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‘\\ STATEMENT BY DANIEL F. O'SBAUGHNES ‘ ' ’

' \(9 Glebe House., Kilfinane, Co. Iimerick

The‘information supplied hereunder was given me by David
Clancy, Cush, in 1932, and by other members of the flying
golumn. .My personal experiences of the period are also drawn
on. The notes taken in 1932 are now principally used for _
this history as memories were fresher then than now in 19553 -
death has intervened too frequently. Even Davy Clancy himself
has passed'aWay this year and, in my humble opinion, the
heroism and hardships endured b& thése men in their heroic
struggle against the Black and Tans and the enemies of their
country will never be fully r ecorded. It was Irelahd's finest

hour and Homeric in magnitude and intensity.

Before 1 go any further, I must give an appreciation
written by my brother, Dr. P.J. O'Shaughnessy, after thedeath
of Davy Clancy; it is worthr ecording:

Appreciation.

As I stood last August talking to this old warrior
over old times and old scenes, I knew the end was near,
and I wanted to walk with him at the end; but such was
not to be. In one flash he filled the whole picture -
cap turned sideways ard all - like I saw him ohe market
day with a bonham under his arm, squealing like mad.

Could any living picture be more deceptive of the
true worth of a man than that - to see him leaning
over the creels of a cart haggling over a few shillings
and pulling the tails of little squealing pigsy with
the cap deliberately bent to one side to convey the
value he put on himself "of little or no value'. The
man under the cap isn't much good for anything -
don't bother too much about him! I'm a shy retiring
kind of fellow and you won't gain anything by knowing
me - you'd be as well off not to know me at all or to
bother with me. I don't put much value on myself;
that's why I wear a cap like this.,

That's the impression I get of Davy's value of
himself and he didn't want anybody to get any high
falutin' notions about him. Little did he know how
big he had grown in stature in the people's minds,
and it wouldn't take centuries like of old, for people
te weave legends about his name. This simplicity and
self-abnegation made him bigger than all the captains,
colonels and generals put together, and his obvious
sincerity and loyalty said more than all the earefully
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studied speeches of D4il Eireamn.

And there must have been many occasions when
he felt frustrated, baulked or cheated of his just
revard of the spoils of victory - when he saw what
plums others, who had done no more than march in
Redmond's Volunteers, had got, and he was still
dividing the half-crown over a bonhan.

He had done so much campaigning and took a
soldier's part in enough engagements to get elected
for ten different constituencies to D4il Lireann.
And, although he was well-read in Irish political
life, he fought shy of people who could fight battles
with words and especially words with which he was
unfamiliar or didn't know, for in that kind of battle
courage, loyalty, good faith and an unconguerable
helief in the honour and ultimate vietory of one's
cause, all was of no.avail and the best thing to do
was to pull your cap sideways and give an appearance
of utter disregard of all that was being discussed.
"I couldn't care less'attitude. Wild horses wouldn't
have dragged him into the Ddil, for, although he
lacked basic literary knowledge, he didn't lack
intelligence whichwas above the average; and, despite
his efforts to be lost in the ¢ rowd and remain _
unnoticed, his grand character and nobility increased
his stature until he was numbered with the Kings.

As a warrior he was as big and unconquerable as Cush
Mountain -« as a man he was as gentle as & child, and
faithful as Tobar Canna Mhor.

For me it would have been an honour to have

walked the last few steps beside him to Emlygrennan

and say, as Denny Hannigan said that day when we

buried Paddy thirty five years ago, This is a little

of our tribute to a true comrade, & brave soldier

and a gallant officer. ‘

The remarkable triumph of Sinn Fein over the Redmond
Party in December 1918 is now'history. Un that day Kilfinane
was the only polling centre (to which the voters had to conme
to cast their votes) of a large and extensive area. This
area reached from Ballyhea (6 miles) in the west to near
Ballylanders in the east and from below Elton in the north
(7 miles) to Red-chair Cross in the south west. All this
vast area was organised on a parish basis.by Sinn'Fein, and
on that memorable day we had a series of triumphal processions
into the towﬁ organised by the local clubs. The most

remarkable of these was the one led by Jerry Carréll, Effin,

which consisted of transport of all kinds except ﬁotor cars -
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they weren't there then - and every common cart, trap, and

‘back-to-back carried a large tricolour. The processionias

one of the largest and most spectacular I have evef seen.
With that every kind of transport in townwas used toc bring
in the voters from outlying districts, namely, iong car,
"'eover" cars and c arriages vwhichwere free or paid:for out of
Sinn Fein fﬁnds. Thgre was only one polling station and that
was over the Market House and partly over the old Courthouse.
The presiding officer on that day was M.F. Burke, E.A., J.P.,
and Tom Tobin was Tom Lundon's M.P. personating agent. The
Sinn Feip representatives were Tom Barry, Bryan Fl&nn and P.
Creed. o
When Tom Tobin withdrew before midday -'as I fhink he
did in protest - wholesale impersonation went on and people
who were dead for several years “voted" again for Dr. Richard
Hayes. However, that in itself would not have altered the
victory of Dr. Hayes. The town was packed with his supporters
and everyone wore an emblem - a green shamrock with a profile
of Dr. Hayes in a white centre. Both.bands, brass and fife
and drum, played through the town for Sinn Fein and the music
was almost an intimidation. There was - and I may‘describe
it as such - fierce excitement at the predicted victory of
Sinn Fein which was not fully knovm for almost a month after
owing to the many ex-service men then in England eﬁtitled to
vote. The election as a whole passed off quietly except for
only a small incident.I witnessed in the dark of the evening.
A 8inn Fein agent standing outside the door of the station
with a Iist of voters in his hand was trying to persuade
another to vote for someone that was dead - old Mike Brazzill
from the Leacﬂ%} who was a great Parnell supporter, jumped
from the shadows and nearly choked the agent up against the

Market House corner. The leacht was at one time fiercely
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pro-Parnellité.and a McCarthyite from the west end had no
business down there unless he wanted to have his skull broken.
Tom Lundon, M.P., 1inall his previous victories gave them
perquisites in free drink and tar barrels. These celebrations
at the Cross were joined in by Jack and Ashley Oliver of the
Mill and, on one great occasion, my Uncle Patrick, before a
blazing bonfire, sang in his beautiful tenor voice LA Nation
Once Again". But Parnell was dead this many a year and the
young men of the lLeacht, always musical and intellectual,

had gone Sinn Fein.

When the final results became known after Christmas
there were great celebrations and every window in every house

in town was illuminated with candles and again the bands played

‘through the town. I forgot to mention that the Volunteers

played a conspicuous part in the victory during the election
and, on that day, controlled all traffic. At this time

my father wrote to several prominent Redmond supporters to
vote for Dr. Hayés, although he was at one time a,sfrong
supporter of Redmond and spoke at public meetings here and at
Kilteely for Tom Iundon's father who was then H.P.

After the deélaration of the Republic on 21st January
1918, Sinn Fein Courts wefe established and all British
institutions were ignored insofar as republican supporters were
concerned. The pro-British and Redmond supporters still
adhefed to the old law and it was only through a graduai
process of elimination and public sentiment that Sinn Fein
succeeded. HNeither can we omit the forceful element of fear
introduced this year by'the shooting of many policemén through-
out the country whichxwas,phe most cogent factor in its success.
It suddenly confronted the R.I.C. with the fact that they were

a military body and, as such, were being dealt with no longer
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as a civic force. The realisation of this fact forced them
gradually to withdraw from all civie duties which left this
particular field of activity open to the Volunteers who acted

as policemen for their own Courts.

The first important recognition of Sinn Fein and the
Volunteers came in this locality from the mahager of the
Golden Vale Dairy Company, Mr. J.F. O'Hurley. Quantities of
cheese were being stolen from their cheese factory at the
Lovbridge and Jack McCarthy was approached to find and punish
the culprits. He got the Volunteers in motion and, after some
time, they came to the coneclusion that the cheese é‘through
accomplices - was taken to Tipperary Town and hidden there by
close relétions. But a search made there also failed to
trace the robber. The Volunteers failed in their first e ffort,
and no wonder, for the blocks of cheese were used by a
Volungeer in his own house as seats for a gambling school at’
a penny a game. Generally speaking, these Courts dealt with
some important cases. There was a certain Protestant farmer
who was 100% Orange in outlook who submitted his case to one
of these Courts.’ His servant maid was in trouble, but he
tried to prove that he was not the father of the child. The
mother proved her case and at St. Peter's Hall he had to pay

her a sum of £200 before the Sinn Fein tribunal.

There was another case where cattle were s tolen and the
culprits were caught at Liscarroll Fair where they Qere
arrested. The cattle belonged to Miss Martin of Castle Oliver
or Suirvale Upper. Two men were charged with the r@bbery and
brought to Suirvale Lodge where they were held in cﬁstody
before they were tried. They were then removed to fer Walsh's
of Mortelstown where they were put thinning turnips under

Volunteer guard. A week later the trial took place and, in
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the meantime, most of the money had been paid back. The-
verdict of the Court was - transportation, for propaganda |
purposes - but actually they went home. In Glenoshean there
was another case of serious assault. Tom Barry) a'Volunteer,
was for the defendant, and Faddy MacNamara, Ballymack, was
prosecuting counsel (also‘a Volunteer). Tom Keeffe of
Ballinacourty acted as Judge. These are only a few‘ihstances
to show that the Sinn Féin Courts were working to the best

of their ability, but they had neither status nor prestige.
Tom Lipsett was Clerk of the Court, and Fr. Lee, P.P., who was

born in Darragh, and Bryan Flynn were Judges. ,

When the pressure was put on by the British aﬁthorities
Sinn Fein Courts were no longer keld in the open and the two
last trials were held in the Parochial House and the church
sacristy presided over by Fr. Lee. ' In the meantime, my Uncle
Leo had returned from France and took up his position as Clerk
of the Petty Sessions and, during this period, he had iittle

or nothing to do.

I will now give a short histry how he was appointed Petty
Sessions clerk. In 1917, Jack Bennett was dismissed and the
vacancy had to be filled by somebody. Father entered Leo's
name for the contest and, in the meantime, M.F. Burke was
appointed temporary clerk. There were khree contestants,
Will Martin, Ballyroe; Hanley of Emly and my uncle.‘ In each
contest, and it went on for a month, Willie Gubbins, Cush,
voted unashamedly for Martin (who served neither Kiﬁg nor his
own country). As J.P. for our local Court, Gubbins sent men
to long terms of imprisonment because they refused to join the
British army. My father went to extremes - hevrrote‘to the
British Prime Minister to bring Leo out of the trenches,

which he did. Leo came home to contest the election, and yet,
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Gubbins, the supor empiro builder; never voted for him.

A double~faced hypocritel

thon lLeo came home in January 1919 he toolt up his
position as Clerk of tho Petty Sessions and in that Tveﬂr he |
had & good dcal of Court business to do, and this ua(a in opsn
conpotition with the Sinn Fein Courts vhich vere being hold
in Bt. Poter's Hall. Kov & crisis aroge. A qertain man vas
certificd insone and tho 8irnn Fein Court made an orrile,r far
comittal to Linoriel Asylum, but they had mot the nocoogary
papors for this purpose, so it couldn't be done. 'i‘f:m Lipastt
f¢thought of a nucber" for appearance sake, and c:ame:J privately
to lco to supply him with the necessary papers for ::l;his purpese
vhich he willingly gave, but at great personal r:lsk: to his

.

ovn position. The man was camitted, but Loo could} have lost
hio job overnight; but Einn Foln gaincd o Pyrrhic victory under

the Crovn of ILngland. |

On 2lst January the First Dail declared the ﬁish Republic
and on tﬁat same day two policemen vwere shot dead =:In Soloheade
beg, vhich created o sensatiop end father wrote t.o." S4nn Foin
Headquartors and the reply he reseived is given e]fluevhere.,

A mseting was novcalled at the Convent Schogila of all
thogse vho subscribed to the anti-conscription fund (£400)
and Fr. Mongan, CiC.; presided. The vhole mesting vas
weanimous in honding over the funds to Sinn Fein, vith threo
excoptions vho demanded their £5 beek, and they oll bad sons
£1% for the front, namelys :

}
|

Guch
shamefl ingratitudel

]
|
About thio time a dbig Volunteer dance vas held in the

Convent Schools for the purchagse of arme. This dange was a

great suecosd. DBesides this each Volunteor had ":o contributo
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one penny a week for the same purpose and with this money

they purchased their first two rifles from a Canadian soldier

" who returned from Ffanée. He was staying at Johnny Burns, the

shoemaker in the West End, and the purchase pfipe was £8.

During the war soldiers always returned home wifh their
rifles, but several raids were made by the I.R.A. for these
rifles. The British Government then made an order and soldiers

came homé without them.

- The annual parade on St. Patrick's Day to the Hill of
Ardpatrick was proclaimed and no meeting was held. Other -
cultural activities were also proclaimed, but in all cases

the law was not enforced with full vigour.

Then came on 13th May the second sensation of the year;
the rescue of Young Hogan at Knocklong. This stdry hags already
been told in the Life of Sean Treacy, but what happened at this

end is not recorded.
.\, [ ]

Before préceeding any further, I must r ecord a certain
incident that occurred before this time. Callaghan, a butcher
from Tipperary towh, was bh the run from the police and a high
rgvard was offeréd for his capture. At Shanahan's, Glenlara,
he was in secret hiding - an ideal place which cannot be seen
from any road and is hidden away over the crest of the hill.
Callaghan shot a ‘policeman in Tipperary town and afterwards

shot two more on the hillside above Kilross. One day, Farmer X

was in Kilfinane and was having a drink in Will Rjordan's pub

with Sergeant Maguire. Davy Qlancy happened té be in a snug
unknown to the other two and he heard X ‘telling Maguire that
Callaghan was'staying over at Shanahan's. On the fallowing
morning, Shanahan's was surrounded by the police, b@t Callaghan
was gone. Farmer X was a neighbour of Shanahan's aﬁd they
were on bad terms. He was not regarded as an inforﬁer,‘but

as vindictive.
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KNOCKLONG .

On tﬁe evening of the Knocklong rescue, the wounded I.R.A.
men were all bleeding profusely, except Robinson. They
reached the double-ditch leading to Crawford's Cross and then
continued up the road to the Upper Cross and then over the
hill to Shanahan's; but,‘by the time they reaghed this -~ and
it must have been a super-human effort - all were exhausted
and some were dying. As both doctors in town were J.Ps.,
the Volunteers had no alternative but to bring Dr.'Hennessy,
Galbally, for immediate medical aid. - ThéICush and Kilfinane
companies now got busy and scouts were sent ogﬁ in all
directions to give protection. Thousards of British troops
were nowWw employed to capture the wanted mén, and intense
anxiety prevailed.among thé .I.R.A. The enemy were now
finecombing the whole area, but the ever present menace of
Farmer X was the main deciding factor in removing these men
to Clancy's, Cush, and at a ferrible risk. Jack MéCafthy éf
Kilfinaﬁe was now in constant touch with Clancy's through
Maurice McGrath, his dispatch rider. He also met the Cush
men that night ét ¥rs. O'Rourke's pub where urgent develop-
ments were discussed. The soldiers were coming closer and
the menace getting greater. McGrath was a postman and wore
his uniform. Over at the High Bridge he ran into a patrol of
police and to avoid them he turned in at Halpin's forge.

When he reached Clancy's a man standing inside the gate drew
his revolver and held him up; it was Robinson."He handed his
dispatch.to Davy. Dr. Fitzgerald was in attendance at this
time and 6n.theﬁf§llewing night the crisis came. They must be
removed.again at:whatever éost, but where and how? Two
alternatives were discussed., The first one was to.the west
of the county .and the other was Glanworth in Co. Cbrk. This

is Maurice McGrath's testimony:-
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"I had returned home from my postal duties wea?ing my

uniforme. I was standing in my own kitchen when Jack

MeCarthy came out his own sidedoor and stood in the

porch-way. He beckoned me to come over and take a

dispatch to Clancy's, Cush. I hopped on my bicycle

and, as I approached the High Bridge, Sergeant Haguire

and six policeumen wele coming rowards me, so I turned

left and went in hy Halpin's forge. When I reached

Clancy's a man at the gate,. seeing my uniform, held

me up with a revolver; he was Seamus Robinson, but I

didn't know him then. Davy Clancy came out and took

me into the cowhouse where I handed him the dispatch.

He then invited me into the house where I saw all

the w ounded men associated with Knocklong. two days

before, namely, Ireacy, Breen, Robinscon and Hogan.

I returined home and reported back to Jack".

That same morning, Jack McCarthy gave another urgent
message to Jim Condon, Ashbrook, to carry an urgent message
to Sean Finn, Rathkeale. 'This was a verbal message. The
other message was handed to him and on it was written in case
of a breakdown "Give this man every assistance possible to
reach his destination if required"} He borrowed Dan McCarthy's
motor bike and set off at 10 a.m. via Ardpatrick, Effin and
Bruree. Kilmallock was to be avoided at all costs, because
on that day the town would be crowded with R.I.C. for the
inquest that was to be held in the Workhouse on thed ead
policemen. Cutside Bruree he had a breakdown, but fortunately
a motor came on and the drivér, who was from Kilmallock, put
him on the road again. Approaching Rathkeale, he got punctured
and pushed the bike into a cycle shop in the town for repair.
Fimm's had a little bakery shop and, after some time, he found
it. 4s he entered, a woman asked him what he wanted and he %..
said he wanted to see her son who next appeared and took him-
upstairs. There he delivered his verbal message that a motor
car with a Volunteer driver was to be in Kilfinane at between
7 and 8 o'clock that night, that after rassing Bruree a
Volunteer would be standing at Ballygibba Cross to guide him

) I

to Ballingaddy Church, and the password was "Maguire'. Jim
' |

Condon's trouble now was how was he going to pay for the
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puncture as all he had in his pocket was one bob. Howevér,

the cycle agent only charged sixpence and, with the;balance

he bought a few packets of biscuits which satisfied:his hunger.
He returned home to Ashbrook the way hew ent, at %.30 p.m. where
he left the motor cycle. He then crossed up the fields at the
back of the Friory and entered the Sinn Fein Hall by the back
door where Jack McCarthy, Paddy O'Donnell (Captain, Cush Coy.)
and Davy Clancy were waiting for him. There he made his

report and returned hone.

I will now continue McGrath's story:

"That night, Denny Noonan, Thomastown, and myself
were ordered to be on duty at the Church of Ballingaddy to
give directions to a motor coming from the Effin side.
We were to wave our hands and give direction and the
passvord was "Maguire". ‘'Twas the vorst night I ever
remember; the heavens opened. A car came from
Kilmallock about 8 p.m. and who was in it but Dr. Lee
and three peelers, after the inquest which was held
that evening in the Workhouse. Bult no car came our
road, so I cycled over to Martinstown Church fo report
to Clancy and a few more lads who were waiting there.
I returned to Ballingaddy again drenched to the skin.

About 10.30 p.m. another car came from Kilmallock,
the wrong direction again and we let it pass, but we
noticed there was only one man in it. Wewatched it
as it went down the hill and saw it stop at the next
cottage. 1 pursued on my bike and overtook him
before he had restarted. I said "Goodnight Maguire'".
Her eplied "Goodnight Maguire'. I asked him his
name and he told me it was Garrett MciAuliffe, Newcastle-
west. I then gave him full directions how to get to
Clancy's of Cush. I returned to my post and, on our
way home later that night, two motor cars passed us
at laurencetown Gate and, when they r ecognised us, as
they passed with the wounded men, they gave us a great
cheer on their way through Kilmallock town to the west
and security".

The serious delay in the timing caused constérnation in
Cush. What happened, I don't know, but the Creamery Manager
of Bruree Creamery was to be at Ballygibba Cross, but he
wasn't there to give directions. His name was Roche.
McAuliffe was pulled up at the Cross for two houré hoping

that someone would turn up, but no one came to give him

directions. Hith'great personal risk-he decidedﬁto take a
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chance and drove right thtough Kilmallock, which was then

crowded with policemen and got through unchallenged.

As an alternative to Phe western e scape, another route
was planned and this was £0 Barry's near Glanworth. In the
meantime, an urgent dispatch went-to Bruff for the rate
collector who had a car for the purpose of his business. Vhen
he reached Martinstown Church he said he was short of petrol.
They say that he wasn't short of petrol, but got wind that
there wvas something dangerous afoot and wanted tc avoid the
consequences. Cyclists were now riding mad in every direction
- we want petrol, we want petrol; but there was no petrol
anywhere only in Johnny Fitzgerald's store in Castle Street,
Kilfinane. Mick Cloughessy, Ballinafeena, was determined to
get it at any cost and they broke in Fitzgerald's garage door
and took away two tins. That night as they passed through
the tovmn at midnight, the cars were crowded with the wounded
men and a party of Volunteers with drawnrevolvers. The
crisis was over.

not
Question: VWhy was/the Volunteer who owned his own
motor bike asked to carry the dispatch to
Rathkeale? Why did they run the risk of
asking a man who never rode it before?
The question arises, was he a sked?

The Volunteers who contributed to this e scape were Jack
McCarthy, Captain Jim Condon, 1st Lieut. Tom Barry, I.O.,
W..Pigott, Maurice McGrath, Joe Kelly, Pat Carroll, Denny

Noonan, Ned Barrett.

On the following day, the military had completed the
encirclement of the hills and, to avoid immediate arrest,
Jack HecCarthy, Jim Condon, Tom Barry and Ned Barrett slept

crosswise in a bed at the top of Bill Dwane's publichouse.

I attach as Appendix A a statement made to me by Sean

Howard concerning events after the Knocklong r estcue.

'
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Tho ¢ #i8is boing over an uncxpoctod ahock c\ﬁme to the

conpary e pid a visit to Jack in his shop
and told hin almwost tho vhole story end told him hevas in

bad company and to bo careful of himsclf. Ho told hinm clmost
in detail everything that happencd. Utas his pnrp‘ose to vin
the confidenco of Jack? UYe'll never Imov, of course, Jock
ealled an emergoncy meeting of the officors ang H.C.00, 0of
tho company for Lipsett's kitchen ard there blunt.llny told then
there vos an informer in the ranks. Ho now ordercd Tom Borry,
I.0.9 %o £ind cut; at vhatever hagard, the source \'of the
information had. He also passed thisr amark: “thatevor

happens, will nevor be shotil® \

Barry set about his tosk with a deep sonse of 'responsib-
111ty andy, aftor many eliminations and subtractiunslo he
discovered that at that vory time paid many\ visits
to kMes. O'Rourke’s pud and ho attributed tho leakagéa of

information to gossiping vomen. : \1

Thora was a gecond instance of thnt. Bofore th\e arrast
of Foloy, aher end lick Shormahan where the vounded men stayed
the first night. wvags on the wvor path again. HM: that
time, Hr, Shapahan®s pudb and grocery business tas the} populnr
house for all the people in Glemlara and Garryspillane aren.
Thoy were equally customers of ours. During thnt par'.iod

nover left our corner vhich s opposite Lirs.'ahanahan'is
and, during that poried, he folloved nearly cvery cns%omar
fron those arens into lrs. Shanahan®s with the protoxt of
having a drink and a2 hail=fallov-well-mot gossip. Il 1'fe.*i.'.lrxs.ur
had hin spotted and elways maintainod that it was he got the
informtion that ultimately led to the arrest and axzechtion
of Foley and Mahor. |

|
|



K

1k,

About a fortnight after Knocklong Foley, Mahef and Mick
Shanahan were arrested and were tried by an Orange jury in
Armagh. ©Shanahan was acquitted and the other two were hanged,
on 7th June 1921, just before the Truce and almost‘two years
after the evenﬁ. During lunch hour during the t rial Jack
Power, Kilmallock, who was solicitor for the defence, was
seated at table at their hotel with the Prosecuting Counsel
for the State. Power said to him "Whatever about Foley -

I can tell you that Maher is completely innocent and wasn't
there at all"., The FProseciiting Counsel replied: "I may as well
tell you Mr. Power that if these two men are not found guilty

in this case, I have instructions to issue a warrant for their

- arrest the moment they leave the Court for the murder of

D.I. Potter at Thurles.:
THE, LAST MESSAGE

Edmund Foley and Patrick Maher were hanged in Mountjoy
Jail on the morning of June 7, 1921. In parting with
their friends, they said: "Our bodies, when Ireland is
free, shall go to Galbally ...... We gladly give our
lives that a smile may lighten the face of our .dear
'‘Dark Rosaleen'"

Good-bye. Good-bye. Frght on! Fight onl.
Weep not for us when we are gone.

Within our breasts is burnt the thought,
Presentiment, - that we have fought

Through Death fto Life, and at the gate

We part guite calm, and happy wait

to die for dear "Dark Rosaleen".

Then on our island Emerald green

"A smile may lighten” showing we

And Erin dear will soon be free.

'Tis but a small request

The bodies brave to lay

In their own place of rest.
Quick! hasten the great day
When bleeding Ireland's fight
Of weary years is done;

For Freedom, Truth and Right
¥With souls like these are won.

Clara Gilbert Cole v
(An Englishwoman)

85 Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.S5.
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The f ollowing is a letter from her to the "Irish Independent":
' Sir,
In reply to'my poem in Saturday's 'Irish Independent’

I have received five most abusive, filthy, threatening

letters, four signed "British". Not one has the courage

to give his name or addvess, though one says if I want

his address it's "Wormwood Scrubbs" thus admitting that

‘he comes from the prison..

To one and all I would earnestly ask: What would you
think if 60,000 Irishmen came into England with tanks,
aeroplanes, bombs and bayonets and used them. Would
you defend your country?

If any of the above writers should put his threat

into execution - I wish for no reprisal - but still say -
Englishmen, come out of Ireland.

Clara Gilbert Cole
(An Englishwoman)

85 Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.

The rest of the year was uneventful. The Courts were
working successfully under the supervision of Justin McCarthy
who was working ouﬁ the constitutional programme of Sinn Fein.
This summer a feis was to be held, but it was proclaimed.
However, it was held another Sunday. The troops under an
officer came but did not interfere. 01ld Mrs. Birmingham of
Darragh and Joan Rea of the s ame place were an extra attraction
because they could speak the old language and sing its songs.
The officer was amused when he saw the old woman being hoisted

on to the platform. "Blimee, look at the old lady" he remarked

About the month of August there was a big'demonstration
of British t roops in full war kit from Ballyvonair camp. They
arrived while the people were at second Mass and extended the
whole length of the town. They were resting on the pavement
at both sides after their long march. The qommanding officer
stoocd in thesguare and, when he saw the people coming out from

Mass, he shouted an order at the top of his voice and before

the whole crowd he put them through certain exercises. Of
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course, the purpose was one of intimidation. Nothing of

consequence took place during this time, only the Volunteers

were now building up their organisation.

There is only one small incident comes to my memory at
this time. In spite of a proclamation, Paddy Clancy, Cush,
marched through the town carrying a little miniature flag in
his hand:raisedlaloft with oﬁly‘eight men in double file from
Cush marching after him. Nobody else would have done it

under the circumstances. The police looked on.

At the end of this year Ernie 0'Malley came and inspected
all the companies. He was a strict disciplinarian and tolerater
no nonsense., Where he found inefficiency he gave them a rough
time.

During the summer of 1919 I went on heli@ays to my uncle,
John Byrne, Imogane, bhurchtown, Buttevant. In Jack Murphy's
field we had a hurling match hetween ourselves every evening.
So one evening when a game was over James Cowhey, Imogane, aske:
me would I go on a raid that night. I asked him - a raid for
what? and he said a raid for guns - to which I agreed. Covhey
was captain of the local company, but I didn't know it then.

We started about 10 p.m. and raided all the houses in
Walshestown and along the slopes of Ballingile to within a
mile of Buttevant. We arrived home at 2 a.m. with about six
guns and these were placed in a dump at Dunlea's, Walshestown.
At no place did I find any oppositioh even when we had to
bring them out of their beds. Those vho took part in this
raid were: James Cowhey, Ned Dunlea,‘Patrick Dunlea,

Walshestown, and 0'Keeffe, Churchtown.

Kilfinane Barrack, Februvary 3rd, 1920.
On February 3rd of this year 1920, Paddy O'Donnell, Cush,

Davy Clancy and “"Tory" Barrett were armed withr evolvers.
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They went into Mrs. Thornhill's pub and had several drinks.
Thef had decided to shoot Constable Rogers, a Protestant,
owing to- his bullying and aggressive éttitude to Sinn Feih.

At this time he was staying with his vife in High St. in a
private house a few doors up from the corner. They left the
publichouse at 8 p.m. and knocked at Rogers's door. Mrs.
Rogers opened it and without any fuss they brushed her a little
aside and walked inte the kitchen and, seeing rio one there,
they asked her where was her husband. She said hewas on duty
at the barrack and they muttered some kind of apolegy and walke
out. They7went towards the barrack, which stands on open
ground near the Fair Green. They stole up to the front window
of the dayrooﬁ and fired point blank through ;he portholes in
the steel shutters. They left guickly and in a few-minutes
the air was rent with rifle fire and the R.I.C. fired up Verey
lights wvhich 1it up the whole place. \About 10-30 reinforce=
ments arrived from Bruff under a District Inspector. After
coming from St. Peter's Hall, my Uncle Charles was standing at
his own door when he saw a man coming up the street from the
west end on the other side moving rapidly. He crossed over
the street to ask him whatwas up. The man Hed (Tory) Barrett
shouted at him: "Run, they are coming". He turned and sav

the police were coming at the double in extended formation
only 40 yards away, and at thatmnge they opened fire on both
of them but missed. Charles fell in the hélldoor on his face
and hands and my Uncle Leo, who rushed down, closed it. The
ten police then rushed the door and the D.I. called on the man
to surrender, but there was noresponse. Leowas now determined
to defend his brother, so he got out his revolver which he
brought from France and loaded andstood at the top of the
stairway. In the meantime they were pounding at the halldoor

with the butts of their rifles for all they were worth, -but
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the solid oak of 75 years stood the shock. My father put his
head out through his window next door and shouted down: "What
is all this about?" The D.I. replied: "The man who fired at us
is gone in there". "You are making a mistake. Vait until I
go down" said.my father. So down the two of us went. The
attack on the door went on and when we got out father said:
"Don't wreck the place. My brothersare inside. Wait until 1
get them out% He then called on them to come out, but there
was no response. “Well," said the D.I. "if they don't come out
I'11l burst it in" and they fell-to again. Then my father said:
"1'11 go around and get them out", but the D.I. said: '"You
won't". Then father called for a policeman volunteer toc come
with him and made a strong appeal. The only brave man in the
crowd who volunteered to gows Rbgers. Sergeant Maguire made a
report that no shots were fired into the barrack and, shortly
after, was removed to Kilmallock for making a wrong report.
Before he left, a big meeting of officers of the East Limerick
Brigade was to be held in Loughgur. 'But the authorities had
information that it was to be held in Kilmallock and surrounded
the latter with hundreds of troops. Maguire warned Jack
McCarthy not to be there, but the I.R.A. held their meeting in
Loughgur. What was Maguire's game? Was he trying to win

confidence for his own purposes?

After the attack on Kilfinane barrack, Maurice Costello
and Denny McGrath were arrested and tried before the local
Petﬁy Sessions where they were returned for trial before a
Judge at the Cork Assizes. McGrath recognised the Court and
was acquittéd, but Costellcorefused to recognise the Court and
got a few months in jail. Constable 0'Connor, better. known as

Tommy Pa, and Rogers gave the police evidence.

vWhen Costello was being questioned the Judge leant over

“~
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and asked him: "Would you shoot a policeman in the back?"
The v eply was startling. "I would" said Costello, "if he
deservéd itd!" The Judge was taken off his f eet and said:
"If ever a potential'murderer stood in that dock before me,
you are one". When McGrath came home after the trial, the
I.R.A. approached him and told him "get out" which he did.
In March this year Paddy O'Donnell, Davy Clancy, Cush,
Davy Tobin, Ballinalacken, Dan McCarthy and "Tory" Barrett
and a few more were ordered to be at John Hogan's, Kilmalloclk,
one night.s Upstairs in a room sat Sean Wall. All the men
selected for this job were I.R.B. men. They went upstairs
singly and ®ach one was asked "Would you go to London to
carry out certain executions?" All expenses would be paid.
They all agreed to go, except Dan McCarthy and he said to me
that the ﬁuestion put to him was - would he shoot an enemy
against whom he had no perscnal grievance, and he replied

No, he would not.

They were all of thesame opinion that the shooting of
certain British Cabinet ‘Members was the purpose of the meeting.
Sean Wall wascalled to Dublin and no more was heard of the
matter.

MAY,
This month Jim Condon got & dispatch from Jack McCarthy

to take to the Mayor of Limerick. He rode in on a push bicycle
and handed his dispatch to him and brought one back from the
Mayor for delivery. He knew nothing about what was in either

dispatchg but they were evidently of great importance.

Immediately after this, Barrett was sent to Limerick
and had an introduction to Madge Daly. Shortly before this
the Lord Mayor of Cork was murdered and two R.I.C. mén who

were implicated in that affair were to be sent to Limerick,
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but the I.R.A. had the information. They could have shot
them anywhere else just as well, but at that time iimerick
City, from the I.R.A. point of view, was a dead end and was no

good. The killing of Dalton by the I.R.B. had sométhing to

~say to this.

However, T. Barrett and his two companions - one a butcher
from & round Doon, and a Limerick City man - formed the trio.
They had been introduced to the officers of the city command

and held a private meeting in some Young Men's Club.

The two R.I.C. sergeants duly arrived off thetevening
trgzin and walked into the raiiway bar for a drink.l The trio
had a short conversation outside, as one favoured doing the job
in the bar, but this was overruled, so theywﬁaited until they
came out and shot them dead on the pavement. Theyvhlked
rapidly through:a labyrinth of streets and finally emerged
at the "Munster Tavern" on the Bruff road vhere they drank
several pints. The news spread rapidly énd reached. the
"Tavern' while they were thefe. They then went dowﬁ the city

where they changed their clothes.

A recruiting drive was now made by the authorities to
fill the gap made in the R.I.C. ranks by resignations and
otherwise. Several raids by I.R.A. had heen made oﬁ the post
coming and going té Kilmallock and in these raids tﬁey
discovered that two local rascals - that's the least can be
said for them - were joining the Black and Tans. They s ent
a dispatch to Ballylanders for Vélunteers who arrived at mid-
night and were taken to both houses, one in the Leacht and
the other in the Square. They pulled the two men ouf of their
beds and, with the butts of their revolvers, gave them the
finest hiding they ever got. That settled that. Oné fellow
got awa§ apd he joined up. He was Will Kelly, son o# Jack
Kelly, the baker. |



r
. I 21.

|
The same night a batch of Volunteers from Kilfinane

were to go to Bruree for a similar purpose, but at Kilmallock

Ithey were ordered to return hame by Sean Wall. He told .them

that the man was an ex-naval man and had a revolver and,

under the circumstances, his home was too close to the barrack.

Who was Dr, Powell?

During the years 1917-18-19 a man. with a circus tent
came to Kilfinane in the summer of each year for a week or a
fortnight. He had a one-man show assisted by his ﬁife and
daughter. His best acts were conjuring and tumbliﬁg oni the
stage and at.the latter he was exceptionally good for a man
of his weight; but, above all, he was an excellent:speaker
and on s everal nights made hot speeches about national affairs

remember

and love of country; but I can never/him touching on the hame
Sinn Fein. He paid sSeveral visits to my father and I remember
them héving long discussions on national affairs. He had a
most distinguished appearance and always gave a free night
for our hurling club. I hold the opinion now that he was
under police observation, but of course I may bewong.
However, one Sunday evening - 1919 = aﬁout 6.30, Iwas
standing by the tent when I saw a man with a stoop éoming into
the field and going straight to the caravan. He spoke to Mrs.
Powell and, in a few minutes, Dr. Powell and the man with the
stoop went into the caravan together where they remained for
about half an hour. This man was a complete strangér to me
and the next time I saw him, 12 months later, was in charge
of the firing party over Paddy Clancy's grave. He was Denny
Hannigan. Was Dr. Powell ana ssumed name? Whowas he?

Vias he a member of the I.R.B.? Zhnuuof

Ballylanders Barrack Attack - 28th April 1920. l

-

The following extraordinary story told me by Toﬁ Crawford,

'~ Ballylanders, is a remarkable instance of the 1evity:in which
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policemen's lives were being dealt with.
1

Before the Ballylanders attack, Tom Crawford's father

was threatened by an R.I.C. man named Sullivan in a pub in the

village. Another R.I.C. man named Wheelan saved him. Tom
heard about it and said he'd shoot Sullivan. On the following
night he went to Ned Tobin, Ballinalacken, aﬁd told him what
hew as golng to do, r emarking: "It's about time Weimade a start
anyway". Tobin consented, and on the follbwing Suﬁday evening
they were talking the matter ovér inside in Crawfofd‘s.pab.'
Mick Scanlon, N.T. accidentally walked into them and they
told him their business. "Phere's a good man outside named
Ford" said Mick, "and I'1l bring him in". When Ford had
established his bona fides they told him what they ﬁere going
to do (Ford was sent down to collect for Dail Loan) and there.
and then he suggested as an alternative attacking the barrack,
which was well received by all the rest. A few day% later
he went to Kilmallock where he met Wall, 0/C. Brigaﬁe.‘ Sean
Riordan was also there. EHe put his case before himland Wall
gave permission to go ahead. The next meeting was ﬁeld'at
Clancy's, Cush, where all the officers of the briga&e attended.
The whole business was now fully diécussed and plané made for
the attack, which came off a few days lafer. The aﬁtack vas
in command of Sean Ford (I have explained this reason else-
where) and was a great success, the police having surrendered
after half an hour. They captured 8 rifles and somé shotguns
and ammunition. Jack Meade, Cullane, was seriously %ounded
and was brought by car that night to Dr. Fitzgerald, The Cahir,
and f rom there he -was taken to Mrs. Burke's, Laurenc%town,
where her ecovered.

The men from Kilfinane who took part in this at%ack were
Jack McCarthy (capﬁain), Ned Barrett, Con Keeffe, De#is Noonan,
Thomastown; Peter Steep, Thomastown; Mick Hennessy, #ike Downes

Pat Carroll. All other Volunteers were on guard at road blocks

|
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Before tHe attack, all the guﬂmen met at Tob%n's,
Ballinalacken. Shotguns were mostly used; they had only a few
rifles. Those who manned the barricades on the Bailintubber
road were: Pat Ryan, Bill Daly, Jim Condon, Tom Bafry, Jer
Boland, Justin McCarthy, Willie O'Keeffe, Dan Henn?ssy, Tom
Lipsett, W. Pigott, Joe O'Brien, Mick Shechan, Mog‘Cafroll,

D. Hennessy.

A few days after this attack Sean Riordan, Kilmallock,
was arrested and, in my opinion, it was to Riordan and not to
Wall that Tom Crawford went about the Ballylanders'attack.

It was Sean Riordag who filled the gap after the split between
Manahan and Hannigan. Riordanwas the only one ar#ested after
the Ballylanders barrack attack, and it was after ﬂis arrest

that Wall got the appointment as 0/C. Brigade. Sean Wall vas

chairman of the Limerick Co. Council and was never a fighting

man, as ve knew them then. ,
i

The success of the Ballylanders attack gave a tremendous
punich forward to the Volunteer movement and befeore the next
attack the I.R.A. had increased their numbers by 106%. Before
this attack the Kilfinane Company was composed of 20‘men;

after the attack the number increased to %0 members.

At this time the company dump was in Tommy Carroll's
half-acre plot in Ballinlyna; The dump was simple ~ a milk
tenkard dug into the plot fence with a good close cover which

could bhe taken off at a moment's notice.

At this time four men from Ballylanders were picked to

shoot two poliecemen in Kilmallock, but it was put off.

Kilmallock Barrack - 28th May 1920. 1

|
Immediately after Ballylanders it was decided to attack
I

and take Kilmallock barrack; but the most important'ﬁeeting

for this purpose was held at Tom Sheedy's, Flemmingsgpwn,

1
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Ballingaddy. Here, fhe important officers of the brigade
met and ame to a final decision to make the attack. It was
then that Nicholas Dwyer, Bruff, was dispatched to Dublin to
procure war materiél as they considered that locai supplies
were not sufficient for this a ttaxk which would bé the biggest
in Munster. Supplies having arrived from Dublin,jall
preparations were méde down to the smallest detail and
special men were s elected from Limerick, Cork, Clére and
Tipperary. Nobody in Kilmallock knew of the attaék before-
hand, it being kept a close secret from that particular
gquarter. ' i

11, The widespread preparations made for this attack proved
two things. The secrecy of the I.R;A. and the'coﬁplete
failure of police intelligence. This attack was twofold in
purpose - first, td increase prestige and take thé barrack
atall costs, and thes econd - to avenge the faildre of 167.
The details of this attack are well known and the{e is no‘
need toz;epeat them. The I.R.A; burned it down, but they
failed in their immediate objective to take'it. Tperefore,
this attack cannot be r egarded as & success as the?‘wasted
all their precious ammunition which was to be used:a few
nights later on to attack Newcastlewest barrack. Led by
Sergeant Sullivan, the R.I.C. put up a remarkable aefence and,
for his bravery, he was awarded a medal and promotéd to be
a D.I. A few months later he was shot dead in Listowel.

Hewas a sore thorn in the side of the I.R.A.

The Kilfinane Volunteers on their way home 1a£e that
morning from the attack ran into a number of policé coming
to assist from their own barrack. The Volunteers ieft their
bicycles on the roadside, but the police passed on pnd took
no notice énd, afterwards, no arrests were made. ﬁeedless

to say, every road for miles around Kilmallock was ﬁarricaded



and blocked with t rees that night and manned by I{R.A.

A remarkable feature about this attack was that tﬁe only

Volunteer who lost his life in the attack was Liam Scully, a

teacher from near Athea.

He was branded by the West Limerick

I.R.A. as a spy and they sent word to Sean Riordan of

Kilmallock to have him shot.
two months before that.

events of that night proved it.

Riordan refised poinﬁ blank -
The man was totally irnnocent and the

Riordanwas then in jail.

The Kilfinane men who were in this attack were:- Jack McCarthy

Maurice McGrath, Willie 0'Keeffe, Sean Cagney, N.T., Con Keeffe

1 .
Ned Barrett, Dan McCarthy, Denny Noonan, Peter Steep, Joe
) T

O'Brien, Thomastown, and also strong forces from Cﬁsh and

Ballylanders. The following of the Kilfinane Company manned

the barrdcadesor were acting as patrols:

Paddy Ryan
Jim Condon
Joe Kelly
Con Kelly
Pat Kelly

Richard Nagle

V. Pigott
Bryan Flynn
W. Sullivan
M. Roche
Jer Noonan
Joe O'Brien
M. Noonan
Jer Boland
Tom Hennessy
Ned Dwyer -
John Barry
P. Barry

David Brazzill

John Carrocli

James O'Hourke

Tom Brazzill
Jack Donohue
Mick Donchue
Wm. McKeogh
Tim Hannon

Willie Costello

Tom Barry

Ballinlyna
Ashbrook
Town

Town

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Thomas town

do.

do.
Bosnetstown
Ballinanima

do.

do.

do.

do.

due.

do.
Bosnetstown

do.

do. .
Moorstown
Town

do.
- do.

Occupation

Farmei

do.
Plucker

dO-l

do.'
Tailor
Iabourer
Road worker

do.

do.:

do.
Farmer
Labourer

do.
Farmer
Iabourer

do. .

do. .

Farmer,

Labourer
Farmer
do. |
Labourer
do. !
Farmer
Iabourer
do.
Shoemaker

It is a remarkable fact that from this date to the Truce

Tom Brazzill was the only farmer's son in Unner and Lower

Bosnetstown to join the Volunteers.

Bill McKeogh was%the only

|
|
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‘one in Moorstown, and no farmer's son from the toﬁnlands of

Bailyriggan and Killeen joined tThe I.H.A. during the struggle.

After these two attacks the political and military scene
completely changes and the I.R.A. are left in compiete
possession of‘a large tract of South East Limerick; The police
were now on the defensive and locked themselves in:and took
no further part iﬁ normal police work. Only threeistrongholds
are left! Kilfinane, Bruff and Galbally. Darragh; Glenosheen,
Mountrussell and Elton have been evacuated, so the field is

|

now wide open for all kinds of Volunteer activity without the

ever-present and annoying scrutiny of the R.I.C, \

At the end of ‘this month the first Black and Tgn arrived
to fortify and strengthen Kilfinane barrack. He was Major
Nicholson. I saw an amusing incident one day. A f%tter at
the Creamery had a motor bike to take him to all the other
branches at Ballylanders, Darragh, Ballyorgan énd Ballinvreena.
Passing down the town at top speed, Nicholson with'drawn
revolver rushed out on him without warning. The rider forgot
himself and threw up his hands and tumbled on to the road.
Nicholson left soon after completing the barrack defénce.

More Volunteers were in the attack on Kilmallock from
Kilfinane, Cush and Ballylanders Companies than from any other

in the county.

The I.R.A. made no Purther attempts at barrack attacks
in this area because Kllmallock left them exhausted of ammuni~-
tion, so the whole month of June was one of inertia.-aone of
wait and see. In the meantime and during this month,éthe
police authorities initiated a programme of police pa%rols to
cover the areas of the burned down barracks. The &vefage
number in a patrol was six and Kilfinane was the centée for

three operations. There seemed t0o be no fixed purpos% or
‘ |
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objeotive in these patrols excopt, as it vere, to say
'look here, lads, ve are still here'. -Onoc day they would go -
to Blton, next to Ballylanders, Darragh, Glenoshoeng
HMountrussell, and so on. There vas also a lorry-communication
botwvoen Galdbally and Kilfinane. One day, Davy Clancy wvag
coming home in a ¢rool from the market in Knocklong vhen this
lorry patrol passed him. It pulled up and Yheelan = tlI:e man
vho saved Cravford = gave & terrible beating to Clancy vith
the butt of his riflc. A4 wuoel later, Poddy O'Donnell and
Clancy came into tovn and seorched the place for him vith
loaded revolvers, but he couldn't be found. '.rhey vero on
their tay homo by the Mill and they called in to Hick|Tobin's
for & drink, Tho shop is ceparated by a partition from the
kitehen, After they hnd their drink thoy went oway. | thaeelan
was in the kitchen, but thoy didn't lmou it. The patrole vere
now being wotched ond timed while & small company of
Volunteors gathered at Clancy's cach day to make en attack on
this patrol., Their objectivo was to seise the guns and
ammnition with the least amount of bloodshed. Jack HeCarthy
bad information ong day early in July that the mtro%l. wag
going o Ballylandors. He placed tvo Voluntcers %o vateh their
movemonts and ono of those e - Yas p‘laced at
tho 11411 Cross, Whilo waiting, got dry and vent into
Mick Tobin'®s for a érink and, vhiloc there, tho pntx'tln mesed
dovn unknoun to him and over tho mountain road to Ballylanders.
AS thoe police roturned the same road, & dispateh ri%ier'rode
rapidly by Glenbrohene %o Clancy's to convey the information.
The waiting I.R:A: got moving rapildly cnd went along the slopes
of lMoorstovn lHountain and over Eileen to Ballintubber road.
Theore they took up their positions, but wera lageg ‘the patrol
had passed and veroe nov on their way safely to Kilfinane.
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THE FIRST AMBUSH, BALLINAHINCH.

On 9th July, the waiting column saw a patrol 6f police
walking over the Cush road. The few rifles and shotguns were
novw taken out of a souterrain at Cush on the side of a glen
and with their guns they marched out of Clancy's Yérd in
charge of Paddy O'Donnell for Ballinvreena Cross. These were
the few daring men who formed the nucleus of the first
officially recognised flying column in Ireland. Bill Cunneen.
was dispatched after the police on biké to Elton where they
had gone. There he had to remain until he saw which road

they took home.

In the meantime the boys had t aken up their positions
near Ballihahinch Castle near Denis Carroll's house{ He made

a strong protest - did theyvwant his house burned down, etc.?

~but they took no notice and were taking no chances.. They

ignored him. .Cunneen had now to ride rapidly past the police
in order to give the men timely warning. He rode rapidly into
the ambush position and,.without stopping, shouted: "They're
coming". As_the'police rode into the ambush, the I.R.A.
shouted "Hands up" and, in the meantime, fired a few shots

in the air. The police put up no resistance and put up their
hands. Tim Crowley, Paddy O'Doﬁnell and Clancy went over
the f ence and took the rifles and ammunition off them and

let them go their way. These men werewellknown to the police
and, when making their report that eveﬁing over.thel'phone

to headquarters, which was tapped by May Burke at the post
office, they made no report that theyrecognised any of ﬁheir
enemies. May was in I.R.A. intelligence. DNext day, Davy

came into town and passed the police who took no notice.

I must point out at this stage that some of these men

were partially on the run after Kilmallock f@r one r.eason or
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another. One of these was Danny Moloney, Iakelly.
The following took part in this small but mos% important

ambush inaall.I:eland. Reasons:-

" (1) It was carried out without any official sanction
or recognition. v

(2) It gave a new orientation to I.R.i. policy and
- its example was vigorously pursued.

(3) A continuity of service hithefto unknown since

(%) The strength of the ambuscade position against
superior odds. Thiswas the bheau ideal of victory.

With the men and with the guns and with courage, they had now
something to go on. This first ambush and its success

produced a multitude of ideas and gave them new hope. The
barrack attack was a success but only up to a point. They
won in Ballylanders, but they lost all the ammunition they had
in Kilmallock and what good were guns without ammunition.

And all the police had to do was to get a new building and
fortify it. -Therefore, a2 repetition of these barrack attacks
would produce no ultimate victory but s;alemate.

NOTE:: Denny Hannigan said a few years ago that while
crossing the country from the west of the county
to Cush with Paddy Clancy, he got the idea of a
column of fighting men moving freely from place
to place. In this he insinuates that it wés he
initiated this policy. I must categorically
deny any such assumption on his part. He had
neither hand, act or part in what took place at
Cush in the first nine days of July. DNone of the
men who took part ever dreamt of such an idea.

It was a spontaneous attempt to getarms and, f rom
its success, developed the idea of future efforts
on the same principle. And from it grew the flying
column. '

I hope this statement will knock on the head
any ideas of a preconceived plan - there was no
such thing. The following .are the names of those
who took part at Ballinahinch:w-

Paddy O'Donnell, Cush, in charge; Tim Crowley,
Ballylanders; Davy and Ned Tobin, Ballinalacken;
Miclk Cloughessy, Ballinvreena; Dick Kincaid,
Ballinvreenaj; Davy Clancy, Cushj Danny Moloney,
Lakelly; Tom Crawford, Ballylanders; Paddy Slattery,
Ballinvreena; Phil Ryan, Ballinvreena; Tom Howard,
Glenbrochane; John Flynn (Beg), Ballinvreena.

Scout - Bill Cunneen, Cush.
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Thé rifles were taken to Glenbrohane Church and Ihidden
in the Delfry. Tho victory vas divided equally betwa’efn tuo
conpanies, Cush and Ballylaﬁders. Danny Holoney 1as tho only

cutsider. The boys thon returncd to thoir homes. |

Just_ before thzé,_ a big brikade moeting was nam; in
Loughgur vhere Ernie O'alley attendeds They could get no
sanction from G.H.4. for an aggressive policy. They Lstarted
on thelr ovn initintive and ignored headquarters, Faddy

0'Donnell attendcd this meeting.

Corrigen, a policeman, ran into e nearby cottage! « they
|
folloved him in and $ook his gun £rom hin. lulvey, o policeman

who w48 also there, I

He verc saving rye grass about 10 a.m. in our ﬁfald nedyp

the Cross of Ballimnvreens vhen ve sav six policemen p!aaa by
vith their rifles hold by the barrels dalanced on the‘ir
shoulders. They vere valking and turned ot Ballimregena for
Elton. Iy father and Paddy were with me. I vent straight to
Claney's, Cush; and Bill Cunneeny who was in sorvice jthere,
vas gent immediately to Hed Tobin's, Ballimalncken, bly Clancy
and to eollect the Ballylanders lads, I returned andl, about
an hour later, the Ballylondors mena rrived, all ama!d,' ina
baclk-to=back trap doun the 0ld road. All tho local lads wWere
collected in the meantime and ware waiting at theﬁroias.
Cunneon asked mwe for threeopence as he was short that Emuch to
buy @ bottlo of lemonade in Eltom, BHo vas to follov up on
his bicycle to sce the tmy the police wero going homoiq Vhen
he reached Elton the police vwere having & drink at Ptfddy
Sullivan's, vhere he also orderod a lemonade. Uhen he sav
they wvere going home thesamowvay, he passed them out: at

Enocktown and told the boys vho were then in positioni in
]
|
|
!
|
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Ballinahinch. When the police were captured they‘were'taken
across the fields towards Molua where they were r eleased,

and they went home by the Cross of Cush.

The boys daubed their faces with mud before the attack
so that they would not be recognised, and when my brother
Paddy came back he washed his face and told Tom (now Fr.Tom)
to tackle the horse wnd trap immediately. They drove into
town and at the Lowbridge they passed the police. That was
all h&€ wanted, so as to let them think he wasn't there in
the attack. '

John Flynn (Beg), Ballinvrééna,tfas also iﬁ the a ttack,

"His shotgun went off dccidentally before the attack and

he nearly shot Crowley.

EMLY STATION - JULY 13. -

_Tﬁe I.R.A. were quick to grasp the significance of this,
their [irst successful venture, and were now d etermined that
no opportunities were to be lost to incfease their armament.
Consequently} information came that a patrol of scldiers were
coming 6ut every day from Tipperary to Emly, which patrol
didn't consist of more than eleven men. S0, with the rifles
%t-their disposal, they decided to make an attack. They
‘1eft‘Danny Molbney's early on the morning of July 13th and
.took up fheir positions near themilway station. They remaine-
ed in position all day and felt desperately hungry when,

' toward evening, on came the patrol with 3 R.I.C. men and

8 soldiers. The military became suspicious and made a
retreating movemenf, but the I.R.A. were guick to size up

the situation and changed their positions, which brought the
retreating enemy into battle. Both sides now took to the
fields and the battle lasted for an hour. Then the two R.I.C.
men rana way and left the soldiers to the mercy of a corporal
and 1 policeman who surrendered with all his forces. One

of their number was wounded,
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They had nov added 9 more rifles to their very limited
store and Denny Hannigan handed a note to the corporal saying
that he had made a good fight, but that he was overpowered by
superior numbers. Although Hannigan did this he was not in
charge. Paddy O'Donnell still held this honour. Those who
took part were:- Paddy 0O'Donnell, Cush, in charge; Davy
Clancy, Jerry Callaghan, Iakelly; Mick Shanahan, Glenlaraj
Jack Lee, Ballintubber; Tom Howard, Glenbrohane; Tim Crowvley,
Ballylanderss; Davy and Ned Tobin, Ballinalacken; Danny Moloney,
lakelly; Tom and John Joe Crawford, Ballylanders; Denny
Hannigan, Anglesboro'. (13 farmers' sons, 1 business man,

1 labourer). Also took part Con Kearney, Tiermoor.

When the soldiers had surrendered after one of their
number had been wounded, Paddy O'Donnell lined them up in a
field with a policeman and searchee them. They then made a
search of the surrounding farmhouses for the two sergeants of
police who had runa way.when the fight started, but they
faileq‘to f;nd”them. JTheyhthen let the s oldiers go to their
barracksl The“eorrect_ﬁeégers are 8 soldiers and 3 policemen.

They had now captured nine rifles more with ammunition.

Paddy O'Donnell pressed hard on them to take captured

guns to Glenbrohane Church again, but the Ballylanders boys

wented a "show off" in their own wvillage, so he was overruled.
They commandeered horses and traps at-Emly and drove in a
spirit of exultation to Ballylanders, arriving about 4 p.m.
where they pulled up at a loeal pub. The whole village turned
out tog reet them as the heroes of the hour and in a spirit

of almost wild enthuisiasm. That night they put the rifles
into the church and went home. On the following night they
took the guns out of the church, put them into a funeral

carriage and drove to Ballindangan.



ATTACK ON CROWLEY'S, BALLYTANDERS, 15th JULY 1920.

Tvio days after the Emly ambush, several Volunteers were
on guard at Crewley's. These were:- Tom CranOT&, Jerry
Callaghan, Mick O0'Reilly, Tim Crowley and other members of
the family. They had-got information that several arrests were
to be made in Ballylaﬁders and were now on their guard against
such an eventuality and had a night guard. On the night of
the l5thmat 11 p.m. Tim Crowley was on guard when he noticed
three police leaving the barrack ruins and ¢ rossing the road.
Hemised the alarm and the others, vho were in hed, were
guickly down steirs with loaded revolvers. He told them there
were only three policemen there and that they would disarm
‘them. He led the way out the back followed By the others and
when they r eached the Galballf read they were conironted by a
soldier who called halt; Crowley pulled out his revolver”and
fired which was replied to by a hail of buliets. They
fortunately escaped and ran back to his home. They then tried
to e scape by the front door where they got another hot reception
Tlm.escaped by tne bog rouad and Tum CLaUIULQ Icll wounded,
while the others eventually got into Cronley s again from where
they kept up 1nterm1ttent flrlng from thelr revolvers. When
their ammunition was exhausted they surrendered. The place
was surrounded by British troops. The following were taken
prisoners:- Chris Upton, Jim and Mick Crowley, Tom‘Crawford,
Jerry Callaghan, LakéllYé Jack Crowley, Mick.Reiily. AThey
all got long terms of imprisonment and were'badly manhandied
on their way to Limeriek Jail. Toﬁ Cravford was put in hospital
under military guard. A rescue was planned, bet it didn't

come off.

BRUREE - END OF JULY.
After spending a few days in Ballindangan, the column
went on. to Tiermon and f rom there to Tankardstown, Kilmallock.

There they met George Lennon, Dungarvan, and Sean Stack, Kerry,
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who were solieiting subscriptions in that locality for the

D4il Bireann Ioan which was being raised to carry on the
strugéle. "While there they got information that a patrol of
police would pass on the Kilmellock-Bruree road. They ?ook

up position and; as the patrol approached, one of the I.R.A.
crossed the road which gave the police timely”warning, which put
the Volunteers in a sérious position. Fire was opened on both
sides and, after a sharp exchange, the column withdrew. That
night they marched to.Tiermoor.where they arrived at midnight.

Column men Paddy -O'Donnell in charge; Davy Clancy, Cushj Mick

Shanahan, Glenlara; Jack Lee, Ballintubber; Tom Howard,

Glenbrohanes; Tim Crowley, Ballylanders; Davy and Ned Tobin,
Ballinlacken; Dick Kinecaid, Ballinvreenaj; Danny Moloney,
lackelly; John J. Cravford, Bally;anders; Con Xearney, Tiermoor
Sean Stack, Kerry; Ned Barry; Kilfinane; Gecorge Lennon,

Dungarvan; Joe Crowley, Ballylanders.

About the middlé of July, Members of the new police force
arrived in Kilfinane. Most of these were Orangemen from the
north. They had no sooner arrived than they started a reign
of ferror and no one was safe f rom them. Every other night
they shot up the town and God help anyone who came in their
vay. Pay night was the worst when they were primed with drink
or on Sunday nights after Benediction. Their movements were
now closely watched by the Volunteers and timed on instructicns
from Jack McCarthy. It was noted that they stood at the Priory
gate in the VWest End to have a smoke when the streets were
empty. Jack decided to put an end to'théir gallop, so he
called a meeting of the officers for Tom Liﬁsett's. There
he put the case strongly before them that_something would have
to be done. EHe put the matter to a vote and was strongly

supperted in his efforits by Con Keeffe, but was defeated by a
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majority of onc. The police wore left with @ freo hand and,

. |
ghortly aftor, a Canadian - vho was on holidays for the first
time in this country - had & narrov oscapd from them. Bixz of"

then fired at hin at 50 yards but missed. _ |

Their attecks on the poopls vere made from different’
dircotions§ sometimes thoy would slip out of tho barrack and
go around by tho Yell road., This wvas the shot whore l:;enny
Foondn, Thomastovn, had organised on his ovn to e.t:ﬁ!:.cu:l;f them
without permission from his captain, Uhen Jack heard it

ho eallod it off and reprimanded Hoonan. |

I‘t‘ vao during this month thot the brigado arns d\fzmp wag
built at Joe Power's (Mrs, McCarthy'o), Thomastovn,. fxp vos
'bm.lt by Pat Ryan, the mason, High St., and built of brick
supplied from Jack HeCarthy's premises. J

A policemen by the name of Gunn vas excecding the limit.

The I.R.A, vent to Tommy Carroll’s and took four guns out of
: i

the tankard, but thoy failed to £ind him, '

i

At tho ond of Jnl; the real Tans arrived in towr;u Thoy
had no police uniforms. Song tore tho complete khaki uniform
of a soldicr vith & bolt and black police cap. méef hod the
police tunic with khaki trousers. There was no suo::h;I thing as

uniformity of siso from under § ft. to 6 £t. They.had all

tho eppearance of hnngngailoua dospoeradoen. J

' |
At this time, as the struggle was boing intensificd,

tvo Volunteors of the Kilfinane Company - !
vent to Americs. Bofore that the D4l 1ssued an order that

no man of military age should leove the country. |
! |

ABBESE_OF_FXIZOFRALDS s
In tho sumor of 1920, Mick Hortell with Some robber
. ) . |
prisoners froam Kilmllock was passing through Fitzgl‘erald'a

|
|
f
'
|
1
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vard at Effin. 0ld Fitzgerald, an ex-R.I.C. man, thought
an attack was being made on his house, so he opened fire and
wounded Mortell. His two sons were afterwards arrested and
held in custody. Eventually they were taken blindfolded by
Denis Noonan, Ballyorgan, to Rea's of Coolivehy, where they
were held for some time. Eventually the trial took place at
Maurice Pillon's, Tully, before Hannigan, where they were
fined £500 for their father's misdeed. After some time

the full amount was paid by cheque and they were released.

CROWLEY 'S BURNED DOWE :

At the end of July, Crowley's, Ballylanders, was burned
down by the newly-arrived Black and Tans. It was the Tans
who occupied Kilmallock Workhouse and burned it down; on that
occasion they were accompanied by Sergeant Maguire. They took
three new bicycles out of the shop before they did the job
and Maguire's children were afterwards riding around the
‘stréets of\Kilfinane where the family lived all through the
struggle. | 7

When the arms dump was completed the guns were taken
from the loft of the Parish Priest's coach-house where they
had been brought from Ballinlyna for immediate service to be
used agaihst the Orange policemen. This was, of course,
unknown to the P.P., but at the connivance of Maurice
Hartlgan, the priest's boy. A little later they were taken
in a horse butt around the well-rog&d to the brigade dump
at Thomastown by Denny Noonan and in it were four rifles

and four shotguns. ‘.

KILDORRERY AMBUSH.

In thd first few days of Auéust the column left Tiermoor
and went to Ballindangan. Here they stayed for a few days
ﬁhile Hannigan was in communication with Dublin. They then ‘
got information that a patrol of Black and Tans - first time

they were called Black and Tans - left Kildorrery every day
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for Rockmills. On 6éth August they lay in ambush but the
patrol failed to turn up. The column returned to Ballin-
dangan where they were staying. Here Hannigan had a
communication from G.H.Q. Dublin, giving official sanction
to the flying column and showed it to Paddy 0'Donnell and
Tim Croﬁley. As they walked out é boreen with the 12 men
of the column Crowley held them up and said they must
appoint officially a column leader. O'Donnell, Crowviley and
Clancy had already agreed among themselves that Denny
Hannigan, being a much older man than any of éhe rest of
them, should have the honour of leading the column and by
a unanimous voicé theyé.ll agreed; and f rom that day |
Hannigan became column leader and directed all operations
to the end of the stiuggle.

Here they were joined by Tom Barry, Glanworth, and a
few others from Worth Cork Brigade where no column at this
time had been formed. They were also joined by Miss
Sullivan from Tipperary, a qualified nurse. They marched
for Kildorrery and took up their position not far from
Kildorrery on the Rockmills road. In-a cottage nearby
Nurse Sullivan set up a dressing station in the cottage of
an old man. As they remained in position inside the fence
a local farmer came along to the same field tb save his

hay and, when he saw the armed men, he decided that it was

- no place for him. Tim Crowley spoke to him and his men

and asked would they remain working so as to allay any
suspicions by the enemy which he agreed to do and, when the
Tiring started, they took to their heels as fast as theit
legs cculd t ake them. The fight was sharﬁ and short; th?ee
Tans vere wounded in the first volley and, after further
exchanges, the rest surrendered with one R,I.C. sergeant.
They captured eight rifles. Miss Sullivan czme from her

quarters and dressed the wounded, bhut one Tan who was
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_seriously wounded subsequently died.

The following took part:- Denny Hannigéﬂ, leader;

Paddy O'Donnell and Davy Clancy, Cushj; Tory Barrett and Denny
Noonan, Kilfinanej; Davy and Ned Tobin, Ballinalacken; Tim
Crowley and Paddy BHannigah, Ballylanders; John J. Crawford,
Ballylanders; Mick Shanahan, Glenlara; Tom Howard, Glenbrohane;
Danny Moloney, lackelly; Tom Barry, Glanworth, Bill Burke,
Ballindangan; Jack O'Neill, Carrahough, Nurse Sullivan,
Tipperary. - ’

Company formation:- Anglesboro‘- D. Hannigang Ballylanders -
Tim Crowley, Davleobin, Ned Tobin, John J. Crawford, Paddy
Hannigan; Cush - Davy Clancy, Paddy O'Donnell, Mick Shanahan,
Tom Howard; Kilfinane - (Tory) Ned Barrett, Denny Noonan;
Lakelly -~ Danny Moloney;

The Corkmen now réturned home and the Limerick column
carrying an extra rifle and ammunition each, marched westward
on Hannigan's ordeﬁs to Annakisha ﬁhere he knew some‘friends.
They marched alcng the open road when they got some miles from
Kildorrery, but Paddy O'Donnell advised them to take the fields
as there would be military activity. They had no sooner done
so than a lorry of troopé came.along-and they had to run for
shelter. Having billeted in Annakisha, thej went to bed, but
a sudden alarm roused them from their slumbers and in the rush
Crowley put his pants bhack to front iﬁ the rush downstairs..

The military passed on.

The following day being Sunday, they left Annakisha and
merched over Glenanair up Ballydonolhue and at Keale they drank
a boiler of milk in Matt Noonan's field where he was saving
hay. They then went on to Glenroe where Father Ambrose, P.P.
invited them in' for some refreshments. They hadn't a smoke.
between them and, while he was out, they smoked his pipe full

of tobacco between them. When he returned he saw his pipe was



~was empty and he said, jokingly "I thought Iwas éntertaining
‘Irish rebels, but I see now I am enterﬁaining Irish robhers”.
They stayed in Tully that night and on the following day they
marched by‘Ballintubber to Tiermoor where they remained until
the léth ﬁugust. On that morning they marched to Glenbrohane
where Davy Clancy heard the 'sad news that his fearless brother
Paddy (Creamefy manager) was killed near Kanturk. Two days
before this the British military arrived in Kilfinane 40 strong

and occupied Ivy House in Barrack St.

Jack McCarthy had received a telegram on 16th about
funeral arrangements fbr the following day to Molua. There
was a large crowd in towh waiting for it but the soldiers
wére'also there with fixed bayonets'and trouble was expected

.but nothing happened. They allowed the coffin pass.through
Brislane. A-Volunteér officer in Chafleéille;‘Co. Cork, stood
on the running board of the motor car. Then they searched
everyone. I followed the funeral to Molua where, after the
burial had taken place, six men of thé flying column wearing
bandoliers and carrying rifles stepped forward. ht that
moment I got the grea%ést thrill of my life. - It was the first
time I had seen ‘a soldier gf the Irish Republic ina rms and
this memory will always remain wifh me. The blood was rushing
in my veins wheﬁ, suddenly, something happened. "They are |
coming" someone shou?ed and, a%‘that.mdment, I saw the six
men step quietly over the fence to the other side. I think
we all could have fled helter-skeltef, but the situation
demanded dignity with honour to the fallen soldier. It was
a justifiable alarm, as the Tans passed over "the line" in a
Iérry. The men in charge of Denny Hannigan stepped forward
again and fired three volleys over the grave which re-echoed
throughout the hills. It was the first challenge of defiance

I had heard. But what of his comrades of the firing party
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who knelt over his grave.' Alas! The volleys were heard again
and haif his chosen comrades of the firing'party, before six

months, had followed in his footsteps to the grave.

The firing party were:- Tim Crowley, Paddy Hannigan,

Davy Tobin, Tom Murphy, Tom Howard, Ned Murphy.

Liam Lynch was also there, so was Jack McCarthy who had

" fortuitously escaped the day before. The moment I saw’

Hamnigan I recognised him as the man I saw enter the caravan

with Dr. Powell.

That evening the column went by Glenbrohame to Glenroe
where they hid their rifles under a haycock in John Cranwick's
field opposite the parish priest's residence. On the following
morning, coming up from Tully where they stayed the night,
Clancy and 0'Donnell were suddenly confronted by -a patrcl of
soldiers from Kilfinane. They were called on to halt but ran
and fire was opened.' Clancy escaped, but C'Domnell was
captured; but after giving a very plausible excuse, they let
him go. That evening they marched via Glenbrohane to Tiermoor.
The military were searching around the place, but they did

not get the rifles.

MILITARY ARRIVE IN TOWN

" On 14%th August 1920, the British militaryarrived in town
and commandeered Ivy House in Barrack St. Between it and the
R.I.C. Barracks was the Fair Green. The company was about
35 strong in charge of Lieut. Ralph. On the following morning
they decided to make arrests and, for this purpose, made their
first raid for Jim Condon, Ashbrook, who escaped by hiding in
an alcove in the kitchen. On the following morning (16th),
assisted by troops from Kilmallock, they searched tﬁe houses

of Pat Carroll, Tom Barry, Justin McCarthy and Maurice MeGrath,
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but all these escaped. Dan McCarthywas arrested but let go

again after an hour's detention.

Barry and Condon went to work in Cork,while Haurice

McGrath, Carroll and Justin went on the run and joined the

flying column. Another party in charge of Lieut. Ealph and
led by Tom O'Comnor, R.JI.C., surrounded Jack cCarthy's -

who at that moﬁenf ﬁas actually reading the telegram'frém
Kanturk, which he tore up and threw into a waste paper basket.
He walked out the back door, passed Tom O'Connor, R.I.C. on
his way out to the_yard. Unchallenged by Tommy, he crossed
the road into Hennessy's and escaped through a window into

the graveyard. - In the meantime,.Ralph had discovered the torn
telegram which hé pieceq together. Tommy Fa told me after-
wards that the military were in a pa}ticularlylbad'mood that

day and if they caﬁght Jack HeCarthy, he'd never reach Limerick

'Jail alive.

TRIAL OF CONSTABLE T. Q'COLNOR, R,I.C.

On the following day Lieut. Ralph made a dharge before

the authprities that O'Connor had wilfully connived at the
escape of Jack keCarthy and he was iﬁmediately sugﬁended from
duty. He had a young family and this suspension, I'p:ésume,
deprived him of his pay. On 20th October his trial was to
take place in the R.I.C. barrack before Co. Inspecﬁor J.M.Ryan‘
and Colonel Hope, Kilmallock. The Crown Prosecutor was the
District Inspector at Bruff. John Powef, solicitor, Kilmallock
defended.- Tommy Pa was only a few months Ifrom his pension.
The plea was put forward that he got no specific instructions
before the raid and thatv these were only impliéd. Things were
now going so bad with him that he decided before theé trial to
feign madness and he went to Dr. Connery, J.F., SpringrLodge,
to get a certificate, Coﬁnery:feplied'to him: "You arg not

mad, C'Connor. I'11 give you a certificate for neurasthenia®
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VYhen the trial came off, Ralph and the military, including
Col. Hope, did all in their powver to have him dismissed, but
Inspector's O'Regan's report to Dublin Castle saved him and

he was restored to his position.

The military position has now completely altered as
far as the I.R.A. are concerned. The occupation of Kilfinane,
Kilmalloek, Hospital, Pallas and Galbally by large forces of
enemy troops has weakened the security of the republican forces
and thrown them on the defensive. They could no longer pick
and choose a few police or Tans on patrol and capture their
guns and ammunition. Their knowledge of military tactics and
novements was nil, so they had to adapt themselves to the new
conditions with which they were now confronted. The importance
of the first 23 rifles captured at Ballinahinch, Emly and
Kildorrery cannot nov be overestimatéd, vhich formed the back-
bone of a strong column of young men who had.now to go on the
run to escape arrest. The column‘gas now brought up to thirty
in stréngth with plenty of shotgun reservists to be called on
when reguired. Irom now on every attack had to be a success
by capture of rifles andanmunition. Anything else was
tantamount to a defeat. The I.R.A. column were now up against

it by sudden raids from the enemy. Guards had to be provided

for night duty, communications improved and extended, a shut-

mouth policy, a splendid courage which was never wanting,
and a finer spirit of resistance. Their response was
magnificent and, like the spartan mother of old who told her

sons to come home on their shields, that was their spirit.

The day the enemy failed to arrest the Volunteers
Fr. Lee came up town and two officers approached and told him
he was making Sinn Fein speeches from the altér. He replied:
#I take my orders from my ecclesiastical authorities and not

from you'.
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The column now left Con Kearney's, Tiermoor,landxﬂent 6n
to Glenroe and from there the? continued their journey to
Ballindangan. From there they crossed country via Ballingirue
to Carrig Castle, arriving late that night. On the following
morning they were up at dawh and were joined by a few North
Corkmen, namely Tom Barry, Davy Barry, Sean O'lieill and Bill
Burke. They lay in ambush near Carrig Castle for a party of
Tans until nightfall. The enemy -failed to turn up. They
stayed that night and left the following afternooh for Tully
where they:pested for a few days. They were mow joined by
Justin HMcCarthy, Peter Steep, Pat Carroll, Maurice MeGrath,
Mick and Ned Walsh, Glenroe, whose home was afterwards burned
down by the Tans. They novw moved on to Ballyeahill where they
remained for some time. While there, information came through
that a patrol of military were going on certain da&s to
Kilteely via Ballinamona Cross. This was to be their biggest
effort yet and all available forées were called in for the
operation including some Mid-Limerick men. Early on the
morning of 18th September they left Ballycahill and marched to
Ballinamona where they took up their positions at 6 a.m.
Remaining in their positions all day, but the enemy‘failed to
turn up by that route, butwent instead by the old road to
Kilteely. They left that evening and marched to Cush and
Ballinvreena where they remained. Maurice Costello, a
Kilfinane ex—soidier, was in-this attempted ambush. The

. strength of the éttacking party was- about sixty men.

]

On the following day, with my brother Fat, who was then
& medical student, we went over to Jim C'Donnell's for hay
which was purchased by my father, in a pony and éar. At Patsy
Quan's on the old road, a man in the yard told us not to go
any further, but we took no notice of him and continued on

our journey to the Upper Cross of Cush. There we met Phil

"
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and Bill O'Donnell and.we drove into the field whﬁch runs

down to Clancy's house. Whilewe held the pony thé Q'Donnell
brothers began to fill the load when, all of a. sudden, ve

saw about 25 or 30 armed men run rapidly out of Ciancy's yvard
up by the fence of our‘field to the upper road where they
lined the fence of the road in extended formation to within
ten vards of the Upper‘Cross. For us it was now the real
crisis began. The military and Tans in charge of;Ralph vere
already raiding Clancy's and it was by a mere coincidence that
Josie O0'Donnell, sister of Paddy, was looking out the top
window and saw them coming over the line from Kiifinane.

She rushed dowvn the road and they had just time to escape.
Only for her there could have Been a terrible tragedy. The
soldiers on the road, while thé:?aid'was on, went in extended
formation toward the Upper Cross. How we were in a desperate
situation and Phil O'Donnell became excited and shouted at the
top of his wvoice at everythiné -~ the pony, his brother and at
us. He could be heard all over the place and no wonder.

We hadn't a'chance in a thousand of escape. The laét soldier
stood at Paddy O'Donnell's gate only 20 yards from the Upper
Cross while he was covered by an I.R.A. man concealed behind
Mike Duggan's gaté only 20 yards away. Only for us there would
have been a bloody mess that day and, fortunately for ué, the
soldier never walked the other 20 yards to the Cross. It was
the most terrifying experience I ever had except for one other
occasion when British soldiers fried to shoot me at}point blank
range.

There was a motor car and about 30 bicycles in Clancy's
yard belonging to members of the Column, and the officer in
charge asked Stacia could she explain the presence of the car
but he never said a wofd about the bicycles, and the& went away

The officer suggested going home the upper road, but Tommy FPa
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said No, they would go home the way they came by the lower crosy
He told mé himself he had the ‘'wind up' and that they were in
immeﬁiéte:daﬁger. There would certainly have beeé'a bloody
battle that day but for us. For a considerable time the column
were more than anxious to have a contest inarms with Lieut.
Ralph owing to his mean, despicable and cowardly conduct to
Mrs. McCarthy and her young unprotected family. Eﬁér since
Jack escaped he (Ralph) suffered like a maniac from an
imaginary disease. Every night without exception during the
previous six weeks and at the most intonvenient times, he
turned the house upside down. He never even hesitéfed to
violate the privacy of her -daughter's bedrooms after midnight.
This fellow was a thorough blackguard and a disgrace to the

uniform he wore.

The column were now convinced that he would come again
with reinforcements and decided to prepare for him'. They sent
to Ballinvreena for the rest of the column who were staying
around there and the whole comprised about sixty mén. They
now took up their positions at the upper cross in e?tended

formation for about 400 yards, but he failed to return.

L£s a matter of historical fact the man who raided Clancy's
on that day was not Ralph, whowas away that day, but a young
officer from Kilmallock who replaced him for one day; and this

young officer took Tommy Pa's advice - he was a sound judge.

When the enemy had gone, the boys went down and took away
their bicycleé and about ten of them stood inside on the old
Ford car and drove up the road with rifles at the r eady.

That evening they were joined at Cush by Fr. Dick MéCarthy
(who was on the run from Church and State), Nurse Sullivan

and Mary Clancy. The strength of the column varied!according
1

to the circumstances. The permanent column was about 30 men.
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FATHER LEE AND ATTACK_ON ENEMY. i

Shortly before the incident related at Cush, &ustin
McCarthy called one night to the Parochial House to see Father
Lee and told him that the leaders of the column had decided
to come into town on a certain night and attack Ralph and his
patrol on the street. It would put a brake on his;depredations
However, after discussing the matter in all its aséects, Fr.
Lee consented. The fbll&wing day was Sunday and m§ father
went to s econd Mass., The P.P. was standing at the'door of the
church and he said to my father, "Michael, Iwant to have a
chat‘wifh you for a minﬁte", so they went around the church
to the convent side. Thefe, Fr. Lee revealed to him the whole
story - that Justin was with him on Saturday nightiand the
attack was t0'téke place at 8 p.m. on the following Tuesday
when curfew was oﬁ. Father héard no Mass that daylbecause it
took him all his time to convince Fr. Lee that suchﬁan attack
would be insane. My father was brilliant in debateiand he put
such convinecing arguments against such. an enterprise that
Fr. lee finally surrendered and called it off. Mrs. McCarthy
was a special friend of my mother's and was a constént visitor.
It was to save her and her house whichwas a certainty to be
burned to the ground. Her business would be destro&ed and her

position financially would be complete ruination. As wellas

that, probably hali the town would be burned down. ;There is no

doubt but he took the proper view when the gains would be

measured against the loésses.

GLENIARA, SEPTEMBER 23rd.

On the evening of 19th September the column left Cush and
went to Glenbrohane where they rested for the next few days.
Through Kilfinane intelligence they made preparations to make
an attack on a lorry of Black and Tans who were in the habit

of passing between Tipperary and Kilfinane. MheelanL the R.I.C.

l
!
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man, would be on this lorry and Davy made the remarﬁ,on this
occasion "Whatever ye do let Wheelan to me'"; he was.the only
enemy he had on this earth. The site selected for this attack -
was at Mary Burke;s farmhouse, about 300 yards on the Kilfinane
side of Crawford's Cross. .September 23rd was on a Saturday,
" and the following left Kilfinane to take part in the attack:-
Paddy Ryan (Ballinanima), captain; Willie O‘'Keeffe, Towm;
Sean Cagney, N.T., Paddy Hayes, Ballinlyna, and Jer Boland,
High Bridge. The plan of attack was to run a horse's common
car out Mary Burke's gate and s top the lorry. But, instead,
a privaté car came from the Tipperary. side and Hannigan went
out on the road and put up his hand to stop it. As he did so
a shot rang out from the front of the car fired by a man sitting
beside the d river, but he missed. He was Saunders, of Saunders
Fark, Charleville. The column leader fired back and the car
went into reverse and, although fired on from all sides,
Saunders made good his escape and went to Inticklong where he
'phoned up Tipperary, Galbally, Kilfinane and Kilmallock.
After this inéident the column retifed to the upper road while

they watched hundreds of troops search the houses below them.

It was that night that Bill Corbett had a remarkable -
escape fromdeath. Iate that night the Tans raided his home
at Ballinvreena. He was in bed and nothing would persuade them
but that he was Davy Clancy. They said so several times
and had kheir revolvers drawn to éhoot. They would fhen come
out into the kitchen, look at the photo they had of Clancy, and
go back into the room agéin. They would argue betwegn them-
selves if he were the ﬁan. They all then went'outside the
 back door for a final consultation, came in agaln and looked at
him and went away. Bill never recovered from that shock. His
brother Ned and sister helped to save him. Another loeal lad,

that night, got a terrible beating. He was Jim Condbn, Glenlara
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iAn officer put ammunition into a coat that was hangﬁng up and
asked him to account for it, which, of-course, he bbuldn't.
They then started to beat him up and Wheelan had him black and
blue dnd bdttered to pieces. They then took him out to the
road field and told him to run for it, but her efused. A
soldier using vile laﬁguage said "I'11 make you, you so-and-so,
driving the ‘bayonet into his back; ‘Hexfent dowmn aﬁd they took
him fo the lorry and drove to Kilmallock where they threw him
into a disused lavatory at Ashill Towers. His clothes were
saturated with blood from the wound in his back. “fter a few
houré they brought him out again to the guardroom where four
soldiers beat him almost to death, threw him back into the
hole again, where he became unconscious. A friendly soldier
next morning gave 'him a drink of water and told hiﬁ to Tevort
the matter to the colonel. Half an hour later he told him not
to report as he was going to Liﬁerick Jail and if he reported
before he left they would shoot him on the way. He was three
days in his ¢ ell before any doctor saw him, and th?n said

" there was no hope of recovery. He lived to tell his_story.
That evening the column went by Glenaree to Glenfoe and

from there the local lads went home.

The following day, being Sunday 24th September, they vent
to Mass. after second Mass in Glenroe, Pat Carroll, Demny
loonan, Mick Noonan and Maurice HecGrath vere coming towards
Barnabundcka bridge when they were suddenly confronted by a
lerry of Tans. They-jumped Ballinacourty gate and the Tans
opened f%re and kept firing because the boys héd no cover in
a big open space; but theyeall escaped. That evening, they
brought bloodhounds and méde a thorough search of the whole

area but found nothing.

“About 11.15 that night I was in bed and I heafd a lorry
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of soldiers pull up on the opposité'side of theS'tréet. As I
peeped out the side of the window blind I saw a man;knocking
at Jim Regan's pub. When the door opened I recogniéed the
officer and a civilian. They had two drinks, paid for by the
officer, and then went awéy. Hext morning I asked Jim who was
the civilian and he told me he was "Fiddler® (as Bfick Pigott
was ¢ alled) vhose brother was a Volunteer. He told Jim that
they picked him up above in thesguare. The officer. also paid
for two drinks'for the following morning. 1 reported the

matter to Willie O'Keeffe, the adjutant, but nothing came of it

GLENIARA .

Vihile thé column were waiting at Glenlara for the lorry
Ned Slattery, Josie and Gret 0'Donnell and Mary Clahcy vere
working hard preparing sandwiches and tea for the I.R.A. at
Corbett's. When they took over therefreshments to Glenlara
the columnvvas gone. They had to return with their ioad to

Ballinvreena Cross where Corhett's house is situated.

FROM_END _OF SEFTEMBER TO OCTOBER 24TH.,

During this period the column remained inactive and all
reserves had gone to their homes. They now rested alternately
5etween Kilclooney, Tully, Rupala and Tiermoor. During this
recess a big Sinn Fein Court was held in Herbertstoﬁn which
vas guarded by about 10 men of the column in charge of Ned

Tobin. I have nor ecord as to what happened there.

At this time therewas a hunger-strike in Cork Jail and
several I.R.A. men from Ballylanders were in a very weak |
condition. Tim Crowley decided to go and s ee his brother who
was one of them. In Cork he dressed in the clothesiof a priest
and entered the prison without beingr ecognised. Aifewwiays
after - Oct. 23rd - he returned home by train with ﬁick

‘

Scanlon, N.T., Galbally. They came off the train at
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Kilmallock amd walked up the road. They crosgsed tge fields to
Hayes's, Ballinacﬁrra, and from there %o Kearney's,:Tiermoor.
From there they turned back as there was no Toom an%came on

to Mrs. Burke's; The colum was in Tiermpor. Theyktrrived at
Mrs. Burke's, laurencetown, -about § p.m. Peter_Quiplan and
John Devane were there when they came in and they left about
10.30 and I'emained- chatting in the boreen outside ‘D;Lclc Ryan's
house. The Tans shouted 'hands up' and they were p?isoners.
Devane said "This is my uﬁcle's house". 4 Tan ente%ed and
asked.Dick Ryan, who was in bed; was the man outsid? his nephew
énd Ryan said no, thinking he was saying the right %hing.

"You seeeeess " he said, "youwvwere.i....." andzﬂised‘his rifle
when a man in mufti wearing a grey cap stuck in his{head and
said to the Tan in an undertone - "It's éil right™. The man
~in mufti was Maguire. Quinlan and Dwane were taken;to

Kilmallock and released next day.

The information of the eneny was soaﬂccﬁrate tbat the
first place they made for coming crosé-country from;Mountcoot
was Hayes's, Ballinacurra. But, to make deadly sure, they
mbved in three columns. The second column went by Gotoon bridge
and Ballinerana and the third, the Kilfinane troops% by
Iaurencetown Boreen, the passageway into the "Dardanelles"

(as it was known). The Kilmalioeck troops, when the% failed to
find them at Ballinacurra, turned back and made theirﬁlay aCcross
_thé river to Mrs. Burke's. At 11 p.m. they surroun@ed the house
and made them prisoners; Ralph, the Kilfinane offi@er, was dén
a ﬁurdering expedition. On that night I was standing inside

my uncle's halldoor, just before curfew, when I saw?a line of
men wearing civilian clothes and ¢ aps pulled doﬁn oﬁer their
eyes, and the collars of their coats pulled up, creéping along

close to the houses in a stooped position. They movied noise-

lessly as they had rubber soles to their booits. I said in a
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startled way to Leo, "the I.R.A., that's the flylng column'.

He caught my a rm and pulled me back in and said:in a whisper,

-"they are the military". "How do you know3" I said. "Don't

you see” he replied, "they are all shod the same waﬁ and moving
without being heard". They couldn't be seen eitherlas it was
gquite dark.

That night, Crowley and Scanlon were brought to Kilfinane
barrack and on the following say they were removed By a 1orr&
of Black and Tans to Limerick. When they r eached William St.
barrack, Mick Scanlon made a run for it across the street into

a shop where he was shot dead.

VWhen Sean Ford heard of the arrest of his two comrades

he decided on a desperate rescue bid at Limerick Jail gate.

For thlsdhrlng enterprise he picked Ned Tobin, Davy Clancy,

Tom Howard and Mary Clancy. They left CGlenbrohane in a Ford
car armed withrevolvers and a plentiful supply of bombs. They
went by Kilteely and avoided all the main roads until they
pulled up outside the jail on the opposite side of the s treet.
There they waited for a considerable time, but as tﬂe prisoners
were not coming, Ford left the car and walked down William St.
where he was to hear the sad news that his 0ld comrade was dead
and Crovley was in jail. He returned to the car and-told them
the news. They left immediately for home and arrived that

night at Glenbrohane without incident.

The next big meeting of the brigade was held at.Loughgur
Castle where an ambush for Grange was arranged and more men
were picked for the ecolumn.

Re. Crowley and Scanlon - Many are of the opinion that
the spotter was at Kilmallock station and gave the information

from there.

One of the most outrageous and covardly things ever done



was the action of Bishop Colohan of Cork. When the:hunger-
strikers in Cork Jail were on their 68th day's fast, hec ame

to theeells and tdld the dying men that they—were committing
sﬁicide and were acting against the teaching of their church.
He also said that he had a letter from their leader saying that
he did not agiee with them. Mick Reilly, Ballylanders, asked
him to show the lefter, as he had seen letters from Dev before.
‘As no letter was forthcoming, Reilly said in a half-dazed way,
"You liar, you have no letter". With that, he walked away
with his escort of three high-ranking officers. He got the
same reception from all the other prisoners. The whole prison

staff were delighted with the reception he got and no wonder.

GRABGE AMBUSH, NOVEMBER 8TH. -

, All arrangements having been made and positions inspected,
the column left Herbertstown at 3 a.m. The reserves having
been called up, the column marched 50 strong across country
and took up their positions on both sides of Gramge:bridge.

One of the best positions they occupied was the house of the
present Bishop of Limerick, Dr. O'Neill. Here they lay all
day expecting two lorries of the enemy, but instead ten
lorries of military and Tans turned up from the Bruff direction.
They could have left the Convey Pass, ﬁut a wrong signal was
given by a Volunteer on outpost duty, with ther esult that the
first two lorries appearing around the bend of the foad from
Bruff were fired on with ther esult that the supporting troops
in the other lorries avoided running into the I.R.A; position.
The fight continued for about an hour in which four British
soldiers were killed and several wounded. The enemy then
began a flanking movement and the column were eitreﬁely lucky
that they had escaped with only two wounded men, namely, FPhil

Fogarty, Glenlara, and Bill Burke, Ballindangan.
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The column then retreated towards Ballycahill,;near Elton,
bringing their wounded with them by car. The questﬁon may be
asked why were they always selecting only one or twb lorries
for attack; and why were they afraid of meeting large forces
of the enemy? The answer to the first gquestion is that
émmunition was so scarce that every attack had to be a success
in order to get new supplies from the d efeated Crowﬁ forces
and, furthermore, a defeat of the enemy éfter a proionged
fight was a waste of precious ammunition which was a technical

imockout rather than a military success. . !

That night they arrived at Ballycahill where Burke and
FogartyVWere attended to by Dr. Fitzgerald, The Cahir. Here
the column remained for a few days and then moved on to Tully,
then to Kilelooney. They then returned to Rupala, Glenbrohane,

Ballycahill and Tiermoor.

CROSS ‘OF TREE -~ DECEMBER 10TH.

The evening before the above ambush, 17 members of the
column were waiting at Kearney's, Tiermoor, in charge of Willie
Walsh, Kilclooney. Every now and then he would look at his
watch and say to Justin Mc¢Carthy: "The Kilfinane men haven't
come yet". In the meéﬁtime, He vas puttihg Tom Braézill, Jer
Boland, Bosnetstown; and Tom Regan, Martinstown, through rifle
practice in Kearney's yard. He looked at hiswatch again and
said: "Time is up, 5 p.m., we must go". Justin said: "Wait a
few minutes"™, but Walsh replied: "Ro, no time is tiﬁe”. The
three men they were waiting for were Peter Steep, Denny Noonan
and Jack Riordan, a trained British ex-soldier who ﬁad served
all through the Great War. It was his first day joining the
column. Walsh turned to John Kearney and said: "When the
Kilfinane men come, tell them to go home again®. Hé then sent

out scouts on the line of march via Molua and Ballinahinch.
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At Ballinahinch they heard a car coming and took ug'positions
although it was gquite dark.A He switched on a powefful flash-
light, but the occupants of the car, who were I.R.i. men,
shouted the password "Macroom'". They then marched on to
Lackelly, which they r eached late, where Hannigan told Brazzill
and Bbland they could go home. In the small hours of the
morning they r eached home drenched to the skin. An hour after
the column left Tiermoor the three membérs of the Kilfinane

company a rrived at Kearney's where they were told what Willie

" Walsh said. They cursed and swore and said did he e xpect them

to walk from the 'Dump' in Thomastown in broad daylight with
rifies. They left immediately and went after the column and

were joined by Joe C'Brien,  Thomastown.

On the following morning, the permanent section of the

1

column went on to Glenbrohane and the reserves assembled at

Maurice Raleigh's, Mitchelstowndown, with a few oldtimers.

In the meantime, word came through that a pay lorry with six
or eight troops had gone to Galbally and would return that
afternoon. Hasty preparations were made to intercept this
lorry at the green gate, 300 yards on the Pinkers Cross side
of thé Cross of the Tree. The position s elected couldn't be
worse as, in the évent of a surprise, there was no cover for
retreat only over large extensive fields. They took up thelr
positions by & long screen of gross timber which extended along-
the roadside for a mile, using the trees as cover. The.lorry

duly arrived and they opened fire. But, in the meantime,

2a second lorry came the same way from Galbally and was a half

mile further back. Its occupants dismounted when they heard

~the firing. The first lorry was held up by two carts placed

across the road, but they put up a stiff defence. The shooting
went on for some time until bullets started vhizzing past the

ears of the Volunteers from the south. It was only:then they
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realised that they were being attacked by another férce. The
whistle was sounded for retreat but Jack (Sean)-Riordan held
his ground and covered the retreat; His training as a soldier
was to be his end. When he made his getaway he rédceived a
fatal wound in the abdomen. There was no oné to co?er his
retreat. His position was at the green gate. Discarding
everythiﬁg és trained soldiers do when wounded, he feached
Mulvihill's publichouse where he drank a glass of brandy.
There hewas given a 1ift by a local who, when driving him
towards the Pinkers Cross in a trap car, heard a notor coming,
jumped out and r an away. The motor wvas driven by aﬁ I.R.A.
leader who pulled up and asked did he know ﬁhere thé younded
I.R.A. man wvas. Jackreplied, "I am the wounded man". .
He took him in his car to Glenbrohane and the wholefcolumn moved
on to Kilelooney. Davy Clancy was slightly wounded in this
attack. When they reached Kilclooney, Jack Riordan was put
into bed at Hennessy's, where his conditionmpidly became worse.
Be was a powerfully built young man. On the following evening
he was removed in the hospital van to Kilmallock Union where
Dr. MacHamara pérfbrmed an operation and on 1bkth December he
died.

Those who took part in the Cross of Tree ambush were:
Denny Hannigan in charge, Davy Clancy, Danny Mqloney, Denny
Noonan, Peter Steep, Jack Riordan, Maurice Costello, Mick
Shanahan, Tom Howard,'Con Harty, Paddy Ryan, Ballinanima;

John Reilly, Bog; Tom Regan, Bog; Péddy Hayes, Ballinlyna;

Sean Neilan, Bruffj Justin McCarthy, Willie Walsh.

BURIAL OF JACK RIORDAN.

At the time of ihe death of Jack Riordan at Kilmallock
Workhouse it was occupied by a large force of Tans. : Extreme.

caution had to be ekercisedlto prevent his ceath from'being ¥nown

" tb the Crown. They removed his body that night out ﬁhe side
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door of the Uorkhouse and plaeed it in the anbulance driven
by \1l1ie Houghton, Ho took tho €orpso by o circuitous route
by Ardpaterick to the Cross of Redcheir. Ho arrived :at James
Lea's,; Darragh House, at 8 p.m. In the neantims, Dalve
Henneasy took out tho coffin fron IiFrs. ToPe thmrtby'
up the old road by Therastoun to Iyons, Tully. The pofﬁn vaes
covered, but a neighbour of 8eoon Riordan's at Thomsi;ovn eald
to Daves “tho 18 dead?" Daver eplieds U411 you minﬂ your
own bloody business., I£ you don't keep your nouth shut,
you'll knou goon cnoughll® The coffin was thon taken over to
Darragh Eduse. Tho eorpse uas uekod until midnight and thon
coffincd, Then in tho darkneso of a bleak wintry night his
comrodos shouldored tho coffin silently to his last resting
placo 1n Darragh graveyard, The Glonroe pricst reoi‘!heﬂ the
last prayers and then six coorades of tho flying columm |
atoppod forward end fired three volloys over the grave. It
vag thoir lest tributo to a brave soldier. The erovrj of
Voluntcers vho had pather for the oceassion loft quioﬁly for
thoir homaes. }

O ; HR I8TMAS

O'Mara was a Hational Teacher apd a morried mon ;vho lived
in the villaege of Hospital end taught at Kpoclaney Hatlomol
School. Belng a teachor, hovas a man of & certain sltnndard
of cducation and on that account ono can have 1ittle iaympathy.
But, crart from that; he vas a constant drumkord and o most

He would s ell his soufl for

drinkz and, consequently; becams tho companion of the ysomior
and the Tans. 4As far os information want, he had non:es but
ho went cut uith the Crown forees into tho country nt? night
drossed in an R.I.C. overcoat. Ho vas vith then on r:a:lds

on several farmors' houses and this ascms to hove aenlca
his doom. |

1
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What the charges made against him at his courtmartial
were I do not know, but he was condemned to death . Some time
before Christmas he was brought to Elton where his guard gave
him his last drink. From there he was taken, aftgr a few
nights, to Grady's, Garryarthur, where he waé held a prisoner
for a week. His execution was carried out and his'body was
found at Kiltanken near Kilbehenny on Christmas Eve laid out
on a field with a placard "shot as a spy" on his breast.

The body was never claimed and the Ballyporeen police came and

took the body away and buried it in Bullies Acre.

GLENACRANE - DECEMBER 20TH,
Two days before the above ambush, the column had moved

on to Glenroe and Knockadea. While at Kilclooney the leaders
had received information that a convey of troops would pass
between Ballyianders and Mitchelstown coming from Tipperary.
After a thorough examination of their strength, the column
leaders -decided to attack tﬁis éonvoy at Glenacrane, a deep
glen through which the road ran. The position was ideal for
their purpose. This was to be their greatest effort and one
that would surpass all others in size and intensity.
Accordingly, dispatches were sent out for reinforcements all
over the area and Volunteers were not wanting in courage to
man the Barna-~Baol. Two days before the attéck, Mick and
Dave Hennessy, Bill Costello and Tim Hannon took 13 shotguns
and a bag of cartridges out of the dump in Thomastown. They
crossed the wood road in broad daylight without a 'scout énd
went by Keale with their load and over Darragh Mountain to
Kilclooney. When they arrived at Hennessy's they were ordered
to take them to Tully where some of the column were. Other
members of Kilfinane Company called up for this attack were:
Paddy Ryan, Ned Dwyer, Ballinanima, and Jer Boland. They were
also supported by members of the Mid-Limerick Brigade and the
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North East Cork men under Davy Barry. '

"On the night of the léth ail reéerves moved into Glenroe
and, early on the‘following morning, they marched to (Glenacran:
about 100 strong where they were allotted their respective
positions by the cbmmander. The weather was bitterly cold and
freezing and, after laying there all day without a smoke,
nothing turned up. They returned that night to Glenroe where
they r ested. On the “following morning, long before dawn,
they were on the march again and-t60k up their respective
positions. Nobody was allowed to pass, but a Protestant
minister came from the Galbally side who said he was on urgent
bu%iness and kicked up a row. As a compromise, they would
alﬁow him pass if he would give an assurance that ‘he would
not convey infofmation to the enemy. This, he told them,
waJ the first thing he would do when he reached Mitchelstown.
They then placed him under arrest and locked him up under |

guard for the rest of the day in a house hearby.

Again, the commander was disappointed as only two

Crossley tenders with 15 British troops came from Mitchelstown.

Fire was opened from all sides and lasted only 15 minutes
when they surrendered. A few were killed and severél wounded.
When the leaders went on to the road to take their arms and
ammunition, thé soldiers fhought-they were going to be shot
and cried for mercy "Dbn't shoot us, Paddy". But they had nd
intention of shootiné thém. Instead, they dressed their |
wounded and allowed theT est to go free. The column then

retreated to Rupala where they arrived early in the afternoon.

That same afternoon they got information that a lorry of
Tans had passed out the wood road from Kilfinane. Having come
to the conclusion that it would return the same way; they
marched over Ballinacourty Hill to Barrabunocka Bri@ge_wheré

they hoped to intercept it on its return. While in position
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Fr. Ambrose came along in his pony and trap and strongly
advised them to leave owing to its proximity to Glenroce, one
of their safest resting places. They took his advice and left.
It was about 5 p.m. énd almost dark. In the meantime,
dispatches were sent to Garryarthur to'arrange for billets and
Denis Noonan, Ballyorgap, got a dispatch to provide a night
guard for the column. The dispatch was carried by Paddy
Slattery, Ballinvreena. This is Denis Noonan's account:-

"It was on the night of 20th December fhat I, Tom Fenton,
Willie Fenton, Tom McDonald and Paddy Slattery were
ordered to provide guard for the column at Garryarthur
and Kilcruig. We went to the company dump at McDonald's,
Keale. It was made of concrete and was close to Keale
river. We opened the dump and took out shotguns and
cartridges, We had one each and walked up Kilcruig
boreen. The time was 6 p.m. and quite dark. When we
reached the road we heard men walking and said they
were the column. Captain Breen held them up and took
them prisoners. What saved them from being shot on
the spot was that the officer did not realise they
were armed until they were actually captured. (They
were lucky it wasn't Ralph got them). He placed them
under arrest and marched them rapidly by Redchair to
Kilfinane. Breen had a suspicion that the column was
in the locality and wanted to getaway as quickly as
possible, and our first rest was at the top of
Ballinlyna. It was that evening that the column lay
in ambush at Barrabunocka Bridge and they hadn't left
their positions ten minutes when Breen passed.. We
were all taken to Limerick Jail".

That evening the reserves went home and, on the foliowing

. evening, Davy Barry and his column went to their own area.

That night, Dec. 21st, the column were diémissed for the
Christmas holidays and all the rifles were left at Tully. On
that night they were taken by reliable members of the column -
about 60 rifles in number - to the brigade dump at Thomastown.
It was the first time since the campaign started that all the
rifles were dumped together in the brigade dumﬁ'whichvras
built on Jack McCarthy's instructions, whose‘foresigﬁt now

proved & valuable asset to the brigade.

At this time Thomas O'Brien, Ballyroe, resigned from the
R.I.C. He was the son of a stonemason. At the same time,

Pat Sheedy, a farmer's son from Bosnetstown, refused tor esign
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though pressed hard by his relations. His obstinate attitude
nearly cost him his life for, at this time, he too came home

on leave, and the struggle was gaining a fierce momentum.

I JOIN THE I.R.A.
At this stage in the struggle I had reached 18% years of
age and I was asked by Willie 0'Keeffe if Iwould join the
i.R.A. and, without giving the ﬁétter the slightest considera-
tion,-I said yes. The very fact of being asked gave me an
elation of spirit. I had reached man's estate and I felt I
could do something té serve the cause of freedom. It was my
firm conviction that every young man of my age and social’
status was a member of the Volunteer force. But a brief
period within the ranks was to bring disillusionment and
disgust, for the very simple reason that they weré not in it,
and a lot of those who were prominent 12 months before had
withdrawn and taken no further active part or no part at all.
As a matter of fact, there weren't ten active Volunteers in
the whole town when I joined. This was brought forcibly home
to me when we were cél;ed on to do special training in secret
places. None of these older fellows ever attended these
trainings which took place every Sunday. The only reliable
conclusion one could come to was that they were not in it or
had withdrawn thelr services. They certainly weren't trained
soldiers, but - far from it - they weren't frained at ail.

Ve young lads had to fill a gap left by the chocolate soldiers.
Our secret meetings places were at The Lots, Ballinlyna,
Knockawnrum at the back of Ashbrook, and Mortelstowm, in
Grady's field at the rear of Sycamore lodge. (Sycamore Lodge
was the private residence of Mrs. T.P. McCarthy, Jack's mother)
Scouts were posted for each occasion. Hemmed in by hédges

our exercises did not include forming two deep, but advancing

in single formation within the confined space the cover of the
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hedges provided. This special training was carried out by Capt
Paddy Ryan and Justin McCarthy as supervisor. Our numbers at
any time did not exceed more than 15 new recruits from the
whole company area. Jim Regan, publican's son, and I were the
only two new recruits from the town. No-two of us could walk
together by road or field to our training r endezvous. We dWere
warned never to go to the meeting place direct, but in a
roundabout way through fields. I can only deseribe it as one
of the darkes{ hours in our history. People‘were living in

a state of terror.

The night I took the oath of allegiance from Paddy Ryan
in Lipsett's kitchen was dark and miserable and the pelitical
outlook was as black as ink. In the centre of the kitchen
was a small table where he sat on a chair with a lighted candle
on one side. In the centre of the table was a prayer book and
he beckoned me to stand on the other side. He said to me:
"You have come to join?and I said"Yes'. He then read out
for me the oath to the Repubiic and asked me was I prepared
to take it. I said yes. I thenr epeated the words slowly
- after him and; vhen he had finished,‘he said "That's all,
you can golnow“. When I came‘out, a Protestaﬁt companion was
waiting down the street for me. He passed no remark, neither
did I. 1 have strong reasons to suspect that that companion
of mine waé in the pay of the British Secret Service. He had
plenty of money to spend and his mother denied that she ever
gave him.any except the price of cigarettes. I know that's
all I ever 'got from my father at that time. If she hadn't
denied it, I would have accepted her word in good faith fhat
she gave it to him. But she always denied it.

]

At that time St. Peter's Hall was open on Sunday after-

noons, where the troops came for a game of billiards and showed
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a friendly attitude to everybody, but at the same time they
played between themselves. But a month later, they showed
marked hostility to me and went to shoot me at 20 yards range,
but the swiftness of my feet saved me from certaindeath.

No dne could have known I joined the I.R.A. only my companion
and, years after, he told me so - that he knew what took me
into Lipsett's. Even my father never kmew or suspecte@ and I
always invented a story for him to account for my absence from
business. I am not pretending that I ever did anything
-spectaéular - I didn't - nor wasn't asked. I took diépatches
and did regular training and that was sufficient if father
wasn't to know my secret. After all, my action had opened
his door to the revengeful spirit qf the enem& and he would
be an uncoqsgious and innocent victim of their revenge

with éix young children.

For one week during the previous six months all business
houses ﬁere ordered to close from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and then
re-open. I could never find out the reason for the British
order. During most of this time Ralph was going around
listening and sneaking at every doorway by night and, as he
came from Church in the evenings, and during the day, pulling
ties off young men and slapping.them in the face with the .
broken end. Two I.R.A. men came in from Glenroe to shoot him

but he wasn't available.

DEATH OF TOBIN AND MURPHY.

Members of the column ﬂaving gone on holidays, Davy Tobin ¢
and Tom Murphy were staying at Mrs. Mike Barry's, Cléhast, on
New Years night. On the following morning the} went to Mass
in the Glen and from there they went to Tobin's home. After
dinner they heard two lorries coming out fhe Kilfinane road
from Ballylanders. They waited expectantly, but as the lorries
turned over the Annagurra road they thought they were gone and
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wént in home. After about 15 minutes, Tobin said: "look out,
mothér, and see what's that". Having gbne out to seé, she
rushed in and said: "Run, they'fe coming". They made for the
hill at the back of the house and the Tans opened a heavy
firé. Tobinwas fatally wounded in the first shots, but
managed to get up the hill where they found him next day with
a bloodhound, dead, with a burned box of matches near him.
He was evidently trying to attract attention, as he bled to
death, but the local people were of the opinion he had escaped
In the meantime, Murphy ran by a fence that ran parallel to
the road, but a break in the fence left him e xposed to the
fire of the enemy and hefell seriously wounded ax he ¢ rossed
the road in the Glen direction. They took him into Quirke's
where he died, and that evening they took him to Kilmallock
where the two ldrries of Tans c ame from. There is no doubt
but their deaths was the result of the dirty work of an
informer. - |

Both were original members of the column and their
deaths, under the circumstances, had a most depressing effect

on the other members of the column.

DRUMKEEN .

A few days after January lst the column assembled at
Kilclooney and adjoinihg townlands and then moved on to
Knockadea where they remained a few days more until near the
!end of the month. By night, they marched from Knockadea to
Ballycahill and then on to Ballinamona. In the meantime,
the leaders were preparing an attack on the Pallas ﬁlack and
Tans to boost the morale of the Mid Limerick Brigade. (This
story has been told before, so there is no need to repeat it).
However, they left Kilteely early in the morning of February
3rd and, in the dark, marched to near Drumkeen where they

were hidden in an outside farmhouse about a mile from their
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objective. Word hgving come that two lorries had left Pallas
and gone'to Fedamore, the I.R.A. rapidly toék up their
positions andhaited the return. On the return journey, heavy
fire was opened on the lorries from all sides, but the 1eading'
lorry driver droﬁe at fantastic speed through the hail of lead
and reached the bend at the extreme end of the position.

Facing the oncoming lorry were Jack McCarthy, Davy Clancy and
a few others. In taking the tuin they struck the fence and
were thrown on to the road. One policeman feil into the
column position. He surrendered when challenged. All were
killed except three who fought to the last and then surrendered.
Two escaped =~ a District Inspector in mufti who, it was
thought, was a civilian hostage, and another. When the fight
was over a Copncil of War was held among the officers as to
the fate of the three Tans left. They decided to leave it to

. the decision of all the members of the column who immedlately
demanded their execution. The commander pleaded with then,
but it was no use - they saw red. The Tans cried and a sked
for mercy; one said: "don't shoot ne, Réddy, I've a mother".

" (But what mercy wouidﬁthe§ show themselves undér-similar
circumstances?) When Hannigan ordered the execution to be
carried out, they all wept bitterly. Handkérchiefs were then
placed over their eyes and Maurice Meade, Elton, a British
ex~soldier, summarily carried out the executions. It must have.
been a nerve-racking experience for any man. But these Crown
forces were simply hated, and the knowledge of having revenge

must have lightened@ his burden.

A small incident will reflect the t emper of ‘the I.R.A.
that day. A Tan was lying against a fence with hié pipe
gripped between his teeth. One of the boys gave it a pull‘
as smoke was issuing from it, at the same time giving hinm a

kick to release his hold. Another one shouted at him:
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"You idiot, don't you know a dead man when you see one?"
1t was a re-quofation of what a Tan sald at Listowel whén he

shot two young men.

The site for this operation was well chosen, well carried
into execution and, so far, the most successful. That evening
they left the scehe of slagghter and walked by Baliybriede to
Herbertstown where they a rrived late that night. Here theyr
had something to eat after fasting all day. That morning
they continued their march to Bulgadin and Ballinscala. The
Mid Limerick men continuing on their way to billets at Tiérmoor
Molua. At Ballinscala Danny Grace lost £18 playing'Slippery
Sam with George Hartigan. On the following nigﬁt, the East
Limerick column moved on to Ballinmacurra and Tiermoor. At
Will Finn's, Ballinacurra, Bill Hayes was receiving medical
attention for a bullet wound in the hand. From there he went
to Miss Martin's, Castle Oliver, and finally he finished up at
Pat Rea's, Glenanair. It was while here that Dr. Fitzgerald
warned him (Bill preténded to be on the dry) that if he drank
any more of Ned Dwyer's fire-water he coﬁldh‘t cure him.

Several houses were burned in Drumkeen next day.

MULES .
Just before this time, about January 20th, two mules
belonging tb the military were grazing on the Ballinanima road.

Going home from town before curfew, Tory Barrett drove the
mules before him down the road. Here he was joined by a few
local Volunteers who put them into an isolated shed which

stood between the Ballinanima road and the Bosnetstown road

in an outside farm of Leahy's, Tiermoor. There he shot them
with his r evolver. They wera two beautiful animals and this
dastardly act reflects no credit.on anyone associated with it.
The most intensive search was carried ouf by the military for

two weeks to find them, but they failed. Had they found them
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my opinion is they would have burned down many homesteads in
Ballinanima. They were furious, but they had no evidence to
g0 On. Many I.R.A. men juétly condemned this action which
was totally irresponsible and menaced the lives and homes of
people. A few nights after local I.R.A. men had to work all
night digéing a huge grave in a dyke of the same field to
cover the animals. A horse had to be brought with a swingle-
tree to pull them over the ground to the hole that was made.

AERQPIANE ~ FEBRUARY 11TH, 1921

The my§tery of the aeroplane and what was its purpose.
On the morning of Thursday, February 1llth, a plane going from
Fermoy to Limerick went lpw over Bosnetstown. On the same day
about 2 p.m. a plane coming from Galway hovered low over the
three townlands of Ballinanima, Bosnetstown and Tiermoor.
Members of the column who were having a smoke by a fence at
Ballinacﬁrra, where they were resting, ran for shelter. No
shots were fired at the plane. After a short time they heard
it landing or were told it landed in Michael Meade's fielé at
Bosnetstown and only 50 yards from where the mulgi;were buried.
In the meantime, a crowd had gathered around the plane and
Martin, the observer in the plane, went to Kilfinane. Mick
Hanley was one of the crowd and Mackey, the pilot, said to him:
“9Is this a quiet place? and Mick replied: "Sir, this is the
quietest‘spot in Ireland". Then a fevw shots rang out from
the nearby f ence and the crowd scattered and, after a few more
shots, Mackey surrendered. In the meantime,’'Martin, who had
only got a half mile up the réad, started to run wheﬁ he heard
the shots and éaid to Jim Doherty as he crossed over their brid;
making'a short cut to town: "My companion is in troublell.
We had seen the fire ffom town, and I went down as far as the .,
church gate to have a look. There Martin, the observer, passéa

the stile at the double, making for the barrack.



67.

Now, I have something interesting to tell. On that day
three lorry loads of Black and Tans, about 60 in all, drove
to the barrack about 11.30 a.m. At about 12 o'clock they all
left the barrack and drove out the Ballintubbef road and
raided Mick Sheahan's and Sean Riordan's, Thomastown. That:
day, my father was in bed, and every 26 minutes or so from a
back window he could see a soldier from the top of the barrack
wall waving & flag to the Tans who were raiding Thomastown.
The moment Observer Martin arrived, which was 3 p.m;,‘the
signaller mounted the wall again and in five minutes the three
‘lorries were back at the barrack. Now, here is proof of a
pre-arranged plgn. Instead of the Tans driving direct to
the plane, they went instead at nigh speed to Cush where they
hoped to intercept the column. There, they dismounted; the
lorries were driven away and hidden. There they lined the
road fence with expectations of bagging a few rebels. It was
a well-thought out plan, but the column weﬁt in a different
direction. In the meantime, all the troops from the barrack
rushed towgrd the aeroplane, but there was no one there only

a burned out plane with its propeller intact.

From this it is plain to see that the plane was sent out
to spot or seek out the column after Drumkeen. The}Mid-
Limerick area was thoroughly searched; but they failed to find
it. Thé} méy have had slight information or sound_informatibn,

but thei% strategy was a new tryout and failed in its purpose.

Having taken Mackay prisoner, the column wenﬁ westward
and one of the boys said? Jjokingly, "We are waiting for you
ali the morning - we knew you were coming®. "You couldn't
have known that" he replied. "I only got my 6rders'ten r
minutes before I left". They went on to Jerry Carréll‘s, Effin

|

where they held him prisoner, and next morning to Bértie

Burke's, Ballingaddy.
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During the next few days there was great mllitary
act1v1ty, lorries of Tans and soldiérs pa551ng in a continuous
stream; homes being searched and guns placed at people's heads
in the hope of getting some information. The pecple were
terror-stricken. On Friday morning, Captain Breeq and another
officer with Tans entered Dan McCarthy's shop where he and‘his
brother Paddy-Were being pﬁt through their paces. Father Lee,
P.P., entered the shop at this time and protested to the
officers on the cenduct of the R.I.C. The officers threatened
that if Mackay was not released forthwith they would burn the
town, With this threat hanging over them, Fr. Lee got Dan
towrite a dispatch asking the commander of the column to
release the prisonei. Mike Kelly, a dispatch rider, was sent
for and, when asked by Fr. Lee did he know where the column
was in-front of the officers, he replied he did nof. Dan said
"It's all right; will you take this dispatch to them". Kelly
took the dispatch and the condition.was made that he'wouid not
be followed by the Crown forces. A time limit of an hour and
a half was expressly stated by the officers in which he should
return. He took his bicyele and arrived at Bertie Burke's,
Ballingaddy, where Mackay was held, at 1.30 b-m- There he
saw D. Hannigan, Jack McCarthy, Ford, Paddy O‘'Donnell and
.Clancy. He handed his dispatch to Hannigan, ﬁho had a
consultatfion with the other I.R.A. officers mentioned above,
Instead of giving Kelly a written statement, he said to him:
"Go back and tell the British officers that if anything happens
Kilfinane, Mackay will be shot". Kelly, frightened out of his
wits with such a verbal message, arrived at McCarthy's on time
where the Crown forces and Fr. Lee were still waiting.
Entering the shop, he delivered hils message verbatiﬁ. If a
bomb had been hurled at them, it couldn't have created a

greater sensation. The officers made no comment, but after a
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few remarks between themselves, walked out. ° ' s

An hour later, 20 or more planes descended on the town
and drove recklessly up and down the streets. Then they
. attacked workers in the fields. They came agaiﬁ and d ropped
leaflets saying that if Y"Flying Officer Mackay was not released
within &8 houis, official reprisals would be taken". Then
they started bombing and panic set in amongst the ﬁomen who
fainted. There was a general reign of terror but, fortunately,
the bombs, which made loud explosions, were what they call
the smoke bomb type. However, we didn't know it at that time.
This ‘business went on for about an houf. About ¥ p.m. a lorry
of Tans cams anﬁ drove to the barrack. In a few minutes they
left and drove to Cush and burned Clancy's to the ground.
People had the same experience as they céme Sack. Davy Clancy!:
three disters were thrown out on the road and everything
destroyed.

On that night Head-Constable Donochue and Sergeant Collins
went to several houses in town and'told them officially thgt
thelr houses would be destroyed or blown up on the following
day, Saturday. Our house was to be unoffiéially'destroyed.

On the following morning there was.a general stampede to clear
out the houges that were to be bombed or burned and everyone
gave a helping hand. Nothing happened until about § p.m. that
evening when 3 lorries of soldiers and one of Tans, about 80
men in all, arrived to carry qut the official coup~de-grace.
Needless to say, there was no one toc be seen anywhere when they
pulled up in the middle of the town and started to unload the
weapons of destruction. As I peeped out the corner of the
Qindow I saw our inimitable parish priest coming from.his

" house around the corner. He approached the officers and was
heatedly remonstrating with them. The évening was qold and
miéerable and the shifting and rattling of petrol tins was

enough to fray one's nerves.
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After long arguments with the Crown forces and personal
promises for the safe return of Mackay, he got the militéfy
to withdraw until such time as he had the opportunity of
meeting the column commander. The time 1limit was fixed for
Monday midday. That night Fr. Lee went to'Kellf and told him
to go to first Mass next morning. After Maés, about 10 a.m.,
he told Kelly to go ahead and wait for him at the bridge below
Kilmallock. (There wasn't one Kilmallock IiR.A. man in the
column at this time).

Fr. lee joined him at the bridge and they both eycled on-’
towards Tankardstown where the column had billeted the night
before. As they approached it they were told that the place
wﬁs surrounded by enemy forces. Xelly said he couldn't go any
further because he had dispatches‘in his pocket.- “th gave
you those?" said Fr. John sharply. "Dan McCarthy", Kelly
replied. ‘"Isn't he a queer fellow?' emphasised the P.P.

Fr. Lee then séid he would go 50 yards in front. They passed
the firét and then the second cordon of troops without being
questioned and arrived at Lynch's, Tankardstown. There they
were told that the column had made good their escape through
the only opening available without having to fight their way
out before the encirclement was completed. They were told
they were gone towards Athlacca, about three miles away.:
After much searching and trouble, they eventually found the
leaders at Mrs. Carroll's, Athlacca, where Fr. Lee got a
promise that Mackay wouid be released. Poor'Fr. Lee returned
home exhausted after his trying experience. He was frail in
constitution and about 60 years of age. He was borm in
Darragh.

The man in charge at the capture of the plane was Jack
MeCarthy and with him were Danny-Moloney, Ned Dwyer, Mick
Hennessy, Davy Clanéy, Tommj Howard and a few more; also Con

Burke, Cappamore. When Claney's was burned, Hannigan wanted
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permission from Davy to shoot Mackay as a reprisal, but Davy
refused point blank. When he was free to leave he thanked
the officers and men for their kindness and said he would
always cherish memories of an exciting and dreaded captivity
for him, but with a happy ending. He assured them that he
would not under any circumstances recognise any of them should
he be asked to do so by his superiors. As a special request,
he asked to be blindfolded while being led to freedom from
the townland he was in. He shook hands with the officers and
men of the guard and was led aﬁay. He said‘to Tommy Howard:
"Well, Tommy, if I ever come back I will take you for a ride

in my plane". He was put on & train and came off at Buttevant.

A week later there was a big round-up around the
Tankardstown and Athlacca districts and many local men were
brought to Ashill Towers. Among them was one of the column or
guard and the familiar face drew from Mackay an ‘
glance, but he passed on. He was taken to some of the houses
Where he actually slept, but recognised nothing. As a
gentleman, he faithfully kept his promise.

On Monday, February 15th, the co}umn left Athlacga and
went by Dromin and Bulgadin to Mitchelstowndown where they
remained about ten days and moved alternately between that
place and Lakelly. During this period they were in communica-
tion with Dublin and were officially ordered by G.H.Q. Dublin
to go to West Limerick to put things going there, as the column
in thet brigade area were doing nothing. Up to date, they had

nothing of a substantial nature to their credit.
I must try and keep events in their proper sequence.

Before this time a Divisional meeting was held at Loughgur
and the following R.I.C. men were condemned to death:-
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Sergeant Maguire, Kilmallock; Sergeant Collins and. Constable
Tom O'Cornor (Tommy Pa), Kilfinane; Sergeant Sullivan and
two policemen in Limerick; Four out of the six were shoq.

I can never understand how Tommy Pa came under this sentence.
As no attempt was ever made to-shoot him, I am sure Jack
McCarthy must have played an important parf in saving his
life and Justly so. If he léd the British soldiers in every
patrol, he was purely-the victim of circumstances. He was

made pay the penalty for remissness of duty.

EXECUT ION_OF SERGEANT MAGUIRE.

Sergeant Maguire was shot dead on Yth March in the town
of Kilmallock at 8.45 p.m. He was returning, after posting
a letter, to the barrack when three men hidden in Jim Rourke's
Archway opened fire. He was killed instantly. His attackers
retreating down Bourke's Yard quickly reached the bank of the
Loobagh river. Mbvingrrapidly up the bank, they r eached the
railway bridge over the-river where they were forced for over
an hour to stand in the water under the protection of the
bridge. The enemy had acted with suchmapidity that an a rmourec
car with a poverful searchlight had reached the milway station
bridge and from it was covering the ground on their line of
retreat. In the meantime, search parties were out in every
direction and the men in the water had an e xciting hour of
suspense. But one of these men had a long-standing account
to settle with Maguire, and his execution must have given

him a good deal, if belated, of gruesome satisfaction.

The death of this man must have struck one of the
greitest blows at British intelligence in East Limerick.
The Secret Service must have suffered a serious reverse
because there wasn't another man in the force as'capable of
making valuable contacts for this ser%ice. His advice must
have been invaluable to Lieut. Brown, I.0. for the district.

In a word, he knew everybody in their social and historical
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background from Ballylanders to Kilmallock. At this
particular time the enemy secretuservice, which was struck
a heavy blow the previous year, was now being rebuilt at a
rapid pace under military necessity. DMoney was being given-
lavishly for services rendered and Irishmen were prepared,
for gold, to betray their f ellow countrymen. I regard Maguire
as the eyes-and ears of the s ecret sefvice with a‘'Jekyll

and Hyde perscnality. The hand out by day - Come and have a
drink, brother - seeking information, embarrassed many a
decent farmer. And, in this r egard, he was either stupid or
shameless; if he only saw himself as others saw him.

On the other hand, prowling by night with the enemies of his
country out for the kill. I have an interesting story to

tell of incidents which occurred before his execution.

About 20th February, at 3 p.m., I was standing at my
own door when I saw a young girl about 30 years of age
wheeling a bic&clé up town from ﬁhe Kilmallock direction.
Puttipg her bicycle outside, she walked in where she met my
father and they goﬁ into general conversation and, when this
was exhaﬁsted, he asked her what did she want. He told me
to go inside and show her the tablecloths. I asked her what
size and she replied "any size will do%, so I gave her one
Qalued 17/6d. While this was going on, she showed complete
indifference about the cloth. She said: "Did you hear the
news about Sergeant Maguire?" My father réplied: “No".

"He has received a notice saying he was going to be shot".

My father replied: "I don't believe it". They then spoke

in general terms about him, but father was non-committal

and after a while she went away.

A 'week later, she arrived again with the tablecloth

and, placing it on the countef, she said it was too small.
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At firot sight I sav the cloth vas nevor opened, Sho;:vould
toke anything clse instead. In the meantime, father :::ame on
tha scene ond they got talking again. 4nxiously she oadds
"Di4 you hear that Sergoant Ilmguire got & firal mticé
yosterday morning?' Ho immediagely Jumped to the eonclusion
thot she vas Faguire's cgant, that his (ny father's) position

was boing conproniced and that he wma involuntarily beina
drovn into a dangerous net. "I don't belleve one T::O:.'d of 1g"
hoe replicd, "he utoc one of tho bost men ve aever had w;'xd, as
far as I know, ho never did any harm to anybody®. She said he
tas popular with the pooplo of Kilmallock! He was evéan more
80 with the pesople of Kilfinane! He now rubded it 1n as thick

8 butter. "You econ be certain that no man from this; locality
would r a1se a hand to injure him,end his wifo and family sre
cqually popular®, “Do you say that?® sgho snid. “IE do, and,
as & matter of fact, I vould soy that this threat is mot
‘genuine, or if it is, a serious mistake his been made some=
vherel® Ehe was very pleascd vith her visit and both of them
valked outsido the door where she had the indiscretion to tell
him her namo vas |

That night, after pondering over the ovent of the day,
he sald.to mes: "If Ulaguire is shot; I'1l be murderede For
some :I.nexplicable Treason liaguire assoclates ne with an inner
movledge of I.R.i. socrets!® The first thing ho d.td vas to
vrito &8 letter npext morning to the British Prime inister
stating that his murder vas contcmplated by the Crown; forges.
that that lettor containod as a wholo I do not knov, iﬁe nov
decided that defence was better than Dovwming Bt.; so !ua
decided to buy 0 dozen hosvy bolts and put them on every
insido door and planned his line of escapo. |

|
1
|
|
Tuvo days after Hapuire's death, the liayor of Linerick,
Clancy, and exe-linyor 0'Callanhan were rmurdored.
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Pathor alvays maintained that these murders wea-e;' the
trmediate reprisals teken by the Crown murder gang for tho
axecution of koguire. .

A voek aftor official roprisals vere taken at Glenficld,
Kilmallock, vhen John O'Brien®s house was burned.. Anf‘ officor
who spoks to tho c¢rowd that had collected said so. ]:

Yhen this ms over, father made inquiries about ftha
relations of this girl and found out that her mothey .:camo from
Ballylanders and had contacts that penetratod into x‘afnmas
closely agsociated with the revolutionary mevement. }I an not
suggesting that her relations knev anything « they p:f-obably
didn't - but there are tho faets. She vas in 2 position to
got information. |

‘At this distence of time, vhen I ponder tho intélligence
geene; if the abovoe is an exanple of the charnels mﬁoreﬂ,
the miracle 15 hov any secrets wore kspt from fulung into the
hords of the enemy. had what thoy callésd_a huztor
shop in Kilmallock an@ waes living with her mother, ':I'heir
circumstancos could be described as poor or atruggli;zg. She
vas an only doughtery her fathor was dead. Ve must bear 4n
mind the fact that the lorry of Tans that killed Tobin and
Murphy went direet from Kilmalloek, probebly with a guide who
lmew the locality. The information must haver eachcd there

direct, othervise it vould have been a local operation,

I have mentioned that at this perticular time an alleout
effort was being made to build up o British Secret B:Qrviee
with stfox;g financial baoking. Here aro my reasons ﬁfor saying
803 At that particular time we rocoived a secret typed lotter
from a firm of repute ~ 3. & He Philips & CO,, Monchosters
He had beon dealing vith this old f£irvm for the bettér rrt of
100 yearss It's almost beyond belief that this old-established

i
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house would stbop to such mean and despicable practice. It
was done, of course, through their secret service, but fhéy
should not have lent their name to such nefarious business.
They must have thought that our intelligence at that ﬁarticular
time was at a very low ebb. Of course, we were not the only
customers of Bnglish firms who received these circulars.

They must have been sent all over the country, although I did
not hear anyone talk about them. I regret I did not keep the
copy we received, but the general trend was that any informa-
tion that would be useful to the Crown forces could be sent on
to Philips & Co. and they would forward it to the prdper
quarters. There were also suggestions that if we did not
approve of this method, they would put us in touch with an
address that might suit our purpose better. They also said '
that if information was sent to them direct they would treat

it with the greatest secrecy and confidence.

I am writing this from memory, and what struck me most
was the "substantial r eward" that would be paid. What
information could the would-be informer give under such
circumstances? Information about a prominent Sinn Feiner was
of no value. The same applied to the flying column who were
always on the move. Information in this case needed to be
local and immediate, What then was their objective? Was it
something that would strike a crushing blow at the flying
" column? This could be done at a critical stage when the
column were resting and the arms were dumped, such as thef
were at Thomastown at Christmas. The other great blow that
would be struck would be the capture of the leaders while they

- were in occupation of the brigade dugout at Stephenstowm.

The most sinister aspect of this system of espionage was

. that under ordinary business letter it would completely foil
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the closest scrutiny of I.R:A. local intelligence., Therein
wvas the real dangor and the eriminnl would never be found out!

Tho night after Maguiro vao ehot, tho local Ion;a-o vore
cxpocting that housos in town ucre to be burned G5 a Feprdsal.
Mick Foon&n, Thomstovn, got & dispateh fron the colum for
ban MeCarthy. Hiving read it,; ho dispatched iick to Tom
Byan's, Ballinlyna, vhere about 12 men (gome of the columy all
armed vith rifles) vere waiting in the ltitchen_. SOmg vore in
the parlour with Justin teCarthy hoving a consultation. Tho
time vas 8 p.m, HMick didn*% knovw what was on. Aftar a vhile,
Justin gave the ordcr to “fall in® and he handed Hick a rifle.
Thoy walked down the old road towards Hourns Croos. At¢ Jer
Eooffe's they orossed@ the £i0lds towmrds Ashbrook. hara the
party divided, ono section occupying different positions in
‘the vest and. Justin and Mick orossed the ro2d at Aghbrook
and vent by the hack of the Priory below the girls' :achoolo
Ag they approached the end of Ballyroe lane, Mick gsaid "Where a
are ve going? and, for the first time, Justin spoke and told
" him, "Yo must be careful hare® sald Mielt, "os o . lagsio
- s aiwm courting a soldier at this point®, (They faftemarda
cut hor hair off)e Juotin saids “Go out and see”. He vent
out and capo back to say theoy wvere. Thaoy turnod baék and
crossed the road furthor up noar the Convent Cross over to
the Glebe, and £innlly reachod o cowshed at the back of the
teacher’s rosidence in the lLeacht. This pogition would cover
all tho Lowor Main Ste Uhen thoy ontered tho covhouse, Donmy
Heoneny Jack (S8ean) Riordan and Potar Stcop vore vaiting -
(%he latter Gied a fov yoors later from hardships e:::tdured
during the strugglo); Justin took the rifle off I-lic%k and
handad it to Jack Riordanj the others wcre clready érmed.
After sonme time, Riordan satd: "I'Q love & pint®. "So would
I" gnid Steep. Justin proteated, but he couldn’t sil.op then
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from going to the Mill where they were handed out two pints
through the back window. They drank and returned immediately
to théir post. Justin sent Mick up to Downes's for a glass

of milk, but warned him not to come back if the patrol appeared
As he approached Downes's, the patrol appeared and Mick ran
over the Spa ﬁoad with the military in pursuit. He reaéhed

Leahy's almost exhausted, where he threw himself down and

fell asleep. He woke at dawn to see the others coming up

the bank of the river after a night's vigil. Nothing happened.
Attack was to take place only if houses were burned or

attempted to be.

BRITISH SECRET SERVICE.

Ilhave now come to the conclusion, after examination of
all the conditions, that this service did not operate through
the post in the latter stages of the fight, but through a

system of receiving stations. The answer is simpie. Nearly

" every postman was on I.R.A. intelligence work and letters

written‘direcﬁ to R.I.C. stations were taken and examined

by the local I.R.A. officers. The enemy knew this and worked
out a local receiving station in every town. The man most
capable of working that method to a successful conclusion

was Méguire because he knew all the contacts. As a matter of
fact, the I.R.A. made one blunder. If he had been shot six
months earlier, Tobin and Murphy would be alive. It's a
startling statement to make after 35 years, and it's the
first time I have made it, but history cannot be written

without the truth being told, or at least the facts.

What was the social and political background of this
woman and her daughter from KilmallockQ She was a sister af
Ned Connery, harnessmaker and publican, Ballylanders, the
hottest Sinn Feiner from here to Dublin. Connery was married

to a Barry girl from Clohast, Glenbrohane, where they had a
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genoral provision businoss rum by her brother and tmf: other
o0isters. I havs alroady otated thot Tobin and Murphy
stayed at Mike Barry's a fov nights. beforo they 'ezrer'tta,J killed,
The information must havo beon passed on to the recelving
station or centro at Kilrnllock uhoro it was picked up by
nguiroy vhero he must bave got all the information about
their movomonts. Tholr mothod of attack was so designed

as to removo all suspicion on the houso in vhich they slopt.
Thoir mission was 50 4 eadly and their information so correct

thot they shut off tho enginez of their lorries at Haguiret!s

Cross vhich from thot point goveo then o0 noiscless run to
Tobin's housc. That's how the tvo boys wore caughtq'

‘ It i3 nov a vwelllnown fact that information Med into

the British Georet- Corvice from the Glenbrohans area., As ono

1.R.4. mon said to mes "The place was all spios®. A5 o mottor
of fact, it wvasn'¢; but the centro selected had the ear of
the whiole district.

I vill dvav hero on oxample of contrast in seeret sorvice
and vhat the I.R.do knem and didn't know.

9 Glanroo, vas branded a spy by tho IRoAe
and uns nearly being shot beeause he posted o :letter to
Rilrinnne barracsks giving information ebout & local Volunteesr
against vhom he bad a grievance. Tho lottor wnsc ap'turcd in
the post — of course it was - and ho vas arreosted end nearly’
shot, I don't know wvhnt savod hio. U3 ho & opy? To more
than I wvas, He was a foolll |

Drawv a contrast betuwesn that and the supoer spy ;syatem
given above and tho people involved. It otruck at the veory
foundation of our orgunisation &nd was begirning to ;paralyaa
an undormine our organisation and confidence in eae.:li other,
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Yhen vas evrradted hy the I.R.A, thev (tha eremy)
élcverly it op posters in towr vith o*oss?'mcs rod ﬂnﬂ"

- - meame Eww e wmy

threatening death to his enemias, ns 1P tholr _apar arv ir

Glenme wvas & serious loss. Fov stnpid end sir-m‘la we vere
about the mrkinp of thoir 3 aeret servicn!

! L . - - - AR -

,; Fed Conmery ond his dauphtcra vora comtan? v!qﬂors to
their aunt 4n Kelmllock. Ouite uneovscionalv, thev rould
hnve given private inforrmotion uwithout Imovinp ansrthinp anﬂ_
."9 must given then the bonef1t of tho donht. B}_ﬂ;.tho lanate
from Kilmalloek, Hov often 434 she viglt Clehast?

f If ve had boon prepared to mive informatien to J. & W,
Phnips, Fﬁrcheate' but reguired pgreater seoraev ard asko*‘

foz' on altornative. Yhat oltermative hm:! they o o?’er‘?‘ _
: Yould 1%t have bheen a loeal roeoiving certre? Thao oﬂ’ar wag
| wade only hecouss they had ar oltorrative. Vhirh weanld %o

. moPe gonvenient?

. rorried a fellov by nome » WOTKINg

- o . - — -

: in Kilmalloek, 8he nov lives 4n Adgre, thng chonre had the
I.R.A. of detecting @ private lotter Matucen Clohast opd
Riimallcck? TWone whatover.

- me

I have piven the Yoy to the mttem c_f thaﬂ? real

. - e - - -

intelligence work, and vhag I.R.A. officer ever suspected 9t
vorked under sueh 8 system? I den't believe there vere arvl
Our beliof wae that the rool informor gave his 1n?ormtion

R

over the post or vhispered 4t 4nto the ooy of the enomv,
Tho I.R.A. warg firmly conviness thot whan thev onrtm'ﬁﬂ

ecorrespondence over the post to the erory thev rad aiumvrareﬂ
the real informer, whorans thay hed dfscoveren rodhiny, andvw
fools wvho had a griovanes ponl or irmpirnrv, T 411 ~den

throe enocas
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The £irst s , Glonroe, vho nearly lost his life beecouse
he had & grievance against a loecl Volunteer. The second is

| who ws condemned to death because of &
lottor captured in the post purporting to give information,
and the third was a wild young fellov from Knockainey, who
gave information over the post, vhich was captured. He had a
grievance agalnst his father becauso he wouldn't give hin
noney to spend and vas determincd to have his own back at any
cost. ZThe father's house could have boen burned down, but the
son didn't give adamn. Only for -influential f¥iends he
would have boen chot.

It was the best the I.,R.4. could do undor the circumstance
but they hadn't caught & real spy. They had caught imbeciles.

I asked Hed Slattory recently wore thero any people under
suspieion in the Glenbrohene areca duriﬁg the fight. He roplied

there was ) . He then lived in
Glenbrohone. I have sinceo learncd that
gister vas married at thot time to . of the shop. The

circle is groving wider and moro vicious. It's o pity I
haven’t time to eiplorc it further.

-

Since I wvrote the above I have had an interview with Ped
Tobin, Ballimalacken, about tho death of his brother and
Murphy. I asked hiﬁ did ho attridute their deaths to the work
of an informor. He roplied: "Thore 1s no doubt about ith)

As a gpatter of fagt, be kmey vho he was. I asleds “ire you
cortain?” Have you evidenco to that effect?” “lot full
ovidenco, but almost 755“, he replicd. "As a matter 6f fact,
o had a meeting about it with the local lads and v e deeided
to shoot hin. That vas a fov years after thoy wore shot.
Frank Atkon and Mourico Toaugy vere here vith me and they gave
me perpission to go ahead with the execution. But Liem
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Yopahar asked ne, for God's sake, not to do 1t. The informer
got the tip and vent away and only vith iy permission was he
alloved to roturn home ogain®. I asked him in confidence
vould he tell no the ran's nane, but he refused, as he seid
he vas 8%ill alive. He ovenr efused to give me the nome of
the townland he came fron.

I vonder 1s he corrcet in identifying this ran without
1005 evidenco of tho truth! or all the facts for that matter.
He said alac thot there was a certain amount of personal spleer
in the mtter, 7This 4s tho worst feature of thé vhole
businoess and could nhve led to a grave injustico.

In vieu of his disclosure, without naming anybody, my
pravicus statemont is open to corrsction on this mattoer. Buti

my stoterent oust stand.

i’he two boys slept at Mike Barry®s, Clohaat, tho night
bafore they were killed. HMike vas a farpoyr and his vife alway:
had the door opon and & bed ready to recoive the boys. ‘H.ts'
house 1s cbout 400 yards dovn the field in front of Barry's
of the shop. Thoy are, or vere, in po way volated. I have
modo these inguiries with tho greatest discretion.
But I have still in mind tho case of ~ and 5

vVhat really happened vas that tho police were so certain
of their proy that they pullcd up tho lorry at Qubbin's farm
yard, about 400 yards from the houso, vhere throe Tans got ofg
and they crossed up theo fiém vall above Tobin's vhere thoy
took up thoir positions. Tho lorry thon drovs at full spoed
to tho house, but it was tho Crown forees cverhead killed the
tuo boys. Tho lorries ron with engincs cut off as far as

tho farmyard. From thers they had to re-start the engines
to r each Tobins.



ARREST OF MAY BURKE:

On March 11th, while travelling in a car with important
documents, Denny Hannigan and Jack McCarthy were sﬁddenly
confronted by a party of military in the Kilteely direction.
They made good their escape, but the documents werecaptured.
Among them was a decoded message taken down by May Burke,
assistant at Kilfinane Post Office, and handed on to Brigade
Headquarters. Four days later, two British officers entered
the Post Office where whe was writing while they stood outside
the counter. When she had finished, one of them said: "Is
that your writing?" indicating the paper shewaswriting on.
She replieds "Of course it is". They r eplied: "We are placing
you under arrest®. ©She was taken'to the barrack. ©She was
later tried and got two years in jail. The message captured

was written on January 20th.

BRIGADE DUGQUT.

At this time the brigade dugout was made at Mrs. Lynch's,
Stephenstown. It was built into a doublé bank about a milel
from Elton. It was well constructed and lined with timber
taken from a nearby house. It was extensively used by the
leaders during the r est of the campaign and its secret was
never betrayed - a tribute to the people and Volunteers of

that locality.

SIATTERY, O'MARA AND CRAWFORD.

The above‘two young men were shot dead by Crown forces
near Emly station. Slattery was a brother of Paddy Slattery
Ballinvreena. Their deéths were attributed to information
given by Gorman who lived at that time in the Emly locality
but originally came from Shronell. Hewas tried and convicted
and under arrest they were taking him from place to place. On
the night of 18th March he was held prisoner in Mrs. Laune's

farmhouse in Glenbrohane. A few nights before he had been-



8.

brought from Glenroe. On the night of March 18th he was égain
being removed under escort to Bulgadin where the execution

was to take place on the following night. The escort comprised
Ned Crawford, Bill Fogarty, Willie Condon, Phil Ryan, Michael
O'Brien, Denny Howard and Phil Fogarty. Ryan was the only

one arﬁed and the instructions were to shoot the prisoner

if he attempted to e scape.

On that night the Kilfinane military, evidently on secret
information, cycled ovef the o0ld road by Cush at 10.30 p.m.
The two scouts on outpost duty at the ﬁpper Cross of Cush
went into O'Donnell's for tea and, while inside, the patrol
passed unknéwn to tﬁem. When they r eached Glenlara Upper Cross
they waited in hiding and as the boys with the prisoner came
from the Glenbrohane.side, the military shouted "hands up"
and opened fire.. The boys jumped over the f ence and ran down
the field. Crawford said to Denny Howard: "I'm shot® and he
fell. Phil-Ryan tried to shoot Gorman but thé revolver failed
to work and, in the confusion, Gorman escaped. In the mean-
time, Ned Crawford was picked up by the military 'and died that
night.

Shortly after, Gorman was captured again and two men from
near Emly put him.up against a fence in that locality to shoot
him. They fired and he fell and they went away and reported
back that the execution was carried out. Next morning Gorman
walked into Tipperary military barracks. He died years after-
wards in England and his remains were brought home, but no one

would attend his funeral.

JOURNEY_TO WEST LIMERICK.

On the night of Mafch 19th or 20th, the column - 40 strong
left Mitchelstowndown for West Limerick. Previous to this.
they had been in communication with G.H.Q. who were dissatisfiec

with the activities or want of activity of the column in that



brigade area. Up to date, this brigade had no major engage-
ment with the enemy to their credit, but a few minor hit and
run attacks that were of no consequence that did not disturb

the Crown forces.

On the first night the column reached Ballycullane where
they rested. On the second night they went to Liskennett
where theyr ested a few days and ‘then to Kilfinny. They then
marched to Newbridge which they r eached on 25th, and there
they were joined by the West Limerick column vwhich was composec
of about 30 men. Their sojourn in the west was of short
duration as the enemy spy system got into active operation.
No sooner were billets arranged for a particular location
than this area would be surrounded before the column reached
its destination. It also showed a complete lack of discretion
among the people who seem not to have adopted the shut-moﬁth
policy of the people of the east. From the moment they
reached the west, they were on the defensive. Their march in
the west was as follows after Newbridge:- Grove Lodge,
Kilcolman, Blane Bridge, Athea, Cratloe, G;enagrogra, Bally-
hahill, Grouse lLodge. When they reached Ballyhahill, about
half the unitedjforces billeted in thé village the other half
staying about a mill outside in charge of Hannigan. On 31st
March, Hannigan's section of the column were completely
surprised by thé Crown forces and were almost completely
surrounded without any due warning.. From the outset their
position wgs hopeless and they had ndAbetter to do than fight
on from ever& defensive position available. Sean Finn was
killed and Davy Quane, Ballyorgaﬁ, was seriously wounded, but
his comrades under the most distressing circumstances helped
him along. There was absolutely no hope of escape and death
faceq every man caught within the steel ring of the enemy;

but the God of Mercy came to their aid in a most extraordinary
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way. In a most inexplicable manner, a thick fog descended on
the land and the firing s topped. The enemy blew their whistles
and retreated, and the remainder of the column were saved from
destruction. Dan Allis organised the men in the village for
action but, owing to the conflicting reports, nothing could be
done to help their comrades. That night, they décided to clear
out of this spy-infested area of unhappy memories and marched
all night until they reached Pallaskenry, about 16 miles away,
accompanied by the West Limerick column. Thepe they remained
for two days and then on to Kilfinny and from there to
Tankardstown; then to Balline and Mitchelstowndown, resting

in each place as they went.

While staying at Maurice Raleigh's, Mitchelstowndown,
one of the column was courtmartialled for drunkenness by
Hannigan and other column officers. He was one of its oldest
members "and this caused a revolt amongst others in the ranks
who started to hand in their rifles. The commander was furious
t0 have his decision questioned by themnk and file. Discipline
had been the backbone of their r esistance and any weakness
shown at this e¢ritical stage may have disastrous results.
As he sat at the drawingroom table where the trial was heard,
he drew his revolver and said he would shoot the next man who
handed in his rifle. Jack McCarthy intervened and calm was
restored, but the men who resigned, though remaining with the

column, were not invited to take any further part.

Towards the end of April, the EBast, West and Mid Limerick
columns went on to Glenrce and Knockdea where they took up
billets. |

At this time there was a military officer in Galbally
nicknamed Shaky-~head who became unpopular owing to the over-

zealous discharge of his duties. His company became a military
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flying cdlumn and encroached far into other areas, with the
result that he became a menace to the column by his unpredictab’
movements. During the next few weeks he lived a precarious and
chequered existencé. It was decided to attack this officer of
the Green Howards at Anglesboro . The united columns marched

. to Anglesboro where for four days they lay in ambush, but he
failed to turn up. They returned to billets at Derrylahan,
Thornhill lawn, Labbamalogga, Knockadea and Toorelegan.

In the latter ﬁlace the Mid Limerick men were mostly billeted.

At this time a landing of arms was to be made on the
south coast and I understand that these large forces were to be
used if the landing were to be successful for rapid distributior
However, this landing of arms never came off. On the eve of
the 1st May the West Limerick column left for home and were

glven a hearty au revoir by their compatriots in the east.

The nextweek was to be one of disaster for the Mid and

kBast Limerick Brigades.

SHRAHARIA .

May 1st fell on a Sunday and on-that morning at 10.30 the
Galbally officer with a patrol of soldiers cycled up High St.,
Kilfinane, to the military barracks. One of this patrol
brought'his bike to John Fitzgerald's in High St. for repair.
The proprietor offered him another bieyecle but the soldier said
that wouldn't do as they were goinglto Kildorrery and were going
home by Shraharla. This fellow knew his geography all right!
The repair took about half an hour and he went away. This
information was conveyed to the loecal I1.0. who dispatched Mike
Kelly to Rupala where a Battalion Council meeting was being
held at Mrs. Ed. Condon's. From there a man on horseback rode
to Knockadea where some-of the column were staying, mostly

‘Mid Limerick men. Preparations were made for attack and,
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led by Bill Hayeé, they came by Toorelegan where they picked
up a few more. In the meantime, Hannigan had crossed by the
high road on his way to Shraharla while the column of 25 men
came down the fields and joined the Mitchelstown-Kilfinane
road about 200 yards above Shraharla Cross where they had
crossed the Hawn stream. As they approachgd the Cross, three
lorries of soldiers and Tans coming from the Darragh side,

as they rounded the bend at Coffeys, saw them and, pulling up,
opened a withering fire from behind cover. They occupied
Coffey's house from where machine guns came .into operation.
The column ran'up_the road towards Shraharla Church, taking
cover as best they could from a low fence. Jim Rea, a local,

who lknew every inch of the ground, shouted at them to follow
him when he saw some of the Mid-Limerick men leave the line of
of retreat from the fierce fire of the enemy. Those who took
his advice escaped by the back of the church, but the four

who took cover in Ronan's and the school were to meet tragic

 deaths later. They put themselves in a position from which

there was no escape as the ground rises abruptly to the upper
road where there was neither bush nor fence to shelter them.
Two of them who took up their positions in Ronan's house were
hunted out by the owner and from there they retreated to the
schoolyard from where they kept up a continuous fire for about
an hour. Ha;nigan came on the scene and from the top of the
quarry he called on them to get away. Their retreat was very
slow because the fire of the enemy was so concentrated that
?héy had to move with extreme caution. The enemy made a bold
énd decisive move under cover of heavy fire to trap them.

An officer and seven privates crossed the river at Ahaphooka
bridge and, going through Con Sweeney's yard, they crossed
the Mitchelstown road to the upper roéd. They went along by

‘the road fence, turned down again and under cover of this
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fence and crossed the Shraharla road where, under the
protection of the nearest fence to the river, tﬁey stole along.
This gave them a clear and secure passage towards Shraharla
Churche. All the people on the other side of the river who saw
the move shouted at the top of their voices to have‘them get
awvay as they were being éaught. As one of themisaid to me:
YIf we had only one rifle we could have.scared them".
Unobserved, the soldiers crept up the road fence. The officer
placed two soldiers opposite the small triangle fieid between
the church and the schéolhouse and one at the back of the

church, which gave him a clear view of the upper road.

James Horan and Patrick Starr in a little while reached
the upper road from the back of the échoolhouse, but
immediately met their deaths from the soldier hiddén in the
church g rounds. 'In the meantime, Patrick Cazsey and Tim
Hennessy reached the t riangular field between the church and
the school and‘here Hennessy was mortally wounded and died
in Cork under military detention about a week later. Casey

then surrendered and was taken prisoner.

The British move encompassed the death of these four lads.
What were the I.R.A} doing to release the pressure on these
four boys? I am sorry to have to record for the first time -~
ndthing. It was un~Irish in spirit and as shameful. I would
not pass this remark only I know that there were at least 50
column men within immediate call if their servicés were
required, but the leaders refused any attempt atr escue.

It is a clear indication that, when taken by surprise, they
' !

‘were unable to deal with any situation.

If the counter-attack was made from the Tully side, and
I know nothing about strategy, the British forces would have

found themselves in a desperate situation and could never
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extricate themselves without heavy casualties. Apart from
that, shmething should have been done to give the men in danger
a chance to save their lives, but nothing was done. Therank
gnd file offered their services and were anxious to do some-

thing, but this was refused by certain leaders.

A few locals were then arrested, namely, Jer and James
Coffey, John Dunne and Dick Fitzgerald and poof Casey ﬁith them
The d ead patriots were then thrown in after them in a most
disresbectful manner and all were driven by Marshalstown to
Kilworth. Heré, Casey spoke to Jer Coffey and said: '"Iil be
shot" and Coffey replied: "Keep your heart up, man". Casey
replied: "I will%. Soldiers collected arouﬁﬁ the lorry at
Kilworth and remarked with satisfaction: "Poor 0ld F-r
won't shoot any more". Turning to prisoners, they sald:
"¥e'll get it tomorrow", Next morning, phe prisoners were
taken by train from Fermoy to Cork and, while in their c ells,
they heard the volley that ended Cgsey's life. They thought
they were doomed when a priest came in and asked them were
they caught witharms and they said no. "Thank God" he said -
"Poor Caséy is shot"! They said: "We heard it". They were

shortly after released; they had no part in the affair.

OFFICIAL REPORT.

"At 5.30 yesterday, Crown forces travelling in Crossley
tenders were fired at while in the neighbourhood of
Darragh, Kilfinane. The fire was returned and, after
an engagement lasting about an hour and a half the
rebels fled. Two wounded and four unwounded rebels
wvere captured and two dead bodies were found in the
rebels' position. Some rifles, ammunition and equipment

- were captured. One soldier was slightly wounded."

DRUMHEAD COURTMARTIAL

At the Drumhead Courtmartial the officer for the
defence asked for an adjournment to give the accused
time to prepare his defence and if necessary to call
witnesses, The Prosecutor opposed and said there
could be no possible defence to the charge. The
application was refused".
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EVIDENCE OF A WITNESS.

A military officer in charge of a patrol of 20
soldiers and 9 police proceeded from Kildorrery

to Mitchelstown on Sunday afternoon. About % miles
from Kildorrery fire was opened on them from the
nillside about 500 yards away. They saw about 15
civilians disappearing around a corner but these
men could not have fired at them. .The party
- dismounted and returned the fire. The officer in
charge saw one or t wo persons by the slde of a bush
900 yards away. Fire was coming from this direction.
He took seven men towards this 'place and advanced
to within 30 yards of the men, and in a corner of a
field he saw 5 men of whom one was firing. They
shot him.

"On crossing a field they saw another civilian who
fired at them and also shot him. Both were using
rifles. C

"There was & man by the road near one of the men

vwho was shot and he put up his hands. He was told
to advance and as he did so the accused. was seen -
firing straight at the military with a rifle from
" behind a gorse bush 30 yards away, the shot passed
between witness and a corporal. ccused then put his
hands up. He was searched and a revolver in a holster
and. a haversack with 50 rounds of ammunition were
found. The rifle which was unloaded was an ordinary
service one, and appeared to have been r ecently used.
On the buckle of a belt worn by accused were the
words "Itish Volunteers'. In ther evolver were

4 live rounds and 2 empty cases",

Defending Officer: '"When you caﬁeaicross accused
was it not possible for him to e scape without you
catching him? :

Witness: There was no way of escape open to him
and he didn't attempt it. : ‘

But could he have escaped? Well, he had
a sporting chance.

' Are you certain the accused is the man
that fired at you? Yes.

A corporal corroborated the previous witness and
stated that the officer fired at accused.

Member of the Court: When did the officer fire?
When the man fired at us. Witnesgpdded that

one of the dead civilians had a breech-loading rifle,
and the other a haversack containing two bombs.

This closed the case for the Prosecution.

STATEMENT BY ACCUSED:

Accused stated he had volunteered during the election
to keep order but since then he did not belong to the
Volunteers or take any part in polities. His house
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was searched by police. He went to Dublin
returning three weeks ago; he was looking for
work and at Kilfinane he met some men who were
Volunteers and took him to a house, giving him
some tea.
He was told to be at a place at the butt of hill
at 1 ofelock . A man gave him a rifle, revolver
and ammunition. He did not want to go, but the
men said he should. They then went along and
when they saw the lorries coming he fired two shots
with a rifle, being forced to do so. He had never
worked a rifle before and did not fire at the
corporal and officer. He had a father and six
sisters to support.
Replying to the Prosecutor the accused said his
home was in Limerick. He came towards Kildorrery
on Saturday and stayed in the hills.
The names of the four Volunteers concerned are;
Captain James Horan, Inch St. laurence, Limerick
Vol. Patrick Casey, Ballybricken, - do.
1 Patrick Starr, Nenagh, Tipperary.
Captain Tim Hennessy, Killonan, Tipperary.
That evening, the Galbélly officér was advancing towards
Shraharla from the Marshalstown direction, but before he
reached the position the fight was over. The whole business

has the appearance of a prearranged plan.

He returned to Kildorrery and, on that evening, he passed
through Kilfinane at 8.30 on his return journey to Galbally.

The sentence was confirmed by the military governor

and was duly carried out at 6.31 o'clock Monday evening.

IAKELLY .

- On.the night of Sunday, May 1lst, the united columns
assembled at Tully. From there they started at 10 p.m. on
their long march over Glenaree on their way northward and on
the fbllowing morning they occupied billets in Clareen,‘
Ballinahinch, Mitchelstowndown, lakelly and Ballinvreena,
between Emly and Knocklong. It can be seen that the width of

country thus occupied was such that this active service unit
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was betting unwieldy and disproportioned. This always left
sections of it open to surprise attack. This left the
éommander in a helpless position to deal with a serious
situation which demanded his ability and experience. On this
morning the extreme ends of this column while resting were
not less than six miles apart, an impossible situation for

any commander to deal with.

I have written & full account of this battle for a
booklet published by "The Kerryma&n" some years ago which I
enclose as Appendix B. Thére were a few important items ﬁhich
i omitted at that time which I now wish to have inc¢orporated
in a full statement. It is obvious that Frahill and Riordan
were only wounded when the soldiers came ﬁp to them. The
most barbarous acts of cruelty were perpetrated on these two
gallant soldiers. When they were recovered by their comrades
poor Frahill was one mass of bayonet wounds, while Willie
Riordan was unrecognisable; his head and face were so batﬁered
that Hannigan could not recognise him. It was that evening
when he was recoghised by Tommy waard's'brother Sean, and that

was by the colour of his hair.

The route taken In removing the remains to Kileullane
was by Knocklong, Elton, Knockainey; all other roads were
blocked by felled trees to give security to the column that
accompanied the remains. The bodies were placed in a horse
and trap at the Cross of the Tree and driven by M. Harty
and Sean Howard, brother of Tommy. At Kileullane the bodies

~Were sewn up in sacking at Mr. Quinn's, where he made a strong

protest against their interment on his land, but his protest
was ignored. Here a heated altercation took place between
Liam Ford of the Mid Limerick Brigade and members of the
East Limerick column. The latter blamed him for letting the
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Galbally sgldiers escape and, quite rightly, was he blamed,
but what about the day before when four of his men were
cruelly abandoned and left to their fate. A five hours battle
was fought at lakelly to r ecover the bodies of four dead men,
which was most praiseworthy; but five shots weren't fired

to save the lives of the young lads at Shraharla who fought

a two hours battle alone.

On the night of WYth May when the burial of the four
soldiers of the Republic had been completed, a short prayer
was sald and with heavy hearts they marched that night to
or close to Kilteely. They had nothing to eat all day and,
after a good meal, they went to bed to rest their heavy heads.

On the next day, May 5th, a sudden raid was made by a
party of Tans where Mick Hennessy, Kilfinane, Mick Callaghan,
Bailinaveen, and another manwere sfaying near XKilteely.

In the-kitchen of the farmhouse they fired point blank at

each other and Callaghan fell in the yard wounded and was
captured by the Tané. The other two. escaped and reported the
matter immediately to other sections of the column. Bill
Hayes organised the men immediately and héd them ready for
~action to effect his rescue at any cost but, at that moment,
Hannigan arrived and objected, on the g rounds that fche risk
was too great. There the matter ended. On that day the colun
broke up by orders of the commander into small bodies, some
going to the west where they overtook some of the West Limericl
Brigade. On this day there was nothing but confusion, énd the
men had nothing to eat all day until late that night. They
were in a state of physical exhaustion from the constant '
strain of watching and awéiting eventualities from a wily and

dangerous enemy.

The Mid Limerick men went into their own area while the
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20 East Limerick men who joined portion of the West Brigade
went as far as Liskeneth and from there to Castletown. From
there they turned for Newtownshandrum where they rested for

a night; then on to ﬁohernagore_and Tiermoor where they again
stayed a day and on the following morning at 4 a.m. they
crossed over Ballyriggan by Kileen rock to Kilgarriff where
they;rested. On the followihg night they wént on to Anglesboro
where the rifles were handed over to Sean Lynch and dumped.
This section of the column broke up and eaéh man reported
back to his own company. I may mention here that while at
Liskenneth they were joined by Sean Ford who had escaped from
Spike Island a few days before. The loss of his leadership
was sorely felt at Shraharla and Lakelly.

SEAN WALL KILLED.

Atfé p.m. on the night of Y%th May, Sean Wall, Denny
Hannigan, Jack McCarthy, Bill Hayes, Seamus Ford, Paddy
0'Donnell, Davy Clancy, John J. O'Brien, Bill Burke and eight
others placed their rifles on the British military bicycles
captured at Lakelly and cycled by road to Anacarty about 16
miles away where a Divisional meeting was to be held with
Ernie O'Malley. This was undoubtedly a daring feat, but the
men were getting desperate and only measured their lives
according to the circumstances which the exigency of the

sitvation demanded.

When they arrived at Annacarty the most important men of
the brigade staff stayed at Carew's, which stood about 30
yards in from a crossroads. Davy'01ancy and Bill Bufke,
Ballindangan, had to remain up all night on gﬁard until 9.30
the following morning, as the importance of the personnel in
the house could not be entrusted to local Volunteers who might

— Telgx their watch and place the brigade staff in a death trap.
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Recalled from duty at 9.3C, Clancy and Burkew ent into break-
fast where they all sat down together. VWhen this was over
Hannigan walked out the short avenue to the road and, walking
to the Cross which was only a few yards away he was suddenly
confronted by a walking patrol of nine Tans and an R.I.C.
sergeant. He turned back and rushed up the avenue and, in a
state of great excitement, he shouted at the men inside to

barricade the windows, that they were trapped and must fight.

He gave Davy Clancy imperative orders to stand by the
door which was open, to leave nc one in or out. There, Clancy
stood rifle in hand at the ready and, almost at thaf moment,
he shouted excitedly: "They‘'re comingi" - the sergeant 15 yards
in front of the others. In-the hoqse there was nothing dbut
indescribable confusion. ‘There was no back door and no escape.
As the sergeant passed through the yards gate, Sean Wall,
without a word of explanation, flashed by Clancy int6 the &ard
past the sergeant and was held up by the Tans in the avenue,

which event temporarily checked.them on their way in.

While this was happening the sergeant had reached to
within 15 yards of the door. At that moment Clancy said to
Hannigan who was standing by the fireside: "What will I do?
Will I fire?" Hannigan muttered something that was inaudible
and, taking the will for the deed, Clancy fired and shot the
sergeant dead. There was dead silence for the space of half
or even guarter of a minute awaiting developments from outside,
but as nothing happened within that short period of time, the
brigade staff in one body rushed out the f ront door, got around
the gable end of the house and just in time to escape the first
volley from the Black and Tans. Clancy's shot saved the day
and Wall lost his head. He was murdered on his way to Tipperary

The half minute's silence was caused by the Tans rushing for
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cover. Owing to the incident that morning the important
Divisional meeting was not held and the brigade staff and
column, 15 strong, marched to Carnahalla where Patrick Sarsfiel
rested on his way to Ballyneety. While watering their horses
at a stream there, one of Sarsfield's men had jokingly
suggested to another the betrayal of Sarsfield's secret and,
with that, the latter drew his sword and killed his companion

on the spot by the stream still pointed out by the people.

The column stayed that night at Mrs. Corboy's and, on
the following night - May 7th - they bid adieu to Carnahalla
and marched to Ballycahill.

That evening, all the papers and documents at Purcell's,
Urigare, were brought to the dugout at Lynch's, Stephenstown,
owing to the death of Brigadier Sean Wall.

Battalion columns were then formed, but there is nothing
active to report, except that they lay in ambush at Ballycahil)
for Lieut. Brown, I.0., at Barrabunocka, Kilfinane, for the
local patrol. About 14 men formed the battalion column and

they continued in active service until the Truce.

The brigade staff now occupied the dugout at Stephenstown

and from there all work was carried on.

That week in May 1921 was bad enough when we recall all
the fine young men who lost their lives, but the Judas~like
betrayal of the brigade dump at Mrs. Joe McCarthyis, Thomas=-
town,.was the last straw and left us bereft of our reason.

How the enemy gloated over their”secret triumph! ° How they left
us in mid air guessing, and we are guessing still! How they
used‘Maurice Costello as a stooge to cover up the reai traitor!

How on Dan Begley, the occupier of the house, fell the first

wrath of pubiic indignation! How the house and its occupants
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were left untouched as if they had found nothing more important
than a historic curio! How the simplicity and genius of their
actions - no fireworks - had added mystery upon mystery!

How the stupidity and inactivity of our own company officers
didn't help to calm public indignation and disgust! Mick

and Denny Noonan were mostly in charge of the dump and every-
thing was safe. But Begley, who was then married to Noonan's
sister, occupied the residence of Mrs. McCarthy as workman

ang caretaker.

It was natural, of course, for everybody to accuse him
because he was.living in the place, and the very fact of
everything being left ﬁntouched "which the British discreetly
did on purpose" only added fire to the people's opinions.

Had the house been burned down there would neﬁer have been
one word of suspicion on Begley, but that would not suit
British secret service. Surely Begley wasn't so stupid as

to run-the risk of standing before a firing party of the
I.R.A. Even as a suspect; why wasn't he arrested and put
through his paces even though he may not be guilty? It would
show at least that the local company were on the job. But
when they sat down and did nothing but send out idiotic hints
that the enemy found nothing when, in actual fact, they found
- apart from a slightly damaged machine gun - as'much

explosive as would blow up the town of Kilfinane.

A deadly blow, from which we never recovered, was struck
at the morale, prestige and invincibility of the local I.R.A.

There was a Judas Iscariot in town §!

My conclusion; are: That no member of therank and file
of the I.R.A. was the betrayer.
- (2) that it was a new=found discovery by an enemy
secret agent who had the confidence of a person who knew all

about the arms dump.
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(3) Without fear of contradiction, I could say that
Maurice Costello was innocent of the charge.
() That a considerable sum of money was paid for

the information.

Lieut. Brown drove through the town with a party of
soldiers in a Crossley tender at top speed from Kilmallock
at 10.30 a.m. They pulled up at Tom Hyland's and made a
search. They then went on to the next farm; Michael Fitz-
gerald's, and made another hoodwink search there for ten
minutes, and from there they went to Mrs. McCarthy's, where
they pulled up outside the farmyard gate on the left-hand side
of the road, where they enteréﬁ the cowhouse armed with pikes.
After throwing out all the dung they ﬁade the discovery. The

dwelling house is on the other side of the road.,

Begley's account:- "I was in the kitchen when I heard
the lorry céming'and remainéd where I was. I knew there was
something up when they did not come near us. But, after about
an hour, the officer came running up the yard - I was watching
him through the window - calling out excitedly: -'It's all
right, it's all right, we found it, don't be frightened"sr

The news had reached the town before the soldiers left

and there was consternation.

MAY 1921.

Towards the end of the month a sigﬁﬁiling corps wés formed
in the battalion area and Jim Regan and I were chosen to
represent our company. We in turn were to train othex later
on. We were ordered toc be at Nicholas Dwan's, Sunvale Upper,
at 1 p.m. and on our way through the fields-we met Ned Dwyer

and Maurice McGrath who were on the s ame mission. About 12 mer
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had collected altogether and out in the open we were being
instructed by Willie' Walsh, Kilclooney, who held a flag in

his hand. Each one in turn had to go through thé same exercise
After about an hour we heard the noise of a plane but éouldn't
see it. Then, all of a sudden, it dived on top of us to witﬁin
a few feet of the ground, and we scattered in all directions
hiding ourselves in furze bushes that were numerous in the
field. We had some thorn picking to do when we came out.

What we were afraid of was they they had‘a machine gun. We

left at 4 p.m. and returned home by the fields again.

Asked to explain where Iwas when I got home, I invented

a lie and said I was in Kilmallock for a message for my uncle.

MOUNT COOTE BRIDGE.

The last ambush with the East Limerick Brigade area took
plaée at Mount Coote Bridge on 29th June. It was carried out
by members of the Laurencetown and Ballingaddy companies.

For some time, it was noted that Lieut. Brown and Dr. Cleary,
Kilmallock, visited Harry Files, steward to Sir Gilbert
Greenhall at Riversfield. Twelve men were selected for the
Job of shooting Brown, but Dr. Cleary rresented a problem.
They decided he must take pot luck if he chose to‘associate
with such company. At 7 p.p. they were in position around the
bridge with 10 shotguns and two rifles. At 8 p.m., instead

of Brown, a cycle patrol of 20 soldiers swung around the bend
of the road from Kilmallock. The I.R.A. positions were bad

as some of them Wefe lying in the dyke on the side of the road
with shotguns which were only effective at short range. The
British spotted them and opened fire. Some of the column had
to clear a 6-ft. timber fencing and, in doing so, Mick Hennessy.
Ballingaddy, and Bob Cleary, Laurencétown, were slightly
wounded. The latter had a remarkable escape as the bullet
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ploughed a furrow along the top of his head. Tim Quillipan,
laurencetown,was seriously wounded. Jack Casey, Laurenceﬁown,
played a conspicucus part with his rifle in covering the
retreat so effectively that the Crown forces were unable to

advance; otherwise they would all have been killed as there is

'no cover and the enemy would have followed up their advantage.

The enemy returned to Kilmallock for reinforcements, but by
the time they had returned again, the ambush party were safely
gway except Tim Quillinan, who was thought to be dying. About
midnight he reached John Carroll's, Ballinerana, and Fr. lee,
Kilfinane, was sent for to administer the last rites and, old
and all as he was, led by a Volunteer over fences, rivers. and
dykes, hewalked to Carroll's, The>military ring was closing

and there was no time to be lost. Carroll's would be searched

\énd the wounded man discovered, but at that eritical moment in

the early déwn a genius - whoever hewas - got a brainwave!
"Take him over" he said, "to John Burke's,rLaurencetown".

Burke was an old R.I.C. pensioner and insurance agent, but
great old stock. They placed Tim inside Burke's bedridden

mother who was nearly 90 years of age. On came the R.I.C. and

.soldiers. DBurke met them all with a word and a joke in the

kitchen. Had he any wounded man? They found blood down by
the river. Thoroughly assured that such a true-blue would not
harbour a rebel, they went avay without making any search.
Tim's life was saved and, shorfly'afterwards, he was removed

to Elton where he'recovered.’ Tim was a powerful young man.

THE CASE OF WILLIE McCLUSKEY,

Willie McCluskey was creamery manager at Bulgadin and was
married to a g}rl from Waterford. He lived in a thatched house
at the Cross of Bulgadin., Across the road was a barmaid at
Meade'sy Mrs. Healy, who was married to the local teacher.

Healy was from Boherbuoy, Co. Cork. Mrs, Healy was a rabid
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republican, but of a spiteful and vindictive spirit, and was
on very bad térms with Mrs. McCluskey. Healy was a member

of the local Volunteer company of which Michael Cleary was
captain. Michael Cleary ordered the company to be at the
Cross on a certain night. Armed with this information, Healy
went to Limerick, posted a letter to the military at -
Kilmallock giving the information that the Volunteers would
meet at the Cross of Bulgadin on a certain night and signed
McCluskey's name to it. On the followiﬁg morning he had the
mail raidéd between Kilmallock and Bruff and the letter was
captured and s ent on-to the brigade staff at Stephenstown.
The staff made a secret and thorough ingquiry into the whole
affair. They entered the creamery by night and took away
copies of McCluskey's signature and writing and ;ompared them
with the captured letter. Everything was perfect; there was
no doubt about his guilt. The&'went to Fr. Leahy,'C.C.

At that time he was satisfied that the writihgs were done by
the same hand.

Jerry Quinlan, the former creamery manager, was @lled in
to give evidence. He knew McCluskey's writing well, but he
in his evidence said that the captured letter was not in
MeCluskey's handwriting, but this was rejected by the staff.
The weight of e vidence against McCluskey was so strohg that
nothing now could save him and he was in his absence condemned
to death as a spy.
| Paddy O'Donnell, Cush, and Ned Barrett, Kilfinane, were
ordered to carry out the execution. They left Elton and
arrived in Bulgadin about 11 p.m. on a Sunday night. They
decided to have a drink before carrying out their orders and
knocked up Meade's publichouse. These vital 20 minutes saved
an innocent man fromcieath.- When they had their drink taken

they went across the road and knocked at McCluskey's. When
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he appeared at the door they told him come along they wanted
him. They had arranged not to shoot him at his own door,

but a hundred yards down the road towards the schoolhouse.
They told him their purpoée that he was to be shot as a spy;
he collapsed, but they took him along; he protested his
innocence; it was too late. They told him to kneel down and
say an Act of Contrition., At that moment, & man on a bicycle
was seen coming in the distance and when he saw them he
shouted: "Stop, stop, don't shoot him", When he came up, it
was seen to be Seamus Ford, brother of Sean Ford. By this
time McCluskey was half dead. "Bring him over", said Ford,
"to Peter John Cleary's; they'll give him another trial”.
Unable to walk, they helped MéCluskey across the fields tb
Cleary's, Athanassey. There he stood before the tribunal
and there he produced a hotel receipt from his pocket proving
that he was in Belfast at his mother's funeral tpe day the

letter was posted in Limerick.

The mystery remained unsolved until six months later,
when Healy, the national teacher, confessed on his death bed.
Heaven has no rage like love to hatred turned; and hell

no fury like 2 woman scorned.

I attach as Appendix "C" a list of the enemy forces in
Kilfinane, a list of the I.R.A. column, and a few additionai
notes. ' ﬁgJ:

Written during fhe winter nights - 1955-56 ;?ét Glebe
House, from notes taken down by me in 1930-32 from prominent
members of the Flying Column and others and from my personal

reminiscences.

Date: /S M/ﬁéz

Witness Muﬁ L A ,‘é;
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APPEND IX MAM

AFTER KNOCKLONG

(Statement by Sean Howﬁrd, Glenbrohane, .
brother of Tom Howard, Killed at Lakelly.)

On the evening of the Knocklong rescue I was down at
the station getting foodstuffs for Shanahan's, Glenlara, where
Iwas then in service. A priest came up to-me and asked.me
where was Tom Shanahan and I told him he was in the coal store.
The priestwas Dan Breen, but I didn't know it then and w ent
home with my load. Iater that evening, a man walked into the
yard and he was all Blood. I recognised him as Sean Treacy
because he had been here a week before with Breen and Dannie .
Moloney. He was completely exhausted and we wanted him to go
to bed, but he said No, he would sit by the fire. We did as
best we could to dress his wound with Jéyes fluid and water.
He told Mick Shanahan and myself his sfory - how he thought
he was dying when the bullet pierced through his neck just
above the breast bone. When he came out of the train he
threw himself over the railing to die but found his strength
returning quickly. He hid his revolver and cameAstraight for
here. About a half an hour later Breen, Robinson, Hogan,
John J. O'Brien and Foley came carrying Dan Breen between
them, as he was d angerously wounded through the lung and was
in a dying condition. We put him to bed and sent for Dr.
Hennessy who was very nervous of coming. We also sent for
Fr. Humphries, C.C. of Knocklong. All night long we had to
keep 1ifting him up and.down in the bed on the doctor's orders.
About midnight, we suggested to Treacy to go to bed, but he
said he'd rather sit by the fire, but, turning his head toward
the room where Breen was, he said, jokingly: %“Get up, Dan,

of if they come in you'll get up quick".

This r emark was an indication of Treacy's fear of

immediate danger owing to their near position to Knocklong.
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They had an all-night discussion on the immediate situation -
Tom and Mick Shanahan and Phil Fogarty. They finally decided
to remove them and were all that night, thropgh dispatch
riders, in touch with the Cush Company. A&t 6 o'clock that
morning they removed them to Clancy's, Cuéh, 1n'a trap car |
© .although Breen was not fit to travel, and they took a terrible
risk. Treacy remained up all night by the fire sitting in the
chair. (Personal: "In my opinion, Treacy remained up all

night, even though seriously wounded, to guard Breen")

The others of the rescue party went to Ned Tobin's of
Ballinlacken - Ned O'Brien wounded, Jim Scanlon woundéd, and
Sean Lynch, Clerk of Balbally Church. Next day Lynch went
back home to his parochial duties and on the following Sunday
the parish priest denounced the murder at Xnocklong while

Lynch sat on the steps of the altar - he was answering his Mass.

A panic set in amongst us. ‘We had 48 shotguns in the
attic upstairs and several buckets of ammunition. The first
thing we did was to remove a big heap of manure in front of
the door next day. We brought down the guns from theéttic,
placed them in a heap in the yard'and piled back all the manure
again on top of them. That job done, we disposed of the
ammunition. Between the fireplace and the door was a wall with
a2 small lookout window looking out the f:ont door which is
common to cduntry‘farmhouses. It was built as a draught screen
when the door was open. This wall was pricked on both sides
with rubble in the mentre. We took out all the rubble and
-put in this amnunition, placed a slate over the top and it
looked a perfect job. All the sheets and blankets were all
blood; we took these out and boiled them that day and removed
every stain. We had them all dry that night and put them back
again. |

On the day of 9th June the place was completely surrounded
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by 60 police and 200 troops and made a thorough search of the
whole place. That day I made twenty statements and they still
wanted more but Ir efused. As I stood in the kitchen they
almost turned the house upside down,_but a policeman who sat
by the fire had his back to the ammunition wall and it wasn't
Sounded as all the others were. What frightened me most as I
looked out the window was to see the soldiers prodding the
manure with their bayonets. Then the police went out and
started to r emove the ends of the manure heap and after a
while stopped the work. One policeman who waé friendly to me
said to me:."Do you know anything about this business and I
replied I knew nothing whatever about it. He said: "I'm
afraid they have thewrong information". "I'm afraid they
have" I replied. Had they found the guns the two Shanahang
and mysedf would havestood on the gallows.

When Tom and Mick Shanahan were arrested with Foley,
Maher and Murphy, I attended the trial before the Grand Jury
at Armagh. The only‘evidence that saved Tom Shanahan at the
trial was the fact that the greyhound bitch he sentito Kildare
for service returned to Knocklong the day after the rescue.
Only for that, nothing could have saved him.(Read Sean Treacy
by Desmond Ryan). When the case was over, the jury retired
upstairs and all the people went away but I stayed in Court.
While I was there, a tongs came down through a small hole in
the ceiling with a piece of paper attached and on it was
written: Michael Shanahan not guilty. After a long time,
another slip of paper came on thes ame tongs: Tom Shanahan
not guilty. I rushed out on to the street overjoyed with
excitement and met old Tom Shanahan, their uncle. VWhen I told
him, he wouldn't believe me about Tom over the telégram he
received from Thurles about the greyhound which he kﬁew nothing

about. Sean Treacy quite unconsciously almost placed him on
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the scaffold by wwittingly telling May Moloney use the

code word "Greyhound". The other three were found guilty,
but Murphy, who was an ex-British scldier, got a reprieve on
that r ecord. He afterwards became a prominent I.R.A. man,

but on that night he snapped the rifle from a British soldiér,
not to shoot the police, but the I.R.A. Of course, it's hard

to prove that he could be a genuine Irishman at that time".



APPENDIX B.

BY DANIEI O'SHAUGHNESSY, 1938

lakelly Ambush, as it has come to be known, was, perhaps,
one of the most tragic events in the history of the Black and
Tan struggle in Easf Limerick. Here, early in May 1921, were
gathered the combined forces of the East, Mid and West Limgrick
Columns, scattered over a countryside that is famed in song

and story for its natural grandeur and scenic beauty.

Fresh from thelr activities in the west of the county,
the Volunteers sought refuge and rgst among the gheltered hills
around Shraharla and Lakelly. But they had another and more
'important object in view; their concentration was intended
to keep open the channels for a large consignment of arms
which was expected at the time to arrive from America on the

south coast. The arms never came - but that is another story.

. Twice during the fateful days that followed, small section:
of the united columns were caught unawares 'by the énemy patrols.
The story of the encounters that followed is as thrilling in
its details of heroism as it is poignant in its fragic
consequences. As a result of the two engagements no less than
eight gallant young soldiergz of the Repﬁbiic made the supreme
sacrifice in the cause of freedom. Below we are privileged
to relate the story of the events that led up to the tragedy
as told by YA Volunteer'.

Leaving behind unhappy memories of their sojourn in the
west, the united columns of East and West Limerick set out one
night early in April 1921, for the comparative safety of the
hills of Kilfinane, immortalised in song by the Bard of Thomond.
Here among the green clad hills temporary shelter and rest may

be found after a week in the west of the county of constant
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marching and sleepless nights from an ever vigilant enemy.
Ballyhahill was the final struggle in that epic week and so
‘with heavy hearts they left that place at the mercy of the
forces of the Crown for grounds more fruitful in the unequal

task that lay before them.

COMBINED FORCES.

After many nights Mitchelstowndown was reached and here
a temporary haven was found. After a few days the columns
resuned their march to Tully and@ Knockadea, wﬁich lay in the
centre of the basin of Glenroe, surrounded on all sides by
beautiful verdant hills and well-known as a safe retreat for
the East Limerick column during the struggle of '20-'21., Here
they were'joined by the East Limerick Brigade, the combined

forces numbering about 150 men.

In passing, it may be added that at this time a large
consignment of arms was expected to land from America on the
south coast, and the large force was being kept in readiness
to keep the channels of supply open, but, unfortunately, the
landing never took place. Towards the .end of April a section
of these forces lay in ambush for a few déys at Anglesboro!
for the British soldiers at Galbally. Here the enemy forces
were known to be in charge of an officer called “Shakeyhead",
who the boys were most anxious to have a chat with owing %o

his over-zealous activities, but this attempt proved abortive.

May 1sy fell on Sunday and at 10,30 a.m. on that morning,
the Galbally officer, who for a month had been living a
precarious and chequered existence, rode into Kilfinane with
a patrol of soldiers. While the military were r epairing their
cycles, & local volunteer intelligence officer received the
information ﬁhat the patrol was going to Kildorrery and
returning home via Shraharla, an ideal place for an ambush and
close to where the columns were resting. As there was no time

to be lost, the information was immediately conveyed to the
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Battalion Council which was being held at Mr. Ed. Condon's,
Rapula. From here a horseman rode poste haste to Mr. Brazzill

Iee's with the fateful dispatch.

In the absence of Commandant Denis Hannigan, who was
previously preoccupied at Anglesboro, Liam Hayes, now Colonel
in Eire forces, and a fearless soldier, made hasty preparations
for the attack. In his immediate vicinity were about 30 member.
of the Mid and East Limerick columns. Having mustered his
forces at Knockadea and meantiﬁe sent out his dispatch riders
to the other sections of the widely-scattered columns, he
marched his men down the sheltered banks of the Hawn Valley,
which led to Shraharla Church - the selected place 6f ambush -
with its strategic advantages and the one and only natufal
keyway to the sheltered basin of Glenrue and the open road to
Galbally. Having reached within 200 yards of this end of the
valley of which Afooéa bridge forms the apex, they crossed the
Hawn and entered the main Kilfinane-Mitchelstown road, about
200 yards from the ¢ ross af the bridge that led to their

destination.

CAUGHT NAPPING.

With more than 300 yards tq go they were walking more or
less at their ease when they were suddenly and quite
unexpectedly confronted by three lorries of soldiers and Black
and Tans at Coffey's Bend,across the bridge. Both parties
observed each other simultaneously, but the Crown forces;.
with the advantage of elevation in their févour, opened a
withering machine gun and rifle fire. Caught in the open
the column took the turn to the left for Shraharla Church at
quick double, replying as they retreated as best they could
from whatever little shelter the exceptionally low fences could
afford. Following the advice of Jim Rea, a local volunteer,

who had a thorough knowledge of the locality, all the column,



with the exception of four Mid Limerick men, escaped to

shelter and safety. The casualties should have been greater
considering the circumstances, and the unexpected disadvantages
in which they were plaéed, but the local volunteer led them

to the back of the Church where they were enabled to make

their getaway from the deadly fire of the enemy forces.

FOUR MEN TRAPPED.

Unfortunately, however, four of the Mid Limerick men
sought shelter from‘the deadly hail of bullets at the rere of
John Ronan's house and so put themselves in a position from
which there was no escape, as the ground rose abruptly td the
upper road and a gorse covered quArry where a lowfence provided
little if any protection. In spite of the terrible odds
against them, the four men fought gallantly, and the fighting
went on relentlessly for about an hour. Then Commandant
Hanmigan came to the scene of battle, and at great personal
risk from the top of the gorse covered quarry he éalled on
the fighting men to get away as quickly as possible. But for
the four luckless men there was no escape; and they knew it,
for the g round all round them was being literally torn to
.pieces with unceasing machine gun fire; and for them the only
escape was the final and inevitable escape of .death, as

subsequent tragic developments were to prove,

Meanwhile the British forces had begun torealise the
position of the fouf'trapped Volunteers. One of the officers
summed up the situation and took four of his men along the
back of the Afooca river. Creeping low, they succeeded in
reaching the road fence between the s choolhouse and the Church.
Here two men were placed opposite the 1little triangular field
between the Church andschool, and another in the Church
grounds, giving the latter a clear view of the upper road.

The British officer was now master of the situation.



_FOUGHT TO THE IAST.

Across the'valley where Peter 0'Neill Crowley fell on
31st March '67, in a former struggle for freedom, the local
residents watched witha gonising pangs of helplessness the
enactment of a still greater tragedy than Eheir ;brbears
witnessed half a century before. If only they had one rifle
those men's lives might be saved, because even with one weapon
they could have held a check on the flank movement of the
British officer, whose side was exposed from that direction.
But there was no escape for the four men, and realising the
poéition they knew that there was nothing left but to fight.
This they did with grim determination and unswerving courage.
Their rifles almost r ed hot with constant and rapid fire, they
fought manfully to the last. Two hours passed and the fight
still raged on. The military had not yet closed in on them,
but knowing they were trapped, the four Volunteers decided to

make a bold bid for freedom and their comrades.

They left the schoolyard and entered the little triangular
field where Captain Jim Hemmessy fell wounded and bleeding
profusely. In the meantime in their endeavour to e scape the
inevitable fate that awaited them, Captain James Horan and
Patrick Starr had reached the upper road, where no shelter
was available. And here the two brave men met their end at
the hands of the soldier concealed in the Church grounds.
Patrick Casey, the last survivor of the four, surrendered

only when his rifle jammed.

SURV IVOR_EXECUTED .

‘The struggle now over, a ghostly quiet seemed to settle
down on the countryside. Thedead and living were taken by
Crossley tender to Cork, where on the following evening Patrick
Casey was executed after a trial by Drumhead Courtmartial.

A few days later, where the mountain stream wends its way
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onwards towards the ocean, young Hennessy breathed his last.
It was the culmination of a great tragedy. The wily Galbally
officer returned the way hewent, and so ended tragically

an ambush that had been prepared for the enemy.

On that fatal night the Mid and East Limerick Columns
mobilised at Knockadea and Tully and set out 150 strong on
their midnight mali'ch over the Slieveragh mountains. They found
much-needed rest the following morning in Ballinahinch,
Mitchelstowvn, lackelly and Ballirnwrina. On the .-morning of May
2nd, before the sun's rays had dried the budding leaves of
the dawn's dew rapid rifle fire that re-echoed for many miles
round startled the weary Columns from their slumbers, and in
that first fatal volley four of the best and bravest that

Ireland ever produced lay dead.

Once again the officer from Galbally was out on patrol
with twenty men, passing by lackelly on his way to Emly.
Members of the Column sleepihg at the end of a long narrow
0ld road leading to Lackelly were apprised of his presence in

the locality and as a result made preparations for an emergency

In the meantime, May Maloney followed the military into Emly

to see the way they were going, and not finding them in the
village she returned home to Lackelly andfeported accordingly.
Miss Maloney, it may be mentioned, was a popular andvwellknown
figure in I.R.A. circlés, and played an important part in
every engagement in the locality. She was also wellknown to
the Crown forces, and the general opinion at the time was that

the Galbally officer followed her home the way she came.

FOUR_MEN LAY DEAD!

At any rate the ten men that slept that night in Fitz~
patrick's, Kincaid's, Taylor‘'s and Callaghan's, not sensing
that ‘anything unusual was about to happen, discarded their
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defensive poéitions and wandered about the yards and houses,
Four of them remained at a bend of the old road which obscured
their view from the public road. Unseen and unheard, the
Galbally cycling patrol rode. right into them, and before any
sort of fight could be put up, Tommy Howard, Willie Riordan,
Frahill and Wade lay dead. The military, having secured a
cart to take away thed ead bodies, were about to return to
Gaibally with their prize when Commandant Denny Hannigan came
at the double from Ballinvrina with a column of men and
quickly engaged the enemy forces in a sharp encounter. A
running fight ensued, which lasted for five hours, the military
being obliged in the meantime to abandon the bodies of the
dead patriots.

Meanwhile, in case of emergency, the r est of the column,
in charge of Liam Forde of the Mid Limerick A.S.U., had
collected at Tim Ryan's, Mitchelstowndown, and at the double
they hurried the three miles towards ILackelly. However, as
Hannigan and his men had pushed back the military and Tans,
the fight had veered in Forde's direction, with the r esult
that Forde and his men came into contact with the retreating
forces.

At this time Forde and his men had crossed the Garry-
spillane road on their way to Lackelly. They had almost
reached lackelly, in fact, which was a stroke of good fortune
for the enemy, because 1if they had come on a little earlier
they would have been trapped and possibly not one of them
would havg escaped. But such, of course, are the fortunes
of war.

At this stage of the grim encounter an incident occurred
that is worthy of note. As Liam Forde's men passed through a
farmstead on their way to assist their hard-pressed comrades
they were met in the farmyard by the old man of the house who
had a bottle of whiskey in one hand and a glass in the other.



Hurriedly he filled out a helping to each man as he passed,
while his aged wife cheered the Volunteers on their way to
the attack. It was an incident richly typical of the grand
spirit of loyalty to the "boys" which prevailed throughout

the countryside at the time.

IANS' LUCKY NOCAPE.

‘By this time the British forces were actually outside the
danger zone and were retreating towards Garryspillane in
extended order. When Forde's men espied them as they crossed
a.fence to the next field tﬁeir backs were towards the I.R.A.
Column, who were themselves in the open at the time. With
every possible haste the Column made for the nearest f ence,
but as Providence should ordain and just at the psychological
moment one of the Tans looked back and saw the imminent danger‘
that threatened his comrades. As a result there was a dual

rush for shelter by the opposing forces.

The fight was on now with all the intensity that this forﬁ
of combat can produce. But as a result of the clever tactics
on the part of their commanding officer and with scarcely a
round of ammunition left after several hours of almost cease-
less struggle the British forces succeeded in evading their
pursuers and making their way back to the safety and shelter.
of their fortress at Galbally. It was a tribute to the tactics

and courage of the enemy.

A DQUBLE TRAGEDY.

The boys were deeply moved by the loss of'their young
comrades who had taken part in every engagement since the
formation of the Flying Column, and who had braved death a
hundred times in their endeavours to serve the cause. Such
a disaster, following the tragedy of Shraharla the day before,

had a most distressing and almost demoralising effect on the
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members of the column, who were deeply attached to their dead
comrades~in-a rms and had shared with them the dangers and
trials of many a hard encounter. Realising the dangers of
their presence in unwieldy numbers, the leaders ordered the
column to be broken up and the reservists were directed to
return to their homes. Battalion columns were then formulated

as a more effective means of dealing with the enemy forces.

| In the darkness of that tragic night of May 2nd the
bodies of the four d ead Volunteers were placed sitting in a
trap car and there followed the long, sad journey to Mr.
Quinn's of Kilecullane, via Elton and Knockainey. It was a
tragically fitiful task for those entfusted with the transport

of the remains.

FINAT, TRAGIC SCENES. .
As the cortege wended its way along the mournful journey
strong forces of the Column, armed to the teeth, walked
quietly along the fields at either side of the road, determined
at any cost that the bodies would not pass into the hands of
the enemy. (Contravention of this order was death.
Recognition would not only mean the burning of the homes of
the dead man's distracted parents, but possibly brutal murder).
And so in that long journey they took charge in turn; but
perhaps the most poignant sighﬁ of all was when a brother of
one of* the deceased took a hand at thereins and drove the
loving companion of his childhood. Eventually the cortege
arrived safely at its destination, where a guard of honour wasl
placed over the bodies. And so in the darkness of that May
night the remains of the four young gallant soldiers of
free@om were laid to rest in one grave in a meadow field of
Mr. Quinn's. Their sorrow=stricken comrades, as they stood
around in-respectful and almost eloguent silence, must have

recalled the lines that have immortalized the burial of
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Sir John Moore in a faraway land many years before:
"Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note,

As his corpse to ther amparts we hurried;

Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot

O'er the grave where our hero was buried.

Few and short were the prayers we said,

And we spoke not a word of sorrow,

But steadfastly gazed on the face that was dead,

And bitterly thought of the morrow."

It may be added that in connection with the first
encounter related above, Commandant Hannigan was seriously
handicapped by the hurriedly tetreating Crown forces, who
shamelessly compelled unarmed young men to &ccompany them

| ‘
as hostages and so used them as an effective cover for their

retreat.

A few hours after the battle was over Military and Tans
swarmed like locusts on the district, and every torture that
human mind could devise was applied during the next 12 hours
to wring from the fleeing and terrified inhabitants
information sought by the enemy. On that night lackelly
and the district around it was transformed from a peaceful

countryside into a living hell.
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APPENDIX C

- Nemes of Black and Tans in Kilfinane.

Lieut. Commander Gregory Royal Navy
Major Nicholson :
Captain Farraday
Sergeant Hampstead
Constable Hincheliff
Swan
" Adair
u Wind
" Blow
u Burrett
E Egan |
i Spud Murphy (Englishman)
" HOBY
o Brayshaw
" Fort '
n Nosey Casey (called after a tramp by that name -
old R.I. Co)

Sergeant Collins - condemned to death. Several attempts
made to shoot him. :
" Donohue :
" Kennedy
"o Cullen

Constable Tom O'Comnor
" Barrett
" Gun (a bad-egg Orangeman)
L Reynolds (got protection from I.R.A.)

Lleut. Ralph =-. from August to end of November and 35 men -
- Lincolnshire Regiment.

Captain Breen - Australlan from December to Truce and 35 men =~
Machine Gun Corps.



Battalion Column formed in May 1921.

Matthew Brazzill
Paddy O'Brien
Paddy MacNamara
Ton Conway
Maurice Barrett
Denny Noonan
Peter Steep
Mick Sheehan

Bosnetstown
Highbridge
Ardpatrick
do.
do.
Thomastown
do.
do.

Battalion flying column and reserves called

Willie Riordan
Tom Casey

-Tom Regan

«+s Neelon -
David Cremin

_.up for action

Angleshoro
Clareen
Martinstown
Bruff
Bruff

" The day of the air raid on Kllfinane a large heavy

iron cylinder was dropped by parachute just outside the

town in Moroney's field.

At the time, I could not

understand its meaning, but now I kmow it was symbolic

of their intentions if Mackay was not released.

'The cylinder was about 434 ft. high and about 2-cwt.

in weight. Itrwas removed by the military.

AMUSING INCIDENTS:

:Armistice Day 1920, the troops had occupied the Main St.

and ﬁere lined from one end to the other so that the two

minutes silence would be observed by everybody. Ralph stood

at our corner vwhich gave a clear view of the town to both ends.

At ll'a.m. sharp he blew a whistle and everyonne had to stand

to attention. There was dead silence when, all of a sudden,

around the corner from Castle St. came Kate_Sullivan with two

buckets going tosﬁhe pump for water. A soldier at the corner



raised his hand to stop her. She left the buckets down

with a bang and, picking them up,'she said at the top of

her voice: "What's wrong with you, is it daft you're gettin".
"Mother", he pleéded, ¥stand where you are". WMother me +..."
said she, "will you do my washin' for me?"® And she walked

off to thé-pump,i:alking as she went., Kate never heard of

Armistice Day.

We had been rounded up one evening to fill road trenches
near Ballyorgan., Among the ecrowd was Mr. Anthony, the bank
cashier, dressed like a dandy in white shoes. To his
consternation and our amusement he was handed a shovel and,
with this on his shoulder, he headed the parade to Ballyorgan.
He was the son of Major Anthony and had seen service in the

World War.
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Flying Column from September to May 10th

and reserves called up for action

Denis Hannigan
Sean Ford ’
Jack McCarthy
Owen O'Keeffe
Paddy O'Donnell
Mighael Scanlon
Tim Croviley
Jack Lynch
David Clancy
Con Kearney
Nicholas Dwyer
Justin McCarthy
Willie Walsh
Dan Allis
William McCarthy
Pat Ryan

Willie Riordan
Dan Grace

Bryan Berkery

Tom Howard{Glenbrohane

Edmond Barrett
Liam Fraher
Thomas Murphy
Patrick Barry
David Quane
Thomas Rea

Joe O'Brien
Edmond Tobin
Michael Walsh
Néd Walsh

David Tobin
Michael Shanahan
Dan Moloney

Phil Fogarty
Denis Noonan
Peter Steep

Phil Ryan
Michael Cloughessy
Paddy Slattery
Pat Carroill
Maurice MeGrath
John Fox '
Bill Burke

Mick Hennessy
Maurice Costello’
John J. Crawford
Ned Dwyer

Paddy Hannigan
Sean Riordan

Column leader, Angleshboro
Nenagh _
Kilfinane
Kilteely

Cush

Galbally
Ballylanders
Anglesboro
Cush

Tiermoor

Bruff
Kilfinane
Kilclooney
Dunohill

Kilfinane, Corrigeens, Ballinlyna

Cullane

Kilfinane
Galbally
Ballylanders

Ballyorgan
Shraharla
Thomastown
Ballinalacken
Glenroe

do.
Ballinalacken
Glenlara
lakelly
Glenlara
Kilfinane, Thomastown
Thomastown
Cush
Ballinvreena
Cush
Kilfinane

do.
Darragh
Ballindangan
Kilfinane
. do.
Ballylanders
Ballinanima
Ballylanders

Thomastown, Kilfinane

Permanent column men marked X
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ADDEWDUY BY DANIEL F. O'SHAUGHNESSY ,

Glebe House, Kilfinane, Co. Limerick,

I desire the following additions and deletions

be made in my statement dated 15th June, 19556:

Fages 78, 79, 80.

Re the deaths of Tobin and Murphy; I have

' peceived the following important information from

. Lieut-Colonel J.HM. MacCarthy (former Captain of

- Kilfinane Company and later Brigade Column A4 jutant)

that the Column leader, D. Hannigan, received &

f warning notice from G.H.Q. in Dublin some day beilore

Xmas 1920 that the Tobins were not to sleep at home

7 during the Xmas holidays.

This information was got.by G.E.Q. intelligence
service at Dubliﬁ Castle and was passed on to the
Column leader. Now it is guite obvious from this
that the enemy {(through 2 spy in this brigade area)
had the information and wrote for  instructions or
authority to carry out the executions of these two

boys.-

Nobody but a person in close and intimate
relationship with Mrs. Tobin could have got that
information and, as further proof, nc other member of
the column was menticned from Dublin. The guilty
person in this case was Mrs. Tobin's best friend
(2. prominent member of Cumann na.mﬁan) and her (the

informerts) father was the Leonerd Mécﬂally.of cur time.

Ned Tobin and T have diametrically cpposite views

as to the identity of this informer.
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(2) Page 100, lines 16 and 19.

Cross out Dr. Cleary's name from my
statement re the ambush at Mount Coote bridge;
it*'s wrong and shouldn't be there. He was a

good Irishman.

(3) Appendix C.

I have the name on list of column "Willie
Riordan Anglesboro®™ - it should be "Willie Howard".

Please correct.

(lty Page: 25, line 1h,

*harracks™ should read’ "barricades™.

Si@edﬂm
Date: /Aoé, 30 /“ 57

L'/‘-"Mu—-é-?

] Wltness -
la- Lov,

(Investigator)
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