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\ [No. W.S. /4245 1
\§§$\VP STATELENT BY LAURENCE BRADY, ' )

qi:} Ialor's lills, Port Lagise, laois.

I joined the Ballyroan Company of the Irish Volunteers
on the lst June, 1914. In support of this statement
I have in my possession my application form for adﬂission
and my membership card. I attended perades of the company
on three evenings of the week during the summer of 191h
for military training. There were about 50 men 1n|the
company . At the time of the Redmondite split in the
Volunteers I remained loyal to the original founderg of the
movement under the leadership of Boin Melelll. I ?dvocated
this point of vieu amongst my comrades of the Bally%oan
Company, and st a special meeting of the company heid te
decide this issue I carried the company in faVOur-%f the
original founders by a majority of three to one. The
Ballyroan Company was the only one in Laols that-dié not go
to Port Laoise for John Redmomd's review in September, 191
Early in October, 1914, I reorganised a company of %olunteers
in Port lLaoise under the leadership of Eoin.ﬂcNeill& I
attended the first convention of the Irish vOluntee%s as a
delegate from the Ballyroan Company. This convention was
held in the Abbey Theatre end presided over by Eoin lMclleilld
on the 25th October, lglh.‘ I have my admission cagd to
jame. Due to the Volunteer split and the strength%of the
Redmopdite influence in Laois County, it was:extremgly
difficult to keep the Volunteers organised at this beriod.
The Secretary of the Bsllyroan Company, a "Redmondi&e“, held
up‘all correspondence from the Volnnteef Haadquarte;s,
with the result that in a couple of months after-thé Voluntesr
Convention was held in Dublin, the Ballyroan Company ceased
all activities, despite my best efforts to keep 1t #unctioning,



In January, 1915, a Circle of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood was formed in Port Laoilse, I was gsworn in by
Patrick Ramsbottom, who was Centre of the Cirecile. Other
menbers of the Circle included my bdbrother Tom, Pad§y
nldowney, M.J. Sheridan, Mick Gray and Colm Houliﬂan.

From the time I Joined the I.R.B. 1 was lipred up wfth the
Port leaoiss Company of_Irish Veolunteors up to and d%ring the
Rising of Easter Week, 1916. During 1915 and previous to
the Easter Week Rislng, explosives consigned to Woffhill
Collieries ;ere:captured by members of the Irish Rqublican
Brotherhood in Laols and usually stored at uwy plac@
aend later conveyed to General Headquarters of the frish
VVolunteers. One consignment from Kynocks of Arliw s
captured at Kingsbridge on information from the Brotherhood
here in lLacois. 1 heard afterwards that it was disLovered
by the British in the General Post Office after the

-evacuation in 1916. E
|

The following is a copy of & joinf statement
prepared by a committee of the Volunteers, whose na%es are
included therein, concerning the ectivities of the bort
Laois Company from its formation in 191l until the unit

disbanded after the Rising in 1916:
i
' |

i

"Vie: were members of the Irish Volunteers in 191,
and at the “Split" in that year we sided with the
|

founders of the Irish Volunteers and we did our best to

seduce young men from the Redmondite Volunteers.,

In Port laoise, due te¢ loeal Irish Parliaﬁentary
Party influence it was difficult to get recruitstfor the
Irish ?olunteers under the leadersnip of McNeill+ but
aventually at a meetinglhgld on the 1l7th October# 191Y,
we succeeded in establishing 8 company. 0ff1ce$a ware
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olected and & delegate was appointed, namely Mr. Joseph
Fitzpatrick, Lain St., Port Lavise, to represent the
company .at the Irish Volunteer Convention held at the
Abbey Theatre, Dublin, on Sunday the 25th October, 191L.
In the spring of 1915 regulsr rifle practice was carried

on Sunday after Sunday at Collier's Sandpit, Ballytegan.
At this period a Circle of the 1.R.B, was formed and we
vere sworn in as members. Instructions in d4rill,

btayonet exercises etc. were given by Denis Dunne.

e attended 8 review of Irish Volunteers held by
Liam Gellowas and Sefin HacDiarmada at The Swan, Wolfnill,
in the summer of 1915.

In September we organised an aeriocht at Port
laoise to raise funds to buy arms. This aerioéht. was
attended by Captain Tom HeCarthy and Donal O'Ha.x?nigan.

The district was next visited by Liap Mellowes
in his capacity as general orgsniser of the Irish

Volunteors. and he gave & lecture on ary degmolition work.

~ On the day of O'Donovan Roséa's funeral,
gelignite and other explogsives, pbt,ained locally, were
conveyed to Dublin by members of: our company an‘ﬁ handed
over to Donal O'Hannigan and Sefin Tobin (attached to
headguarters of the Irish Volunteer Executive).

In the '__aut;umn of 1915 members of our company
attended a lecture on the demolition of railways ab
2, Dawson 8t., Dublin., In January, 1915, our company

was visited by Piarais Beaslai and lLisut. Eamon O0'EKelly,
and et a meeting of our company in the Town Ha."Ll

they delivered addresses impressing on the Volunteers
the ﬁrgency of organising and training in view of the




igminence of a Rising.  After the Volunteer meeting
Lessrs. Beeslal and O'Kelly dealt with the position of the
i1.R.B. organisation in the County &and the possibility of its

extension.

Subsequently Oregory Hurphy came down from General
Headquarters and gave a lecture on musketry and small arms.

The company wes next visited by Eamon C. Fleming,
who came with a gpeclel message from the Volunteér Exacutlive
to take all measures possible to be ready when t&e word

i
to rise would come.

On Sunday, 16th April, 1916, Esmon Fleming met
our company in St. Patrick's Hall, Port Laoise, énﬂ
definitely informed us that the Rising would take place,
that ne would visit us again the following Thursday ang
give us the date, the hour, and detall our dutie;.
He instructed us that notwithstanding any counteﬁmanding
orders that might come from the Volunteer Executive
those dutles were to be carried out. |

On Thursday evening, 20th April, 1916, he|returned
and again met us 1n.St. pPatrick's Hall with orders
giving us the date of the Rising as Eastar-Sundag, 23rd
April, 1916, and the hour as 7 p.m. The dutiesiassigned
to our company were the demolition of rallway liﬁea in our
area on the branches from fiaterford to Dublin, with the
ohject of delaying the entrance of troops from Britain,
via Rosslare or llaterford, to Dublin, and after the
garrying out of these duties we were %o link up with forces
expocted to be at Scollop Gap near Borris, counn; Carlow,

vhore we wera to receive further orders. '

|
!
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At this meeting in 9%. Patrick®s Hall on '.|l’hursday .
20th April, all our plans for the carrylng out of the
demolition of the reilways vere carefully plotted out,
and on the following Fridey and Saturday nights
all the necessary equipment for the operations was colliected

crovbars, hatchets, spanners, coldsets, ete.

Arms alreaedy in possossion of the companyl wera
supplemented by some purchesed by Eamon Fleming from lr,
James Holoney, then manager at Hessx;a. Jede Air& & GSons,
‘hardware establishment, Port Laolse.

Arns and the equipment referred to above were
transferred by Volunteers Laurence Brady and ‘i‘hclimas F.
Brady to their farm at Lalor's Uills., On Easte:r
Saturday night snd Eastar Suniday afternoon all the
néaessary aguipment was shifted by them to a gl&lce of
concealment at Colt YTood, the site selected Jor
demolition work on the Waterford-Port Laoise rallwey line.

At a mee_t.iné of the company held in 8t%. l"atrick's
Hall on EBaster Saturday night final dispositions were
decided upon and Eamon Fleming was unanimously Tlected

to take charge. Tho Volunteers detailef to carry out
the operation at Colt Vool wers &3 follows: -
Patrick J. Romsbottom, Port Lpoise.

Laurence Brady, lalor's Iﬁ.lls, Port Laoise.
Thomas F. Bra.dy, " “

Patrick Muldowney ) . o 8
John Euldowney b o
Colm Houlihan i L

L}

Hichsel J. Sheridan &«

-

|
Volunteers llichael Valsh and [iichael Oray were detailled

for gervice uith Eamon Fleming and Sefin lcGuire! on the
Kilkenny-Kildare soction of tho railuay. |




The Colt Wood party started the work of demolition
puhctually at 7 P.m. on Sunday evening and carried it out
ancecessfully.. (Documentary evidence as to the damage
dons to the railway line 1is. attached hereto, viz.

a report from the "Nationelist Leinster Timea® newspaper
of proceedings at Quarter Session in connection with the
Raillway Cohpany's claim for compensation for the damage
done and. the court record of the claim; also copy of the
report of the County Inspector of the Royal Irish
Constabulary on the matter made to the judge at the
subsequent July Assilzes. '

Paople who came along the railway line during the
course of the operations were held as prisoners and were
latef escorted to their homes and warned not Jo stir out
again for the night or give any information 14 the event

: |
of subsequent ingquiries being made.

Heavy rain had set in while the operations were in
progress and as it continued, the party who remained on
guard at the spot took shelter in Colt Wood, close beside
the ralilway. Later a man cama slong the liqe parrying a
lamp - presumably a reilway servant, making en inspection
of thé line in consequence of the failure of | the block
' signal system betwsen Port Laoise and Abbeylaois Stetions
to work owing to the cutting of the telegraph wires.

This man vas called on to nalt and, a3 he falled to do so..~
he was: fired on. The lamp was extinguished and the man
escaped in the darkness. After some hours the party,
every momber drenched to the skin, retired to the home of
Laurence and Tow Brady at Lalor's Mills, where later in

the morning Eamon Fleming and Volunteers Walsh and Gray
arrived, accompanied by e Dublin boy named Sefin McOulre



who had been working for some tims:previously at Wolfhillﬁ
Collieries, he having been ‘on the run'.

On Bagter Monday morning we sent & special
messenﬁef to Port Laoise to fin@ out if the Rising was
general and 2earned with regret that, so far as;could be
ascertained, no move had been made in any part of Ireland
axcept in laocis. Reading that day's nawspaper% e
learned for the first time of the disaster in Kery -
the faillure to land arms from Germeny « and as'we had
expected foreign aid we thought the Rising had |been
postponed. On Easter ilonday evening wefagain‘senf a
speclal messenger into Port Laoise who brought!back the
news that the Rising had taken place in Dubliqt
On Easter Monday night it wes decided, for thé purpose of
throwing suspicion off the homs of the Bradys,
and concealing the whereabouts of the men who had left
their homes, to participate in the Rising, that Laurence

and Thomas Brady should continue to do their psual work
and appear in public. On the following Tues?ay morning
Constable Hogan, R.I.C., called at Lalor's mfllS'and
interviewed Laurence Brady. A day or two afterwards
Constable ticCarthy visited the place and fougd Laurence
and Thomas Brady engaged At their usual work on the farm
and &t the M1ll respectively. A3 no raid oL search
foliowed the police visits, our plan for throwing off
suspicion had, apparently, the desired effect.

As. there had been a postponement of Fhe Rising until
Easter Monday and an upsetting of the plans J]originally made
ve waited until Tuesday night in tha hope of receiving
definite news of the Rising or fresh orders regarding it.
On Tuesday Patrick J. Fleming, The Swen, (brother of Zamon



Fleming) and Terence Byrne, Knocklaide, Timehoe, joined
our party at Lalor's Hills.

on Tuesday night it was decided that an effort
should be made to get in touch with the Kilkenny-Carlou
Volunteers. For that purpose our leasder [amon Fleming
and Volunteer M. ¥alsh proceeded on bicycles to Borris,
Co. Carloa, district. They ascertained that there had
been no turn out of Volunteers in that area, and they were:
unable to get in touch with anyone wno could supgly any
information as to future activities. Ve made a | furtlier
effort to obtain information by dispatehing James
Ramsbottom of Fossey, Timunoe, to interview Hr. Latrick
Cdrcoraﬁ. Kilkenny. On his arrival in Kilkenny, James
Ramsbottom learned that Er. Corcoran had been ar%ested
and, consequently, he was unable to get the requtred

1nf6rmation. !

For some days aftervards we made use of persons
friendly disposed toverds the Rising to gather ti’ﬁat
information they could for us, but without Buccess..

At our meeting on Easter Saturday night we were
warned not to be misled by anything appearing in the Press,

As & result we disregarded various rumours that were in
circulation as to the collapse of the Rising and still
held hopes of & success in arms. For these reasons ve
remained together in the expectation of the fighting
becoming general throughout the country and that
opportunity would be given us later of linking Lp with
some other body to continue the struggle. On honday,
lst Lay, 1916, Eamon Fleming went to Dublin to seek
information. He succeeded in intervicvwing a Hr. HeEvoy,

jmown to him as an 0ld I.R.B. man, but he was unable to




give nin any definite information. He learned that all
the leeders had baen arrested; Not having recelved
orders to surrender we held together under arms for about
two weeks longer. Our leader, Eemon Fleming, went to
Dublin again, and in an interview with the Rev. Father
Augustine, O,F.Hd., Cap., learnéd that the Rising was
definitely crushed. hen he returred with this news

and whilst we vere considerins the best steps to take for
our-gﬁ$sonal safety, Rev. J.J. Kearney, C.C., Port lsoise
(who died recently P.P. of Edenderry) came ocut to Lalor's
Mills, met Laurence Brady and aéked him where he had “those
fellows™ round the placse. Seeing that Fr. Kearney wés
positive as to their being about the place, Laurence Brady
said that he would interview the men and if they were
satisfied to see him he would take him to them; 1§ not,

he would not. Ve were satisfled. Fr. Kearney

interviewed us, ths purpose of his Interview being to get
us to surrender peaceedbly to the Count& Inspector of the
R.I.C. &t Port Laoise, he (Fr. Kearney) undertaéing to
use hils influence to ha#e us'treafed leniently. We
refused to abcept these terms., At a meeting subsequent
to Fr. Kearney's interview it was definitely decided that
we should go ‘on the run', each one to do the best he
could®.

After ths meeting on Holy Thursday night,my brother,
Tom,and 1 collected tools reguired for the operutiqn and

brought them to Colt Wood and dumped them securely

convenient to the place selected for the operation

At the meeting on Saturday night it was éonsidered

advisable that members of the unit should leave town
(FPort lLaoise) early the following day. After this mesting



Ton and I conveyed more material to Colt Vood.

Early on Easter Sunday Paddy Ramsbottom and|0.J.
Sheridan came to my home at lalor's Hills and stayed with us

until it was time to leave to commence operations.

Paddy and Jobn Huldowney and Colm Houlihen also left ™"
town early and went to a friemd's house in Clonad., The

unit met a feu minutes before seven o'cleck at-C01£ Yiood.

The special messenger who went to Port Laoise on

Easter Monday to collect information concerning the Rising
vas my sister Kathleen Brady.

When the Laois unit of Volunteers decided to disband
after_the Rising, the arms were collected - 12 shotguns,
tvo rifles and & supply of ammunition, carefully skored ina
waterproof tar barrel and dumped in & field by l.J. Sheridan
of Port laoise, P.J. Ramsbottom and myself.

Before the unit disbanded all the caesh we had vas

pooled snd divided among those whe were going ‘on the run'.

Tom and I did not go ‘on the rum’, but the arms and ammumition
vere carefully looked after by us and when the Vo#unteers
became active again the arms, which were in perfeét condition,
vere distributed among them. Due to the militar; defeas

of the Volunteers in 1916 and the fact that most of our
active members were *on the run', to whom I gave financial
asgistance, it was 4ifficult to carry on any military
training or activities during the remainder of the year 19186,
Cur national efforts were chiefly confined to raising funds
for the dependants of Volunteers who were killed, koluntaers
in jall énﬂ on the run'. For thils purpose aerigchta,

concerts and tournaments were organised. Cne of the Laois



Volunteers who took part in the Rising, Michsel J. Sheridan
of Port Leoise, was finding it extremely 4ifficult to get

a *stop® after he had been 'on the run* for a month of 80,
and as there was no particular watch on my place by the
R.I.C. at this time I invited him to my house and kept him
there from esrly June, 1916, until February, 1917, when

releases. from camps and Jails becaeme fairly general.

During this period we maintained contact with the men
‘on the run' and contlinued to secure gelignite from the
Volfhill Collieries. ‘

The following is a copy of & report published
in the *Nationalist and Leinster Times' dated 28th
~ October, 1916, of procesefiings at Queen's County Quarter
Sessions in connection with the demolition of|the railwey
at Colt Wood on Easter Sundey, 1916:

) “ECHO OF EASTER WEEK
Derailine of Encine and Carriaga.

Hig Honor, Judge Fitzgersld continued the business
of the Quarter Sessions at laryborough on|Monday.

The G.8.W.R., Company applied for 2328 --9 - 4a
compensation for the alleged malicious deLtruction of 60
yards of the permanent way, 12 30 ft. rails, 66 sleepers,
208 bolts and one locomotive engine and one bogey brake

carriage early 'in the morning of the 24th April last
on the lands of Clonadsdoran.

Hr. W.I. /nite appeared for the Railway Company
and Hr. de Renzy, K.C. (instructed by lir. O'Connell
Fitzsimon, Solicitor) appeared for the Abbeyleix District

|
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Council.



Hr. White said the Applicatlion was priginally for
£3,000 because at the time the Company could ni‘ot. ascertain
the damage that was done, but since then they had reduced
the claim to £328 - 9 - 64. The facts in connection
7ith the application were: - Owing to a special train
on Easter Sunday being blocked st the Conaberry Junction
owing to the. signal failing to act. heiﬂeen Abbeyleix and
the ccmherrf Junetion, & pilot man was sent on foot
along the line from Harybérough to Abbeylsix, and a
similar pilot wman can;a from Abbeyleix towards lHaryborough.
7$1liam Dalton was the pilot who left HMaryborough, starting
between 9 and 9.30 on that night, and when he arrived.
about three-quarters of a miie. from Ma_ryboroth. near
- the middle of Colt Wood he saw a telegraph pole cut.

He examined the pole by the light of & hand lamp wWhich
he carried snd he could see that it hed been cut across
with & saw. - While so engaged he heard voices calling out
"Halt, or I will shoot™. That was said by mo‘lre. than
one person. A further ‘order- was giv_an to i‘ir‘e and three
shots were fired while he was examining the pol];e.

Dalton then put- 6ut the lamp and went on towards lLea‘'s
cottage, further on towards Abbeyleix, at a level
erossing, ané there met; the pilot man from Abbeyleix.
They. then left for laryborough, not by rail but by road.
The shots came from the middle of Colt Wood, just
opposite the place where' the occurrence took p|Lace.

. ihen they arrived back at lsryborough they told the
Station Master apd the police were sent for, and an
engine with a bogey brake carriage attached containing

" five of the Company's men and four police proceeded along
the line, when, suddenly, theo engine and carriage

became derailed and turned over on the left side of the



bank. Thnis was due to rails being taken up out of the
permanent way, lesving & space. The engine driver and
firemsn were thromm 'out but escaped injury. The
engine remained there: for some time and the Company had
to do a considerable amount of repair to it and the
line,

Ir. de Renzy sald Mr. White had atated enocugh
for him to call attention to the Act that was recently
passed in relation to malicious injuriles. |Thta Act was
passed to amend the Law and procedure of Civil Courts in
Ireland in relation to eveats arising out of the recent
disturbances in this country, end provided that no claim
for compensation am 1lie ag'ains-t & local euthority
in regpect of any injury to ﬁerson or property
sustained in the course of tl';_e recent disturbances..
ir. White had mentioned the c}iate- of this occurrence: and
Bis Ht;nor had judicial know].édge that the rebellion
was in full swing on the Monday, and this was perpetrated
by armed men who threatened to fire and 414 fire at this

man.

Mr. White said there was no definition in the Act
of what the i'ecent disturbances were. They might, for
all he knew, be dist.n_rrbancea— in connection with an
earthquake or e magnetie sterm (laughter).| The
Rebellion vas stated to have started in Dublin on Easter
Honday about midday -when policemen were shot af. Dublin
Castle and the Irish Repubdlic proclaimed. His Honor -
Proclaimed but suspended until next year. | UMr. Vhite -
This: occurrence took place the night before. " Mr. de
Renzy - If that is sc your Notice i3 wrong because it says
“early on the morning of the 24th April™. | lr, White -




‘The early morning is part of the night. lir, de Ren:zy
said there were & number of claims in Dublin for
malicious injury and they were adjournsd until after the
-passing of the Act and then struck out.

3

.ﬁg. White sald that it was plain that it was not
portion of the recent disturbances. If the rebellion
nad not taken place this would never be called a
disturbance but an outrage. His Honor - I wohld call 1t
a disturbance of the rails (iaughter).‘

Hr. de Renzy sald his clients wWere protected by
the Act quoted, but he should point out that the
Company were negligent in the runniﬂg'of this train
and ought not to recovér any of the damage to the. engine
or tender, or the repairing of the line which Lhey tore
up by negligence in sending the train after they found

the damage.

Mr. Unite seid when the engine was sent out they

were not aware: of the line having been cut up.

U. Dalton, porter at laryborough, gave evidence
that he came on duty at 9 o'clock on Easter Sunday night.
About ten minutes after the Station Haster told him
about the staff faillure, and witness was sent from the
Conaberry Junction as pilot along the line to $eet-the
.man from Abbeyleix.  When he had gone to about the 3%
mile post near the centre of Colt Tood he saw a teiegraph
post cut with a hend sav. While he was examining the
pele with the lemp he heard voices shout from the Wood
"Halt, or I will shoot you". That was sald by more

than one person.

His Honor ~ Do you know who they were? Eo;

-

A further command was given: “Fipe, firs®, and I heard



&

three shots fired in a couple of seconds.

His Honor - 1 suppose they fired over your head.
Did any of the bullets strike near you? One hit the
telegraph pole that was cut down. Witness, continuing,
said he put out the lamp and thep went to tge‘level
croszing at Lee*s cottage near Abbeyleix, end stopped
there for about & quarter 6f an hour or twenty minutes
until he saw the other man coming. !/hen walking
towards Lee's cottage he did not notice anything wrong
with the permanent way as the lamp was out and he could
not 3sse anything. He started back for Haryborough
by road and arrived at -the Connaberry ahoué 12.45. He
told the Station Master who sent the signalman for the
police. The engine and bogey was made up and left
Baryborough about 2.30 or 2,3l with five railway men,
including witness, and four police. It vent on to the
place where the occurrence took place, and| it suddenly
stopped and the engine and carriage were deralled.
The reils were found 1p e gripe in the wood.

Cross-examined by IUr. de Renzy - Ha could not say
hov many people were in the wood, but heard two voices.
He could not sey whether it was a military order that
was given or rnot. He did not find eny cartridges, but
he understood the police d4id. Ieets cottsge was about
three quarters of a mile from vwhere he vas fired at.

He d14 not examine the rails to see if an} injury was
done. Coleman, the Abhbeyleix pilot, tra4elled on the
engine. He did not observe any communication cord

between the engine and the carriage, but it was usually

there.

J. Loshy, engine driver, stated in' consequence




of what he was told by the guard he proceeded along the
line, apd the first that happened was that the
commpnication with the brake conneétion was pulling the
carriage; witness at once applied his brake and the
engine and carriage becagé derailéd. Witness and the

|

firemsn wera thrown ocut and the engine toppled;OVQr on

the left side. ’

Cross-axamined by Mr. de Renzy - Witness was
given instructions to go on until he would be stopped
by the pulling of the communication cord.

His Honor suid he would not trouble Mr.|de Renzy.
He was qulte satisfied that there were local dgsturbances
in various parts of the country preparatory to, or in
anticipation of, the disturbances in Dublin, aAd that

the affair in the present instance was one of these.

Mr. White - It may not have anything to|do with it.
Up to the present there 1s no evidence given by anyone
to conneet it with the disturbances in Dublin.

His Hopor - Don't be too sure of that. I will
hear some of the police about 1t.

Head-Constable Bene, Haryborough, asked by the
. |
Judge if it was his opinion that this was part [of the
Rebellion replied "There was no insurrection in Queen's

County".

His Honor - What about the disturbances? There

was no disturbance in this county.

His Honer - Was not this & disturbsnce?

-t




Mr. Fhite - That takes place often, and may have
something to do with the Railway line. It was
epparently done Sy axpert hands, namely: - people connected
with the Railway, or people with a knowledge o} Rallway

work.

His Honor - Do you think the thing was malice
against the Rallway Company or against the foreign

Governaent?

Witness - I have no evidence to enable me to

ansver that. It was maliclously done anyway.

Mr.. thite - sald the date in that Act was the
23rd ngust and the Preliminary Notice was served the
preceding April, snd the subsequent Kotice in }une,
so thet the claims had arisen before the Aet p?ssed.

end there was nothing in the' Act to make 1t retrospective.

His Honor - It 1s quite general and no claima can
| .
be entertained. It 1s too clear. I'd like to give you

compensation but I cahnot.

D.I. Dobbyn, examined by lr. de Renzy said he
- had been carrying on investigmstions in this maéter.

His Honor - Was not this row on the Rallway part

of the disturbances?

{fitness - There is no evidence in our possession

that it was.
His Honor - Wihat else? - It must be?

Witness - That 1s a matter of opinion, but we
have no evidence connecting 1t in any vay.




His Honor - Is there any alternctive suggestion.

Witness - Wlell, I heard rumours snd things at the
time which were not to that effect, but I am not
prepared to say whether sny credence should be |placed

on them.

Mr. White - I may saey that there 1s another
suggestion, that some recruits did not want to be brought
up from Waterford direction to be examined in Dublin
and they cut the linse.

Bis Honor - I won't accept that.

Hr, White - I don’t put that forward, but I say
i
there is no evidence which connects it with the

disturbances.

His Honor - You could not have a more elastic
or vague term then *disturbsnces". It does not say
*Rebellion®, and the Oovernment sald, in fact,! there was
no rebellion except riots. I remsmber that guite well.
In my opinion the_disturbances began here in this Queent's
County ag well as othgr places simultaneously,| perhaps,
on Friday. 7

Mr. White - If you go on that, you may as well

go back some months. There were disturbances| in

Tullamore in which some buildings were damsged, and His
Honor, Judge Drummond, gave compensation the other day.
As a matter of fact prisoners were brought befpre a

Court Martial in Dublin, and notwithstanding tgat.

compensation was glven.

His Honor - You will get compensation qrom the

Government.




Mr, ¥hite - I cannot éay that.

His Honor sald he held that the recent

disturbances in Irelahd began, as far as the Queen's
County was concérned. on the Sunday nighc_and this
damage was caused in the course of those dlaturbances.

HBe would dismiss the case accordingly without costs. "

I aggisted in reorganisinz the Irish Volunteers
in the spring of 1917. As: well as assisting at the
reorganising of the company in Port.Laoise. my_brother
Thomas and I had organised a section of Volunteeri in
Lalor's Hills in October, 1916.  Throughout thé year 1917,
route marches, squad drill:z%evolver pract;cé w&&fcarried\gg?.
Hinisture rifle practice_of the lalor's m1lis segtion was
carried on at my place - a couhtry corn mill. In July,
1917, I helped to orgenise the &linn Féin Club in Port
Lapise and vas elected its first Chairman aftervards
I organised several Sinn Fé6in Clubs throughout Laois.
I was elected Chairman of the firsp Comhairle Cea?ntair of
Sinn Féin set up in Laois. I represented the Port Laoise
Cumenn at the Sinn F&in Ard Fheis of 1917. In December,
1917, on the instructions from the Sinn Féin Headquarters,
with the sssistance of Patrick Keyes of Lalor's Hllls
1 collected for o general election fund a sum of £12 odd in
* my own locality. Throughout January, 1918, and onwards
T was actively engaged in training the Lalor's m1£13
Company of Volunteérs and in addition helping to organise

resistance to the conscription menace.

In the first week of May, 1918, I was compelled to
go 'on the run' as a result of a8 raid on my house by a
large foree of British military and R.I.C. I remained ‘on

the run' until the general elections of 1913.
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In November, 1917, the companies in Port Laoise and
the surrcunding districts weére formed into a battalion.
This became known as the 1lst Battalion. In April, 1918,74#€
other battallions in the county were formed into a brigade.
It was gncwn as the Laois Briegade. The firsf brigéde

officers wers:

Patrick Ramsbottom - C/C
Thomas Brady (my brother) - Vice 0/C

Edward Mcfvoy, Abbeylsols - Adjt.
Micheel Gray, i

In April, 1918, I was elected Vice Commandant of
the 1lst Battalion. Michael Walsh of Port Lacise was 0/C.
Michael Walsh left Laois in or about aAugust, 1918, and 1
was then appointed 0/C of the battalion. I attended to
the duties of O/C until my arrest on the 29th July, 1919.
I assisted in securing the return of the Sinn Féin candidate -
Mr. Revin O'Higgins - et the peneral electiocns of 1918.
Kevin'O'Higgins stayed at my place in June, 1919, and I

acted as séout when he was coming to and lsaving the plsce.

I was arrested on 29th July, 1919, for being in
possession of an automstic piétol, ammunition and explosives.
I vas tried by militery courtmartial and sentenced to 12
months with hard labour. I have 8ll the Press reports in
connection with thls phase of my military activities.
During my incarceretion, with the co-operation of my
fellow prisoners, we kept up a continuoué struggle against
the prison authorities %o secure treatment as political
prisoners. .Gur demands being refused, the prisoners
undertook a genoral smash up of Hountjoy Prison about 1hth
October, 1919.' En the inatructions of Ted OfKelly, the

prisonaera’ 0/C, each prisoner was directed to barricade his



cell-door and to offer the greatest resistance possible
to the Prison Authorities before surrender%dr 1 carried out
oy instructions and kept the officers of the prison, under
the leadership of the Governor, lonroe, at bay for/ over a
period of twe hours. During the struggle, the prison
water hose was used agninst me, and at one period over two
feet of water was in my cell. Finally, I surrendered on
the instructiocns of my O/C after a set-to of fisticuffs with
about half a dozen vwarders. After the surrender the
prisoners were put in handcuffs and had to eat their meals
under this handicap. The priscners declided to go on
hunger strike, atill wearing their handcuffs, and after
being & week without food, all of us were relessed.
The terms of our release wore that the prisoners|were to
return to Pountjoy as soon a3 the state of their/ health
permitted. I was relsssed under the Cat and HLouse Act
in Cctober, 1919. I never aftervards considered my health
sufficiently robust to return. Therefore, from November,
1519, I was. on my keeping and actively engaged on Volunteer
work until the Truce in July, 1921. o
Early in the spring of 13520 I was appointed Brigade

of 'Commandant equivalent to that’ )
Organiser with the rank /of Battalion Commandant, and during

most of this:year I uas actively engaged organising I.R.A.

companies all over lLaols. In the following centres I
organised and re-organised I.R.A. companies: - Ballinakill
(section in Knock), Durrow, Cullohill, Clough, |Rathdowney,
Clonmeen, Ballybrophy, Ballacolla, Shanahoe, Raheen,,
Castletown, Borris-in-Ossory, Camross, Killinure, Ballyrean,
Clonaslee, Ballickmoyler, Luggecurran, Kilcruise, The
work of organisetion consisted of estebiishing companies,
holding election of company and battalion sﬁagfs,_
adninistering the Volunteer cath of allegimnce to the Repubilc



|
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to the members, giving lectures on the duties of v$lumteers
and f£illing vacancies caused by continuous arrests, by
promotion or election in company and battalion units.

In May, 1920, I was elscted County Centre of the Irish
Republican Brotherhood, and from that period, in addition to
my Volunteer duties, I was busy extending the Irish Republican
‘Brotherhood, organising and establishing about twklve Centres.
When the Republican Courts were set up in Laois in July,

1920, I vas elected District Justice. Althoughl'on the run!,
I sttended courts in Ballyfin, Camross and Ballifkmoyler.

I do not remamber the dates. I took charge of the raid

on the Income Tax office in ﬁountmell&ck on Easter Saturday
night of 1920 when all official documents were destroyed.

A fortnight afterwards I was in charge of the unit of the
1.R.A. which destroyed the R.I.C. barracks in Clonaslee,

In Iarch or April, 1920, lr. Kevin O'Higgins
informed me that he was unable to gét any colléction for
the D&1l1 lLoan in the parish of Raheen and he appealed to
me for assistance, stating it was the only parish in the
Laois County which had not subscribed any money towardg the
ioan. 1 promised to help, and through the cg-operation
of local Volunteers succeeded in holding a coéple of meetings
in connection with the project and arranged tro further
meatings which Hr.'O'Higgins and I attended the night
after the burning of Clonaslee Barracks. Those meetings
were held in the house of tir. Willtam Fennelly of Raheen
and Hichael Fitzpatrick of Shanshos. As a result of our
efforts the people of Raheen subscribed £365.

I took charge of the burning of Luggacurran Barracks
in May, 1920. In June, 1920, Patrick Ransbottom, Brigzede
0/C, resigned. At a meeting of the Prigede Staff, at which



two representatives from each of the six battalions were
present, Michasl Gray was elected Brigade 0/C. 1 In
July, 1920, whilst I was in the 4th Battalion ares (Wolfhill)

. . | _
1t was reported to me by the lith Battalion 1/0 (Thomas Dunne

of Crossard) that the R.I.C. had received instructions to
evacuate the local hﬁriacks. On the night of 'the day on
which I received.th;s report, accompanied by the I/0 I
inspected the barrack building. On the following day I
submitted & detailed plan of same to Uichael Gray, Brigade
0/C, Wwith & request to be furqishad with arms to attack

the barracks. On thé evening of the day on which I

' furnished this report to the Brigade 0/C, I received
additional information that a number of the R.I.C. had left
the barracks leaving only a few men ﬁehind. On receipt

of this informnﬁion I foruarded an urgent dispatch by special
courier, Thomas Dunne, to the Brigade 0/C explaining the
position rﬁlly'with fegard to- the barrecks, pointiﬁg out

that the possibility of capture was feasible and to send

on the arms: without delay. The Brigade 0/C considered that
the notice of my intention to attack the barracks too short
and postponed the attempt to the following night. In the
meantime, the few remaining R.I.C. had left. |I took charge
of the .burning of the Wolfhili Barrecks on the 29th July,
1920, '

In October, 1920, I was orderad by General Headquarters
of I.R.A. to attend éngineering lectures in Dublin. Ii
attended these lectures and have still in my possession the
notes taken at them. The lectures were given by Rory
0'Connor, Plunkstt Brothers and Ginger O'Connell. There
were other lecturers but I have forgotten their names.
When I returned to my brigade srea I gave a course of lectures

on engineering and its application to military activities.




In Cctober or Hovember, 1920, [lichael Gray, Brigade

0/C, was arrested by British forces and was sentenced to,

I think, six months imprisonment. During hie ahﬁence
ny brother, Tom, who was Vice 0/C, became Acting 0/C of
the brigade and continued to act in that capacity |until

Oray resumed command when he was released in April, 1921.

In November, 1920, with & section of I.R.A. I

enforced a decision of the Repudblican Courts in connection

with & land &ispute in Cloosecullen, Raheen, Lacis. About

this period also, I took charge of & raiding party of I.R.A.

who raided Granston Manor, the hone of Lord Castletown,

for arm3s and ampmunition. I do not remember the date,

|
but the Captain of Clough Company cf I.R.A., lMr. Edwaerd

Fitzpatrick of Rahandrick, Ballacolla, one of the |raiding

party, will probably remember. On the 3lst Deceﬁber; 1920,

- or 1st Januery, 1921, I was a member of a psrty of I.R.A.

who lay in ambush at Lamberton, Port Laoise, for the
purpose of attacking a patrol of British Army who were
expacted to pass. As no enemy forces passed by

the I.R.A. section had to withdravw from the position.‘

All during the spring of 1921 I was kept busy attending

moetings (company and battalion) all over the brigade aree
| .

and, in addition, I piloted seversl men from GeneTal '
Headquarters on a tour of inspection through the county.

0f these, I only remember the name of Simon Donnelly of
Dublin. |

We got information from Edwerd Deegan, Captain of
Abbeylaols Company, that a patrol of armed R.I1.C.

and

Black and Tens, usvally about twelve in number, left

Abbeylaols Barrack every night to patrel the town, he gave

the approximate time they left the barrack and thL f




approximate time of their return.

A moeting of the Brigade Staff was held to |consider

the report and it was decided to httack the patrol.

" Abbeyleois R.I.C. Barrack was Divisional Headquarters.

It had a garrison of about fifty, including Black|and Tans.
It vas & detached building sbout one hundred and fifty
yards from the street. Betueon the pa}rack end the street
was & lawn field about eighty to one hundred yards wide,
The lawn drive or asvenve leading from the atreet %o the
barrack was in the approximate centre of the lawn. On

the south side of the lawn (the riéht-hand side as one
looks from the street towards the barreck) was a wooded hill
sloping down to the edge of the lawn. ‘

In his report Captain Desgan steted that hL had the

movements of the patrol under observation for some time
end that it alweys returned to the barrack by thﬂ laun
drive. It vas ‘decided that we would occupy posftions on
the wooded hill and ‘attack the patrol on the lawn drive

as it returned to barracks. In addition to members of the
Brigade Staff, officers and men from the 1st, BrdJ and Lth
Battalions were selected for the job and rifles ware drawn
from the brigade area.

The men from the. 1st and Lth Battalions were to meet
at & point on Blanﬁ’g fary Bland's Fort, Ballyrosn, on the
29th March, 1921, the night selsoted for the attlek.

Ve were met there by John Whelan, 0/C of the Ballyroan
Company, and Volunteer Edward Corcoran of the same company.
They guided us to a point adjacent to the bﬁrrac%

where we were met by Edtvard Deegan, O/C Abbeylaois Company.
He confirmed the report he had given us that the pat;ol

had already left the barrack and were patrolling the towmn.,




The men £ rom the 3rd Battalion approached fLom the
opposite direction and were at the meeting plaece at the -
appointed time. {le took up positions behind trees on the
hill about. forty to fifty yards from the lawn drive.

Each man was armed with a rifle snd about 20 rounds of

ammunitioen.

He remained in position for some time awaiﬁing the
return of the patrol, but this night, instead of éoming up
the drive, they entered by a wiéket gate on the opposite
side of the lawn and approached the barrack behind a row
of baech trees and were not observed by the I.R.A. unit
until the lesding pair had almost reached the barrack door.
I was the first to see them and I opencd fire. The
remainder of the unit opened fire immediately but the
patrol succeeded in getting into the barrack. Ve then
fired into the barrack through the windows and continued
doing so for some time., The garrison was rather slow in
replying with rifle fire end it took them some time
longer before they got their machine-guns into action.
tie withdrew without suffering any casualties. My brother,
Tom, who was Acting 0/C Brigade, was in charge. | The
following is a list of those who tock part in the attack:

Frank Gowving - Brigade Q/M
James Remsbottom - ® 1/0
lar, Brady (myself)" Organiser
Tom O'Neill -« 0O/C 1lst Battalion
P. Fingleton- Vice 0/C lst Battalion.

Den. Drennan - Capt. Ratheniske Company.
Vol. Peter Mahon -

*  Wm. Dunne - e "

%  Patk. Quinn - Ballyroan W
Tor Finlay - 0/C 5rd Battalion .
larry Cummins ~ Vice O/C 3rd Battalion
John Dunphy - Adjt. ”
Edward Fitzpatrick Cept. Clough Company
Terry Byrne - 0/C L4th Battalion
Denis Dunne -~ Vice 0/C l4th Battalion
Paddy Rowe - Capt. Timahoe Company
Patk. Burke - Knocklaide company



In addition to the above an armed outpost was placed a
short distance outside the town on the Abbeyleois-Fort Lacise

read.

Michael 0ray was released from prison about April,
1921, and resumed his apﬁointment ag Brigade 0O/C. |

In April, 1921, 1 received information from Tom
Dunne, 1I/0 4th Battalion, that.a party of R.I.C. and
Black and Tans left the Divisional Headquarters Barrack,
Abbéylaois, at 11 a.m. on the fourth day of each month
to deliver the pay to the R.I.C. in Modubeagh, Ballylinan
and other barracks in that area. I repoftea the matter
to Brigade H.Q. Having carefully investigated Fhe
information, the Brigade Staff decided to attsck the party
at Ballypickas Cross on the Abbeylaois-MHodubeagh rosd on
the Lth of the following month - May, 1921.

The party usually travelled in thrse tenders
on which were mounted Leuis guns. It was estimated that a
total of 30 men would be travelling on the ten&ers.
In view of thg strength and armament of the enemy party
it was considered essential to the success of the job to
use road mines. The Lth Battallon was instructed to supply
the road mines and to bring them to the spot selected for

the ambush.

About twenty men a&s well as the Brigade Steff
asgembled at the place and time appointed, but the road
mines were not aenvexf’:i'nﬁ the Brigade Staff /dec:ided,
therefore, to postpone the attack until the following month.
The men were instructed to return to their areas.

As & cheek on the information supplied by the Ifo; the

Brigade Staff remained convenlent to the point selected



for the attack. The information we had received [proved to
be absolutely correct. The eneny left Abbeylacis Burrack
that day and at the hour given in the I,0.% report.

The Brigade Staff returned to its headquarters at
Carney Vs, Ballyhyland, Port Laois, where 1t was decided
that I should go and interview Kieran Begadon, Aughmacart,
Cullohilli, to find out if he could manufacture a gouple of
good mines for the attack the following month. f travelled
to Kierants home and found he was “on his keeping® in
County Kilkenny. His younger brother was at homé and
voluntesred tc act as my guide and bring mo to'seg Kisran.
When I informed Kieran of whet I‘Uanted, he told ma thers
would be no trouble about the prodlem as he was the otmer
of traction threshing sets and had a couple of old pioton
hesds which he would have no trouble in converting into
spuitable roed mines. He sald he would have them|ready for

|
us in time for the attack. |
1

\
I was delighted with this Informetion and returned

%o headquarters in high spirits._ I had been avay from H.Q.
for a couple of deys on this mission 88, at that time,
things were fairly hot and we had to travel by night.

The Brigade O/C'informaé me that while I was awaywthe‘
Divisional 0/C, llichael lecCormeck, and the Divisi?nnl /4,
Austin LeCurtain, ha¢ called at Bripgade H.Q. and éave
instructions to suspend_any operations which we h&d planned
and intended to carry out. The 3rd Scuthern Division

had just been formed, cowmprising tho brigades of Horth
Tipperary, Offaly and Lesois. The Divisional 0/C also
stated that it was his intention to put a strong Divisional
Column in the field and first strike the epemy in NOrph
Tipperary, then awing into 0ffaly and hit him again,




and thence into laoils, making use of the local I.RLA.
organisation in the divisional area for billeting, protection,
information, road blocking ste.

At this time the brigade Was‘composed of six battalions

which were organised as follows:
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Ballyroan
Clonkeen

The Heath
Lalort*s Mills
Port Laols
Ratheniske
Raheen
Straboe
Pallas.
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Mountmellick (with & section in
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Ballybrophy

Clonmeen.

Company
-]

LeTiDmEoOe

[ O B DN B BN RN NN NN N 8

DR3P ITE

- Timshoe (with a section in
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th Battalion !

Killenard
Portarlington
Courtwood

Emo
Vicarstown.

BpoQE>

6th Battalion

flountrath

Castletoun

Camross

. Borris-in-Ossory ‘
Coolrein

Killenure ‘

Kyle. |
r
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I was appointed Brigade Adjutant adbout the end ?f April
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or beginning of May, 1921, and I held this appﬂintment
when the truce came on llth July, 1921. i

|

About October, 1920, a station for receiving
dispatches from G.H.Q. was established at the ?;emises of
Jack Dunne, Vietualier, Hain 6t., Port Laoise.J My sister,
Hora, Who was attending school at the time, used to call
thera and bring the dispatches to our home at Lalor's [ills,
where they wers collected by James Brennan, 1st Licutenant,
Lalor's Hills Company. He delivered them to Brigade
Haadquarteré. e used the same carriers and|stations for
dispatches going from the brigade to G.H.Q. This systenm
continued up to the truce.

Yy home was raided by enemy forces in October or
Hovember, 1920, on 15th February, 1921, and again in May,
1921. During the latter raid a dispatch from G.H.Q. to
the brigade was captured by the raiding party. As a result
oy sister, Birdie,{now Mrs. Conroy, Roundhill, Clarahill,
llountmelldick, Laois) was arrested and sentenced to a term

of 1mprisonment.



The brigade officers at the truce were:

Hichael Gray - Brignde Vi o/c
ce

Thomas Brady -

lar. Brady (myselr) e Ad jutant
Frank Qoving - Q/11
James Remsbottom - * 1/0.

After the truce I attended the 3rd Southern Division
Officers' Training Camp held in Camroas towards the end of
July, 1921. This camp was under the command [of Comdt.
HeCormack, 0/C of the Division. When I returned to my
brigade area from the Divisional Treining Camp I took charge
of the Officers! Training Camp in the 6th BatLalion area
held in Baccagh House, Killinure, Mountrath, and the
Officers' Training Camp of the 3rd Battalion held at
Cunningham"s farmhouse, Ballygeehan, Ballacolla. It was
also my duty as Brigade Adjutant to visit trJining camps
of the other battellon areas and I attended to this work.

1 gave lectures to the Battalion Adjutants an the duties
attached to their position and uith their co-operation
set up nov dispateh routes and staﬁionnxthroughout laois.
From the month of August, 1921, until the outbreak of '
hostilities in Laois in Juna, 1922, 1 attendaﬂ Republican
Courts for Borris-in-Ossory district monthly. I also
attended spacial courts in Port laolse, Durrou,
Ballicimmoyler and Clonaslee and other contres.

In December, 1922, I took the anti-treaty side,
and When this split in the Republican ranks reached the
I.R.A. I took an active part in holding the|I.R.A. in
allegiance to the Republic. I was elected| to reprasent
the Laois Brigadd of the I.R.A. to all arny| conventicns
held in Dublin in the spring and early summer of 1922.

I have oy admission cards. I attended thJ Irish
Republican Brotherhood Conventicn in Harch, 1922. The

principal bugsinesas of this convention was to deal with the

|
|



position of the country created by the majority vote in
D&11 Eireann in favour of the treaty. At this convention
I strongly advocated the non-acceptance of Britain*s terms.
In March, 1922, I was appointed dirsctor of elact%ogs in
the Republicean interests for Laois-Offaly. For B couple

- of months at this periocd I was engaged 1q-qe;ting|up an
electlon machine to support the Republican candidates in
preparation for the general elections. The parliamentary
representatives for lacis-0ffaly voted for the treaty

but in view of the Sinn F8in Pact of Kay, 1922, nT

opposition Republican candidates were nominated in the
géneral elections of June, 1922. ‘
: |

on the 29th June, 1922, a Brigade Council meeting
was held in Abbeylaois to decide what military acéion
should be taken by the I.R.A. in Laois in view of|the
shelling of the I.R.A. Headquarters by the Free State
Forces. It was the opinion of the meeting that ihe fighting
in Dudblin would spresad to the country and we deci%ed to
strengthen our headquarters in Abbqylaois to withétand an
attack. At this meeting I was appointed Vice Brigadier
and 0/C Operations. On Saturday night, lst July, 1922,
I was in charge of a demolition party procseding out the
Durrow Road, Abbeylaois, when we wére surprised b; a8 party
of Free State troops returning from Kilkenny. In an
exchangg of fire, one of the Free State soldiers was
killed. The I.R.A. section suffered no easualties,
On Wednesday morning, 5th July, 1922, our headquarters at
Abbeylaols was attacked by a large force of Free State
troéps. Vhen two of our outposts were captured, (8
council of war was held end in view of the scarcity of arms-
in the bhands of the I.R.A. - 17 Lee-Enfields and 5: German

Haugseir rifles - it would be impossible to hold ouT positions
|
|
|
|
]
[



and we decided to evacuate, leaving a small force behind

to hold the position as long as possible. Viith' Edward
Deegan, Battalion Comdt., and Volunteer Joseph Jrehhan

1 remained behind to defend the I.R.A. Headquarters in
Abbeylaois. From 30°’clock in the afternoon until 9.30

the same evening we were under fire from three maschine-guns
and a hundred riflss. At 9.30 a storming party of Free
State troops smashed in & paéé{ 1Se= door lsadinL into the
barrack yard with a view to capturing our position by
asssult. We counter-attécked with bombs and rifle fire
and compelled the attackers to retreat. HNo f&rthar attack
was made on our éosition. At 12,30 the same night

we declded to rahoin our comrades who had retreated to
Ballyking, Abbeyﬁaois. When leaving the barﬁack premises
we found three rifles and a bag of hand grenades.  The
fighting in Abbeylaois continued from 3 o'cloék in the early
morning until 9130 the same night. In the flghting

four or five Free State soldiers were killed and a number
of others wounded. No I.R.A. soldlers were killed

but about six of them received wounds. /

Cn the morning of July 12th, 1922, ou# headquarters
at Cappard, Rosenallis, was attacked and aftér about four
bours heavy fighting thé Free State forces withdrew.

In this engagement Volunteer Denis Dwyer of the I.R.A. was
killed end Comdt. Patrick Mulcahy of the Frae State Army
vas wounded. I took part in this battle and was 1in chafga.

On the 29th July, 1922, I took part in the Tunduff
ambush, Abbeylaois. In the fighting two oé the Free Stats
forces were killed. Later the same dey at|Coole, Raheen,
hostilities were renetved and in the fighting Comdt. Jack
Collison and Comdt. !MeCurtain of the Free S&ate Army ware



Appendix 6

National Archives Act, 1986, Regulations, 1938

ABSTRACTION OF PART(S) PURSUANT TO REGULATION 8

Form to be completed and inserted in the original record

in place of each part abstracted

(i) Reference number of the separate cover under

which the abstracted part has been filed:::. = Wi 1427 /4

(ii) How many documents have been abstracted: %@z
(iii) The date of each such document; 20 /5 [5¢

(iv) The description of each document:
Wi 1523 AL V20 QWb imasd S prinie fous PIc 8|5
o .7

Aeme gf ad.F7deestl
¢

(Where appropriate, a composite description may be entered in nespect of
two or more related documents).

(v)  Reason(s) why the part has been abstracted for retention:

(c)Would or might cause distress or danger to living persons on! the ground
that they contain information about individuals, or would or! ‘might be
lilkely to lead to an action for damages for defamation,

( These will be the reasons given o the mate under Sectlon 8(d).)
f /‘7/!/0 L0 WA
Namie: (J. Moloney.)
Grade: Col. |
Department/Office/Court:
Date: 7 NMarch 2605,

e e R e b S s B om et d e, &



Py

killed. A few of the I.R.A. unit viere wounded and a number

of them captured also, dbut I menaged to make my escape.

After the arrest of my brother, Thomas Brady,
the Brigade 0/C, on September 25th 1922, I tas apgointed to
this command. -In Hovember, 1922, I mobilised, under arms,
the leols Active Service Unit to co-operate with I.R.A.
units from Offaly for an attack on 810na51;e Free|State
Barracks. After a number of éoncentrations and
pPostponements it was eventually decided to launch' the attack,
but information of our intentions must have reached the
person in charge of thé barracks because when our troops
vere moving into position for operations we were lambushed
and scattered right and left. (me of the Offaly Volunteers
received a bullet wound in the calf of the leg and with
other I.R.A. men I assisted him to a cottage nearby.
Early in December, 1922, 1 planned an attack on the Free
State Hillitary Barracks at Port Laoise, but Gue to my orders
re road blocking and wire-cutting boing premsaturely carriedcu;
oy plans for the attack were upset and I was obliged to oall
off the attempt. ' _

In Decemboar, 1§22. I received the plans of the
Port Labise-?rison prepared by a prisoner within, liichasl
Sheehy. With these plans in my posseésion and (with the
assistance of a number 6f Laois men who had succeeded in
making their escape out of EKilkenny Jail, I arranged to meet
lads vho escaped from Kilﬁenny with a vievw to proceeding
with the tunnelling operations into Port Laoise} Jail,
I prepared plans for tunnelling into the prison to release
the prisoneré held there. For this project I appointed

of Shanahoe Company, 3rd Battalion, to take

charge, was in charge of the tunnslling opgrations

in Kilkenny Jail, but "the best laid plans of men and mice
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aft gang ewry"®, betrayed the plans to ths enemy forces,

joined the Free State Army and did his damnedsst to secure

the capture of his former comrades.

In the rirst week of January, 1925, I was billeted

at the house of Patrick Kearnoy, Skerries, Rosenallis, with

a number of comrades when We were surrounded by a party of
Frae State trbops.. In fighting for our escape, one  of the
Fres State soldiers named Acton was killed.

On January .IOt.h 1922, Volunteer Joseph Gorman of
Clonaheen, Rosenallis, and I were surrounded by a lerge force
of Free State troops at the house of Thomas Kearnay,
Ballyhylgnd, Port Leoise. Gorman and I, while fig'hti.ng
our way to freqdom, were both wounded; Gorman'got a wound
in the hip and I received a bullet wound through the right
foot. As a result of ‘.th:-':].s. injury, I was laid up for a
period of six or eight ue:'g;ks. Dr. Maher of Abbeylaois

attended nme.

On the 17th Harch, 2923, I resumed my duties as
Brigede 0/C and contimued actively to £111 this position
untlil the “Cease Fire Order®* was given, when the Laois
Brigade was as well organised and as fully equipped as when
the fighting began on the lst July, 1922.

X was obliged to remain *on the run® until Deéember..
192y, The forsgoing 1is a brief sumary of my military
activities during tho periocd covered by this statement.

8igned:

Date: /

Wtnesa: , “{ BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
{Investizator) BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21

NO. W.S. 44-.27 .
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