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NOo. W.S. fef 1 2
STATEMENT BY TADHG KENNEDY {deceased) '

ro- Ardrinane, Ardfert, Co, KERRY,

I wvas bom in a thatched house at Amnmascaul, County Kerry,
a village on the main road between Tralee and Dingle, on 20th
Aupust 1885, The part of the village in which I was born is in
the townland of Ardrinane, and the other parts of the villape are
in the towmlands of Brackloon and Anagap., The name of the village,
Annaseaul, 18 derived from the ford at that point where the road to
Ningle leads across the river Sc4l and is a cornipticm of tha word,
ftha-na-Scf4l, meaning, in Pnglish, the River of the Hero, and the
hero being Cuchulainn whose grave is reputed to te on the side of the

nountain above NDrowmavalla, north of Armascaul,

3 ' There was a controversy in the "Leader" years ago about the
O meaning of the word Annascaul and I remember Dr. Douglas Hyde,
"Beirt Fhear® (Mr, J,J, Doyle) and Mr, D, P. Moran, editor of the
"Teader", visited Annascaul to carry out investigations locally into
it. My grandmother determined it for them as Atha-an-Scéil by the
way in which she pronounced the word and her traditional knowledge
that the lake, about two miles nerth of the village, i3 known an
Loch-an-3c44l, and is traditionally -associated with Cuchulainn.

The district about Annascaul is very beautiful - Lochanscaul,
¥Minard Castle, Gc;b Minard, HMacha-na-Bo, Folldarrig to Inch,
Beenascoithe, and other places, and is rich in archaeological remains, .
many of which were removed to the Museum and Trinity College by loeal

persons who were archaeoloagists.

My father was a farmer's son who served his time in Cork as a

grocerts assistant and afterwards became a shopkeeper at Annascaul

19
il

vhen he married my mother. Before he set up for himself in business
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he was a clerk to Bastable Hilliard, the baronlal constable for

Corkaguiney Barony or County Cess Collector. After his marrlage

i
L]

he was Deputy Cess Collector for a short time until he was
imprisoned in commection with an agrarian offence for which he got
twelve months in Clommel Gaol, His companion, Patsy 0'Sullivan,
an apprentice blacksmith - known as the Gabha Bdn - and my father
would have been tramsported only for the intervention of Mr, Edward
Hussey, O'Sullivan's father's landlord. Fdward Hussey was a
brother of the notoric;us Sammel Murray Hussey, landlord and land
agen'-t and evictor of many a fmnﬂy."

Both my father and 0'Sullivan were Fenlans until thelr deaths
and I remembar when I was a small boy that meetinge were held in a
back room of our honse and T often put my ear to the keyhole to
hear what was going on. I did not succeed in finding out nor
4. would I have understood 1f I did. I t;ememher meetings bsing held
h in a house opposite ours which was owned by Poter Scannell, a
carman., NMost of these men were of the artisan class such ae
" bakers, blacksmiths, coopers, carpenters, shosmakers and the like,

vwho hadn't a perch of land,

The same men's sons wore the hard core of the Volunteers and
I.R.A. in after timss, though we had a large number of farmers'
sons after the conscripticn scare. The latter stuck to us after
the danger of conscription was over and right good, fearless
soldiers they were when it came to the test.

My mother belonged to a famlly that were proclaimed pro-
British, though, on investigation, they were the people who preserved
intact the language and culture of Ireland right down to the present
day. Lord Ventry, the local lord of the manor, gave them land and

in evéry way asasisted them and they in turn were loyal to him.
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The Dingle Board of Guardians and Rural District Council were
deminated by the Moriarty faction of which my grand-uncle, Michael T,
Moriarty, was the Taolssach, Wy father, although a Fenian, voted
with the family party except on such occasions vhen Lord Vontry was
alected to the chairmmanship when he constantly voted against him,
Eventuclly Lord Ventry fell out ﬂt.h ny grand-uncle and he was beaten
for the chairmanship of the Guardians and R.D.Q. by a relative of my
mother, Mr., Timothy O'Flaherty of the Maharees, Castlegregory, and
both Lord Ventry and his brother, Captain de Moleyns, who was also his
land agent, withdrew altogether from the local boards thenceforth.

It wvas a tradition in the district that the Kennedys came from
near Nenagh in County Tipperary about 1656 and were shifted from there
by the Earl of Cork and Orrery with families of the Hogans, the Egans,
the Sheehys, the Currenes, the Coughlans and the Cournanes, There are
still some documents such as leases, etec. in possession of some of th_e
Kennedys which show where they came from, and some of the old
torbstones recorded - now mostly obliterated - in latin or nglish,

that they came from Tioperary.

I heard from old paople that the Kennedys were very troublesome
to the landlords and at cne time s cavalry barracks had to be
maintained at Pallinacourty to deal with a grand-uncle of mine named
Jack Tadhg Kennedy of Coolnacuppogue., He was impriscmed for some
tims in Nalwmy's Caol in Dingle, and I remember a ballad in Irish
fCoppul Jack Thaidhg! being sung gt Kennedy weddings recounting his

escape froo there on & black mare,

There is also a stery that the Catholie Church at Ballinacourty
in the middle of the old grsveyard'where the Kennedys are buried was
confiscated. A short time afterwards the church was razed to the
ground and there wasn't a stone left on a stone. The church bell was

found years afterwards buried in a bog and 18 now in the Dublin Museum.
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The bell which now summons the people to Mass st Brackloon was
takon fwom the "Manchester Marchant”, a big ship 750 feet long,
which foundered off Inch in Dingle Bay on 12th Januvary, 1903.

I was looking through a telescope at the big ship going down
and the crew of about 150 being taken off by two nobbies or fishing
boats ﬁ'om Dingle, one skippered by Tom Sheehy, a great friend of
mine, One boat was landed at Minard and the other at Dingle, and a

- special train had to be emﬁl‘?ﬁd to take them to Tralee and thenmce to

¥y father was not living on the Cork Estate, but all his people
were, and he bought a farm a-t Ballinelsre from a cousin of his named
Michael 0'Shea on the Townsend Eatat;e of which the middleman landlord
was one of the Hamiltons, Prc;teatantaa Although my father was not
well off, he was canstantly at loggerheads with the agent, W¥r,
Robert ﬁtzgefa.ld » vho was also secretary of the Grand Jury, and
brother to the Enight of Kerry. My father tried to organise a
strike againet paying the rents and his cattle were seized by the
Sheriff when he was the only one who held out to the end. He had
to buy in the cattle at the cant or sale at the local pound with, as
they say, financial losé to himself,

My mother died when I was Géyears old and I spent a good deal
of my time at the howe of my grand-uncle, Michael T, Moriarty, at
Dingle, wt_xich was' the headquarters of the clan. Not only was
Michael T. Vorlarty my mother's uncle, but his wife (Ellen O'Flaherty)
was al'so a first cousin of my father and a first cousin of my mother,
Consequently I was practically a brother to the young Moriartys and I
wvas treated accordingly. There were some people in Dingle thought I
was one of the family and You will see later how useful it turned out
to be.
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My uncle was reputed to be pro-British and I suppose he was,
but he was always telling me that his people were the rightful land-
owers of the Ningle peninsula and not the Moleyns (Lord Ventrys).

. My grandmother, Peggy Moriarty, got a big extent of bog from Lord

Ventry who, she claimed, wms her foster-brother. He was reared in
her father's house at Tighthe na hAbann. She never paid rent for
1% ar? the land Commission took 1t away from her two sons, Horgan and

Thade Flaherty, afterwards, as there was no document of transfer.

- %

T naver heard any languape In the Moriarty house nor in the shop
except Irish, It may be said that it couldn't be otherwise, but
there were many homes and shops in the town of Dingle where there was

ne Trish spoken.

The third generation of Morlartys, four of them in the medical
profession, are native Irish speskers and proud of it. The older
genevation of Foriartys never m'etendéd that they were nationalist in
the political san;ae, but my impression always was that they had a
great admiration for men like ;?v't.ack and Tadhg Brosnan who were
prepared to fight for their principles.— In fact, Stack and my uncle
wore very friendly in the business semse, and I kmow that Stack had a

great regard for my uncle's ability. He was a 'big' man and Stack

alvays maintainod to me that the country was too small for him and for

men like Jeremish M, Slattery, owner of the woll-known Bacon Factory
at Tralee,

Y spant & good deal of time also at home at Annascaul and remember
the Bianconi and Johnny O'Connor, the condnctor, blowing his bugle
coming into the village with the mails,. The Post Office was around
the corner from our house and was Yun by a Crimean veteran named
Tom Ashe!ll Hehad: lost one half of his right foot in the Crimea

and, though he had 1ittle or no education, he was made our postmaster
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and carrdied out his duties in a true military style. He was
succeeded by his san, To4 Ashe, 8 great pal of mine and now dead, and

the present man i3 also Tom Ashe. What do you knowlili!

I saw the telegraph to Dirgle erected and the construction of
the Dingle Railway which was opened for traffic in March 1891. I
remember the first train pulled by an engine with a cab, back and
front, as there were no turning tables, I was the Chalrman, or
Deputy Chairman of the Railway during the troubled times amd, upon my
word, I had some job, but succeeded in keeping it on the rails for the
vhole period though there was an interluds whilst I was in gaol during
the Civil War,. However, I got it going again when I came out of
Tralee Gaol and it kept going until taken over on lst January, 1924 by
the Great Southern Railways who falled to carry out their statutory
obligations. I think now that the mistake made was that the Great
Southern and Western wasn't handed over to the Dingle Rallway Company

to manape,

I was very disappointed in the abllities of the type who were
Chairmen and Manager of these transport Companies and I am not a bit
surprised at their faillure to provide a sound transport system for the
comntry. Ther hadn't it in them and I don't now how their owm
bisinesses managed to survive under their direction. T think they
were a hopt_elnas lot and there could only be ome end to their

management.,

Il:: my boyhood days there was a good deal of poverty in my native
parish., The farmers were poor and a good many of the labourers were
in want and their children hungry. Cur house was open house to
evorybody and my father reared and fed several families besides his own.
He reared and employed a whole family ?mo viore evicted at Inch.

Potor Kennody was the man's name and there were eight or ten of them
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all of whom he fed and kept and aftervards employed: There were
twentv-one of the Sullivans, all of whom he employed, boys and

.o girls, untid they emiprated to Chicags. One of them, Dan - known
a2 'Thumper® - was In my class at achool. FHe was older and
bigger than I was and T remember he held me down one day and
forcibly extracted my lunch from my pocket and devoured it like a
kungry wolf, He was hungry. He was shot down by police in
Chicapo years afterwards where 'ha masqueraded under an Italian name,
and onlv disclosed his identity to ancther uehoéimte of his,
Father Johnny Mshony from Annascaul, who was the Provincial of the

Mrder of St. Yictor, and for whor Nan sent ﬁhen he know he was

dyving.

Father O'Vahony defied the Bishop of Chicago - Cardinal

13 7]

¥undelein, by attending the funeral and reading the burial service R
i and he had to come over to Nome to defend himself on a report from

- the Cardinal. Father O'Mahony won his case in Rome.

T saw the tengnts of Tord Cork's estate ocome -through the
village of Annascaul with their hats off, a quarter of a mile away
from Moriarty's Hotzl where the Agent had his rent office. They
were 80 downtrodden and fearful that, though they had the rent, they
wr;s afraid of heing evicted, (Occasionally there were evictions,
and MPoore Stack and other Penlans held meetings in the village which
vere attended by the artisans and the few labonring men. -The

farmers daren't put in an appearance there.

Ve had a Caelic league Branch at Annascaul and I was the
secretary with Father (later Canon) Nenis Brosnan as chairman.
Tom Ashe of Kinard and myself were close friends and e held, in
collaboration, a big fals or ceilidhe in the open alr on 12th July
one year and there were Ao many at 1t that it took the Dinglo
Reilwav two days to take the poople out of i1t. There was only one
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R.X.C. man keeping law and order, as the others had to go up
north to keep the peace, . Constable Brennan got a letter of
. - - congratulation for the manner in which he managed the big

concourse of people on the occasion,

Ha h‘a,d' no money, but we‘ got the field freeo and wo had to pay
no prize money, There m no entrance fee, and Tomds organised
it 830 that there was no lack of performers all drawm from the
Dingle peninsula, All the items were in Trish which, at that time,
was the ordinary language of. the people throughout the district.
Alas, it 18 no lonrer so, though most of the young people, youmg
.and. old,. can stil) speak Irish..

In my teens I was, whilst still ‘at home, joint secretary of
the local branch of the Thmited Trish Leagme, my colleague being
- ' John Counthan, the loeal blacksmith,

A local landlord, General Bland-Strange, cams back from
Canade to resum residence at his ancestral home, Bunanear, a lovely
spot on Dingle Bay. He had let 1t to the local doctor, Doctor
Willie Keane, who had been there, and so was his fathor, for years,
and the Keanes were very reluctant to leave it, Ceneral Strange
got a decree for possession. Vhen everything was set for the
eviction, the United Trish League held a demonstration and meeting
presided over by the parish priest and attended by the three Kerry
M.Ps. Sfeneral Strange was temporarily staying at the house or
cottage of Archdeacen (later Bishon) Orpen, the Protestant Bishop.

The meeting passed resolutions, but he didn't budge. Then, true
to thelr breeding, the young lads took a hand. Ve hed a meeting
in the worlshop of Cooper Crean at which it was decided to fire into
the Ceneral's howse. We cast lots and the job was drasn by

- Red Crear and myself. Fed Crean was two years older than I was
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and it was decided that he would fire the first shot, Constable
Bremnan, R.I.C., our friend of the Feis, was on guard with a rifle

at the front of the house. There was no guard at the back. Ve
came along at dusk one aveniné at the Eack of the house where there
was & boreen or lane running along at the rere of the house, Ned
let off one barrel at the back door and as the panels were of glass
it made so nuch noise that we thought that the sky had fallen. Ned
put doﬁn the gun and hopped it and I picked up Red's gun and did
likewiss, but carrying both guns. I never stopped running for about
a mile still with the guns and then I put both guns into an old
ruined house and joined.a number of other young lads who were playing
football in the sperts. field neardby.

" Everybody, the clergy, even the Keanes ,' condemad the outrage,
as it was called, but Generél St;ra‘nge fixed up with Dr, Keane and

_ left him in possession. There was no trace nor suspicion as to who

the assailants were and, though the police combed the district for

information, we were never even suspected,

I was 1n Skerry's College, Dublin, during part of the years 1903
and 1904 and, but for the Vi1l of God, I wonld have been in the
Second Nivision of the Civil Servics., 1In my class were some
distineuishad people :- John MeCormack, the singer, Joe ¥cDonagh,
Jack Roynene frem Cork, Dr. J.J. Webb, Registrar of the High
Cours (?V, my friend, Harry Moylan, ete. ete, Paddy Cahill,
Brigade 0/C,, vms at Sparkhall Browne's, next door to Skerry's,
and he was previcusly a schoolmate of De Valera's at Blackrock
College. Another classmate of mine was James Taffy who came to
Tralee in 1920 as County Inspector, R.I.C. He was also at Blackrock
vith Cahill and Devalera. Ve had also Divisional Inspector Ci'u':lae
in the R.I.C. cadet class at that time

.
N b
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- There was only a small number of vacancles after the South
African War and I did not succeed in getting into the Second
Division of the Civil Service and so went over to England to
f1]1lingham, Kent, to my uncle who was a naval_officer and I worked.

for a time in a Co-Operative Society,

¥y father had got pieumenia and I was summoned back home and,
whilet there, I became an spplicant for a clerkship in the County
Council ofric‘e. There was one vacancy and forty-two candidates
414 the examination, The Examination was held by the Locsl
Government, Board and T got Piret and so cam to the service of the
Kerry County Council on 5th October 1905,

. Before I left Fngland my uncle. had- arranged that I should get
a nominated clerkship in the Admiralty; but it wae necessary that I
should get nominated by two persons like Lord Ventry and the Knight
- of Kerry. At first Lord Véntry, vwhen he heard I was my father's
o ) son, threw me out, but when he discovered who my mother was, he
sent for me again and gave me the nomination.  %hen I told my
father that evening what happened he put the nomination into the
fire and 1 didn't bother the Knight of Kerry, Thus ended my
attempt to become First Lord of the Admiralty in Britain.

T had arranged in 1905 to go ocut to Oakland, California s, With a
pal of mine - Willie Pierce - who had left the Irish College in
Paris vhere he was studying to became a priest for the home diocese,
He aftemrds became the first poetmaster - non~political - of San
Francisco. I did not go and, instead, came to "I‘ralee and there

again I lest my chance of being the first Catholic President of the
United States, ‘
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“hen T waes a bey, I think it was before the Boer War, a number
of artlsts, painters, used to come each year to Annascaul, doing what

they called sketching, I remember some of their names -~ Yoats, Addy,

Miss Lloyd, Mss Rrowripg.  They roamsd about the district painting

the scenery, and I becama friends with them as they.were staying at
the Bakers, John Prosnan's, whose wife - Kate Cahill, as we always

knaw her - was well able to cook and k;eep the house clean. The
artists stayed aftezﬁmrds’ at a house where Dr Orpen, The Protestant

Pishop of Kerry, lived in the summer, and which was owned by his

_ Aaughter, "'\.'rﬂ.. Siaeeney.

I used to go very often on their expeditions with the artists
and helped to carry their paraphernalia. There must be many a
painting of me in their pictures though T have never ceame across any.
To one of the artists was married a Mr. O'Heeffe, a elerk in the
Pritish Har Office in Dublin. He was not a painter like the others
but pessed his time sway in taking down scealuidthe Piannaichta from
our local seanachf, Sean Kennington. Sean lived in a one-roomed
house at the end of the village next the river, He went to every
wake and I often stayed out all night at a wake listening to Sean
relate his tales and adventures, all in Irish of course and some "made
up" by himself. Mr. O'Keeffe spent day after day taking down Sesn's
tales of which he had an inexhaustible supply. I often spent a whole
evening in his bothén with other young lads listening to his stories
and we were all entranced and would stay listening to him, as they say,
for ever. OSean's son, ¥William, some years older than nwsélf,'used to
supoly me with ¥ild Weat and Mystery books which I used to read like

other young lads with great gusto, and I believed every one of them,

¥r, O'Keeffe took me to Dublin to his home at Rathmines for a
fortnight. I met have been very young, as 1 have only a slight

memory of it. There was a beautiful garden where we used to sit out
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reading and Mr. O'Keeffe did his files. There were constant
visitors, other artists and, I am sure, important people, but I
cen't remember them. The eity é.nd the people I met there were
another world to me and so different from what I was accustomed to
at heme, I am sure I preferred my own world and I thcugbt. the

artists did so too, in the summertime, at any rate,

In these days also there came to Moriarty's Hotel at Annascaunl
a good many 'big' people to fish and to shoot. The owner of the
hot,el-waa Bob Mortarty and he was Ralieving Officer and Sub-
Sanitary Officer also, The Moriartys were some sort of relatives
of my mother and I was persona grata to the Moriarty household.
Rob's father, James, was the local middleman and from the kind of
house they lived in they must have heen the original landowners

before the Cromwellians disposssssed them.

I was constantly at Yoriartys and saw there at times British
generals, colonels and mejors. I remember General Buller, General
French, Major Kigell and a host of others. People were
constantly there for the fishing in summer and the Shooting in
winter. The river and the whole countryside wore preserved for
the sole entertainment of our msters, and woe betide the poor local
man who was cavght fishing or coursing in the preserves., No local
former was sllowed to kéep.a ereyhound and a villager who kept a
greyhound could only go coursing with scmecne who had permission
from the landlord. I had permissien ‘from Lord Cork for two days
coursing in the preserves and the local doctor had permission for
two other days. My permission cams, I am sure, through the good
offices of my friends, the Morlartys.

All that is changed now, and T don't know if 4t is for the

better in sam respects. The emall farmer is free and independent
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and everybody 1s more or less free to fish and shoot, but the
lack of conservation of the preserves has to an extent denuded the

district of fish and game, Ve have a lot to learn from the old

landowners and we are doing 1%, I am' afraid, badly.

I went to the Christian Prothers' Séhool at Dingle somstimes

"by train and at other times from Morlarty's at Dingls. I wae

@'nducter! there into the mysteries of the classics, Greek, Latin,
Prench, ¥nglish and Trish, and mathematics. Ky two greatest pals
at school 4in Ningle were Richard Hudson, a Protestant, and
afterwards a solicitor in Tralee, and Paddy Sullivan, a s@ of Lord
Ventry's head bailiff and now a Monsigmor in some diocese in the
United States., T kept up a correspondence with Hudson .when he

was at Portora Rogal School at Enniskillén and we became fast friends
when he raturned as a solicito:‘ to Tralee. To a great extent I owe
him my 1ife when I was in the I.R,A. and when he gave me the safoty

of his home in Strand Street, Trales, with his mother. 1 can never

'rorget it for him and I went out of mv way afterwards to help him

to et the aolicit.orship to Tralee Urban Couneil, I was raal
giad vhen he was succsssful even though he was a Fresmason and
Secretary to the lecal lodege. T often discussed with him the new
conditions brought about by the freedom of his comntry and mine.

He mentioned to me his relation to Robert Fumet whose mother was a
Miss Mason and a cousin of his mother who was also a Miss Mason,

He told me that Fmmet was reputed to have been buried in the
praveyard at Mlennerville, having bt;en brought secretly from Dublin
by his people. I annend the traditional story about Emmet's
burinl at Blennerville which I got from Mr. Tim Seanlon of Tonevane,

' near Blemnervilie.

My teachers at the Christian Brothers' at Dingle were Rev.

Brother Osbaldeston, a Bélg:lan, who spent his whole life teaching
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at Ningle and 1ived to be over 90 yaz;rs of agpe. The other teacher
was Rav, Brother Neris N'Rowd, a native of i.'.he Ningle Fior
faeltacht, who diled yowng after years of suffering from the effects
of rhzumatie fever, He could walk only with the ald of erutches,
He was a fluent linguist in Irish, Yelsh, Manx, French, Bﬁtm, and
other languages, and he taught us freek and Latin, Brother
Nsbaldeston taught ws ¥nglish, French, Mathematics, Book-keeping and
Shorthand. FBrother (O'Nowd was succeeded on his death by Erother
Yescall who subsequently left ths Christian RBrothers and taught at

Relvedere Collepe, Mublin.

T was at Skerry's College, ™ublin, as already exvlained, in
1972 and 1903 and did the examination for Second Division of the
British Civil Service, but was not placed. The head of the school
was ¥r, John W, Blunden, and the ¥nslish professc_br was Mr, Rea 8,
Yeek of ™Mngle with vhose two brothers, Protestants, I went to the
Christiap Brothers' School there. I also forgot to mention that the
Monitor at the "ingle Christian Brothers! School was Michael Keyes
vho emisrated to the United States and becams R.C. Bishop of
Savanngh there. He was Professor at the Nominlcan College at-
Washington of which my cousin, Father John Kennedy, O.P., was

Superior.

I then went to Gillingham, Kent, to my uncle, who was a Lieutenant
in the British Navy, and afterwvards a Lleut.-Commander. I often saw
my uncle and other Irish officers « Collins, Aherne, Payne, etc. play
cards in the Officers' Hess at Chatham Dockyard and they never spoke

8 word except in Irish, and they were all native Irish speakers!

I was summoned by & tolegram from P. ¥W. Quinlan, Secretary of
the Kerry County Council, cn Saturday, to take mp duty as a clerical
assistant on 5th October 1905, and I went into Tralee on Sunday

evening. The firet to greet me on going up the steps of the
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Courthouse was Tim Pissette, an old schoolmate at the Dingle
Christian Brothers School, and the son of another Fenlan, and my
predecessor on the County Council ataff. His brother, Bob Dissette,
- was second to me in the Open Competitive Wtion for the Councill
Clerkship, and that notwithstanding Tim was the first to welcome me
to Tralee and give me some good adwice which 1 found afterwards was
tirely and much needed. He was always a sincere friend to me. He
is now a farmer at Calgary in Western Canada and I am sure a
successful one, He had "reams of brains" but was very erratic,
He tried to convert me to British Iuwperialism when he was over from
Canada during Vorld War I, a Voluntear in the Canadiaq Army. He
didn't wait for the Government to conscript him. I didn't hear
from him since 1916, so T don't know what his attitude was after the

rebellion and the Hlack and Tan per'iod.

: The Congested Districts Board had schemes for the improvement

of the dwellinghowses of small farmers and, for the purpose of
administering grants, they had parish comnlttees set up wherever there
was a desire among the farmers to take part in the benefits of the
a;:heme. A parish commlttee was formed in our district and I was the
secratary (unpaid) and there was a great lot of work dome in improving
the small farmers' dwellings and the erection and improvement of farm
buildings. The success of these schemes in our parish (Annascaul)
was due principally to the energy and influence of one young man named
Paddy Kennecy of Anagap, commonly known as Paddy-over~theeriver, to
distinguish him from the numerous other Paddy Kemnedys in the parish.
He rade out the specifications and estimates etc. of the proposed
works and helped them to carry them cut. He was a remarkable young
man, an athlete (renner, jumper and footballer), an actor in the
local plays and a writer in Irish and Fnglish, He diedquite young

" and was a great loss, though I daresay he would have been a leader
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in the I.R.A. in the area if he had lived. He had e great
kmowledge of Irish and Irish traditions in the district and he
published scme of his stories in the Kerry papers and some of them
in Irish were afterwards published in the "Lochrann", the only
paper in Ireland wholly published in Trish. I was the manager of
An Lochrann which was first published at Tralee and for a short
time at Cork.

Paddy got the people to make the improvements and helped them
to do them and there are very few of the small farmers who had to
build new houses under recent Covernment and Comty Council schemes,
A pood mr:;y of these small farmes had no ocut-offices in which to
house their animals during the winter and had to house them in their
dwelling-houses. Troy daren't make any such improvements
previously, as their rents, already excrbitant, would have been raised
by the landlord as a consequence, I don't remember if the
valuations of the improved buildings were afterwards raised. T don't
suprvose they ever were. At that same time the value and use of
artifieial manures became known and were stocked locally and in
Tralee and Ningle, They were cheap apd came into general use
instead of- seaweed vhich could be procured only after hard labour
and considerable danger to the collector, It was saild that the
seaweed was effective for one year's crop only and the introduction
of artificial manures marked the beginning of prosperity for these
hardworking and industrious farmers in our parish, They used also .
farmyard manure mixed with sand from the seashore at Inch Island about
fouwr miles away, and 1iqmid manure which they trapped in a pond. in the
farm, and used on their pasture fields with goed effect,

These people, and indeed all of us, were very happy. ‘e had few
vants and little monsy to spend but we had many ways of enjoyment -
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L. spor;.a, football mtches, Dingle Races, coursing and hunting

with beagles on foot on the Ningle Mountains. 1le had concerts
and plays and, at times, went actually on towr to Dingle, Camp
and Caﬂlegrepory,. all in the Ningle peninsula. Paddy Kennedy
and Fr, Michael O'Flynn, our curate, were the life and soul cof the
social events in the parish, and there was never & lack of

entertainment in the parish,

Most of the young people, save a boy and a girl from each
house, had to go ontside to earn a living, some going to the
United Rtates, some boys to the Royal Irish Constabulary, and
quite a number to the British Navy. The praximity of & Coastguard
Station at Minard was the cause of their attraction to the Navy,
Tt was considered a disgrace to join the British Army but, strange

. to say, not so in the case of the Navy. I have not heard nf even

one roervit from the district to our Irish Navy since the State

wvas established.

Colope) Maurice Moore and the Marquis MacSwiney, I915.

T was called on by Mr. Austin Stack to Accnmpany him to a
v - cmfémnce at the homse of ¥r. Hichae; J. Flavin, 4.P,, one of
Mr. John Redmond's Trish Parliamentary Party in the British House
of Commons, to meet Crolonel Yoore and a man called The Marﬁuis
FMacEwiney and have.a discussion with them on tha question of the
unity of the Volunteers which had split into two sectf_tons. in ..
The discussion took place at the request of Colonel Moore

who came avparently specially to Tralee to moet Stack.

The World War I was In progress at t.he-time and from the
- dfscussion T cathered that Colonel Moore wanted an all-Irish arny

to be formed of the youth of this country to beat the Cermans first



Military Archives, Cathal Brugha Bks, Rathmines, Dublin 6, Ph 8046457.

18.

and then demand, at the termination of the war, complete independence
for this commtry. T had heard that nroposition made before by Major
John Macfillyeuddy of Ballinarrawn, Annascaul, in a speech of his at
Annascaul at the beglrning of the war appealing for recruits., 1
guaranteed a hearing for him at Annascaunl and when ho was finished I
replied to his appeal sugeevting that Britain could make the firet
gpesture by mranting uvs independence first and we could then decide on
makin~ our contribution to an army and a navy who would defend

Fritain and Ireland against any attacks by Cermany or any other country.
I advised the young men to train and arm so that they could be ready
to take their place in an Irish army which would assert the right of
Ireland to her Creedom at the opportune time, It was at the sams
meeting of Major Mec™illycuddy's at Amnascaul that lfr. Tom 0'Donrell,
¥.P. for Vest Kerry, arrived ir the village during the courss of my
speech, in reply to Major VcGillycuddy, and baving mounted the porter
barrel from which I had been speaking, he made a speech in favour of
recruiting for the British Army. I think it was on the same Sunday
that Mr. Pedrond had made his famous speech at Woodenbridge, County
Wicklow, offering to hand over his section of the Volunteers to defend,

as a section of the British Army, the shores of Ireland,

On the previcus da;}, Saturday, I mot Tom O'Donnell in Tralee and
he asked me was I poing to allow Major McGillycuddy to hold a
recrnithin meeting for the British Army in ny native village, I was

' very'{riendly with him at the time and he kpew of nmy assoclation with

Stack and what he stood for. T saild T would allow him to address the
people thero if he gave me the eight to reply. Tom said he would go

out and help me, if necessary, by making & speech himself. I said I

could deal with the Major myself in my own way.

Judge of my surprise, when I had cc;me off the porter barrel, Tom
got up and backed up the Major in his appeal for recruits for the

British Forces. He had received a telegram on Saturday evening from
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) Irish Party Headquarters directing him to advocate recruiting.
That was the last time he was allowed to address the people of

Annascaul, even when he was a candidate for the D4il.

I had the position in mind when the discussion with Colonel

Moore took place and I explained it to Colonel Foore as my

_ contribution, but I suopose he took no notice of we as I was unknown
to him and was sam five years younger than Stack, who was a young
man at the time. Colonel Moore asked me what would be my attitude
to a young mAn wh-o volunteered for the British Army and whether 1
would prevent him doing so. T replied that if I was patisfled he
was acting conscientiously in joining up I would accoempany him to
the gate of the barracks and wish him luck; whereupon Stack sald he
wonld do his best to prevent him joining and if he failed he would

. cut his throat as he was going in the gaté.

- No solution was reached that could be recommended to either
Bide and we left Flavin's after heving tea with Colonel Hoore, the
Marquis and ¥r, and Mrs, Flavin. I think Colonel Moore described
this meetineg with Stack in a book since published by him.

" I beeawe a great frisnd of the Flavins afterwards. Mrs,
Flavin's people, on the mother's side, were from "Mngle and both
herself and }ichael J. wore very active in the Gaelic League and
jindustrial revival movemants. I was long cormnected with both
movements as secretary, and old Michael was a member of the County

Council of which I‘waa Accountant.

The Flavin's eldest son, James T., 'tas-a graduvate in
engineering of Cork iniversity and, devring Vorld War I, held a
commission as lieutenant in the Royal Enginecrs . Fe spant nmost

- of his service making mmitions in a wunitions factory at Vlaterford.
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I got to mow this and when he came out of the British Army in

1917 T discussed with Paddy Cahill and Stack how valusble young
Flavin's services would be to our organisation as an engineer, and
they agreed to give him the rank of Brigade 0/0.‘ Engineering to
Kerry I. He was instructor in engineering at the Tralee Technical
School at the time and I was a member of the Technical Committee.

He was a valuable acquisition to the I.R.A. at the time and gave
valuable service during the Anglo Irish Var and his services were
availed of by Nick McKee at hradquarters. He narrovly eecaped‘
capture during ene of his visite to Dublin and returned, when Dick
McKee was murdered, to Kerry I vhere he estsblished in Castlegregory
(Tadhg Rrosnan's area) a munition factory in a disused labourer's
cott.aéa. Bombs and mines were made there on a small scale, of
course, and men trained in engineering services. I think Mr. Flavin
should be able to record his reminiscences and experiences and the
history of the organisation of the I.R.A. engineering services,

Mr. Flavin is now a Factory Inspector employed by Industry &
Comrerce and his office used to be at Kildare Street, Dublin. He
was Divisienal O/C. Fngineering, 1st Scuthern Divisien, during the

Civil Var and had many exciting experiences.

RASTER WEEK, 1916,
I described elsewhere what I remember about the bringing in

of the Volunteers from the Dingle peninsula to Tralee on Easter
Sunday morning 1915.

The NMngle contingent were under the charge of Michael J.
Moriarty of John Street, Dingle who was afterwards Adjutant of
NMngle Battalion and later Battalion 6/0. in 1920-'21, succeeding
the Seabhac as Battalion O/C. and Denis Griffin of Analack,
Annascaunl, becoming Battalion Adjutant. Both of these I.R.A., Officers
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“became officers in the National Army during the Civil War and are
now living in Nublin, Denis Criffin being in the Civil Service
0 (Social Welfare) and on loan engaged in collecting mterial for the

Burean of Military History.

I attach lists of the Volunteers who marched into Tralee as
supplied to me by the Company Officers in charge of each Company

area.

T went out with a message from Austin Stack to Mick Moriarty
on Thuraday ovening and on Stack's directions I came back on
Saturday night to Tralee with the Volunteers cmtingan't arriving
at the Rink near the Basin, Tralee, about 7 a.m, on Sunday morning.

When Stack was giving me his instructions on Tharsday evening
- at the railway station at Tralee before I boarded the train for
Dingle he stressed to ms that Headquarters had given specifie
instructions that we were to be particularly careful that mo
diversion should be allowed to occur to impede the cax:rying out of
the plan as decided on by them for the Rising. He repeated these
instructions to me before I left on Thursday evening and instructed
me to return with the Volunteer contingent to Tralee on Saturday
night and to see that no incident would oceur on the way to cause
such a diversion. He also directed me that T was to carry out oy
instructions to the letter and that I was to disregard any order
issued to me by any other officer other than himself. This I did
and when Cahill sent me & message by the guard, Johmny O'Comnor,
on Good Friday, to return to Trales immediately as Stack had been
arrested I disregarded it and waited to march with the Volunteey
contingent to Tralee on Saturday night at 12 midnight from Annascaul.,

.o Similarly, whon an order was brought by Mamrice Switzer,who met us

on Sunday morning at Derrymore s cancelling the mobilizing of the
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Dingle contingent and directing them to return home I advised
' _ Michael Moriarty, who was in charge, to complete the journey to
- Tralee vhich we did and arrived at the Rink at 7 or & a.m.

I was not in Tralee when Casement landed at Bamna and I heard

' nothing about his intended landing there. In fact, I lmew nothing
about Casement previously and did not know he was acting as an
‘agent for the I.R.B. in the United States and Germany, and in view
of Stack's definite instructions from headquarters I would not
have regarded it as my duty to rescue him if he had landed, say,

" at Cabtlegregory.' He came to Bamma unheralded and unannounced and I
was told afterwards that he intended to land somewhere in Mayo but
could not do so owing to the number of British warships there to
receive him, Apparently the British had boen warned of his
destination and as afterthought he decided to come to Tralee Bay
instead. '

The original plan prov;ld.ed for the landing of the arms from the

Aud at Fenlt Pler between Thursday and Sunday but that plan was
changed by tmadqgarters making the definite landing time on Sunday
and the arrangements were made accordingly. I was told afterwards
that Joseph Plunkett had been sent to Cermany to inform the German

- authorities of the altered plan but that he was arrested crossing
the border between Germany and Switzerland and 8o the Aud had left
and arrived at Femit on Thursday, T actually saw her at Camp at
the entrance to Tralee Bay when I was on the train going out to
Dingle but T had no idea it was the ship with the cargo of arms,

There are a good many bye-roads leading from Barma Strand to the
main Tralee-Ballyheigue road and who wag
in the car with Stack took him a8 fsr as Lawlors at Ballymacquin,
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in an effor't. to locate the place where '@sement and his companicns
landeql. fe was miles away from the exact spot and so they were

- miaaet;. I was with Captain Monteith when we went in to Bamnna
Strand to locate and mark the place where they landed and, without.
the asslistance of Jolm McCarthy of Corrahane who was one of the
witnessas at Casement's trisl, I doubt if Monteith could have located
the place where Casement and h:lmseif loft the strand and made their
vay to McRerma's Fort. The contour of ‘the sandhills had changed
considerably :l.n the meantime and wo discovered that the house at the
gable of which they rested after leaving the strand had been
demolished and a new house erected on the site at right angles to the

old house.

The unexpected landing of Casement was a diversion and might well
have jJeopaedised the major plan for the landing of the arms m;d
starting the rising. I suppose if the plan had come off a good many
. of us would have lost our lives and X would not have been here to

recount now what I remember about the period.

Casement definitely came to prevent the rising and gave a message
to that effect to ®ather Frank Ryan, 0.P., of Tralee, and I was
present when Father Ryan delivered that mossage to Paddy Cahill in
his office at John Donovan & Sons Ltd., The Square, Tralee, and I
Imew that Cahill hed that message conveyed to Headquarters in Dublin.
I think Mr, William “ullins, now living at Moyderwell, Tralee, was
the messenger. If it hasn't been already done I think Mr. Mullins
ought to be asked to give his part of the story.

Messages were sent to Cork and Limerick during th-at. Eaater Week
from Tralee to Cork and Limerick to get them to taks part in the
Rising and T have no doubt the etory of that part is already in the

- 3 .
. Bureau's possession. T was then only a minor officer in the Volunteers
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employed by Stack on special duty and T have not the knowledge
of what fouk place which T could put on record with ceprtainty.
. T have no doubt but Cahill) must have léft_ some acémmt of theee
eplsodes and thongh I often discussed these and other matters
with him I would not like to put my impressions en record as a

.matter of history.

I have heard from time to time ignorant people, some  of whom
were hostile to this country, blame Stack and the Kerry Volunteers
for the capture and execution of Casement and I time and again
urged Paddy Cahill to glve the facts to the publisc as we knew ‘them
8o that they might judge whether 'El;ese eriticlsma were justified;
but beyond putting a short article in the "Kerry Champien”, of which
he himself was the proprietor, I d&n't think he did anything about
it. I do not think that my connection with the revoluticnary
ﬁzovement was sufficiently known to the general public to justify

© T my putting the facts before them. I had to remain under cover so
much that the mjority of them could hardly vizualize that a man in
my position took such a risky and prominent part in the
revolutionary movement datﬂ.ng back to 1905 and continuing through
1916, 1920-21, to the regrettable Civil War. However, I think it
is my duty to put on record the facts as T know them.

Mobilised and marched to Tralse to take part in Rebelliom,

Easter Sunday 1916
DINGLE COMPANY.

¥ichael J, Mordarty (Comdt.) John Curran

John J. Malone (Capt.) Maurice 0'Sullivan
' ¥41liam Harrington S Tom Sullivan

Patrick Kaye Denis O'Connor

Naniel McKenna l Michael FKelliher

. ' James Moriarty Thamas Connor
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DINGLF. COMPANY {Contd,)

Michael Lynch
Peter Curran
Thomas Sullivan
Thomas Kelliher
Thomas Connor
John Murphy
John Lynch
Thomas Flaherty
¥William Rayel
Thomas Sheehy
Thoaras Ashe
William Barry
Michael MeKenna
Michael O'Connor
dJames McKerma

Jeremiah Kennedy

Johm Royal
Gerald Murphy

DETA

CYCLISTS,

GUN.. RUNNIN:

'P'T:lehael‘ Sheehy (Lieut.)

Thomas Devane
Patrick Moore
Denis Curran.

Tmothy Moriarty

- Michael Moriarty

Jack Commor
Diamﬁd Corkery
Jamas .0 Connor
Daniel Kave
Thomas Malone
Patrick Foley
Jamoe Neligan
Themas Fenton
Daniel Connell
Patrick Cleary
Thomas Devane

Willdiam Moran

James MeCarthy
Maurice Fitzgerald.

Thomas Keane

Hichael Cleary

John Flaherty
Patrick Brosnan

Hichhel Johnson

BALLYFERRITER COMPANY,

Patrick Rowler (Capt.)

James Devane
Nenils Vorlarty
Patrick Martin

Thomas Kane

Hichael Moriarty
Michael Bowler
Jack Mordarty
Patrick Flaherty

¥aurice Hoare

25.
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BALLYFERRITER COMPANY (Camtd.)

. Thomas Flaherty Michael Brick
James Vartin Jo!m _Horis-trty
James Moriarty : John Kelliher
Thmaa_wa’.lah John ﬁaker :
John P. Raket John Fitszgerald
William Hurley Maurice Moriarty
John Rowler Michael Kernedy

Mawrice Keane

LYSPOLE COMPANY,

James Fitsgerald, 0.C. ' Daniel Griffin
Naniel J, friffin Patrick Carney
Thamas friffin Patrick Griffin

) Mathew Ashe Thomas Ashe
Carrett | Bowler

Michael Manning

ANNASCAUL, COHPANY,

T.P. Kermedy, Tralee B, Coy. Patr:.i.ck-wail.ﬂh, Annascaul

Thomas Halsh, Annascaul Denis B:Losnan "

John O'Sullivan " . -Patrick Houlihan "

Thomas Curtain n Patrick T.Eennedy, Counduff

Jomm Curran, Anagap Jar:.ua'ss lCo';mihan,Annascaul.
SPIFS.

During the 1917-1921 period during which I was Brigade I.O.
I had a greatlmany experiences of complaints that people were sples
and informers, In all these cases I gave them thorough
investiration and in the vast majority of cases I found there was no
foundation for the accusations. Soms were anonymous whilat others

were simed by perecns' names. In nearly- all the anonymous anes.
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- T foomd they originated in rows between neighbours, one of whom was
usually connected with the British Forces, ex-servicemen or ex-
policemen. In all but a few cases there was no foundation for the
accusations. Of course they wore not addressed nor sent to me as I
was not known to be the Brigade I.0., but were sent to Paddy Cahill,
Arigade 0/C. or to some other well-known I.R.A. officer and sent to

me for investigatiom,

In all cases where theore wvas definite and ungquestionable evidence,
the £1le was sent to the Director of Intallig-enee, 4.H.Q., and if he
were satisfled that there was no doubt abm‘:t the case orders were
1ssuéd that the person should be dealt with and these orders were sent

to the Brigads 0/C. who saw that they were ecarried out,

Evary care was taken that there would be no miscarriage of
juatic‘e and after the war was over it was found that the sentences in
every case were justified. I don't Ilmow of any case in which there
wag an& doubt that a mistake was made nor that the sentences were
unjust. In fact I know of some cases who got the bemefit of the

doubt and T found afterwaris were guilty.

¥hilst I was in Dublin in 1920 or 1921 T was called into
consultation by ek Collins and Austin Stack at the house of Mr,
Pelix Hackett somewhere ont in the Ballohridpe area, about a case
in which a lady was alleged to have written a letter to Police
Intelligence Headquarters at Dublin Castle offering for a money
consideration to disclose information which would lead to the capture

of Austin Stack in Dublin,

The lady was Mrs. sister of
and
I was shown the letter cne evening when I had tea with Stack and

Collins and Mrs. Hackett at her home, T rememboer Stack todithe letter
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from behind a picture and pgave it to me. On thinking it over I
advanced the possibility that scme enemy of could have

. sent the letter in her name and that it should be compared with &
sample of her handwriting. I advised them to be very careful and I
don't know what steps were taken by Mick Collins to verify her

handwriting.

Puring the Truce period or perhaps later Judge Tom O'Donnell,
who was a . told me she denied the accusation
emphatically and sald she was anxiocus that someone should state it
pudblicly so that she could take legal proceedings and deny it on cath.
T am sure it was Stack told him in confidence and referred him to me

as T had also seen the letter.

T mention the above as I had a similar experlence just at the emnd
of the Anglo-Irish war, A letter was found, at the hold-up of the
mails, in 8 train leaving Listowel, addressed to & place in Dublin
which wag used by the British as a reception place for mtellig;mce
gtuff for the Castle, The letter substantially read as follows :-

Trieneragh, Nuagh,
Co. Kerry. Date.

Dear Sir,

T have two sons in the I.R.A. and a “aughter in the Cumann na mBan
and I am in a good position to give information about the whereabouts
of wanted men in this district. Vhat will I get for the information.

Youra faithfully,

Batt Maher,

The letter reached me in due course and I knew Mr. l'aher well, a
_reapectable large farmer but wihat T would describe as very
conservative, I Imew he was well-to-do and not in need of money.

I became friendlvy with him in commection with the re-bullding of

Tslandanny Bridege which had been swept away by a big flood in the
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River Feale. Hle was a member of Listowel Board of Cuardians and

Rural Nietrict Council.

T went over to Liatout;l and contacted Tim Walsh, Master of the
Yforkhouse, who was the local Bat.t.alion 1.0. It was & Fair Day
in listowel ahd Batt Maher was in town. Ve easily located him in a
pub. and we had a few drinks and he asked me about; the Islandanny
Bridpe and urped me to get it .rehuilt as quickly as possible. I
sugpested he should write me & letter to remind me and eventually he
got per.|, ink and paper and wrote a note for me to carry with me. 1
conld see his writing was teetotally different from that in the
" Jetter to Tublin. T showed him thé latter letter and asked if he
had any enemies. He said at £irst he hadn't en enemy in the world
and that he was proud of his children being in our forces.
Tim Wa]:sh had already told me to have no doubt that Maher did not

write the letter and wovld not do 1t for money.

¥r, Maher then told me that a man mamed Relihan who was employed
as a Roller driver by the Kerry County Counci) had made some kind of
a ¢laim to his land, that his people had owned it about one hundred
yoars previously. There were hundreds of such claims all over
Kerrg'and special steps had to be taken by the Dajl to counteract

them.

T knew Relihan and kmew that he was at that time unemployed.
T met him shortly afterwards in Tralee, T aske him was he still
memployed and had he got assistance from the White Cross. He sald
he wasn't aware of it and I told him to make application in writing
to Mr. Jeremiah Marphy, Transport Union Organizer, who was
Secretary to the local Committee of which I was a menber. At next

committee meeting at Tralee Courthouse his case for assistance camo
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up and I got it adjourned for enquiries into his circumstances,
I got his application from Jerry Murphy and sure enough the
" handwriting was the same as that in Maher’s alleged letter. I told
~ Tim Walsh keep his eye on him and reported the facts to G.H.Q.
Intelligence, I vointed out that the County Surveyor, Mr, Singleton
.. Goodwin, now dead, was a prominent Mason in the local Lodge and that
the address to which Maher's letter had been addressed was one which
was used for other British Intelligence commmications. Obviously
Mr. Goodwin had recruited Relihan to supply information through the
local Masonie Lodge and Relihan had used it for his own ends to wipe
out Yaher..

I had been instructed to bring with me Mr, John Lawlor,
. Harbour Hoard Secretary, to contact an R.I.C. man named,I think,
Tueid from Ballyheigue, who had been appointed a clerk in the Castle
_ and who wonld be in a position to eupply information. (July 1921).

" - T also had to discuss with Michael.Collips the case of Relihan., On
arrival in Dublin Jack Lawlor rang up Lucid who made an arrangement
to reet him at the Ormond Hotel on the Quays. We were staying at
the Royal Exchange Fotel in Parliamemt Street and we duly interviewed

' Lucid at the Ormond Hotel and arranged matters with him. Me agreed
to give every assistance and I was to arrange a contact with him when
I had reported to Mick Collins, '

I called at 22, Mary Street, without Jack lawlor of course » and
I was told Mick Collins wonld send word to Miss Norah Fuller of
R.E.H., a Kdrry lady who was receptionist there and who handled
messages and despatches from Kerry and elsewhere for transmission to
= the variouvs departments, including Intellipence. A few days later a
tall young man called in the late evening enquiring for me and Miss
Puller sald T had pore to a show with Mr, Lawlor and that we wouldn't

be back until just before 11 p.m. which was then curfew hour,
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Ho was about to go when Miss Fuller asked who would she say
called .and he sald to say Mick and T would know. Miss Fuller did
not know Mick Colline but she had a shrewd suspicion, but Mick was
woll awsre who she was as he had been sending déspuatches through her
to the sonth and west constantly, He paused and asked her for a
sheat of papsr and wrote a note telling me to call at Vaughan's
Hotel, Rutland Square, where I often called with him before, at 11 p.m,
and that a taxi would call for me to take me over there if it was

after 11 p.m.

T arrived back at the Exchange Hotel just at 11 and got the
nots but it was about 11.30 p.m. before the taxi called, Miss
Fuller then said she knew it was Mick Collins,and Lawlor heard -her.
He berged of me to let him go over in the taxi so that he would get
one look at Mick Collins, T refused and gave him some persanal
papers I had on me with instructions what to do with them if I

dldn't come back, i.e. in case I was arrested or shot.

I 7ot in beside the taxl-driver and Lawlor made a dash as we
were motting under way, and got into the back seat. e stopped
but we couldntt get out. I was thinking of his wife and 11
children if anything happened to him, but he insisted on going as
far as the hotel anyway. On reaching Vaughan's Hotel we rang the
bell and Christy, the boots or porter,who was a trusted agent of
Co]'.l__ins, was about to open the outside iron gate when he saw Lawler
with me. He asked who -I_.awlor was and T told him and he said he would
have to get instructions before he would allow Lawlor in. Christy
was very drunk and I thought at first he was protending but I
realised after a slight delay that he was genuinely drunk. To say
the least of it I was astonished. It was so unlike Christy who
was 80 reliable and trustworthy. UWhilst he was unlocking the gte

to let me in, the hall door was opened and Mick came out, as he

't
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guessed I was there and he kmew that Christy was “gassed". I

) explained sbout Lawlor and he brought him in with me. When we
got inslde the Adoor in the hall he told me the war was over and
that Sir %1fred Cope of the Castle was in the room to which he was

taking me and that I wasn't to disclose anything to him and his

two bodyguarda.

He introduced me to Sir Alfred Cope, who was accompanied by
two Head Constables of the R.I.C., not under my own name but some
other., He did not glve lawlor's proper name either and judge of
our mitual astonichment and amusement when Head Constable Bremnnan
turned out to he a Serpgeant who was formerly stationed in
Castleisland and who knew both Lawlor and myself well. lLawlor was
a famous Kerry team full back and,of course, as Accountant to the
County Cowncil and in other ways I was known throughout t.he length

- and breadth of Kerry.

. Mick again annowmced about the Truce and we were both supplied
with charpegne and brandy and we drank quite a2 quantity of it.
Cope and I got talking and we discussed the troubled times and T was
revretting it was over and sald I enjoyed it. Both Cope and T and
Hicle kept -drinldng glass after glass and ¥Mick pretended to be drunk
but T discovered afterwards he was drinking some coloured liequid. I
sensed 1t once or twice as he scratched my leg Inside the stocking
to warn me and T kept within hounds aftsrwards or so he told me.
Both Cope and my=elf finglly passed out completely. and B'o did Lawler.,
Our taxi-man, with the help of Kick and Christy, got us out to the
cab sometime in the sarly morning and we were duly‘ tal.cen‘ to the
Royal Fxchange T'otel. I don't remember what happened then but T
awocke that avening in a bed MIy clothed, with the ‘thiifdr:lver, also
fully elothed, outside me. Apparently he ms'warned t'ry Mick to

* \

- lock after me and to stay with me t411 he knew I was all rg.ght and
over the shock of the war ending. ‘\
\

\
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One of the R.I.C. Head Constable Bremnan,was afterwards made

Deputy or Assistant Commissioner of the Garda Siochéna when the

" Tree State was set up in 1922, I don't remember their names but I

suppose there are other ways of traclng their nages.

Christy, I understand, is dead. I don't know the name of the
taxi-driver nor where the taxi came from, and Mr, Jack Lawlor is

1living somewhere in Fngland,

The Truce saved Relihan and we took no action against him but
he was never again employed by the Kerry County Council.
Mr. Coodwin had resigned on pension and lived in England where he

died some years ago, somewhere in Devon,

'ajor Campbell-Kelly of Clenbeigh 1921,

One of the most dangerous and efficient intelligence officers
employed by the British was Majer Campbeli—Kelly who was employed
as Head-Bailiff by the Killarmey Board of Flshery Conservatore and
lived at Fuchsia Cottage, (lenbeigh, on the lovely coast of Dingle
Bey. |

Mlenbeigh and its environs i1s a beautiful holiday resort with
two comfortable hotels situated in the midst of grsnd mountain
scenery on .t.he Coast of Dingle Bay and a few miles west of Killorglin,
the home of the famous Puck Falr, \It 12 a well-imown flshing
centre which embraces Caragh lake and River and the Laune Fisheries

as well as a number of other smaller rivers,.

Apparently (.H.Q. I.H.A. Intelligence got word that Kelly was
operating in West Cork in Tom Barry's area and that he was from
Menbeigh, Comty Kerry. C(ollins conmmicated with me and gave me

an outline of his history. He ascertained that his fathsr had
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been in the R.I.C. in Clare or Galway where he married a lady
of family named, as well as I remember, Vandeleur, that the lady's

T . - parents had him dismissed from the R.I.C. The son was bfought. up
by the Macfii)llycuddy of the Reeks and Kelly joined the British
Army at the outbreak of the South-African War and served through the
campaign. Eventually he rejoined the Army during VWorld War I and
became s Major, and when he retired he got the job of Head Bailiff
to the Killarney Board of Fishery for Glenbeigh district.
Apparently he used to visit the Mcfillyeuddys at Carntuoghill and
Major John ¥WeCGillycuddys at Ballinagrown near Amaacaul where he
formed the spy ring which included Daly of Caherplerse. Daly gave
the names of the other membars of the ring who were all cousins and
worked from tire to time for Major Mefillycuddy at Ballinaprown.
Othars in the ring were John Homessy of Lougher and & man named

- C1ifford of Farnes;fastlemaine, Both mothers of the latter were

aunts of the Daly who was executed.

When Mick follins wrote me about Kelly I went to Glenbeigh to
see Tom Evans, a friend of mine, and in reply to my enquiry he
orodneced 8 photo of Campbell-Kelly as 3 Corporal in the British
Army during the South African ¥Yar. In this photo he had a scar

over one of his eyes and he still carried tha distinguishing mark.

John Hennessy went to the United Stat.a-e after the execution of
hie cousin Taly, and Clifford, who had been shot in the leg
previously for reporting to the R.I.C. about a sunmons he got to
attend a Sinn Féin Court at Killorglin, was spirited away by the
Auxiliaries from the Cownty Infirmary, Tralee, before the I.R.A.
could get hold of him,

A number of spies of the vhoto were circulated throughout the

. Rerry Brigades and I supnose to other wnits as well,
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Apparently Felly had succeeded in joining an I.R.A. Columm in
Cork and actually took part in aome operations aspainst British Forces,
In one ambush he managed to get away before it was over and got to
British headquarters in Hanturk or Buttevant whence he led the British
exveditionary force to caoture the I.R.A. column under Tommy Barry.

T got on hia track very quickly and alerted all units in my area to
have a look-out for him and, though I tracked him to places in Kerry,
I never succeeded in getting within striking distance of him. He

always succeeded in gotting away bafore we were able to reach him.

®n one such occasion he was at Lady Cordon's of Caragh Lake where
he met. fiobnalt N4 Brudair (Lady Broderick) and tried to find out and
contact the Prigade I.0. to Rerry I. Luckily,she did not tell him
but came to me early the following day. She was astonished when I

told her his history and he had moved on before we got to Lady Gordon's.

™ another occasion he stayed at the International Hotel,
Rillarney, as a priest and contacted a commercial traveller staying
there whose brother was a battalion officer in County Cork. He
stayed in the bar all the evening till about 11 p.m, with the
traveller but did not succeed in getting the informatien he wanted.
At times he nsed "soldler's language" in the bar and that made the
other man suspicious. The boots - the late John Keogh - who was
acting as Drigade I.0. to Kerry II, spotted the scar over his eye and
rememtered the man in the photograph. He eent me a mesgage the
following day but the bird had flowi and his bed had not been slept in,
T discovered afterwards that he stayed with Major McGlllycuddy at
Flesk Castle where they lived after thelr house at Ballinagrown had been
bnrnt down accidentally. Kelly was a very clever Intelligence Officer,
His second brother was in the Tans and eventually Kelly and a young san
had to take refuge in Dublin Castle till the end of the war, when they

cleared out,
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F4rat attack on Gortatlea R.I.C. Barracks,
¥ barracks

An attack was made .on the R.I.C./at Gortatlea outside Tralee
- by the local Company of Volunteers wnder the charge of Tom
MacFllistrim, Company Captain of Ballymacelligott Company, 7th -
Battalion, Kerry I Bripsade., Mr. McENistrim is now T.D. for North

Kel‘ry .

This attack, which took place on 16th April, 1918, was not
author.ia.ed by Volunteer Headquarteﬁ but was undart.aka.n on the
initiative of the local Comrany for the purpose of procuring 61’ mch
nesdad arms and ammmnition. Two of the Volunteers, John Brown and

Robert Laide were killed in the attack,

I was standing in the Mall, Tralee, speaking to Mies Teeney
_ _ Griffin (now Mrs. Dr. Michael lawlor) when two young lads whom I
- " afterwards got to know very well - Tom McEllistrim (now T.D.) and
John Cronin (R.X.P.)} both of Ballymacelligott, came out of Mr. Con
Tucney's and fired at two R.I.C. Constables named Fallon_.m_d Boyle.,
They returned by mistake through the house next door, owned by Mr.
Tom Varty. The date was lith June, 1918, . I did not know the two

voung men then, but T am sure a good many people in the atreets did.

¥artia) lew was proclaimed in the urban district of Tralee and
i1t lasted mntll .. The business housea of Messrs,
Tuomey and Barty were closed down by the British authorities for a
veriod of months ap a repr'isal for the shooting. |

‘ "I described elsewhere how Y was served with an Order to leave the

proclaimed area of Tralee and how I was subsequently dbrought back and
gerved with an Order confining me to the town of Tralee,

Vhen I came back from Fngland owing to my father's illness I
. intended going to Oakland, California, with ancther local boy friend,

Willle Pierse of Ammascaul, about the same age as myself, and who



Military Archives, Cathal Brugha Bks, Rathmines, Dublin 6, Ph 8046457,
37.

e,

had been a clerical student at the Irish College in Paris but had
given it up, and decided to go out to his father at Qakland. I
had been offered a free scholarship at the Killarmey Seminary and
Maynooth by the RBishop of Xervy, Most Rev, Dr, CoTfey, but was
advised not to take it by a good priest who was loeal curate at
Annascaul - Rev. Con Seannell. - ag T had no vocation. My friend,
Jack ‘Lawlor, one time secretary of Tralee and Fenit Harbour
Commiasioners and a "clerical errar’ himself, used to lament to me
afterwards that both of us didn't continue and enter the Church,
He used to say "By eo and so, I'd make you Bishon of Kerry and you
could make me Dean of Tralee®, T am afrald the Church had a narrow

aescape from both of us.

Howgver, fate determined that I was to stay at home here in
Ireland and that I was to take up the job as Clerk in the serviecs of
the Kerry County Council in Octobder 1905 at Traelee where I was
- destined to meet patriotic men who drew me into paths where T utilised
the gifts that God gave me to help them break the connection with

Fngland and bring cbout the freedom of my beloved country.

In the front rank of those who influenced my subsequent carcer
in Tralee stands out one young msn, the late Austin Stack, He was,
of course, the one man who by his example and self-sacrifice
inspired and led the young men of his time to take up arms to try for
the freedom of Ireland. He believed in no other way and wanted to
‘subordinate every other question to the arming and training of the
young men for the purpose. Even he often argued with me about the
wmste of my time 4n trying to revive the Irish Language and had no use
for the Caelic Teague. He regarded it as a diversionary influence
vhich was interfering with the furtherance of the cause that mattaered.
He often said to me art.erh.'ards that he regretied nothing more than

having missed the opportunity in those early days of learning Irish
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Lo and speaking 1t. He constantly repretted that to me ana mde
herolc and msuccessful attempts to learn and hecoms proficient in

sneaking and writing in Trish,

Nuring the first week of my arrival in Tralee in 1905, a young
man came uwp and welcomed me. He said his name was Austin Stack,
T had seen him play in the All-TIreland Pootball Final against
Kildare at Tipperary in 1904 and twice afterwards at Cork where
Kerry finally won. Austin inquired if my father was Pat Kennedy
of Amnascaul, who was an old friend and associate of his father,
Mr, Moore Stack, well-lmown Fenian who had spent a long sentence of
imprisonment at Dartmoor. T said he was and Avstin then brought me
to the house of Mr, Tom Slattery of Rock Street, Tralee, I was
there sworn into the Irish Republican Brotherhood. I hadn't the
- foggiest notion vhat it was about, but I henceforth paid my 24. a
week to Famon O'Connor who appeared to be "boss"™ of our circle. I
remenber going to meetings upstairs at Tom MeCarthy's in Edward
Street and Famon was there with Tom McCarthy, Maurice (riffin and
some others. I was shortly afterwards elected joint secretary of
the Gaelic league with John Dillon » 8 fellow County Council clerk,
and then berame sole Hon. Secretary under the chairmanship of Mr,
John 0'Connell, LL.D., Solicitor, with Father Cathaoir OfBracnain,
C.C., as Vice-Chairman.

I was alao a member of the County Board of the C.A.A. of which
Austin Stack was chairman, and I deputised many times for Stack in
the chair, 85 he could not pget off to attend the meetings on
.Saturday, the busleat day of the woek in a soliciter's offiece. He
was employed as solicitor's clerk in Dr. 0'Comnell’s office and
attracted a good d;al of work there because of his reputation for
S " logal knowledge and integrity.
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Austin was also Chairman of the Committee of Management of
o the Tralee C.A.A., Sportsfield - now the Austin Stack Park - of which
comnittes Paddy Cahill wes Hon. Secretary and I wae a member.
Austin Stack was afterwards Brigade 0/C. Kerry I Brigade, I.R.A. with
Paddy Cahill as Brigade Adjutant, and myself as Brigade 1.0,
Austin and Paddy had many disagreements from time to time in G.A.A.
matters but, notwithstanding these, Austin had a great regard for him
even then and their friendship grew closer afterwards., Paddy was
very difficult to get on with, but once you got to know him well you
got to 1like him for his sincerity and honesty of purpose.

Austin was ropresentative of the Tralee John Mitchell Paotball
Clud on the County Board, and I represented the Lispole Club which
included Annascaul. On one occasion, I think if was in 1912, the
Mitchells and Mngle mst in the final of the County Champicnship, and
the Mitchells won, but Dingle lodged an objection on the ground that
the Mitchells played an illegal man, Mr, Michael J, Quinlan, Secretary
of the Kerry County Council, who within six months previously had
played in Trinity College Park in a Rugby inter-provincial. Stack
himself presided at the County Board meeting at which the objection
was heard, and both he and I voted to sustain the objectian against
the Mitchells, though he was their representative and, of eourse, 1
wag & great friend of Michael Quinlan's, who subsequently told me I
was quite right and went up in his estimation by doing what I did.
A11 the other club representatives voted with the Mitchells, except
of course Dingle. The Mitchells were at the height of their
popularity at the time,

T was not mixed up very much with matters pclitical during the
period up to the start of the Volunteers in 1913. I was up to oy
neck in work for the Gaelic League, Craobh Scoithin, Tralee, and was
active also in the G.A.A., athletics and football, I was a good
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- sprinter itil T broke my leg and played football afterwards under

a handicap, I was requisitlcﬁed also from time to times as referee

. . in important matches and alao"‘ra_s goal umpire. I referged some
hectic semi-finals between Tralee Mitchells and Killarmey and it -was
- conaiderad a brave wndertaking te do so. However, it usually ended
nleasantly, though at times the match had to be terminated before the

end of time.

In important matches I had to go on the entrance éates at Tralee
witl! Stack and I remember on one oeccasion, on instructions, I refused
to permit two uniformed R.T.C. men inte the sports field.' They came
back after some time in plain clothes and Stack ard ryzelf refused to
let them in and refunded thelr entrance fees. Sergeant Crawford, a
Protestant Orangeman, used it against .me afterwards when I was ordered

- - out. of Tralee when 1t was proclaimed in 1918. However, he was a
decent old man and we bacame great friends afterwards when he saw that
- . I had left the Volunteors in 1917 for the reason, as ke thought,

bacause I got "cold feet® and would be likely to lose my good job,.

The Tralee Caelic leagus held & Feis and Industrial Exhibition in
the Groen each year. It was a very ambitious undertaking and entailed
a lot of hard work, bhv night, as I had a job and a half as acecountant
to Kerry "ountv Council, which position I got on 30th July, 1913, I
wvag assistant clerk in the office of the accountant, Mr. Alfred J.Coyle,
a Protestant transferred from the Grand Jury. The first secretary
of the Kerry County Council was also a. Protestant, Mr. Robert
Fitrmgerald, also transferred from the Grand Jur'y. He was a brother
of the Knight of Kerry who lived at Valentia and used to speak Irdsh
to mp whenever he ecalled to see Mr. Coyle. He told me he learned it
from his old nurse at Valentia, He was also my father's Land Agent
and they were constantly at cross-purposes, but I got to bé very
friendly with him eapeciél].y when he foumd out who my mother was.
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He saved me from arrest in 1916 with the assistance of Mr, Singleton
Goodwin, County Surveyor. They saw the officer commanding the
British Army at Rallymllen Barracks and, I suppose, persuaded him
I was harmless and so I and Jack Collins of Latchford's farm, and
Paddy "uinlan, who was a neighbour of Mr. Fitsgerald's at Ballyard,
escaped arrest. He never found me out and we were friends to his

death.

A Pather Nonnell and another Irish-American came to me on a day
on which a Fels was being held at Tralee, of which I was secretary,
on a mission from the Clan-na-Cacl of America to found in Tralee the
American-Alliance Hibernians, I'put them in touch with Stack and
the organisation was launched with rooms at Denny Street. A nusber
of prominent pecple joined without realising that it was part of the

= . Iriah.revolutionary organisation in opposition teo the Parliamentary
Party. The late Dr, Brian McMahon Coffey was made chairman and it
carried on for a few years until some anti-Redmond Party resolution
was put up and Mr, - now Judge - Diarsmid Fawsitt was sent down
to explain the position t.o_ the members, The meeting lasted far into
the night wntil finally Dr. Coffey 1esigned when he found where he

was. I was at the meeting end voted with the I.R.B. members,

A branch of the Board of Erin Hibernians was then formed and
HMichael N'Connor, Town r:lark; got me elected a member without my
knowledge and when the chairman, Mr, Maurice Kelliher, discovered
that there were two or three of us I.R.B. men he had to hold a genera-l
meeting to expel ws. Apparently, we could only be expelled by a -
genéral meeting. I attended the meeting and, notwithstanding that
I exvlained that I never applied for membdership, I was nevertheless
expelled, Stack told me afterwards that Mr, Kellj.h;e'_r had been at
one time a member of the I.R.B. himself, and to Pa;idjr;‘ Cahill and

y myself he subscribed £50 to the D&Y Loan in 1920, ,' ' -

'

_ \
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- I remember also that Q'Mesagher-Condon came on a v:lai‘l;. from the
nited States and was accompanied by a man named Harrington, Ceneral
Secretary of the United Irish League. They were passing by train
through Tralee and the Kerry County Couneil deoid_ed to present an
address of welcome to O'Measher-Condoen, ~The address was 1n Irish
and as the secretary, Mr., P, ¥. Quinlan, d¢id not know Irish, I was
deputed to read it to fondon. I had instructioms from Stack that
we ware to shout down Mr, Harrington if he attempted to speak, but
that we were to applaud Mr. Condon. T duly read the address from the
railway nlatform at Tralee and ¥r. Condon replied and we cheered him,
¥p, Harringbm,ht_m‘ever, was not allowed to spaak, though he attempted
to do s8o, and Hr, Quinlan was astoniched to see his accountant
bawling out the Meneral Secretary of the U.I.L. He was a
supporter of Willlam O'Brien's party himself. '

.o ' On another occasion it was atiempted to present an address of
" welcome to somsone of the British Royal family who was visiting

Kitlarney. Mr. James T. O'Connor of Killarney was chairman of the
County Counefl at the time and he got a', recquisition signed by a
nunber of members directing the secretary to call a special meeting
-f.’f)r: the purpose. The calling of the meeting was urgent and the
requisition addressed to the Secretary of the County Council was
booked by train from Killarney to the County Hall at Tralee on a
Yednesday, our half-holfday. I was the only member of the staff who
was working and the caretaker of the Hall told the railway messenger
to push the letter underneath my door aa I would not open for
anybody. Sure enough, the letter was pushed underneath the door
and T picked it up and read 1t. I dropped it into the waste paper
basket and later on went home. Wo notice of the special meeting

was lssued and no resolution was passed: to present the address,
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Close investigation was made into the disappearance of the
requisition by the R.I.C. and, finally, it was found in the Urbdan
Council refuse dump at the Basin, Tralee. The poor messenger
was heckled out of his wits about it and admitted he put it under
the door of my office. 1 denied having seen it and so they decided
that 1t was swept out by the caretaker inadvertently and thus it got
down to the refuse pit, One man, the secretary, had a shrewt
suspicion about what happened but, as he explained to me afterwards,
the document wasn't delivered to him and he had no responsibility for
what happened. He remembered the scene at the receptian of
0'Meagher-Condon and he kept his own counsel.

Then there was the time that Colonel Moore invited Stack to meet
him at the house of Mr, M. J. Flavin, M.P,, Rock Street, Tralee.
Colonel Moore was accompanied by the Marquis MeSwiney of Mashanaglass,
Stack took me with him and the principal mtter discussed was the
unitication of the Volunteers. ‘There was no agreement as a result
of the talk. T understood from Stack that Colonel Moore was, or had
besn, a member of the I.R.B. Stack had, I know a great personal
regard for Michasl Flavin,

The Gaelic Lesague Committee decided to invite Padraig Pearse to
rive an address at the opening of the Peis and Exhibition. Pearse
had been editor of An Cliabh Soluis, the official organ of the
Gaelic League and he had, a short time before, to resign the

editorahip because it was alleged that he was using the paper for

political purposes.

T was secretary of the Branch and T was directed to meet Pearse
at the train when he arrived from Killarnmey and warn him that he
wasn't to introduce politics into his lecture at the Creen. I had
never met Pearse and T had considerable misgivings about delivering
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my instructions, Ye wnlked down from the train and on the way

down I explained to this austere looking young man the mission I got,
He saw my embarrassment and remarked that my mission was apparently
not to my liking., He assured me smilingly that I could tell the
committee that they would have nothing to complain about and, in a
beautiful setting under the trees in the fireen, he delivered an
oration which enthralled' the large gathering of people who were in

attendance.

¥r. Charles Nowning, a Catholic Unioniset solicitor, was so
captivated with his language that he asked me to get permission from
Stack to attend a review of the Vollm.'_beera in the Sports Field which
Pearse addressed and at which he made it plain that a rising would

take place.

A1) these incidents during 2 periocd of more or less of
stamation in political matters added wp and kept reminding us of
our ot;lirr,aticna mder our oat:h to the organ:ls_aticn mtil the
opportunity arcee to put our plan of military training into operation

et the formation of the Na't.ima.l Volunteers in Tralee in 1913,

I have told already the part I took in starting the formation
of the Volunteers and, I think, of the amall part in their training

up to the Redmondite split at the Rink,

T was selected to go on a summer training course scmswhere in the
West of Treland in 1915, but I had to forego it because of the
difficulty' T had in gotting off at the selected time and samebody else
went instead. No doubt the hand of the»I.ﬁ.B. wan in the selection,
as T was then regarded as snitable, educated, athletic and
enthusjastic. T did not go and so I was left over to be selected
later in 1917 fof the military post that I was least fitted for by

il
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temperament and upbringing. When Stack suggested it to after
they had come homs from Fnglish priscners in 1917, I saw that T could
- make a success of it. Mick Collins thought I did, after a leng and
| trying experienca of my service with him, and he eaid 8o to a number
of those who took his side in the cursed civil strife, I have ne
doubt. 1f he had lived we would have resumed the'clese friendship and
co-operation that we had, and we would have prevented many of the sad
incidente that occurred during the period after his death,

Shooting of Fallon and Boyle - June 1918,

Vhen curfew and restrictions were imposed on the town of
Tralee after the firing on Constable Fallon and Boyle on 1li4th June,
1918 by Tom McEllistrim (now T.D.) and Jon Cronin (R,I.P.) 4n 1918,
I managed to procure a permit to go in and out of Tralee, The
militarv set up their headquarters in our offices in the County Hall,
The cdlénel.in charge was an Fnglislman, Colonel Brockﬁouée, and his
next-in-command was Major Topving, an Trishman, from fork I think.
Colonel Rrockhouse left eva-i'y't'h:ing to Major Topping and I tried to make
Topving and hie soldler staff as corfortable as posaible. I advised
him to take the Audi_i—-. office and fixed him up with a typeuriter and
paper and carben when they were dlort of these, and made myself .
generally useful to Tovping. I was a good typist and often helped his
N.C.O. in the typing of reports and heard mractically everything that
was going an. --Tpnlciing~glva'mé a special pass to go in and out of
Tralee and to travel after curfew. Luckily T did .not run into trouble
for a long time until a Constabls Kennedy, a Tipperary man stationed
at Castlegregory saw my permit which he doubted and thought was forged.
He consulted Serseant Crawford, R.I.C., who was then Crime Special
Sargeilnt and who knew ms to have been in the Volunteers. He reported
to Maior 'l‘opuing ahd I was arrested and brought before Colconel
Brockhouse to whom I admitted X was at cne time in the Volunteers
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; and left them as T didn't want to lose my good job a8 County

. Accountant. I reminded Major Topping that I made things easy fm:
him when he wanted to set up his office and gave him every
assistance otherwlse. I was discharged without & stein on my
charactsr and for a while my friendly relations with Fajor Topping
were resumed. However, somebody ralsed doubts in thelr minds
araln about me and T was served with a notice ordering me to leave
the town within twelve houra. I did and went to Ballyferriter to
soms relations of mine for a holiday, Ned Harty, the assistant
sacretary, was away ill for a long period and ¥r, Michael J. Quinlan,
the County Sacretary, hed to attend the Revision Courts for Franchise
and Jurors throughout the county and there was no senlor official
avajlable to take orer as acting secretary whilst Mr, Quinlan was at
the Mourts. T arranped with Michasl Miinlan to wire to the Local
fiovernment Board the. circumstances and for instructions. The wire
was held up at the Poat Nffice where the military were in charge and
after a hnidle at the County Hall office with Mr. Quinlan they agreed
to bring me back to Tralee. They wired Nistrict Inspector -Tom Walsh,
who was a friend of.mine and a relative by marriage, to locate me and
pet ma back. Mr. Yalsh called on me at Ballyferriter and produced
his wirs, but I refused to move unless the military order was
cancelled. FHeo had to get in touch with the military on the Dingle
rallway phone and he got instructions to bring me in undér arrest,

Fe came along again, but I asked for his warrant and he was stumped.
Y said T daren't fiisobey the military order which I-produced to him.
However, so as not t..o inconvenience him, I agreed to go along
voluntarily with him provided he explained it to Colonel Brockhouse
that my action in returning was purely voluntarily. He brought me
in his car to Blennerville, a mile from Tralee town, where the .
military post was and the Lieutenant-in-charge refused to let mm in
when T showed him my deportation order.
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N.I. Walsk had to go into the County Hall to say that I
couldn't finish the journey as the officer at Blennerville would
- not let me In and rerus'ed- to take me in charpe whilst Mr. Walsh
went to Tralee for instructions. I was, theraf-ore, at Blennerville,
free to go vhere T wished, but I promised Mr. Walsh I would await
his returmn, which I Aid, until Vajor ;l'opping himself called for me
and T went back to the County Hall and'got served with another
Order forbidding me to leave the toun of "ralee until further orders,
Major Topping enjoyed the stratagems I devised to get even with them.
Colonel Rrockhoune was ‘vory cross with the R.I.C. and Sergeant
Crawford told me, when the war was over and both of us and Paddy Barry,
Bricade Mhief of Staff, I.R.A., were patienta in the Bon Secours
Home, Tralee, that I had them in a jam as they could pin nothing on
me and they could not satisfy the Molonel that I was in any way
- dangerowna. Topring also was more or less on oy e8ide and could not
justify the acti:ons of the R. I..C. T continued to be friendly with
hin and we had many drinks topethor at the Orand and fentral Hotels.
T met hie in "ublin after the Truce and we joined in a pood laﬁgh at
the thing, but T did not tell him ¥ was Brigade I.0. to the Yerry
Brizade at the time nor to Kerry I, afterwards, ‘He wvas a8 nice
felléw, a Protestant and a Mason and, of cowrse, a Loyal Britisher
whom it wasn't easy to get on the blind side of. He got a good
account of me from his I!nioni;.lrt.- friends in Tralee and he found it hard

to belleve that: F was mixed up with these murderous rebels.

Sergeant Moloney, R.T.C. of Armasecaul mazm,

Sergeant Moloney was very tall, even for an R.1.C. man, and
was nm"r:led to a gentle lady, g convert to the Cathelic reliéion.
He was rather a quiet man and mot very clever as a polieaﬁ&nl 1 .waa
on very friendly terms with him and on occasions he came to me for
advice, He was, however, rath;ar easily influenced by persons in

authority. A local farmer, Thomas Mago O'Donnell, who had a brother
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an Tnspactor in Seotland Yard, bocame a Justice of the Peace.
Hg-was very wuch ineclined to avail of the sorvices of theo lotal
.- Courtn on the amallaqt. provecation, The G'nonneli family waro
accustomed to keep the loeal Courts going even with cases amangot
thomzelves. They were what T would describe as very litigiouws.
Thomas Yago A'Monnell, J.P., was the farmer's namp and Sergzant

“'mloney was very much afrald of hinm,

There stas a family living in the village; the father was
John, ¥alsh, & carpenter, an old man, his wife and thres boys - Dan,
who became ¥Father ?ammd: a Franclscan Father, who was Guardian at
Fnnisy Tom, & younger man, who was 0/C. of the local Company of
the V.R.A., and Faddy, who was Adjutant of the local Cowpany.
"he whnle family, varticularly the old people, were very religlous

and sincerely patriotic.

The father and hoys were carpenters or cartmakerse and Aid a
" considerable trade and they had, in frant of the house near a

otream, A nlace for shoeinp vheels of the farmers' carts and, for
that nurpose, uscd to light a large fire of turf. The shoeing
vrlace was on the side of the street and, aprerently, there was sceo
law which prohidited the lightins of a fire so clese to the publie
road, but noboty ever bothered over the years until Thomms 'ago
MNornell discovered the legsl prohibition in N!1Cennor's Justice
of the Peace. T™n “Yalshs were Sinn Feiners and I.R.A. mar and

0'Marnoll was pro-Aritish thoupb he would be the firet to deny 1t.

The trouble started over the fire and when the Walshs put up
a poster on their window about a presentation of a painting by
Teo “helan of Tublin to Austin Stack, the sergeant called to tell
them to take Aown the poster.. The fathar and mother, when the
gergeant, called with Constadble Repan, refused to take down the

poater and this led to an argument and the sergeant proceeded to
!
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pull down the poster, but old Jshn Halsh prevented him. The
commotion brought young Tom Walsh on the scene from the workshop at

- the back. A ficht ensued and the sergeant ended up on the floor
with Walsh on top of him. Paddy then came in and the sergeant
allemed that soreons struck him on th-e head with a mallet and he got
stretched until Conotable 0'Regan intervened and hauled him cut.
Reinforvemsnts of the R.I1.C. cams from Ningle and the whole Walsh
family were arrested. John, senior, his wife - hoth over 70 years -
and the two sans, Tom and Paddy, and they were taken for trial to the

Corlk Assizes before Judpe Dodd.

Judge-Dodd, when he saw the huge sergeant and the c;ld men with
the white beard and his wife in the dock with their two sons, asked
the sergeant did he seriously want him to belleve that these old
neople tried to murder him, He ordered the o0ld man and his wife
out of the daclt ant adjovrned the case against Tom and Paddy to the

* noxt fasizes.

I travelled on the train to Annascaul on the evening the
sergeant and Constable O'Regan came back from CO-rk. Cn coming out
on the platform Y was told by a young lad named John O'Shea that
the serpgeant was to be shot -and I ran from the station towards tﬁe
village and just as X reached my own howe I saw a chap on one kmee
put up a shotgm and fire st the sergeant. Luckily the latter had
a heavy greatcoat over his uniform and the pellets, or most of them,
were unable to penetrate the heavy overcoat. He was taken off to
Dingle Rospital where he was found to be suffering only from shock,
When he heard the shot the sergeant turmed aromnd before he started
to run for the barracks and the only one he saw standing on the
street was myself, but he said that T would nmever fire at him as wo

: wore good friends. We were
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_ Nevertheless, the village
was invaded by a large number of police and military and my home -
was searched, a large house, from end to end., Mstrict Inspector
Walsh from Mingle was in charge of the police and he found in my
bedroom a Manual of Military Training and some coampromising documents
which he stuffed into his overccat pockets. FHis only child, a
davghter, was enpgaged to be married to Dr. Paddy Morlarty, a first
cousin of mine, and they were merried shortly afterwards. He kept
the Manual and documents for some years and never officlally produced
them until his daughter, Mrs, Moriarty, gave them back to me after

the Truce,

My brother, Patrick Kennedy, afterwards shot by British military;
‘ . Patrick T. Konnedy, now a retired Garda in Cork, who actually fired
the shpt in Sork; ™at J, Yennedy of Gurticurrane, and his brother,
Jotri I. Kinnedy; alY first cousins of mine, and a man called The
Fawk' whose name was John 0'Cormor, and who lived in our house, were
arrested and taken to Corl finocl. Pat T. Kennedy, who had been
released from Tork only a short time before, after'a htmger-at.rik'e,
was T1rst released when he refused to take exercise with common
criminals. The others were detained for three or fouwr ue;ks and

were then re‘.legsed_for lack of evidence,

"The two Welsh boys got long sentences, but were subsequently
interned as political prisonmeras until they too got out after a

hunrer-gtrike.

~ Mstrict Inspsctor Tom Walsh was shortly afterwards transferred
to Cork County due, no doubt, to the fact that his daughter Josie
had married Dr. Paddy Morlarty, before I had any further opportunity

of vractising my arts on him. I have no doubt but I would have
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. succeeded in getting him on our side as ha was one of our own

people and was very sympathetic in a dﬂficult. time in 1919.

Sereeant Moloney was shot on 18th December, 1918 and retited
fron the Forces shertly afterwards. He tipped off Jack
Prendersast, cattle dealer, Naas or Navar, that he was being sovght
for the shooting of two \Ta.ns at Ballybrack Station., I was fond of

Sergeant Moleney and felt he was a victim of circumstances.

Sergeant M, O'Rourke, Tralee. (1918-1920),

Vhen a new Volunteer scheme of organisation was made in 1919
and Karry was divided into three brigade areas I was appointed
™renctor of ™ntelligence to Kerrv T Prisede, having been Director

af Tntelligence for the Eerry Prigade since 1917,

Kerry I Brigade area comprised the town of Tralee and the
territory radiating therefrom to the Shannon in the north, to
- beyond Castleisland and up to Knocknagoshel and Brosna,
Castlemaine Milltown and to bejond Glenbeigh railway station in the
east and south, and the Ningle Peninsula in the west. There were
eight battalions in the ares - Tralee, Ardfert, Lixmar,

Castlegrerory, Ninele, Listowel, Castledeland ard Killorglin.

A change was mde before the Trucei Castleisland was attached
to Xerry IT early on but was transferred back to Kerry I again before

the Truce and Killorglin battalion was shifted to Kerry 1I,

T had no axmerience of Intelligence nor did I get any training
nor instructions. Rather, I set out for Mick Collins what I thought
should he the procedure in carrying out my dntles.

I made the acouaintance of ‘Sergeant Michael O'Rourke scometime

in 1919 throupgh his being a fluent Irish speaker and anxious to
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vractise speaking the language when he would find anyone willing to
jodn with Mdm, T was giad to have anyons also with whom I could N
kaen .rrw share of Irish alive. In course of conversation he told me
he was Frime Special Sergeant at headquarters of the R.I.C. and he
had to deal with political as well as ordinary crime. I don't think
he knew at that time that I was Srigade I.0. though he asked me why I
had left the Volunteers seeing that I marched in with the Dingle
contingent in Faater 1916, - I gave as my explanation that I had a
geod job gnd T didn't want to lose it and suffer as my father ald
before me. Fe know my father and his history, and,though he may have
had his suspicions, he thought, I supnose, that the influence on me of
the Moriarty side of the family was the stronger. I asked him how
his job was run at;d its organisation generally., I sson realised that
the R, I.C. kept a constant watch on .the activities of all the national
orpinisations and up to that tine uere able to keep a "rapresentative"
in the republican secret organisation, the I.R2.B. and g0, vere in a
pvosition to know what was going on fairly well. They were well
supplied with items of information also from the Masonic Lodge whose
members warked hand in hand with them, I learnt a good deal about
orgarnisatior from Sergeant O'Rourke and I began to apply what I learnt
to my ovm area and gave *'ick Collins a detailed raport of what I learnt
and what my oun‘ idea of our organisation should be, I did this in
discussions I had with Mick in Dublin where I attended a few

corforences with other I1.0s,

T set about ropine in the friendly Post Office officials, the
hotel employees and any other psreons whom T thought would be of
assistance at some time., T had no difficulty in getting psrticulsrs
of the military in the area, their numbers and armament, and I had
f_rom Tiblin Castle the number _ol.' police in each R.I.C. barrack every

quarter, as they had to supply these particulars with their claim for
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extra constabulary. I used to get the battalion I.0s., to check

up on the figures supplied.

1 l;adr.'t m:ch eaéperience of intelligence up to then and was
scared to put it up to Sergea;st O'Rourke, but he started himself
by telling me that they -ware goin-g to rail.d for the Brigade Adjutant,
Naniel J., 0'Sullivan, and arrest him on a certain morning. Dan
was fined for having a groumd-sheet in his possession, but refused
to pay the fine. Cahill at first was reluctant to let his Adjutant
go to prison, but dscided to let him go as he had Garvey as
substitute. Tan served his sentence and Sergeant 0'Rourke was
disgusted as it was he caught him, he sald, by accident.
Anparently, Sergeant O'Pn;lrke was arnxion;s 10 show his friendliness
and that he was willing to help and a phort .time afterwards he came
along to me with a £1 note and said: ™ill you give that to Paddy
Cahi)l for Austin Stack's przsentation.” 'The officers and umen of
Kerry T Prigade decided to present Stack with a portrait of himself
in oils by leo “helan of Fecles Strset, Dublin, a Kerry man, I
said T would ask Cahill, but would return the £1 if 1t was not
acreptable. I want to Cahill who sent me to Stack, and he advised
me to take it and try to get in with him, Stack had a high opinien
of O'Rourke for some reason or other., I .thanked him for the
subscription and hopped it up to him whether he would assist us.
- He agreed and I asked him to get the key to-the code used by the
R.I.C. for telegrams. T had-it that night and the following day
went off to Dublin with it to Mick, Mick was delightod and I
vromised he would have It every month and at avery change, DBefore
that, Mok could get 1t only irremularly and all Brigade 1.0s. who
could get the telegrams had to send them to Mublin Headquarters

tor decoding. ¥e had no bother after that and Mick saild that he
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was the first man to supply it regularly. He furnished us with
the code and word about all raids and suspects from then till he
retired sometime at the end of 1920. I pot -the Governor's House
in the geol for himself and his family in 1921 after the British
forces had gone, The County Council rented the house to him and
afterwards to his wife at 3/6d. per week and his wife and family
are 8t11l there. His oson, ¥ichael O'Rourke, was secretary to Kerry
County Board of the G.A.A. and 1s now its representative on the

Central Council.

1 had to dlsclose my relations with Sergeant O'Rourke to the
members and offlcers of the County Board, most of whom were ex-I.R.A.

men, to show that his son was worthy of their trust and support,

Sermeant. O'Rourke, R. I.C.I 1919-1921,

Y came in touch with Sergeant O'Rourke of Tralee R.I.C.
Headquarters early in the Volunteer period, about 1919 or possibly
1918. Mr. Daniel 0'Sullivan, later in th; Irish Army, wes Chairman
of Tralee U.D.C. and Brigade Adjutant Kerry I Brigade and en a raig
on his house by the R.I.C. an army ground sheet was found and he was
fined at the Tralee Petty Sessions with an alternative of one month
hard labour, He refused to pay the fine and the R.I.C. were
ordered to bring him in. Sergeant O'Rourke came to toll me that they
were to raid for Pan on a certain morning so that he could evade

arrest if he was so minded,

The Brigade 0/C. decided that Naniel 0'Sullivan might just as
well serve the gentence as we had a substitute to act as Brigade
Adjutant, Paddy fiarvey, who was acting as Director of Commmications

and was then an wmmarried man,

Seraeant O'Rourke complained to me that he had great difficulty in

getting information to Brigade Headquarters as he knew of no contact
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whom he could trust. I hadn't much experience of Intelligence at
the time and I was scared to have much to do with the R.I.C. I

T went to NDublin and consulted Mick Collins, Director of
Intelligence. He advised me to keep contact with 0'Rourke and on
the first opportunity to put it up to him to supply copy of the key
toc the R.I.C. code.

Tn a short time I met the Sergeant and ha-d a discussion with him
on the peneral political situation. There weres no Tans here at the
time but there was conslderable antagonism to the R.I.C. and it
wasn't popular to be seen assoclating with them nor talking with
them, It was difficult to get a suitable person who could keep
contact with him outside myself but eventually I arranged that he
keep in contact with Mr. Naniel McSweeney, N.T., who was living next
door to him and who was already on my staff.

Y kopt in touch w:lth.him also myself and when I had an
opportunity, I asked hﬁ forr the key to the R.I.C. code and he
delivered it to myself. I sent 1t to Mick Collins and henceforth
I was able to supply 1t to Headquarters every month and after
each change where the R.I.C. suspected we had got it. Mick told
me afterwards that it was the first time he was able to procure the
key regﬁlar]: and it laid the foundation of the elaborate scheme of
intelligence in the post offices especislly Tralee which was the
head offlice for the area which was covered by Kerry I Brigade,

Comprised In Kerry Y. was all.of the Coumty Kerry from_tha
borders of West Limerick to the Atlantic and South to Tralee, the
Dingle peninsula, Castleisland, Milltown and Killorglin just beyond
Glenbeigh. In all that contacts were established in the Post foices
) but it was in ‘!‘ml-ee Office, which was by far ths most important,
. that the organisation had to be made perfect. Tralee was the |
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" headquarters of the British military and police forces and it was
important that we should be in possession of all telegraph msasages,
3 in code or in the clear, which came through Traleé Post Office and,

where pessidble, letters and ‘phone messages.

_. MWr. fustin Stack, then Brigade 0/C., very early on brought
Ve, Tom Mllon, Chief Clerk at Tralee Post Office to me and possibly
to Paddy Cahill, then Brigade Adjutant, also. We discussed ways and
means of getting hold of coples of telegrams, letters etc. to the
local Aritish forces, and -ua arrived at a modest arrangement about it,
I gradually made the acquaintance of every member of the staff and
roped them into my organisation singly and had no difficulty in getting

vhat I wanted.

At first I had to depend on Mr., Dillon and then had Fianna boys
made telegraph messengers. One of the latter, Gongs Griffin (R.I.P)
was caught by the Chief Telegraphist, .Ned Myers, and reported to the
Postuaster Mr. Senlor, an innocent Fnglishman, for opening and copying
a code telegram but they thought it was a betting code wire. GCriffin
ms dismissed and another Fiarma boy replaced him. Ned Myers got
threétening letters and had a bad time wntil somebody advised him,
most likely Tem Dillon, to see me, that I had great influence with
Stack and Cahill, I promised to see the latter and came back to
Myers to tell him that they regarded his offence as a very grave ane
and expected him to make up for it by supplying them with a copy of
every code message which came or wcnt to British forces, He could
use me as contact with them. He not only supplied them but bro{;ght.
them to himself during the whole of the period subsequehtly and in
my absence to Paddy Garvey, Brigade Adjutant, to whom I had given
po;aiee of the codes, We frightened the life ocut of him and he became

as enthusiastic ap ourselves.
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Fventually a Miss Pendy, a neighbour and friend of Austin Stack,
was in charge of the Telephone Exchange, and 1istened in and reported
- everything of importance and otherwise which she heard passing -
through, and we arranged a connection between her and the Dingle
Railway 'phone at Tralee Station for any messages coming from our
forces in the Dingle peninsula and in c&t; she_had_any messages of
importance which should be qent u‘rgently to them, |

All the clerical staff were in our organisation and I got hold
of the Chief Sorter, a Britieh ex-scldier from Limerick, and he helped
me loyall‘v-during the whole of the Tan period. He held any suspected
lettgrs for me and in some cases we re-posted them if I did not require
them. He also suggested from the letters going to them the places
or houses which might be addresses to which British Intelligence
information might be sent. He was a valuable censor for us and he

would not accept any recognition or pensicm for it.

Another ex-British soldier who gave us great assistance was a
clerical officer named Jack Sullivan, a Corkman, who served as a clerk
at Tralee Post Office and was a Volunteer before he went to the
South Africah postal service with the late Diarmnid Crean who had been
the first Secretary of the Volunteers in Tralee in 1913, and a friend
of fustin Stacke.  Both went out to Nairobl and, of course; were
canscripted into the British Arvmmy during the war.

In a raid in Austin Staek's dige at Upper Rock Street, Tralee,.
after 1916 the R.1.C. discovered a letter from Crean to St.ack _
comprumia:lng him with the British authorities and he was dismiaaad .
from the British Arw and from the Post Office. He came back hoame H
and, though he m a mrried man, he took a very-netliva part in the
. Mingle peninsula against the Tans and British forces generally. He
- was in Tadhg Brosnan's columm and fought with him in ambushes and

barrack attacks,
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Jack Sulllvan was demobilised at the close of the war and was
transferred back to Tralee Post Office. He married a friend of M,
Baby Collins of Upper Castle Street, and I becams very friendly with
him, T found he had retained his former loyalty to Ireland and
espacially vhen he realised the policy of the British, Be immediately
decided to help us and proved a valuable acquisition with his army and
post office field training. He brought about, in commmications with
Cork, the ambush of at least two British colums convoying important
Rritish officers and officials from Kerry to Cork. ° '

o J. Cove t De . _ _
T was called to Dublin in April, 1920, by Mick Collins who was
then Director of Intelligence, I.R.A., G.H.Q., and called at 22,
Mary Street, which was his Feaiquarters,

I was ordered to report to Mr, Kevin O'Higgins at the offices
of the Local fovernment Department over Greene's Library or Bookshop
i in Clare Street, for the purpose of advising on measures to prevent
the levy of Criminal Injury decrees on Borough and County Councils
arising out of eclaims by Crown Forces for injuries and deaths sustained

in the Anglo-Irish war.

When I had located the offices, which were cammxflngad under the
name of some firm of Solicitors, the first man I met was what I took to
be a clerical assistant and who I believe.was afterwards in charge of

" the ushers at the Local Government Department at the Custem House.
I don't mmer his name but on enquiry a few years ago I.was told' he
was on the ra'tire;d li'st. He had a slight 1imp acquired, I was told,
during the fighting in 1916. He brought me to another room to Kevin
O'Higzgins and the only other person I remember seeing was Dan McCarthy
who was the Director of Electlona- and with whom I was already
v acquainted, Kevin O'Higgins was acting for William Cosgrave, then

Minister for Local Government, who was either 111 or a guest of cme of
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His Majesty's prisona. I had heard of Kevin O'Higgins from
Austin Stack who had a great admiration for his ability.

" O'Higgins discussed the position with me and I set out to plan
a8 means ;':t‘ .evading the l1ability of the Cotincils for these decrees
which were becoming oppressively heavy on the rates especially in
Dublin and counties like Kerry. T drew up a memorandum setting
out my plan and auggeate& that he should also eonsult some other
friendly officials, Ny memory is that the two officials who were
consulted were Henry Mangan, Dublin City Accountant and Denis

0'Carclan Rushe, Secretary to Monaghan County Council,

A Commission was then set up by the D41l to study the problem
caused by the garnisheeing of the funds of the Coumcils to mset
these decrees and to report on this and othér matters affecting

- Loesal Movernment,

- oL I have a copy of the final report of this Commlssion in which
the terms of reference are set out and the Commisaion held several
Hittings at various places' in Dublin. The Chairmsn was Kevin

O'Higpins, T.D., and the Secretary was Rory O'Connor,

The following were the members of the Commission 1-
Toirdhealbhach MacSuibhme, T.D., Lord Mayor of Cork.
¥, 0'Callaghan, T.T., Mayor of Limerick.
Brian O Ciosoig, T.D., M.D.
Ramon Duegan, T.D.
R.F. Hayes, T.D., M.D.
Tadhg O Cinneide, Accountant, Kerry County Couneil.
Seamus Ua laoidhleis, T.C., Accoumtant Dublin County Council.
Alpstair YMacCaba, T.D.
" Joseph MeDenagh, T.D., Ald. Dublin.

James T, MeCee, County Council, Nublin,
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. Stephen O'¥eara, T.C., Limerick.
- D. Carolan Rushe, Secretary, County Council, NMansghan.
. : ‘T, M. McRussell, County Council, Offaiy,

¥i1l1am Seyers, T.D., U.D.C., Rathmines.

Seamms Breathnach, T.D., Cork.

S5iobhan Bean An Paoraigh, T.C., Publin.

James McNeill, Comnty Counfzil, Dublin,

T

Several sittings were held and witnesees, mostly' officials from
Dublin and the country,were examined.  One of the sittings I
remember held at the house of Mr. John O'Mahony, T.D., was raided by
British Forces but word was sent us by one of the detectives in |
Iblin Cast_lo and we all got away,

One of the witnesses, Johm Iynch of Kilmallock, County Limerick,
-- .¥ho had come up to give evidence, was shot dead in the Royal Exchange
Hotel, Parliament Street. He was mistaken by the British for the
late Liam Lynch, He was, I think, a Solicitor's clerk and Chairman
of the Kilmalloek Rural District Cownecil.

The Commission issued an Interim Repart dated 6th August, 1920,
copy of which is annexed. (Appendix A). Based an this interim
roport and after a meéting of the pmmty_00mcﬂ'a General Council
the D41) Hinistry iseued a letter of instructions to each Council
dated 12th Aupgust, 19_1.’0, tl'{e text of which 1s eet ocut in Appendix A,
of the Final Report issued on Z7th August, 1920,

T remained in Dublin from April, 1920 until the end of Oetober,
1920, returning to Tralee on occasiors and my job was to attend at
the local Govermment Department from 9.30 a.m. o 1 p.m. and at 22
Mary Street from 2 p,m, to any indefinite hour. Mick Collins did
not believe in an B-hour day and I was kept busy for the secand half
of the day and usually into the night,
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Turing the time I was attending the Local Covernment Commiseion
in Dublin in 1920, my brother, Paddy Kennedy, was shot by a Britiash
soldier of the Fast Lancs. Regiment at a place called Gurteens, near
my native village Annadcaul, County Kerry. The telegram informing me
of his death wa.s delivered to me in some Nublin theatre to which I had
gone with An Seabhac, Pidraig & Siochfradha, who was then 0/C,

NMngle Battalion and who was in Dublin, I returned to Tralse and

from there went to the funeral to Ballinacourty, Annascaul,

I return to Dublin shortly after my brother's funeral, I think
about a week or fortnight afterwards and helped to complete the report
on Local Government and I signed the majority report on 27th August,
1920, A typed copy of that report signed by me on the cover under

that date 1s annexed. (Appendix B).

. T intended putting in some memoranda on phases of local
government but I hadn't the time and I was upset by my brother's death,

I assisted Mr. James lawless, who was an official of Dublin
County Council and a member of the Commission, in the preparation of
a memorandum on récmftmnt’, etc. of staff, clerical and otherwise, of
the future Counells. This was held to be outside the terms of

reference and was not included in the Raport.

I continued going to the Local Government Office in Clare Street
(Oreene's Library) until 1t was raided by Auxiliaries and shut down, .
and the Department was transferred to St. Andrew's Hall,

I called as usual at 9.30 a.m, one day and was warned by the
Charweman as T went up the stairs that my friends had lert the night
before taking with them all their papers etc. She slso sald that
there was a gentleman ;ri.th a8 beard sitting in cne of the offices

. apparently waiting for somebody. 7 walked past the offices and looked
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into the room and saw Dr. Maurice Quinlan, Tuberculosis M.D. for
- County Kerry, and later Brigade M.0. Kerry I Brigade, Bitting inside

the office.

T ealled him out and he handed me a bundle of letters and
despatches for myself and for various Covernment Departments. On
coming out on the street I saw Dave Neligan and another young
detective named 0'Commell from TraJ.eé across the street, 0'Connell
was aleo friendly disposed towards us though his father was a retired
R.I,C. Sergeant. The trams used to come quickly along from Merrion
Square and as it was passing the corner Y sprang for the step and got
it. Dr. Muinlan, (R.I.P) had extreordinary big feet and whilst he
managed tocling. on to the tram rail his feet were trailing along the
gromd, The tram conductor pulled the cord and stopped the tram but
did not use any violent languape as he normally would, I mgine he

. had an idea who or what we were. We went up the stairs and half vay
up Kassau Str;aet we mat the Am:iliax;iea coming in lorries to raid the
offices. Lucky for Dr. "uinlan that he wasn't still there, He would
get short shrift with the stuff he had on him,

Lest I forget I wish to pay tridbute here to the loyalty of the
principal Officials of the Kerry County Council, of Messrs. W. F.
Muinlan, County Secretary, Fdmoend Harty, Assistant County Secretary,
of the two County Surveyors, V.D. Doyle and Thomas J. Delahunty (R.I.P)

. of the Clerks.of the Unions and Rural Councils and the three Clerks
of the Yrban Councils. None of these old officials was officially
eonﬁeoted with' the revolutionary mov.ex.:;s;nt'.. Most of them were memﬁers
of the principal families in the Comnty and had much to lose by the
change .in"govamment, perhaps their jobs and even their lives., Their
positions were made unpleasant and dangerous by mﬁneroua raids by
British forces on the offices and ‘banks to discover what was afoot.

— - In no case was there the slightest complaint by us againat their
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loyalty in carrying ocut the orders of théir”r'-eapectiva Councils.

Meetings were held in out;of-the;way placeq_té_ convenience the

. memhers of the Councils who were mostly officers of the I.R.A.
Thedr presence at these meetings made them undergo all the risks
of the members, arrest and death. " Often they wore questioned and
threatened and the British failed in every case to get & tittle of
information from them. They safeguarded the funds of the Cowncils
and faithfully preserved the records of the Councils and prevented
the enemy from getting hold of any documents which could be used
againat them, The funds of the Kerry County Council were held
safely in the names of three prominent men, Messrs. Terence J. Liston,
Sélicitor, Tralee, John Criffin, J +P., Rock Street, Tralee, Merchant,
and Richard Zavage, J.P., Farmer and Cattle dealer; headquarters at
Ballyheigue. I joined the morning train at Kells and at (lenbeigh

. all the passengers were removed to the platform and interrogated by
a military Captain. Luckily, one of the R.I.C. named Holland knew
me when 1 went to school in Dingle from my wicle's, Mr, M. T.Moriarty,
who was pro-British. It never entered his head that I ¢culd be
otherwise, I explained that I had gone to Mr, Tom Fitzgerald,
Clerk of the Unlen, about County Council business and showed him my
papers. He fell for it and I was allowed re-enter the train and
return to Tralee. Fr, Ouinlan came by a later train and had a
tough time to get back, If the Tans had any irkling that a meeting
was in sesslon at the Workhouse they would have raided it with dire
consequences to the members of the Council and the officials, as it
would have resulted in a fight, |

Other meetings were held under similar circumstances and there
was always grave danger, but to me it was all in the day's work,
whilet I can imagine the worry and strain it was to the noen-military
officialn.
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. Missfone to London and Glagmow {1220]..

Y was sent by Mick Collins on two oross-Channel missions, one
to London to make connection between our Intelligence in Londen and
friendly officers in Scotland Yard. I contacted Mr. Denis Kelleher
who was at that time either O/C. or I.0. londen or Britain and
succeeded in oy mission. I stayed in London with a Scotland Yard
Inspector who was a friend of mine. T don't think I would be swise
to put down on paper the names of the officers I contacted but it 1s
sirnificant that the Pritish Covernment some years afterwards
retired a1l the Irish officers, innocent and guilty, on pension,
but they got their full pensions as if they had served their full
time. I never before mentioned this miesion and somebody at the
other side must have been indiscreet. It might have been that some
of them were mixed up in the General Wilson execution and, of course,
theze quit and cams over to this side with Denis Kelleher and

- Sam Maguire.

The other mission wes to Glasgow in commection with the shipment
of arms a8 well as J remember from Aberdeen. Mick Collins
instructed me to call at an address in Rutherglen, a suburb of
Glasgow. T had been to (lasgow several 1;3.1;:93 before as I had an
vncle, a Lieutenant-Comrander, aew:lnfz :!.n British Naval Headquarters
at flasgow., On ewersing from Centrai Station at Glasgow I enquired
of a noliceman what tram shouldd I ta‘{:e to Rutherglen, He was a_
Highland wan and T had a great difficulty in makdng myself understood

. by him, but eventuaily he told me take what he thought was the
correct tram.. T don't remember whether he 'sa;id the blue, red or
white line but off I wont and arrived at ti:e: en:i of the line at a
place called Ryders Men. I could not loéa.te_the address I socught

. ard T was inforned by a Trams Inspector thit I had come to the

wrong place, that Rutherpglen was at the 'ot;hex'- side of Glaggow,
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I trammed my way back to Central Station, and whilat I

locked around XY spotted, in through the window in a Chemist's

i- - shop in Argyll Street or Sachiahaﬁ Stree-t.-,a friend of mine named
Rohble Ashe from Dingle who was work-i:ng as a Chemist there. 1
called in to h:lm-and he got off and acted as my guide to Rutherglen.
Rohbie now deceased was a first cousin of the late Tomids Aghas
vwho died on hunger-strike. We reached Rutherglen and located the
;ddresa which T was looking for in a new street noxt to the country,
T rang the bell and a young lady with a pranounced Scottish accent
onened the door and I msked if the man whose name I had lived there,
She said no but if T called back at 6 p.m. her father would be
bheck from business and he may be able to sgy where ny man lived.
I krew from her attituvde that 1 was at the right place, . Wle

;rand_ered out 4n the country and called at the house again at 6 p.m.

-T rang the bell and the door was opened by a young man whom I

. - recognised, to my a.atmishl-nent, was an ex-British soldier name Joe
Kane from Camp, County Kerry, from my native parish., I shool‘:
hands with him and he invited both of us in when I mentionad.the
man's name I came to sea, He said I was with friends, that the
man who owned the house was Tom Criffin "Tom Cabha® who would get the
man Y wented. Tom-Grirﬂn was also fran Camp and had been in the
R.I.C. He was d‘:lam‘!.ssod from the R. I.q._ and got a gacl sentence
for marrying two ladles at the same time. He used to play in the
same foothall ta_am, Annascaul G.A.A. as myself before joining the
R.I.C. and I knew both men well and trusted them notwithstanding
their British service.

T was received with open arms by Tom Oriffin and I introduced
both to Robble Ashe. Tom Griffin féwmd my contact and brought him

-
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along, and I saw him elome and explained about my mission, that
hé was to ship arms from Aberdeen as arranged by HMick Collina.l The
. man was Hichael 0'Callaghan and Y met him twice afterwards, once in
the Isle of Man in 1927 and afterwards at Colanel David Neligan's
office in Nublin Castle when some appeal was on in the Court of
Appeal by Moray for the murder of Bergin of the Free
State Army. I ¢n)led at an office in Sachiehall Street, Glasgow
which, apparently, was Scottish Headquarters of the I.R.A. and
reported nw- mission carried ont. 7T was received at first by a red-
headed lady named, I think, Miss Flanagan, and I nmet her also in
Dave Neligan's office at the time above referred to. I also mot
gome man in the (Masgow M fice to whom I reported. I don't knowr

who he was,

I then went to my uncle's place in Byndland as if I were on
holiday and stayed there three or four days. Tom Criffin gave me
. some money for Tadhg Brosnan, 0/C., Castlegregory Battalion, and saild
he was sending also a parcel conteining revolvers and ammunitien which
would be delivered to me as I was leaving the boat at the North Wall,
Tublin. friffin, Eene and my cantact were all working at a
Distillery in Claspgow and were apparently members of the I.R.A. or
I.R.B., most likely the latter. I crossed by boat to Dublin and
spent & good part of my time on the bridge with Captain Boggan of
Vexford who was Captain of the boat. He was a friend of @y uncle's
and 1ived in Fyndland, G.lasgmr, quite near my uvncle's., We often
went to Vass together in (Mlasgow when Y was previously over on holidays,
and vweo were good friends. On arrival at the Rorth Wall I waited at
" the head of the gangway but nobhody brought me my parcel. I was
locking anxiouvsly about the ship when the Captain asked me if I were
looking for scmecne. I sald I was expecting a message, probably a
‘. ‘ parcei. He brought me to the hoad of the gangway and pointed out

iw
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and said there is a C.I.D. man at foot of the gangway.

I looked and recognised Pave Neligan and called him up. I
explaiﬁed about the parcel and he went along wi‘t;h me to the Captain's
cabin and we collected the parcel and. Jeft the boat, and carried
the parcei to the Clarence Hotel uhet;-e wa délivared it safely to
the custody of the Head Porter, James Cunningham, a Protestant
member of our Tntellipgenca, They were duly sent later to

Tadhg Brosnan "through the usual channsl”.

I had bought ecme papers in (lasgow before boarding the beat
but did not open them until I arrived in Dublin the following day.
T was horrified to find that the two lorriee sent to Aberdéen were
held up and after a fight my contact was captured but Joe Kane who
was driving the other lorry managed to get away and was nct
captured, ¥y contact wvas tried in Glasgow and grt a long centence,
15 years or something like it, Mick Collins got him out after the
Truce and I believe went over for him. T heard he was shabbily
treated by our Governments and had to go to Fngland to earn his
living at insurance. Dave Neligan knows why and 80 do I but I have
1% only secondhand and will leave it to NDave Neligan to tell the
story if he chooses. It 1s a shabby etory and is in keeping with
the treatment these men received when Mick died. I make no further

ecomment,

Tt was during my sojourn in Dublin in 1920 that I made the
acquaintance of David Neligan and through his- brother, Maurice
Religan, deceased, zot him to join in with the Republican forces.
T gave the otory of how he happened to enter our services already
to the Rureau. His brother, Maurice Neligan, afterwards killed
in 2 motor cycle acecident, was at that time Organizer of the Irish
Transport and Ceneral Workers' Union andluas then almember of the
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I.R.B. Navid Nellgan, now an official in the Irish Land
Commission, has to mv lnowledege written his reminiscences but wea
- vrevented from publishineg them by the Goverrment Regulations. I
think he should be contacted and he may give hls story to the
Purean. T consider &lso that he had been badly treated. He was
a man of undoubiedly pgreat ability and he is left in the Land
Commission without a hope of promotion in a j}ob where his talents

are untterly waated, ‘

T was in Nublin mostly from April to end of October, 192Q
until ¥r. Cahill, who was Brigade 0/C. Kerry I., after numerous
oroteste pgot me transferred back to Tralee before the general
attack on the Tans on the night of 31st October 1920/ 1st November,

1920, commenly cailed "November Night",

- G.H.Q. had originally decided on a genera)l attack on British
Crown Forces on that night as a reprisal for the execution of
¥evin Parry, Orders wore sent out to that effect to each Brigade
0/C., but it wasn't thought necessary to send it to Kerry I. as I
was returning to my headquarters in Tralee in the last week of
October and I conveyed the order to Paddy Cahill. A cancelling
order was sent ocut in the last minute but no cancelling order reached

Kerry I, and the general attack was carried out in our Brigmde area.

My brother, Paddy Kennedy, was shot by a British soldier of
the ¥ast lancs. Remiment at a place called Curteens, near my native
villape Annascaul, County Kerry. The telegram informing me of |
his death was delivered to me in same Dublin theatre to which I had
gone with An Seabhac, Pédraig O Siochfradha, who was then o/c.,
Dingle Battalion end who vas in Dublin. T returned to Tralee and

from there went to the funeral to Ballinacourty, Amascaul, I

. came back to Tralee during the week following the funeral which
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took place on 21st Ausmust, 1920, but did not sleep at my digs at

Nelson Street, now Ashe Street, A friend of mine who was Bishop
. of Savannah, U.S.A., named Michael Keyes or Kaye called at my digs
to see me and sympathise with me, Ve were former schoolmates at
the Christian Rrothers School, Dingl.e » where ‘he became a Menitor
before emigratinz to the U.S.A, Father Jolm Kennedy, O.P., a
cousin of mine, was President of the Diocesan College at Washington
where Bishop Keyes became a teacher or professor and from which he
was elevated to the Rishopric of Savannah. Mrs. Byrnes, our
landlady, mistook him for Ja priest and invited him to occupy my room
and bed for the night until I came back the following day. Two
shots were fired from the opposite side of the street by a party of
British militarv at the shadow which appeared on the window blind,
but neither of the bullets his His Lordship but lodged in the
opoosite wall. He threw himself, clothes and all, into bed and
stayed there until morning. The bullete were ,303 fired from a

rifle or rifles,

An inquest was held on my brother though it was prohiblted by a
Government telegram to the Coroner, Dr. John O'Connell, LL.D., and
a8 verdict of wilful murder was returned against a soldier, lmown as
Cinger eorge and Jaspar a Black and Tan. ‘The soldler named Ginger
| Neorge was transferred to another Fnglish Regiment but Jaspar the
Black and Tan was captured and exécuted, despite my protest, and
buried in the Ranna sandhills. His remains were subsequently
exnosed by the blowing away cf the sand and I had his corpse
transferred to "ngland by the Kerry County Gouncil for burial., I had
alreadv certified his execution so that his wife and family could get

the compensation paid by the Rritish Government.

. The Rritish military also held an Inquiry in lien of the Inquest

at which finper feorge gave evidence to the effect that my brothex;
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vas pointed out to him by a Sergeant Clarke,of Tralee R.I.C., as

- an I.R.A. officer and sald he was the man who shot Sergeant Moleoney,
R, I.G.; Amascaul, 4n December, 1919, arising ocut of the trial of
the Walsh family of Annascaul at Cork Asslzes. DSergeant Moloney
was shot ir the backside by a first cousin of miqe, another Pat
Kennedy of Cowrduffmorse, Armascaul. . Thz weapon used was & shotgun
and the Sergeant was onljr slightly wommded as he had a greatcoat on
him which prevented the pellets from penetr.ating his bottom very far,
and not mﬁch damagg_ was done. The eviden'ce described how Sergeant
"larke pointed out.'nw brother to Ginger Ceorge in his own home which
is a pub., Iater that dayé. young man named Jack Kennedy of Anagap,
who was returnine from a funeral at Inch with a number of others
and vho had been at the ambush at Ballinclare on ths previous day,
ran away at the approach of the lorry of Tar;a and military who had
been scouring the country about., Kennedy ran towards the mountain
at Curteen and was followed by Ginger fGeorge and the Tan, Jaspar.

- Jack Kennedy escaped them but thew came on my brother in a
hothareen with twn' young lads named Counihan and James Mannix, now
K.T. at Ballinalee, County Longford. Counihan is in the U.S.A.
(inmer GCeorge sald he recognised my brother as the I.R.A. officer
pointed out to him 4n the morning by Sergeant Clarke and shot him.
The Tan whe was with him did not fire,

I had this information from Mr. ';?_.ugen'e Downing, Crown Solicitor,
whose brother was ¥r. Francis Downing, Solicitor to Kerry County
Couneil, who was a great friend of mine, Officem and men from all
three Kerr& Brigades attended the fureral and the British military
and Tans were present but did not interfere and he was vuried with
full military honours.

Paddy Cahill, Brigade 0/C. RKerry I. met me on my arrival from
. Mublin for the funeral and said I was to take no action by way of
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reprisal for my brother's death. He was aware that I had a good

i deal of inflnence with the Pattalion Officers, espscially with
Tadhg Trosnan, O/C., Castlegregory Battdlion, but I assured him I
would do nothing which had not the approval of G.H.Q. and his
approval as well. In fact, I had to use all my powers of persuasion
to prevent any 1ll-conceived attacke on the British., . T returned to
Dublin shortly after my brother's funeral, I think about a week or a
fortnight afterwards ,l and helped to complete the Report on Local
“overnment and I signed the majority report on 27th August, 1%20.
T intended putting in soms memoranda on phases of local government
but I hadn't the time and I was upset by my brother's death and the

effect it would have on my sister with whom he was living at the time,

All the monies of the Council were duly accounted for at the
subsaquent audit after the struegle was over., I think it is time

) tt-:at. tribute shouldt be paid to the invaluable assistance given to us
by these men., All honcur to them and may those of them who have

died gain eternal bliss,

As an example I remember one occasion when the Kerry County
Couneil held one of thelr meetings ;at. the Office of the Doard of
fuardiane at the Workhouse, Caherciveen, about a mile east of the
town.,  The members of the Council, all "wanted" men, came from all
parts of the County Kerry, some by boat from the Dingle and North
Kerry districts and some by "shamks mare", The meeting was held
after dark and proceedings lasted until after midnight. Mr. Quinlan ’
the Secretary, and I travelled by train from Tralee and took our papers
for the meeting with us. We left the trairn at Kells which is the
next stop before reaching Caherciveen and walked from there to the
Workhouse. I had finished the finance portion of the meeting about

9 p.m. and had nothing much else to do. Tom Clifford, O/., 2nd
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Battalion, who was a member of the Council, suggested that we go
down the backway to Caherciveen for a drink, I got permission

. from the Chairman (An Seabhac) to go, and Tom Clifford, who was a
native of Cahérciveen, led the way down away from the roads by a
shott.cit, Ve went into Denls J. 0'Connell's pub. by the back way
and had a few drirks in the spug there. Nenis 0'Connell was an
old friend of both of us and B Rewublican of long standing. After
some time some local, who was a Volunteer, .came into the snug and
after a hurried consultation they decided to attack some lorries
of Tans who had gone to a vlace locally lmown as "over the water",

‘ I refused to hove anything to do with 1t as it had not the amthority
of the 0/C,, Xerry JIT. Brigade, in whose ten-itory'ua were, I
advised 7lifford to have nothing to do with it unless he had the
consent of Jeremiah Rlordan who was O/C. Kerry IIT, He took no heed

. : of my advice but went away with the local man. About an hour

aftervards we heard some shots and eaw the glare of a fire down the
.etrest, Tenis Q'Co-nell made encuiries and found that three houses
vere set fire to by the Tans who had been ambushed coming back from
"over the water”. One of the houses was a drapers shop owned by
Jeremiah 0'Connell, a brother of Nenis, and two houses owned by Joseph
Frennan, later Senator Bremnan. Feedless to say, that was the last

T saw of Tom Clifford for that night as I thought.

Tom Fitzmerald, Clerk of the Union, had a hotel mext to

OtConnel¥s and I sent for him as we expected Denis O'Connell's to
be burnt down also as he was a prominent Sinn Feiner like his brother
NMarmid. Joe Bremnan vas also a prominent Gaelic Leaguer, as woll
Aas Sinn Feiner., ‘Tom Fitzgerald took me into his hotel and upstairs
a3 the bar and ground floor was ) crowded with Taps apd R.I.C. I
remained there until after midnight and then went by the backwmay

-. shortcut to the Workhouse imder the suidance of a man sent by Tom FPite,
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When I arrived Tom Clifford was awaliting me but the remainder of
the Counecil and the Secretary had departed, Tom and I had a

. - feed and a few drinks from the good sisters of the Mercy Order and
we slept that night in the general ward with the inmates as the
.safest place to stay. Soms of the inmates kicked up a row as they
complained they could not sleep owing to & kind of whistle made by

a broachial tube when Tom was sleeping.

Tom went by boat from Coonana and reached the other side of

¥

Ningle Bay at Annascaul and so reached his Battalion.

Ambush at Findlaterts Churech, Dublin,

Another incident during one of my visits to Dublin was my
visit with Mick Collins to the Gaelic League Rooms in Rutland
Square, now Parnell Square, to vet a prospective Brigade I.0. from
the Vest. of Treland, Wayo or Sligo. Ve left 22, Mary Street,

. G.H.O. of Intelligence, and called at the faelic league Rooms.
After owr interview with our msn I advised Mick that I did nu£
think him suitable for the job. We laft and proceeded up the
Square and across to Finalaters Church where we turned about and
went down towards O!Comnell Street aleng by the Rotunda railings
on the right-hand side. About half ways down the street towards
the Parnell Manument Mick was overtaken and stopped by a emall
man and he hurried me along to a gate half-ways or so down and told
me go along a concrete footpath towards what was then the Post

Office Parcels Office.

T entered the building just after I heard shots and explosions
up towards Findlaters Church and I was immediately given overalls
and was put loading parcels into square wickerwork containers. I
. vas probably engaged in this work for about twenty to thirty
mirutes when all was quiet again and I was relieved of my overalls
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and returned back the concrete path to the éate vhere I originally
entered. On emerging out of the gate I walked right into an
Auxiliary who held me up and searched me for a gun and then I
produced a Military permlt in an assumed name which I got from a
friendly officer from Ballymullen Barracks, .Tralee. Just as the
Awxiliary was éxamining. the permit who came along but Jimmy Murphy,
. a-Captain in the Auxillaries, son of Mr. James Molyneaux Murphy,
Sollecitor, Tralee. He looked at the permit and sav the nams and
shook hands with mes and cailed me by the name in the permit. I
knew -then that I was e;at‘e though when I saw him coming my knees
bogan to wobble with fright. His father committed some offence for
which his name was to be struck off the Register of Solieitors, To
. save their .r‘athar both of lhis sons Jinmy and Harry joined the
British Army during the war and Jimmy joined the Awciliaries.
Before he joined the Auxiliaries his appointment was captured by
| us in the post and he was tarr;ad énd feat.hér'od by the local I.R.A.
- ' He told the other Awxiliary that I was a friend of his, he took me
under his wing and asked me whether I could get him in touch with
Pan B'rowne, Soiicito_r, Qr Tralee {now Laﬁd éouﬁnission Judge) who
‘wa.s then a much-wanted man anﬂ was working in the Office of Home
Affatre (Austin Stack, Minister) on the Quays over Cantlls, the
optic:l.an.‘ On turning about 'J’ wasg horr:lﬁed to see Mick Collins
| Just standin}g outside the gate where Y came out. He was with a
big D.M.P. policeman anparently in canversation with him and as
Mleck was tall anyene wonid assume he was a G-man or detective from
Dﬁ'blin Castle. I promised Jimmy lﬁrphy I would ask Dan Browme if
he would meet him and he gave me a 'phone number at Fountjoy Gacl
where he wags Iin charge of an Auxiliary detachment. He shouted
-instructions to the next Auxiliary further down to pass me along and
Just as Y astepned out Mick joired me and we were passed along from

- one Auxiliary to another down to the Parmell Monument.
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Just as I got down to the Monument I saw Michael Knightly,

then reporter on the Independent Staff and a 1916 man and now just
retired as Chief of the D41l reporting staff, standing near the _
Honument with Mr., Quinlan, then County Secrgtary in Kerry and now
County Manager for Kerry, who was apparently looking for ms,
Mick Fnightly lmew Mick Collins and T could see him restraining

" Mr, fuinlan from coming over to me, Mick and I went over to Quinlan's
publichouse at the bottom of Rutland Square and went upstairs to a
room where I explained to him about Jimmy Murphy. He told me get
Dan Browne to make contact with him and Dan later arranged to meet him
at the Theatre Royal, T was with Dan but I met Dave Neligan in the
Bar and, as Y did not sant him teo kmow Dan Browne nor James Murphy, 1
went off with Dave Neligan and left Dan Browne and Captain Murphy on

their own,

Mick Collins had given me a card which I was to produce to the
" Head Porter at the Gresham Hotel to enable me to stay in a room there
on the night of the ambush., I producéd the card to the Read Porter
and he was very excited and told me that an Auxiliary had called to
enquire if T was staying at the Hotel and he gave my own and my
assmmed name and gave a fdithful description of me that T had a
‘mourning badge on my coat-arm, The porter satisfied the Awdliary

that no such man was staying there.

The Auxiliary was none other than Jimmy Murphy vho that evening
on reflection came to the conclusion that the man who went with ma froem
the Rotunda was a C.I.D. man and that I was pinched. He tried the
Castle and other gacls and eventually tried the Gresham Hotel where he
inew Mr, Tuinlan was ataying.l I went off to 3, lanasdowne Terrace,
Rallsbridge, where Austin Stack was staying in the house of Mrs,.Gordon,

later Mra. Stack. I sent a message to Mick Collins and Mick sent a
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tailor along named Paddy Bovler of the (uays (a Kerryman) to f£it mo
out with a new and different outfit within twenty-four hours. I

- resumed duty, saw Dan Browne, ‘phoned Jimmy Murphy at Hourlxt:}ay Prison
and arranged with him to meet Dan Browne at the Theatre Royal. I
subsequently met Mr. Muinlan who wanted me in connection with some

County Couvncil huﬂ:lnee;s. ’

Secret Room at Henry Street, Dublin,

T remember one day at 22, Hary Streot, word came that the sector
about Henry Street and Mary Street was completely surrounded by British
forces and a house-to-house search was being carried out within the

sector..

Mick Collins took me dowm to Henry Street and up the stairs in one
of the houses. We wont along a corridor till we reached what I took
to be a bookease., He touched a espring or something and opened up the

. bockcase and we went throigh into a darkened rocm Mch T noticed had
no windows; He closed tho entrance and locked them firaly with &
contraption of levers. He told me the escape roocm was constructed by
Batt OtConnor, a Kerryman builder coﬁtractor settled in Dublin for some
years previcusly. Ve heard the tramping of the British eoldiers
along the corﬂdor and the sound of thelr rifles as they touched the

-

floor. .

We spent the whole night there and were not released wntil the
.tollo\dn_g day. We slept on the floor, at least Mick did as I heard his
heavy breathing. T know I didn't sleep much and I was feeling anything
but happy. Batt O'Consor built similar escapes in other houses in the
city and he offered to canstruct sm‘in Tralee for my p:;oteotion but
I was able to manage without them, '

. 3 Lansdowne Terrace, Dublin,
I stayed in houses in Publin with Mick but in the majority of
occasions T hadn't the fogriest notion where Y was, T stayed often
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at Mrs., Cordon's with Stack at 3, lLansdowme Terrace, and on cme
occa.sicn ¥ick Collins and Austin Stack met Lord Monteagle, an old

- . man with a long beard, by appointment. I don't kmow what they
‘had imder discussion but they mst have overstayed their time. I
arrived at lansdewne Terrace, to which I had a standing invitation
from Mrs. Gordon, just on the start of curfew and capplicated the
accommodation arrangements as there were only two rooms available
for cuests. One room had, of course, to be assipgned to Lord
Monteagle, and ¥ick, Austin and I had to ocoupy the other. We got
into bed and I occupled a2 central position, but I found I could not
sleep what with the heat and the rumblings of the military and
police vehicles past the house to Ballsbridge and elsewhere. I
slinped out and iay down on the floor which was covered with a
thick carpet. I took the eiderdown off the bed and rolled myself

~ up in it and slept sound until morning. I often slept under worse
conditions at places in Kerry.

”

Rrisade Meotings,

I remember slegping at a house in Camp vit;h Joe Malinm,
Bricade Vice 0/C., after a Prigade meeting in Camp schoolhouse.
The bed was quite hard and Joe kept discussing till morning the
affairs of tha meeting ete., and T am afraid he talked for a leng
time to a man in dreamland ae I was very tired after walking from
Tralee; ten miles,

I slept on another occasien at a little cottage owned by a
man named freany beside the Dingle Railway and Camp-Tralee public
"' road after a Brigade meeting also held at Camp echool. I had the
Bripade Adjutant with r_ne,' Paddy My. then we reached the
cottage it was 2 or Bja.m. and we had to rout out the occupants,

an old man ani his deughter, Both got out of their beds (two)
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which wore in the same room. They were the old-fashiocned timber
- beds with feather ticks. The weather was very cold but when I

got into my bed, the one vacated by Miss Greanmy, it was quite hot

and I was quite comfortable and slept till morning about 9 or 10

a.m.'

Shooting of Bob McElligott,
0/C,, 6th Battalion,
Carvey and I set out for Tralee, about.. seven or eiél;t miles,
and were jJoined by Bob McElligott of Listowel, the 0/C. of Listowol
Battalion. After some time the norning train came along from
Mngle and T p;nt up my hand and stopped the train. I was Chairman
. of the Committee of Manacement and though tﬁera was no station, the
trein pulled up at the roadside, I trteci to persuade my two
companions to travel in by train but they c;msidered it too risky
. as Carvey had a number of documents. I elimbed into the train
and just beyond Derrymore Br:ldm:ua met a large cycle party of
military coming along the public road. They didn't hold us up but
passed along towards Camp., At Derrymore Bridge the two I.R.A.
officers spotted their advance guard and GCarvey, who knew the terrain
well as he was a native of the peninsula, turned up a bye-road to the
right towards some houses at the foot of the mountain. The road was
screened from the military for the whole distance up to the hounses

and Garvey succeeded in reaching them and dumping his documents.

Unfortunately Bob McElligott took the road to the left towards
the sea which was open all -the way to the military. Apparently the
military called on him to halt but, whether he heard the order or not,

' he kept on his uay and the soldier fired and shot him dead. Garvey
returned to the public road to find that his companion was dead.
The military thomght he was a local and ordered him to procure a pony

and oart and tock him back to Tralee with the corpse. They were
taken to Ballymillan Military Barracks where McElligott's people
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from Listeowel put Bob in a coffin and took him away for burial,
farvey was held a priscner for a few deys and sixbsequently released,
. He réturned to his job at the Co-Operative Society premises in The

Square, Tralee,

.What we didn't know that morning vas that an ambush had taken
place that night at Connor Hill and the military were on their way

out. to the district that morning when we ran into them. Another
I.R.A. officer, Paddy Kelly, Assistant Brigade Fngineer, was on his

way back to Tralee from the ambush at Cloghane when he also
encountel;ed them. . Hls story should be got. He lives at The
Kennels, Celbridge, County Kildare, and he was one of the two men
who shot. Major McKennon, 0/C., Auxiliaries, Tralee, at Tralee Golf

Links.

Sack of Trim, County Meath,

" 1 remember one day that David Neligan called to 22, Mary Street,
- _  to Bee Mick Collins and told him in my presenc'e that, as a re{ult of
an attack on British forces at Trim in County Meath, the Awdliaries
and Tans at the Castle had plamned to sack the town of Trim as a
rept-iéal. Noligan said he would 1et.- Mick know the time of ?t.tack
and volunteered to go with the I.R.A. in the attack on the British.
Mick, apparently, had been in touch with Trim and he told me that
t.he;ra would be no reprisal by the British as soame Church dignitary
at Trim had arranged with the Briﬂsh that there would be no reprisals
there, and he believed it absolutely. The guarantes by the British
wasn't kept and Trim was campletely sacked that night as reported by
Navid Neliran. Ifick was very upset by the incident and was very
grateful to Dave Neligan. I don't think he ever after tock notice

of any guarantee or advice by the clergy or Yocal civilians.
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Sereeant Michael Costello, R.T.C. 1920-1921,

Sergeant Costello was a native of Glin, County Limerick, and he
was in touch with the I.R.A. Tntelligence headquarters at Cork before
he came to Tralee. Florry Nonoghue, another Kerryman, was Brigade
1.0, to Cork Wo. I and he told Nostello to get in touch with me when
he came to Tralee, He was ih the habit of going alons into the pub
owned by Paddy Muinlan of Rridpe Street, Tralee, for a drink, and he
asked Paidy if he lmew me. I was actually sleeping at Paddy Cuinlan's
by night at that time. He said to Paddy to tell me that he had come
from Nork and that he had a message for me from a friend in Cork.

T made an appointment to meet him after closing hours in Paddy's shop
and, in the meantime, T found ocut that he was the successor as Crime
Special Sergeant to Sergeant O'Rourke, who had served ms falthfully

and long for years past. He called as arranged to Paddy's, but before
I could see him the Tans raided the place, but it was only for a drink,
They found nobody but Serpeant Costello, but both myself and Jack lawlor,
with whom I was sleeping, went out on the roof for safety and it was a
eold frosty night and we were in pyjamas and no boots. When the Tans
left T went down to the bar and met Costello and he gave me a noﬁe from
Plorry Nonoghue. Thus I had a new and valuable ally at R.I.C.

Headquarters again where I also had the County Inspector, James Duffy.

During the whole time he was in Tralee Sergeant Costello regularly
supplied me with the code every menth end vherever it was changed in
between as it scmetimes was, He also sent me word of every raid by the
Tans 8nd gave we a line on the attitude of every member of the old
R.T.C. in the barracks. Sergeant Clarke, who was District Inspector's
clerk, volunteered to go on raids with the Tans. He explained to
Costello that he did so because he believed he would get promotion and

expected in time to be made & Nistrict Inspector, as others were who

went out with the Tans and murder gangs. He sent word to me that
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Head Constable French, Sergeant Clarke and a Tan named Heapy from

- Sligo would raid my digs for me on a certain night with masks on
their faces and do me in, The raid took place on the night
mentioned btut T was not. there, as Richard Hudson, solicitor, who was
gecretary of the Freemason Lodge, and a former schoolmate of mine N
had also warned me and told me to go and stay with his mother at
Strand Street in the house which is now the Fon Secoﬁra Home, Hudson
was a descendant of the Mason family of whom one was Robert Emmet.
Hudson's mother was formerly a Miss Kate Rawn Mason of Dingle, a
Catholic who turned Protestant and married -Dr. Hudson of Dingle.
Rer father was a Protestant and Chief Clerk in Lord Ventry's Estate
Office in Ningle, and her mother was Huggard, a devout Catholie.
There is a tradition mentioned to by Richard Hudson that his
‘kinsman, Robert Tmmet, is buried in the old Protestant graveyard at
Rlennerville, Tralee, his body having been secretly brought from
Dublin for burial,

fostello also sent word to me that Willie ¥cCarthy of Lixmaw,
Battalion ‘T.0. to Lixnaw Battalion, who was in Tralee on a visit,
would be arrested by the Tans and done in when ‘they caught him. Y
located McCarthy at Lawlor's Hotel and warmed him and told him to got
out of town as quickly as he could. He went to Moore's Yard in
Pembroke 3treet and was actually in a pony and trap about to go to
Ardfert where he had relatives, but at the last moment he decided to
go to the Dominican Church o Confession. He returned to Lawlor's
Hotel where he was arrested and taken by two Tans to the R.I.C.
barracks. He was taken ou* that night by Head Constable Benson and
soma Tans and taken into The Green where he was mrdered after
torture. His arms were twisted and broken to extract from him
information about the Brigade I.O. to Kerry I Brigade.
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. I have no doubt but were it not for Sergeant Costello, the
Tans and R.I.C. would have done me in also, Sergeant Clarke
" suspected who T was when County Inspector Blaney gave him the message

about the raid for Paddy Cahill on Paddy Cantillon's in Caherina.

Towards the end of the Anglo-Irish war Serpeant Costello was
" tranaferred to the Nepot in Dublin and I notified Mick Collins. He
had difficulty in making contact in Dublin but aventually he did
through a Franciscan or Capuchin priest there and did further good

work for Mick Collins.

Costello, through my representations, got a job as clerk in the
office of Nean Roe, Board of Works engineer, during the Truce, After
a time Nean Roe pot to know of Costello's activities during the Tan
period and he sacked Costello who promptly complained to me. I wrote

N to Mick Collins and Dean Roe, after an inquiry; lost his job and
. nos-t.ello was reinstated and held the job til] he died. After his

death, his wife qualified as a midwife and I got her a job as midwife
under the Board of Health and Public Assistance. For scme reason or
other, she left Kenmare and I loat track of her. I think she returned

to Calway which was her native place,

County Inspector James Duffy, R.I.C. 1920-1921,

When I came back to Tralee at the end of October, 1920 (at the
ureent request of Paddy Cahill, Brigade O/C. to G.H.Q.) I found that
there were same changes in the persomme). at Tralee R.I.C. Headquarters,
Sergeant N'Rourke, Crime Special Sergeant, had retired and had been
replaced by a Sergeant Michael Costel)o who came from Cork. County
Inspector Heard had been tramsferred to the Depot at Dublin and was
replaced by County Inspector James nn.ffy who had been in the British
army during the war and left it as a Yajor or a Captain. Mr. Duffy

E was son of an R.I.C. Sergeant and was born in Tralee. He was
educated at the local schools and at Blackrock College, Dublin, where
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he was a schoolmate of Mg Valera's and of Paddy Cahill's and other
Kerry boys. He went from Blackrock Colleze to Skerry's Coilege,
St, Sterhen's Creen, where he was a classmate of mine. Ve were very

friendly there. He was a candidato for a cadetship in the R.I.C.

whilst T was preparing for a Second Division clerkship in the Civil

Service (Britich), Ve attended the same classes as the syllabus was

the same.

Later, he had a brother, Jack Nuffy, in the Rational Bank, Tralee,
when I was an official in the County Council of which the National

Bank vwas 'l‘reaam-ezj.

In the week before lst November, 1920, I strolled into the Grand
Hotel, Tralee, and in the bar I noticed a strange man with Michael Walsh
of The Mall, Tralee, who had also been with Duffy at Blackrock College.

. There was nobody with me and Michael Walsh (who was in the I1.R.B.)

called me over and introduced to me James Tuffy who had been inquiring
for Paddy Cah:lll-- and myself since he came to- Tralee. He was in plain
clothes and he asked me about Cahill and said he heard he was gone out
to the hills, We stayed t111 about 10.30 p.m. in the bar and Hick Walsh
had left us aleme. I accompanied him to the door of the R.I.C. barracks
and on the way there he asked me could I get a message sent to Paddy to
meoet bim somewhere near Tralee. He would guarantee him safety to the

rendezvouns,

I went out and saw Paddy Cahill in Fibough camp and Paddy agreed to
meet him wherever and whemever T arranged the verve, Mr, David
Moriarty was clerk of the Crown and Peace for Kerry and his office was
in the Courthouse, Tralee. He had previously been Chairman of the
Kerry County Cowncil and was a great friend of ﬂm. Ha lived at
Ballyard, a short distance outside the town of Tralse, and he had no
"ﬁ'érscp in the house except Mrs. Morlarty and a servant. I arranged with
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him that he would be away from home with Mrs., Morlarty on a certain
evenin'g and that the house_keepar or maid would let us 1n and show us
to the meeting room. Duffy and T left the town and walked to
Ballyard House together and were ushered into the diningroom by the
housekesper. In a short time Paddy Cahlll came.in and joined us.

The table was laid for tea or supper and there were some bottles of
whiskey and sandwiches on the table. It was a hanpy reunion in
turbulent times and Jim Nuffy and myself enjoyed it. Paddy Cahill
was an intolerant teetotaller during his life and had no drink. Ve
discussed the pros.-and cons of the struggle and Jim Nuffy voluntesred
to Paddy to go out with him and serve in any capacity they wanted him,
He sald he was uwnmarried, had nobody depending on him and that he was
suffering from some fom.of T.B. as a result of gas attacks in the
war. He sald he saw no reason why he wouldn't fight for the freedom
of his own country after going through "hell" for the freedom of other
natione, small and big. We came to the conclusion that his services
. would ‘ﬁe mere valuable to the I.R.A. if he remained‘on in his positien
at the barracks and I explained to him how important he could be to

our Intellipgence,

He agroed to our propcsals and from that day forward I had two
of the most important contacts in Ireland, the County Inspector and
the Crime Special Sergeant, Michael Costello. I 41d not let either
of them know that the other fellow was in it and they were beth
supplylng me with the same atuff and were a check on each other.
flostello had a suspicion that Duffy was in the swim ag he knew what I -

was and saw me often with Tuffy.

During 1921 Nuffy got worse in health and had to stay in bed in
the frand Hotel where he_was attended by a Bon Secours nurse until

- he dled, His successor was a brother of Surgeon Blaney of Dublin,
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and he persuvaded Blaney to continue his help and sent for me and
introiuced me In presence of his Bon Secours nurse whose brother
was a Rattalion O/C. in Yest Cork., This brother of hers was killed

in one of the wars,

Blaney continued to sunnly me with information and on ome
occasion when the Tange had discovered that Paddy Cahill had come
home to Tralee to see his mother and was staylng at the house of
Padriy (‘-anti.ll-on s an ex-British Hussar at Caherina, Tralee, he sent
word by Sergeant Clarke to me, Clarke 414 not tell me,but he let
his wife accidently lnow and she conveyed it to ms unknown to the
Sergeant, who was a "bad hat"™, T pgot Paddy away before Clarke and
the Tans arrived at Cantillon's house, I advised Blaney that
flarke was dangerous a.nd he went on sick leave to the Canary Islands

and never resured duty.

County Inspector James Duffy dled at the Grand Hotel, Tralee,

in 1921, and wvas buried at Tralee.

British Spy - Hardy,

Father Carmody, & native of Ardfert, was an American priest
home on holidays. His brother, James Carmody, now living at Tralee,
vas the Rattalion Adjutant to Ardfert Battalion, and Tom Clifford,

& 1916 man and native of Caherciveen end now living there, was 0/C,

of the Rattalion.

Father Carmody had some money from the U.S.A. which he propoeed
to exchange in Dublin Headquarters for small arms and ammmition of
which the battalion was in dire need.

Father Carmody and Tom Clifford proceeded to Dublin and
contacted Sean McVahon, who was Q.M.G. of the I.R.A. The stuff

was available but could not be handed over except on the requisition
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of a Tripade Officer, Tom Clifi‘ford knew I wae 4in Dublin and _
- ha located me and asked m2 to sign the raqu:l.s:ltion. Although I
had no authority to do s0 T agreed to sign as T knew how
deaperatcly in need the Kerry Battalions were. The three of us
went to PFranswick Street where the N.Y.G's office was and met
Sean YeYahon, bu® there was, in another roam, & comedy going on
and we saw the assembly through a window to which Sean took us.
Tt wae an asserbly of Journalists from all parts of the world
rresided over by Arthur ~riffith, wvhich wms attended by a Dritish
apy namad Hardy, or ‘ooding and other namee - en ex-criminal. He
was told it wono A meeting of the heads of the I.R.A. and Oriffith
led him up the garden path till, finally, the spy was unmasked
before tha whole asserbly of foreign Journalists, He was told

to leave the comtry forthwith and he did.

- faptal tor Auxilisries, 1920

T mde it my business to lmow every Ait_xiliaw policeman
statiened at Tralee and to find out all abont them, Most of them
took excesslive Arink, soms had eriminel) records, and some - a few —
ware Adscent men who cawe over to earn the £1 per day as they were
unable to get a decent fob in freat Britain. One of the decent
fellows T came acroas was Captain b’emtor, a tall good-looking man
of soldierly bearing. He came over to restore law and order and,
as he thongbt to carry out the dwties of =n ordinary policemnn, )
to prevent robhery and murder, and all the other orimes he was told
ware rampant, In Ireland. Tralee was his first station and he
could be seen directing the traffic at the street crossings in
Mleo‘and ponerally carrying out the duties of the ordinary
voliceman. T got to be Priendly with him and we used to have
discussions about the position. He was surprised that there wsre
80 many of the old policemsn - the old R.I.C. - still serving.

He got to know the people and found that. thoy. were law-abiding but
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that they wanted to govern themselves in their own way. His

- experience was that the vast majority of the people wanted it that
way and they wanted to do it quietly and constitutionally if they
were allowed to do Bo. He came to the conclision that he was induced
to enlist-. f;:-audulently, and eventually decided to resign and go back
home, He was occasionally sent on sorties oul in ths country but

came into conflict with nobody,

On one occasion on a Monday morning I was returning by train fram
my home, Annascaul, to Tralee vhere I was employed as County Accountant,
Tt wae a fair day in Tralee and there was a considerable number of
people on the train travelling to Tralee, some from Ballyferriter over
forty miles from Tralee. I was on the train travelling Piret Claes
as befitted the C!;aiman of the Railway Company. Vith me in the
carriage was Colonel Chute, a local landlord who was Commanding Officer
- of the Munster Fusiliers whose headquarters was Ballymullen Barracks,
Tralee., He was typical of his clasg, tall and gentlemanly, and
éporting one eyeglass held by 4 string. The other occupant of the
small compartment, the smoker, was Mr. Justin McCarthy, J.P. of Inch,
Arnascaul, if possible more pro-British than Colonel Chute, He had
lost two sons in VWorld War I and regarded the I.R.A. as more criminal
than even the English did. He was unpopular in the peninsula as he
had been Chief Bailiff in his younp days for Sam H-uaaey; a notorious
Land Agent and evictor. He had carried out evictions for Sam Hussey
and was rewarded by getting a place from which the local medical officer,
Nr. Kane, had been ejected, I remember in my boyhood days thaﬁ he was
escorted everywhere bv two R.I.C. men armed with rifles. HNaturally,
he was unfriendly to my father and aggressively so to myself. 4s a
reprisal for some occurrence in the Mngle Peninsula Captain Mentor was
dispatched with a mmber of Auxiliaries and Tans to hold up the Dingle
train at Derrymore, five or six miles west of Tralee, and Prevent the

veople from going to Tralee,
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Ve were all taken out of the Tralee train at Derrymore and
lined vo along the side of the road opposite the train. Captain

~ Mentor walked along the line of people and when he came to me he

told me to zo over to the other side of the road next the train. He

went along to the end of the line and then addressed them and told

them all to go back to whence they came, Hé then came across to me

and told me I could eontinue my journey to Tralee., I felt anything
but confortable and asked him why he had turned back the 0/C. of the
Hunsters. He said he didn't know him and would I be good enough to
introduce him. I took hj.n over to the Colonel and he was all
apologles to him and told him he could t.mvel with me, T then t.horught
of Juat:l.n ¥eCarthy who was standing near and appealed to Captain
ant.or on his behalf. Colone]. Chute confirmed my appeal and McCarthy
was all&fed into the train also. All the other people were left
behind to £ind their wavy howe as best they could, Colonel Chute was
profuse in his thanks to me fox; ge.tting him in, b_ut. Justin was
truculent and said he could not understand how a Sinn Feiner; as he
deseribed me, h‘ad influence with ihe Auxiliaries, and said he would
lodqe a complaint about it. I éonveyed to him that it would be g
bad day for him if he ai4, and the Colmel counld not see why a son of
my mother's shouldn't have a say more so than people like Justin. He
didn't 1ile Just:ln as an upstart and a aervant of Sam Hussey's and a
bailiff and he took a poor view of having him on the Bench as a

Juatice of the Paace heside gent.lamen 1:I.ke himself., He never employed

a balliff, as he had never an occasion to. Ii' one of his terants got
into difficulties he came to his assistance instead of evicting him.

Consequently he was very popular.

Justin thought better of making any report. . Mentor resigned
from the Auxiliaries and went home shortly afterwards.
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Visit to Lower Castle Yard Canteen with Pave Neligan, 1920,

It was revorted to Tntelligence Headquarters at 22 Mary Street,
Dublin, that spotters were being sent up from Tralee to Dublin to
t.ry and locate Auwstin St.m.;k, M:ln..‘.ater- for Home Affairs, who was a
much-wanted man.,  After a conference at 22 Mary Street it was
decided that I should go into the canteen at Jower Castle Yard with
Dave FNeligan and have a look around to see if I could recognise any
snch persons, Dave and I wont in through the main gate from Dame
Street and proceeded right up towards the bullding in which was the
canteen., T did not bargain for meeting with anyone who might know
me and, jodge of my consternation when I ran into a Mr. Quinlan-
¥urphy, Dave Neligan picked up a big D.M.P. policemsn in u:;ifom and
I don't remsmber how he introduced me, probably as a friend up from
. : the country on holidays, '

Ye went up three or four timber steps to the canteen and there
T was In the midst of & whole lot of huge policemen, mostly in

uniform, and I wes presented with a large pint of stout. There
seemed to be nobody drinking anything but blg pints,

I looked around and the only person I spotted was an ex-soldier
from Tralee whom I kmew. However, I picked ont amongst the crowd
a chap who was in dige with mn. in Tralee named Jimmy Walsh from
Waterford. He was emploved in Nelson Street, Tralee, st a private
Toan Pank owned by Jews, and atayed in the digs with me at 9 Nelson
Street. He was very anti-Simn Féin in the early days of the World
War I and used to argus pro-British. He eventually got a commission
and joined the British Army and left Tralee for geod. He 414 not
sse me in the Castle canteen and I got out quickly and told Dave Neligan
wvhen T came omt. '

I reported back to Collins at 22 Mary Street and forgot Jimmy Walsh
mtil T ran into him in a bar in one of the side astreets off Orafton
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Street. FHe appeared glad to see me and we had a few drinks t;oget,her.
Ve chatted about old times and he asked me was I in the same old job.
I said yes and inquired vhat he was doing now that be was out of the

" army. He sald he had a job in the Castle but didn't say at what,
We made an appointment to meet again but I never met him, 85 he was
fired at going in the short \Iﬂay from Grafton St-feet and he never

| came out afterwards by day. Mick seemed to think he was in Writish
Army Intelligence and I assumed he was, a8 he ﬁa very pro-Britlsh
when he was in Tralee, I‘.checked uﬁ on the ex-soldier at Tralee and

found he was cominz out of the arniy. and wa.e quite harmless.

T lmow they sent R.I.C. men from Tralee to Dublin to locate
Austin Stack and Nan Browne who was ssecretary to Home Affairs, who
was also & much-wanted man, but we had by then roped these R.I.C.
men in and there wes no fear they would recognise either Stack or

Rrovme, Y met some of them in Nublin and hﬁd talks with them,

* . Stack's office was over Cahill's, the opticians on the Quays and
it is interesting to note that Mr. Cahill, who owed the place and
had his shop underneath the offices, was a brother of James Carey,
who was shot at Capetoﬁa by another I,R.B. man namsd O'Donnell.

Mr, Carey, the optician, changed his name to Cahill and was not
kn.mm to . Dubliners as Jaméa Carey's bfother. He was very friendly

with Stack and was trusted by him,

Visit to Brumswick Street (Dublin) Police Station
with Mick Collins, 1920,

It rust have been in the early days of 1920 before the Tans

and Awcilinries arrived that Mick Collins asked me to accompany him

on a visit to police headquarters at Brunswick Street, Publin, where
the Tntelligence records wera kept., I remember going with him and
meeting a man in plain clothes who was obviously a pollceman and

going intc a room where we inspecfed a hook or ledger giving a pummary

of the political history of certain persons who were suppected of
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revolutionary activities. T don't Femember who the man who mot us
was but I presume he was either James !{c!u’a:-nra or Eamon Bro.y, neither
- . of whom T kmew at the time. T saw the history of mlyaelf up to 1917
when I was supoosed to have left the Volunteers., It was then I was
_appointed Brigade I.0. for the Kerry Brigade and I ceased to march or

have anything to do with the Volunteers, to all intents and purpcses.

Tt 41s strange thit in all the subsequent years they never
connected me with the I.R.A. though my brother was killed and I used
to be missing for long perlods du;c-i_ng_1920'and 1921. I always
kept friendly with the R.I.C. and was never offensive to them., I
often helpad them when dealing with matters arising out of County

Council busipess such as Food and Drugs, sheep dipving ete.

K 0*Connor, Nelson Street ea, 1920
Pr. Vamon O'Commor was a son of Danlel Ot'Connor, stationmaster
at Dingle in my school days. I went to schocl at the Christian
Brothers » Mngle, with nearly all the 0'Connor family except Joe, who
was the eldest and before my time. Donal was in my class and Eamon

wos older and in the elasses before us.

The father had been in the British Army, but the boys were
always pro-Jrish and Gaellc League and some were gifted as singers

and artists,

T again met Eamon in Dublin where he was a Gaelic Leaguer and
a Sinn Peiner according to the Arthur Griffith pattern. Eventually
T met him again at Tralee in 1905 vhere he was in the I.R.B., Geelle
League and Sinn Fein. He, of c'ours, joined the Volunteers and
I.R.A., but soldiering was not in his line and he was used more for
propaganda, such as singing patriotic songs at concerts. He became
very unpopular with the old R.I.C. even though he had married an

R.T.C. man's widow, He had a newspaper and general shep opposite the
. . Courthouse and was doing a nice trade. '
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.He used to say, when he opened the paper in the shop in the
. moerning and an announcement was made about the shooting of an R. I.C.
ran somewhere: "That's the stuff to give them", Tt came to the .

ears of the R.I.C. in Tralee and they didn't 1like it.

When the attack was made on the Tams on 1st November, 1920, they
burned three houses Iin Tralee in retalistion :~ Tom Slattery's,
Rock Street, Tom Clifford's (1916) in Castle Street, and Famon
0*Connor's of Nelson Street (now Ashe -Street) as well as the County
Hall in Stoughton's Row, Tt was well that they didn't find Eamon -
At home; - he. had gone on the run a short ‘time before. He used to -
steal into Tmalee to see his wife occasionally and stay at the house
of the Miss Teahans at Russell Street, who were Sinn Peiners of long

atanding,

One evening I came out of the Courthouse where I was working after
the County Hall was burnt and met a Captain . of the
Auxiliaries. T kmew him from the bars of the hotels and often had
drinks with him. T asked him to have a drink at Lawlor's Hotel just
near and he sald he could only hava a ¢uick one as he was to be at the
Auxi].iﬁ Parracke at 7 p.m. to take charge of a rald. I sympathised
with him havine to go ont in the country at that hour and on so
dangerons a mission, He sald the raid was not to the comtry but
aromnd the comer whore the man, Famon 0'Connor, whose house was
burhed, was staying, and he'd get it in the neck when they caught him,
He had to go up to the Technical Schools for his party and I went into
the back of the ruined house to Mrs. O'Connor (who fainted), She told
me he was at Miss Teahan's and X ran around- to Church Street and told
Famon to disguise as a woman and shave off his monstache., I got a
servant-sir] who was at the lae Strand Cr-eamry to take him into her
pony and trap and drive up Nelson Street out of town. I went into the

_Manager of the lae Strand Creamery as I could not get away out of
Church Street before they came and Iidid not want to meet my friemd,
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the Captain, on the way out. The pony and trap with Eamon
disgnised as a lady with hat and vell complete were Bt tﬁe t.'orp of
Nelson Street at the Dingle rajlway when the Auxiliariles surrounded
Church Street, but Famon had got away to the Dingle Peninsula. It
wvae a good job for him he did, Y don't belleve he would ever reach

the barracks.

F-m;:m had to remain at Annascaul until the Truce came, at the
house of Bob Knightly, stationmaster, who was Battalion I.0. for the
ningle Battalion, and he got many a fright there. He would have
been far Better off in an active service column, but was too old and
not suited for soldiering. ‘

Paid on.Bandon for Daniel Jeffers, I.R.A.
Mr, P.P. Fitzgerald, Mrector of Training and Organisation,

¥erry I Bripade, informs me that he supplied a story recently

concerning the raid on Branden by the Tams and R.I.C. from Pingle
* to capture Dan Jeffers, who was Brigade Colecmel 0/C., and who was

then suffering from an attack of pneuwronia and was in Brandon for

treatment and marsing.

The R.I.C. man, who was Crime-Special Sergeant in Dingle Barracks
which was Headquarters for the Dingle peninsula, was Sergeant John
0'Sullivan. He spent all of his Ber-vice in the Dingle peninsula and
was eventuslly made Crime-Special Sergeant at Dingle Headquarters,

He knew me since I was a small child and all my people. He was a
native of West Cork and his brother Con was a railway guard between
Kenmare and Headford. I knew Con well and kmew that he was

‘connectad with the I.R.A. and carried déspatches between these statioms.
T was friendly with Sergeant O'Sullivan and with his family who were
openly Simn Féin and Caelic leaguere. I asked for his assistance
agaimt.. the Tans whom he hated. BHe Wd have resigned but he wvas

an old man and had to await the finish of his service. I advised
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him to stay on and help us and he agreed to do so. I also promised
- him that as far as it was possible for me to do so I would protec;t
him from our side, I ar;‘qnged a sefe contect for him, nons other
than John Moore of G_’reen_St.reet., Dingle, who was well-kmown to be
‘supposed pro-British, He wz.m, 4n fact, a very great friend of mine
and he agreed to convey to any msaalges.he should get from
Sernéant N'Svllivan, He did, in fact, send a number of sma.ll messages

to me before this one came along.

When a report that Jeffers was in a house in Brandon came to
Sérpeant 0!'Sullivan at Dingle harracks the Tans arranged to go across
Connor Pass aﬁd capture Je!’fe_ra and probably do him in on the way
back, Serpeant 0'Sullivan volunteered to go as their guide, and they
fixed the time and route. Sergeant 0'Sullivan got in touch \d;t.h Mr,
. John Moore and save him the message for me, As arranged by me Jolm
- Hoore went to the Ninsle Railway Station, called up the statiommaster
at Tralee, James Ba:tily, who got me to speak to Mr. Moore from Tralee

) Station.

' ' T was then Deputy Chairman of the Tralee and Dingle Railway; in
fact, T was the Chadrman, as Stack took no part in its manegement, I
got the message from Mr. Moore and then ‘phoned to the Stationmaster at
Castlepregory, probably Michael A. G'Donnell, and ordered him to send
on a despatch to Brandon glving the particulars of the proposed raid
and directing their particular attention to the fact that Sergeant
ntSullivan would keep swinrming his lantern vhich he was to carry in the
raid as a signal of identification. Mr. 'Tom Duhig, a local Volunteer,
was sent on horseback to Brandon to convey the message. Paddy Paul
pave you t;he rest of the story but thought it was. Sergeant 0'Rourke,
Crime-Special at Tralee who gave me the message. In fact, I had
constant contact with Serpeant O'Rourke from as far back as 1918 and

- 1939 and he did convey the message to me later in the day after I had
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already got it from Sergeant O'Sullivan and dealt with it, The
deapatch did not come to Tralee Co. Inspectors Headquarters until out
- in the day on the night of which the raid took place. The Tans

drew blanle and Jeffera got away.

. ‘Ve. thought. it better make this correction in Commandant

Fitzgerald's story.

T™e 'phone 1n. the Di;mgle Railwsy system was Q!dependent of the
public telephone but I had. it connected up with the.public 'phome at
Pralee Post Office through the "courtesy’of the Post Office local
otaff and without the knowledge of the Postmaster, Mr. Senior who
was an Fnzlishman and an honest simple poor man, Miss Pendy was the
officer in char'ge of the telephane apparatus at Tralee Post Office and
she acted as our agent and as a listening post and right well she

. did her job.
. ddy Fo . Ballveullane scaul, 18 20

Paddy Poley was born at Ballycullane, Inch, Armascaul, County
Kerry, the son of respectable small farmers. His aunt, who was
named a Landers hefore marriage, was married to Thomas Foley, Rate
Collector of Ballintaggart, Annascaul, and the couple had no
children. Paddy, when very young, was reared by his aunt at
Pallintagzart with the view, presumably, to his getting Tom Foley's
land, Fis father waa also a first cousin of Tom Foley's. Young
Poley was very wild as a young lad, FHe was spoiled by the
Ballintageart family. He was related to Paddy Cahill, Brigade o/C.,
and to most of the Volunteer Officers in the district. Bis brother,
Wick Foley, was a great friend of mine, and another aunt, Katie

landers, was married to my uncle. Mick Foley was a good footballer

in the Anr'xascaul team with myself. Paddy Foley was also very
friendly with me., When World War T was on he ran away and joined

the British Army althoogh he was under age. Tom Foley tried to . pet
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him out of the army but 4id not succeed, and he served until the
- Armistice, He did not core back after demobilisation, and I don't

know where he was,

One evening in the summer of 1920 he walked into my digs at
Felson Street, now Ashe Street, in plain clothes and stayed with me
and with another official of the County Coum_:il, Michael O'leary,
who was a first cousin of his father. Y dldn't pay much heed to
his arrival home, but became suspicious when he started inquiring
about the reception he wonld get from the Vo],mteem at home. He
stayed in Tralee about a week and, whilst there the Fiarma reported .to
me that he nsed to visit the R.X.C. barracks daily. I saw him go in
once there myself and I advised him not to go back home. However,
one Saturday evening, he travelled out by train with ms and had tea
with me at Annascaul at my home. I again trisd to persuade him to
- ' clear out but he wouldn't take any notice of my advice., Of course,
I had him tightly watched. He wvent to Dingle several times and I
found hin maldng inquiries as to who were the officers in the I.R.A.
in the area. He stayed with an aunt of m:!.ne Mre. Bowler, in the
¥ain Street, and tried to pump her oldest son, Michael, who reported
to me, He visited the barracks several times where the District
Tnspector, Bernard O'Connor who was friendly to us, gave him some
notebooks on which to record his information. %hen he had finished

he returned the full notebooks to the District Inspector,

I told ouwr mutual first cousin, Pat Kennedy, Battalion Quarter-
master of Dingle Battalion, what he was at and suggested that his
brother, Mick Foley, himself a member of Inch Company, and Pat himself
take Paddy away by“force and detain him somewhere until the war was

over. They ‘rled to got him to go but he defied them.

The Distriet Insrector, Barmard O0'Connor, sent ms word to meet

him at Camp Junction station on a matter of great importance,
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The two trains, one from Tralee to Dingle and the other from Dingle
to Tralee, met at Camp Junction and, as T was Chafrman of the '

. ﬁailway Compa-ny, T f-sued orders tha£ the two trains bs held until I
}ave orders that they cémld go. Nohody noticed much the District
Tnspector who was in plain clothes, but there were some I.R.A. men on
the platform and none of them kmew that I was the Brigade I.0. They
had decided they would take both of us off the train when Dan Jeffers,
‘who was on the run, came up to see what was going on, Vhen he
Afscovered what they intended to do he let out unprintable language
and told them that if it happened the Brigede 0/C. would skin them

alive.’

The Nistrict Inspector, O'Connor, handed me over the hotebooks and
T escorted him to his train past the lads and he went back to Dingle
safely. T ~nturned to Tralee and delivered the books and reporte
to the Bricade 0/C,, Paddy Cahill. He, -Foley, had the names of
. ' every officer in the district and every prominent Sinn Pelner, nearly
A1), of them his velatives, in the notebooks, After my nawe he had
entered & big grestion mark. It was a very painful situation for

Cahill and myself as we were both relatives of his,

.However, Cahill gave me a job escorting by car some money for
raiiwmen's pay, apparently to get me out of the way, and,on a holiday
evening whilat T was away,- Paddy Foley and another ex-soldier,
ichael Mordarty, were taken out of Moriarty's Hotel at Ammascaul and
tried and Foloy was condemed to death, He was attended by Father
Edmond Walsh, 0.FP.M., fluardian at Ennis, apd a close friend of Blshop
Fogarty and, after the last rites of the Church, was executed at
Meenascarthy in the Castlecregory Battalion, The sentence could not

he carried out in the Ningle Battalion as almost all the officers were

relatives of hia,
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His iurother Mick came to me during the Truce and said if ye .
could have any visible proof of his guilt he would be satisfied, I
took him to his cousin, Paddy fahill, Brigade 0/C., who prt_:d.uoed”the
notebooks to him and when he saw and read them he said he would_ahoot.
him himsel?f, Cahill alsoc told him that I did my best to save ‘him
and ever since Mick and I have maintained our friendship and he did
his best to ease the tension in the district caused by my friend

Paddy's execution.

" To us, his friends, i+ was a terrible tragedy and I was very
uwnset by 1t, more so than mv own brother's death at the hands of the
"ritish,

District Inspector Barnmard O'Connor,
R.I,C,. Dingle, 1920-19:1,,

Nistrict Inspector Fernard O'Comnor came in charge of the Dingle
Aistrict In August, 1920, after my brother!s death, his predecessor
having been transferred as a result of the shooting of uw.brother, I
suppose because he didn't keep proper control of the Tans. Re may
have asked to be transferred after he had interviewed me at..nw home
at Amascaul. T told him T would not ict him get avay with it and he
was viaibly frightened. - That might have explained the shote which
wore fired into my digs at Tralee and nearly a'hot Dr. Michael Keyes,

Rishop of Savanagh.

The wife of D.I. 0'Connor had been-a teacher 'and a Gaelic Leaguer,
She was a great friend of An Seabhac w‘hc:a was the Battalien 0/C. of
nir;qle Rattalion. =T made contact with them through an Seabhac and
the D.T. promised to assist us in every way possible. T did not tell
him about Sergeant John 0'Sullivan, Crime Special Sergeaﬁt, nor another
agent I had in the barracks whose name I do not now remember. He
-kent, me posted about all raids and enemy suspects and beca.mle s0 bold
. | in the end that he went to Castlegregory area alone to see, I think,

Tadhe Brosnan.
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His authorities got suspiclous and eventually suspended him
and brought him up to the Castle. They stopped his salary and put
him throueh the third depgree, but they could not ‘prova anything
amainst him., He was demobted early wlthout salary nor peneion, and he
had to withdraw his two daughters from school. The family were in a
had way financially until I met him a.ccident‘.ally in Dublin. I tock
him to Mick Collins and he got him his arreers of salary and
avpointed him farda Superintendent in ;zbarga of recruitment of the
Garda.i. He wvas at the Curragh when the Gardai mutinied against their
R.1.C. training officers and arrested them., An exceptlon was made
' in his case as there were scms of the Dingle Battalion officers in the

fardal who dmew of his history.

He was let go and came to Dublin where he met me and both of us
went to Mick Collins and he explained, as only an R.I.C. man could,
- the situation at tho Curragh. When the dispute was settled he was
re-installed as Superintendent and he was made shortly Chief
Superintendent, T think at ¥ullingar. He was prepared to take every
‘risk to helo ws; in fact, he was over-eager to do so,a_nd very nearly

pot caught.

He was succeeded in Ningle by a Major Ramilton whose ancestors
came from Arnnascaul and were middlemen landlords there. My father
was tenant of half the farm on which they formerly lived and the other
half is now owned by Michael Nonoghue, whose grandmother was one of the
Hamiltons and had married a man named Currane. They were barcne of
the old Ballinclare Fajr. ‘There is not a Hamilton in the district

now where there were formerly a mmerous tribe of them, all Protestants,

man 0.P., Tralee, April, 1921,
was a orlest at the Dominican Priory, Tralee, who

had been a chaplain in the British Army during Yorld War I, and his

Superior or Cuardian at the Dominican Convent was Father Ayres, O.P.,
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who was a sincere republican and a friend of every Irishman who had
taken uvo arms for the freedom of his country, It was to Father

- Ayres, Austin Stack, our Prigade 0/C, sent me for Confession on the
' Thursday before Faster Sunday 1916, when he sent me to the Dingle

Peninenla to hring in the contingents of the Volunteers who were to

unload and eover the landing of the arms fyrom Gormany from the Thiud'.

fomplaihts had reached me in 1920 that Father was mking
all too freguents visits to.'the R.I,.C. barracks and made no secret of
hie e:n‘umﬂzy with the Tans and R.I.C. J have no doubt but hie
pervice 1n the Tritish Army during the war had given him a false idea
of hie duty to his own people snd country, when thay were in conflict
with the British Tmpire in an effort tc free his native country, a
small nation. He fought on the side of the Rritish, the French, the
Relpiane and the Americans ete. in World War I, for the freedom of
. small nations, or 3o the Novernmments of these countries saild, and he
- should have mown that our atiempt was an effort to assert the sams

rieht to complete independance.

Py, ny inTormation from inside the barracks was that his
visits were not in conmection with any of his rellpgious dutles and I
comlained to the Prior, Father Ayres,

Major Mackinmon Qas shot at the Nolf Links and it appears that
Father mt Mes, Charles Nolan of Pembroke Street, Dan Browne's
sister, a5 she came out of the Nominicar c'hurcﬁ atter formmion., She
was 2 very religious Jady and & patriotic one and Father made
the mistake of condemning in his talk with her the lads who shot the
Vajor. She replied to the cffect that she hoped that God mould bless
the hanA of the drave man who shot the tyrant down or words to that

effoct,
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I vas at Mass in the Nominican Church on a Holy Day the
- following week and Father . who said the Hasa, tumed to preach
and told ua about thls lady, a frequent communicant, who had made use
of these uncharitable expressions, Tather Ayres, Prior, came on the
altar and had a whispered conversation with Father who then
sald, "My superior has forbidden me to preach” and turned in and

continued his Mass,

A few nights aftervards Charlie Nolan's house was attacked by
the Tans with bombe in his absence from home, and Mrs, Nolan and her
young chlld - a girl - had a narrow escape, Father ~ had
called st the R.I.C. barracks and told his story there little dreaming
that evervthing he said was conveyed bgck to me at the I.R.A. Brigade

Headquarters,

T reported the whole circumstences to Mick Collins and he
summoned me to Nublin for comsultation, | After long deliberat:lon he
v decided to send me' to the Superior-feneral, who was then Father

_ Finbar w, -and who 15 now a Bishop 3omewhere in Africa-Zansibdar, I
think. T went to see him and T never went through such an ordeal in

- my life. 1 was received by ‘F_athar Ryan with whom was a very old
Dominican priest who, T wes told, had been a Feﬁian in his young days -
a Pather Headley. 7Y spent some time telling Father Rs'an;‘ who sat at
the head of the table, what I knew and had learnt throug!fli;iy‘
intelliconce system. Turding the recital of my story, Fat.her Ryan wag
very visihly moved and distressed and I saw the tears i.n m.s eyas,
and Father Headley, when I was firished, asked me what I wmhd qlo i? he
weren't a priest. T told him and he said: "You: are a brave m‘n.
‘fis is no priest of fiod, Do your duty, boy, and yon need ha\\' no
fear of the fvture”, He said words to that eﬁ‘ect -everal t:lmh and

walked out of the room. I don't know whether it was; Father Ryan or
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was in the greater state of fright, but I think I recovered more
quickly. 7T sald I would go back and consult again my superior
officers, but he may rest assured that Y would submit being put against
the wall myself before I would do my "duty® on a priest, no matter how

bad the case was,

T went back to Mick Colline and reported the interviev and scense
to him. He sent me back for a second interview with Father Ryan and
sent with me Mr. Dan Browme who was a brother of Mrs. Charles Nolan.

T den't know if Father Headley was present at the second interview but
we arranged, T am sure on the suggestion of Dan Browne, that Father
should be shifted out of Tralee to some safer place and that

Pather Ryan should send for him and give him some fatherly advice.

He was summoned by Father Rvan by wire to Dublin and was, after a
time, sent to where he did his best to make amends. He did
not Jnow t111 the Truce who the Brigade 1.0. was and then he came to me

. and tried to explain his attitude. I understood what his service in
the British army had done to him. FHe expressed to ms his deep regret
for the pain and distress which his actions had caused to Father Ryan,
Pather Ayres and myself, and offered to meke any amends he could for his
foolish acts. He gave evidence about the burning of the County Hall,
Tralee, in the claim for compensation wade by the Kerry County Council,
and pot beyond any doubt that the Hall was burned by the Tane and not by
the I.R.A., as claimed by the BFitish. '

Se B.X.C., Cause
G.H.Q. of the I.R.A. got an idea that by sending down to each
brigade an Inspecting Officer he would increase the activities of the
T.R.A. in the district. I think it was Famon Price who vas sent to
Kerry in . . . «  and he went to Ballyheigue where Tom Clifford had

his headouarters for the Ardfert Battalion of which he was 0O/C,
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Price persuaded Clifford to attack Causewsy Barracks where the

sergeant - Serggmt Buckley - was friendly to the I.R.A and was

. ‘ . willing to co—operate. He arranged with me to fire off all his
smmmition during the attack so that the I.R.A. could rush the
barracke and take it over. It wae arranged that the barrack should
be set fire to by throwing a #-ewt. iron weight from the adjoining
house, which was higher, on to and through the roof of the barrack
and then pumping petrol with a hand pump through the hole and thus
saetting the barrack on fire,

A1) preparations were made and the lads kept up a fusillade at
the harracks and the R.I.C. hammered away in reply with everything
they had until they had exhausted their ammunition. Meanwhile,

Price and Clifford were up on Roger Harty's howse endeavouring to pump
the petrol into the barracks, but there was g high wind and the result
' was that they were saturated from head to foot with petrol and failed
. to pet any into the barracks. They gave up in the end and poor
Sergeant Buckley waited in vain for ‘the I.R.A. to come and talna over
the barracks,

Sergeant Buckley came to me at Tralee the following day and left
the R.I.C. and went homs to Cork.

triek J, O 11 of "The Ke "

Sometime after the organisation of the Kerry Volunteers in 1919
and the formation of the three brisades, scmeone in Kerry I got it into
his head that it would be well to have a group photo of the Brigade
staff of Kerry I. The afternoon of a Wednesday was fixed for the
taking of the photo at the Sportsfield, Boherbee, Tralee » now the
Austin Stack Park, I was duly notified and promised to be there,

T was accustomed to go hame to Annaat_:aul every Wednesday,which wan
- v the half-holiday at Tralee, as well as the week-end.
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I completely forgot my appointment to attend at the Sportafield
and I went home instead, as usual., My fallure to keep the appointment
st the Sportsfield was & pure accident and was not delibemte. Mr.
ll;ust.in Stack and the remainder of the Brigade staff waited for & tims,
as they were anxious to have the whole staff in the photo, but 1 didn't

turn up.

Mr. Patrick J, 0'Connell, who was Chairman of the Kerry County
Board of the G.A.A, at the time, was at the Sportsfield, and he came
along to speak to Mr. Austin Stack who was for a long time previously
Chairman of the County Board, In order to make up the Brigade staff
fhey.asked Mr. 0'Connell to come 1nt.o the photo and he had to remove
‘his spectacles and his hat t,o‘m.ke some resemblance to ms, Hs was about
my size and had & bald forehead like I had and had the same '

wndistinguished-looking appearance.

Pat was so delighted to be assoclated with the 'big shots' of the
v I.R.A. that he bought a copy from the photographer, Mr. Healy, had it
appropriately framed shd hung in the living-room of his house at Boherbee,

Tralee,

“Hme passed on and arrived in Tralee the Tans and Auxiliaries in
1920, - They made extensive searches of the houses, innocent and guilty
alike, ospeciaily'in distiicts like Boherbee which had a bad name from
their point of view, One night the Auxiliaries carried out & search
of the houses in Boherbee Afstrict and in Pat'e house they found
hanging on the wall this photo of the Rrigade: Staff with the inscription
by Pat himself "Brigade Staff Kerry I Brigade®, Keedless to say, the
Auxiliaries were delighted and took it away to thelr barracks and were
able there to pin-point each member of the staff with accuracy, but for
some time past they weren't able to locate thé Brigade I.O. How they

" had him, but they docdded to bring some of the old R.I.C. Sergeants into

consultation. One of these was a sergeant vho knew everybody in the
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I.R.A. in Tralee exce-m., of course, t.!.te Brigade I1.0. He could not
believe his eyes when, by‘a process of g]:hpination of the othor rapks,
}.m discovered Pat Cormell to be the missing Brigade 1.0. Theyltlfere
ablg to identify all of the others with their respective ranks.

The Awxiliaries went back to Pat O'Connell's house and hauled Pat
out. They manhandled him and broke his .spctécles and took him to the
Auxl_liary barracks vhich was in the Technical School at Moyderwsll.
They beat him un and threw him, bruised and batt.ered_, ﬁto the coalhouse
under the stairs. Major McKinnon, O/C. of the Awxiliaries, was

delighted that they had at laat eaught the infernal Brigade I.0.

- Serpeant Clancy, R.I.C., came along to the bar and, when he heard
of the photo, he asked to see 1t. When he had examined it he broke _
into peals of laughter. He knew Pat well and that he used, on

. regular occasians, break out into terrific booges and was the last man
that Stack wonld have as Brigade I.O. Re‘ox;ﬂ.ained to Major
McKinnon that he was a perfectly harmless individual and was ;;_ever in
the 'Volmteers. " He wasrcorroborated by others of the old R.I.C.

Pat was hauled out of the eoalhole into the bar and the Major asked
him how he came to be in the ﬁﬂo and’ Pat’ explained, but did not lmow
whom he was supposed to replace. The Auxiliaries stood him 51&38 s
after glass of whiskey until he passed out. Rext day,.they had
difficulty in ‘gotting him into hospital. ' The County Infirmary
refused to take him as he had béen discharged only a short time before,
but éventually they succeeded in getting him into the Workhouse

- Hospital whete he spent two months recovering from the effects of the

beatinss and the excéssive whiskey he consumed.’

When the Truce came Pat had a grievance to me that I was fl.he cause
of 211 his sufferings and his narrow escape from death. Pat
- - 0'Conmell was employed as a clerk in the office of "'h\e'i Kerryman"
.-, Printing Yorks,
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. Philin Roche, British Siepal Corps, 1921,

T strolled one evening into Lawlor's (Vatighan'a) Hotel in
" Welaon Street (now Ashe Street), Tralee, opposite the Courthouse -
where I was working as accountant to Kerry County Counicil with, I ‘
think, James Flavin, Brigade 0/C., Engineering, and Mr. Tim Rurley,
another T.R.A. man. Flavin was teacher of enpirieering and Hurley
was instructor on woodworking, both at the Tralee Technical School.
There were two soldiers in the bar and I asked them to join us and
we becave frierdly. One had an Irish accent and the other was
obviously Fnglish: I discovered, in course of conversatiecn, that the
man with tho Irish accent was & son of an old friend of mine,
| Si:,e'phen Narry Roche,. znﬁ Excise man from Cahirciveen, and a member of
the old Gaelic lsapue in Tralee, and the othér's pame was Perry, and
" he was engaged to bs married to a Miss O'Keeffe of Tralee. Roche had
‘occasien to go to the lavatory and I followed him out. There he told
me he was a wireless officer at Pallymullen Barracks. I asked if he
could be of any heip to us and he said possibly he could. Out in the
hallway he said he would try to gaé us some bombs, revolvers and
ammoniticn, and I arranged with him to leave them to a lady named
'Wora ILynch from Brandon who was a maid at O'Crady's Restaurant at
Moydarwell Cross which they frequented during time off. The young
0'Gradys - three of them - were members of the Fianna. Roche
. contired to-supply small arms, grenades and ammmition in small

quantifies.

Y continued meeting him and got from him iInformation about
wireless messages sent and discussed ways and means of utilising the
wireless for other purposes. Roche gave me the information that
General Cumning and his escort was going from Tralee to Cork and I
passed on ‘the word to Kerry II. with the result that Cummins was

ambushed at Brennan's- Glen and killed during the fighting. I think
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it.was Jack Sullivan of the Post Office, -rra}ea,'_uho was in the
- British Army at Nairobi, _gave me the idea of sending the wireless
messages Inviting an attack by the British. I am sure I mist have
discussed it with Roche., He was transferred with Perry to -
Eillarney and then on temporary duty to Kanturk where he tried it.
out after a discussion with Perry at Killarey before he left.- He
sent out the . DIy message frm;; Kanturk and he was caught. He was
courtmartialled and sentenced to death., He was defended by Mr.
Michael . Comyn, afterwards Judge Comyn who walked out of the. courtmartial
and thus saved Roche from execution, ‘i‘he carry;iz_zg out of the ,
sentence was delayed and the Truce saved him, Perry was also
courtmartialled and sent out to Austria afterwards as punishment,
Judge Comyn's statement to the Pensions Board would confirm the
circumstances and the result of the trial and should be got at as
well as Rocha's own statement. My mem-ry of it is hagzy, as Jack
. Snlivan also did something on the.same lines, and my recollection
* ) of them is confused, There 18 no doubt, however, about the

assistance Roche and Perry gave us, nor about thelr trials.

T saw afterwards that the shifting about of these chaps was done
to locate the particular man who was engaged in it, but I hadn't

sufficient kmowledpge and experience at the time to foresee the result,

T have a file of correspondence with Roche which gives his last
known address as ¢/o Mrs. Daly, 50 Eccles Street, Dublin. I know
that Paddy Cahill and Dan Browne were both interested in looking after
him in the army, but nobody thought of poor Norah Lynch who died
forgotten at the County Home, Killarney, the last resort of a good
many -ex-I.R.A. men and women, I regret to say. I have great
pleasure in having the opportunity of putting on record the aasiatam.:e

~. given us by Philip Woche and Barry, and the loyalf.;r of this poor

bt

- humble girl from Brandon, Nora Lynch, ¥ay the Good Lord give her a

Fa
-
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bed in heaven and reward her for her unselfish patriotism! Shketwas
dead before I could locate her, and I suppose I should have locked

- her up earlier and tried to do something for her.

Phil Roche's brother was secretary to the Department of Justices,
but is new dead.

Sometime in 1921 it was decided to provide a munition factory in
the area of the 1lst Southern Division, I.R.A., and an amount was
assessed for the purpose on each Brigade area. The amount requested
from Kerry I Brigade was £ .,. and Paddy Garvey, the Brigade
Adjutant at the time, was directed to send it by cheque payable to
bearer to Divisional Headquarters,

I was temporarily absent from Tralee probably in Dublin and,
as the forwarding of the money was very urgent, Paddy Carvey decided
to get it from the late Paddy Kennelly, Chemist, who had his
. chemist's shop in the Square, Tralee. He got the cash from Paddy

fennelly, but Paddy had no current account in the Bank as he had ¢nly
recently set up business. However, they solved the problem by

) procuring & bearer cheque in exchange for cash from his neighbour and
good friend, James O'Hara, Pawnbroker, who had an account in the
Provincial Bank., Mr. O'Hara wae a good pro-British Comservative
gentleman and ima the secretary of the local Race Company and at one
time owned racehorses bimself. He told me that he was a native of
Sligo and I was on friendly terms with him. He would never believe
that I had anything to do with the revolutionaries as oy uncle in
Dingle also had racehorses. Anyvay, he was on friendly terms with
Paddy Kennelly .next door and had no hesitetion in giving him the

-

cheque.

. . Paddy Garvey sent the thegue overland to the Division and it was

“lY

'found an Sean Moylan when he was captured by British military somewhere
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. in his brigade ares in North Cork. The British.uilitary lodged it
in a bank at Kanturk, their military headquarters and it duly
arrivad at the Provincial Bank, Tralee, for collection. The Bank
© Accountant, who was then Acting Manager, was a Mr. Brown, a Protestant
Mascn from Derry, and he wondered what: the hell business had James
OtHara in issuing a bearer cheque which had got into the hands of such
a notorious rebel as Sea.n-xoylan.' He called on James O'Hara and when
the latter was queried by him and Jawes had, learnt that tha cheque had
been found on Moylan, he made some excuse to Brown and went out next
door to Paddy Eennelly who comtacted Paddy Garvey. I was brought into
copsultation and advised my friend, James O'Hara, to consult his
solicitor. T went along with him to his solicitor, Mr. Terence J.
iston. T had considerable knowledge and experience of cheque -
transactions as I was a qualified accountant and I got Mr. Liston to
write a letter to the Provinclal Bank stopping payment of the cheque.
. Mr, Liston called with Mr. O'Hara to the Provinciai Bank and aahe(.l,
as Mr. O'Hara's solicitor, to see the cheque. In course of his
examination of the cheque he asked Mr. Brown, the acting manager, if
he had yei debited Mr. OtHara's account with the amount. Mr. Brown
sald he hadn't and Mr. Liston immediately handed him the letter
stopping payment. Consequently, the British could not succeed in
gotting the money. The Tans and Auxiliaries got after Mr. O'Hara who
was an exceedingly excitable man and put him through the third degree.
They put guns into his mouth and threatened him but James wouldn't
R budge as he was between the devil and the dark blue sea. He went on
the run to Mr., Liston's in Ballyard, a quarter of a mile from ‘the
town, but he wouldn't say to whom he gave the cheque.

The British military had to let it lie and it was scmetime during
the Truce that the cheque was released and va got back our money.
James must have suffered considerably as be did not know which sido he
was on, but I think Mr. ldetondaolideditforhimandhekepthis
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* mouth shut until after the war. He lmew the Tans and Awxiliaries
and could see them, but the other devils you could never tell where

LI FY

. they were; 8o he told me afterwards.

ritia als fo ce March 1 .
Sometime in February, 1921, Captain Tyrell G'Malley of the
Munster Fusillers at Ballymllen Barracks, Tralee, showed me a flimsy
. he received from the Command I.0. at Buttevant, Cork, Britlsh Army
Headquarters for the South, asking him to approach the I.R.A. :i.n
“Kerry to negotiate an informal armistice and allowing all I.R.A.
officers on the run to return to their homes, with the exception of,
I think, Dan Jeffers. I suggested that be ask the secretary of the
County Council to approach me with the suggestion and that I would see
the Brigade 0/C., Paddy Cahill, at his headquarters in the Dingle
Peninsula. I was for a long time on very friendly terms with Captain
0'Malley who, I knew, had no use for the Tans and Auxiliaries, He had
. in 1920 got me a military permit, not in sy owm name, that I could use
in Dublin and elsewhere, and got me a permit to use a bicycle which was
nearly my undoing. I advised him to get in touch with ms through Mr.
Quinlan with whom be was friendly. He asked me to meet himself and
the British I1.0. from Buttevant whose name I do not now remember, and
I agreed to hear what the I.0. had to say and commnicate it to Cahill.
I ¥new that the 1.0. had been mixed up in the shooting of an I.R.A.
man namad Walsh from Currow who was '‘donme in' when he was captured and
on the way to prison. They called on Mr. Quinlan on 2nd March, 1921
- and he brought them to me at my office in the C.ourt.house.

i The British Command I.O. had coms by aeroplane which landed in
a large field at the rere of Ballymullen Barracks. I srranged that a
party of the I.R.A. should attack the plane as 1t landed, more to put
the wind up the British officer than anything else. As they were
firing at the plane from Rath graveyard some lorries of Auxiliaries
. accidentally cams along the Workhouse Road from Ballymullen and opened
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fire.w:lth mchine guns, The few I.R.A. lads ran for it and some
climbed over the wall into the Mercy Convent at the Workhouse and

" eventually escaped. ' The Bishop of Kerry sent a letter of protest
to Paddy Cahill and he gave re hell about it. -

Howsver, the British I.0. arrived at the Courthouse a bit ghaken
and I asked that I see him alons and shook him further by telling him
he was a marked man over the killing of Walsh. He admitted he was
present but could do nothing to prevent Walsh's murder as it vwould be
a8 much as his life was worth., He then made his proposal and I
promised to see Cahill and convey it to him but insisted that there
should be no exceptions about the men coming back. He eventually
agreed and I promised to see Cahill and let Captain O'Malley know. I
explained I was a life-long friend of Paddy Cahill and that we were

school-mates, which we were not.

I reported on 2nd March, 1921, to Mick Collins as follows:

"Armistice - I was approached through the Secretary of the County
Council, by a Munster Officer, saying that General Strickland is
willing to give a written guarantee of the safety of Cahill, Brdm,

* Clifford, Jeffers, and all the other wanted wen 1n Kerry, and that
they can returﬁ to Tralee in sa.fet.y, on condition that they, on theipr
side, guarantee that they will not organise or take part in ambushes,

and asked me 1f I would see Cahill and, as a neutral man, put the
proposition before him., They say they want a reply within the next
.three or four days, I mst, of course, see him, and I presure his
reply will be that any nogotiations for an armistice must be through
Headquarters, Dublin, I would like that, for the present, this
would not be made public, as it would put the tin hat on m. It 1is
put thie way.that, unless this is done, the country will have to be

. flooded vth military and they cannot guarantee to reatrain the Black

and Tans any lc:';\ger. If you have any cbservations to make send them

as soon as possible, but You may rely .on us to ‘to the right thing."
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I d1d not go out then to Paddy Cahill, but awalted Collin's
- reply which I got in a few days and the gist of which I commmnicated
to Captain O'Malley. Collin's reply was:

"Armistice - This sort of thing is going on a good deal. It would
be very easy for General Strickland to get rid of his troubles by
giving such a guarantee, after which the ﬁhck and Tans would be
quite free to murder; and as for flooding the place with troops, it
can be conveyed to General Strickland that we kmow he can do no such
thing, for he is continually begging for more men from his own
Headquarters. The General seems to be a good propagandist, and a
good bluffer. It might also be suggested to him that if they cannot
restrain the Black and Tans, they can remove them, Please report
ag.;;\in a3 to what happens. I need hardly assure you that I know very
well what answer Paddy and Co. will give.! |

. Of course, I went out to the Fibough Camp afterwards, and showed

- e hoth dispatches to the Brigade 0/C., Paddy Cahill.

British Casvalties and Extra Copstabulaty,

I attach a fils (see Aprendix € ) giving particulars of the
amounts deducted from Tocal Taxation Granta payable to the Kerry County
Counedl in respect of the casualties suffered by British forces in
Ferry durine the Anglo-Yrish war,

These 1ists, which T don't think are complete, give an idea of
the result of the guerilla attacks made by I.R.A. forces on the Rritish

Auping the mardoed.

These attacks started in FRerry away back in 1918 with the first
attack on Gortatlea Barracks which I am told was tl';s first attack on an

enemy stronghold in Ireland during the Anglo-Irish War,

There may be notices of other awards to British forces and their

devendants which T did not f£ile away and these may have been burnt in
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the County FRall fire on lst Fovember, 1920, or may be buried with

other documents in the basement of the present County Hall,

T had another file, which I think I lent to ¥r. Tom Demnehy of
Tralee some years apo, that set omt the nnmés of the additional R.I.C.
police and Auxiliaries posted to County Kerry in the 1920-21 perdod
ahd £he mmber of men carrying on the strength.o-r sach station and
the chunpes from one station to another. These monthly returns were
of azreat value to the Intellipgence section of the I.R.A. as giving the
exact strength of each enemy rarrison in the County,and serving as a
check on the nurber returned by the loeal Company I1.0. as the strength

in each barrack.

The -British fovermment allowed a basic number of R.I.C. men as

the normal comnlement of men who were required during peaceful times

. in each barrack area and the Central Government bhore the expense of
maintaining these forces in normal times. In times of land agitation
an_d during the Anglo-Irish War the numbet:_ of armed police was increased
and the cost of the increased establishment was charged to the County
affected and the amount levied on the rates whether Ly way of paymernt,
by the Courty Council or deduction from the Local Taxation due to

them.

Of course, the amount assessed on Kérry County was large and such
amounts were levied both during the Anpglo-Irieh war and on occasions

in former years.

The returns were furnished to the County Councils so that they

could check the charges made and to account for the demands made on

the County Council.

How I got. to know Michae) Collins,
. I first met Michael Collins at Ballybunion in the summer of |

1914 or 1915. HRe was there on holidays from London with Sam Naguire,
) Brigade 0/C., London, |

7
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The late Michael J. Quinlan was secretary of the Ferry County
Council, and it was the occasion of the Sirth of one of his children
that he took Wed Harty, Assistant Secretary, Jack Dillon and Frank
0'Donnell and myself to Ballybunien where his father had a lodge for
the summer, I was the accountant of the County Council and the

relations between the officials were very friendly.

w.e called to Mr. Bill 0O'Sullivan's hotel for a drink before gbing
to Mr. P.M. Dulnlan's lodge., We went into é *snug! where there were
already two young men, strangers and holiday makers, Ve were about
to withdraw when the taller of the.two insisted that we stay. Mr.
fuinlan then exnlained who we were and that our visit was in the
nature of a 'delebration' t‘or. the birth of his child and invited the
two strangers to join us in a drink. He ordered champagne and brandy
and we were in good form when we left for Mr. Quinlan's lodge. I becams
very friendly with the tall young man whose name was Michael C¢.>1~1_in3.
- He introduced the other man as Mr. Baguire and we parted on an assurance

that we would meet again on the morrow, I did meet Collins the
following day and other days d’uring his stay angd we exchanged letters

when he went back to London.

Mur next meeting was at the funerzl of Tomas Aghas in 1917, when
he was in charge of th~ firing party at (lasnevin. 7T had come up from
Forry as ruide with Tomis's father, Mr, Oregory Ashe, and Collins had
known that T was fust appointed as T.0. Kerry Brigade. Because I was
eacort to Mr, Ashe, I was at the praveside at Glasnevin and there was

matual recognition hetween Mick and myself.

¥rom then onwards we weve fast friends and associates in the I1.R.A.
and from time to time he called ms up in consultation about various
Intelligence matters. I was constantly with him during the worst
nortion of the Angle-Trish war in 1920-21 and when he was nominated to

ro to london on the Treaty negotiations, he decided to take me with him,
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At that time n serious situation had arisen in Kerry I Bripade
g arising ont of the resignation of Paddy Cahill, Brigade 0/C. and the
apvointrent of Humphrey Murphy in his place, The appointment of
Humphrey was not at all popular with the nther officers of Kerry I and
what was equivalent to a mutiny had taken place. The mutiny was led
by Cormandant Daniel Jeffers,ac® ' and the tenuion in Kerry I. was
‘very serious, so that it was decided at G.H.Q, that I should be sent
back to Kerry to keep an eye on and ease the situation. I returned to
Kerry until eventvally the matter was considered at a G.H.Q. courtmartial
at which Cathal Srugha, Minister for Defence, presided. Tadhg Brosnan,
0/C. Castlegregory Battalinn, and myself, who were brought up as
witnesses to the courtmartial, ‘tendered our res:_lgnations and asked to
be returmed to the ranks, Both resimations were refused and I was
transferred to G.H.Q. In*elligence staff but assipmed to Kerry, This
conrtmartial took place during an interval when the negotiators had
returned from Londen. Mick Collins, Tadhg Brosnan and I had lunch
. tomether at the'! Bailey Restaurant and Mick asked me to go on a 'mission!
for him to Portsmonth and asrertain from a Captain Rusasell, R.N.,
whether any preparations were being made for & blockade as threatened
" by Lloyd "eorre. Captain Russell was sen of a Corkman, vho was a
coastpuard at Ballingoul, Dingle. He was born at the coastguard
station at Ballingoul and kmew my people well. He was apparently an
"I.R.B. man, He told ms that warships, destroyers etc., which had been
1aid up after the war, were being refitted for eéa for the blockade. |
He told me, however, to reassure Mick that not one of them would reach
the coast of Ireland. He would arrange to have them sent to ths

¢

bottom of the sea 1f necessary. R . i

T returned and ddlivered my report to Mick and went’ baé to

" Tralee to see after Kerry I, Mr. Sean.Hyde was sent d&un'?t\s Brigade

. . """ 1.0, Kerry I. and I was ordered to give him svery aﬁéismaa"f" | I¥did,
. . o ; sy J

.y
I

L]
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His reports were typed by a young chap who was empltlayad in an
Insurance Office in Tralee and who was a Fianna Officer. T was

st1l] PBrigade I.0. to the Fianna. Sean was asked for a report about
myself and my activities in Kerry. He got it typed by the young
Flamma officer and collected the coples himself. He forgot to collect
the carbons and that night I presented Sean with an exact copy of his
report. He resigned forthwith, but I refused to take the job and a
Tinperary man named Matty Ryan, under the name of "Matty Murphy" was
avpointed 1.0. to the Brirade. T helved him in every way and we
became fast friemds. Alas! he was killed later during the Civil
War in his native Tipperary. He was succeeded by Michael J. Hanafin
of Ashe Street, Tralee, who acted as Brigade I.0. to the end of ti&e

Civil War.

.. During the Truce, the officers of Kerry I. established training

camps throughout their areas. Humphrey Murphy became Brigade 0/C. of

. Kerrv 1. in Jamuary, 1922, with Jolm Joe Sheehy as Vice Commandant,
Those of Kerry I. who were attached during the Civil War to the Brigade
Colurn under Paddy Cahill formed a new battalion independent of Kerry I,
under the command of Paddy Paml Fitzgerald former Director of Training
and Organisatien of Kerry I. This battalion refused to serve under
Humphrey Murphy and Liam Iynch, Divisianal 0/C., came to Castleisland
vwhere he made the arrangements of the independent battalion, T had
an interview with him at Tralee and approved of it.

Homphrey Murphy had been Brigade 0/C., Kerry No. II. during the

Anglo-Irish war. Dan 0'Mahony of Castleisland, African big-game

hunter, had been his predecessor in Kerry II,, and he came in to Tralee

to zee me and showed 8 letter which Humphrey had written to

Richard Molcahy, thewm Director of Organisation, in which he complained
- that Dan was too old for command of the Brigade and stating that the
Brigade Officers were anxious to have a change, The outcome was that
Humphrey was himself appointed Bripade 0/C.
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T had been at I.R.B. meetings with Dan Mahony, Dan Allman and
Stack on occasions in Tralee and there is no doubt.most of us were on

- . the old side. I was the youngest and I wasn't ‘8o young.

VA somewhat simiiarlsituation alz-o.se with regard to Paddy Cahill.
Fe and I were the next gseneration, were the same age and about five
years y;.nmger than Stack. Cahill, though athlef,ié s was always
~ N "inclined to be delicate. He had‘ preumonia several times and,though
his hea.l.t’h was not good at‘ times, he was always hardy and he had great
vitality. Pe set up his headquarters in a }.mt. at Fibough between
fastlemaine and Annascanl built in the side of a mountain there. He
held Bripade meetinge which I attended at various places, at Annascaul,
Camp and other places, T rarely sald anything at these meetings as I
had already discussed the agenda with him and I an sure many of the
. battalion officers who attended these meetings wondered to the devil
what business T had at the meetings and what particular rank I held,
. Some, Tadhg Brosnan, An Seabhac, Joe Melinn, and Battalion 0/Cs. knew
T waa Brigade 1.0. though, I am sure Cahill had warned them never to
refer to it, All saw me at times at I.R.B. meetings but to the rank
and file and under-officers of the I.R.A. I was simply the friend of

Stack and Cahill,

In Tralee, where the principal British fo?ee_s were concentyated,
wore stationed under cover Paddy Carvey, Bripade Adjutant, acting for
Naniel J. 0'Sullivan, Michael Doyle, O/C., lst Battalion, and myself
as Brieade 1.0. and Joe Melinn, Brigads Vice 0/C., all, of course,
wnderground,  We had also an 0/C. Battalion A.S.U. who ranked as
Battalion Vice 0/C. Joe Vale of Boherbee, Tralee, acted until some
time in 1921 when he was succeeded by John Joe Sheehy, an appeintment
which improved the activities in the area. I think T should pay
tribute here to tha efficiency and courage of John Joe and the members
of his column who had a wvery difficult and dangerous pefiod of
service in 1921, - He was in charge of marw unpleasant jobs which were,



Military Archives, Cathal Brugha Bks, Rathmines, Dublin 6, Ph 8046457.

'118 .

s to say the least of them, dangerous and difficult and he carriled

them out with the utmost efficiency. Amongst them were the executiwhs
of ¥ajor McKinnon, Boxer Mahony, Cosey Fitzgerald and ....

in Enightly's pub. l

At any rate, these operations had to be carried out with the
. maximum of secrecy and it led to difficulties with some of the rank

and file in the I.R.A. who were anxious to be in all these actions or
at least have a hand in them,

Attached to the Parish Church at Tralee as a curate was Father
William Pehan, who had been a chaplain in the British Forcee during
World War T. He was constantly urging me, with vhom he became
friendly whilst I was supervising the guard of I.R.A. on Pathers
¥im, Ferris and Jeremlah Casey, C.Cs. at the Presbytery, at night.

. ) Father Ferris was openly threatened by the Tans and Auxiliardes and

. - _had to go about in civilian clpt.hes when he chose to com out by day,
and we had an armed cuard in the curate's part of the Presbytery
every nipght. I constantly called to see that the guard was posted
there and so hecame friendly with Father Behan., He was undoubtedly
a very patriotic Irishman in every sense of the word, However, I saw
very soon that he was a blt mnbalanced in his mind, no doubt as a
result of his service in the Creat War. His sense of valour was
inclined to ovtrun the dAiscretion which we had to exercise owing to
our moagre ragsources and, althougl; he didn't Imow then that Y was .
Brigade'I.O., he had sufficient experience of. me to sees that I was in
a position of authority in the I.R.A. He was constantly making
proposals to me to be conveysd to Paddy Cahill about operaticns which
I oven 4id not approve with the limited resources and perscnnel at our
disposal, He was full of enthusiasm for helping us against the
British and vwolm?teered for some of the actions personally. For a

variety of reasons I could not explain matters to him even 1f I had
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authority to do so which I had not. Unfortunately, he made contact

“with another member of the A.S.U. who suffered from the same complaint -

Mr, Famon Foran of Pridge Street - a member of "B" Company, lot
Rattalion. Father Behan drew up a report or petition te G.H.Q.
complaining of the want of activity in the area which was alleged to
be due to the volicy of the Brigade 0/C., Paddy Cahill, that he was
too old for the job and that he was in a poor state of health, Father
Behan, to my mind, was not a responsible person, wanted an all-out war
azainst the British, which was a policy which ue'could not carry out
for want of arws and ammmition and for want of training of a
sufficient number of men. Father Behan got the petition signed by
Ramon Horan, Joe Suarue, Paddy Kslly and others who had good I.R.A.
records without the implications being understood, and it was taken to
G.H.Q. by Masgle ¥ay Horan, a sister of Ned Horan's, vho was back from
the 1.S5.A, The O/C., of the 1lst Battalion, Michael Doyle, came to
me with an order from the Chief of Staff, Dick Mulcahy, for the
sxecution of the L.R.A. men who signed the document. That was the
firet T heard of it and I went to Dublin to H:lek Collins who, of course,
was my superior officer. He sent me to Cathal Brugha, G.0.C. and
Uinister for Nefence, to whom I explained the position and protested
against any such action being taken without consulting me. He sent

me to Dick Mulcahy whom I met in a house at the top of Harcourt Street.
T reported to him and, as a result, the order for the executions was
cancelled. At my interview with Dick Mulcahy I pointed out that both
Wulcahy himself and I were the same age as Cahill and it didn't seem
to matter. However, Mulcahy wrota to Cahill subsequently outlining
the arpuments against his retaining his command of Koerry I., and
Cahill, after showing me Mulcahy's letter and discussing the matter
with Tadhs Brosnan, sent in his res:l@at:llon. Andy Cooney of 0.H.Q.
Staff, after several efforts were made to get Tadhg Brosnan to take the
command, was appointed 0/C., and set about the organisation of the
Rrigade and Battalion staffs. The officers and men of Rerry I,
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notwithstanding Cahill's own équnitio_r;al to them,did not take too
kindly to the changes in the staffs and in some battalions the
position could be described as he'ar-zl;uﬁiny.- The tension continued’ :
down through the Truce and Humphroy Murphy, who had taken over
command of Rerry T. ﬁrigade from Andy Cooney and had taken over the
military barracks at Tralee from the British, felt himself anything
but secure from the officers and men of what was afterwards known as

the 9th Nattalion,

T had remained Brigade I.0. to Kerry I. until December, 1921,
when the C.H.Q. courtmartial took place. Tadhg Brosnan and I
attended the _court.mart.ial in Dublin as witnesses, but both of us
tendered our resimations and asked that we be returmned to the ranks
4n the I.R.A. DBoth resignations were refused but, after the
investigation, Liam Iynch was sent down and made the arrangsmex{t about
the 9th Battalion, Humphrey Murphy, as 0/C, of Kerry I. Brigade, was
to transmit all orders from Divisional Headquarters to the 9th

Battalion as an independent unit. As far as Y know, this arrangement

" was not carried out by Humphrey and the 9th Battalion acted

indepondently afterwards. Scfie time during the Clvil War Humphrey

Murphy contracted pneumonia and was replaced as Brigade 0/C. by

John Joe Sheehy,

Whi:@st. all this trouble was goinz on during the Truce period

. about the change in officers, nepotlations were going on in London with

the British, Refcre going to London Mick Collins sent for ms and told
me T was to accompany him and that my services would be used to bring

- dispatches to and from during the negotiatioms if necessary. I was

stil). Brigade 1.0. to Kerry I,, and I could foresee trouble 1n Kerry
about the aprointment of Humphrey Murphy as Brigade 0/C. A more
unfortunate selection for the brigade could not have been made. A

sood many of ﬁhe older officers 4id not considsr his treatment of

" Dan Mahony as proper. They believed that he had cut the ground fram
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under Mahony and he was not by any means popular because of it.

I kept G.H.Q. repularly informed through Mick Collins up to the
time of hia going to London and I explained to him that it would

not be easy for another person not so conversant as I was with the

" situation in Kerry to keep them informed and at the same time smooth

things over. I persuaded him that it was more important that I
ghould be in Kerry than with him in london. I suggested that he

should take instead Nenis Naly of Cahireiveen, later Fianna Pail 7.D.

for South Kerry, who was with him in the Civil Service in London and

who came over to Dublin like himself to. take part in the 1916
Rebellion. T don't think that Daly and himself hit it off during
the nerotiations in London and I believed Denis Daly returned homa‘

before the proceedings were completed,

After the Treaty was simed in London and the delegates returned
home Y was called up and was assimmed as a security officer to the
Nail and Cahinet sittings under the command of Simon Donnelly. ¥y
nrincipal duty was to look out for any dangerocus person of the eneny
forcea who might attend the public sittings and to help in seeing that

no unauthorised person got into the private sittings.

I was disappointed with the result of the Treaty negotiations in
Tondon and T real.{aed‘ that it would hot be acceptable to the vast
majority of the I.R.A. in Kerry., I Qaid to Mick that I was sorry
that t-hey did not re'turn to Dublin to the Cabinet before they aigned
and he retorted that it was a pity I didn't po with him to Londen and
advise him what to do under the circumstances. He had, on one of
the occasions that he returned to Dublin, sent me to Portemouth to a

flavtain Russell of the Royal Mavy to ascertain if there was any

“1tkelihood to the threat of Lloyd Georgs that he wonld order a

blockade of the country if they falled to accept the terms laid down
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by him, He reminded me that I was aware that preparations were being
made to put the blockade into effect and asked mo how he could t:ake

the responsibdility of a blockade and an all-out war. I returned to
Tralee but was constantly up and down to Dublin and matters began to
deteriorate seriously from January 1922 orwards. The military and
political pacts were signed and I was in Dublin, during the negotiations,
with Humphrey Murphy, Paddy .Cahill and Tom MeEllistrim, and I thought
the situstion was saved when the pacts were signed. At a meeting at
Ballyroe (T am sure it was an I.R.B. meeting) with Tadhg Brosnan in

the Chair, Y was delegated to go to Dublin to see Austin Stack and

Meck folline and implore them to prevent an outbreak of Civil War,
Stack gave me an assurance to take back that if there was any danger of
it he would go himself to Mick Collins and stop it and T got a similar -
assurance from Mick Collina.

Sometime afterwards T was in Dublin on railway business and, on the

way back by train, I met Mick Colling on the way to a meeting in Cork
City. He persuaded mo to go to Cork with him instead of going on to
Tralee. I d4d, and before arrival at Cork station, we made
arrangements to meet at the hotel where I was to stay with him. There
was a tremendous crowd to meet him and I stayed in the door of the
railway carriapge untll the platform had cleared. Tadhg Brosnan was
wog-king in Ford's Motor Pactory and he was on the platform and spotted
me. He wasted for e and we went to the meeting and we heard Mick
repudiate the Pact though he never pretended to. me he would on the way
down, I stayed that night in Tadhg Brosnan's digs and returned to
'l'ralqe the following day and never aiw- Mick Collins after.

He called to Tralee to Tom Sla't.tery’a of Gallo:ﬂsﬂeldé, where lived

¥ionan Iynch's people-in-law, whilst T was in Tralee Gaol in September
) in
or ONetober, 1922, He sent Coclonel Dave Religan/to me to say he would

call to see me about 7 or & p.m. that evening but, later, I was informed
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. that he was suddenly called to Cork and he would return to see me

- _the folloﬂng woek, e was on his way back to Tralee when he was

killed at Bealnabla, County Cork.

T often wondered since what Collins wanted to see me about. He
mey have wanted to see me personally only or he may have had a message
"4o convey to Stack or someone elss. He had already called to Cork

Prison and had gzot Florrie Nonoghue released, Florrié Donoghue had

been Adjutant General and fought in the Pour Courts at the outbreak

of the civil war., Or did he? He was there anyway in the Four
Courts up to the attack on it by Free State forces. I was known to
“Mick to be dead against the civil war under any circumotances, In
- discussing with Stack the danger of civil war taking place, Stack
- assured me that if Mick and the other delepates had come back and
submitted the British proposals before signing to the Dail Cabinet and
‘ - if they couldn't pet gsgreement in the Cabinet he would go to Cathal
R ' Brugha and get him to resien and both of them would retire from public
1life and they would allow Mick and his associates to carry on, I now
 believe that they would have done so even after the ratification of the

' Treaty by Datl Fireamn, but that pressure by the British compelled

Miek to attack the Pour Courts and so to precipitate the eivil war,

. Cathal Brugha was viecionsly oppesed to the terms of the Treaty and had
' a profound Alstrust of Mick Collin's w.laf!om and diplomacy, .Iwas a
‘very old friend of Cathal, our friendship dating to far behind 1913,
‘and I met hin one day wheeling his bicyele along Dame Street just

- ovposite the Castle Gate. He aai:i very bittarly to me: "Your friend
Meck is inside there where he belongs and I hope to God 1'll never
see you there with him though it would be hard to blame you, you
‘semd him so well"., ‘These may not be the exact words but that is
m,v memory of them,

I was arrested on 3rd August, 1922 by Famon Horan who had with

"him Jack Lydon of Strand Street, an ex-British soldier. Iydon was

-
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: friendly with Ned's Yankee sister, Maggle May Horan, the lady who
took Father Rehan's petition to Dublin, and at a rald on Lydon's
. house by i.R.A. after the attack on Camp barracks, a plan of the
attack was found there with some jewellery claimed by Miss Horan.

A battalion courtmartial sen*enced Lydon to death but on appeal a

Arigade Courtmartial at which Commandant Dan Jeffers gave svidence

on Tydon's behalf he was found guilty of larcemy of the Jowellery

only and ordered to leave the country. He came back in the Free
State Army when they landed at Fenit on 2nd August, 1922 and was

killed subsequently at an ambush by I.R.A. on Free State troops at

the Spa,

T think it was at the end of October or beginning of November
when Cemneral Fionan Tymch came into the gool to me asking if I would
- go to Mublin on peace proposals to end the civil war. T agreed,
provided T had the consent of Faddy Cahill and Tadhg Brosnan and that
. " I be allowed to discuss it with them. = I was réleased and went to
gea them at Derryquay School on the Traleé-Ca.mp road, They agreed
that I Should go and I went to see my sister at Annascaul before
going to Dublin the following week,

Yhen I was in Tralee gaol at firat there were 110 of us
nrigsoners, On the transfer of this batch to the Curragh, William
Mullins of Moyderwell, Paddy Paul Fitzgerald and myself, who had been
Rrigade Staff officers pre-Truce, were left behind and I was informed
that they had been instructed to open peace negotiations with Paddy
Cahill, James MacNamara, who waal Command I.0. to the Free State
forces in Tralee, told me so and showed me a secret commmication
from Gemeral Eoin 0'Duffy authorising him and Ceneral Daly to get in
touch with Cahill., I wrote to Cah'ill_ and arranged for a meeting at

T . : the Central Hotel, Tralee, between Daly and -MacMamara and Cahill,
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. They met, but adjourned,at Cahill's request, to the following day 8o
that T could attend. That night some ex-British soldiers in the
. Fyee State Army led by Jimmy Wall raided Cahill's father's house, but
did not find Cahill there. Cahill, for safety, stayed at Liston's at
Rallyard and refused ‘o continte the negotiations on the followlng
day as they had ruaranteed him safe conduct and they failed in their
obligation. Nobody knew that these negotiations were going on except
a few officers and the I.R.A, men mentioned and that was the excuse
for the raid on (ahill's house, 1.e., that they weren't aware that

fahill was in town on peace negntiations,.

It was some time afterwards that Jim MacNamara called to see we

in Tralee Maol when he was going under arrest to Tublin. He

complained to me that he refused to carry out a new policy of beat:!.nﬁ
- the prisoners to extract information from them and he was placed under
arrest and taken to Dublin. Dave Neligan told me afterwards that
MacNamara was admitted to hospital with a bullet wound in his head
from which he died. The bullet, he alleged, was fired by soms Natlonal
Army lad who belonged to what was known as the Dublin Murder Gang,
most of whom I kmew weil. I mention this to show the end of Jim

MacFamara, as good a man as ever breathed,

I failed at that "go" to stop the Civil War and tumed my attention
to the Brigade Committee of Kerry I. Mick HFanafin, who was Brigade
Y.0., had reported in supvort of carrying on the war and his report
was captured on the way to the Division. His handwriting was very
1like mine and they thought in Army Headquarters, that the report was
mine and that I had gone back to assist Karry. I. They issusd an order
to have he liguidated but I got to know it and I asked Dave Nellgan
to pet the original report and he would see that it was not in my

. T handwriting. We did so and, as he knew it was not my writing, the
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order was callad off. T don't like to remember what might have
happsned if the attempt to liquidate me was persisted in, I'll say

no more about it.

I attended Brigade meetings ai Daly's of Knockanecoulteen and at

.other places where the question of carrying on the war and other

matters were discussed. T drafted what I thought should be the
veonditions®, if Y might put it that way, of the unconditionsl surrender,
and that document was found om Stack vhen he was captured with liam
Iynch and others later in Tipperary. It was in my handwriting which
was well known In Covernment circles and it was well kmown by then that

T wvas the peacemaker,

T had been to Dublin, at the request of the Government, to meet
Stack and to try and stop hostilities and, though I didn't succeed, I
am sure I made a strong impression which culminated in the down-arms

at Tivperary.

Mr, Tan Brown, now Land Juﬁge, was released from prison for the
same purvose, I think, at the request of Senator Dowdall. I was not
re-arrested, but Nan Brown was and intermed. I would have been much
aafer 1f T had been interned, l?nt Mick Collins had issved instructions

that T was to be held safely.

Nele 0 d 1

I attach copv of a statemsmt (see Appendix "D"} made to me by
¥r, V.D.Doyle, retired County Surveyor to Kexry County Council, and
the son of Mr, J.J.Doyle, an ¥xcise Officer during the British regime -
hetter kmown to us in Kerry under the pen-name of "Belrt Fhear" - noted
Kerry Gaelic revivalist and author of several books in the Irish
Langvape, Mr, Val Dovle worked in the same buildings in Tralee, the
Courthouse, and hoth the old and the new County Halls, as I did during
the periods of both the Anglo-Irish apd Civil Vars, as we had close
assoclation in the service of the Kerry comi;.y Council., I kmew his

father through my association with the Gaelic League though he was much
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older than I was. T also knew Mr. Val Doyle’s uncle from Beaufort -
Mr. Jeremiah Doyle - better, and I know he had close contact with Mr.
hustin Stack, probably through the I.R.B., end uwsually nominated him
when he was a candidate for the D44l in County Kerry., In fact, he
waz his principal nominator, 1,e., the paper signed by Mr. Doyle was
put in as the official nomination of Mr, Stack. I remember also that
Mr. Jeremiah Noyle presided at sams important public meetings of the
Republican Party in Kerry and I deduce from that that he was an

important member of the I.R.B. organisationm.

Though I was so closely associated with Stack in the Republican
movement, he did not tell ma who and who was not in the organisatiom
unless thore was a epecial reason for it, For obvious reasons the
less you knew of the persommel of the Organisation, unless there was
a special reason that you had to, the better for all concernmed. I
was astonished at some of the people whom I "discovered" in the course

of my duties to be members, and good and faithful members,

I remember-the occasion referred to by Mr. Val Doyle in October,
1921, Mick Collins sent for me to call to see him at the Mansion
House, Dublin. T did not imow what he wanted me for till I called

con him. He agsked me to go to london with him during the negotiations
‘about the Treaty. I am certain he d1d not relish the idea of sending

him on this mission, but the other members of the Cabinet prevailed on

him to go. The relations hetween Cathal Brugha and himself were
somewhat strained, due to the fact that Collins had, to an extent,

taken over charpe of the guerilla tactics of the I.R.A., and Cathal
Arugha thought it wae an attempt by Collins to supersede him in
control of the YI.R.A. This notion, Y am sure, was added to by

what T will describe as michief-making underlings in the I.R.B. section
who, perhaps, unconsciously boosted Mick to the detriment of the
feputatim of Ct_!thal, and told stories, which I have no doubt had no

real foundatiom,
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5 I was n friend and associate of Cathal Brugha's long before I
had met Mick ard Y was dailv associated with Mick during that final
period of the Anglo-Trish war. T know Mick complained to me about

" the shortcomings of some of his and my associates and he had good
veason for these complainte which were purely military questions. I
' 'kno.w' he criticised Stack to his face and in my presence and, in
defence; T reminded Mick that men of Stack’s age, after all the trials
= o they endured and which both he and I mostly escaped, had not the

'd,wiamic enerpy which he and ‘I, T suppose I, then possessed, Beaides,

though I have to say it myself, I don't think the other Ministries

had the same type of men serving them. I believe ‘that Mick managed
to gset hold of the nick of the men.of ability and he had to ha've them

for his department and organisation.

Stack, I imm_v, did not resent Mick's criticism and admitted to me
that, under the conditions obtaining, he was right in his complaints
though not justified in bleming them for it. Anyway, the relations

. between Stack and collin‘s, to my observation, remained friendly even
after the Treaty had heen signed and up to the outbreak of the Civil
War. Cathal was very bitter towards Mick after the sipgning of the

. Treaty, but it struck me that it was the climax of differences of
opinion previously accentuated by tales from some of their satellites

but, of course, not in their immediate confidence.

As Mr, Noyle's note reminds me, I called to the Mansion House and
Mick told me he wanted me to accompany him to London and stay with him
during the Treaty negotiations. I thought I wasn't the type of
verson who should accompany the delegation to London except as a
bodyguard, and I lnew Mick had more competent men than I was whom he
‘could use for the purpose. I inquired what-other use I would be to
him and he said he might have to use me to bring highly confidential

docrments to the DA1} Cabinet and T said surely he had other reliable
y men who could do that.
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‘_ : An ugly situation had arisen in Kerry I. concerning the forced
‘-regignation of Paddy Cahill from command of Kerry I. Brigade and his
- . rumoured mp}acemsnt by Humphrey Murphy, who was then in charge of
‘Kerry T1., The senlor officers, Tadhg Brosnan, Jarvey and nw-self ete,
‘would have accepted the situation, though -under protest, but men like‘
;nan Jeffers, Colm Leader and others weren't at all satisfied. An_
“order, which T stopped, had already come down to Michael Doyle, 0/C., lst
- Battalien, to execute five or six men of the most active of the younger
. officers for mutiny, and I d1@ not regard the situvation in Kerry with
_ the same equanimity as G.H.Q. did, and I was determined to prevent an
outtjrealé which, in my opinion, wounld -be 'worae th;an the subsequent Civil .

' Wa.!‘.

. I had already reported on a1l that to Mick and I have no doubt he
understood the gravity of the situation in Kerry, and thought it so
. important that he took Mr.- Denis Daly, ex-T.D. of Cahirciveen and a
* - 1916 man. I believe Denis came back before the final outcoms of the

. negotiations, for what reason I have no personal knowledge.

Mek was upset by his attitude to his request which anybody else
would have jumwped at. He could have ordered me to go and I would have
complied with his order, but he did not want it that way. However,

80 frightened was I of the situation in Kerry that I threw away what

© _anyone wonld regard as the chance of a lifetims. I met Mick afterwards

' on occasions and we-were on terms of the greatest friemdship but, when I
said it was a pity the delegation did not report back to the Cabin‘et
hefore simning the Treaty, he replied that it was a pity I hadn't
accompenied him over and advise him what to do under the circumstances.
Ae said it very bitterly too, but it was the only occa.qion. on vhich we
had what ona would call a "row" and it didn't last.

3 _ Muring the Treaty negotiations he sent me to Portsmouth, the British

Raval base, to find out from a Captain Russell whether any preparaticns
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were being made to prepare for the threat made by Lloyd George,
British Prime Minister, that they would blockade the Irish coast
and carry out other military measures to staﬁe and beat us into
surrender. I told elsewhere Captain Russell's report and I doubt
if Mr. Lloyd Ceorge would be too easy 1n his mind if he Imew the
message I took back to Dublin to Mick Coll:lns.

You may be definitely certain that there was no enmity betwoen
f0llins and Stack up to the outbreak of the Civil ¥ar nor do I think

that ‘the ill-feeling continued during the Civil War.

I was sent from a meeting ét- Ballyroe, Tt.-alee, of I.R. A, c;rﬂcers »
all of whom were I.R.B. men ,- at which Tadhg Brosnan presided, to see
Stack and Collins and implore them to prevent a civil war at all
costs even to the re-opening of hostilities againat the British. I
met both of them and recelved the identieal same answer. Collins
said if there was any danger that such an.event would occur he would
o to Stack and prevent it.  Stack gave the sare undertaking and I
have no doubt he meant 1t, as he had already told me that had the
delegation come hack from England witia the final proposals as
subsequently accepted and subm:lttcd them to the D41l Cabinet befora
final acceptance, he and Cathal Brugha would have rejected them and
he would have got Cathal to withdraw with himself from the Cabinet
arid, I understood, from the DAfl, and they would have allowed Mick
and hi&_l c'lsao_ci'at.es to carry on with the Treat.f rather than piunga the
pazli".ies into armed conflict, He and (‘J&t-hal Brugha t‘ipparently'had

agreed to take this course rather than be the cause of civil war.

Tt was on the strength of this knowledge that I‘attended the
Ferry Y. Bripade meetings at Ennckaunacoulteen and elsewhere and got
the Rripgade Council to recommend to G.H.Q. the cessation of the Civil

War, The reprasentations made were found on St_ack subsequently

in my handwritine when he was captured at,Tippe;-ary.
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The McEllipgotts of Tralee,

I attach a further note from Mr, V.D. Doyle, retired County

. Surveyor, which reminded me of the adventures of the distinguished

MeElligott family of Castle Street, Tralee.

They were sons of Mr, Red McFlligott of Castle Street, Tralee, who
was & friend of mine of long standing. They were a remarkable family
who won outstanding educational distinctions 4n that cradle of learning
in Tralee, the old Christian Brothers' secondsry school at Edward Street,
Tralee. T did not know the eldest,¥r. Jom McEll4gott, as T think he
had sone into the Civil Service before I came to Tralee. I met him
afterwards when he m a Principal Officer in thé Department of Finance,
T knew Mr, James J. McFlligott and Mr, Con McElligott before they left
Tralee,

Mr. James J, McElligott fought in the Post Office in 1916, He was
in the British Civil Service and, of course, lost his job and he became
suhsequently “ditor or Assistant Rditor of "The Statist". He 1s
referred to in attached note to me in 1943 from his broiher, Dr. .Hichael
McR1lligzott, deceased,

T was corsulted by Collins and Stack in 1921, about his appointment
as, I think, Ass!.atat_lt. Secretary to the Department of Finance. I said
they could not have procured a more desireble and reliable man and
vouched for the natiomal integrity of himself and his tamily., T would
do the same todasy without hesitation,

I also anpend a statemsnt to me by one of the brothers, Dr, Michael
Me¥1ligott (R.I.P) in 1941, when he was a dispensary medical officer in
Nublin, and I can personally vouch for the truth of the story about the
rald on the County Club in Denny Street, Tralee. I was in the Central
Hotel opposite the Club and had a ﬂrgt.-hand account of it from some of
the Auxiliaries.
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The raid on the County Club caused a sensation all right and,
had it occurred later when Tom Clifford was better known, the raid

- might have ended disastrously for both of them, Tom Clifford becams

0/C. of 2nd Pattalion {Ardfert) afterwards and some of the biggest

. operations were launched by the British against him in his lair at

Ballyheigue area -~ luckily for Tom Clifford, without result. He was
8 1916 man and whilst he was in Tralee before he went to the énd
Battalion he gave the British no peace or ease and was vory troublesoms
to them. He lasted out the Truce without having been caught, and a
gocd job he did. He would get no quarters from the B;-it:lsh. In
fact, they blamed practically everything on him,

11 Elsc 21 and
Though I was not a member of a Sinn Féin Club, I was requisitioned
to do Director of Elections for the lhpublican_?art.y for the 1918, 1921,
1923 and 1927 D41l Elections.

I think it was at the 1921 Convention held in the Courthouse,
Tralee, for the selection of candidates for the Ddil that Tadhg Brosnan
proposed my names as one of the candidates and was seconded by Rev, Jas,
Slattery, now Archdeacen Slattery. Paddy Cahfll, our Brigade O/C.,
Kerry I, was then in prison end I thought it would ba botter that he
should be selectod instead of myeelf, he being of a higher rank in the
I.R.A. and in prison. I did not see how I could be more useful as a
T.D. than Brigade I.0. and I could see great difficulty if I handed
over my army job., If I beceme g T.D..I would have my cover as
Intellipence Officer, and I would be practically ineffective,

. Apparently, Tadhg Brosnen had instructions to propose me from I.R.B.

Headquarters because Mick Collins kicked up a row with me for not
taking it and for proposing Cahill. At first I thought he had some
objection to Cahill, but no. He disclosed to me that he intended me
to becoms Minister for Finance in the D&%, He did not consult me
beforehand and T had no taste for politics. I regarded my job as

!
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that of a soldier and Y did not want to exchange it for & political
career, I don't know that T would ever shine as a party man as I was
more inclined to bs an individualist, doing my jobs, civilian and

-nd]_.itary, in the wvays I considered most effective and efficient. I
-m never very amenable to discipline and I did what 1 thought was

‘right and honeat, whether it suited my superiors ornot. Nol Tam

afraid I would have made a bad party man and T am glad I didn't take

"on the $ob, though it wovld have.been my duty to do 8o 1f Paddy Cahill

wasn't availabla,. It only shows what small things change the whole
cou:_'ale of a man's life and possibly may cause changes to the whols

course of osvents. T can see now why Mick was anxious to have me

" selected as T.D. and why he wanted me to go to London with him; but

at the time I did not realise how important I had become to him both
in the administrative and qailitary apheres, . 1 had intenaﬁa training
in Local Government, administration and finance since I was appointed
County Accomntant in 1913 at the early age of 28 years in such a large
and difficulty county as Kerry, a big responsibility for such a young

man as I was,

Both the Secretary and Asaistant Secretary, who were my senior
officers, were cc;nstant.ly away through 1llness, and the onus was thrown
on me to manage the County Kerry in their asbsence. I think I did it
well, without fee or reward, but it gave me a woalth of experience of
dealing with men and things which helped to make my success afterwards
in carrying out the dangerous and difficult military job Ibad as
Brigade I.0. and in the advice and assis_tance I was able to give the
Fovernment to get over the crisis in Local Govermment affairs due to
the stovpage of the British Govermment grants and to plan fo;- the
severance of Local Government from British control. I did it without
recompense and I never regretted it. The only regret I have is that
T spent. my 1ife savings in expenses during that time which prevented me

from givine my children the higher education they were fitted for so
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that they might have at least as good a start in life as others who

never lifted a hand for the country.

The file attached concerns the refimd of the elsction deposits

lodped with the nominations of the Republican D41l candidates for the

elretions held in 19182, 1921 and 1922, Naturally very few of the

" Republicana in the early days had either money or credit on which it

covld be rajsed. The Sinn Féin Clubs on whom reliance was placed to

' callect and provide the funds for election expenses had been crushad

in Kerry and the vrincinal men who were membors of this c¢ivil arm were

. aither in prison, on the run or in exile in England. - The Foecutive

of Sinn Féin turmed to the army in Kerry for help to carry out the
functions of the Simm Féin clubs in eollecting the subacriptions to the
D411 Loan and the nomination and e]:ect‘.lon of members of the Ddil.

Mr. Paddy Cahill, Brisade 0/C, and I called on the principal men in
Tralee, such as Messrs, Jeremian M, Siattery, owner of the big bacon
factory; Maurice Kelliher, ome of the big millers and merchants and an
I.R.B, man in his young days; John Griffin, Merchant, another old
I.R.B. man, John Bally, prlne_ipal grocer and publican and other such
wonied people., VWe collected & large sum of money from these people
for the N&11 Loan which nobodv else would get, and Mr, Dan Brown and
myself became the Trustees for these monies for Kerry I. Brigade area,
At the end of hostilities, the subscribers to the Loan were surprised
to met back their subscriptions with interest and the whole of the

amounts were accounted for and refunded to the subscribers in full,

In the absence of the officers of the Sinn Péin organisation from
Kerry, Rev, FPather Ferris, now Parish Priest of Ballylongford and then
curate at Tralee, undortook the provision of the money to cover the
election deposits (£1,200) for the D41l candidate in June 192[. Some
of the money wad provided in cash at the Conveﬂtian, a.nd the. balance
was raised in the National Bank, Tralee, on guarantees:l’med by
Pather Ferris,Mr, Terence J. Liston, afterwards State ;:-E‘»p,l':iG:ltor for

Kerry,and wyself. _ . .
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Mr. Daniel J. Brown, then a young solicitor in Tralee and now
a Ifa‘nd Appeals Judge, gmlied to the Returning Cfficer, Mr. Redm_ond
Roche, Sheriff, for a refund of the deposits so that we coul;l
discharge our 1iebilities to the Bank and the others who lent us the
money. 1 tried wnsuccessfully before the Civil War to get the money
by getting {hecandidate to appeal for subecri_ptions, but the Cumann na
Gael people pald no heed to me, except Fionan Lynch who did his best

to hononr his bhonvd.

T discovered from ¥r. Wedmond Roche, the Returning Officer with
whom I was on friendly terms for years, that he had been ordered by
Mr, Rlythe, Minister for Finance, to hand over the m;:nies to the
Numarm na fael Organisation. This he did on petting an Indemnity
from the Minister for l_ﬁnmce. |

¥r. Brown advised legal proceedings vhich were taken in the name
of Toras 0'Monopghue, one of the Republ:lca.'n T.Ds, for County Kerry,
arid we recovered not only the deposits for 1921, but for the other

years as well, and I sgquare]up the account.

The attached file deals with some of the recovered money and the
claim made by the D431 Ceanntailr. Paddy O'Cﬁhglm was an old friend
of mine and I attended the meeting as the Ashbourme Hotel, Tralee,
and exolained the position and told them I was surprised that they
dich:;'t. display the sams energy when I was looking for the money to
pay the Rank. Hmﬁr,.-all was wll that ended well, and I hope they
fared better than I did before Mr. Dan Brown took the matter up in

-

the Ctmrts.,'

The file tells the story of my adventure: into politics and
the result of nv coming to the rescue when nobody else had either
money or credit, I have never since .got mixed up in political

election controversy and If I had to start on the new I would give
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! these organisations a wide berth,

Mr. Dan Brown, if he had the time, could give youn a better
account of the transaction, and you have my permission tb get him to
read over this story and get his comments. In fact, I think you
night get him to read over my whole story as he had a vesry clese
association with the late Austin Stack both at homs here in Tralee
and whilst he was Secretary to Home Affairs (Stack's Minis}try) in

MTublin in 1520-21.

T forget to mention that I was Director of Elsctions for Austin
Stack when he stood for Kerry as a Republican or Simn Féin candidate
in the first election in 1927; but, of course, I had to put up no
money for his election deposit. That was when the Fiamma F{il party
was formed and first contested the election as a party. Stack was
‘ . ' elected by a huge majority, but he 4id not ata.rgd‘ for eiect:l.on in the

2 second. DE11 election in 1927. I took no further part in elections,

Before the Truce came along I was a member of the £rd Comhairle
of Sinn ¥éin and was a delegate from Annascaul Cumann to the
Convention in Dublin in 1922. ' .

Officers of Kerrv I, Brirade Staff,
The following are the names of the Kerry Brigade Officers of the

Nationdl Volunteers and I.R.A. appointed during the period since the
. separation of the Redmondites from the Republican members in 1915, and

of the Brigade officers of Kerry I, Brigade since its formatien in 1917:.

£4 7
Brirade 0/Cs, Austin Stack, Upper Rock St., Tralee(went
to G.H.Q. and Cabinet).
Patrick J. Cahill, Caherina, Tralee.
' Tomfs O'Nonoghue -)
. Tadhz 6 Cinneide ) Jointly and temporarily.
A Nr, Andrew Oooney, Actins to Truce.

, Bricade Vice O/C. Joseph Melinn, Creenview Terrace, Tralee,
- Toms O'Dmoghue, T.Dl’ Dubljn.
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Brigsade Adjutants.

Briede O.Ms,

Rrigzade Mroector
of Transoort.

Brigade Nlrector

of Fneineering,

Bricade Chief of
Police,

Brigade I.0.

Brirade Nirector

of S4pnals,

Diarmuid Crean, Post Office, Tralee.
P.J. Cahill, Caherina, Tralee,
Daniel J, O'Sullivan, Army G.H.Q., Dublin.
Patrick farvey (also Bricade Director of

Commmications).

Patrick Barry, Rock Street, Trales,

Willlam Mullins, Movderwell, Tralee,
Maurice Fleming, Gas Terrace, Tralee.

Dr. Maurice Quinlan, Ballybunion (retired).
TNenis OfCommor, Castle Street, Tralee. '

James Mullins, Cahirciveen.

Jares T. Flavin, B.E., Dublin.

Patrick Barry, Rock Street, Tralee.

Tadhg & Cinneide to December, 1921.
Sean Hyde, Cork (Vounded).

Matthew Ryan, Tipperary (killed in action).

Edmond Yoriarty, Blennerville, Tralee.

137.

f During the Civil War, 1.e. from 1st July, 1922, the officers of

Karry Y. Rrigade vere as follows :-

1. Humphrey Murphy, Ballybeg, Farranfore,
2, John J. Sheehy, Cloonbeg, Tralee,

Brirade 0/Ca,

Brizade Vice
0/Ca,

Brimde O.M,

:R;igade Adfutant.,

Rrisade M,0.

1. Tomis O'Donoghue, T.D., Dublin,
« Jeremiah Otleary, Castleisland,
3. Sean McCarthaigh, Castlecountess, Tralee.

2

Maurice Fleming, Gas Terrace, Tralee.

1, Cors. Casey, Cloonbeg.Terrice, Tralce.

(appointed Adjutant to ist Eastorn Division).
2, Patrick RBaymond, Clash Fast, Tralee:

3. Jeremiah Hanafin, Ashe Street,

L. Denis Cronin, Lower New Street, Killarney,

1. Penis N'Commer, Cloonmore Terrace, Tralee,

2. ...eeec.]eahy, Clash, Tralee,
3. James OtConmor, Edward Street,

do.

1. br. Vaurice Muinlan, Blennerville,

2.lnr
i

Togar O'Connor, Tarbert
visfonal H.0. in Jume 1922).

do.
do.

appointed

3. Dr. Mavrice Quinlan op lst July, 1922.
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Ineinearing, 1. James T, Flavin, B.E., Bock Street, Tralee,
T s (avpointed Divisional O/C., Engineering).

2. Peter 0'Domnell (in U.S.A.)

- 3. Patrick Kelly, The Kennels, Celbridge, Col Kildare. .
(Assistant Ofé . Engineering during whole period),

Siemals, Edward Moriarty, Blemmerville, Tralee.

Intellirence, 1. Tadhg O Cinneide, Ardrinane, Ardfert.
' (Tranaferred to G.H.Q. Staff in December, 1921.

2. Sean Hyde, Cork.

3. Matthew Ryvan, Tivperary (killed).

L. Michael J. Henafin, Ashe Street, Tralee.
Police, 1. Patrick iiarry, Rock Street, Tralea,

(resigned on reorganisation),
2, Michael A. 0'NDormnell, Castlegragory.

Mined Trenches and Bridges,
_ The notes which were sunplied to me by Mr., Val Doyle, retired

County Surveyor, remind me of another story with which Mr. Doyle was

Y connected and which has probably slipped his memory.

-y

The roads in Kerry were made practically impassable for all traffie
other than pedestrian in 1920 and 1921. The British tried to get the
;t.renchea closed amd temporary bridges erected where the exiasting ones
;rere destroyed by the I.R.A. Naturally it was very inconvenient for
Ithe loyalists and T presume they made repressntations to* their
fovernment friends in Mublin about it. At any vate s the British forces
commandesred the services of the local inhabitants to £111 in the
;t.reuches and help in restoring temporarily the broken bridges. However,
as Tast as the repa?.rs wore carried out, and when the British forces had
left, the trork was undone and the gmditims were as bad as ever,

The ILocal Sovermment ‘Board, acting no doubt under pressures from
.their friends in the forcea, wrote to the c;mnty Surveyors in each county
veinting out that it was the duty of the County Councils to maintain
‘these roads and bridpes and that the County Surveyors had a statutory
A ﬂuty to maintaln them, and asking that the County Surveyor should be
-.. soot enough to assist in carrving out the necessary repairs,
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¥ ' Mr. Doyle showed me the letter and I asked him to write the
" NDepartment and point out that he could not ask his men to risk their
- . lives unless there.was made available maps showing what trenches and

-bridges had been mined, as wo were aware they had already done so,

The Military and Auxiliaries marked on mips the trenches and
hridges which were mined and ¥r, Doyle cmwyaﬂ'the information to
me and I-notified Brigade Headquarters and gradually the mines were
put off and thoy were not renswed. T don't know whether Mr. Doyle
remembers this incident, but T have a.dist:.[nct remenbrance of 1t.

i Establishment of Co-Operative Fishing Society
in West ¥errvy.

' T attach two documents (see Appendix E) in relation to the
estn‘biishment of a Co-O‘per;étilxre Society In West Rerry :=-
- ' ' 1, Lotter to me from i«r. Austin Stack dated 22/10/1920.
2. Report from Mr., James Manning, Clerk of Works, dated 2nd July,
- \ -19A4,
" T nhad nothing to do with the formation of the Soclety or
Societies nor with the carrving out of the works referred to.
There was considerable opposition by vested interests in Dingle
to any co-operative enterprises in the district as can be seen from

Mr. Manning's report,

I lcncm.very little about the projects which were sponsored by
the Ministry for Home Affairs in co-operation with the local
fishermen of whom Patrick Brosnan and John farvey, boat owners,
ware the leading nrﬁtagonists. The Societies were formed for
the henefit of the local fishermen in the raeltacht and undoubtedly

. would have been of great assistance to them at that time, The
disturbed condition of the times prevented the carrying out of the

projlects to the great loss to the deep-sea and inshore fishermen.
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¥Mr. Muiris O Cathain, who now resides in Dublin, can glve
the full history of the circumstances which geve rise to the
undertaking, and nrobably the Wnt of Fisherles are in
vossession of the facts and of the winding up of the affair.
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