e

BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1973-21
BURD STAIRE ‘MILEATA 1913-21

No. W.S. / /95

DOCUMENT NO. W.S..1,195 .

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

ROINN COSANTA,

STATEMENT BY WITNESS.

Witness

ratrick nokerty,
Ccl.me,
Carvick-on-Shannon,
Coe lolirin.

ldentity,

VYico-Cormeniont cnd later Acting Commandsnt
1c: Rattalisn Jouth ieitrin Bripgede.

Subject.

Cliimo Cxrery :ath Lelirin Brigodo,
1017=1983. '

Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

L1l

File No. Be2207 ...
Form B.5.M, 2




—
[}

BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-71
, _ No. W.S. 1,145
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T I was born in Cloone, Co. Leitrim, which 1s my

native place and where I now live. I went to the local

school there. I joined the Irish Volunteers in February
1917 in Cloone. There was a company organised there then.
It was only established sbout a fortnight when I joined.

I ;was then sixteen years of age. Frank Haguire, who was

a8 E;nea.r relative of mine, was then Company Captain.

Be!rn:l.e Ryan was the lst Lieutenant and John Donoghue

2nd Lieutenant. Peter Brady was Company Adjutant and
Joihn Barte Company Quartermaster. The Section Commanders
we:re Michael Donnelly, John Mulligan, John Lennon and

James" Milligan.

The strength of the company wag then about forty-
f'iw:re,all ranks, Capt. Maguire then imparted the
mz;;truction we got and took charge of our drill parades.
He :h&d had some previous military training with the

' - National or Redmond Volunteers. We had no arms except

that a few of our mam:bers bad revolvers. Such revolvers
we:@_e generally of an obsolete: type more or lsss - usually
old *Bull Dogs'. We had parades twice weekly, one on
Sundays and oné on some week-night. All parhdes were
hel;d in secret. The R.I.C. had & small barracks and
garrison in Cloonme but they did not interfere with us or
seem to *catch on* to our activities. Drilling and the
car?ying of dispatches, which were numerous, were our

principal activities at this time. As time went on the

- strength increased slightly by the taking in of some

1'601:'1.111‘.9 to the drganisation. We dld not take any oath
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when we joined or make any promises or reservations
k

whatsoever then. In order to get funds we organised
éancés and concerts and suchlike. There was no battalion
ér brigade organisation in South Leitrim at this time -
just companies or the nucleus of companies in different arees
ﬂut well in touch with each other and co-operating wﬁere
Aecessany.

I
E Thihgs went on like this on into 1918, in the
eérly part of which the conscriptlon crisis came upon us.
Oﬁr membership of the Volunteers now increased extensively
ahﬂ soon we were from 8 hundred to one hundred end twenty
strong. After the crisis had died down a 1arge number

of this influx fell away, but most of. them came back again
té us in 1919. When the conscription crisis came we
were 3t111 in the same position regarding arms. There
was none eifcopt the few revolvers previously mentioned

aéd a few shotguns belonging to individual members.
A fund to fight conscription was started and the Volunteers
we}e 1nstrument$1 in collecting a good sum of money for
thas. The Volun£eers algo went around and had nearly
everyone sign the anti-conseription pledge. Drilling
and treining were intensified but otherwise no speclal

pr?cautions ware taken to meet the menace of conscription.

|

E During the by-election in East Cavan, which took
place in July 1918 and at ahich Arthur Griffith won that
seét for Sinn F&in, about twenty-five Volunteers went over
thére to aééist the local men. They travelled on cycles
and Capt. Haguire took charge. On reaching Bailieborough
they wera held up by a party of military, who took the

hur;ey sticks which they were carrying of £ them and

punctured thelr cycles by putting bayonets through the
|
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tyres. However, they managed to proceed and to have thelir
cycles repaired and they did duty on the polling booths
in the electoral area, They were away for three days.

411 got back home safely.

In August 1918 a brigade organisation came into

being for South Leitrim. A big mobilisation of Volunteers
was held at Gorvagh for this occasion. Ned O'Brien was
eppointed Brigade 0/C and Sefin Mitchell Vice 0/C.

Joe Beirne, who was later killed at Gorvagh with Sefn
Connolly and others, was appo:lnted- Brigade Adjutant

and. Frankie Sweeney Brii;ade Quartermaster. Battalions
. wera now organised apd our area became the lst Battalion.
g“éﬁ'h‘ Briody was appointed Battalion 0/C, Barney Magee

waé, I think, Battalion Adjutant, and Johnny Conlon

Battalion Quartermaster and Vice Commandant of the battalion.
The companies comprising the battalion were: "A' (Carrigallen)
Capt. “"Packie® Cosgrave, 'B' (Aghavas), Capt. Pater

MeIntyre, *C* (Cloone), Capt. Frank Maguire, 'D' (Cornageeha),
Capt. John Joe M;;Garry. R (Drﬁmﬁilly), Capt. Brian
MeEnroy, 'F' (Fearglass), Capt. - Kirwan, *G* (Drumeeils),
Capt. John Lee, 'H' (Barmacoole), Capt. Patrick Keville.

The position as regards armamsnt remalned the same.

In December 1918 a general election was held )
throughout the country and in our area, as elsewhere, this
meant & huge amount of work for the Volunteers. Although
Sinn Fé:l.n‘;::ghthe political side of the movement, was thse
organisation conducting the election campaign against
the Redmond or National party, the Volunteers did most
of the spade work and were busily emplo}ed in canvassing
voters, colleetling subscriptions for the election fund,

checking polling registers and suchlike. On polling day
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théy d1d duty at the different stations to ensure that
J ;

thpse in sympathy with Sinn Féin could record their votes

f{aely.

They also indulged in, in some éases, in

pérsonating voters who were absent or dead, and in this way

e$sured the return of the Sinn Féin candidate,

The

| .
R}I.C. had also some of thair men on duty at the polling

sﬁations. hut everything went off peacefully and there

! .
vere no serious clashes anywhere in the area,

a
'Volunteer guard was mounted on them throughout the night.

R R

Cumann na mBan was also organised in the area in
There were small branches in nearly every company

rea. The night the polling ended the Volunteers
acorted the ballot boxes to Cerrick-on-Shannon, where a

EWhen the ballot boxes were leaving for Carrick-on-Shannon

i .
'one R.I.C. man named Ward tried to travel with them

]
l

but the Volunteers refused to let him do so. This man

later resigned from the R.I.C.

In January 1919 the lst D1l assembled apnd took

over the responsibility'ror the Volunteer force, declaring

them to be the army of the Irish Republic. All members

were now obliged to subseribe to an oath of alleglance

to the Republic: and the D611 as the elec;ea governnent.

All our men tock thls oath and we had no losses, Ve

were now the I.R.A. The DAil now floated a public loan

and a house-to-house collection was made by the Volunteers
At least & £1 was subscribed by
The Sinn Féin Club handled the money

A number of the Volunteers
All

for subsacriptions.
every householder,

and accounting end of this.
were also members of the Sinn F&in organisatiocn.

subscribers to the loen were issued with a temporary

receipt and leter on they received an official recelpt
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from the Department of Finance of the D&il,

| G.H.Q. ordered a boycott of the R.I.C. to be carried
ouL in an effort to force them to resign. All traders
wege visited by members of the Volunteer force and ordered
no% to supply the R.I.C. with provisions or foodstuffs
oféany sort. The R.I.C. were now compelled to

co$mandeer thelr supplies, which they did. A volid which
haé been growing between the R.I.C. and the people

waé'now accelerated end the people no longer associated
wiéh them or spoke or assisted them in any way and they were
generally avolded and treated as outcasts. There were,

of kourse, a few exceptions to this rule, but generally
thetforce wes: treated as an alion enemy force. The .
boypott had not the effect thet it was hoped and there

wer% no mass resignations. However,.two of the local
pol%ce d1d resign later on - Constable P. Carroll and

I
COn?table Patrick Curran.

t

1

| Towards the end of 1919 - in the harvest-time -

a géneral raid for arms was ordered by G.H.Q. The
Volﬁnteers, wearing masks, visited every house in the area
where 1t was known or suspected that there were arms of
any |sort. Thias area contained a big percentage of
Uniﬂnist loyal Orangemen and it was necessary, therefore,
that our men when raiding should wear masks in order to
conc;al their identity. We collected a big number of
shot%uns. both double and single barrel type, end & small
supp;y of cartridges. We 2180 picked up a few revolvers
of d%fferent types apd calibre and a small amount of
assoited ammunition for same. ﬁe got no service weapons -
nos éven & sporting rifle, The raids went off peacefully

|
and Fhere were no shooting affairs. Generally, and
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\ particularly amongst the Catholic population, 1t was only
e matter of asking them for thelr guns, but some of the
Protestant and Unionist elements had to be persueded to

\

| do sa by rougher mothods such as threatening them with

\ revolver, The Company Quartermaster kept all the arms
l mostly, T think, at his own house. Things were quiet then
\and raiding by the British forces had not started.
\Shortly after we started to collect the arms the R.I.C.
|end military also started to perform the same operation
lbut’. we were always a jump ahead of them and had the area
‘cleaned 1;p before they arrived. It was soon apparent
that. our headquarters had previous information of the
enemy *s intention to take up all arms 1in the country.
We collected about seventy-five shotguns hut a blg number
of them were ﬂnserviceable and were only scrap. In faet,

they were da.ngero-us.

i In 1919 a boycott. of Belfast goods was started.
All traders were mstmcted ‘not to trade with Belfast
firms or firma 1n the Six Counties who were black listed.
Ge\nerally the traders were loyal to us and stopped
tr?ding with the f£irms notified -to them. One trader named
Pope 1in 'I:,h:l.s village -continued to got supplies of bread
frglm & Belfast bakery and, although warned, continued to do
s'o.h\. ‘One day 5'1'x of our men met the bread-van between
Moh’lill and here and upset the van, bread and all, into the
val:ll.éy be_iow the road. That ended am} at-t.empt to bring
boycotted bread into Cloone.

\l\ The Sinn Fééi‘ﬁ:vcsere now organised and functioning
very‘. Buccéss:fully. The Volunteers were ndﬁ performing
poli%e duties in conjJunction 'with the courts. A special

p.oliée force of Volunteaers was organised for this purpose,

\ :
I was detalled to take charge of this-force in our area



~and was given five mwen for the duty. Our principal work
was in settling dlsputes between péople and in convincing
others to have their cases tried by tﬂe Sinn Féin Courts.
The people reacted to the Sinn Féin Courts very well

and the British Courts were almost deserted. The Sinn
Féin Courts were very fair in their decisions and, what
‘waes: very lmportent to the ordinary people, were inexpensive :
anh eaaily available. The courts at first were held in
secret but when the R.I1.C. evecuated Cloone they were held
:14 public, Three. local men of atgnﬂing - large farmérs -
aﬁted asijuﬂgea - Mr. McKenna, u;,_Fbley and Mr, Ha?te.__
In the latter part of the year we had to make an arrest.
‘This was. an asshﬁlt case arising out of a dispute over -
p;ogerty. This man was kept in & place of detention or
unknown destinn@lon guarded by Volunteers. The man Was
taken before & Sinn Féin Court and tried. He was
sgntenced to undergo a fine,.which he paid, and also _

t?e medical expenses.of the man hh.assgplted; Generally
this was e peaceful area and easy to deal witb.

The R.XI.C. d1d not evacuate the local barracks until
Jply 1920. ¥Within an hour of their withdrawal, which was
_ tb Honill, we had the premises burned and one of our men,
while the walls were still hot, climbed up and put a
tricolour fleg on the highest point of the ruins. Another
bfrracks at Agharas had been evacusted tefore 1918.
We did not destroy this. The R.I.C. alse evacuated thelir
barracks at Farnaght This was not destroyed either
ag the Battalion Commandant at ‘the time failed to carry
qut his orders. $ha Sergeant s wife an famlly were still
#1ving in the barracks and the Commandant was too tender-

Qearted:to have them thrown out and the house burned.
| . . } ’
|
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~ Prior to the evacuation of Cloone barracks, a
plan ﬂad G;en fbrmﬁlated to captﬁre it and ity garrison.
Seﬁn Mitchel, who was now Brigédé 0/6. sent word with
the 1lst Lieutenant of our Company, whom he met in
Mohill at the funeral of a Volunteer, to prepare an
attack on Cloone R.I.C. bﬁrracks. Bernie Ryan was now
0/C of our battalion. - Maguire had died in 1918 from
the 'flu which was raging then. Mick Brady was the
local Company Captain at this time. A meeting of the

" officers of the Company was held at which I attended,
i although I did not as yet hold officer rank but was in

: charge of police.

I knew all there was to be known about the
' police in the barrackn; their sirepgth amnd armament
land habits and movements generally. The garrison
consisted of five Constables and & Sergeant. The
Sergeant, who was married, lived in a small house next
%o the barracks. There was no barbed wire as yst
Frounﬂ the barracks, but the windows were heavily sandbagged.
Frank Brennan, who acted as drill instructor to our
Company, was also at the meeting. I put up a plan at
this meeting to capture the barracks by a ruse, rather
ﬁhan trying to take it by an attack, which was adopted.
fwo of the R.I.C. were wont to go,to Heeran's
phblichouae(ég;zgg_ggﬂg time each evening)which was
about two hundred yards from the barracks and which is

next door to where I live. The window pf my sitting-
room looks out on to the back of Heeran's yard. The
téo R.I.C. always carried revolvers and, when they
returned to barracks, two more would leave on a similar

mission to Pope's, another publichouse in the town.
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The plan was to have some men concealed in
Heeran's yard and others in my house and, when the two
R.I.C. meﬁ entered Heeran's, they were to hold them up
and disarm them and take their uniforms, belts,
revolvers and whistles, etc., to keep them from
returning to barracks, Two of our men, specially
picked because of their physique, were then to dress
i in the police uniforms and, having done so, were to
feign arresting Frank Brennan as a British army deserter
[ end kKick up a general shindy in the place. They were
to blow their poliqe whistles, ealling for assistance
+  from the barracks. ;t was hoped that at least two
' more Constables would come to their aid, and they would
likewisa be held up and detained and their uniforms
i taken. Our party were then to proceed to the barracks,
| dragging their prisoner with them, and, in this way, it
was hoped to get admissicn to the barracks. Meanwhille
the remainder of our party were to lie low until the
barracks was opened and then rush to the assistance of
their comrades. When the second two police had gone
to the assistance of their comrades, there would be
only the Sergeant and ocne Constable in the barfacks. and
the Sergeant would be in his own house.at this time.
Two men were to take up position at the back of the
Sergeant's house and a simflar number at the wall in

front, to keep the Sergeant-in his house.

All arrangements to bring off the ruse were
ready and all men detailed for the Job had taken up
thelr allotted positions on the night set for the
adventure. The Vice Commandant of the Battalion had
got a revolver from Sean Mitchel, the Brigade 0/C, for

the oceasion. This was a six-chamber revolver. He,
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;I and another man named Harte were in the kitchen of
gur house, awaiting the fun to start. The Viece
Commandant took five_bullets from the revolver and then
%tarted pulling or snapping the trigger. 1 shouted at .
him to be careful, that the gun was still loaded, and he
janswered that 1i¢ was all right, there was no danger.

EHe preased or pulled the trigger once too often, and s
;shot went off. I believe he did this deliberately and
Ethat he had actually removed the lead from the round
;previously, as I counld find no trace of the bullst
flodging or hitting anywhere, and I saw the direction in
'which the gun was pointing at the time the shot went off,

1

. My mother now came into the kitchen and ordered him out

. of the house and told him never to come near the place

again.

The game was now up, as the police could eaéily
hear the shot 1n the barracks. I immediately went to
' the sitting room window and told the boys in Heeran's
: that it was 81l off and tc disperse and to meet later
r at Rogan's house. This they did. The police did not
come out of barracks that night. We met later at
" Rogan's that nilght and discussed thé matter, Ye
. decided that we would have another try later on, another
night, but without the man who fired the shot. This
man was kept away from all activities after that.
Shortly after this, the barracks was evacuated as we

never got another chance to put our plan to the test.

As stated, we burned the barracks 1ln broad
daylight as soon &s the police had'left the town.  There
! wWas at this time & force of British Cavalry camped at
Gorvagh, some few mlles away from Cloone. On the night
of the burning, we were having a general dﬂfebration at
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P@pe's Hall where we used to hold meetings, etc.
w?ile the celebrations were 1n progress, a little girl
nﬁmed Theresa Sweeney, aged eleven years, came into the
H%ll and told us that the troopers were coming. She
lived on the Gorvagh side and had run a mile and a half,
1# her bare feet, in front of the troopers to warn us.
About twenty troopers entered Cloone that night but,
thankg to her warning, we Jjust had time to get out and
dhsperse before they arrived. Were it not for this
l?ttle girl's bravery and intelligence, we would have
been all caught in the Hall. Fortunately for her, the
h;rses ﬁere proceeding only at a walking pace. She had
heard them coming while they were sﬁill some dlstance
from her own house and realised the position and their
iptentiona. Other c¢hildren of her age would have been
frigntened to venture out on the road at night,
e?pecially in those times. The Volunteers made her a
péesent of a pair of shoes &s & token of their
appreciation of her actions. Several times afterwards,
this same glirl.saved our men by warnings of the enemy
qpproaching when there were large scale roundg-up. She
wpuld make her way through the. efemy lines by using the
fields and bogs, and warn our men of the enemy movements.
They fired. at her a few times but she always succeeded

1h evading then.

. Thefa was a rate collector named Curran for this
district. The Volunteers werd ordered to burn all rate
cpllection books, and Curran refused to hand over his
bPoRs. He would not let the Volunteers into his house
when a number of them went there - about fifteen under
Péddy Charlées who was 0/C of Aghavas Company. The
Volunteers fired some shots into Curran's house. The
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matter was reported to the Brigade 0/C, Sean litchel, and
he ordered that the Volunteers and a man named Murphy,

~ whom Curran had 1nsinpated was with the Volunteers, be
put under arrest. There was some sort of private

- spleen between Curran and Hﬁrphy, neither of whom were

Volunteers.

The Volunteers were placed under arrest; and Fat

Cosgrave, the.Battalion o/c, myself and six Volunteers

went to get Murphy. We arrested Murphy and brought the
~whole lot to Cloongrange for gquestioning. The Brigade
Staff were.there, and statemenfs were taken from the
Volunteers and Murphy. The Volunteers were allowed to
g0 homeand Hurphy was detained. Three other Volunteers
_and I took Murphy to Ballinamuck in Longford and handed
‘him over to the Volunteers there. He was later tried

there and roleased. Sedn McEoin was a member of the

court that tried him.

In September, 1920, an ambush was planned to take
place at Racullen, about a mile from Cloons, on the
Carrigallen road. A lorry of R.I.C. wéq# in the habit
of travelling that rosd from Hohill to Carrigallen.
A system of signalling had been worked out and was
operating in the area at this time. Signals were made
by bugle blasts and by using the barrel of a shotgun by
blowing down 1t. We took up a position on the side of the
. road at a very bad bend. There were twelve men, armed
with shotguns and cartiidges filled with slugs. There
were also a couple of nevolvers in the party. We lay
walting for the lorry to come. Eventually, our scout
‘high up on the hill picked up a signal from Carrigallen
which was being sent via Aghavas to Mohill, The signal

was to the effect that the R.I.C. had been to
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Carrigallen and arrested a man. This was conveyed by
2 certain nmumber of calls or blasts. We realised now
that we could not ambush the party of R.I.C. as we
would endanger the prisoner who was probably some
important Velunteer. Ve withdrew from our position
and were up-on the top of the adjacent hill apd, while‘
there, the R. I.C. passed through with their prisoner.
Next day we learned that the prisonar was our Battalion
0/C, Petrick Cosgrave. ~ Our party was dlspersed to

their homes. Cosgrave had been appointed Bn. 0/C in lieu
of John McGarry (deceased).

There was living in the sarea a man called Willianm

- Bohan. This man had sﬁent a considerable time in

America and returned to live here. Bohan's uncle had,
at one time, owned a business premises in Mohill which
had gone down, and was scld. These premises were now
owned and conducted by & man named McKenna who had
bought "1%t. Bohan had come into some money through some
lqgacies and now thought to get this business premises
for himself. He was unsuccessful through peaceful
means, and decided to try more fbrceful means. He
organised a gang who went, wearing masks, tc HcKenna's
customers and warned them, unﬁer threat of severe
penalties, not to trade with McKenna. In this way, he
started:a boycott, so to speak, of MHcKenna's premises.
Bohan's gang raided the house of a Volunteer named
Tiernan end abugsed Tiernan's father and mother. This
matter was reported to me. I was the Company Captain
at this time. I went to the Brigade 0/C, Sean
Mitechel, and reported the matter to hlm. Hitchel
came out to Clocone and, with some other Volunteers, he
and I proceeded to Bohan's house. Bohan at this time
lived with his brother. After an investigation,
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Bohan was arrested by us and brought to a disused
house where we kept him fof two weeks under guard. He

was then tried and fined £9.0.0.

Before he paid this fine, he bought a house in
Mob1ll and moved in there. We asked the Volunteers in
Mohill to collect the fine or to rearrest him, but they
failed to do either. ‘Bohan came out to the Cloone
area to attend his mother's funeral and, on his way
back to Mohill afterwards, Owen Brady, Michael Donnelly
and I held him up at Drumarkin, Glebe. We were armed
with revolvers. He was driving a horse and trap. 1
grabbed the horse by the head and held him; and Brady
was behind me. Donnell was on a hill, keeping a watoch
on the road in case any British forces might come upon
us. It was about 5 p.m. at the time and quite bright.
John 0'Donnell, a man who worked with Bohan's brother |
and who was with Bohan, went to Bohan's brother to get
the £9.0.0. from him to give to us. While Ot'Donnell
was away getting the money, Brady let off a shot
accidentally behind me where I was stlll holding the
horse. 0'Donnell returned with thé money and, having
got 1t, we let Bohan go his way. When we got up-to the
top of the hill where Donnelly was, he, Donnelly, asked
me what had happened to my coat, and I then discovered
that the bullet,accidentally fired by Brady, had passed
close under my arm, ripping a plece out of the cloth of
my coat and under my breast pocket. .

_ In Novenber, 1920. the Black and Tans, or the

first detachment of them, arrived apnd took up quarters
in the R.I.C. barracks in Hohill. I think it was on
the 9th of November. fhere w&s quite a blg number of

them came to the County, and they established strong
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éarrisons in all the towns and places where the R.I.C.
had remained. Things now became very nasgty, and those
men immediately became very ective and started to raid,
- hold up and abuse people. The day that they arrived
iq ggz;::t-they ralded Clqone that night. The first
house they raided was that of James and John Reynolds
who were both in the Volunteers. Before entering the
house, the Tans fired several shots 1into it. The two
brothers were sleeping in a settle-bed in the kitchen
‘and had a very near escape from death, as one of the
bullets lodged in the bolster under their heads.  They
.took the Reynolds brothers out of the house and, having
'given them a few kicks and punches, they questioned them

and then let . them go.

The Tans naxt-visited John Harte's, the Company’

. Quartermaster. . Harte was in bed at the tiﬁe, and his
brother, who was not a Volunteer, opened the door to
them. John concealed himself behind the bedroom door
which was ajar at the time. The Tans searched the
house but did not discover John until tpey ware about to
leave, when one of them happened to pull the door.

They took John out and put him between aq escort with
fixed beyonets, and were marching him off. John was a‘
big, powerful man and he suddenly flung out his arms,
knocking the men of the escort, who were close to him,
down and made a dash for liberty into a ravine and
river c¢lose by. They fired after him but did not hit
him, and he succeeded in escaping. They raided two or
three other houses that night_also. At Donnelly's

they took out two young boys, who were just past school age,

and an older brother who was a Volunteer. They put them

down on thelr knees and, told the oldest boy to gilve up



- 16.~

his guns. The boys' mother, who was standing by in her-
night attire, said, "If it's guns or information you are
looking for, you will get neither here®. The Tans then
set the house on fire and tbok the eldest boy with thenm
‘fbr about a mile or so, for identification purposes, and
then released‘him. Meanwhile, the mother and the other
.two boys had succéedéd in stopping the fire but not

. until conslderable damage was done.

Brady's was then visited by the Tans where they
firad a mumber of shots into the house. Both the two
~ young Brady's were Volunteers but they succeeded in
| getting away. They had spotted the 1ights of the
lorries stopping on the roads. There was &8 lane
leading to the house. The R.I.C. and Tans smashed up
the furniture in the house and the pictures on the walls
and generally wrecked the place. The Tans e¢ould not
have accomplished all this dirty work unless they had
the R.I.C. to gulde them ané to tell them who was who.

It was apparent that the new force were out to start a

" ‘reign of terror and to attempt to frighten the people.

In July, 1920, a lorry of British soldiers,
about four or five, were travelling on the Carrigallen
road on a Saturday night. The lorry broke down and
the soldiers had t¢o remain there all night. Some of
the local Volunteers spotted this and hurriedly prepared
to surprise and disarm them. The Volunteers planned to
come along with the people returning from Mass and, in
this way, catch the soldiers off the alert. This plan
worked out all right. Some of the soldlers werse
actually having a wash at the timé and yielded without
a fight. The Volunteers captured four rifles and a

quantity of ammunition. They then burned the lorry.
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;t was members of thé Drumreilly Company that brought
off this capture and were in charge of Captain McEvoy.
About fifteen men, some of Whom were armed-with

ievolverslor various tyﬁes. took part. There was no

ghooting whatsoever.

After this, there vas immense enemy activity in
the area around, in an effort by the eneuy to recover
their rifles, but they did not succeed in capturing
[anything. So intense was enemy activity that it became
almost impossible to go anywhere or to use the roads at
al), as the enemy had continuous patrols on phem. The
R.I.C. and Tans now paid a visit to Aghavas and carriled
out another episode in their reign of terror there.
{They visited Cooney's, but Cooney was not at home %o them.
Cooney was Battalion Adjutant at the time. They also |
vigsited Canhing's. Canning was the Battalion l
' Guartermaster, but likewise he was not at home either.

They now went to Owerds where they burned the dwelling
| house and all the out-offices to the ground.. The
three Owers brothers were at home. They were all in the
Volunteers. The Tans gave them terrible abuse, and put
a rope around the youngest brother’s neck and hung hin
up from the arm of a tree. Lucky for him, the knot on
the tope had been faultily tied; otherwise he would
 neve been choked. The lad recovered all right. They
next went to Pat McKiernan's end, having abused him,
they also tried to burn his house. Although they
saturated it with cans of petrol, it refused to burn for
them. The McKierman's put this down to the fact that '
they just had their house consecrated to the Sacred.

Heart.

About twenty of the Aghavas Company had previously
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,' estadlished themsslves in a camp and this accounted for

" a number of the boys not being at home when the Tans
called to their houses that night. The Volunteers

in the caxmp concentrated on making mines or bombs from

the boxes of cért apd trap whzels and in filling slugs
into shotmun cartridges. Aghsvas Coapany had sixty
double-barral and twenty single-barrel shotguns. Lost

of the guns vere teken in reids on Protestant and ex-R.I.C.

men*s houses.

Extensive blocklny of roads by t;ha Voluntsers
was nov carried out throughout the area in an effort to
curtall the enany; moverents and to harass them.  Rouds
sere tronch2d and trees uere felled across them. Despite
this the Tans and militory kept up thelr activities and
raids, and bzatings were the order of the day.

Cn lFebruary 2lst, 1921, Sefn Connolly from
Longford, who was formér],y Brigade 0/C North Longford
end now of the G.H.G. staff, arrived in the area. He
first come to my house. He hed vulked all the vay from
llorth Roscoamon. Sefin Litchell, who was our Brigade
0/C, had directed him to come to ms. He came to my
house looking for me and met my mother. He injulred
for e and ny mother told him I wus not in but was not
very far ouay. o wera actuslly holding 8 company
meeting ot the time in the tap room of & publichouse
In the village. Caen Brady was on plcquet duty
outside the publichouse and he cuws in and told me I was
wanted outside. I went out and walkéd doun the road
to maat Connolly, who was accompanied hy another man
naned Guckian froa lLeitrim tovn. I 414 not know
Connolly at this time. Connolly spoks to 13 snd asked
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~me did I know wh_eré *Sonny* Doherty was. 1 was known
@s “Sonny" among the local boys. I replied that I did
" and then Connolly askéd e to get him for him. idfter a
- furthar short conversation which indicated to me that
' he was not an enemy, I told him I 9as the man he was
looking for. He, cdnnollg_r. then told me that Beln
itenz1l, the Brigade /C, had told him to ¢all on me
when he aﬁived and- that I vould tell him vhera the
column Uas located and bring him there.

I roturned to -the company peating and told the
officers there that I had -to go avay and for them to
carey on with the business in my absance. 1 was Vice
0/C of the battalion at this time. Connolly anﬂ‘I.
started off on foot for the Drumreilly Company area.
When we were going along tho Ballinamore road |
Connolly asked mo if the police or military patrols
cams this rosd, and I replied that plenty of them did.
He then asked if they were ambushed or any shots fired
8t them. I said *No. Ve have no ammnition
and the range 18 too fer for shotguns®. He next
asked what the colwmn vas doing and I said “"nothing
that I am avare of?, To thils he roplied: "Jait fora
fen days ani you will see what happens®.

En route to the column he fired a shot from a
revolver which he had in his hond at a wicked dog
which attacked us, J@ contacted the column at
Charley Doud*s of Drumreilly. The Brigade 0/C, Sefn
t'itchell, was there, as was also the Vice O/C, Jaumes
Rynne. A meetinz was being held thot night at Charley
Dowd*s place and arrangements wera made then for an
ambush at Sheemora. '
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Soldiers and Tons from Cgrrick-on-snannon vare

. ¥novn to be going to raid thse chapel at Gowel on Friday

worning, that being the First Friday of the month,
vhen devotions were taking place. The column took up

position behind a stone ditch or fence. Thore ware
'eight or nine ésn‘arnsd with rifles. Befin Ditchell,

Brigede C/C, was in charge. It was about 9 a.m.

A party of enemy forces consisting of R.I.C., Tans and
military, mostly military, after searching ths people
comins, out from iass were returning on tvo lorriss to
Carrick-on-Shannon. - Fire was opened on this party

nnd & numbar of them were hit. The enemy stopped and

- dispounted from their lorries and, taking cover, engaged

our en. A couple of soldiers got up along 8 side wall
ani outflanked our wan, who had so0e nArrod escapes.

One Velunteer got a bullet through the coliar of his
coat. Volunteer Geoghegan spotted the tan who nearly
had shot him and had a shot at hio and succeeded in
getting him. .This wounded soldier was picked up by

his comrade and carrled beck to their lorry unmolested
by the Voluntoers. This incident saved our wen on

that flank and the enemy fire eugsed off somevhnt

and the cclumn now @ithdreu.

Tho column's acmunition mas now do@n to four or
five rounds per man. 'The column got safely auay
without suffering any losses -or wounds and withdreu
to the Aushnssheelin area in the rountains. They- had
no gains and hed expended some valuable ammnition.
Connolly wes not with the ambushing pérty.

Oa the saturday night following, Connolly and

tiltchell and & few more of the colusm came to Cloone
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ond wa went up to Humphrey's ssumills near LUohill
_and c_é.rrie;d cut 8 raid there to secure an-elactric
vattery. e got the battery without any trouble
and I brought it home to my house. Connolly and the

others raturaned to the Drumreilly area.

The following night (Saturday) I took the
battery to Drumreilly, a distance of about two and
three-quarter miles. -'.l‘he rbatt.e.ury was a fairly large

one, being about fourteen by ten by five.inches.

' I uas earrying it on the back of my cycle. I
dlsmo;mt_ad and storted to walk at the foot of the

' Gordon Short Brae. I had just dismounted when I heard
~ the noise of cyecles coming dovn the hill tovards z8
and immediately concluded -it was an enemy patrol.

It vas pratty dark at this time. I snatched the
battery of the cycle and dumped it at the foot of the
quicks in the hedge by the side of the road and then
dumped the eycle in unier the hedge also. 1 concealed
- myself as best I could underncath the hadge. 4 wAn
now passed by apparently.-in civilian attire, going
fairly fast and was follozed at & short distonce by
another whom 1 recognised as Hitchell, the Brigasde (/C.
I shouted ot him ®Is that you 3efin®*? He shouted back
*yag® and dismounted. Connolly vas the man who uas
leading ond there vere four.more of the column also

on cycles.

Sefln 1iitchell told me they wére just going to
colleet me. They were neading for Go. Longford to
arrange for the transmission of soms war materisl from
there. They vanted me to have picqn_er.s posted in the
village and at the fcr.ur different crogarcads in my ares
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,as a protection when they would bs returning ieter that
night. They soid thet thoy would bg returning betireen
twelve and one 8.3., and that if they vere not back by
then she picquets could be uithdrawn.

I ianrediately want and txobliised some of our man

and placed tvo men at each crossroads and four in the

viliage., The picquets were told that vhen the paf&y
| arrived they vere to precede them to the next plicquet
- and hand them ovér there and so on. Tvo of oy men
uére at the_Keeldr&lcroséroadé. At half-past one
ﬁr quarter-¢o-tiio in the morning as no one had arrived
these men withdrew as per their instructions. The twdo
men at Eslin erossfoads femainsd on at their posts after
this time. The men who had been on duty at Keeldra
cross had 11§hted a turf £ire in the centre of the road
gnd this ves still burning when Connolly and his party
arrived there. They tooi the fire to be & signal
that the eneﬁy forees were in the village. After soms
delay and scoutinz around Connolly and his party decided
to cnance it and camo ob to Esker ohers my msn were still
on duty. Connolly askad wherae I aag and ahﬁt wag the
idea:of'tha fire. Iy men did not know anything about it
and told him I was in the village. They then came on to
Cloone and I met theo there. One of the Esker picquet
had come on in front of then. Siwmilarly another nan
travelled in front of them to the crossroads on the
othor side of the village.

Connolly was anxious to get reofroshments, and as
youns Pope was on duty thils 814 not present any troudle.
Pope's was a publichouse. Uhile we wers having our
drink at Popa‘s there was a gudden rap on the door by

our men outside. This was o varning that somathing was
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Icoming. Ve impediately h_mheﬂ out;. and took cover.
Tho alarm wes o falso one. A man named IcKeon Uss golng
for the priest for an old lady vho was dying. Connolly
held him up and the old man said °I anm Harry LeKeon's
' 'bz"other. I am going for the priasg*. Harry UeKeeon
was & Volunteer. _After this incident Connolly and his
.. party left for Drumreilly.

On the following Nonday night & meeting of the
Brizade Council was held at Bdward Sweensy's of
' Drumrmamore.  That night the material that Connolly
and 'Hitéhen had gon'a. to Longford for arrived in & pony
and trap driven by ¥rs. Kate Donoghus, then Kitty Keegan.
She‘had taken over charge of the trap at Hichqll"s_
crossroads and driven it to my wife's home - Sveensy's
of Druznmamore - where the Brigade Council meatinz was
being held. The Gaptain of Cloone Company tock
clmrgg qf the traep and materisls it contalned.

At the meeting that night arrengements vere cade
for a party of Voluntesrs to go -into tohill and ambush
a Black and Ten patrol thers. Twelve of the column
end the Captain of Clocne Comparny and I, under the
command of Sefa Connolly, went to Fohill for this job.
I had the battery nt-.%oned beforehand. A soail mine
was placed on the strect and attached to the battery
by means of a cable. e took up & position on the
graveyard side of tho town. Althoush we waitoed there
for some hours, no patrol turned up and we had to
return as Ye went. [lo patrols came out thut night.

. Patrols were out the follo!;ring night and the night
before wo went there. 7The columm men— returned to the
Drumrellly area. -
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This was the last time I sav Sefn Connolly alive.
A fau days later the columm left Drumreilly and visited
Sweeney*s house at Drummnamore, ;r:hara they were given
- food and refreshments and then loft for the Gorrs ares,
apparently with the intentfon of staging an embush there.
" Sefin Connolly. J. Rynne, Bornard Sweeney, Andy
McPartlend, Baxter, the two J.J. O°Reillys snd Beirne
put up at a house owvned by hr. g‘ggﬁof Glostrin.
" They went into the place early in the day. They were
apparently soon entering the place by a Protestant
| riamed Lattimsr who 1ived In the district. They were
told twice by a local man pamed Kurphy that they should
leave as the place uwas not safe oving to there being a
" pumbar of Protestant and Loyelist individuals in the
' neighbourhood, but Connolly decided to stoy on and made
it knoon to his pals that that stunt had baen worked
on hia before by peace-loving individuals who did not
- want any trouble in their district.

Dr. Pringle, also a Protestant, had a dispeasary
in the area vhich ho attended that dsy. Pringle
| lived in lohill. Iattimer apparently told Pringle
" 'about Connolly end his men being at Flyon's, and
Pringle informed the British military at Hohill,
~ Just at the close of day a large mizod force of military
" and Tans with armoured cars and machine guns cams out
" from Eohill apd CBrriqk-ori-Bhannon. The Tans were
. under the compend of D,I. Hickmen of Hohill. This
- force approached from all sides the house vhere the

" msan of the column were. The house was under view

from a hill on the road a few hundred yerds evay
, and wvas in a very exposed position with no cover around
it. Behind the house waé an opon valley Uith a river
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On learning that the enemy were approaching,
Connolly and his men ran from the house in an effort |
;o.make a getattay or igat %o cover, but vere 1mmﬂ@lately‘
fired on by mechine gons and pifles. A running fight
now took pleee in the opon with the boys making down the
valley. Cennolly, Baxter, ono of the two 0"861113(3
ané Rynne were bagly wounded. The other O°Reilly boy
was killed iunundiatvely. licPartland and Sueaney
escaped. Suseeney was vounded in the thigh but canaged
to get to the river and got under the water with a bunch
of rusnss hidinz his heed and remsinsd there unti}'
the enemy 22d Gepérted crd all wes quiet egain. The
enamy searched for him extensively but failled to find
him. ' Some of the Sorva Volunteers rescucd him from

r

the river that night.

The reiainder of the Uounded and dead weroe thrown
into a Black and Tan lorry and brought to Liohill
and then on to Carrick-on-Shannon. ilost of them vere
deed vefore they arrived in kohill. Connolly wus still
alive and was heard to be asking for a priest. At
Lohill the Tsns called on the R.,I.C. in the barracks
to coms out and have a 1ook_at tho load of Irish pork
they had got. This pourly led to a f£ight betwean N
th? Tuns and the R.I.C., vho resentod this remark,
but the Tans vere in the_vaat mg;ority. By the tima
the contingont rsached Carrick-on-Shannon all the
Vounded, including Connolly, vere dead. Their bodies
vera given back to their relatives after a fev days
and they were burisd in their oun parishes with their
o7n relatives.
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This unfortunate affoir complately disor'ganiseﬂ
' the Brigede Hendquarters staff, but the gorale of the
ordinary Volunteéers 314 not seem to be affected in any
'way and the rziuk and ﬂie vere as ever willing to éo
whataver was asked of them. ‘Rynna had baeen Vics

" Commandent of the Brigsdd and Beirne was Brigado Adjutant.

" An officer narad Poddy Lorrissey of the G.H.Q. staff
was fnow sent doun frum Dublin to orgonise the South
laitrin Brigade and to fill tﬁe vacancios. A moeting
- %o organise the Brigede Headquorters aés held at Pat
Tiernan's of Drumreilly. I ropresented our battalion
at this mseting as our (/C vas under sSugpension at this
tirs for failing to corry out some orders that had beon
. given to hiu.

At this mentin: Hapry lieReon was appointed Vies
0/C of the brigade. Bugene Kilkenny was mnde Brigade
Ad jutant and Pat Tiernan Briéade Quartormaster in iieu
of Sue_éney oho hod boon arrested. . This was a differcont
Gweeney from Bsrnard Sveency Uho vas wounded and escaped
et Gorva. At this reeting it was decided to burn
Lord leitrim's castle - afraid that it might be
“occupled by the eneny as another post of theirs, ond
this was duly dons.

At this mxeeting the Brigade 0/C, Nitchell,
who, fortmi:ely. was not at Corva with the others,
asked what battalion would orgonise an ambush. I sald
I would ard asked the Brigade O/C to supply me with
four rifles or four msn from the column armed with rifles,
Rifles mera nona %o plentiful now &s geven or eight had
been lost at Gorva.  All we had in our battalion
vara shotguns anid cartrldgas.- Bugene Kﬂkew ani I
hag p.l_annad this ambush lonz bafore the brigsde ceeting
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and 1t uas only tho lack of a faw rifles provented us

from carrying it out. The Brigade 0/C consented to

'gupply four rifles or, 1f the column men 414 not like

~ parting with thelr rifles, to supply. four of the column
'so armed. They uere to arrive the f‘ol'}a:rms day.

‘o had planned to ambush sn enemy patrol at Red Hill

on the Cloone - Kohill road.

T mobilised the raquired number of men on the
following Thursday night at Cloone, armed with shotguns
and slugzed cartridges, but the four men with the rifles
never turned up. UWe could not attempt the attack
without at least four rifleron to cover our rotreat
after tho awmbush, as shotguns, ouing to thair short
range, vould b2 useless apd 1t would only nean
sacrificing our men nsedlessy to do 1t without them.

I tri3d again to get the rifles from $he hriga;ie later
but they now refused to give us any. This was in
April, 1921. .

Peanwhile routine dusies went on, such as psrades
aﬁﬂ drills, the cutting of roands end running
dispetches. Cn the night of the 26th Lay, 1921, six

" of us took up P’y positlion of guerd or outpost

while rosd cutting operations Ters taking pluce &t
Gortnarav on the Eoimill—(:loona road. Tha follo?:mg day
wvas a fair or market day in Cloop2. Some of ﬁhe

older mon had been in Mohill the day previcus to the fair
and were approached by the R.I.C. who asiked thom i

the rouad Uas being cut. ilaturally they deniled any
knowledge of such thing. The R.I.C. sofd that if the .
road was not cud they uould allow the fair to be held
tut if 1t was they would stop 1t. _ We went out the
nisht previous to tha falr to cut the road.
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~ Uhile our man;wore éutting the rord a party of
. four R.1.C. on cyclea cama out from Hohill. aepparently
'scouting to gsea Af the road was clear. fihen we saw
them coning ge fired at them while they vere still &t
very long rangé with shotguns. They jumped off thedr
cycles‘and turning thes rouni on the road mado haék
for iLiohill uith.all spped. Hext day a foree of R.I.C.
and Tans under the command of D.I. Hickman arrived in
Cloone ond scattered the foir. They chased the farmers
and their cattls out of the town and the fair eould not
ba hs1d.

The day following this the Jorva-ilohill road
was belinz cut et n place called Sataéggi' The local
Protestant Hinistar pagssed by 1; his potor cay during
this operation; fe vas belisved to have inforzad the
nilitary in Bohill. A cyeling patrol come out froo
there, The picqﬁet and guaerd who vera protecting
the working party did not give any warning of ths _
approach of this force but dumped their guns and made off,
leaving the road-cutﬁihg party to be surprised. BSome
of this party aséapad - t7o I think uers captured after
being fired at. One man was wounded and subsoquently
hed his leg'nmputnted. The tvo Lorans {(vho wera not
brotﬁsrs) wera wounded end taken prisonsr. The man 1n

.oharge of the Volunteer party that night was a
Battalion Commandant scd was slso an ex-menber of tho

Irish Guarda Resiment, British Arny.

The men uho ran avasy came to the Cloone area.
" that night and would not go back to look for thelr pguns,
so the Cloons Volunteers went over to the arsa and found

the guns where the other men had dumped them.
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Raids were now made by our pen ou the mails
and the axcise offices veres also raided. Lan froo
‘ . Mo hh
the Aghavas Company ralded the excise office Iin &leesd
and removed all papers and documsnts from it. The

rate gollectors!' books weré also talten from them.

The Tans and R.I.C. carried out & round-up in
the Aghavas apd Clcone areas end srrested soms
VYolunteors ~ five oe six in the parish of Aghavas.
On the face of it it looked as Af soweone was giving thom
information sbout our ren, and suspicion fell on certain
Protestants living in the araa. \r@ declded to tesﬁ them
out. Ve hed an American officer's vunic and a British .
officerts tunic and liichsel Donnelly and 1 dressed
oursalves in those, while the officers of the Aghavas
Company put on band caps ami trench coats. Ue also
bad on old R.I.C. uniform with lhaki (British) pants.

The first house ve went to was that of

of Aghavas. Ve pere walking doun the road
tovards the bhouse. %8s in bsd but could hear
the tramp of our fect as we warched dovn tho road.
Francis 52523:?3;5 I wers in front end we heard the
window of the house being raised and rattled. Ue
rushed in - ons on each side of the house, Uhich uas a
short bit off the road. Ve could not see any covement
or anyone escaping. I went to the back of tho house
and could seo that the nznﬁdw sash had been removed.
I went back to the front and rapped normally 6n the door.
There was no dight in the house but I heaz"d_ 8 womon’s
volce coming from one of the roonms. I wont to the
vindow of this rocm and spoke as best I could in tho
8ccent of & British officer. After sowme time the
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vosan dressod hersolf aond edmitted what she presunably
thouzht weore tuo British oftﬁcers. I asked for her
husband and she said ha had pulled the vindor ount

an? pgone, as he thought it was the “rmrder gang® coming
for him vhen he heard the footsteps on the rond. I
agked why he did that and shs said that a number of the
spurder gang® hnd baen arrested yesterday and that they
might have damed hin fo-r giving information to"you®
paople. | She was not sble to give us any information
aboiu; har hsbond or the local Vdmteérs. but directed
us to go see & Protostant girl pamed .

Whe lived in & friend*s houss - ~ up the
road - vho would be able to give us soms useful
information. . said she bellevedl tho worst
of thom had been arrested the pravious day and that Af
her husband was at home he would be able to give us a
good deal of informstion. She said °I Lnow that®.
She promised he Uould be there the next night and for
us to bo sure and com3, (e tnnnkéd her profusely

. and apologised for her husband beinz disturbed so,

and then left.

Ve ool wvent to and knocked quietly
on the door and the zan of tho house anstuered. e
told him Ue were officers of the British Aramy and wanted
to tallkt to him. On no condition would he adnit us.
Francis Eééaigﬂsgm to w2 *Lhat will ue do?* and I
said “Givelm your hand®*. Both of us nov jumped againgt
the door and broke it in, jambe and all. I put
Donnelly in in front of me with a gun in his hapd
to show that he was. & British officoer. He was batter
dressed in uniform than I. Uhen the | man sau the

uniforn he apologised for not adnitting us. Ve
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questionad hin about “the murder gang'. . ilo told us
he 414 not know much about them but that
. _ would be able to tell us scmething

about them - Uhere she sav thém moing and the houses
that they entered. He called '~ .-  and she
dressed ani care doun from her bedroon. We cbntt.ad?izer _
about tho boys that vers arrested the previous day

anci Qhe started to tell us about Whom she had seen
thrae days before the big round-up: John Joz Cooney
"(our Battalion fdjutant) going into the house of the
Brennans. She sald he was In the I.R.idi. She also
said sho heard men talking in Farrelly®s publichouse
that Coonoy had & narrow escape in Brennan's tho day
of the roimd-—up. and that ve nearly got James Cannen
(oui' Quartersastar), that he had hid in a diteh nzar
Pat. BcKiernan®s. I said"why d14n°t you toll us that
the day of the round-up™and she replied that she uas
not talking to any of the military that day. She
promised that she would deliver any inforzetion she
could get to know asbout ths “murder gang®? or the I.R.A.
to ona of the - another Protestant fanily

in Aghavas, -

Aftor apologising for disturbing them we left

then and went to the house of _ » tthhonm

she also mentionad as having informstion. She alsc

sald that the police vl-sl_.ted on the quiot. Vle
" hed no trouble at bplace. Uhen we knocked

the mpn put his hsod out tho window and asked who was
there, and. wha_n we replied “military® ho said he would
be dovn in & iimata. ©.n he admitted us I said to
hin: °I am sure you ara proud and delighted at all
the "murder gang® ve picked up yésterﬂay." He said
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he was aenght.ed but t.lmf. ve had lef't the worst
blackguard after us - Patrilck cmrles. Clavey was the
tounland Cnarles lived, which 7e noted in & book.

I then asked hin vhat sbout Fr. Ryon (Fr. Rysn was on the

run at this time). He said Fr. Ryan used to stay

' around Corriga apd Drusakeen and that he never could be
. seen in the daytime, He gavas us the name of an ex
R.I.C. man at Corriga and said ve should see hinm

and that he would tell us where Fr. Ryun was or we could

© try the boy in ' That vas all he could tell us

ani proaised thet if he Aid get any information ho
would give it to the D.J. in bDohill, '

Aft.er tha usunl apologies Ue went to
and . knockea on the door &nd vere adnitted without a word.
Ir. vas a tuo gtoroy house and Donnou.v went upstaiJrs
to talk to the tro girls who were in besd. I sat down
to talk to the boy of the house, He told me he had no
more informition to add to vhat he had elready given
to ‘bﬁe R.I.C. As it was near d_aybm&k now and I
vanted to get awey before daylight, I told him to go

up and tell the officer upstairs to come down, saying

that 1t would be had for him if we were secen around the
place. I oajited until Doonelly and he came doun,

promised that anything he could fini out
he gould send to us and we then left.

Te prepared a report on our night's activities

apd brought it to the Brigade 0/C, who ordered us to

have. .0 end ~  exacuted. A doy later
I received s dispatch from the Brigade 0/C telilnz me
to call a halt to the executions. - %e intanded as wall
to cut . hair and then to tar and feather her
and finally to bhave her deported. Hothingz further was
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done ":y the brigade about tho mattor and the Truce
' arri}led without any of the people concerned being
pun.lished. ' uas never seen after the night he
went through his oindov, also sold out und left
this part of the country., <They mmst have realised that
thoy had been duped.

There was a cut on the Aghavag-Tensgh road in
the Cloone Company area. The Tans hed filled in this
" eutting and some men of the Cloons Company were reopening
it. They coamo upon 8 large flagstone and tUo of the
Volunteors were removing this. The Company Caﬁtain,
who ®was closeby, heard a fizzling sound comé from
undernsath the stone and shouted to the boys to run
for their lives. They had only reached a safe distance
" whon a grenade or some sort of bomb exploded in the
cut. HNo onoe was injured. After the explosion they
returnocd and removed the stone and reopaned the cutting.

A bl_g round-up by tho enemy now took place in
ihe araa west of the Cloons roand. The only wanted man
in tho area at the time was llichael Donnelly and he
escaped by hiding underneath a %kesh® or temporary bridge
in the bog. Thoy took out Donnolly's tuo brothors =
Frank anfi John - -and told t.hem to dlg their oun graves
and detailed a firing party to shoot then. ' One of the
boys said: “Shoot.auay. That will do you no good®.
They were now placed amongst others and brought to a
point a fev miles distant for identification purposes.
They vere compelled to carry stonss on their backs to
.refill the cutting in the road which had bean re-opened,
as praviously montionod. later, on June the Sth, the
Lancer Rogiment pade another big round-up in the ares
and again 'am not get sny of the men they wented,
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although I and some others could lay our hards on their
horses as they pagsed by uhers ue uere concaaled.

_ After Connolly®s death it vas decided that
Lattimar, the Protestant farmar vho hod given the
inforiation that led to .their deaths in the first
instance, wWould have to dis. Two of tho column, llichael
Géognegan and larty Boylan, vore detalled to carry out
tho exacution. They were acconpanied by tvo men from
tho Cloone Company who could identify lattlimer, and
slso for protection purposes, _Lattimer hod locked and
- ‘barricaded himself in his house, and when ordered by
our men to come out Would not do so and fired a number
of gshots from & rovolver he had in his possession.
Gaoghsgan threwl & hand grennds in through ona of the
windows ani then lattimer care out with his hands up.
Thoy took him avay soms distance from the house and shot
him dead. Dr. Pringle had left t.ha- country on tho day
after Connolly*s and the other man's death and went
to London, where he was e;ubsequently killed by being
crushed %o death by & ear or lorry against a wall. _
This may have been acéldental but quite a mumber of
people veliave that 1t was plammed so.

Throughout the period in question the Sinn F8in

Courts contitued to funotion suceessfully andi the
people gave them thsir full support despite the risks
involved. Fr. Ryan, sho was 'on the run®, usually
presided over the courts, Which were mostly held in
Bog,an's':'house in Paughal n2ar Cloone. [any cases
vere éispoaed of satisfactorily. The Voluﬁt.eers
as well as trying to fight the encoy, had also to carry
out the police dutles in connection with the courts.
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The British forees railded axtensively to try anﬂ locate
the courts bub never succeeded in capturing any of them.

The Truco car2 upon us all as & graat surpriss
and %o most of us was incomprehensible, coming a8t the
tios when the fight was only reaching its peait ani was
still indecisive. . 0Of coursc, wo in our position know
" nothing of the influences that were at work outside
our ovn scane. Hone of us thought that it, the Truce,
would last for long, but ve were glad to de able to get
hoze again and to get proper food and sleep. Our'
morele gepmerally was 3till high, despitc our adverses
of deusths and arrests, and our man &t this date were
anxious to continue the fight. apd vere hop-i.ng from day
to day to got rifles and ammanition. The- supply of
arms and acmunition wes very low indeed. The colucn
nad sixteen or seventsen usn all armed with rifles,
Azmonition for the rifles was, however, VGry Scarce,
being about ten pounds per man - barely enough to try
and keep alive on - and the days of capturing any i
fron the ensmy wero past 6s they were operating in very
-larga forces now.

The only attespt mhde to wake munitions in the
area vas the construction of conerete land mines and
bombs or small nings from cart wheel boxes and metal
Piping. A large amount of cartridges were emptied und
refilled with £ead slugs which we made locally.
Cartridges wers hard to keop, baing subject to swelling

fron demp in the paper casing, with consequent failure
to eject froom the gunu.

Intellizence ssctions were‘organzse& inside the
brigade and battalions, but by reason of their location
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and circumstances they were not of gmeh value in gaining
inforcation about proposed_ eneny moverRents. They could
ard d1d check on enosmy patrols and on local parsons

who vers suspacted of being sympﬁthotic to the énenur
and on any individuals on whom & spacinl report was
required. We had no agents that I kmo of within the
ensny forces. ;i'hsra_nas a Constable Uard of the R.I.C.
in the local barracks and he ua.s mélj.nad to be helpful,
but vhen the barracks vas evacusted he rosigned and
vient to Canada. The Post Offices were of no value

to us in this area as they wera in the hanpis of people
who vers not in synpathy vith ws.

Tha conz;thonsa in Cloon= was sitvated at the ond
of the R.I.c_. barracks, now evacuated and burned. The
Court Clorx fronm lUghill, by name Colemsn, used to come
out to Cloone on the first veek of each month to collect
fines, dog licences and such. It tas now Em?ch 1921
apd there was very little of such things being pald
to the British authorities nov, except by the Loyalist
element. Yet he came as per routime. On the first
Honday of Larch, at a company mesting, it vas decided
to hold up Colexan andi take his books froam hin. Oven
Brady, John Casaldy, P. Brady and I decided to do the
Job. Brady and I vere on the run and va uniertook
to do the actunl _job. ‘_ Armed with revolvers t}a ezade
our way by a back way to Cloons Wood. Brady and I went |
this way as ue were *uanted* and could not very well
usa- the road,while the othar‘ two did.. They vere
to guard us while we were doing the hold-up. . He took
up a position at & gate lsading into the woocd. Coleman
‘come along on & side-car and escorted by four R.I.Co

on cycles. 7The othsr two men off ours should have knoan
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.that Coleman hed an escort but -did not mike any attempt

to warn us. - From our position we could see the slde-car
coning but could not see the escort, vhich was sowy

lictle distanco behind. ﬁhen.the car arrived at the

gate we rushed out on the roed and I grabbed the horse‘'s
head by the rains with ay left hand while I held my gun
with my right. Ly pal Jumped up on the ecar and opened
the 1id of the well or box in the centre of the car

and saized the parcel of books it contained, and then
Jumped off. I lot the horse*s head go. There vas still
no sign of any escort. Te went for the gate as fast

-ag ue could apd Just as wo antered it 1 looked back

to see the policeron coming round a slight bend in fhe
rood a short distanco back. I fired two shots &t then
fron oy gun and thon ve made up through the vood

with all the épeed ve could rmster. They made nb
attempt to follow us and we got away safely. The

boolts that Ue wanted were in the parcal and ue destroyed

then. There vas no oonoy- in it.

. (Patrick Dohepty)
Date: /% éxﬂ 2753
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