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C OMMANDANT PATRICK CASWY

N

38, The Rise, Mount Merrion, Dublin.

Jdle thoueghts of an officer of the Irish Volunteers

Period 1915=1922 -« VWar of Independence.

Details about myself = Born 8th May, 1899, at 15 River St.
Newry. Parents - James Casey and Margaret King. Both_‘
graﬁdparents (Owen King (farmer) of Fathom, and Patrick Casey
(master mariner) were active members of the Fenian Brotherhood
Mo important advance was made between '67 and 1916 in the
Independence movement and so there is nothing of national
terest to r ecord about my father,

I attended the Christian Brothers Schools at %Ei%%%ﬁg% St

then at the Abbey, and flnally at the "Car Stands" or St.

or Newr
Margarets in the centre of the town.  Some of my mentors

were Brothers Murray, Hayes, Grainé;f, Quinn, Gleeson,
Geoghegan, and Mr. Peter McCamn, B.A. From an early age -
(9 or 10) - these men did more than anything else to
influence and mould my outlook in the national ideal. Peter
Mcfann was an extreme nationalist and a keen student of the

Irish language of which he was a fluent speaker. He was a

man of high ideals who had no time for the corrupt party

(o]

politiecs of the early 1900's.
| During the period 1912-13, the district from whence I
‘came was in a state of turmoil; this was the town of Newry
andl, being so located between Orange and Green, one was
virtually in the middle of the forces of reaction and those
enggaged in the fight for freedonm.

The writer at that time was of tender years between
about 13~-14 years oid. Men matured quickly in those days

and long before one discarded the trappings of boyhood, one

was gctively engaged in things that rightly pertained to
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those of more mature years.

I can well r emember my native town being divided into
two camps - the Orange and the Green. In the former the
Ulster Volunteers were fanatically engaged in'preparing them=
selved for civil strife. They were, of course, backed by
their Imperial masters and their illegal activitlies were
"winked at" by the British Government of the day. The
jational Volunteefs, on the other hand, were subjected to
Llose secrutiny, but this was not too severe whilst the

ationalist forces under HRedmond were paydng tridbute to His
fajesty of England. '
Rumours of a split in the National Volunteers were current

in the Spring of 191% and one evening at a Volunteer parade

the market at Needham St., the local split occurred and
one had to decide between the National Volunteers and those
with more advanced ideas - the Irish Volunteers. It is true
t%at the number of recruits for the Irish Volunteers was
rather small. However, the first Great llar was a_pout to
begin and the issue seemed to appear in clear perspective -
those who were to accept the domination of Britain and those
f:L who preferred to serve Cditlin Hi Houlihan.

I remained with the Hational Volunteers - the majority =~
and continued my training. BHad I been old enough to join
the British army I would certainly have gone in defence of
Podr Little Belgium. My age saved me and I continued to
drill with the National Volunteers and eventually paraded
with them at the great hosting in Fhoenix Park, Dublin, in
the| Spring of 1915. This was, of course, "winked at' by the
authorities and it was in fact a gigantic recruiting drive.

After this gathering in the Phoenix Park, it became
apparent to me; at any rate, that those who wished to serve
the lold Motherland must seek the hard road - one which

merited the stern disapproval of the British Government.
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In the Autumn of 1915 I met some of the extremist element

in Newry and at énce found myself in congenial company.
Je played Irish games, read the various revolutionary
geriodicals then a ppearing. Inspiration was sought from
Jhose Gaelic heroes of the past - Tone, Mitchell and
0'Donovan Rossa. We were refreshed and exhildrateéed "by our
contact with those great leaders of the past.

Towards the end of 191%, we formed a serious group of

[N

'lghting men and we used to meet every Sunday particularly

N an old room beside the R.I.C. barracks in Hyde Market,

fote

Newry.

In the early Spring of 1916, we met frequently and

1Y)

waited the call to arms. This did not come and we heard

of the Rising in Dublin with some disappointment. But,

=

ith the exception of Paddy Rankin, none of our group took
part.

1917 and 1918 came and went and the {_empo of national
affairs was quickening: We moved closer and closer to the
Gaelic ideal and to the cause of complete separation from
England.

In 1919 we had a major raid for arms on Ballyedmond
Castle, Killowen. It was believed that thé armg of Ulster
Volunteers vere located there. The raid, in which I took
rert, was a well-planned spéctacular affair. Volunteers
converged fronm Loutﬁ, Armagh and Down on the Castle.
Telehpone wires were cut and we were left in possession of
the countryside from about 10 Pem. until 2 or 3 a.m. the
following day..

Our firstz'ea; engagement in the shooting war took place
in the village of Newtownhamilton. This was a fairly Orange
town and our first attempt was to capture the enemy barracks
by a ruse. It was planned that Frank Aiken, a ccompanied by

some Volunteers inéluding ﬁyself dressed in British military
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yniform, should d rive in motor cars to the. barracks. In due
course we arrived at the barrack door. According to plan,
Aiken wenf to the barrack door and knocked loudly. fhe door
opened a 1little, but on 4 chain. The constable said: "Vho
goes there?" Aikeﬁ said: Lisutenant Browne from Dundalk
Barracks. The constable then said: "Give the password".

At this we knew the gamewas up - a couple of rounds were
fired through the door and we departed.

A short time afterwards, plans were laid to take the
place-bywxorm and, in due course, ve arrived by bicycle from
many parts of the surrounding country to take part in our
first action. It was a greatadventure and we were all
thrilled at ﬁhe thought of 6ur first r eal action.

Some of those who took part, to my knowledge, were -
Frank Aiken, J. MeCoy, J. Quinn, Pat O'Rourke, Fat McAleenan,
Charlie Magennity, Jeff O'Hare,Jack McKinley from Shinn,

Bill Grant, myself, and I must not:forget Mick Fearon from

. Mgigh.,

| At about 11 p.m. the battle opened. It was a fine night
in the month of May and we were all thorouéhly exhilarated.
The barracks was an interior building and the houses on either
side were occupied by us. Oﬁr dynamiters vere McKinley (Sinn)
Mcﬂléenan (Sinn) and Rafferty (Sinn) and soon holes were blowm
in| the gable walls of tﬁe barracks. Through these breeches
hand grenades were fired and petrol and paraffin poured

After some time the place took fire and scon became a blazing
inferno and so the fight coﬁtinueq#throughoﬁt the night.
At|daybreak John Quinn and myself found ourselves in the
barrack yard. The police at this time were forced out of

the main building, but they still resolutely refused to

surrender. The sergeant in charge was, I believe, of the

Ay

name of Traynor.
After a ding-dong fight lasiing all night, w withdrew
at |6.30 a.m. in full daylight. We destroyed the enemy

citadel in the middle of the.district, predominantly Orange
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and most antagonistic to every, effort or fight for freedom.
My companion on the way home was Paddy O'Rourke of

River S8t. and, on my way, I remembered that it was my 2lst

birthday (8.5.'20). The Summer of 1920 passed and during this
time we diligently drilled and spared no effort to acquire
ar%s of any and every sort. We had during this time a
geferal round-up of arms from civilian sources, and this
yiflded quite an assortment. In this year too we cafried ous
rafds on income tax offices and the destruction of unoccppied

police barracks. The R.I.C. had abandcned a numnber of these
and the Volunteers had information that these were to be
0

reoccupied, fortified and used as blockhouses throughout the
country. = I led the raid on the Custom House at Newry and,
aceompanied -by Pat O'Rourke and Tim Phelan of Tullamore,
we|destroyed by fire the empty pblice barfacks at Mayobridge.
My position in the Volunteers at this time was Company
M. of the Newry Company. There was only one company of
Volunteers in Newry up to the time of the Truece - 11.7.1921.
In or about Octobegfﬁuvas elected lst Lieutenant of the
Newry Velunteers and at . about the same time I was initiated
ingto the Irish Republican Brotherhood. I remember'the
injtiation process well. I was sounded on s everal océasions
and the question was eventually put as to whether I would
become a member. I answered in the éffirmative and so was
dully sworn in before three or four other members of the Circle
Iwlas to join. Folloﬁing this, I attended the first meeting
of my Circle, the Centre of whichwas Pat Rankin. I now
regarded myself as a fully-fledged revolutionary, bound with
a tlerrific ocath in an atmosphere of absolute Secrecy.

By this time we had merited the close scrutiny of the
R.I.C. and amongst the most aggressive of that body were

Heaf Constable Kearney, Sergeants Little and Henry - all good

Catholic Irishmen - moryahl
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Totards the end of November 1920, it was decided o
oage tho enomy prossure by eliminating H.C. Keafney nﬁa,
accordingly, on a Bunday ovening in Hovember 1920, ho got
what he richly deserved. _

From thin time omwvards things began to move very rapidly: “
indeod. 4 nunbor of, officers who had boen our lowders and '
self-proclained patriots flod, including the

Chaos reigned in Revry on that fopoy
mat night in meber. lorries of Dlack and Tens wore
n;ring eround the townj tho forces of destruction and ‘
intinidation were let loosey houses were ratdeds tho oitizens’ -
ﬂJJ.-treatea and the Sinn-Fain Hall oprosito ny.old home was
burned to tho ground. Jolm Quinn and myself cycled to the :
Kﬁkee:L district and stayod the night with his unele, Ndward .
Qu!‘lnn Of Attyeal, Jrant dit wot velim, B Horvy conbit Bo Sovs, o
.-/ . On the following day we cycled back to Hewry vhewwe
Bepa{i'a.tad. An 1nquast had boan held on Rearney arul o, verdiet.
7tumed of wilful rurder against tho Volunteers and the
llant Hewry Urban Council (all or nearly all mtianalist)
agsured everyone tmt 11: wag not the work of llewry mone
Thoy alsc proe:aimod thoir desire to help the enery in evory -
szsrible VaYe ) :

The eliniration of Kearney was carricd cu‘“‘--ﬂes'nit@'tﬁoso "

in authiority (Voluntears) o woro moving too slom.y for the ' ‘
more active spirvite. - The aenlor Voluntear ofricers, raallar 2
men with feet of clay, vanished overnipht,and 60 i‘or a time |-
t’ 2 organisation in South Down was ¥eaderlesse ,,

It was 41fficult to got the Volwtoers togefﬁ'éfﬂ; éna"s'o i
hewriter, in order to avoid arrest, went to Liverpcnl :
oefzmpanieﬁ by Peter O'Hare and John Brody ond i'lat;i'{iﬁe& tnnre o

»jor 8 fov woeks. Following th:ls, in carly Jmnum‘v | dacided o
that my place was at home with the fighting dads. cmd s0 1

foraired to my mative heathe I still found 4b impoaﬂihla to
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rally a cohesive group and so I returned to Liverpool where

=

stayed for only two weeks.

Before going to Liverpool the s econd time, I stayed in

al Mrs. James Quinn (née Jackson) and my father made many
efforts to see me and, eventually, we met by appointment at

B

ca

icShane!s Bridge. He was in a very bhad way through repeated
raids by the enemy and he implored me to leave the country.
After a lot of pressure I agreed to do this and joined a
ship leaving the Newry Doéks for Liverpocl. The ship was
the "Bessbrook" whose chief officer was my future brother-
in-law, Peter Mullen. I arrived in Liverpoocl the following

morning and went to stay with a cousin of my father, a Mrs,

to reach U.S.4. as I had promised my father.

I outfitted myself in sailor's garb and, equipped with
papers made out in the name of @®Byrne, I waited for a berth
edch day oubside the Sailors! Home. After many weary days
thus spent, I was warned that a berth awaited me on board
the S.5.Minnedosa whichwas lying in the Mersey. Iwent to
my digs, packed my kitbag and reported at the pier head
where Iwas told that I was beaten by a short head. Anocther
fellow who was a few minutes before me had got the job. The
Job offered to me was that of coal trimmer (man who trims
coal from the bunkers to the firemen). A4fter waiting a little
vhile I saw the Minnedosa sail down the Mersey on her voyage
to| 8t. John's, Newfoundland.

4s I was turning away I met an old friend, Captain Jim
Higgins of Dundalk. His ship, the ES%iZ%,vas moored at the
Pier Head. He greeted me and after the usual exchange he
invited me to come back with him to Irelard. I honestly
feit that I had fulfilled my promise to my father and I

decided there and then to return to Ireland for the last time.

the Cloughogue district principally with a kinswoman of mine,

Lonergan (née Casey). During my second visit I made an effort



8+

The following evening we arrived at Dundalk and, under
cover of darkness aﬁd with the help of a bicycle, I
proceeded northwards. My bicyele got punctured at Ravens-
dale and I borrowed another from a friendly farmer. I
proceeded towards Newry and got a bed for the night with
my kinswoman Mrs. Quinn o: Fathom. I decided to make every
effort to contact the local elements of the Volunteers and
the following day I met Pat Egaron. In due course the
local units were organised and Iwas appointed or elected
commander of the Newry Company.

IT.B. There was only one company in Newry during the
entire war of Independence.

My immediate comrades and I were driven underground
and so began in earnest the fight for freedom which was to
conclude in a few short months.

In the year 1920 (I think), in the Springtime, an order
¢ ame from G.H.G. that all unoccupied R.I.C. barracks were
to be d estroyed and on the s ame night raids were to he
carried out on all British tax collecting offices. I was
in the raid on the Newry Custom House where we held up
the oécupant and helped ourselves to the wanted papers.

A few nights after this, Tim Phelan of Tulldfere, Pat
C'Rourke and myself cycled te Mayobridge and, bofrowing a
can of petrol from O'Hare's pub, wve set fire to the barracks
and burned it to the ground. Phelan was slightly burned
during the operation. We returned to Newry where Phelan see.
received attention from Dr. Cronin. |

S?ortly after my arrival we. carried out a number of
Taids on the post office in Newry and on the mails in
tranéit. Tom Woods (Bessbrook) and I held up the Newry
G.P.0. and took away letters addressed to enemy forces in
the town. Shortly after this we collected the mails at the
drop point on the railway at Egyptians Arch. Taking part

in this were Jimmy Murphy (Monaghen) and myself. The mail
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van sent to collect the mails was driven by a man named

MeClean who kept a garage in Canal S{. We simply slipped uﬁ

him and said: "0.K. Drive on till we tell you to stop”.

He had the mails in his van at the iime. We drove on through

Newry and towards Cloughogue. There we dismissed MeClean

wi

jole
ba
dg

th the strict injunction that he was not to divulge our
int of parting under any circumstances. We lugged the mail
gs across ditches and through hedges and eventuallj settled

wn to make a preliminary examination of them in some scrub-

wood.. Ve were no more than seated when lorries of Black and

Tans were scouring the roads abcut 300 yards from us. They

gu

lestioned some schoolboys and an old woman and, for%unately

for us, they directed them in the opposite direction to that

taken by us. It was obvious that McClean had informed on us

at once. We made several efforts to get him, but when he

learned of our pursuit he vanished.

The Egyptian Arch ambush took place in December 1920.

_In this encounter the Volunteers took up positions with the

main force occupying vantage points on the bridge and on

either side of it. The fight this time was with British

military forces and was of brief duration. Qur losses were

one killed, 3 wounded - two of the latter were fatally

wounded. The Volunteer killed was Pat Canning of Derry, a

la
sc
T0

Pe

i of 21. DNext morning fhe British troops coming on the
=ne threw the boy's body from the top of the bridge to the
ad beneath. The arch or bridge is of considerable height.

ter Sheils and Jeff 0'Hare died of wounds. Charlie Crant,

who received a slight wound in the foot, recovered.

A
fa

About February 1921, we had another brush with the enemy.
Fifth Colummist, I think the name was Johnston, owning a

rm about four miles north of Dundalk at a place called

Plaster, was enjoying the protection of an enemy guard
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coﬁsisting of Auxiliaries. The guard was relieved every
Sunday morning and,on the Saturday night befpre our attack,

& concentrated force composed of picked men from the bth
Northern Division were ordered to concentrate and destroy the
relieving party.

 The South Down and Armagh contingents or parties
mobilised at the village of Meigh at the foot of Slieve
Gullion and slept that night on the floor of the local school-~
house. In the morning we reswmed our "march" on bicycles and,
in due course, arrived at our venue. To arrive at their

destination (Johnston's House at Plaster) the enemy could

take either of two roads; they usually took the road on which
we had planned their destruction., Mines were laid on this
road and I was with the party covering the mine location.

At the main ambush, position where I was,the ground was much
hiigher than the rdad)and 1ying?.as ve were, along the road edg
off the field, we were exposed to view from a point which the
enemy would approach. To concesl us from view we wvere
covered with grass and fern - pulled and strewn over us.

Al part of our plan was to detach a small party to confine the
unrelieved Eﬁxiliaries in Johnston's and Andy O'Hare and John
Quinn and one or two others proceeded on that duty.

After some time in our ambush position we heard sniping'
taking place at the occupied house., We waited some time with
baited breath and then realised that enemy relief party who

| probably _

a%so/heard the firing, decided to take the unusual route

and so by-passed our ambush position. In these circumstances
we had to evacuate our position or face eventual destructlion.
Frank Aiken, who was in command, ordered a withdrawal
anfl I remember clearly that the evacuation was taking the
shape of a disorderly retreat and I saw the danger which
would résult if an enemy force suddenly appeared in our rere.

I mentioned the matter to John McCoy and another, and the




fhree of us, armed with rifles, took up our position at the
extreme rere of the column and covered the withdrawal of the
Volunteers. We acted as rearguard and secured the-orderly
movement and safety of bur forces. Our effort was unsuccess-
ful, but at least we withdrew without loss, and I am sure

we caused grave discomfort in the enemy camp, which of itself
was of considerable military importance.

It is significant to note that although this operation

took place near Dundalk, few .men from that town took part.

I know of none. It is also true to say that, taking them by
and large, the men of north Louth took little if any part

in the fight for Independence. It was necessary to take men
from all parts of Armagh and Down to do the work that should
have been done by the Dundalk men.-

In the months after Christmas of 1920, we imported a
good deal of arms from England and on one occasion we got a
number of rifles - about ten. To facilitate packing .,the
rifles had been sawn:n}two at the small of the butts. These
rifles were brought on the S.5. Bessbrook by Pat Iarkin of
Newry, who was a member of the I.R.B. These arms were
cdonveyed in a motor car to our dump at Carrogs by two
Protestant Newry men - George Hosford and George Major.
Inese men may not have been in complete sympathy with our
mpvement, but they were honourable and relizble and were
certainly not informers. They deserve great credit for their
patriotism and they were alone-amongst'the Protestant
population of Newry in tﬁeir stan& for freedom.

Whilst we were operating in Newry prior to the . action
at King St. Bridge, and before the formation of the regular
flying column, we slept in various houses aroun@‘the town,
and now and again we_stayed in the Fever Hospital. These
houses were aliost 100% the houses of the working class

people; the middle and upper classes were too fond of the old




12.

money bags and uswvally only facilitated us when they had no

gption. -The Fever Hospital, in which we stayed a night or

maybe two, afforded us an opportunity to bathe and to make
some effort to get rid of that awful disease vhich plagued

us right to the end - scabies. This disease was widespread
and the Volunteer organ of‘the period found it nécessary to
ptiblish details of a simple antidote. s

Spring was getting on in that eventful year. Iwas a
close compahiion of John Quimnn at this time and, one night in
Mgreh 1921, we had a meal at the Milestone (Quinn's shop).
I|had an abpointment with a young lady named 0'Byrne shortly
afterwards. She was about 18, dark and pretty and I had, in
a way, fallen for her. John Quinn lmew about the dppointment ¢
and, when the time came, I met my gixl and we walked along the
Dromolane Road. We were almost at a spot called MacShane's
Bridge when there was a rather sustained outburst of rifile
fire from the direction of the town. My first thought was

for Quinn, I knew that he would never surrender, and I -
reproached myself for haying left him. My girl and I walked
back quickly to the town, down Bridge St. and along the quays.
She resided at Canal St..and, though we had to pass a police
barracks in that street, I decided ﬁhat, come vwhat may, I
would. see her to her very door. To get through the cordon

of police carrying arms was impossible, and so I dumped ny gun
in a hideout along the quay before meeting the bridge at King
Street. Less than 100 yards bayond the hedge we ran into a
patrol of police and were promptly ordered to "stick 'em up'.
There were about 20 police in the patrol and one fellow began
to search me. I wag unarmed now, but I just remembered that
in my pbcket were some papers, dealing with the Republican Loan
or vwith some matters pertaining to the Sinn Fein Cﬁurts. e
resolutely used to refuse to handle this kind of stuff and I

Becavse.
swore thgi I had been silly enough to do so on this particular
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day. The papers wére in my inside pocket and the searcher

ut his hand on them but, then, for some reason, said:

'm not going to bother with these. I was relieved and,

g

ortly after, we resumed our walk towards our goal which was

the girl's home and which led past the R.I.C. Barracks in

of

al
=

K

inal St
On the way back I met Jimmy Murphy (of Monaghan). He was
'med and together we went to retrieve my gun. A few minutes

fter picking it up wévvere proceeding along the quay towards
ing St. Bridge when, out of the darkness of a gateway, two
tBt policemen stepped out and told us to "stick 'em up" .

My gun was loaded (a Colt automatic .45) in my pocket. To

surrender was out of the question because it meant death

e

1ther gquickly or following a period of terture. In any case

the final result was the same. Without hesitating, I fired

through my pocket and one fellowfell. Murphy too had drawn

his gun and fired one or tvwo shots. After a very brief

exchange of shots the s econd policeman put up his hands. Ve

approached, relieved them of their guns and ammunition, andas

the wounded man was not very badly hurt)aﬁﬁ‘we left him to

his comrade and took our departure with our capture. We moved

’quickly, because in a matter of minutes the place would be

again alive witha rmed enemy. We went along the canal middle

hank dovn to the Town Hall and got shelter in the house of a

Nyrse McKigney on the Mail.

On 17th HMarch John Quinn and 1 were again at the Mileston

(His shop) both fully armed as usual. We wererather ata

loose end and, having heard that adance was to take place

at Barr (I'm not sure of the place name, but it was in that

direction) at.which a number of armed 'B' police would be,

we| decided to go and 'stick up' the place in the hope of

capturing at least some a rms.
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. Qur party consisted of Quinn (John), Jimm& Murphy.and
self. We were fullya rmed and'were'equippéd with bic¢ycles.
Onnwe went up Hill St. on the roadway, walking our machines.
We passed by the Town Hall and into Sugar Island, heading for
Canal St. and the Armagh Road. We had just entered Sugar
Island whenw e saw a patrol of police advancing towards us.
The patrol consisted of about 12 men armed with rifles. We
were still walking in the roadway and, although the street
lamps were dim, we had ho difficulty in establishing the fact
that they were, infact, police.

To make a dash, on our part, would have been fatal.,
As|lwe walked Is aid to Quinn: "What will we do?" He replied:
"Welll just cérry on as if there was nothing unusual and
continue walking". Wewalked right tﬁrough the patrol, half of
which was iocated on each side of the street. Ve passed,
perhaps, unrecognised, or maybe this patrol was not seeking
trouble on this particular night. '

We continued walk:Lﬁg up Canal St. until we reached the
top. There we mounted our bicycles and in due course arrived
at |thed ance hall. The sound of the dance music seemed unreal
to jus. Ve had little or no opportunity for dancing and,
although at the age of 20 or so, we had not lost cur yearning
.for a dance and association with the opposﬁté:sex; we were,
in fact, outiaws to whom the term 'shoot on sight' applied,

Ve covered the lower part of our faces with handkerchiefs

and; thus disguised, we entered the Hall and told everyone
to "stick 'em up". The men were ordered to go to one side.
They vere searchéd, but we found no arms or anything else of
valne. Jim Murphy, who was fond of aléohol, located a bottle

Eal

of whiskey in one f ellow's pocket and promptly purlecined it.
Telling the dancers to proceed, we left the hall, Quinn,
who had no love for alcohol, discovered Murphy's bottle and,

taking it from him, promptly smashed it against a wall.
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rinking was frowned upon by the Volunteers and, generally,

anyone who drank’ even mildly was regarded as untrustworthy

a

nd of no use to anyself-respecting revolutionary movement.

We had many jobs to do and any spare time was spent in

perfecting our knowledge of arms. ‘The month of April 1921,
. |

was already halfway through when we decided to have another

t=1
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"go at the enemy. This decision resulted in the fight at

McEveoy's corner, King St. Bridge, Newry. The date of this

articular fight during the War of Independence can be

p
accurately fixed by referénce to the newspapers of the period.
F

rom memory after this lapse of time, I should place the date
pmewhere at the end of April, 1921. -The fight tock place

n broad daylight and the time would be a bout 7.30 p.m.

his was not an ambush in the accepted sense of the period

n that it did not take place from prepared positions. I

was an aggressive assault carried out in daylight facing the

nemy man to wman in the open.

. The Volunteers taking part were:- Andy O'Hare, John

Juinn, myself (Pat Casey), Dominick Doherty, James Murphy

(Yonaghan), Peter McNulty and Peter C'Hare.

! Yle. wvere determined to have a brush with the enemy and

on the evening in question we assembled in the Transport Hall
wiiich was then located in the Mall almost opposite an old
forge which may still remain. 4 patrol of police was

reporteq in the vicinity-of Bridge Street and a later r eport

from scouts indicated that the patrol was moving along the

quays towards.King Street Bridge.

Our idea was to get them in a halted position. Their

practice was to half at various places and remain there for
some time, The patrol consisted of 12 police, a sergeant
or| a Head Constable. The scouts reported the patrol halted

at| MeEvoy's Corner and we immediately moved to the attack.

tiel were armed with grenades and revolvers.
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Andy O'Hare and John Quinn were in the leading file (in

nt). We moved in double file, mounted the slight rise in. the

road to the Tidal Bridge and down the slope towards the patrol.

As
hit

bhom

the

cha

ve moved we drew the pins from our grenades so that no

ch should occur at the last moment and to énéure that the
bs were not thrown with pins unﬁrawn.

The twelve men comprising the'batrol were Standing with
ir backs to McEvoy's pub facing the canal. The N.C.O. in

rge was standing at the outside kerb of the footpath. I.

can never understand why we were not halted as we approached

theé
tow
the
‘sen
he
ser
cou
exp
wer

the

patrol; but there you are, we were not; ve advanced

ards the.enemy and vhen about five yards from them we threw
grenades. The advancing Volunteers passed between the
geant and the patrol and, as Andy O'Hare passed through,
turned and with his éistol shot the Head Constable or

geant standing at the outside of the kerb. The rear files
1d not get through without being involved in the grenade
losions. About six bombs were fired at once and the fuses
e timed at aboﬁt four seconds, i.e., four seconds between
time of -striker release until they burst.

I and those with me reached the lowwall of the canal

bridge when the bombs burst.: Ve were about 20 yards from

the

explosion. So close was I to the explosion that I could

feel the air being extracted from my lungs with the vacuum

causeds When I looked up, the entire patrol was lying on

ground and consisted of dead and wounded.

We retired across the Tidal Bridge and with the others

obtained temponarj shelter in a house in George's lahe. From

tnere I went up Mary St. to the steamship 'Bessbrook! which

was

the

lying in the harbour. I was known to the crew and spent
night there:where I slept soundly.

The e cho of the explosion had hardly died down when

enemy lorries were scouring the town. Troops, Black and Tans




15(k).

and R.I.C. were posted a2t strategic points and they were

firing in all directions, evidently in panic.

This action was a success and the entire patrol was

disposed of betvieen killed and wounded.

¥
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After this fight we made the townland of Corregs (near

rrenpoint) our base. We were now organised on proper

flying column lines. We were constantly under arms and

wvays carried our r evolvers in holsters guite openly. At
ght sentrieé vere posted and these were usuwally provided
the local company of Volunteers. We had the usual routine
litary training and made many excursions from'our base to
Try out operations in the South Down Brigade area
rticulariy.

During this period and until the Truce, we slept,

sometimes in beds (5 or 6 to a bed), sometimes incattle

eds, and very often in the open on thHe mountainsidew

stly we slept in our day clothes, justr emoving our boots

and lying down. Our arms and ammunition were always beside

us

. Our lives by this time were fgrfeir and we proposed to

sell themas dearly as possible.

The absence of baths and regular changes of linen led

inevitably to a severe attack of scabies and nearly everyone

wes affected. It was nothing unusual to see Volunteers

scratching themselves as if they had St. Vitus dance.

One e%ening, I should say at the end of May or early June,

John ¢uinn and another Volunteer were strolling some distance

fre

m the bivouac area when they encountered two rather

suspicious looking characters. Quinn told them to put up

th

ir hands and, instead of complying, both opened fire with

¢
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revolvers. The fire was exchanged and one of the police in

muy
mo
ar
ar

Th

ti received a bullet in the leg. Both police quickly
unteq their cycles and rode off. They were evidently sent
ound to scout our position. Shortly after this, the énemy
rived in force at thé scene of the afternoon's encounter.

ey vwent to the nearest house, Magill's. There were two

sons of the family in the house at the time. Whilst the police,

wh
ho

0 had surrounded the Magill household, were searching the

ise, We opened fire on them with rifles from about 300 yards

range. One of their number - a Constable ILynass -~ was killed

an
.mu
bo
by
ke
Th

in

it

¢ some others wounded. These gallant police thereupon
rdered one of the Magills in cold blood and took the other
off with them. They murdered the second boy after arrest
tying him head down to the back of their lorry. His head
pt bumping off the ground as the lorry proceeded on its way
is_enemy.force beat a hasty retreat tc Newry, ieaving us
possession of our little fastness of Corrogs.

During the fine summer mornings breceding the Truce,

vas a common sight to see across the little valley the

people of the townland of Ballyholland rising out 'of the furze

and brushwood where men, women and children had spent the

ni

in

ght in terror of the enemy, who usually did their murdering

the night hours. It is curious to r ecord that throuvghout

the| fight” for freedom, the people of Ballyholland were a

spineless lot who never did and never would do anything to

help the fight.

I remember one evening in broad daylight going to Bally-

holland crossroads to intercept a patrol of three or four men

which passed thefe frequently. As we entered the district

people withdrew indoors, taking in the children and shutting

allldoors. We might have felt as perhaps do plague bearers

‘had \we not been sustained by the righteousness of our cause.

These people gave neither moral not material help to us in
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Iwould like tor ecord that there was no finer or more

fegrless officer in the Volunteers. He waé an excellent

felllow in every way. Dominie Doherty was 0/C. Newry Battalion.

I was Vice 0/C. Brigade with Andy O'Hare. Bowards the end of

June 1921, Andy went to Fngland and I succeeded himas

brigadier.

and

The Banbridge Battalion was commanded by John O'Rourke
the Kilkeel Battalion by Hugh O'Hagan.

Before our column was launched oh a regular footing

it fmay be of.interest to give some idea as to how we lived

and

how we escaped arrest. To stay at home was out of the

quéstion and so we stayed at the houses of friends who were

not

suspected. My home was raided frequently, sometimes

several times a week. My house was robbed and my young

brgthers and sisters subjected to every form of indignity by tht

British forces.

I had two narrow escapes at this time. One night I

decided to stay at the house of Mary Hanratty, King Street,

llewry, whose daughter, Kitty, was an a ctive member of the local

Cumann na mBan. They lived at the back of the house, the front

being a pub. I knocked again, waited, and there was still no

reply. I gave up hope of admission and went around to another

pub

on the quays owned by Pat. MacShane. I was admitted at once.

About 2 a.m. I heard the noise of lorry loads of Crown forces

passing by the house in which I was staying. Theywent

straight to Mary Hanratty's and surrounded the house before

seelting admission. It was obvious that an informer was at work.

However, the police didn't find their guarry and so some police

tout must have been discredited in the eyes of the enenv.

On aznother occasion when visiting the Sinn area, I intended

to ppend the night at the house of a man named Pat Rafferty.

some reascn or other which I cannot nowr ecall, I changed

my plan and stayed at the house of Hugh Downey. That night
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again lorries of thegenemy passed Downey's house where I
slept and raided Rafferty's. Again the bird had flown and
another informer must have beén sorely disappéiﬁZedgL
I remember an incident in May 1921; John Mie='s mother
had beenavay on a health cruise and he was very anxious tos ee
her. We were at Corrags with the column and I agreed to
acéompany him to Warrenpoint where his parent§ lived. Ve
wallked along from Corrags, both of us armed with revolvers
and grenades. It was full moonlight whenuwe enfered the
outskirts of wafrenpoint and everything was as clear as day
although it was about 10.30 pe.ny. We approached cautiously
and soonsaw a patrol of Tans or Special Folice approaching.
Vel moved into the shadow of the hedge by the roadside and the
pollice almost simultaneously did likewise. We were not ina
pogition to give combat to such a large body armed with
rifles and so we withdrew and r eturned to Corrogs. On the
folllowing night we tried again énd this time we managed to
get tThrough to Quinn's house which, I think, was located in
Church St. We had a bath, a change of linen and a good bgd

folllowing a civilised supper. The following day was election

day for the First Northern Farliament. We stayed indoors,
John making the most of his time in a familyreunion. I

I remember that we had grand meals for breakfast and lunch
such as we had not meen for months. I remember it well,

fOT lunch w e had roast lamb and peas as a main course. John
Juinn senior presided.

After lunch, it was time for us to go and I might remark
that the town on this daywas bristling with Tans, Specilals
A.land B. John and I were rezdy at the door to move out

and, just as the door was opened fully, wve saw a large patrol
of armed police coming in our direction. Instantly we decided
to proceed and face what might be instore for us because to

return, had we been observed, meant trapping and destruction.
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we went and down.-towards the public baths; the patrol was

about 100 yards behind us moving in thesame direction. ~Every

secc
but
what
we 1

mils

nd we waited for a command to halt, or for a rifle volley,
to our amazement nothing happened. We had no cover
éver; and onrmeaching the road junction at the taths

urned towards Rostrevor. We still had towalk at least a

before we found a road which led to the hills and our

friends. On we trudged up this road and'ét cne point ear passed

TS G

arrying:people to the polls. It was driven by a B-man

who recognised us. The car slowed down and as it did so

we g
thin
drov

furt

tepped to one side, drew our guns and the 'Special',

king discretion the better part of valour, a ccelerated and
e off at high speed. We regained the column without

her interruption.

During the period Hovember 1920-July 1921, we had many

r activities suchas dealing with police touts, raiding

for mails, smashing telephone communication and trenching roads.

About three weeks before the Truce, Doherty left the

column t0 go home on learning of the serious illness of a

relative,and Andy O'Hare also left for Liverpool at about the

©osame

colu

Gene
The
dese
trail

for :

time. In the final stages I was thus in charge bf the

nn and of the brigade.

I remember well receiviné; on about 9th July, a letter from
ral Mulcény ordering a Truce on 1llth July at 11 a.m.

Fruce came and we eﬁjoyed the regpite which I thinkwas
rved. Very soon, in é matter of a couple of weeks,

ning and re-arming began on a serious scale in preparation

2 resumption of hostilities. A camp was opened at the foot

of Slieve Gullion and thither came officers, N.C.0s. and men

from

all units of our division to be trained in the use of arms,

grenades, incendiary bombs, signals, tactics, mines and

explosives generally. I remember one day at the camp we were

visited by Chief of Staff Muleahy. We were deeply impressed

by hils efficiency and heard with interest the 'slating' he gave

i

¢
r
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PR s sk g TERA "o?ﬁé‘ér&~‘o£ the North louth Brigade m thoir e¢emplote
- :l_.nact;:llvi!:y in the Vayr of Inaeptlmdence-. The efficern of
hHorth|Louth spocially pleked aﬁﬁ for the lecturo on thoiy
Mtu'e to £ight vere - angd - o .
I am sure their faces vero red to got such a castigation 4n
gront of all the officers from Amngh and South Downe
| It was about the menth of August 1921 that Joff O'Maro
) Gicds He vas woumded at tho Egyptinn Arch (Newry) arbosh
ond had boen taken prisonsr. The wowmds ho rotoived wors
mmlmm and his death was eaussd by dolidberate
inattention on the part of the Dritishe Dr. Floods who
attended O'iare when wunded, gave mo this ao his opinfon.
Poter Shiclds, who ws killed at the sume ambush, and
vhoge body was buried scorstly in a fiold noar Cricath,
CosTouthy hod been buried in & Mstily mdo box in owmpy |
ground. It wog decided to give both G'iare and Shiclds o
pblic funorals Ue. disinterred tho body of Poter Shisldse |
We uncarthed the coffin at about 1l Peme by torehldght
and |1 shall nover forget the scens. A zead-*z.mﬂ&"‘%i'fih vas _
_provided and all we could do vas to empty cno onskebt fnto the L |
‘ether. A lonal plunher. sealed up the lead ccnba:mu? and it' '
R, bruught to the Cathedral ot Howry,. Liemt day va‘z sm:ﬂ:w
and o public fimsral of vast dimensions. toolk plnccf ta theso
two heroes vho had made tho supreme sacriﬂee for Iramnﬂ.
1 ﬁL&E‘ in e!mrge of the armed escort and firing pavty. Ehﬂ
vhole tovn turned out. and the. corieno vas. cartalnlj ox‘
mpmssive dinensions. i,
| DPuring the periof of the Truce our ¢ outs had become
exfrmely popular and tmnmams of’ recruits joﬁnea tha‘ ‘ )
Vo’lmteers. It can be said thag the vast. mjority. wgm aimply ;
olimbing on the band wagon. This popular at.t:mct.ion ta;-the
Canse was to bocome an embarrassment to us Iater dhe I
. | ‘bacane obvious to us that should there be a remmpi:ion:uf

g,
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\ostllltles the fighting burden would fall on the same
Ihoulders as hitherto. We in the north had an opportunity
1o prove this-in other contacts with the enemy in the Spring
l £ 1922, - '

I remember one evening about Novgmbe; 1921, 'I wast at a

-dance (Sunday night)} in the loecal Trades'Union.Hall, when

a messenger came to me asking me to go at once to the shop of

Andy Boyd, a local hardware merchant. I went immediately and
fiound two prisoners who had escaped from Ballykinlar Camp.
-They were, of course, Volunteers and had esbaped in the
uniforms of British soldiers. Their names were Colgan from
-Maynootﬁ, and Fitzpatrick from West Cork., I advised them to
stay in Newry where they would be perfectly safe and to lie
low for.a few days until the hub-bub of their escape had
died down.
They were bent on getting to Dublin td proclaim to all
arnd sundry their escape ~and‘to get a share of hero-worship.
I suppose like all the others who were impriscned, very many
ofl whom made no effort to avoid arrest, cqnsidgring that the
comfofts of an internment camp were to be much preferred to
fakiﬁg their chances with the fighting Volunteers. Perscnally
I knew of many such people who ali but invited the police
tol come and arrest then.
However, to get back to this incident, no amount ‘of
persuasion had any effect.on the escapees and so, Andy Boyd.
having provided the car, I agreed to go with them, accompanied
by |&a local Volunteer lad, Phil McCorry; There were in the
car Boyd, McCorry, Golgan, Fitzpatrick and myself. At the
.top of Bridge St. Newry, we vere stopped by a patrél of police
under a DeTe- They were unarmed because of the Truce. MeCorry
and| I were similarly unarmed for the same reason. The police
asked our names (they knew Boyd and me) and then told us to

proceed. The escapees gave fictitious names.
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near ﬁewrya In the course of

On the way up the Dublin

it was of no avail and onwve ¥

Dundalk about midnight and on

23,

road I againtried to persuade

our friends to abandon the journey and return to FHewry, but

ent. We rassed through
through Drogheda. I began to

think that my fears were unfopnded when, at Julianstéwn Road

) .
Junction, a military lorry wak placed across the road -

completely blocking it. We wepre at once surrounded by police

searched and questioned. The

Boyd said we'd just heen to a

and military. Ve were told to get out and were thoroughly

escapees gave wrong names and
coursing match at Cloughogue

the search a revolver was found

on-Boyd. He said, rather naiéely that he had this for

carrying notes at the coursing match. This, however, did not
’ 9

satisfy the curiosity of the |olice - T felt that it rather
amused them. Just then a soldier ran over and said that he
had.found a revolver in the-.car. This was Boyd's -~ I did not
know he was carrying arms; had I known, I would have fofbade
him to do so. He had no intention of using it and I am
afraid if vas Just an effort at a little swashbuckling.
le were nov 1oaded-into tivo lorries under a heavy escort
df soldiers and Tans and, amidst a storm of curses, we were
conveyed to Millmount Barracksjat Drogheda. is we entéred

the barracks the sentry who, apparently was very nervous,

. discharged a rifle shot whichtient over our heads. In

atcordance with usual militarylroutine, the sentry was
relieved and quesﬁioned. Ve, the prisqners, were lined up
before the guardroom. A young |officer of the Xing's Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry came along with the capbtured
r$volver in his hand. He wxamined the barrel and said that
the man who owned the gun should.be ashamed of himself, it
wgs in such a filthy condition.

Another British officer, a very nice fellow indeed,

cafie along and, having been an officer at Ballykinlar Camp,
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meedlately identified the escapees with the r emarks:
"lell, how are you Fitz. and you Colgan? Tell né, how did

ye get out?" Fitzpatrick replied: "We can't tell you that,
because we might try it again',.

Eventually we were put into a covered lorry and sentries
were posted fore and aft with fixed bayogéts. e settled
down for the night, lying on the floor of the lorry. The

himes of the local church rang out each quarter hour. At

[¢]

about % a.m. a Black and Tan came to the lorry, threw his leg
over the tailboard and withr evolver in hand started to
threaten to shoot the whole s... lot of us. The sentries
never made any attempt to stop him. The Tan appeared to have

quite a lot of drink taken andwent away eventually and we

wTre left in peace until daybreak. We were pretty cold and
our breakfast, whieh consisted of a huge pan of:réshers and
onions and a bucketful of hot strong tea. The British
sgldiers vere, in the main, very good f ellows indeed as
were the officers and N.C,.0s,

At 10,30 a.m. Ve were paraded before Captain Matthews
the C.0. Fitz and Colgan were sent back to Ballykinlar and
ve | vere ‘released. I remember Fitzpatrick asking a British
sergeant to get him a bottle|of wniskey, which the sergeant
obligingly provided. Fitz paid for it of course.

Just after Christmas 1921, I was in Dublin, on what
business I cannot nowr ecall. Ve had a car and my companions

inqluded Jim Goodfellow and Andy O'Hare. At-the end of our

business’ I decided to visit my sister Dora, who was a
probationer nurse in Baggolt St. Hospital. I saw her for a
few minutes and we were just about to move off when a police=-
man came along to us. I might mention that we were fully
armed with pistols and grenades. He said. there had been a
serious bank robbery and, as we looked most suspicious, he
desired us to_go with him to Donnybrook police station.

As we were completely innocent, and being thenwell-disposed
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towards the police in their e fforts to apprehend criminals,
we decided to go to the police station. We duly arrived
and spent the night there. It is rather amusing %o r ecall

that v retained our arsenal and could at any time have

shot up the place and taken our leave. However, the Truce

was still on (after the Treaty) and, as I say, we were
neither criminals nor the friends of criminals. 'We spent
the night playing a popular game at that time -

"Put and

take".* In the mdrning, after 9 a.m., the station sergeant

'phoned the Liaison Officer, Commandant MacAllister, at

the Gresham Hotel. He told the s ergeant we were 0.X. and

to r elease us at once.

I remember the morning éf the signing of the Treaty.
As previously mentioned, the Volunteers had all along been
preparing for a resumption of hostilities and part of my
duties was to visit coanstantly the battalions in the
brigade district. On this particular day, Iwas in the
Banbridge district and was staying at the house of a company
commander, Brian McKevitt, whose father was a schoolmaster
in a country school near Banbridge. Whenw e awoke in the
morning, the tIndependent' had afrived and contained all

etails of the terms and signing of the Treaty. I
remember well McKevitt, senior, saying that the terms were
ot % settlement and would lead to bloodshed. How true,

in fact, were his words to hecome in the matter of a few
onths!

The Treaty was now a fact and, as part of our
divisional area included Korth Louth, we took over Dundalk
Barracks (military) as well as the various police stations.
Tle taking over of the materidl in the barracks was

effected by John Quinn as Q.M. He told me afterwards that

his signature on the various handing-over documents,

vhich were initials 'S. Ua C.' (Sean Ua Cuinn) caused quite
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z lot of comment and amusement to the British officer handing

OVer. i

Weshad now a barracks and wvere provisioned by the new
Frovisional Government on whose behalf Aiken had taken over
the military barracks. He preached the dcoctrine of complete
lisagreement on the one hand and justified (to himself) the
taking over of the barracks as a base from which to launch
attacks on the 8ix County area. Apparently, Aiken had
Teceived promises of almost unlimited supplies of arms to
fully equip the Volunfteers in the Northern area."In this
¢onnection it was decided to have rifles,z'evolvers; etc.
transferred from all Volunteer units in the liberated areca
to the Volunteers in the Six County area. This was done

so that, in the event of capture, the British Government
¢ould not say that the Provisionai Government waé passing on
the handed over arms to the Volunteers in the north. The
arms transferred from the southern units were, of course,
neplaced by Collins from handed-over British stores.

Wle now had a base in which it was possible to train and
equip men and from which it was possible to prepare and
lgunch attacks on the northern area. Early in 1922 it was
decided at high level that so far as the 8ix Counties were
concerned, there was still fighting to do. Accordingly,

we did r esume the fighting and I remember on one accasion

during this period a rather spectacular coniact with the
enemy. A large_patrol of B. Specials used move along the
streets of Hewry each evening. Their beat used take them
through the main street (Hill St.) up Bridge St. and salong
Queen St. We decided to attack and d estroy this patrol
which was usually 30 to 40 strong and we planned that an
ambush should take place at the end of Queen St. nearest
Briidge St. where a dead wall runs for some distance.

Opposite to this was an estate which was known to the old
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people as Turner's Glen (Turner, who had lived there, was one
oq the 1798 United men who turned informer).

We entered the glen through the main gates and took up
our positions opposite the Queen St. d ead wall. We werewell
armed witht wo sub-machine guns, rifles, grenades and
revolvers. Our intentionwas to allow the complete patrel to

enter gueen St. and tb proceed until the tail had cleared the

Bridge St. corner and then to annihilate them against the wall.
Bad our plans succeeded, it 1s quite certain that there would
have been few survivors in that patrol; but, alas, the patrol
dil not turn up and one may be forgiven for thinking that some

informer in our camp gave a.'tip-off' to the patrol and so

saved their lives.

Vewaited for hours behind those walls and the night was

notl by any means & warm one. Iventually we decided that as
'Manomet would not come to the mountain - the mountain would
havle to come to Mohamet'. accordingly, it was decide& that

we ghould s eek out the enemy in the open streets and to give
battle wherever we found him.

There were about eight of us and we patrolled the town

of Hewry. We walked in the middle of the road along ueen 5i%.,
Neecdham St., Monaghen St., Edward S8t., Trevor Hill, past the
Town Halil and up Hill St., but we could find no one "to tread
on the tails of our coats“. We had proceeded up Hill St. and
had |reached Hyde kMarket. John Quinn and I were together in the
fronmt file, when we saw first the glazed peaks of a police
patrol and then the burly black figures Joomed out of the
daerkness. The whole affair happened very suddenly and uinn

immediately wheeled and shouted "Stick 'em up". The police

apparently thought that we were B. Specials and endeavoured
to parley with us. Then someone of our Volunteers in the rear
fireqd a shot and immediately the battle opened and we vere now

facing each other lying or kneeling on the street. In the
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|silence of the night I can wellr emember the terrific noise

of rifle fire, the chatter of sub-machine guns and bursting oi
a grenade or t wo. -

The'encqunter did not last long because al any noment we
were sure to be surrounded by thé eneny. The policé
-retreated.rqpidly and broke off the engagement. We made

our way up Hydé Market and so acrosé country to our old hase
at Corrogs near Warrenpoint. Whenwe checked over our men

it was sobn realised that those who took part were those

who had been t ried and préven in thé old fires. The Truce
bovs were absent.

| Ye had no intention of seeking shelter over fhe porder;
%t was an easy thing to do, but it was decided that if there
was fighting to be done, it should be confined within the
enemy-held country and shelter should not be sought in the
1.F.S. unless in an extreme ERleTEency We occupied a large
house owned by an unfriendly member of the landed gentry.
Hext morning we were amazed to find that a truce had bheen

concluded between Michael Collins and Sir James Craig, and

so we marched back again into Newry to the scene of our

omewhat bloody encounter of less than 12 hours previously.

% n

This truce held for a few weeks and again feverish
preparatibns were in hand for a further effort to liberate
the northern counties. The H.Q. of this effort was centred
in Dundalk barracks, recently taken over by us from the
British. Aiken was chosen as the leéder of this effort
ﬁhichtfas a planned full-scale rising. I remember well the
tremendous activit? in and about Dundalk. Thousands of
rifles, sub-machine guns, grenades, boxes of ammunition,
land mines,detenators, etc. were passed over the border by
various roubtes and dispersed througﬁ the six counties. At
the s ame time, enemy-held posts aiong the border were under

constant attack.




Around this time we were very short of detonators
and Iwas seﬁt over to Glasgow to see if some could be
obtaiﬁed. I had introductions tc the various Scottish
units. 1 boarded the boat at Belfast and felt a bit
uneasy when R.U.C. came aboard to make an inspection.
However, I duly reached Glasgow and finally f ound myself
at Uddingston, a district of that city. The local
Volunteers were paraded in the village hall and aftervards
I had a talk with the local commander -~ I believe his name
was Maguire. It was arranged that on the following night
wve would raid a éolliery to g et the detonators. I told
them they were required urgently and thatwe could not
walt. Along-we went on the following night to-the colliery -

held up the watchman and kound him. We went to the magazine

and seéﬁred a substantial quantity of detonators. On our
say from themid Ifell into a slag pit and was covered
with coal dust and slime. Iwas billeted that nisght at a
schoolteacher's house in Bothwell. The other chaps went
to their homes and were promptly arrested during the early
morning. I may add that my fall into the slag pif saved
my bacon;'otherwise L would have accompanied one of the
Volunteer officers to-his home and so would have gone down
for seven vears' penal servitude like the others. I went
down to Liverpool by rail with my haul and crossed to
Ireland via the Pundallk boat.

I remember one morning at this time taking a few men

. . Rue.
thh me to snipe the«barracks at Jonesboro!', just on the

border. VWe opened fire from the wall at Ravensdale Park.
The police replied and soon we noticed one of them coming
out of the harracks dressed only in shirt and trousers.
Heran to a machine gun post and opened fire on us. The
exchagge of shooting lasted for quite a while), but the
machine gunner never fegained hiszedoubt. He was bhowled

over on ther eturn journeyv.
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On another occasion we crossed swords again in more or
less the same locality. A patrol of police was seen nightly

coming up the road towards Dromintee. It was a road

junction overlooked by MacCGuill's stores and pub. Aiken was
Tn charge and it was the intention to destroy this patrol

vhich usually came in one or two lorries and went in the
direction of Newry.

Frank Aiken was with the main force at Maguill's and I

-t

das detailed to take charge of an incendiary bombing squad.

=

had about 8 or 9 men with me and we were equipped with
small arms and Molotov cocktails. Our orders were to throw
these cocktails at the lorries and burn them and their
ogcupants. My position was on the Newry side of Maguill's
on the same side of the road. By thé way, these cocktails
consisted of bottles filled with petrol and paraffin with
an elastic band around each, The band held a large two=-

headed fusée or match. To throw, the match was struck and

‘the bottle fired; the bottle broke or should break, in a

moment a blazing inferno was created. Other éocktails
consisted oflbhosphorus.wm:vae.

Vie were in position only for a short while when we heard
commetion and some shooting. Apparently what happened was
thdat one of our lads, Frank Mcliahon (Rewry), went out to
recomoitre in front of our position - that is, Aiken's main
pogition. He went a short distance down the road towards
Forkhill when, to his surprise, he encountered a police patrol
on foot advancing stealthily along each side of the road.

He wasn't quite sure, because the night was very dark, that
the§ were in fact police and so he halted them. Immediately
firing opened and soon the fighting flared up all along our
position. Eventually Aiken decided to withdras:, the foot
pafrol had upset all our schemes. The order to leave did not

reach me and so all the others had gone for some time before
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I realised the situation and was able to 'pull out' in time.
By now, the fire from the foot patrol was reinforced by the
machine gun of an armoured car whicharrived on the s cene.
We duly erossed the border and got to Dundalk in the course
nf a couple of hours. | |

On that same night, another party left Dundalk barracks
on a reprisal mission. Some nationalist youths had been
taken from their homes and were brutally murdered. \hen
the r eprisals party returned to Dundalk next morning, we
iearned that a terrible trail of death and destruction had’
been left in their wake and the original killings had been

avenged many times over., I remember that my feeling at

this reprisal was one of horror when I heard the details.

Fomt

fothing could justify this holocaust of unfortunate

protestants. Neithef youth nor age was spared and some of
the killings took place in the presence of their families.
Writing this, 25 years later, I still have the view

that it was a horrible affair - nothing could justify such

[4Y]

killing of unarmed people and I was surprised at the time
ghat Frank Aiken had planned and authorised this.
Eventually a day was fixed for a general rising in the
six northern counties and so,'as the date approached, the
pgreparations became more intense and feverish. Our plans
were to apply a general scorched earth policy in the entire
area. I was Vice-Brigadier of the Brigade and the brigade
staff was distributed over the three battalions -~ Banbridge,
Newry, Kilkeel. I was assigned to take command of the

Kilkeel district, the battalion commander of which was

Hugh O'Hogan.

The rising was to begin at 9 a.m. on a londay morning

in the Spring of 1922, I cannot now tell which month it wﬁs.

T

However, I left Dundalk Barracks on Sunday evening in a car

driven by HMickey O'Hagan of Dundalk. I was alone (except
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tor O'Hagan) fully equipped and armed. C'BHegan and I reached

ostrevor on our way. Ve had a puncture there and proceeded

o

do repair it on the roadside near the Great Herthern Hotel.
¥ihilst we were stopped, a lorry of police passed by -
evidenfly in search of us. I had stopped at Varrenpoint to
visit my sister Dora who lived there and, apparently, the
news was passed along to the police. As-we had nearly
completed the puncture repair operation, another car arrived.
In it was Malachy Quinn (adjutant of the brigade). Malachy
appeared to be almost breathless with excitement and told me
that he had been s ent especially by Franﬁtﬁi%h instructions
tbaf I should r eport back to Dundalk at once.

My immediate reactionias one of annovance and vexation
because there was a lot of necessary preliminary work to be
done before 9 a.m. on the following day vhen the risimng was
tC begin. Let me say now that our orders were to attack
and destroy all enemy posts and to destroy all enemy rorces
whfther R.I.C., R.U.C.; British soldiers or B. men in our
respective districts.

Malachy Quinn motored %g to Kilkeel to wafn Hugh O'Hpgan
that, so far as our divisionwas concerned, the rising would
not take place. In this part of Co. Down (southest) the
rising was to be for us a fight to the finish, for,'épart
from the fact that our land retreat could beeasily cut off,
two destroyers were anchored in Carlingford Lough, and these
maintained constant patrols in the Lough.

I returned to Dundalk that evening as directed and I
savi Frank Aiken. I asked him what was the position and he

replied that our Division was taking no part in the rising,

but| that there was no cancellation so far as the remainder of
_ MerTHERN
tnquount;es vas concerned. He gave as his reason the fact

l .
tha[ the Armagh Brigade was not fully equipped and for that

rea

|

action.

on he felt justified in withdrawing his Division f rom
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I pointed out that the South Down Brigade was fully
armed and that we should be permitted to take our part.

He was, hovever, adamant and his orders were ﬁaramount.

I told him also that our failure (Armagh and South Dovn)
would mean, if nothing else, increased concentration of
enemy fdrces 'in the other northern counties, but this
aspect of things did not appear to interest him.

On the following morning the rising in the rest of the
Six County area did take place and was quickly suppressed
with considerable loss of life anda rms on our part.

I could never understand Aiken's real motive in not
fighting his Division on this important occasion. He
remained in Dundalk harracks inactive and remote from his
command and so petered out this latest, and maybe the last,
Tising in the Ulster area. ,

No fault could be found with the men of South Down

¢r Co. Armagh. They were disappointed that they were not
pexnitted tot ake their rightful place with their fellow
Northmen in the (as they thought) ultimate fight for the

omplete liberation of Ireland.

0

That finished the fight for Ulster, and so, gradually,

eyes were turned to the conflict already raising its ugly

head in the south.

7, 1k |
ot Vol TDBsr>
%Qmﬁ ,74_1?11.

/
Sarr Gk 23 1988

Signed: Patrick Casey (Commendant)
South Down Brigade of Irish Volunteers
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APPENDIX "AY,

John Quinn, Newry.

Suartermaster, 4th Northern Division, I.R.4A.

As one who was closely associated with John Quinn during

the period 1916 to 1921, I should like to record a few notes.

He became actively assoclated with the Volunteers in 1918 and took
part in almost all the engagements in the 4th Northern Divisional

area.

To my personal knowledge he took part in the fights at

Newtownhamilton, Egyptian Arch, attack on McEvoy's Corner, Newry,
attack at Needham Place, Newry, fight at Corrags and derailing of
troop train, May, 1920, the liquidation of Head Constable Kearney

etc., ete.

Quinn.was of low stature, frail and pale, but wiry., At the

close of the fight for Independence he would have Eeen about 20 years
and at that time he was Divisional Quartermaster. He was a keen
amateur racing'cyclist and believed in keeping himself fit even during
the darkest days. I recall him wakening up in one of the various
hides-out we had and taking a bottle of olive oil in his hands.

And he would massage his legs for a period before getiing up so that
he could keep in trim for his cycle racing. John was a total
abstainer and had no time at all for those who took drink, This
could be saia indeed for all the Volunteers of that time. A drinker
was quicklf eliminated from the ranks and this more than anything

else ensuréd the success of the cause, I cannot recall any better
soldler than John Quinn. He was as cool as the proverbial cucumber
in a fight and rever, at any time, did he show any indication of

panic or fear.




Talking of the question of keeping himself fit, I can always
remember his attitude to the dirt, lice and. fleas which were so.

often encountered in our travels. 1In those days if one had a bed

it was usually only for a night. Quinn always éarried a spare

shirt, usually a blue éne, which he would don on retiring and he would

change hack into his day shirt in the morning.

thinn ﬁas not a prude and always had an eye for a pretty girl.
In those days it was the fashion for girls to wear plaited hair
which were called pigtails, and many a time we'd walk after a couple
of 'fillys', as he called them, betting jocosely on the length of

the pigtails.

In addition to his cycle racing, John Quinn was very interested
in point-to-point races and was quite a rider of note. I remember
one night in the spring of 1921 there was a concert of some kind in
Newry.town hall and Quinn and T went to the balcony. The show
progressed and at a stage half way through we saw a posse of police
entering and remaining at the one doorway. Quinn and I were armed
but we had declded beforehand that we would not be captured alive if
possible, We were cornered and had to consult together as to how
we wouldlget out, The?e was only'one way - to clear the balcony and
drop into the main hall. So when the lights dimmed we moved
quietly-to the front and at a given signal we slipped over the

" halcony and drovped into the hall, There was some commotion and
people were knocked ;bout‘ﬁut in the melee that followed we moved

to the door and made our escape.

After the liquidation of Kearney, John Quinn and I rode to Kilkes

and stayed the night with his uncle, Fdward Quinn, Attacal. John had

T racing bicycle and T had another supplied by him. In the morning
Te rode down the hills and I remember how difficult it was for me to
regulate the downward progress hy means of a backward pressure on the

pedals of the racing machine,
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In the attack on Newtéwnhamilton, Quinn and I were together
during the entire fight and, as dawn broke on the morning of the 8th
May, 1920, we were fighting_froﬁ'an outhouse in the R.I.C. backyard.
The battle began at 11,30 p.m. and finished at 7 o'clock the following

morning,

The Truce came and after that we had much training and general

activity, The Treaty was signed and Aiken took over Dundalk Barracks

on behalf of the Irish Government. Shortly after this Quinn and I
were motor-cycling along the road to Greenore. We rested at a spot
along the road and during a conversation my friend said, "Pat, T will

never survive the next fight", Nor did he.

In August, 1922, the Civil Wﬁr started and John Quinn and I parted

company, taking different sides, I was in Wexford when I heard of his

Teath and I was dseply depressed ét the passing of this stalwart lad,
T learnsd afterwards the details of his capture from Commandant

Tunningham, the officer in charge of the raiding party. Cunningham

Tescribed the capture to me. It took place in a farmhouse at Ardee.

The place was surrounded and there was a good deal of shooting, 1In

The middle of the fi

immediately after the burst or explosion he made an attempt to get

ring Quinn opened the door and threw a grenade and

away. He firgd on a young soldier,who was standing near the door,

but missed him. The soldier fired and hit John. He was taken to
hospital where he passed away. So John Quinn's remark to me about his
next fight was préphetic. Ireland gave birth to no better or braver
soldier than Sedn Quinn. He died of wounds in the spring of 1923 at

the early age of 22, May God rest his soul,
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APPENDIX "BN,

Those taking part in military actions in the 4th Northern

Divisional area which comprised County Armagh, South Down and North

Louth during the fight for Independence, 1916 to 1921 -

(1) Elimination of Head Constable Kearnmey. John Quinn (dead),

‘| Peter Shields (dead), Pat Fearon (dead), myself (Pat Casey), and

James Goodfellow (dead).

(2) Newtownhamilton barrack attack, 7th May, 1920, Frank Aiken,
Camlough, John McCoy, Mullaghbawn, Patrick O'Rourke, Newry,
Pat McAleenan, Pat Rafferty, chk McKinley, all from Shinn, Newry,

Jorn Quinn, myself (Pat Casey). There were many others from

County Armagh whose names I don't remember.

(3) Attack at McEvoy's Corner, Junction of Quays with King Street,

Newry, Andy O'Hare, Dominick Doherty, Peter Q!'Hare (dead), John Quinn

(dead), myself (Pat Casey), Matt Grey and Jimmy Murphy (dead) of

Monaghan,

and

The

This attack was on an enemy patrol consisting of Head Constable
‘twelve men, attacked by grenade and revolver, It was a success,

complete patrol was knocked out betweén killed and wounded.

(4) Shooting of Constable Gabbie on 30th June, 1921, in Newry.

Pat Fearon.

(5) Ambush at Corrags. Frank Aiken, Sedn Quinn, Pat Hughes,

Pat Casey, Ted McEvoy and Jimmy Murphy.

(6) Ambush at foot of Hyde Market, Newry. Those taking part in
that were John Quinn, myself (Pat Casey), Pat Fearon and Ned

Fitzpatrick,
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(7) Abortive attack at Plaster ocutside Dundalk. John McCoy,
Frank Alken, John Quinn, myself (Pat Casey), Hugh Gribbin,
John Wright alias O'Rorke, and James Byrne of Banbridge,

Pat Rafferty and Pat McAleenan both of Shinn, Kewry.

I was present at the main ambush position and so was Gribbin.
John Guinn and Andy O'Hare were located at a house occupied by
Auxil@aries. Quinn and O'Hare were the onlj ones in contact with the
eneny. Auxiliary lorries did not vass our ambush position, The

attacking forces consisted mainly of men from Armagh and Down.

Narrvative beging:-

During the period 1912 Fo 1913 the distriet from whence I
came was in a state of turmoil. This was ‘in the town of Newry.
And being so located between Orange and Green, one was virtually in
the middle of the forces of reaction and those engaged in the fight

for freedom,

The writer at this period (1913) was of tender years being 13
years old. Men matured quickly in those days and long before one
discarded the trappings of boyhood one was actively engaged in things

that rightly pertained to those of more mature years,
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