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STATEMENT OF MR. ANDREW KENNEDY,
Bank Place, Tipperary, Co. Tipperary.

I was born in the parish of Solohead in October,
1900, my parents being small farmers there, ané I went to
school until I was sixteen at Monard National échool
where I reached the sixth standard, On leaving school,
I‘Fent to help on my uncle's farm at Fedamore,iCo.
Limerick, and I worked there for about two yeaés.

I was about sixteen and a half years!' of age when
I went to Fedamore, and it was there I first ceme in

contact with the Volunteer movement, as a Volunteer
|

Company had been formed in Fedamore, I think, about the

. Oor James
end of 1917 and the Company Commander was, I tpink, Willie/

Clifford. . I joined that Company sometime aboﬁt then and
contimied to parade with them. As far as I can remember,
the nucleus of a. Company had been there for some time but,
coming on to the beginning of 1918 and the appqoach of the
conseription erisis, the numbers in the Companﬁ increased

|
and it was then up to about a hundred men, as far as I

t

remember.

We had little or no arms in the_Company4 and for
drilling we used imitation wooden rifles and nurley sticks.
I do not remember any event of outstanding importance in
Fedamore up to the time I left it at the end oﬁ 1918 and
returned to Solohead. During the 1918 generaﬂ elections,
of course, the Volunteers of Fedamore, and eveﬁywhere else,
were fully engaged doing police duties in connéction with
the election, as well as helping to organise public
meetings and suchlike. It was in or about the time of the

elections, or shortly afterwards, that I left Fedamore.
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On my return to Solohead, I made contacﬁ with the
Solochead Company of the Voluntéers, through a éouple of
my school pals, Micky iBulleen) Ryan and Tim Cfowe, who
were also my nelighbours. Tim Crowe was actiné Company
Commander of Solohead Company at that time in ?he absénce
of Sedn Treacy who was then organising the Galtee
Battalion, and through them I became & member %f the

Solohead Company.

I had known Sedn Treacy well since my séhoél-days,
though we did not go to the same school. He iived about
four miles distant at the other end of the parish, but I
used meet him at Magss on Sundays and other wayé, and’ I
knew him to be a most enthusiastie nationalistgand that he
ﬁas in touch with the leaders of the national ﬁovement

f

from a very early date.

-It took me a little while, when I got home after
my two years' absence, to sort things out, discover who
was who, what was going on there and to arrangé to have
myself admitted to the Solohead Company. At #hat time
it was not as easy to join the Volunteers - iniSolohead
at any rate - as just walking up and asking fof admission.,
They were very selective about whom they would |accept as
members. Treacy and the others had apparentlj made it a
rule not to accept as Volunteers anyone but th$se who
could be shown to be absolutely reliable and willing and
anxious to fight. At that time and up to thegTruce, in
fact, a man had to be practically proposed and;seconded
and agreed to by all the members before he waséadmitted
as a member of the Company. That may not have been the

case elsewhere, but it certainly was true of‘Solohead;

I did not know anything about the Soloheadbeg
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‘gmbush, which took place on the 19th January, i919, uptil
dfter it had ocecurred. Aétually, several_meméers of the
Company, including myseif, were not told aboutsit and had
nothing to do with it. Treacy and those withfhim carried
out that affair on their own and merely -got assistance as
they required it from what members of the Soloﬁead Company
were immediétely to hand. So the first we kn?w of the
Soloheadbeg ambush was when we heard about it ?Tom the
people ground and read it in the newsp&pérs. ESome days
afterwards, the gelignite which had been captured there
had been removed to a quarry at Ballydonagh ané,
apparently, Treac& wanted Yo carry out some teéts with the
explosive, with a view I suppose to seeing hoﬁ{it could
best be used by our people, what its effect waé, and so

on. On this occasion I was instructed by Tim|Crdwe to
bring one of the rifles captured from the R.I.&. at
Soloheadbeg and ammunition to Ballydoragh wheré it would
be used to protect those carrying out the experiment.
Crowe had instructed me to bring the rifle andifive rounds
of ammunition, which he had given me, to Ballyéonagh, near
Dunchill. I took the rifle and ammunition on the
| appointedday'ié a point some couple of hundred yafds from
the guarry where I handed over the rifle and ammunition to
him, and made my way home again as best I coulq.' I
understood then that Crowe was acting as outpo%t guard for
the people who were carrying out the experimen#s in the
gquarry but, as he told me td clear off when I ﬂad'given
him the rifle, I did not wait to see what was éoing on

but obeyed my orders. :

There was a lot of ﬁilitary and police activity
around Solohead following the ambush and for séme time

afterwards, but we took very little notice of ﬁhis at .
|
!



the time because, as I say, most of us in Solohead
‘Company had known nothing about the ambush beforehand
and also because the?e had been military manoegvres or
tactical exercises carried out in the localitygbefore
this and we had got used to seeing lorry-loads%of
soldiers and signalmen stringing wire along thé road when
we passed back and forth, so that a lot of the!activity
that took place after the ambush seemed, to thé ordinary
people around like a continuance of what had been going
on before. We did not know enough then to understand
the significance of parties of police and milipary moving
‘ :

here and there. |

About that time - January, 1919 - I sec&red
employment in the traffic department at Limeriék Junction
railway station and, as I was working on the pﬁatform
there, my services as an agent for the Volunteérs were
considered valuable by the Solqhead Company, oé.which I
was a member, Because of my presence continually on the
platform at Limerick Junction, I was in a position to
note the movgments of R.I.C. and military-persqnnel and
stores, and also to gct as an agent for the reQeipt and
despatch of messages and material to and from ﬂolunteer
Headquarters in Dﬁblin and the South Tipperary Brigade.
Consequently I was urged to have no outward co@nection

with the Volunteers and, from that time on, my bontact

with the Volunteers became secret.

.The system in operation‘for sending messgges to
and from G.H.Q. and the various country Brigadeg was
usually to employ trusted railwaymen, such as, #ngine
drivers, guards, or ticket checkers on the traips, to carry
these messages and deliver them to other trusted people,

such as, myself, for instance. When I got to know the
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methods and routes, I would pass these on to where they
were supposed to go, throuéh'a'recognised messége centre.
For instance, on the statioh in Limerick Junction there
were Jerry Frewen, who was a.memﬁer of the Tipberary
Company, and his sister who kept Eason's Books£all on
the statlon, and there were others employed at: the
station, such as, Paddy Coen, who would take these
messages if he happened to be going off duty béfore
myself. At a little later stage, most of theimessages,
whether written or ferbal, might only have to be passed
from the guard's van to Eason's bookstall wheré Maggie
Frewen (now Mrs. Ml. Breen) took them and pass%d them on.
Very often, when I brought a letter to the boo#stall
which might be intended for the 0/C, South Tipperary
Brigade, the two R.I.C. Detective Officers, Fox and
Cadogan, who frequented the station, were leaning over
the bookstall, but they never seemed to suspec% that
messages were being passed because it was done:so openly.
When I took a message from the guard, it was usually in
an envelope addressed to the Stationmaster at Limerick
Junction, but with a special identification mapk on it
as well, and so the detectives never dreamt th%t the

-apparently ?outine railway communications werei in fact,

I.R.A. despatches,

My impressionrat the time was that thesé detectives
regarded'the I.R.A. as some kind of wild fellows away up
in the Galtee mountains and never for a moment considered
‘that the men they were standing around amongstL at
Limerieck Junection station,rfor example, could #ave had any

connection with the organisation. ‘

On one occasion I got a very confused méssage

from Sedn Eivers who was checker on the night-mail from
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Cork.- The ﬁessage Elvers gave to me verbally was to the
effect that there had been a raid on the mailsgin Cork and
that one of the itens of information discovere@ in the
mails was that three important men were to be %rrested on
the followlng morning. That part of the mgssége was
clear enough, but he could only remember two o% the names.
One of these was the late P.J. Moloney and theiother was
Willie Benn. He racked his brainsrto try and think of
the third name, but couid not remembef it befbfe the train
left the station, although he said he was a vé#y important

man. At 1 a.m. I brought this message to Jerry Frewen at

his home and asked him to get word to Moloney and Benn.
- ' |

The third man, whose name we did not geﬁ at the
time, we discovered afterwards to be the late dommandant
Sedn Duffy, who was the Officer Commanding the i4th
Battalion. The information was got to Tipperéry by
Frewen; and Moloney and Benn were warned that;they were
due to be arrested in the morning. Benn acted on the
information and got away before the party cameito arrest
hin. He went on the run from then on. P.J.EMoloney
decided that he was too old to undergo the har@ships of
being on the run and decided to brazen it out.;
Consequently, he was arrested when the party céme for him
in the morning, although he had been warned. ;Sean Duffy,
whose nﬁme we had falled to get, was'also arregted that
morning and was given a term of imprisonment. L

As I said before, I had been unged by my Company
not to have any open association with them on account of
my services on the railway, and this embargo gﬁ my
Volunteer activities was not very pleasant to_ﬁe at the

time. Though I knew the work I did on the railway was

valuable, I would have preferred to be openly taking my

'
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part with the other Volunteers of my Company. ; However,
in addition to the handling of I.R.A. despatchés, I also
was able to acquire a certain amount of arms aéd

. |
ammunition and suchlike useful items which pas?ed through

on the railway.. |

I remember on one occasion during the mﬁnitions
strike, that is, the period when the railwaymeé refused to
carry armped enemy parties or stores,'a Britishiofficer in
muftl asked me to look after his luggage and s%e that it
was placed on the Limerick train for him. Thé Limerick
train was not due to leave for about-an hour aﬁd & half,
I usually carried with me a bundle of keys whiéh were
capable of opening almost anything and, when I got his
luggage into the van, I went through it, Openiég the cases
with my keys. I took from the luggage & .LS éevolver and
from.fifty to a hundred rounds of ammunition, % pair of
fieldglasses, a Verey light pistol and his uniiorm, which
"I concealed for the time being, and sent off tée rest of
the luggage. When I was going off duty at 3 ﬁ.m.,that
day, I chanced taking the revolver and ammupit;on with me.
Passing out the police barracks safely, I met é couple of
lorry-lcads of scldiers who were going to the ?tation tq
discover what had become of the items missing ?rom the
officer's luggage. They did not take any notice of me
as I passed them by, nor did they find the reé% of the
material which I had hidden at the station. &he L5
anmunition I had got on that occasion was lookéd upon as
very valuable, as I don't think there was é siégle round
of .45 in the area at “thatitiie. ' i

On another occasion I collected a lot of shotgun

cartridges, which we usually refilled with buckshot when

we could find any such ammunition. I took this off
!
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the train and hid it in the station until I wonld be
going off duty. When going off duty, 1 took ?he
cantridges with me. As I was moving off, I nnticed that
some members of the Tipperary Company were taking petrol
from the other side of the station. 1 stoppen ;o give
them a hand and, in order to do so0, I left down the
cartridges I was carrying. As soon as they found out
wiet my parcel contained, they became more interested in
that and wanted to take possession of it, notwithstanding
the fact that I had merely stopped to help then. After
some argument, I threatened to make a report t% the

Company Commander on the whole matter, and they then

agreed to let me retain the ammunition. |

E

| Another incident that occurred about the same time
was the I.R.A. raid on Limerick Junction station for the
purpose of removing a fire-hose and pump whlcn were
generally kept in the station. The pnmp and hose were
required for the attack on Kilmallock Barracké (which took
place on the 27th May, 1920). Being a railwny employe,
I was in a position to know where everything %as located
and where the keys could be found.. Toavoid identification
we: blackened our faces and tied handkerchiefs!across the
lower‘part of our faces, so that we would notibe
recognised. The pump was a heavy affair on‘wheels and
could be moved on its wheels for short distances, but 1t
needed a horse and cart to take it away, and the hose, as
far as I can remember, was a round rubber affnir similar
to the garden hose but probably bigger in dianeter. It
was intended to use these to pump a jet of pa?affin or
petrol on to the barracks at Kilmallock‘in nrner to set
fire to it. | {

The destruction of the vacated R.I.C. barracks
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|
throughout the country then.occurred, and I reﬁember
being engaged with other members of my Companyéon one of
these jobs, that was, the destruction of the RLI;C.
barracks at Glenbane. On that occasion each ﬁan brought
with him a bottle containing paraffin oil or p%trol, and
these were hurled into the barracks when the f@re was

sﬁarted. ' !

About this time we decided to hold up the postman
bringing the mails to the barracks at Limerick{Junction.
Crowe, Tommy Ryan, M¥eXExSXXX and myself spent all night in
a hay barn, so as to be on the spot in time to intercept
the postman going to the barracks in the morning.

Amongst the mails we captured on that occasioq, we got
some useful information, but I cannot now'remémber the
details except one item. This was the first ipubliec
offer of a rewardw'for information leading to!the capture,
dead or alive, of Dan Breen. With this docuﬂent were a
number of printed posters on which appeared the now
famous bad photograph of Dan Breen and offering the public

a reward for his capture. }
{

Apart from these occasional activities, there were
twice-weekly Company parades. The location of these -
parades was varied from place to place; but tﬂey were
most often held in P.P. Moloney's barn at Gorthdrum. I
was again attehding parades at this time, ande was one

of those selected to go t0 a place near Tipperary town to

attend 2 special musketry class.

\

When I went to attend the special musketry class,
I learned to my great surprise that the musketry
instruector, a member of another Volunteer Company, was a

man named Michael Nevin, an ex British Army man, who -
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: l \
worked with me! on the railway. I had never suspected

[
until then thaf he was an I.R.A. man and, knowing that he
had been in the British Army, I had been very careful
about him up to this. He, in turn, had not kpown that I
was in the I.R.A. until he met me at the classL but from
then on we worked in harmony for the national cause in the
course of our daily work. ‘
: _ |

The knowledge we gained at this musketry class,
while.it was very useful to ue personally, pqued of
little value to us when passing it on to our ﬁespective
Companies, by reason of the fact that our insﬁruction was
based upon the service Lee Enfield rifle and ﬁe did not
have one of these rifles in our Company at the time. 1In
this way it Was difficult  for us to transmit the
knowledge we had gained to the other men of the Company .
It was' six months later before we had a-service rifle in
the Company and by that time I suppose we hadgforgotten
what we had learned at the musketry class, except that we
were able to handle a rifle ourselves. One thing that
was sadly lac%ing all the time, even-up to the Truce, was
any kind of aiming tests or range practice thet would
ensure that the men knew how to aim properly. ‘ It was
explained to them in theory, of course, but in action,
which was the only time we could fire off live ammunition,
1t was largely a matter of guesswork whether or not our
fire was accurate. Even a miniature .22 rifie would have'
been very useful for practice shooting but we did not have
one in the Company. 1 suppose 1t is true t013ay that the
standard of weapon training end'tacpical training amongst
the I.R.A, wa% low compared Witﬁ the standard of trained
soldiers. We had not got the facilities, the material

Oor the instructors to achieve anything like a high

1
'
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standard, but I would say our deficlency in this respect
was counterbalanced by a high morale. Our meé had ple%ty
of courage and belleved in their own superiorityﬂéééiﬁéél
the enemy. They did not even understand at tﬁe time how
poor their efficiency standards were by comparison with
the eneny, and it was this factor that enabled;them to
carry on the fight. On the other aide the enémy had all
the advantages of technical and tactical training and a
good supply of weapons and ammunition, but didgnot appear

to have the courage to use these advantages against us.
i

There were numerous small incidents fro? time to -
time, most of which I cannot recall at the mo@ent, but one
such incident oceurs to me now, There was a Fan working
. with me at Limerick Junction Station, named Péddy Ryan.

"Paddy, the Master® we calléd him. He was fqom Rossmore.
Usually, the two of us went to town to Tipper%ry on a

. Saturday evening. There were a couple of B.i.C. men in
’Tipperary town who had made  themselves particélarly
objectionable, and we decided on one particulér Saturday
that we would put a stop to their activities.g This was
on our own initiative. We went into Tippera;y with two
.38 revolvefs in our pockets, intending to seércﬁ for and
shoot these two R.I.C. men who usually made tﬁemselves
very busy golng around the town on a Saturday;evening.

We were not very long in Tipperary téwn and héd not yet
managed to find the two men we intended to shgot, when two
~lorry-loads of Black and Tans and Ayxiliarieséarrived from
Liﬁerick. This forece, which was under the cémmand of
Sergeant Horan, proceeded to smash up everything they
~could lay hands on in the town and, as they wére too large
a force for us to cope with, we went into a shOp where we

hid ourselves until the Tans had departed. Then we
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quietly médé our way out of the town towards home.
Apparently 1t was not ou; déy, but the circums@ances
proved lucky enough as it happened, because I @ecided to
try out my revolver on tpe following Sunday inia quarry
near home. It'was a five-chamber revolver, and not one
of the five chambers would fire. An examination of the
weapon disclosed that the striker was deféctivé. It was
too short and incapsable Qf indenting the strikér cap of
any of the cartridges. "If we had attempted to shoot the
two policémen as planned; I would have found mﬁself

1 . l

unarmed in the process.
That particular .38 revolver was sent a%ay for
repair but I never saw it again. In the mean£ime I
captured another revolver in transit on the railway and
this time held on to it'myself. I had decided, in view
-of all the étuff that I had managed to get hol@ of from
time to time and_passed on to the Battalion andlhad got
none of it for myself; that I would retain the bext.one
I'captured. - ' E
_ _ i
About the autumn of 1920 I accidentally %ounded '
myself in the hand with an automatic pistol which I was
testing. I forget whereVI got this pistol but, having

decided to try it out, I brought it to the back;of a rick

1
1

of nay at my own house, where I began to unload it in
order to strip it down fo# examination. I pulied the
action several times and Fhought I had it complétely
unloaded. Then I was beginning to strip it and I was
pushing against the muzzle with the palm of my right hand
when it went off. Apparently I had not completely
unlcaded it as I thought. The bullet passed through the
palm of my hand and out at the back. Hiding the gun in
the hay-rick, I went to a‘neighbour's house, Midk Crowe,

who was also a Volunteer, and he tied it up for me. It
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was next morning before I went to a doctor in ?ipperary,
a Dr. O'Dwyer, brother of Sir Michael O'Dwyer, whom I
knew was hostile to the national movement, but;as he was
my family doctor, I felt it might be safer to go to him
than anyone else. Dr. O'Dwyer fixed up my ha%d, but 1
was unable to resume work for some months and,!when I did
resume, - I found that the stationmaster at Lime#ick
Junction, an ex British Army officer named Savége, had
apparently given,infofmation about me to the RLI.C. On
the day I resumed work I was held up and questioned by
the R.I.C. They took me to the barracks whenlI was
coming from work that day and questionéd me asito why I
had been out of work so long and where I had béen in the
meantime., I told them that I had fallen off n}y bieyele
into some barbed wire and that the wire had goﬁe through
my hand. This story was to accoﬁht'for the wéund on my
hand as well as m§ absence from work, but they?did not
seem to believe my story and held me there whiie they sent

to Tipperary for trained army personnel to eiamine the
scar on my hénd. Some hours later, two lorry:loads of
soldiers . of <l experience.: arrived from Tippetary and I
was examined by some medical corps soldiers an& N.C.O's.
One of the Tommies, examining my hand, said to!me in a
whisper, "You either did it yourself, Paddy, o% you were
'shot with your hands up!". But he shouted baék to the
Head Constable, "That is all right. That is ﬁqt a bullet
wound".  Then the Tans told me to run for it, but I knew
| what that mean®, so I told them I was unable td run, that
I was toeo hungry and too weak. 1 moyed off a; slowly-as
possible while still in their view but, as soon as I got
round a corner and out of sight of them, 1 took to my

heels and ran as fast as I could. That would be in or

about the end of 1920, and I never returned to Limerick
' |

t
1
1
|
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Junction from then until after the Truce. |
I

I made up my mind then to join Dinny Lacey's Column,
the No. 1 Flying Column of the South Tipperary Brigade, and
applied formally for this to my Battalion. Tﬁg Column at
the time was, I ﬁés told, down in Waterfordf hs it was
continually on the move, I was instructed that &he best
way to get in touch with Lacey was to go to Briéade
Headguarters at Rosegréen. I went to Brigade % |
Headquarters and walted around there for a mattgr of some
three weeks,- during which time I was engaged with others
" in the construction of a dug-out on the land of‘Sadleir's
of Ballydine which was to serve as the Brigade

Headquarters office. :

Actually I don't know much about the detéils of the
Brigade Headquarters establishmeﬁt or its plans: as I was
only an ordinary Volunteer waiting there to get in touch
with the Column and, in the meantime, giving a hand to
whatever was to be done, As far as the dug-ou? was
concerned, I never saw it when it was completedl What we
were doing was sinking a pit about the size of an ordinary
small room, about ten or twelve feet deep, in the side of
a hill. I believe this was to be subsequently‘roofed
over and covered with sods, level with the grouéd, and the
entrance to be through a concealed passage, butfas I never

saw it when it was finished, I know no more aboﬁt it.

. i
While I was there, the various Brigade Officers were

located in different houses around that small aﬁea at
‘Bosegreen. For instance, one house was the co#munications
centre where ali messages for the Brigade arrivéd; another
was occupied by the Brigade Adjutant;_and so on{ Any
visitor to the Brigade Headquarters usually only saw one
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or other officers of the Brigade in the house he went to.
Paddy Aherne was the foreman in Sadleir's placé and he was
also the local Company Captain. Aherne was ié charge of
the construction of the dugout. We were helping to dig
the pit and to remove the earth some distance %way from
it where it was spread on ploughed fields and other
places wpicﬂ would escape notice. * One of the houses
occupied by the Brigade Headquarters was Loobyis of
Rathsallagh, and the Brigade despatch centre wds -Bgants
of Tooloohan. R

During the time I was at Brigade Headqua;.rt.ers, the
Column were in Co. Waterfofd, Cloneagh.vicinipi, which was
the 8th Battalion area. The 8th Battalion of;the South
Tipperary Brigade covered part of the Co. Wateffbrd; and
it was on the occasion of this visit that Laceé recruited
the first members of the 8th Battalion into thé No. 1
Flying Column. On the return of the Column to the
vicinitf of the Brigade Headquarters, 1 joined;it and
remained from thén to the Truce as & member of:the No. 1

Column. i

The Column was about thirty-five strong at this time
and some of the older members of it, who had béen members
since the beginning of the Column, were being ﬁetﬁrned to
their own Battalion areas to start operations o? their own
in their Battalion areas. For instance, Brian?Shanahan
was sent back in the early Spring of 1921 to ta%e charge
of Grantstown Company, and was later appointed battalion
Commander 1n that ares aftér-the death of Sean buffy, who
had been Battalion Commander up to then; Sedn %itZPatrick,
who had acted as 2nd-in-command and Adjutant of the Column,
was withdrawn for posting as Brigade Adjutant; ' the three
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East Limerick Brigade men, John Joe 0O'Brien, Bill Fraher
and Sedn Lyneh, who had been'with-the South Tiéperary
Column up to then, were claiméd and returned té their own
Brigade in East Limerick; Tim‘Créwe was sent ﬁack as
Battalion Quartermaster, Lth Battalion; and Micky
Fitzpatrick, who had been wounded, was never aﬂle to
resume duty with the Column up to the Truce; ﬁut some of
the original members of thg Column, such as, M#cky Ryan
(Bulleen) and the two lads from Dunohill contin@ed to
servge with the Column along.with Lacey who rem%ined all
the time as the Column Commander. The origina# Column
had been formed almost entirely from officers oF the old
Lth Battalion with, of course, the addition of the three
East Limerick men ment}oned and, &8s this had th; effect of
robbing the units of their best officers, these%were now
being retufned td,their Companies and Battalion%. 1 do
not- know whése ides this was, or who issued theiorders
for the re-organisation of the Column, but I im;gine iﬁ
was from Brigade Headguarters. Sedn Fitzpatriék was
replaced as Adjutant and 2nd-in-charge by Jim Kilmartin.
Jim Doherty became Column Quartermaster and TomiLynch
Intelligence Officer. Some time a little late¥ the
Column was further organised into two sections,;placing the
men roughly according to their units of origin.! Pak:

Dalton was put in charge of the men from the weétern end
|

- of the Brigade area, and I think it was Perile Tobin who

was the Commander of the section embracing the men from

the edstern side. | |

This re-organisation of the Column into éections‘
and squads took place, as far as I can remember; about
March of 1921 and was for the purpose of ease of control
in administrative matters, such as, billeting qu

tactical, in the course of operations. The squ@d was made
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up of three to foup men under a squad leader, énd the

’ nqmber of squads in each section varied with t?e strength
of the Column from time to time. ;

While the No. 1 Column of the South Tipberary
Brigade were very active all the time, the_num&er of actusl
engagements with the ehemy does not quite repr?sent their
activities because, for 'every one of these eng?gements,
there were numerous times when the Column plan%ed‘an
oﬁeration, or waited in ambush for an enemy tﬁat failed to
turn up or for some reason the planned engageﬂent did not
come off. Such disappointments were commonélso that we

looked upon it as a lucky event when an expected enemy

, J
party actually came along into our prepared positions.
: |

The first active engagement I can remeiber clearly
after joining the Columnwas an éttack on an eﬁemy convoy
which usually conveyed foodstuffs and supplie; to an enemy
garrison at Clonbeg in the Glen of Aherliow frém Tipperary.
The local intelligence report we got stated tﬁat this
party usually went out from Tipperary at anceftain time,
the supplies being carried on a four-wheeled %orse waggon
and eécorted by ten to twenty soldiers who mo?ed in
extended order in advance and in rear of the %ehicle.

The report said, however, that on the return Sourney the
escort usually travelled on the vehicle, whic; was then
unladen otherwise, and it was decided to attack them on
the return journey when they would be all togéther in the
vehicle. L | |

The Column proceeded to the Turntable,iabove
Ballyglass, and position qf attack was selectgd. Four
off five men were put into a position at the thrn of the
road froﬁ.where they could halt the convoy. . The

: | ~
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remainder of the Column, led by Dinny Lacey, mbved up
through the wood on the hillside to get domina%ing
positions from there to the hilltop. While tbey were so
engaged, the military party came along the roa@, long
before it was due to arrive, and, to our surprise, they
were in the same extended formation aé they,hﬁd been on
the outward journey. There were only three ér four
soldiers slightly in advance of the vehicle, the remainder
being extendéd along the road behind it. The‘instructions
Lacey had given were that fire would not be opened by our

men until he himselfl gave the signal by,openiﬁg‘the fire.

As”the situation developed, however, there were
only the vehicle itself and the three or four{soldiérs
near it actually within the ambush position; ﬁhe remaineder
being spread along the road, and Lacey, with éhe bulk of
the Column, was not yet in position for the aﬁtack. The
four or five men he had left in position at t§e road-side
were armed mostly with shoﬁguns.. Some of thése must have
exposed themselves accldentally and were seeniby the
military who suddenly ran‘for cover, and shot% were
exchanged. Some of the soldiers were seen to fall after
the fire of our fellows, and.the horses attacﬂed to the
weggon bolted out of control, plunging over the fence
where our fellows. were. The waggon was held;by the fence
ang'the horses swung in mid-air from the tackiing. The
two horses were shot, to take ﬁhem out of troﬁble. As
the rest of the Column did not know what was ﬂappening,
they did not come into action at all. The f%mainder of
the military party took cover in the same wood where our
fellows had gone to select position, and so tﬁere was
nothing to do at this stage but to retire gracefully from
the posiﬁion. I think that action took placé early in

March, 1921.

'
I

{
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Later on in the same month - March, 1921 - we had
an almost similar oc¢currence at Garrymore. Oﬁ that
occasionAwe ware‘attacking a military party bringing
foecdstuffs from Cahir to a British outpost at élogheen.
This party too had been reported as usually re#urning to
Cahir on the truck which bfought out the.supplies.' Both
the No. 1 and No. 2 South Tipperary Columns we#e at hand
for this attack, but nelther of them were in position when
the enemy party came along, two hours earlier than their
. normal time for returning. There was a running fight for
a while with the military, the military ruﬁniné along the
.ﬁgéd;and our fellows runhing along in the.fiel@s, and
exchanging shots as they went. Some of the military were.
reported as wounded on that occasion but, outside of that,
nothing happened. The No. 1 Column was then %ithdrawn
from that position. The No. 2 Column was awa% up in |
Garrymore and did not come into the action at éll, except
that I suppose they heard the shooting. The é/c of our
Column, Dinny Laéey, and his 2nd-in-command, Jim Kilmartin,
-were inside in a little farmhouse having theiridinner when
the shooting began, so that Whét action there ﬁas, took

j outpost
place on the initlative of the men who happened to be in/

position at the time. !

On our return from that operation, it aﬁpeared that
we were being guided by men who did not know tﬁe country
very well. We returned at right-angles to Cl$gheen in
the direction of Ballyboy on a by-road which rén between the
main Cahir-Clogheen road and the Cahir-Ardfinnan road.

While we were moving along in the course of ou; retirement
in the triangular strip of country enclosed byjthese roads,
a. motor car, driven by a man in civilian attire, came up

to the rere of the Column. The car was held up, one of



- 20 -

the members of the Column got into the car with the driver,
and they drove on towards the head of the Colugn. Here
Sedn Downey recognised the driver of the car aé District
Inspector Potter of the R.I.C. Downey said, ?That's
District Inspector Potter, the so-and-so that éave me
three months in jail!®™. Pottef was thereupoé placed
under arrest and his car was taken over. We ?roceeded

towards Ballyboy with our prisoner. i

Near Ballyboy a miliﬁary party, or patr?l, of about
twenty-five soldiers was observed in extended formation
coming towards us and moving for the bossession? of-a ruined
or disused housge. The soldiers were coming a? the double
to galn possession of the ruined house, but Ji@ Doherty
and a few of our lads got there before them-anﬁ opened fire
on the troops from the house. The military p;rty retired
when they were fired on, and it was evident thét,.as well as
thelr appearanée beiﬁg a surprise to us, they %ere equally
surpgised by our appearance. There was rathér a
deadlock position thén, the military being unw?lling to
édvancg against our fire, while we, on the othér hand,
could find no covered way to approach downhillétowards
their position. We found also that we had be?n advancing

nearer to the enemy post at Clogheen instead o% away from

it, as we thought, our guides apparently having mistaken
: |
the lie of the land. At that point, Potter's car was
abandoned and, taking the prisoner with us onjfoot, we
|

retired in the Tiobrad direction. We travell%d a couple

of miles before we stopped-to look for something to eat,
and we billeted in the Newcastle area that niéht.

Next morning we were awakened early by one of our
scouts who reported the presence of several ldrry—loads of

military and B:dack and Tahs in our vicinity, séattered .-

|
|

f
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around as if meaning to attack. However, we hade our
escape from there without a shot being fired apd without
their being aware of our presence, retiring infthe

|
direction of Xughavoolavaun.: '

I think it'was on the night following the day of
his capture that D.I. Potter made his one and only attempt
to escape, In the dusk of the evening he mad? a sudden
dash away from the guard that was placed over him and, in
a flash, disappeared in the dusk. The whole bolumn was
spread out in search of him, and it took us &bout a hour
before we finally found him, a few fields awayt standing
with his back against a& bush. He had no idea!where he
was and could do nothing but wait until he'was}recaptured.
I am afraid the first of our lads who caught ub with him
may have handled him roughly, or spoken to hid:with more
forece than courtesy but, following this, he ga%e Lacey his
solemn assurance that he would never egain trﬁ to escape.
Notwithstanding this, however, the guard alwafs took
precautions to see that he did not, but from then on he

apparently resigned himself to remain-as our prlsoner and

never made any attempt to escape after that. |

|
During the time Potter was in our custody, we had

grown to like him and he, in turn, had developed a certain
respect for us. He was undoubtedly a gentlemanly sort of
fellow. It was evident that living amongsﬂ us, he had
developed a new and heightened view of the I. R A., while
hitherto he had looked upon the I.R.A. as composed of a lot
of hooligans, but now he realised that those ﬁepresented by
his captors were men of honest and sinecere pufposef The
mitual liking and respect that had grown up between us made

it very embarrassming to carry out his execution when this

~ became necessary, due to the refusal of Dublid Castle to
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release or reprieve Volunteer Trainor, who was executed in

Dublin, in exchange for him.

{

i
D.I. Potter was executed at a place called Cloneagh

in Co. Waterford. The whole Column was theré at the

time, but there were only five or six men picﬁed for the
firing party. Nobody wanted this job and, 1& fact, one

of the men on the firing party was so worked ﬁp about it
that he accidentally shot himself in the leg 1h the course
of the execution. I was perhaps somewhat to@gher in my
outlook at the time than most of them, but evéh I felt how
hard it was to execute a man whom we'respecte&‘and who had
lived with us for so long. A short time aﬁér this we were
waiting for a military party to come along whe;, from some
information Lacey had got, he remarked to Dow%ey, "There's
a D.I. in this party®™. Overhearing him, I cduld.ﬁot heip
1nterject1ng,.“1f thére's a D.I., we'd better ghoot him
when we get him and not be erying about him afterwards!“
Lacey took exception to my remark, which was ﬁerely' )
facetious, and I was penalised afterwards by bgiqg selected

for some tough assignments. :

|

The Column had a hotehkiss gun for SOmQ time and it
had been used at Glenbower. I believe it ca@e from
General Headquarteré in Dublin, but the men wﬁo were
assigned to use it knew very little about its ﬁechanismr
The men who carried it around and looked after:it were
ex British Army men, but they had no experience of
hotehkiss guns and 1t would take them the best part of a
day to dismantle and re-assemble it for clea%iﬁg and

[
suchlike. As a resu;t of this, the rest ofithe Column
}

had very 1ittle confidence in this gun. My brother,
Sedn Kennedy, who was in business in Xanturk and had

served with Sedn Moylan's Column in Cork, came, on a
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holiday - I think it was St. Patrick's Day, 1921 - to
Dunchill. We found that he had expért knowleége of the
hotchkiss gun as he was able to dismantle and }e-assemble
the gun in about ten minutes, ﬁhéreupon Lacey ?l&imed him
from the North Cork Column. Sedn returned toEKanxurk for
& short time to collect his belongings, and ab@ut the first
week of Aprii he joined the Tipperary ﬁo; 1 CQlumn. From
then on, we had an expert ﬁachine-gunner. andjthe Column
developed some confidence in this weapon. Séén
afterwards became the Divisional Machine-gunrdﬁficer when
the Division was formed. The only type of bélt we had
‘for the gun was the strips carrying seventeengrounds each
and, of course, our ampunition was very scarcé and bad at
that. We did not realise how bad it was until afterwards

when we found a lot of misfires.

|

Sedn Kennedy had had experience of dif#erent kinds
of terrain in the North Cork area, and I thinﬁ it was on
this account he was sent to select an ambush_éosition at
Barnagh on the main Clonmel-Cahir road. We ﬁad learned
that a daily patrol of two lorry-loads of Blaék and Tans
and R.I.C. passed along this road and it was intehded to
attack'ihgm with all the forces at our disposél. For
this purpose, the No. 2 Column was called on to assist us
in the operation. We occupied the position éedn had
selected for a matter of some four hours one aay. At
this stage it was evident .. that something hadghappened and
that the enemy were unlikely to appear, and SB we abandoned
the position. We heard afterwards one story!that the
enemy on their way from Clonmel had been warnéd of our
presence by a beggarman- passing the road, and:another
explanation given was that an accident had hdppened to one’

of the lorries, or it became badly punctured; or something,

1
t
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so that they had to return to Clonmel, but for%whaﬁever
reason, they did not turn up at any rate. Loéking at the
position in later years, I realise that it waéfnot so good
as we thought at the time. The fire of the Né. 2 Column

. ;
under Sean Hogan would have been directed in s?ch a way as
to. cause casualties amongst our men who were o¢cupying the

' |
low ground on the north of the road.

!

Shortly after this, we Were at brangan %hen a very
sad accident occurred. We were adjourned foriluﬁch'after
éome‘training which had gone on in the forenooﬁ, and Dinny
Saddleir and Jim Norris, two ex British Army mén, began
practising bayonet fighting, but it seems thatéone of the
rifles was loaded and it eﬁded with Norris shoéting
Saddleir dead. Norris was placed under arresﬂ after this
accident and sent to Brigade Headquarters. S#ddleir was
0/C of the 7th Battalion and was not attached ﬂo the
Column except when it was in his area, when he }emained with
it and took part in any of its activities. It?was the
custom when the Column moved into a particular battalion
area for the Battalion Commander of that area t% remain
with the Column until it left his area. It wa%hin Clooneen
near Drangan that Saddleir was shot. He was buried that
night in a home-made box in an adjacent gravgyard where his
remains lay until some time during the Truce pe%iod when
they were removed to his family burial ground. é An Inquiry
into the affair was held at Brigade HeadQuarteré which
cleared Norris of any intent to kill and found éhat the

shootiné was purely accidental, whereupon Norris was

returned to the Column. ' |

. The No., 1 Column was still together, intact, when
about the lst June, 1921, there was a big round-up in the

area by British forces. The British troops forTmed -~
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temporary posts at Ardmayle school énd other p;aces from
which they were beginning to comb the whole area, in
search of the Column I suppose. That occasi&n sticks
in my memory because we were in Clonoulty at tbe time
and we were attacked by bulls on the lands ofiP.J.-Maher.
We had great difficulty getting away from them witﬁout
having to shoot some of them, but we‘did not ﬁant to fire
any shots as we were then & mile or a mile an@ a half
from Ardmayle school where we knew the Brifisé military
were. We had some difficulty that time in efading
capture. The days'were so long that we could only move
about after nightfall and hope that our ppsition in the
daytime was sufficiently secure to avoid its ﬁeing |
located by the military search parties.  We did,

: i

however, evade the British forces successfullf on this

occasion.,

Shortly gfter this, it was decided to feduce the
strength of the Column by sending some of the;members to
form small Columns in their own Battalion are;s. In
this way we hoped to incpease the enemy's difficultj in
locating us by spreading the search over a wider area,

and it would be easier for these smaller Columns to

conceal themselves as well as to get food andfshelter.

It was about this time that we very narrowly
escaped another big round-up which took place‘in the
Ballypatrick area, near Kilcash. We had speﬁt two
nights in this place and, in the morning just:as we left,
the whole place was surrounded. ‘We were not?aware of
any impending attack when we were leaving. Howéver, we
got away. It was following this that the meﬁ from the
ith Battalion area, with Jim Kilmartin who was then the
Column 0.C., (Denis'Lacey was on the Brigade $taff) went

back to our own Battalion area where we carriéd on
|
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operations in perhaps a smaller way.

While we had other minor engagements at &homastown,
etc., the most important one that occurred afte; the
dispersal of the Brigade Column was on the 3rd July, 1921,
at Boherdotha. About a fortnight previously the Solohead
Company had held up a train between Limerick Junctlon and
Limerick, and had emptied off it a lot of goodsilisted as
contraband under the Belfast Boycott which was mhen in
force. " Orders had been 1ssued by G.H.Q. through the
Brigades to prevent the handling or tradlng of goods of-
certain Belfast firms as a counter to the pogrops which had
taken place there, and it was in carrying out tﬁis order
that the Solohead Company had held up the traint and had
thrown off a lot of stuff reported as Belfast gbods,
including brandy, whiskey, bass and chocclate. : The R.I.C.
and Black and Tans from the post at Oolaanearby%had come on

|
the scene after our men had left and made free use of the

‘liguor that was lying around, returning to theiﬁ'station in

a highly intoxicated state., When this wag repofted to

i
Kilmartin, he decided that it would be worth while trying
this again, but we would be waiting for the Black and Tan

party when it arrived.

On the morning of the 3rd July Jerry Fit%patrick and
Sedn Kennedy went to Limerick Junction and join%d the goods
train due to leave. They held up the engine d?iver about
two hundred yards on the south side of Boherdotha.bridge.
Very little goods were taken off the train - just
sufficient to attract the R.I;C. and Tans out f%om Oola
when the hold-up was reported to then. Having;allowed theA
train to proceed, we adjourned to the_neighbouring houses
for breakfast, and afterwards took up positions in the
vieinity of the bridge to await the expected approach of

the Black and Tans along the railway line.
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_.One man was left on the bridge to obser%e the
approach:of the enemy and give us the warning.: In due
course he reported the approach of ten or-twelﬁe R.I.C.
snd Tans coming along the railway line towards us from
Oola direction, and later he reported that some of the
Tans were getting up on the bridge. This me@nt that the
section of our men, of which I was one, in Mullaghney's
boreen would be under enemy observation. We ﬂad to
retreat from there so as not to give away our @mbush
position %00 soon. We retired to a position éround a
bend in the boreen where we would not be observed from the
top of the bridge. The Tans eventually went down off the
bridge and proceeded along up the line to wherg the train
had been held up and where Kilmartin and the other men

were walting for then.

When Kilhartin and his men opened fire, %e had to
doub1e>back to get to our position on the bridée. Actually.
we had as far to run to get to the bridge from where we
were, as the R.I.C. had to get to the bridge fr@m where they
were, and the result was that, by-the time we got on to the
bridge, the enemy were actually passing under i%k Three
or four of us, including Denis Ryan and myself,. rushed %o
the parapet just as the last Tan was going undef it, and
we fired straight down at him. It was as easygfrom that
position to hit him with a stone as with a shotgfrom a
rifle, but- we only succeeded in shooting him in the hegl,
which took the boot off him as well as wounding his heel,
and he remained there as a casualty, but the others ran on.
&he others had got about forty or fifty yards béyond the
bridge on the othef side when the Sergeant in charge .
ordered them to take cover and return the fire. They got

into the long grass along the railway and concentrated
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their fire on the bridge, so that we had difficulty in
finding & suitable place from which to fire at them.

Of the squad of men on the bridge, onlygtwo of us
could find suitable places from. which we could fire on
the enemy on the railway. One was e narrow piece of wall
of about four feet and then an open fence witﬁ only
bushes on it, no bank or anything to give fire cover.

The exchange of fire, therefore, was confined;to Bill
Allen and myself, Bill could fire from his ieft hand,
but he could not'get into a left-handed positﬂon because
I was in his way, and I could not, with reasonable safety,
cross.to the other side of the bridge, as the;enemy fire
covered the whole of the top of the bridge and they were
‘keeping it up pretty regularly. ﬂowever, we!Shot two of
them dead, including the Sergeant in charge —fSergeant
Johnston.- Both Allen and myself claimed to have shot
the Sergeant as apparently both of us had fired at him.
During this ‘exchange of fire, both Allen and myself as
we re-loaded, had to rise up in full view of Qhe enemy

in order to fire, while the enemy fire was spiintering.the
stones around us. :

l

After a while, I found that my rifle ﬁés not

functioning. Seventeen consecutive rounds, which I had
loaded, misfired'although each time I had pul%ed back the
striker and tried a second time to fire with each round.
I did not know at this time whether it was the rifle or
the ammunition was at fault. I asked Allen ﬁo give me
some of his ammanition, but he said he had noﬂe to spare.
I ran back off the bridge towards where our oﬁher’fellows
were and asked 1f any of them could gilve me some
ammunition, but they only laughed at me and no one could
offer me a round. As I was going off the bridge, 1 met
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Kilmartin who shouted out an order to evefyonej "Fill your
magazines!®. I remarked to him that I had nothing to fill
my gun with, but he took no notice of me. Heithen
shouted in a loud voice, "Surround them, lads!@. This
apparently was for the purpose.of intimidating@the R.I.C.
and seemingly was successful, because the lattér Jjumped
from their positions and fled back along the line,
prdviding an easy target for our men on the br;dge. They
fled along the line in the direction of Oola, which was
apout three-quarters of a mile away,‘stumbling,Lfalling and
getting up but, on the whole, seemingly avoidiﬂg the fire

that was directed after them.

It was considered undesirable to pursue @he fleeing
enemy as some of them had gained and taken up pbsitions on
the main road bridge, and if we attempted to ad%ance on
them, we were liable to be trapped by any reinforcements
coming along the main road. At any rate, two of the R.I.C.
were killed, including the Sergeant, and one atileast was
wounded - the Black and Tan whose heel we had shot off.

In addition to their arms, I believe we picked up others

which were thrown away by the Tans who fled.

No reprisal was attempfed after this attack, although
we expected that there might be, but I expect i£ was because
of the imminence of the Truce, which occurred about eight
days later, and I supposé the enemy posts had been warned
not to carry out reprisals at this time. Later that
evening, however, aeroplanes were observed overithe'area,
apparently searching—for some trace of the I.R.A.-who'had

|

carried out this attack, but we escaped their observation.

We were back in the direetion of Dunohill at this time.

On the Sunday before the Truce - that WOﬁld be 10th

July - we had gdt orders for the dismantling and ’
i
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destruction of all telephone and telegraph comﬁnnications
in the area, and Kilﬁartin, Jim Doherty, Sedn Kennedy and
myself were in Lattan where‘we were dismantliné the
telephone installed on a licensed premises, whgn suddenly
a couple of lqrry-loads of R.I.C. and Tans camé along.
It was most unusual for them to pass this premises, which
was also a post office, without ealling in for .refreshments
and we expected that we would have to fight ouf way oﬁt,
‘but on this occasion the& passed without stopping. Again
I presume that they had got warning of the Tru&e which was
i

to come into operation the following day.
) - d

On the morning of the 11th July, the geﬁeral order
that was issued-to all I.R.A. units was carrie& out in
every Company area. This order was to the effect that
intensé activity wbuld be shown everywhere, . séch as,
sniping enemy poéts, or any such operation thag would
indicate the presence of the I.R.A., up to twelve noon on
that day when the Truce would come into dperatﬂon. So
from daylight until twelve noon on the llth Juiy, every
Volunteer who had.a gun sought for means to usg it, and
the Truce came with intense I.R.A. activity over the area.
I understood at the time that this order came from General
Headguarters in Dublin and was issued to us byrthe Brigade
Headquarters, but I don't know anything about ft except
what I have stated. During that morning, though a lot of
shooting at enemy posts took place, it was notfa serious
affair, as a lot of the-shooting was done at l&ng range

and the enemy remained strictly indoors.

There were numerous incidents which I have not
included in my story, and one of these occurs to me now.
‘It was while I was with the Column and we were 'in the

vicinity of Solohead. Jerry Fitzpatrick and I went
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into Limerick Junction Station on a sort of a |
reconnaissance mission as ws both knew every ineh of the
place. It had been reported to us that therelwas a Black
and Tan on the premises of the station and, when we
arrived, we were told he was on the Limériok tfain. We
began to search the train but, as this Black and Tan was
in civ1lian clothes, we did not identify him. Apparently
he managed to conceal himself from the local Volunteers,
who were with us to identify him, by drawing the blinds

of something like that, so that we passed him by.
o
I am not sure whether 1t was on'this, or some other
occasion that we attacked two military policemen on the
station at Limerick Junction, but I am inclined to think
it was a separate occasion. These two military
!

policemen were constantly in attendance on theiplatform,

I subpose for the purpose of seeing that militsry personnel

- passing through conducted themselves :properly.’' On that
|

occasion I was acting as a protection for BilliAllen and
Sedn Downey who went on to the station platform and fired
at the two military policemen. The policemen Jumped down
between the carriages. Allen and Downey, hea;ing a lot
of shouting in one of the carriages; nhich in faot came fron
a_lot.of schoolboys returning off holidays or something |
like that, thought this was a military party and cleared
of f without pursuing the miiitary policomen further. At
this stage I came on the platform with a handksnchief
across my face to nrevent identification. Ono of the
military policemen had been wounded had gone.into the
stationmaster's office. I tried to get in af%er him, but
the door was lodked and I would not be admitted}

Another incident, which occurred about &hé time
i b
Dinny Saddleir was shot, was the arrest, trial and
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execution of & spy, named Boyle. I think he was a planter,

iand-gr&bber, a man whorhad taken over an evicﬁion farm or

something like that, in the Drangan area. Hefwas

suspected of acting as an enemy spy or tout, apd proof

having been obtained against him, he-was arresﬁed and tried.

His sentence was sent to Brigade Headquarters for

confirmation, and this came ﬁack with an orderldetailing

the four men who were to carry outrthe exéctti&n. My

name was amongst the four. This was, I belie%e. because of

ﬁy facetious remark to.Lacey about D.I. Potter4 Boyle was

shot at Killousty, and his body was labelled as a spy and

left there. I was not present at the courtmartial, so I

do not know what evidence was produced against him. I was

merely detailed'as one of the execution party aid carried

out my orders.
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