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Statement by Mr., Ernest Blythe,

50, Kenilworth Sqguare, Rathmines, Dublin

and

Manacing Director Abbey Theatre Company.

I had always wanted to learn Irish. T came to
Dublin as & Boy Clerk in the Department of Agriculture in
March, 1905, 2 week or two before i was sixteen. Within
about an hour of coming to town I heard threc people
speaking Irish outside the Gaelic ﬂeague book-shop,
which occubied the building where Mackey's seed shop now
is. Having stood looking at the boeks in the window and
listening to the Irish-speaking group as long as they
talked, I went in and bought the first book of 0O!'Growney's
Eaéy Lessons, which I began studying that night in the
Queen's Theatre during the intervals of a melodrama called

"The Lights of London", the first play T had ever seen.

For several months I was afraid to join the Gaelic
League because I believed that if it were discoversd that
I was a Protestant I should be put out. On the other hand
I began to feel myself bogged for want of a teacher.
Ultimately when Dr. Douglas Hyde was setting out for
America in the November of that year, énd when a deﬁonstratim
took place in O'Connell Street, I plucked ﬁp my courage
and joined the: Central Branch. My first teacher was
Sinéad Ni Fhlannagiin, now Mrs. de Valera. Another
teacher was Prionnsias Liac Ionnraich.

4
After I had been four or five months in the. Branch

carefuily keeping myself to myself, I began to talk to a
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class-mate, Geérge Irvine, and he told me about Griffith's
paper, "United Ireland". I had bought and read about |
three cépies before puﬁlication ceaséd as a result of a
law action. I became converted to Sinn F&in on the

-

night I sat up reading my first copy of the"United Irishmant.

- -

Shoftly afterwards I joined the Central Branch
hurling club and in it became friendly with Se@n 0'Casey,
the future dramatist. After we had known one another for
some months, both of us being very bad hurlers and never
getting on the team but practising zealously ip the
Phoenix Park every Saturday and going together to see the
matches in which the club team played, Sefin began to talk
to me about the Fenians. One Saturday evening, coming
home on the tram from the Phoenix Park, he said to me that
it was a great pity that the Fenian organisation had not-
survived. I agreed, When we came to the end of
Blessington St. he asked me to leave‘thé tram as he wanted
to tallk to mé. We walked up Bardwicke Street, and he
proéeeded to inform me that the Fenian organisation was.
still alive and was again recruiting young men. He
asked me if I would join. Havihg read something about the
Invincibles, I told him that I did not favour assassination
and would have nothing to do with an organisation which
countenanced it. - Sefin said that the' Fenians were
completely against assassinatioh, and that their policy
was to prepare to make open war on England. I thereupon
told him that I should give him my answer the following
week. Within a couple of days, however, I had made up my
mind to join. When I told Seén I was willing, he said

that, as I was a stranger to Dublin and unknown to the
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people with authority in the organisation, I should be

kept under observation for some months. I discovered
afterwards that Sein had spoken to me in a moment of

impulse without having got authority, and that the so-called
period of observation was the period during which he was

endeavouring to get authority to speak to me.

After a delay of several months Se&n finally told
me that I might now be sworn in. I met him in O'Connell .
Street and was taken to a house on the Wgstern side of
Parnell Square.. A number of people were going up the
stairs. I was introduced to Michefl Mac Amhlaidh and
taken by him into a back room, where he administered the
Oath to me, Afterwards I went with Seln into the front
room while Miche&l Mac Amhlaidh was swearing in some
other new recruits. The front room was packed, I should
say there were oﬁer a hundred people in it. When, at
one point in the proceedings, new members were asked to
stand up and let themselves be seen by the meeting, four

or five of us rose.

Recruiting was going on very actively at the time.
Within a few months, in fact, that particular Circle whose
name in the world was the Bartholomew Teeling Literary

and Debating Society, split into three..

Amongst those Who were members of the Circle when
I joined were Sefn T. 0'Kelly, George Nicholls, afterwards
of Galway,'Thomas Cuffe, who was a great friend of Arthur
Griffith, Cathal Brugha and quite & number of people who
were prominent in the Gaelic League, Louis Carriclk,

Proinnsias 0 Ceallaigh, Donnchadha O hEilighthe (saddler)

Proinnsias 0 Ceallachfin and Con Collins.
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I was just eighteen when I joined the I.R.B., and
nothing much happened during the two further years I was
in Dublin. The main activity was simply recruiting. The
most outstanding thing I remember was a kind of mass
meeting held in the Clontarf Town Hall. Several members
of the organisation apparently had had conscientious
scruples and had mentioned the fact of their membership
in Confession, with the result that the priests had told
them they must get'out. Consequently a number of members
were lost. The authorities of the organisation in

Dublin thought of a way to stop the rot.

When suddenly one Sunday afterncon I was mobilised
for the meeting in the Clontarf Town Hall that night,
T was told that it was to hear a statement by a priest who
was himself é.member of the organisation. I saw a lot
of people ih fhe Hall whom I was astonished to learn Wére
members., For example, Jack Shouldice who was. over me
in the Department of Agriculture and whom I had never
suspected of being in the I.R.B.' -The priest was &
Father 0'Sullivan, (a'brother I heard afterwards of Diarmuid
® Duibhne) who was on the Mission in America. He was a
ﬁember I gathered afterwards of Clan na Gael and not
exactly & member of theAI.R.B. T looked forward with
some Interest to hearing why he felt that the I.R.B. aid
not come under the classification of a condemned secret
society. He diﬁ not touch on the point at all, but
merely said he was é member, that he had no conscientious
troubles, and proceeded to make a patriotic speech.
The meeting, however, was quite effective, because we

heard nothing more of members leaving for: some time.
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My éervice in the Department of Agriculture would
have ended when I reached twenty years of age, Ag the
critical Qate approached I had begun to try to get a joB ‘
as. a reporter on some newspaper and was finally engaged
by the proprietor of the "North Down Herald" of Bangor
about a month before I was twenty. I was:ﬁold to
contact Denis McCullough when I went North and he was
informed that I was going to the Belfast nelghbourhood.

I then became a member of the Belfast Circle, which was
very small, about fifteen members or so, and met in the
workshop at the back of Denis;McCulloﬁgh's prenmises.

At one period I was elected Centre of that Circle, whicn
waé'the only office I ever held in the I.R.B. In
addition to Denis McCullough Bulmer Hobson was the other
leading member of the Circle. I introduced Sebn Lester,
who afterwards became Secretary of the League of Nations,.
into it. He brought in A1f Cottoh, who was at one

period a Volunteer organiser in Kerry. Cathal 0'Shannon
was another member. Archie Heron became a member later.
Another member of the Circle was Dan Turley, who was shot
as a spy by the I.R.A. about 1922 or 1923. He was

Quite a good fellow when I knew him. Still another member
of the Circle was Harry Shiels who, curiously enough, was
one of the guards who held Bulmer Hobson when he was
arrested just prior to 1916. Harry Shiels was in the
Rising in the Church St. area and got a bullet wound in the
elbow, which caused him %o lose his arm. Still another
member of the Belfast Circle was Frank Wilson in whose

house Sefn McDermott had lodged..

The I.R.B. in Belfast was concerned mainly with

recruiting, which proceeded slowly enough. We also had a



small arms fund, in imitation of the rifle fund which had
been started by the I.R.B. in Dublin shortly after I left.
As our membership was so small, however, and collections
proceeded slowly we bought only automatic pistols.

I think.during my time that we did not suceceed in raising
the money for more than five or six of them, which were

distributed amongst the members by lot.

Our outward activity was running the Dungannbn Club.
When I arrived in Belfast the Dungannon Club was in a state
of suspended animation, and the only thing ﬁe could do for
a period was tc meet weekly in Denis McCullougﬂ's workshop,
sitting on benches and on dismentled pianos, and ﬁaying a
shilling each towards liquidating the debt. When we got
the Clubt cleared we began public activities. We got
~ rooms in Smithfield, held Irish classes, dances and
weekly lectures for a period, but we were again financially

disabled by defalcations by two of our officers.

The Dungannon Club helped the Fiamna also, of wnich
there were two Sluaighte in Belfast, an ordinary Sluagh
and the only girls‘-Sluagh‘in Ireland. The girls! Sluagh
was a terrible thorn in the side of -the boyé because its
existence caused them to be nick-named "The Betsy Grays"
up and down the Falls Road; but they wére never able t6

get it abolished.

The principal fuﬁction that. I remember being
organised by us was & lecture by Major MacBride ﬁhich was
vefy well attende@ and got a good deal of publicity.
Actually circumstances af that fime in Belfast ﬁere such
that it was not possible to do much against the influence
of Joe Devlin and the Hibernién$ on one side and the Crange

mob on the other.



After some time I was asked by Denis McCullough and
Bulmer Hobson to resign.from being Centre of the Belfast
Circle. They explained to me that it was to enable
McCullough to be elected to a higher office. I believe
thet Denis McCullough, who was in touch with the surviving
remains of the old I.R.B. through the North, was
ultimately elected Ulster Representative, and that either
he or Pat McCartan, I think the latter, was President
of the I.R.B. at the time of the Rising. However, I

neard only faint rumours of what went on in higher circles,

Early in 1913 I carried out & plan which had been
in my mind for a year or so. I resigned from the paper
in which I was working and set off for the Kerry
Gaeltacht to try to get a job as a farm labourer, so that
T could make some better progress with my study of Irish.
On my way to Kerry I stayed a couple of nights in town
with Bulmer Hobson and met Seé&n McDermott. I went from
Dublin to Killarney, where I stayed a night with the
Seabhac, and hé gave me some letters of introduction to

people in Dingle, Ventry and Dunquin.

On my first morning in Dingle I was halled by & man
with an English accent who had heard about me from Mrs,
O'Shea (Eilts de Barra), on whom the Seabhac had advised
me to call. The man was Desmond Fitzgerald, who had
come to live at Ballintaggart, & mile outside Dingle,
only three or four days before. I found that Mrs.'
Fitzgerald came from Donaghadee, where, as & reporter at
Petty Sessions, I had often met her father who was an
exceedingly cranky megistrate., I was with the Fitzgeralds
practically every Sunday during the period I reﬁained in

Kerry.
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With the Seabhac's letters of introduction I cycled
round the country West 5f Dingle trying to get a job as a
farm labourer, but, not unnaturally, I was received with
politeness but no enthusiasm. People obviously thought

I was a queer hird.

Wher. I was beéinning to wonder would T have to go
back to newspaper work without much further delay, I got a
letter from Sefn McDermott telling me that he had been
speaking to Tom Ashe, whom I did not\know. He said that
Tom had told him that hies younger brother, Gregory, had
gone to America just a couple of weeks before, and had
left the family rather short-handed. He added that Tom
had written to his brother John, who was in charge of the
farm, telling him that I would probably be out to see him,
I was much relieved to get the letter. I-went out at
once to Kinnard, which is about four miles Eést of Dingle.
I saw the Ashes and arranged to come out there to work the

following day.,

Although T weas brought up on a farm, I had not done
any manual WOrk for some years and found it exceedingly |
hard at first. Not only did my hands blister and give me
troubie, but I was so sleepy at night that when I sat

listening to peaple speaking Irish I could not keep awake.

Almost immediately I saw that, in a district like
that, where Irish was beginning to disappear and where it
was little spoken by the young people, if I spoke English
at all the people would rnot belbbthered listening to me
trying to stammer along in Irish. Consegquently on my
first evening in Kinnard I decided that in no circumstances

would I speak any English there. For the first few months



my resolution was hard to keep. I often had to wait

three or four weeks before I got the Irish to say sqmething
I wanted to say, but I began rather guickly to understand
what was said to me. I kept my resolution so well that
Mairgbtd Ashe, a cousin of Tom Ashe, now Mrs. Geary of
Limerick, meeting me in 1922 in Dublin said to me that

that was the first time she had ever heard me speak English.

I went to the Ashes in April, 1913. At Christmas
1913 I went home to Belfast for about three weeks. During
that time I spoke in the Dungannon Club, and on my way

back T spent about a fortnight in Dublin.

During the time I was in Dublin I went to several
Volunteer drills and learned at any rate the mystery of

forming fours.

When I got back to Kerry I found that although
Volunteer Companies were being formed throughout' the
country it was hard to get much done in the Dingle

neighbourhood.

-Meantime the Partition issue becamne vefy much

" alive and in March I was written to by Seén McDermott and
asked to go up to Belfast to work on an antl-partition
campaign which was to be started there. Whatever funds
were needed were provided by the I.R.B. Denis McCullough
wWas in charge and I was supposed to write and speak and

organise generally.

We decided at once to have anti-partition meetings
on the Falls Road. A Jot of people said that we should
be stoned by Joe Devlin's supporters, and that much more
harm:than good would resulﬁ. Joe Connolly was so strongly

of this opinion that he refused to participate in our work.



We were ourselves considerably impressed by the arguments.
Howe#er, as the I.R.B. authorities had decided that the
campaign was to start, we grranged to'go ahead. fle got
a coal-lorry from a friendly owner, had it drawn out into
a suitable side street off the main road and started our
firsﬁ meeting, having put up placards a day or two in

advance,.

A very big crowd came to listen to us. We
attacked Partition strongly without saying anything

against Joe Devlin, and got a very good reception.

We held a number of similar meetings and had no
trouble anywhere. We got a Labour man called, I think,
Campbell to 5peak with us ét one meeting, but apart from
him the meetings were addressed by Denis McCulloﬁgh,
myself, Archie Heron, a cousin of Archie's called Ralph
Bullick, and two or three young members of the Dungannon

Club.

We sent out roneographed circulars against
Partition to all the-Nationalist paperé in the North,
and succeeded in getting a little publicity, naming
ourselves, I think, the Anti-Partition Association.
However, it was clear after a couple of months that we
could not alter the general complexion of political affairs
in Belfaét, and that there was nothing more to be done at
that juncture. .I then Qent back to Kerry.  Meantime
T had been at some drills run by the Fianna and by the

Volunteers. .

When I arrived in Kerry the Volunteers had got going

in Dingle, with Desmond Fitzgerald on the committee.
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He succeeded in forming & Company at Ventry, and Paddy
Devane and some others came from Dingle to Lispole and
started a Company there. I joined, and for several
Sundays we drilled outside.the church after Mass, our drill
instructor being an’ex-militia man whose knowledge was
rudimentary. When we had been forming fours and so on
for about two or three Sundays he got confused on one
occasion and gave some wrong orders, so that the girls
of the parish, who were standing on & bank opposite us
watching the proceedings, were shrieking with laughter.
I was smitten with a sudden rage, and did what a local
man could not have done. I left my place in the ranks,
ordered the militia-man to step into the vacant space,
and proceeded to carry on the drill.  From that moment,
without further formality, I was Caﬁtain of the Lispole

Company .

A little time after the shooting of the Austrian
Archduke and when it had been apparent that war had becone
likely, Paddy Devane came out from Dingle to Kinard on a
motor bicycle to say that the 0 Rathaille was at his
bungalow in Ventry and wanted to see me urgently. I left
the hayfield, put on my Sunday suit and cycled over to ‘
Ventry where I stayed the night with the Fitzgeralds,
coming over to the 0 Rathaille in the'morning, After
greeting me he took'out a wad of notes, laid it on the
table, told me that he had come from Dublin specially
to see me, that war would start in a day or two and that
he wanted me to go instantly to Germany via Denmark to
represent to the German Governmenf that I spoke on behalf
of the leading members of the Yolunteer Executive and tc

ask for arms for the Volunteers and for the formulation of
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a plan for joint action. Pointing to the notes on the
table the 0 Rathaille said there was no time to be lost
as travel hight at any moment become difficult if not
impossible, consequently he had brought the money for my
travelling expenses with him.  Now T xnew that O Rathaille
was not in the I.R.B. and would not be aware whaf that
organisition was arranging. I felt sure that the matter
of contact with Germeny was being attended to, and T also
realised that I could not undertake a mission of the kind
suggested without the consent and direction .of the I.ﬁ.B.
I told O Rathaille fhere wefe people in Dublin whom 1
would héve to consult before I could go to Germany and
that, therefore, I could not set off instantly; He was
both disappointed and angry and, as I heard afterwards,

formed the opinion that I was frightened.

For some weeks after I nad made myself Captain
of the Lispole Company about seventy to ninety men generally
fell-in on a Sunday when 1 blew the whistle after Mass.
The shootlng at Bachelors Walk after the landing of the
Howth guns produced an immediate reaction among the old
people, ‘ Mothers and fathers urged their sons not to have
anything to QO with a movement which looked more like
being dangerous than it had heretofore appeared. Talk
went round of evietions and house~burnings, and of how
mobs of police had carried out a coercion campaign.
The following Sunday when I blew the whistle not more than

forty men took their places in the ranks. After a short

while, however, the numbers began to grow slowly again.

At the end of about a month there came a Sunday

on which, for varicus reasons, it had been decided to have
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no parade. About the time Mass commenced I was in
Ashes' house writing. Paddy Devane came out from Dingle
on a motor-bicycle and told me that the Cahircilveen
Volunteers were coming over by boat to Dingle, and he
asked me to bring the Lispole men into Dingle to increase
the size of the local parade which would meet them.

I had barely time to put on a collar and get down on my
bigycle ;o Lispole church. &s I arrived, people were
already coming out from #ass. I threw my bicycle into a
hquse opposite the chapel and blew my whistle, Some of
the Volunteers had already gone off in the direction of
Annascaul. However, I got most of them, and, although
they were astonished at being called to fall-in when a
contrary arrangement had been made, they took their places

in the ranks.

I was afraid that a lot of them might not want to
go to Dingle, as they would have no money in their pockets
and would be in difficulties about getting a meal, so I
proceeded with the usual elementary drill and then
marched them along the road in the direction of Dingle.
When they had gone some distance I noticed & tendency to
murmur, so I kept shouting that there must be no talk
while they were marching to attention. When we had gone
about a mile on the way I fell-out the men, told them the
facts, and urged them to come to Dingle. Only about twe
sald they must go home; the-remainder fell~in again and

we marched the four miles to Dingle.

The boats were already at the Quay and the Iveragh
men were coming asﬁore wpnen we arrived. I had no time

to speak to anybody until the parade through the town
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began. When we arrived at the Mall all the Volunteers
were formed up, and, for some reason which I never
fathomed, Jackie 0O'Sullivan, a'young publican in the town,
came to me and asked me to say a few words of welcome to
the Iveragh men.l I had norexperience of open-air
speaking at the time, and I had no opportunity to

collect my thoughts. As I climbed up on & heap of stones
to address the crowd, Sean Og, known as "8eén a Chdta", &
brother of Kurger Kavanagh of Dunquin,'aéked me what I was
going to say. I said, "I don't know", but I was conscious
thet a great opportunity.had been offered to me and that
my knees were shaking with excitement. The next moment

I heard myself saying that if the Germans came as enemies
we would do our best to resist them, but that 1f they came
to help us to throw off the English yoke we would flock

to their standards. " After a few other.remarks, I called
on the All-Merciful God to crown the German Fagles with
victory. T noticed that the R.I.C;/igge present were
looking as black as thunder, and I thought that they would

move forward to arrest me.

Desmond Fitzgerald was in the parade with about
fifty or sixty men from Ventry, and at the end of my first
sentence he led them in a cheer, That was taken up by
other groups, and I was four or five times cheered by the

whole crowd.

When T got do#n off the heap of stones, some of the
police took a step or two towards me, then there was some
consultation among themselves and they made no further

move.

The substance of my speech got considerable publicity,
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and I believe that it was it which caused Sefn McDermott,
a few weeks later, to send,for me to take up the post of

organiser for the I.R.B.

After this meeting, Desmend Fitzgerald, Seén Og and
I held several meetings throughout the area, at which we
spoke in the strongest terms,in favour of & German-Irish

alliance.

At the end of about three weeks or so, a big
perade of Volunteers was arranged to take place at a
sports meeting to be held at Annascaul. Just before that,
Sefn McDermott wrote me eand asked me to meet Austin
Stack at Lispole station where he would be on his way to
Dingle on some court business. I met Stack as requested,
and he asked me to swear into the I.R.B. some men whom
I could trust, and get a Circle going either in Lispcle or
in Dingle. I swore in a loeal man called Griffin, who

was living on the other side of the valley from Kinnard.

Just before the Annascaul meeting I decided to
swear in Desmond Fitzgerald. I went into Dingle the
night before and spoke to Alf Cotton, who was instructor
for the Volunteers in Tralee and had come with a man
called lullens to Dingle to see .the Volunteers there.

He had been a member of the Circle with me in Belfast, and
he approved of swearing in Desmond, whom we asked to try

to get men in Ventry.

We went out by train with the Dingle Volunteers
next morning as far as Lispole. We then leff the train.
Ny men in Lispole were assembled at the station, and we

marched on to Annascaul, Without "by your leave® fron
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the sports committee we held a meeting in the field and
administered the United Irishmen's Cath to aill in the
crowd who were willing to put up their hands and take it.

- 2, - * s ~
Sein 0Og made a very good speech in Irish.

I got home at about twelve o'clock that night, and
as I had only had a bun and a sandwich since the previous
evening I never felt as tired as I did climbing the hiil

to Kinnard.

The mérning post brought a letter from Sebn
McDermott asking me to go immediately to Dublin. I
obeyed the instructions, wiring Desmond Fitzgerald from

Tralee..

When I got to Dublin Sefn told me that he wanted
me to go Worth, taking the Counties Antrim, Derry,
Donegzl and Tyrone, to contact the old I.R.B. there and
to try and work up recruitment and to form new Circles.
It was judged at that time impossible to do anything with
the Volunteers because of the split caused by Redmond.
Actually that view was correct.. The Belfast Velunteers
during the three or four months that I had been in Kerry
from the time we had held the anti-partition meetings,
had fallen away almost to nothing, and further defections
were occurring every day. In fact Denis McCullough said
to me that the position was that practically nobody in
Belfast would remain in the Irish Volunteers now unless
he held officer rank. He said he foresaw the time ﬁhen
they would have to advertise in the newspapers for a good
steady private who would not look for promotion. Clearly
any work that could be done at that time, say about

Ocﬁober, in the North would have to be done underground



and with very small numbers..

I was instructed by Sefn McDermott to work under
the general direction of Denis McCullough, who was the
Ulster Representative on the Supreme Council. MeCullough
gave me odd names of men all over the place whom he knew
to be or to have been active in the I.R.B. I tried first
round the Aughagallon area on the shores cf Lough Neagh,
close to where I was: brought up. Of course, my name was
not a recommendation_there, as an uncle of mine, who was
known to have been a Unionist, had lived near the place,
and I saw that I wassnot'fully accepted by the fwo or three

people wno represented the cld I.R.B.

I then went to Toomebridge. One of the first
people on whom I'wag requested to call was.Mick Lénnon,
a half-brother of Robert Johnson the father of Eithne
Carbery, the poetess. Mick Lennon was about eighty years
of age at the time, and was living in a small wayside
public-house. When I went to see him there was nobody
else in the house. He greeted me in a very friendly way,
and proceeded to give me all the information he could about
the members of the I.R.B, in the locality. While we were
talking we heard drums in the disténce, Not knowing'the
area I thought they were Orange drums.  Mick Lennon told
me , howevér, that ﬁhey were Hibernians_and that they would
be passing by his house. He thereupon put up the shutters
and put out the lights, saying that he did not want to
serve "thém fellésm. The drums stopped outside the door
and thirsty men knécked, but both Mick Lennon and-I sat
gquietly in the kitchen until they Weﬁt away. He was in the

original Fenian movement, and told me of a meeting in the

it
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Toonebridge neighbourhood attended by James Stephens.
Wnile the meeting was in progress a sergeant of the R.I.C.
stepped in. Stephens drew a pistol, thinking it was a

raid. The sergeant, however, was a member of the

organisation and had been delayed in putting in an apprearance

I went to see two or three of the people whose
names Mick Lennon gave me, and I formed a rather poor
opinion of the remains of the I.R.B. There were only
one or two senior members in the neighbourhood, and,
while they were very good fellows, I saw that all they
were doing was maintaining a tradition, and that it would
never he possible to get them to make much of a public
move. Apparently what had heppened in that area and in
ad joining areas across the river in County Derry ever since
the Fenian time, was that all the young fellows who had a
National outlook were sworn into the I,R.B. when they grew
up, and that all of them, or prgctically all of them, left
it when they got married.. The only thing that the I.R.B.
4id there was to keep alive a feeling of dislike and
distrust of the Hibernians and of the Parliamentary
movement, and to cause a few yoﬁng people to read "Sinn

Féin" or "Irish Freedom".

Outside Toomebridge on the Derry side I found some
rather better people. There was High Gribbin and his
brother Charlie Gribbin. There was also a very live
young lad in the village of Ballymacpeake. There was
Hugh McGurk in Guladuff. The only part of County Antrim
where there were I,R.B. was the Toomebridge area. It was
a little more widespread in South Derry, but almost the

same sort of people were in it. However, there was already,
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as a result of the war, a certain tendency to avail of the

change in public opinion and to take in new members.

In the Magherafelt area I met Louis Smith, who had
~been prominent in the Land League and in the National
League. He was then a very old man. He introduced me,
however, to a young relative called Larkin, whom 1 swore
into the I.R.B., and who, I think, was executed during the

Civil War.

I worked for some time around the Maghefafelt—maghera
area and got in touch with not only the older members of the
I.R.B. but a few younger men who promised to‘try and

build it up.

In Derry city there was actually a Company of
Irish Volunteers, and I addressed them in their hall,
but- they, like the Belfast Volunteers, were actually still
getting weakér; members .were deserting and going over to

the Wational Volunteers, or joining the British Army..

In Strabane there were two or three friendly
people who were inclined to make some move, but thought it

premature.

In Donegal I found nothing along the northern part
of the County. There was a station-master, Dan Kelly, in
Casﬁelnagore who had his rifle and who was & member of the
I.R.B., but he was a Defry man and could do nothing locally.
Between Cashelnagore and Gortahork there lived a Gaelic
League organiser called Hugh Duffy who was a Sinn Féiner,
but he said that nothing could be done at the time. I
went on to Gweedore; where I had the names of a couple of

cld I.R.B. men, but the only advice they gave me was {o
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gzet out by the first train next morning. I found it
impossible to do anything at all in that area, and left
after about a week. T got quite a friendly reception

at Creeslough from a man called MeBride who had once -
been defended by Pédraig Pearse many years before when he
was prosecuted for having his name in Irish on his cart.

I went to his house and talked with himself, his brother
and some neighbours who had a good enough National outlook,
but they could not get anything done at that time.
Hibernianism was rampant and practically all the people

were following the old Irish Party.

I walked one day from Creeslough to Gien, and there
met a.shop—keeber named McFadden, who had been rec&mmended
to me by McBride. McFadden was very nationally minded,
but told me that the whole opinion of the place was such

that nothing could ke done.

It was while I was in Creeslough that the police,
who had been looking for me since I left Kerry, caught up
with me. As I passed the_barracks in Creeslough the
sergeant came out with a constable and asked me my name
and other particulars. From that time onwards I was

seldom free of a police trailer.

After leaving North Doregal I went down to the
Stranorlar-Ballybofey area and met a Singer's Sewing
Machine agent called Cassidy, who knew a,big number of
people. He introduced me to various individuals who wWere
willing to join the I.R.B. I swore tﬂem in ard left the
nucleus of two or three small Circles. Amongst the

people whom I remember were a publican in Ballybofey



20.

called Broadbent, who I do not think was very active
afterwards, a blacksmith called Johnny McShane in Raphoe,
and the sexton of the Cathedral in Letterkenny, whose name

has escaped me.

Going to South Donegal I met the representatives
cf the old moribund Fenian Circles in Donegal town, in
Inver and in Mountcharles area. It was nearly as bad as
the North of the County, and, although I got agreement to
have one or two young men sworn into the Cifcles,'the‘
impression left on me was that nothing would happen in
Donegal for some tine, I visited some small meetings in
Tyrone, & few miles out from Strabane, inecluding one at
Sion Mills, but it was the same story everywhere. ~ Those
who "followed lMacNeill", as the saying was, were in a
hopeless minority, and the followers of Redmond were
everywhere on top. However, even within the comparatively
short period during which I travelled over from Toomebridge
through Derry, Horth, Mid and South Donegal, some change
began to take place. I got a letter from Hugh McGurk
sayingz that he wanted me to address a meeting at Gulladuff.
He apparently had been active, had raked up all the past
members of the-I.R.B., and had got some new members in,

and was prep&red to go ahead.

We held the meeting in the dead of night in the
middle of a bog. There seemed to me to be fdnty or fifty
nresent, and we a2ctually discussed the poséibilities of
coming out in the open with the formation.of a Volunteer

Company .

Before I went East to Gulladuff I had, in
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conjunction with Denls McCullough, arranged a public
pro~-Sinn Féin, pro-MacReill meeting at Toomebridge.
I asked McCullough to let me have & speaker from Belfast,

as I would be upable to get anyone locally.

When I reached the little hotel in Toomebridge
after the meeting in thé beg at Gulladuff which had ended
with a man béing nearly drowned in a six-foot bog-hole,
I found Herbert Moore Pim awaiting me. I had never met
Iiim before, but had known of him and had occasionally
noted things which he had written under the name "A., Newman".
He was quite young, but produced a recent photogrﬁph .
of himself wearing a full black beard. He: asked me who
the photograph reminded me of, but I had not the clue.
He then told me that when he spoké at & meeting at
Waterford he created a tremendous sensation because the

people thought it was Farnell come alive again,

Pim suggested that we leave a note in the kitchen
addressed to Father Holan, the P.P., &and ask the pecople of
the hotel to deliver it hefore Mass next morning. I
agrced and FPim wrote a letter asking Father Nolan to
announce our meeting for the following afternoon from ﬁhe
alter. We left the note on the kitchen table, and it was
duly delivered. When Pim went to Mass he had the
pleasure of hearing Father Nolan denounce us in the most

violent terms,.

We duly arrived in the afternoon at the old Temple
of Liberty, Toome. A small crowd of the I.R.RB. element
gathered around us. Father Nolan held an opposition

meeting, which was twice or three times as big, a few yards
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away .. Nevertheless we were satisfied, because for the
first time since the Volunteer split we had really coume

into the open in a place outside Belfast and Derry.

On. the whole, the period I spent as I.R.B. organiser
was not very fruitful, although I think some good Eame of
it afterwards. I was very glad when I got a letter from
Bulmer Hobson saying that the Volunteer Executive had
appointed me as organiser for the Volunteers, and requesting
me to go to Dublin to meet the staff before proceeding to

the South.

I went down to Dublin immediately after Christmas
and found for the first time that there was some clash
between Hobson and Se&n iicDermott. fipparently Sefn was
not too pleased that I had been, as it were, taken of f the

I.R.B. vicrk and transferred to the Voluntsers,

I found that "Ginger"™ O!'Connell, Liam lellows and
I had ail been appoiﬁted éné were being assigned to
different areas. We spent most of the day talking with
Pearsce, Thomas MacDonagh and Joseph Plunkett, as members
of the staff, and with Hobson as Secretary of the Voluﬁteers.
One of the things that interested me was a purely
theqretical and informal discussion, which took place during
an interval of the Volunteer business, on the guestion
of”accépting a German prince as King of Ireland instead of
insisting on a Republic, as the acceptance of a prince
would make the Germans, whose victory we all anticipated,
mere likely to insist on the complete independence of
Ireland.. There was some division of opinion in the group,
but there was, on the part of some at least, a willingness

to consider such a solution should the nesed arise.
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I had never met Joseph Plunkett before this, and was
interested tc hear him say that if and when we got
independence, the post which he would most wish to have in
an Irish Government would be that of Minister of Foreign

Affairs.

I set off for Cork with instructions to see Tomés

-

KHacCurtain and Terry MacSwiney. I went to Tomis

‘MacCurtain's place of business and was told he had left,

© but was given his private address. T found that the

houée was his mother-in-law's, and she told me that he
had opened business on his own account that day and gave
me the address of his shop in, I think, Blackpool. I
saw him there, but he was too busy to talk to me for long.
He arranged, however, that I should go to the Volunteer

Hall that night when 2 general meeting was being held.

I saw Terence lacSwiney later in the evening, and
had a long talk with both himself and MacCurtain

immediztely before the Volunteers assembled.

Up till then the Volunteers in Cork had been under
contrel of an Executive with a President. It was desired
to choose a Commandant and put the organisation on a
military basis. Dernot Fawsitt, now Judge Fawsitt, had
been President of the Executive, and he reckoned as a
civilian. T gathered that there had been difficulties
between him and MacCurtain and liacSwiney, who represented

the military point of view..

I was introduced to the meeting as the representative
of Headquarters, and directed my speech towards securing
that the policy advocated by MacSwiney and MacCurtain

would be carried out.



I remained round Cork for some time, but there was
really very little to be done. I think the Volunteers
in Cork_who were, as they were called, MacNeillites did
not number much more than 100, or 120 at the outside,

I went with Tomés HMacCurtain one night and addressed some
men in & hall in Blarney, but there, I think, the local
group did not number more than twentity, and seemsd very

dispirited.

There was nominally a Companylin Mallow. I
visited them, and formed a very poor impression of them,
although there were perhaps forty to fifty in the hall.
They were doing no drilling. They had no rifles, and
seemed to do nothing but gather togetner a few nights
in the week. .After a time one of the members confided
the secret of the whole business to me - there was a back
way from the hall into one of the public-houses, and
membership of the Volunteers was a means of getting
drink easlily after hours. As this member said [rankly

to me, "Ye are only in the Volunteers to get a “wet',

In Mitchelstown, however, there was a very good
Company of forty or fifty men with good people in charge
of them, and they had rifles. iitchelstown was the only
Company of Volunteers worthy of the name to be found in

County Cork, outside Cork City, at the time.

I went to Kinsale, where I had been told that Eamon
0'Neill would help me, but I found it utterly impossible
to contact him, . I gathered from one or two of the people
in the town that he had temporarily gone anti-German, as
it were, and that I should be able to get no help from

him, -~I saw his brother Phil once or twice. The
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position seemed to be so ba& in Kinsale that I had to

give up hope of forming a Volunteer Company. Seén Hales
owned a steam-engine and wagons and was engaged in some
sort of a conéracting job in Kinsale at the time.

He advised me to go over to see his brother, Tom, at
Ballinadee. I-went to Bandon and walked out from Bandon
to Ballinadee. When I asked for the Hales"s house 1

was directed to the house of relatives who were, T
understand, Protestants and Unionists, and who received me
very coldly. However, they told me where to find Tom
Hales. Tom, his: brother and sisters were very enthusiastic.
Tom had actuwally taken some steps to get & Volunteer
Company going in Ballinadee. We arranged that I should
come out the following Sunday, and that we should march

to Kilbrittain and try to stir up something there.

I remember when the people came out from Mass at Ballinadee,
Tom Hales shouted for the Volunteers to falléin. When
they had numbered off, he was so new to even the elements
of volunteering that his order  to form fours was given

in this form: "ILet ye form fours now".

I went to many other places in Cork, Kénturk, for
example, wWhere ﬁihad the name of a man, also across the
border to Rathmore in County Kerry, where there was a Dan
O'Donognue, who was a strong Sinn Féiner. He was a
porter at the railway station. He told me, however,
that apart from himself and his brother there was nobody
in Rathmore at the time who would be on our side. His
brother Michael was with me in Belfast jail afterwards

and later became a Superintendent in the Guards.

I visited Fermoy, where I had the name of a barber
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called Shea. He was a very amusing talker. He told me
that he had taken the beard off.Stephen Gwynn when the
latter had joined the British Army in the so-called Irish
Brigade, and asked me officially if he had been wrong

not to cut Gwynn's throat when such a good opportunity
offered. I solemnly assured him that he had made 2
great mistake in letting Gwynn go. However, in spite of
his amusing talk he could find me nobody in Fermoy who
was prepared to make any move towards forming a Company

of Irish Volunteers.

Generally speaking, the position in County Cork
was nearly as bad as it could be. I cannot say that I
succeeded in doing anything worth while in the week or
two I spent in Cork, except in stirring up recruiting a
bit in Mitchelstown and helping Tom Hales a little bit in
drilling the: Company which he had established, as well

as. arousing some interest in the adjoining parishes.

I rnext proceeded to County Kerry, which was
definitely better.. I went first to Dingle, where I
found the. Volunteer Company active and growing in
strength. There was also quite a good Company in
Ballyferriter, and. contingents came in from the surrounding

area,

In Tralee tpe Volunteers had a good number of
rifles. They had an excellent drill hall in the old
skating rink, and they had a Belfast man, whom I knew and
who had been dismissed from the Labour Exchange, as drill
instructor. Although there was hostility in the town,

Sinn Féin was definitely on the up-grade.
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I went, on Austin Stack's recommendation, to
Castlegregory and met a very enthusiastic girl named
Susie bdllane in the. little hotel there. She sent for
Tadhg Brosnan for me, and after a talk he met me later
with three or four others. He arranged to do some
canvassing, and when I came back at the end of a week
he had a meeting, out of which I got twenty-eight men to
enrol as Volunteers, and we marchea up énd down through

Castlegregory to proclaim that a start was being made..

With Al1f Cotton, the Tralee instructor, I succeeded
in forming a small group in Camp, between Tralee and
Annascaul. I also got a good Company going in Annascaul
itself. T remember the public reaction to the pro-German
propaganda which the police used. There were about
thirty to forty men in the Annascaul Company, and in the
course of a Sunday morning drill I was marching them up
thé street. At that time I always marched behind a
Company of Volunteers, as that was the only sure way to
prevent talk and also to prevent occasional desertion.

Two littie girls, nine or ten years of age, in shawls
were standing with their mouths open watching the men
march past. As 1 approached, one nudged the other and
said, "That's the German now", I found that it was

being put out all over Kerry that I was a German.

Moving from the Dingle and Tralee area, I found
a fairly good Company in Killarngy, which up to that time
had remained neutral. I spoke to the principal. members
of it privately, and was invited to speak tc the Company,

with the result that it voted unanimously for Hacleildl.
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Kenmare was;é black spot. I went there twice,
but was not able to get more than four or five men, who
were found for me by the local Irish teacher. They were
afraid to meet me anywhere in the town, and I had to go
out a. country road and into a field to talk to them.

I had to give up the hope of starting a Volunteer Company

there,

In Killorglin I had the name of a man Who Was
supposed to be a leading Sinn Féiner, IHe had a cobbler's
shop, and when I called and told him who I was and what I
wented he said that the only advice he could give me was
to take the first train out of Killorglin. A Niss
Cotter and a sister of Fionfin MacCollum had a school
in the town which had been started by Tom O'Donnell, M.P.
As the school had a good name for Irish I judged that
they would be favourable and went to see them. They
made me stay for tea and I spent the evening with them,
but they were unable to give me the name of anyone
1ikely.to join the Volunteers, much less make an effort
to get others to join. I left Killorglin then and did

not go back.

I had the names of two or three people in Fyries
a very small village near Castleisland. I cycled out
there towards evening, having done a good deal of cycling
earlier in the day, and made up my mind that whatever
the place was like I should stay the night. I asked
about digs in two or three houses and finally £ ound
lodgings. I then went up the street to the people whose
names I had. One of them was O'Sullivan, & relative,

I believe, of Eugene 0'Sullivan who had been an M.F. for
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Kerry. He repeated the advice 1 had been given in
Killorglin, he told me to get my bicycle and get out of
the place. The other man whose name. I had been given
wag a little moré friendly, but told me that nothing at
all could be done there. If I had not already arranged
lodgings I think that, although I was tired, I should

have cycled back to Tralee.

I went into my digs and got my tea, and afterwards
strolled up the street. A number of young men were
playing bowls: and about ten or fifteen others were
watching them. I sat on the ditch watching the play,
and after a time began to speak to the people beside me.
Iy accent showed I was a stranger. There was some
curiosity, and soon I was chatting away with half a dozen.
Before long the question of the war came up, and I spoke
strongly against the British and for the Germans.

There was a good deal of quite friendly argument, and |
finally I moved off. A man followed me immediately and
told me that his name was Paddy Breen, that he was a member
of the Kerry team and £hat he was 1n favour of the MacNeill
Volunteers:, I spent a good while talking to him, and we
arranged that next morning we would go out to see some
people whom he thought likely to help. We spent the
following morning cyeling out. Amongst those I met was
young Rice, who became prominent afterwards. We went

into a field where he was ploughing and walked up and down
with him for a while. Finally T left with the

arrangement that I would come back ‘to try to start é

Volunteer Company after Mass the following Sunday.

I arrived back as arranged, and when the people
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came out from Mess I stood up on a ditch and addressed
them.. Having made all the usual appeals to them to

join the Volunteers I finally asked those who were wiliing
to join to fall-in, and we got about thirty. I returned
séveral times to see that Company and it held together

and flourished,

In Cahirciveen there was one of the best Companies
in the County. They had a good number of Volunteers, agd
had actually some forty rifles. The leader of everything
in Cahirciveen was a teacher and the owner of a substantial

; C ONN Elabn,
drapery establishment - Diarmuid O!Sus-dwes., He had a
place for hiding the rifles behind the shelving in his
shop. The rifles were usualiy taken out on Saturday
night for the Sunday paradé, were left back into his shop
late on Sunday night by the Vblunteers, and were put away
behind closed shutters by himself late at night. A
large number of rolls of cloth had to be taken out, then
a panel was removed and there was 2 short stairs down to a
small roomwhich he had made and in which the rifles were

stacked..

There was no other Company near Cahirciveen at the
timg, and, although we conducted some route marches out
into the country, we. did not succeed in forming one..

But compared to Cork, Kerry at the beginning of 1915 was
extremely good.. There were half a dozen active
Companies in the Dingle Peninsula, the Dingle Company
having twenty or thirty rifles. There was a so-called
Battalion in Tralee with perhaps one hundred men. They
also had a number of rifles. There was a fair-sized

Company in Killarnsy, a very good Company in Cahirciveen,
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and there was a small Company in Castleisland. There
was also a sort of & Company in Listowel. In all cases
the Kerry Companies were growing, and it was obvious
that in a lot of places it would be possible to form new

Companies very soon.

From Kerry I went on to Limerick. At that time
there was a Limerick County Executive which consisted of a
representative from each Company, or Company area, in the
County, of which the President was Father Tom Wall.
A lot of the Companies were not very strong, in fact
some of them had a rather nominal existence, but the
situation everywhere throughout the County was improving.
Robert Monteith, whe: had been dismissed from his Job in
Islandbridge and had been employed as instructor by the
Volunteer Executive, had just come down from Dublin
and was operating in Limerick City. One of the things
that I undertook on reaching Limerick County was to
organise Companies outside the city which he might visit
from time to time, and to whose officers, when they had
been elected, he might give iInstruction which they

could pass on to their men..

The Volunteers in Limerick were well situeted,
because they had possession of the Fianna Hall, which
had been Built largely with the assistance of John Daly
and which was situated at the back of his house in
Barrington St. It was not a very large hali, but drill
was possible in it for a small number of men, and
instructions: on semaphore, iforse and mep-reading, as well
as all the other class sub jects, could be very conveniently

carried on in it.
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M.P. Colivet was in charge of the. Company in
Limerick and I remember at the time it was supposed to be
a great advantage to have him, because he was employed
in the Shannon Fbundry'and.had been able to get pikes made
for the men for whom no firearms of any sort could be
obtained. I think he also made a type of bayonet which

could be fitted on to a shoigun.

Immediately outside Limerick at Killonan there was
& very good Company run by Batt Iaffan, the man who later
sheltered Monteith after 1916 until he was got away to

America.

Af'ter visiting some Companies, or alleged Companies,
in_Eoynes and nearer to Limerick City, I went to the West
of the County. There was a very small Company under
Father Tom Wall at Drumcollogher. I was able to get
recruiting going and increase its numbers. I spent a
good deal of time round Newcastle West, but found it
impossible to form a Company in the town, although the
tWwo curates, Reverend Michael Hayes,(brother of Dr.
Richard Hayes) and Reverend John Kelly, were very friendly
and very anxjous to have one. However, I was more
successful outside the town. In kMonagay, the adjoining
pérish” to which Con Collins belonged, we succeeded in
ggtting a.very good Company. In Rathkeale we succeeded
in getting a very small group together. I had a meeting,
and with the aid of a very young lad called Jack Finn
got a dozen or sixteen together. However, when, some
Sundays afterwards, we arranged to march to Ardagh to try
and stir up that area, bringing Volunteers from Honagay

=)
and a few from Newcastle West to make/display, I found



that only eight of the Rathkeale lads turned up to marchs
As T was going down the stireet with eight men behind me
in two"s and the people laughing at us, the owner of the
biggest drapery shop in town, Jack O'Mahoney, stepped out
from the siderath, took his place beside me and marched
at the head of the lads ocut of the. town.  Although we
were not able to put up a very good show at Ardagh, we
nevertheless roused enough local-interést to get. a

Company formed there.

In Templeglantyne, which was said to be notable
among the parishes of Ireland because there was not in it
a Protestant, & policeman or a publie-house, we
ultimately succeeded in getting a fairly good Company
going. The first time- I went, although I met a few
people who were friendly, I failed to induce them to
start a Volunteer Company, but immediately after that,
Tom O"Donnell's: paper published a strong attack on me,
stating that I was paid £600 a year by Carson, and that
my object in Kerry was to entrap the young men into the:
Volunteers for the purpose of having their names
available when conscription should be applied by the
British. O'Donnell published a lot of attacks of that
kind, with the result that when I went back to |
Templeglantyne after an interval of a month, the meeting,
which our few local supporters had advertised by hand-
written notices, was well attended. After I had spoken
I succeeded in getting the usual forty or so young men

to fall-in and form a Volunteer Company.

I moved over then to Listowel, where there was a

small and spiritless Volunteer Company in eXistence.



As. a result of a2 stranger coming in, doing some drilling’
and making some speeches we aroused some additionsl
interest and got additional recruits. Operating from
Listowel I succeeded in holding meetings in Duagh and
getting a small Company going. In Abbeyfeale the
Cu:ate was: a Father 0*Riordan, who was very enthusiastic,

but we found it impossible to get a move on in the town.

It was noticeable at that time in Limerick,
and still more in Clére, that the country areass were vefy
much better than the towns. For instance, round
Newcastle West we ultimately succeeded in getting three
or four good Companies going, but in the town itself
we never got more than a nominal Company of about twenty
men. - In Abbeyfeale we failed to get a Company going,
but about two or three miles to the East of it we
succeeded in establishing quite a good Company. In the
East of County Eimerick, with the help of the Crowleys,
a very good Company was built up in Ballylanders. It
had been there all the time since before the split,
but we succeeded in bringing in new members. In Galbally,

also, a good Company was formed,

By this time I had been about three months Working
for the Volunteers in the South, and it was clear to me
that as I moved from County to County the atmosphere was
steadily improving. I paid a short visit back to some
of the Cork areas and found that thé greater success I
had had lately was not merely a question of County
Limerick being better than County Cork but that the temper
of the population generally was rising. However, when I

pProceeded to Clare I found that. I was back in a worse
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atmosphere fhan I had experienced in Cork three months
earlier. I think Clare: mist at that time have been the
very worst County in the country. I had the names of
ﬁéople:in various places who were supposed to be in the
I.R.B. or in Sinn F€in. I noticed something about them
which I had not noticed anywhere in my travels before,
namely, that they always had a poof opinion of each
other. When I went into Ennistymon I had three names.
I went and saw the tﬁree people, and each of them warnead

me that the other two were no good.

My first town was Ennis. I had been given the
name of a shoe-maker whose father had been a Fenian
and whose own name, Shinners, I think, Sefn McDermott
had- from I.R.B. records. Ee and his two brothers worked
in the shop. When I arrived in Ennis, of course, the
police picked me up and followed me round the town.
When Iiwenp'into this shoe-maker'%s shop and told them who
I was, the sergeant stood directly outside. The brother
to whom I spoke was rather cool with me but not unmannerly.
However, after about ten minutes his elder brother came
and asked me did I think it was fair to bring the police
outside the. shop in that.way. He then asked me to get
out. The other brother said he was sorry, and I left.
Even-a man like Frank Barrett was not willing to be seen
with me at £hat time. I met him in a. public-house one
night and found hé'was a Sinn Féiner, but I noticed that
he was not willing to be seen in the street with me.
Once or.itwice when he saw me coming in the distance he
turned the corner so as not to meet me. The. only people

who would associate with me in Ennis were a Limerick man
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called Tom Brown and two other young 1ads; neither of
whom.wés a native of Ennis. I, however, persisted in
staying in the neighbourhgod énd_riding out to see
people in the country whose names had been given to me.
I succeeded in starting a Company at Inch and another at
Quin, each about four miles fr&m Ennis, but, of courss,
I could do nothing in Ennis itself.  Then an attempt
was made to get me out of the: town.  Rowan, the
proprietor of the Queent's. Hotel where I was staying,
asked me to leave. I said that it was his duty as an
inn-keeper to give me accommgdation and I refused to go.
However, after a week or so I nad to move off to the

South of the: County where I heard there were some

organising openings.

When I arrived back in Ennis on.a Saturday .night,
I kmew that the Queen's was. practically empty but they
told me that all the rooms were full and that I could
not be taken in. I went across to Carmody"s and they
aprarently knew about me, because they told me 'that they
also were full. I succeeded, however, in gettving into a
little hotel-restaurant on the main street near the
Monument, but when I left it.and wished to come back I
ﬁas;refused admittance. I was also refused admittance

to the 01ld Ground Hotel.

A man called Griffin, & Sinn Féiner, who was
employedi by the Post Office as a telegraph linesman gave
me: a 1list of lodging-houses in the town. I went round
about eight or ten of them, and all refused to take ne.
I thought that I was going to be excluded fron Ennis,

but a. man called Kearney, who owned a small public-hcuse

.



37.

diagonally opposite the court-house, told me that he was
& Sinn Féiner and that he would teke me in.  That was
very courageous of him, as the R.I.C. could give endless
trouble to any publican. Thanks to lMr. Kearney, who Was
a reletive of Con Kearney, rate collector, I had then
acquired a foothold in Epnis and was able to come back

when I liked and use the town as a. headguarters.

- Ennis was not the only placé'where I'experienced
difficulty in getting accommodation. Two faciors
operated to cause-people like me to be refused admission.
Cne was that feeling against the Sinn Eéiners and pro- ’
Germans, as they were calléd,_was;fairly bitter amongst
certain sections of people, and the other was that the
continual presence of a policeman outside a hotel was

thought by proprietors to be likely to frighten other

customers away.

In Newcastle West I stayed first in the Devonshire
Arms: owned by a. Mr. Curtin, and for & time had no trouble.
Then one day in the commercial room, where all. guests had
their meals, I was asked by & commercial traveller
called O¥*Looney if I were a commercial. I said I was not.
He then-éaid that this was the commercial room as I could
see by the notice on the door and that he would be
obliged if I would go 6ﬁt. I said that I would not.
He then rang for the waiter and asked for the proprietor
to come. Finally Miss Curtin arrived, and told me that
as I was not a commercial traveller I was not strictly
entitled to be in that room apd she would be obliged if
I would gc to the coffee room. I had no option but to
comply. After that, for the few days that I stayed in
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the hotel, I had my meals in lonely state in the coffee
room. -I was obliged at the énd of the few days to move
somewhere else and the next time I came back I was met
with the statement that all rooms were full and that I
could not be accommodated. I was able, however, to
get into a very small ramsihackle hotel in the Sguare,
run_by two girls called Sheehy, relatives of David Sheehy,
M.P. This hotel was in the last state of dilapidation,
and, whatever was wrong with the kitchen, any meals

we got had to be cooked on the sitting-rocom fire, The
only other guest, the first time I went there, was a
Jewist, rag-and-bone merchant. Seén Mcﬁermott.stayed
with me in this hotel when he came to speak at a neeting

in Newcastle West on St. Patrick"s Day, 1916,

In Rathkeale I was again tackled by a commercial

traveller in the commercial room of & hotel. I was

ultimately forced to take my tea in a small sitting-room,

and was refused a bedroom for the: nignht.

Even where people were Sinn Féiners there was
sometimes trouble., In Tralee I used %o stay in a
boarding-house run by the mother of Lamon 6.Cbnchubhair,
whom I had met many years before in the Gaélic League
in Dublin. He was a great. G.A.A:; man, spoke Irish well,

and was a very strong Sinn Féiner, though perhaps his

- mother shared none of his political interests. In any

case, after I had sfayed there: two or three nights at
different times, the old lady, ene morning when I was
leaving, pointed to the policeman up the street who was
watching the door, and told me that she would be giad if

I went somewhere else next time: I came to Tralee, - 1 met



Bamon himself several times afterwards, and he was guite
friendly. I fancy his mother never told him about the

dismissal that she gave to me.

I tried to get into another hotel in Traiee,
Bennert®s I think, and was met with the suave statement
that they were full up. The.refusai, however, 4did not

matter to me as I was moving on.

The difficulty about hotels practically all &arose,
I think, from the way in which I was beiﬁg followed by
police.. Even when commercial travellers tock the
initiative: I believe it was either because the. police
spoke to them, or because they noticed the police
hanging about and enguired the reason. From the tine
I went South at the beginning of 1915 right on until
the Rising I was very constently shadowed and followed
by police. The policemen apparently stayed day and
night outside any hotel or lodging-house in which I
was putting up. If I walked through tﬁe town they
followed me at twenty or thirty yardé distance, sometimes
tvo. Wﬁen I went out on my bicycle two policemen
generally followed mne. This in country districts 4id-
absolutely no harm, in fact it was & really good
advertisement. It got me talkéd about, and had, in a
small way, much the effect that a brass band would have
had. Tt also assured everybody who had any Sinn Féin
leanings at all that I was on the right side and had the
right gospel. - Except very occasionally, I made no
attempt to shake off the police, that is to say, I 4did
not go Into a house by the front door and slip out

by the back. Also, when travelling by train I seldom
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or never got off at a station short of the station for
which I had a. ticket. The police did not accompany e
on the railways. If I bought a ticket at a particular
station, they immediately found out from the booking-clerk
where I had got it for.. If I happened to have a return
half of a ticket in my pocket, they always got & porter
to go into the carriage which I had entered, and pretend
to check the tickets. There wes practically no pretence,
however, about this checking, as tickets were asked for
in only one compartment in the train. Having
ascertained nmy destination, the police telephoned to it

and one or two constables were there to meet me.

On the whole: the police were not offensive.
On one occasion I had to be very stiff with a sergeant
who tried to cycle alongside and talk to nme. If I
had permitted that to happen, the effect would have
bezen very bad, Dbecause the‘propaggnda put out-by the
Redmondites was that we were really inveigling youﬁg
men into the Volunteers.to make 1t easier to conscript
them. If I had been seen cycling alongside the. sergeant
it would have seemed to many people as if I were in
league with the police, whereas if the.sergeanf was
cycling twenty yards behind me it would be evident that

I was hostile to the Government.

On one occasion I set out, on a Sunday morning,
to cycle from Kilrush to Corofin in County Clare to
address a meeting for Hubert Hunt. I had a rcad map,
which was not a very good one, and apparently I took a
wrong turning, because after T had cycled a good many

miles I was definitely lost. A couple of times I took
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out my mep and tried to hit on the right road, but I

was still getting nowhere, although I had cycled far
enough to have reached Corofin. Dinner-time was past,
and the two policemen behind me were getting tired and
hungry. Ultimately they cycled up to me and said, "If
you will tell us where you are going we will. tell you
how to get there®. I thought the time had been
reached.for a compromise, so I told them I was bound for
Corofin.. They put me on the right road, and I arrived

just in time for the meeting.

Another time when I was hurrying from Doon in
Egst Limerick to Pallas station, my back tyre suddenly
burst when I was about & mile from the station. - I did
not want to ride on the rim for fear of leaving myself
without a bleycle, so Iﬁbegan to run, wheeling the
bicycle. It was obvious to the policeman behind me
that I would miss the train. He came up alongside me
and said in a. friendly way, "“Are you bound for Limerick?".
I said I was, and he said, "If you will promise me not -
to get off the train before you get to Limerick I®1l
lend you hy bicyecle so that you can catch the train.
I will put yours in the waiting-room for you to get
later". I made the bargain with him and rode on his
bicyele to the station. The policemen arrived at the
station in time to telegraph to Limerick that I was
coming,'and I_was duly met by an escort at Limerick

station.

As I thought that the way in which the police
watched me everywhere was really & help, I took it very

philosophicaily. The only time: it really eannoyed me
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was once in Tralée.when I was trying to catch a train
~ and was rather late. For some reason, perhaps out of
spite, the booking-clerk kept me waiting, and although
I ran as fast as possible to the far up platfdorm from
which the train was moving off, a porter prevented me
getting aboard. As T turned baclk, crestfallen at
having missed my train, the police guffawed loudly.
Generally, however, the police were courteous. I
suppose many of them were men wﬁo afterwards resigned

during the. Black and Tan period.

I remember it proved impossible to do anything
in the town of Ennistymon, but I was able to get a couple
of Companies going a mile or two outside the town.
Cne was at a place called Carhooclough, where wers was
a family of Barringtons, one of whom was in receat years
Assistant Secretary in the Department of Industry and
Commerce. A girl of another family in the place -
ecInerney's - was merried to an Englishman called
Dudley-Edwards and was the mother of Professor Dudley-
Edwards of U.C.D. There were two or three other
strongly Sinn Féin families in the area. Iy procedure
was to meet various people from the district in public-
houses- in Ennistymon and in the little hotel owned by
Miss McCormack. After I had been three or four days
in the town and had talked individualily to a number of
men from the. Carhooelough neighbourhood, I got on my
bicyecle one evening and rode out there. Word had been
passed around quietly and about one hundred people were
waiting at the cross-roads.. The police who had followed

me were obviously surprised. I addressed the crowd.
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I asked those who were willing to join the Volunteers to
fall-in, and I proceeded with the,usuai business of some
eleméentary drill. I heard afterwards from the barracks
that the police had thought I was completely failing

in the district.

The other Company in the neighbourhood which I
succeeded in forming was established in practicaliy
the same way, by getting in touch with a few active
young men wnen they were in Emmnistymor, talking things
over witn them, letting them summon a meeting and then

coming along.

On the whole I did not succeed 1n making very
good progress‘in Clare. As already stated I managed to
get a couple of Companies established outside Ennis,
another couple of Companies outside Ennistymon. In
Killadysert I got a few people together, about eight or
ten, and got promises from them to work up the area,
but d4id not actually succeed in forming & Company.

I formed a Company, a fairly good one, at Carrigaholt,

and another, composed mostly of Irish speakers, at

. Kilbanha, out in the direction of Loop Head. With the

assistance of Sefin McNamara I got a few men together at.
Crusheen north of Ennis, close to the Galway border

not far from Gort. In Tomgraney and Scariff and round
that area I met odd individuals, but could not form any
Companies. Clare was, even at that time, June 1915,
worse than Cork had been at the: beginning of the year,
but it was steadily improving, and it was clear to me
that after a little ﬁhile I should be able to get new

Companies going, as I had been doing in Limerick.
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It was during this period that the big Volunteer
parade, which was attended by a considerable body of
Volunteers from Dublin, was held in Limerick. L
cycled in from Ennis that morning, and as 1 was not a
member of any formetion in the city I stood on the
sidewalk to watch the parade. It was fairly big,
perhaps a thousand men all told, including Companies
from Mitchelstown and other Cork areas, from all
County Limerick and Limerick city and the Dublin

contingent.

There were a few oldish men beside me where 1
was standing on the side-walk and they were obviously
astonished. As the parade went by I heard one of them
say abouttwenty times, with no great satisfaction in
his voice, "God! the Sinn Féiners are very strong.

God!  the Sinn Féiners are very strong".

After the parade the rabble of the city,
particularly the "separation women' got into the mood
to make trouble, and a large crowd of theﬁ gathered
near the station to attack the Volunteers as they moved
to the train. There was & certain amount of stone-
throwing, and blows were struck at Volunteers as they
passed by. In a few instances the crowd pressed in
and disarmed Volunteers. One Volunteer officer who
lest his head ordered his men to load their rifles.
Fortunately his instructions were countermanded, otherwise
in the heat of_the turmoil, irreparable damage might
have been done. I was in civilian clothes in the middle
of the crowd and saw the whole proceedings very well,

A priest, an Augustinian Father, mounted & car and



L 1]

L.

harangued the crowd about what they were doing.
Summarily, frém the car, he expelled various people

from the Confraterhity. Pearse‘wasvvery much put out
by the disturbance as‘we:heard of its beginning in Daly's
house in Barrington St., but later he looked perfectly
calm as he marched ahead in his place. Ultinmately

all the Volunteers: got into the station, and one could
say that no damage was done. Some of them had been
struck by sticks and stones, and some of them gave

belts béqk to the crowd. One young fellow used his
bayonet on an assailant, but fortunateiy did not do

much damage. Beyond the loss of two or three rifles,
the Volunteers suffered nothing. The occurrence
afforded an indication, howevar, of the hostility that
it was still possible to stir up against the Volunteers,’
the sort of hostility that was seen again when |
Volunteer prisoners were marched through Dublin after

the Rising.

After the: Limerick parade I went back to Clare
and continued moving round the: County, gradually getting
in toueh with new people, and observing the change which

was coming over - public opinion.

On, I think, 1Ith July, 1915, I was in Miss
MeCormack®s hotel in Ennistymon, where ny rocm-mate was
Bamon Waldron, ‘then the local mGintebir tdistil. At
about halif-past eight in the morning the door of the
room opened and in came & District Inspector, a
Sergeant and a couple of constables. The District
Inspector came to the siae:of ny bed énd proceeded to

read ‘out an order under the Defence of the Realm Act
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signed by Major  General Friend, ordering me to leave the
"following area, namely Ireland", within about a
fortnight. T rose-and looked up the trains for Dublin.
I sent off a wire to Volunteer Headquarters saying 1
had got the order and that I was coming to town. I
got an early train to Limerick, spoke to the Dalys in

Barrington Street and came on to Dublin.

Inmediately I arrived I went to the Volunteer
Headquarters and told them that I hgd made up my mind
not to obey the order, and to wait, without in any way
hiding myself, until I should be arrested. I then
went round to the. offices of "Scissors and Paste" or
whatever the paper of the time was called, in D*QOlier
St. There I met Sefn McDermott and Arthur Griffith,
both of whom agreed entirely With what I had decided on.:
However, Griffith suggested that it would be a good
thing, from the propagandist point of view, if I could
be arrested in the house: of a Parish Priest. I told
him that I did not know any Parish Priest whom I could
ask to take me in, that up till then all the help I had
got in organising the Volunteers had been from Curates,
and that, so far, no Parish Priest had shown any
sympathy.. Griffith said to me that he thought Father
0 Ciarén of Rockcorry, County Monaghan, would be
delighted to have me, and that he himself would write
to him that night.

I then went to see Tom Clarke and he told me -
the news having reached Dublin by this time - that
similar orders had been served on Liam iellows, Denis

McCullough and Herbert Moore Pim,
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It was then decided I should go to Belfast
where some sort of public meeting would be held. We
held a meeting on the Falls Reoad the night before the
expiry of the period specified in the order. MeCullough,
Pim and I spoke, &s well as some others. Ve
denounced the Government and all its works and pomps,
and announced tﬁat we had no intention whatever of
obeying this tyrannical and outrageous order. There
was & big crowd neturally, and there was a great deal

of cheering at our speeches.

The following morning I set off for Rockcorry,
Griffith having already had word conveyed to me that
Father O Ciaran would be glgd to see ne, I arrived in
Rockecorry fairly early in the day and went out for a
bicycle ride with Father © Ciaran in the afternoon.
Next day T stayed in the house, expecting that the
police would arrive at any moment, but apparently
they had in some way lost track of me for several days

passed and thére was no sign of the police.

It was very irksome to keep to the house, but as
I had come that distance to be arrested in the house of
a Parish Priest I thought it would be foolish to go out
and risk being arrested merely on .a County lMonaghanrpublic
highway.. Consequently I stuck it out for the best part
of a week, sending postcards to various people to say
where I was. Ultimately the police arrived early one
morning. They were very apologetic, and the priest
made the proper protest, from the propaganda point of o
view, about the invasion of the Parochial House. I was

allowed to take my breakfast, and was then conveyed to

the local barracks.
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Apparently no definite instruction had been given
abouﬁ what was to be done with me, because the sergeant
“was out a number of times telegraphing. Finally he
told me that I:was to be taken to Belfast, but that it
would be some time before he would be able to get a
motor car. By this time it was about two o%clock and
the sergeant's wife sent me in a dinner. The police

"in the barracks were all very civil, but rather curious.

Finaily, fairly late in the evening, the motor
car arrived and, accompanied by the sergeant and two
policemen, I set off on my first motor drive for Eelfast
- jail. I arrived there, I think, at about eight or
nine o'elock in the e&ening, and was put in one of the
semi-underground cells which were used fér prisoners
reaching the jail too late at night to go through the
ordinery reception procedure. Jalils were very new
things to me at the time, and I remember thinking when
I was locked up in the cell how easy it would be to
forget a prisoner and leave him there until he starved.
Next morning, however, the door duly opened apd I was
taken to the Reception, where the usual procedure of the
prisoner having a bath and his clothes being searched
While he was actually in the bath was gone through.

I noticed then a disposition on the part of the warders

to give good advice and to say that it was very foolish
fcr a young man to start on that sort of career, etec., etc.
As: the men were guite friendly 1 took all the advice in
good part and entered into no arguments with them.

After the reception I was sent upstairs, wearing, of

course, my own clothes.



49 .

When exercise time came in the afternoon I saw
MeCullough and Pim, who hed been arrested several days
before me, and found that the warders made no difficulty
about letting us get near enough together to talk,
although later on, after a visit by the Govérnor, they
put other priscners between us when we were walking in
the exercise ring. MeCullough and Pim were béth
tried before me; one sentenced to three months and the

other to four months iImprisconment.

After a few days I also was sent down to the
police court. The Volunteers had engaged Charlie Power
for the defence, and he 4id his stuff quite well, cross-
examining Ma jor ?rice who was the Government witness
and who testified to the fact that the banishment order
had been signed by ldajor Generel Friend. Power cross-
questioned Price as much as possible, he asked why such
orders were made, and generally put up the sort of show
that would make the most from the propaganda point of
view out of the orders served on us and out of the terms
of imprisonment which we were to serve for not obeying

theimn,

After being sentenced I was rémoved to a different
wing of the prison, C.2, and was on the same floor as
McCullough and Pim. Qur cells were as widely separated
as possible, apd on Sundays when we exercised in the ring
four or five convicts were always kept bétween each pair
of us. When we did our exercise in the wood-yard on
week-days we were never allowed to work the cross-cut
together, or to sit close to ons another. However,

the warder was certainly not strict with us, and we could
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pass up and down with bits of timber and find
opportunities to speak to each other for a few minutes
gach day. One warder occasionally passed newspapers

in to us, as well as copies of "The Irish Volunteer"“. .

I found it rather boring to pass twenty-two hours
a day locked up in my cell, conseguently I worked ﬁery
hard at met making and became both quick and expert at
it. One of the jobs given me was to ﬁéke some specilal

high-pile floor mats for the hall of a Belfast doctor.

.As I was not given hard labour I had a mattress
from the beginning, so that, although it was a bit hard,
I had little difficulty in sleeping. Ve were all given
a pint of milk'per diem extra on the unsolicited order
of the doctor, and the health of~the three of us was

very good during the three months we were incarcerated.

Conscriptidn became rather an issue for the
first time while we were in prison, and we got plenty
of evidence that the country was changing rapidly.

In one of the papers smuggled in to us there was a poem
by Herbert Moore Pim, supposed to have been smuggled

out of the prison, which began: -

"T tread the ground that felons tread,
I’live_withih a house of thieves, |
High is my window,
Hard my bed,

But whoso" loves thee never grieves'.

When we asked Pim how he had got it out, he disclosed

that he had written it before he was arrested and had left

it with his secretary to publish at the right moment.
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During the first month no library books were
provided for prisoners, instead, once a week, the
librérian handed in what was called a2 book of
instruction, which might be an ordinary reader for the
2nd class in a National School, or an elementary
geography or something of that sort. One could read it
in five or six minutes. Beyond that I had only a
Bible, of which I read a lot that I had not read before,
and a bound volume of a magazine called “"The Quiver",.
“Thg Quiver" had, as one of its monthly features, a
page .of cookery recipes, and as the prison food was
decidedly plain I read these recipes over and over

with great pleasure and Iinterest..

The usval remittance was given for good copduct
and I was released in very little more than itwo months
after being sentenced.” I was met at the Jjail gates
by quite a. number of people, many of whom I had never
seen before, and I was commandeered to address a meeting

in St. Mary®s Hall shortly afterwards.

I went to my father"s house, about twelve miles
outside Belfast, for a couple of days, ard then I went to
Dublin.. Somebody gave me & thousand .3%0% cartridges
to bring with me, and I remember they made my bag very

heavy - to carry.

After a visit to Volunteer Headquarters 1 set off
for the South to resume work. By tﬁis time Terry
MacSwiney, who had resigned his post as technical
teacher when Mellows, kecCullough, Pim and I were arrested,

was now in charge of County Cork and County Kerry.



7]

[ 1]

€

52. -

However, I arranged to meet him in Tralee, and to take
& short trip to see the Companies with which I.Was
originally associated around Dingle and to the West of
it. Thereafter I confined myself to Clare, Limerick
and part of Tipperary. I helped Pierce McCann to
orgenise one or two Volunteer Companies in Cashel
neighbourhcod, in addition to the fairly good Company
which he had around his own place. I also visited
Clonmel, where there. was a pretty good Company, and
worked. over certain areas with Seamus O'Neill, now
Garda Sﬁ?efintendent in Galway. I met Eamon O'Dwyer,
who was very active at the time, and helped him, and
in Tipperary had my first meeting with Se&n Treacy

and somewhere round Emly I met Dan Breen. On the
whole, however, I gave much less time to Tipperary than

o Limerick and Clare.

During the three or four months I was away tne
apparently rather immediate threat of conscription made
it as easy to form Volunteer Companies as 1t had
previouslly been difficult. I remember, however,

making rather a bloomer in this connection. I wes

drilling a Company one night at a place called Tournafulla

which 1s near or over the Xerry border. In the course
of my remarks I talked about the necessity of fighting
with whatever weapons were available if an attempt

were made to apply conscription, and said it was better

to die fighting for our freedom eand for Ireland than to

"be led out like dogs on & chain to die for England on the

Continent. My remarks seemed to be well enough taken,

but when the parade was dismissed three or four fellows
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came up to me and said, "We would like you to know that
it isn' fear of conscription that has us in the
Volunteersh", Actually that was so. The conscription
issue made-people think, and the flocking into the
Volunteers was due to rising National spirit and not to

any wish to organise for personal safety.

I went over, I think, every part of County
Limerick between my return about November and the middle
of March, 1916, and while one could not say that.a
Volunteer Company was formed in every parish it was
clear that it would not be long until that was the

position.

Among the most active helpers I had during all
this time Wefe the Séanlons of Galbally and the Crowleys
of Ballylanders which was close beside. In Limerick
city the help and influence of the Daly family was of
the greatest importance. 0ld John Daly was failing
very much at the time; he was not able to talk with
real ease, but his prestige was enormous. His nieces
were very active and the hospitality of the family
was without stint. Every stranger comnected with the
Volunteers was invited to stay with them, and during
this period whenever I had to pass a night in Limerick
passing from the East of the County to the West, or
vice versa, or passing from Limerick into Clare, I

stayed with the Dalys in Barrington St.

The Limerick Battalion became very efficient eand
active about this time, and the Sunday route marches
and manoeuvres had a great effect within a radius of

several miles from the city.
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In connection with activities in Limerick an
incident recalls itself which occurred just before the
visit of the Dublin Volunteers to the c¢ity in May.

The Cgmann na mBan in Limerick had arranged a lecture
and had brought Mary MacSwiney to speék. This was the
first time that I had ever encountered the lady,‘
although I had known Terry MacSwiney fairly well for

a good while. At the time there were stories going
around that some day the British forces were going to
éurround the Volunteers, wnile they were out on a

route march, and disarm then. Mary MacSwiney, who
had no business to deal with such matters, proceeded

in her speech to urge the Volunteers not to fight but
to give up their arms peacefully if surrounded, as while °
arms could be replaced lives could not be replaced.
There was great indignation against her, and rightliy

so, at the time.

I inclined during this period to spend more time
in Limerick than in Clare because it was much easier
to get visible resulis from work in Limerick, .
Nevertheless Clare had improved a good deal, and we got
Companies going in a number of new areas and the older
Companies sﬁrengthened. To the very last, however,
I found it impossible to do anything at all in the town

of Ennis.

Money was always very tight with me at the time.
The principle on which Volunteer organisers were paid
was that we sent in our hotel bills and list of rail
fares, which were met by the Executive; and in addition
we were gilven fifteen shillings a week. It was very

hard, in view of extra expenses such as occasional meals
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and treats for other people, to carry on with fifteen
shillings a week.. I had been for some time trying

to save up enough money to buy & Volunteer uniform,
but never had managed it. However, &t Christmes 1915
the local staff in Limerick city presented me with a
Volunteer uniform, which I wore on all special
occasions afterwards. In Limerick Australian hats were

the uniform headgear.

When St. Patrick"s Day was approaching it was
decided to hold a big parade in Newcastle VWest, and
as there were a good number of Companies around there
we thought the occasion justified bringing somebody
from Dublin. Sefn McDermott agreed to come. In the
town, as I think I have already indicated, there was
practically no Volunteer Company, but the pecple had
come over tremendously to Sinn Féin and we knew that
the meeting would be enthusiastic. Seén came down to
Limerick the night before and arrived in Newcastle West
on the morning of St. Patrick's Day. The Square was
packed with Volunteers and sympathisers and no
opposition was shovn, though we were told that the
couple of dog-fights which broke out in the crowd were

purposely started.

As T was still forbidden Curtin®s hotel, Sefn
McDermott and I stayed that night in the little shack

run by the Sheehy girls.

Sefn McDermott told me that a Rising was coming
VEry SO0ON. He then proceeded, for what reason L do
not know, to tell me that it was intended to land not

only arms but men from submarines. "The result of his
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saying that was that I did not belleve a word of what
he' told me. I thought, in fact, that he was just
giving the usual pep talk that we had got before, for
the purpose of meking everybody feel that something big

would nappen soon and that we should 21l be on our toes.

Sefn McDermott was leaving on the morning of
the 18th, and I had made arrangements with the Colberts
of Athea to nelp with the strengthening of the Company
which they were. forming there. I saw Sefin McDermott
off on the train for Limerick and tecok my bicycle to
thea. As usual I was followed by a policeman; but
I noticed thet when I came near Atﬂea he dropped back
and apparently returned to Newcastle West. It struck
me as strange that he was not following me to the end,,

but I attached no significénce to it.

T saw the Colberts and some local men that
evening, and went late to the little hotel in Athea.
After I had been sleeping for some time I was aroused
by people knocking on the door of the hotel, and I
heard them being answered from the window. I thought
some late travellers had arrived and was falling asleep
again when a District Inspector and four or five R.I.C.
men rushed into the roon. The District Inspector
told me he was arresting me. A fuany thing happened
then. I had a very small .22 automatic pistol.
1t was in'the hip pocket of my trousers lying on the
chair. I happened also to heve about £2 in silver in
anothef trousers pocket.. The District Inspector having
searched first under my pillow, lifﬁed up my trousers,

felt the silver in the pocket and took it out, He
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searched the ‘other side pocket of the trousers, and
because they were so much lighter with the £2 in silver
taken out, he handed them to me to put on, with the
pistol still in the hip pocket. I theought he had got

’ the pistol until I actually had the trousers on ihe

felt it touching me.

I did now know what had happened. I thought
that perhaps the general round-up and disarming of

VTolunteers, which had been so much talked about, had

begun.

There were about ten or twelve police around the
hotel when I was taken out. I was driven to Ardagh
rajlway station and then taken by train to Limerick.'

I waes taken off the train at Limerick and brought to
William Street barracks. I saw then that nothing in
the way of general action could have taken place
because people were going quietly about their bdusiness,

and no signs of excitement were apparent.

After I had been given a meal in the barracks
1. was taken up to the station for the Dublin train.
Later on I got a chance 6f dropping my pistcl out of
the train near Emly, where I lmew there was a Voluﬁteer
Company . Dan Breen told me afterwards that it was

found on the railway track and handed over to him.

When I reached Arbour Hill prison I was taken
into the Sergeant Major's office to be enrolled as an
inmate and to be searched. To my astonishment, when
T was led in Liam Mellows was just on the point 6f

being led out. I had no chance, of course, of any
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conversation with Mellows. We were never exercilsed
in the same yard, and I never saw him again in the

prison.

I was given a paper which recalled the order to

leave the "following area, namely, Ireland", which

had been served on me in the previcus July, and two

or three places in England wWere nentioned as places

to one of which I would be deported and of which I could
make my choice.. Following the line previously taken,

T refused to make any choice.  Selmus 0'Connor,
solicitor, came in to see me after a day.or twWo.
Apparently he was not thoroughly trusted by Seén
McDermott and the others, because he said nothing to

me about & Rising being in the offing. Also he

did not tell me specifically that I ought to make a
choice of the town in England to which I should be sent,
he only asked me had I done so and made no comment

when I said I had not, that I would give them no

satisfaction.

Ultimately, after a week or ten days, I was
taken to the boat at Dun laoghaire. For some reason
the boat did not sail that morning, and I remained
aboard all day in charge of a group of military
police.. The hoat crossed to Holyhead at night and’
the police marched me offf When they let go thelr
hold on me and the gangway was free I turned to go
apoard the ship again, but was hailed back on shore
a second time by the police. They then kept me close
to them and took me into the train. In the train
they handed me a ticket for Abingdon, Berkshire, a

town near Oxford, and a paper commanding me to stay
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there and to report my arrival to the police.

Some time after the train started I fell asleep.
When I woke up the military policemen were not in the
carriage. A few minutes afterwards, the train
stopped at a station at which another train was alsc
stopped at the opposite side of the platform. I
lifted the small case I had with me, got out of the
train and got into the opposite train. Some time
about seven o'clock in the morning I found myself in
Manchester.. I then hed to consider what I should do.
I had practically nc money in my possession, and even
if T got to London I did not know the name or address
of a single person in the city, nor indeed in any other

town in England.

After walking about the streets of Manchesier
for a time I decided that there was little chance of
my doing anything but falling into the hands of the
police again, thus giving them an opportunity to take
further action against me, anpd that I had better go
to Abingdon. I went to the railway statlon and
found out how I could get to Abingdon from lanchester,
It was Sunday and I was only able to go ags far as a
place called Bletchley that night. I stayed the
night in a sm&ll hotel there. The railway people
asked me about my ticket, but I explained that I had
made a mistake and had got into the wrong trein, so

I was let through.

Next morning I went to Abingdon. I saw two
or three policemen at the station; whno had either my

description or photographs of me, because they nudged
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one another and 1t was obvious that they recognised me.

I went down to the hotel and took & room for
that night. Then I went round searching for digs,
as I had not enough money to last more than a day or
two in a hotel. When I had found the digs I wrote %o
Dublin saying where I was, asking for some money to
be sent me and for an address in London to which I

might go.

I walked round for two or three days with the
police obsérving me but cotherwise taking little
interest in me. Then about the fourth da& 8
sergeant and a constable came to my lodgings while
I was having my lunch and asked me to go to the
berracks. . In the barracks I was told that I was uander
arrest ror my failure to report to the police in
compliance with the order which had been served on me
when I was being deported.  About half an hour later
the sergeant. told me that a lady had called to see
me but that she had not come into the barracks.. I
heard afterwards that Helena HMolony had been sent over
with money and to make arrangements for my getting away.

That night I was sent to Oxford jail.

“After a couple of days Mabél Fitzgerald,
Desmonﬁ*s wife, came to see ie in Oxford jail and told
me that the instructions‘from Dublin were that I weas
to defend myself and get out if possible. Art
Q'"Brien had instr;cted George Gavan Duffy, who was
then practising as a solicitor in England, to appesdr
for me when I should be before the magistrates. That
was the first time that I began to give credence to what

Sefn McDermott had told me on 5t, Patrick®s Day.
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I wag brought back to Abingdon from Oxford jail
and tried before a local bench of five or six lay
magistrates. George Gavan Duffy made a case, which
I understood as little as 4id the magistrates on the
bench. In it he talked a great desl about Magna Carta,
Habeas Corpus, and so on. Apparently the loecal
magistrates were overewed, and decided to take the safest
course legally. They convicted me, and decided that
ag I had already been & week in Oxford Jjail they would
impose no penalty. I was then discharged and George
Gavan Duffy told me that Art & Briain would communicate
with me the following day, and that I was to stay in

Abingdon for the present.

The next day or the day after, Art O Briain
came down himself and told me that things were
definitel& moving in Dublin, and that I was not to go
to London by train as I might easily be picked up,
but thaf a car would come for me within two or three
days.. I think that the day on which he saw me was
Good Friday.’ I waited around next day and Sunday
and no news cape. Monday and Tuesday passed without
news.. Then on the Wednesday word came that there was
a Rising in Dublin., When I went out I found that,
for the first time since coming to Ablngdon, I was
being followed by & policeman. I then realised that
events hed moved much faster than Art O Briain had
anticipated when he was talking to me, and that I
should have to move myself even though I was still
without addresses or acqﬁaintances in England. I

decided to wait, however, until the following morning,
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study the railway time-tables and make up my mind as

to what would be the best move.

The next day I was arrested early and taken to
the barracks. Apparently no instructions had reached
the police eicept that they were to arrest me,
because I was kept in the drunks® lock-up cell for
over a wezk. It was all right except that the
blankets were filthy, some of the drunks having been
sick over them, and the place was very confined.

The police were civil encugh. After the first day

I was allowed out to walk in the little courtyard of

the barrscks, and then I was taken out to play |
billiards with the police in the barracks billiard-roomn.
There was no sign of hostility about the demeanocur

of the police, who seemed to know nothing about

Ireland, and cared nothing. The only remark I heard
about the Rising was when the.news first came, ny
landlady said, "But, of course, the Irish are always

up to something".

-At the end of ten days or so 1 was removed
from the barrqcks in Abingdon to EBrixton Prison.
On my first Sunday there i was put In the front 'seat
of the church. I tried to find out from some of the
warders what was happening in Ireland or what had
héppened, but they would tell me nothing. The
police in Abingdon also, although rather sociable,
had declined to give any information. I had no idea
then, nor for a long time later, whether the Rising

was finished or was still going on.

On my second Sunday in Brixton when I was
taken to the church I moved to walk up to the front

seat to which I hazd been dirscted on the previous
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Sunday. The chief warder very bruéQuely, and indeed
very angrily, Qrdered me back -and I was put in the
very back seat. From there I noticed that curtains
had been put round one end of the seat where I had
been the prévious Sunday. They were not closely
é&rawn, and by moving my position a little I was able
to see that they hid a tall man in grey clothes with a
beard.. Hé turned his head slightly at one stage and
I guessed that he was Casement, although I had not
heard of his arrest. Two or three days after that,
when 1. was being taken to tﬂé baths, I suddenly ran
into Casement coming round a corner with two or three
warders. I stepped out and shook hands with him
before we were separated. At that time apparently,
Casement had not made a move to become a Catholic,
otherwise I should not have seen him in the church.
On the following Sunday he-was not in church, and I

gather that he was taken to the Tower about that time,

I got no letters from anybody during 211 this
time. The warders, unlike Irish warders, while
civil were absolutely official. They declined to
give any informaticen about the outside—wofld, aﬁd I
was still. left, at the end of a month, without the
slightest knoﬁledge of what had happened at home.
One day out at exerciée a conviect told me that there
had been a big naval ﬂattle, and that th;.Germans
had destroyed a,British.fleet. He was neither .
disturbed nor elated, but was merely'glad to have a

piece of interesting rews to pass on.

-

I found the days in the cell with only three-
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quarters of an hour solitary exercise outside,
'extremely boring. The librarian warder, always
changing my book when I was out at eXercise, gave me
books by kirs. Henry Woods and lirs. Humphrey Ward,
which after a time I found it nearly impossible to
read, I left a note on my slate one day saying,
"No more. books by women, please". 'After that I got
boys" adventure stories and detective tales, which
were much better. At a certain point I asked the
chief warder if he would give me work to do, as was
given to sentenced prisoners. The result was that
I got mail-bags to sew, and 1 used to spend three

or four hours per day sewing meil bags, as a change

from reading.

Then one day the chief warder came to nme.
He was very cordial and said, "It must be tiresome
sitting in the cell. Would you 1like to go up and
sit on a balcony from which you will have a view of
the yard?®, I said I would, and next day I discovered
the cauée of ail this. I had a visitor - Desmond
Fitzgerald's sister Kate - for the first time, and gob
the first news for two months after the Rising.
She told me that Larry Ginnell had asked a question
in the House of Commons about me, and that the
Minister answering had denied that I was in solitary
confinement and had also denied thatlllwas being
refused visitors. After that I got some letters and

was seen by a number of London-Irish visitors.

In July I was wmoved to Reading jail. On the

same day about thirty-four or thirty-five reached it



from several other prisons, including some from

Frongoch..

Amongst those in Reading were Arthur Griffith,
P.T, Daly, who had been an old Fenian organiser,
Tomés MacCurtain, Terry WacSwiney, Seamus Robinson,
Tom Craven of Liverpool, Frank Burke of Carrickmscross,
Darrel Figgils, George Nicholls of Galiway, Se&n Milroy,
Peader 0 Hannrachan, Alderman Cole of Dublin, kacGowan,
HeCormack and O0'Neill - Citizen Army men of Dublin,
Wiiliam O'Brien, Denis McCullough, Pierce licCann,
Herbert Moore Pim, Micheal Brennan, Eamon O'Dwysr
and Liam lengley and Alf Cotton. A little later we
had Joe Rebinson.. Dr. Dundon was there for a short
‘time. Henry Dixon, Se&n T. O'"Kelly and "Ginger"

C*Connell were also in the group.

Irrediately I was brought to Feading Herbert

Mcore Pim came to me and asked me to swear Darrel
Figgis into the I.R.B. I refused, saying that I had
no authority. Very seon afterwards, like mest of the
prisoners there, I came to the conclusion that Figgis
was no good. Arthur Griffith, however, curiously
enough had a sort of admiration for Figgis because of
the way in which, when fhe first group arrived, he had

given lip to the Governor and to some warders.

As soon as we had settled down in the jail if
was declded to elect a Captailn, and Herbert Moore Pim
proposed Darrel Figgis who was elected because the
different groups had had no time to get acquainted
properly and talk things over. After a time the

prisoners became very dissatlisfied with Figgis, who
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made & pabit of walking up and down the exercise yard
with the Governor when he came on a round of inspection,
and who also tried to make a "big fellow™ of himsell
by agreeing on behalf of the prisoners to any
suggestion made by the Governdr. Ultimately ip Wwas
decided to get Figgis out of office, by proposing that
the office of Ceptain should go round and that a

new election should take place every month. It was
decided that I should follow Figgis lest he should
allege that he was put out of office because he was a
Protestant. Several people held office in sucecession
after that, and Seén T. 0'"Kelly was in office at thé

time we were released just before Christmas 19154.

Arthur Griffith was the principal figure amongst
the prisoners, and was highly popular with all.
He very soon started a weéklmeanuscript Journal, which,
on the suggestion of Terence kiacSwiney, was christened
"The Outpost", "An Foraire', Nearly everybody in the
prison contributed to it from time to time. Terence
MacSwiney wrote every week., Peadar 0 Hannrachfin
wrote an Irish contribution every week, and read what
he had written, as Griffith had not enough Irish to do
so. Under the influence of Peadar O Hamnrachfin I
began to write in Irish for the firsf time and sent
in one or two short articles. Griffith himself
wrote every sort of thing in the journal. He wrote
a very simple, very interesting series of articles
about South Africa, He wrote mock hercic ballads.
He also wrote from time to time detective stories
which dealt with prison events and figured a detective
named Vidock Bremnan, who was identifiable with

kichael Brennan.
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Besides conducts.ng the- magaz.tne. Orirt‘ith ran .
a.u. sorts of sports and ontertainuonts. Ho hod

‘ - Jpretenied tagical gifes, and professed to bé' able %o
- " £ind ony aréicle, m‘meve:; corefully hiddeh. *Hs did
o this by the aimple devica of nav:.ng an agent otonget
those who were mmg t.ne az'ticlas which hed to be
fotm.ﬂ Be preaiﬂeﬂ over tha hanﬂhn.u tournasants,
raferee:.ng, eariting, acnd cnrryl.ns out drams which
dateminad who was to ploy with who. ' On tho Whole
he bohavad throughout our par:.oe in Reuding lixe o
zan havinzg & caref:-ae holiday aboard a ship.

‘Griffith bad an extraordinary knowledge of
Irish music. = Fo mtter %hat tune vasg msnt:.oned in
'any ﬁiscussion hs vas able %o Whistle it. He must
have had at lesst hundreds of tunes 1n his mind,

Sefin T. O'Kell,v'o prineipal activity vas %0
connuct & choir. _ I do not know mooh about 11;. ag,

after hearing ms 'sing ones, he expe.lled m3,

. was- the cram: of the prison.
He fouzht w;t.h nsar]a avaryboiy. Parsopally I hod no
-quarrel with his, but I managed thst only by taling
-great care to avold bim .ones I hzd discovored hod
. aifficult he vas, '

Hoary 'Dixon was mﬁcu oldor then ony of the
othor prisoners axcept Joseph UseBride, brother of
Ih jor I'seBride.. ‘Onfortunataly o cqﬁwm group of
" .prisoners plngﬁed, 'Henx;y Dixon & good @eal. . Te had |
_ '~ _our meals in the hall and found 'places for all by
- putting thres trestle tables ond to ond.  Honry Dixon
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sat at the middle table. The others who sat at that
section of the table formed themselves (led mostly

by Ginger 0'Connell) into what they called the Centre
Party and elected Henry as Chairman. All matters to
be decided by the prisoners were discussed after
breakfast while we sat round the table. The so-called
Centre Party made a rule that everj/member must speak
in the name of the Chairman, but that the Chairman
himself must noi speak. Consequently when anything
was under discussion on which Mr. Dixon had & view

and got up to express it they silenced him by banging
their plates and their spoons. Then the others would

rise in their turns and express the most contrary

- opinions, each speaking always "in the name of the-

Chairman of the Centre Party".

About that time the British Royal Commission
on Divorce issued its report. Henry Dixoen, being a

student of social affairs, got.a copy of the Blue Book

~sent in to him. The Centre Party formed a vigilance

committee, searched his room, seized the Blue Book

and returned it to him after they had spent several
hours blacking out what they described as the "indecent
pagsages".. In other ways they gave Henry Dixon a
great deal of annoyance. If he was ever late for a
meal and they saw him éemerging from his cell at the

top of the stairs, they 211 rose tc their feet and
remained standing until he was seated. However, he
took all this in good part, and, although a little
annoyed, did not suffer from it as much as & more

touchy man would have done.
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Ginger O"Connell conducted military classes of
various sorts right through our period of Iimprisonment.
A blackboard was obtained on which he drew the maps
necessary to explain the course of a great number of
battles and campaigns, Iwo or threelIrish classes

were also conducted.

We could buy food from the canteen in another
part of the prison, which we were allowed to visit
twice a week. As most of us had a few pounds when
arrested and as we were paid about & pound a week
in the name of two or three prisoners who were
supposed to be orderlies for keeping the place clean -
all prisoners taking their turn at the actusl work -
we Were always able to get extra sugar and butter,
and alsoc materials for the so=-called birthday.parties

which we had every Sunday night. At these '"birthday
. parties® there was generally ham, bread, butter,
coffee and a few drinks for those who took drink,
Everybody who had money took his turn to give a

#"pirthday party".

There was & great deal of political discussion
and a great deal of planning about what we should
do in the way of a political organisation when we
got ou£ of prison. Those th took the most prominent
part in these discussions were Arthur Griffith,

Se&n Milroy and Terence MacSwiney.

A1l the men in the prison grew beards except
Terence lMacSwiney. He shaved regularly, and after a
time we found out that he was being visited frequently

by the Miss Murphy whom he afterwards married.
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Terence was-very reticent, and 1t was a long time

Lefore anyone heard who was visiting him.

Ultimately rumours of a general release began
to spread, and we heard of large numbers being released
from Frongoch. Finally on 22nd or 2%rd December,
the Governor came down 2nd told us that our release
had been ordered and that we could get out in about
an hour. He then sent for me, and when I went to
his office he informed me that the order issued in
July 1915 diredtiﬁg me to leave Ireland was still in

force.. That was the order under which I. was

_deported a fortnight before Easter 1916.  The

Governor told me that because of its still being

in force I could go where I liked in Britain on '
being released from the prison but that I was not to
return to Ireland. He asked me where I wanted to

go and I said London. Others got tickets for

Dublin, but I was given a tiéket only to London.
However, I came ahead with the rest and had money

to pay for a ticket home. On board the boat we had
only steerage tickets. The night, howsver, was rough
and a2 lot of us wanted bunks, so we invaded the saloon
part of the ship, iIn spite of the attemptsfof the
sailors to prevent us, and took possession of the
bunks. Apparently the Captain must have decided

that it was easier to leave us where we were than

to interfere further with us. During the night I
heard two stewardesses talking, one saying to the
other, "There is & terrible rough crowd aboard

to-night!".



Arriving in Dublin I half expected that I
should be arrested when I landed but I was not, elther
the police had no instructions or I was not recognised.
Sain T. O0'Kelly ésked me to come home to his own house
for breakfast, which I did. Afterwards I wert to
Bray to see Mrs. Desmond Fitzgerald. Desmond was
serving penal servitude. Then I left to go up North.
As I had not slept very well the night before, I fell
‘asleep in the train and woke up suddenly thinking I
was at Lisburn. I snatthed my bag and jumped out.
The train moved off instantly and was gone before L
had time to realise that I was not at Lisburn but at
Lurgan.. T took an ocutside car and drove to my
father®s house, which was eight or nine miles off.

I remained there for about a week, the police having

apparently lost sight of me.

At the end of the week I went in to Belfast to
see if I cculd find Seén Lestef (afterwards Secretary
General of the League of Nations). I sawmyselfl
being spotted as I passed through Lisburn, but was
not interferedcwith until I reached Belfast. I was
then picked up, taken to the police station, and,
after an hour or two, put aboard & train for Dublin

where I was conveyed to Arbour Hill.

I was kept in Arbour Hill for about a week,
I think., 'Then I was brought before the Officer
Commanding the British forces in Dublin. He had =
map before him with a sﬁall triangle marked on it in
red ink. He told me that'the 0ld order expelling me

from Ireland was in force, but that they were going
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to give me a choice; I could either give an
undertaking to reside within the triangle which he
indicated (it was a very small area round my father's
farm in County Antrim) or, alternatively, they would
take me to Liverpool and put me aboard ship for. New
York. I was quite anxious to go to America,

especially under those c¢ircumstances, but I had
actually seen hobody in touch with affairs since I

got home. In Belfast I had not even had the opportuniy
of seeing Sein Lester, and, of course, my own pecple
knew nothing about how matters stood. I had no

idea of what had happened to the Volunteer organisation,
of what was being done or of what was being planned,
and I decided that, in the circumstanceg, I should

stay in Ireland. Accordingly, I signed the

undertaking put before me by the British Commander.

I was released in time to get a train for the
North, and I spent about six: months there, A few
reople came out from time to- time from Belfast to
see me, and I'Went from time to time to the two or
three Cathiolic: and Nationalist houses in the
neighbourhood, but I found the stay rather tiresome.
I had never read much Irish up till then, &nd I spent
most of the few pounds I possessed In getting
practically all the Irish books in print. I read
them all, and I began definitely to write in Irish
during that six months. Once I got going I sent an
article every week to the "Claidheamh Soluis', and,

to my astonishment, after some time they sent me a

" cheque, which was welcome as my funds were getiing

very low indeed.
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.'When all the penal servitude prisoners were
released and the East Clare election campaign began,
I decided to stay put no longer. I wrote a letter
to the British Commander in Dublin withdrawing my
undertaking to remain in the limited area and sent 1t

off by registered post.

At the end of a week I:made for Dublin, but,
lest I should be arrested at Lisburn or Lurgan or
any of the stations close at hand, I cycled to Scarva,
going through Hillsboro and Banbridge, end took the

train at Scarva..

When I reached Dublin I stayed with the
Figzgeralds for about a week. After three or four
days a D.M.F. men came in one morning and told me
that the order to leave Ireland had been suspended

and'that for the present I could go where I liked.

The Dalys of Limerick had written asking ume
to spend a while with them. I accepted the‘invitation
and arrived in Limerick just after the end of the
Clare electicn campaign. I found there that there
was a great deal of strained feeling between the
officers of the Volunteers, &s theyé€wasg prior to_the
Rising, and & great many people who found fault with
their attitude and action at that time. - I thought
there was ne use in discussing the past, but I
agreed that the complete inactivity of the existing
body of Volunteer officers was wrong.  No appeals
to them were of any use at that point. Although
as a result of the release of the penai-servitude
prisoners and of the Clare electioh a great deal of

activity was beginning all over the country, the
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_ Limerick officers did not mnove.

‘Peadar MacMahon was in Limerick at the time,
having lost the job he had before the Rising, when
he fought in the College of Surgeons. He was
empléyed at accountancy in Daly's bakery. A couple
of other Duﬁlin Volunteers were also employed by the
Dalys, one of them & very good man called Peadar Dunne,
being a bread-server. Jim Doyle was the name of the

other.

After a lot of ﬁalk with Peadar Naclighon,
Peadar Dunne and three or four Limerick people,
including Johnny Sweeney and lMartin Barry, we
decided that it would be. impossible to stir those in
charge of the existing Volunteer body in Limerick to
acéion. We then agreed that the only thing to do
was to organise a second Battélion, and we set about

doing it. In various plaées we called meetings.

We called one, for example, under some pretext in

the existing Volunteer rooms, and got 2 crowd of
young men who were not in thée Volunteers and were not
being encouraged to join. i spoke to them at length,
and so did some of the others, and they agreed to
form a Company. We then fixed a place outside the
city where they could drill, and Peadar Macliahon
arranged for a drill instructor for them. kore meﬁ
were got in, and ultimately elections of officers were
held. A 1little later, on the outskirts of the city
on the road towards Nenagh at a place called, I think,
the Pike, I held another meeting and got a second

Company established. A third meeting was held in a
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guarry on the outskirts of the city, not far from
the railway station, and a thifd Company was
established. I remember that in sach case it
proved very difficult to fix on a suitable drill night,
especially was it so in-the third Compeny, which we
formed in the quarry.  Between Sodaliti€s and
Confraternities there was not so much as cne night
in the week in Which everyone was free. I 4o not
suppose there is any éity in Ireland which has so

many religious societies as Limerick has.

Ultimately we formed four Companies on the
same grqund as the existing Voluntee: Battalion.
fhese Companies after a time were proparly organised,
and finally'a Battalion organisation was created.
Before we had got quite so far, however, Thomas Ashe
died, and on the day of his funeral a Volunteer
parade was held.. The old 1lst Battalion headed the
parade, and we followed up with our 2nd Battalion,
which was rather bigger. As proper staffs had not
been appointed at this time, I took charge of the
?nd Battalion and marched at its head. However,
the difficu;ties of carrying on were still so great
that the local men felt that the help of a stranger
was absolutely necessary, and that if I were
arreéted at that stage the 2nd Battalion would fall
to pieces.. Consequently three of them came up and
mafched in line with me so that I should not appear
to be more than a person marching in the ranks.
Mothing I could say would induce them to leave me

by myself.
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A.éood deal of feeling existed amongst the
officers of the lst Battalion because of the formation
of a parallel organisation in the same place, and to
an extent the feeling was reciprocated. It was a
long time before there was the right feeling and

proper discipline in Limerick after that.

T am not sure if we did right in creating the
new organisation; perhaps if we hed continued to
urge the existing officers to undertake souwe activity,
our appeals, plus the changing temperafure of the
country, would have sufficed to induce them to make
the moves that would bring them recrulits and

strengthen the. movement.

IDuring this time I had, of course, no
employment, and, although I neither smcked nor drank,
the very small amount of money that I had was ebbing
away. T asked two or three people to let me knoﬁ if
they heard of any job which I could get. Suvddenly
a letter arrived from the Gaelic League asking me to
go as organiser to West Cork and to cover again the
ground which Dick Muleahy had covered as a Gaelic
League organiser shortly after the Rising. I 4id not
Teel that I could refusé to accept the offer, and 1
2ls0 felt that I had done all I could in Limerick.
Somé of the Voluanteers, however, thought that the
Gaelic League"s offer had been enginee}ed by Sefn
% lurthuile at the instance of the First Battalion
in order to get me out of Limerick. Seén, peculiarly
enough, was not fully trusted by either of the two
Volunteer organisationslwhich were then operating in

Limerick.
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I went, as instructed by the Gaelic League,
to Bantry and made my headquarters there for the three
or fbur mqnths:fhat I continued in the employment of
the Gaelic League. I religiously visited all the
schools in the area, spoke to the teachers and
occasionally to the children and suggested additional
activities to them. I did not find, however, that
I could do much in the way of forming Geelic Leégue
Branches. The people who wanted activity wanted
Volunteer Companies and Companies of Cumann na mBar.
Consequently, though I was paid by the Gaelic League,
I devoted most of my time teo the Volunteers and Cumann
na mBan, at any rate in the evenings. I started =
great number of small and large Volunteer units and I
succeeded in strengthening a number of those already
in existence, In Castletownbere, where they.had'a
hall, the visit of a stranger enabled the sma2ll unit
already tﬁere.to incréase its numbers. I also was
able to get a unit going in Eyeries, where the
principal local man was Sefn 0'"Driscoll, whom I
afterwards met in Belfast gaol, and who iater on was

in the Civie Guards.

I went By boat from Bantry to Castletownbere.
When I landed I went straight to the hotel before
enquiring for the local people whose names I had.
I had just finished my tea when I was told that the
District Inspector wanted to see me. I went out,
wondering if' there was another arrest coming, but
found that the District Inspector was & man called
Iarnane whom I had known in the Dramatic Society in

Newtownards before he joined the R.I.C. as a Cadet.
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His call was quite friendly, and he told me, what I
now learned for the first time, that in the list of
suspected people issued to the police on the outbreak
of war in 191l my name was the fi:st, the reason
being, of course, that it was in the Antrim County
section and that it began with a "B", I cut short
the interview as soon as I could without insulting the
man. I did not feel that it would be any help to

me locally to have It reported over Castletownbere
that on my arrival I had spent a long time closeted

with the District Inspector.

I went back by road from Castlietownbere and |
made some arrangements with Murt O%Shea in Adrigole
to get a Company going there, and also with his
brother Sefn 0'Shea in ﬁérrycarm. I found a number
of people in Glengarriff also anxious to help. In
various other areas, like Xezlkil, it proved easy %o

get Volunteer units going.

Bantry itself had already a fairly strong
Volunteer Company and a great number of Cumann na mBan.
At that time Volunteer training consisted, apart
from forming fours and the like, in route marches,

and one of the things that plagued the Volunteers in

Bantry most was that the Cumann na mBan insisted on

tréﬂling after them whenever they went on & route
march, a proceeding which subjected them to a certain
amount of derision from the rural population. I
remember conspiring with the local Captain of the
Volﬁnteers in several schemes to outwit, the Cumann

na mbBan and leave them bzshind.
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After 1 had been fairly well over.the Bantry
area and had started one or two Irish classes and a
dramatic society, which arranged to do a play in
Irish, and a larger number of Volunteer units, the
local Sinn Féin org&nisation in West Cork purchased
"The Southern Star®.  Sein Buckley and Peadar o .
Hannrach&in were two of the Directors, so, I think,
was Barney 0"Driscoll, and -some others Whose names I

do not remember. I was asked to go to the paper as

editor and I accepted the offef.

I should say that when I was going from Cork
éo Bantry on my first trip I travelled West in the
train with Michael Collins and Diarmuid O'Hegarty,
‘who were going to speak =t an Aeridheacht in Bantry.
I hed met Collins for a few minutes in the National
L£id office when released from Reading or released from
Arbour Hill after giving my undertaking to go MNortih,
but could not szy that I knew him until the day we
travelled West from Cork. The first time I ever
heard Collins deliver a. public spéech was at that .
Aeridheacht. Ee spoke very vigarouély, but the time
had not yet come wWhen he could grip the crowd.
Although his reputation was growing, It Was by no
means made, and he did not reckon 2s &any more
important than an ordinary local spezker. Gearbdid
po'Sullivan, whom I had not met previously, Was alsc
in the party, but I do not remember that he apolke

at the Aeridheacht.

A week or so before leaving Bantry ifor

Skibbereen where "“The Southern Star' was published,
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I thought I would attend the local Pretestant Church
on Sunday morning, for the purpose of scandalizing the
local Loyalists. I had not been in é churchlin
Iresland since before the Rising and had not realised
that the practice of playing "God save the King" at
the end of the Service had been adopted. Accordingly,
at the end of the service I rose to leave but noticed
that the other people who stcod up remained standing,
and then in a second or two I realised that "God save
the King" was being played. I promptly sat down on
my seat. The local District Inspector was in uniform
a few feet away from me, and I saw others scowling

at me. In consequence either of that or of the fact
that it had been reported that I was drilling
Volunteers more than organising Gaelic League Branches,
I had an official visit from the District Inspector,
accompanied by a Sergeant and two or three policemen.
The District Inspector read out to me a dogument
referring to the original order of 1915 that I should
leave "the following area, namely Ireland", and
instructing me either to leave Ireland or to go to

the area marked on the map originally shown to me in
Arbdur Hill, and remain there. I made no comment

and gave no indication of what I intended to do.
However, I went on to Skibbereen & couple of days

later and took up editorship of the paper.

Seamus O'Brien was in charge of the accounts
and of the business side generally, subject to my
supervision. I found that the paper had been

practically bankrupt before Sinn Fé€in purchased it
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for a few hundred pounds. Actually it was bankrupt
only because for some years previously the Board had
consisted entirely orf priests who woul@ not‘proceed
against the people who owed money to tlie paper an%
were not paying. Seamus O'Brien and I set to and

sent out solicitor's letters or civil bllls to a large
number of people, and very soon We: got in more‘money
from what had been regarded as bad debts than

covered ‘the total amount paid by the new Sinn Fein
company for the whole concern. There was & Father
Boyle of Headnesford who for years previously had‘
advertisements in the paper for subscriptions to his
church, and advertisements being always headed, "Lourdes
and Headnesford". BHe had taken advantage of the fact
tnat the old Soard of the company consisted entirely
of priests and he had never paid, O'Brien and I '
sent him a solicitort*s letter and thréatened court
proceedings, and we got about £60 from him immediately.
We were, therefore, very quickly in a position to
remove any doubt about the paper being able to carry

O@l.

We had some difficulties in obtaining
newsprint, but once we had money in hand s2nd could
pey in advance we. overcame those difficultiles.
Generally the whole prospect looke¢ easy and

interesting.

It was at that point that I went over definitely
in favour of Roman type for Irish. Before I took

charge & weekly half column in Irish had been set up

| by hand, and 1t was impossible to increase the space

given to the language unless the linotype was used.
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Both linotypes were needed for matter in English,

and we could not afford to have a magazine of Irish
type fitted. to eilther of them. Accordingly T
proceeded to get additional matter in Irish -

a substantiezl amount of it supplied by Peadar 0
Hannrech&in and four or five local teachers of Irish -

set up on the linotype in Roman type.

After T had been six weeks or so in charge of
"The ‘Southern Star® I arrived one day at my lodgings
for iunch, and before I sat down the local District
Inspector, with.a body of police, arrived. to arrest
ne for breaph of the: expulsion order. I think it
mast have been in February or perhaps early in March.
The: year was 1918,

I was taken to the railway station to await
departure of the train for Cork. Very few people
saw. us driving to the station but the word that I
had been arrested spread rapidly through the town
and crowds; began to come up to the railway station.

I was taken intc the waiting-room and a large number
of police: guarded the: approaches. When the train
drew into the station the police asked me to walk
across: to the carriage, which I refused to do unless

I were taken by the: arms. I did not resist, but the
sight of me being, as it were, forcibly brought across
the platform arocused the crowd. As the: train moved
out, some stone-throwing began and one of the stones
came through the window and past my ear.  Fortunately

I was not cut.
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The arrest took place on Saturday at midday,
and I 1mmedﬁately'determine&,to Join in the hunger-
strike which at that time was being carried on by
three or four prisoners in Mount joy. I found no
difficulty at all in refusing food or drink, I was
| not sufficiently informed about the technique of
hunger-striking at the time to know that the hunger-
strikers: always: took water, | About the middle of the
day on Mbnday’liwasstransferred up to & hospital cell
and given a spring bed. As I complained to the
doctor oﬂ'coldtI?was also given extra blankets.

Once I was moved up to the sick cell I did not
get out of bed, &s I felt the: cold pretty severely.
My meals: were brought up regularly and placed beside
the bed, but I feit no definite appetite except for
the very first meal which I refused - the supper meal
on Saturday. A large mug of water was always on
the table beside: the bed, but I found no difficulty in
abstaining from drinking either. The effects of the
thirst-strike began to be felt very soon. I found
the skin coming off my lips, and on one occasion
towards the end I woke up and had to put my finger
into my mouth to take my tongue off my palate.

During the last day or so I slept a great deal, and,
although I had: never even tasted stout in my life,
I" dreamed, every time I dozed off, of a huge tankard

of stout with an enormous head on it.

On Wednesday about midday chairs and a table
were brought into my cell, snd two or three military
officeré;came in and looked at the place and went away

again, It was clear that it was: proposed to carry
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" out or at least toopen my cpurt-martial with me in
bed there in the infirmary cell. But after the
military doctor had examined me and repprted that,
as; & result of four days: without either water or food,
I was in an unsatisfactory state, the table and chailrs

were removed,

That night about seven o'clock a warder who
came in to see me slipped meaa‘newspaper in which
it was said that the men in Mount joy were continuing
the hunger-strike and were: taking nothing but water.
My first reaction was to continue with the hunger and
thirst strike as I had begun it. After some time,
however, I sald to myself that I should take one
mouthful of water while I was: thinking the matter over,
Once I began to drink, however, I did not leave the
mig down until I had swallowed the whole pint and a
half, After that I drank normally and felt very
mach better though I continued the hunger-strike for
four or five days more until whatever was at lssue

in Mount joy- was settled.

It appears: that after the train went out of
Skibbereen to the accompaniment of stone-throwing, &
good deal of excitement arose in the town, and at a
meeting held that night strong speeches were delivered.
As: a result of these speeches, Barney 0O'Driscoll,
one of the Directors of “The Southern S{:arm and now
owner of the Killaloe slate quarries, was arrested.

On Monday night a warder allowed me down from the sick
cell to speak to Barney 0'Driscoll through his door.
The warder had no key to ﬁarney“s cell and could. not

let us come together. He also asked me not to speak

in a loud voice, so we could not have much of a
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conversation.

Ahbut.a week after the hunger-strike was:
finished I was court-martialled. I was charged with
having peeg found in the town of Sklbbereen contrary
to an order under the Defence: of the Realm Act.

I was sentenced to one year's imprisonment.. At that
time pm;sonersahad been pembved from Mountjoy to
Dundalk. A great number of arrests were belng
effected and all Sinn Féiners were being sent to Dundalk
¥ was, however, kept for about a fortnight in Cork. .
Anmongst the people who visitgd.me a number of times

there was: Sefn Jennings. J.€. Dowdall also visited me.

Ultimately I was taken up to Dundalk, where I
discovered that the question of providing a Protestant‘
Ghaplgin was the cause of the delay In sending me

there,

In Dundalk I found Michael Brennan, Seén
Treacy and Seamus 0'Neill, who had been the three
first in, Oscar Tra§nor, Dick McKee, Paddy Sweeney
of Dublin, Terence MacSwiney,; a group of men from
Westport, half a dozen local men, Colivet and. Jim
McInerney from Limerick, and Disrmuid Lynch. Michael
Brennan was Commandant of the prisoners. I think
we mast have: been about one hundred strong when the
prison was full., We divided ourselves into messes
and had our meals: four or five together in a cell.
I was: with Sefn Treacy, Michael Brennan and Seamus
Ot'Neill. That was the first time that I got to know
Sefn Treacy well., Paddy Sweeney organised a so-called

secret society known as“"The Roughs and Toughs", with
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initiation ceremonies, secret signs: and passwords.
Someone got up an opposition body called "The: Ku
Klux: Klan", into which Dick McKee, Michael Brennan

and I, amongst others, were initiated,

There were one or two warders who were very
friendly to the prisoners and were Sinn F&iners in
their way . At least one of them had promised that
if conscription was to be applied he would, at any
cost to himself, find the means: of letting us all out.,
He was: Frawley from Killonan in County Limerick.

While in Dundalk I remember Terry MacSwiney
talking to me about the surrender of the arms in
Cork, He told me that they had been put in charge
of, I think, the Mayor, for safe keeping and on the
understanding ﬁhat they would not be touched by the
British. I may say that the account he gave me
of the affair, struck me as not being quite caﬁdid.
It was: the only time that I can remember Terence
MacSwiney telling me something which I. took to be:
false. Apparently, for various reasons, the:
surrender of the arms in Cork during Easter'ﬂeek was
a matter which preyed a good deal on his mind, and he
regretted. taking whatever line he took &t the time.
His: remarks to me: in Dundalk Gaol came foreibly back
to my mind when Annie MacSwiney told me of his last
message to Cathal Brugha & day or two before he died
on hunger-strike.. The message, as far as I remember,
ren something like the follewing: "Cathal, this blots
out the Eitterness of Easter Week", I saw & great
deal of Terence MacSwiney during our period in Dundalk,
more as: it happened that I had seen of him in Reading.
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The principal item of interest during the
period we were in Dundalk was the marriage of Diarmuid
Lynch. He was to be deported as: an American citizen
at the end of his: sentence, He 'was: engaged to be
married and knew that if the marriage 4did not come
off before he was: sent out of the country, the girl
would probably be refused a passport and not be able
to join him. He made application to the Castle
for leave to get married in the prison Jusﬁ before
the end of his: sentence. He got back from the
Castle a rather nasty letter asking what special
reasons: he: could glve in support of his application.
This annoyed him very much, and I think.it was at
least partly in consequence of the tone of the
official letter that he determined to outwit the:
authorities. A priest who was a friend of his
visited him along with the girl and her sister.

They asked, by arrangement, to see Michael Brennan
and, I think, Frank Thornton and another along wWith
Biarmiid Lynch. The rule then was: that the
Prisoners went behind & reill held by & trestle which
stretched along one side of the room and the: visitors
stood behind another rail on the opposite: side of

the room. The priest stooped under the rail and
brought the girl with him, saying, "I want to talk

to you two." The warder did not like to objJect to
the priest doing this, and stood by . Meantime
Michael Bremnan and Thornton'talke&:in 1oudivoiceé

to tﬁe girl's gsister across the way. The pries£ put
his arm round the necks of Diarmuld Eynch and the girl

and pretended to be carrying on a whispered conversatlon
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with then. The warde; spotted nothing and the visit
came to an end. Word that the pair had been
married passed round amongst the prisoners, but the
warder heard it only when the priesi’had announced

it outside and word was brought to the Governor.

The Governor was In a state about the
occurrence and suspended the warder, However,
he became satisfied that the warder, Diliane, I think,
was not an accompilice. The Governor himself
apparently got into no trouble with the Castle and
the whole thing blew over., When DRiarmuid Lynch was
being taken away we. demonstrated a bit in the prison,
but we had no real clash with the authorities.

Ultimately we were reduced to about twenty-four
in Dundalk and the police came in to take ﬁ§=to the.
train for transference to Belfast, Some of the
prisoners were going to fight agailnst being
handcuffed, but eventually they agreed to being
handcuffed two by two, as the police said they were
bound to handcuff us unless we gave our word not to
try to esﬁape, which we refused to do. The
handcuffing dfew plenty of attention to us at the:

railway station and on the train,

We arrived in Belfast sometime in July and
found a large number of prisoners there occupying
WA and "B" wings. Austin Stack was the prisoners®
Commandant and Michael Fleming, & brother of Paddy "

Fleming, was Vice Commandant.,

Amongst the prisoners in Belfast were Kevin

O'Higgins, Seamus Burke, who afterwards became
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Minister for Locel Government, Se&n 0 Siothch&in of
the Hospitals Trust, Jack_McKenna of Listowel, Dan
O'Mahoney, the famous: African lion-hunter from
G&sxleisland, Andy Byrne who was at one time in the
early days: Secretary of Sinn Féin,'Eoin O'Duffy, Dan
Hogan, Joe McMahon from Clare, who was bléwn up later
while making bombs in County Wexford, Fionfn Lynch,
Tadhg Brosnan from Gastlegregory; Gaffney, afterwards

a member of the D&il, and James Iennon from Carlow.
Paddy Belton, later on a member of the D&il, was also .
in Belfast. At the maximum our numbers. reached about
two hundred.

There ﬁad been some rows in the prison before
we arrived, and on one occasion at least a warder
had used his baton on Joe McMahon. The prisoners:
were also carrylng on an agitation for a different
dietagy, and as part of the campaign were refusing to
accept parcels of food from friends outside. The
prisoners from Dundalk had been receiving parcels
thefe, and were discinclined to fall in with the rule
which was in operation in Belfast when they arrived

there.

I might say here by way of a sidelight, that
at that time sugar was ratlioned and was very scarce
through the country, but we in prison were never
without-plenty of it. Opne day in Dundalk when our
sugar supply was; running low and some of the group
objected to Sefin Treacy putting three large spoonfuls
of it into his porridge, Sefin sald that the Lord
would provide and that he was showing his trust in the
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Lord. Ho vas justified 1n his confidence bacnnse
opne of ths group got saven pounds of sugar in Ly the
foranoon post that very dﬁy. oy ‘

A 11!‘.!:-16 bad blood &ross betwoan the men who
had been in Belfast het‘ore ve arrived and the incoming
Dundalk group, and definite zu-teeung was shown by
Austin Stack t.mtﬂs Michael Brenaan who was Commasdant
.of the Dundalk ten., GStack made sons ramarks about
peopls who tried to.get special trestasent i’or Clare
Een on all occas!.ons.

A fow days after we arpived u play entitled

_“let us Spray* was parformed, ‘about which the only
thing I repenbar vas that Kevin G*fliggins was ona

of t.he sctors and that a 1ad newed Gascoyna n-om

Dun Laoahal.ra, ' )
wad also one of the players., Amongst the etags
propertics figuring prominsntly fa the play was &
Aerge sveet cake, the “no parcels® rule Leving been
relaxed sufficie,nu;' to allow this oms o2lie in.

Unen the play was over and the actors had raceived a
couple of rounds of applause, & rush toolk place fran
the eudience and the cake was seimed, divided and
devoursd. mgaly"aa 2 reault of that demchstmtion
Stack agresd to the “no parcels® rule being abollshed,
and all the priscoors bogRn to Bccept PArcelis.

There ues a "goed daal of uast.e of foot in censeijuence
" of too mich baling sant in. 1 cyself on occasions s=
two op thres pounds of butter being throvn into ¢he
ovill buckets, and, of course, far mdre. ceisarettes

vere supplied than wers reasonibly nocossary. .
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After some time Bamon Fleming was. released,
and tho:question of electing a Vice-Commandant aroée.
As Michael Brennan hadi been Commandant in Dundalk
I thought he would be elected, and mentioned it round
the prison. I found, however, that there was
considerable opposition to him, and a regular campaign
was carried on. One of the most effective pieces of.
propaganda against him was that he was a militarist
martinet who would insist on the galvinised chamber

pots being kept shining.

When the meeting was held In the laundry for
the election my name: was proposed. I tried to
decline, but Stack riled that I could not decline
nomination. - I think that perhaps the reason my name
was put up was: that soon after coming to the prison
I had started a weekly manuscript magazine which was
read every Sunday afternoon to the assembled crowd
in the lasundry. We called it Glor na Corcrach.

Tt was, as far as I remember, pretty good. KEevin
O'Higgins regularly contributed a serious: article once
affortnight and a humorous: article once a fortnight.
Jim Burke also contributed regularly, and Terence
MacSwiney contriouted gseveral songs and a number of
serious articles. T generally did the leading
article myself, One of my articles which dealt with
the question of facing the threat of conscription was
sent out by somebody and was published by headquarters
in “An t-Oglach*, In any case, the weekly reading

of the magazine made me well known to all the prisoners

' Consequently when the election ultimately took place

and Stack forced me to stand, on the basls that we
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were all bound to give service as required by the
general body, Michael Brennan asked the men not to

vote for him and I was: elected practically unanimously.

By way of revenge on the people who insisted
on electiné me because they &id‘not want any
militarism. I made the whole regime about four times
as strict as; it had been under Eamon Fleming, and
stricter than it would have been under Michael Brennan.
People afterwards said that tﬁey had: voted for me
because they had wanted a quiet easy life in the prison
and that I bad given it to them in the heck.
Actually, however, regular parades,and strict rules
about washing cells and washing clothes were very
much to the good. There were prisoners who would
have lain in bed half the day if they had not been
compelled: to appear on the nine ovclock morning parade,
There were prisoners also who wouid not have washed
their clothes with any regularity if they had not been
compelled to come down on the appropriate. day to the:
weekly laundry parade, and at least let me see: them

putting their dirty underclothing into water.

‘There was continuous practical joking in the
prison. Keﬁin O'Higgins was one of a crowd of water-
throwers who'causéd great annoyance to many other
prisoners. They often stocd wlth cans of water on
the top: balcony and emptied them down on peopile |
passing below, All sorts of foolish and boyish
tricks: were: played. The practice of forming so-called
secret socleties which had exlsted in Dundalk was also

to the fore in Belfast. A "No collar™ brigade: was
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formed and men went round the prison taking the‘collar
ahd tie_off anyone whom they found wearing them.

Some little friction_arose with the authorities because
on one occasion a warder was seized and the collar
taken off him, The result of the actlvities of the
"no collar" brigade was the formation of a society known
as the mcollgr and tie"™ society. One morning about
half-past nine when thé men were dismissed after the
morning parade in the yard a large number of them
suddenly disappeared. They came back wearing their
shoes and trousers but nothing else except collars

and ties round their ba;e necks, One friendly

warder spoke to me about this\incident and told me

how humllisted he was at seeing men going around the
yard l;ke half-naked savages, &s he said, with all

them Orange warders looking at them™,

-

The "“collar and tie" men, of whom Kevin
OFHiggins wés one, being véry lightly e¢lad had an
advantage in the water-throwing contests over their
rivals. I have a picture of a man being held down
on the ground by four others while Kevin poured a .

" large bucket of water over him, beginning at his head
and going slowly down to his toes.

Terence MacSwiney was not very long with us
in Belfast. The first and only time I saw his wife
was while we were there., She cane up'tb Belfést
for about a‘fortnight and came to see him every day,
asking occasionally for some other prisbner who
was: a friend of his to share the visit. The

regular thing was & visit per week for each priscner,
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but in a case like this the authorities allowed daily
visits. Alsq people like Austin Stack and myself
who held office aﬁbngs& the prisonerszwere allowed
to see anybody who asked for us. We sometimes: had
two or three visdts per day. There was apparently a
very iarge Branch of Cumann na mBan in Belfast, and
Between members: of th&t Branch and people from

outside all §risoners had one visit a week at any rate,

& lot of the prisoners had hopes: of a German
victory almost up to the date of the Armistice, I
remember While we were in Dundaelk during the last big
German push we all thought the.British'were going to
be forced to abandon the: Channel ports. Right up)'
to the end, although things: had begup to look bad,
hope continued’ amongst the prisoners. When the:
mrmistice finally came there was a great atmosphere of
gloom throughout the whole place. However, when
the cheering began outside: the prison, some of our
mén got on to the laundry roof, from which they
could see out into the Shankill Road, and waved a
Tri-colour, but some amongst the crowd sppesred to
have catapults and pebbles began to fly round the
men on the roof and ultimately they had to abandon
their pngition. Then the: warders shut us in from

the yard.

Immediately afterwards. the selection of
candidateslfor the general election began to he
canvassed, . Ebin O'Duffy at one stage asked .me Iif
I would standifor-Mﬁnaghan. The reason that xiwas

considered was apparently a quarrel between Dr. Ward
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and Sefn MacEntee or between their supporters.
MacEntee's. people belonged. to North Monaghan and he
wishedlto stand for that Constituency. Dr. Ward

and Dr, McCarvill oppose&.him, Dr, Ward being
anxious; to stand himself., The affair became so
bitter that, in order to win the election in &
Constituency with a substantial Unionist vote

and a,fairly strong Hibernian opganisation, it was
necessary to br;ng in a stranger to whom there was no
local objec;ion. I had never been in Monaghan
except for the week I spent in Father @ Cciarfin's house
waiting for my arrest, but apparently thet slight
conneétion, aS;phings:were at the time, sufficed to
get me selected. Ultimately I was visited by Seén
Keenan, the local solicitor who had been appointed.
Sinn Féin election agent and signed whatever papers
had to be signed. I then wrote an election address.
I gave it to Fionfn Lynch, who was having a visitor,
to be smuggled out for publication. The visitor was a
De Ia Salle Brother who was: a very nervous man, and
as ﬁe left the cell the warder said something to him
about not taking anything out. The: Brother became
frightgned that pe might be searched and handed up my
election address. The result was that I was summoned
to the Governor's office next day and told that I had
comnmitted a breach of the pegulaticnS'by attempting

to smuggle the address out. I had no option then but
to ask the Governor if there was anything objectionable
in it. Hg said there was pot, and after some talk

he agreed to let it go out 1n the ordinary course.
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Before this;had happened all regulations
within the prison.had broken down in consequence of
the 'flu epidemiq. Previous to the 'flu we had
been iocked in our cells every_night from seven
o'clock onwards. When & lot of the men fell sick
during thg *flu we raised a great rom'aboﬁt the
possibility of people dying in the night without
getting attent;on, and the Governor agreed that cells
might be left open all night so that Orderlies might

Am&ke the rounds:.

Very few escaped the 'flu.’ up to afceftain
point we had full paredes every day., Then there
came a morning when half a dozen were sick. By the
time the evenlng parade was reached the half dozeﬁ had -
grown to twenty. gt last, out of the two hundred
men in the prison ba?ely thirty were on thelir feet..
Stack fell 1ill early. I visited every cell each
day but fortunately did not fall 111, A lot of the
prisoners were pretty bad, with g great deal of
bleeding from the ﬁose. Two men went off thedir
heads and had to be removed to a mental institution.
We had, however, no deaths. Part of the reason

for this may have bgen that the prison authorities

supplied brandy with the greatest liberality.

Before the general election sctually came on

we planned an escape, hoping to bring it offra‘few

| days: before the voting. The whole plan was made

re;atively easy by the fact that we were never locked

upe. One prisoner had been allowed to bring
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in a fretsaw for hobby work that he was doing.

With its help we were able to cut up some bedboards to
make telescope ladders. Father McGeehan the
assistant chaplain, who: 1s: now. Bishop of Down and
Connor, brought in nuts, bolts, hacksaws:; and footprint
spanners: to us. Two telescoping ladders: were made
out of bedboards, the sections when extended being
bolted together. Finally all plans were ready for an _

escape.

A& group of men who had only a few weeks to
gerve had formed themselves into & band, and they
performed with tin drums and whistles in the eircle
every night, as they would do on the critical night
to cover any noise that might be made while we were
taking the bolts off the back gate with the footprints
spanners., We were to go over the wall, with the
help of the telescopic ladders and of ropes made
from sheets, which would enable us: to descend on the
far side of the wall into the grounds of St.
Malachi's College. Unfortunately a few days: before
the date fixed. for the escape one of the Collisons
of Toomevara was released aﬁd he reported the whole
matter to Volunteer Headquarters., Headquarters,
instead of leaving well enaough alone and letting us
get through the Falls Roadi district of Belfast and
out into the country as best we could, declded that
the scheme must be posiponed for a week when they
would have made arrangements made for motor cars to

bring us all sorts of places.

Just five minutes before the outer gate was
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locked which would cut us off from the men in the
hospital who were to act with the resit, Father
McGeehan arrived with a Volunteer message to me that
the escape must be postponed. I just had time to
get across to the hospital before the gates were

locked to tell Michael Brennan not to act that night.

As a consequence of the preparations made,
some of the "lagst who did orderly duty had noticed
earlier in the evening that sheets were missing
from some of theacellé. However the news.got out,
the prison authoritlies learned before the next
night that an escape had been planned, and a
military plcket was posted at the only point where
we could have got into the grounds of St. Malachit's,
That finished the attempt to escape, but it left -
all the men bursting for some sort of a fight with

the prison authorities.

At this time there was in the "eriminal® wing
a man called Doran from County Down who had been
sentenced for some politicel offence but was; kept
anongst the ordinary prisoners., Cur men determined
to bring him over to our group. When lBss was; over
on a perticular Sunday they managed to block the
warders at the chapel door. Doran, accecompanied
by one of our men, pushed‘his;way out of the chapel
and came acrossi to B Wing. In case: of an lmmediate
search, 1t had been arranged that he would go up:
between the roof of the cells and the slates. There

was: a trapdoor 1ln the roof of the lavatory.

While the rest of the prisoners were out at
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Mass 1 had got three or four tables from the cells:
and made a platform on which.stools could be set so
as to enable a man to get up through the trapdoor.
I also had some food and dfink and blankets placad

ready.

When Doran and his companion came through they
rashed to this; lavatory cell. With the help of the

other man and myself Doran got up through the trapdoor.

.Then I helped the other man up and Doran reahced

down for him, I’ then handeq up the food and blankeis
to them, They closed the trapdoor and I quickly

got the tables and stools back to the cells to which
they beléngedr

When the warders arrived there was no trace
of Doran anywhere in our wing. They did not, however,

make a really exhaustive search. We were afraid

. of police being brought in, and Doran and the other

prisoner remained up under the: slates all day.
Meantime we adopted the pollcy of warning the
warders: not to look into any of the cells as they
passed by.' Later on the tﬁo prisoners came down
from their uncomfortable hideout, when it seemed to
us: that no immediate incursion of the R.I.C. was
going to take place.

Christmas: came on and although the authorities
knew perfectly well that Doran was with us, the
warders:,, having been warned not to look for him,
took care not to do so and Doran kept out of the way.
Meantime we had been considering what we should do

in case a blg search was conducted., We decided:
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that the thing to do was to isolate ourselves in “B"
Wing. There were heavﬁ weights on the ol&fashioﬁeé
mangles; in the laundry which were of the kind in
which pressure ;s applied not by a spring but by
weighted levers.' These weights; were at least 56 lbs.
each. We decided that with these weights it would
be easy to break the metal steps of the stairs and
also the slate floor gallery which connected "B" Wing
with ™A% and “C* Wings. Accordingly we brought the
weights into thé first floor of “B* Wing. Meantime
the cold war atmosphere was:warminé and saveral of
the prisoners found that the metal steps could be
removed from the stairs, 5o We took a good few of
them out.,. Moreover we put up & berricade on the
stairs: so that the police could not come up quickly.
We also built barricades: on the slate balconies.

so that the police would not rush in from the other
wings: end take us: unawares, The authorities,
however, apparently decided not to teke any action
over Christmas;, and several days passed quietly.
Meanwhile we kept men watching from variou33vantage
points: to get an early glimpse of any R.I.C. men Who
might be coming, and these men had instructions to
communicate with me immediately, Gne morning I was
in m& cell when a man burst in to me with the news
that the R.I.C. were coming. I rushed round the
place blowing my whistle, The men Who had begn sick
in hospital Were_all on thelr feet at the time.
They ran in to us. A fellow called Nugent from
Keady area was: having a bath in the wash-house when

he heard the whistle. He jumped out and ran for
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the main building, stark naked and drippling WEt,!with

his: clothes under his: arm. He just made the

passage by half & minute. The men with the half-cwts.

get to ﬁork immediately and broke wide gaps in the
galleries, and broke or knoéked out the remaining
steps: in the stairs up to the first floor. Once
fhe breaking started, nothing would stop the men.
Somebody had already noticed that the heavy railing
round the galleries. could be moved & little by
shaking. A row of men started to sway the railing.
At first it moved very little, but as: they worked it

got looser and finally it was moving several inches.

 They worked harder and in- another minute or two

about twenty tons of it went down with a crash,

breaking some of the flags on the ground floor and

~going into the cellar passage. _ Once the breaking

started all the railingsfwere pushed down, Then
some of the men climbed up through the trapdoor in
the lavatory celling and proceeded to move over the
arched ceilings: of the upper cells and knock the
slates off the roof,

411 Crumlin Heoad had heard the noise in the
prison, but did not know what was; golng on. They
could, however, see the slates;flying off the roof.

I went up through the trapdoor and by the time I
arriveq I found that about half the slates were gone,
An R.I.C. party came out into the yard and threatened

to fire so I brought the men down.

A new fear then struck me, that the slates
having been taken off the roof the R.I.C. would try

to invade us by that route. Joe McMahon was a
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carpenter-and he put up a kind of under-lid on the
trapdoor. He used up & lot of bedboards -and
fastened the under-lid so firmly with props from the
floor that it wouid take people coming in from the
roof a long time to get down. Then the idea arose
amongst us that the water would be cut off,-as;it
actually was a little later for a period of twenty-
four hours. Meagtime all vessels that would hold
water were filled. Another scare was that the R.I.C.
would fire through the big end window and prevent us
moving from cell to cell, so Barricades were put

up against it consisting of bedboards and mattress.,
One of the humorous incildents: connected with this:
was that 2 man called Dan Domigan from Keady, who
had made a great deal of fun of Kevin O'Higgins
earlier, had brought in a feather mattress for
himself and was tremendously annoyed when his
mattress was selzed &nd‘s$ufféd into thisi rough

barricade on the window,

X did not mention Domigan before. He wes
one of a small group of prisoners from Keady, aﬁd
he hadi&.wonderful sly sense of humour, He
approached Kevin 0'Higgins one day and told him
that when the.Keady prisoners got out there would be
bands and a torchlight procession to meet theg,’and
that he, as the leader of the group, would be called

- upon to make & speech. He sald he wished to do

Justice to the occﬁsion and asked Kevin to write a
speech for him, Kevin thought this would be a good
chance to make &-hare of Domigan and proceeded to

write an absurd "high-falutin® speech that would have
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made an absolute joke of Uap in the eyes of
intelligent people if he had delivered it. Dan,
apparently, was; delighted with Kevin's effort, and
spent an hour nearly every day for a fortnight
discussing it with him, suggesting improvements,
additions: and exeilsions. Kevin often told us about
the amusing interviews he had "with this: gaum®.

Then one day in the prison somebody suggested a
County Council élection. Dan Domigan was. proposed
as & candidate, aﬁd proceeded to make an excellent
fluent speech, showing that all the time he had been
codding Kevin while Kevin thought he was codding him.

Before we found out what Domigan was like he
had fun with some other prisoners, For instance,
he wrote an effusive letter to Austin Stack stating
that when he left the prison he was going to leave his
feather mattress behind and asking Stack to do him
the honour of accepting it.  Stack thought Domigan
was & simple fellow, who meant this: as & compliment.
Cther people, I believe, were also privately
promised the feather mattress by Domigan. The
end of the mattress was that it fell from the
barricade on the first floor on to the ground floor,
and during the siege was completely destroyed by
having slops and every sort of rubbish thrown down

on it.

Having secured adequate water supplies for
at any rate some days, I had a consultation with Stack.
and we brought the men together and. warned them that
if soldiers came in they were not to throw anything

‘at them or engage in any fight, but simply to accept
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the fact that the rising was over. _we waited for
some hours, but no soldiers appeared. We then
became anxious about food and decided to collect all
that the various pfisoners had, put it together in
one cell and ration it out. . As it happened, nearly
all the prisoners: had had parcels of cooked meat or
fowl for Christmas, and there was really a great
deal of food available amongst us, although there
was practically no bread. Along with Joe Dillon
and Michael Weddick I visited and searched all the
cells, .becayse some prisoners were trying to hold on
to part of what they had, We ultimately got what we
thought would last for about a fortnight with strict
rationing and put it all in one cell under guard.

We told the men to spend a good deal of time in bed.
We served out a meal at twelve o'clock in the day
and another at twelve o"clock at night. We gave
each man about five or éix‘punces of meat and about
two ounces of bread or cake. Somebody had a bag of
rice, and in one of the cells we made a hearth of a
cell door with the iron side up and broke up sone
bed-boards for fuel. One of the prisoners made
soup with bones and the rice, and it was served out
that night. Curiously enough, somebody had flour
and Joe McMahbn made pancakes: of a sort with 1t,

which we also served out.

The prison authorities after one day restored
the flow of water and apparently made up their minds
simply to let us exhaust our rations and surrender
then. We were: so sparing with the food that we knew
we could last a good while,
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Finally Larry 0'Neill, the Lord Mayor of
Dublin, arrived in the prison with Most Rev. Dr.-
MacRory, Bishop of Down and Connor, and proceeded to
neg&tiate. Stack and I went down the banlsters of
the stairs to them, and several interviews took
place. TUltimately it was agreed that we should
- surrender, and that Doran - over whom nominally the
row had begun - wWould get_political treatment.

We; however, who had never been locked up, day or
night, in cells since tﬁe tflu epldemic, had to

agree that we should be locked up at night, as: we had
been before the: 'flu. Finally, after several
interviews between Stack and the mediators the
dispute was settled. We moved across with our -

possessions to "C* Wing.

A

The atmosphere, however, was uneasy. Some
of the prisoners could not be controlled. One man
called Tommy Fitzpatrick from Cavan, on & couple of.
occasions: during the night set'his:linen sheet
alight outside the window. . A little later %he
Governor_complained of this misconduct, and Stack
and I agreed to try to stop it.' Once: in the middle
- of the nighf Fitzpatrick, who had some small bars of
iron in his; possession, proceeded to make holessin_
the wall of his cell. Stack was summoned, but
Fitzpatrick refused to give him any satisfaction.
For some reason Fitzpatrick was very friendly with ne,
and Stack asked the warders: to unlock my cell and
bring me down. Yhen I went down Fitzpatrick said

that he handed me an iron bar. We went back to



our cells thinking the row was over, but actuaslly
Tommy had & second bar, with which he began to
operate agaln an hour or so later. We heard him
hammeping away, but we were not brought out of our

" cells.

The following morning the R.I.C, searched our
cells: and removed the extra furniture from them,
We were informed that political treatment was
suspended and that if we went out into the yard we

would have to exercise under supervision.

The men immedlately began planning some new
activity. A man called Higgins, who is now
running a typewriting business in Nassau Street,
had noticed that it was quite easy to break down
the iron doors: by putting a book in between the jamb
and the door itself and swinging it strongly, and |
that had been done extensively during the post
Christmas: revolt. Somebody else had discovgred
that by taking the middle board from a bedboard
it wés possible to have an obstruction running from
the door to the opposite wall. Word was passed
round amongst the men that they were to loosen the
middle board in their bedboards. It was arranged
that on the following Sunday morning immediately the
men came back from Mass that they should barricade
their doors: In this way. Actually there was
nearly being a hitch, because I was usually taken
out to the Protestant Service about five minutes
after the men came back from Mass, On this

particular Sunday morning I barricaded my door
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immediately the others: came back in order to prevent
myself being taken away from the crowd. Some of the
men who came back from Mass did not barricade their
doors ag promptly as they ought to have, and if the
warders: had been spry when they discovered what I
had done and had unlocked the doors and sprung the
locks the whole plan would have been defested, but
actually, a2lthough the warders. were suspicious, they
were not prompt_enough and ultimately all the doors

were barricaded.

When the doors were barricaded all of us,
havigg previously got pieces. of iron, proceeded
to try to make passages through the walls to each
other's cells, Personally, though I got a number
of stones: and bricks out, I did not go much distance
towards: making a useful hole, but some of the men
succeeded and were actually able to crawl through
to the next cell. As soon gs_tne prison authorities
learned what we were doing R.I.C. were brought in and
they proceeded to smash down the doors., The whole
business: took three or four hours. As soon as each
goor was. finally knocked down & number of R.I.C. men
came in to each cell and gradually we were all
handcuffed. We were hendcuffed with our hands
behind our backs. That was the only time I had
experience of such a thing. While 1t céused no
inconvenience for a while I found that after a few
hours it produced a rather severe pain at the'points
of the shoulders and down the shoulder-blades., We
were kept like that for several days, the only

relaxation being that the handcuffs were changed and
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we were handcuffed in front for meals and at night.

After the doors had been sledged down we were
removed: to another wing and were given cells in which
there was no breakablg furniture, nothing except &
mattress: on the floof. It was: rather uncomfortable
at night, because the weather was cold and one found
it hard to get the clothes right over one witﬁ the
hands: handcuffed even in front. For fear anybody
should fall if he got up in the dark, the
‘authorities put a.nightlight in each cell. After
four or five days, however, the handcuffing ceased,
but we were kept locked up fqr several weeKs more,
in fact until I was released. I believe that the
other prisoners were kept continually in cells for
two of three more months until some of them were

taken over to a prison in England,

After I was released from Belfast Gaol I
came without delay to Dublin, A meeting of the
D&il was in progress and I met various peorple.

De Valera asked me to go to lunch with him, and after
talking for a while about his plans: for working the
Dail he asked me would I jJoin the Government as
Director of Trade and Commerce, I bad been
intending at this point to go back to Skibbereen,
but Michael Collins had said to me that I ought to
stay in Dublin, and had in fact told me the day
before that he and others would look out to see if
they could get me a job in Dublin. Conseguently

I accepted de Valera's offer, and my appointment as:
Director of Trade and dommerge was confirmed by the

D&1l a day or two afterwards.
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While I was editing the manuséript journal in
‘Belfast Gaol I wrote an article which dealt with the
attitude to be adopted in case an attempt were made by
the British to apply conscription to this country. A
nunber of the prisoners thought the article was very
good and asked for a copy of it. This copy was taken
out of the prison by some man, whose term was.expired,
and handed in to Volunteer Headquarters. Apparently
it was printed in "An t-Oglach", and portions of it
were later reproduced in Piaréé Beaslaoi's book on
Collins. I think that this article was one of the
reasons why Collins wanted me to remain in Dublin when
released from Belfast. He had some idea of having me
do a good deal of propagandisﬁ writing. Actually I _
was for a very short time in charge of “"An t-Oglach'.
Piaras Beaslaoi was the editor, but he ﬁas arrested'
for something and was a month or two in prison. The
consequence was that I attended two or three meetingé
of the Headquarters Staff of the Volunteers. I
remember little of any consequence in connection with
mos£ of the meetings. On one occasion we were
meeting in, I think,.Gloucester Street and had not been:
more than an hour there when a message came for Michael
Collins. I gather that it was from the detective,
Macyamara, who was one of his agents. At‘any rate
it appeared that the entry of several of the memberé
into the building had been noted by somebody who
communicated with the Castle. Consequently Collins
directed that the meeting should end at once and that

we should disperse.

The only thing of importance that I remember from

my attendance at staff meetings was Dick McKee's
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probosal for attacks on a British Army parade through
the City which was to be held on, I presume, 1llth
November, 1919. Lord French was to take the salute
at the Bank of Ireland and there was to be a very
formidable display of British forces. Dick MicKee had
the-opinion, which he had expressed on other occasions,
that it would be impossible to keep the Volunteer
organisation alive on the lines on which we had been
proceeding from 1916 up to that point. He accordingly
pioneered the notion of shooting French himself from
across the street when he was taking the salute as the
British forces marched through College Green, and of
later, as soon as the signal had been given in College
Green, firing on the Britisﬁ forces at various points.
This idea commended itself to the Headquarters Staff
éenerally. Though discussions must have faken place
in various small groups I heard no part of them. At
any rate a full meetiﬁg was held a day or two before
the parade was due, the intentidn being to make final
arrangements for the activities that had been planned.
We were told when we met that Griffith had been
informed of the matter and had asked Cathal Brugha to
meet him and discuss it with him. We were given to
understand that nothing further could be done until
Cathal Brugha arrived.. Meantime Dick McKee did talk
a little, in a rather casual way, about tﬁe proceedings
which he envisaged. After we had been together about
an hour and a half, Cathal Brugha arrived and vetoed
the attempt. He retailed to us various arguments
which Griffith had used, amongst them being that the
country was not yet sufficiently firmly on our side
for anything of the kind to be carried out, and that

the effect in America and elsewhere would be adverse.
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Tt is worth noting that, although Cathal Brugha
attacked Griffith very fiercely during the Treaty
debates, he had at this time great respect for
Griffith's political judgment, and very freguently
deferred to him in a marked way on matters of general
policy, as he was accustomed to defer afterwards to
de Valera. This meeting, of course, took place many
months after I had become Director of Trade and

Commerce,

For a time after my appointment as Director of
‘Trade and Commerce my office consisted of part of a
table in No. 6 Hsrcourt Street, which aléo
accommodated Lawrence Ginnell (who: 1 was, I think,
Director of Propaganda, but whether for the Ddil or
for Sinn Féin I do not remember) and Mr, Ginnell's

secretary.

I had at first no idea of what activities I
'should attempt to undertske. Eoin MacNeill was
| Minister for Industry, and it might have.been hard to
say where Industry ended and Trade and Commerce began.
It soon became apparent, however, that MacNeill had no
intention of funetioning. He not only did not
attempt to create a department, but he practically never
attended a meeting of the Ministry. As far as I
remember, he was present at only two meetings altogether
before the Truce. My range, thérefore, was, in
practice, Industry aﬁd Commerce in so far as it was

anything.

A man called O'Leary from Wexford came to see me
and said the Ddil should take steps to promote a
dressed meat trade with Britain. His arguments

impressed me very much, and I visited the small
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dressed meal factory at Wexford. But before I could
do more than summon, in conjunetion with Robert Barton,
a meeting of farmers in Waterford, the British soldiers
raided No. 6 Harcourt Street. Collins escaped to the
roofas, but I was arrested along with Paddy 0!'Keeffe, the
Secretary of Sinn Féin. After a day or two in the
Bridewell, we were taken to Mount joy where we were keﬁt
for a month or two before being tried. At that time
the policy was that untried prisoners did not go on
hunger-strike but that men went on hunger-strike when

sentenced,

A warder, who was very friendly and was in charge
of prison repairs, came to me and said that Collins
was prepared to make arrangements for my rescue. As,
however, I knew that I had been arrested because of a
letter for Dick Mulcahy which had been handed to me by
James Kennedy of Nenagh, and which had been found on
me in a police search half-an-hour afterwards, and as I
did not know what was in the letter or what propegandist
use might be made of it, I said that I preferred to be
court-martialled. When I was brought up for
preliminary hearing I learned the contents of fhe
letter for the first time. It advocated a system of
attacks on the parents and relatives of R.I.C. men,
which was something of which I completely disapproved.
I said at the court;martial that I had no knowledge of
the contents of the letter until it was read for me at .
- the preliminary hearing and that I disagreed with
everything in 1it. As the policeman who first searched
me had put the letter back in my pocket without re;
inserting it in the envelope and as the District

Inspector who followed him did not notice the empty
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envelope, Dick Mulcahy's name did not come into the case.

The:seﬁtence of the Court was one year's Iimprisonment,
and, as others were doing, I immediately went on hunger-strike.
I wvas not more than four or five days on hunger-strike when I
was released and transferred to the Mater Hospital, where I

remained for a few days.

After I was released 1 was about fo visit the D4il Eireann
offices which were in 76 Harcourt St., a house recently
purchased, No. 6 having been left to Sinn Féin. As I arrived
near the house I saw lorries around and realised that a raid was
in progress. If I had been half an hour earlier I should have-
walked into a fresharrest. Collins this time also escaped by
the roof. As a matter of fact he owed his escape to the
circumstance that a memberlof the staff, a Miss Lawless, looked
out the window and saw the soldiers coming, rushed to the front
door and slipped the Yale lock. The result was that the
soldiérs were sufficjently delayed in g etting in to enable
Collins to get on the roof and finally get down by a rather
dangerous jump into the Standard Hotel.. After that, 76 Harcourt

St. was not used by any members of the Government.

Very shortly before mya rrest, and only two days after
the search at the Tipperary Aeriocht at which the Kermedy letter
was taken from me, I had, as a result of my earlier conversations
with Mr. O'Leary, visited the small dressed meat factory which
he was running in Wexford town. I stayed the couple of nights
Iwas in Wexford with Dr. Jim Ryan, who was thaa medical
practitioner in the town. My visit to the factory and my
talks with the other people connected with it convinced me

that O'Leary's ideas were correct.

After I returned to Dublin I got in touch with Robert

Barton, who was Minister for Agriculture. He agreed with me,
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and we jointly approached the I.A.0.5. who were, of course,
eager to have an agricultural industry on a co-operative
basis established. I appointed Joe Dillon, now in the
Department of Indistry and Commerce, whom I had known well in
Belfast Gaol, as an organiser to co-operate with the I.A.0.S5.
in establishing a Farmers' Co-operative Society to inaugurate
a dressed meat trade like that carried on between Aberdeen
and London. A meeting was arranged for Waterfofd City, the
circular inviting large numbers of people whose nameg were
supplied by the I.A.0.S. being signed by Barton and myself.
By the time the day for the meeting é}rived I was on the run,
and Barton, who had been arrested,'was in jail. The meeting
selected Sir John Keane, who was a promineht member of the
Farmers' Union, to be Chairman. I understand that Keane

made some very testy remarks about the absence of the two men
who had called the meeting. However, Courtney, the organiser
of the I.A.0.5., managed to get the meeting going. A4
resolution in favour of forming a co—operative society for the

purpose mentioned was pasSsed, and a committee established.

Joe Dillon, my representative, alohg with Courtney,
representing the I.A.0.S., spent over a year travelling the
surrounding counties organising meetings of farmers, usually
with the assistance of the local creamery managers, addressing
them, collecting subscriptions at the meetings, and going round
visiting individuals afterwards and inducing them to subscribe
for shares. Ultimately, the money necessary was collected.
The féctory was builﬁ and opened and 1s now operated by Clover
Meats. | |

After getting out of prison I opened an office in Fleet
St. We went through the formality of registering what was
called the Irish and Overseas Shipping and Trading Co., Ltd.
as a limited company. We got a huge brass plate and put it up

.on the office door. In addition to this we looked over various
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trade papers for manufacturers on tbe cqntinent who were looking
for agents, and we off ered to sell their goods for them. By
this means we got aygood deal of commercial correspondence into
the office and a large pile‘of samples of all sorts of things
vwhich, as a rule, we never tried to sell, though on one occasion
we did sell some French socap. Meantime, we tried various schemes
to inducé American shipping companies to send ships to Ireland
and to put manufacturers in touch with outside markets. VWe

also appointed a number of consuls abroad. Dermot Fawsitt was
sent to New York as consul, F.L. Kerney was appointed consu%
in Parié, Count O'Kelly wés appointed consﬁl, first in Switzerland
and afterwards in Belgium, and Donal Hales,'a.brother of Sﬁan
Hales, already resident in Italy and married to an Italian,

was appointed consul in Italy. Contacts were effected with
Irishmen in other countries, and informationiw as sought about
opportunities for the sale of Irish goods, or for imports that
were heretofore reaching Ireland through Englanq. I cannot say

that any success worth mentioning was achieved.

Later on, the idea of a boycott of certain classes of
British goodﬁwas developed. Whnatwe did in those cases was to
make as careful inguiries as we could to find out whether Irish
manufacturers could meet the country's needs in a certain
article. We then issued an order to say that British goods of
that kind, whether biscuits or boot polish, should not be sold
here any more. In certain caées, manufacturers were by nho means
thankful for our ordering a boycott of the competing British
articles. The most notable case was that of Messrs. Jacob's.

We 6rdered a boycott of British biscuits, and Volunteers in
various places took action to prevent shops selling'them, but
Jacob's, who were not troubled by the small imports of British
biscuits, were afraid that our action might prejudice their
sales abroad. The result was that the head of the firm, through
Ned Stephens, afterwards parliamentary draughtsman, made an

appointment to meet me and asked that the boycott be.taken off.
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I told him that the boycott was imposed as an act of economic

wvarfare and that nothing could be done m@bout it.

A good number of people had visited the offices of what
we called the Irish Overseas Shipping and Trading Company, Ltd.
and we got the idea that detectives were wétching the premises;
‘consequently, although we continued to hold the office and pay
the rent and keep the brass plate up, wé decided that we should
move to other premisesi We got a big room, through the agency
of Frank Hugh O'Donnell, in Eustace St., not realising at the
time that\we were coming in practically second next door to the
headquarters of the Dublin Brigade of Volunteers. O0'Donnell got
the tenant, a man called Hennessy who was a debts recovery
agent, to sublet the room to him on the pretence that we were
conducting a literary agency in which 0'Donnell was interested.
Some plays of Frank Hugh O'Domnnell's had been produced shortly
before that time, and he was accepted as a man of literary

eminence.

We were not disturbe@ in our new premises in Hennessy's
and continued. in them practically up to the Truce. Hennessy,
after a time, became aware that there was something fishy about
~us - We never had a charwoman in for example - and one morning
i arrived a little late to find the staff packing up and getting
ready for an evacuation because Hennessy had knocked at the door
and told them that the previous night two tall men had come
round to inquire from him who occupied that room. At first
I thought we should clear out, but then the thought struck me
that Hennessy was trying to scare us out by suggesting detectives.
I decided then that the only thing was to scare‘him a lﬁttle,
so I sent a member of the staff.down to warn him solemnly to give
no information abqut us. Ve stayed there for months and were
never suspected. One day we had to stay in the office for
several hours because the police had got to know of the where-

abouts of the Dublin Brigade, and were holding the street and

raiding the house in which it wasg.
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Ve, later, just about the time of the Truce, took an office
in an upper floor of a house in Duke St. A month or two after
the Truce we moved into offices in Grafton’'St. over a shop

then owned by Kelly, now Kelly of Menswear.

During the interval Diarmuid Fawsitt had ceased to be
Consul in New York, and I had got Joe Comnolly of Belfast to

go out in his stead.

The staff thaf I had consisted of t wo tyﬁists; D.J .Donoghue
vho was an accountant and dealt with the cashj Frank Meagher,
who had a gooddeal of commercial experience and pioneered the
Local Authorities Joint Purchasing Scheme; Joe Dillen, Qho
most of the period was engaged on the fresh meat product, and
Mairead Ni Ghrada, afterwards announcer in Radio Eireann, who
interviewed any person in town or through the couﬁtry whom
I could not arrange to meet myself owing to being on the run.
She was very good at the job and could be ;elie?jop to handle

any-negotiation very well.

Like most of the Ministries, except Local Government and
Defence, the work of the Department of Trade and Commerce was
mostly pretence, having no value except a propagandis% value.
The same could be said to my knowledge of thé Department of
Agriculture and of the Department of Fisheries, though money
was expended on purchasing or aiding in the purchase of a number
of fishing boats. Local Government was different because the‘
local councils stood by it. Defence was the one real Ministry.
Justice did something through the Ddil Courts, but, generally
speaking, before the Truce tﬁe Courts were not so widespread
or effective as they might have been, though I felt that Collinsfs
criticisms of Austin Stack in this respect were too severe when
he said at a meeting of the D41l "Your department is a bloody
joke'". Even a more enterprising and active-minded man than

Stack could only have achieved limited results.
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During the first few months that I was in charge of the
Department of Trade and Commerce I was not a member of.the
Cabinet and was called, not Minister, but Director. Shortly
after my appointment I heard from Michael Brennan about certain
I.R.B. activitiés in Limerick and Clare. As we 'now had the Déi}
in existence and a Ministry appointed by the Ddil, I regarded
the continued existence of the I.R.B. as improper. I told de
.Valera all the facts that had come to my knowledge and he was
tankful for tﬁe information. When he was going to America
he left a final instruction that I was to become a member of the
Cabinet. I entertained the idea that he did this because he

wanted another Minister who was sure not to be in the I.R.B. camp.

From the time of de Valera's departure for America until
the Truce I was, I think, at all the weekly Cabinet meetings.
There was from the beginning a certain amount of friction or
tension between Colliné and.Cathal Brugha. It manifested itself
in connection with all sorts of matters. I remember, for instance
that Sceilg, who was very much a yes-man of Cathal Brugha's,
put up certain proposals in connection with the safegudrding of
the Irish language. They were, I thought myself, ridiculous.
In any case Collins threw scorn on them and immediately
Cathal Brugha, who might not have resented criticism of them

by anyone else, proceeded.to counter-attack Coliins,

The Cabinet met in a great many places. It often met in
Mrs. Humphreys', and-sometimes in Madame O'Rahilly's. The first
meeting, for instance, after de Valera's return from America
was in Madame O0'Rahilly's. It met a few times in Tom Montgomery's
in Shrewsbury Road. It met quite a number of times in the house
of Paddy Morgan, the dentist, in South Richmond Street. It met |
very often in Walter Cole's in Mountjoy Square. It met at least
once or twice in the house 6f a man called Geoghegan in

Drumcondra fairly near the canal. It met fairly frequently in

John O'Mahoney's Hotel in Gardiner's Row.
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Collins was always insistent that Cabinet meetings should
be short. Once or twiée when proceedings spun themselves oﬁ%
Collins said: "If we go on with these long meetings we will all
be caught together". His idea was that even if a number of us -
were seen entering one of these houses and word was conveyed to
the Castle, about an hour or so would elapse before a ra&ding

party could a rrive. Consequently, he tried to insist that

meetings should last only about an hour.

Business at meetings was often routine, Ministers making
their reports and some little discussion taking place, but as
the Ministers' activities were mostly semi-fictional, we
received each other's reports without much comment and without
bothering to enter on much discussion. Oné casé that occupied
considerable time was a review of a death sentence for an
ordinary criminal offence. Down in Co. Meath a man who wanted
to grab certain land hired a fellow to fire on the owner when
ploughing. Whether the intention was to kill the ploughman or
the horses I do not know, but at any rate the ploughman was
| fatally wounded. A local Volunteer courtmartial was held. The
gunman was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. The
matter came up before the Cabinet as the authority vested with
the prerogative of mercy. .Madame Markievicz, I remember, was
disinclined to sanction the carrying out of the sentence, but,
ultimately, it was ggreed that,as we were acting as a gavernment.
and as the man had been tried by the only sort of court poséible
and had undoubtedly been guilty of murder, the sentence should

be confirmed. It was duly carried outy, I understand.

Another matter which occupied a good deal of time at one
Cabinet meeting, if not at two, was the imposition of the
Belfast boycott. I thoughtrthat it was a most ridiculous and
shortsighted proposal, and although there was neobody else on
the Cabinet opposed to'iﬁ, I had the advantage of having some

knowledge of the North which none of my colleagues had, and
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was firm in my opposition. I argued so loudly and so stréngly
against the scheme that it was decided to take no action by
way of Ministerial decision but to refer the matter to a forth-
cominglmeeting of Ddil firearm. When the D4il meeting took
place a week or two iatér, Madame Markievicz, who had heen
absent from the Cabinet ﬁéeting, was present and joined with me
in opposing the inauguration of the Belfast boycott. Michael
Staines and one or two other members joined in. Ultimately,
instead of allowing the matter to go to a vote in the D4il
where, as far as I could s ee, the result would have been
doubtful, and where, at any rate, a substantial number of
deputies would go on record as against the boycott, Collins
proposed that it be referred back to the Government. When it
came before the next meeting of the Government there was no
further discussion. They éimply voted the boycott out of hand.
Various people, like P.S. O'Hegarty, have since”eﬁpressed
astonishment that Griffith should have agreed to such a pioneer
act of partition. The truth is that,although Griffith was in
many respects a very farseeing man, he was as completely
ignorant of Northern conditions as the ordinary average
Southerner who has never spent any time in the north-eastern

area.

Mr. de Valera came back:frqm America some time about
Christmas 1920. I was at the time living in Casimir Avenue,
Harolds Cross, and a messenger came to me on, I think, a Sunday
morning telling me that de Valera was home, that he was
interviewing all the Ministers, and asking me to go to
McGilligan's in Leeson St. I went there immediately and, after
& short time, Joe 0'Reilly asked me to go to Dr. Farnan's house
in Merrion Square at a particular hour, 11 or 12 o'clock. When
I arrived, Michael Collins was leaving th& room, having
apparently just had his interview withd e Valera. As I was
leaving at the end of an hour, Desmond Fitzgerald arrived. I

was, therefore, with Mr. de Valera exactly an hour. He asked
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me to tell him precisely what I thought. he -cught to know about

" the situation at home. I do not r emember many of the details

of our conversation except insofar as it déalt with the ending
of the struggle whichwas then in progress. I told him that
it was a question of holding ocut until terms could be got from
the British. It was clear to me that a compromise'was essential.
and I said to Mr. de Valera that I thought there was not a
shade of a shadow of a chance of our getting a Republic. I
understood him to agree with the substance of my remarks.

I was quite positive from that time on that Mr.de Valera was
no doctrinaire republican, and I paid little attention to the
uncompromising note which he sometimes inserfed in speeches
andwittem documents., Indeed, I noticed on various occasions
that what seemed at first glance to be an uncompromising
statement often was gualified by a phrase which would enable
him later on.to recede from the position which he had appeared

to take up.

I gathered that whatever reports had reached Mr. de Valera
about the position at home had shaken him considerably. One
thing he had done before leaving America was to purchase a
cargo of flour, which was shipped to Cork for distribution
amongst the peaple. Apparently Mr. de Valera had swallowed
some s ort of story about danger of starvation. Fortunately
the flour had beep consigned to my Department under the
pseudonym "The Irish Overseas Shipping and Trading Co., Ltd.".
I got the bills of lading from the bank. No publicity was
given to the idea that the flour was to be distributed, othérwise
there would have been an angry howl from those who would have
expected free gifts of it. I sept Mr. Frank Meagher of my
Department to Cork with the bills of lading. He succeeded in
selling the flour to local bakers and merchants, and the price
was lodged in the D4il Account, so that what might have been

a fairly considerable loss was kept down to a few hundred pounds.
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Within a few days of Mr. de Valera's arrival, a meeting of
the DAil was summoned in Alderman Cole's house in Mountjoy Square.
Whatever informétion Mr. de Valera may have reccéived from sources
in America or at home, he appears to have been convinced that
there was a great danger in fhe D4il meetings, that the British
were likely to get information and arrest everybody. Consequently
on the first day on which the D4dil assembled several Ministers
were absent. The members of the Ddil from the country took a
poor view of this, refused to go on with the business lald before
them and adjourned until the next day. By the time the adjourned
meeting assembled, matters had got into perspective and all

members of the Ministry were present.

Mf. de Valera made a long speech which showed evidence that
wrong information had reached America. He seemed to deputies
to hold the view that the pace had become too hot and that the
Volunteers would not be able to stand up for any considerable
length of time to the attacks which were being made upon them.
At any rate, members of the D4dil freely expressed the view that
he wvas trying to "slow down the war", He did not exactly
propose that, but he Suggésted that there should be very much
fewer engagements and that efforts should be made to employ
larger numbers on such engagements as might take place. Of
course that view had no relation to realities. To have attempbed
to employ larger numbers would have been playing into the hands
of the British, while any change in policy which gave the
impression throughout the country that the war was being slowed
down would only have ha@ the effect of undermining the confidence
of the general public. After Collins and others had spoken,

Mr. de Valera withdrew his suggestion.

Roger Sweetman then made a speech which c ertainly required °
considerable moral courage because his remarks were received by
some deputies with Jeers and even open expressions of contempt.
Roger Sweetman put forward the case that the fight was hopeless,

that its prolongation would only lead to unnecessary destruction
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and bloodshed and to much greater demoralisation of the people
than would occur if the fight wvere abandoned before the
Volunteers were beaten to the grouﬁd. He, therefore, proposed
that hostilities cease. He got no seconder for his motion,
and one or two rather insulting speeches were mide. Some
members of the D4il, however, treated his proposal as it ought
to have been treated, seriously and courteously, and pointed
out how mistaken his views were. A day or two afterwards

Mr. Sweetman resigned from the D4il.

I cannot remember if there were many meetings of the D4il
after that. Things were becoming hotter, and it was obviously
becoming more dangerous to bring forty, fifty or sixty deputies
from different parts of the country and have them épend several

hours together in one house in Dublin.

Meetings of the Cabinet, however, were held weekly. I
think the fifst one held after Mr. de Valera's arrival was in

Madame O'Rahilly's house in Herbert Park.

For some time previously Mr. W.T. Cosgrave, who was
Minister for Local Government, had ceased to attend in his office
lest he should lead the police to it. Having been for a
considerable time in public life in Dublin as a member of the
Corporation, and having been brought up in the city, he was
known personally to perhaps one hundred times as many people
as any of the rest of us. Not only had he not gone to his
office, but he had missed a number of Cabinet meetings. He,
however, came to the first Cabinet meeting after Mr. de Valera's
return, and I remember that when he entered the room 211 of us
thought for a mowment that a stranger had thrust his wvay in.

His hair and moustache were dyed black or dark Brown, and his
appearance was therefore very substantially alteréd, certainly
sufficiently to make it @asy for him to go through the ecity
vithout being in any more danger of leading the police than

any other member. In his disguise he attended all the Cabinet
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meetings from that time on to the Truce. Kevin O!'Higgins
also attended. Incidentally, I may remark that that was the
only meeting of any sort during the wvhole period at whiéﬁ-I
saw Collins under the influence of drink. He undoubtedly’
had had too many that night and wasted a good déal of time

of the meeting arguing about points of no importance. I

remember Austin Stack looking at him with what seemed to me
undisguised hostility. I had not realised before that there

was bad blood between the two.,.

One of the few other Cabinet meetings abolit which I can
remember anything definite was the one held on the evening on

which the Custom House was burned. Actuallj, practically no

business was done because Collins arrived very late in a state

" of considerablee xcitement and jubildtion, but he almost

immediately insisted that people had been there long enough

and that we must disperse.

On another occasion at a meeting in Mrs. Humphreys' house
in Ailesbury ﬁoad, some difference arose between Joseph
McDonagh and.myself with reference to the enforcement of
orders for the boycott of British goods, the orders being
issued by me and the enforcement handled by the Belfast
Boycott Committee, for which Joe McDonagh was responsible.

Mr. de Valera asked us to remain on after the others had gone
and to discuss the ﬁatter with him. In the course-of a few

minutes conversation between the three of us a decision was

.come to and vwe vere about to go when tea was sent in by Mrs.

Humphreys; As it was actually put before us we decided that
we should sit down and take itf During tea we had a general
conversation about the prospects for the country in the future.
On that occasion Mr. de Valera said that he held strongly
that we would get the best settlement from the Coalition
Government then in power in Great Britain and that we must

endeavour to negotiate and agree with them before they went

_out of office. .I did feel at the time that Joe McDonagh
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took a more doctrinaire republicen attitude than I was inclined
to take, but neither of us could have been in any doubt as to
Mr. de Valera's attitude at the time. He certainly did: not -
think it was a case of going down fighting unless we could gef
recognition of the republic and complete abandonment of all

British clainms.

Mr. de Valera, at different Cabinet meetings, gave some
account of his activities in America, of his differences with
Jdohn Devoy and the Clan na Geael, and of the split which
developed in the movement there. At one meeting - I think the
first - namely, that in Madame 0'Rahilly's house, he made a
proposal that Collins should go to America, Collins was rather
truculent about the matter and turned dowvm the suggestion that
he should go. Joe McDonagh, speaking to me afterwards, talked
as if he regarded the proposal as an attempt by Mr. de Valera to
get Collins out of the country so that the Tight might be slowed
down. I thought that suggestion was fantastic. However, the

idea was not pursued.

At various meetings Mr. de Valera returned in one form or
another to his experiences in America. On one occasion he talked
about putting up in the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in the suite that
whad .ence béen occupied by the Prince of Wales. Collins eut in
by saying -very brusquely that if he had been in America money
would not have,beenxwasted as it had been wasted by Mr. de Valera.
In genersal, although very little was sald, Collins showed a
certain shortness and impatience.with Mr. de Valera's talk about
America. I distinctly remembef?iﬁlling up Mr. de Valera once
to say that h? had already_told a particular thing two or three
times.

Before Mr. de Valera's return fronm America Griffith had been
arresﬁed along with Eoin MacNeill and others. Archbishop Clune
arrived with a message from Lloyd George, and ne was admitted

to see Griffith and MacNeill in Hountjoy Prison. They suggested

that he go to Miss Gavan Duffy's school in 70 Stephen's Green
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andjthat she would put him in touch with others. When he
arrived at the school Miss Gavan Duffy sent a message to me.

I talked to the Archbishop for some time, but said that I could
not| find Collins. I was sure, however, that Desmond Fitzgerald
knew his whereabouts and could get him quickly. As Desmond

was|at that time having a meeting with a delegation of the

British Labour Party in the Shelbourne Hotel, I asked Miss
Gaven Duffy to go across the sguare and ask him to come at
once to meet the Archbishop. A most singular coincidence
resulted. Miss Gavan Duffy went to ihe hotel and was told that
Desmond was upstairs meeting the Labour people. She knocked at

the| door and was told to come in. ©She entered, and, seeing

Desmond, made a sign to him. EKe came across, and after a
cou&le of mon:~:s whispering with her, turned to the Labour
people and asked them to excuse him for a few minutes. He went

out| with Miss Gavan Duffy and, within five minutes, a raiding

par%y of Auxiliaries had entered the Shelbourne Hotel. The
Eng%ish Labour people were highly impressed with the efficiency
of Bur Intelligence service. Desmond, of course, did not
enlighten them as to the reason he had left at the opportune

moant.

Desmond and I had half an hour's talk with Archbishop Clune
who| did not impress me as a very able man. Desmond then told
himlof some place, the whereabouts of which I have forgotten,

at which he could meet Collins, and I did not see him again.

Ve had a Cabinet meeting after that in the house of a Mr.
Gerfghty, a friend of Diarmuid O'Hegarty's, in Drumcondra,
not| far from the canal. Collins gave an account of his talk

witp the Archbishop and of the latter's proposals, but all agreed

| . - .
that no serious notice need be taken of the matter.. Cathal
Brugha and Collins had some differences of opinion over the

, ‘
talk with Archbishop Clune and snarled a little at each other.
|

Cathal Brugha and Collins never seemed to hit i¥ off.

|
I
|
Catfal Brugha was always very sarcastic with Collins when they
1
|
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disagreed, and Collins was distinctly rough ipt:alking to’
Bﬁugha.

E Cathal Brugha at one stage wanted volunteers for special
wo}k in England. We gathered that he was prepared to lead a
deéachment in a desperate enterprise, Ee said that all who
‘weAt on the expedition would fall, but that the country would
be right after it. He had, I understand, some scheme in mind
forﬂthe assassination of the British Cabinet, or for machine-
gun%ing members of the House.of Commons in their seats. Collins
was&opposed to all these schemes. There were others more
fant?stic s 11l which we understood to inclﬁde one for machine-
gunn%ng the audiences in British picturehouses. Still others
wereaschemes for terrorising the British public by various
form% of arson and sabotage. I may say that although these
scheﬂgs were never discussed at the Cabinet meetings, but only
adver%ed to obscurely and indirectly and seemed to have been

] .
the sgbject of earlier disputes at, perhaps, Volunteer Head-

L

quarters, I regarded them as absolute lunacy, and sympathised
entirely with Collins in the sarcastic exchanges which took

place between himself and Brugha.
!

C%thal Brugha, in my opinion, was a man of very limited
intellﬂgence. I should say that there was hardly another man
in the %hole Cabinet who had not easily twice as much brains
as he héd. On the other hand, he appeared to have unlimited
physicai courage, and he was very determined or obstinate in
whateveg‘line he had taken up. Thepe was a sort of respect for
him becahse of his heroism in Easter Veek, but, mized with that,
was some#hing like contempt for the naiveté of his views.

His only%real "yes-man" amongst the Ministers was "Sceilg" -
JJ. o'Kéaly.

LiamEMellows, who after the Truce was close to Cathal
Brugha be%ause of their joint opposition to the Treaty, always
complaiped of Cathal to me any time I met him. He complained
of Cathal'% rigidity, of his stinginess with official funds,

and of hishcrankiness, and gave me the impression that he found

i
§

|
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hﬁm a most difficult man to work with.
| As we got on towards the summer of 1921, the British

wére obviously more closely on the trail of the Ministry;‘and
p%rticularly,of Collins, than before. Although various spies

wére defected,and shot, it looked as if information must

so@ehoﬁ be'reaching the British Government. On one occasion

Br%tish forces went into Miss Hoey's house in Mespil Road and

weﬁe going to wait there to catch whoever mightigo in during

thé morning. Miss Hoey succeeded in thwarting their plaﬂ by

thr%wing her shoe and breaking the window with it. Incidentally,
| qui?e a number of Cabinet meetings were held in Miss Hoey's hous

Thekvery first one which Countess Markievicz dttended in

diséuise was there. When she came in dressed tg lock like an

old ?harwoman, we were greatly amused. |

l

1On one occasion, when the British were waiting at one of
Colléns's offices = whether it was Miss Hoey'!s house or another
in tﬂe neighbourhood, I do not know - until he would go in the
morn1£g, news that they were there was conveyed to thluskey,
porter of the Land Bank in Leeson St. He ran across to
McGllylgan $ where there were five or six members of the family
ready mobilised as it were. They all went out on various
streets round the place so as to 1ntercept Collins. Ginger
O'Connell I think, was the person who actually prevented
Colllnﬁv:alklng into the trap. His office in Henry Street was
raided?on one occasion. Ultimately, de Valera himself was
arresteé, but was released because by then the British had

decided\on negotiations. The s tory of how the negotiations

vere bréught about has often been told.

|
b

Whe? the Six Counties Parliament was about to be opened
the Brit%sh Cabinet prepared a "war to the hilt" speech for
-King Geo#ge‘to deliver as the speech from the Throne. King'
George hdd other views about the matter, aﬁd, as General Smuts

I
was then on a visit to England, he sent for him. He told
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|
Smpts that he disagreed with the speech prepared by the
| ' ‘
Ministers. Smuts, who related the story to Desmond Fitzgerald,

1
told King George that he quite agreed with him. George then
asﬁed Smuts to prepare another speech, which Smuts did. A few
!
days afterwards evidences of Government excitement manifested

\

themselves, and Smuts, vho had been a member of the British

WarkCabinet, was summoned to a meeting of Ministers in Downing

Str%et, where he was told that an wnprecedented constitutional
criﬁis had arisen. The King, it was said, had not only refused
to éfliver the speech prepared by the Government, but had
prodbced his own draft. Smuts, pretending to know nothing,
askeé to see the King's draft. It was given to him and he made
a prétence of reading it cagrefully over ftwice. Then he said
he tﬁought it was quite'a good speech and that the Government

|
might, do worse than accept it. Ultimately' the CGovernment did

l

~accept Smuts' speech, with a few alterations,, and it was duly

delivéred by King George in Belfast. As it, in fact, called
for n%gotiations, the British took steps by the sending over

l
of Lord Derby, and other measures, to initiate them.

| :
Oﬁce, when I had business in London, I mentioned the

\
question of Smuts' intervention to Churchill. He did not
}!
positiﬁely confirm it, but he left me under no doubt that the
1
StOTYIJ?S true, saying that an unprecedented thing had occurred

in connection withe.
|

I published the story once in the Fine Gael organ "The

Star" or, United Ireland. It was widely quoted in British

papers, %nd some press men cabled Smuts to South Africa asking
him to cénfirm it. He confirmed it obliquely by saying that

the storﬁ was still more extraordinary.

|
The Qabinet meeting which had to consider whether or not
the propoéal for a Truce should be accepted was; I believe,
|
held in either Tom Montgomery's house, Shrewsbury Road, or

. .

Madame O'Rghllly's house in Herbert Park. Cathal Brugha
‘.
IL
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| |
e#pressed a certain amount of reluctance about accepting the
i@ea‘of a Truce or Cease Fire. I remember his saying that the
c%untry had been brought, up to a high pitch of resolution and
th%t if the fighting were stopped it might not be easy to get
th&ngs going again. "Sceilg" agreedxﬂith Cathal Brugha in
thé view that a Truce would be psychologically dangerous.
There were some smiles of amusement when "Sceilg" took up an
ext}eme attitude. He was not highly esteemed amongst his

|

col#eagues. As the discussion proceeded, however, Cathal
Bruéha did not insist too strongly on his viewpoint, and
agréement to the principle of a Truce was obtained without any
realidifficulty. The truth was that at that time when Collins
and'ée Valera were in agreement on any point, there was
prac%ically no possibility that the majority of the Cabinet

woulq go against them.

1
T should mention, by the way, that round about that time a

vacan¢y occurred in the Chancellorship of the National Universidi
1

Profe$sor Tim Corcoran initiated the idea of strengthening the

Natioﬁal movement by having Mr. de Valera elected Chancellor.

Mr. dei Valera was obviously in favour of the plan, but when
l

it was,discussed at a Cabinet meeting he manifested a great
§

deal of coyness and proceeded to argue that somebody who had
!

devoted himself to academic affairs would be more suitable}
!

also th?t perhaps an active politician might not serve the
interes%s of the University best. The result of his attitude
vas thaﬁ he, who actually wanted to be Chancellor, was arguing
againstlﬁhe proposal, while the rest of us, who fundamentally
did not %are a daan were urging nim to accept the post.
Ultimateiy, Collins asked de Valera to cut the cackle and not

{eep us there all night.
1

|
Finally, after the Cabinet had accepted the principle of

a Truce and after Mr. de Valera had summoned representatives

of the Southern Unionists and others to meet him, and had had
3

0 - I . v L]
an 1nterv1pw with Sir Neville Macready, who commanded the
Y .

)
L
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British forces, the Truce was agreed upon. The development was
received with joy throughout the country. I Temember that in
the lane at the back of the house where I lived a couple of

hugé bonfires were 1it and the people remained around them halrl

theinight, dancing and singing.

i
E The long correspondence which ensued between Mr. de Valera
andELloyd George, before negotiations really began, delayed a
deciﬁion so much and produced such a change in feeling at home
thatzthe danger of ultimate civil war began to be manifest.
I reﬁember within two months of the beginning of the Truce
meeténg a University professor, who was a Sinn Féiner but not
actiﬁe in politics - the late Professor J.J. Felan - who had
paid ? visit to West Cork. He told me that there was such.an
attitude amongst certain sections of the Volunteers, and

1 leaders
particularly amongst the truce / who were in some places
behaving like an army of occupation in a foreign country,
that ﬁe felt certain that peace with the British was bound to be

followed by a new struggle amongst ourselves.

B?fore the Ddil met to discuss the appointment of
plenipotentiaries I spent most of an evening arguing with Miss
Mary MécSwiney, who had recently returned from an American
lecturﬂng tour. She was stopping in the Shelbourne Hotel and
came ac&oss Stephen's Green to Miss Gavan Duffy's house where
1 cailea in. DMiss MacSwiney asked me about the prospects of
a recogﬁition of the republic by the British. I told her that
in my oéinion the prospect was nil. She brought out the
theoretical argument that nébody had a right to abandon nor
disestabﬁish the existing republic. The next day in the D4il,
when the%plenipotentiaries were being nominated, she made a
speech iﬁ which she declared that they were being sent to
England_#or one sole purpose - to obtain British recognition of

the Irish Republic. She wound up pointing her finger directly

|
at me andxsaying: "If anyone here has a contzary opinion, let
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him speak now or be forever silent®. I only laughed at her.

1 ‘Collins was most anxious not to be a member of the
deiegation, and at first d efinitely refused to allow himself to
be %élected. He also proposed that de Valera should go. De
Valéra used a large number of arguments hased on the supposed
mis%ake which President Wilson had made when he went himself

to ﬁaris to head the American delegation at the Peace Conference
whiéh followed the 191%~18 War. The gist of de Valera's
argdment, though he did not put it so plainly, was that he. was
the ﬁustodian of the Republic and that he should not let it
downztill the last moment and until the last ounce that could
be gét from the British had been obtained. He argued, however,
thatain order to get the best r esults it was essential that
Collﬁns should go. He intimated that as Collins was looked upon
by th; British as the leader 6f the fighting men, no delegation
of which he wvas not a member would get the highest possible
Britiéh off er, that if he were absent the British would feel
that {hey had s till to deal with him and s till to conciliate
him, gpd that they would hold back something f;om the other
plenipbtentiaries. This line of argument convinced the D4il,
and préctically all present intimated either by speech or by
applau%e that they wanted Collins to go. In the last resort

he con%ented. Griffith never made any bones about going. The
other m%mbers of the delegation did not interest the D4il as

a whole} There was a slight suggestion even then that Barton

and Chiiders wvere being appointed because of their Oxford

accents, but there was no objection to them.
b

V L 3 L]
Even prior to this there was some sort of a division

between ?e Valera and Griffith, and the genuine and, be is said,
absurd hatred of Childers which Griffith entertained was also

beginning to show.
|

A little earlier, when the D4il Cabinet was being
!
reconstru?ted on the basis of an outer Ministry and an inner

Cablnet, ﬁhere was a very strong difference between de Valera
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andEGriffith over the appointment of a Minister'for Propaganda.
Thi% post had been held during the whole Black and Tan period

by D%smond Fitzgerald, who had discharged the duties extremely
well; In fact, he was an ideal man for the post. He had literary
and intellectual tastes. He had lived for a considerable time.
in Ffpnce and spoke French almost like a natives Above all, he
had a%great liking for and interest &n foreigners of all sorts.
When_%e was originally appointed in charge of propaganda he
weigheé up the situation very accurately and fought hard and
sﬁccegsfully against those who wanted an expensive machine to be
created, more or less like a pale miniature imitation of the

machlne which the British had created during the 1914%-18 war.

|
Desmond Fitzgerald clearly grasped the fact that, as we

had so little money to spend, the right course for us was to
follow.% line vhich involved 1ittle cost and which did not depend
on ouf-ﬁaking payments to any foreigner for any services.
Accordidgly, he went to London, where he contacted the London
correspo%dents of the 1éading continental newspapers, and
succeedeé in meking friends with,them'and interesting them in
the Irisﬁ struggle. Moreover, because he had passed his life in
London a%d already knew a good number of English Journalists,

.he was ab;e to get on to good terms with a considerable number of
prominentiand independent British Press men. The result was that
as soon a% the struggle began to get sharper, and Irish events

to have a%considerable.news value, we got for nothing all the
world publ?city we wanted, and got more, in fact, thanwve could

have bought space for if we had had unlimited funds.
| .

At hoﬁe in charge of the Bulletin, Desmond exercised a useful
control ove? some Of the pebple who would have put out scare
. stories Uhi&h could not have been substantiated. He was always
careful to keep within the 1limit of truth, and the Irish Bulletin

was accepteq by forelgn Pressmen as reliable. OF course, his

\

‘expenditure and no exaggeration, despite its being

S0 suitable to the circumstances, was disapproved of by people
1 ,

policy of no
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whé thought more of display than.of effect. Frank Gallagher,
who was always close to de Valera. worked under Desmond and,

disﬁiking him like nearly everybody else who worked under him,
wasia critic of his policy. Childers, who knéw‘about the
Briﬁish machine and had certain big ideas, Fecormended
subétantial expenditu;e to de Valera. The result was that when
the Finistry was being re-formed de Valera propodsed to displace
Desm?nd Fitzgerald and to put Erskine Childers in charge of
propéganda in his stead. It was said at the time that quite

an aégry scene had developed between him and Griffith, and that
Griffith had threatened not to remain in the Cabinet if Childers
werelput in charge of propaganda instead of Desmond Fltzgerald.
How true this is, I do not know, as I never heafd anyone say
that pe had it direct either from Griffith's 1lips or from de
Valeré's lips. However, it was evident before the plenipotent-
iarie% set sail for England that close and cordial co-operation

between Griffith and Childers was not to be expected.
l .

D%ring the negotiations I was not present at many meetings,
as meeﬁings of the whole Ministry seldom took place, all
busineés affecting the negotiations was cohfined to the smaller
group gpich was called the Cabinet. On one occasion, however,

I remember“&ﬁt the proposal for two dominions was mentioned at
a meeti#g of all the Ministers. The proposal was one put
forwardiby Craig, and it had already been r ejected, at least by

inferende, before the D4il Ministry heard of it: It was not

actually discussed at our meeting, though something made me

.

believe tnat it was felt that in putting it forward Craig spoke
not merelj for hlmself but pessibly for ah influential section
of the Bqltlsh. It struck me that the proposition was an
excellenﬁ one and would give us far more as a nation than if we
went ahea? on the basis that Partition could not be recognised.
However, i did not imagine that in the existing state of opinion

the proposition could be accepted unless unanimously recoﬁmended

|
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by the Cabinet. I, therefore, did not make any r emarks which

would have led to the merits of the Crzig proposal being argued
by the D4il Ministry. I felt, too, that after my fight agalnst
the éelfast Boycott I was not the best person to get support for
such%a nolicy. I afterwards regretted that I did not insist on

a dis'cussion, even if it resulted in a unanimous, or all but.

unani?ous, condemnation of the two dominion idea.

As the Truce dragged along it seemed to me that all Ministers
were &nxious for a change from the situation which had existed
up tlll that time., I remember meeting Art O0'Connor on my way into
the Han51on House for some business and he talked about the fact
that we called ourselves Ministers and pretended to be Ministers,
but ha% no real power to do anything. ’

Hh;n the Treaty was finally signed, it had been arranged
that th;re should be a Dante ammiversary ceremony in the Round
Room thét night. De Valera was to preside, and he was.very late
in comiﬁg. I think the audience must have waited, packed in the
Round Ro?m, for at least three-quarters of an hour before he
appeared% It was quite evident from his demeanour that a serious

crisis had arisen.

The%terms of the Treaty were published, and next day 1 was

at a meet%ng in one of the Ddil officés in Earl St. at which
Madame Ma%kievicz, Art O'Connor and Seén Etchingham were present.
I was in %avour of the Treaty Ifrom the moment it was signed.

None of t&e others seemed to have definitely taken up a stand

at the mee%ing to which I refer. I remember Madame Narklev1cz
saying bhat she found nothing difficult except the Oath. She said
that if 1t,were not there she would not mind a bit about anything
else in thé Treaty. Art O0'Connor seemed to me to be still more

or less of %he opinion wnich he had indicated a few days previously
and to be p?epared to overlook some things which he disliked in
order to se% established a normal State with control over national
affairs, evép if its area of jurisdiction did not cover the

vhole country.
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Meetings began to be held'immediately in preparatidn for
the D4il Debates on the Treaty. Dan'McCarthy; who had been
an bld friend of Griffith and had at one time worked in the
office of Griffith‘s paper, was appointed VWhip, or assumed

theroffice of Whip, for the pro-Treaty deputies.

. I was asked to go to a meeting to discuss the Treaty with
Griffith and Collins in the Mansion House. I presume it was an
orgagising meeting which had fbr its purpose the linking
together of the deputies who were prepared to accept the Treaty.
Invitations no doubt included deputies who afterwards voted
against it I suppose the assumption was that those who would
come to talk to Griffith and Collins would in the main be in
favour of the Treaty and that very few who wanted to dispute

points with them would turn up. I remember, however, that when
I entéred the room Dan McCarthy asked me in a rather tentative
way wﬁat my view of the Treaty was, and when Imtold him that

I was in favour of.it he expressed a warm gratification.

Up till the Truce actually occurred my Trade Department
was cafried on completeiy under cover, first in one room, then
in twolrooms. After the Truce I succeeded inggettiné offices
in Grafton St. where we had four rooms, which we treated as
public bffices. A telephone was installed and a brass plate
was put?up. Mr. L.H. Kearney, who had been our representative
in Parié, was brought over and an announcement was made that
people w@shing to do trade with France and anxious to get
information could arrange for an interview with him. He s¥ayed
for about a week, and quite a number of people came to interview
him. Apért from that, we carried on normal activities with a
greatly increased volume of correspondence. Actually the
feeling ahongst all classes was that what had been a
revolutionary organisationwas going to become a normal
Governmen?, and a certain number of traders and manufacturers

showed a disposition to become acquainted with us. Actually

we could dp little or nothing for them, and indeed they expected
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little ior nothing from us for the time being.

Dﬁring the whole of the Ddil Debate there was a great

uncertainty as to how certain individuals would vote, and some

[ -
of tho#e who wanted the Treaty accepted were almost anxious to

vote aéainst it. For example, William Sears of Wexford, who

was strongly in favour of the acceptance of the Treaty, sald to
a group in the corridor in Earlsfort Terrace that he, for one,
vas q@ite ready to vote against it if such a thing should be
neceséary to keep the majority small. Mr. Maloney of Tipperary,
who wés afterwvards strongly against the Treaty, seemed at first
to be somevhat inclined té waver. Various individuals were
askedfto try and influence others. Although I knew Andy lLavan
only $lightly I was told by Dan McCarthy to talk to him as often
as poésible, éﬁd argue with him in such a way as to help to lead
him té vote for the Treaty. During the daysjof the debate I
talkeé a good deal to Andy Lavan and to Dan O'Rourke, both of
whom ﬁoted for the Treaty and both of whom were for a long time
entir%ly uncertain. DRumours were continuallj going round of

people changing their minds,

Cne evening during the debate, I was sitting on an almost

empty bench, and Dan McCarthy came up and sat beside me. I

noticed at once that he was verya gitated. He had an open pen-

knife in his hand and was stabbing it into the cushion of the

. seat as if he were wanting to cut it tbrpieces. I asked him

what was wrong, and he fold me that Dr. McCartan had-asked for
his name to be put down to speak against the Treaty. Up till
that;point it had been upderstood that Dr.’'McCartan was in fabvour
of tﬂe Treaty, and his apparent turn-round was extremely
distﬁrhing to the Whip. Actually, McCartan's request to be put
on tﬁe list of anti-Treaty sﬁeakers was a manoeuvre to make his
speééh more dramatic and effective. When his turn ultimately

came he spoke with great vehemence, not against the Treaty,

but agalnst those who were opposing it.

;Late at night on the day before the vote was taken, there

]
I
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I “
was a mbeting in the Mansion House, and all of us who knew'
anythiné about the men who had not declared themselves offered
our opinions as to how they would vote. Griffith and Dan |
McCarth& took notes and made up a tot. Griffith's final verdict
vas th@t he felt sure that if nobody ratted, thg Treaty would be

carriei by at least a majorgty of one.

i
" Afiter the vote, and after de Valera's rejection of Collins's

appeal;for co-operation in carrying the Treaty into effect,
meetinés vere held to decide what would be the next stage. It
was felt that when Mr. de Valera, vioclent opponent of the Treaty,
allowe@ himself tq be nominated again as President, a point of
great danger was reached., It was clear at once'*that some of
those &ho had voted for the Treaty would be inclined to vote for
the refelection of Mr. de Valera. ©Such people were unable to
see thét to put executive authority into the hands of those whe
were aéainst the Treaty'could only lead to conflsion and disaster.
Ultima#ely, Mr. de Valera's candidature for p;esidency was
defeatéd, and the anti-Treaty deputies left the D4il. Doctor
McCartén, I remember, used the phrase that those of us who were

on the pro-Treaty side must now stick together like glue.

T?e situation soon began to bé menacing. Incidents of all
sorts éccurred which indicated that a civil war was steadily
becomi?g next thing to inevitable. Griffith seemed to me to
have méde up his mind at a comparatively early stage that the

conflict was ineluctible. Collins was much slower in coming to

such a;conclusion. Occasionally, when some incident occurred
which made him angry, he indicated that he was prepared to
fight those who were challenging the majority décision, but in
a day ?r two he would cco% off. Once wvhen he came back after
havinngeen prevented from visiting Terry MacSwiney's grave 'in
Cork, he appeared to be fully determined on drastic action,

but within a few days he was in a different frame of mind.
[
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" Kevin O?Higgin's, though as yet he was not very influential in

the Cabinet, was entirely of the opinion that civil war was
coming énd that we ought not to shirk it. ¥e several times ug
urged his view on Collins. He told me once that he had said to

Collins} "If I had your ability and your prestige I would take

this country by the back of the neck and box its ears'.

Whén conflict threatened in Limerick and an attack on~ -
the forces commanded by Michael Bremman, who had got possession
of the ?arracks5 seemed imminent, Griffith made, I think, the
only fo%mal speech which I ever heard him make at a Cabinet
meeting} He stood up and addressed us for practically half an

hour. ?he burden of his remarks was that we were now a govern-

t
. ment with a government's powers and responsibilities, and that

! .
we must shrink from no action necessary to assert our authority.

He said' that if we falled to defend the rights of the people

and to uphéld their majority decision we would be looked upon
|

in Irish history as the greatest set of poltroons who ever had

the country's fate in their hands.

Pe?sonally; I was entirely with Griffith in his viewpoint,
but I realised that the decision rested finally with Collins.
Collinsjseemed very much disposed to agree ﬁith Griffith and
he was not then in a temper. On the contrary he was perfectly
cool, though obviously somewhat torn both ways. If he had
ultimately agreed with Griffith it would not have been a case of
making é promise in anger and failing to carry it out. Before,

howeverh he had made up his mind to come down on one side or

+the other, Mulcahy intervened. Mulcahy apparently had a great

belief in Liam Lynch and a great confidence that he understood

him and, could rely on him, and he put forward the proposal of
handing over the Limerick barracks to Liam Lynch, who would

hold tﬁe@ at the disposal of the Government, -subject toc ertain

considerations. Collins accepted Mulcahy's proposals. Griffith

was very annoyed and disappointed at the decision, and a
!

coolness between himself and Collins began, which did not
r

b
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compleﬂely end until after the attack on the Four Courts. As a
matter of fact, it continued to grow for quite a2 while. At the
time thp Pact Election was decided on Griffith was within a

hair's breadth of breaking with Collins.
A got of negotiations went on before the Pict was agreed

|
upon by;Collins and certain others on the Treaty side, and de

Valera ?nd his supporters on the other side. It was brought
before e Joint meeting of the D4il Cabinet and the Republlcan
Covernment for ratification. We were 51tt1ng round a table,

and several people had given their votes for it'before it came
to Griffith's turn. Some of those who had voted for it
expressed their reluctance and dislike of the arrangement, which
seemed %o be an attempt to take out of the hands of the general
public é matter of wvital importanee which they alone were

l
entitleq to decide.

When Griffith was asked whether he approved or disapproved,
he seemed to me to be under tremendous emotional stress. He
worked nervously with his neck-tie in silence. He took off his
glasses Fnd wiped them, and I noticed that his hand was shaking
so that he could hardly hold them. He put on the glasses,
fiddled ﬁith his tie againj; again he toock off his glasses and
wiped th%m, the whole thing occupying, it seemed to me, three or
four minutes while dead silence reigned round the table. We all
realised, that if Griffith said no, a split, the consequences of
which could hardly be foreseen, would be almost wupon us. On the
other hand I think the majority of us almost wished that he
would saé no, in the hope that Collins would be forced to
reconsider his support of the Pact. Ultimately, houever, Griffith

said: "I agree" and made no further comment.

I

It was plain to me that if any more delays or compromises
took place Griffith would work no longer with Collins. As a

matter of:fact, I noticed on several Occasions afterwards that
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he had begun to refer to Colligg}as "Mick" or as '"Collins",

but as YMr. Collins". Griffith always "Mistered" anybody of whom
he had ﬁ poor opinion. Of course it was much easier for Griffith
to see ihat a civil var was inevitable and to wish to have 1t
over ana done with before the country rotted any further, than
it was Eor Collins, who would be fighting hiszactual comrades

of yestprday. Griffith was friendly with many individuval
Volunteers, but chiefly with those who looked upon him as a
politichl leader and who would all be oﬁ the same side as
himself in case of an internal struggle. Therefore he was not
up agafnst the prospect of éctually turning guns on the men who
had beén his closest comrades until a month ot two before.

For myéelf, although I agreed with Griffith's outlook all along,
I saw Ehe tremendous difficulty of Collind's position, a
difficqlty which would not have been so great but for the fact
that he was a humane and warm-hearted man. Collins, in entering
on theLPact, was undoubtedly'actuated mainly, if not entitely,

by a desire to get some sort of a popular verdict for the Treaty.
That héd-been attempted earlier at the Mansion HouseﬁConference
byexskfng de Valera to agree to what he, I think, dubbed the
stone ége plebiscite, namely a plechiscite which would be t aken
after Mass on a particular Sunday at all the churches in the
country, under the supérvision of the clergy and local leaders
from tﬁe two sides. Collins knew that such a plebiscite would
show aﬁ overwhelming majqrity for the Tréaty and would justify
any'acgion that might have to be taken if the recalcitrant armed

forces continued along the path they had been taking.

I never heard the details of the discussions in the
|
Mension House about the plebiscite, though I remember Griffith
at a Cqbinet meeting shortly afterwards saying: "That was the

first time I ever got after de Valera properly".

1
!
|
|
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Up till that time Griffith had had little feeling of
bitterness towards de Valera, though he was very bitter towards

Erskiné Childers and even Cathal Brugha.

% The plebiscite idea having heen rejected,.Collins felt
that eﬁen under the Pact a test of popular opinion could be
obtainéd, because sufficient Independents were sure to go up
to havé votihg take place in at least part of the country and
to give an opportunity to the voters in the areas affected to
show héw their sympathies lay. The anti-Treaty people on the
other %and wanted to use the Pact to prevent any candidates
but those agreed on between the two wings of Sinn Féiners from
going forward, the idea being to silence the ordinary voters
of the;country. Before nomination day Collins spoke out in
such a;way as to encourage the nomination of Independent
candid;tes. Hewas a ccused of some breach of faith in this,
but I feel certain from anything I ever heard him say that he
never gave any indication, let alone a promise, that he would
be a p%rty to preventing voting taking place by helping to
ensuresthat only as many candidates would be proposed as there

were séats. .

Durlng all the time between the Treaty and the general
electlon incidents of the most exasperating and damaging
character were taking place. There had to be negotiations of
all sorts with the British about handing over of authority by
them, and later about theaﬂg;stltutlon. There was never a
dellcate moment when news did not comne from Ireland of some

attack: ;on Brltlsh forces or some unaustlflable damage to

propertj.

Mgantime, efforts were being made to make a proper army
out of?the Volunteers. I can remember the enthusiastic crowds
which.ﬁatched the first small group of regular soldiers armed
and in;uniform marching in Dublin. I fancy there were only
about ﬁorty as it came along Dame St. and through the ¢ity to

Beggars Bush Barracks.
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The story of the taking over of Dublin Castle has offen
been téld. It was related to me by Kevin O'Higgins, who'was
actualiy with Collins when he went to meet the British
represéntative there. James McHMahon apparently wanted to show
that hé was not an ordinary impartial British official. When
Colliné, O'Higgins and the others arrived at the Castle in a
taxi and w ent upstairs, McMahon was on the landing by himself
to meet them and saidc-“You are welcome'". Collins passed him

by without pausing in his step, throwing over his shoulder the

answer: "Like hell we are®.

Kevin O'Higgins had a lot of stories to tell of Collins's
replie% to Britishlofficials on various matters: On one
occasién some reference was made to the Viceregal Lodge, and a
Britisg Minister asked what would be done with it. Collins

answered: "We will make 2 cancer hospital of it'.

I?was told by people who were preéent at the negotiations
t
that Collins got on very well with Birkenhead who appreciated
his blﬁnt and sometimes brutal humour, whereas Griffith got on

better with Austen Chamberlain. That, however, is all an aside.

Véry soon after the election thé seizure of the motor cars
in Thompson's garage occurred, and Leo Henderson and another
were afrested. Actually,. following the election results
Collins had come to be in full agreement with Griffith and hed
made up his mind to takea ction. I gathered that if a party coulc
have been got to the spot in time he was }ather anxious that

ther aiders should have been fired on.

W@en the Irregulars in the Four Courts seized Ginger

O'Connell as a reprisal for the arrest of their own leaders

the die:was cast.
I

I .
Abput this time a letter came from the British stating

that from their point of view the position was becoming

impossible, that the Government here seemed unable to assert

its authority or to implement the Treaty.

ol
1

This letter, hovever,
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hada.cﬁually no effect in bringing about a decision todeal

with the Four Courts. Apart from George Gavan Duffy who was ajl
strangé bird amongst us, all the members of the Govermment,

with thle exception of Collins and probably Mulecahy, had long
been in favour of inaugurating the civil war, or, at'any'rate,
of takiﬁg up the challenge which the anti-Treaty forces had

throwvn down.

Foilowing the arrest of Ginger 0'Connell, a meeting was
held in Government Buildings, to which Gearoid 0'Sullivan as
Adjutant General and Sean McMahon as Chief of Staff were invited,
and theiquestion of attacking the Four Courts was discussed.

I think that Gavan Duffy, who was one of the signatories of the
Treaty ﬁho had spoken almost against it’ in the D4il, was not
very strongly, even at this time, in favour of taking action.
He asked how long it woulditake to clear up the vhole business;
_GearoidiO'Sullivan, with more optimism than was justified,
indicat?d that in his opinion the Irregulars all over the
country;would be disposed of in a week or a fortnight. CGavan -
Duffy a}terwards complained a goodd eal about that particular
apswer,land indicated to me that he would not have been in .
favour of the actlont aken if he had realised that the struggle

was going to be so prolonged and expensive of life and property.
|

Itgwas decided that an immediate r equest be made to the
Britishi for field guns to fire on the Four Courts, as it would be
iﬁpossible to carry out a successful attack without artillery.
Collins, I remember, suggested that Ministers should not sleep
at home that night in case any whisper of whatwas intended
got out;and more of them picked up as Ginger 0'Connell had been.
In purs@ance of that suggestion I myself went that night to
Professér John Nolan's house in Bushy Park Road. Some time in
the cou#se of the morning, about 3 or 4 o'clock, I was awakened
by the % ound of the field guns firing. A4 few'minutes affer-
wards a;motor car came along the road at great speed and could

be hearq stopping at Erskine Childers! house . which was a little
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distancé aﬁay; After an interval of something like a quarter

of an hour, what seemed to be the same car came hurrying back,
apparently taking Childers to whatever consultation was being
arrangéd. Obviously no serious leakage in regard to the intended
attack éccurred.' When I went down fown in the morning I saw

soldieré at barricades at a couple of places onithe way.

Eafer in the morning, Collins came in to Government
Buildings and it was arranged that Ministers andcertain Civil
Servants would live in for the present. I camped with George
Gavan Dﬁffy in JoJo walsh's‘room during that night and the first
part of;the civil war. Three mattresses were sent in which we
laid onéthe floor at night and which we rollgd up, together
with the bedclothes, and piled in a cormer of the room during
the day: Desmond Fitzgerald also came to camp in that room for

some tiﬁe.

The Four Courts fighting dragged on for a week, and all the
indications from the country made it clear that the fighting

was going to be fairly prolonged.

Very shortly after the surrender of the Four Courts it
became ébvious that George Gavan Duffy might become a thorn in
our sidé, He began to talk about prisoner-of-war treatment for
the cap%ured irregulars, and generally to take up'a’very finicky

legal aftitude about everything discussed.

Fréquent Cabinet meetings were held, anda ctually there
were th?ee or four béds put into the Cabinet room, in one of

which Arthur Griffith slept.

A day or two after the fighting began, Padraig 0 Mdille
arrived in Dublin, having had some difficulty in meking his way
to the éity from the west. He was given a bed in the Cabinet
room, and we used to say that he was the only non-Minister

|
who had:been present through the whole of a Cabinet meeting

b

because, as he had not had any sleep for a couple of nights

while making his way to Dublin, he slept so0lidly in his bed
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throughout the whole meeting.

Griffith, by this time, as a result of the tremendous
strain that he had experienced during the preious six months,
was, 1 thought, obviously failing. He had felt for a long
time that Collins was going to let the situation deteriorate
till it was past remedy and he was utterly appalled at the
prospects The result was that he endured tortures of anxiety.
Coupleﬁ with that was the fact that he was constantly being
attacked as a traitor and as a man who had surrendered national
right and national principle. That was harder for Griffith
to bear Zhan perhaps anyone else. He had spent years of his
life dénouncing the 0ld Irish FParty for their lack of principle
and laék of courage, and when all his arguments and epithets
were tﬁrned against himself they wounded him as they would not
have wéunded another. Griffith had got a complex about Erskine
Childe%s whom he had never liked, and whori he now regarded &s
practically as the arch-agent of the British, though he dig
not exgctly say so, and as a man who was knowingly out to
destrof the country. I remember when Collins asked him to
write a proclamation to encourage the troops, Griffith prepared
something which contained in two or three separazte raragraphs
refereﬁces to Childers. I knew of the matter because Collins
threw the document to me and asked me to re~write it. During
the following few weeks Collins asked me to write & number of
things, and told me not to bother showing them to Griffith.
Ultimately Griffith's state of health became such that he was
directed to go into Vincent's Hospitalg where, after a very

short time, he died suddenly.

Collins, while acting as Commander-in-Chief of the Army,
frequently attended CGovernment meetings, though on many
occasions he was absent and Griffith and, on some occasions,

Cosgrave presided.



147,

Very soon after the start of the Civil War, Michael Comyn
proceeded to bring an action before the D4il Courts for a writ
of prohibition directing the Government to cease operations.
Judge Crowley, who heard the application, took the usual course
of directing that notice should be served on the Government and
requiring it to show cause why thewrit applied for should not
issue. The matter was considered by various Ministers informally
and the view thatwas arrived at was that as the D4il High Court
had been established by Government decree the thing to do now
was simply to issue a new Government decree abolishing it.

Gavan Duffy, who, as I have already said, was uneasy about the
whole campaign, prbtested against this treatment of a High Court.
He was, however, overruled by the rest of the Cabinet. It had
become plain, even before that point, that he was noE likely
to remain long with us. J.J. Walsh, in whose room Gavan Duffy
slept, used to make a great deal of fun of him. One Sunday,
gﬁﬁédiately after the O0'Connell St. dperations, J.J. and I were
going out for the day. Gavan Duffy said he would go out with us.
J.J. very portentously advised him not to go, saying that after
all he and I had done nothing but, as members of the Government,
to authorise the operations then in progress, whereas Gavan
Duffy had, in addition, signed the Treaty, so that while we

the city
might be allowed to pass through/without being fired at, no one
on the other side could see Gavan Duffy without boiling up in
& rage and pressing a trigger. Gavan Duffy laughed at these-
jokes of J.J., but I think they only had the effect of making
him less inclined to stay with the Government. He very shortly
began to be more persistent in his agitation about the treatment
to be accorded to the prisoners taken in the Four Courts and
elsewhere. He looked up the conditions required py the Geneva
Convention to be accorded to prisoners-of-war, and asked that
the Government should forthwith declare that all priscners taken
by us would receive prisoner-of-war treatment. The rest of the
Cabinet, although no drastic measures were then in contemplation,

took the view that We, having been appognted as Government by a
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majority vote, the people struggling against us were rebels
and wére not entitled to the treatment laid down for prisoners

takenfin an international struggle.

éavan Duffy's ire with the Government became greater.
He remhined for some time, but with tension betwéen him and
other Einisters constantly growing. Griffith habitually referred
to him%as "Mf. Duffy", showing that he could hardly stand him,
and an%wered him very gruffly when speaking to him-at Cabinet
meetinés.

As an illustration of the attitude towards Gavan Duffy,
I may Jgntion that at one meeting at which Mr. Cosgrave was
presidiﬁg because Griffith was ill, we had some item down for
discussion in regard to which we knew that Gavan Duffy would
disagreé with the rest of us, and it happened that he had not
appearei when the meeting commenced. Certain Ministers were
incline% to talk at some length about the matter, and Cosgrave

interrupted saying: "For heaven's sake let us get this settled
k

before *sore toes® comes down"

Ultimately Gavan Duffy left us, and the situationwas better

both for 'those who remained and no doubt for himself. I remember

b
about this time he told me definitely that he would never have

i
agreed to. the attack on the Four Courts if he had known the
struggle %ould be prolonged. He recalled that Gearoid 0'Sullivan
had said ?hat it would be over in a week, and proceeded to argue
that it wis obvious that members of headquarters ataff had really

knovn not&ing about the state of affairs in the country, or

such a prebiction would not have been made.

[
Shortly after the Four Courts fighting a large number of

prisoners were lodged in Portobello Barracks and a big escape

|
took place,; obviously with the connivance of some members of the

army. Collins was very much put out about it. I never, I think,

i
|
I
!
]
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sav him so angry and disturbed, and when somebody talked about
thezirmy he said: "We have no army; we have only an armed mob'.
He wént on to say that he feared it would be impossible for us

to kéep prisoners anywhere.
i |

RIt was at this juncture and under the influence of the
fearﬁ expressed by Collins about the keeping of any prisoners
that a dispatch was sent to the British a sking for the loan of
St. Hélena. The British did not refuse, but s ent back a
tempofising dispatch pointing out the difficulty of transporting
priso@ers so far and the possibility of difficulties with the
local ﬁnbabitants. Actually, before thereply came, we had
begun fo:reconsider the matter ourselves and declded, in view
of thelcomplete indiscipline of our army at the time, that if
Ve, wiﬁh British consent, dispatched troops to St. Helena to
guard ﬁrisoners there, they would probably mubtiny, release the
prispne%s and disgrace us entirely. The result was that,
withoutiputting the British to the point of refusal, the St.

Helena ﬁroposal was allowed to fade out.

Andther proposal which was made at the time was that we
should take over Lambay Island. The Board of Vorks made a
strenuou? fight against that proposal. They pointed out first
that the%e were very fine buildings and gardens on the island
wnich woﬁld be destroyed if ﬁe planted a prisoner camp there,
and that very heavy compensation would have to be paid. They
also indicated the great delay vhich would be involved in the
erection ?f hutments, etc. on Lambay as-cdmpared with the time
in which ﬁhey could be erected on the mainland. They finally
pointed oﬁt that the ﬁater supply on Lambay was very small and
that if w% interned thousands of prisoners there it would be

necessary #o send a water-ship regularly to the island to fill

tanks. Byiconjuring up all these difficulties, the Board of



|
L 150.

W&rks finally drove us off the idea of sending prisoners to
L;mbay. In any case, we were beginning to recover our nerve
anﬁ to feel confident that discipline could be established in
th% army and that the task of holding the prisoners in

oréinary camps would not be too difficult,

; of course, in the early days, indiscipline was not
confined to the army. It was even worse in the Civiec Guards,
Dugéan was the Minister for External Affairs but he never
men%ioned to the Cabinet that trouble was brewing in the Civiec
Guayds. I gather that he had told something to Collins,
but?whether he gave him enough information to let Collins
havé a true picture of the situation, I do not know, At
any ;ate, as far as the rést of us were conéerned, we knew
prac?ically nothing of what was going on. We had heard
thatzcertain of the Civic Guards, perhaps led by Paddy
Bren#an, were objecting to the employment of ex-R.I.C. men
as i#structors and prospective officers. We thought that
it WQS one of those disputes which.would settle itself as
simil?r cauges of agitation had settled themselves else-
where.  Then, suddenly, we were told that the bulk of the
Civichuard had mutinied and that they had chased certain

of thq higher officers, including Michael Staines who was

Commiasioner, Joe Ring and others, out of the camp.
iAccording to the report that reached the Government,
Staines behaved with singular ineptitude. It was stated
that OA parade he had referred to the rumours of insubor-
dination, had pointed the duty of the Guardg to obey their
officers and the Government, and then had asked those who
were no% prepared to act a8 he had indicated to step forward
tvwo paces, Pendemonium broke loose and, as stated, Stalnes

and the officers who were with him were driven out of the

v

camp, Staines then called for military aid, and armoured

cars werp sent down, but the military officer had the

t
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sense to refuse to take any action when he saw that if he
!
did 80, he would be up against a real fight with the Civic

Guards.

All Ministers took the view that when Duggan and
Staines knew that the situation was really threatening,
théy should have given a full report to the Government,

Ali of us agreed that if Staines feared a mutiny the right
cpﬁrse would have been to bring the armoured cars into the
caﬁp before he made any attempt to separate the sheep from
the}goats, and not to send for them after the mutiny had
broken out, Duggan was s¢ cut up ebout the whole business

that he simply disappeared down to Greysiones. This was

before the start of the Civil War.

|

I came in some contact with the Guards immediately
afterwards and during the Civil War but prior to Collins's
death. I was asked by Mr. Cosgrave to go up to Home Affairs
and breside there as Acting Minister in Duggan's absence,
I es#ablished Tairly good relations with Paddy Brennan,
whose brother Michael was a close friend of mine, and
arranged with Paddy that the Guards should undertake
certaan military patrol duties in the neighbourhood of
their:camp in co-operation with the appropriate army
autho%ity. Some of them were brought to town about the
start of the Civil War and were put in occupation of Oriel

House, .

;I remember that the night after the fighting in
0'Connell Street ceased Michael Hayes and I went to Miss
Gavan ﬁuffy's house,[70 Stephen's Green. After we had been
there for some time a great deal of firing was heard, not
like th% ordinary odd sniper's shots. Not knowing what
wag happening we decided to go home, The shooting was

1
obviously in the neighbourhood of Merrion Sguare, We

turned off the Green into Hume Street, and when we got to



"

- 152,
thé corner of Ely Place to turn dowvn towards Merrion Square
we:could hear terrific volleys. We were hesitating a
liitle, when a man came round from Merrion Square direction
ané said "It's éll overhead". We went down to Government
Buildings, rang the bell and a soldier admitted us. We
spoke to the soldier about the shooting and he said "Oh,
it'? nothing. ;t's them Civie Guards, They were paid

last night".
i

Similer indications of lack of discipline on the
par% of members of the armed forces were coming to light
conétantly. I think it was the next morning or afternoon
that I was going into Government Buildings, after having
been out for a short period. When I went up the steps and-
through the door I saw that the sentry who should have been
there was absent, but his rifle by itself was there leaning
agaihstlthe vall, apparently as his substitute, I waited,
and an three or four minutes the soldier emerged from the
lgvatory at the other end of the corridor, lifted hié rifle

and ﬁas on duty again.

A little later, however, we noticed that the guards
on Government Buildings were becoming very much more soldier-
like, The first Company we noticed doing their duty
properly were a group whom we heard described as Scottish-~

Irish. They were under an officer with a Glasgow accent.

'3

Griffith's death took us all by surprisé'because,
althoiigh we saw the effects of the war on him, few of us had
bealiéed the state he was in. Ve were all very sorry about
his death and recognised the magnitude of his service to the
nation, but we pad come to feel that he had played his part
and tﬁat, even if he survived the civil war, he would not be

much use in the D4il when it met.
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1
; Of course, he had not quite lost his old Tire.
S#ortly before he died, there was some talk about the
sﬁmmoning of the D4il and about the attitude that various
Independents would fake. Mention was made of Professor
Méguinness, and Griffith immediately spoke of him in terms
oficontempt, almost like those used by Kevin 0'Higgins

afterwards, saying that if ever a chance arose to stab us

in, the back Maguinness would be the man to do it.
l

| There was some uproar amongst the prisoners in

Moﬁntjoy a few days after the Four Couris surrender and
thé.guards were reported to have fired on them A note
arrived in to a Cabinet meeting from Maude Gonne, asking
Griffith'to go out and speak to her. Griffith refused to
go, ' whereupon a second note came in saying "They are
firing on the prisconers in Mountjoy. They are firing on
the son of your old friend Sedn MacBride". Griffith
turﬁgd the note over and wrote on the other side of 1it,
"If your son behaves himself he will be in no danger", end
sent}it out to her, Up till that time, or till a few
daysébefore it, Madame MacBride had been pro-Treaty; she
vas émongst the most violent of the anti-Treaty pecple

afterwards,

Another little incident comes to my mind with
reference to Griffith. He had been very annoyed at what
he th%ught was some weak statement by the then Bishop
MacRofy of Down and Connor, One dsy, agasin when we were
at a Qabinet meeting, a message came in saying that Biéhop
MacRofy wanted to speak to GriffTith. Griffith at first
said that he would not go out. The rest of us said,
howeve?, that he could not treat a bishop that way and
thet hé nmust see him and hear what he had to say.

Griffith left the room in such a bad humour that dosgrave

asked Michael Hayes to follow him out and watch the inter-

4
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view between himself and the bishorp. Michael Hayes'
aécount of the interview was that Griffith met the bishop
aﬁg said "Good day", but 4id not kiss his ring, standing
vefy stiff and hostile before him. IThe bishop then
stéted that Lloyd George had sent for him and asked him to
goéto London to talk about the situation in Belfast.
Griffith said "You should go".  Then the bishop asked
"Wﬁat am I to tell him?". Griffith replied in his most
cuﬁting style, '"Tell him what you think yourself, if you
thipk anything". Hayes then tried to bring the conversa-

.tion to an amicable end.

. Despite these indications of force and irascibility
Gri%fith was really spent.

Collins was killed only some ten days after
Griﬁfith's funeral, I had gone home that night to my own
houée in Casimir Avenue, because the Civil War apparently
was fading out. My house was situated in a cul-de-sac
and ﬁas the last house at the plind end. Some time early
in the morning the sound of lorries was heard coming down
to oﬁr door. My wife‘was awakened by the noise and ran
to the window in a state of some trepidation. Then in a
minute or two she said, "It's alright. They are Free
stateEsoldiers". Immediately she said that, I replied,
"Collins must have been killed",lbecause it struck me that
I wouid not be sent for in the middle of the night for any

less teason,

i When I went downstairs Commandent Marie was in the
sittiﬁg-room, and Michael Hayes, who had already been
colleéted, was with him.  He told me that Collins was
dead aﬁd that a Cabinet meeting was being held to appoint

a new Commander-in-Chief,
;

‘As soon as I got my clothes on I went with

Commandant Marie and Michael Hayes to Government Buildings.
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Wiﬁhin another half hour or so the remaining Ministers were
ali gathered in. I never in my life saw a more dejected
looking group. What we had to do was, however, obvious.
General Mulecahy was the only man who could be appointed to
succeed Collins, and that was duly done by a unanimous vote.
Theﬁ it was decided that a proclamation must be issued, ahd
sevéral of us, including Hugh Kennedy, the Attorney General,
sat at various tables trying to write something suitable,
Actﬁally, the document produced by Mulcahy himself was

accépted and I think was quite good.

Curiously enough, Collins's death had,_amongst some
sect%ons of the army at any rate, a tremendous effect.
Padd& Hogan told me that going downstairs a day or so after-
wardé nhe heard a lot of noise in the room occupied by the
Govefnment Building guards. He went in and found a few of
the soldiers giving a terrific hammering to another fellow,
On eﬁquiring the cause, Paddy Hogan found that there had
been a collection for a wreath for Collins and that this
fellow had refused to subscribe and had made some disparaging
remark, whereupon the others gave him the best heating he
ever ﬁad in his life.

All members of the Government went down to the North
Wall ﬁhe night after the news came to meet Collins's body,
which was being brought by boat from Cork. It was, I think,
two orlthree o'clock in the morning before the ship arrived.
Variou% people told me they never saw anything more moving
or impressive than the éight of the procession when it
reacheq Stephen's Green in the dark grey morning, the coffin
on a g@n-carriage, a piper in front and a small straggling
crowd Qf two or three hundred people after it. Collins's
body waé laid that night in the mortuary chapel in
Vincent?é Hospital. I think his death had definitely a

hardening effect on opinion everywhere, not only, as I

indicated,-amongst particular groups of soldiers, but also
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ambngst the general public. Voreover, we felt that in
certain respects Mulcahy was less sentimental about old
comrades than Collins had been and, as we in the Government

saw it, there was greater determination than before to

'coﬁplete the work and definitely establish the authority

of the elected Government.

Ultimately the D4il was allowed to meet, having been
prorogued a,number of times by Government order, There
wasia good deal of discussion in the Cabinet about who
would be Speaker. It was agreed that it had to be somebody
who gnew Irish fairly well, and at one stage I was afraid
that' I would be conscripted for the post,rfof which I knew
I wo?ld not be well fitted, Ultimately, hoﬁever, the

choice fell on Michael Hayes.

i On Collins's death Kevin 0O'Higgins, who had been
serving in the Army in the uniform of, I think, a Commandant
or Colonel-Commandant, came back to the Government and

becamé Minister for Home Affsirs.

. At the meeting of the pro-Treaty party held on the
eveniﬁg before the Ddil assembled, the guestion of who
should be President in succession to Collins was debated.
Cosgrﬁve had acted as Chairman of meetings of the Government
in the! absence of Collins and Griffith, but he was not in
any sehse regarded as having a right of succession. Kevin
O'Higgihs, it is curious to remember in view of his sub-
sequent history, rose at the opening of the debate’and
proposed that Richard Mulcahy be next President. I spoke
immediétely after and said that it had been alright to
have Goﬁlins as President, but that it would now be much
better to have a civilian, that the effect upon the country
and on the relations between the Army and the Government

would be much hetter if the President were not in uniform.

I think it was P4draig ¢ M4ille who then arose and

proposed Cosggrave, Mulcahy withdrew from nomination and
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Cosgrave, as far as I can remember, was unanimously selected.

; When the Ddil met nobody opposed to the Treaty attended
except Lawrence Ginnell, There had been some talk as to what
should be done if anti-Treaty deputies who had participated

in the armed rebellion.against the Government should attend,
and if had been agreed-that they would be arrested, just as
they would be if found in any other circumstances, Ginnell,
howevgf, was not a mén who could be arrested, as he had nop
%aken=part in any armed operations. Deputies were asked to
sign the roll, and Ginnel; refused. He tried to address the
assenbly without having enrolled and was apparently going to
discusé one of the theoretical points about which propaganda
could be made, As he refused to desist when called on by
the Speaker, the latter directed that he be removed and Tom
Byrne,}who was Captain of the Guard, and some of the ushers
took him out of his seat and led him out of the chamber,

The incident only.occupied a minute or two and although it
was reéarded as & sensation, it relieved us of a man who,
during fhe critical times that weré to follow, might have been
very mu¢h'of a thorn in our flesh. Ginnell later was very
annoyedtwith himgelf for having gone to the length of getting
himself expelled. He said frankly to various pedple that

he had made a mess of the situation,

At the time of Michael Comyn's application to the D4il

E Courts for an order preventing the Government carrying on - the

Civil War, somebody found in the Castle an application in his
own handwriting made by Comyn some years previously to the
British Chief Secretary fér a judicial appoiniment. The
letter wpund up with expressions of loyalty, and concluded by
saying "i may add that I have had the honour of being
presentea to His Majesty the Xing". There was talk of
publishing a facsimile of the document but, through people's
interest 'in other matters being greater, it was not done.

Some years afterwards a search was made for the letter, but
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and had had an opportunity of comparing it with written

was not to be found, I, however, had seen it myself

do?uments which Comyn lodged with the D4il HEireann Supreme

Court.

i
! There was, of course, division of political opinion
throughout the Civil Service, Care was taken not to
pu?lish original drafts of the Constitution as furnished
by!the Constitution Committee to the Provisional Government
and the D4il Cabinet. Two of the minority reports were,
oficourse, rejected, ' One of them, prepared principally
byfAlfred 0'Rahilly, was very theoretical ahd unsuited to
exgsting conditions in Ireland. The main draft was
su%j@cted to amendments in various respects, in consulta-
tiLn with the British. In the circumstances of the time

iﬁ was agreed on all hands that a unilateral interpretation
oﬂ the Treaty was impossible, and that if we were to get
fqll possession of the country we must produce a
anstitution which the British, as well as ourselves, would

regard as being in conformity with the provisions of the

' T%eaty.

!
f .
i

! I remember that in the negotiations with the British

tﬁere were many sticky passages. At one time Collins
wired for Mr. Cosgrave to g0 across with, as he gaid, the
o%l-can. Collins had considerable belief in Mr, Cosgrave's
a%ility, by good humour and by invention of middle courses,
t% find a way out of difficulties in negotiation which

threatened deadlock.

’ I forget the particular matters which caused trouble
w%en the draft Constitution was being argued out in London.
IIknow that in the original draft the term "Governor
G%neral” had not been used. It had been proposed to name
tﬁis official "Commissioner for the British Commonwealth'".

|
The British insisted, as I think they were entitled to

|
l
|
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insist, on our following the Canadian precedent, and that

the!representative of the Crown should be called "Governor

General", As far as I remember the original draft also

pro%osed to omit the Oath from the Constitution following

a vgew put forward by George Gavan Duffy, one which I
tho?ght fairly arguable, if a little slick, that the
pro%ision in the Treaty only prevented the imposition of
any|0ath other than that set out in the appropriate clause.
The}e was no provision in the original draft of the
Congtitutién for the employment of the Governor Generai as
an ﬁgent in the dissolution of the DEil. The original
draft would have created something like the French position,
whe%e the Parliament could only be dissolved by its own

vote, The British; however, insisted again on the Canadian

precedent and on having the DEil dissolved by the Governor
!

General on, of course, the advice of the'Government. The
result of the argument was a most confused clause, which
at the time no one understood. 1t was still specified
tha% a session of the D4il could be brought to a close only
by 5ts own vote, and both Ministers and lawyers thought
tha% the result of the London argument had been that the
DéiF was to be dissolved by the Govérnor General on the
adv%ce of the Executive Council, but only after it had
itself voted in favour of ending its session.

1
i A long time afterwards, when Fianna F4il came into

the| D4il and failed to carry a vote of no confidence in

the, then Government as a result of the departure of Mr,
| :
Jinks, Sligo, Mr. John Costello studied the clause

tho?oughly and found that while a session of the D-4il
i .
could only be ended by a vote of the D4il, the 1life of the

|
assembly could be ended by the Governor General on the

advice of the Government. As this opinion was a new one,
i

and as it might, given suitable opportunity, have been made
| ‘

the| subject of litigation, great care was taken to keep

|
1
|
|
f
|
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secret the intended dissolution until it could be announced
that the Governor General had signed the requisite
documents. In the new Constitution the right of the

I

Government to dissolve the Oireachtas was definitely

established,

J I think it worth while to record that one great
beﬁefit certainly came out of the British insistence on
aménding our draft Constitution so that it would agree in
gerieral with the Canadian model, If our Constitution in
1927 had been as both the arafting committee and the D4il
intended it to be, we should long ago have been suffering
frgm the French type of Government, with Ministries going
into office and being defeated and replaced every two or
thﬁee months. The thing that now enables us to have
reésonably stable government is the power of* the Cabinet

to!lcall a General Election. We owe that entirely to
Br%tish interference vith the first draft of the original
Frée State Constitution, as no sensible amendment on the
qu?stidn of dissolution would have been carried against

the Government in the Ddil itself,

| We, of course, felt very sensitive at the time about
th? changes that had to be made in order to satisfy the
British that our proposed Constitution was in accordance
wi#h the Treaty. Actually, the revised and approved draft

l
wa? not published until the very eve of the election in

Complaints were made that the original draft was

th% summer of 1922,
{
|
neﬁer published, It is certain, however, that members of
!

the then Opposition had the opportunity of seeing all

do?uments.

|

i Like other members of the D4il Cabinet, I was
fu#nished with copies of the drafts and of certain comments

on |them. I locked them in my desk in Government Buildings,
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havﬂng given somé study to them, Afterwards, when the
Civ{l War was practically over, I wanted to look at them
aga%n for some purpose and found that they were missing.
The !desk had not been broken, and obviously someone with
a kéy had taken them. However, there was really nothing
in them out of which much political capital could be made;
% If the Civil War had not taken place, and if the
Cothitution had been the subject of ordinary discussions
in the country, no doubt the changes made in deference to

Bridish objections would have assumed very considerable-

political importance,

| The D4il, having at last assembled, got to work
fairly well at once. Tom Johnson, leader of the Labdur
party, assumed the responsibility of acting as leader of
the bpposition. At the time, he often irritated us a
grea% deal by his insistence on debating a great variety of
matt?rs at considerable length. Looking back, however, I
an sgfe that he actually helped us very considerably. If
he had not taken the line he took, but head, because of the
state of eﬁergency, acquiesced in practically everything we
did,; the difference between the Government and the leaders
of tPe Irregulars would not have been so apparent. From
the ioint of view of hoiding and steadying public opinion
the 9pen discussions in the D4il put us in a different
posi%ion altogether from our armed opponents. The fact
that;we had freguently to defend ourselves and our actions
in oﬁen debate only helped to rally opinion behind us. If
we héd not been challenged and had not had to make our case,
many |arguments against us would have been believed but,
beca?se of Mr. Johnson's opposition, we were put in a

|
posi?ion to dispose of them,

It cannot be said that the Civil War proceeded very

satisfactorily. The Army undoubtedly improved in discipline
T
|
\
\

|
i
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andieffectiveness, and officers who were not loyal gradually

weré eliminated, or eliminated themselves, but a kind of rot

|
proéeeded in the country in conseqguence of the guerilla

!
tactics that were being carried on. Paddy Hogan once

reférred very penetratingly to the change in political
opiﬁion which took place in a certain ares where a good many
traéns had been held up and looted, and the loot distributed,
in ﬁart, amongst the people of the locality. Those who
took the loot, as Paddy pointed out, were not content to

lock upon themselves as mere robbers or receivers of stolen
{

goods, so they threw a cloak of political principle around
|

themselves and begah to feel a strong opposition to the

Treéty because that, they felt, justified them in holding

|
on Fo the property which was -distributed amongst them. It

- was| largely because of the widening deterioration of public
| _
mor?le which the general guerilla activities produced and

becéuse of the difficulty of maintaining discipline in the

Army when the Irregulars fired on and killed soldiers and

then surrendered before they themselves had suffered anﬁ

cas?alties, and also because of the feeling of desperation

amo#gst elements of the civil population who were subjected
|

to Ferrorism, that the Government ultimately decided on the

b
policy of executing people found in illegal possession of arms.

| Long before the period of executions, which

ultimately proved decisive, had begun, the Government had

been brought face to face with a quite unexpected difficulty
in the shape of the Post Office strike. I have no doubt

that the pay and conditions of the Post Office workers were

unsétisfactory and that they had ample grounds for dis-

content. I think it is certain, however, that no strike
would have taken place if the British Government had
t
remained in power here and had refused to make concessions,
l

The‘strike took place because there was a new Irish

Government in power, which seemed weak and likely to yield
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toiextreme pressure, and because of political circumstances
ané of the charges of surrender and treachery which had
beén levelled by opponents of the Treaty against it, many
Wo%kers were actually inclined to despise that Government
and to look upon the strike as a means of knocking it down
and walking on it. Actually, as often happens in a strike
ofithe_kind, the very difficulties of the time made it
eaéier for the Government to face up to the results of an

| .
entire dislocation of the postal services than would other-

wi%e have been the case.

L From the moment the strike began, Joe McGrath, who
had been closely associated with the Labour movement for
maﬂy years, was anxious for a settlement, J. J. Walsh, who
waﬁ Minister for Posts and Telegraphs was, on ﬁhe other
haﬁd, very determined, and rightly determined, that the
isﬁue should be fought out to a conclusion. We used to
be%amused at J.J., who spent every morning doing a round
of;the other Kinisters and gingering them up for fear that
th%y should weaken and make a settlement which would be
eqdivalent to a Govermment surrender. _Actually, the whole
Civil War crisis was so acute that there was no general
sympathy for the Post Office strikers, and essential

communications were carried on somehow, with the result
| :

th&t the sirike ended with Jjust a small gesture of con-
|

cession by the Government.

I was appointed by Mr. Cosgrave, when the DEil met,

as Minister for Local Government, he himself taking the
offlice of Minister for Finance. He had intended that
Mr.'E.P.McCarron, an official of the old Local Government
Boa}d, should be tﬂe new Secretary of the Department.

He ésked me to appoint him and I, having no knowledge of
theipersonnel, was perfeectly willing to accept his advice,
Whi%h I had afterwards plenty of reason to know was quite

|
sound and correct. However, the appointment of Mr,

f
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Mccqrron immediately led to a threat of a crisis corres-
ponéing to that which had arisen in the Civic Guards when
cerﬁain ex-R. I. C. men had been employed as officers gnd
inséructors. Local Government authorities throughout the
couétry, under the guidance of the officials of the D4il
Locél Government Depariment, had been fighting and defying
theiLocal Government Board and carrying on the work of the
var;ous Councils contrary to all the instructions and wishes
of fhe Board. In consequence, the L. G.B. was looked upon
witﬁ some of the hatred with which Volunteers looked upon
theiheadquarters staff of the R.I.C. Although we proceeded
to éismiss the members of the Board, like Dr. Biggar,
praétically all the D4il officials, who had been carrying

on %he fight, were very discontented when they learned that
an éfficial of the old Board was going to be Secretary of
theiDepartment and their official superior. A rumour
reaéhed me that the D4il officials had had a meeting and
had!made up their minds to reéign in a body and do their

|
best to carry all the Councils in the country over to the

ant%-Treaty side. Whether everybody was present at such a
mee%ing or not I do not know, but that some such plan was
bei%g canvassed I was ceritain - and it was afterwards
adm%tted. Mr. McCarron handed me his resignation from the
pos? of Secretary to which he had just been appointed.

I refused to accept it and immediately thought out a plan
of éction against the prospective mutineers which proved
suc%essful. The proposed salaries in the new Department
of %he various officials of the old D4il Department had
beeé fixed but were not known to anyone apart from Mr,
Cosérave and Mr. HcCarron and myself, to whom the list
alr%ady prepared had been presented for ratification.

I téok the salary iist and, having not thé slightest
per%onal knowledge of the officials concerned, proceeded to

revise it, What I did was this. All the officials of =g

|
certain grade in the o0ld D4il Department were each to have

E
f
|
|
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béen given a salary of, 1 think, £500 per annum, I went

down the list and, without altering the total amount
{

involved and without any reference whatever to the personal
circumstances or qualifications of the individuals
concerned, altered their salaries, Thus, some men who
h?d been put down for £500 I reduced to £350, others I

p#t up to £750. Having thus corrected the list, I sent
it out to the office to be typed and distributed. A
d%ep and lasting split occurred amongst the DEil officials
i#mediately. Concerted action became impossible and no
oeert attempthwas ever made by them to act in common
aéainst the Government. One or itwo of the inspectors

wﬁo Qere inclined to be a little troublesome showed a
c%rtain lack of courage afterwards, on an occasion when
aﬂ investigation that they were holding was interrupted
by armed Irregulars, and I found an opﬁortunity to make
tﬂem feel that they were in the black books and that it
wéuld be dangerous to do anything that would annoy me.

T@e conseguence was that they ceased to agitate to any

aépreciable extent against the o0ld L.G.B. officials.

|

‘ Some little time before becoming Minister for
Lécal Government and while I was in the Department of
Home Affairs I had to deal with a hunger-strike. A
n#mber of ordinary criminsls, who had perhaps worn
p%litical badges, went on hunger-strike, A couple of
tﬁem, I remember, were men who had robbed a bank in
C%mden Street. After = few days on hunger-strike the
pﬁison doctor began to get shaky, as many doctors do,
an t0 send in alarmist reports about the condition of
tﬁe prisoners. I directed that while he should visit
tﬂe Prisoners as usual, no reports were to be forwarded
tq me, as the prisoners would not in any circumstances
|
|
|

be releasedlno matter what their condition of health

mi%ht be. I then prepared a document and directed the
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Govérnor to read it to the prisoners. In this I stated
that they would not be released, that when they died, the
Civil War powers that we then possessed would be used to
preﬁent any inguest or any announcement of their deaths in
the;newspapers, and that they would be buried in unmarked
and ﬁnrecorded graves in the prison, and that no further
report on any of them was to be sent to me till after his
death. The prison authorities seemed to have been able to
convince the men that the threat was seriously meant,
becaﬁse a few days afterwards they went off munger-strike and
we h?d no more trouble with their kind thereafter, I
always held steadily to the view that an Irish Government

should not allow itself to be bluffed and baffled by hunger-
|

strikes, as the British Government had been,

=

| I had for a period, while Hinister fop Home Affairs,
a sl%ght connection with Oriel House. Captain Saurin and
some | others visited me one morning and‘}nformed me that the
Army wanted to give up its control of Oriel House and of the
G.I.ﬁ. and hand it over. to the civil authorities. I knew
nocbody who was suitable to be put in charge of the place,
and ét the suggestion of J.J:Walsh I appointed Captain
Moynihan, who had been successful, and as people said to
me léter,much too successful, as an investigator in the Post
Office under the British. Though it was not disclosed to
me at the time, I heard afterwards that his dismissal by the
British had been because he had not been as gscrupulous as he
ought to have been about methods of procuring evidence
against those whom he had become convinced were guilty.
Afteq Mr. Walsh had recommended him I made a few enqguiries
abouf Moynihan before appointing him, but nothing was said
to mé et the time which would lead me to think he would not
be réliable. He remained for a considerable time in Oriel

House|, being ultimately, I believe, removed from office by

Joe McGrath after he had taken it ‘over,

)
l
|
i
I
i
I
i
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Oriel House was a somewhat doubtful institution, and

a godd many suggestions were made that its methods were too
1ikeithe worst we hear of the American police, However, the
Aﬁer%can police operate under peace conditions, whereas Oriel
Hous% at the time was carrying on under war conditions, and
if i&vestigators were sometimes somewhat tough with prisoners,
I shéuld say that the circumstances were such that tough
methgds were not only excuseable, but inevitable, However,
my pqrsonal contact with the institution lasted a very short
timeJ I was never actually in the building, and all I knew
abouq it was what I learned when Moynihan of some of thel

otheﬁs came up two or three times a week to the office,

real#y Duggan's office in Government Buildings, where I sat,

; I heard later on that Oriel House operated very

succ%ssfully. I think that Mr. Moynihan had some of the

qualﬁties of the detective of fiction and I heard of him
folléwing up very slight clues and effecting arrests, and

1ocaﬁing arms dumps.
}

'
|

'E - About this time I had very slight contact with another
man who volunteered to help with somewhat similar work, Henry
Harrison. Harrison, who is still to the fore, had been for
some:time, as a very young man, unofficial secretary to
Parnéll. He belonged to a Unionist family in County Down,
and ﬁas actually the heir to some very heavily encumbered
propérty which included the town of Holywood. He himself
appeéred before the British Houée of Lords in a lawsuit
conn%cted with the property and was very highly complimented
by s%me of the Law Lords on his conduct of the pfoceedings.
He j%ined the British Army during the 1914 war, I think in
respanse to the call of Redmond and the leaders of the Irish
Parti. I understand he had?distinguished record in that
confiict. He afterwards became a friend of James MacNeill

in the Stephen's Green Club and on several occasions, when

1
i
[l
i
'
|
i
|
'
1
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political matters were being discussed, he took the Sinn

Féin side very strongly.

Jaﬁes MacNeill introduced Harrison to a number of
Minﬁsters. At one stage during the Civil War, when groups
of'&rregulars carrying revolvers made attacks umexpectedly
on beople and buildings, and it proved impossible to deal
with by ordinary methods, Henry Harrison volunteered to
org;nise a system of armed civilian patrols. He got
togéther a number of men whom he could trust and, armed with
revglvers, they patrolled certain areas where they thought
the& were likely to meet similar groups of Irregulars.

I b%lieve that they did on occasions effect contact and
excﬁange shots with Irreguiar groups. Kevin 0'Higgins was
theiMinister directly in touch with Henry Harriéon, and I
remémber that for a time, at any rate, he was satisfied that
Harpison‘s patrols were serving a useful purpose and proving

[ .
very disturbing to marauding Irregulars.

b
b

My contact with the Department of Home Affairs in any
for@al way ended when Kevin O'Higgins came back from the
Army after Collins's death and on the assembly of D4il
Eiréann. He was then appointed Minister for Home Affairs,
as it was called; I think, at the time, and I was appointed

t0o Lbcal Government,

Cabinet meetiﬁgs, of course, were much more frequent
at that time than afterwards, as we were all living in
Gove%nment Buildings and could come together daily without
muchztrouble and, moreover, we were not much occupied with

ordihary departmental or political activity,

{ I have already mentioned that as soon as the attack
on tbe Four Courts began, a number of Ministers came into
Govefnment Buildings and slept on mattresses on the floor.
The ante-chamber to the present Cebinet room, which was also

the Cabinet room at that time, was used as a kind of
l
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restéurant, and meals were brought in from Mills Restaurant
in.Merrion Row. Even after the Ddil opened, that continued
for éome time, Then the attacks on houses, attempted
blowing up and burning, became more fréquent, and several
Miniéters were anxious that their wives should be accommno-
dated in Government Builldings. The upper storeys of a wing
in the College of Science, adjacent tq the Natural History
Musehm, were taken over, They consisted of a number of
large and small laborateries. The Board of Works fitted

up temporary partitions in the bigger laboratories and made

three bedrooms of eachof them.

i The wives of all the Ministers did not come in.
Neither did Mrs. Hayes, wife of Michael Hayes, who had been
Minister for Education and became Ceann Comhairle, Mrs.
Hugh‘Kennedy, wife of the Attorney General, did not come in
eithér. In fact, now that I think of it, only a minority
of the wives came in. Mrs. Kevin O'Higgins, Mrs. J.J.Walsh
and my wife were amongst ther. What had been a professor's
room was made into a dining-room, and another laboratory
was fitted up as a kitchen. Mrs., Dick Muléahy recommended
Mrs.‘carroll, whose husband was killed when the police
raided their house for Dan Breen and Sedn Treacy.
Accommodation for her son who was a growing boy was found in

the place,

. After some discussion we decided that under the
strgss of the Civil War and the irritation of living Te)
close together, it was difficult enough for Ministers to
avoid falling out, and that it would be better not to bring
thejwives into the dining-room, or sitting-room as it was
in the evenings. This applied both to wives living in
and to those who might call, We made a rule that the

wives would be served with breakfast in their OWn Irooms

and that they should go outside for other meals, Actually,
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some little stresses did arise and I am satisfied that it
was 'a wise regulation, although all of them resented it and
probably would have got it upset only that Mr. Cosgrave was

very firm aboﬁt it,

John MacNeill was the most constant occupant of the
dining=-sittingroom. Dan McCarthy reported that John had
written home to Mrs., MacNeill stating that he was prepared
to ﬁemain indefinitely in the Ministers' gquarters as he was
winning a pound a night at bridge. In the daytime, John
usedito sit at a small table by the fire working at the
Brehén Laws or something of the kind, and could not bhe
indu;ed to go down to his office. We were told that, on
occasion, three or four deputations were there trying to
see him, and even when his secretary came for him, John
continued with his o0ld manuscripts and sént directions that
someﬁody else was to see the callers on his behalf, John
was a most pleasant dompanion in the quarters, having a fund
of s%ories. He was constantly engaged in jokes of some
sorttor other. One day, very strong criticism was levelled
by other iinisters at the designs which were being
considered for the postage stamps. The criticism, though
partiy serious, was mostly intended to rise J.J.Walsh, It
happened that J.J.Walsh, like many Corkmen, had a great
dbjeétion to Tim Healy. John MacNeill wass quite a good
draughtsman, and when J.J, said to him, "If you object to
the désigns why don't you produce a better one yourself?!
John épent half an hour working carefully with his pencil,
and tpen brought forward what he recommended as the design
for tpe twopenny stamp - a nicely drawn picture in which
the i@entity of the two figureé shown was perfectly clear.,
It Waé a representation of J.dJ.Walsh kneeling on one knee
and a%ssing Tim Healy's ring. J. d. took the Jjoke iy good
part,?but did not agree to the recommendation which we all

made ﬁhat the design should be accepted,
1
1

i
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' One day, there was some talk about Mary MacSwiney,
and J,dJ,Walsh said thaf in her school in Cork there had
be%n debate among the girls as to whether or not she had
a %ooden leg. One of the girls, according to J.dJ., had
tried the suspected limb with a hatpin and had got no
reéction. Thereupon, John MacNeill said, "I suppose we
wobld be justified in saying that Mary MacSwiney will
stémp the country AQuring the next election'.

I do not remember many of John MacNeill's witticisms,.

but am quite clear that he very frequently kept the.table

amused,

: There were a couple of special occasions on which
thé women were admitted to the diningroom and some of the
wives who were not living in the builﬁing came in as guests.
This was rarticularly so at Christmas when we had quite a

party, so that it was difficult to find space for all,

General Mulcahy very éeldom came into the Ministers'
quarters and we only met him at Cabinet meetings. =~ Joe
McGrath on the other hand was very frequently there, The
peoﬁle actually living in, as far as I remember now, were
Liam T. Cosgrave, Kevin O'Higgins, Paddy Hogan, Desmond
Fitzgerald, J. J. Walsh, Dan McCarthy, the Whip, Hugh
Kennedy, the Attorney-General, Famon Dugganrand J.B. Whelehan,
who' was at the time Deputy Minister for Industry and

Commerce,

' A little later on a number of deputies who, for
various reasons, were regarded as subject to attack, were
houged in Buswell's Hotel in Molesworth Street, just across
Kildare Street from Leinster House. The place had, of
course, a guard of its own, as well as being close to the
troéps stationed in Leinster House. I never happened to

go to Buswell's Hotel at the time, My clearest recollec-

tion in connection with it relates to the installation in
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it of Frank Bulfin, At a certain time during the Civil
ﬁar severe threats were issued against members of the Ddil.
Actually, Bagwell of the Great Northern Railway, who was

é Senator, was kidnapped. e was released, however, when
pan Hogan, with a certain amount of deliberate publicity,
gathefed about forty oﬂ}giominent Irregular prisoners into
hountjoy, and it was expected that the nwiber of executions
@hich would follow any injury to Bagwell would far exceed
fthe nunber which'féllowed the shooting of Sedn Hales and

|
Bagwell was nominally allowed to escape,

: Senator Oliver Gogarty was kidnapped and escaped

;by swimmihg the Liffey, an exploit which was the subject
?afterwards of some comic verses, which Gogarty had not the
iquicknegs to claim as his own until some months afterwards.
llGogarty came back to Government Buildings from the Civie
‘Guard Depot a very nuch shaken man, and went to England

ifor a period shortly afterwards,

0ld George Sigerson, who was a Senator, was induced

to resign. Another Senator, when threatened, came up to

|
t
|
!
:Dublin to resign also but spoke to me first as a friend,
fand I succeeded in dissuading him.

i

!

Finally,Frank Bulfin was subjected to some sort of

terrorism, and sent in a letter of resignation to the

Speaker of the D4il. Michael Hayes, instead of reading

it out to the D4il, which would have made the resignation

effective, handed it over to Mr. Cosgrave. Cosgrave

decided that Bulfin must be interviewed and dissuaded.

A group of three men, one of whom was Joe O'Reilly, was

sent to bring Bulfin to town. They exceeded their
instructions, but the effect was very good, As told by
Joe 0'Reilly to me, what happened was that they went first

to Frank Bulfin's house, where they were told that he had

gone to the fair in the adjacent .town. They arrived
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there when the fair was pretty well over, and began making

ﬁnquiries about Frank, ultimately finding him enjoying a
drink in a public-house. They told him that President

| . . .
Cosgrave had sent them to bring him to Dublin. Bulfin

ésked if he was under arrest. They said "Not at all",
éut showed.the points of their revolvers through their
?oats, and told him it would be advisable for him to come
éo town. Bulfin thereupon entered to motor with them;
énd somewhere along the road they performed a charade,
ﬁhich certainly shook him They stopped the car and one
$f them proposed that they "shoot the oul' bastard and
have no more trouble with him". Another agreed that it
éould be the simplest procedure, while a third,ostensibly
%ore cautious, argued that Cosgrave would be so annoyed
%ith them that they would be in endless trouble. After
?hat appeared to be a long wrangle, the fellow who was
%gainst such bloodshed seemingly succeeded in restraining

ﬁhe others, and Bulfin was put back into the motor car

%nd brought to town. When he arrived lir. Cosgrave sent

%or me so that the two of us might interview him, one of
?s being fierce and the other soft with him if necessary.
ﬁowever, there was no trouble, because the wrangle on the
}oadside had convinced Frank that it might be more
bangerous to resign from the D4il than to stay in it.
ﬁhen Cosgrave told him that he need not go home, that he
Eould live in Buswells Hotel where he would have a numberp
?f T.D's for companionship and where there was a constant
guard, he agreed at once to- remain a member of the DZ£il.
Fosgrave thereupon got a bottle of whiskey, gave him a
Frink and, as it was late at night, asked me if I could
éet my wife to prepare a meal for him as the maids were
511 gone to bed, She did this, and Frank and I had our
supper together. I then handed him over to Joe O'Reilly

ﬁho took him across to Buswell's Hotel.
|
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F Frank remasined in the D4il. He voted solidly
f

wiﬁh the Government and spoke strongly for us in the
I

ensuing general election,

[
3 We had no other incidents of the kind. I suppose

Frénk's story got round amongst the T.D's, but I must say

that the incident made me feel very strongly that.once

civil war is started, all ordinary rules must go by the
i
board, and that if there happened to be a big scare
!
following, perhaps, one or two additional deaths of T.D's

oﬁ Senators, it would be our duty to apply sufficient

counter terror to neutralise the terror which was being
P

used against us.

|

I .
After Kevin O'Higgins assumed charge of Home Affairs

he arranged that General O'Duffy should be appointed
!
Commissioner of the Civic Guards. I expect that General

f
O?Duffy had applied to him for the appointment, because I

remenmber that just before the outbreak of the Civil War

[ )
'Duffy and I were in Monaghan electioneering, where we

were joint pro-Treaty c andidates, and either on the journey
I

to Monaghan or on the journey from Monaghan, O'Duffy spoke

]
to me at great length about his interest in police work

and about his belief in his own capacity to do it well,

In any case, the opinion of O'Duffy amongst Ministers was
| .
very high at the time. His excessive vanity had not

manifested itself, and he was thought of as a strict,

| .
thoroughgoing, enterprising man, who could tackle such a

!
Joh as the restoration and maintenance of discipline

[ .
amongst the Civic Guards very well. In fact, I am

satisfied that O'Duffy did do a very good job in his

earlier days as a police chief.

f O'Higgins had some little trouble in getting the

;voluntary resignation of Staines and of Paddy Brennan.
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Staines, indeed, was relatively willing to go, though he

félt there was some reflection on him in reguiring his
"
résignation but, on the other hand, I think he believed

|
that after what had happened he could never make a success

of the post of Commissioner and that it was necessary that

; .
ainew man should be put at the head of the Force. Paddy

Brennan was definitely more sticky. Ultimately, however,

hé realised that he had to go, and he approved of the

|
aﬁpointment of O'Duffy. He was induced to accept an
|

alternative post as Superintendent of the Ddil. Whenhe

actually took up duty he practically refused to do any work
i

as he disliked the post intensely. In collaboration with
|

tﬁe Government, Michael Hayes pursued the policy of merely
ﬂnsisting that he attend and remain in the place every day,
Qithout ﬁothering mucﬁ whether he did anything or not.
éfter a time, the boredom got him down to such an extent

that he was quite willing to carry out the duties assigned

to him, and remained in the D4il for a great many years.

i
|
! 0'Duffy, once he had taken charge of the Guards

?nd assured them that, as far as he was concerned, the
bast was past and that nobody was going to suffer for

?ny part he may have had in the mutiny, began to enforce
discipline with a stern hand. I was told that the first
hight that he was on duty in the Castle he heard a Guard
%uarrelling with another and using obscene language.
p'Duffy dismissed him instanter, though in ordinary circum-
;stances, the offence would not have called for dismissal.
s far as I could hear, he established supremacy over

L
ithe Guards very guickly, and after a little time no doubt

'remained as to their discipline and loyalty.

Although it had early on been taken for granted
ithat any police force which we should send out to replace

'the R.I.C. would be an unarmed force, we actually, in the
l

circumstances that prevailed when we were ready to open



; . | | 176,

.F

tﬁe first Civic Guard stations, had some difficulty in
&efinitely deciding that the Guards must be unarmed.

gome Ministers thought that they would be hunted out of
ﬁheir stations within a few days if they had not guns to
éefend themselves, Others held that to arm them would
énly be to subject them to attack and that if they were
ﬂot driven out of the stations they would be begieged in
#hemAand confined to them, and that the position would
?e worse than if we did not attempt to send out poiice

at all, This argument prevailed, and wa finélly.came to
ﬁhe conclusioh that the only thing that would get real
§ympathy for the Guards was to have them, for the time
ﬁeing, defenceless against armed attack, It was not
?ong till it became obvious that the decision to have

the Guards unarmed was justified and, although detectives
#ere afterwards supplied with arms, the attitude of the

population to the Guards was very different from their

attitude towards the R, I.C.
|
; JAs far as I remember, Kevin O'Higgins was firm all
fthe time for having the Guards unarmed. I do not know
%hat views O'Duffy had, as during that period the Cabinet
las a whole had no meeting with him, In fact, I do not
think that after his appointment 0'Duffy appeared again
before the Cabinet as a whole until well after the Civil
IWéP, when he was recalled temporarily to the Army as
fChief of Staff after the mutiny, We had one very serious
‘brush with him, as Chief of Police, a little later - the
first of a pumber. Some Civic Guards had beaten up
EIrregulars who were suspected of terrorism or of some
‘action which could not be proved, The Cabinet felt that
fif Civic Guards were to be allowed to beat up anybody,
;the results would be serious. O'Duffy had to admit mis-
;behaviour by the Guards, but he pleaded a measure of

I
:justification. He pleaded also the good record of the

t
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Guards concerned, and alleged that anything that they
did was not for. personal advantage or from personal
métives, but was for the repression of a certain type of
c%ime for which it was difficult to obtain conviction in
Céurt. In spite of all he could say, the Oab;net
d?cided that the Guards in question (I think it was in
County Wicklow) should be dismissed. O'Duffy thereupon
stated that the Cabinet had no power to dismiss members
of the Guards, as the Act laid it down that Guards should
b% appointed and dismissed by the Commissioner, 0'Durfy
was asked to retire from the room, and the members of the
éabinet agreed that they would not tolerate such an
%ttitude on his part. Vhen he returned, he was told by
Mr. Cosgrave, on behalf of the Cabinet, that if he dia
ﬁot dismiss the Guards in question, as requested by the
éovernment, the Government would provide itself with a
gew Commissioner who would dismiss them. O'Duffy went

I -
away without making any promise, but next day he dismissed

;
the offending Guards,

.
I
; After Collins's death, there was for some time a
feeling that the Civil War would speedily end as major
r931stance was broken, but actually it begen to assume a
cﬁronic character, There was a widespread sort of un-
ﬁillingness to really carry on the struggle with a full
ehergy. Feeling, such as I heard Dick Hegarty express in
the very early days of the fighting, appeared to linger on,
I had an argument with Dick at that time in the diningroom
be31de the Cagbinet chamber, in the course of which he said

he hoped that however the struggle ended, the 1st Southern

Division, and in particular some of the Cork Brigades, would
not be eliminated,
5 There was a tendency to hope that the struggle

mlght be brought to an end by negotiations. Individual
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G&mmanders in various areas, instead of pursuing the war
with full vigour as they ought to have done, were inclined
té try to make contact with their opposite numbers and
eﬁter upon discussions. This seems to have extended,
with the exception 6f a Tfew higher officers, right through
the top ranks of the Army. One Cabinet meeting took
p#ace at which it was decided that nobody on behalf of

tﬁe Government would negotiate any more, and that military
o%erations would be carried on with all figour until the
Irregular forces surrendered. General Mulcahy was
pkesent at the meeting and apparently agreed in full with

the decision, though he had already on his own account

made an arrangement to meet Mr., de Valera,
|

! As far as we could learn afterwards, Mulcahy went
étraight out of the Cabinet meeting, got into his car at
éhe door of Government Buildings and drove to a rendezvous
%ith Mr. de Valera, Nothing came of the conversations
which took place between them and quite posgibly the other
ﬁinisters would never have heard of the meeting but for

ﬁhe fact that a Father McGuinness, I think his name was,
who was Provincial or General of the Carmelites and who
ﬁad brought about the meefing, wished to publish & state-
ment in the Press about it. Apparently the whole business
#ad‘been fixed on the understanding that the meeting would
Fe entirely secret. General Mulcahy reminded Father
ycGuinness of this, but such was the priest's desire to
have a statement published that General Muléahy was afraid
ﬁhat in spite of his protests & communication would go out
ito the Press. He accordingly asked Mr. Cosgrave to call
;a meeting of the Cabinet to hear a statement frowm nim.

: I went down to the meeting, like others, wondering
;what could have occurred that made General Mulcahy wish
'to meet all the Ministers so urgently. I remember

!
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perfectly well sitting almost diagonally opposite

Géneral Mulcahy, who was at the far end of the table from
mé on the opposite side. There was & sort of awkward
pause while we were waiting for some Ministers who were
aifew minutesg late, Then Mr, Cosgrave, who may or may

nét have known what was to come, asked General Mulcahy to
sﬁeak. General Mulcahy's first words, said as a joke,
were, "Let everyone put his gun on the table'. He then
pfoceeded to confess to us that before the previous meeting
hé had made arrangements to meet Mr. de Valera, had
r?frained from disclosing the fact while the discussion

wés taking place, and had gone straight away %o the
réndezvous. He then gave some detailé of his conversation
Qith de Valera, to which I think nobody paid much attention.
ﬁhen he had finished there was a dead silence for what
geemed to be minutes. All of us realised that the only
ﬂhing that it was proper to say was that General Mulceshy
éust hand in his resignation. In view of the state of
%ffairs generally, and in view of the way in which the
Government was cut off from the Arny, none of us felt that
we could make that demand. When the silence had lasted

%o long that the Cabinet meeting seemed on the point of
éecoming réther like a Quaker prayer meeting, Mr. Cosgrave
said, “That'S'all"; got up and left his chair, and all of
ﬁs left the room without a single word of comment on '

General Mulcahy's disclosure,

j Personally, I may say that the whole incident

'?ffected my mind very deeply in regard to General Mulcahy,

and I never had full confidence in him afterwards.

ﬁ Although I did not discuss the matter with Kevin

b'Higgins,_or if T did, I have forgotten anything he may

have said, I am perfectly certain that some of his very

Estrong feeling against General iulcahy dated from that time.
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‘ Another incident occurred some time later which
aléo deepened the gap between Gene;al Mulcahy and the
maﬁority of the Cabinet, There were certain officers
WiFh whom the Cabinet was dissatisfied. One was Paddy

i
Daly who was in command in Kerry, and another was Prout

in Kilkenny. The Cabinet desired that these officers

s@ould be removed from their conmands, or at least should
have their powers and areas restricted. General HMulcahy
came back from a tour of the various areas not only

w;thout having carried out the instructions of the Cabinet
bﬁt having confirmed one of these officers in his command

and having extended the territory of the other.

One morning I became aware that Kevin O'Higgins was
iﬁ a state of considerable agitation. It was a Sunday
mprning and he was anxioﬁs to get some documents which had
come into the Department of Justice the previous day.
Apparently, Henry Friel who had been handling them had
locked them away, Ultimately, Kevin succeeded in getting
them'from.Mr. Friel's desk and took them to Mr. Cosgrave,
jhey concerned the beating up by soldiers of two girls in
Kenmare, daughters of a local doctor, who had been
associated with the Black-and-Tans, and who were making

themselves very friendly with officers of our Army. We

!
were, of course, in a state of irritation about how things

ﬁere being done in Kerry. Although other Commnands were
executing Irregulars who came within the regulations, we

¢ould not induce the Commander in Kerry to execute anybody.

The natural result was that soldiers who had seen their

bomrades shot down or blown up by mines planted by men who
guickly surrendered when brought to fight, took the law

into their own hands and guite a number of Irregulars were

put to death in a criminal and unjustifiable way, sometimes

being forced to remove land mines which, acdording to the

I
susplcions which prevailed amongst menmbers of the Government,
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had been deliberately planted.

! Personally I was never as excited about these

crﬁmes and suspicions aé Kevin, Paddy Hogen and Desmond
Fitzgerald were. I felt that, however wrong, such things
wére inevitable in war, and that if those who were
irregularlﬁ-put to death were not, by any chance, innocent
pérsons, the performance was no worse than haﬁpens in
eéery such contest. Whoever were the people with whom
Kévin was in contact, he was certainly getting more frantic

about Army misbehaviour, aﬁd he made up his mind to bring

it to a test in the Kenmare case.

Apparently, the girls were dragged out of their
béds and wefe beaten with belts, No great harm was done
tb them, and the outrage was more an indignity than any-
thing else, O'Higgins was for having arastic action, for
having the Commanding Officer dismissed, and for having
those who were suspected, or who might coﬁe under suspicion
as & result of further investigations, brought béfore a'
courtﬁartiall Mulcahy, of course, resisted this very
étrongly, and there were bitter exchanges between himself
and O'Higgins. Cosgrave was anxious to prevent dissension
going_further, and suggested tﬁat all the documents be

feferred to Hugh Kennedy, who was then Attorney General,

The meeting was adjourned till next day, and Kennedy -
éroduced a written report in which he pointed out the lack
éf evidence and various other factors that would have |
ﬁade a courtmartial difficult. He also, as well as I.
;emember, brought out the fact that the suspicions which
&inisters entertained were the result of rumour and
particularly of Irregular propaganda, and could not be made
fhe basis of legal proceedings. Personally, though I was
ﬁever in favour of outrages and was strongly in favour of
ithe removal of 0'Daly from the Kerry command, largely

because he was not prepared to stand up to the necessary
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ﬁuéiness of carrying out executions when they were
ju$tified, I 4id not agree with O'Higgins in feeling
pafticularly revolted at what seemed to me to be merely a
case of a tfouple of tarts getting a few lashes that did
them no harm. Even Desmond Fitzgerald, although more in
agbeemené with o'Higginé that T was, did not feel that we

coﬁld proceed to'produce an Army crisis over a matter

wqich was essentially only an ordinary war incident.

O'Higgins threw great scorn on Kennedy's opinion,
aﬁd ultimately said he would leave the meeting and the
G?vernment. He rose from the table, and as he went
towards the door Mr, Cosgrave warned him that all documents
1ﬁ the building were Government property, that if he left
hé was entitled to take nothing with him, and that if he
did také anything appropriate steps would follow. After
tﬁe departure of O'Higgins, whom no one was‘prepared to

gccompany, the Cabinet meeting continued and other business

was done,

I believe that some of the Miﬁisters went up later
to see O'Higgins in his room. I did not éo, because I
felt that he had brought himself to the point of* being
almost hysterical about the affair, and I was not in
shfficient sympathy with him to be able to talk him into
% calmer frame of mind. or coﬁrse, I did not want him to

leave the Government and I would have gone to him later if

anybody had told me it would be useful.

Both Paddy Hogan and Desmond Fitzgerald told me of
their talks with him about the incident which, by the way,
ﬁust have taken place after the coming into force of the
¢onstitution, because Hogan was not present at the Cabinet
@eeting. Hogan at the time was anti-Mulcahy, anti-Cosgrave
and anti-Hugh Kennedy. Desmond was more reasonable, and it

was plain to me from his talk that Kevin would not carry out

]
v
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his threat of leaving the Government. There were Cabinet
t

meetings in the next two or three days over various matters,

t

and Kevin did not come to them Before the end of a week,

however, he simply re-appeared at a meeting, and nothing

further was said about the subject of dispute.

I noticed, however, that the whole incident left
Kevin with somewhat stronger feelings against General
ﬁulcahy: In fact, after that, Kevin seldom referred to
nim in ordinary conversation otherwise than as "Mull",
ﬁowever, Kevin O'Higgins was very much given to short-

naming and nicknéming.

I shall go back now to the period prior to the
coming into force of the Constitution. The principal
business of the D4il when it finally did meet in the.

Autumn was the passage of the Constitution as agreed upon

ﬁy the British authorities and as published on the eve of
jthe gengral election, Kevin O'Higgins was designated by
er.VCosgrave as the Minister who would lead for the
;Government in the debates in the D4il. He announced

‘when the document was first before the chamber that there

were certain clasuses which represented agreed inter-

pretations on which the Government would stand or fall,

"but that there were others which the House might amend if
they so liked without producing a Government crisis.
" 0'Higgins's handling of the debates was, 1 thought,

. extremely'good, and it certainly established his position

with Deputies and with the country at large. He was,

" because of political inexperience, very much taken with

certain fancy provisions in the draft Constitution, which
have sinbebeen dropped. He was, for instance, in favour
of the clause which limited excessively the number of
Ministers who would be collectively responsible as a
Cabinet and which provided that a number of other

Ministers should be chosen by a committee of the DEil
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and should be individually responsible to the D4il,

Actually, that clause never worked except insofar as it

prevented Paddy Hogan and one or two other Ministers, who

got chosen as Ministers individually responsible, from

1 being present at Cabinet meetings.

, Although the grip of the Irregulars was loosened
| comﬁaratively soon, to such an extent as to enable the D4il

to .meet, guerilla activities continued almost everywhere,

Graduélly, as I have said,

l

i

% at least from time to time.
|

! we came to the conclusion that steps must be taken to
i

restore order fully, because what was going on was

demoralising large nunbers of the people. Ultimately we

decided that men found in illegal possession of arms

|
i
|
| should be brought before committees of officers for trial

and, if found guilty, e xecuted. We decided on committees

of officers because the procedure for courts-martial was
so strict and so cumbersome that it would ordinarily be

much easier and quicker to get a conviction before a
L
ispecial Civil Court than before a court-martial,

I
t All these decisions were, of course, known and
| :

igenerally approved by supporters of the Government in the
|

Ddil,

1

|

i Party meetings at that time had a special importance

?nd, because Deputies felt that they could not attack the
| ] h
quernment proposals in the Ddil, nearly all important

@atters were mentioned at Party meetings in advance where,

speaking in camera, Deputies could say anything they might
want to say.

‘1

l

E Some of the people who approved of ithe committees
o? officers must not have realised that the Government:was
|

n

‘.

|

|

!

'.

|

l

in earnest about the proposals.

The first to suffer under the new arrangements
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ﬁere three young fellows who were caught with guns some-
%here in County Dublin. They were dqu brought before a
éommittee of officers and sentenced to death. "TFor some
%eason, kr. Cosgrave was not able to be present gt fhe
éarty meeting which was held after their condepnnation, and
; happened to be the MHinister whose duty it was to tell
%he Deputies that these men were to be executed the follow-
#ng morning, As I stood addressing the Party, I noticed
éismay on several faces. Pddraig 6 Mdille, whose face
ﬁas very large and fat, sat directly in front of me and I
;emember that as he listened to the news, his whole visage
shook like a blancmange. There were some appeals to the
Government to let the young men off, but they came from

a small minority of the Party. The big body of Deputies
were more than tired of long drawn out sniping activities,
énd were fully prepared to support the Government in its

determination that, if necessary, drastic steps should be

Qaken.

i The executions presumably gave a shock to some

members of the pubiic, but many indications reached us to
1

show that the general mass of the preople were behind us.

Immediately after the execution of the three young

4ads, Erskine Childers was found illegally in possess;on

%f a pistol, and he became subject to the regulations.

%e was duly tried, found guilty and sentenced to death.

I% his case, however, all sorts of forces went into operation

do try and prevent his execution. Lven English public

ﬁen, members of the House of Lords, found means to convey

Qppeals for clemency. Influentisgl people in Ireland

ﬂike Mrs. dJ. R. Green and James MacNeill, afterwards
dovernor General, also sent in their appeals. Moreover,
gction was taken in the court by way of Habeas Corpus.
éll of us felt that no mercy could be shown in Childers'

case; It was not merely that many of us thought him
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War by reason of the line he took during Treaty negotia~

tions and particularly in the Treaty debates where he

foretold things about the English attitude to the Treaty

i
| largely responsible for the actual occurrence of the Civil
I
i

which subseguent events proved to be entirely unfounded,
|
‘but which helped to make certain people ready to go to

!extremes to prevent the acceptance and implementation of
;thg Treaty.' There was also the fact that three young
people with no influence and with no knowledge of affairs,
who had been caught with guné Just before Childers, had

r
|
been sent before the firing squad. I think every Minister
|

‘believed that if we were to reprieve Childers, having
|
‘executed ignorant ordinary young fellows, our position

|
iwonld be impossible vis-a-vis the public and vis-a-vis

|
| There was a certain fear amongst some Ministers
|

;that some cracﬁed Judge might order his release. At
;that time a single Judge could decide é Habeas Corpus case.
;There was some little discussion amongst us as to what
;should occur in case a Judge should sbuse his position,
lrefuse to recognise the state of war and order the military

to release Erskine Childers. Some of us, including
!myself, believed that if that happened we should shut
idown the ex-British courts (just as we had shut down the
béil Eireann Courts) until the conflict had ended.
&here'were other Ministers who would not have agreed
with that course, and if Childers' release had been

Tordered, there would, of a certainty, have been grave

b
i

division amongst us. Because of this feeling, one or

ﬁwo Ministers were of the opinion thet after a Judge had

hischarged the Habeas Corpus application, the sentenced
|

man should be taken out instanter and executed before
|

?urther application could be made to another Judge.
:

That was opposed by most Ministers and, in particular,

3

was opposed with great force by.General Mulcahy.
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ltimately the way was clear and the execution took place,

U
|
f Personally, although I was as firmly in favour of

e

xecuting Erskine Childers as any member of the Government,
% had no personal ill-feeling towards him st a2ll, and I
had never been angry with him for his attitude on the_
?reaty. I had no ﬁelief that there was the slightest
foundation for the charges of being practically a British
égent, which Griffith used to bring agsinst him, and 1
pever hesitated to say sc. I regarded his execution
éolely as an act of war, necessitated by public volicy and

i

absolutely essential to the country's welfare. I regarded
; )

hlso the sentence as being just, even though it was a
|

sentence for a technical offence. A technical offence in
I »
a war situation can be as serious as the greatest ordinary

Lo . ,
crime in normal times.

i As the Civil War went on there was some slight
ldivergence of opinion in the ranks of the pro-Treaty
EDeputies. I never quite got to the bottom of 1t, but

rthere was certainly some suggestion of a split and of an

iattempt to bring the Civil War to an end by negotiations.

I

\J. J. Walsh wae supposed to be cognizant of it, if not one

|

10of the promoters. He was on somewhat bad terms with some

of the other Ministers. However, although whispers went

!

rround that there would be a move in the Ddil with a view
to setting up a composite Government with some dissident
|

‘members of Cumann na nGael, Labour members and Farmers

Deputies, nothing came of it. Although I was very

‘friendly with J,J.Walsh in after years and often in his
[

| company, I never enguired of him gbout the matter. T
|
?only know that all Ministers, because of various hints

Epieced together, believed that some negotiations had been
Jtaking place. George Gavan Duffy, an ex-~liinister, waw
5the sécond prominent man.supposed to be involved in
?whatever moves took place.

!

!
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|
; Even if the matter had come into the open, I do
éot think that there would have been any danger of the
éovernment'being out-voted in the D4il. The opiniqn of
%ost Deputies was that the matter had to be fought to a
%inish and the whole chapter ended in such a way tha£

?here would never again be civil conflict in the country.

\ When the Constitution had been passed, the new

Government was established under the title "The Executive
|

! _
. Council", and voting took place for the new Senate which

was elected, on the basis of proportional representation,
%y members of the D4il. As far as the Government Party
Was concerned, the procedure which was followed at sub-
éequent elections was adopted. At a Party meeting the
pames of those to be supported were decided on, and then
ﬁhe individual members were allotted the people for whom

&hey were to vote,

I remenber that the name of Dr, Lonmbard Murphy was

I
i
!

suggested as a possible Senator at the Party meeting.

i

His name was turned down with great emphasis, people

!

iremembering the article in the "Irish Independent" calling
}for the execution of James Connolly, and remembering the

attitude of the paper on other issues during the struggle.

The only person on the Government list who was not

|

elected was James MacNeill, who afterwards became High
?Commissioner in London, and later still, Governor General.
The deputies allotted to vote for him apparently ratted

and returned others.

|
|
f
|
i .
E One of the members who falled to vote as directed
|

iwas, as far as 1 remember, Martin Nally, & Mayo deputy,

who had been anxious for the return of someoneé who was

not selected at the Party meeting.

!
|
|
! While the Senate was being fixed the question of
t
|

I
i
'
1
]
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éppointing a High Commissioner in London to take office

%s soon as the new Government was formed was discussed.
%fter some talk it was decided to ask Professor R.J.Henry,
who had the chair of classics in Queen's University,
ﬁélfast, and who had written a very favourable book on
Sﬁnn Féin, to take the post. I was present at the inter-
vaew which Mr. Cosgrave and Kevin O'Higgins had with him
i£ Leinster House. He refused the office; largely I
t£ink, because the summary executions to which I shall now
réfer took place between the despatch of the-Government's
letter to him and his interview with us. He felt, it
s¢emed to me, that the Free State might yet'fall to pieces
a%d that if he left Queen's University, Belfast, as he
would be forced to do since he could not hope to get leave

|
'oﬁ absence, he might find himself stranded and discredited.

1
|

| '
place, Pddraig 6 Mdille and Sedn Hales were fired on on

On the day on which the voting for the Senate took

the quays as they drove on an outside car to the Ddil.

Séén Hales was killed and P4draig § M4ille wounded, but
ndt very seriously. Some amusement was caused by Pddraig
o] Eéille's‘message from the hospital in which he adjured
de?uties not to forget Counihan.  Mr. Counihan, who was
at] that time elected Senator and was for a long time after-
wa%ds in the House, was Pddraig § Mdille's favourite

ca#didate, and P{draig was afraid that his absence from

the voting might leave Mr. Counihan short.
|

1
? 1 cannot remember exactly what took place in the
Ddil when it assenmbled after the shooting, but the

proceedings were brief,

J

1 went later on that evening, as I was Minister
for Local Government and had, therefore, responsibility
|
foﬂ electoral matters, to the College of Science where

thé counting of the Senate votes was in progress. Two

|
}
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Jr three deputies were there, including the Ceann Comhairle,
@ichael Hayes, and we discussed the afternoon's happening.
W% agreed amongst ourselves that such an attack on the Ddil
had to be met by drastic measures and that they should be
t;ken at once. As we were breaking up and as I was going
o%f to the Cabinet room to attend the meeting of the
E%ecutive Council which had been summoned, one of the group

séid to me, "It will be ho use taking action next week.

Wﬁatever is going to be done must be done tomorrow".

% As T went across to the Cabinet room I was thinking
oé what I should propose in case nothing better was
s%ggesfed. _ I took the view that the lives of the men who
h%d been in the Four Courtq were forfeit as rebels and that
a#though we had not brought them to trial =sfter the Four
Co#rts surrender nor in the interval, it was still open to
uszto have them tried by the equivalent of a drumhead
co?rtmartial. What I had, therefore, in mind was that a
sp?cial court or committee of officers should be set up
fo%thwith and that a number of the leaders of the Four
Coérts garrison should be brought before it charged with

reéellion, and executed if found guilty, as they doubtless

wou‘i.ld be.

|
| My watch was apparently wrong, because when I
b
reached the Cabinet chamber the Executive Council was
alr?ady in session, all menbers being present except myself
|

and Joe McGrath. As I moved from the door to my usual
{

place at the table I heard a list of names being read out.

l -
They were the names of Mellows, Barrett, O'Connor and

McK%lvey. As I took my seat I gathered that the proposal
wasithat they should be executed in the morning without
anyiform of trisal. It instantly struck me that the terror-
striking effect of this would be greasater than that of the‘

measure which I myself had thought of proposing.
i

Consequently, I did not put my own suggestion forward but,
|

|



L

E : 191,
!
\

o? the‘instant, mentally accepted the suggestion which was
a%tually belng made. After a very few minutes' discussion
M%. Cosgrave proceeded to put the question round the table
tb ascertain whether or not those present agreed with the
p&oﬁoaal. I ' was one of the first two or three to vote;
ﬁesmond Fitzgerald was before me. We both agreed to the
s@ggestion. It then came to the turn of Kevin O'Higgins.
ﬁevin, as I have already said, perhaps because he had some
#egal training and perhaps, also, because he was closely
éonnected with a family which had long been associated
%ith publicraffairs, was inclined to take a more studied
view Of many problems than some of the rest of us. He
%esitated a little about assenting to the summary executions.,
%e asked whether any other measure would not suffice.

The answer he got from two or three was that it would not.
%is hesitation d4id not last more than a minute and he did
éot ask mofe than two or three questions., He then paused
#or a moment or two, apparently turning the matter over

in his own mind. The rest of us waited in silence watching
?im, and he finally said, “Téke them out and shoot them".
The remaining members of the Cabinet then agreed to the

executions,

r
| Just when everybody had voted, Joe McGrath entered
I

the room. Everything was gone over again for his benefit

Fnd he, like Kevin O'Higgins, hesitated somewhat before

agreeing. He asked some questions, and this time Kevin

#as amongst those who were persuading the hesitater that

|
what was proposed was the only practicable and adequate
hethod of securing deputies against a campaign of assagsina-

‘tion which might break up the D4il. Joe McGrath, after

fa iittle talk, fell in with the view of the reat which,

|
findeed, was the only view that men with responsibilities

lsuch as we had could take in the circumstances with which

;we were faced. There would have been no rational alterna-

'tive to the course actually taken except that which I
!

H
|
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mjself had in mind before cﬁming to the meeting. Actually,
a;trial such as I had thought of would have been locked

uﬁon by the public as farcical, since the conclusion would
héve been foregone, and it would have been regarded as an
a#tempt by the Government to shuffle out of the responsibility.
Wé all felt that we were at a crisis in the national history
wpich required us not to shirk any responsibility which

came up to us, but to stand out firmly before the people,

who were a good deal shaken by the events of previous months.
i There was, of course, no discussion of names by the
Cébinet. The names presumably were selected by Army
officers as those of men whose execution would be most
célculated to have the maximum warning effect on membéra of
t#e Irregular forces in all parte of the country. Personal
féelings did not come into the matter at all. I was &always
m&self on the best of terms with Liam Mellows, Kevin

0'Higgins had been an intimate friend of Roery O'Connor.

' Péssibly other members of the Cabinet had been friends of

o#e or other of their two companions. . We ghould not,
h%wever, in a situation like that have thought of begging
tﬁat a8 personal friend should be favoured at the expense of
someone whom we happened not to know or to care about
pérsonally. I am aﬁre, in spite of some sentimental
rﬁbbish which has been published, that no one would have
tﬁought for a moment of mentioning the name of an individual
either for execution or to be spared. We were desaling
with something much more important than personalities and
wé felt that what we were doing wes to direct and suthorise
t#e Army to carry out a measure which would be effective in
cﬁecking terrorism. I frankly regarded it as an act of
céunter-terror, not of vengeanée, and though just, not

primarily an act of justice but an extreme act of war.
i

! The suggestion has been made that somebody issued a
statement on the decision without the consent of all members
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|
o? the Cabinet. That suggestion is without foundation.
The statement which was issued had presumsbly been prepared
a% Army Headguarters. It was read and accepted by the
Cébinet either with a trifling emendation or as it stood.
KLvin O'Higgins, like every other memher of the Cabinet,
fully agreed to the dra@t.which ultimately was published.

‘ _ Mr
! .
| I gathered fron/Cosgrave afterwards that from the
p?int of view of the ecclesiastical agthorities the state-

ment in itself was very bad. It described what was done
aé a reprisal and solémn warning. Mr. Cosgrave apparently
had a bad half-hour with somebody over the matter, and told
né that, taking everything into account, the actual decision
wpich we-iook was fully justified and could not be condemned,
bﬁt that the statement which we put out, with its use of

the word reprisal, was wrong, He deplored that we had not‘
b%en better advised on the wording of the statement. I
néver heard Kevin O'Higgins speak about the statement at all.
I# never was discussed at a Cabinet meeting, and the past
being past, I do not think that anybody except Mr. Cosgrave
himself was much troubled about the. matter. Of course it
Wgs, I suppose, in the minds of those of us who had heard
aﬁout the point that if a further drastic action of the kind
became necessary, care would have to be exercised in regard
td any announcement which might be issued.

F

_ It was thought at one time later on that we might
hage to take-éimilar action. There was no formal dis-
cussion, but the Minister with whom I talked had the view
that if it did, in fact, become necessary, we should have
to%do something on a much more extensive scale and be sure
thét we did reallf strike terror. The point at which we
théught further action - summary executions - might be
neéessary was whep Senator Bagwell was captured, and it was
be}ieved he might be used as a hostage and killed. As
alfeady stated, he was allowed to escape. It was believed

|
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in Government circles that the reason he was allowed to
escape was that certain measures purporting to be
preliminary to drastic action were taken by General Dan
Hbgan with sufficient publicity to let them reach the
irregulars, and that the mere rumour of them had its effect
;n frightening them off any action they may have contem-
plated_agaiﬁst Bagwell. I have already referred to this

incident.

What was said, and believed by other Ministers as
well as myself, though I never took any trouble to
éuthenticate it definitely, was that Dan Hogan got about
foﬁty leading Irregulars picked out-of various batches of
Irregular prisoners and had them all conveyed under
;pecially heavy guards to Mountjoy, doing everything
_ possible to make it appear that they were not likely to
emerge alive from the prison. If Dan Hogan did that, it
ﬁas certainly a very useful and successful manoeuvre,
because with Bagwell appearing sﬁfé and sound, no summary
executions were necessary and danger of the like never

arose again,

; There is no doubt at all that the summary executions
:made a tremendous difference in the countiry. Some people
were no doubt horrified, but for others the lesson was
‘that the Government really meant business. I knew one
;industrialist who was a good many years afterwards an
‘ardent supporter of Fianna F4il but who, when he read the
;news, decided on putiing through a deal over which he hsd
:been wavering for some months. He to0ld me that he had
feared to invest so mach capital when the State might fall
:to pieces, but that when he read of the summary executions
:he made up his mind that, in his own words "law and order
:was going to prevail", and that he could purchase the

)

. industrial plant in question.

!
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Sir Philip Hanson of the Board of Works, an

:Englishman who had served & long time in Ireland and whom
EI had seen a good deal at one periocd when 1 was
‘temporarily in charge of arrangements for the starting of
‘the prison camps, remarked to me that ﬁe had done something
;which the British would never have dared to do, but that
he was convinced that the result which we sought would

-be obtained,

From that moment on, we had no longer any doubt
that the end of the Civil War would be complete triumph
of the principles of majority rule and democratic govern-
?ent. We had ourselves got over the various types of
éentimentality and sof'tness and regsrd for what might he
called rebel tradition which had heretofore prevented us
%rom discharging our full duty as independent Irish rulers
in Ireland such as had not existed for many centuries.
Nevertheless, progress was slow, and destructive guerilla
operations against the State cpntinued for a long time
with loss of the lives of soldiers and with some losses
ﬁo our opponents, and with a number of executions carried
out by order of military committees. However, the
Irregular forces were steadily breaking up and were losing
mbrale, and the crisis came when‘Liam Deasy under

sentence of death made a move which led on to the Cease

Fire Order,

‘ I remember at the time that we felt that meetings
of the D4il were extremely useful for the purpose of
kéeping public opinion informed and for the purpose of
answering all the whispering attacks which were made upon
ué. Always when the Ddil happened to be in recess for
& few weeks we got the impresslion that we were losing
gﬁound, whereas when the D4il came together and when most

of!what was to be sald against us was said in the House
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and answered, we got the impression that our supporters

were rallying,

Shortly after the Cease Fire Order the decision that
wefmust have a general election was come to. When I went
up%to County Monaghan to fight the campaign, I remember that
thé general advice I got was to go slow about prisoners and
about executions. I felt personally that that would be the
wofst vossible tactics, and that in any case it would be, in
a sense, a betrayal of public interest if I did not =ay at
sudh 8 time frankly what I thought about every iesue that
wasibefore the people. Consequently, I made it a point at
evefy meeting at which I spoke to mention the executions and
to éssume full personal responsibility for them all, I
said scores of times that there was unanimity for every
execution and that not s single man had been shot whom I
couid not have saved by raising my finger and destroying
the‘unanimity. The result of the election was that
although my vote was much lower than that‘of other Ministers,
the éonstituency being a three-member one, my percentage of
the total vote cast in the constituency was, I think, the
highest in the whole country. There was no doubt at all
that‘at.the end of the Civil War the great majority of the
votegs were prepared to approve fully of the drastic and
occasionally terrible steps that the Government had found
necessary in order td def'end the democrat;c rights of the

people,

' Of course, in many places electioneering was difficult.
Before I went to County Monaghan at sll I remember being
at a ﬁeeting at Mullingar where Seén Milroy was one of the
speakers. Sedn had a stentorian voice and managed to get
some things across in spite of the constant roar of inter-

ruptions to which we were subjected. He, however, was the

only man on the platform who succeéeded in getting anything
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heard even by the section of the crowd nearest the platform.

I might say, by the way, that many things in the
dlection were probably irregulsar. I remember, on the
Qounting of the votes in County Monaghan, it was found that
oﬁe box from an area which was supposed to be very anti-
T}eaty had a large number of votes marked No.l to me. I
géthered afterwards that the military guard had opened that
bpx in the night, and where a blank space was opposite my
name, they changed the No.1l which had been given to the
aﬁti-Treaty candidate to a 44 and put No. 1 opposife my name,
Iﬁcidents like that, however; did not appreciably affect
the total voting.

' The discontinuity and repetition noticeable in the
fbregoing are due to the fact that it was dictated without
nétes to a shorthand-typist in sessions which d4id not
eiceed an hour each, and which were separated from one
aﬁother by intervals generally of a week, but sometimes of
affortnight. °I could not find time to recast it, so I
leave 1t as dictated with some verbal alterations, and
the addition of a few lines to cover matters which I

accidentally omitted to mention.
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