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' STATEMENT of Mr. Jack Shields, ’ ’

Benburb, County Tyrone.

After the Easter Week Rising in 1916 the pre-1916
organisation of the Volunteers lapsed to a gﬁeat extent,
Benburb Company, however, kept together and ﬁet |
occasionally: There was, however, no officiél organisa-
tion in existence, Benburb Company'being sortlof.isolated.
The I.R.B. organisation was in practically the same
condition. A number of men in the Benburb c#rcle met
together and discussed matters of importanqe:on these

cccasions. '

About Easter 1917 I was made aware of &
reoréanisatioﬁ meeting to be held in Dublin. i I attended
this meeting which was held in Fleming's Hotel, Gardiner
Street., Cathal Brugha was in the chair at this meeting,
and three northern representatives were present - Liam
Gaynor, Joe O'Doherty and myself. This meeting was a
sort of recorganisation meeting or a conventioﬁ of
representativés from different parts of the c@untry.

The purpose of it was to have a general‘reorganisation of
the Volunteers, I cannﬁt now remember the names of any
of the other delegates who attended this meethﬁg. I.
don't think, 1éoking back at it, that I knew many there.
This meeting may have been summoned with the!idea of
creating & provisional executive to take charge of the
'1reorganising of the Irish Volunteers. I remember
distinctly that one of the principal items di#cussed was
ﬁow to start the reorganisatiop work, and the gquestion
of the availability of arms and what had happened to the
. pre-1916 arms was also mentioned. It was generally |

agreed that each person at this meeting was to return
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to his own area, approach all the old pre-1916' Volunteers

and get them -linked up again in the Volunteer‘brganisation.

. The next meeting I attended was in June! 1917.
This meeting was held in Carrickmore, Co, Tyrone: Liam
Gaynor of Belfast attended. With the exception of Gaymor,

all the other delegates attending this meeting were Tyrone

men. The'bbject of the meeting was the question of the

reorganising of a County Tyrone Brigade of the, Volunteers,

and plans for this object were drawn up. In addition to

. Volunteers attending this meeting, all the Tyréne circles

of the I.R.B. were summcned to attend and many!did attend.
|
Tyrone at this period was different from Armagh and most
. |

of the other northern counties, insofar as I.R{B, matters
were concerned. The I.R.B. had been very weli organised

in all parts of Co. Tyrone, and it was felt in%Republican
circles by the men who were responsible for thé reorganising
pf the Volunteers that this work could best beidone through
I.R.B. channels. After some discussion at this meeting

it was decided that the I,R.B. be instructed té take over

the organising of Volunteer Companies in all tﬁeir local

circle aresas, I was appointed to act as officer

commanding thg new Co. Tyrone Brigade at this @eeting.

It was also decided that thé Co. Tyrone Brigadé‘would
embrace all of Co. Tyrone, I would also like;to mention,
in connection with the meeting, that if Dr. Paérick
McCartan was then afailable to take up the duties of
Brigade 0/C. of the Tyrone Brigade, I would noﬁ have

I

opprosed him, |

The work of organising of the old pre—l§16 Companies
of the Volunteers was got in hands after this ﬁeeting and

progress was later feported from all over the County.

A Battglion organisation was got together in the

Benburb and surrounding district area in County Tyrone.
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The baftalion was known as Dungannon battélion; At the
moment I cannot remember who was appointed the.first o/cC.
'of this Battalion. |

The neit meeting which I attended in coﬁnection with
the reorganising of Republican forces was in aiprivate
house in Belfast. Liam Gaynor was also prege%t at this
meeting. A representative from General Headqﬁarters in
Dublin named Murphy presided at the meeting.  There were
also present representatives from the counties%of Armagh,
Tyrone, Derry and Belfast city; dim McCullou%h of Armagh
travelled with me to it. At this meeting, boﬁh Irish
Volunteer and I.R.B. matters were dealt with. ; Before
the meeting broke up; this Mr. Murphy from Dubiin presided
ﬁt an election for the appointment of an Irish Republican
Brotherhood head centre for the province of Ul?ter. Liam

Gaynor was elected to this position at a balloﬁ taken of

the I.R.B., delegates present at the meeting., g

|
The system of election of the head centfe for Ulster
which was adopted was that each delegate eligiﬁle to vote

get a sheet of paper on which he wrote the nam? of the

person he favoured. These papers were checked and the

. man receiving the majority of votes was declared elected.

In the case of this election, however, there mﬁst have
been a tie between two men or some mistake madé in the
papers as a second ballot was taken at which G%ynor’s
election was declared. ' :

After this, I attended other meetings iﬁ ﬁelfast.
Some of these were meetings of the Ulster Counéil of the
I.R.B, and were held for ﬁhe-purpose of having;discﬁssioné
on the progress of the Volunteer organisation énd on the

matter of arranging safe lines of communications from

Belfast through the various north-eastern and north-western



b

areas. The dispatch routes which were organiséd at these
meetings and the various depots for dispatches %hen
arranged worked satisfactorily and safely all t%pough the
period of the Tan war and on after the Truce of11921.
Dispatch routes were opened from Belfast througﬁ Lurgan,
Armagh South, Blackwatertown, Dungsnnon, Sixmilécross on

to Omagh, Derry City, taking in Strabane and Ne@townstewart.

The route we organised for Dublin dispatéhes went by
Clogher, Monaghan, Carrickmacross, etc. j

Another matter that received very close attention at

meetings of the Ulster Council of the I.R.B. was the guestion
i i

of controlling the Volunteer organisation. In those early

days the I.R.B. believed that members bf their Srganisation

should occupy all the important positions as ofﬁicers in

the Volunteer organisation. i

|

Another matter that was discussed at theﬁe early
meetings was the-question of arming the Volunteérs and the
location and safe custody of all the arms that were in the

Volunteers' possessions pre-1916,
i

There was a matter of some importance whi@h came to
my knowledge in or about 1917 and was a cause of;concern
fdr those interested in the organising of the Voiunteer
movement., In County Monaghan trouble of a pens?nal nature
developed between Owen O'Duffy and Dr.. Con Ward.,  Both of
these men were ambitious and each wanted to be béss.
Seamus Dobbyn of Belfast who, at this time, was écting in
an organising capacity in the North in both Voluﬁteer and
I.R.B. circles, 'told me a little about this Monaéhan trouble.
I had some personal contact with O'Duffy at this:time as he
got the lines of communication going-in County Monaghan.

O'Duffy, in connection with this arrangement of dispatch

lines, cycled down to Benburb and he and I fixed}it up.

5
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After this meeting with O'Duffy I had o¢casion to
go to a Brigade meeting in Omagh. I cycled w%th O'Duffy
to Dungannon on my way to the Brigade meeting Where"he
branched off séuth. My meeting and discussioﬁ with O'Duffy
delayed me and when I arrived in Omagh I foundithaf all the
delegateé of the Brigade meeting had left Omagﬁ as they

|
considered it dangerous to hold their Brigade meetings there,
|

I was given a message by a little girl %hich
requested me {o go to Sixmilecross. i went té Sixmilecross
and there I met the other delegates énd we heli the Brigade
meeting. This meeting at Sixmilecross dealt ﬁith the
reorganisation of the_old pre-1916 Companies, the arms
availabie in the hands of the Volunteers and lqcation of
other arms that could be got by raiding for_thém. At this

time, there was no battalion organisation in existence,

All the Companies reported direct to the Brigad@ étaff.
K
About September, 1917, I got a reguest tp meet a
representative of General Headquarters in Blackwatertown

!

and élso to call a meeting of my own Brigade thét evening,
' |

cne meeting to be held in Dungannon for all theiCompanies

in the half of County Tyrone bordering Dungannog, and
another meeting at Sixmilecross for the remaini#g

Companies in the Brigade. I met this represen%afive from
G.H.Q. in a house belonging to Charlie McGleenaﬁ outside
Blackwatertown, This G.H.Q. representative proved to be
Sedn 6 Murthuile., We then went to Dungannon f§r the
meetiﬁg of the Company Captains in the Dunganno@.area. All
the Company Captains attended, and 6 Murthuile congratulated
me on ﬁhe efficient manner in which the mobilisétion of ‘
the officers was carried out at such short noti%e. After
this meeting, and later on that evening, we prbéeeded to

Sixmileeross which lies about 20 miles from Dungannon,

We proceeded to Hugh Rogers' house at Sixmilecross. When

. . |
we arrived there, d Murthuile inguired if Rogeré had
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received a dispatch from me that day. Rogers said yes,

: |
and ¢ Murthuile said that was alright. 0 Murthuile then
left for Dublin. After he left for Dublin, I held a

meeting of aill the Company Captains in the Sixmilecross
1
side of the County.

1
i

é Mufthuile's visit to County Tyrone was?for the
purpose'of insPecting the officers and getting information
to make a report on the state of the organisatign.' During
his time with me I supplied him with a full verbal report
on all matters concerning both the Voluntéers a#d the I.R.B.
At this time, I was head centre for County Tyrobe in the
I.R.B. organisation. I had been head centre f?om 1916 up
to the time of my arrest in 1919, | | i

|

As I have already mentioned, I attended the meetings

. of the Ulster Council of the T.R.B. in Belfast.  Seamus

Dobbyn, who was then I.R,B. organiser for Ulster and a

representative of the G.H.Q. of the Irish Volunieers,
called on me regularly and received reportis on the state of

\
both the I.R.B. and the Irish Volunteer organisation.

Shortly after thg reorganisation of the Volunteers

we carried out a few raids for arms. I cammot ! now

1

remember how many raids were carried out. The%e was one
raid which proved successful, We got information that a
Mr. Coote, a Unionist Member of Parliament, hadisome afms
in his residence. 014 Willie John Kelly came %o me to get

permission to carry out a raid. I gavethis permission,
|

The Sixmilecross men took a car to Coote's residence and

raided for the arms. They got Cive or six rifies, as
\

far as I can remember, in this raid. :

When we had all the places in which Volunteer
Companies and I.R.B, Circles existed before'1916 reorganised,

we tackled areas in which there were no previous organisa-
t
1
!
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tions. I remember starting Circles of the I.R.B. in

Moy, Clonmore and Tullyallen.

Previous to 1916 I had organised Circle? in County
Armagh in-areas such as Blackwatertown where I appointed
John Garvey the Centre, Before 1916 John Garbey attended
meetings of the County Tyrone Head Centres of'the I.R. B.
After 1916 the organisation of the I.R.B. was divided
strictly into counties. I took respohsibilit?,khpwever,
for linking up some of the North Armagh Circleg with the
Ulster Council of the I.R.B. County Armagh Circles
formed their own‘heﬁd Centre for the County ab?ut 1917
and James McCullogh became their Head. Later’on, Séamus
Connolly replaced McCullogh as Head Centre for{Cdunty

Armagh,

There were various meetings, organised ﬁy the I.R.BR.
held in Belfast during the year 1918. To sevéral of
these meetings, Company @aptains from the County Tyrone
were summoned. Liam Gaynor called all these ﬁeetings.

As evidepce that more than County Tyroné officérs attended
the meetings, I saw Séamus Connolly and Seén_OfReilly,
both from Armagh City, at at least one of the ﬁeetings.

At one of these meetings 1 arfanged witﬁ Joe Mallon
of Coalisland to take arms and ammunition, whiéh I was
offered in Belfast, from Belfast to County Tyréne. In
connection with this matter of getting arms I was put in
touch with Sedn Cusack who made the final arra#gements in
the matter., The arrangement was that Mallon and I would
g0 home and reiurn with a car for the arms, We got rifles
and emmunition and probably small arms. I am'at the
moment vague sbout the various types of weaponé and the
number which we got. It was Mallon who took charge of

the stuff and when he got the car loaded he set off home

with them,
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I did not receive any of the arms that Mallon took
with him. ‘At the time of Mallon's depérture from Belfast
with the arms, I was told of a meeting which was belng
held and I was advised to stay for it in Belfast I
accompanied Sedn Gaynor to the meeting and aft?r it was
over I remained that night with Gaynor.

About the year 1918‘1 rencmber getting #nstructions
through I.R.B, eircles from Dublin not to form}any more
Companies of the Volunteers. The reason giveﬁ was that
Headéuarters at this time were getting so many applications
for the formation of new Companies that it would be impogs~
ible for them to give any attention to the pergonnel or the
control of those new Companies, These instruétions con=-

tained the advice that for the time being inte?ding.

recruits were to join existing local Companies.

i
Early in 1918 discussions took place at:one of

those meetings'in Belfast about Dungannon area{ This
erea being so big the existing organisation offthe I.R.A.
‘was much too unwieldy to be worked proﬁerly, sé I
suggested that in the absence of the Company béing
divided, a whole-time man should be appointed ?rom either
Dublin or Belfast to give his undivided attention to

|
matters of organisation.

!

Raids by Crown Forces and arrests were taking
place at this time and the disorganisation cauéed.by
Crown Force activities was upsetting Ehe 1ines:of dis~
patches and ways of communication then establiéhed, BO
the carrying of dispatches and their dellvery éecame most

uncertain and erratic.,

I xnew that at this time Headquariirs in Dublin
were working on a plan to div1de the county 1nto two or

three parts. During this tine the Conscription question

became acute and the guestion of organising an all-out
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opposition to the enforcement of conscription by the
British became an urgent question for the Irish Volunteers
all over the place, The carrying out of.any ?eorganisa—
tion at this time was deferred until the consc?iption
menace had blown over, When the conacription;menace had
passed, the battalions which had been organisgd;previously
got instructions that they should carry on indépendently
within the county wide Brigade area, and keep in touch
with each other, This situation of each battélion carry-
ing on to some extent independently was a resuit of the
partial breazkdown of our dispatch and'communicétion
systemé. It 4id not visualise the immediate ﬁreaking up -
of the existing Brigade organisation which, to!some extent,

had become ineffective.

-dIn the spring of 1918 at some of the me%tings held
in Belfast during the early months of that yeaf the
question of fighting conscription was discusseq and the
matter of drswing up plans was gone into. Thése meetings,
se I have said, were attended by Company Capta;ns and each
officer was expected to know exactly what he sgould do
in certain eventualities. After their brigfiég in
Belfast these Company officers were to face thé danger
of conscription within their Company aresas and?carry out
the plﬁna outlined without awaiting any ordersgto do so
from G.H. Q. In connection with the conscrip?ion,danger,
each Company of the Volunteers was to get poséession of
éll the availeble arms within the Company areaJ No
attacks were to be made on Crown Forces and thé Volunteers
were to acy in a pﬁrely defensive manner. Bué if the
Briﬁish made any attempt to consecript Irishmen!into the
Army, while engaged in these attempts, they sh&uld be

attacked with arms,
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At the time these meetings were held iﬁ connection

with the conscription danger, I got orders to summon the

Y
|

Company officers to Belfast for the meetings. . I had to
issue the insfructions, to atteﬁd the meetingé, to each

- officer by dispatch and these dispatches, not%ithstanding
the partial breakdown that had occurred in thé communica-
tion system, arrived at their destination and:all the
officers summoned attended the meetings. I was against
bringing so many officers to Belfast at this ﬁime. 1
wanted one of the responsible Belfast officerJ to be sent
to County Tyrone and there to hold officers’ ﬁeetings

locally.

As I have already stated, it was the I.R.B. that
controlled the Volunteer organisation to a great extent
at this time. In I.R.B. circlies, Dublin only}dealt with
matters of this sort through the Ulster Divisi%nal
organisation of the I.R.B. and any orders issuéd by the
Belfast Divisional I.R.B. crowd had to be obeyéd by all
I. R. B, members within their jurisdiction. I %ant to
emphasise that at this period in County Tyrone; the whole
directional policy of the Volunteer movement wgs carried
out through I.R.B. channels. In early 1918, ﬁith the
exception of one officer, all the Volunteer officers of’

the County were members of the I.R.B.

In early 1919, a set of Iinstructions were issued
by the I.R.B., and sanctioned by the Irish Volu?teer
Executive for the reorganisation of the Irish Army under
D4il Bireann, which was then established. Th@ae
instructions were 1ength&, detailed and coveré@ several
pages of foolscap. As Brigade 0/C., I receivéd 8 CODY.
I cannot remenber the detalls contained in theée instruc-

tions, as I was arrested some short time after they were

issued to me. My arrest occurred on the 1l2th September,
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1919, I was taken to Benburb R, I.C. barracks by the
R.I.C. who had raided my place and made a pfiséner of me,

A young man, & neighbour of mine, came over toithe barracks
that day with some things he thought I migﬁt réquire
whilst a prisoner. The police in the barracks, through

a mistake or intentionally, allowed the young ﬁan to come
into the 'black hole' in which I was copfined.: This
admittance of my friend into the 'black hole' afforded an
opportunity for me to tell him about the G.H.Q{ papers

and where I had concealed them in the house at home,

I told him to have them removed as they were most important
and secret documents and it would be disastrous if they
were captured by the British. The young man went back
to my home, collected the documents but unfortunately he
destroyed them. I never saw the documents again,  There
should be coples of the lost documents in exisﬁence as I
expect that every senior Brigade officer in th% country
was furnished with a copy. The only thing I éan state
now in comnection with these documents was thag they dealt,
from the Irish Republican Brotherhood angle, with the
matter raised by the appointment by D4il Eireaﬁn of a
Minister for Defence, and the consequent Question of who
was to control the Army of the Republic, whethgr it should
5e the Government of the Republic or the Irish Volunteer
Executive, who had been in existence from Octoﬁer 1917

as the controlling exzecutive to which the Headﬁuarters

of the Army were responsible, ;

After my arrest I was, as I already stated, téken
to Benburb R, I,C, barracks. No charge was préferred
against me in Benburb and on the day following?my arrest
I waes removed by the R.I.C. to Belfast prison. . As a
matter of interest, the two motor cars that con&eyed me
and my escort from Benburb to Belfast were the.prqperty

of James Trodden, a sincere Republican who had;a hackney
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car business in Armagh City. When the police hired the
. 1
cars for this journey Trodden did not know the use his
cars were being put to. That wae the last time that

Trodden allowed the police to use his motor cars.

I was six weeks in Belfast prison when & was takeﬁ
before a courtmaftial composed of British miliiary cfficers
I was charged ﬁith being in possession of_armsiand ammuni-
tion found by the police when raiding my house!on the
morning of my arrest - they found a small load%d revolver
hidden in the house. Thié find formed the ba?is of the
charge against me. At my courtmartisl I did not
recognise the jurisdiction of the Court and I was found
guilty of fhe charge, Afterwards, when the c?urtmartial
sentence was promulgated, I was 1pformed that # had got
nine months' hard labour.

| %

I was kept in Belfast prison from the time the
sentence was announced to me up to about April; 1920, I
was then removed to Derry gaol. On my arrival in

Derry I met Noel Lemass of Dublin who was also;g sentenced

prisoner. I wae released from Derry on the 15th July
|

1920 on the expiration of my sentence, f
After my release from Derry 1 spent a short time
vigiting and sta&ing with some friends and then I returned

to my home.

After my arrest Frank Dorris was appoin%ed to
replace me as Brigade 0/C. Dorris was later érrested,
about May 1920. I remember seeing him shortly after
his arrest in Derry gaol, Dorris got a note fo me after
he arrived in Derry, inguiring if I could get é dispetech
out for him. I told him that T could, He then wrote
" a note to Albert Tally, Gelbally, asking Tally to take

charge of the Brigade as Brigade 0/C. This note reached
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i
Tally and he took charge of the Brigadé and-wés_in charge
of it when I returned home from Derry prison.: When I
arrived home I found that the organisation of the County
Tyrone Brigade was practically broken up. TheiCrown
Forces which included the British military, pélice and
'B' Specials, were very active all over the Brigade area.
Charles Daly had come to Tyrone from G. H. Q. aé an
organiser and his first activities wefe attemﬁtg he made
to form Active Service Units in different parﬁs of the

county. |

After my release I was éttached to Benﬁurb Company
as a Volunteer. Benburb Company area is 8 miles from
Dungannon and the direct road through to Dung%nnon con-
tained a most hostile Unionist population; thé diatrict
between Benburb and Dungannon being so hostilé meant a
practical isolation of our area from Battalioh Headguarters

which was situated in Dunganmon town. %
| ' i

During the latter months of 1920 the Benburb
Company carried out various raids for arms oniUnionists'
houses. We raided 7 or 8 unionists' houses in Brantryi
Area, These houses were the property of uniénists.
One of the houses raided was occupied by the éamekeeper
on the Caledon estate. Atiached to the gamekeeper's
house was the local Orange Lodge. When we aﬁrived'on
the scene to raid the gamekeeper's house we féund that a
number of young'men, 7 or 8 in all, were in tﬁe Grange |
Hall engaged at what we subsequently found-to;be a8 band
practice, We entered the Orange Hall first ﬁith
revolvers in our hands and held up the young ﬁen.- We
searched them and got two revolvers on them. i On the

raid on the gamekeeper's house which we next carried out

we got a few shotguns and ammnition,

On another raid for arms at a place c¢alled Drummond,
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which occurred in the ‘winter of 1920, we came ﬁhder a
rather heavy fire from the inmates of the house we were
attempting to raid. In preparing for this raid, wﬁich W& S
on a house situated in a unionist and hostile area, we
applied fop and got some extira men from Charlemoht area to
reinforce the Benburb Company. We had information that
a quantity of arms was kept in a particular hoﬁse which
was situated guite close to an Orange Hall. dnfthe night
of the raid we first surrounded the selected héuse aﬁd, when
in the act of rushing it, heavy rifle fire wasldirected
on us from the direction of the Orange Hall wh;ch was
between 300 and LOO yards distant. This hali had been
used as a mobilisation centre by the 'B' men and it
appears that a number of 'B' men were'aétuallyéin the hall
when we arrived to raid the nearby house., These 'B' men
in the Orange Hall had mobilised there somewhat earlier
than was their usual practice and their presenée in the
hell so early created a surprise item for us. We had,
however, taken the brecaution to place:a numbeé of men as
an outpost beitween the Orange Hall and the house we were
raidiné. | This precaution of ours saved us from being
caught in a very well planned trap. If.all oﬁr forces
had been placed in position around the house selected for
the raid, the men in the Orange Hall would have got control
of our way of escape from the ﬁouse we were plénning to
raid, As soon as our men placed nearest the house
attempted to approach nearer to it, fire was oﬁened on
them by the inmates of the house. And 1mmediéte1y this
fire started, the 'B' men in the Orange Hall céme into
action with very heavy rifle fire, I was in éharge of
the men, placed as an outpost between the_Oranée Hall and
the house we were raiding, When the 'B' men étarted

their heavy fire in our direction we made a vigorous

reply to it. As we occupied a fairly safe position, we
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were able to nullify the 'B' men's fire and prevent them
taking advantage of the Bﬁrﬁriaefwhich would étherwise
have resulted had we not been there as an outpost. Our
action on this night ensbled all the attackers on the
house to effect a retreat from the vicinity when their
efforts to enter the house proved abortive. :The history
of this event goes to prove that a little 1axity in our
planning and delay in starting walked us intoja gituation
which, if not planned by the enemy, had all the éppearance

t

of being planned.
’ |

In a raid on a train for maills, amongsﬁ letters
gseized and cgnsored'iere some addressed to mi%itary and
police at their military and poliée posts and communications
from thoaé posts. In one letter was matter éoncerning
an application made by a Captain Greer of The Grange, Moy,
for a pernit to keep six firearms, rifles and 'shotguns,
then in his possession. We got a dispatch iqforming us
of the capture of this letiter from our headqu%rters in
Dungannon, with instruciions to raid Captain Greer's house
for the arms. We made immediate preparations for the
raid and carried it out to discover that the arms had been
removed before the raid took place. Mrs. Grepr, Captain
Greer's wife, who met us at the door of their ?esidence,
informed us on our arrival that the police had removed
the arms. She stated that she would have hanﬁed them
over to us had the arms been there. We did not belleve
that the lady was telling us the truth, as we fhought
she might ﬁe trying to induce us not to raid the premises.

We searched the house and found that the arms were gone,

It appears that when the police heard of the raid
on the train and knew that Captain Greer's application
for the permit to keep the arms had been captured, they

at once called on Céptain Greer and lifted the weapons.
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Attack on Benburb Barracks.

|

Early in July, 1921, we received orders' from our
Brigade Headquarters to carry out an attack on%Benburb
Barracks. We carried out this attack on the night of

the 5/6th July, 1921,

The purpose of the attack was to cause é diversion
in connection with a big raid that was being carried out
on a train which'was planned to take place‘bet%een_Pomeroy

and Donaghmore or some place near there,

We carried out the attack at Benburb as ordered.
We had received strict ordere sbout the time tﬁe attack
was to commence, I think the time mentioned ?as about
11 p.m. The hold-up of the train was timed t; take ﬁlace
abouf an hour later, All the men mobilised fér this.
attack were members of Benburb Company. Seven or eight
men were engaged in the aciual firing on the bérracka and
the other armed members qf the thpany were pléced in
positions to protect our rere from counter attgck by the
local 'B' men. We opened .fire on the barracks and
maintained the fire for ebout 30 minutes. Ini reply to
our attack, the police sent up Verey lights and returned
the fire., With the large 'B' men strength inlthe local
district, getting away safely from this attack?oﬁ the
barracks presented danger to all those taking ﬁart and
was carefully planned. No difficulties develéped for
us either during the time the attack was on, or on getting
awaey from the barracks later, This attack had no
pretensions to any other effect than to engage:the atten-
tion of the barrack garrison and the local 'B' men units

and it served this purpose well,

Some days later I saw the remains of the train on

the railway line where it was burned after the mails were

taken from it. The appearance of the train Sﬁggestéd
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that the train's destruction was a complete sﬁdcess.

In connection with this destruction of the train, it
secemed strange at the time that we were the only unit
that was asked to co-operate in a diversionary attack by
attacking a barracks. I heard afterwards the explana-
tion-that Charlie Daly stated that he did not favour
asking any I.R. A, Companies to undertake acﬁi?ities when
he felt that they could not be relied on or able to carry

out their orders.

My Arrest.

. On the night of the 7th July, 1921, a party of R.I.C.
and Special Constabulary in two or three motop tenders
commenced to search all likely housea in Benbgrb area in
order_ to capture me, On this night I was staying in a
" house belonging to people who were Catholics,;but _
unfriendly to the Republican Movement. It wés the most .

' men to raid as the

. unlikely house for the police or.'B
political opinions of the owners were well knéwn and I
believed I had little to fear that the place would be
raided. The house, however, was surrounded by the R,I.C.
and a thorough search made of the premises. 1T was found
in the search and arrested. After my capturé, I was
brought to Dungannon R. I.C. barracks and keptlthere'for

a few hours. I remeniber a police officer cameito me in
Dungannon and informed me that he was in charge of the
escort-to take me from Dungannon. He told mé that if

I would give an undertaking not to attempt toiescape, he
would not handcuff me on my way to the train.: I informed
him that I would give him no such undertaking?and that

I would also refuse to walk to the rgilway stétion.

The walk from the R.I.C. Barracks to the Railway Station

would entail walking from one side of the town to the

other gide through the principal business streefs, and
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I 4id not fancy appearing an acquiescent prisoner to my

Unionist acquaintances. I wes then informed that I would

not be removed.

About three hours later three motor tende?s pulled
'up outside the barracks and I was placed in the centre
tender with an armed escort of police and Specia;s. One
of the other tenders of armed men précéded our tgnder and
the other tender took up the rere, Ve froceedea to Carrick-
more station. I was then put on a train for De%ry City
where, on arrival, I was handed over to the Military

Authorities at Derry Military Barracks.

A day or two before my arrival in Derry Military
Barracks, Charlie McGuinness, who later became wéll knovn
in this country and wrote a book on hie adventuréé abroad, .
effected his escape from the military barracks tﬂrough a
hut that sdjoined the detention barracks where he was a
prisoner, McGuinness's escape made the condition and
treatment of prisoners in the detention barracks 'rather
‘severe, as all prisoners were handcuffed in ﬁairs esch night
in a manner that was uncomfortable and made rest or sleep
difficult. |

- On my arrival in the military barracks I was placed
in a detention hut the first night énd then I was removed to
a detention cell, There were other Repubiicanlprisoners

in these detention cells when I arrived there,

The conditions in the cells as far as food was con-
cerned were bad. I and another chap named McKenna, whom
I knew beforehand, were put together in one of tﬁe cells and
we did not get enough food.for even one person, . Some days
after, all of the detention prisoners in bofh ﬁuf and cells
were brought out for an inspection by an officér; This

officer addressed us and stated that we all looked well,
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which was a compliment to our tpeatment as prisdners.

I then spoke up and informed him that I and McKénna were
being subjected to slow starvation, and that we requifed
a lot more food if we were to survive the treatment for
even a short time, As the prisoners in the hht at this
time were getting lashings of food, some of thém:resented
my complaint, as they thought it was undeserveﬁ. The
result, however, as far as McKenna and I were éoncerned,
had the desired effect and from that onwards we received
more food. About three weeks later five of ﬁs were
changed to the military barracks, Belfast, Oh‘pur
arrival there we were put into a }arge hut in the barrack

square, which was surrounded by barbed wire entanglements,

Sometime in August 1921 the hut on the Square was
cleared out snd about 13 of us who were in occupation were

removed to No,2 Camp, Ballykinlar, for 1nternm§nt.

My stay in Ballykinlar was a period of great dis-
comfort snd my memory of the place causes no plgasant
feelings. Nearly all the inuates of this camﬁ were
southerners and had little to 4o with my feélinga about
the place. I think there were only about five others of
the internees from County Tyrone and a small npmber from
other northern counties. One of the men I met there and
became intimate with was a Mr. Quigley who had been a
County Surveyor in County Meath. This man waé all-
powerful physique, about 6' 7" in height and e%tpemely
muscular, He told me of his previouﬁ adventufous
career in which he joined the French Forelign L?gion in
his youth and of his escape from them by jumpihg into
the sea whén travelling by boat, and after a dangerous
and long swim, succeeded in reaching land, froﬁ where he
made his getaway. Another story he told me aﬁqut was

his sdventure the day of the Ashbourne fight in Easter
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Week 1916. On that day he was going about his‘official
work and was riding a motor bicycle and before hé'knew
what was happening, he found himself in the ambush position
_and under fire. When he realised what was happening, he
got in with the Republican Forces and gave them:wpatever
help he could, .

L]

I was released from.Ballykinlar at the Géneral

Release in December 1921._

When I returned home I found that the Benburb
Ccmpany“wﬁs transferred from the Tyrone Brigadeito the Lth
Northern Division and that Charlié McGlennon waé made new
Battalion 0/C. Charlie was 0/C. of the Blackwétertown
Battalion. '

From Decenber onwards to about May 13922, the local
getivities of the Viclunteers were confined to training,
arming and equipping and the manufacture of hand-greneades

and land mines for use if and when the Truce ended,

In spring of 1922 we got a consignment of ;ifles
from Dundalk military barracks. This consignmént of rifles,
other weapons and equipment, together with a large quantity
of ammunition, was intended to equip the local Volunteers
to take part in a general attack on British Forces then
occupyling Northern Ireland, - the six nérth-easfern

countvies.

If we got any information about this planned attack,
it is very vague in my mind at the moment, All our
activities about th e time that these arms were . handed
over to ﬁs pointed to an early intention to stage an all-out

attack on Bpitish Forces in the North on a 1argé scale,

On the 22nd May 1922 a sudden large-scalée swoop was

nade by the British Forces from all their barracks and

strong points in the six-county area in order té round-up
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and capture all active members of the Irish Refublican
Army and their Sinn Féin supporters. In the ?enburb
Company area myself and John Hughes were the ohly Volun-

teers captured. Other local companies fared much worse.

Hughes and I were taken to Clogher Specials'
Barracks for a week or so and we then were rembved to
Belfast prison. After a short period in Belfast we were

removed to the Argenta.

Conditions on the Prison Ship ARGENTA.

The Argenta was a steamship which was manufactured
during the 1914-1918 war in the United States of America
as a utility cargo vessel, Her -shell was madé of wood.
All the under-deck space in this vessel was cohverted into
iron cages in which the prisoners were confined. In my
cage, which was known as "P, 2", U5 men were accommodated.
This was an average-sized cage. Some were slightly
larger and some smaller, The cooking arrange@eﬁts on the
Argenta were carried out in the ship's galley Sn the af't
deck, The Governor of the Argenta, who was a civilian,
had quarters in the ghip Captain'g quarters, :All warders
on the boat were members of His Majesty's Prison Service
and had their accommodation on the fore part of the ship
under deck. The armed Special Constabulary who maintained
an armed guard ail over the boat had their living
accommodation also in the fore part of the vessel. As
far ag I can estimate now, there were sbout 300 men
interned on. the Argenta. The Argenta was located in
Belfast Lough and was moored to buoys a short distance
‘from shore, and on the seaway leading in and out of the

Port of Belfast,

The purchase of this old unseaworthy hulk for

conversion into a prison was in itself a most inhuman
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method of dealing with State prisoners. The vessel in
the position in which it was moored was in constant _
danger night and day of being rammed by other shippling
passing in and out té the Port of Belfast. There were
many experienced men on the Argenta who were of the
opiﬁion that there was a constant danger to everyone on
board of being involved in an asccident of this sort.

The warders and prison officials who were on fhe boat were
as aware as we were of the danger of our posifion.
Apparently, the Northern-authoritiés, with the approval
of the British deernment, had so little interest in our
survival or the danger of our position whilstiprisoners
on the Argenta that the risk we were running caused them
Nno worry. Had an accident happened, locked as we were

in cages, our chances of sumival were improbable,

Leaving out the constant danger of our position
on this vessel, life on the Argenta was no 'béd of roses'.
Ir ﬁé desired exercise we had to go on &ck as ithere was '
no room behind decks, Owing to the cranmed conditions
on deck, a prisoner's exercise there was a matter of
crowded congested walking around when the weather was good.
There was no space on deck for playing any gaﬁeé. When
'the weather was inclement or stormy a person could not

comfortably appear on deck.

The under-deck conditions in the cages;were 80
Eongested and we were ‘so crowded into such & small space
that there was not room for either chairs, tables or
lockers. And none of this type of furniture;was
supplied to us. We had to sleep in swing haﬁmocks, one
hammock suspended over another, Qur food héd to be
taken sitting on the floor of the cage which could not

accommodate all the prisoners, or sitting in dur hammocks,

We were supplied with knives and forks for all meals,
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The sanitary arrangements on the Argenta weré
most primitive, An open latrine was constrﬁcﬁed under-
neath the bridge at the end of the cagés in the form of a
wooden trough in which the sea-water could wash and evacuate
the droppings with the roll of the vessel. This latrine
being situated, as I have said before, at the end of the
cages was most convenient of access but rather:too close
to us for sensitive noses. The smell from this latrine
and the smell from what was called bilge water made life
uncomfortable and unhealthy for every person who-was
unfortunate enough to have to live on the boat; Owing to
faulty ﬁorkmenship, some of the latrine matter got into
the space occupied by the bilge water, The congested
sleeping and living conditions, coupled with the lack of
privacy, in time tested the tempers of even the most
placid and made life so uncomfortable generally that it
was a marvel the men survived so 1oﬁg under such living

conditions.

On our first arrival there, no provisions had been
made for a chapel to celebrate Mass in, On the firet
Sunday we were thefe we had to arrange two_bread#hampere
in such a manner as to form a crude altar during Mass.

A prisoner had to hold the Mass Boqk to preveni it being

knocked about by: the roll of the ship. A faw}of us had
to hold the lighted candles used at Mass behind our coats
to'prevent them being blown out by the windf "Bhis first
Mass on the Argenta was celebrated on the deck and I have

a clear impression of the scene even now in my mind,

Later on the interness, without any encpufagement
or help from the Argenta authorities, made acc?mmodatién
fdr the celebrating of Masé in one of the cages under-
decks. This arrangement was fhe best we coulé possibly

|
make as all the prisoners could assist at Mass in their

individual cages and the men whose cage was being used for
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the Mass could get cramped and congested positions in the

passages surrounding the cages.

From the time I went on to the Argenta ié June 1922
up to Decenber 1923 when I was removed from thelArgenta to
.Larne workhouse there were very few releases oprrisonera;
this, notwithstanding the fact that a commission had been
set up to allow the interneces an opportunlty to prove their
innocence. A small nunber of men had appeared;before
this commission, Many of these men who weni before the
Commission had been wrongly arrested in the first.instance
and never were associated with or had rendered any assis-
tance to the Republican Movement. That these ﬁen appeared
before their commission, whiich was boycotted by fhé general
body of the prisoners, prodiuced resentment amonést those
of us who had been active in the Republican cause. These
feelings of resentment against them caused them to be

confined in one cage as a safety precaution.

Another fact which tended to complicate life on the
boat was that a number of men from Northern Ireland had been
down south from the start of the Civil War and had taken
part in that conflict on one or the other side and after
the cessation of warfare in the South, many of these
returned to the North from about April 1923 onwards. On
their arrival in the North a number of these men wereo
picked up by the Northern authorities and some ?ere sent
on to the Argenta. Before those men arrived, the Civil
gstrife in the south had caused many'bitter disturbances
amongst internees on the Argenta. Many of the‘men had
taken sides for or against the Treaty, and différences of
opinion and disputes on this guestion caused 5itter
arguments. This bitterness was much 1ncreased and renewed
by the arrival of those Civil War participants :rom‘both

sides amongst us. These men,immediately on their arrival

!
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on the boat, started a bitter fendetta‘against éach other,
In fact, getting together on the boat ﬁfforded én
opportunity for them for continuing their previous Civil
War fight. - To add fuel to this unfortunate position,
these new elements attracted partisans to thei;ldifferent
sides and many miniature battles royal took place from
time to time.

A hunger strike took place on the Argenta about

Octobef-November, 1923, When the hunger strike was under

. way for four or five days, all those particﬁpa?ing_in the

strike were removed to Belfast prison. Not being on

strike I was retained on the boat. In all, I think

§

about 100 men went on strike and were taken to?Bélfast.

When the hunger-strikers were removed we were,fafter a

t

few weeks, removed to Larne Workhouse. Later on, some

of the hunger-strikers who had broken their s trike were
returned to the boat, and some others of the strikers were

sent to Derry gaol after the strike had finally collapsed.

Eamon Rice, who was later T.D. for Monaghan and
has been dead for some years (May he rest in Peape), was
along with me on the boat and removed with me to Larne
Workhouse. Rice and I were particularly good friends up

to the time of his death.

To give some idea of the discomforts of Larne

1

Workhouse, I was put into a typical room on the top floor

' of the Workhouse, and with me in the roomsmongét 16 others

were Eamon Rice and Eddie Keane from near Omagh. There
was -a window on the middle of the room in whicﬁ the glass
waé broken. We all were forced to lie on the?floor on
mattresses as no bedsteads had been issued to us. Rice

was nearest the gable window. I'wag lying next to him

"and Keane was lying in line next to me. I woke up one

‘morning to find that it was snowlng outside and I

1
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realised this when I saw that Rice's feet were covered with
snow which had blown in through the unglazed window. I
was covered with the snow up to about my knees -and Keane
was completely covered by the snow, When Kéana wakened
up he looked around him and when he realised thét his bed-
clothes were completgly covered with snow, he glanced over
at us and saiq, "My God, this is terrible". Hé then
covered his head in the bedclothes and went to sleep again.
Eamon Rice's commentary on this was that his brother's

cows were better looked after than we were.

Plans for escape from Larne Workhouse,

Pat McCorhack from the Glens of Antrim was aliso a
prisoner with me in Larne Workhouse. Shortly éftep our
arrival in Larne the prisoners, who had given undertakings
or had entered on bail bonds amounting to £10, were being
released. Those released continued in an acceierated form
for some time until all the weﬁklinga were weeded out and
only the staunchest of the Republicans remainedJ- When all
those who had accepted their release conditions had
departed, Pat McCormack started to think out a plan of
escape from the Workhouse. He brought a nunber of us in
on this planhing business and our joint effortgjprqduced a
plan which was based on the sinking of a tunnel from
inside the Workhouse under the Workhouse gable gnd under-
neath the sentry's walk outside the Workhouse mgking its
exit on the outside of a barbed wire fence whicﬁ surrounds
all the Workhouse premises. McCormack took charge of the
work and put me in charge of the actual making éf thg
tunnel. Our main trouble there was to dispose‘of the clay -
and rubble which we had to remove from the tunnel workings.
The plan I adopted for this was to excavate a large cavity
underneath the Workhouse floor where the clay was both

dry and sandy. We packed the clay irom this cavity first
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between the floor of the second storey and thejceiling
of the ground floor, and then between the flcors and
ceilings of the other upstairs rooms. The dining room
we used for meals was outside the main Workhouse building
and when we had all the availsble spaces between floors
and ceilings of all rooms inside filled with clay we had
8till surplus clay which we must dispose of. | We. did
this by ueing an old maternity quarters which ﬁad been
boarded off from the rest of the Workhouse. This last
space proved more than ample accommodation for our
surplus clay. - The tunnel was then commenced from the
cav;ty we had excavated under the ground floor and all
the clay and rubble that came from the tunnel cbuld be
placed in this cavity and the working on the ﬁunnel could
be carried on without any denger of being detected by
the warders and guarde who were watching our @ovements.
After the tunnel proper was commgncéd Pat
McCormack got informatlon from the prison authorities
that he was being released. He then appointéd'me in
full charge of the tunnel and he told me that he had
received information from outside sources that a boat was
to be available near the Workhouse to remove all the
prisoneps by sea to Dublin if we succeeded in escaping.
He also told me that he would get in touch with me as
sdon'as he had any further instructions from éhe outside
people. The work on the tunnel continued after Pat's
departure and everything was éoing grand for asbout 10 to
1u_days, when I was told one day to pack up as I had been

recommended for_release myselrf,

Sammy O'Neill, a native of Belfabt, was one of the
men released with me from Larne Workhouse. It was my
intention to give Sammy full particulars of how matters

stocod in the Workhouse for relaying to McCormack, as I
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believed 0'Neill had & better chance of getting in touéh
with McCormack than I would have after I returned home,
However, when we arrived in Belfast by train OfNeill
insisted that I and a few others released with ue should
go home with him to his house in Belfast. We did this
and on arrival in 0'Neill's place I unexﬁectedly met Pat
McCormack who was then in 0'Neill's house. Iégave Pat
full instructions sbout who to get in touch with in the
Workhouse, and I gave him a clear idea of how far we had
progressed with the tunnel and my estimaté of the time it
would take under favourable conditions to complete the
work. It was durihg this conversation that Pat told me
the full details of the plans that were made t6 purchase
a boat and have it available in Larne Harbour for getting

the prisoners away.

Shortly after my release from Larne, all the remaining
prisoners were released and the neceasity for tunnelling

came to an end,-
I was released on the 13th November, 192k,

As en indication of the strain and the sacrifices
which imprisonment by the Government of Northe#n Ireland
had on Six County Republicans and on their neag relatives
who were allowed to remain at home during the i922-192h
period, I will give the experiences of one internee who
was with mé in Larne Workhouse and the economic forces

which were let loose against his wife and family,

This man's family lived in a small Tyrone town where
he worked at his profession before his'arreat.% His
father and his grandfather had been noted and_iééding
Nationalists with the.idea that the ultimate ffeedom of
Ireland from foreign domination could only be éccomplished

by the use of arms.
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When this man was arrested, his wife and family
were deprived of their breadwinner and, not alone that,
‘but a prosecution and to add to their troubles a boycott
against them was initiated by the Unionist section of the
population, which represented about 55% of the people of
their little town. '

The attitude of the local Unionists was bad enough,
but, 1ater; when the Nationalist population bechme cowed
and dispirited by the activities of the Special Constabul-
ary in raiding their houses, threatening them and halting
and questioning them when engaged in the ordinafy everyday
work that they, the Nationalists, in order to curry favour
with their Orange neighbours, started to copy the Orange
section by hoycotting this unfortunate wife and:family.
The poor ﬁife, enbarrassed by her attempt to prbvide the
ways and means of day by day existence and detefmined to
suffer on without giving her interned husband any indica-
tion of the ﬁesperate straits they were living in, found:
that even the local Roman Catholic-clergymen, who had once
been so friendly with herself and her husband aéd family,
had now éut adrift from her and treated her and:her family
as outcasts. This was indeed the last straw and she,
én the verge of a nervous breakdown, asked for én inter-
view with her husband in Larne Workhouse, which she was
granted. I saw the poor man on his way to thig interview,
delighted to have an opportunity of seeing and speaking
to his wife. I saw him agéin when he came back from the
interview, and I never saw such a change in any man in a
short period. I asked him was there énything ée?ious the
metter, and he told me that there was. He gave me an
outline of what his wife -and family had gone through, and
then he exclaimed, "I have had to sign the form " (promising

good future behaviour)...."I have renounced all I have
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fought and suffered for: I have eaten dirt".

This is all thét I would like to say. I have
tried to give as factual an account as possible after
so many years of what I have gone through, and the
impressions which remain of my prison life, I regret
that so much of my time from 1916 ohwards wasispent in
prisons and in internment camps. I feel that had I
been at liberty during the time I was locked up, I could

have done more to help in the fight for freedom.

Signed %MA_M
Jack Shields

pate __ 9/ 3/ ;5"9 | .
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