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Chapter 1.
FOUNDING OF THE VOLUNTEERS.

On Satufday,8th; November,1913, an article
appeared in An Claidheamh Solus and the Leadér,
advocatihg tﬁe formation of Volunteer Corps. On
Saturday, November 15th, 1913, The Evening Telegraph
published a news item that a movement was on foot for
the formation of a Velunteer Corps. On Novenber 139th,
1913, an advertisement appeared, announcing a meeting
‘to be held in the Round Room, Rotunda, on Tuesday,
25th November, 1913, for the purpose of forming &
~Volunteer Corps. "All citizens are invited to attend.

Further Announcements later."

The feelings aroused among the Nationalist
population of the City and County of Dublin by the above
publications were indescribable, In business houses,
workshops, offices and various professions, & feeling
of comradeship which never previously exisfed sprung up.
Men who had only a nodding acgquaintance shook hands
when they met in the street, The young men clicked
their heels when they met their pals and actually
hugged ahd pulled each other around: all were joining up.
Would Tuesday ever come?

"A soldier's life is the life for me,
A soldier's life so Ireland's free."

The Home Rule Bill was being debated in the House
of Commons, and let it be understood that outside of the

professional politicians, Home Rule meant to.the
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ordinarylcitizen freedom for Ireland without any
gualifications. Carson in Belfast had already raised
thousands of vo;unteers and hgdrimported large
guantities of ammunition and rifles, for the purpose of
preventing the British Government from putting the Home
Rule Bill into operation; The British Army on the
Curragh, led by.Lord Gough, mutinied and refused to obey
the orders of their Government. The mutineers were
supported by some British Cabinet Ministers. = The
operations of the Home Rule Bill were shelved and so
ended the most cowardly act ever committed by any

constituted government in any part of the world.

e Thé meeting in the Rotunda was a great success -
a large number—of men were unable to gain admissioﬁ.
The principal business was a resolution proposing to
found a Volunteer Corps fbr Ireland., Aims‘and ob jects
were explained by a number of well knqwn-men in the
Gaelic Ixeague and G.A.A, and other supporting organisa-
tioné, but the politicians wereuabsent. We were
informed as to the besf way to form Companies and that
furthef instructiéns wéuld:be issuéd later, ‘T succeeded
in hﬁving my neme registered that night. I was then
1iving in Dundrum, Co. Dublin. Another man who joined
up that night was Thomas J. Cullen, a leading Dublin
architect and International Rugby player,‘and well known

in other sporting activities.,

After the Lérkin Strike in Dublin in 1913 a’
number of workers formed themselves into a Citizen Army.
They caused some trouble at the meeting as they were
suspicious of our motives. This was all cleared up

later and the majority of the men in the Dublin

.Volunteers were Dublin working men. The men who Joined

up on the 25th had no illfeeling against the Carson
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Volunteers. :They recognised one 0ld enemy only and
they knew that if ever we got our freedom in Ireland

we would hﬁve to fight for it.

We often talked this over in our Gaelic League
classes and at G. A. A, meetings, at Centenary'Meetings
and processions. As a little boy I heard it talked of
at the country fireside and later in secret éocieties. |
Dunboy, Limerick, the Irish Brigade in France, '98,
Tone, Emmet, The foung Irelanders, The Men of The Land
League - they all fought without counting the -
consequences. Tonight we were no longer a mob. We
looked forward to long lines of well-trained armed
marching men. - We were Volunteers. We WOﬁ;d pay for
our own arms when we could get themg and we would figﬂt
for the freedom of Ireland when the opportunity arose.
This was the mind of the\new organisétion, the will to -
do and dare, and how smuccessful that was will be seen
at ihe present-time when most of the men who Joined up

that first night have passed away, and the remainder .

are growing old but do not feel old,

On the 26th Novembgr 1913 the newspapers
published a report of the meeting, giving it three
'columns. On November 7th 1913 an advertisement
appeared asking for volunteers to attend at L1, York
Street, at 8 p.m. on Monday, 18t Decembér, 1513, This
was largely attended and Mr, T. Cullen,'afchitect,
became a member of C. Company at this meeting. From

then until the end of the year there was very little
publicity of volunteer activities, but the orgaﬁisation
of the companies went on rapidly. In the various big
qentres.in the cquntfy Qery successful organising
meetings were held at ﬁhich great enthusiasm prevailed.

At the original meeting a provisional committee was
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nominated to carry on the organisétion and, as An
Claidheamh Solus and The Leader were first to advocate
the formation of a Volunteer Corps, a large number of
men of advanced opinions were elected. There was no
voting, names were called from the body of the hall
and accepted. Most of them were known in publié life
but some were—ﬁot. But thé object of the meeting was

gccomplished - the founding of a Volunteer Organisation.

That was what brought us to the meeting, and let the

committee worry about the organising later on,  Every |
man who handed in his name was deterﬁined that he
himself would become an organiser or would join up with
the first squa& or company available. Drilling and’
forming companies went on night after night. Every
man paild a subscription, Yes, men paid\for the
privilege of being allowed to train as irish soldiers
and later to purchase their own arms and equipment.
In Ireleand we had no knowiedge of military training}
we would nbt'wa;ch a company of British soldiers.
training on the Barrack square; we would not even
watch the changing of the guard at the Bénk of Ireland.
And now to the rescue came the fulfilmenﬁ of John
Boyle 0'Reilly's prophetic words when he wrote on the
white-washed bricks in his cell in Arbour Hill:-
“We have borne the scorn and insult‘but the Saxon
‘yet shall feel |
The strength of Irish vengeance and the points
of Irish steel.
" The foremost men to strike the foe in freedom's
glorious war
Shall have worn England's scarlet and the blue

of her Hussar."

(Arbour Hiil. '66—{63.)
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The ex-soldiers of the Dublin Fusiliers, Munster
Fusiliers, Connaught Rangers and men who had fought in
1 other British Regiments, flocked to the drill halls
and parade grounds and offeredltheirfservices free,
These services were gladly accepted and in a short timel
we were knocked into shape. We could hold our heads
‘up; we could dfill; we could march, ‘Wé were taught
- ' what discipliné meant and we knew how to obey orders,
and I might mention here that from start to finish of
the Volunteers, discipline became a matter of honour
with every man, ' To the Ifishmen who wore the English
Scarlet or the Blue of her Hussar, or later her EKhaki,
whether in her Army police or other services and joined

their forces with us in our fight for freedom, a free

aE

Ireland owes an everlasting debt of gratitude.

The new provisional committee had a difficult

Ry

task. Ifs composition did not mske for unity;

bf ~ " Ireland had only recovered from the turmoil of the
Parnell split. The Gaelic League and the G.A.A. were
the only national orgahisationé making for unity, but
they were both conaervativerin their rules. At the
same time their organisations were open to all meMberé
of the community; The G, A. A, represented the greater
portion of the young men of Ireland, a voluntary
organisation, and all prepared to fight when the
opportﬁnity arose, Seditiﬁn was the watch-word among
the majority. in Gaelic League circles, particularly
at the top, the idea prevailed that it was only
necegsary to speak Irish and eventually we would become

FK a free people, There was no guestion of a fight here.

- ‘But, among the boys, the men and the women who attended

the classes, oﬁinions were different. We were becoming

defiant of British rﬁle, and men had no hesitation in

' going to jail for having their names on their carts in
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Irish, or other minor offences. Sinn Féin, in these

days, was purely a passive resistaﬁce movement. Repeal
of the Union was one of their main objectives and the
King, Lords and Commons portion of their Constitution,
They also tried to adopt the Hungarian policy and
established courts for the purpose of settling disputes.
They were the only politicél party opposed to the Irish
Parliamentary Party, and they succeeded in having several
meribers elected to the Dublin Corporation, ',They'weré
the principal advocates of an Irish industriasl revival.
The members of Sinﬁ réin were genuiﬁely Irish in their
actions and outlook, but they were neither Separatists-
nor %ﬁvolutionary, and the proof of tﬁis is that while
Arthur Griffiths edited Sinn Féin or Nationality,

Shaun McDermot published Irish Freedom, a revolﬁtionary
paper. ~Then we had the Irish Parliamentary Party who
controlled more than two-thirds of the votes in Ireland,
and we had their kindred or controlling'organisation, |
the A.0.H. (4ncient Order of Hibernians). Membership
of one gualified you fpf membership of the other,

There were some clashes between these two organiéationa,
but John Redmond held sway often.With difficulty. For
some years prior to thg war of 13914 the irish Parliamentary .
Party were not a very happy famil& within their own
organisation. The bosses of the A.,0,H.,, John D.Nugent
and Joe Devlin, and their satellites in Dublin and
Northern Ireland were one section of the party wha were
trying for supreme ﬁower. Then there was the mighty
John'Dillon who thought he should hold control of the
party, and John Redmond who had the support of the
majority of the members of the Parliasment. And now, on
account of the new nationsal spirit growing up in the
country, a number of young men jolined what was known as

the Young Ireland Branch of the United Irish League.
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This. was thé Irish Parliamentary Party. And these
young men were encouraged to join this new party by
the members of the three parties mentioned, all trying

for the active support of the younger men. These

'young men hed different ideas from the Irish

. Parliasmentary Partiy, and had hopes of bringing Irish

politics into line with the natural espirations of

the Irish people, Most of them were members of the
Gaelic League and the Revolutionary organisations.

They succeeded in kéeping fairly clear of parliamentary
polities. John Dillon succeeded in getting the active
gupport of one of these‘young'men,'Dr; Davitt.r He was
supposed fo be Dillon's agent in whatever intrigue was
going on in the Party ranks. This alliance between
Dillon and Davitt was resented by most of the other
members of thé new organisation, and had its reper- .
cusﬁions'when the Irish Parliamentary Party nominated
him as one of tﬁeir representatives on the controlling
committee of the Volunteers in 1914  (The objection
to Davitt caused most of the friction, and the
objection does not.seem,to be well founded., I knew -
the late Dr. Davitf for a few years afterwards and I
considered he was a very staunch republican, He gave
me his two-seater qar and driver for the day in the
1918 elections and ﬁe was one of the secretaries of thé

National Aid Organisation, and one of its founders. )

- But on the formation of the Volunteers these party

disputes were dropped and both parties decided to either

control or abolish the new organisation.

The A.O.H. up to this period and for a number of
years afterwards were the most insidious organisation
ever established in Ireland as those of us who had to

work with them and against them knew too well. They

controlled every form of business and profession in
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the country. Various types of bﬁsiness hed each an

A, G, H. Branch of. their own. Contracts were arranged'
with institutions for good menbers. The secretarieé

or storemen were good ﬁembers; s0 there was no difficulty.
I was offered one of these contracts if I would join.‘
The same applied to the professions: doctors had their
own branch and appointments weré made accordingly. The
same applied to the law, education and every other walﬁ
of life in the country. They even sent a deputation to
Pearpe and McDonagh to Oskley Road, offering them any ;
job they wished to name, either at home or any part of
the Empire, if they would join the A;O.H. They built
halls all over the country, particularly in the North,
and with lavish displays of success, they succeeded in
diverting to themselves a large amount of Orange
oppression towards Catholics, which gave them é high
political standing. They even tried to get control of
the G. A. A, through the C.J.Xickham Club in Dublin.-
Their Insurance Society, which was merely a collecting
society for some of the bié English Inéurance Companies,
kept them in close contact with a goodly nuﬁbef of the
population, The A.0.H. was a sectarian organisation.
The I.R.B., Clann na Gael and A, O.l. American alliance,

ell revolutionary, were on the wane,

A number of men in the I.R.B. asked permission to
join the A,O0.H., thinking they could stop some of the
Angliclsing propagan&a which wase being carried on in the
country. But the permission was refused. A number Jolned
the A.0.H. in Dublin and other parts of the coun{:ry.
These men justified their actions as will be seen later
in this story. The new provisional committee was made
up of men from all these organisations, and while the

leaders of the Parliamentary Party and the A.O,H, were

absent from the original meeting, they had sufficient
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prevailed,
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meMbers‘theré to have & number elected on the ’
provisional comﬁittee. So that obstruction at head-
quarters started from the very first meeting. But the
men.whd wanted to make the'organisation'a success
remained‘cool. Liam Mellows was elected secretary and
those of ﬁs who were wbrking outside saw for the présent

that the organisation was safe. Col., Moore offered

“his services, so did Casement, and both were accepted.

Two more good men were Mefry and Monteith (both ex-Army

men). They d4id an enormous amount of organising work.

It was now the early part of 1914, and various
Volunteer companies were doing well, I organised a
company in Dundrum, Co, Dubiin, of about one hundred
and all these were. working men., ’ We got no support from
the well-to-do ﬁeople, with one exception, and he was a
County Co@ncillor‘and a membér of the United Irish |
League and the A, O.H. S0 it can be seen that they were
keeping an eye on us. We had only two men in the
company_who could give us any instructions. Mr,
Masterson gave us a field in Goatstown for drilling, and

we made good use of it. Instructors were sent out from

Dublin, including Monteith. He admired the Dundrum

boys and said he would iike to have them in a scrap.

From this time onwards I gave all my time to military
training and ceased to atteﬁd meetings’ of aﬁy description
only Volunteer meetings. Monteith mentioned to me the
guestion of talking sedition to the'meﬁ. But they
mostly knew Irish history and all the failures of
previous aftempts to free the country by force of arms;
They were all G.A.A. men and were not membefs of any
political organisation. Buf they were working men and
depended for their‘liﬁing mostly on the employment of

the Unionist inhabitants and so the economic pressure
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In the majority of companies in‘the‘city and -
County a large number of the Volunteers were members

of the A,0.H. or United Irish League. But in actual

"~ training, no political opinions were expressed and

training went on smoothly. The Carson Volunteers in
Belfast had plenty of money and arms, while we had

neither. The question of turning the Volunteers into

‘a Territorial Force, the same as was then operating in

England, was seriously considered and whilst the

committee 4did not commit themselves to this course they .

did not oppose it. They adopted the same attitude

towards the Parliamentary Party when their help for

the movement was proposed. _During these early'months

of 191i4, while the Irish Volunteer Organisation was
lébouring under difficulties, Garsog wés galning
gtrength and succeeded in having a -covenant agaipst
the inclusioh of the Six Counties in the Home Rule .
Bill, signed by an enormous amqunt of people in
England, both military, naval-and political. At this
period Redmond éurrendered on the partition question.
When the Parliamentary Party were first approached as
to their attitude towards the Irish Volunteers, they
refused to commit themselves as a party. But some

of them, whether genuine or otherwise, seemed to be in

favour of carrying on the movement.

- About the middle of April 1914 Joe Devlin and
s&me other members of parliament met McNeil and'ofher
mepbers of the provisionallcommittee.. Joe Devlin
told them that Redmond must have control of the
Volunteers., It was afterwardg génerally believed_
that Englanq waﬁ respongible for forcing Redmond to

take this action.
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In the meantime, the Volunteers were consistently
training and were beginning to clamour for arms. By
the middle of June fhe Parliamentary Party had got a
majority on the provisionél committee. Tﬁey were
anxious about their own political pﬁsitibn in the
country.- The halls which were built for A.O.H.
purposes were now being used for drilling volunteers, and
their members were losing their enthusiasm for their
1eaders. The old national spirit was creeping in
amongst them so that the party had to have control or

fail in the favour of the people.

The ardinafy volunteer knew little of the
squabbles fhat were going on at the top, but they hoped
for the best. In the month of June we had a greét day
in the South Count& Dublin, Manceuvres were arranged.
TWo columns of volunteers vied with each other for
certain important points-in the Dublin foot-hills.
Pearse was in'charge of our party. I was then o/C
Dundrum Company, when we mobilised around Milltown and

marched through Dundrum, We heard Mass in Sandyford

and, such were the numbers, that only a fraction of the

men could gain admission to the Chapel. The balance
formed continuous 1inés along the road-side, and were
a continuity of those in the Chufch, so that every man
got Mass. That day was é great success, and the men
who took part in the manoeuvres realized their strength
in case they ever went into action. So great was
the interest taken. that, where opposing parties came
in contact, there were frayed tempers and on one |
occasion we had.difficulty_in keeping the Dundrum;boys
guiet. ' ‘

Some days prior to'Sunday 6th July (fhe day of
the Howth Gun-running) I was told to have the men on

parade for a route march and that an officer from



headquarters would take charge. .We were on the
square at Dundrum station when Monteith arrived in
uniform. This was the first man the men had seen in
a volunteer uniform This route.march and others
were arranged so as'to deceive the police authorities

as to the intentions of the men who marched to Howth.

‘The Company was presented with a Howth rifle as a

mark of appreciation of our help in diverting police
activities from the Howth men. But this gun did not
come to Howth - it was one of the lot landed at
Kileool, and I:collected it at Stillorgan. ‘These
Kiicool rifles did not reach the city until the fight

in 1916. When we arrived back in Dundrum f rom our

route march we got an account of the happenings in

Dublin, particularly the shooting at Bachelor's Walk.
Monteith was curious at the action of fhe British -
authorities and, had he been present at Howth, the
Howth riflgs would have been brought into action
against the British troops. We were hungry after
our long march. 'But he would not wait for anythiné

to eat. He hired a car ahd drove to Dublin.

The landings of these rifles gave the

Volunteers greét hope for the future, Money was

" already coming into the organisation, as after the

Irish Parliamentary Party got control, a large number
of wealthy men, some of them lords, eérls, ete., and
guite a few ex-British officers who were apparently
opposed to the Orange Volunteers, joined up. The
provisional Committee was still talkxing, but no
useful work was being done, Nevertheléss, the

Volunteers kept on training.

Barly in August England and Germany were at

war. This caused a lot of excitement among the



13-

volunteers.  Men who were on the Reserve of ihe British
Army were called up. We were largely left without
instructors, aithough during our periods of training

a number of men had become very proficient, and we were
able to carry on. We had one very good men in Dundrum
who was called up early. We guaranteed to‘protect him

if he failed to report. He agreed for a short time but,

‘eventually, economic circumstances prevailed, We

could éave him from arrest, but we could not'support his-
wife "and family. He was only a few days in France when
he was killed. The same happened in several caseé.

The men were loth to go back to the army but they had

no option. The British Army authdrities at this time
-offered_tO’arm the Volunteers as a Territorial Force for
Home Defence. This proposal,_th;ugh not publicly
considered, was much talked sbout among the ordinar&
volunteers. A large number were in favour of getting

arms on any favourable terms, In a short time the

offer was withdrawn. The British were afraid to arm us.

Chapter 2.
VOLUNTEER SPLIT,

About the end of September the Dundrum Company
%ere‘out on ﬁ route maréh on a.Sunday morning, Our waf
was towards the city. At Windy Arbour we met John
Redmond_in his car, He saw us in the distance and had
his. car parked on the side of the road when we came
along. I was marching at‘the head of the Company with
Jim Cashman, Coy/Lieut. We recognised John Redmond
but Jjust kept marching on. He seemed very disappointed
and the men told me afterwards that he loocked very angry.
That was the day he made his recruiting speech at
Woodenbridge. The men were not satisfied with his

previoﬁs pronouncéments andrthey were very glad that I
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did not give him an opportunity of addressing us,
which was apparently what he wanted to do. At the
following meetings.of the provisional committee there
were angry scenes and by the end of September 1914 a
definite split took place. - The majority stayed with
the Irish Parliamentary Party aﬁd the minority issued
a statement asking their followers to form'a separate
organisation, At all parades immediately afterwards

votes were taken and the split was complete.

The majority remained on the Party side, simply
because they were enthusiastic foilowers of the Pariy:
others, who had no pérty connection, remained on on
account of the facilities for training and because all
the funds were in the hands of the Party and offefed
better opportunities of getting arms. "I remained with
my Company when the Yote was taken. This happened
mech later than in other districts: I had tried to

prevent it if possible, Only five men went over to

“the new committee and we continued training as usual.

The Company was about the best trained in the County
Dublin. We won several shooting competitions. We

were one of the few companies trained to the use of

' the ,303 Rifle.

At the time of the split in the Volunteers,
Capt. Thos. Cullen (Architect) remained with the

ma jority of the Volunteers and was elected Commander

- 3rd Battalion, Irish National WOlunteérs. He was

aiso appointed a member of Col. Moore's staff on the
National Committee. This Battalion had their hall
in Lr. Pembroke Street and training was carried on there
every night. 1 was also appointed s member of tﬂe
militafy staff by the Colonel. We were responsible

to him only. Conseguently we were independent of
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the politicians. . From the first meeting our object was

. to get in as much arms and ammunition as possible, and

consideriﬁg the opposition we were up against, we were
very successful. Thére Was’also én the committee of
the National Volunteers a few men who had joined the A.O.H.
from the I,R.B., in pre~Volunteer days. These men éame
from long distances. But we never numbered more than
seven or eight, so that at no time could we hope for a
majority. Still we kept on the fight for arms,
Captain Thos. Cullen and myself always attended the
meetings of the committee, We were always on the general
purposes committee and this was a vefyinoisy affair.
We had continuous obstruction from the A.O.H. members.

Bui we had a National objecfive in view and we carried on.

Training was never relaxed. A summer camp was
estabiished at 014 Bawn, Tallaght, in charge of Captain
T.dJ.Cullen, This camp was largely attended during the
summer holidays and at weekends. I continued to train

in Dundrum and by this time Mrs. Nugent had organised a

Boys Brigade. These boys got a very good training.

During the period after the split in many
districts the men began to fall away. The early
enthusiasm was disappearing and this applied to both
sections of the volunteers. But mostly in the National

Volunteers, Recruiting for the British Army was in

-full swing and large numbers were joining up. The

economic pressure was brodght to bear on men all over
the country. There were no industries of any account.
Those that did exist offered tempting facilitieg to
their emﬁloyees if they joined)the British. Army. The
Corporations, and Co. Councils, offered facilities and
guaranteeing theif employers re—instatemeht and

reimbursing them for any losses of saléry. The Heads

Of the churches advised men O join up and the country
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was plastered with placards asking men to fight for

little Catholic Belgium.

British propéganda at that period was extra-
ordinary and there was little opportunity of counteracting
it. .Men of Sinn Féin and the Volunteers who spoke
against recruiting were jailed. The country generally
had lost its old national spirit. We were sinking
very low natibnally. There were persistent threats of
conscription and protest meetings were being held, but
the mén who spoke weré usually imprisoned or deported
to England. This deportation was a new system of
rersecution adopted by England.  Recruiting meetings
were being held in various pafts of the city‘nightly:
there were ofteh disturbances at these meetings, but

men and boys were Jjoining the British Army.

By arrangement with the Irish Volunteers the
National Volunteers marched into O'Donovan Rossa's
funeral, I hed sbout ninety men from Dundrum and
Captain T, J. Cullen had about three hundred. From
this day the National Volunteers ceased to exist. only
in name in Dublin and in counﬁry districts. Those of .
us wﬁo were in charge had no option, We were ordered
or advised to remain as we were and do all we could to
procure arms. In later years we were described as
trotting after the Irish Volunteers in the funeral
procession. Yes, we marched in the funeral procession
and we made a good impression on public opinion: and

we continued to march - but not into the British Empire.

A short time after the funeral I attended a
parade in the Volunteer Hall in Pembroke Street,
Captain T.J..Qullen had mobilised all his men who
marched in Rossa's funeral and I attended as

representing the Dundrum men. ‘Eamonn Ceannt’
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‘representing the Headguarters of the Irish Volunteers,

addfessed us and stated that there was a possibility of
a large consignment of rifles and ammunition being
landed in the country. Probably a lot more than the
Irish Volunteers would‘be able to use, and would we

take part in any action decided upon for the freedom

of the éountry. They would.probably be compelled to
strike soon. Every man promptly agreed, and to their
credit this meeting was kept aﬁ.absolute secret until
1916, when the men were mobilised bﬁt there were no
rifles. Fred J. Allen's Battalion in Dunlsoghaire was
also addressed by ﬁamonn'Ceannt at this time with the
same result. Other men were qﬁestioned in the coﬁhtry
and the responée was the same, Pearse sent a meséage
to Casement in Germany that the National Volunteers were
prepared to fight if the rifles arrived. We continﬁed
our usual training and did all we could to have the
National Volunteer Committee continue to import arms.

We were successful in a small way and a number of rifles
from time to time fell into the hands of the Irish
Yolunteers. When the fight started in Easter Week

they found a good nunber of rifles and a quantity of

ammunition in L, Parnell Square (Headquarters of the

National Volunteers. )

On Septgmber 2nd field exercises were held in

' the Park. The National Vblunteers from the city and

county took part. The numbers then were about féur
thousand for the whole of Ireland. Captain T,J,Cullen '

was in charge of the Groups.

In a short space of time after the outbreak of
war in 1914 large numbers of troops were on the move
to the boats at the North Wall for transport to England

and France, and large numbers of British recruits were.
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brought over to Ireland for training, . The stréets

of Dublin and the military centres all over Ireland
were packed with the British Army. These daily
marches to the North Wall 5ecame a regular routine,
with bands playing and soldiers singing. Some of
these troops were mere boys and some of them had only
a few weeks training before they were packed off in
order to complete the numbers of the draftis. By the
end of 1915 recruiting had slackened off and the
marches became less reguiar,- And when the fight
started in Dublin in 1916 there was only a small
n;mber of British soldiers in Ireland (in comparison
with the large Army of oécuﬁation usuallj maintained
here). The press were publishing the numbers joiﬁing
up from day to day, and fhe young and irresponsible
boys kept joinihg up here in reduced numbers as if it
were the cofrect thing to do. They were advised by
paid recruiting agentsrand\professional politicians
and in the excitement of the'times thousands of Irishmen
went to fight for the freedom of small nations and,

as they were told, for the freedom of their own country.

On through the Autwmn of 1915 continuous training

~and route marches were continued. Captain Cullen's

men in Pembroke Street end Pred Allen's men in
Dunlaoighaire never slackened. - They'had given their
word to take up arms when they were available and
consequently they Wére snxious to learn all thé arts
of Warf!a're. A long portion of the training and
1egtures and manoeuvres were what the British would do
as per book, and we were training to counteract these
hard and fast rules fy learning to do something
opposite. We carried out hight exercises in

Dundrum on several occasions, dividing the compaﬂiés

in two and using the Boys' Brigade as scouts. One
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party using British book_factics, the other the
opposite. The opposite always had the best of it.
On Sundays we Etretched lines of men acrossa the

country as if held by British military. The opposites

L]

gucceeded 1in getting through these lines safely,

‘carrying guns. The Boys took an active part in this

training, and they certainly put it to good use when

it came to the real thing. ‘In the fight for
independence and in the Civil War the& showed extra-
ordinarylability in keeping fheir lines of communication
open, In some of these manoeuvres Cgptain Cullen
brought out his men from the city, and we had some
very instrﬁctive battles. Every man and boy; both in
the city and county companies, were now first class
shots and cémpetitors in shooting were very keen.

The Dundrum Company won all County Dublin shootihg
competitions. Captain Cullen's men in Pembroke Street
won the City Cup Competition for all-round efficiency
and, again, when these men were put to the test in the
War for Independence, they distinguisheﬁ themselves

and proved the result of long and continuous training.
In various departments K Company supplied the -
Battalion Armourer, Jim Lambert{ This man also did a
lot of Brigade armoury work. It also supplied the
assistant armourer, J,F,0'Donnell the Batt. Musketry

Instructor, Lynch, Batt. Adjutant, Lieut, Frank

~Gallagher, Batt, Technical Adviser and Inspector of

Guards and H.Q.I/0 Thos.J.Cullen and Cpt.John McCluskey,
who was taken on special service by Mick Collins as one
of his most trusted men. When Captain Thos, Cullen
was transferred to the Battalion Staff, Harry O'Farrell,
another man who had gone through all the original
training, was elected Captain of 'K' Company. He made

an excellent Company officer. We had our I.O0. in the
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Post Office when the famous mails were captured. We

. had Sgt. Jack O'Connell at Westland Row. = We had Jack

DArmen and Lieut. Bohen in the Fire Brigade in Tara
Street, who did great work for the I.R.A; Peter Keatlng,

a distinguished Headquarters I.0. in the Clvil War,

and myself, who acted as assistant Q.M., small arms

instructor,'and G.H.Q. Secret SePV1ce agent, All
these men with one exception were members of Captain
Cullen's Battalion in Pembroke Street in 1915 and 1916,
and with numerous other members were standing 'to',
awaiting orders and arms. In Easter Week 1916 when
Rory O'Connor said 'Send them home, We will want them
again.' We have no:arms for them now. ' In the War of
Independence they purchased and procured'arms for
themselves, They used them and taught other companiea

how to use arms,

Towards the end of 1915 the Americans wereﬂ
getting very angry with Germany on account of the
sinking of her shipping. The national population of
Ireland 4id not like the prospect of America coming
into the war on the q;de of England. Conscription was
the general topic and the Irish Volunteer Organisation
was putting up a good fight against the conscription
propaganda{ Father O'ﬁlanagan spoke.at a large
meeting in St. Mary's Hall, Belfést, and Pearse and
McNeil spoke at the Anti-Conscription Meeting in the
Mansion'House, Duklin, Irishmen were prevented from
sailing from Liverpool to America. England and France
were getting more than they were able to take ?rom

Germany, but the war went on.

Darrel-Figgis at this period made an effort for
a fusion of the Volunteers, but the matter was dropped.

In January 1916 a conscription Bill was introduced in



-

-

21.

the British House of Commons. This Bill was not

to apply to ireland. ~ The Irish Party voted against
the Bill generally, but in a week or so they withdrew
their opposition to conscription in Englsand. The
Defence of the Realm Act was not in operation and
various raids on houseé were carried out by British
military and police, Countess Markievicz got
particular attenfion in Dublin and Terry MacSwiney
in Cork. Tbe big air-raids had started in England.
and desperate attempts were made here. to ge% recruits -
for the British Army. Government gfants for public
works were withheld so as to cause unemployment,
There were loud protests from local councils, but.

they went'uhheeded.

British propaganda, recruifing and censored
accounts of the War was the only news appearing in
the newspapers. On Februafy %rd 1916 a report of
a recruiting meeting héid in Galway was published
in the daily papers. The following are some of the
headings in large type:- | |

BIG RECRUITING RALLY IN GALWAY

100 NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS ATTEND CARRYING RIFLES

GOD SAVE THE KING AND GOD SAVE TRELAND WAS

PLAYED BY THE BAWNDS.

John Redmond‘and the Lord Lieutenant spoke. The
general drift of the speeches was 'join up or be
conscripted’. Reference was made to obstruction at
recruiting meetings. Obstructops were warned that
they would be seriously dealt with. John Redmond
made a peculiar‘speech at this meeting: he talked
about the R.I.C. and stated.that they were a little
army in themselves - 10,000 to 11,000 well-armed men:
in Britain thgre was no comparison: in Ireland there

was an R. I.C. man for every 398 menmbers of the
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’populace, men, wonmen and children: in Scotlsand there

wag a policeman for évery 1,000 of the popﬁlation and
at the same time thefe was no crime. in Irelandf But
he did not mention that they were part of an army of

occupation and the eyes and ears of that army. Alex
McCabe of Sliéo was found not guilty by g Dublin Jjury
on a éharge of being in pdssession of gelignite. On
February 9th Joe Devlin stated in Belfast that 4,500

National Volunteers had joined the British Army, and

' about the middle of February another big recruiting

meeﬁing for the British Army was held in the Mansion
House, Dublin, Terry MéﬁSwiney was fined L/—'in.Cork
at this ﬁeriod under the Defence of the Realm Act.

The Britich Press were now demandihg the suppression

of Sinn Féin and the Irish Volunteers. -

There were big faids for arms in Cork in Mérch,
and about the middle of March Mr. Horan was prosecuted
for driving P. H. Pearse through Grafton Street without
a licence. Mr., Pearse attended court and stéted he
ignored fhe Goverhment. The‘ane was adjoufned and
dismissed at the next hearing and Pearse denied using

words attributed to him,

On St. Patrick's Day big parades were held'in‘
Cork, All parties marched in the procession and
about 2,000 British military askéﬁ for permission to
have a place in the précession but were not allowed to
march. In Galway, Tipperary and other centres;
Irish Volunteers and National Volunteers marched side
by side, These parades were most orderly. In
College Green aboﬁt 2,000 men were ingpected by Eoin
McNeill, On the platform were Pearse, McDoﬁagh,-Sheen,
De Valera, Ceannt and Hunter, At a concert or a play

in Tullamore some trouble arose outside and the police



L.‘.

[ ] .'.J

cw

23.

tried to gain admiséion. They were refused and tried
to force their way in. They were fired on by some
Volunteers. Near the end of March there was a series
of raids on what was known as the Mosquito Press.

Theée were weekly publications and were all critical of
the British Government and, of c¢ourse, were printing
anti-British propaganda. - They were The Spark, Honesty,
The Gael and Gaelic Athletic, At this time Blythe and
Mellows were imprisoned in Arbour Hiil and deporfation

orders were issued for men in Galway. Thirteen men in

- Tullamore were charged for firihg on the police,

Charlie Power defended. A report of a cancelled order
to march on the Citizen Army Headquarters was read at‘a
Corporation meeting. ' This publication caused an amount
of speculation in the city as to the intentions of the
British Army authorities. A large méeting'to protest
againet deportation, at which Alderman Corrigen presided,
was held in the Mansion House. FEoin McNeill challenged
the British to bring out their forces. There was.ean
overflow meeting and a march through the city. Protest
meetings against overtaxation in Ireland were being held.
These meétings gave Sinn Féin an opportunity of comingm
out in the open before the public.. The Irish Party

were annoyed and accused Sinn Féin of.beiﬁg pro-German,
The British newspapers admitted over-taxation 1n.Ire1andh
Mellows ang Blythe were deported to England early in
April. The police searched a motor 6ar from Co. Wexford
in College Green - the car contained a number of rifles
and revolvers, A big parade of Irish Volunteers was
held at Parnell Square and at armeeting in the Mansién
House EoinlMcNeill referred to deported Voclunteers as
"Cagualties". Judge Kemny in Green Street Court
referred to open hostility to recruiting and general anti-

British propaganda in Ireland. The newsagents in Dublin
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were warned that they would be prosecuted if they sold

seditious newspapers. On April 20th 1916, at a

meeting of the Dublin Corporation, a protest was made

against the statements of Judge Xenny. There was &

. sensation in the Council Chamber when Alderman Tom Kelly

' read a secret order (supplied by Mr. P. J. Little),

threatening raids and attacks by British military. The
order was that all Irish Volunteer Halls and National
Volunteer Halls were to be occupied. On April 22nd the

]

following newsitem appeared in the newspapers:-

'A collapsible boat containing rifles and
ammunition was seized at Corrohone Strand, Tralee,
on Friday. A man of unknown nationality was
arrested. It is not known from where the boat
came or for what it was intended.'

A late news item stated that three Dublin men were
arrested and charged in connection with the landing of
arms at Kerry. A parade of Volunteers was ordered for
Easter Sunday. But on Saturday, Eoin MacNeill, Chief
of Staff, issued a circular rescinding all orders given
to the Volunteers Corps, owing to the very critical
gituation. He ordered that no parades, marches or other
movements of Irish Volunteers take place: each

individual Volunteer will obey this order strictly in

every particular,

Casement was arrested in Kerry after landing in
the collapsible boat. (Monteith, who landed with him,

egscaped and later on came t¢ Dublin where he remained

. for some time before going to the U,S.A,) He was

taken by rail to Dublin and on to London. Were it not
for the dissensions existing in the Irish Volunteer
Executive Council Casgment could have eagily been
rescued from his R.I1.C, guards st any railway station
and particularly at Westland Row. Lest it should

appear from any of the proceeding statements leading up
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to this event that there was any sympathy with an
advanced movement in Ireland, it must be understood that
the only sympathy forthcoming was from the few engaged
in this movemént and their families, and spread all

over the country we had what ever remained of the old

Fenian movement, These men never forgot. ‘And,

‘although they fought in the Land League and took sides

in the Parnell split, at heart they were anti-British,
although they were o0ld and seldom seen in public.

Their conferéation énd advice at the fireside carried
welght and had a steadying effect on the younger
generation, Their simple influence prevented a
stampede into the British Army and, as happened in most
places where the old Fenians had‘passéd away, the old
women were in many cases still slive, The advice and
influence of these women was better than that of the
men. They were less cautious in their statements and
more robust in their denunciation of English treatment

of Ireland in the past. They had no hesitation in

»declaring that we would get nothing from England unless

we fought for it. In rural Ireland, as in the cities
and towns, the walls were decorated with pictures of
Tone anq Emmett. Napoleon a}so got & promiﬁent place.
Soon these pictures would have company - the pictures
of heroic men and women: some who had paid the extreme
penalty and some who ﬂere pretty lucky to escape. | But

all of whom took the same desperate decision that

Ireland might be free.

On the other side, by far the greater number of’
the population were backing England in the war. All
ex-soldiers and military were called up and their
dependants were getting a generous allowance. These
pPeople were very troublesome. They suddenly became

very anti-Irish and were at all times ready to display
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their hostile opinions in attacks on any Irish

- company or procession. When Pearse brought a number

of Volunteers from Dublin to Limefick City, they were
actually pelted with stones in parts of the city.
The same would have occurred in any la:ge town in
Ireland outside Dubiin. The old-time Britisher and
most of all the well-to-do people were sure in their

own minds that, with a few exceptions, all Ireland was

1oya1‘to the Empire. Ancother aspeét of the general

situation was that the advanced party was conservative
to a degree, The heads of the organisation or most
of them at any rate, and I knew' a nunber of them
personaily, were different from the rank and file and
would accept hélp from any source. But the other
section, and they were the great majority, adopted

the attitude 'if you are not with us you are against
us’'. This wés the reason why their intelligenée.
service was so PoOOTr. Of course this was an old failing
with Irishmen. Wolfe Tone found that he had a
difficult job to counteract this attitude in his day.
The same applied to Emmet and other revolutionary
1eaders and the men of the advance movement were
turning-away good moral support in many cases by*
direct insults. Another aspect.of the situation in
Ireland with regard to the freedom of the country was
the attitude of the Irish in America. (Casement went
to America in 1915 but he apparently did little good. )

The Irish party at this period were popular with the

‘majority of the Irish people. The leaders of the

advanced movement in the U, S.A. were awaiting their
opportunity to gain any political advancement that
might come their way in the U.S.A. if the Home Rule
Bill was put into operation in Ireland, and they were

well aware of the possibility of a rising and were
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behind it - but to what extent? During the yeafs of
agitation they sent money for any purpose only the
buyiﬁg of guns, At no period up to the Civil War

did they'send guns and they could have sent them in
small iots. It is well recognised that a few dozen
machine guns would have swept the British Army off the
streetg of Dublin in 1916.

British persecution in Ireland suited the
political ambitions of Irish leaders in America,
They were afraid that if we got our freedom they would
lose some of their influence in American politics,
Political trouble in Ireland suited them and they
never hoped for any success through the use of arms,
I had a personal experience in this matter of arms
and freedom in the year 1912 or 1913. The menbers
of the A,0,H. American alliance were called to a

meeting to meet a fraternal delegate from the U, S. A.

This man I knew personally in previous yeasrs as Chairman

of the Dublin G. A. A. Football League which held their
meetings in the Pantheop in Essex Street, His name
was Pidgeon: he had emigrated to the U,S.,A., some years
earlier, The late Harry Dobbin presided at this
meeting, Portion of Pidgeon's address was to the

effect that war in Burope was possible in a few years

and if it did start the most we would be able to do

would be to become hewers of wood and drawers of water,
Most of the members protested against this statement
and Mr, Pidgeon was told to tell his friends in U. S. A.

that the Irish people would never adopt this attitude.

That was the opinion of some at any rate of our
friends in the U.S.A. We must not fight with guns,
Even when the new War for Independence started they

still kept to the same attitude. No guns seemed to
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be their policy. But when a trealy was signed in
London.under a threat of immediate and terrible war
they immediately backed the Treaty party and some of
them came home to Dublin as if they were conguering
heroes, and on Paddy Fleming's. return from the.U.S.A.
in 1921, hé was able to have a consignment of Thoﬁson
guns landed in this country. -These guns were used
for instruction purposes during the Truce in the
various Battalions (Shaun Budd was the instructor in
the 3rd Battalion), and in a short space of time we had
g number of men competent to use these guns and also

capable of instructing others in their use,

In the enterprise for the importation of these

machine guns Harry Boland and other I.R.A. men in the

U.S.A. took a leading part. The rank and file of the
Irish in America were now able to see through the -
veneer of the professional politicians and were
prepared to bréak with theﬁ'on the arms question.

The politicians uadopted the policy that they would

never give England the opportunity of protesting to the

U.S.A. that she allowed arms to be used against a

friendly nation. And so, when the Irish Volunteers
struck for freedom from England, it was English guns
they had to use, with the exception of a mixture of

antiquated arins from other countries,
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EASTER WEEK 1916,

Chapter 111.

Early in the week preceeding Baster Week
Capt. T.J. Cullen was warned to prepare for a call.
But by the end of the week word came through that the rifles

were not coming and all orders were cancelled.

When the decision to fight was taken there was not

nearly enough arms for the: Irish Volunteers themselves and,

consequently, we got no word to mobilise. We had our
ususl Sunday training on Easter Sunday at Goatstown.
Nerves were on edge but no one knew what would happen
next. On Easter Monday I was in Sandyford during the
early part of the day. The first indication I got theat
anything was stirring was when I saw a company of what
w&s.known in Dublin as George Rex Officers" Training Corps
starting for home in a hurry. They were:éuxiliaries

of the British Army and were out for rifle practice. _
They occupied Beggars Bush Barracks and.Trinity College.
They were: attacked by the: Irish Volunteers on their way
home., A few of them were killed and & few wounded,

but the: most of them got safely back to barracks.,

When I arrived hdme.I sent two boys to Mountpleasant Square
to cabtain Cullen, but he was not at home., When I
arrived in Dublin: on. Tuesday morning I had a look around
to see: what was happening. A number of the population

were hostile, a number very hostile. The: Citizen Army



Y

@

.30.

had evacuated St. Stephen's Green aﬁd a man lay dead over
his rifle inside the railings. I was ordered to get back
while looking at this men by the British in the Shelbourne
Hotel. It was occupied by some British Officers and
sniping was going on between the hotel and the College
of Surgeoné. The United Service: Club was also occupied‘
by aoﬁe>British officers, and sniping was going on from
here also. A large number of women and children were
watéhing events at the top of Merrion Row (Stephen's Green
end). ' It was one of these who told me about the'deaﬁ man
in the Green. So I went over to see 1f it were true.
There was no use in'wafning these people about thelr
danger. They were curious and did not understand what was
the cause: of all the trouble. Bullets were: whining but
they did not seem to mind.

!

When I got back to the shop (9 Lr. Baggot St.)
Captain T.J. Cullen and Rory O'Connor ceme in. There
were a few people in the shopsét the time so I sent them
upstairs and closed the doors. In a short time lrs.
Nugent came in apnd I was behind the: counter, Captain.
T.J. Cullen took off Rory's hat and said “That was &
narrow shavet, Rory‘ha&ftol&.him previoﬁsly how' near
he was to being killed, I examined the hat and told
him he could not have: been wearing the hat and'npt have
been killed. It wes bored in two places in the front.
I parted Rory"s thick black hair and discovered an upwafa
red patch as.if'it haw.bqen burned. It then began to
pain him. {(The hat is still in existence). |

Rory was an I.H.A,‘Ihteiligence'Officer and carried

a half a ham and some mutton a&s a very good disguise when -
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meeting British soldiers. He was on his way to Plunketts
when he met Captain Cullen. He was using an assumed name
in case. of capture: as his father was a Congested District
Board'Comm;ssioner'and he: had to be protected. He told
us: the whole position_and it was;hopelessi He told us to
do everything possible to arrangé a truce or armlstice,
The ammunition would last only a few days, and as the arms
were of various types some of it was used up already.

In the meantime we were to observe all military movements

and report when possible.

On Tuesday Captain T.J. dullen had & number of ‘men
standing-to In Pembroke St., but Rory's.words were '“Send.
them home, Send them home. Wbahavé'no arms for ihem
now, We will want them again?. Here was founded

'K' Company, 111 Battalion T.R.A. .

Plunkett was confident of a German landing. * .
He waé:the only one who believed this: as he had been ta
Germany and received promises, It téok a whole: day to
get a deputation togefher to call on the Lord Mayor.

We got Major Grean (he: was then in charge of the National

WOlunteeréu. the Hon. Pitzroy Hempil and Creed Meredith.
We: called on the: Lord Mayo¥ (Gallagher) on Wednesday.
These,threermaﬁ new nothing of our instructions.

Our reception was anytﬁing but dignified. Both the Lord
Mayor and Lady Mayoress: gave us terrible abuse. Both‘
expressed the hope that not a rebel would escape.

One by one: we tried to reason with him that it was for the

_purpose of stopping the fight that we Wished him to

intervene, He had been to the Castle and had consulted

with the Army Authorities already. After a long debate

-
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he: said he would mention the matter. But he would not
recommend any cessation;of hpstilities:until the rebels
were wiped out. (Judge O"Connor told me afterwards that
the Lord Mayor did mention the: fact to Maxwell that some
prominent citizens were tryilng to arrange an armistice,

but that Tim -Healy, who was: also present, objected).

Capt., Cullen and myself then went to Rathgar and met John
?. Donovan, M.P., Sec. National Volunteers, We explained
that we: were trylng to arrange an armistice, and would he
try and get in touch with Mr. Redmond for the purpose.
Donovan was also very hostile and said that a.telegram

had been sent to him By Mr. Redmond ordering him to call
out the National Volunteefs to assist the British military.
The telegram had not been delivered and tﬁat was why he did
not act. He could not act on a “phone message, We were
sorry for this as we would have answered the call and

used the arms and ammunition in our own way.

When: we: got back we met Rory O*Connor who told us:
to get in touch with the Dublin Fusiliers and offer them
£2 per man if they would join up with the Irish Volunteers.
These were-Peﬁrseﬁs.instructions; We: had no chance: of
meking the contaet. The Dublins were in Kilmainham and
thét district was well held by the: British.

We: were in the Mansion House: again on Thursday.

‘We met the Lord Mayor and suggested various men who might

intervene, We mentioned the Archbishop, The- Most Rev.
Dr. Walsh., He said the Archbishop was down with scabies.
"What about his Secretary"? we said., “He 1is a&s bad as

the rebels we are flghting* was the reply. "The Commissioner

of Police®?. “No use, the D.M.P. are suspected and
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suspended. And so he went on. He: had an excuse.for
every suggestion offered. We tried again on Friday without

result.

N In the meantinie_ the: telephone: was made: use of.
Captain: T,F. CGullen rang. He just said 'military call®
and uaé put through. Most of" rthese:- calls were to Mr. Hanna
in Clontarf. He;z was Redmond®s secretary and was very
hostile. Most of the: calls v;ere: made from the: Leinster
Club in Leinster St. Mr. Slattery of Tralee was in the:
¢lub when the: trouble broke out and had to staey there

until it was over..

Gn Friday I left the Mansion House with Fitzroy
Hempill. I must say at thiis stege that he was sympathetic:.
We came home: by way of Leinster S5t. and Clare St. The
British then had a post in a chemist shop in Clare: St.

Dr. Sigerson was walking up and down the footpath

outside his own house: with his head down and his hands
behind his back. The Bri:tish there were lining the
street oﬁ one: side. and had sand' bags across the road on
the junction of Merrion Sq. and Hérrion St. We were not
" questioned at any time: during the journey. Dr. Sigefsori
kept in touch with events during the week, Miss Sigerson
was continuously moving around. She: was up: in Baggot 3'1_:.
on a few occeasions looking for information. Oﬁ these

occasions she met Captein T.J. Cullen,

Apart from my movements with Captéin Gullen
my own personal experiences were Iinteresting. 1 was
living in Sunnybank, Dundrum. I drove into the: city on
Tuesdey morning in & horse and trap and hadi no difficulty
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in getting to Er. Baggot St. or to the stables in Ely
Place. Mrs. Nugent also drove in lafer in an outside car,
The: balance: of the day I have already explained, I’dréve
home late in the evening, and apsrt from the sound of"
gunfire there_was no sign of trouble in a large area of
the south éast portién of the city. The Volunfeers
occupied a house at the junction of Lr,JLeeson‘St. aﬁd-
Adelaide Road but evacuated it on Tuesday. I wonder why
as there:wassno‘threat of attack, They also evacuated
Pavy's of Sth. Richmond Sp¢ and Harcourt St. station,

but ﬁhese two posts could be'attécke&.from Portobello
Barracks and there were only a few men to defend them.

The eafly-evacuation of Little's public house at the

corner of Cuffe St. seemed strange, as if 1t were attacked

there was & good line of retreat fo the: College: of' Surgeons.

' The Citizen Army men who occupled these posts were by

Wednesday confined to the College: of Surgeons, and their.
scouting, if any, seemed defective.

T drove: into theaciiy again on Wednesday morning.
I took Ben Duff with me this time. He was one of the
Dundrum Boys' Brigade, In the: interval between our
Mansion House: visit and our Rathger trip, a business

_order came in from the Adelaide Hospital, oppoéiteaJacob's

facxory. I had the horse and van yoked up and with

Ben Duff drove: to the Adelaide hospital. We went by
Pembroke: St., Adelaide Road, BHarrington St., Heytesbury St.,
past Jacob's, én-to-the hospital and back the same: way,
There9were’&.feﬁ'bullets screaming but on: thls journey

we saw neither British troops nor Volunteers. I told

Ben to keep his hands folded up &gainst his heart in case
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a stray bullet got him. Ben was to know the destructive
work of bullets in a leter war and is still alive,

On. the way into the city on Tuesday and Wednesday
morning, it was amusing to see "Suburbia' carrying bundles
of naked bread.  They were ablé to get ﬁo the D.B.C.
in Sth. King St. and some bakers were working. We drove

home: late on Wednesday evening without any interference.

By this time the:hostiliéy shown by numerous people
to the Volunteers: was: changing. Everywhere, as far as
was known, they were in possession of_most of the éity,
and various ﬁosts, with a few exceptions, had not yet been‘
attacked, We drove in again on Thursday morning,
and with the exception of a consultation and a visit to the
Mension House and Leinster Club T had only one experience.
I may here: mention that the weather was hot, brilliant
sunshine. Towards evening some business or mission took
me to Upper Leeson St. As I arrived &t the church
at Leeson Park a party.of British soldiers came up along
Leeson St. from Donnybrook. They wérerg machine-gun corps
with 1 @achine—guns;and ammunition carts. .Théy had
maréhed‘all the way from Dunlaoghaire in the heat, pushing
or driving their guns and carts. They were mostly lads,
territorials and poorly trained. Before they arrived
at the church they were halted by their officer, &and in
a moment every man was lying on the ground; I nevef
knew tea. to be: made in such a short space 6f time,
for within a few minutes every man had a cup of tea,

Upper Leeson St. was loyal to the Empire. The officer
had a map, and I saw and heard him ask a man who was

passing how he would get to Richmond Barracks. He did
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not know he was at Leeson St. bfidge. " I am well aware
that the Volunteers in the College: of Surgeons knew the

position by -the time the troops were on the move again,

and had they sent out a dozen men they could have captured

the machine-guns as these boeys were: unable to fight.

But nothing was done! The garrisons in Jacob's or
Marrowbone Lane could also have captured then. I do not

know if they knew of the: - presence;of these guns.

We were: able to drive home to Dundrum on Thursdsy
night, and later in the night I got word that Leeson St.
and other bridgess were occupied by British troops; so
I walked in on Friday morning. When I got to the
junction'of Upper: Baggot St. and Waterloo Road there was
a.soldie? standing by himself without arms or ammun;tion.
He told me he lived in Fleming"s Place and was home on "
leave, . He had been placed thére to watch a woman who

was. supposed to be carrying despatches for the: Volunteers,

~ and to warn her and keep her auay.' Thé woman was poorly

dressed but ladylike. I talked with him for a few
minutes and when I came to the sentry, who. had seen me.

talking to the soldier, I was allowed to pass.

The military then had their headquarters in Baggot:
St. hospitsal. I was brought in there for identification.
The porter knew me and I was allowed to cross Baggot St.
bridge. I could have saved myself the trouble, as I
discovered afterwards that there: was no sentry on the:
lock-gates and peopie-werescrossing them at ﬁill. X
erogsed the lock—gates.at Leeson St. bridge: later in the

day without any question,

The flag sﬁill_continped to fly from the College of
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Surgeons, Jacob's and Boland's Mills. I had news from
Bolandl's during'the:week. A boys named’: Stephen Boylan
who‘wgg in nmy employment was with fhezgarrison in Boland's
and called to see me when he was out on messages. ‘This'
boy_w&sxsent home by thezBfitish after the surrender took

place, He came to me directly.

We: could hear the %nténse firing when £he>attack
on: Clanwilliam House commenced on Wednesday. “Thé defence
put up by this garrison is one: of phe most outstanding
features of theawholeffight. They fought to the: death -
and their heroism compares with the defence of’ Dunboy

300 years earlier.

T remained in Dublin on Friday night. The firing
was: intense:. in many parts of the city, but around nggot
St., ﬁerrion Row and southern parts of the town
all was quiet. The whole: area was aglow with fires
from 0'Connell St. After our in?érview with Rory
0 *Connor onzTuesdéy he: went to Plunkett's,, Fitzwilliam'St.,
and met Captain T.J. Cullen later in the day, Captain
Cullen went with him &s far as the Metal Bridge, Here
Rory left him and crossed to get to the: G.P.C. After
Capt. Cullen got back to Baggot St, we fixzed up our
deputation for the Mansion_Housesnext day.

At: a1l times during the fight we admired the pluck

of the men and women who occupied the different pbsxs,

_but at no time: did we: agree with their tactics. We

had made a study of military tactics: for a considerable -
time. Consequently, we considered it a mistake to
advertise oneds position by hoisting e flag to tell the enemy



during the: fight.

58.

!
where one is,  Another item was that the: men from the
College: of Surgeons éould.easily have captured the few

officers who. occupied the Shelbourne Hotel and the

‘Conservative Club. By doing this they would have been -

free: to move at will_through a large part of the city.
Capt. Cullen and myself, along with members of our
deputation, were able to walk up Merrion St. and along
Stephen's Green to the: Mansion House up to and including
Friday without any opposition.- I am in no way |
criticising, merely poinﬁiﬁg out the position as we: saw
it. The: College of Surgeons, Jacob'ssor Marrowbone Lane:
were: not attacked at any time during the fight. An item
which I have already recorded as well &s all our movements
and which Capt. Cullen tried to preserve by placing his
docunments in: his bank in Lr. Camden St. - this document
could not be found in later years but two similar documents.’
ﬁere seized by the British and must still be In existence

somewhere.. This document refers to our movements

The St. John Ambulance: Brigade were very busy,
particularly to and from the Royal Automobile Club in

_ Dawson St. where they'were supposed to be getting their

petrol supplies. As well as their own ambulances

they took on a number of private cars for ambulance work. .

~ These ambulancesswere carrying military officers all

over the city and also took the: Lord Mayor on at least six
occasions from the: Mansion House to the Castle. We
actually saw officers getting out of the ambulance in the
Club yard from the window in the Mansion House. At the
same time the St. John AmbﬂlanbeeBrigade left a dead
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Volunteer in Stgphen's Green for a whole Wweek unti} some
charitable men took fhe body away for burial to Glasnevin
on Sunday, I gave evidence of identification in this
man's case for a death certificate. These ambulances
did’military work under cover of the Red Cross, and the
military in Upr. Baggot St. used Baggot St. hospital

as: their headquarters:ahdaused the tower of the churhh
in Haddington Road for sniping. The ambulances took
P4{m Healy an&.Judge'O“Connor to Dublin Castle and back,
so it can be seen tha£ they were.being used as & line
of commimnication during the week for British military.

An interesting item of intelligence wofk dur;ng
thg‘fighting was when Capt. T.J. Cullen met a ggntleman |
who was: & British enthusiast. In casual converéation
he told him that there was: &8 secret posx.at Baggot St.
bridge ang that thefe was a machine gun in this: post.

Of course this was not true, but the information was
passed on to the: British and it was after midday on Friday
before they made any attempt to cross the bridge, ghd

then only one soldier crossed although they had a good

number around the hospital and Waterloo Road. I have

mentioned the poor intelligence service prevailing in

‘the: Irish Volunteers at the 1916 period. In later years

I had information on this: subject from a man on the
maintenence: staff in Griffith Barracks wﬁo held a similar
position in Dublin Castle in 1916, This man's mother

was also employed in the Castle. These people were

. friendly with the'Volunteefs as were other employeesgin

the:Castlé, and had they been'made more use of prior to

the rising their information would have been such,
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that the: Castle would be easily captured when the
attack was made and a number of high dfficials captured,
as}a:Privy Council meeting was in progress when the attack
was made, I was also informed that a red negative
photorplate was in the Intelligence: office in the Castle
showing that James Connolly was shot in the Castle‘

grounds.,

The plans under which operations were to be

carried out in the Rising of 1916 were not made public,

but in conversation with Michael MeGrory (who was
Pearse's confid&nt} and Alfred McGlsughlin, a cousin

of Pearse, I wasginformed that the plans were Emmet's

- original plans: for the whole of Ireland. The matter

was often discussed between Pearse, McDonough, Alfred
MeGlaughlin and Michefl Megruaidhe some: years before
there was any telk of Volunteers. These men were for
a long time: before the founding,of‘theeVolunteers in
the habit of going out in the: Dublin mountains for
practice: with a .22 bore rifle. They claimed that
they were:theafirst.Bepublic&n.Army; and that if ever
Ireland struck for her freedom the: plans of operation
should be Emmet.'s., When the fight did start these
plans: could not_be:put into operation as the number of

men and amount of arms available were too few,

In a few weeks after the surrender in Easter Week
Captain.T.J Cullen and myself were invited to a meeting
in: Creed Meredith'"s house: in Herbert Flace. There were
present as well aé Creed Meredith, Fitzroy Hempill, Ma jor
Crean and a number of others, including Robert Barton
in the uniform of & Dublin Fusilier Officer. The
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Qurpose:of‘the:meeting ﬁas to get a declaration from

the: National Committee: of the National Volunteers thatb
they would accept Home Rule: with Partition. Barton
left. before the meeting opened, Capt. Cullen and myself
protested against any such proposal and! the meeting

P

ended without any decision. The British Prime Minister -

Asquith - was then anzious for some. sort of a settlement
in Ireland in order to try and whitewash the exdcutions.
The Irish Parlismentary Party were assisting him in

this efforf to try to save: their own faces,

PierceABeasley,‘writing from & preﬂuﬂiced angle,
stated that Rory OMConnor took no part in the Irish
Voiunteer operatioﬁs until a late period, It has
rarely: happened in any military histbry in any part of
the world thet where military officers.refer to their

ppponehts in arms, that they attempt to cast;aspersions

- on their memory, particularly when such officers were

brave and upright - as was Rory O'Connor.: And now
to contradict this prejudiced statement. The: long arm
of truth of those still living who know to the contrary

and the: camera which does not lie, stretches out to

‘prove ﬁithout doubt, if there should be any, that Rory

0'"Connor was an active'member;of the Irish Volunteers
at Larkfield, and remained true to his faith in the
Irish Republic until the mofning of his execution in

Mount joy.

Rory O'Connor was born in Kildare St., Dublin,

 on the: 28th November, 1883. He was educated at St.

Mary"s College, Rathmin955 and at Clongowes Wood College.
He' took his B.E, and B.A. in the oldi National University
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in 1910. He left Ireland for Canada in 1911 on
construction work on the:Cana&ian Pacific Railway

and later on the Canadian Northern Railway. He
returned to Ireland in 1915 on & call home: from Joe
Plunkett (other men were called home under similar
circumstances).,  On his return home he attended a war
council of the Irish Volunteers. While offering no
objection to the: proposed rising, he stated “Do you
realise what this effort is going to cost iniblood.
But if you now decide on fighting I am with you",

And hezképt his word. On his return from Canaéa

he took up an engineefing position in the Dublin
Corporation and continued to be an active working member
of the: Irish Volunteers. Those:peopleaﬁho took part
in early Volunteer: operations: know Whét;an amount of

work any man had to do whe operated with Joe Plunkeet

‘anq,Se&n McDermotf for a considerable time before the

Rising. Hory'O”Connor'was also well known to all
young men who‘took a prominent part in tﬁe 1916 Rising,
as he was & member of the Young Iréland‘Branch of the
United. Irish League in 1907 and 1908. A number of the.
leaders of 1916 were members cﬁ’the U.I.L. Branch

when John Redmond repudiate@ them on accbunﬁ of the
pressure they werestrying to bring to bear on him'

to divert his energles solely to Irish Interests.

‘Rory O*Connor was not & politician or a ﬁarade man.
He was a.grea£ silent worker and, consequently, he was
not as well known to the rank and file of tﬁe.army as
were most of the other leaders. When hostilities started
on Eﬁster Monday 1916 he was Intelligence Officer in the‘

A
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G.P.0. He now a&optédFthe name: *Cyril Cdoger'

as I have already mentioned his féther-was &,Gémmissioner
of the Congested Districts Boafd. Rory saw to 1£

that his father®s position was protected by assuming

a nane that would sound palatable to British officers

if the necessity arose. When he: was wounded by-fire
from the College of Surgeons it was under this assumed
name he was taken to Mercer®s hospital and later to a

nursing home in Lr. Leeson St.

As soon as he wag sufficlently recoﬁered

he continued his Volunteer activities, ~He:was I.R.A.

' officer Commanding Britain. He wes arrested by

Auxiliaries: at the end of January l921 and escaped from
the: Curragh with & man named Ryan, & native of Lacken,

Tipperary. This was the first escape from any British

.Internment Camp in Ireland. Rory strongly opposed the

Truce:, He wanted to fight on as there: was then a
possibility of getting a supply of armsi, ‘Other men
oppése& the Truce;, such as Cathal Brugha ana:Stack,
but the majority prevailed. Rory O'Connor was not

married and few people who knew him realised that there

‘was a romance, and that the bullet that killed him in

Mount joy affected the lifée of a lady member of a great
Irish family.

I must not forget the men who, in a short space of
time, formed K. Company 111 Battalion Dublin City
Brigade T.R.A, They were: 'standlng to! on Tuesday of
Easter Week when Rory O"Connor said “Send them home.

We: have: no arms for them now, Sendﬁthem'home, We

. ¢

will want them again®, These men went home but were
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back again at work 1ﬁ a short time. They immediately
started collecting dumped arms: and ammunition.

Some of the men who were fighting and who were partly
isolated, dumpeditheir arms before surrendering, and,
in conseguence, the men who were freg, with the
asslstance: of a few local people, were able to make a
collection of arms. They also became part of the
organised movement against recruiting. They were
continually engaged in some useful work for the new
fight. They were witnesses to & week of terror and
destruction. They were aware: of the executions: and
trials still going on.  Some of them witnessed the
savagery of the: British soldiers in Nth. King St.
where innocent men were shot or bayoneted before their
eyes, A largelnuﬁber of these experieneessonly made
them more determined &nd better soldierSaWheﬁ the time

came to strike again,

An instance: of this failure to surrender to the
British at this period, and the determination to rearm
and carry on. the fight when the counﬁry was re-organised,
was: that in the Portlaoighise area, of which Eamonn
Fleming was in charge. (His brother P.J. was with him).
Himself and his small column dumped their guns and
disbanded. Eamonn saw to it in a short time that(
these guhS'were carefully stored for future operations,
and In-later-yearé every man 1nrthat column took part
in the fight for freedom. They were'aware that the
1916 attempt was a "blood bath®; still they were
prepared to carry oﬁ'without céunting the consequences,
and the same spirit prevailgd in other districts.

Tt was this type of individual self-sacrifice that made
the 1916 Rising a success.
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How the: news bf the: Rising reached the U.S.A.

In the: month of Januery 1916, the late: Tim Ring
of Valentia, Co. Kerry, was in Dublin and met Sefn

 McDermott in Tom Clarke®s shop in Parnell St. Betails

were there worked out —‘if and when the rising took
place a message was to be sent to‘Kenmare which Tim

Ring would get. This arrangement worked according to
plan. Then & message Was to be sent by Mary O'Sullivan
of Kenmare to her sister in New York. The meséage, as
pre-arranged, was "operation successful". This méssage
was in the:possession of the Irish repuﬁlicans in New
York-by the time the Rising started, and they immediately

published the news.

The British Secret Service in the U.S.A. and at
nome were completely baffled. They could find no
indication of how the news arrived and they paid no
atteﬁtion to the simple family message. But as-time
passed théznrish people in the U.S.A. as well as the
people at nome were showlng their appreciation of the
men and women'wﬁo suffered in the Rising., ILarge sums
of money were being subscribed for the: National Aid
Fund, and enthusiastic meetings of protest against
the treatment of prisoners and executions in Ireland
were being held all over the U.S.A. ~ John Devoy was a
witness to this new enthusiasm. He saw. that political
differences were belng swept aside and that the Irish

in the U.S.A. were uniting for the common cause in
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Ireland. He: felt that he and some of his associates
were being swept aside by this new patfiétic wave,"
and 1in order to prove to the Irish people that he was
one of the prime movers in the Rising he announced at a
public meeting' in New York that he was the first to get
the news: of the Rising from Ireland. BHe éxplaihed

the whole arraﬂgements:for the dispatch and receipt of

the: message and then he gave the name of the man who

sent the: message - Tim Ring of the Cable Station Valentie,

] This: latter information was quite unnecessary

and 1t amounted to felon séttlng. Tim Ring was
immediately arrested and teken to Trelee barracks

- while 1nquifies were being made, There were a number

6£'Mary Oﬂsullivanslin Kenmare who were prepared to
say they sent messages to their sisters in the U.S.A.
The police were unable to get sufficient.evidence for
a.conviction,'&nd he was taken to Dublin and kept in
Arbour Hill for a time. He was then taken to London,
and: after a further period in prison without tri&l'

he was interned with other Irish prisoners. Ee was

' released at the end of the year, and. as there was no

charge against him he returned to his posdtion in the:
Cable Station. |

On the evening of the general surrender
cars were sent around various parts of the city
carrying white flags. This: was a very depressihg
éveningras éll seemed lost. Boiand“s_Mill garrison
or Jacob's had not surrendered and tﬁe crack of
snipef rifles could still be heard in our area around
Merrion St. 3ut after dusk a British Sergeant with
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a rifie on his shoulder came marching slowly up Lower
Baggot St. and after every few pacesrhe would shout
mClose those windows and put out e&ll lights®. This
;cmion added to the general depression and &as=resented
by the loyalist inhabitants. They felt that they
should not be put on the: same level as rebels, but the
British military knew nbthing about people proclaiming

“their loyalty. In fact they suspected them. It was

now plain that after a week of freedom the British
army weré again in complete control, and to add to the:
general desolation the rain which had kept off for
over a week came down In torrents. This; heavy rain
falling on the burning buildings in 0'Connell St. ares
added to the general gloom. The smgém could be seen

rising to great heights over the burning buildings,

‘and the men who had surrendered were kept in the open

during the night in this cold drenching rain, on
Monday shops weie again open and the D.M.P. were
reinstated and onm duty. Some of them were sent arouﬁd
to shops to collect orders for perishable goods

which were commandeered by the military at the various
stations, Papers were agaln on sale and were eagerly
bought. 'Announcements.of éourtsﬁartial and executlons
were published. The press generally favoured‘thé
executions, but & large section of the populatiocn were

getting angry. De Valera was the last to surrender

and the publicity in th13703533cre&t6d a general public

interest. His statements to thefmilitgry officers

as published by Dr. Myles Keogh who was present -
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“Save my: men but do as you like with me™ and "If the

people came out with knives and forks we would have

beaten you® left people asking who he was, and he was

" the ohly Commendant sentenced to death in which the

public: took an iInterest in the attempt to éave his life.
He was an American citizen, and I had proof later in the

year that influentiel people appealed to the American

Consul in Leinster St. to try and save his life.

The Irish in the U.S.A. used their powerful influence
with President Wilson and it was established that he

did intervene. He was seen to leave his box in the

‘theatre the evening prior to the date fixed for the

execution, and in the morning We:had the neﬁs-that the

death sentence was commuted to & life sentence.

Later in the month of July WQ:had.a,visitor
from U.S.A., & Fr. Gleeson of Waterbury.A‘ ?
the:Segretary to the American COnsﬁl, was a parishioner
of Fr. Gleeson's and they were very good friends.

This Fr. Gleeson was & cousin off Rev. Dr. McGrath 0.S.A.
John's; ﬁane, Dublin. Fr. Gleeson who was very Irish
and.énxious.to find ell the information he could,

gave & dinner in a hotel in Bray and in the Dolphin
Hotel to Dr. McGrath, Captain Thos. J. Cullen, the
Secretary'oﬂ“the:American Consulate: and myself,

This young man assured us: that there were numerous
gppeals: to hls office to save de: Valera and that

President Wilson did: intervene with the: British Government.

The: British soldiers now patrolling the streets

were very nefvohs. ILarge numbers of them believed that
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‘there ﬁefe-great numbers of hairy men with long tails

in the mountains and until these surrendered the fight

‘would not be over, and indeed some: of the natives in

Dublin kept telling the soldiers that this was true.
411 street traffic was held up for questioning. ‘
This traffic was for the most part horse traffic

as there were few motor cars and these had to procure

-

Rory O'Connor was: badly wbunaed after his
escape from the G.P.0. He was admitted to the
nospital as a civilian under an assumed name. Capt.
Cullen knew this name, and when Rory sent him word
through a friendly nurse hegwas able to go see hi@.
Plunkett was told that he was: alive but that was all,
as visitors: calling to see him might cause suspicion.
As: soon as he was well he immediately started work

again.

Some of the big firms in Dublin dismissed
théir employees becéuse‘they took part in the Rising.
Rory made & printing press and printed a number of
circulars warning these firms that the dismissals must
étop ang that the employeeg.already dismissed must be
reinstated. -These circulars may be: seen in the National
Library in the late Nr. Bouche's collection of peculiar
types of'printing. These:warﬁiﬁgs were strictly '

obeyed. I served some of them myself.

My own Company in Dundrum and 2lso the: Boys:

¥

Brigade were back in training. We: were well watched
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but were: not interfered with. The amount of work to

“be done: at this time, particularly in the: city, was

very heavy. The: Volunteers who took up arms in the
Rising were still in prisons or prison camps in England,
as were also the members of the Sinn F&in organisation.

But as for Rory O'Connor, Capt. T.J. Cullen, myself

-and the men who had already startédiorganising again,

the war was still on. Rory mentioned that it did not
stop at any time, and while he and those who were
prepared to work with him did so it would continue to

carry on in various ways. : e
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Chapter IV,

Founding of National Aid Association.

As soon after the surrender in 1916 Qs it was
possible to move around a few people'held a meeting_
fgr the purpose of raising funds for the dependants
of' the executed, sentenced and deported men, Dora
Sigerson. Shorter came from London to help in the
enterprise. . The: first proposal came: from Ald, Corrigan
and Capt. T.J. Cullen. When they succeeded in forming
& committee an appeal was published on the: 22nd liay 1916.
The appeal for funds ended as follows:.

‘National Aid Association
Bstablished 1916

No doom of law condemns to privetion and
penalty the relatives of imprisoned men.
or the families of the sentenced men.

S

eretaries:: Louise: Gavan Duffy
: Fred. J. Allen -
Michael Davitt, M.B. _
Thos. J. Cullen, M.R.I.A.I.

1

©ffices of the Association ; 10 Exchequer St.,
DUBLIN.
Subscriptions came pouring-in.and in a few weeks the
first list was publi&bed. This list contained the names
of Thos. Cullen and Laurence Nugent and amounted to
£10,000. The people: who: organised the subscriptions
and allowed their names to be published were taking great

risks. Martial liaw was still in exlstence and men were
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still being tried for their lives and no one knew what

would happen next,

Some people Sbjected to certain menbers qf the
aséociation,and on their'own account issued an appeai
for funds on June 8th, 1916, . But in a short time,
through the intervention of Rev.Fr.Bowden, of the Pro-
Cathedral, both pabties merged and the assgociatlion was
carried on under the control of the original committee,
with a number from the rival committee added. . To make
the association more representative, Colonel Moore and

Major Crean were co-opted members.

The objection. to the members was not well founded.
They did noﬁ like Dr. Davitt on account of the trouble |
which arose in the original Volunteer Committee when he
was proposed as a representative of the Irish
Parliamentary Party when they got control of that
committee.  But Dr. Davitt, like the rest of the members
of the Young Ireland Branch of the United Irish League,
had‘ldng since chﬁnged his views and had become a good
Republican. Now, with the other members of the
association, he was taking great chances. The very
people for whom he was working (and his name in fhis-work
ﬁas grgood one) objected to him as secretary and as a
member of the Committee, | Another unpopular member was

Fred Allen, When a number of I,R.B. men joined the

.A.0.H. for a definite purpose, Fred Allen was one of them,

Another objection to him was that he remained with the

Volunteers under Redmond after the split in 191L, and-

that he took no part in the Rising of Easter Week, But
the persons who objected did not know that he and his
men in Dunlacighaire gave their word to Eamonn Ceannt

that they would fight when the arms arrived. They were

"also unaware of the fact that he and his men were
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'standing to' awaitihg the arrival of these arms. On

the fusion of the two committees, these objections

ceased and the work-of raising funds proceeded smoothly.

The assoclation waé not interfered with by the
British Military. Lists were published regularly: they
came from all parts. Ireland, England, Australia,

New Zealand and U. S. A, The amount collected reached the-

| sum of over £200,000,

The formation of the National Aid Association
ﬁeant more to the country generall& from a national point
of view than the mere collection of funds. With the
exception of }he Gaelic League and the G, A, A., the |
national spirit in the couniry had sﬁnk to a very low level.
The qniy'history of the country which the young people
knew was what they heard from.the old people at the fire-
gide. We were oniy just recovering from the diéunity
caused by the Parnell split, and when the War started in
1914, all news and propaganda was in British interests,
with the exceﬁtion of a few weekly publications, These
were often suppressed and the staffs imprisoned or

deported. In all populated areas of Ireland, the women

~who belonged to the old British garrison type formed

canteens for the refreshment of the soldiers and the young
girle of the district were invited to help. Sewing aﬁd
knitting pommittées were also set up by the same people,
and in these cases also the local girls were asked to

knit and sew for the British soldiers. In a great many
cases the girls attended these classes, not because they
were enthusiastic, but because they did not like to

refuse when asked. In like manner the young men were

;idiculed for not joininé the British Army. Recruiting

meetings were being held regularly in all districts,

Prominent local men and politicians addressed these
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meetings. Where there were persons strong—willea
enough to oppose and refuse_to accept ény of this type
of ﬁropaganda, they were ridiculed, raided and provoked
by the police and, in some instances, were imprisoned.
or deported for what were termed offences against the
state, Grédually all the gooﬁ work doﬁe by the Gaelic

League wss dying. This, then, was the position in -

- which the country found itself when the Rising took

place in Easter Week.

The news of the Rising stirred the imagination of
the people, especially the young people. Now they only
wanted a lead to bring them back to their rightful sense
of Irish feeling. . - So that when the National Aid appeal
was published, the young people took advantage of the
opprortunity to break away from the‘degrading position
into which British propaganda had plunged them, They
set about forming collecting committees and, in this way,
they were gble to express their opinions to each other
more freely. They got to know themselves and their
friends. The canteen and knitting and Sewing classes
were largely deserted and a new type qf local society
was formed among the young peoplg and, of course, they

got a great deal of help from the older people,

Right through the period from the rising to the
1917 elections it was this new spirit that brought
victory after victory in these elections.r The Rev.Dr. -
Patrick Browne of Maynooth wrote a lament for Shaun
MeDermott and Whén he appeared afterwards on the platforms
in the Cavan elections, hé was cheered to the echo by
these yoﬁng people. He had done something to help them
to save themselves from the slavery of the British
propaganda "and they showed their appreciation in wild

enthusiasm,
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The people continued to organise and gradually
became defiant of British rule in Ireland. They
eventually'became the great Irish Voluqtary Arny which
brought victory and freedom to this country. So it can
be seen fhat after the effect of the Rising, the
propaganda which developed out of the National Aid Appeal
gave the young men courage to organise and gave them the

strength to strike again when the opportunity arose.

There were private meetings almost nightly and
myself and Captain T;J.Qullen were now enmeshed in the
stark reality of secret service, " We were fhere for some
time previously bhut now we had to make use of every man
we knew. We had to pretend to be good members of the
National Volunteer Committee and in this case we got to
know most of the Irish Parliamentary Party's political
moves, and at the same time, through Colonel Moore and
Major Crean, we got to know every move the British
military intended to make, At the gsame time we were

sneered at by some of. the men whose cause we were serving.

Intelligence and secret service is a difficult and
thankless job but'we were not working for thanks: we
were working at our own expense for a cause in which wé
believéd. Mrs, Nuéent wag also working in the capacity

of an intelligence agent but in a different vein.

Our business was_high clags and she was daily in
contact with wealthy ladies and ladies of rank and the
wives of some of the foreign diplomats and, of course,
the militant suffragettes. The ladies talked freely to
an apparently sympathetic listener, while the suffragettes

were loud in their denunciation of the British CGovernment.

How Captain Cullen kept his health in the years

following Easter Week it is difficult to imagine, He was
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one of Ireland's 1eaéing architects. He was cbnsulting
architect to m;ny dioceses in Ireland, as well as his

general high class practice and on various nights, often
at times working all day and up to eleven or twelve o'clock -
at night in Volunteer interests, I would part with him at

the top of Nassau Street, he going to his office to do a

‘day's professional work and I on my way home to bed.

On thé first Sunday after the start of the executions
myself and Mrs. Nugent were able to get from Dundrum to |
Rathfarnham to see Mrs. Pearse. Dr. O0'Kelly and Mr.

Fintan Murphy, Senior, were alsc there with Mrs. Pearse
and Miss M. Pearse, It was a sad meeting but, even so,.
the fufure of 8t. Enda's was discussed and the intention

to carry on the school was arrived at.

At the end of the first week in June, 1916, British
sentries were again ﬁlaéed on public buildings. Thé
people were beginning to show defiant attitude and placards
were posted on walls wifh various anti-British slogans.-

At this stage Count and Countess Plunkett were deported to
6xford. Colonel Moore wrote to the press, stating that
the agitation going on in the country was spasmodic and

not continuous. He favoured Partition and stated that

a convention of National Volunteers should be called,

The courts martial were still proceeding. Subscriptions
for the National Aid were still pouring in and all

reports-éhowed that the country generally was against

‘partition. It favoured independence. On June 19th, 1916,

a Requiem iass was celebrated in Marlboro St. Cathedral
Tfor the repose of the souls of the executed leaders.
Excitement ran high during the day. Republican flags
ﬁere carried and when the police attempted to seize them.
there weré serious clashes. Hoardings weré pulled down

in places and four men were arrested. These hoardings

were plastered with British Army recruiting posters.
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On the night of June 20th, 1916, a specially

convened meeting of the National Committee of the

'National Volunteers was held at.Ll Parnell Square.

Captain T.J.Culléﬁ and myself attended. Mr. Creed
Meredith presided, Colonel Moore pfoposed a motion
agreeing to tempofary partition with Home Rule, This
motion was seconded by 'O'Loughlin'. The voting was
seven for and eleven against. The resclution haturally
got great publicity and there were strong letters of
protest from all over Ireland in a few days. At this
time a ﬁeeting of Bishops was held in Maynooth. When
Most Rev.Dr,.O0'Dwyer arrived, he received a great ovation
from the_studénts preseﬁt. Cardinal Logue advised
prudence and referred to two speeches by Dr. O0'Dwyer as
imprudent. On June 23rd, 1916, a convention of the
Ulster division of the A.O0.H. was held in Belfast. 704
delegates attended and by a majofity of 210 they vbted.in

favour of the partition of Ulster. Conscription was

~then Being debated.in the British House of‘Commoﬂs and'

by the end of June the motion to impose it was withdrawn.

On June 30th the Irish Independent published the
Pollowing statement:- 'Sir Roger Casement found guilty

by jury as expected and awaits execution'.

The National Aid fund now amounted to £17,355 and
branches were being formed in all parts of Ireland and
the U.S. A. Martial law was still in existence and as
the Military Courts wére unable to try all the cases,
removable Magistrates were appointed to try some of the~
legss serious oﬁes. If they only knew the less serious
cases were in some districts the most serious, as good
determined men knew how to take care of themselves and
hold-thein tongues, The authorities could not find any

crim@ and only for the military and political case the

courts might have been emnpty,
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By the middle of June 1916 there were about 40,000
British troops in Ireland, although Germany were beating
them all over France, The French Government complained

about the nunber held in Ireland. There were rumours of

_troUble with Irish soldiers in France." They had received

some news of the Rising but did not Know exactly what had
happened and were anxious about their people at home,

For the purpose of preventing any further trouble that
might arise on account of the secrecy, Colonel Jameson
Davis of Wexford, who was well known in the early Volunteer
days, with the connivance of the Irish Parliamentary Party
and, of course, with the assistance of the British military,
dressed in the uniform of an Irish Volunteer Officer
travelled to the war area in France and conversed with
various Irish companies and battalions, and succeeded in
allaying their suspicions. This arrangement never came
before the National Committee, The whole affalr was kept
secfet and we only got to know of it when some men came
home on leave. | At the same time men at home who fought
for the freedom of their own country were being tried for
their lives and Larry Ginnell, M,P.,, was arrested in

London.

Sir J., Maxwell's report of the Rising which, of
course, was onesided, was published. = Colonel Moore had
now arranged for the signing of an appeal for a repriefe‘
for Sir Roger Casement. This attempt to save Casement
got good support. A-lapge_number signed but to no avail.

He was executed the first week of August.

By the end of July Dr. Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin,
wrote a strong letter to the daily papers stressing the
fact that Ireland was being lead to disaster (this

1eader$hip of course referred to the Irish Parliamentary

Party and the A,O,H )
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While prisoners were ﬁeing tried by courtmartial
or removable magistrates, others were being released.
The I.P.P. in the Hbuse of-Commons were being accused of
encouraging Sinn Féin by their political opponents.
John Dillon, in trying to defend the I.P.P.,, stated that
the I.Vs. were legal up to the date they prepared for
insurrection. How did he know the date they prepared for

insurrection? He was just doing a bit of white-washing,

By the lst August martial law was withdrawn, and

"a few new politicians appeared on the scene and attempted

to form a new organisation called the Natioﬁ League.

These people got no popular support but of course anything
new which would help England was welcome to some sections
of the community aﬁd they had no difficulty in getting
publicity; as the Independent and Freeman's Journal were
carrying on a wordy battle. The Indepenéent were out to
smash the Freeman's Journal (the I.P.P.organ) and the
easiest way to do that was to smash the I.P.P. who were
subsidising it. And so the Independent adopted for &

time the new Party, whilst the crowds in the streets were
shouting 'Up the Republic'. Recruiting meetings were
being held again; organised opposition was under way and
in many cases possession.was taken of the platforms.

There were numerous protests over the execution of Casement.
A large crowd qttended'the O'Donovan:Rossa memorial service
in Glasnevin. . Republican fiags were gelized by the police
from some girls. These fiags were rescued again by some
men but the three girls were arrested about the middle of
August, 1916. J. Jd. 0'Kelly, M.P., for Roscommon (my
native-plaée) was repor%ed to be seriously ill. Rory
O'Connor esked me to go down home and find out the feelings
of the peéple as cautiously as I could. The day I

arrived in Rooskey, a meeting was being held for the
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purpose of forming a Co-operative Society ﬁith the view

of purchasing agricultural machinery. I was_fortunate in
being able to meet these men so easiiy. ' Thej were all
anxioug for news of Dublin and elsewhere. It was easy

@o see how they felt about the executions and imprisohments.
I mentioned the possibility of an early election. The
unanimous pronouncements of ebout a dozen of these farmers
was "Give us a candidate and we will elect him." They
told me not to be nervous of trusting the people; that

they were behind the men who fought in Dublin,

I spent a week at home and in that time I was satis-
fied that a man with a name upon whom people could rely
would get at least two-thirds of the vote in an area of
over eight miles along the Shannon, and the same distance
inland. This seemed a tall story to bring back, but it
was true. Rory was cautious but determined, and he found
out from other districts, and from other peoﬁle, that my

information was correct genersally.

Joe McGuinness was a native of tﬁe area referred to,
and was very popular,. No one mentioned him then as a
candidate, as the pecple at that time wanted someone big.
There was & long interval betwsen this period and the
election and at no time would Sinn Féin consent to put
forward a candidate. They mentioned we could not win.
The people would not vote for a republicean candidate. Men
who had been out fighting had these same views. I remember
reminding them that they were not afraid to look down the
barrel of é British rifle and now they were afraid to meet

the people for whose freedom they had so gallantly fought,

By the end of August, 1916, the National Aid Fund
had reached £27,189.0.0, '

Early in September the first of the St. Enda's

schools in Oskley Road, then St. Ita's, but controlled by
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Pearse, was sold by auction, the lease having expired,
The property was purchased by the National Aid for the
Pearse family. Three trusteésrﬁerg appointed;-Miss
Gavan Duffy, Alfred McLoughlin, representing National
Aid, and hyseif, representing Mrs. Pearse (she asked me
specially to act.) I had known the Pearse family for a
good many years previously, al; of them pergonally, I am
glad to say. I had many talks with P.H. but therein lies

another story.

During this time there was no relaxation of
training, In Pembroke and Dundrum we had regular
parades. The Boys' Brigade in Dundrum were particularly

active. They had caught the military spirit and were

Jurning for knowledge. In 43, Parnell Squarg we had

rifle 1eésons every Sunday morning, These were
attended by men\ﬁho were lucky to escape arrest.
Recruiting meetings for the British Army were still
belng held at which theré were disturbances, but I saw
meetings completely ignored. The movable platforms
were there but the people were not. Of course, in
thickly popﬁlated areas tﬁey got a good sized crowd, but
recruiting had come to a standstill, The British press
were howling abuse at Ireland in order to have something
to write about and to keep the peoples mind off the
events in France, A paragraph appeared in the Irish
Independent stating that the men who were not arrested
were a menace to public society. This was éopied by
some of the London papers. Colonel Moorg, in October,

wrote to the press favouring conscription by an Irish

- Colonial Parliament. At the same time pﬁblic statements

- demanding further repressions and that Ireland covered

the heart and vitals of England were published.

. By the end of October the National Aid Fund

amounted to £41,445.0.0. A further appeal was made for
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more funds, and the list of casualties was given as:-

Executed - - - ="' - ~ 16
Killed in action - - - 51

There were good reasons for not giving the number wounded.

‘Early in November Sir John Maxwell was recalled
and Sir Bryan Mahon appointed in his place. ‘This move
was a weak attempt at reconciliation. The I.P.P.'knew
how unpopular Méxwell was and they advised a change
thinking they could stem the rising tide of Irish
patriotism. We heard these conversations at meetings in

L4y Parnell Square when they were seeking the views of the

people generally, but the change made no difference in

Ireland.  The British press were furious and the National
Aid Fund reéehed the figure of £58,000., I give these
figupes from time to time so as to make it clear that the

Irish people were becoming more and more sympathetic.

The Dublin correspondent of the London Times stated that
the political atmosphere in Dublin was making recruiting
impossible, and that there were still 161,289 fit men

available for service after making all deductiqns.'

For a considerable time there were reports coming
through about the ill-treatment of prisoners in jails and
camps in England. These étories were also arousing the

feelings of the people and the men of K Company were

~doing their part in this propagands.

At a bye-election in W.Cork the I.P.P. lost a seat

to an Independent candidate. There was no Republican

candidate.

In the first week of Jenuary, 1917, Colonel Moore
issued an order to Volunteers to cease drilling for one
week (Swedish Drill excepted) until the present situation

was considered. The reascon for the order was that Sir

Bryan Mahon was trying his hand at a peaceful settlement
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in Ireland. He had made a proposal to the I.P,P. that
"the Home Rule Bill would be put into operation and
conseription applied at the same time, The Colonel's

original proposal was conscription with Colonial Home Rule.

. The proposal now was Conscription with the Home Rule Bill

on the Statute Book for the whole of Ireland, but Carson
would not accept this, He had to have partition at any
cost, even to the extent of losing the war, I remember
we advised the Colonel at this time that he was going too
.far in committing the country to such a serious decision
without sufficient authority. He was at this time playing
around with Sir Bryan Mahon but we gtill had to‘reméin

.on the committee and protest whenever possible and, at

the same time, not give ourselves away. There were other
members of the committee working with us. These men

were from different parté of the country and myself and
Captain T.J.Cullen were the only members who were in daily
touch with Rory 0'Connor. At this period any attempt by
England to impose conscription would be met with serious
registance. Early in December the Dublin Corporation
appointed a Commission to vigiﬁ Frongoch Internment Camp.

The Reports coming through of the treatment of the Irish

- prisoners in the various British camps were very serious.

The men were very badly treated: they were starved: they
had no facilities for exercise and they were housed in an
0ld disused factory with no sanitary accommodation.
.Another new Party had nowISPrung up in Dublin, calling
themselves an Amnesty Association. The policy of these,
while pretending to be humane, was to try to get the
British Government out of the serious trouble whichx&as
developing in the prisons and camps in England. If they
succeeded in organising a popular deﬁand for the releaée
of the'prisonérs; England, of course, would agree on

guarantees
condition that the men signed/for their future good
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behaviour. The men, as a matter of prineiple, would
refuse this offer and British propaganda would play on this
refusal to the extent that if they releaéed thesé men
without any conditions they would start trouble all over

again.. We had previous experience of amnesty associations

.in Ireland and when prisoners were released conditionally

- they either lost their national outlook or were

re~-imprisoned, The National Aid Association was now the
most popular organisation in the country and the Ammesty
Association asked them to cooperate, but they got a poinfa
blank refusal, and the convention, as these people called
themeelves, we;s abandoned in conseguence. During a long
period we were pressing for aNational Volunteer Convention.
The main object of this Convention was to get control and
80 come into thé possession of the large funds which were
then being squandéred. The I1.P.P. supporters were afraid
to hold this Gonvenfion as they felt they woﬁld not get
sufficlent support to maintain their position, as a large
number of their political workers had joined the British
Army and the& were afraid to trust those who had not yet
joined up. So the proposal to hold the convention was

refused,

There were seven of us working secretly on the

- National Voiunteer Committee in the interests of the

Republican movement, One man, McClinchey of Derry,
resigned after the Rising of 1916.  He would not sit at a
table any longer with the members of the I.P,P,, but we
kept on doing the best we could to get in arms and
amminition and even while General Maxﬁell was here in
command of the British Forces, we were succeeding. The
I.,P.,P, and the A,0.H., at all times wanted the names of the
Volunteers as a suppori in the c&untry. When we put

forward the plea that if the Volunteers had no arms or

smmunition with which to practise, they would all disappear,
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In consequence of our persistent demands, a guantity of
rifles and ammunition was purchased and imported under
permit by the National Volunteer Conmittee. Some Wational

Volunteer of'ficers in the country districts had a small

fnumber of rifles and surrendered them after the Rising.

These rifles were also handed back to the people who

/
gurrendered them, There was no ammunition surrendered.
We got in a good supply of .22 bore rifles and ammunition

for practice: and so we continued training as usual.

‘We imported‘l,oop of .303 smmunitiontas soon as this
arrived 1 purchased'it. Christy Byrne of Wicklow had a
number of ,303 rifles and the men around Ashford were
anxigus for some ammunition, I engageé a taxi in Thomsoh's
garage driven by Joe Hyland (Jﬁe was afterwards Mic Collinié
official-dfiver). He drove Christy Byrne and myéelf to
the hotel in Ashford. The men were walting. The three
of us went in to the hotel and whén the ammunition was
safely removed myself and Joe started home for Dublin,

The journey both ways waé without incident. But when Joe
exémined his car on our arrival home he found one‘packet of
ammunition which the men had left in the car. This 1,000
rounds of ammunition was arfterwards included in the list of

ammunition in the Q. M.G's list (I.R.A.)

English diplomacy in Ireland was badly shaken at
this period and by the end of 1916 we ﬁere listening to
gecret threats of serious action by the British authorities.
They felt that théy had made a mistake in not executing the
whole of the rebels in Easter Week and, in that way, rid
the country of -the sedition now prevailing, Indeed, some
of their supporters in Dublin werse expressihg similar
opinions. But now they tried different methods and near
the end of December, 1916, 1t was-announced that all

interned prisoners would be released from the Engliish
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internment camps. On the 22nd December, 1916, James J.
O'Kelly, M.P. for North Roscommon died, (The National Aid

Fund figure now stood at £72,441.0.0).

During Christmas Week the Frongoch Camp internees
were released, In the first week of Janusary 191? a
reception meeting was held for the released men in the
ﬁansion House, Dublin, at which there was an enormous
attendance and an overflow meeting filled Dawson Street.
Later in the week a statement published from Trinity‘Collegg
referred to these released men as the 'Mansion House

Criminals.'

The British Government now announced a system of
compulsory tillage in Ireland. The food sitﬁation in the
country was good up to this, but the German submarineg were
ginking food ships and consequently a shortage of food in
England was being felt, The large farmers and‘ranchers
responded enthusiasticelly, Large tracté of land were
ploughed and even the deer-parks were clea;ed and made

available for tillage.

At a meeting of the R.D.8. it was decided to call on
Gounth;unkett to reé&gn Curatorship of the National Museum,
The voting beiné 236 for and 58 against, Count Plunkett
was a Papal Count and his photograph appeared in the préss
wearing his-Papal decorations. It was snnounced at the
same time that he would stand as & candidate for the vacancy
in North Roscommon c aused by the death of James J.0'Kelly,
M.P. for that constituency. An election address was issued.
The National Aid Fund was £81,900. The Sinn FP&in
organisation firmly refused to take part in the election,
They did all they possibly could to prevent Counﬁ Plunkett
going forward. But better counsels prevailed and if Dublin

took no part in this election, Father O'Flanagan would still

g0 on with it, Rory O'Connor and the people working with

him had different ideas from the Sinn Féin party. They



"

4

67.

found out in advance'ﬁhat the opinions of the people were

and as for the men whg were working with Rory 0'Connor,

or the committee which he had now formed in Fitzwilliam
Street, their wbrk was not politieal. It ﬁas part of
organising the new resurgence which was growing up in the
country. We were not politicians, although we were now well

initiated into the game of politics.

When men were released from camps and prisons in
England they were in no hurry to start reorganising. In
fact a number of them were greatly surprised that there was
any guch possibility 5ut, after a while, they fell into line

again and so the work went on.

The politicians were different from theAVolunteers.
They saw no hope of recovery on Repubiican lines. They
were preparing to go ﬁack to their o0ld volitical policy of
action. Pagsive resistance was their programme or, as Mr,
Pimm called it 1afer on in the year, Constitutional Sinn Féin,
The released men, who held republican views, and those of
them who were in favour of the principles of Easter Week,
had a difficult enough time. The passive resistance.
sentiments do not apply to all the ex-internees, but to their
political leaders. Men like Mick Collins and various others
who formed the Headguarters staff of the Irish Volunteers

at a ;ater period were different. They threw themselves

“into fhe reorganising of the new volunteers with vigour and

they found their task simple enough. ' They were without
jobs and were able to devote their whole time to reorganising
work. But their allowasnce from the National Aid funds

kept them in comfort for a period.

When the surrender took place in Easter Week 1t only
applied to the men carrying arms, and those who escaped and

those who had no opportunity of taking part in the fight

were preparing for a new war. Yes: they were already
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preparing whiie the British executioners were at work.in
Kilmainham Jail. This new war would not apply to Dublin
and a few scattered districts through the country, but to
the whole of Ireland. Here again, I must repeat Rory
O'Connor's words which he said on Tuesday, Easter Week:-
'Send them home. We shall want them again'.  But. the
politicians were troublesome. VThey did not countenance

another fight. .
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CHAPTER ¥

The Roscommon Election

This is not a history of the Roscommon election. It
is just the story of the part played in it by some of the men
of K Company. There was no organisation whatever, With
the exception of a small amount of money éiven to Father
O'Flanagan by a few friends to defray initial expenses, we
hed no funds with which to contest the seat. After a long
consultatioh with Rory O'Connor and I must say without any
instructions, only 'Do what you think is right'. I had no
previous experiencé of electioneering, but I knew the |
intrigues of the I.P.P. Captain T.J.Cullen had gone to
Boyle,'Co. Roscommon, -as advance ageﬁt for ﬁory O'Connor in
that area. I caught the late trgin.for Dromod St. on the
Saturday evening preceding the openiﬁg of the campaign on
the next day. The snow was very deep and when I arrived in
Rooskey late at night, I met a few forlorn sympathisers:
Flynn, the school-teacher, John O'Farrell andra few more.
They were not expeciing me or anyﬁody else for that matter.
They knew that they would get no assistance from Sinn Féin.
They 4id not waﬂt to leave the platform for the I.P.P. who,
along with an Independent candidate, were contesting the
election.

1 had never spoken in public prior to this occasion
but they insisted_thgt I should speak-éfter,First Mass the
next morning. The snow was now about one foot deep, but I
was on the spot as arranged. The local curate, Father Lavin,
was very cautious and was biding his time. He did not‘like
turning down the I.P.P. and he was anxious to be friendly
with both sides. Tom Smith, an I.P.P, M.P., was on the Bill
and, as he was going to Slatta Chapel to speak after last

Mass, he took the curate with him in his car. Arrangements
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we made so that I also could travel with him. The curate
introduced Smith after First Mass in Rooskey. He was
received in silence by the peorle. .I was not introduced
but when Smith had finished his speech I mounted the steps -
‘How would I start? What would I say?'. All the pecple
present were either friends or relations of my own. At
any rate, I got going and the peoplg told me afterwards that
I had said very strong things. Smith, who was listened to
in silence while he was spesking, started to interrupt.
Of course this interruption helped me., ' Later, when Smith
became aggressive, the men moved in his direction in a
threatening manner, There were just a few menmbers of the
local A, O, H. preéent but, as far as the election in this
district was concerned, the Count had won there that first
Sunday morning of the campeaign. When the time came to
start off for Slatta Chapel, the curate then told me that
Smith refused to take me in his car - I was becoming popularf
With my mother, my brother and a local man, we had

driven into Mass in Rooskey in a horse and trap, a distance

‘of two miles, and my mother insisted on walking home in the

deep snow s0 that I could drive to Slatta Chapel. When
we arrived about a mile from the chapel Smith's car was
stuck in the snow on the side of the road. The curate,
Fr, Levin, and himself had to walk the balance of the way.
Smith could have saved himself the journey for in this rural
district in the Kilglags Hills, in which Tom McDonagh's
father téﬁght school for a short time, he had only one
supporter and the reople would not allow him to spesk at all.
My meeting was over before he arrived and it was most
enthusiastic. With one excepfion, Count Plunkett got all
the votes in this district.

On this, the opening day of the Caﬁpaign, Pr,.0'Flanagan
and.LarPy Ginell addfessed meetings in Boyle and Elphin, and
their long tramp in,the deep snow, which made the roads

impassible, is still spoken of.
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In preparation.for the campaign the I;P.Pf'held their
éonvention in Boyle to select a candidate. belegates
from the A,0.H., in Tarmonbarr& ; these delegates were Joe
MéGuinness' neighbours - the adjoining parish to Robskey,

attended this convention in dele and without any

" authority they pfoposed Count Plunkett as a candidate,

This proposal was ruled out of order, as the Count was
not eligible, A large number of delegates, including
the men from Tarmonbarry, left the convention. These

men and their associétes‘at home formed themselves into

a committee and worked for Count Plunkett throughout the

campaign. The nominations took place on the 26th January
1917. :There'were three candidates nominatéd. ' On January
30th‘an appeal\For cars for polling day wes issued from
26 Upr.Fitzwilliam Street - Count Plunkett's home. A
locai friend.in Rooskey had a motor car and I made all
possible uée of %t. " In most places cars were unable to
tra§e1 as the sndw was too deep and it had drifted in
great heaps at several places, but, somehow, we managed
to get élong. \

The day‘befgbe the Count arrived in Roscommon wé

had a public meeting in Rooskey, at which Fr. O'Flanagan
{ : ' :

spoke.  During the progress of the meeting Mrs, Nugent

arrived in a car from Dromod station. Rory O'Connor had

sent her all the way ffrom Dublin with =a messagé tb the
ef}ect that Count Plunkett was travelling tc Carrick-on-
Shannon- on the following day and to notify Fr.O'Flanagaﬁ.
I was to‘megt the Count|at Dromod station. Mrs. Nugent
had only tiﬁe to cateh the evening train back to Dublin,.
Rory would not trust the\post or telegraphs in these daysﬁ
he refrained also from giving information to the press.
The Freemgn's Journal-ﬁas; as a matter of course, backing
the I.P.P. - The Independent would publish any news about

the Count if the Censor would allow them No news was

L
\
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better than censored news, Jasper Tully, the Independent
candidate, had his own paper, The Roscommon Herald, It

carried columns of vitriolic language against the Count but

.we had the largest newspaper ever printed in any part of

the world: we had the snow. For the greater part of the
campaign the children refused to go to school. They were
ﬁfinting a newspaper and posters, They were writing
slogans and patriotic poems in. the white sheets of pure snow.
: When the campaign opéned some Triends of Father
O0'Flanagan to0ld him that he coﬁld not -win the election as
he had only the women and children to help him - the women,
at that time, had no vote. He replied, 'All right: give

me the women and children and I will win the election'.

The children of Roscommon were his printers and press

correspondents and they d4did their work well, ‘At one
meeting he stated that 'from Curraghroe to Corriggeenroce,

and from Knockglasheenrto Cloghglasheén, we have lighted

.a flame that will spread all over. the whole of Ireland and

will never be extinguished.' I saw these words printed
in the snow in several places throughout the constituency.

I met Count Plunkett at Dromod station. . He was
accompanied by Miss Plunkett and Fr, Conlon,‘a brother of
Martin Conlon. They were the only occupants of the carriage.
I gave the Count a general_outline of what was happening
and how the campaign was progressing, I also impressed
upon him the certainty of victory. He was rather
bewildered as it was not easy‘to believe these statements

unless one saw for themselves,  He was soon to see. On

rour arrival in Carrick-on-Shannon there were enthusiastic

cerowds to greet him. After a short visit\to the hotel a

procegsion was formed and the peoﬁle marched across the

bridge into Co. Roscommon, where his first meeting was held,
The Count was now a new man in every movement and

gesture. He saw for himself the true feelings of the

population., Fr. O'Flanagan rade, I might say, his greatest
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speech that day in welcoming Count Plunkett to North
Rosconmon. This speech was never pﬁplished. The snow
was deep and'the weatﬁer was icy cold. He had been
speéking at meetings days and night, His lips were
broken and although the blood flowed freely from them, he
went on and on with his speech that day. The pebple were
electrified. Count Plunkett also made a great
impression on ﬁis listeners and when the meeting was over
he was more than satisfied as to the result of the election.
My own few words that day were to inform the peéple round

Carrick-on-Shannon how the campaign in Rooskey, Tarmonbarry

" and Kilglass was progressing and, of course, I had'é very

encouraging story to tell them, I was well aware that
when the news of the Rising reached these districts, that

men were gathered in groups and were saying that if they

‘had had any means of taking part in the Rising, they would

have done so. ' -
Count aﬁd Countess Plunkett, who had previously

been interned in Oxford, were released on the 30th .
January 1917. The Count arrived in Dublin on the 3lst
January 1917 and proceeded to Roscommon the following day.

A?tgr the meeting in Carrick~-on-Shannon, the Count
and his party went on to Boyle. This was the only real
stronghold of the opposition parties in the county. It

was an old British garrison town and, consequently,

-‘contained a good number of families receiving-aeparation'

allowances from the British Army. This type of
opposition was very rough: their methods were difficult

to overcome: they atiacked whwnever an opportunity

_presented itself: they tried to seize republican flags,

and so there were always disturbances in Bbyle. I was
not in Boyle duriﬁg thé election and am not in a position
to give a really accurate account of the events there,
but the tﬁo opposition can@idates-ﬁere noth natives of the

town. They were very popular with their own supporter,
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but they were fighting a losing battle.

The Count arrived in Roscommon on Thursday: he had
spoken in Boyle and Carrick-on-Shannon on the same night,
On the follow1ng day, Friday, he spoke in Elphin. On the

’I .

same night he addres?ed'a meeting in Stirokestown. This

was the 1ast_meeting’in the election campaign and the only

| opportunity he haad éf addressing the people. Polling day

f
!

was on Saturday and when people say that this was not a
Republican electicon, they say wrong{‘ ‘The principles of
the‘men of Easter Week were shouted from every-platfdrm.
From.the crowds jattending these meetings came the cries
of 'Up Dublin',/ Everywhere in the constituency thé
Republican flég ﬁés displayed.‘ During the lasf7week of
the campaign ﬁinn Féin began to wake up. Théy had |
reports of what was hapﬁening in the constituency.. The
Irish Inde?%;dent was publishing 1engthy reports of the -
enthusiasmfprevailing'there and now they started to flock
to Boyle and other districts so thét they could take some
credit for the victory which was making itself apparent
They filﬂed the hotels and ran up expenses without any
considemation as to who was to foot the bill. The Labour
Party ﬁere also anxious to be in on the victory but they
startéd earlier than the Sinn Féin Party. ° About ten
days lbefore the polling I had to return to Dublin for a
few dlays and Tom Lawlor, P.T.Daiy and some other members
of the Party called on me and asked me to lend them my
Forg delivery van for the purpose of travelling to
Roécommon to take part in the election in the interest of
QOunt Plunkett and move around freely. This was a tall
fequest and of course was not granted, but they got. there

and were in for the victory.

k)

The Count left Boyle for Elphin on Friday where =

- meeting was held, He was late in getting there as

everywhere along the road there were groups of people out
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to meet him and he had to say a few words to them. He
was due in Strokestown eafly in the evening for the final
rally. The I.P.P. had arranged a meeting for the same
day and place but they could-nqt get an audience, Their
speakers who intended to address the people kept marching
up and down the sguare, while a number of speakers held
the ' platform for the Count's meeting, The -town was
crowded desplte the cold and snow. . McCrann and Ryan and
Sharkey and a few more kept on addressing the people so as
not to give the I.P.P. men a chance.. I retired for a
short time with a young man, a local farmer, whom I had
not previously met, He talked ailot and told me all the .
local complaints. I said, 'You must get up and help us
to keep the meeting going unfil Couﬁt Plunkett arrives'.
He proteéted that he could not make a speech. I told him
to get up and tell the people all the things ﬁe had just
told mé. This young man, who was well kgown locally,
spoke for over an hour and held the crowd;  At last a
torchlight procession wés seen in the distance: the Counf
was conming,

The gathering was big for a country town and most
enthusiastic. Miss Plunkett got lost in the crowd and
some of the local women took poésession of her and she was
certainly wpll cared for, It was her first experience
of what resl Irish hospitality meant, and she enjoyed it.

On the morning of the polling in Rooskey; men were
vying with each other as to who would have the honour to
vote first for Count Plunkett. They were saying that they
had got no chance of shooting in Easter Week and now they
were going to‘fire their 'shot’. When the polling

opened we had no personating aéent, "Their papers had not

arrived. Mr. Gough, Solicitor, Elphin, wes election agent

for the Count. We were ungble to travel by car from

Rooskey to Elphin on account of snow drifts, and we did
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not know what had happened. I wired the County Sherifr
and early in the day he feplied that our personating agents
were to be admitted to the polling booth. The I.P.P's
agents and Tully's agents had their papers in order and

were admitted to the polling booth. Tully's agents

deserted him and agreed to act in Count Plunkett's interest

until our own agents were.admitted. When the telegram

from the sheriff arrived and our agents were allowed in,
Tully's agents left. Our 4$wo impersonating agents were
the two delegates who had attended the I.P.P. Convention
in Boyle and proposed Count Plunkett as the candidate.

Up to this time they were members of the A.0O.H. The A. O, H,
organiaation-in Tarmonbarry had a ha}l. At this hall on
the day of the polling the local voters met in a body.

They took out the A,0,H. flag and burned it and hoisted =a
new Republican flag and behind tﬁis they marched over four
miles in the deep snow to Rooskey to vote for the Republic.
They were joined by others on their way and they made an
impressive sight when they arrived-in Rooskey village.

Ireland was marching again, young and'old.

‘Our transport was_bad, but we succeeded in getting
every voter to the poll. Oid men-werg carried by young
men across fields and along laneways where cars awaited
them, A number of these o0ld men were members of the -
Fenian Movement,and was this a coincidence? They who
were unable to get away in the snows of '67 and now in
another heavy snowstorm were ab}e, as they themselves
described it, to strike a blow for freedom in their old
age. They were all my father's friends, who was also =
Fenian, and failed also owing to the snow to escape. My
father was dead 'and these conversations were sad ones,
but théy_were a living 1ink with the past. These old
Fenians wanted all the information about the fight in

Dublin and were very anxious about the future of the
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country. And, strange to say, they had little interest

in the war in PFrance.

Polling day passed off with few incidents.- There
were no rows of any description, Beer was scarce and
whiskey was almost impossible to obtain. When the voiing
finished and the boxes were sealed, the police took
possession of the ballot boxeé and took them on an outside
car to Strokestown, ‘A man named Byrne from Dolphin's Barn,
Dublin, who was a member of the Sinn Féin Party, came to
Rooskey village that day. O'Mﬁllane from Sligo (a brother
of Bridie and M.J.0'Mullane) was working with his Ford car
during the day in the Rooskey polling district. Saloon
carg in these days were few, and travelling in a car with
side screens was very uncomfo#tablé in cold weafher. But
we started off after the ballot boxes. They were precious
and we would not depend on the police for their safety.
Byrne travelled with us and/When we arrived in Strokestown
there were other parties W?%h ballot boxes on their way to
Boylé. As there were a gﬁmber of cars following these.
boxes we remained in Mcc?énns for some time and later we
started for Boyle, and q}iving through that famous snow
tunnel - this tunnel w&é on the road between Strokéstown
and Boyle.  The snbw had drifted on to the road and made
an enormous drift. The local men dug a tunnel through
this snow drift and made the road passable for traffic -
was very cold. . We arrived in the hotel both cold and
hungry. Dan McCarthy had'taken charge of arrangements
and when we entered the Commercial Room he got a tray with
a bottle of whiskey and & syphon of soda. He filled out
drinks and then shook’hgnds with the three of us. The
room was good and warm and we were soon very comfortable,
When we were about to retire for the night a young man

came into the room with an armful of bedeclothes, including

a mattress, and made up a bed. I enguired who he was and

t
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1 was introduced to Mick Collins for the first time,

I had heard of him previously, but had not met him.

But from that ﬁight and for many years afterwards we
were very good and confidential friends. Dr. Walsh

bf North Frederick Street was working with his car in
the election campaign in Count Plunkett's interest and-
I travelled back to Dublin with him on Sunday morning
after the polling. I was the 6n1y oﬁe. All other
workers remained over:-they were anxious to be present
when the result of the election was declared. We
carried the Republican flaé 8l1ll the ﬁay to the borders
of the city of Dublin and we could observe the reactions
of the people as we passed along. In Leitrim they were
great - the veople waved as we passed. In'portions of

North Longford, it was the same, but when we passed

.through the town of Longford we were ignored. In other

towns the people waved and, in plaées, the people ran
gfter the caf. Dr., Walsh stopped: the péopie were
anxiougjto_ the result of the election. When I arrived
homé in Dundrum the house ﬁas full with people. Mrs,
Pearse and Miss Margaret Pearse and several others were
there. They were terribly anxious and,'when I told

them that we had won and that we would have a majority

over the two candidates, Mrs. Pearse said that she

would be satisfied if Count Plunkett won by only one

vote., Even she found it difficult to believe that the
Irish people were right at heart: that they were not

West Britons.

This was the first and least expensive of the bye-
elections. In the polling district of Rooskey there
were no expenses incurred and the ohly help we got from
the election committee was O'Mullane's car for election
day; and this was voluntary. Ihe result of the poll

was announced in the evening ﬁapers ont Monday. Count .



L N

?9-

Plunkétt had = majorify of 627 votes-over the combined
vote of his two opponents, There was consternation in
the ranks of Sinn Féin over Count Plunkett's statement
that he would noﬁ go to Westminster when the result was

declared. None of the Republican Party expected that he

would go. We knew in advance that he would not and it

was not mentioned in any speech that he would. The péople
were asked to vote for.the principles of the men of Easter
Week and that was plain enough. Speaking at
Ballaghaderfeen, the Count stated that the Volunteers

would be recreated and constituted.

In a few days the Kilkenny Corporation éonferred
the Freedom of the City on the Count. - The Sinn Féin Party.
in Dublin were in favour of the Count attending the House
of Commons and tﬂey were protesting against his refusal
to attend. Rory O'Connor asked me to go down to Roscommon
again and find out whatit were the dpinions of the peaple in
connection with the Count's declaration that he would not
entep the British rarliament. T did go: I Waé told that
they did not vote for him to go to Westminster and that
if there was another election he would be returned by a

larger majority.

Neither the British Government nor the I.P.P. took

a serious view of the result of this election and it was
reported that the Irish Guards Band were coming to Ireland
on ‘a recruiting campaign., Colonel Moore announced at
this time that a convention of the Natioﬁal Volunteers
would be held on Easter Monday. In the middle of Febryary
1917 Lord Mayor Gallagher of Dublin was knighted by the
King of England. This was a compliment for the work he
had done for the British 4rmy in Easter Week 1916, In
the town of Yoﬁghal 20 rifles belonging to the National
Volunteers Wére seized by the British military. They

were'}ater returned and stored for safety in the Market
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House. They were removed from here by the Volunteers

and could not be traced. The National Aid Fund was now

£88,150.

After Easter Week 1916 Gaelic hurling and football
matches were banned by the British military, but now the
Association were arranging tournaments. The Bishops of
the different dioceses issued their Lenten Pastorals and
there was a clear divergence of'opinibn in their‘references

to Eagter Week, The Irish Guard's Band was announced for

" a recruiting meeting in Kilkenny, but their posters were

covered with Easter ¥Week literature, and in parts of the
country men were courtmartialled for buying rifles from
British soléiers. It is still February 1917 and whilst
some men were released from prisons and internment camps in
England, others were being arrested and imprisoned in |
Ireland without any charges being preferred against them._
30 men were arrested in Dublin and other parts of the

country including Sedn T. 0'Kelly and Sceilg.

A new Lord Mayor of Dublin (Larry 0'Neill) was
élécted and at this meeting of the Corporation Alderman Tom
Kelly opposed a vote of thanks to the oufgoing Lord Major
(8ir James Gallagher) on account of his attitude towards the
men of Easter Week and the hely which he gave to the | '
British military. Sedn T. 0'Kelly intended to propose

this motion but, as he was arrested the ﬁrevious night, he

could not do so. Myself and Captain Cullen wrote three

lengthy reports of our activities during Easter Week,
including our visits to the Mansion House. One of these
we gave to Rory O'Connor. He passed it on to Seédn T.
0'Kelly so |that he would have a full detailed account of
the Lord Mgyor's activities, But this document was seized,
as was alsq the second document. This second document we

had given to Hugh McNeill (a brother of Edin McNeill) for
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safe keeping. He intended placing it in the Corporation
safe but he was arrested before doing so. They nmust be

still in some archives, either at home or in England,

. Some men were now tried by courtmartial for singing .
seditious songs. The songs in thig charge were 'The
Green Flag' and 'The Soldier's Song’. The concert at
which these songs were sung was held‘at 41 Parnell Square,
and a third batch of prisoners were deportéd to England.
The press in England and in Ireland was stating that
conscription was about to be applied to Ireland - this
time without any conditions. Carson wouid, of’ course,
agree to this, Those of us who were menbers df the
National Committee of National Volunteers and who had
workéd in the Roscpmmon election for Count Plunkett were

now under the suspicions of the I,P.P. Captain Cullen

and myself were in an independent position. We were on

the Committee as.members of Colonel Moore's military
staff, and not representing any political section. We
therefore could not be accused of what they called
treachery. We continued our demands for a National
Volunteer Convention and we were successful in getfing in

more arms and ammunition.

When Count Piunkett arrived at the Broadstone
Station on his return from Roscommon, there were dense
crowds of péople there to meet him, and the enthusiasm
among men, women and children was unbounded. Somethiﬁg
new with which the people were deliéhted had- happened.
Republican flags in ﬁlenty were carried and the police

were helpless to interfere.

In the first wgek of March a concert and
reception for Count Plunkett was held in the Mansion
House, Dublin.  Again, the enthusiasm knew no bounds.

The Round Room and all the approaches were packed and
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thousands were unsble to gain admission. Some detectives
occupied seats, having gained early admission. When

some men of the Citizen Army recognised them, angry
scenes followed and demands were madé for their expulsion.
National Dublin had come to life again. British rule

was being defied everywhere and, at the same time, there
was no serious crime. The courts were empty only for

minor or political cases,
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CHAPTER VI

Re-organieing Volunteers and Political
. Work early in 1917,

The I.P.P. in the British House of Cominons were

now trying to save their faces. They were being

attacked and abused by every section of English

politicians and, thinking that they would regain some of

* their lost populariiy at home, they one day walked out

of the House of Commoné in‘a body. But they did not
return home to Ireland. They were back again in the
House in a few days and their agents at home were on the
British recruiting platformé as usual. They had become
'more British than the Brltlsn themselves',

The Press censorship was very sirict at’this reriod
but the few of us who were in touch with the I.P. P, and
their agents in 44 Parnell Square'were getting the true
facts. The English Army in France and‘elsewhere were
virtually on the run. These stories we woﬁld be told
in a most sympathetic way: often we were asked to quit
our foolish opposition to British interestis and enter
geriously into the work of ﬁhe Party, and that we would -,
find it a paying proposition.

The National Aid subscription (of which Captain
Cullen and Fred Allen were still Hon. Secs. ) amounfed.to
£100,000, and the men of K Company and my company in
Dundrum and also the Boys Brigade in Dundrum were
carrying on the good work.

These boys had a very good military training and
the difficulty was to keep them out, ¢of trouble with the
police,

In the early ﬁart of March 1917 the ceremony of
presenting Count Plunkett with the Freedom of Kilkenny

was marked by great rejoicing. There were large crowds
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of people'in the city and various public bodies took this
opportunity oFf presentinglthe Count wifh addresses of )
appreciation. Father O'Flanagan spoke at this ceremony
and received a great_ovation. The censored report of this
demonstration of publiec opinion was contained in a few
}ines. Russia was by this time out of the War and Germany
were able to transfer troops to the Western Front.

There was great fear in the minds of the British supporters
in this country: they knew that the situation was serious
and showed it in all their conversaﬁions. These were
amusing items to be reporting to Rory d‘Connor and other
republican leaders, At the same time, few people in
Ireland wanted to see the downfall of Englands 1if she

could leave us alone, we could be good friends, and we

were not, as we were commonly called, pro-German.  We
looked for no outside master'but we were grafefdl and.
friendly with any country which was prepared to give us
assistance in obtaining our freedom. But British
persecution went on as usual and ' at a court martial in

Cork P;J.Fleming was sentenced to 5 years penal servitude

for buying rifles from British soldiers and having

seditious literature,

The Freedom of fhe Borough of Sligo was conferred
on Count Plunkett. This was another great National
demonstration of public feeling. Arthur Griffith spdke
at this meeting and showed divergence of opinion to that

of the Count.

In the first week of April 1917 those of us who
were serving on the National Committee of the Natiohal
Volunteers were getting large space in the public press.
Principally}?he Independent. Whole columné ahd,in some
instances, several columns were published, We were

pressing -for a National Convention: we had been promised

that it would be held on Easter Monday, but this promise.
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as well as others was not kept and the Volunteer funds,
wﬁich were our aain objective, wer being squandered every
week. We gave presa interviews on severai occasiona and
anything wh;ch we said could not be aontradicted, but the
I.P.P. and the A.0.H. tried to justify their attitade‘in

refusing the convention.

One Mr. Rooney, a Parliamentary member. of the
Committee, wrote to the press defending the Party attitude

and asked them "Have you convinced yourselves that these

gentlemen are concerned only for the welfare of the

National Volunteers.'

Our stand was definitely for the welfare of the
Volunteera, but not for the Volunteers as Mr. Rooney or
the I.P. P, visualised them. The Convention was not held
and our agitation continued. We still hed the serious
threats of conacription hanging over‘us. Recruiting

meetlnga,at which there was continuous trodble were still

.belng held, and the members of the tottering Parliamentary

Party and A.O.H. were on these platforms beseeching
Irishmen to join the British Army and fight for Britain.
The men of K. Company were working hard to help to

counteract this anti-Irish campaign.

Count Plunkett now issued a circular explaining
the true situation in Ireland. This circular got full
publicity in the press, but later on, when men were
arrested and this document was found in their possession,
the military and police treated 1t as illegal literature:
although the censor had allowed it to be published in the

press, these men were sent to jail.

A Parliamentary vacancy now occurred in North

Longford. . d. Phllllps, M.P., died on the 3rd April 1917.

. The I.P.P. and the A.Q. H were 1n a desperate position
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politically and as a last straw they made an attempt to
capture the Gaelic Athletic Association as, owing to the

military ban on this association, activities were not as

strong as in normal times. Some members of the C.J.

Kickham Club in Dublin saw fit to find various faults with

the working of the G.A.A. These men were good members of
the A, O.H. The C.J.Kickham Club was one of the strongest

and most popular G.A. A, clubs in’Ireland and these men

'tried through connivance and propaganda to get control of

the organisation, but they forgot that they had men in
their ranks like the late Paddy Walsh and others and this
attempt failed hopelessly. Captain Cullen was not a
member of the G.A;A. but I was, and members of the A, O.H.

asked me for my help in this dirty effort.

It was very difficult in dealing with these
intrigues to keep one's temper, but orders were orders
and who were we not to obey. The National Volunteer

publicity continued in the press.

About the 6th or 7th April 1917 the U. S. A,
declared war on Germany. This entry by America in£o
the war on the side of England gave us a setback here in
Ireland,Aparticularly in rural Ireland. Many families
who had no friends or family connections in the British
Army would now find their sons or relations in the
American Army, and, néturally, their sympathy would be

with them. But as they were pro-German only to the

. extent that they were fighting England, they soon

discovered that they could still maintein their anti-
British outlook and were only concerned with the

progress of the Yénkees in France. The British military
had issued a prbclamation prohibiting procéssipns during
Easter Week. These were busy times during the first
week of Aprii. Work was actually tumbling on top of

work-that is, for those'of us who were willing to do it.
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The politicians were lazy enough and took things as they
came, In fact, some leading men were spending too much
time in hotel lounges and public bars and the easiest
place to find them if there was something of imporitance
to report for publicity'was downstairs in the Bodega:

or in the Lounge Room in the Bailey.

Joe McGuinness, who had fought in Easter Week and
who was imprisoned in England, was selected as Sinn Féin .

candidate for the North Longford constituency.

On Easter Monday wild scenes were witnessed in
Dublin, Cork and other populated distriets. Crowds
thronged the streéts. Republican flags were flying
again and, when the police interfered, the people beat

them off the streets. -

The Morning Post, in criticising the Government in
Ireland for what that paper considered carelessness,
stated that the Roscommon election was an eye-opener,

A bdgus circular, endeavouring to discredit Count
Plunkett, was posted to several peopie: the origin and

the author was soon irsced.

The National Aid Fund was now £107,069. - A
concert in aid of the funds was held in the Mansion House,
These functions were'taking on a national fisvour. All
the Irish songs and anti-British sketches were served up:
the men -from Frongoch were very much to the fore in these.
entertainments.... A general meeting of the National Aid

Fund was held at this time.

From the time that Captain T.d.Cullen and myself
were appointed to act on the committee of the National
Volunteers as members of Colonel Moore's military staff,

our objective was the importation of arms. We always
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tried_to.keep down expenses, in order that funds would be
~available for this purpose. The money, however, weas
be;ng squandered continually. A small weekly paper was
published at a cost of £25.0.0 per week for printing: this
money ﬁas'paid-to the Freeman's Journal and the editor of
the weekly paper,who was‘an employee of the Freeman's,
was paid a salary. Big fees were also pai& for articles.
This paper was just scissors and paste and had no
circulation worthy of the name, As our members on the
committee were too few, we were_unable to stop this waste,
but continued our efforts for a national convention. We
kept this agitetion going at every meeting, and when we
resorted to the pr;ss; the Independent was only too

anxious to help, and we availed of the opportunity.

1

Captain T.J.Cullen and Fred Allen for some time
prior to this had been in daiiy touch with Mick Collins.
Mick was working on the National Aid Committee and at
this early stage of his career he showed a keen interest '
in gaining control of the National Volunteers' property
and funds. We ako had Rory O'Conﬁor and other prpminent
Irish Volunteer officere working with us, so that all our
actions had a solid backing. We held a series of meetings
in the Mansion House. A number of the men who had been
in Frongoch attended in good numbers. EBEamonn Fleming
usually organised a good attendance at thege meetings.

We succeeded in getting some of the I.P.P. to attend what
we recognised as the convention. At this meeting there
were two motions which, if passed, would give us control
of the funds and propert&. The first motion was proposed
by Colonel HMoore and, after lengthy diécussion, the I.P.P.
saw that they were goiné to be defeated on arvote. They
appealed to Colonel Moore to modify his reéolution which
he did and this left us as we were, Captain T.J.Cullen

had a similar motion but when the modified resolution was
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passed, the chairman ruled Captain Cullen's proposal out
of order. Had the quonel persisted (as'he promised he

would) in his original resclution, we would have won on

- a vote, and the trustees, Canon A. Ryan and Mr. Governey

of Carlow, wouiﬂ have handed over the funds and property
to a new committee. And now we had to start all over

agein,

This time we were to havé a fusion of all

Volunteers. A National Convention would be called and

- the trustees would hand over the_funds‘and property to

their rightful owners, We knew this for certain but
the work had to be done in legal form, and we set out

once more to do it.

" On April the 19th 1917 the most important meeting
in the fight for freedom was held in the Mansion House,
Dublin, This was known as the Plunkett-Convention.

The amount of work which had to be done for a length of
time prior to the holding of this convention was enofmous.
Sinn Féin‘as an orgénisation had few branches 6utside

of Dublin City. But the A.0.H. were breaking up and

its ex-members were repudiating the organisation. Thelir
seqretaries wrote for permission to send delegates to

the Plunkett Convention. In L4 Parnell Square (the
National Volﬁntée; Headquarters) .we were able to get =
list of Volunteer Companies which had partially disbanded.
These compgnies were aléo invited to send delegates.

The members of the.I.R.B. who had joined the A, O.H. were
now able to bring the greater number of branches in their
districts into line with thé general break-away. A
number of public bodies applied for representation and,
consegquently, there was a great enthusiastic and
definitely intelligent meeting. Two of the principal

1

motions on the agenda were:- Representation at Westminster,

and the changing of the name of the Organisation from
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that of Sinn Féin to 'Republican Clubs'. Sinn Féin

demanded that the resolution dealing with the representa-

tion at Westminster should be decided at this convention.
(for some time before this meeting, serious trouble was
developing between Sinn Féin and the Republican Party).
This disturbance developed to such an extent that Count
Plunkett refused to send‘admission tickets to Arthur
Griffith and Sedn Milroy. But Fathef O0'Flanagan, who
was in Dublin, took two ticketis from the mentle piece at
Fitzwilliam Street and senf them to Griffith and Milroy.
When the item concerning the representation at Westminster
came up, a Sinn Féin delegate propéséd that Sinn Féin
M.Ps. should attend at Westminster. There was
pandemonium - for some time and it looked as if the
éonvention would break up in disorder.,  Father O'Flanagan
who was on the platform (but on account of restrictions
placed on him by his Bishop was not allowed to speak at
puplic meetings), stood up and explained his posifion.
He asked the meeting, 'Does this Convention want eighty~-

four Larry Ginells or eighty-four Count Plunketts'?,

~ This was the number of M. Ps., attending the British House

of Commons at the time and Larry Ginell was an ex-menmber

“of the I,P,P, and was now attending as a Sinn Féin

candidate. Pr. O'Flanagan asked the delegates to give

him 15 minutes with two of the Sinn Péin members and two

. delegates from the Republican Party, and that he would

settle the dispute. The convention agreed ‘to this
proposal and in less than the time asked for, they were

back on the platform with an agreement......No

-rcpresentation at Westminster. This decision was'given

a wonderful ovation and was unanimously accepted by ell

present,

Count Plunkett's motion for the changing of the.

name Sinn Féin to that of Republican Clubs was discussed
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at length. The Sinn Féin members objected to this
change and Count Plunkett was so satisfied with the
gsuccess of his first motion that hé withdrew the second
and agreed to carry on under the old name of Sinn Féin:
But now a new Sinp ¥Féin organisation was borﬁ with a new
constitution. The King, Lords, Gommpns and representation
at Westmingter was gone. A‘new provigsional committee
was appointed as Tollows:- Count Plﬁnkett, Fr. 0'Flanagan,
Arthur Griffith, Sedn Milroy, Jas. O'Mara, Cathal Brugha ,

Ald. Tom Kelly, William O'Brien and Countess Plunkett,

This was a very unfortunate selection and those

who were working hard in the Republican movement outside

knew nothiﬁg of the scenes which were taking place at

the committee meetings in 6 Harcourt Street. The old
Sinn‘Féinlmembers wanted their old policy of passive
resistance, and naturally Count Plunkett or Cathal Brugha
would not agree to this; but Fr. 0'Flanagan was a great |

peacemaker and the committee carried on, and the man -

" Rory O'Connor - who had done most of the organising work

for the convention never appveared on the scene, He

was slmost unknown.

The apathy towards the republic adopted by the
leaders of the Sinn Féin movement, after their release
from British internment camps and their veiled opposition
towards this movement, developed into what can be termed
open hostility at the Plunkett Conference and was

revealed at elections and public meetings afterwards,

While these men were interned, deported or

- imprisoned, as they were from time to time, the

republican propaganda progressed, but when they were
free they always tried as far .as possible to damp this
enthusiasm and, at times, with a large amount of success.

And, 1lest thé British should discover any signs sz
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discord, the republicans were éompelled to agree té a lot

of arrangements to which they were morally 6pposed..

Father O'Flanagan often told me that the members of the new
provisioﬁal Committee ﬁould never agree and that political
progréss internally was at a standstill. But witﬁ the
general public_progreas was taken for granted and the strong
man Behiﬁd the scenes, Rory 0'Connor, was as busy as ever

and the Volunteers were coming back to life.

These directly opposite opinioﬁs between two
parties working for the freedom of the country as a
supposedly united party had their sequel when the treaty
was signed in Loﬁdon and when the vote of ratification of
that treaty was taken in the National University
Bulldings, Dublin, on January 7th 1922, . That night 1 was
standing on fhe foot walk_at.Stephen's Green with a very
prominent reverend ecélesiastic when Arthur Griffith was
surrounded. and linked in_armé and was hurried along to some
hotel as a congquering hero by a number of the oldef members
of Sinn Féin. They had got their King, Lordé and Commons:

the comment of my reverend friend was caustic. He is

still alive, thank God, and doing well.

In tﬁe middle of April 1917 a gift sale in aid of
the National Aid Pund was held in the Mansion ﬁouse, Dublin.
Ihe saleslon the first day amounted to over £2,000. In
Cork City, Miss O'Donovan Rossa was fined £1.0.0 under the
Defence of the Realm Act. She’refused to pay the fine and

went fo jail for 14 days.

At a meeting of 5L officers of the National.
Yolunteefs held in Dublin Colonel Moore paid tribute to
the men of Easter Week. (There was only one Company of
National Volunteers at this time and they were the men who
formed the A.O.H.Coy. in the A.O.H.Hall, Parnell Square?).

But at the Plunkett Convention we had been able to induce
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a number of old officers to remain over for the officer's
meeting, The balance of the officers was made up from
our own companies: there were several officers present
who had beeﬁ released from Frongoch. A demand was

made for a National Convention. We were still trying

to get control of the funds. These funds were the
property of the Volunteers and weré being speﬁt for the
I.P.Ps.'political propagandh, but we could get no such

convention. One man who consistently attended all our

" meetings (except our Nat.Vol.committeermeetings) was

FBamonn Fleming and he was an Easter Week man. He was
sent by Sedn McDermott to blow up the embankment at
Portlaoighise when the Rising started. He worked with
us always from this time onwards. He was not known by
any of the I;P.P. members; but he was the connecting link

with the Irish Volunteers.

Count Plunkett made an announcemenf stating that
we must now turn to the Peace Conference and depend upon
our own resolve for liberty. At this time many
reports were current about attempts to settle the Iriéh

gquestion.

Republican flags were now flying all over Ireland,
and the police ﬁere active in pulling them dowﬁ. The
I.P.P. were still making a fight for their existence and
the A;O.H. had begun to suspend its members who had
joined Sinn Féin. .The revolt was spreading. The
Cluﬁs were going over in a body to the Sinn Féin movement,
John D. Nugent and Joe Devlin were known from this time

as the 'Great High Suspenders. '

A monster meeting in the Mansion House demanded
that Irish prisoners in British jails be treated as
prisoners of war. There were wild scenes at this

meeting and a determined demand was made for the
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removal of detectives who had gained admission. Some
Volunteers were about to remove them when the Lord Mayor,
Larry 0'Neil, intervened. Tﬁis was the occasion upon
which he referred to the Mansion House as 'My house'.
Large crowds were gathered around the Mansion House and
Dawson Street which was full. The British military were
called out but the meeting ended peacablé; The next day
the I.P.P. organ, The Freeman's Journal, asked for the

release of the prisoners, so as to stem the rising tide.

In the first week of June Count Plunkett refused to
address a Sinn Féin meeting in Cork City. This refusal
was in the interest of the advanced republican movemént.
Cork City was not coming into line as rapidly as'ofher
parts 6f the country, or was it that the people in charge

were just the old Sinn Féin type?

On the 9th June 1917 tﬁe deaths of Alderman Cotton,
i. P. for South County Dublin, and William Redmond, M.P. for
East Clare; were announced. There were then rumours of
disagreements in the Sinn Féin Committee in Harcourt
Street. These rumours were true as A.Griffith and Count
Plunkett were at loggerheads, and Sinn Féin did.ndt coptest

the byé-election in Sth. County Publin,



"

Chapter V1i.

Longford and Clafe Elections.

Longford: Election:

The Eongfor&.election to fill-tpe vacancy caused
by the death of Phillips was in full swing. For tWwo
weeks: we: worked hard in this campaign. I had a Ford car
and took it along. I carried many Republicans to and |
from Dublin. The Sinn Féin committee were in charge of
the’cémpaign'with Dan MacCarthy in control as Director
of Elections. (Dén was a great man to get work done).
When I was starting from Longford for my first meeting
. on a Sunday morning in Bornacoola with Mick Collins and
Eamon. Fleming, we received instructions to the effect
that the Republic: was not to be mentioned. This was a
- different campaign to that of Roscommorn When everyone was
free to say whatewver he Wished. Here: in Longford were
men who had fought in Easter Week or&ering,men who had also
fought in Easter Week not to mention'tﬁeaHepﬁblic.
Loﬁgford was: & difficult district. It was an old garrison
towﬁ; Thére were people}still living there who remembered
Grangé:processions being held in the town on the 1Z2th July.
Although the first battle in Ireland in 1798 was fogght
near- the town the;natibnal.spirit of the people was very
“poof. The: A.O0.H. had a‘gtrong grip: of the poeple
but after the Roscommon election £hey were changing generally .
On the Leitrim border the peéple Were very good., Eamon

Fleming was organiser for the northern portion of the
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constituency and he.did hisi work well.  There was an
A;0.H. hall beside Paddy Mchnna“s-homeain Drumlish,
(Hesﬁaa an I.P.P. candidate). The' members of this A.0.H.
branch were: for the most part young men. Eamon Fleming
converted them in a very short time to the Republican
fold, and when John D. Nugent and other A4,0.H. leaders
went to visit this hall they Were:réfused admission.

The boys had changed their opinions and were now advanced
Republicans. So it van be seen that very good headway -

was: being made in this area.

I had known- and worked with Eamon Fleming for
some time previously in Dublin, T also knew Mick
Collins: very well since the Roscommon election but this
was the first time we met in a thoroughly uﬁderstanding way.
Owing to the instructions which we had received from the
comnmittee, we: were able to express our ideas freely among
ourselves only, and Mick was no drﬁwing-room don.
From that'Suhday morning we: became: fast friends, and when
Mick got into & prominent position later anyone whom
he trusted'ﬁe.did so with his life. In fact, somelof us

‘considered him just a little bit too trusting. But

he: was: never let down,

’While.thezeiection campaign in Longford progressed
there were apparent signs of intefest.among the peopile.
The population had swelled td such an extent that men
and boys slept 1n'she&s - there was no accommocdation
for them in the town. Men apd women flocked into the town
from all parts of_the.dountry. The widows and relativés

of the executed leaders were there and, of course, received
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a lot of sympathy. Every voter on. the: register was

- canvassed. Some: of this canvassing did more harm than

" good. " Men from Dublin and some from Belfast knew

little of conditions in rural JFreland and often caused
trouble. in farming areas. Eamon Fleming, Mick Collins
and Harry Boland were doing good work among the young men
and, in some instances, among the:young‘ladies. This

work was mostly in Volunteer interests and had its

reflection ;nxthé:maghificent'fight put up by these boys

énd girls a few years later.

- The "Irish Independent' had their special reporter
in Longford during the whole election campéign. He
deserves a. special word of tribute. He has'passed away
long since;, but he was a great friend. Always when we
were starting for meetings heawould say "lMake a few notes
for me but don't let me down®. We never did. But most
of the publicity came from our own men who attended the
meetings. The women and children in two districts of the
town of Longford were very rough. There were also a
goodly number of joung men (roughs) who had not yet joihed
the British Army. The people here mentioned were in
receipt of Separation Allowances. Their husbands (mostly
tinkeré or-militia mep) were in the Britiéh Army .

These: people were the violent supporters of the I.P.P. and

the A.0.H.

On the Saturday evening before the polling
quite a number of M.P.s and members of the A,0.H. arrived
in Longford by rail. They were met at the station by a
crowd of their supporters, the:children carrying small

Union Jacks. There was nothing the I.P.P. could do about it.
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They had to march to the meeting place behind the Union '
Jack. A legal gentleman who was doing a lot of Sinn Féin
electioneering work manéged to get these small Union
Jacks in a local shop and he purcbased the whole stock.

The children were, of course, delighted when they got

them. The Sinn Eéin-gigcﬁion committee Wwere not
responsible, but the: I.F.P. d4id not know that.an&.they were:
VEery angry. But why should they? It was their-emblem.

They had deserted all others.

During the progress pf the election campaign
I was allotted the task-of dealing with the I.P.P's
aétions-in connection with the: Irish Volunteers iﬁ the
1916 Rising. ©On this evening when they Wefe holding
their big meeting in the centre of the town I was detailed
by the: Sinn Féin Blection Committee to go down to this
meeting and ask some guestions. I had a guard in case.
of attack and there were a number of Volunteers on duty
in Longford. Jonn Dillon was speaking when we: got down.

John T. Donovan, M.P., was on the platform when I

- suddenly asked: "Will Mr. Donovan admit that: John Redmond

sent & telegraﬁ early in Easter Week ordering him to call
out the Nationz2l Volunteers to fight side by sidg with the
British Army against the: Irish Volunteers?®., John T.
Donovan made no reply. A number: of men in the crowd

shouted "Then it's true™. The: party on the p&atform.

were taken by surprise: at this.unexpécxed interruption ,

and particularly as it came from me whom they knew well.
We got away without any trouble and wélked back to the

committee rooms without further incident.



The I.P.P. stated in.a short time afterwards that
my-statement won the election for Joe McGuinnesé ~"the
Sinn Féiﬁ candidéte, On. the day of polling there were
many unpleasant scenes. - Gur impefsonating agents were
badlly beaten. Dr. McHab told these men that if they
nad been living in Belfast they would not sleep happy at

week-ends unless they received similar- knocks.

I was in Dublin on the. eve. .of the poll and when
returning to Longford with some others the Evening Herald
was on sale. The paper contained a letter from the
Most Rev..Dr, Walsh, Archbiéhop.oﬂ.Dublin, stating that.
the: I,P.P. had sold the: country. - We: bought all of these:
newspapers which we: couid get and distributgdjthem grati§
in the town of‘Ebngford,that night. The E.P.P. were
calling us Visioner Rainbow chasers, pro-German and
dreamers, They predicted disastér‘for anyone:who-_

supported our-policy.

The atmosphere was tense on the sireets of
Longford the:morniqg of the: counting of votes. It was
pathetic to see the mothers, widows=and,orphaﬁs of the
executed men standing on. the: footpath oppositeftha
courthouse waiting to see how the people.had voted.
Had they voted for the Jgstification of tﬁe executions of
their sonézan&,husbands,....}._A_card'was pushed through
the window of the' courthouse.....YES..... Some: women fainted.
But immeddately a hand came through the: window ..... NO.{...
There was to be a recount. Some: smart A.O0.H., electioneering

agent had- changed & bundle of 50 votes cast in favour of

- Joe: MeGuinness on to the votes for the I.P.P. candidate.

- Phis was soon diseovered..... What joyf. The: majority was
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only 37 but we had won. The: mothers, widows and ..
orphans of the. 1916 leaders could now say that the
executed men were right: the people. of Roscommon and
Longford had said so. The: defeated I.P.P. candidate in
proﬁosing a vote of thanks to the sheriff said-ﬁhat:the
blaze étarted in Roscommon by Fr. O'Flanagan had dwindled
to a spark in Longford aﬁd:would be ¢qmplete1y

extinguished at. the next election..... But we shall see.

Reports were trickling in through a close
censorship that the Irish people in the U.S.A. were still'
with us and were causing frouble for England. Rev. Dr.
O'Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick, wrote a strong letter to the
press protesting against therinhuman treatment of Irish
prisoneré in English jails. This letter was suppressed
by the. censor- and anotheq-statement‘published in his owﬁ
words over Dr. O'Dwyer%s name. Dr. O"ﬁwyer protested .
but to no avail. The original letter and protest was

gublished‘an& circulated all over the country as‘a.bamphlet.

Whén men were arrested and this pamphlet found in their

possession, they were sent to jail for being in

possession of illegal documents..

Daily reports cdncerning the Longford election
appeared in the press. The A.0.H. now decided that they
would héve1to examine their'positioﬁ in the country.
Théir suspén&ion committee was busy suspending membears
and branches.all over Ireland. At this period what was
known as the: Irish convention was set ﬁp by the British
government with the connivance: of the I.P.P. It was
composed of‘men who were supposed to be representative of

Irish opinion. Sinn Fé&in and the Republican. Party
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repudiated this white-washing attempt to sfampede the

Irish people. It was only by a majority vote by Sinn

 Féin that they were not represented at this convehtion.

The English and Irish press gave it great publicity
but it ended in complete failure..

Polling day in Longford was May 9th 1917. A
special general meeting of the: Standing Committee of the

Trish National Volunteers was summoned for the 25th May

19%7. All members were urgently notified to attend.

After a lot of recrimations Colgnel Moore was asked to
remove me from his military staff. This he refused to
do. He stated that I had as much right to take part
in an eleqtion campaign as any other member of the
committee. But they had been ca%}e@ together for a
definite purpose. Stephen Hand propoééd and Joseph
Devlin, M.P. seconded that Capt.'ﬁaurence Nugent be

formally expelled from the committee of the National

. Volunteers for having assisted the Sinn F€in campaign

“in Longford. This motion was carried by a majority vote.

We knew in advance'that;tpis was going to happen,

and when i look back and around - that table I’sgy without
reserve that with the exception of our own men on the
committee, the: balance wereea;poof lot. We: were:

particulerly surprised at Joe Devlin's attitude.

Sbma.of the iﬁterviews.publishéd in the press were
not given by us. One interview Which appeared in the
'Ffish Times" angered him greatly. He:gomplaiﬁed to
Colonel Moore. The: Colonel assured him that we: had not
given the interview and Devlin later apo;ogised pefsonaliy;

We- thought at the time that there was some good in him.
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Early'inlJune an organising meeting for Sinn Féin

" was held in KilKenny City. At this meeting Arthur
Griffith was referred to as "President®. .He was
president of the old Sinn Féin organisation but now we had
a new one. The old members who were working on the.
committee were still trying to cling to their old. poliey,
and Kilkenny City was one spot-in Ireland where the

old Sinn Féin movement was partictlarly strong and where

they held on to their- old ideas.

Demands for the release of the prisoners from -
British jails were pouring ip frgm all parts of the land.
The: Freeman"s Journal, the I.P.P. corgan, was in faﬁour-
of their release but the Irish Independént was:undecided.
On June 12th a protest meeting égainst the treatment
of Irish prisoners in British jails, arranged to be held
in Beresford Placé, Dublin, was banned by the police. |
An attempt was made to hold the: meeting and great crowds
were present. The. police immediately set out to
arrest the speakers when they attempted to address the
people. Count Plunkett, Cathal Brugﬁa and four othefs
were arrested.. The:crowd attacked the police‘and
Ihspector Milis, D.M.P., was struck with & hurley stick
and died in the early hours of the morning. On the
- 16th June an announcement appeared in the press stating
that the Irish prisoners in British jailé were to bhe

released.: There were then 118 men in these jails.
The National Aid Fund now amounted to £117,8L0.

At this time there was considerable difficulty in

organising on acdéount of disagreements between Count
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Plunkett. and €athal Brugha on the one hand and Griffith
and Milroy on the other. When a meeting billed for
Limerick City was proclaimed by the police Count Plunkett
and Cathal Brugha were in jail and no one/had the

courage to go to Limerick to address the meeting.

At this;time also de Valera was unanimously selected as

Republiican candidate for East Clare. When parliamentary
vacancies occurred leNeill was usually mentioned as
candidate.  The: purpose: of this publicity was to try

to cause dissention in the republican ranks.

Press censorship was now relaxed and the papers were
publishing lengthy comments on the Irish situation .
generally. The 'Independent® expressed the hope that we
would have peace and quietness. The: Irish prisoners in

Britain were released and brought secretly to London.

‘For a time there was no news of them as far as the genéral

~ public: were concerned; but in a. short space of time the

press published full reports of their movements. They
were secretly smuggled out of London and excitement ran
high. The: report that the prisoners were marshalled on
the pier at Holyhead and marched on to the mail boat

by de- Valera and would arrive: in Dublin tne-following
morning-waé published.in the evening papefs- ~On the leh
June, J!Ql'?, the prisoners arrived at Westland Row station.
They were: taken to John O*Mahony%s Hotel in Gardiner's
Place. There: was great excitement among the greater
section of the population. Republican flags were carried
iﬁ street. parades. Cbunt'Plunkext and Cathal Brugha were
released without any charge being prdferred against.them.

The Republican flag was once again hoisted over'the G.P.0.
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The children broke loose from schools. All over the
cilty were wonderful signs of rejoicing. 'Young Ireland
was on the march'. The: writ for East Clare was issued

on the following day.

The men who entered the ruins of the Post Office
for the purpose of hoisting the Republican flag were
arrested by the police. They_were‘charged in £he
police court the Ffollowing day. Thg_Police Magistrate
(Mr. McInerney) refused information and stated that the
police tried to create a riot. Some of the officers

of the: D.M.P, were very officious. They knew that a

. number of the ordinary D.M.P. men were sympathetic towards

the Republicans, and that if trouble started that they
would have: to defend themselves if attacked. By every
means in their power the: Dublin Castle authorities tried

to cause conflicts between. the people and. the police.

June 1917 was a month of eéxcitement all‘over
Ireland. While this public excitement was at its height
there weré also serious things happening behind the
scenes. Negotiations were in progress for a length of
time as to the most diplomatic way to-amalgamate both
sections of the Volunteers, and at:the same time to get
possession of the fund and property. Captain'T.J; Cullen
and Fred Allen were engaged in these negotiations. The
serious disagreements between members of the new Sinn Féin
Committee were still evident. Nevefthelesg Sinn Féin
clubs were being established throughout the‘country.

Dan MacCarthy and Se&n Milroy had gone to Clére to take
charge of electioneering in that.constituency; A
statement was issued that‘Sinn Féin was a constitutional’
erganisation, Clashes occﬁrred in the city of Dublin,

occasioned by parties carrying or displaying Union Jacks
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and parties carrying republiican flags and Wearing
republican badges. A. peculiarity of the time: was that
while the City of Kilkenny conferred its freedom on
Countess Markieviez, the Kilkenny County Council elected
an I.P.P. man as Chairman. Cbuntess;mérkeivicz was not
released until two days after the other prisoners.

(She' was also & prisoner in Britain and when she: arrived

in Dublin the enthusiastic scenes were: repeated).

Clare: Election:

When de: Valera was nominated as candidate for
East Clare it was discovered that he: was not a member of

Sinn Féin. He never joined the old orgénisation

-and when the: new Sinn Féin organisation was formed

he: was in. prison. in England, and now in order to keep
£o>the:rules of political organisations.é special
meeting of the;OTRahilly Cumann. in Pembroke was called

at which he was elected a member.

The: following is the story.of my own personal
experiences only. meinatipns‘for-Clare:were:fixed for
July 2nd, 1917, and the polling was to take: place on
July 1iOth., On: July 3rd a party of workers started by
rail from Dublinm to Ennis. I was one: of the: party.

De: Valera and Eoin MeNeill were sitting side by side in
a.seattnear-the door: of the. corridor carriage.

When Countess Markeiviez entered she gave: vent to feelings
of indignation.- McNeill left the carriage and de )
Valera followed him on to the platform, took him back

to the train and he (de Valera) addressing-ever&one in the:

carriage said "There must be no recriminations®. From
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then.onwards peace prevailed. So many republican’flags
were displayed in .the procession:from Ennis station.

to the 0ld Gr9un& Hotel that it appeared to us who

were. marching at the rere as if the road was one great

blaze with the failing sunshine-on.the:orange'of the banners.
De: Valera gave & short address outéide:tﬁé hotel.

A deputation headed by T.V. Honan welcomed him to Clare

andi assured him of their active support. On Sunday

- morning meetings were held after all Masses in the

constituency. I was sent out with Martin Conlon to one

of these meetings, Again we were: cautioned to avoid

mention of the Hepublic.

The:fiyst.big meeting of the campaign was held
on this Sunday in Newmarket-on-Fergus. Great crowds
and several bands atteﬁded, During the course of his
address de Valera declared for-a-free and independeni
Republic. The audience were: electrified. The drums
sounded, the people: cheered iong and loud and it was a
considerable time: before he could resume: his speebh.
Constitutional Sinn Féin was finished for the: balance of the
campaign in Clare and speakers now found themselves fréé
to speak their minds. The: Sinn Féin menbefs of the:
election committee were very annoyed, but they were not
prepare@ to come to grips with de Valera, and if his action
was commented upon at. a committee which followed
the,publiczwere:not aware of any disagreement. And so
the;campaign continued with the greatest enthusiasm.
The press generally boycotted this meeting in Newmarket -~ On~-
Fergus, or perhaps the press censorship was not yet

sufficiently relaxed and the report of the meeting was not
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published.

During the course of the campaign a very sad
incident occurred. Mrs. Thos. McDonagh, widow of
Thomas McDonagh executed after Easter Week, was |
accidentally drowned while bathing at Skerrieé, Qb. Dublin.
Rory O"Connor, PFred Allen and Fr. Albert;gf Church‘St.,
Dublin, made arrangements for the funeral. The general
publicfshowed the greatest sympathy aﬁd;respect at the
funeral. Four thousapd.Volunteers.marché& in the

funeral procession.

The: town of Ennis was packed. out. Republican

leaders\from all over Ireland were there. On the

~Saturday before the polling J.K. O'Reilly (‘the man who

wrote: the: Green Flag) and myself were sent to ﬁimarick

to speak atjmeeﬁings on the following day. These
meetings were the grand rallies in'the-elecmion campaign.
On our: arrival we went to the committee rooms in William St.
Our: two names were ineluded in the: list of speakers for

the: next day. This list contained the names of Count

Plunkett, Arthur Griffith, Joe McDonagh, Larry Ginnell

and some: local men. Neither myself nor J.K. O"Reilly -

liked the idea of speaking from & public platform with this
company . We: were not platform speakers and we were |
iooking for some excuse for escape when Mick Collins
arrived. He also had been sent from Ennis but his name
was not on the list of speakers. Seén @_Murthuile was

one of the Limerick committee.. Mick: Collins and he were

‘not always: good friends. Mick gave vent to his feelings

as he alone knew how., I said that I would be able to fix
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the: omission. T took out my pen and crossed out my
name=and 1nserted that of HMick Collins. J.K. said
"Scratch out mine too', Mick left. the room.W1thout
speaking to, any member of the election committee,

This was his first big day on an election pla;form.
HiSzpreﬁious:speeches Were'made at after Mass meetings

on Sunday mornings. J.K. and'ﬁyself went out to Cratloe
to hear that famous priest and equally famous Irishman,
Fr. Wall, address a meeting there, and so we had a very

goo& day.

Back in Ennis for polling day: I gét the: job of
attending to the wants of the agents and personating
agentsaaﬁ:theacourthousegEnnis, (Diarmpid Lynch attended
to ther agents in the Town Hall)., I saw to It that the

men wanted for nothing during the: day. When the polling

.was: finished 'and the ballot boxes were: in from the

outlying districts, de Valera posted Volunteer guards

on the: ecurthouse and in other parts of the town.

The Volunteers in Ennis were then very young but very keen.
When the:posping of the guards was completed de Valera
returned to the hotel. I was stan&ing_with a number

of others in the hall when he. walked in.  Without
addressing anybody_in particular he said "I want a
quartermaster'for‘the nightﬂ;. (On account of my work
during the day I was called the Food Controller).. Sefn
O'*Duffy, of camogie fame, said "The Food Controller Will
do it%, Dev. said "Do you know your duties?“k I saia
I did. He just sai@,“Quartermaster:for>the night*.

He: passed down to the committee rooms. I followed him

andt told. him that. in order: to carry out my duties
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properlf'liwanted-him to do something for ne. He. asked
me. what it was I wanted done. - I told him that I
desired.thezﬁar-closed. ~ He asked me: Wherer it was.

I said “Just hereM. I‘opene&,thé door and walked in.

He: said "Now boys we are closing up® and to the barmaid
"Give: me the keys, Miss®. Every man in that bar

‘walké& oﬁt or was helped out. He,locked the door and
toock away the keys. It was well known that at this
period, and for a long time.afterwafds, gquite a number of
high-ranking politicians were drinking too much.

Their numbers were: small, but this failing meant
insecurity. The: great ma jority of republicans: were
sober- and a good many of the leaders were T.T.s.

Those: of them who were in Ennis had long since gone to
bed. The men who were in the bar that night and who
were ordered out, never forgave him. Helwas unconscious
of this and perhaps:nsvér knew it; but E knew and, of
course, I was to blame.: Late in the night I visited the
Commercial Room and discovered that a number of men were
very sick. It was no part?oﬂ my dufy to lock after then,
but;I?knew them all.  Paul Cusack who was all right,
appealed: to me: to do my best. to get something for the
sick men. The: staff in: the hoteil had not retired and I
persuaded the.barmaid.to get the: keys as the cash was still
in the bar. She succeeded and I got a quart bottle of
whiskey. When I returned to the: Commercial Room with the:
bottle ﬁnder my coat Paul Cusack shouted "Look at the big

bulge®,., . Paul was a very good boy.

Another incident occurred later in the night.
Some of the guards thought they had seen a light in the

courthouse and de Valera was called out. On investigation
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it was Qdiscovered that. the light was only the reflection

of z lamp from a distant farm house..

Béfore the counting of the votes finished next day,
when J.J. Walsh and: myself discovered that dé-Valera“s
ma jority was going to be big we: went to the Post Office
and wired our friends, with whom veshad made arrangements.
Qur telegrams got out befgre:thezpreés news, and later we
got the train back to Dublin. During the journey from
Ennis to Limerick T travelled with Tom Ash; I had known
him weil for many years previously in G.A.A. circles in
north Co. Dublin. He: visualised eventual. success in éur
fight for freedom, and when it came: his wish was that he
might be appointed Headmaster at. St. Endavs College,
Rathfarnham. |

During the first week of July Tom Barry and P. Hiééins
were on'hunger strike in Cork. _
The figures for the Clare election were Dev. 5010
7 " Lynch 2035
At a victory demonstration in Ballybunion on the’night of
the declaration of the poll, a young man was killed.
The jury found & verdict of murder agéins£ two R.I.C. men.

- ) at
At the end of 'June/a demonstration in Cork City to

celebrate the homecoming of the Irish prisoners from

British jails, the military were: called out and ordered to

~use their bayonets. Gne'ﬁan was killed and a large number

were injured.' Several of the police were injured,

including D.I. Swanzy. Union Jacks: were pulled down and

the jail was attacked. At a public enguiry later 1t was

found. that. the police-and separation allowance people

had caused the riots.
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CHAPTER VIill

Seizure of the Volunteer Hall, Uly Parnell
‘Square, and Further Activities.

About the middle of July 1917 P. O'Brien, M.P. for

) L )
Kilkenny City, died. This meant another bye-election.

Wild scenes of excitement marked the result of the
Clare election. The people were forgefting all earlier
trouble and let themselves go. All this time the men of
K.Coy. and other Volunteer Companies were working behind
the scenes., The I.P.f. and A.O.H. activities had still to
be counteracted. They were pot vet con#inced that they
were az beaten party. Larry Ginell announced at a
meeting in Mullingar that he had gquit Westminster. The
Kilkenny Peoplg newspaper was dismantled by the British
troops. -William Cosgrave was selected as Sinn Féin

candidate for Kilkenny City.

About the middle of the month the British military
closed & hall in North Frederick Street, Dublin. This
hall was owned by the A,0.H. American Alliance. ' These
men belonged to the Republican Party and had no connection
. with the A.O.H.Board of Erin who were linked with the I.P.7P.

‘The Headguarters of the American Alliance was in the U.S.A. +

On July 20th 1917 the Irish Independeni{ published a
news item under big headings: -

NATIONAL . VOLUNTEERS.
Dramatic developments.

'Hall seized by section of the Volunteers opposed to the
I.P,.P. The seizure of the Hall at L)) Parnell Square has
_aroused keen interest in Dublin and much speculation as to

future developments. The premises are held by strong

contingents day and night.'

The seizure of the hall was well planned. It was
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in cooperation with the Irish Volunteers Executive 'the_
Q. M. G., Irish Volunteers, was present. The Director of
Intelligence remained on duty with the guards for several
nights. The guards did not know who this man was. The

guards'were compriéed of men from the Dundrum, Sandyford

and DUblin City Companies. Each of the companies thought

that this man belonged to one of the other companies.

The reason for the seizure of the hall was on
asccount of our repeated demands for a convention. These
demﬁnds were always delayed, pontponed and eventually
refused- and the funds were still being squandered
The principal object behind the seizure was to call a
convention of our own and demand control of the funds and
property.

Having toured the country in the recent bye-elections
we knew from contact with the old Volunteers who had
fallen away that their old companies were prepared to send
delégates and back our attempt for legal control. We
knew that if we got the majority at a convention that.
Canon Arthur Ryan and Mr. Governey would hand over the
funds to the Volunteers whose property these funds were.
We had the Volunteer register and were preparing to send
nﬁt admission cards for a convention in the near future.

Negotiations for this purpose were all settled with the

 Irish Volunteer Executive, as also were the arrangements

for the reorganising of the Volunteers. Colonel MNoore
knew nothing of these arrangements.

After the occupatinn of L4l Parnell Square we had
to maintain a strong guard day and night. No funds
were available for this purpose and the arrangements'LE;ﬁi-
caused Captain T.J.Cullen and myself a lot of mOneX:;'f
We removed all books in connection with the organisanion
and we removed all arms and ammnnition to places of safety.

Hereynder is the list of rifles and ammunition removed:-

50 Rifles . 303
50 Rifles .22

Almost 250,000 Rnd. of .22 ammo,
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The .303 rifles were stored for the ﬁight in a stable on

the opposite side of the lane in which Liam Pedlar was

carrying on business. . These rifles were later placed in

the care of Cathal Brugha, The cases of small rifles and
ammunition were taken to my garage off Ely Place, and
later transferred to 22 Uppér Baggot Street and elsewhere.
Had we not seized the Hall, the British military would
have removed all arms and ammunition in the place. We
got the safe opened on the 28th July in the presence of
J.Bekersley, L.Nugent and Thos.d.Cullen and others. '
This safe contained cash (gold) £18.ld.0. Documents
relating to house including assignment and lease. Tofal
number of papers - 48: one gold Cup: various cancelled
CheQues aﬁd one cheque book. Among the seized documents
was the famous Devlin letter. We called a meeting of
Volunteers for the Mansion House on Sunday 5th August:
176 Companies were represented. A motion declaring
allegiance to the original objects of the Volunteers was
passed., A Committee was appointed to open negotiations

with the Volunteefs with a view to the reunion of the

- Porces, and to begin a general reorgahisation and

opening the organisation to all Irishmen willing to

pledge themselves to the original declaration. The

calling of this convention was for publicity purposes and

we got it. The arrangements as stated above had been
completed sometime previously, but now it was time to
make these arraﬁgements public, We had been continuously
preséinglfor the importation of arms; and this annoyed
Devlin, A letter was read marked 'Private’ - this letter
was found in the safe at L4 ?arnell Square, dated July 7th
1916 and signed Joseph Devlin:-

Copy. |

My deaf Rooney,

We do not want any arms in Ireland and- we
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will not have them, considering them a danger to the nation,
Instead of getting them in we want to get them out of the
country. When this is done, we ﬁill see what further

action shall be taken'.

Mr. Rooney was a solicitor and an enthusiastic
member of the I.P.P. He Was also a menber of the National

Volunteer Committee.

We got a lengthy report ofvthis convention in the
press - passed by censor. The repbrt served its purﬁose.
Correspondents writing to the provincial paperé wanted to
know where were the National Volunteers. They did not
know of any and, of course, there'wefe none. The Irish

Independent were challenged by the I.P.P. for publishing

.a letter marked 'Private', but the Editor defended his

action by stating that the letter had alreédy been read in
public to a large audience. He conseguently considered
himself justified in publishing it. Colonel Moore said
that he -did not know of tﬁe existence of this 1etter:until
it was read at the meeting. |

The élection campaign had now 6pened in Kilkenny.
It was deci@ed to make use of the 'Letter' for propaganda
pufposes. It had been read in the Manéion House on
SBunday and it was now sent on to Kilkenny to be read off
the platform by De Valera on the following day. At
Kilkenny De Valera, having read the letter, said that he |
understood that arrangements were being made for thé
merging of the Volunteers, and that he did not agree with

all of these arrangements. ‘He said that the Irish Vols.

o would not join the National Volunteers.but that the National

" Volunteers could join the Irish Volunteers, This statement

had a very detrimental effect on the reorganisation of

the Volunteers. The proposal to hold the convention had

‘ to be abandoned and the funds amounting to £5,000 slipped

. through our fingers as we had no legal chance of

recovering them. All we had left now ‘e . e
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of the o0ld organisation was the house which was held at
the expense of a few of us, but which was used by the
Irish Volunteer Organisation and the I.R.B. as their H.Q.

We were in the Hall on the Monday night and De Valera's

) statement in Kilkenny got great prominence in the press -

the Censor would not miss a good thing, Mick Collins,
who was then progfessing'in popularity, had his eye on
the Irish Volunteer Organisation and was furious. Being
a good Judge of what finance meant, he recognised what

it meant.to lose the funds. Aﬁyone who knew Mick
peréonally would have some idea of the things which he
said. I had seen him vexed at times,.but never as mad
as on this evening, The whole of the Irish Volunteer
Organisation were annoyed, but the damage was donme and we

had to ecarry on.

De Valers was not long enough béck from prison to
be fully informed as to all arrangements that were belng
arrived at in the Volunteers. 'Also, he found such
disunity in political circles that his time was fully
occupied in that direction and the pefson or persons who
gave him what must have been hélf truth information was or
were of the type who were so0 narrow-minded as‘to bellieve
that no Irishman, whoever he was or what he had done since
or before the Rising, was not to be trusfed unless he was
one of the Garrison of the G,P,0., or Boland's Mills or
of any of the other posts held by the Volunteers. It
does seem strange that De Valera made this statement
without fully acquaintiqg himself of the true facts but,
then, it must be remembered that all his speeches at that
time were impromptu and that, at times, he had no
hesitation aftér having spoken himself in getting up
again while another speaker was addressing a meeting and
stating_soﬁething which he had forgotten to mention in

his original speech.
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There were a large number of the old Volunteer
Organisation in many districts throughout the country
where no Irish Volunteer Organisation previously existed.
These men had long since started to organise the new
movement in their districts. They were working‘against
local aggression and British prdpaganda and now a number

of these men took De Valera's statementas an insult and

& good many of them never took part in any further

organising work. Consequently, it took over a year to
reorganise the Volunteers which, under the proposgd new
arrangements, would havé taken place in a few months.
Considering that Cathal Brugha waé a party to these
arrangements one would imagine that De Valera would have
consulted him. The men of K. Coy., .- - up to this were
acting as a G.H. Q. body . In order to put them on a
regular military basis, a meeting of the men was held in
4, Parnell Squére. T.J.Cullen was elected Captain.
Dick Mulcahy, Chief of Staff, pres@ded at this election{
We continued to act as a G.H.Q. Unit and proceeded with

our training at Ll Parnell Square.

The air-raids over London were very heavy during
thié_time. The Irish in the U.S.A. were backing the
Republican movement in Ireland. The Freeman's Journal
stated that the British military authorities in Ireland

were trying to force the Governmeht to impose conscription

‘as a means of dealing with the presenf unrest.

The members of the National Volunteers whom we had
evicted from L4 Pafnell Square were now writing to the
press asking for a convention. If they would come along
with us and bring their funds with them, they woulé be
doing a good day's work for the country but they had a
long road to travel before they learned their lesson.

A new British military order was published prohibiting

the wearing of uniforms or the carrying of arms. Severe
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restrictions were imposéd on the use of petrol. It
was only allowed to be used for cémmercial purposes.
No private cars were permitted to use peirol except for

electioneering,and the amount was exceedingly small.

A short time after the surrender in Easter Week,
but during the period that the National Aid was still in,
Exchequer Street, a British officer friend of Captain
T.J.Cullen, who was sympathetic to the Republican

movement, gave him a long list of names: there were no

 addresses, This 1list had been in the Intelligence

Department, Dublin Castle. °~ The I.Os. at the Castle
knew nothing of its meaning;_at least, they paid no |
attention to it. This happened to be-the old register
of the I,R.B, Captain T.J.Cullén gave it to Mick
Collins and from this list the new I, R, B, was formed.
Cathal Brugha refused to rejoin, as did De Valera after
his release fromlprison in 1919. Each)of these men
stated that there was no longer any necessityhfor a
secret society in Ireland. Another doéument which this
officer gave:to Captain T.J.Cullen was Thomas McDonogh‘s
speech from the dock. This was & genuine transcripf

of the speech. I knew Thomaé‘McDonogh personally in
St., Enda's and as a customer in my business, In private
life he gave no thought to public opinion. He wheeled
a perambulator accompanied by his wife along the footpaths
of Lower Baggot Street,lstephen's Green and into Grafton
Street, sometimes wearing kilts. And, if my shop were
fairly empty, he would come in with the pram for a little
chat whilg Mrs, McDonogh was giving her order to an

assistant,

Who, nowadays, can visualise what agony a family

man of this type must havé felt in making his speech‘

- from the dock or when fécing the firing sguad. Others
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of the executed men had family ties also, but I had not

the same opportunity of knowing them as I had of the

Pearse Brothers and Thomas McDonogh.

It may be asked why these documents were given to
Mick Collins at this early stage. He was only known to
the .small section with whom he had come in contact, but
he was the offiéial Secretapy of the National Aid
Association: a trusted friend of the Plunkett family and

6f Rory O'Connor. He was almost the only available

~enthusiast in the reorganising of the new army and he

was always at hand, There was never any trouble in

finding him at any tiie,. Another trait in his character

was that it did not matter about what one did in the

past - 'If you are prepared to do the right thing now,
you are.the man I want', It was this attitude which
raised him above susp}cious men in the estimation of the
men - of the new army. We knew he was ambitioﬁs, but he |

was a man of action and that was what mattered.

In the first week of August 1917 Seén McEntee
was arrested again and no charge was preferred but he

was kept in prison,

A letter trying td whitewash the Devlin letter
was published over the initials 'L.J.K,', stating that
a 'stand to' order was issued to the National Volunteers
two months after the date of Devlin's letter, No such

order was ever issued and L.J.K. knew this well.

In the British House of Commons guestions were
asked as to the connection between the National
Volunteers -and Sinn Féin, Mr. Duke, Chief Secretary
for Ireland, replied that there was no connection. It
was further stated that on August 8th lélu a permit was
granted to John O'Connor, M.P., to ship rifles from

Belgium to Ireland for the Volunteer Organisation but

4a
" 1
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without ammunition. Thistermit was signed 'F.D, Ackland

Q

of the Foreign Office.'

William Cosgrave,. the Sinn Féin candidate, was
elected for Kilkenny City by a majority of two to one.

A Sinn Féin victory meeting was announced to be held in

" Westmoreland Street, Dublin. This meeting was proclaimed

by the police but the meeting was held in James's Street.

Owing to our activities in the seizure at
LIy Parnell Square I was not in Kilkenny for the election.
But when the election was over a crux arose which made it
necesgsary for me to go there, Peter Deloughry, a garage
propriétor in Kilkenny and a promihent member of Sinn Féin,
supplied a large quanti;y of petroi during the campaign.
As he had no permit to do so, the amouht of petrol used
had to be made good or he would find himself in serious
trouble with the British authorities. Dan McCarth&,
Director of Elections, asked me to send my Ford van to
Kilkenny with a load of tins of petrol. My d&river,
T. Leonard, accompanied by Sedn Noonan, started on theif
journey, but soﬁe distance outside of Naas something went
wrong and the car was brought. back and put into a garage
in Naas, When they went to collect the van the next
morning they found an empty van: the petrcl had
disappeared. I had another visit from Dan McCarthy as
a result of this. At this time I‘had a commercial permit
for petrol and was not using nearly.the amount alloweg.
A surplus mounted up. I went to Preston's of Brunswick
Street and explained the position to a friendly assistant.
He told me that my permit entitled me to take delivery
of the petrol anywhere ip Ireland and that if I wentlto
Kilkenny and took delivery there he would send it by rail
in drums. This was arranged.- I travelled by train on

the day hefore the petrol was due in Kilkenny. I had
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known Peter Delougpery for a number of years. I was well
received by himself and a number of others when I arrived.
And now, during all these intervening years, people
expressed various opiﬂions as to the cause of De Valera's
popularity, but here is an example. When bedtime arfived
I was' taken by Peter Deloughery to the hotel and introduced
to the manageress. He explained my mission to Kilkenny.
She showed me to my room, '"Now', she said, 'you have
taken us out of a lot of trouble and, in conseguence, I am
‘giving you Mr. De_Valera‘s room'. 'Well, just'why this
room'? Willie Cosgrave'had juét been elected in Kilkenny
as the Sinh Féin candidate and all the prominent leaders

of the organisation occupied rooms: in the hotel during

thé progress of the.campaign. 'Why not one of their rooms
as a compliment’. But De Valera's room was phe only one
that counted. Similar instances occurred with others in

different parts of Ireland. De Valera was not looking for

. popularity: it was the people who made him a favourite,

K.Coy. were working day and night in organising,
policing and garrison work. My Company in Dundrum were
g8till carrying on their training under an ex-British
Sergeant-Major and the Boys' Brigade were most willing

students,

De Valera, speaking during the Kilkenny election,
was reported as having said that Devlin's letter showed
what the I.P.P. thought of the Volunteers. The country'
had‘now documentar& proof thét these men were out to sell
the Volunteers, He would like to know what Mr. Redmond
had to say abdut the £7,000 subscribed to him for the
puréhase of rifles for the Volunteers.

: . revolt
The A.O0.H{continued to spread. Their halls were

now being used by Sinn Féin c¢lubs and for - organising

Volunteer companies. The Freeman's Journal published an
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article stating that the I. P, P. had surprises in store
for those who thought it was done with, De Valera in

a speech stated that-the political war now being waged
was against the I.P.P. .The Sinn Féin paper 'Nationality',
dealing with the Freeman's article, stated that we had
not long to wait for these 'surprisgs':'for, on the
following morning, British military raided with
'exactness' every placewhere National Volunteers had arms
stored. Thus, Hr. Devlin's wishes were carried out

but, for a long time before these raids, the.National
Volunteers sawrto it that any arms in their possession

were well concealed,  So the raids were abortive,

Sixteen Cork prisoneré weré removed from fhe
Cork detention barracks to Cork jail for refusing to
submit to the treatment theyvveré receiving at the hands
of the military. A hunger strike started amoné'fhe
prisoners in Mount joy and all over the country men were
being arrested for taking part in drilling and the

organisation'of Volunteer Companies.

After the occupation qf L4y Parnell équare a guard
was maintained there day and night. This was costing
to0o nmuch in money snd meﬁ so the guard was gradually
reduced. ‘The caretaker, who.was living in the top of
the house, was a billiard-marker in the A, O,H Hall in
Parnell Sguare and, as he ha& a wife and family, we
allowed him to remain on when we took possession of -the

house, When we had reduced the day guard to only one

man, we made an agreement with this A.0.,H, billiard-

marker that he would act straight and in no way was he
to assist in the recapture of the hall, But on Monday

27th, when he was coming in for his dinner as usual, a

‘number of. men from the_A.O.H. Hall came with him,

including Stephen Hand. The men forced their way in

and seriously assaulted our man on duty (Charlie Shannon) .
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They broke-his_teeth and ejected him from the hall, He

reported the incident to us and that Monday night K. Coy.

“met in Penmbroke Street with some of the Volunteérs from

Dundrum and arranged for the recapture of the hall the
following night. The next ﬁorning (Tuesday), while some of
our men were making observations they saw some police in the
nouse with the A.O.H, men. This, however, did not deter
our determination to récapture'the hall. About LO of us
met in a house in Seville Place and marched in small bodies
by different roufes. We timed ourselveslto reach L4l,
Parnsll Square, at 3 a.m, = These arrangements worked
perfectly. Capteain T;J.Cullen was in chgrge: the main
body atfacked the rere of the house and myself and J.F.
0'Donnell were posted at the fronék We kept knocking

loudly at the hall-door but received no answer. Just .then,

two policemen on duty intervened but on the production of

two revolvers they changed their minds and looked on.

There were also police on duyty at the back of the hall,

These men were taken completely by surprise and when a few

arged men took charge of them for a short time they
pemained guiet and made no effort to interfere,. In about
ten minutes the front doof was opened. The Hall was
recaptured. The A.0.H, garrison inside‘were all well
arméd with revolvers but no shots were fired. The
garrison retired to the top of the house in an attempt 1o
escape over the roofs but they did not get time but were
captured disarméd and flung out. Next daf thé caretakér,
his family and his property left. John McCluskey, who
was a married man with a family and was adjutant of X, Coy.
and one of the original gafriéon-at hly Parnell Square, was
put in as caretéker - we will meet McCluskey later. We
were not interfered with again but the expense of main-
taining the garrison c&ntinued for some tiﬁe. One of our

men was injured accidently during the attack and two were

arrested on their way home, but were later released without
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any charge having been preferred against them.

On the evening foilowing ﬁhe recapture of the hall
I was talking to sdme of the boys ocutside when a police
inspector arrived and asked if he could speak to me
privately. He said he was not interfering in what he
considered a dispute between two political parties but;
as we had done our work surprisingly well.on the previous
night, we might now help him té get the A, O0.H. register
by raiding their hali. In this we would have the
connivance of the policé: none would he on duty in the
district. All he wanted was the Register and we could
helyp ouréelves to any political information which we
might require. He told me that the ﬁQlice were aware

that some of the young men of the D.M.P. and of the R.I.C.

"were members of the A.0.H, but they had no proof Without

the register and dare not attempt to get this themselves,
This piéce of police intrigue came to me as a great
surprise, I asked him to call next evening when Captain
T.J.Cullen would be there and we could discuss the

matter . further. We met on the following evening and he
again explained what he wanted done. We tol& him that
we would consider the matter and let him know but we had

no intention of carrying out this proposed raid.

Dick McKee was at this time O/C Dublin Brigade
and attended meetings in L&y Parnell Sguare almost every
night. When we told him this story he was very annoyed.
fle. said that the time had now passed when it was
necessary for Irish men to spy on each other but wé were

to keep this inspector on a string for a time.

Dick was by far too honest and trusting in his

opiniéns of his countrymen. .Wle sent a report of this

attempt at intrigue by the police to 6 Harcourt Street,

but it wés never published.
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At a meeting of the Dublin Corporation a motion
was passed deﬁanding tﬁe release of P.J.Fleming and |
P. O'EKeefe from Maryboro jail, P,J.Fleming was earlier
séntenced to five years penal servitude but he
immediately démanded ﬁo be treated as a prisoner of ﬁar.
His'fight in Marybofo against prison regulations is a
lengthy story in itself and is published in a book
entitled 'Maryboro and Mountjoy'. He is a brother to
the late Eamonn Fleming, who it will be remembered

worked with us in our campaign against the I.P.P. and

A, O0.H, and in the reorganising of the Volunteers.

Austin Stack was tried by courtmartial for
Wearing a uniform and for makiné seditious speeches,
He refused ﬁo recognise the court. He had been
afrested in Dublin by Detective‘Hoey and was sentenced

to 2 years imprisonment.

At the end of August Joe McDonogh was arrested

in Dublin,
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Hunger Strikes. Death of Tom Ashe. Conscription.
Sinn Féin Convention. Cavan Election.
Scarcity of Food. Volunteer Organising.

Recruiting meetings for the British Army
continued to bhe held all over the éountry, particularly
in Dublin City. - Disturbances and obstructions were
usual at these meetings. The rebrganising of the
Volunteers was, at’'the same time, in full swing. Cork,
was declared 'out-of bounds' to the American Army.

Free fights were taking place between them and the
British soldiers. The separation allowance people
backed‘the British and-the agent provocateur was working
hard in an effort to prove that these clashes occurred
between the Americans and the general population and —
so to discredit Irish popularity in the U, S. A. The

facts were that the Americans were well received by the

" Irish people while the British soldiers were ignored.

This caused jealousy and free fights followed as a

result,

British Courtsmartial were sitting every day:
in some cases prisoners were defended by counsel and

in others they refused to recognise the court. We had

. no settled programme in this direction so far. The

priscners decided themselves whether or not they would
recognise the court. Thomas Ashe was senténced to 12
months by courtmartial on the 11lth September 1917 for
a speech made in Ballinlea, He refused to recognise
the>court. J.Jd.Walsh was on the 17th Septenber
gsentenced to 12 months and the hunger strike continued

in Mountjoy;

At a meeting of the Dublin Corporation the Lord

Mayor protested against the arrests and sentences and,

in cases, imprisonment without trial, Near the end
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of the month we heard reports of serious trouble in
Mountjoy Jjail over a demand by republican prisoners té
be treated as prisoners of war. About HO republican
prisoners were in Mountjoy at that time and the reports

were that they were out of control and on hunger strike,

Day to day news of the hunger strike was published:

it was reported that forpible feeding was resorted to.

Great meetings of protest 00k place concerning the

treatment of these men, De Valera and Cathal Brugha

spoke at a huge demonstration in Smithfield.

On September 26th the press published the following
report: -

DEATH OF THOWAS ASHE IN MATER HOSPITAL,
at 30 past ten p.m. Tues.night 25th. 10. 1917.

He had been removed from Mountjoy prison by the
authorities when they saw that he was about to die: they
did not want the death to take place in the prison. |
The remainder of the prisoners were offered certain
concessions, but refused any privileges less than their
original demands.to be treated as prisoners of war. | So

the hunger strike went on,

Great meetings of'protest still were held all over,
Thomas Ashe's funeral procession from the Mater Hospital
to the Pro-Cathedral ﬁas enormous as was the procession
ﬁo‘the City Hall for the 1yiﬁg-in-stafe, where Volunteers
in uniform kept guard. Over 30,000 viewed the remaing
and all festivities were called off, The funeral of
Thomas Ashe was of very large dimensions. Voluntéers
marched in uniform and carried rifles with bayonets
fixed. The public houses were closed. The British

military were confined to -barracks and the police were

not to be seen on the streets, A firing party at the

graveside in Glasnevin fired the usual salﬁte, the Last
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Post was sounded and an oration was delivered by Mick
Collins as follows:-

"Nothing additional remains to be said. The
volleys which we have just heard is the only speech
which is proper to ﬁake over the grave of a dead
Fenian, " ' |

Most Reverend Dr.Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin, sent’

his carriage officially to the funeral. ~ The Fire Brigade
was also in attendance; in fact, everything possible in
the city took part-in the procession. But the I1.P.P,

and the A.0.H, ignored the whole proceedings. The police
courts were empty next day. The hunger strike continued
in Mountjoy witﬁ Austin Stack in charge.. ‘

An article in the Daily Mail deplored the fate

that prevented 200,000 or 300,000 young bloods who ma?ched
in the funeral procession from fighting in France.. The
Duke of Marlborough in earlier years also deplored the
fact that the Irish Brigade who were fighting for France
were not fighting .in the British Army.- Béin McNeill,
speaking at & meeting in Swinfofd, Co. Mayo, said he knew
that when the leaders went out in Easter Week they knew
that they weﬁt té the sacrifice. The 'Thomas Ashe

inquest opened on the 8th October and continued for about

three weeks. The verdict was a condemnation of the

British Government for his death,

. About the middle of October arrests took place at
Rathfarnham, Milltovm, Donnybrook and Rathmines, for
drilliﬁg and wearing scout and volunteer uniforms. The
men were all released later on except one man.

Near the mid&le of October Liam Mellows was

arregted in the United States and Doctor McCartan was

arrested in Halifax, These arrests took place for supposéd

anti-British activities.
What was known és the Irish Convention was still

sitting in a room in Trinity College and in the British
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House of Commons the Chief Secretary stated that there

were 200,000 Volunteers now drilling in Ireland. On the

"26th of the same month a Sinn Féin Convention opened in

the Mansion House in Dublin, There were 1,700 delegates

present. De Vglera was unanimously elected President,

A number of arrests took place in Cork, including

MacCurtain and MacSweeney. -

A Sinn Féin Food Committee was now in existence.
I was a member of this Committee. Circulars were sent
out to the various business concerns to conserve food.
There were now over 1l00.Volunteers in prison, tried and
untried, The Volunteers held manceuvres on the Dublin |
mbuntains; men from the City, Dundrum, Ticknock,
Clondalkin and Rathfarnham, took part. Defectiyes
followed the various marches, but no arrests were made.
Forty summonses were issued for lllegal drilling near
Crumlin some weeks previously. Thirty-seven of the
sﬁmmonses were served but there was no'atteﬁdénce in Court,
Warrants were issued for the arrest of the men, Drilling
and arrests and refusal to recognise the court, were now
a daily routine, The military asked law abiding citizens’

to hand in their arms but this was only in preparation for

the collection of thkse arms. An order was issued to

the Irish Volunteers to collect sporting or other arms in
their districts, which were not already in'their_possession.

K. Coy. made g very good collection of arms in their area,

The result of the election for the National

Executive of Sinn Fé€in was as.follows:-

President De Valera.

Vlce—Pre31dents. Arthur Griffith, Father O'Flanagan,
Count Plunkett.

Hon. Treasurers: W.T.Cosgrave and L. Ginnell,

Hon, Secs: . Austin Stack and Darrel Figgis.
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2y Members of the Council:

Eoih MacNeill Joe ilcDonagh
Cathal Brugha - Rev, M. Ryan
Doctor.Hayes ) Rev, C. Wall
Sedn Milroy Mrs. Tom Clarke
Countess Markievicz Digrmuid Lynch
Countess Plunkett . David Kent
- Pierce Beasley s. T. 0'Kelly
Joe McGuinness Dr., T. Dillon
Finan Lynch oo | Mrs. Joseph Plgnkett.
Harry Boland Seén MacBntee
Doctor Kathleen Lynn Ernest Blythe
J. J. Walsh | Michael Collins

This was a good working Committee as it gaﬁe about 20

members who could be relied upon as good republicans.

By the middle of November 22 prisoners on hunger
strike in Mount joy and Dundalk were released under the
Cat and Mouse Act. On the following day 30:more
prisoners were relbBased and nine sentenced to various
terms: the hunger strike continued in Mountjoy.
Twenty-one prisoners were released'from Dundalk and only °
one held - Ben O'Hickey. In a few days all prisoners

were released and there were demonstrations of welcome

and volunteer marches. The hunger stirike was on in

Maryboro' for some time and now the prisoners were

_released, including P.J.Fleming, who was sentenced for

five years. Mount joy was now empty of political or

volunteer prisoners,

A food campaign meeting was held in the Mansion
House. De Valera, Father O'Flanagen and Countess
Markievicz and Pierce McCann'spoke. The order was to
hold the food, The Sinn Féin Food Committeg was working

hard_in this campaign.
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New prisbn rules were now published stating that
prisoners would be treated as political prisoners in

future,

'Theré was now a generdl outcry against the export
of foodstﬁffs, but the British had their Food Controller
here. Sugar was the only item rationed but was almost
unobtainable. Pebple were using saccharines for
sweetening. The price of butter was fixed but not
rationed and—the fixing of the.price was for the purpose
of keeping down the price for Engllsh consumers. Cneese
was not allowed to be made, only from skim milk. We
sti1l had bread but did not know when it would run short,

and all round we were in a precarious positlon.

Now back to our companies, both in Dundrum and in

K. Company in the city. Intensive training was

-continued and'the companies- took part in all parades and

demonstrations in the County and City. In L4 Parnell
Square the.boys of K.Coy. were there every night, and we
started an Irish Class with Prionnsias 0'Sullivan as
teacher and we held céilidhes on various occasions, but

drilling and rifle practices were the principal work.

.We took part in organising in oﬁher districts and when

South Co. Dublin was being organised I took part in those
operations. The Dundrum Company was the first on the

list and prior to the organising meeting a number of us

met and decided to elect Liam Tannom Coy. Officer, I

was.about to remove into the City and, in consequence,

I refused to go forward for election. Liam was elected
unanimously and, with the number of young men from the
Boys' Brigade who were eligible, he had one of the best
trained companies.in Ireland, I also attended organising
meetings in Sandyford, Stillorgan and Brides Glen with
Commandanf 0'Connor and Liam Tannom, and said goodbye to

the Dundrum Boys and removed to 22 Upper Baggot Street,
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Dublin, but I was destined to meet them agaih before the

fight was over.

Mieck Collins was for a long period Secretary of
the National Aid Association and, in consequeéence, Captain
T.J.Cullen, who was one of the original Hon.Secs., was

free -to devote all his spare tiﬁe to Volunteer work.

When I moved from Dundrum to the City I Joined
up officially with the K.Coy. and was appointed Q.M. |
In all the crowded events during Easter Week and on to the
.end of the fight for freedom there was no mofe efficient
officer in Ireland than Captain T.J.Cullén.‘l He was in
daily touch with H.Q. and his advices were sought for
mosf critical decisions: in fact, he had his finger on the
nerve centre of the organisatién." When Collins was
elected Secretary Nétional Aid in Excheqguer Street, we
were- in daily touch with him and I can Safely say we knew
him as well as any other individual in Dublin, and perhaps
better. We were independent in all our actions and Mick,
while not always enjoying this attitude, alopted us as
friends ahd relied on our advice and recommendations. We

got to know him and his ambitions and at this early day

"in the Volunteer’movement we discovered that there were

two Mick Collins - the jolly, rollicking, friendly,
trustiné Mick and the ambitious Mick. But we remained
fast frien@s, although we were not 6n his H.Q.Councils,
but there was nothing happening in offipial'éircles of

which we were not. aware, and parties to various decisioms.

When the arrangements for the merging of both
sections of Volunteers were agreed on in July, the
decision was thathoe-d'Cbnnor was to get command of the
Dublin Brigade and Captain T.J.Cullen.was to be appointed
Commandant of the 3rd Battalion; Joseph O'Connor

refused to take‘cbmmand of the brigade, .so these
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arrangements fell through. Captain T.dJ.Cullen was
elected 0/C of K.Coy. and from now until the end of the

year our H,Q, was in W4} Parnell Sguare and we were acting

- as a H.Q.Coy: until the end of the fight for freedom the

Company took part in all.activities carried out by H.Q.
in the city. In fact, we were H.Q.Coy. and at all times
some of our menbers were in close contac£ with Mick
Collins asnd H.Q. and this applies to Captain T.J.Cullen

and myself.

By the middle of January, 1918, there were three
Kerry prisoners on hunger strike in Mountjoy who were being .
forcibly fed, and Austin Stack issued orders to Volunteers

to make the Prison System impossible,

An incident now occurred in Nenagh which I will
refer to later in this story. In a raid for arms by
three men an old man was accidentally shot, and two

brothers named O'Brien were charged with marder,

A Public Meeting was held in Beresford Place to
protest against the export of food. The food committee
wi;h Diarmuid Lynch as Secretary was very busy, and shops
in all districts were visited and census taken of the
amount of food in stock, Shops were advised and warned
not to sell food to strangers for export. When the
discussion arose about growing more wheat Mr., James
0'Rourke, who was a member, stated definiteiy that Irish

gqun wheat was not fit for grinding into flour.

Near the end of January a Parliamentary vacancy
occurred in South Armagh. Dr. MacCartan, who was then

in the U.S.A., was selected as Sinn Féin candidate.

I had a private car and I lent it to Austin Stack
with & driver for the election campaign. I wés in

Dundalk for the first Sunday morning meetings and Dan

McCarthy sent myself and J;K.O'Reilly out to an after
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Mass meeting to a district beyond Mullabaun.

This was a change from Roscommon, Longford and
Clare, In Longfofd we were attacked only by the roughs
of the town, but here in South Armﬁgh we were attacked
by the population generally. After Mass i.K.O'Reilly
started to address the pcople and immediately we were
sef on with stones and sods by men, women and children,:
in a truly wild mountain district, where people in Ireland
are noted as being friendly to strangers, but were it not
for one local man named McPartland, who interfered on our
behalf, we would héve recelived sefious injury. He
advised us to abandon the meeting which we did and glad
to get thé opportunity: theselwere all A.0.H., and were

instructed how to act.

Later a meetiﬁg was arranged for Silver Bridge and
when we were entering the village 'in the car, some
friendly people waved us on. No meeting could be held
there either. The A.O.H, would have none of us, and
this was Northern Ifeland, but the‘A.O.H. held sway,

and they treated us as Orangemen.,

The political position in the North at this time
was Orangemen versus Hibernian. Nationality or the

freedom of the country was not considered. It was not

© 80 bad everywhere. ' In Forkhill we were well received

and a family named Donnellan in Mullabaun were granh

people,

I went out one day éanvassing with Joe McGuinness,
Joe Dixon and Shaun O'Muirthuille. - Shaun was a bad.
canvasser: he was toc abrupt and if he met opposition
there was trouble immediately. So myself and Joe
MeGuinness took it easy'and what was the use anyway.
The school children would not even take our literature.

They were afraid. We had to leave leafleis on heaps of
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stones along the roadside, with a stone on top so that
they would not blow away and, in this way, the children
picked them up. At this period the A,O0.H. organisation
had the roots of partition planted deep in the ground and
had created a serious suspicion in the. minds of Northern

Nationalists of the Southern population,

An interesting item occurred during our yisits to
g, Tarmhouse. Joe Dixon and Shaun O'M. went into this
house, occupied by two brothers and a sister: they were
at their dinner, The two men hed been threshing oats in

a barn with flails and when myself and Joe lcGuinness saw

~the situation we entered the barn, took off our coats and

started threshing. We had previous experience of the use
of flails.. A row started in the house and our two friends
came out followed by the two farmerg who were badly
abusing them. One of the farmers returned to the hose
and the other came over to the barn, He enguired who we
were, He watched.us for some time before he spoke. I'
said, "It does ﬁot mattér about me bﬁt this is Joe
McGuinness, M.P. for Longford", and, then, in his Northern

accent - "What! A member of Parliament, threshing-in my

barn and knowing how to do it: it never happened in these

parts before". We were invited into the house and were
glad to partake of é good dihner of bacon and cabbage.
These people promised to véte for our man before we left
and took us to two adjoining housés where we were also
promised their support. A car was sent for them on the
day of polling and it was believed at any rate that they

voted for McCartan.

After our delay in this farmhouse we travelled on to
find our friends and discovered O'Muirthuille in a wordy
battle with an o0ld brother and sister - the lady was known

as Kate the Tailor. As we neared the parties the old man

quoted Columcille's prophecy and went into the house to



L N

w

E1 D

135-

bring it out to read guotations from it, in order to

prove to us that his opinions were correct. " But
O'Muirthuille's want of diplomacy and a bucket of water
from the old 1lady compelled us to make a hasty retreat and

we missed ihe prophecy and we were very sorry.

Irish Volunteers were drafted into Armagh from
various places and K. Coy. sent a-big contingent who -
rémained on duty during thg progress of the election,
Volunteer officers wore uniform: Harry Boland was in charge
and there were clasheé at times, but nothing serious
happened. I was called back to Dublin before the end of

the election.

The reason ﬁhy I had to return to Dublin was on
account of trouble which we encountered with the British
Food Conffoller and the police were nosing around. While
they 4did not attempt.any search it was likely to happen
at any time and all the small arms which ﬁe had removed
from Parnell Square were stored on the premlses. Mrs.
Nugent succeeded in having these arms removed to safety.
But Fhere were other itemé gsuch as buried petrol in drums

and Fome small arms ammﬁnition, the property of K.Coy.,

’ which had to be protected. We ﬁere not raided. The

I.P.P. had the satisfaction of winning a bye-election.
They considered that they were not yet beaten. I met
some of the'A.O.H. bosses in Armagh and they certainly
were vindictive on their own ground. Vlere it not for the
number of Volunteers on duty, the Sinn Féin party could
not héld any meetings or do any electioneering. Sinn

Féin lost the Armagh election, February Lth, 1938.

In the early part of February of 1918 Diarmuid
Lynch and some few men seized a number of pigs which were
being exported to England and had them slaughtered and

sent to Donnellys of Cork Street for curing. He was
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later arrested and sentenced to two months imprisonment and
a8 he was an American citizen he was deported. But the

Food Committee continued its activities with Phil MacMahon

as Secretary.

There were now fifty prisoners on hunger strike in
Mount joy and there were various protests and large bodies
of volunteers marched to the prisbn. .In a few days the

prisoners were released.

John Redmond died at this time. His death caused
a vacancy in Waterford which Sinn Féin contested and wére

defeated by 478 votes.

A number of men were arrested for drilling in North

_County‘DUblin and sentenced to 2 months in prison,

In March 1918 Eamonn Fleming was arrested in Athboy
for drilling and sentenced to six months and an attempt by
the local volunteers to rescue him failed, Larry Ginnell

was sentenced to six months in Mount joy..

In March a Parliamentary vacancy occﬁrred in Co.
Tyrone which Sheun HMilroy contesfed as a Sinn Féin
éandidate. He was defeated?%BO votes, A Parliamenfary
vacancy occurred in Offaly: at this time Dr. MacCartan was
the Sinn Féin candidate. A number of meetings were held
in the constituency but he was returned unopposed. The
I.P.P. knew that they had no chance of winning an election
in this constituency. On April 9th conscription for

Ireland was introduced in the British House of Conmons -

age limit 50 to 55 years, including clergy. The Irish

‘Parliamentary party fought this Bill in the House of Commons

and the only concession  they got was that the Bill would
not apply to the clergy. Excitement now ran high in

all parts of the country. The Bill was passed by the end

of April and the Parliamentary Party left the ﬁouse of
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Commons and returned home to Ireland,

John Dillon aﬁd others jsined with the Lord Mayor
of Dublin, De Valera and Arthur Grifrii:h, and formed a
protest committee, They went- to.Maynooth and met the
Bishops and so a united froni was shown to the British
Government. The Mansion House Committee remained in
existence for a considerable time.  They had cqntrol of
the funds and when the conscription threat passed, the

money was returned to the subscribers wherever possible,

Thé A. 0. H. organisation arranged for the signing of
the anti-Conscription Pledge and the taking of subscriptions
at their own halls, A circular was sent to the various
secretaries, advising them ito keép funds in their'possession

and not to pass them on to the Mansion House Committee.

They tried to explain away this attitude later when
challenged, but it went td prove that some of them were not

over enthusiastic in their fight against conscription.

On the 29th July the Parliamentary Party were back
agaiﬁ in the British House of Commons. An interesting item
in the fight against conscription was the closing of all

colleges, lay and clerical. The boys all went home,

The men of K.Coy. were on duty every night, training
and planning and charging grenades and distribﬁting them,
Every Sunday they marched to the o0ld castle ﬁear the
Hellfire Club for shooting practice and grenade practice!
for signalling and keeping lines of communication. On

occasions when we could be seen from the Phoenix Park, an

'aeroplane would be sent over to try and find out what we

were doing. We would see the plane leave the Park and
Captain Cullen would have the men so arranged when the
plane came over that she could not find us, and so we

carried on.
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fie expected the military would try and trap us
so Captain Cullen, on a particular Sunday, sent four men
with instructions to get to our usual training grdund from
the foﬁr directions and‘back the same waﬁ. One man
(Murphy, a Cork man, K.Coy. men want to know what happened
to him as they wish him well) was caught on the high rocad
near the Hellfire Club but he had no incriminating
documents and was released, and so we carried on our training

and escaped arrest,

In April Mick Collins was arrested for a speech he
made in Longford: he was charged and remanded on bail,
Kiernan of Granard signed the Bail Bonds, but Mick did not
appear in Court again. In a short time afterwards Koel
Lemass was remanded on bail and although he was ordered to
appear in Court, he refused, and M. Brooks and Tom

0'Connor had to pay the Bail Bonds.

While the conscription threa% was being fought by

the country in general and by the Mansion House Committee,
a Parliamentary vacancy occurred in Co. Cavan; . The

Parliamentary Party tried hard to arrange a truce and have
no contest: they wanted to retain the seat but Sinn Féin
would not agree, and Arthur Griffith was selected as Sinn
Féin candidate. On Sunday April 28th De Valera spoke in
Cavan, opening the Griffith campaign. On April 29th the
Parliamentary Party were home and again asked for a truce

in Cavan,

On April 30th Shorti was elected Chief Secretary for
Ireland. On May 8th th? British Government proposed to
pﬁt the Home Rule Bill into operation and then enforce
conscription but of course Carson would not agree and the

anti-conscription cry was'still heard all over ITreland.

On Friday May 17th the famous Germsn plot was

anmounced and most of the prominent Irish leaders were
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arrested and deporited to English prisons without trial.
Lord French was appointed Lord Lieutenant or Military
- Dictator, There was no truth whatever in this German
plot statement: it was merely an excuse fof arresting the
Sinn Féin leaders., The new Sinn Féin Committee elected at
the last Ard Feis were working at any rate in apparent
harmony and while De Valera‘was in the Chair this was
sure to continue and England wouid not be able to divide
and conquer and so what was published as a German plot
turned out to be_an Enélish plot and, as happened, it was

unsuccessful.

P. J. Fleming was arrested in this raid, and taken
to Maryboro to finish his five years sentence. His
operations there and later in Mountjoy are already

published. (See Maryboro and Mountjoy).

As there were always men ready to step into the
breach and it was from this period that Mick Colline
practically took control, both of the Irish Volunteers
and political party. Myself énd‘Captaiﬁ T. J. Cullen
were in Ll Parnell Sguare when he came in the evening
after he escaped arrest and told us the story of Shaun

McGarry's warm bed.

When Lord French was appointed Military Dictator
a new recrulting programme was put into operation with
Colonel Lynch, M.P,, as principal recruiting agent and the
threat now was that conscription would be enforced unless
a certain number of men Jjoined voluntarily. . So we had
a new British recruiting programme at which there was
plenty of trouble and few recruits. 'The Cavan election
cam@aign continued after the leaders were arrested and on
the following Sunday Father O'Flanagan drove over from

Roscommon and made a famous sbeech at a very large meeting.
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This speech was not published in the press but was
later printed. and circulated as a pamphlet. Father
O'Flanagan was suspended by his Bishop for speaking at'
this meeting: now he was. free to continue the campalgn.
All the ieaders were in prison and he was now free to take
their rlace. Reverend Dr. Padhraig Brown of Maynooth
also came to Cavan and took a leading part in the.campaign
and with two such stélwért workers the enthusiasm grew
and the issue was never in doubt. Reverend Dr., P, Browne
escaped the censure of his superiors as he had permission_

to speak in this_campaign.

I drove down to Cootehill in a car, We had to
smuggle it in by back roads dbut Shaun Farrelly, who
travelled with us, knew the way. ° Motor cars were not
allowed to work on the day of the polling without a permit
bht‘when the police started to stop the cars they found they
all had the same number I.R. 1916 and so nothing happenéd,

and Griffith was elected by a large majority, June 20th 1918.

This was the last of the bye-elections and why I
dwell so much on them is that as far ag we Volunteers who
took part in them were concerned, we were not acting as

politicians, but blazing the trail of.the new.Army.

The study of a map of Ireland published by An Toglac
August 15th, 1920, showing where military operations
occurred,will show that there were considérably more attacks
on the enemy in the districts where those bye-elections
were held than eisewhere, and so our work was not in vain.
When the men came to vote at the Roscommon election they
sald they were firing their shots and wasn't it preached
:from the platforms in those elections - sell your cow and

Ibuy a gun.
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CHAPTER X.
I.R.A. and Politicians. Anti-Conscription
Campaign. General Election. Extracts

from "An tCgldch®.

The Cavan Election with Griffith as Sinn Féin
candidate took place in May and June. Petrol

restrictions were still very severe and only small

- guantities were allowed for election purposes. I still

had my commercial allowance and took my car to Cavan.

This of course was illegal, but we got away with it.

During the course of this Election campaign, there
were certain rumours about the supposed indifferent |
attitude displayed by ﬁhe Volunteer organisation towards
the political organisatiqn and, in order to disprove this

suspicion, G.H.Q. decided to take action.

Larry Ginnell was doing a term of six months
imprisonment in Mountjoy, and it was known that, when his
term had expired, he would be deported to Englahd; so a
party of H.Q. Officers decided to rescue him as soon as
he emerged from Mount joy. The Police procedure in

similar cases was that the prisoner was released and

" allowed outside the gates, and then re-arrested. But on

this occasion L. Ginnell was pe;arrested inside and taken
away in the prison'van, and the Volunteer Officér§
waiting outside were deceived. When the Intelligence
service was tightened ﬁp later, an incident like.this

could not occur.

Some days prior to the attempted rescue,‘Dick

'Mulcahy, Chief of Staff, called to see me at 22 pppep

Baggot Street and told me the arrangements made up to

that point, and where Ginnell was to be taken. He was
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to be placed in a taxi; his destination was Terenure
College. The taxi could only be taken part of the way
and would I do the balance of the transport - of course

I would.

I kew éll these roads and by-roads perfectly, but
the Chief of Staff wanted a map of the roads I was to
take. I had a large scale map of South County Dublin
and, when he examined it, he was satisfied as to the
route to be taken. I arrénged with the "Bird" Flanagan
to allow me to put my car in his vard at Walkinstown in
the early hours of the morning arranged for the rescue.
As previously stated,_mbtors were not allowed on the
roads without a permit. Tom Leonard had my car in
Stillorgan and we arrived at Walkinstqwn in good time.

I wasrto join the taxi at the top of the Crumlin Road and
send it back to the city by a gifferent route, when we
contacted our own car. This would save the taxi driver
if questioned afterwards and we could have takeﬁ Larry
Ginnell safely to his destination, but he did not arrive;
he was still a prisoner. “We got £he car safely back to
Stillorgan and this ended what might haye been an

interesting episode.

When the conscription threat seemed to become a
reality, "K" Company were stil; training in Parnell
Square but, as we were a 3rd Battalion Company operating
on the South side of the City, our Company H.Q. was
transferrea to 6 Harcourt Street; but we continued our
training in L4 Parnell Sguare. "Reeruits were now
pouring in and these had to be trained, and in "K" Company
we got some of thé best-boys in Dublin'in"the Céunty.

Boys like Bird and Miller and various others, those boys
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could not get work enough every'night. They wanted
something dangerous to do. We had good supplies of
gglignite, and grenades had to ?? filled aﬁd taken to
places of safety. In Iy} Parnell Square it was usual to
see several -sticks of gelignite being cut with a wooden ° -
xnife and packed into grenades. We never had an accident.
When the decision to make grenades was taken, suitable
metal had to be found. My van drew large quantities of

this from Stillorgan; more than ever was used.

My place at 22 Upper Baggot Street was a small
arsenal, during these troubled times. Most of the stuff
was under cover, but not all of it as it was changing

hands from day to day.

The new men had to be trained to shoot and, in
consequence, they had to trével to the country. Captain
T.J., Cullen took charge of this as he was keen that every
man should be able to use a gun properly. On one of
these Sunday morning visits to Templeogue we had an
unfortunate accident, April 21st, 1918, James Gallagﬁer
(a brother of Frank Gallagher who was also a member of
HK" Company) was accidentally wounded-énd died'lafer in
the day. Jim Gallagher was a big loss, not alone to

"K® Company but to the Irish Volunteers geﬁerally. He

~was most exacting over training and it was this cost him

his life. A target got slightly displaced and it was
in the act of putting it straight that a bullet
accidentally went off. When we sympathised with his
father on his arrival in. Dublin from Cork for the )
funeral, he'jﬁét said, "He is the first casualty.in the
new fight fof freedom and please don't sympathise"; and

so the traiﬁing and rgcruiting.of the Irish Volunteers
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continued. . . )

In the determination to fight against the
impoéition of cqnscription, the 3rd Battalion took very
extensive measures. The area was divided into blocks
and’ these were to be defended by Volunteers living-ﬁithin
the blocks. A Commander was appointed for each block
and he got a list of all Volunteers in his command. He
was to make his oﬁn arrangements as to be best method of
defence. He was aware of the namesof the Commaﬁders in
ad joining blocks, so that there was a complete link up

of the whole area.

In this division of areas into blocks, Captain
T.J. Cullen played the principal part. Being an
archiﬁect, the matter came easier to him than to an
ordinary individual. The amount'of Wo:k he put into
this proposed operation was enormous and.exacting. It
occupied a large amount of his valuable time. Thé
Block Commanders met in }1 York Streep night after night
and were well instructed in the duties which they were
intended to.carry bﬁt.' As the men of "X" Company lived

in various districts, the greater portion of them were

-Block Commanders. I was living in 22 Upper Baggot

Street and had command of the Block - Upper Baggot
Street, St. Mary's Road, Northumberland Road and

Haddington Road. This was a big area and contained an

hospital, a nurses' home, the Catholic Qhurch and &
convent,

I made my survey of the area and interviewed all .
Volunteers living in the area, and instructed them how to
act. - Instructions in a general way had already been

given them at their usual Company parades. Part of the



lL"‘SI

campaign was:the signing of the anti-conséription pledge
and the taking of a defence fund outside all churches on

April 21st, 1918, Sunday morning, before or after Masses.

The ladies of Cﬁmann na mBan had these
arrangements in hands; Dr. Donnelly, Bishop of Canea
and Assistént Bishop for the Diocese: of Dublin and
Parish Priest of Haddingtoﬁ Road, was living in the
Presbytery on St. Mary's Road, and on the Friday night,
at 8 p.m., preceding the signing of the anti-conscriptfon
pledge and the collection éf funds, he summoned a meeting
of what he termed his principal parishoners, with a view
to preventing any signing of the pledge or taking of h

subseriptions in the precinets of the church.

T was not invited to the meeting, but about a
‘half an hour before the time arranged for the meeting I
was told the whole story, and a few minutes béfore the
time arranged I went round to the Presbytery. There
was confusion when I succeeded in gaining admission,
but in a few words I £old his Lordship that I was aware
of his intentions and that I was the Irish Volunteer
Commander of this area, and that, if the ﬁritish
insisted.on imposing conscription, we would fight; thét
no matter what decision he and his friends arrived at
that night, the arrangements already made for Suﬁday
_ morning would be carried out. I’ﬁalked out and in a
few minutes the gentlemen whom he summoned to the
meeting ;aft. There was no meeting held. It_was
We}l recogﬁised in Dublin that Dr., Donnelly was a great

" British imperialist and was in favour of conscription.

The collection at Haddington Road and the number

" of anti-conseription pledges signed was almost a record
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for the city, and got great publicity as the late Judge
0'Connor who was then Attorney-General for Ireland signed

the pledge and subscribed to the fund.

The arrangements to fight conscription had its

effegt on the British Government, and the menace passed.

"We of the Volunteers had to keep on the alert and it was

not until the end of the war in November that these

commands were abandoned.

On April 23rd, Labour declared a one-day strike
as a protest against conscription, and business of all
descriptions was completely suspended. The Post Offices
an@ Schools were closed. Had the British attempted to

impose conscription, there would have been great -

' slaughter as every man of military age would have fought

with whatever means he had at his disposal, and the

women would have made a good showing in the fight.

On July 3rd, 1918, Sinn Féin, Gaelic League,
Volunteers, Cumann na mBan and all public meetings were
prohibited, and L1 York Street was closed. The
Volunteers were using this hall to advan;age put this did

not stop their operations.

During portion of this month there was a 1ull in
political activities, but the Volunteer organisation was
working in full swing. A large number of recruits came
in during the conscription threat and they continued to
join up, and they had to be trained, so that these

opérations kept all the older men busy every night.

Now will & younger generation look up to the.
Dublin foothills and, in other parts of Ireland, to other

nhills and ask themselves why did our fathers and
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grandfathers tramp to those hills when the day's work was
done (and on Sundays when they could otherwise have
enjoved themselves) - in order to Begome well trained
soldiers. '.For'in the years 1917 and 1918 and 1919, we
of the Dublin Brigade made use of every opportunity to
fit ourselves for whatever was to comé and, when'it aid
come, the earlier training had its decided effect - in
efficiency, courage, discipline and loyalty to one
another, and in all this intensive training, "K' Company

never missed a parade,

Colonel Lynch was very determined in his
recruiting campaign and now the Volunﬁeers started to
ta%e a hand in counteracting ﬁis activities, HEH
Company had already been working in dppoéing the Colonel,
and at a. big meeting (recruiting) in James Street they
succeeded.. in getting the Colonel and other speakers
of f the platform and handing it over to Frank Gallagher.
These operations were carried out without disturbance
and made a very good impression on:these attending thé
meeting. | Similar affairs occurred in Portland Row and
in Kildare Place, and at other meetings, so that

recruiting became a farce, The threat of conscription

still prevailed, so that we had to continually keep on

the alert.
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In September and October the war in France was
going agains? the Germans, and it was apparent that it
could not last much lohger. A general election was
expected. Bob Brennan,'Dan McCarthy, Harry Boland and
Jameé O'Mara were working out details with Faﬁher
O'Flanagan. There was a large number of drums of peﬁrol
buried for some time; this was lifted and taken away to
my yard'at_22 Upper Baggot Streét‘and, when the polling
was .about to start, cars came from various parts of the

country for supplies.

After the Cavan election, Father O'Flanagan spent
most of his time in Dublin and lived with us in Baggot
Street for long periods. He was kept busy in 6 Harcourt
Street,’as he was then Senior Sinn Féin officer outside

the jails.

‘ The War in France ended on the 1lth Novrmber, 1918,
and on that day 6 Harcourt Street and the Mansion House
were attacked and damaged by British soldiers. They did
not get off lightly as the Irish Volunteers were on duty

and the soldiers got many hard knocks and were routed.

The Directors of Elections, Bob Brenaan and Dan
Mccérthy, were arrested and Harry Boland, James O'Mara,
Father d'Fianagan and members of the I.R.B. were free. |
Candidates were selected and “Father O'Flanagan travelled
all over Ireland attending conventions for their
ratification. It was often-amusing when he returned
from theée conventions and told us who were the candidates.
Most of them were strangers to the district for which they

were selected, Harry Boland, Roscommon, Skellig, Louth,

and so on. I attended one convention in Trim. Motor
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cars were still banned, but on a Sunday with Father
O'Flanagan, Miss Margaret Brown (now Mrs., S. HacEntee)
and Eamonn Duggan, ﬁhe proposed candidate, we set out in
the car and the order was, "Don't stop!" When ﬁe got
near Trim,rthe local Irish ﬁolunteers met us and took
possessibn of the car. We attended the meeting and
arrijgd home safely. The story of that famous general
election is well known. Father O'Flanagan travelled

all over Ireland in my car, a Ford, and on one day he
spoke at two meetings, one in Co. Antrim and one in Co.
Cork. It was still illegal to use the car, but he was
held up on ohe occasion only on the way to Enniskillen.
When the summons was sent on to Dublin for service,
Superlntendent McGarry, D.M.P., came to me and asked me
to try to keep him out of the way as he did not wak to.serve the
summons . There was no trouble in keeping him out of the
way for, when the elections were completed; he went into

Mrs. Ford's Nursing Home in Baggot Street for a rest.

On the night before polling day a grand rally Was
held in O'Connell Street, Mrs. Nugent engaged a 'brake!’
for herself and the family and arrived at Parnell Square
early. This brake was used as a platform frém which
Fr. O'Flanagan spoke. When he arrived, Mr. P.J. Little
was also 1n the brake and he asked Mrs. Nugent to
pre51de. But no presiding was necessary for, when the
crowd recognised Fr. O'Flanagan, the welcome was
indescribable. The gathering was enormous. A1l the
side streets were filled with good humoured people.

What a contrast to a few years previously when British
guns and incendiary bombs had reduced O!'Connell Street
to a mass of rubble; and the platform was only a few

yards from where Pearse surrendered in Easter Week.
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The people were marvellous, being completely defiant of
British rule. What a pity this spirit could not have

been maintained.

In this election there were 105 seais, of which the
Republicans got 73, and, outside of Ulster (six-countieé),
only-two seats went to the opposition, one being a
Unionist (Sir M. Dockrell) in Rathmines, and Captain
Redmbnd, I.P.P., Waterford. Ireland had ovefwhelmingly
declared for the Bepublié. But the British Government
were busy setting up new‘:epublics and dividing up vgrious
countries all over Europe. And all the promises that had

been made from the recruiting piatforms were ignored.

‘Thousands of Irishmen who had joined the British Army

were sent home and left to depend on their friends for
existence, And their famous recruiter, Colonel Lynch;
M.P. for Galway, was ignored by English soclety and

became a nonentity. One good thing happened, however.

The insidious influence of the A.0.H. was smashed in

southern Ireland. And so our years of fighting in
public and behind the scenes was not in vain. They were
not, however, completely banisheéd. They had up to this

filled most publie positionswith their own members and so

they were still key men. And as vacancies occurred,

they were in a position to fill them with their own
supporters, and in a few more years they were able to

come before the world as standard bearers of the Empire.

The contest in the 1918 election had many amusing

.incidents. Local men held meetings on their own

initiative; and some of the speeches, if they were
available, would certainly be worth recording. For

instance, at Rathangan, Co. Kildare, Alfie Sweeney said
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"Tf Czecho-Slovakia can have an Irish Republic,-why can't
we have one?": At a meeting in Co. Wexford the chairman,
in announcing the next speaker, said, "Now, my friends, I
want to introduce a man who fought and'died for Ireland -

Shaun Etchingham!". Shaun Etchingham often told me this

 story afterwards.

The passing of the conscription threat gave no rest
to the Volunteers. As was mentioned earlier, "K" Company
were on duty in Pembroke and elsewhere during ﬁhe
election. Now they had to turn their full attention to

the Mansion House. When the Volunteer Companies were

re-organised in Dublin each Company was allotted a

certain patrol area.
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CHAPTER XT.

Pembroke Election. Meeting of Ddil Hireann.
Re-opening of Armed Hostilities. |

A wonderful.amount of work was done in the
Pembroke Election, 1918, and splendid meetings were held
every night. A consistent canvas of every voter was
carried out throughout the district. Irish Volunteers
reported the result of their canvaé-nightly. Miss

Margaret Brown (now Mrs. Sedn McEntee) and Miss McHugh

(now Mrs. Ernest Blythe) had charge of the canvassing.

They worked in the committee room all day and up to late
hours at night. I was Director of Transport and I
engaged twelve cars from the Southern Garage. These

cars were owned by individuals and the Committee at

.6 Harcourt Street had a dispute with them over insurance

and would not employ them. I settled this matter with
the owners and had the cars insured with MacDonagh and

Boland's, including twelve ponies and traps. -Dr. Davitt

‘lent me his own two-seater car and driver for the day.

The county districts were finished early. In

 Sandyford and Ballyboden voting was complete at twelve

noon, and I was able to switch the cars'bver to Gavan
Duffy in the South County Dublin and to P.J. Little in

Rathmines.

There were two candidates in opposifion to Desmond
Fitzgerald, John Goéd, Unibnist, and 0'¥eill, the Irish
Parliamentary Party céndidate, and Fitzgerald had a
ma jority over the combinéd vote of his tﬁo opponents.

An interesting item in this electlon was that the absent

soldiers!' vote Shoﬁed a similar result. The soldiers
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were still in France and were not certain what was the
correct thing to do. Most of them having received their
papers, certified by their Commanding O0fficers, left the
voting space blank and posted the paper to their people
at home. They voted Fitzgerald and this caused much
surprise. I was present at this count. On the day of
the polling "K" Company were on protection duty outside
the polling ﬁobth and guarding the boxes at night. Joe
Hyland and his brother, Batty, drove their own cars in
the Dundrum area in this election. Thgre was no
necessity to show them'where to g0 as they were ngtives
and good workers as well, On the morning of the voting
I brought the twelve cars to Breen's Garage at

Donnybrook and they made a fine show.

I was a member of the 0'Rahilly Cumann in

‘Pembroke. This was a Parliamentary constituency at

this period. It included Dundrum and Sandyford. We
had difficulty in finding a'candiaate. Nearly all the
men in jail were selected. And James (Q'Mara and Harry
Boland, who were difectors of electibns. were not keen
on nominating any prominent men.: They believed that
they coﬁld not win such a Unionist.const;tuency. With
Alfred McLoughlin I had visited No. € Harcourt Street on
a few occasions without result. We éuddenly remembered
that Desmong Fitzgerald, who had resided in Sandyford,
was not yvet a candidate. And so he was selected and

elected.

I have given details of the subscriptions to the
National Aid Fund from its foundation. As well as the
relatives of the men executed and killed, compensation

was also paid to wounded men and to thoée people who
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were dismissed from their jobs, civil service or

otherwise. And the men who formed G.H.Q. of the I.R.A.

~and were giving all of their time to this work, were

able to live on the amouﬁt given them from the National
Aid until such time as there was sufficient mohey to

pay tﬁem from Volunteers funds. Later in 1919 when the
Ddil Eireann Funds were available, they were able to
carry on their whole time duties as an Army

organisgation. This, of course, was not as easy a
maﬁter as may sédem. Offices had to be occupied and
meetings held in different rooms from time to time, as
the British‘military and police were still raiding halls,
offices and private houses; so that our many and

dangerous papers had to be protected. They were

protected; they are now in the military archives.

In future years the coming generations may read of the
difficulties and hafdships under which the new Volunteer
organisation was moulded into a great fighting machine,
and built up as a strong, disciplined and most
courageous army. If at times this new army was ruthless,
was it not dealing with an enemy whose ruthlessness the ..
men of this army were only too familiar with?
Nevertheless when the war of independence was over, I
have yet to hear of any I.R.A. man who had taken revenge
on his enémies, no matter how much he may have suffered
from their wtter savagery during this war. And indeed

a few did suffer. .
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On January 21lst, 1919, Ddil Eireann held its

first meeting in the Mansion House, Dublin. "K' Company
were on official duty. This first meeting was very
interesting. There were thirty-two T.D's. in British

prisons out of seventy-three Republiqans, and now the
Hepublican Government were in session Iror the fiyst time.
Tne re-affirming or tne proclamation or the Republic in
Easter Week was easily dealt with. But when the
question of the oath to the Republic was discussed, there
were some objections. Sceilg objected but later in the
discussion wheﬁ he agreed, he stafed that, if he took the
cath, he would keep it.. Alderman Tom Kelly objected.

He was sitting in the back bench at the barrier and, when
the oath was being administered, he came outside the
barrier and thus avoided the taking of the oath. I was
standiﬁg beside him and I often wonder if any other
person witnessed that little incident. The first
meeting paésed'off quietly. ‘Now we had an Irish

Government, even if it were a "fugitive" government.

Meantime other things were happening. The
Volunteers were getting uneasy and in country districts
the police were giving a lot of trouble. The agent
proVocateur was at work again. Volunteers everywhere
were being arrested and imprisoned. They were beaten up
and their homes destroyed. And with the announcement of
the meeting of Ddil Eireann came the news of the atfack
on the police guard at Solohead Beg. Some of the police
were killed and gelignite was seized. The infant

Government how found itself at war with England.
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As heretofore stated, the war started in 1916 was
continually in operation, even if the use of arms had
been suspended. The Irish Volunteers were always active

and were at-all times preparing for the offensive which

" had now come in a very definite manner for, once the

shooting started, there was no étopping it. The
Volunteers had no intention of remaining passive all the
time. Most of the men in Ddil Eireann did not want
fighting; at least not yet. They were eager to await
the result of the Peace Conference and to depend on
passive resistance. But the men o? the Irish
Volunteers had no belief in either. Theylknew_bj this
time that there was onlf one way to real fréedom -

battle.

Earlier an attempt to rescue de Valera and others
from English jails was put into effect. Fr. O'Flanagan
and Mick Collins were working with Harry Boland on this
scheme. Part of the plan meant that de Valera, if he
got out, was to-have a new heavy overcoat. After a
long search, Coen of Athlone.found a 'model' for
measurement - John Cunningham of Ballindsloe.—l This man
came to Dublin and Harry Boland made the coat.
Cunningham stayed with us in Baggot Street on the night

before he crossed to Holyhead with the coat.

De Valera escaped on February 2nd and returned to
Dublin within a few days. On Marceh 6th Pierce McCann

died in Gloucester Prison.

This was still a very busy time for the
Volunteers. Guard duties, funeral marches and, of course,

training took up a considerable amount of their time.



LD

157.

The British Government announced the release of

all Irish prisoners in British jails.

Eamonn Fleﬁing was. released at this fime and was
not caught again, although he had many narrow escapes.
But being such an important man and knowing all the
secféts and inside information of the workings of the
movement, he had very special orders not to be caught.
This was not an easy thing to do, but he managed to keep
clear of pﬁblic places and displays. 4s a result of
this effort, the British spiés lost track of him. It
was in this way that most of the men who were directing
operations escaped detection. Eamonn had been very
busy publicly up to the finish of the.collection for the
Ddil Bireann Loan in 1919 but, when this Job was finighed,
he was in charge of the administration of tﬁese funds and
consequently, like a lot of others, he had to disapbear
from the public eye as far as parades and.meetings-were

concerned.
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CHAPTER XIT.

‘Seizure of Rifles at Collinstown.
De Valera's Home:coming.

Mountjoy Escape. Military Raids.
Armed Attacks by I.R.A.

Cathal Brugha Declares War.

When the Hall at L} Parﬁell Square was taken over
by the Volunteers in 1917, the Secretary to Colonel
Moore then was John Eckersley. He decided to relinquish
this position, for which he was being paid. He remained
on guard with us and took part in the many operations in
connection with the house. By this timé the British had
started work on Collinstown Aerodrome. Colonel Moore
was'again friendly disposed. He knew the Colonel in
chargé of the construction work at the Aerodrome, and
John Good was ‘the contractor. The contract was on a
time and material basis. A difficulty in booﬁ-keeping
arose, and Colonel Moore succeeded in 5etting Eckersley
a position in the office as bookQReeper. There was &
lot of unemploymeht in the city at this period. Mr.
Eckersley's two brothers-in-law were also appointed in
the capacity of time-keepers. )i Parnell Square was
used as an employment bureau for idie Volunteers. Vie
gave these men a note and ﬁhey were taken on immediately.
In fact, most of the men on the job were Irish
Volunteers. Eckersley and his two time-keepers were
members. of ‘"K' Company (Tony and Christy O'Malley).
But now a crux aroseq'- Before Eckersley took over the
position, the books were'in a very bad'conditioﬁ, and
Board of Wofks accounts are very complicated. He had

to have someone to help him in putting the books right
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and ‘completing the accumuléted accounts in a shorﬁ
space of time, or the job would have to close down.
Colonel Mqore came to me in Baggot Street one day in a
great fuss ﬁith this'news. Could I do anything? It
was now about lunch hour and Wyse-Power's of Henry
Street was about the best place to find responsible

Republicans at this hour. On my way there I met Joe

- McDonagh and Sean T. O'Kelly at the Bank of Ireland. I

expléined the poéitiqn and they sent me to Jack Cotter .
who had an office in South Wiiliam Street.  He héd.been
an Executive Officer in the British Civil Service and

had been dismissed for refusing to take the ocath of
allegiance. He had a strong objection £9'doing any work
for the British Government at this time but, on account

of the number of men who would be thrown out of work and
also considering who these men were, he agreed to help.

We got a taxi out to Collinstown and he was taken on.

He remained there until the arrears of work were completed
and then left what was a very good Job. ' When, thérefpre,
in March of 1919 the Volunteers captured & great numbery
of arms and ammunition at Collinstown Aerodrome, it was
the men of ™K"“ Compény who had made the way clear for the
operation. " On the Sunday following the seizure of these

rifles and ammunition, Fitzgerald, official transport

-officer for the Quartermaster Genéral, delivered a good

‘deal of the seized equipment with my delivery van.

When de Valera's home-comiﬁg was announced, the
Dublin Brigade were mobilised. All men were ordered to
carry arms. But, as it was expected that the British
military would attempt to prevent any demonstrafion of

welcome, these arrangements were cancelled. The
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Volunteers were ver§ disappointed. It was de Valera

himself cancelled these orders.

On March 9th, 1919, the escape of prisoners from
Mouhtqu Jail gave the British authorities in Ireland
another shock. P.J. Fleming was in charge of the escape.
He had been transferred from Maryborough and was now &
prisoner in Mountjoy. : About twenty minutes after the
escape, Liam Tannam, cne of the escaped men, came to us
in Baggot Street on a punctured bicycle. Plans were
earlier made for the accommodation of those who got away.
In a few days we had more of the escaped men, including
P.J. Fleming, Tom Malone and some others. It was now
necessary to have these men taken out of the city. A
clergyman friend of Fr. O'Flanagah was about to travel to
the U.S.A. and it was decided‘to send P.J., disguised as
a clerical student, with him. A high official in Dublin
Castle Waé'a party to this. I.R.B. Headquarters would

not allow him to travel in this garb, in spite of the

fact that his health was greatly impaired following his
fight in Maryboro' and Mountjoy prisons. Mrs. Nugent and
the clergyman friend then undertook to'take P.J. aﬁd
Kevin O'Higgins to Knockbeg College in Batty Hyland's car.
On their return they drove into Dublin Castle to see our
friend. There was consternation. Mick Collins' car in
the Castle Yard! Both Batty and Joe Hyland were then
recognised as Mick Collins!' official drivérs. Mick was
terribly annoyed, but he socon appreciated the humour of
the situation and also the safety of it. On ancther
morning Mick, with some other Headquarters Officers,_
assembled some more of the escaped prisoners at the rere

of 22 Upper Baggot Street and sent them off in cars to
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the éountry. | Upper Baggot Street. was selected as a
rendez-vous on account of‘its proximity to the Hospital
Where a large'numberrof cars would not cause suspicion.
on this particular occasion the cars containing the ex---.
prisoners joined in with a funeral which happened to be
leaving the Hospital at the time, and no notice was taken

of them as they drove through the city.

On.Ap;il 9th a Sinn Féin ArdﬂFheis was held in the
Mansion ﬁouse. Dublin. This was followed by a meeting
of Ddil Eireann next day. At 2all of these meetings
K" Company were on duty. On April 13%th .the Republican
dependants fund (néw controlled by Cumann na mBan) was
raided by the military at hh.Pafnell Square. The house
and furniture were damaged but tﬁe raiders found nothing
of value. On May lLth thé American Delegates, who had
been working in Paris with Sedn T. 0'Kelly in an effort
to have Ireland's case heard at the Peace Conference,
arrived in Dublin. Apartments were engaged for theﬁ in
Mrs. MeGarry's nouse in Fitzwilliam Street. And two
prominent members of the I.R.B. acted as waiters to the
Delegates and naturally reported ali itéms of interest Eo
the I.R.B. Headquarters. These Delegates, when
tfévelling around with de Valera and Fr. O'Flanag;n, were
ﬁndecided as to which was the most popular with the people.

And as Mick Collins, who was not getting the publicity

" which he felt he was entitled to, said he would soon show

them who was the most popular. + On the day of the\famous
reception of the delegates in the Mansion House, he
dressed in the uniform of an officer of the Irish
Volunteers and entered the Mansion House. In a short
time the militar&'came to arrest him,.but he‘was gone.

He had névertheless gained some of the popularity which

*
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- he was looking for. He was not yet satisfied, however.

FOr, on the following night Captain T.J. Cullen and
myself were called to 1l))) Brunswick Street (Pearse

‘S8treet), Headquarters of the 3rd Battalion. The

Co