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STATEMENT OF LIEUT.-COLONEL JOHN MAURICE MacCARTHY
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To a degree depending on his brarnch of historical
researcn, the historian recording his findings of cause
and effect in Irish politics of the years, 1913 to 1921,

 will seek to delineate the type and characteristics of
the individual men and women who played a part, great or
small, in the events of that periéd. Whether his
delineation be merely a éomposite picture, a
visualisation to be kept in the mind's eye as events and
motives are assessed, or a scientific classification in
some specialised study of the many and varied
personalities involved, no:.mere chronicle of purely
political or military matters will suffice as material

for such a picture or study.

It is with those considerations in mind that I
think it proper to preface this account with an outline

of my early years, associations and environment.

I am a native of the County of Limerick, where I
was born at Sycamore Lodge, Kilfinane, on 8th November,
1896. My father,‘who had been educated at The Monastery
School, Clondalkin, Dublin, with a view to a professional
career, eventually took over control of the family's
commercial interests, a wholesale, retail and
distributing business in Kiifinane, and alsc developed
my birthplace into a well-known stud farm, the Sycamore
Lodge Stud. In politics he was a Nationalist but

opposed to the Irish Parliaﬁentary Party, being an
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adherent of William O'Brﬂen. As such he was closely
associated with T. Westr&pp Bennett (later to become
Chairman of the Senate) who usually was the O'Brienite
candidate opposiné‘the Irish Party nominee at
Parliamentary elections in Easﬁ Limerick, As will later
appear, the existence of this sub-division of nationalist
opinion was not without iﬁfluence in the subsequenf
developments within the Irish Volunteer organiéation, not
alone in.County Limerick but esPecially in Cork, Kerry
and Tipperary ﬁhenathe,O'Brienite‘nationalists had their
principal strongholds. This, however, was all in the
future, but accounts for my elaboration of what might

otherwise seem unimportant.

In the meanwhile, Bennett, as standard-bearer for
the O'Brienite Nationalists, usually gave the Ifish Party
candidate a close contest‘for the East Limerick seat, but
generally the Redmondite machinery of the United Irish
Lgague and the Ancient Order of Hibernians organisationé
were supreme in the constituency. This. was definitely
so in the Kilfinane area where the 0!'Brienite supporters,
though fairly numerous, were clearly in a minority. So
much was this the case that with pafty feeling running
high, as it was apt to do at election times, opposition
to the Irish Parliamentary Partf could be very harmful toi
a business man. In my father's case this certainly
would have been the effect were it not that his minority
political views were offset by his fairly large
employment and generous treatment of labour.and his
sporting associations. Ty?se includeg patronage of a
notable hurliing team with mény claims to a unigue record.
This team, Kilfihane, won tﬁe All-Treland Championship at
Jones' Road, Dublin, in 1897 when club teams; not county
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selections, were the units of the competition and it was
subsequently County Champion Team for many years. The
locality as a whole has in fact a remarkable record for
such a circumscribed érea in the field of sport and

athletics, having produced many record holders, including

" World (Olympic) Champ:i.ons.I

Aitogether it was a very virile community.
Nowadays, aé a sign of changing times and a falling
population, its once famous hurling team is graded junior,
its two bands reduced to one and its claims to champion
status confined to its Che?s Club being the first in

Ireland to win some trophyior other.

It was also a community with an underlying Fenian
tradition. The site of O'Neill-Crowley's last stand is
nearby in Kilcloongy'Wood, marked by a monument, while,
élso nearby, in Kilmallock,é memoriai to "The Unknown
Fenian" commemorates the'léé? attack on the local police

barracks (which we were to'attagk again and destroy in

1920). This militant spirit .came to the surface in

" another form about 1910 when a dispute arose between a

section of the town tenants and thelir landlord, a man
named Vandeleur of British stock, who resided abroad.

This dispute developed to the point of the town being
garrisoned for a period by large reinforcements of police,
and a series of violent conflicts and baton charges arose.
Evietions were also attempted and it was the practice for
tenants to resist by pouring boiling ﬁater from?top
windows upon:phe bailiffs and police. A general boycbtt
of the latter was in force énd practically all thelr
foodstuffs had to be obtained from a distance. At the

!
time, these incidents. and agitation attracted country-wide

|

i



attention and got banner jheadlines in the newspapers.

For a period they were in@eéd the chief feature of the
news - "Another Riot In Kilfinane“_being an item
frequently brought to my notice away at c¢ollege where I
was the object of banter as a representatiﬁe of the "wild

men of Kilfinane", as they were dubbed.

| .
Politiesally, howeveéer, only one avowed holder of

advanced nationalist views was known to me in the
Kilfinane area at this period around 1909. He was my
first cousin, a medical student at University College,
Cork. He was then a supporter of Sinn Féin but,
surprisingly, when the European War broke out in 191l he
joined the Royal Army Medical Corps of the British Army.
Emphasising his changed outlook since his student days,

he rejoiﬁed the R.A.M.C. after his war engagement had
terminated and remained in that service until his death
in Cairo some years ago. This relative, being, in
effect, a ward of my father, his uncle,'resided with us
during his school holidays{and subsequent army leaves.

His then political views had, however, no influence on my
eventual political outlook. I was, of course, much too
young to have any po;nt of contact with him or interest in
such matters at that periocd. Disrespect for the
Redmondite Party and some vague interest in William
O'Brien's ™All-For-Ireland League™, formed about this time,
would sum up my schoolboy approach to politics when I left
home and entered Clongowes Wood College, Co. Kildare, in
1909. Previously I had attended the leocal school in the

ordinary way and in addition had been receiving private

tuition from its Prinecipal, !|Mr, Edmond Hayes, M.A., &

1
brother of Father Michael H?yes and Dr. Richard Hayes,

both of whom were to figure|so prominently in the national
| o
movement of later years. -
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Clongowes, where I first took a definite political
stand,'could be described as a school with a very
conservative outlook. Many would indeed term it
"shoneen' or West British in tone. It was hot, however,
anti-national - inter-national would more nearly descfibe
its characterlstic approach to lay matters. It took
pride in- the many distinguished figures who had passed
through it to notable careers in not only Irish life, but
in Britiéh military, colonial and other services. The
Presidenf of the Past Pupils' Union (The Clongowes Union)
during my period was Lord Chief Justice (or Chief Baron)
Palles (the last to bear that particular designation) and
it had been John Redmond's old school. But éo, too, had
it been the old school of Thomas Francis Meagher
("Meagher of the Sword") and 2ll were equally honoured

by a place in the school's extensive gallery of portraits.

My political gesture, such as it was, occurred when
King Edward of England died in 1910. The event being
announced to the assembled;school, all present, some 300
in number, were told to rise and stand as a token of .
respect. This request, or rather command, was, as I now
judge, largely a formality, typical of the school's status .
in eivil life and without much, if any, specific "loyalist”
sighificance. _ Hoﬁever, it 4id not strike mé that way at ‘
the time and while the greatrmajority present more or less
auntomatically obeyed, a minority, including myself,
resisted the instinctive urge to follow suit and remained
seated. From this small incident I date my growth of

interest iﬁ advanced nationélist views.

In the following year, owing to a brief illness,

a break occurred in my stay|at Clongowes and instead of
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returning there after my |recovery, I was sent to a school
mach nearer my home - St.| Colman's College, Fermoy, Co.

Cork. This, by contrast|with Clongowes, could be

described as an "Irish-Ireland” school in its general
atmosphere. Myhtime there waé, howevér, cut short early
in 1913 by my father's death at a comparatively early age
and, being the eldest of the family, it was decided that I
should take charge of afféirs at home. For this task I
was rather immature and iﬁ any case lacked interest in 1it,
leaving control almost wholly in the hands of an old and
competent employee who managed them well and honestly.
These circumstances left me free to follow my own bent,
with the result that the Volunteer movement attracted me
from the outset when it wa@ initiated late in 1913, and it
became my primary and prac%ically whole-time occupation
from the date of the formation of the first Volunteer
unit in Kilfinane. This would have been at the end of

1913 or in the opening months of 191k.

From then until the Volunteer "split" towards the
end of 191l the activities of the local unit followed a
pattern which no doﬁbt differed not at all from that
common to the movement as a whole at that time. Suqh
local control as existed rested in the hands of a |
committee of elderly local politicians, principally
supporters of the Redmondite Party. There was no formal
chain of military command iP the unit at this time, so far
as I can remember, that is %o say, there were no Company
officers. Executive commahd was exercised by ex British
Army N.C.0's (some time-expired, others still on the

British Army Reserve) who acted'as drill instruectors and

took charge of the parades. These were‘invariably well-

attended, practically all fhe adult male population of



)

—

-7 =

the locality having joined the organisation. Instruction
was confined to close-order and extended-order drill,

some signalling instruction, arms drill (with wooden
"guns" ), route marches and one - perhaps two - ineffective
attempts at a very minor fofm of tactical exercise.‘ By
military standards it was all very futile, even silly, but
there was no lack of earnestness or enthusiasm. For the
great bulk of/the members it was just a mass movement in
which they were caught up ﬁithout any clear idea of what
was afoot. But it expreséed the basic ngtionalism of
Redmondite, O'Brienite,énd, where he existed, Sinn Féiner
alike, in:terms made fashionable by the chief anti-
nationalist, Carson. Thﬁs it gave sufficient gloss to
obscure the rather aimless and futile aspects of much of
the Volunteer activity of this periocd. 0f course, the
movement also had its place in the march of events, one
that played a roie in conditioning the mind of the people

to eventual acceptance of a physical force policy.

With the outbreak of the European War in the summer

of 191}, some of our drill instructors who were British

. |
reservists left us, being called up for service. I

remember one particularly decent and popular Hunster
Fusilier reservist, name¢ Baryett, being escorted by the
unit and band marching with him the five-mile route to
Kilmallock Railway Station when he left to catch the train
for his depot. This was purely a personal tribute and
was ho indication of the po#itical views or attitude to
the war issues of the Voluntéers participating. Indéed,
at the station when the train drew in and was seen to
contain large numbers of khaki-clad scldiers, there was a
fair amount of shouting at them from the Volunteers drawn
up on the platform. "Down with the Scottish Borderers"”

was one cry I remember being'used on the occasion, in
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allusion to the then recent shooting at Bachelor's Walk,

Dublin, after the Howth gﬁn-running episode.

The reservist concerned in this send-off saw little
of the war as matters turgedznt being captured with many
of the Munsters at the Battle of Mons and spending the
rest of the war a prisoner in Germany. A brother of this
man, Edmond Barrett, later proved a very tough and useful
member of our I.R.A. unit and Lctive Service Column. He
more or less attached himsblf to me throughout the
confliet, in some undefineh capacity of his own devising -
a combination of bodyguard, aide and "“trigger-man", which

proved extremely helpful to me in thelgircumstancés thét

' developed in our area.

A 1ittle later afte£ this send-off of Reservist
Bargett, there was a reverse céremony - a welcome-home for
a wounded Irish Guardsman{l On this occasion only the
band partiéipated, however, as the man in question had not
been connected with the Volunteers, and the band, although

then and for a long time subsequently wholly Redmondite in

its outlook, participated iargely as a neighbourly

gesture. In much the samé spirit there were widespread
rejoicingsrin the area - bénfires and so on - when news
arrived of the safety as a prisoner of Lieutenant John
Ryan until then reported missing in France. Ryaﬁ served
gither in the South Irish Horse or Munsters and was a
member of the family who rah the Scarteen Foxhounds (the
Black and Tans, a name they| bore long before their human .
namesakes appeared on the sLene). This celebration also
was without political significance. It reflected the
extent to which sporting interests, especially horses and'
hurling, cut across class and Party feelings in normal

times in the locality.
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At this stage a classification of the Volunteers in
the area would, I estimate, have shown approximately the

following shades of political thought: -

' %

- Redmondite (U.I.L. and A.0.H. and :
general supporters of

the Irish Party) ces 60

O'Brienite cos 35

Advanced ‘-Nationalists ‘es 5

The open support given by Redmond for British Army
recruiting about this time would have marked the first
changes in fhe political complexion of the locality. A
cooling of support for the Irish Party at once became
evident, all the more so when one or two public recrulting
meetings were held in the town of Kilfinane. At these
one of the local leading lights of the U.I.L., Dr. Lee,
who was the Dispensary Doctor and a Justice of the Peace,
either presided or was otherwise prominent on the platform.
Apart from that person, I do not remember any other local
man forming part‘of_the platform party. These few
recruiting meetings were not taken seriously and could '
hardly be said tp have an audience at all beyond the usual
cfowd of idle people who gather round on such occasions.
Indeed, the ﬁeetings, while resented by very many, were an’
amusement more than anything else, especially when on one
occasion the Parish Priest of an adjoining country parish,
Glenroe, decided fo intervene. This priest, Father
Ambrose, a well-known “chaf#cterm and very pépular with
all clésses, was not by any means the holder of advanced
political views, but he strongly opposed recruiting for the
British Army. On the occasion that he decided to make a '
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public protest, he drove to town in his trap drawn by the
high-stepping trotting pony for which he was noted.

When the meeting began in the town sgquare, Fr. Ambrose
mounted his trap, flourished his whip, put the very speedy
pony at full trot and drove right through the gathefing
round the platform. Repeating the performance a few
times, the meeting as such ceased to exist and I think it

was the last one of its kind in the area.

A fair $prinkling" of recruits were obtained.for
the British Army in the locality around.this period, but
neither recruiting meetirgs, politiecs nor propaganda had
anything to do with it. In a few cases the spirit of
adventure operated, but, in the main, the motivating
cause was economic. Practically all were decent lads,
but poor, and needing financial help for themselves or
their families. They made good soldiers, the type which
gave the Munster Fusiliers a high reputation in the
British Army, and later when the war ended and the Black
and Tan conflict became acute, some of them gave
extremely good service in the I.R.A. In fact, one of
them, John Riordan (of Thomastown, Kilfinane), much
decorated and promoted to Company Sergeant Major for
bravery with his British unit in France, was killed in a
skirmish as a member of our I.R.A. Active Service Unit

early in 1921,

With the coming of the Volunteer "“split" in the
autumn, 191l;, the members of the Kilfinane unit divided
their a;legiance between the two opposihg Volunteer
organisations which resulted, the National or Redmondite
Volunteers and the Irish Volunteers, who followed Eoin
MacNeill's leadership. The sub-division conformed
closely to the percentage classification of ﬁrevailing

political opinion set out above.- In other words, the
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| ma jority adhered to the Redmondite organisation, while a
minority - in actual numbers about 25 or 30 - who were, in
the main, members of 0'Brienite families, or, in a few
cases, like my own, already adherents of advanced
ngtionalism, supported the Irish Volunteers. In effect,
however, the Redmondite section ceased to exist almost
immediately after the "split". I can recollect that
section only parading once afterwards. This was the
occasion of the Manchester Martyrs' Commemoration, an
annual event in Kilfinane in the month of November. In
this ceremony we (the Irish Volunteer section) were
determined to participate as a distinét organisatién, but,
if possible, in friendly co-operation with other bodies.
Foreseeing the possibility of co-operation not'being
forthecoming, we were under the necessity of being able to
stage our own commemoration. For this we needed a band,
as the local brass and reed band was under Redmondite
control. Luckily, a guantity of instruments of the
seconq local band, a fife and drum band - which had
O'Brienite associations - were still in the neighbourhood
though the band itself had ceased to function as such some
yvears before. These instruments were made available, and
in the space of a month or so, by dint of concentrated
practice of one tune - Adeste Fideles - the bandsmen, of
whom the majority had no previous knowledge of music, were
welded into a combination capable of reﬁdefing a
satisfactory accompaniment for a "Slow March". Thus
equipped, the Irish Volunteer section marched td the
starting point of the general parade, forming up in rear
of the Redmondite marchers and their band, then about to
begin the ceremonial march. The arrival of the Irish

Volunteer formation was evidently unwelcome and, after
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_reluctanctly starting the parade and traversing about half

the planned route, the Redmondite se¢tion halted and would

not continue in company with the Irish Volunteer formation.

_ The latter then proceeded independently with its own parade,

but only after a number of its participants had been
induced to refrain from a physical clash with the 2
Redmondites, tempers on both sides having become strained

at this stage.

While this incident made for greater hostility to.
the Irish'Volunteer‘section, this was largely among the
older Irish Party adherents, and perhaps a little more
than half the young aduit peopletéf the locality were
either members of the Irish Volunteer unit or more or::less
in sympathy with it. Counting héads in terms of the
franchise, we would still, however,‘be very-much in a
minority at this period and so continued until after the

1916 Insurrection.

For the remainder of 191} and the early months of
1915 the Kilfinane unit of Irish Volunteers continued to
be loosely organised body of about thirty (30) members.
The drill instructor exercised executive command at
periodic drill parades,:as had_previously been the
practice, and officers were not formally-appéinted until
about mid-1915. Ernest Blythe then visited the area as
an organiser and held meetings for the election of
officers. At one such meeting or parade, I was elected
Captain of Kilfinane Company, Justin MacCarthy 1lst
Lieutenant and Patrick O'Dea (the drill instructor hitherto)
2nd Lieutenant. Years later there came into my
possession the Barrack Diary of the Hospital, Co.

Limerick, station of the Royal Irish Constabulary (now

| deposited with the Bureau of Military History) which
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gave details of how Blythe was shadowed by the R.I.C.
throughout this tour of his in County Limerick. This
diary also contained copies of notes found on Blythe when
he was arrested on completion of his tour. These notes
listed names and addresses of the officers appointed in
the various unlts he visited, including my own unit.
Beyond affording the police an outline of our organisation
in handy form, the capture by them of this information was
of no consequence, however, as there was little or no
secrecy about our parades then, and the police could easily
ascertﬁin by observation who was in charge of the various

formations.

It was about this period - mid-1915 - that Volunteer
Companies in adjoining localities of the area began to
have contact with one snother, so far at least as informal
discussions among the leaders were concerned. Perhaps as
a result of these contacts the Galtee Battalion (sometimes
titled Galtee Brigade) came into existence. All I can
say is that it evolved, and I have & recollection of a
secondary teacher named Sedn O'Dea, a member of the staff
at the Christian Brothers School in Charleville (Co. Cork)
being regarded, in the initial stage, as having some ill-
defined position of authority. Similarly, about this
time, an officer of the Mitchelstown (Co. Cork) Company -
Walsh, I think,  was his name - seemed to figure - also in
an ill-defined capacity - as some kind of senior officer
of the battalion, which then embraced those two Co. Cork
areas in addition to the South Limerick region of
Galbally, Anglesboro', Ballylanders, Kilfinane, Ardpatrick

and Kilmallock.

Neither O'Dea nor Walsh, however, really

functioned as Battalion Commander, and W.P. Manahan (a
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native of Ballylanders, then residing at Ardpatriék,
wheré he was a Manager of a Creamery) was the first real
holder of such a post from about the summer of 1915..
Whether he was formally elected, appointed "from above",
or Jjust assumed the office, I do not now reﬁember. In
any case, he was fully accepted as in command, and was in
fact the most suitable man at that time, being a good
oréaniser, an effective speaker and very enthusiastic.

He was also of mature age - thirty or so - while the
great bulk of the Volunteer membership would have been in

the 18-22 age group at this period.

In the course of the summer of 1915, the battalion
area was the centre for a training camp under the
auspices of Volunteer Headquarters, Dublin, "Ginger"
0'Connell (the late:- Colonel J.J. 0'Connell) being in
charge, with J.J. Burke of Dublin as Camﬁ Quartefmaster.
The selection of the Galtee area for this camp arose, I
think, partly from the fact that the area and its |
Volunteer unit was by now well-known to Dublin
Headquarters, and partly from some theory of "Ginger"
0'Connell*s as to the potential significance of the ‘

Galtee*in guerilla warfare strategy.

This camp consisted of some half-dozen army-type

bell-tents which were moved by farm carts from site to

site, a few days being usually spent in each company area.

I cannot speak with first-hand knowledge of the training
routine carried out, as, beyond getting a site for the
camp when it came to the Kilfinane area, I had no
connection with it. My First Lieutenant, Justin
MacCarthy, did attend for a week or so, the bulk of the

attendance being drawn from other companies of the

[\
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battalion, With, I think, a few Dublin Volunteers. I do
know, however, that those attending were kept fully
occupied by various types of tactical exercises, lectures
and arms drill, the tactical exercises being sometimes
linked up with the many moves of the camp from site to

site.

There was another training camp held at this period
which I did attend. This was one organised by the
Limerick City Volunteers and sited at Kilkee, Co. Clare.
My First Lieutenant also came with me. This camp was
really onlya‘holiday camp, no serious training of any kihd
being carried out, beyond one or two perfunchory parades.
There were some "Mauser" type rifles in the camp and some
personally owned revolvers, These arms were openly .
carried without interference by the poliée. The camp -~
bell-tents and a marquee -'was located in the G.A.A,
Sports Field on George's Head, Kilkee. Those attending -
not more than é dozen when I was there - paid a fixed
scale of charges for board and accommodation. There was
a custom at this camp of escorting departing members to
the railway station and of firing a volley in the air from
the station platform as the train drew out. Apart fron
being silly, this was a dangerous practice - ball
ammunition being used - aﬁd it is surprising that the

police never interfered.

In this year also a big parade was organised in
Limerick City - on Whit Monday or Sunday, as far as I
remember. Large numbers of Volunteers from Dublin
attended, as well as contingents from the various units in
the Co. Limerick, Limerick City and Mitchelstown, Co. Cork.
P.H. Pearse and Captain Monteith were among those present.

While the parade was guite an imposing one, with some of
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the units fully armed with rifles, it was noted chiefly
for the very hostile reception the Volunteers received as
they mgrched thrqugh some qf_the.stpeets.- Parnell Street
adjoining the railway station,prinéipal;j - Wherg ;arge
numbers of depegdqnts oﬁ these serving in the British
Army-- "séparation_woyen", as they were called - had
congregatgq”to hupl abusé énd_missiles of var;ous kinds at
the mgrching'Volunteersi_ Many_oflthgse missileg were
thrgwn frqm tqp story windows and it is surprising that no
se:ious injuries occcurred. -‘At that period many of these
igno:ant people aqtually believed the Volunteers were in
receipt of “Gepman gold“{.as the rcabchAC:y then current
had it. Déspite these incidents, and still fiercer ones
as the Volﬁntegrs entered the railway that'evening, the |
parade was a big success as fap.as the greater part of the
¢city was concernedf The evgping scenes developed through
the departing Voluntegrs_having'to foree their way through
a hostile_crowd of men and women gathéred around the
statianentrénce. The section of the parade.where I and
my cqntingent marched got through without difficulty, but
sectlons in rear of us met with physical opposition.

Orly the inte:vention of a priest saved the situation from
becoming one involving probable loss of life,.as some of
the Volunteeré had been so aggravated that they were about

to fire on the crowd.

A copy of a “Manifesto“ issued by the Volunteer
Executive at this time is amohg my papers. I attach it
to this narrative (see Appendix.A.). The déportations to
which it refers are those of Blythe; McCuliough, Pim and
Meliows.

_For the remainder of 1915 and the opening months of
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1916 nothing remarkable took place im our.area. We held
our weekly parades and now and then a route march on
Sundays. Such training as was done on these occasions
never went beyond “extended order" drill and, more usually,
was: confined to "e¢lose order" foot drill. In that, &t
least, my unit and indeed all the other adjolning companies
were quite proficient. It would be about this period too
that we overcame the custom of relying on ex-British Army
men for drill instruction, the officers appointed in each
company being now the instructors in matters they had
studied in drill books and manuals of minor tactics.
Locally, my recollection is that Tadhg Crowley of
Ballylanders was the first to break with the existing
custom and .his taking over the driliing of his company was,
I distinetly remember, a subject of much comment at the

time.

In the matter of arms and equipment we were poorly
circumstanced. It may be during this period that we
toyed with the idea of using pikes as weapons. 1 know we
did get a local blacksmith to make a single sample of that
weapon and I had it in my possession for many years, more
or less as a curio.. Higher authority also seems to have
given some thopght to the question of pikes because I have
found among my papers a design for a pikehead
(Appendix B.l.) which has all the appearance of having
reached me through official Voluntger channels about this
time. My company had also acquired two small calibre
revolvers, two single barrelled shot guns and a small
gquantity of ammunition for thess. We had, in addition,
stored a small amount of quarry explosive and fuse.

These articles, added to each individuvual Volunteer's
haversack and belt, completed our stock of warlike

equipment. We had,. long before this, discarded the
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wooden "guns" which for a time had been such a featpre of
our equipment. They had served a purpose and quite
usefully too. That we had discarded them signified a
definite'stage in the development of the organisation and
the outlook of its members. This outlook was founded on
taking ourselves seriously as a mnilll'¥ry organisation,
earnestness in submitting to orders and discipline and a
belief, very vague but definitely present, that ﬁe could

accomplish something by military action.

While this was so, no concrete plans for action
were lald or even discussed, so far at least as I, in my
capacity as a Company Commander, was aware. Any orders
from higher authority, such as those relating to general -
‘policy or special parades, reached me through the
Battalion Commander, W.P. Manahan. He had some contact
with the Limerick City unit ("regiment" was its title at
the time) though whether he wés actually subordinate to
the City commander I am not certailn. I think it was
rather an undefined relationship, one of co-operation
between the Galtee Eattalion and the City Regiment, rather

than subordination of one to the other.

This was the general situation about the spring of
1916. Without having any definite information of
impending plans, or actioﬁ, I had an idea that the General
Mobilisation ordered for Baster Sunday was of somewhat
more than usual importance. This impression was, of
course, heightened by the news of exciting events on the
coast of Co. Kerry. This news centred on landings of
strangers and their arrest and reached us, in common with
the general public, at the end of the week preceding
Easter Sunday. In our case, however, the news also

suggested some connectlion with our projected Easter
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Sunday mobilisation and so gave added interest to that

project.

The mobilisation point for the Battalion had been
fixed for Galbally, which meént 8 l1l0-miles march for my
Company. On Easter Sunday morning my'recollection is
that I saw the notice published in the Dublin newspapers
cancelling the mcobilisation. In any event, 1 went ahead
with the arranged parade of my gnit that moraing. I may
possibly have received some note to carry on with the:
original arrangements from the Battalion Commander, but of
this I cannot now be certain. The probability is that I
did.get such & note as I have a distinet memory of being
ﬁarned to be on the watch for some further message which

might reach me before my unit moved off.

No further message did. arrive and our Cémpany, some
30 strbng, moved off, as originally arrangea, about 11 a.m.,
being "inspected" before'doing s0 by one of the local
R.T.C. Sergeants who had made it his business tq pass by,
as if accidentally, the rather secluded point where our
parade was assembling. Arriving in Ballylanders, six
miles away, on ocur route to Galbally, in the early afternoon,
we rested in the loeal Gaelic League Hall and from there
I sent a cyclist the remaining 4 miles to Galbally

reporting our location and seeking any further orders.

. I expected to be asked to céntinue‘on to Galbally, but, to

my . surprise, the reply from the Battalion Commander
instructed us to return home and to be ready to act, at

short notice, on further orders.

Obeying these instructions we marched back to
Kilfinane where, in dismissing the unit, I gave orders for

a further parade to be held either the next, or second-
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next, evening. At that parade I remember going into great
detail sbout being alert and fully prepared to mobilise
when the expected *"further orders™ arrived. These
eventuélly reaéhed me between 2 and 3 a.m. on the Thursday
of Baster Week and indicated Thomastown Wood, a mile south
of Kilfinane, as my Company's mobilisation point, where we
were instructed to awalt the arrival of Ardpatrick Compaﬁy.
These orders were in.writing and signed by the Battalion
Cémmander, then located near Ballylanders, and were brought
to me by a cyclist. Their time of arrival could not have
been at a more difficult hour for effecting mobilisétion;
especially in a small town boasting an R.I.C. Barracks.

However, that was a small matter when related to the known

" gituation - we were then aware, of course, that fighting

had started in Dublin. In all the circumstances, it was
a solemn moment and I remember bidding good-bye to members

of my family in the expectation of fateful events ensuing.

After personallf calling out four of the nearest
members of the unlt, inecluding the 2nd Lieutenant, Patrick
O'Dea, I left the latter to complete the calling-out and
proceeded to the assembly point with the three others, -
Bernard 0O'Flynn, Thomas Barry and D.P. HacCarthy. It was
dawn when we reached the place and, expecting the arrival
of the Ardpatrick Company, I remained on the spot with my
companions for over an hour - possibly two hours. There
being no sign of the Ardpatrick unit, I returned to the
town to see how the mobilisation of my own unit was
proceeding and there found another despateh rider bearing
a message from the Battalion Commander cancelling his
earlier orders. Thus ended our efforts in the Kil:finane

locality to play a part in the Rising.

What part we - and thé Galtee Battalion as a
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whole - were intended to play waé‘in fact never'précisely
planned. The original plan, such as it was, related to
the expected landing of arms in Kerry and their

conveyance by train to the west. My recollection is that
the Galtee Battalion, after mobilisation on Easter Sunday,
was to proeceed to Limerick Junction which it was to seize
with the object of facilitating the passage of the train
conveying the arms from Kerry. I have since seen it
stated, on good_authority, that Charleville Junction, not
Limerick Junction, was to be our objective for this
purpose. The rail #oute from Kerry would certainly
suggest Charleville Junction as the more likely of the

two and my recollection may well bé at fault. But,_if-so,
it is surprising that the mobilisation of the Battalion on
Easter Sunday was planned for Galbally, the most distant
point in the Battalion area from Charleville, buﬁ

conveniently located for a move on Limerick Junction.’

As regards our second mobilisation - -that on the
Thursday of Easter Week - there could not have-been a
clear-cut'plan of operations. Some of the companies may
have been slightly better off than my company for arms and
equipment, but, if so, it was not to an extent thatiﬁould
have permitted them to engage in any worth-while action.
The underlying idea of this second mobilisation seems %o
have been just to do something to co-operate with our
fellow-Volunteers in Dublin. Even during the remainder’
of that week, I must have had some vague idea that we
would yet be called on for some effort or other because
I remember distinctly that one of my written messages to
the Battalion Commander a day or two after his
cancellation of our second mobilisation réqueéted the
choice of a less awkward time for mobilising than betlween

midnight and dawn. This very sensible message was
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afterwafds mentioned by the Battalioﬁ Commander at an
enquiry held in 1918 in relation to a local disputé in
which he figured as a principal - the Manahan-0'Hannigan
dispute to which I shall refer later. As I was on the
anti-Manahan side in that dispute, his (Manahan's) mention
of my message was - as is the way in such disputes -
designed to score a point - no matter how far—fetched -
against the opposition by suggeéting it was a naive or
childish request to make. Taken from its context, which
assumed a cholce of mobilisation hour might lie with the
Battalion Commander, the message could, of course, be
given almost any interpretation if one were prepared to
ignore the extreme diffiéﬁlty - in fact, the impossibility
of quietly calling'out a unit in a police garrisoned small
town at 2 a.m. This eﬁisode, of no importance in itself,
is mentioned only to confirm my recollection that we still
had some vague idea that we might be again called out even

after our second mobilisation had been cancelled.

However, no further orders reached me and the next
evenﬁ of any significance was that, a few days after the
surrender in Dublin became known, one of the local R.I.C.
Sergeants visited me to request.surrender>of my arms and
any held by the unit. As he knew 1 possessed a revolver,
having seen me carry it on parades many times, it is
surprising that no subsequent action was taken against me
when I failed to comply with his demand. No arms or
equipment were surrendered by thé Volunteers in my company
area, though, I think, a local sympathiser with the
movement, but who was not a Volunteer, did hand in a small
pistol. In a few company areas of the Battalion some
arms may have been surrendered in response to a démand
similar to the one made on me, and I have a distincy

recollection of seeing a car arriving in Kilfinane - the
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police headguarters for the iocality - escorted by police
from Galbally and containing, I was assured, arms
surrendered there by the Volunteers. This incidegt caused
us much héart-burning, being seized on for derogatory |
comment by sbme local critics of the Volunteers who had

always been opposed to us.

In a short time, however, we.equld,hardly be said to
have an opponent in the ;ocality as, Withbthe executions of
ﬂhe 1916. leaders, the great bulk of the people-hitherto in
opposition became, if not active supporteps, at least
sympathetic to what the Volunteers represented. This
disposition.of the people grew still more pronounced in the
course. of time‘until, at the height of the guerilla
warfare period 1920-1921, the Volunteers were assured of
sympathy and - what was then of critical iﬁportance -
shelter and food - in practically every household in the
county. In practice, of course, certain townlan@s and
lhouseholds came to be selected time after time for
billeting the Active Service Column. While "new ground' was
broken and “strange" houses availed of on occasion, the -
frequency with whicﬂ particular families were called on to
extend hospitality to the Column must havé involved them
in considerable financial strain, not to speak of the
risks incurred. Yet there was never a hint of complainﬁ.
One of the regrettable consequences of the subsequenp Civil
War was that these families were never adequately thanked
for their magnificent services. There is no question but
that they, and the civil population in general in active
military operational areas, were the true herces of'ther

War of Independence.

Some months after the Rising we began to re-organise

and as, peculiarly enough, no post-Rising arrests had been
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made in'our area, ﬁhis re-organising was not a difficult
task. I remember, however, that it had to be done
secretly and that we were inclined to be -very selective on
the matter of enrolling not only new members, but those
who had been in the organisation already.- This activity
continued into 1917. That year was marked chiefly by
pol%tical rather than military developments. A branch of |
Sinn Féin was formed in Kilfinane. 411 the local
Volunteers, of course, became members of, or closely
associated with, this branch which quickly developed to be
a truly representative cross-section of the people of the
parish. ' At some date in this year a contingent of
Volunteers from Kilfinane and adjoining localities |
attended at Bruree to welcome Eamon de Valera, then
visiting his_uncle and school-days home after his release
from internment. He made a short speech and was very

enthusiastically received by a large audience.,

Iﬁ the first half of 1917 there occurred the
arrests of a nmumber of prominent Volunteers. These
included our Battalion Commandant, W.P. Manahan, who, with
" the others arrested, was required to reside in England -
at Wetherby, Yorkshire, in his case. This development

had repercussions for us in the Galtee Battalion area.

From his place of enforced residence in England,

- Manahan wroﬁe a long letter-adverting‘to recent Irish bye-
elections and indicating his desire to stand as Sinn Fin
candidate for Bast Limerick when the opportuﬁity offered.
The letter was written, I think, to either Ed. Tobin of
Ballinlacken, Ballylanders, or to myself. In any case

I remeﬁber reading it and discussing its contentsrwith

Tobin, Tadgr Crowley of Ballylanders and others. We were

~
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unfavourably impressed by the letter, not that we had any.
objgction to the political ambitions of the writer, but
because we saw that Manahan's interests were now

concentrated on the political rather than the military

_side of the movement. Our primary interests lay with

building up the Volunteer organisation, so we began to
look around for a suitable successor to take over the
Battalion, leaving Manahan free to pursue his political
ambitions. These would have had our support as there was
never any question in our minds as to Manahan's sincerity
and general merits. He was, in'fact, a good organiser
and business man, very energetic and with a record of good
pioneering work in the Volunteers. However, we were
convinced that he was not quite the man to fill the ﬁost
of military leadership. To succeed him,.Donncadh
O'Hannigan, a native of Anglesboro' near Ballylanders, was
suggested and I think Tadg Crowley was prinecipally
responsible for sponsoring him initially. O'Hannigan had
not previously been associated with the battalion, havingl
resided outside the area for many years in the course of
his work as a horticulturist. About this year he had
come to Mitchelstown, Co. Cork, (from which his native
place was only a few miles distant) and had openéd a
horticultural and auctioneering business there. Much
older than the average Volunteer - he would have been about
35 at the time - his age gave him a degree of respect.
combined as it was with energy, enthusiasm and a-long
association with advanced nationalism - he was a long-
standing member of the I.R.B., and Irish speaker, and one
of his brothers, 'Donal O'Hannigan, had participated

prominently in the Rising.

The dispute that now developed as O'Hannigaﬁ took
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control and Manahan returned from England spread;to most
units of the battalion. In essentials it was a éonflict
between the I.R.B. and Manahan.” The general body of the
Volunteers, to whom the very existence of the I.R.B. was,
of course, unknown, did not realise this and as it was, in
the circumstances, impossible to put.the real issues
before them, they took sides largely on the basis of
personal loyalties and preférences. As is the way in
such cases, a lot of false issues and personal animosity
was engendered by persons entirely ignorant of the basic
facts. In a way, Manahan himself contributed to
aggravating the ﬁispute on theée lines by choosing to‘
freat matters as 1f his personal character, sincerity and
trustworthiness had been impugned. This was never the
" case, though there may have been just enough gossip-
mongering among persons outside ﬁhe movement to jﬁstify

Manshan taking the line he did.

If I treat of this matter at apparently. more length
than it merits, it is because of its I.R.B. associations.
I became a member of that organisation, but not until some
time after this dispute had developed. Accordingly,
wﬁile it is conjecture on my part, it is a surmise with
great probability of being accurate when I say that the
putting forward of O'Hannigan to take control was in its
origin a decision of the I.R.B. That organisation was
strong in Ballylanders district and Tadg Croﬁley was one
of a number of Centres there. In any event, the dispute
as it developed was, at its core, a fight between the
I.R.B. and Manahan. The effects of the dispute would not
have been so widespread if company units as é Whole took
one side or other. This was the case in Kilfinahe where

the local company except for one, or possibly two, neutrals,
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followed my lead. In other units, however, thefe were
dividéd allegiances with deplorable consequences of open
disunity and squabbles. Generally speaking, it would be
correct to say that the more militant and determined
members of the battalion supported O'Hannigan - I only
know of two Volunteers on the opﬁosing side who later,
when the dispute was healed and forgoﬁten, took any'active
part in the'military measures of subsequent years.
Indeed, the events.of those years were to be irrefutable
testimony té the merits of the I.R.B., or the O'Hannigan,
side in the dispuﬁe; With the initiation of the Active
Service Column - now accepted as the first of its kind -
to its credit, and the organisation of a series of
important operations under its 1eadership, the standard
of ﬁgich, by common conseﬁt,of all, whether ‘neutrals" or
former disputants, eventually gave it the formal as well
as the actuél leadership of the Brigade it had for long

exercised.

In the meantime, however, G.H.Q. had declded on
holding an enguiry into the dispute and sent down M.W..
0'Reilly to conduct it.‘ The enquiry'convened in May,
1918, on the premises Sf Mr. D. Maloney, Bridge House,
Knocklong. It was a prolonged affair, lasting'all night,
and marked‘by mach irrelevancy and trivial charges and
counter-charges on the part of various individuals on one
side or other. Here I should add that O'Hannigan had
shown great reluctance long before any enguiry was mooted
to being regarded as a principal in whét one side
persisted in treating as mere rivalry between two
contending leaders. It was only by great urging on the
part of ﬁhe I.R.B. element that he was prevailed on to

maintain his connection with the affair. 1In the outcome,
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whatever report O'Reilly made was never communicéted to
either side beyond an announcement some days later that
G.H.Q. had decided to appoint Sedn Wall of Bruff‘as

Brigade Commandant and to have elections of officers held
in component units of the Brigade. I am of opinion - in
fact, certain - that this decision to appoint Wall was "cut
and dried" at G.H.Q. long before the enquiry. Howevé£
that may be, the nomination of Wall, who had no

assoéiation with the dispute, was well received. At least,
it was well received by the I.R.B. and "neutrals". As
Manahan had been fighting the issue on a personai basis

it was probably a disappointment to him. In any case he
took no further part iq Volunteer activities. In contrast,
O'Hannigan, similarly out of office, carried on as an
ordinary Volunteer and by sheer force of leadership after
initiating the Column idea, filled the post of Column
Commander, later attaining office as Brigade Commander and
finished with a record of active service unsurpassed by

any I.R.A. officer.

Wall was in every way a suitable selection in the
existing circumstances. Strictly his appointment was
irregular. G.H.Q. had no authority to make it at that
period, a formal election by vote of the battalion officers
‘being the correct procedure. But no one bothered to
raise an objection, a fad£ that indicated that the primary
aim of those who might have done so successfully - the
I.R.B. element in the dispute - was the good of the

organisation and not mere factionism.

It is possible, even likely, that Wall wa$ a member
of the I.R.B. at this time, though this aspect in no way
inspired the readiness with which his appointment was

accepted. Whether he was in the I.R.B. or not, he had
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not been involved in the dispute, residing as hejdid in
an area. outside that which was affected by it. 'More of
an administrator than a military man, Wall was.a'first-
class organiser. As such he did extrémely creditable
work later as Chairman of the Limerick County Council.

He was also largely responsible for organising what turned
out to be the biggest amount collected fér the Ddil Loan
in any constituency. Like the case of O'Hannigan, he was
much older than the averagé Volunteer officer of the time.
While he took part in the preliminary planning of
Ballylanders Barrack attack, the similar operation at

" Kilmallock was the only one of the Brigade's engagements
at which he was present in person. This was in no way
'to-his discredit; it arose from the combination of his
aptitude as an administrator and the obvious fact that
O'Hannigan was well sﬁited to the task of serving as the
~executive or field commander of the Brigade. Wall's
detachment from the combat side of affairs is illustrated
by the circumstances in which he met his death, an event
to which this characteristic of his contributed aslthe
principal, and possibly direct, cause. On His way in
May, 1921, to a Divisional Council meeting in County'
Tipperary, Wall, accompanied by O'Hannigan and an armed
escort, travelled - typically for him - unarmed. The
party was surprised en route iﬁ their billets by the”
arrival of a Black and Tan patrol. To escape, the party
had to open fire on the paﬁrol and.Wall was proffered a
revolver when this became neéessary. He refaused the
weapon and during the subsequent exchange of fire
blundered into the patrol. He was taken prisoner and
killed there and then on the roadside by one of the
policemen who used a shot-gun for the purpose. %t the

time his identity was unknown to the police and only
!
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became known to them when his relatives later claimed his
remains. Possibly it had been his intention to bluff his
way through the police, but had he reacted as did the
rest of the party there is no doubt that, like its other
members, he would have got away safely. I have written

a fairly detailed study ,elsewherex of Sean Wall and his

work.

The year }918, with its heightening of the threat
of Conseription, had brought new interest in the
Volunteers op'the part of many young people not previously
associated with it. In this our experience tallied with
- that elsewhere throﬁghout the country, and, as the crisis
developed numerous new members were accepted into the
organisation. Many of these new members proved good
soldiers; some of them later attained officer's rank;
others were not quite so satisfactéry and I recently
discovered among my papers a duplicate despatch book used
by me at this period and in ﬁhich there are a number of
messages and reports of mine somewhat critical of some
of these "Conscription members". (I have deposited this
‘despatch book with the Bureau of Military History.)

While there was some depletion in numbers due to the
eventual disappearance of the threat of conscription and
conseguent loss of interest by some in the Volunteer
organisation, I 4o not think the numerical reduction due
to this cause reached-high proportions in ocur area. At
a very rough eStimgte, I put the average figures for the
Galteé-Battalion units as an initial inecrease of 50%, the
falling away of some 15% to 20% of that new enrplment,
leaving a nett increase of somé 30% as the movement

entered on its mdore critical years of military effort.

% wAn Cosantoir™, issue of July, 1945.(Vol.V, No.7).
A reprint of the article is appended at -
Appendix "B,2".
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During the greater part‘of this year the Galtee ﬁattalion
operated more or less as a component unit of Limerick City
Brigade or Hegiment. It was some kind of informal
arrangement, the origin of which I do not recollect, but

I do remember that; while‘our battalion continued as a
separate and independent entlity, I was in communication
with, and made reports to, the Limerick City commander,

de Lacy, at this time. (See tﬁe duplicate despatch book
referred.to above. ) By succession; rather than by an&
formal appointment that I can recall, I seem to have acted
as 0/C, Galtee Battalion, at this period folléwing

Manahan's arrest.

Another relic of this time has turned up among my
papers. It is a protest in writing on behalf of the
Volunteers in connection with the composition of the
local Defence Committee, or Anti-Conscription Committee,
such as were then being set up in every parish. The
presence on this Committee of a few individuals previously
associated with British Army recruiting meetings was keenly
resented by the Volunteers. Objection was directed
especially to one individual of some local prominence wWho
carefully had kept his own sons at home while braéenly -
murderously would be a more: fitting word - induecing

others to enlist for service in France. I include this
document (Appendix A.2.) in this account, not that its
subject matter is of any importance, but for its interest
as an original document reflecting feelings and . |
atmosphere of a particular period. The composition and
the signature (in Irish) are mine, the handwriting of the
text being that of one of the younger members of my family
whom I got to transcribe the draft in clear schocl script.

- Whether this document was actually presented or read to



- 32 - - R

those concerned I do not now remember, but I lknow we did
make our.objections known on the lines of its contents.
What the outcome ﬁas I also cannot recall. Of course, we
realised that the Committee was a mere figurehead and that
the Volunteers were the dominanﬁ element and ultimately
the only effective anti-conscription weapon. Qur protest
was really on principle and to demonstrate our contempt

for the "recruiters™.

In the suvmmer or autumn of 1918 the elections of
officers (ordered by G.H.Q. arising from the Enqﬁirj
already mentioned) took place. It was more or less
accepted that, in-the main, "nevtrals" in relation to the
recent dispute would be elected, especiaily as so many
new members were participating following the influx of .
h“Conscription recruits“.‘ In general this was what
ocecurred, but to my surprise 1 found myself elected Vice-
Commandant of the 5th (Galtee) Battalion. I had not even
attended the election meeting as we (the I.R.B.‘element) )
were quite content to carry on under any properly
appointed officers. No doubt we were encouraged in this
attitude by the belief that, if more effectivé leadership
was called for, the I.R.B. would inevitably provide it -

a belief borne out by events.

The Commandant elected for the 5th Battalion was
' Sean T. O'Riordan of Kilmallock and the Adjutant was
Patrick O'Carroll of Kilfinane. I do not recollect a
Quartermaster being appointed at this stage. The advent
of these two newly appointed officers posed a proplem for
me. Like most of the "neutrals" in the recent d%Spute
they had an entirely false conception of the issués it
.involved. T knew they assumed ﬁy activities would be

motivated by.personal loyalties and be directed to
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agitating on those lines. I had to disabuse their minds
of this mistaken idea and succeeded so well that they
openly expressed to me their realisation that theilr
conception of thé situation and of my attitude was
entirely-g:oundless. But they also éonstituted another
problenm in,their~respéctive personalities. O'Riordan was
sincere and hardwbrking, but very impractical in the
military sphere. In every respect he-was a square peg in
a round hole and his:proper role was. on the political side.
As a solicitor's clerk he had facllities for getting
typewriting and duplicating done and his services in that
direction were much in demand and had helped to make him
well -known locally in both the Sinn Féinrand Volunteer
organisations. His own unit (Kilmallock) had a poor
reputation among the other Galtee Battalion units and had
not, previous to this period, been included in the
Battalion organisation. The other new officer, 0'Carroll,
the Adjutant, amounted to an acute pfoblem. Of poor, but
reépectable, parehts he had got a secondary education in a
small local school and was rather clever. Unfortunately,
his character did not keep pace with his intellectual
attainments. He drank excessively, ceased to practice
his religion and professed socialistie ideas. The local
parish priest, a saintly man and a good and useful friend
of the Volunteers, had publicly made some general, but
pointed, comments on the matter by referring to the
unreliability of "bad Catholies" in national affairs -
comments that in this case, anyhow, were to be amply‘
justified.~ The fact that O'Carroll was at this time
Secretary of the local Branch of a Workers' Union

(I.T. & G.W. Union, I think) alsio: mde for difficulties.

At one moment I would have dealinsswith him as between an
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employer and the representative of the employees; the

next, our respective roles would be those of Battalion
Vice-Commandant consulting with, or giving instréctions to,
the Battalion Adjutant. In all, it was a difficult

situation.

Elections figured largely in our activitiés in this
year of 1918 as, following ﬁhe elections in the ﬁilitary
sphere, there came the General Election of that iear. Dr.
Richard Hayes was selected as the Sinn F€in candidate for
our constituency; East Limerick, and was successéul by an
overwhelming majority over Thomas Lundon, the Irigh Party
candidate. The Volunteers practically controlled the
polling-bodths to the extent of police duties therein.
The R.I.C. were also on duty, but, in Kilfinane.at least,
they stood by idly and allowed the Volunteers to hssume
full control. Special measures were taken to sa%éguard
the ballot-boxes when the poll closed. In addition to’
the R.I.C. escort, a party of Volunteers accompanied the .
boxes in transit to the County Courthouse in Limerick.
There a.special all-night guard was set up side by side
with the R.I.C. guard who madé no objeetion and the
Volunteers on duty had full access to all parts of the
courthouse building. For convenience of the. Volunteers
thus'engaged, the Brigade Commandant had provided one of _
his contractor®s living vans. This was parked oﬁtside
the Coufthouse entrance and used by the Volunfeergguard

for cooking and sleeping.

At some date in 1918 I became a member of the L.R.B.,
being sworn in by D. O'Hannigan. Peculiarly enoygh, I
can only recali specifiecally to memory my attendance at
one of what must have been numerous meetings of m& I.R.B.

Circle attended by me. This was a meeting - probably
) : I
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in 1919 - at which Sean § Muirhuile was present 15 the
course of some organising and inspecting tour-in i.R.B.
interests. All I remember of the business at that meeting
is that it dealt with the I.R.B. organisation generally and
its status in the Volunteers. The reason I cannot recall
details of I.R.B. meetings is due, I think, to the fact
that it is so difficult to segregate my numerous éonférénces
in those yvears with D. O'Hannigan, Tadg Crowley and Edmond
Tobin as between what was an I.R.B. and what was a Volunteer
Battalion Council meeting, the same personnel being involved
in both and maﬁy such meetings switching, inperceptibly and

informally, from one to the other category. -

7 The chief event in our locality in 1919 wag the
operation in May of that year at Knocklong Railway Station
in the course of which Sean Hogan was rescued from his
R.I.C. escort. This was a Tipperary Brigade act;on
principally but a few Galtee Battalion Volunteers 'were
participants. Thege were the 0'Briens and Scanléng of
Galbally Company, & unit having links with the Tipperary

formations, situated as it was an the inter-county border.

-The action itself took place in our area. Initially this

did not involve me, but the aftermath of the engagement
did do so. Around 3 o'clock in the morning following the
action I was aroused at my héme to receive. an urgént message.
Tts bearer turned out to be Bd. Tobin of Ballinlackin,
Ballylanders. He had been admitted at an outer gate of
our premises by a cousin of mine then on leave from the
R.A.M.C. My cousih;wore his khaki uniform when going to
admit Tobin who was considerably put out to be th@s
confronted by the British uniform at such a time %nd place.
Tobin's mission was to tell me of the events at Kﬂocklong
and to enlist: my help arising from the fact that ﬁreen
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ard Treacy, two of the rescuers, were badly wounded and, in
: | .
company with Seumas Robinson, another of the resculng party,

were now lying up two miles away in Clancy's house at Cush.

Tobin having told me that plans were being made to
have the three men removed to.a safer refuge (Clahcy's
house was within four miles of the scehe of the action), my
most urgent task was to get medical attention for the
wounded men. My cousin who had admitted Tobin would
normally have been ideal for the purpose, but I refrained
froﬁ enlisting his aid. This was just as well, because,
while hie'assistance would have been forthcoming end his
trustﬁorthinessucould have been relied upon, his co-
operation would ﬁardly have been of an enthuslastic nature.
Indeed, later ic_the day, when he heard of the rescue at
Knocklong and of the connection with it of Tobin's visit to
me, he remarked: "Why, that was murder" - a comment that
" came very strangely from one who, as I have mentioned, had

been the first known adherent of Sinn Féin in the locality.

For the needed medical aid I. turned instead to
another cousin, Dr. Maurice Fitzgerald, who resided a mile
away .at Mortelstown. He, as expected, readily responded
and as duickly as possible made his way to Clancyﬁs house
‘at Cush by an indirect route and, ostensibly, on a visit to
one of his regular patients. Dr. Fitzgerald was latef to
aﬁtend many of our sick and wounded and to act, in effect,
if -not by formal appointment, as Medical Officer qf East
Limerick Brigade. -I

The arrangements for moving the wounded meﬁ to a
more secure refuge were completed (either on the night
following their arrival at Clancy's or on the second next

night) when a motor car conveyed' them, without incident '
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to a destination in West Limerick. Al11.1 can re?ollect of
my participation in these érrangements is getting?word that
the car, after its arrival at Clancy's, was fbuné to be
short of petrol. To procure a supply we had as a matter of
ufgency,to break into a garage in Kilfinane. In doing so,
a8 door opening outwards, and not normally in use.'ﬁhs
forced, caunsing the collapse into the roadway of a big pile
of empty petrol tins which had been stacked against it
inside. The resulting noise should have brought the local
R.I.C. to the scene post-haste as they had been very much
on the alert following the events at Knocklong. " For some
reason, however, they did not put in an appearance and we
got the required petrol. The transfer of the'petrol to
Clancy's'having been completed, the car got away safely en
route to West Limerick and my connectlon with these events

ended.

In the preceding month of this year - as my
documentary records of the period (See Appendix “C") now
recall to my memory - there occurred a strike of Limerick
City workers who refused to apbly for the permits required
by a Proclamaﬁion which imposed severe restrietions on the
¢ity area and its population. As the documents show, very
wide repercussions were antic¢ipated and plans put in train
to cope with them. In the outcome, the occasion to give
effect to these arrangements did not arise. Why this was
so I do not remember precisely, but it must have been due
to either a withdrawal or modification of the restrictions
as I know that the workers and other people concerned did
not submit to the'originai terms of the Proclamation. As
a sidelight on this matter it will be of some interest to
recount our reactions to the appeals and instructions |
contained in the appended papers. The contents o? the

circular, dated April 18th, 1919, from Comhairle CFanntair
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Sinn Féin seeking gifts of foodstuffs, seemed reasonable

:avhrd.”, to merit a favourable response; those of the two

military "orders®, dated April 22nd and 26th, 1919, got
quite a diffErent reception in our minds. It was the
single occasion of any consequence where 1 wilfuliy
dlsobeyed a military order - if these two letters;merit
that deseription. For this reaction of mine there were
many reasons. In the first place, these verbose}documents
in their planning for billeting "refugees“ proposed
something that, in the circumstances then prevailing, was
an innovation of a startling kind, one that would present
the utmost difficulty in convincing people of 1ts[necessity,
especially the class of peoﬁle needed to 1mplémen% the plan.
I just could not visuvalise myself approaching suc% people -
or commissioning others to do so in my nahe - knoﬁing that,
to the persons who would have to be so approaéhed4 the
scheme would appear revolutionary, fan;astic and &nrelated
to the needs of the actual situation. 1In brief, [these two
documents seemed to us to refleet more than an undertone-of
hysteria and to be exaggerated and impractiecal. This
attitude has, of course, to be viewed against the background
of the stage then reached in the military and political
strﬁggle. Had occasion for such action as prOposgd arisen
at a later stage, the changed circumstances would_probably
have justified it. As it was, I "stalled™ from the outset
in relation to thesé instructions, an attifude_whiéh I
think - but cénnot vouch for - was also that of mosf
officers of other battalions and.companies. Reading
betweep thé lines of the second of the two communi?apions,
that dated April 26th, it is a fair inference that| such was
the positiqn. Then there was also my underlying
conviction that there would in fgct be no "refugees" and
that the situation was most unlikely to &eveloP oniﬁhe
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lines suggested in these dqcuments - a viewpoin@_£onfirmed
by events. Further, the circumstance that Carroil - whose
characteristices I have already sketched - was sti#l
Battalion Adjutant, complicated matters consideraﬁly., In
his capacity as Secretary of the local Labour Unién branch
he was doubly interested in the scheme. Indeed,zI would
say hiS'intergst'in it was primarily a sectional‘qne in its
potentiality as Labour Parg;\a d even in the colo%riﬁg of
socialistie doctrine and class war that could be %haded into
it. Had I allowed him to implement the instruct%ons, as he
pre;séd me to do, the consequences would, 1 am certain, have
been deplorable. Carroll, as previously narrated, was
already in bad odour with the clergy. This fact Fnd
Carroll's Labour affiliations would have conditioned the
reactions of the householders approached for co-oppration in
-the scheme, For most of them it would ha§e.spell%d
Larkinism and ecarried echoes of Larkin's séheme du}ing the
strike in 1913% in Dublin when it was pianned to send
wpefugee” children of strikers to England - a scheme that
was gbandoned largely because of its condemnation by the
clergy. :
It will be noticed that the two documents ig question
freely invoke the authority of the Brigade Commander.

Despite this I was of opinion at the time - and am so still -
that he (Wall) was not a party to the scheme in all its
details. No doubt he géve some general direction to
O0'Riordan, who proceeded to execute it in his own fashion.
However, I have no proof that this was the situatién and

all I can say with certainty is that the orders aré o0

mich "out of character" to be attributed - in det%il

anyway - to Wall; who ﬁas a level-headed and practﬂcal man.

I
1
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At some date in the course of this year th% local
unit (Kilfinane) acqﬁired its first Service'riflel a Lee-
Enfield .%03, for which I paid £5 to a soldier oflthe
Australian Forces who was spending his leave of absence
with relatives in the neighbourhood. The weapon was
handed over completely "stripped down® to its smallest
component. In due course I succeeded in “ASsembiing“ it
correctly and I used it for instructing selected ﬁembers
‘of the local unit in 1ts mechanism, aiming and handling -
the first opportunity they had of getting such experience.
Subseguently thls weapon formed part of our armament in the
Ballylanders and Kilmallock Barrack attacks of the

following Spring. ;
i
A printed circular reached us from General!
Headquarters towards the end of this year and as it is of

interest in relation to the development of the Intelligence
system of the Volunteers, I attach (Appendix "C.2%) a copy

which happens to have survived among my documentary regords.

The only other local events of 1919 that come to my
mind are activities in connectioﬁ with the appeal for a
heatring of Irish representatives at the Peace Conference
which followed the European War,.organising in relation to
the D41l (National or Republican) Loaniand-a "raid® io
intimidate two local men who were reputed to 5e intending
recrults for the R.I.C. This was carried out by a few
Volunteers from Ballylahders at my request so as to avolid
the raiders being identified. They were successful 1in
getting the potential recruits to abandon their ip?entions,-
no violent measures being necessary. As to the n%ture of
the Peace Conference appeal, this now escapes my mémory - it
may have related to the principle of national self-

determination by small nations rather than to that of
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admittance to the Peace Conference - but I do recollect that

it was compiled in the form of a small cardboard-govered'
booklet, the first page or two of which contained%the text
of the “appeal“ in print followed by numerous blaék pages
for sighatures‘by members of the general public. } These
booklets were issued in large quantities to Sinn Féin ¢lubs,
either by the Sinn Féin Executive or by the secretariat of
Déil Eireann, and the collection of signatures wa% undertaken
in every parish where a Sinn Féin club existed. The
booklets, filled with signatures, were later retufned'to
Dublin, but whether the ™appeal® as a whole was eﬁer
submitted to anyone, I do not know. It must havé contained
millions of signatures, the obtaining of which from the vast
ma jority of the people presentedmo difficulty. My cousin,
Justin MacCarthy, as secretary of the local Sinn Féin club
was principally concerned .in this matter in our locality,
but the Volunteers also co-operated, either in their
capacity as such or as members of Sinn Féin. Th%s also
applied to the work connected with the Ddil Loan. An
immense sum - believed to be the lérgest from any
constituency - was eventually collected for that fund in
East Limerick. For a small fraction (£843%) of if I hold
a receipt in the handwriting of, and signed by, Michael
Collins, a photostat copy of which has been lodged|w1th the

P

Bureau of Military History. I

This Loan project was the medium through which Tomds
Malone - or, as he was then known, Sedn Forde - came to be
associated with Bast Limerick. He was sent down by Michael
Collins to help in organising the Loan collection,%but qlso
éeems to have been instructed to interest himself in
Volunteer matters. About this time - the end of %919 or

early in 1920 - consideration was being given to s?aging
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attacks on R.I.C. barracks. Eventually, after diécussions
presided over by Wall, the Brigade Commander, BaLlylandeéé
R.I.C. Barracks was selected for the initial atthk. I.
bave deseribed the circumstances connected with tpis
operation, and the attack itself, in a published ;é-rticle.x
A proof copy of this article is attached (AppendiL D.), so
] shall confine'my remarks here to matters connecped with
~the oberation which were omitted or not fully nar%ated in "
the puﬁlished artiecle.

To a notable extent this attack in April, %920, and
its planning reflected tﬁe anomolous situation affecting
the leadership of the Volunteers in the area at tﬁis period.
For one thing it demonstrated that the system of éppointing
officers by election did not always ensure suitable leaders
beinz selected. At the same time it must be said that, in
the Volunteer organisation generally, the system did
produce good leadership and that 1t was, in any cése, the
only practicable procedure under prevailing condidions of
organisation and service. Also, in our area, there were
exceptional circumstances to be allowed for in passing.
judgment on the results of the system at this peripd. 1
have already referred to thesé local conditions - the after-
math of the Hannigan-Manahan dispute - and their e?fecp on
the selection of officers. The remarkable fEaturg of the
planning and exeqution of the attack at Ballylanders was
that no account was taken of a particular individual's
official status when it came to the point of the.actual
exercise of command on the occasion. Still more |
remarkable, this was an arrangement tacitly arrived at - it

seemed to have been taken for granted that particular men

R : |
were the obvious persons for particular tasks, 1rr?spective -

% pyblished in "With The I.R.A.-In The Fight Freedom"
(Kerryman Ltd. - Publishers) .
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of whether they were officers in all due form. For
example, the Battalion Commander at this time - Q'Riordan -
should normaily and automatically have been in command of

what was a Battalion effort.- Yet no one, least of all

‘himself, gave a moment's consideration to his exercising

any command. He did attend some of the planning
conferences, and was also present in the vicinit&;of
Ballylanders village during the course of the attéck - at
some point on the outskirts of the village where he had no
funetion to perform other than the passive one of
specﬁator. No one thought any the worse of O'Riordan
because of that aﬁ the time, nor would they to this day had
he left well enough alone. A few yeérs ago, however, an
article by "S.R.Y - presumably O'Riordan - appeared in
“Limerick's Fighting Story", a booklet published by The
ﬁerryman Ltd., Tralee, in the course of which there
occurred a number of inaccuracies concerning the
Ballylanders eplsode. In the main, these would have been
of 1little consequence had they not ineluded the ludicrous
claim fhat 0'Riordan was in command on the_occasion. It
was entirely as a result of the ridicule with which that
assertion was received that I was asked to write the true

version - the one now appended.

With the possible exception of Sean Lynch of
Galbally Company, who may have been thé Captain of that
unit at the time, it happened that I (as Vice-Commandant of
the Battélion) was the only duly appointed officer -
certainly the only officer of 'senior rank - filling any
post as an officer in the attack. Bven Malone (Forde) was
not, strictly sPeaking,'an officer at this period, |while
Tadg Crowley, Edmond Tobin and D. O'Hannigan were out of
office éince the elections which followed the enguiry into
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the Manahan-Hannlgan dispute. Malone must be credited

with being in command of the operation as a whole; though
he was not formally assigned to that post. HereJ again,
it was a tacit arrangement'aris;ng more or less from.
individuals taking responsibility for particular ﬁosts or
tasks as these evolved in the plan. The fact thét Malone
was newly arrived in the area, and so entirely divorced
from the reecently concluded squabble, may also have
contributed to the role he filled, but over and above such
considerations there was no question but that he possessed
great qualities as a fighting man. Moreover, th% nature
of the task he was assigned to perform‘at the gabﬂe-end of
‘the barracks, required that whoever was in chargeiof it

should exercise a degree of a general control. |

|

In addition to its general clarification oﬁ the

leadership situation, the Ballylanders operation solved
difficulties arising from the elections having iméosed on
us an unsuitable Battalion Adjutant. He, Carrolﬂ, attended
at Ballylanders on the night of the attack and in much the
same"capacity as O'Riordan, the nominal Battalion;
Commandant - being present ex officio,-as it were,;but with
no duties or function to perform. Located at a p%int well
to the rear of the barracks and on the outskirts oF the
village, where there was no exchange of fire and wh?ch could
be termed a mere observation post, he was completeiy out of
the dangef zZone. Nevertheless, his nerves went tg pieces
with the crash of the opening volley of rifle fire - the
combined effects of excessive drinking and a bad
conscience, no doubt. Losing all control, he gave a '
disgusting exhibition of cowardice - grovelling"on the
gfound, praying, erying, like one-demented. With| the
ending of the attack, however, he recovered sufficiently
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to come into fhe village and to accompany us on our

inspection of the now ruined barracks after the surrendered
garrison had been removed as prisoners. . I recala having
to order him to put back a policemant's watch which,
typically for him,kﬁe was the only one to bother to take
from the nail on which it was hanging on the wall of the

barracks "day-roonm®.

Obviously Carroll's conduct during the assault on
the barracks called for dpastic action as 1t was evident
now to all that he was unfitted to hold any office in the
organisation. For a time it was a question of'formally
§ubjecting him to trial by courtmartial. However -
realising in all probability the poor.figure he had cut at
Ballylanders - he made no attempt to resume duty. This
gave me the clue to the best and most charitable solution
in the circumstances, namely, to leave matters in the -
position that the Adjutant had -ceased to functioﬁ and was
in effect and by his own choice, no longer ih the
Volunteers. Apparently he gladly accepted this situation
and there was no open breach or enmity displayed, and his
ordinary social contacts with Volunteers remained unaffected.
Ironica;ly, like many others - on both sides, Treaty and
anti-Treaty, let it be said - he availed of the Civil War
to stage a return to "the tented field™ and to engage 1in a
masgquerade of militar& prowess which héd beeﬁ 80 notab;y
lacking when.mosf.needed. The sum total of his
aéhievements in this second campaign was, however, almost
as inglorious as in the earlier conflict, consisting -
apart from anti-Treaty agitation and nominal miiitéry

-fﬁﬁﬂﬁ?@ ~- merely of the wanton burning of the formeﬂ R.I.C.
Barracks in Kilfinane after'thétlpost had been evacﬁated

'by-a suwall temporary garrison of pro-Treaty forces.

4
- On our way home after the capture of Ballylanders
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Barracks, we - the Kilfinane contingent - narrowly avoided

an unlooked for clash with a party of R.I.C. RoLnding'a
bend in the road on the outskirts of Kilfinane, we founa
ourselves -unexpectedly in close proximity to somethsalf-
dozen policemen proceeding in single file through%back
gardens towards the rear of houses in the town's main
street. It was just after dawn and they, as it éurned out,
were on their way to raid a house for a‘Volunteerlwho had
got into some local brawl of little or no poli;ic?l
significance. They were ignorant of the night'sgevents at
Baliylanders as the intervening hills and the disgance

(5 miles) prevented their seeing the Verey lights :signals
or hearing the explosions. Our approach having qeen at
right angles to their direction of movement we had Just tinme
to avold detection - and identification - by haltipg in our
tracks and when they had passed by,'making a detou} to our
homes. At that period any other action by us'WOuld have
been contrary to the current Veolunteer policy and tacties.
Curiously enough, I had a somewhat similar exXperience
returning from the attack on Kilmallock Barracks é,month
later, and the police party figuring in it were fram the
same garrison - Kilfinane - and possibly even the very same

individuals.

The general decision to stage an assault on.the
Kilmallock Barracks had been taken by us at the ti@e the
details of the attack on the post at Ballylanders %ere being
planned. [Even so, 1t was quite & feat to bring off the
venture within a space of four weeks aftér the ope%ation at -
Ballylanders, than which it was a much tougher proélem
needing a vast amount of organising, having regard |to the
conditions undér which we had to arrange the innumerable

details involved. I have alsc deseribed this event in a
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published article , a proof copy of which is appended
(Appendix E). | |

This attack at Kilmallock marked ancther séage in the
evolution of the leadership situation in East Limerick. It
signalised the return to officer status of D. O‘Hannigan by
virtue of the fact that he was given charge of one of the
attacking posts, whereas at Ballylanders he had béen merely
a. member of my small garrison - and an unipvited,éthough
very welcome, member at that. i

I believe two or three members of Brigades outside
our area joined our attacking party at Kilmallock. The
only one in that category of whose participation I was
personally aware, however, was Michael Brennan of;Co, Clare.
He was under some form of suspension from his app&intment

|

as Brigade Commander at this time. How he came. to bé

present at Kiim&llock I do not know, but when we were
asembling to open the attack he was on the spot and I was
asked to include him in my section with which\I was to
occupy Herlihy's house opposite the barracks. I treated .
him as an ordinarf Volunteer, to which unaccustomed role
he :eadily adgpted himself, apart from a tendency to be
prolifiec in suggesting alternative courses of action.

This 1rritate§ me - perhaps unduly so_~‘to the point'of
stubborn adherence to my way of doing th;ngs and the
delivery of a sharp reminder as to who was in command.
Actually, he was fully co-operative and held on manfully
through the long engagement at the post to which I assigned
him. This was at a window next to the one where I was

posted. Both these windows faced the front of the

barracks across the street and so shared with thosé of our

1 . Published in "With The I.R.A. In The Fight
For Freedom" (Kerryman Ltd. - Publishers). !
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two ad joining posts - the bank building and Clery's Hotel -
the full volume of the police defensive fire.

This fire, as well as shattering the windows, brought
down in the course of the night a massive curtain pole which
fell on my head. I happened to be wearihg a British army
type steel helmet and so 'escap'ed b/%fng knocked out by the
blow. I had worn this headgear mbre by way of an article
of uniform than with any thought for its protective uées.

It was to figure in a few more incidents before the night
was out.. Still wearing i1t, I was leading my party on to
the main street from a side street in process of assembling
prior to terminating the aetion. The'turn into the main
street brought me into view of the Volunteers assemﬁling
about 100 yards away-at the side of tﬁe barracks. Attired
as I was not dniy in the helmet but a trench-coat type of
waterproof coat, these Volunteers took me to be the
spearhead of the British military reinforcements - thenA
expected to arrive at any moment. I could see from the
sudden moveﬁents of the Volunteers near the barracks that
something out of the ordinary was taking place without
realising that my appearance was the cause. Luckily, my
party was not far in rear and its advent on the scene

quickly established our identity.

Laper, cyecling home with some three or four Volunteers
from the Kilfinane area, we were approaching the half-way
point in our five-mile jburney, when a party of R.I.C.
coming from Kilfinane, and also cyeling, suddenly appeared
150 yards in front of us around a right-angled corner (the
Cross of Black is its local name). We were unarmed having

“dumped" our arms and other equipment with the sihgle
' exception of rmy precious‘steel helmet which huh% on the

handlebars of my bicycle. Even if we had beenlhrmed our ~
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reaction in what was an encounter of mutual surprise would
have been no different as the practice in force at that
stage of our activities required us to make‘good our escape
and hide our identity. . We abandoped our bicycles without «.
delay, climbed the road fence and ran for the next fence
across the field. We thought there was little chance of
our reaching cover before being fired on and followed up by
the police. However, to our surprise, nothing happened,
and we made our way home aeross counﬁry at leisyre. Not
only that, but towards evening I got & message that the
police party had continued to Kilmallock, passing our
bicycles strewn on the roadside as if they - and my steel
helmet - were invisible. A local resident collected all
this proberty and restored it to us .in due course. The
inaction of the police on the occasion was igéxplicable.
The only explanation I could think of was that they were
intent on establishing something in the nature of an alibi.
Throughout the night the explosions in Kilmallock were
~audible to them in Kilfinane and even the flames of the
burning barracks were visible there. Moreover, the police
party in question had to surmount numerous.barricades
erected that night on the route to Kilmalloeck, so there was
no question of their taking us for an innocent cyecling
group apart altogether from our precipitate flight. Most
of these barficades had been manned by local Vélunteers
thﬁoughoﬁt the night, but these men had completed their
period of duty and had withdrawn by the time of our
encounter with the police party - between 7 and 8 a.m.

Whether or not the police recognised me on this
" ocecasion, they could not but be aware of at least the
general nature of my activities at this period.

- Accordingly, it was & natural development when about a
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month or so aftér the Kilmallock operation two members of
the local police garrison paid me a very threatening visit.
I had been expecting something of the kind or actual arrest
for some time ahd usuvally slept away from home at nights.
Normally I was at home in daytime and, while taking soie
precautions against surprise, I relied principally ah the
probability that any raid would be at night. As it turned
but, the visit in question took place around mid-day and,
%hrough a combination of circumstances, the two policemen
were in my presence without warning. They had their
revolvers drawn and after accusing me of being concerned in
the two recent barrack attacks, threatened to shoot me
there and then. Somehow I was convihced from the outset
that\they were merely uttering empty threats and so was
not unduly put out. I did not even expect they would take
me into custody. This may have been because of their |
failure to search me or to ask me any Questions. In any
case, after their displﬁy of truculence they departed

without arresting me or laying a hand on me in any way.

It would be a little before this incident that the
Battalion Commandant, O'Riordan, was arrested'- vefore the
attack on Kilmallock Barracks, I think, He was charged
with being in command of the attack at Ballylanders and got
a sentence which kept him in jail until the Truce.

Perhaps this accusation and sentence had something to do
with O'Riordan’'s subsequent pretensions to which I have
already adverted. Obviously the police had made this
charge against him solely on the basis of their knowledge

that he held office as a Battallon Commander.

Around this peried also we had decided that the

battalion and its area were too big to function effectively

as such. It was in actual size equal to that of some
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.brigades and indeed at one time had been known as the
Galtee Brigade. It was in consequence reorganised into
three-battalions, 5th (Kilfinane), of which I was appointed
Cbmmandant, 6th (Galbally) and Lth (Kilmallock). :The
other battalions of East Limerick Brigade were also now
numbered as 1st (Doon), 2nd (Kilteely), 5rd'(Bruff). This
numbering was not'based on any factor of seniority or
relative prestige, being fixed solely on the order in which
the battalion .areas lay from North to South within the
Brigade boundary. A -peculiar feature of our Brigade
organisation at this'period was that no Brigade Staff,
apart from the Brigadier, existed. It was not ﬁntil late
in 1920, or perhaps very early in 1921, that this staff
formally came into existence by the appointment of D.
d'Hannigan as Brigade Vice-Commandant and of myself as
Brigade Adjutant. I doubt if a Quartermaster was also
appointed at the same time, but much later in 1921 Liam
Hayes filled that post. On this reorganising of thei
component units of the Brigade, i.e., early in 1920, the

chain of command read as follows:

Brigade Commandant - Sedn Wall.
Brigade Staff - None.
Battalion Commandants

lst (Doon) - D, Allis.

2nd (Kilteely)

3rd (Bruff)

4th (Kilmallock)

5th (Galtee) (Kilfinane)
6th (Galtee)(Galbally)

L. Hayes(later, Owen O'Keeffe).

"J. O'Connor(later, G.O'Dwyer).
J. O'Riordan(later, M.Scanlan).
Self (later, Justin MacCarthy)
Sean Lynch. ‘

In between the two barrack attacks - in April, 1920,
I think - we took part in the destruction of recently
evacuated police barracks in accordance with a general order

applicable to the whole country. In my area (5th
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(Galtee) Battalion)_the only such barracks was‘that at
Elton, near Knockloﬁg. We desfrofed this by burﬁing
withoﬁt any diff;culty or interference.. There was another
former R.I.C. barracks in the aéea - at Glenosheen,
Ardpatrick - but as it had not been used as such for a very
lopg time and had been in eivilian occupation for years, it
was not regarded as coming under.the order, though some
members of the local company did, I think, attempt some
partial demolishing of the structufe.

Beginning';n May of this year a series of General
Orders began to issue from Dublin. Coples of these in the-
actual form in which they were received are among my papers
and NumberS 1 to 6 inclusive and Number 10 will be fbund
appended (Appendix F.2).

Affairs now were mounting to a crisis. A British
military garrison had been installed in Kilfinane in a large
detached house near the R.I.C. Barracks. It was of

platoon strength under command of a Lieutenant Rolfe.- This
| garrison arrived about June, l§20. In that month I had my
first meeting with Ernie O'Malley. He was on an
orgahising tour and I met him by arrangement at a pdint on
the Kilfinane:ﬁilmaliock road. He was trévg;ling alone
and on foot. At first sight I took him to be é tramp, his
appéarance being such‘due_both to his dilgpidated'clothing
end ;he_stﬁfé‘of his features. It seems'his face had been
burned and clothing damaged in some mishap with petrol in
-én attack on é police post in Co. Tippérary a short time
pfeviously. I conveyéd him to the accommodation I héd
arranged for him - at Keafney's of Martinstown, Kilfinane,:
a house that was later to become one of thé principal
billeting houses for the Flying Column. O'Malley

remained there for a week or two, holding conferences and
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training discussions boﬁh at that lﬁcation and in ad joining
company afeas. Then and afterwards O'Malley showed he
possessed a Keen mind, great energy and determination. It
he had a fault as an organiser it was one of exXpecting %oo

high a standard of achievement from the average Volunteer.

The month of June, 1920, also saw the advent of a
erucial development in our military technigque - the |
formation of the first Flying Column. This was organised
in my Battalion on the initiative of D. O'Hannigan. He
has givén a detailed and precisely factual account of this
developument in articles published in "An Cosantoir™ (the
Army journal) and in the book "Limerick's Fighting—StorY“
(published by Kerryman Ltd.)® The Flying Columns later.
became such a commonplace feature of the I.R.A. organisation
that it is difficult to appreciate that their advent was 1n
fact a revolutionary idea and anything but an obvious
development. It is only against the background of the
period apg the I.R.A. methods then current that the
innovation can be assessed in true perspective. Until the
idea was given shape, operations had been carried out b&
assembling selected Volunteers for a particular task,

. arming them (usually from a central "dump"), dispersing
them to thgir homes once the task had beeﬁ fulfilleﬁ, and
again "dumping" their main armament gnd equipment. The
great majority of the Volunteers pursued their ordinary
civil occupations'concufrently with engaging'in these
intermittent military activities. This even applied to
many of those then "on the run", the fairly general
practice béing for such Fwante&“ men to avoid arrest by
sleeping away from home at night; resuning their normal
civil routine in daytime while taking such precautions

¥ "An Cosantoir™, Vol. VI., No. 12 (Dec. 1346). -
"Limerick's Fighting Story" (pp. 85-90).
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as they could against béing surprised by a raid duripng that
periocd. If the idea of forming a unit for whole-time
service sounded strange in.a situation so circumstanced,

the aspect of the proposal which appeared utterly fantastic
in the prevailing conditions was that the anit would not
only be continually under arms, but would move through the
country at all times as an armed and formed body. This
latter feature was the direct opposite to the technique
hitherto pursued and seemed incapable of achievement as also.

did the solving of the problem of food and accommodation.

By pefsistence in translating his scheme into fact
and by actual demonstfation of its feasibiiity. principally
in my Battalion area, D. O'Hannigan, howefer, gradually
built up the unit from a small.nucleus. One of the
difficulties to be overcome in the early days was to secure
the goodwill and co-operation of the various Battalion
Commanders. These were virtually supreme in their own
areas and naturally enough viewed with dislike the idea of
an independent unit - one which, moreover, was not
officered at this stage by duly appointed officers -
entering and opergting in their territory. This obstacle, -
too, wﬁs‘overcome and in a\ few months-the unit had a number
of successful engagements to ;ts credit, At this early
period its formal designation was “ActivelService Tnit",
but it was generally reférred to as‘“The.Circusm in m
allusion to its mobility and, to somé extent, b& way of
comment on its novelty. It was a little later that the

title "Flying Coluan® came into use.

By October, 1920, the unit had fought four separate
actions - Ballinahinch, Bruree, Emly and Kildorreryx,

® See "Limerick's Fighting Story% for descriptions
of these actions. : -
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two of which were engagements of considerable intens?ty;
especlally that at Emly where the opposition was a strong
detachment of British military of the Lincolnshire Regiment.
It was not a little ironical, therefore, fhat we should
receive a circular instruction from G.H.Q. dated Lth
October, 1920, directing the formation of Flying Columns.
By that date our Column had been in the field for four
months: and G.H;Q. was fully aware of this.' Howevér, it
would, perhaps,.have been expecting too much to have looked
for some reference to or acknowledgement of that situatiﬁn
in the G.H.Q. eircular which, like all such instructions in
every Army, had to maintain the appearance of omniscience
at all costs. I have preserved the actual circular we

received. A copy of this will be found at Appendix F.

Meanwhile, in July, 1920, I had made arrangements to
decept custody of General Lucas, the British_officer in
comnand at Fermoy, Co. Cork, who had been captured near
therqs_=/§bme ﬁeeks previously, Lucas wés.being moved from
_one locality to another, but the night before he was to
feach my area he escaped. This, in fact, was welcome news
to us as we séw that no advantage was being galned by
keeping him a priscner at the cost of great inconvenience
in guarding and suitably accommodating him. This, too,
segmed to be the attitude of those in charge on the
occasion of his escape as I am absolutely certain that the
~ escape was a permitted one. The persons in charge of
Lucas on that occasion were Michael O'Hehir and the Brennan
brothers, all of Co. Clare, from whence Lucas had just
been moved. The place of intended detention I had
arranged was in a large residence occupied by Mr. David Condon
at Ballinanima, Kilfinane. Mr. Condon, a close friemd of

mine, and an extensive landowner had no political interests.
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He could, in geheral terms, be described as a nationalist
and his co-operative attitude in this instance was the
forerunner of the wonderful collaboration whiech all classes,'
rich and poor, extended to us in East Limerick as the -

struggle reached 1ts climax.

In my own case this climax began to unfold in the
following month. In August, 1920, I had been the target
for another faid. Like the earlier one, it took place in
daytime and I was again taken by surprise. This time,
however, the raid was clearly one planned to get results.
The first I knew of it was to find myself covered by a
revolver held by Lieutenant Rolfe, of the local British
miiitary post, as I looked up from a desk in the office
where I was writing. He confronted me at the other side
of a glass partition beslde the door through which he had
entered after placing, as I could see, a cordon of troops
around the area. The only reaction possible for me as he
moved quickly around the glass partition to my side was to
flick to the floor the sheet of paper on which I was writing
and to put my foot on it. This action of mine was due to
the fact that, as luck would have it, what I was writing,
and had addressed and more than half completed, was a
despatch intended for the Active Service Unit (the Flying
Column). I saw that my very slight movement in getting
rid of the document had passed unnoticed by Rolfe and I was
further assured when his first step on reaching my side was
to go through my pockets and later to begin an examination
of the office in course of which he emptied a waste paper
basket on the floor, merely glancing at the contents and
spilling them close to the document I had discarded and
which by moving my foot I succeeded in mixing up with the

scattered scraps of paper. I was now confident -
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falsely, as it turned out - that my ineriminating despatch

was safe.

If T continue, as I propose to do, to describe this
raid in minute fashion, it is not with any idea that such
detail can be of much interest to the general run of readers
of this record, but solely for two other reasons - to
correct lnaccurate reports published in the press at the
" time concerning the circumstances in which I made my escape
from this raid and to recall events for the benefit of
those.members of my own family for whom interest arises
through thelr intimate acquaintance with the persons and

locations involved.

In his search of my person Rolfe found in my pocket
book a telegram I had received about an hour previously.
In itself the message it conveyed was in no wﬁy
ineriminating being merely information as time of arrival
of a funeral in Kilfinane. However, the funeral was that
of Commandant Patrick Clancy, 1.R.A., who had been killed
attempting to escape from a raid in the Kanturk,.Co. Cork
area. Claney, a native of Cush, near Kilfinane, was very
active in the movement and a first-class Volunteer officer.
He had close associations with my Battalion and was in fact
one of the originators of the scheme from which grew the
East Limerick Flying Column. He had also served for a
short time with that unit on its initiation and had then
takeﬂ up an appointment as Creamery Manager near Newmarket,
Co. Cork. He held office there as Battalion Coﬁmandant and
had just been selected to command the Nortthork Flying
Column then in process of being organised - when he met his |
death.

Rolfe retained the telegram, probably because its
mention of the name "Clancy™ apprised him of its association

with the occurrence in Co. Cork. He then turned his
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attention to a safe, asked to have it opened and called me
and my mother - who had now appeared on the scene - to
witness his handling of the safe's contents. Finding

: ﬁothing to interest him, hé repléced the contents as he
found them. This display of rectitude did not, hcwéver,
prevent the looting of articles of jewellery by either him
or some of his troops as they continued their seafch in
other roons. The search of the office was now drawing to
an end and I was'confident that my discarded despatch would
escape detection. However, Rolfe, to my surprise began to
'go through the papers emptied previously from the waste
paper basket; He took them up scrap by scrap and, of
course, finally came to my uncompleted despatch. I knew
now that my arrest, already probable, was now a foregone
conclusion as what I had written was addfessed to the Active
Service Unit giving the Clancy funeral arrangements and

detailing how a firing party was to be provided by the Unit.

Rolfe retained this document without remark and left
the office to. search other rooms, leaving me where I was
but obviously in charge of a police constable who had
entered the office just before Rolfe made his discovery of
the despatch, With my wits sharpened by a settled
intention to escape arrest at almost any.risk, I had
~noticed that.Rolfe had not giﬁen any formal order or
instruction to the poliée constable. Further, this
policeman (Constéble 0'Connor) was well-known to me as an
easyfgoing type who quite clearly for years past had been
intent on just serving out time io his pension with the
minimam of trouble. It struck me that these circumstancés
might be turned to advantage - to the extent anyhow of my
" getting out of the office to other parfs of the premises.

This would give me a little scope to devise some way of
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getting out of the house and through the cordon.

Accordingly, I began a discussion'with the manager
of our bysiness, Mr. Leahy, who had come into the office while
the search there had been in progress. My discussion, in
the hearing of the policemen, related to the difficulties
Roife would have in opening locked drawers and presses and
the damage he might do. Working up my pretendedlagitation
as to the extent of this damage, I suddenly said that it
would be better for me to take my keys to Rolfe and so avoid
the damage. With the keys in my hand I moved to the door
giviﬁg‘éccess to the inner part of the premises. As hoped
for, the ﬁoliceman made no move to sﬁop me. I was now _
free to move about tﬁe ground floor rooms, Rolfe being
upstairs on the first storey. A quick survey showed no
avenue of escape here and I noted an armed sentry posted at
a side door in a glass portico giving on to the yard.

- Going up to the first storey which Rolfe had now left for
the upper part of the house, I saw that the situation éalled

for ancther ruse and I decided to try one again.

Leaning out of a window direetly over the head of tﬁe
sentry at the side door, I called one of the passing
yardsmen. This was Tom Brazzil, generally known by the
name of "Goatie" Brazzil and famed locally as the full-
forward of the Kilfinane Club Hurling Team which had won
the All-Ireland.

For the benefit of the sentry I loudly accused
~Brazzil of forgetting to do something or other. After the
sentryt's first upward élance, I was able, unseed by him, to
make signs to Brazzil while continuing a tirade of abuse.
The signs consisted simply of the motions of turping a key
and_pointing towards a door in a side wall at the.other

side of the yard. This door had the appearance of giving
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access to store bulidings like a number of others on either
side, but in fact it opened on to gardens at the rear of
'other houses. I had decided to attempt to reach it despite

having to pass the sentry first.

Brazzil was quick to appreciate the situation. When
I saw he was in the act of unlocking the door I moved
downétairs into full sight of the sentry and, still shouting
at Brazzil, walked quickly towards the glass portico as if
to meet Brazzil. My hope that the sentry had been fooled
inio thinking-he was witnessing an incident in the ordinary
routine of the premises was fully justified. He actually
moved his rifle and bayonet aside to give me room to pass.
I still had some thirty yards to go in view of the sentry on
my way towards the door in the wall. Restraining the
impulse to make a rush for it, I reached it without
challenge from the sentry who was probably more Interested

in my abuse ofrBrazzil than iIn where 1 was going.

Once through the door I was outside the cordon, but
ﬁy best route to compleﬁe the escape would bring me within
view 6f it again.’ To take this route I entered the rear
door of a house some fifty yards away. This house was
occupied by & postman, an ex-British soldier.named Clear.
He was not a.native of the locality and took no part in

politics, but I knew him to be a very upright and

. industrious man whom I could trust on an occasion like this.

He gave me a civilian cap which I put on as a partial
disguise as he left me through his front door to the
roadway. This brought me in sight pf the cordon to which
I came within a few yardé as I walked acrosé the road to
another house. Passing through this house (Hennessy's’)

and through a window into the adjoining graveyard I made my
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way to the nearby Presbytery where my good friend, Fr.
(later Canon) John Lee, P.P., accommodated me until the

following day.

Rolfe on his return downstairs was, of course,
astounded not to find me waiting ﬁim in the office. To
have his enquiry for me answered blandly and in 211
innocence by the policeman: "Wasn't he‘with you, Sir, with
his keys® did nothing to improve his temper. After
accﬁsingh&ll and sundry on the premises of complicity and
iésuing dire threats unless my wheregbouté were discloséd,
he began a search of the stores and stables in the enclosed
. yard. Some of these buildings were vefy extensive, three-
storey high, with numerous potential hiding places. After
an exhausting seafch he hﬁd to give up while still under
the impression that I must be somewhere on the premises.
The oniy person likely %o have enlightened him was thé
sentry, who probably realised his error by then, but remained

dumb in self-protection,

O'Connor, the policeman, had to stand & series of
diseiplinary charges preferred against him by Rolfe a few
weeks later. The charges, in the nature of a court-
martial, took days to dispose éf, 0'Connor being defended by
Mr. John Power, Solicitor of Kilmallock. Power, who
subsequenﬁly became State-Solicitor on -the setting up of
Saorstdt Eifeahn, gave me all the details of the trial
which resulted in victory for his client and added some
further bitterness to Lieut. Rolfe's discomfiture.

O'Connor managed to hold on in the R.I.C. until disbandment
of that Force and then continued to reéide in Kilfinane
with his wife and family, a circuﬁstance that indicates

his local reputation.

After settling by means of messengers some urgent
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personal affairs and getting such supplies as needed in the
way of clothing and so on,_I left the Presbytery in the o
morning following the raid and made my way to Martinstown a
few miles distant, to meet the Active Serviée Unit and attend
Commandant Clancy's burial in that townland. I had sent a
message in substitution for my seized despatch and the

Firiné Party was 'in readiness in the vicinity of the burial
ground. Although the British military and the police had
full details of our intentions from the papers taken from

me in the raid, and the funeral cortege actually_passed
through the town of Kilfinane, they did not make any
appearance at the cemetery and the fﬁll military funeral

ceremonial was carried out free from interference..

Now that I was "on the run®, I had to make some |
arrangement for command of the baﬁtalion. At this pericd
when few Volunteers were so situated, it would have been
poﬁsidered umusual, if not impossible, to continue in the
post while necessarily being so mach on the move from place
to place. At a later stage, of course, the position wés
reversed and most Volunteer officers of Brigade and
Battalion rank were in "on the run" category.

Additidnally; in my casé, there were some family matters

to be adjusted consequent on my enforced absence from home.
Accordingly, it was arranged that my;cousin, Justin
MacCarthy, would take over the battalioh.

Until this was effected I remained 1n the area,
principally at Kearney's of Martinwtown, Kilfinane, and
Sheehy's and Carroll's of Ballingaddy near Kilmallock. I'
was able to move about more or less at will by taking
ordinary precaﬁtions and in fact made some trips,

principally on personal business, to Cork, Limerick and
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Kilrush, Co. Clare. In the latter case I initially
contacted Austin Brennah of Meelick and he arranged
facilities which permitted me to travel free on the West
Clare Railway to Kilrush énd to contact there the local
Volunteer officer who provided me with suitable
accommodation. On the second day of my stay in Kilrush

I unexpectedly encountered in Williams!' Hotel a daughter of
a retired policeman who resided in Kilfinane with his family.
This member of the family was employed in the hotel. At
first I was taken aback by the encounter, but I had reason
to be grateful for it the following day. She was tpen able
to tell me that the local police had noted me as a stranger
and intended to bring me to the barracks for interrogation.
With this information I was able to keep under cover and to
take steps to terminate my visit. Mainly through her
agency, a passage was arranged for me that night on one of
the cargo steamers sailing from Kilrush to Limerick. She
also provided food for the journey - and all-night one -

and took great pains to guide me safely to the boat. This:
lady was Miss McCreery who later became the wife of Conor

Whelan (Lt.-Col. Whelan).

Arriving at Limerick Docks in the early hours of the
morning and forgetting that curfew was in force there, I
walked into a patrol of military. Luckily, the patrol was
returning to barracks just on the stroke of the hour at
which curfew ended eaéh morning and I was allowed to pass
‘by. That evening long before curfew hour while looking

into a shop window in 0'Connell Street‘I had a demonstration
| of the extent to which the police dominated that city. A
passing eivilian - a complete stranger to me - came to my
side and whispered: "Get out of it; they are coming".
He moved off at once and I followed his exﬁmple. It“seems

that no one, even the most innccent bystander, was safe at



- 6l -

that time from assault by the police patrols whose actions
were designed to harass and harry the civil population to |
“the maximum extent. The police were able to pursue these
tacties with impunity largely because of almost complete
Anactivity on the part of the Volunteers in Limerick City.
Apart from two or three incidents of no great magnitude,
this situation persisted up to the Truce. Whilé I cannot
speak from first-hand knowledge of the local circumstances,
I know that the cause of the poor show made by the
Volunteérs in the City area had its origin in a section of the
Volunteers resenting the failure of those in command in
Limerick in 1916 to participate in the Rising. From this
there came into being two City battalions, the lst Battalion
more or less controlled by the officers of 1916 vintage, and
the 2nd Battalion comprising both newcomers to the
organisation and those Volunteers who had ;ost confidence in
the local leaders after 1916. Between these two units
relations were such that any concerted action by the
Volunteers in the City was neit to impossible. Later, 1in
the final ﬁhase of the struggle; some improvement was
effected when Mid-Limerick Brigade, comprising the City and
adjoining rural areas, came under the control of such
officers as Dick 0'Connell of Cahirconlish and Sean

- QtCarroll of Castleconnel.

After returning to my own area from the journey to
Kilrush, I moved into Co. Cork to stay with. my cousins, the
Barry's at Ballyiegan, Glanworth. This family had been
connected with advanced nationalist thought over a long
peri&d. One of the family, D;. David Barry, then
Dispensary ﬁedical Officer nearby at Kilworth, had been
prominent in I.R.B. circles with Dr. Mark Ryan in London
in the early years of the century, as had his brother

Thomas Barry. Despite these associations, the Barry
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residence at Ballylegan was a safe refuge such as I needed
for a few months while putting family business matters in.
order; In connection wifh those matters I wanted the
police to be ﬁnder the impression that I had left the
country and to that end wrote a number of letters in that
strain in the expectation that the police would see them.
Whether my efforts to deceive succeeded or not, 1 cannot

be certain, but it is significant that no raids or searches
for me took place subsequent to the raid from which my

escape was made.

Early in December, 1920, my persocnal affairs had béen
put in order and I arranged to rejoin the East Limerick
Column-then near the Cork-Limerick county boundary some six
miles away in the vicinity of Kilbehenney. The Column was
preparing to stage an operation in which mémbers of the
Castletownroche, Co. Cofk. battalion would also parﬁicipate.
In‘addit;on, it had been arranged that the Hotchklss machine
gun captured some time previously in the seizure of Mallow
Military Barracks by the North Cork Brigade would be made
available. The route by which this gun and its team of .
two Volunteers was moving to join the East Limerick Column
passed through Ballylegan. There I joined in and
travelled with the gun and its two gunners on the last leg
of the journey to Kilbehenny, Co. Limerick. I assume the
two gunners were Willis and Bolster who had been prominent
in the Mallow episode’ah@ had been given charge of the gun
in the use Qf‘which they became the acknowledged experts.

I knew their names, of course, at the time but have since
forgotten them. I only name them here by deduct;on from.
knowledge acquired as to the noted association of these two

men with the weapon in question.
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Shortly after rejoining the East Limerick Column -
within a fgw days, I think - I assumed office as Column
Ad jutant and either at the same time, or, at the ﬁost, a
few weeks later, I was also appointed Ad jutant of the
Brigade. The staff position then (December, 1920) was:

Brigade Commandant

- Sedn Wall.
Brigade Vice-Commandant and
0/C Column - D. O'Hannigan.
Brigade Adjutant and _
Column Adjutant - BSelf.

In an undefined capacity, but acting more or less as an
assistant to the Column Commander, or what would now be
called "Operations Officer®, there was also Sean Forde

(Malone) to be listed as one of the staff.

On 17th December the Column moved to Glenacurrane
where it was joined by a section of the Castletownroche, Co.
Cork, battalion under Commandént Tom Barry (Glanworth)}

The ambush location, soﬁe few miles from Mitchelstown, Co.
Cork, on the route to Tippérary, was an ideal site for an
ambush. As the name indicates, its features were thoée of
a glen or ravine, the sloping sides of which‘completély
dominated the roadway over a distance of about a gquarter of
a mile. Both sides of the glen were mannéd by riflemen,
the Hotechkiss gun sited to enfilade the roadway and a tree
felled as a road-block. As the plan had been cut-and-dried
before-my advent, I was content to take over a post on the
western slope and was not, as fér as I can remember,
concerned with the details of how the whole ambush position
was to be occupled. - In any case, I cannot no@ pin-poiﬁt
the actual siting of the various posts other than my own.

This post,'nearly a hundred yards up the slope from the
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road, gave complete cover from view, the slope being
thickly covered with bracken and shrubs, This feature

applied to the position as a whole.

It had been expected that a large convoy would
probably be encountéred, but in the event only two lorries
containing British troops entered the amhﬁsh position
around mid-day. The lorries, each carrying about 10 men,
halted on reaching the felled tree and the occupanté of the
leading one were, I believe, called on to surrender. From
my post, I could not see or hear wﬁat exactly transpired
near the barricade, but the sudden sound of firing was
sufficiept intimation thét the action had begun and my post
at once opened fire on the second lorry halted just below
" us and about 50 yards in rear of the leading vehicle. I
do not think there was any return fire from either lorry,
but I cannot be certain. A few minutes after the first
shots had been fired there was no sign of resistance and it
was only a matter of taking physical possession of the
lorries and their contents. It was found that the majority
of the convoy personnel were wounded, some three or four
fatally. The wounded were taken to a nearby house, given
such attention as was available and left in charge of their
unwounded comrades. A quantity of mails and, of ecourse,
the rifles - a dozen or so ~ found in the lorries were
‘removed and the Column began to mové off after releésing a
number of civilians who had been detained when they passed
through the ambush position prior to the arrival of the

lorries. When some distance away I looked back and
|

noticed that the two vehicles had not been set.on fire.
Returning with a few men who volunteered to accompany me,
we proceeded to set the lorries alight and it was then that

I made a fortunate discovery of a number of boxes of
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grenades previously overlooked - a very welcome addition to
our armament. The seized mails contained a quantity of
British military documents, a selection from which I have
deposited with the Bureau of Military History. These
deocuments had been retaiﬁed by us after we had censored and

.re-déspatched the ordinary correspondence.

As it was now nearing Chr&stmas, the Column dispersed -
for a few weeks. Practically all the members of the unit
being "on the run", this in éffect merely meant that they
broke ﬁp into par£ies of two or three and departed to
localities of their choice, usually their own neighbourhoods
In my own case 1 decided on risking a few hours at home on
Christmas Pay and this was safely effected. It was a
lucky decision. Otherwise I would have been at Tobin's of
Glenbrohane near Ballylanders where I had intended to remaip
over the holiday~period and which I left only on changing
my plans on Christmas Eve. That house was:faided on New
Year's Day in circumstances which made escape impossible
and ngid Tobin and Thomas Murphy, local Volunteer
officers, in whose company I would have been, were shot down

and killed in their bid to aveoid capture.

| Early in January,_l92l, an important consultation
took place between representatives of the six most active
brigades in Cork, Tipperary and Limerick. This meeting,
the first of its kind and one that foreshadowed the
development of‘a divisional organisation, was held at my
cousints house at Ballylegan, Glanworth, Co. Cork, where I
had sheltered during the preceding months. From the

1
minutes of meeting which I possess, I note that the

X See Appendix "GY
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precise date of this conference was 6th January. These
minutes are significant as reflecting the situation at that
juncture over a great part of the South, the needs of that
situation as seen by those bearing the brunt of ﬁhe

confliet in that area and the lines on which it was proposed
to intensify the struggle. Our Brigade was represented at
the meeting by D. Q'Haﬁnigan, the Vice-Commandant. He was
accompanied by Seamus Forde (Malone) more or less as a
companion for the journey and not, as'the mimates

incorrectly indicate, as Brigade Adjutant.

The Column was re-assembling about this date and this
probably had some connection with my absence from the
conference. By'the 12th January the re-assembling must
have been completed because my documentary.reeords contain
the original in manuseript of a report and a memorandum
bearing this date and which I had drafted for signature by
the Vice-Brigadier. Signed by him, it was transmitted.to
'the Brigadier and by him to G.ﬁ.Q. and duly~acknowiedged.§(l)
The repoft and memerandum reflect from the viewpoint of
our Brigade some of the matters which had engaged the
attention of the inter-brigade conference in their wider
aspects and in particular show our anxiety'at the
.difficulties arising for us from lack of operational
activity by the Volunteers in the other parts of County

Limerick.

My records alsoryield a despatch from G.H.Q. dated
for this period. As it relates to a project of
considerable magnitude a copy of this commuhicatien is
appended.x(z) The project in question was that of certain
selected men proceeding to London with a view to executing

the British Prime Minister. At the time, so far as 1T

x(i) See Appendix "H" for a copy of these
communications.

- ®%(2)  Appendix "I".
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can recall, the precise nature of the scheme was not made.
known, the information given to the select'nnmber approached
on subject being that they had the option of volunteering
for an 6peration directed against members oflthe Cabinet in
London and with little prospect of survival by those

engaged 1n.1t. They were given a day in which to decidé
‘and ﬁo convey thelr deciéion by means of a postcard
addressed to the Brigadier in commonplace terms as pre-
arranged to indicate willingness or otherwise. How many
volunteered I do not now remember, but that a number did so

is evident from the wording of the G.H.Q. despatch.

After re-assembling in a locality which as far as I
can recollect was either that of Knockadea, on the Cork-
Limerick boundary, or that of Mﬁrtinstown, near Kilfinane,
the Column, some 20 to 30 strong, resumed its movement
through the Brigade territory. The extent ahd direction
of such movement were governgd by one of three factors, and

frequently by a combination of all three, viz. -

(a) Intelligence reports which indicated potential
opportunities for action.by the Column in a

particular area.

(b) Inteiligence reports calling for avoiding
- action by the Coluﬁn or a move on the
general principle of preventing its precise
location being.pin-pqinted by hostile

intelligence.

(c) Billeting requirements and the desirability
of distributing the burden of accommodating
the Column over as many households and

localities as possible.



- 71 -

Two examples of reports coming within. the second category
have survived aﬁong my papers and a copy is appended.x(l)
Another documentary survival is a ﬁap on which I made a
practice at the time of tracing from day to day the routes
followed by the Column and indicating where the unit
billeted. Because of its interést as a contemporary
record and as an illustration of the mobile nature of the
- Column's actlvities, an exact replica is attached.*ca The
inked orange coloured line on the map indicates the routes
followed and the inked crosses denote where the unit found
billeting accommodation, Such accommodation might'be
availed merely for an overnight stay, sometimes for a day
or two and only rarely for as long as three or four days.
The period to which this particular record relates would
have been the greater part of the months of January,
February and March, 1921. While the route as marked
indicates, in general, a continuous movement in, roughly,
an anti-clockwise direction, some sections of the route
would have been traversed more than once. This would have
arisen through the Column retracing its steps now and then
and later returning by the same route. Something like
‘this must have occurred in the case of that portion of the
route leading to Dromkeen in the vieinity of which the map
shows the Column to have been billeted. As we did not
occupy billets so close to that place at the time of the
ambush there, these indications on the map must relate to

another and earlier visit of which I have now no recollectior

The normal routine attending moving and billeting was
that the local Volunteer officer in charge at the place of
destination was contacted either beforehand or on arrival

‘of the unit. This officer would then allot billets,

®(1) Appendix wgn,
%(2)  Appendix "K".
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impart local military intelligence likely to interest the _
Column and provide sentries during the resting periods of
the unit and later guides fer route-finding if necessary.
On occasion, in localities with which it was familiar, the
Column might make its own arfangements for accommodation,
but at some stage the local officer-in charge would be made
aware of the unit's presence and a consultation would

usually be held with him or his representative.

Whiie the Column's movements were frequently
effected under cover of derkness, using hoth bye-roads and
¢ross-country routes, they were just as frequently made by
daylight; but in such cases were normally cross-country
marches. Advance and rear guards covered all marches,
flank guards being used rarely, if at all. The protection
afforded by sentries detailed by local units had its
prineipal value in ensuring sufficient rest for the Column
personnel rather than in the degree of actual security it
provided. In favourable circumstances the most that these
sentries could do would have been to give warning based on
hearing suspicious noises such as movement of lorries or
seeing moving lights at night. It would have been'too
much to expect the sentries actually to hold up a hostile
raiding party, even when they were armed, which was not
always the case. At the time, of course, we did not
analyee the situation in that way, being quite content to
trust in these arrangements and an element of luck. Our
luck was, in fact, phenomenal until,at %Pst the last month
or so of the conflict.  There were a number of occasions
when the Column found itself just on the outer side of the
cordons drawn by overwhelming numbers of British troops and -
police staging a "sweep" or round-up of a locality. On
those occasions tﬁe time-lag between the noting of our

presence in an area, delivery of this information to the
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hostile intelligence and the actual hostile reaction was
usually, in conjunction with our frequent moves, the cause
of our escape. As time went on, however, it was noticeable

that this time-lag grew progressively shorter, denoting

" either a gradual improvement in the opposing intelligence

service or speed of reaction or bhoth.

It is not to be inferred that the hostile
intelligence was a highly developed organisation in our area
once the police had to abandon their normal patrol system
and were cut off from their one-time free intercourse with
the people. In my view most of such information as
reached the British units in our area was indirect and |
unintentional, that is, as a result of gossip and careless

talk on the part of members of the general public.

Generally, the people had been schooled to carefulness in
this respect, but in the nature of things some indiscreet
remarks were bound to arise from time to time and to reach
hostile ears in one way or another. Indeed, in the
circumstances and allowing for the rather restricted area
in which we operated, it is surprising that, until the final

phase of hostilities, the British were not more successful

in pin-pointing our locatlion from day to day. Now and then

some information of the Column's movements may have been

deliberately conveyed to a British garrison either by one of

‘their vewy few local supporters or an actual intelligence

agent of theirs. We only had one case of a man accused of
spying and another in which it is certain that the location
of an arms-dump was deliberately disclosed. The accusation
of spying was made against a man named O'Corman from, I
think, the Emly area. It was dealt with under the suspices
of the local Battalion, and perhaps because of this, I do
not now recollect ihe detailed circumstances or merits of

the case, but a sentence of execution was imposed which
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resulted in the man being shot. He was not fatally
injured, however, and after being left for dead made his
escape out of the_country. The case of the arms-dump was
one where its discovery must have been caused by treachery
of one of only five or six .persons who knew of its location.
This was beneath the floor of stables in the farmyard of
relatives of mine at Thomastown, Kilfinane, who lived
elsewhere, the place being in charge of a man who was a
reliable member of the I.R.A. ﬁith his co-operation, I :i..-.u.
arranged for a tradesman, also an I.R.A. man and trustworthy,
to construct tpe dump. When completed it was a solidly-
construgted chamber, brick-lined. Access was by means of

a small trap-door flush with the ground level, the whole |

being covered by a deep layer of litter.

One day in May, 1921, the farmyard was visited by a
number of police. This party at once began to clear out
the floors of all the stables in the stable-block, ignoring
all other buildings. Eventually they uncovered the trap-
door, and removed the contents of the dump. These contents
inéluded explosives, fuses, some shot-guns, and a German
Maxim machine-gun. This latter item had been seized by us
in the house of an ex-British officer during the'preceding
year. For a time, the Column retained this weapon, more
for the sake of its impressive appearance than for its
utility. Apart from its heavy weight making for difficulty
in transporting it, there was some defect in its mechanism
which permitted it to fire only one round at a time.

These circumstances and the fact thap only one member of
the Column - Maurice Meade, a former soldier of Casement's
Irish Brigade in Germany - had any knowledge of it, soon
led to the weapon being "dumped". We had this gun with
the Column at the time of the Glenacurrane action in

wers
December, 1920, but I am now uncertain if it & actually
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It was generally accepted - and I subscribe to the
assumption - that a particular individual had been the
source of the information on which the police had acted.
This man, an ex~British soldier of low-grade intelligence
but otherwise well-behaved, had been alldwed, rather
reluctantly, to join the Column for a short period. He
was pot invited to re-join, however, when the unit re-
agssembled after a brief disbandment. Resentment of thié
is believed to have caused him to betray the dump's |
location which had come to his knowledgé through being sent
there from the Column on one occasion to help in moving
equipment. it was not a matter that could easily be
brought home to the alleged culprit and no action against
him resulted. Some years later he committed suleide. The
discovery of this dump is related in detail in 5 captured
" British Intelligence document to qpich I shall again refer
and which will be found in its original form among the

appendices.®

As 1 have here interposed some remarks oﬁ the general
conditions under which the Flying Column existed, scme
comments are called for on its basic operationai methed -
namely the ambush technique. Much miéconception exists on
this question, especially in civilian minds mislead by |
propaganda and ignorant of military h;story and the
principles of war. At the time; it suited the Briﬁish to
.propagate the idea that there was something underhand, even
cowafdly and murderous, in the ambush tacﬁic. To refute
that allegation is easy and 5y ne means a question of
relying, as. some do, on that outworn - and untrue - tag,

"All is fair in love and war®. Instead, complete

3 ‘Appendix ®"N®.
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refutation is to be found in one of the age-old, universal
and fUBdamental Principles of'War - the. Principle of:
Surprise - in the application of which the ambuscade tactic
is one of numerous recoénised techniques employed by every
warring nation since the_eafliest times. Innumerablé
writers of repute could be guoted on this point, but it
suffices, and will be more appropriéte, to refute the
British ouﬁ'of their own mouth, as it were, by citing one
of their foremost military historians. Writing in his
well-known work, “Small Wars", the author, General
Callwell, has this to say: '

“Thebqﬁestion of forming ambuscades in small .
wars is one which has hardly received the attention
which it deserves. Stratagems of this kind have

. hardly been so often attempted by regulaf troops in
' operations of this class as they might have -been,
considering that the terrain and the conditions are

often favourable to their successful execution."

And again:

"he forming of an ambuscade requires skill
and eye for country. The great 6bject to bear in

mind of course is that the enemy shall not become

aware of its presence till the concealed party is

actually in a position to strike."

Before riniéhing with this basic background to the
Column's activities a féw comments will not be ouﬁ of
place on other basic matters - discipline, sources of
intelligence and training. Under the head of discipline
a very high standard pfevailed. That this was so derived
mainly from tﬁ;_fapt that the members of the unit were -

selected men, willingly and enthusiastically submitting
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themselves to all that membership of the Column invoived
an@ hdlding a passionate conviction in the justiée of their
cause. Normally, a great|danger to be feared would have
been over-indulgence in drink. It was remarkable,

however, that this hazard was avolded. = While the mg jority

- of the'Column were teetotallers, those who were not

practically became so for their period'of service with the
uwnit and loyally obeyed the striét “no.drinking" rule.

This was all the more notable in view of fhe conditions
under which the Column operated. The members of the unit
got no cash payment whatever (acration of cigarettes ard,
where needed, articles of.clothing were provided), but this
factor had no connection with the abstention from drink as
the opportunities for obtaining it were numerous either by
way of gifts or selzures. We only had one case calling

for diseiplinary action.

This arose through a few Volunteers temporarily with
the Column gaining access to the cellars of a place known
as Galtee Castle. In their explorations of the cellars
they sampled the contents of a variety of bot;led drinks
and became somewhat intoxicated - more from the variety of
the ligquor consumed thaﬁ the quantity. In the outcome
when makiné their way back to their nearby biliets, a rifle
was acéidentally.discharged and one of the party Was‘shot’
in the foot. We court-martialled the culprits and imposed
penalties the details of which I forget. I remember,
however, that a very minute record of the charges and phé
proceedings' of the court was made by me. This record
shortly afterwards fell into hostile hands through seizure o
my haversack when a horse and trap in which I had been '
travelling was held up and searciied by police. I had
pﬁrposely left the haversack in the tfap to be carfiedlto

my next stopping place while I made a detour across
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country. No harm was done by this record being discovered
as its contents could got disclose any inforumation
dangerous to us, and, as far és I remember, even the driver
of the trap avoided arrest in some way. Indeed the
capture of this record was all to the good as 1t was
calculated to impress the opposing forces that our
organisation was highly developed and well disciplined. 1

happened to be familiar with military law procedure and the

‘court-martial charges were phrased and the proceedings

conducted and recorded precisely according to the British

practice.

The capture of another documeﬁt on the same occasion
had, however, more serious consequencés. This document was
also in my haversack and was a copy of an R.I.C. coded
telegram passed to me from the Kilfinane Post Office where
the assistant, Miss May Bourke, regularly transmitted all
such police messages through our local Battalion
Intelligence Officer, my cousin, Mr. D.P. MacCarthy. In
consequence of this seizure Miss Bourke was arrested and
received a long term of imprisonment which she served in
Mount joy Gaol until after the Truce. Later, I am glad to
say, we weré able to repay her services by obtaining for
her an appointment in the Civil Service. This access to
police telegrams was one of our channels of intelligence,
though, as far as my recollecﬁion goes, it did not yield
mach data of éreat consequence to us locally. But the
material thﬁs obtained had its uses as 1t -was transmitted
to the Director of-Intelligence in Dublin and he was in a
position to decode it. I cannot recall whether he |
provided us with the key to the code as I believe was done
in the case of some other Brigades. I think the

procedure in our case was that he would send back the
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decoded version of any messagé likely to be of any local
value. In any event"the volume of thése messages Secured
by us was not large and I am almost certaln that the
Kilfihane Post Office was the only éburce of‘them in the

Brigade area.

Much more valuable to us was inteiligence secured
by less spectgcular means - that of close observation of
the British movements and routine by our Company,
Battalion and Brigade Intelligence personnel. The value
of this ﬁas enhanced by the extent to which the British
maintained movements at partidular times, and by specific
routes, & situation that existed until the Spring of 1921.
From about that time the hostile movements became somewhat
more difficult to prediet and they tended to be less of a
pattern. In effect, of course, almost every member of
the public was an intelligence égent of ours and made it
their business to pass on to us warnings or other
information likely to be helpful. We had no agent
serving in the hostile forces in our area nor any other
direct source.of information from within the hostile camp.
One member of the Bléck and Tans in the Kilfinane Police
garrison did, however, contact ué through the local Parish
Priest and aftef some negotiation we arranged to give him
asylum when he deéérféd. He did'deseft and we got him |
away safely after sheltering him locally for .4 week or
twé. I had a conference with him after his desertion,
but theré was littie or nothing théplhe could give us in
the way of uéeful information. To the best of my memory

hisiname was'Reynolds. Many years afterwards he was

. recognised and spoken to near Dublin by my cousin, D.P.

MacCarthy, who had been Battalion Intelligence Officerwhen
the desertion was arranged. Reynolds was much put out by

this encounter and indicated that he did not want to be
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recognised. I do not think that this attitude threw any
dpubﬁ on the bona-fides of his desertion;_ We-wefe |
satisfied at the time that it was a genuine case, though
probably not inspired by any motives of patriotism.

As regards the matter'of training in tbe Column, the
position was that the members came to the unit already_well
grounded iﬁ essentials - ability to use their weﬁpoﬁs, a
rough-and-ready knowledge of field signals, good march
diseipline and, above all, a willing submission to orders.
Given those éu&lities, nothing was called for in the way
of actual training within the Column. It would in fact
have been a mistake, one calculated to blunt the spirit of
initiative and individual self-reliance required of
guerilla fighters. We did do a very small amount of arms
and foot drill, but beyond thét there was no formal
instruction, and the drill in gquestion was updertaken in
quiet periods now and then and more for<thelsaké of keeping
the men employed than f;r any reason of its practical

utility.

To return to a chronological séquence - the middle
of Jaﬁuary, 1921, found the re-assembled Column, as I have
stated, beginning a resumption of its moyement through the
Brigade area. This movement began in the southern section
of the area and proceeded in a north and north-east
direction, the route being that traced by the eastward
section of the line marked on the map given at Appendix
wKw, At a few places along this route,Jéspecially in the
neighbourhood of Cullen, we occupied bositions in the
expectation of engaging parties of the hostile forces, but
none of these expectations materialised until 3rd February
when the action at .Dromkeen took place. We had been

planning this engagement for some time and most of our
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movements in the latter half of Jamiary were in the nature

of manoceuvring so as to be near at hand when the opportune
pccasion arose. I have deseribed this action and its
background- eircumstances in three published articles, of
one of which a proof copy (with a sketch map) will'bg found
in the appendices.!(l)Of the other twé articles, one, with
somewhaf less detail, appeared in the book, "Limerick's .".r.x
Fighting Story" (Kerryman Ltd.), and the other, a detailed
military study; was published in the.Army Jjournal, "An
Cosantdir® in its issue of December, 191,3. The only
addition now called for to these narratives is to record
that two of the Black and Tan memberé of the police convoy
were executed immediately after the action. They were
discovered hidihg on the roadside and takén into custody.
After questioning, their execution was.ordered by the Column
Commander acting, as he stated, in accordance with the
terms of a G.H.Q. General Order or Proclamation then in

force as a :reply to a similar British proclamation

‘ordering the shooting on the spot of any of our troops

captured with arms. I do not myself recall that G.H.Q.

formally issued such an order, but it is nbteworthy that

its issue was specifically called for at the conference of
Southern Brigades held a month previously and that this

request is recorded in the minutes of that conference.xcz)

‘What I have termed "questioning" of these two prisoners

may well have been a drumhead courtmartial - I do not know.
I had been at the other end of the ambush position at the
time and I came on the scene only when the whole matter had

been settled.

¥(1) Appendix "L%, Published in "With The I.R.A.
In The Fight For Freedom" (Kerryman Ltd.)

®(2) '~ Appendix %G*™, Paragraph 2.
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In moving away from Dromkeen we took the route to
the southward towards the Bruff locality as indicated on
the map (Appendix "K"). On February 10th we were billeted “
in the Martinstown area north of Kilfinane. Here occurred
the capture of a British aeroplane in circumstances which
are corréctly described in a short article (ascribed to
"Yolunteer Officer") in thé book, “Limerick's Fighting
Story?. Because of its accuracy, I reprodﬁce most of this
grticle here. Its author is not known to me, although
some of its details suggest to me that I must have been the
source, directly or indirectly, of much of'its contents at

some time or other.

"It was carried out by a sectlion of the Flying
Column numbering about half-a-dgzen men, under the
command of Sean McCarthy, Adjutant of both the
East Limerick Flying Column and the East Limerick
Brigade, and now Lieut.-Cpldnel attached to the
Army General Staff. McCarthy and his men were
billeted in a district which lay between Kilfinane,
Martinstown and Cush, when they observed,'flying
low, an aeroplane which, it transpired later, was
flying from Oranmore in Galway to Fermoy, County
Cork. As it was apparent that the pilob was in
aifficulty the Column Commander decided that they
should make an attempt to bring the aeroplane down.
Accordingly, as it flew low over the position which
they. oeccupied they opened rapid fire upon it, and
in a few moments were thrilled to see it.land about -

-half-a-mile from the spot from which the attack was
made. It was never learned whether the 'plane .
came down directly as a result of the I.E;A. fire.

The attackers immediately rushed towards the spot
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where the 'plane, a Britiéh military type, had
landed, and around which a number of local people had
already congregated. Shots fired into.the air by
the approaching I.R.A.men prompted the pilot to
comment, "these are our men"; but the people
answered back, "no, they are ours". The  assembled
eivilians immediately dispersed and the I.R.A. called
upon the pilot to surrender, but he refuged to do so.
He took up a position in a hollow in the field, but,
as he appeared to be unarmed thg I.R.A. did not wish
to injure him. Howéver, they immediately proceeded
to .set tﬁe 'plane on fire, having first removed the
pilot's equipmént and a number of military documents.
Having achiéved their objective by the destruction of
the 'plane the I.R.A. withdrew without delay, taking
the pilot with them. His obsérver had got away
before they_reached the scene of the cragh, and as
British reinforcments were expected at any moment,
there was: no point in the members of the Column
unnecessarily delaying their departure. It was not
intended to hold priscner for. an. indefinite period
the pilot whose name was Flight iieutenant Mackey;
rather it was intendéd to keep him merely for as long

a period as the safety of the Column dictated.

Following the destruction of the aeroplane and
the capture of the pilot, an ultimatum from the
British military forces to the people of the town of
Kilfinane was conveyed by the Black-and-Tans
stationed there. The wltimatum threatened that the
town would be bombed from the alr unless the pilot
was released within a specified time. Upon receipt -

of the ultimatum the I.R.A. decided that they would
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not release the pilot until such time as it p&éased
themselves to do so and, consequently, he wﬁé
brought about with them fro% billet to billet, for a
number of days. Flight Lieutenant Mackey turned out
to be a decent fellow, and many humorous stories
recall the period during which he was a prisoner of
the I.B:A. He was treated with every consideration ¢. “.:
" during captivity, and could not understand why the
I.R.A. should be operating in flat country, &s it
had been his belief tﬁat all "Shinners" confined
themselves to the mountains. He was amﬁzed, too,
to find a number of ex-British soldiers in the Flying
Column, and considered their's the “gréssest
disloyalty". “Ultimately when told-of his release,.'
he asked Séan McCarthy for a létter to his Commanding
Officer in Fermoy, indieating that he had been held
against his will. That was given him and, iﬁ.turn,
he gave Sean McCartﬁy, as Officer in charge of the
Column, a letter thanking him for the favourablg‘r
treatment he-had been given by his captors, and
because of which he promised to do them no harm when
he re-joined his YUnit. In that respect he kept his
word because, subsequently the Fefmoy Black-and-Tens
brought him.on tour of the area to discover the
location of his captivity and, if possible to identify
his captors. Brought to a stud farm where he had
been held a prisoner, he saw in the diningroom racing
tfophies which he had admired a short time previously.
When askéa bf the Black-and-Tans if he had been

previously in that house, he answered "no'.

Prior to the release of the pilot the Black-and-

Tans did everything possible to terrify the people of
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Kilfinane by every means at their disposal. Theixy
efforts were augmehted by =@ squadron of aefoplanes,
which appeared over the téwn and d;opped what
appeared to be bombs,. Loud éXplosions followed,
but no material damage was done as apparently‘only
smoke bombs had been used, All the while the
local I.R.A. Company in Kilfinane was mobilised and
in readiness to protect the town from further

hooliganism by British forces.®

I still havevthe letter given me by Lieutenant
Mackey. A photoétaﬁ copy has been lodged with the Bureau
of Military History and a typescript copy is iﬁcluded here
in the appendicesx. The propellor of this plane was the
only part unaffected by the fire we set going, and it was
removed later by the British to the police barracks at
Kilfinane. There we took it over with the barracks after
the Trﬁce and eventually presented it to the National

Museun where it is now displayed.

_ Our rnext movement was in the nature of a forced
Ccross- country march to evade the expected reactions of the
hostile fprcesu‘ The route taken was northward from
Martinstown to vicinity of Sheerin's Cross on the
Kilmallock-Bruff main road and thence westward to Athlacca
(see map). Our prisoner was ill-eguipped for this journey
as he was wearing light shoes and silk socks and our route
traversed considerable tracts of wet and marshy ground. |
However, he was quite cheerful and made no complaints.

In the courée of the march we had occasion’now and then to
take cover as alarms of one xind or another were signalled

back to us by our advanced party, especlally at places

Appendix "M".
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where a roadway had té be crossed. This gave us the idea
of outting on an act' to impress our prisoner who we knew
would eventually be making a report to his superiors.
Accordingly, at frequent intervals the Column Commander
sounded his whistle and gave a qﬁmber of field signals by
hand. Whether or not these signals conveyed anything
intelligible, they were acted on as if they did and all
sectioné of the unit went through a seemingly ?urposeful
series of.tacticél evolutiohs, transmission of fire ordefs
and an interchange of further hand signals‘between the
various sections. In all, Sur prisoner must have
received impressions calculated to make him assess our
capabilities at a higher standard then they warranted in
fact,

At our billeting area near Athlacea I had a visit
from my Parish Priest, Canon John Lee, who cycled from
Kilfinane to see me with a view to getting our prisoner
released and thereby save his parishoners from the
threatened reprisals. This put mé in a very awkwa;d
predicament. Apart from my own interests and those of my
family being.involved, there was the almost insuperable
difficulty of refusing a reguest from this saintly man, who,
moreover, had proved a very good friend to me. However,
more as é way out of the difficulty than as a statement of
fact, I pléaded that the decision did not rest with me and
thét I had to obey orders. Canon Lee accepted this with
good grace. Indeed; as it transpired later, he. treated my
attitude as praiseworthy to an extent beyond its merits.
This sequel arose in connection with my Militafy Service
Pénsion claim. Subject to appeal, my initial application
had been rejected. This was an astonishing ruling on a

claim which was fully documented and proved down to 1its
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final comma. A partial rejection ﬁould have had some
semblance of a judicial award, but for the rejection in toto
the ohly explanation that occurs to me - and if it 1s the
true one it implies a very low standard of probity on the
part of the Pensions Board - is that the Board at this
period was rejecting applications arbitrarily, and in the
hope that some of the claimants would not go to the trouble
of appealing. If that seems incredible, how élse explain
the fact that, on appeal, thé Board mgde aﬁ award to the
‘maximum of my entitlement although the only additional
evidence submitted was my own affidavit and a letter from
Canon Leeé This letter adverted to the incident concerning
the prisoner, Mackey, and drew conclusions thereffom which,
however flattering they might be to me, could hardly have
justified turning the scales so completely in favour of the

¢laim.

By the time the British ultimatum concerning our
prisonerlhad expired, the Column had moved southwards from
Athlacca and eastwafds to vicinity of Kilfinahe (see map).
From a point near our billeting area there we had a clear
view of the tﬁwn and saw the British 'planes arrive at
"zero hour". They circled over the town and began
dropping whaﬁ at first sight 'appeared to be high-explosives,
but it soon became obvious that they were using smoke-
bombs set to explode before reaching the ground. No action
being called for, the Column moved nérthward through Mount
Coote and Bulgaden (see map) and our prisoner was then
taken at night-time to a wayside station and reieased by
being put on a train. This would have been 13th February,
as dated by the letter given me by the prisoner |
(Appendix "M") though it is just possible that the actuél
release did not take plgce_until the following date.
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Another change of direction was now made in the
viciﬁity of Sheerin's Cross and the Column turned to the
east traversing in the opposite direction the route
previcusly followed after the capture of the aeroplane.
Veering south through Elton (see map) the unit‘continued
towards fhe Co. Cork boundary, billeting at various piaces
en route,. It was, I think, at this Jjuncture that we
narrowly escéped an extensive "round-up™ in the foothills
_of the Galtees. Given the alarm at daﬁn one morning by
our sentries, we rose to find the roadway a few hundred
yards distant liped with military lorries from which the
occupants were beginning to dismount. | As we looked on,
theylbegan to glimb the mountain side in a long line moving
in a direction away from our billets. We therefore had no

difficulty in moving out of the danger zone.

Thenceforth, until end: of March or early in April,
the Column was continually in movement through the Brigade
area. Most of the routes marked on the mep must have been
traversed many times and in different directions, though I
do not now recollect the segquence of ;he various moves
during this period. In any event at the end of March or
very early in April?the Column was in the vicinity of
Bruree with the intention of entering the West Limerick
Brigade area. It had been decided that something should
be done to induce that Brigadé to adopt a more aggressive
policy and so take some of the pressure off our area.
Another decision also taken at this stage was that
circumstances required my setting up a fixed Brigade
Headquarters as the effort on my part to fulfil the dual
appointment of Brigade Adjutant and Column Adjutant became
progressively more difficult. In a sense such &~

headquarters already'existed at the Brigade Commander's
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dug-out shelter at Uregay®, Bruff, but he had become more

.and more involved in political and Local Govérnment affairs.
As Chairman of the County Council, his duties in that
capacity in the prevailing circumstances engaged his
attention almost whole-time and, as I have already mentioned,
it wés a sphere for which he had.greatlaptitude and in which

he gave magnificent service.

To choose a suitable site_for the new headquarters
I left the Column in the Bruree area and moved to Cush, .
near Kilfinane, where I stayed a few nights in a dug-out
maintained by the local Company and made various day-time
journeyé seeking a good location for the headquarters.
It had been decided that this, too,. should take the form of
a dug-out rather than use a house f&r the purpose.
Eventually, a site.ﬁas selected on Lynch's farm at
Stephenstown, Eiton. fhere in a wide "double-diteh"
(actually a double-bank or fence. 1In Co. Limerick the usual
name for a fence is "ditch".) an excavation was made to take
é sectional wooden hﬁt whiéh had been donated by the
_Kilfipane Creamery through the agency of my cousin D.P.
MacCérthy (local Battalion I.0.) Carted to the site in
sections by one of the O'Donnell family of Cush, it was re-
erected in the excavation, covered over with grass sods
level with the surface of the rest of the bank. Access
was by a trap-door, also éodded1qgglight was provided by a
window hidden by a deep clump of briars. In its finished
state it could not be detected visually by a stranger
walking at the sides or even on top of the bahk} In this
refuge we were able to provide four bunks, sufficieht space
for office work and cooking.facilities. Two or three
members of the 0'Donnell family of Cush, assisted by
Edmond Barrett, who had attached himself to me from the
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time I went “on the run", and & local Volunteer, Jack

Howard, were responsible for all the work of construeting

- this dug-out. The regular occupants were Barrett, P.

O'Donnell (0/C, Cush Company) and myself. Howard was given

accommodation there now and then, and at a later stage the

District Court Registrar, Fogarty, became one of the

permanent occupants so as tb facilitate co-operation between
ﬁhe civil aﬁd military sides, a very .-necessary link seeing
that all the ordinary "law and order" affairs of the area
were now in our control. I remained at this headQuarkers
until the Truce, except for one of twc brief absences, one
of which was caused by a false alarm that its location had
been betrayed. In fact only a severely restricted number
of persons knew 1ts precise site. Even the carriers of
the large number of messages and despatches pf all kinds
which we dealt with daily did not know.its location as they
made deliveries to a hidden roadside "post~-box" we maintained

at a point half-a-mile away.

The Column, meanwhile, had made its entry into West
Limeriek and shortly after doing so and making contact with
the Brigadier there, they were involved in an action early
in April at Baliyhahill in the course of which he (Brigadier
Finn) was killed. This was but a prelude to a series of

disasters in the next of which our own Brigadier was killed

"in the course of the following month in circumstances to

which I have already adverted 1n-the early pages of this
record. Then,rlater in the same month, there occurred
the actions at Sraharla and.Lackelly in both of which we

had heavy losses. In these two acticns the Column were on
the defensive having been subjected to surprise attacks.

The second of the tﬁo actions, that at Lackelly, was notable

for the manner in which our men fought back after the
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initial reverse, recovered the bodies of those killed,
released prisoners and captured the biecycles on.which‘the

attackers had arrived on the scene.

O'Hannigan now became Brigadier ih.succession to
Wall and it was probably at this period that Sedn Forde
(Malone) became Vice-Commandant of the Brigade. He had
been in British custody since his arrest at‘thé beginning
of the year during a visit he made to Cork City and had now

escaped from Spike Island.

This month of May, 1921, also featured our capture of
coples of the "Weekly Intelligence Summary", a secret
document lissued by Generai Strickland, the British
Diyisionai Commqnder in Cork, who was in charge of all the
British military operating in Munster. One of the four
original copies is appended® and is complete except for two

missing pages. These two pages are, however, represented

in the appended copy by inserted pages marked 2(a), 2(b),

2(¢), 2(d) and 2(e) reproduced from the other copies in my

possession. In binding this appended copy at some time or

‘other the loose pages were not inserted in proper sequence.

To avoid damage they are left in that‘state, but the
correct sequence is indicated by the figures inserted in

ink oﬁ the top right hand corner of each page.

The precise manner in which we got possession of
these papers escapes my memory, but it had some connection
with an inecident in the Kilteely locality. In any event,
this document proved of special value to the I.R.&. counter-
espionage as the Anglo-Irish Waf reached its climax in the
Summer of 1921. Immediately after its capture I

circulated extracts to the I.R.A. Brigades affected in the

* Appendix “N"..
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Southern Divisions, and to the Director of Intelligence at

General Headquarters, Dublin.

It contents, while wildly inaccufape in some
instances and highly coloured by propaganda in others, were
factual in general, and were a notable sidelight on the
operational background in the South in 1921. In particular

they afforded some evidence of the two important

-

developments which were in progress about this time:

(1) A slight but definite recovery in the British
intelligence system previously rendered almost
harmless by the effect of I.R.A. action against

its eyes and ears, the R.I1I.C.-

(ii) An improvement - largely as a result of the
foregoing degree of recovery - in British
operatiopal.methods against the I.R.A. Flying
Columns. With better information, the British
were beginning to operate increasingly across
country, and to stage more and moré "yound-ups™
better timed and locatéd-in relation to the
movements and billeting a:éas of the I.R.A.

As an example in this connection, the entries
relating to East Limerick Brigade were in the
main accurate statements of events in that area
on thé dates concerned. (It also includes
particulars of the discovery of our dump at
Thomastown, Kilfinane, to which I have already

referred.)

The interesting feature of these two developments is
that they were bound to transform the character of the
I.R.A. organisation and tacties then in vogue in the South

had not the Truce intervened before they had been in
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progress long enough to produce full effect. As it was -

again taking East Limerick as an example - the overwhelming
numbers frequently concentrated against the'Brigadé Flying
Column in "sweeps" and "round-ups" from mid-1921 onwards
were growing more difficult to counter, based,
as they obviously were, on a constantly improving flow of

information.

Already at this time we were in fact in process of
making organisational changes which would have led in turn
to a fundamental change in our methods of tactical
operation. The Column was sub-divided into two sections and
a further sub-division into Battalion Columns was under way
when the Truce intervened. The advent of the Truce was
announced and our attitude defined by two Divisional Orders,
the originals of which are in my possessionx and the terms
of the Truce were notified to us in a circular entitled
"Instructions to Liaison Officers" issued by G.H.Q. The
original of this circular is also'among my papers and a copy

is attached ("Appendix "PW.

The contents of the two Divisional Orders clearly
echo the assumption that hostilities would be resumed.
bpinion among tﬁe Volunteers was also generally in accord
with this view at the time. ﬁut as the negotiations
continued it became more and more obvious - at least to
many whose position of authority 1ed them to make a
eritical assessment of the situation - that any reversion

to military confliet would have to adjust itself to an

.entirely changed set of circumstances. Already, as 1

have shown, for some months prior to the Truce an
alteration in our operational methods was being forced on

us. How, if hostilities re-opened, a really radical

-

* Copies at Appendix "“O".



- 9L -

transformation of tactics would be called for due to the
fact that the former whole-hearted co-operation of the mass
of the people could not be re-captured. As the
experiences of some of our Northern brigades had shown, and
as the events of the subsequent Civil War were to emphasise
still more, any worthwhile guerilla war against a
numerically superior and undefeated enemy cannot be

pursued for long in the absence of support, active or
bassive, by the great bulk of the general population in the

area of operations.

That, plainly, was the military situation as the
terms of the proposed Treaty became known. It was a
situation which was bound to influence reactions of many of
us to the terms of the proposed settlement.l It did not
necessafily mean that the actual Treaty terms could not or
should not be rejected by us; what it did imply was that
some degree of compromise'- though possibly a very slight
one - was called for by the logic of the circumstances.
Moreover, the mere acceptance of a Truce on our part
implied our adoption of that attitude and entering on

negotiations emphasised it still further.

The question of whether the Treaty was a good or
bad settlement is outside the scope of this record. What.
I underline is the inescapable fact that, the military
situation being what it was and the effect on the people
capablg of being easily foreseen, no one in authority on
our side should have been a party to acceptance of a
Truce unless he was ready to accept some modification,
however small, of our political claims. Otherwise the
Truce had no logical justification and could only

operate greatly to our military disadvantage by forecing’
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us to resume operations in circumstances altered radically

in favour qf the hostile forces.

To bring this parrative to a closé,‘I append® a
tabular statement of the principal actions in which_East
Limerick Brigade was involved. This tabulation Wa;
compiled in 1945 at the request of and aeposited with
Archives Section, Department of Defence. In closing, I
cannot more fittingly conclude than in repeating my
tribute to the ordinary people of the Limerick
countryside, They, and their counterparts in other
counties, were, as I have said, the true heroes of our
war against the English. Truly - to paraphrase and
reverse a famous phrase - “never did so few owe so much

to so many".

K —
W
SIGNED f— % J
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- THE PRESENT CRISIS,

.

»

MANIFESTO

Issued by the Executive_‘(’.ommittee of the Irish

-

_Voluntgers, I5th July, 1915.

~

The British Government has ordered four Irishmen
to leave Ireland. No charge has been brought against
them, 'no fault has been imputed to them, they have

not been summoned to defend themselves before any

tribunal, no explanation has been given. They have

received _peremptory written orders to leave Ireland,.

their own country, within seven days. They have re-
ceived these orders from a British authority established
by force in Ireland, and not from any Irish authority.

The men who have received this arbitrary sentence of
banishment from Ireland, without trial of any kind,
without any cause stated, complaint made, or warning
given, are organising instructors and prominent officers
of the Irish Volunteers. Three of them are Ulstermen,

. one of whom is a well-known business man in Belfast.

The order for banishment, like previous deportation
orders, is nominally given, under the Defence of the
Realm Act by General Friend, on behalf of the military
authorities. General Friend is, in these acts of hostility
to" the Irish Volunteers, required to act as the political
agent of the Government. The orders of deportation
and - banishment directed to members of the Irish
Volunteer organisation are, in fact, the continuation,
under Mr, Birrell’s direction, of the ** Curragh revolt *’
under General Gough, the Clontarf centenary expedi-
tion under Mr. Harrel, now reinstated in the Govern-
ment service, and the shooting down of unarmed
citizens at Bacheloir’s Walk,

General Friend, in giving -these orders, acts entirely
at the instance of Mr. Birrell’s subordinate officers.
For a long time'before the banishment orders were
issued on the twelfth of July, Mr. Birrell’s officers were

‘instructed to keep a constant watch both by day and
night on the organisers now sentenced t¢ banishment,

and to note and report.all their words and movements.
It was known to the members of the Irish Volunteer
Council, before any action “was taken by the military
authorities, that the political authorities of Dublin
Castle had decided to proceed against the men now
ordered into-exile, | : -

The fact that Mr, Birrell’s departmient had kept up
the strictest surveillance over these men for several
months past, shows that Mr. Birrell desired to obtain
some evidence that might enable him to .act against
them by processof.law, civil or martial. He fajled to
obtain any such evidence, and, having failed, he re-
sorted to the purely arbitrary powers exercised nomi-
nally by the military, authority. It is evident that, by
this policy, Mr. Birrell’'s Government hopes either to in-

e ————— -

-Volunteers in Dublin, and was continuous from that

timidate the Irish Volunteers or to provoke them into
acts of unconsidered resistance. The Government will
not succeed in either respect. The Irish Volunteers
will continue training and strengthening their organi-
sation to the maximum of efficiency, and making them-
selves more and more worthy of the confidence and
support of the Irish Nation. ’ :
In the case.of -previous acts of hostility to the Irish
Volunteers, Mr. Birrell has partly attempted to escape
from responsibility by a form of words, and to place
responsibility on the military authorities; he has partly
endeavoured to justify his actions on the ground that
the - attitude of the Irish Volunteers *““'in the present
crisis ’’ is not in accord with the sort of *¢ loyalty ** that
he €xpects from the people of Ireland. By the present
crisis Mr. Birrell means the present war. The hostility
of Mr. Birrell’s Government to the Irish Volunteers
began openly with the Arms Proclamation of December,
1913, immediately . after the first enrolment of Irish

time until the outbreak of the war. If Mr. Birrell’s
pretence is true, his Government wds engaged in special
preparations for *‘ the present crisis ™ in the year before
the war.

The war crisis has not mitigated the condition of
affairs in Ireland that made the Irish Volunteer organi- '
sation necessary for the safety of Ireland. 1t has in
no way altered the policy and objects of the Irish Volun- -
teer organisation. Now, more than in 1913, it is mani-
fest that Ireland requires self-protection against ** the
menace of armed force *’ from whatsoever quarter. The !
future prosperity, perhaps the very existence, of the
Irish Nation, may depend on the country being in a
position to offer effective resistance to the imposition of :
a ruinous burden of taxation for Imperial purposes.

.On behalf of the Irish Volunteers, we reaffirm the
original pledge- ‘' to secure and maintain the rights |
and liberties common to all the people of Ireland,’ |
This pledge implies the attainment of a National Go-;
vernment, free from external political interference. It,
implies resistance to any partition or dismemberment of .
Ireland which would exclude a part of the people of{
Ireland from the benefits of National autonomy, - It
implies resistance to any scheme of compulsory mili-’
tary service under any authority except a free National :
Government. It implies resistance to any scheme of
taxation which may be imposed without the consent of .
the people of Ireland, and which may defeat _all_their !
hopes of National prosperity and complete the €conomic
ruin consequent on the Legislative Union.

{“\
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T has been said that Trishmen, with

their highly developed sense of “in--

dividuality and independence, besides
making difficult subjects to command-suc-
cessfully, tend to pfoduce more than the
normal quota of leaders and aspirants to
‘leadership. If this saying be true—and
"our history. as well as ithe recdrd of Irish
units in other armies, appears to support
#t—a standard of. leadership above the
-ordinary is mecessary if Irishmen are’to
.give their best as soldiers. So it was, at

- any rate, on the eve of the Black and Tan

Irish Leaders of Our Time:

o 6.—Sean Wall

A

campaign in East Limerick in 1918 as .

* the' then loosely linked ‘Irish Volunteer
organisation in that area ‘strove to weld

its component parts into a compaot and
unified -brigade _formation in preparation
for the coming conflict.

" The -obstacle in the way of achieving -

this closely knit - orgamsatmn was not a
lack of leaders.
largely- consisted of a 'multiplicity of

talent and candidates for leadershlp At

this time the Volunteer movement in East
Limerick was composed of a number of

independent battalions, Al of these

could ~reasonably -aspire to provide the
leaderof-the proposed brigade in the, per-
son-of their- own commandants, nearly.all
-of -whom . were..of proved capacity with
strong -claims for .selection.-

-or in- prospect, from .some units.  One
‘battalion..in  particular was .a prolific
isource of-potential leaders. This was the

Galtee Battalion, a unit which -calls for -

special .mention ‘here, not only on the
-grounds of -its-relevance to-the story, -but
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On the contrary, it

Indeed,
*more.than one candidate was; forthcoming,

by . . o

Major J. M. MacCARTHY. |

. :

The Author. )

This article, from the pen of Sean
Wall's intimate- friend and- Brigade Ad-
Jutant, is written out of the experience’
of close personal contact with this well-
known East Limerick leader, and the
events of his active caveer in the'ILR.A4. -

Major MacCarthy was.associated with
the Volunteer organisation from |its
inception, and was one.of the original
organisers, and ai a critical period

- OfC. of the famous Galtes "Battalion.
Later he became wice-OlC. .and
‘Adjutant of the East Lmzenck
"Brigade, and as an .Officer of the
Brigade's Active Servwe Unit took - a
prominent parl in the many actions in.
which  the wunit was engaged. His
previous contributions to Ax COSANTOIR
include & valuable account,of the am-
bush at Dyomkeen, and. other articles.

When the’ 4th -Southern Division was
forimed Mdajor MacCarthy was appoinied
Deputy  Dibisional Commandar and
* Divisional ‘Adjutant.  He has filled
many important- posts in the Avrmy,.and
-graduated with distinction from -the
Comwmand and Staff School. T,

- P

because it held an munique place in 'the
Irish Volunteer and I.LR.A. Organisations.
Incidentally, the :territorial -title of thie
rBattalion has-been perpetuated with justi-
flable local -pride.in its fassociations, -on
the ‘part of- its present-day s$uccessors,

~

‘being now borne- by. thé: Galtee D]StI‘lCt of -

-the L:D:F.

Orlgmally embraung that corner -of

Jjoining: townlands), the»unrlt was jone " of

‘the earliest.and most, .active f,drma_.hons in'
‘Because  .of  its status -
“and strength, its,area was.sclected. in 1975,

the- movement.

Y =
Ve :

. Limerick - County-. between, the : Tlppera,ryf' :
:and Cork :borders (Galbally, Ballylanders,
Kilfinane, Knocklong, ‘Ardpatrick and-ad- -
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as the location for one of the first Volun-
teer training camps organised by G.H.Q.,
and in charge of the late. Colonel J. J.
O’Connell.  But its proudest claim tq
fame résts on having originated! the idea
of -the Flying Column or Active Service
Unit, the Galtee Battalion Flying Column
composed "of Volunteers giving whole-
time service as a unit, having been the
first of.its-kind in the I.R.A. organisation.
As is now so well known, the Active Ser-

vice Unit system, once it became wide- -

spread, was the spearhead of the I.R.A.
operations, and the chief medium of the

military .successes of the ‘Volunteers from .

1918 to 1921.

-

‘It .was the affairs of the Galtee Bat-’

talian that.gave rise to the circumstances
]eadmg to the formal establishment of the

“East 'Limerick Brigade, and the appoint-

ment . of “its first brigadier in’ the early
- summmer of* 1918 Deciding to investigate
.'questions arising ‘out of a conflict of per-
sonalities within the battalion, G.H.Q.
detailed a staff officei? to visit the .area,
-and to'examine the situation.on the spot.
The G.H.Q. representative,

after -pre-’

' linipary -investigations, -ordered a formal -

Court of ‘Enquiry at which he presided.
_‘With. kord French’s . Proclamation, .issued
just .then—purporting to..outlaw the Irish
Volunteers—to- give a little added solem-
_ nity to the proceedings, this ‘Court held

i protracted sittings at Knocklong, As the.

rontcome, ‘the G.H.Q. delegate décided

upon ‘the unprecedented step of selectmg .

and, :in-effect, :appointing a brigade com->
mander. “This step:was not, -of course, in
confonmty with the procedure then
:governing such a:ppomtments these :nor-

. imaily ‘being-made by celection. That the
assembled nnit commanders did' not :seek

to have this election system adopted—the

Tight to- whu:h they were’ perfect]y ‘aware

nsh Volunteers—was of 1tself

evidence “&f - their-bona-fides, and -of -the -

B genmneness «of -their -difficulties in choos-

itig ‘a 'leader in-the circumstances already'_’f

“meftioned.  This- attitude, “by:; the, way
tetids “to refute “the -charges “of - ﬁ‘xere “fac-

~tionism to whmh are sometimes ésf:nbed-

-
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the features of the Irish character exhibit.
ing’ a*lack of the sheep-like ‘quality of
being' easily “led- aqd'wlﬁch, in reality, :as
previously suggested, arise from a deeply
seated sense:of. mdwnduahty and indepen-
dence,

. The choice of tllle‘G.H.Q. representative .

had fallen on Sean Wall, an officer of the
Bruff Battalion, or as it subsequently be-
came in the bngaded organisation, the 3rd
Battalion, East Limerick Brigade.- It i§

-of inferest t¢ record the general ‘reasons

-ordinarily required.
sessed those qualities byt he also exer-

for the selection of this officer—until then

acting as a company commander—in the
G.H.Q. delegate’s own words: — -

““From- all the investigations I had

made 1 was satisfied that I was justified
in taking - this action and subsequent
events fully confirmed the stability of his

character, strength of purpose and deter-
- mination

and - qualities of leadership
which®  Sea Wall  possessed, and
in a higher - degree than- might be
He not alone ‘pos-

‘cised them "in-the handling of that very
delicate situation which existed before- my
arrival in the area, and. perhaps to a
greater extent immediately afterwards.
He had been as.it were planted in author-
ity and others had .been dispossessed of
even the tight to attain that anthority,

~and yet despite these obvious disadvan-

tages, Sean Wall rose above them.all.and
Jad. h;s ‘Brigade one of .the. best fighting
‘units in the Volunteer Orgamsatmn up-to
the time of his heroic death.in action.”

‘Born in -1888, near Bruff, -of -~ farmer

" :stock, -the newly-appointed brigadierswas

ki

of more ‘mature-age-thanthe:great:major-
«ity.of those he was:now to commnd For

long -a prominent and :very renergetlc_

worker in the 'Sinn Féin, (Gaelic ‘League

—.and Voluriteer movements, :and: coming of

1"For a tribute in ‘this ‘connectionsee *Ernie
‘O'Malley's ‘book .'On: :another. Man's Wound.
:Page 188.

2 M. W’O'Rezlly “F.CILL,
-Mamgging “Tirector, rInah,Nad::onal Ipsnrance
Company, whose help in recalling relevant

~ facts i{s acknowledged.

1
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" demand? his rejection

£

a famlly closely identified with ‘the :
national cause, he was well known eitlier -
personally or. by repute throughout the -

county, His brother, Fr. Tom Wall,® was
one of the two curates of the Limerick
diocese round whom had centred in 191y

the famous controversy between the then -
Bishop of Limerick (The late-Most Rev.

Dr, O'Dwyer) and General Maxwell, the
British C.-in-C. The latter had thought
to induce the Bishop to intervene against
the two priests in connection with their
national outlook and activities, especially

"their encouragement of, and association

with, the Volunteers.

'SEAN. WALL . : .
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College, Lxmenck leavmgA}um at the-age

of sixteen to assume his parents place in -

charge of: the: famlly affairs. Developing:
the means- at his disposal, he quickly

launched out ‘into many fields pf. a.ct1v1ty, :

dlsplaymg an. inventive: and progressive
outlook in all he undertook, , He- became

an expert building contractor, founding

the firm. of Wall and Forde which ex-
tended his contracting business through-
out. the County of Limerick; and was

) responsible for the erection of some of .the

principal creameries in that home of the
dairylng industry, The name of this
firm, by the way, was

Dr. ,O’Dwye'r’s stand
in face of'  this

of General, Maxwell’s
proposals, and  his
comments on the
fareign, political and -
military regime, were
so caustic and un-
compromising as to
receive nation-wide—
one mlght say world-
w1de—_pub11c1ty Com-
ing”- from such an
eminent, respected
and for. many, an un-
expected source, the
support thus given
was invaluable to the
national cause .at a
time when the Volun-
teer organisation was
but slowly recover-

From a painting by Gertrude O'Flynn.

' - to prove a stumbling
block for :the hostile
) Intelhgence at the

and - Tan
Big then a
wanted "’ man in the
| Limerick . area was
Tomds Malone, whose
nom-de-guerre  was’
Sean Forde. Forlong
the latter was believed
by the opposition to
be. the firm’s junior
. partner who had’ no
actual connection with
. the | revolutionary
movement. The.many
false trails thus. fol-
lowed, ‘and the waste
- of time and.effort. in-
volvcd, amounted to

struggle.
“ much:

ing from the -after-

math of the Faster Week Rising, and'
when' the people in general were- but be:
ginning to feé! the fresh surge in the

nation’s hfe-blood which followed. the in-
surrection,

From an early age Sean Wall had given

. evidence of possessing resource, determi-

nation and self-confidence—characteristics
which figure prominently ‘among-the basic
qualities. required for leadership.  The
death of his father and. mother. within, a
few. months. of each other had terminated

* his secondary educatldn at St, Munchms

0

’

" by. no. means tg; be
despised in the'-circumstances 'then pre-

- vailing,

On the “inventive side, Sean Wall |
devised new cheese—makmg maohmery in
co-operation Wwith a young engiheer from .

- the same locality, Nicholas O Dwyer who

has- since attained., ermnence in. his. pro-

8 Now the Very Rev; T. Canon- Wall, P.P.,

. Ballingarzy, Co. Limerick, to whom the author -

acknowledges his indebtedness for kindly
assistance in: compiling material for. this
article- For. similar help: thet anthor is, a]so
thankful to- Sénator: T. Crowley, ,N. Q'Dj

BE!, M.IICETIL, P: J: ORourke:’ W* T'
Phrcell fand. DenzsrCon'way‘ S R
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height of the Black.

a: “'dispersal of force .
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fession,, Another project of this combine
was. the manufacture  of . milk-powder,
concerning, - which * they: entered into
" negotiations with- the. authorities. in: Dub-
lin. .As.afurther. instance. of his progres-
sive mind, and- his: receptiveness. of: new
ideas—both very desirable attributes.in.a
leader—it. may be recalled that he- ac-
quired a large steam threshing. mill in the

early days of its development, and -

shortly. after he was. to-be found advocat-
ing and demonstrating the valiie of the
newly-designed mechanical milking ‘ap-
paratus, being responsible for.ithe_intro-
duction of this machinery to Co. Limerick

While thus- busily. occupied” with many- -

sided. activities, the things of the mind
were not neglectéd » He was an enthusia-

stic: member of the Gaelic League, the

organiser of 'the local Feis: and' regular
attendant at the local Irish language

classes where . his .mentor, was George:

Clancy, who later as Alderman Clancy

and’ Mayor’ of Limerick 'was*to” be“one of

the two murdered holders- of the

_ Limerick’s Mayoralty. In his:spare time;"

which .was- little; nothing pleased’ him
more than:trips on his motor:cycle, to visit
places associated!with the patfiot dead,
such as the scene of - O’Neill-Crowley’s
lastr stand at» Kilclooney Wood, and the
‘grave: of Father. Nicholas Sheehy /at

Clogheen: A

Like so many others of his generation

who . gave the: Volunteer movement
allegiance* and’ dévoted service, his
nationaliontléok was-largely fashioned by
.. a life-long adhierence to the Fenian;tradi-

" tion: , A*maternal uncle of his had' taken
part in. the attack on’ Kilmallock Bar-
racks in the Rising of *67, being instru-

mental in recovering on that occasion the

body of the single fatal‘Fenian casualty-—
a:mysterious-stranger whose identity.was
néver fully established;, and. to' whose

memory as “‘The” Unknown Fenian. a -
slately -monument- now ' stands in Sheares -

Stteet, . Kilmallock.

With this background and trend of
mind; Sean~ Wall's membership of the
Volunteers. from their inception in 1913
~could'be taken for:granted, So too could

7
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be: assumed his- subsequent: refusal® t,
-itake the false tirning into which'so-many
of the Voluntéers were diverted. tempor.
arily "in - the’ following year by the. then

dominant political party through iy,

policy; of . enticing Ireland’s: manhood. tg
action in the “far foreign fields”” of the
First World War.

Thenceforth, despite the claims of 5
now greatly expanded business, much of

his time was given ta political organisirg

in-the interests of Sinn Fein, and on the
military side, his- efforls were directed

towards repairing the damage done by -

_ " The Split” in the ranks of the Volun.
teers,  He gradually revived the Bruff
Volunteer Company of which he becarne
commander, though, as in moft areas,

this revival, as well as the propdgation of

the Sinn Fein policy, was uphill work un.

til the mation’s reaction to the 1916 Ris- -

ing; followed by the Conscription Crisis
of 1918, came to the aid of the faithful
few, and began to’convert the bulk of the
people. to an uncompromising - national
policy. . C

The occasion of the Roscommon and
Waterford bye-elections in 1917 found
him specially active in'raising funds in
aid of the Sinn Fein candidates, and in
- despatching to the eléction areas parties
of Volunteers to act as election workers.
And with the advent of the General

- Election in 1918 he became oné of the

leading organisers who ensured that his
own constititency - of* East Limerick
shared in the general triumph of Sinn
Fein by returning Dr; Richard Hayes
with an overwhelming majority,

That year also saw Sean Wall appointed
Brigadier in the circumstances already
set out. Setting himself to the task of

-. equipping and developing the orgaisa-

tion of his dew command he soon had its
five battalions' previously of so indepen-
dent- and ‘self-sufficient -an outlook—
functioning in full co-operation, and im-
bued with a strong pride of unit as bri-
gade components, It would be tedious

-

to list here the wide range of military en: -

gagements and activities to the-credit of
that brigade, It'suffices to say ‘that by
i o A

common consent the record.has entitled

it rank among the prem_ier fighting units
of the LR.A. One operation in which

Sean Wall personally participated and

organised. may, however, be singled out

for mention as possessing some -points of -
© general interest, and.as: an event which

had a special appeal for him because of
historical and family associations, This

was the attack on Kilmallock R.I.C. Bar--

racks in May, 1920., :

In that attack t‘he‘ Volunteers were at-

tempting a task bristling with difficulties
that seem insurmountable, but they had
the satisfaction of successfully ‘concluding
an effort which had proved too much for
their predecessors in 1867. As in the '67
Rising, the attackers on this occasion alsy
suffered one fatal casvalty,  Curiously
enough, the parallel was further con-
tinued in that the Volunteer killed, Liam

_Scully, like ““The Unknown Fenian’’ of

'677 was a stranger in the locality, being
a native of Co. Kerry who, but a short
time previously, had taken up a Gaelic
League teachership in the neighbourhood,
and was but little known locally.

) Looking ‘over old papers dealing with .

the Rising of *67, another notable circum-
stance comes to light. The roll of the
participants in the Kilmallock attack in
'67, who were tried and senténced to
transportation or imprisoned for—as the
charge  had it—" most wickedly,

maliciously and traitorously ‘making open .

war against our.said Lady the Queen,”

was repeated almost name for name, and,

in many cases, in blood relations}}ip, by
the attackers of 1920. ' :

New expedients, some of which had
their origin in the inventive mind of the
Brigadier were nsed by-the Volunteers to
overcore the difficult obstacles in the way
of this attack. One’was theé improvisa-
tion of what would now be-called Molotoff
Cocktails,
destruction of the barracks was largely
due, Their use ensured that’a fire started
by an incendiary bomb in a wing of the
building was steadily . expanded to em-
brace the whole barracks ang -defeat all

and’ to these missiles the:

|
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efforts by the'garrison’ to«extinguish' the \

blaze, : ’
JIf Sean Wall had nothing else to his
credit as.a. commander, his ready appre-
ciation of the value.of the idea of a whole-
time active” service' unit when this was
initiated by the Galtee Battalion, and the

~official backing he gave the unit's first

' C.0., Donnicadh O’Hannigan (now Lands
Officer at. the Department -of Defence)
would dlone entitle him to a place among
the outstanding leaders of the Volunteers,

If his- attitude on this matter now -

appears merely as the acceptance and
support of an obvious K and {logical
development of the Volunteers’ dpera-
~tional system, it should be realised that at
the time the new scheme was a revolu-
tionary proposal
accepted framework and lines of action
of the organisation. Indeed, when first
formed,
somewhat derisively known as ‘‘The .Cir-
cus,””—had to contend against such ob-

_ stacles arising from the existing system of
control, especially the sole responsibility -

of the local commander for operations in
his own area, that it could have made no
headway had these difficulties not
been smoothed out by the tact; authority,
and zeal of the Brigade Commander.

The latter was soon called on to add.

anothér office to that of his military com-

mand. Elected unopposed to the County

Council he was appointed Chairman’' of

that body. . It is here worthy of remark

-how, without any formal policy or pre-
determined- design 'to unite military and
civic functions in' ‘one individual, such
unification did in fact take place in very
many countics and boroughs at this
period. It was an early instance of the
now fully’ demonstrated fact that the suc-
cessful waging of a war, big or little, re-
quires not only effective military action,
but the close and efficient co-operation of
the- economic and  administrative
machinery of a nation,
As Chairman of Limerick’s first Repub-
" lican County Council he found a {fresh
outlet for his organising abilities and pro-
gressive -mind,. as well as- further scope

cotting - across  the -

the active service unit—then -

b
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" thronghout. the: country,
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for his.abundant: energy. and: determina-
tion: ‘The newly-elected Council,.
in common with most. other such.bodies
declared its:
allegiance. to- Dail! Eireann.
tailed, a. complete: upheaval: in local' ad-
ministration. and. brought t¢ a head a.

".very critical. phase of ‘the national.

" struggle: ‘Tt is sometimes overlooked that

the- 1918-21 fight, for independence ‘was'
conducted, chiefly by three agencies—
military combat, secret service and- local
.administration—and that the latter was.
by, no means the least important of
these. Indeed, the fight on the adminis-
trative plane is-an aspect to'which justice

- has not been done, and which merits to..

_be fully chronicled if the events of’ the

. period are to be:seen in their proper per-

spéctive. . The revenues of local bodies
were subjected to such severe demhands
under British legislation—specially. en-
acted at the timecoupled with the with-

drawing of grants and:power to deize rate . .

monies, that chaos in ldcal. administra-
tion would have resulted. if special steps
" had not bgen-devised,to meet the situa-
“tion: :
the people in general succpmbed to the
very; strong temptation.not' to pay’ their
rates to what were virtually illegal bodies,

the whole political pesition would. have .

been undermined and even the military
fight, would - have been . faithfully com-
promised. - It. was in this sphere more

than any, other—except only that of the. .

shelter freely given the members of the

various active service units—that the

loyal-support-of the. general public made

_the 1918-21'struggle 4 really national one,
and imparted to it: the stamina which

brought, eventual success. '

Under- the Chairman’s guidance and

~ driving force. Limerick County. Council
was. second to none in. the way. the

serious threat to the national policy-of a .
was -

paralysed’ local administration
countered, * much needed reforins-, intro=-
duced, and the-civic. tasks. assigned by

the~ Dail: authorities. effectively, executed: -
-* Here: the tact- of tHe: Chairman, and; his

pleasing: personality. were- particularly

This. en-., .

Had this chaos eventuated, or. had

AN COSANTOIR.

-valuable 1nsecunng the willing:co-opera-

tion of :those.executive and administrative
officials of, the. Council whose' services

might otherwise have. only:reluctantly, or ‘

not at. all, been forthcoming;under the
new. regime; co-operation with which for.
many, of; them carried: numerous. risks;
financial as well as:physical, Among the'

_projects undertaken By.- the. new Council .

,at the Chliairman’s instance was a survey
of the Shannon, and the taking of: levels
of the river, thus an’ticipa.ting by scime
years the i preliminary work of. the:
Shannon Scheme, S

To add- still further to his many-sided
activities, Sean Wall .was intimately
associated with the organisation and work-

/ ing of: the Dail Courts and. in the drive-
for the Republican Loan. It was in no
small measure due to his energy in the
latter connection that a record subscrip-
tion to- the Loan, some. £30,000, .was
credited’ to the. East Limerick Cofisti-
tuency. His work forthe Loan had its
lighter aspects” which also displayed: his
painsfaking . and tactful metlimds. In
cuitable cases, it was-his wont to. follow
the strategy. of indirect approach wher
_soliciting subscriptions. Giving his visit

the appearance of an ordinary social call
he would in due course entertain the
household to a song or two, a favourite
being ‘* The. Bold Fenian, Men.”” Then,
having softened the heart and. awakened
possible dormant patriotism, -the assault
on the pocket began as by an afterthought
—and. he rarely. departed. empty-handed.

Glincing back over this outlined study
of a leader's lifework one motes the ex-
tent to which’ inborn, as distinct froxp
aftificially * cultivated, qualities contrl-
bute-to fitness .for leadership, Also, one
sees the degree’ to which the- evgryday
problems and trials of life and ]iveh'hoot_i,
‘if manfully, and. realistically faced, can
.shape those inherent characteristics to the

point where they arte of military useful:’

ness, and .may indeed develop: many
other attribittes of-leadership. where these
have - not' been already. implanted.- by
uat*ureaand:have'to-be;acquired,

13
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many of these qualities, some of wihich

havé always been essential, others desir- -
His-

+ able, characteristics of a leader,
a4 1
‘resource, energy, self-confidence - and
determination, so early displayed, en-
abled him to build vp a thriving business

from scratch, and were invaluable assets ‘v

in the exercise of military command and

. the duties of his administrative office;

his deep patriotism prompted him to turn
aside- from a lucrative occupation to give
whole-time  and single-minded political
and military service to his country ; his

" tact, engaging personality and integrity of

character were prime factors in securing
the ready co-operation of subordinates
and colleagues. ~ - .

" Perhaps the outstanding feature of his
actual exercise of authority was decentra-
lisation. It;may be.said that anyone can
decentralise. So he can, but only the
commander who is himSelf efficient, is a
good judge of men, and -has the con-
fidence and respect of. these under him
can do s¢g withont harmful, and probably
disastrous results, If he "is  inefficient,
those to whom he delegates tasks will be
encouraged t¢ make the decisions which
properly lie within the province of the
commander; if he is a poor judge of -
men, he may select inefficient or weak
deputies, while if he lacks the confidence
and respect of subordinates, the conclu-
sion will be reached—with consequences
fatal to the discipline and efficiency of
his command—that he is shirking

responsibility, work,” or danger as.the>

case thay be.  Totally devoid“of these

~ . f
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Sean Will was naturally endowed with . defects, Sean Wall couid take full advan-

tage of the principle of decenltralisation as
- the important factor it is in securing good
- organisation, planning and execution,
not to speak of the greatly expanded
scope it gives to a commander's vision
and capa::ity-for work,

Had Sean Wall been spared he pos-
sessed all the attributes necessary to have.
brought him far in" a military career,
though his gifts as an administrator might
well have called him to other fields of en-
deavour and confirmed him in high dffice
and responsibilities. But his allotted span~
was short. It drew to a close in May,
1927. On the sixth of that month, while

. on the way to'a Divisional Council Meet-

ing, he and his staff were attacked by a
police raiding party in a hoyse near
Annacarty, Co. Tipperary. In the ensu-

~ ing fight along the approaches to the

house he was cut off. from his companions,
his dead, body being .subsequently found'
on the rgadside beside that of one of the
raiding party. The exact circumstances
of his* death were never, known, beyond
the fact that the fatal wound appeared to
have been inflicted by a shot-gun fired at
close quarters. His remains were removed
to St. John's Cathedral, Limerick, for a
requiem' and a civic funeral attended by
the Bishop of Limerick and a great con-
course’ of people, being interred in The
Reépublican . Plot -in St. Lawrence’s
Cemetery. There 'they rest midst a
goodly number of Limerick’s patriot
dead. ' ¢ '

VBeannaicht Dé le na-n-anamna go léir.

' ! R ) i
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COMHAIRLE CEANNTAIR SINN FEIN.
Limerick, April 18th 1919.

A Chara,

We have been approached by the Strike Committee of
Limerick, and asked to help them in their struggle against
the tyrannical action of the English Government who
proclaimed Limerick City, in such a way as to prevent the
workers from going to or from their work, without military
permits, and their wives and children from procuring or
carrying food unless by permission of the same autocratic
power.

The hardships thus Inflicted on the c¢itizens are
particularly severe, especially for the poorer classes,
who now find it difficult to procure ordinary food.

We, therefore, confidently appeal to you for
assistance of any kind, particularly food such as butter,
milk, eggs, potatoes, vegetables, etc. which will be
gratefully received and paid for at prices agreed on by
the Strike Committee. _

P.S. ~ Communications re above to be addressed to
me at Catholic Club, Barrington Street, so that supplies
may be apportioned to. the suitable depots.

- Is mise le meas mér,

(Sgdo) D. McNamara.
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April 22nd 1919.

The following important orders have been received,
vhich I give you for your information, guidance and immediate
attention just as I received them. You will yourself observe
the urgency of them and carry out the work in your district
at once so as to have the First Schedule completed in my hands
by Saturday morning next at latest.
THR COMMANDANT.

LIMERICK STRIKE, - :
) - . April 19th, 1919

"Issued April 22nd 1919.

It would appear that in order to bring the Limerick

Workers to subjection the English Government is preparing to
starve out the city. In this event there must soon be a large
number of refugees leaving the city imder press of food
scarcity, and this number must increase rapidly once refugees
begin to leave the City at all.

. In view of the national aspect of the principle at stake,
it is certain that a great national effort must be made to

win the fight, either (1) by putting the whole resources of

the nation behind the workers of Limerick, or (2) by extending

the area of the struggle. -

With a view to providing for refugees leaving the city,
it is proposed to use the Irish Volunteer Organisation to
ascertain the billeting accommodation in the various Brigade
areas and you will throw all your energies into the work of
organising immediately this relief.

The information should be collected by Company Districts
and furnished by the Company Officer in the form indicated on
the attached Schedule. WHAT IS REQUIRED AT PRESENT IS THE
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PERSONS WHO WOULD BE WILLING TO HOUSE
AND FEED a certain number of refugees for, say, a fortnight
or a month. :

The Battalion Officers should be instructed to see
personally that their Company Officers use the whole of their
Company resources thoroughly to cover their whole Company area
in their inquiries and that the information is made available
at once. The Schedule should come through you and a preliminary
report from each Company Officer should be in your hand by
Saturday next, April 26th 1919. This Schedule should be
forwarded by you without delay to the Brigade Commandant,
Limerick, ¢/0sececccccaes

A further weekly report from each Company Officer should be
in your hands on each succeeding Saturday submitting a
Schedule of the additional billets secured during the week and
you should see that these reports are regularly made weekly
pending further instructions or developments. These additional
reports should be forwarded by you similarly to the original
ones. '
: The Company Officer should keep a copy of each Schedule for
his own information. The system which probably will beadopted
for passing on refugees is, that they will be provided with a
Card and directed to the Company Officer who will arrange to
billet them according to his Schedules.

Your communications should be attended to and toned up
where necessary. This matter is one of immediate urgency and
may become grave shortly.

COMMANDANT .



III.

OGLAIGH NA hEIRFANN
- . : H.q. -
- 1st Galtee Batt.,

. ‘Apr. 26th '19.

To the Officers. : '

of the Battalion.

A Chairde,

As may be supposed the Billeting Order with reference _
to the Limerick Strike has not been revoked and all the work
required by same must be carried out as set out in the Order,.
copy of which I now enclose you. On last night I had a'chgt
with tbe Brigadier who informed me that his orders were still
the same. I trust that before this reaches you I will have
received from you the first urgent 1list of Billets in your
Company area completed. A further weekly list must be sent
in_each week, to reach me at latest on sach Saturday and for
this purpose I enclose you further Forms. Every single
householder in your DiEstrict must be approached without fail
so that it will be necessary for you to get all your Company
at work at this at 6nce. I understand that in the Districts
where an unsatisfactory return is received from each week,
an inquiry will be made to ascertain if the Offiéers have
performed the duties assigned to them to the best of their
ability.

Kindly therefore attend to the work immediately and
continue same until further inétructions are received. The
matter is so very urgent that to save delay in the sending of
Dispatches containing returns to me, the ordinary postal
facilities may be availed of and you may safely address your
envelopes to me at Kilmallock. .

(Sgd.) SEAN T. RIORDAN.
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had - GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, -

DusLIN,

1st November, 1919. "
TO BRIGADE COMMANDANT,

will have appointed at once a Brigade Captain of Intelligence, and Battalion Lieutenants of Intell-
igence, for each of his Battalions, and Company Captains will appoint a Volunteer to co-ordinate the
Company information for him.

r In order better to organise and supervise the getting of all information, Brigade Commandants

Forms Nos. 1, 2,3, 4, and 5 (............ Copies of each), are sent you herewith. Their use
will standardise :the form of record of information which at present in different Brigade Areas is
kept in different forms. Together with a copy of this instruction, they should be placed without
delay in the hands of all your Company Captains, and of your Outpost men in such Parishes or Church
Areas in which a Company has not yet been formed (Vide instructions of 30/9/°19).

Company Captains and Outpost men should be made responsible for the complete compilation,
without delay, of the information in their own Area, and Brigade Commandants will be responsible

that the compilation is complete for their whole Brigade Areas.
]

Forms 1, 2, 3 and 4 should be prepared by Captains and Outpost men in tripficate, and the
copies should be filed by the Brigade and Battalion Commandant, who should make proper arrange-
- ments for having their records kept up to date and summarised.

Form 1 is intended to indicate a comparison between the available material of Military’ Age;
the Volunteers and the Enemy Forces.

=
Form 2 is intended to indicate in a simple way full particulars of the Military Forces.
Form 3, ditto for Police Force,
N.B.—Where such is not done already, one good man should be allocated to each
Barracks or Station, and his duty should be to get plans of the Barracks, etc., and
details of its whole internal life.
Form 4 is intended to indicate those persons other than the Military and Police who go to form
the actual machinery of oppression in the country, i.e., R.M.’s, ].P.'s, Crown Solicitors, and all
Agents and spies of the English Government, Official or Unofficial, active or inactive.
. Form 5 indicates the form of a record which should be kept in respect of (1) every policeman;
and (2) every person classed as Hostile or Aggressive in Form 4. The Record should be kept in
Book Form, loose leaf if possible, ruled as indicated jn the form. This record should be made re-
trospective. )
Company Captains and Outpost men should make a complete review of the population in their
Area, and note and record all persons capable of helping them in any way. In this connection it is
remarked that all young men are potential Volunteers, and any of them who have influence, or ability,
or qualification likely to make them useful to us, should be specially kept under notlce Reference
should be made to the “Voters Lists’” in this connection.
o The standardising of information records has been unduly delayed and this instruction should

be given effect to at once.

\—\\ ' By Order,

~

..1“
Lot

Deputy Chief of'gfﬁﬁ-
. ‘ -
/
Additional Copies of the enclosed forms will not be available. When required,”foolscap size
paper should be ruled as indicated in the forms. I

iy

) ’

~
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BALLYLANDE‘RS——East Limerick Brigadel, April 27, 1920.
By LT.-COLONEL 7. M. MacCARTHY

HIGH INTO 1hg night sky, there to outshine the bright mooniight and
haihe the ground below in sun-like radiance, the Verey light signals
rose and fell.  Thesc fingers of fame, sent skyward as symbols of alarm
"and ealls for aid by the police garrison of Ballylanders RI.C. barrack,

.marked the-opening of the LR.A, attack on that post on April 27th,-

1020, 1t was probably the first time that' these firework signals,
ariginally designed for the trench combats in the Furopean war, had
Numinated the County Linteeick countryside; it was also the ﬁr;‘:t
harrack attack by the LR.A. in that county, and the initiating move in
a campaign_that, was te unfold in widening scope and intensity over
the succeeding igonthis oo s ) - -

As. befitted sich an occasion, one designed to be their baptism of
fire, e aperation had heen carefully planned by the I.R.A- leaders in

Fast Limerick. But first of all, the decision to undertake it lLad, of =

cotrse, 1o be made. Necessarily, this had to be made at hrigade level,
.as no single batitalion or company unit at that'time would have sufficient
arms ab its disposal {for the purpose. Neither would it havé been in a
nesition to ensure the very esscutial co-operation of adjoining units in
the way of erecting road Llocks and so on, to impede hostile reinforce-
nents.

£83

14

Thus, whilg the attack was primarily an operation conducted by the |

Galice Battalion, the oldest and principal battalion unit of the ‘Brigade,
it was carricd out under the auspices of, and with the co-o;)cqtion of,
Brigade Headauarfers. [ndeed, it might also be said to have been under
the auspices of (11.Q. in Dublin. - This came about®through the
- presence it the arca of Tomds Malone, then known under the name of
“Qean Forde.” He had been sent to County Limerick nominally as an
organiser of the Republican Loan campaign, but actually in practice
bis duties assumed an increasingly military, character. Nor was this
to he wondered at, for apart from his inherent military aptitude, his
final instructions, as reccived Trom Michael Collins, were: “ Get those
Limerick men into the fight!” - I
Tt was not that the'Linerick men .needed much urging. In fact,
the Irish Repuhlican Brotherhood members bf the Galtee Battalion had
for some time heén. working for a more pronounced and enterprising
military policy in their area. As elscwhere, the LER.B.  members werc
a small select Dhody in the Volunteers and the spearhead of the
organ#ation at that period. With this policy as the real issue, there
- lad arisen a local dispute among the Volunteets, causing not incon-
siderable disorganisation.  This was largely because, for the great bulk
o the Volunteers, the dispute appeared  to be a mere conflict of per-
conalities and-they took sides or remained netiral on (hat basis and
i ignorance of the real point at stake . !
’ In the outconie, the decision to attack Ballylanders R.I.C.. harrack
vindicated the LR.B, standpoint twice over. For not only was the
decition Turgely inspired by she LR.B., but it was planned and led

almast entirely by its principal local members, and that notwithstand- .

-ing the fact that not all of them then ranked as Voelunteer officers.
The decision having been taken and approved by the Brigade Com-
mander, Sean Wall of Bruff, who attended some of the initial meetings
of the planners, these then resolved themselves into a small stafl “for
the ric,l‘;zi]cd phkuming and execution of the operation.
o This small planning staf comprised Tomas Malone (“Forde™),
Tadhg Crowley of Ballvlanders: Edmond T'ohin of Glenbrohane. and
lack MacCarthy of Kilfinane. who was also Viee-Conunandant of the
Battalion ‘at this period. Others attending the staff ¢onferences from
time to tine inchuded Scan Meade, members of the Crowley- family
(hrothers of Tadhg Crowley), and Thomas. Murphy, 2!l of Ballvlanders.
As occasion required. other Volunteers from the locality were called
in for consultation or assignment of tasks. .
. Mast ol the conierences to plan the attack were held at Edmond
Tobin's fiouse at Glenbrohane, near Ballylanders. The” post to he
a55aulted was a strong stone structure, steel-shuttered, dominating the
village street from its site at the corner of a crossroads. But it had
one weakuess, unrealised, in all probability, by the palice garrison.

. That was the sewmi-detached character of the building, a second hotse

of. a similar type being alongside, gable-to-gable. On the other side,.
the gable of the barrack was an open one abutting on the road to Kil-

im:m_?. I'he front of the huilding faced the fairly wide oben space of
the Squarc and the long village strect. At the rear little or neo field

of fire existed for the defence. and it anly required to be kept under

ohservation hy an attacker.

4

-
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The defenders” wealk point—the second building in the block, which
sserved as the lacal dispensary—was made the pivot on which ccnh:ed
the -whole schemg of attack. This scheme was one which the police
comild hardly have anticipated. at that period at any rate, as it em-
ploved.what wasg then a new technigue in barrack attacks. This was to
Freak through the roof of the sccond house from inside, and through
the opéning thus inade to break through the roof of the barrack. The
hombing and igniting of the barrack tap floor would then follow.

Tomis Malone took charge of this critical task and of the assanlt
as @ whole. At the other gable—the open one—the firing nosition fixed
upon was O'Crady’s house, with J. MacCarthy, the‘ Battalion Vice-
Conmumandant, in charge. From O'Grady’s premises, which was_scparmer[
from the barrack by some fifteen yards of roadway, a semi-cigele of
other firing points was selected to cover the front of the barrack,
these positions heing located in Upton's, Burke's, Condon’s and Crow-
. lev's premises, with Tadhg Crowley, Sean Lynch and Pat ‘Hannigan
| supervising in this sector. The main framework of the assallt plan
beirig thus settled, thete remained innumerable lesser, Lut essential
- details to be perfected, such as timing of occupation of positions, the
- lioui of attack, collection of equipment, crection of barricades. arrange-
 , smenis about the stemals, and so om. )

N . o duce eourse these matters, and the awkward problems scuie of thei

3 : presented, «were satisfactorily seitled. The details arranped extended

even to the provision of a siretcher, a first-aid station manned by the
focad Cumane na mBan wirls and—ifurther afield—the co-operation of
weighbouring brigades was secured in the way of impeding road irafic
3 “froin Fermoy, Buitevant and Tipperary, the British military centres
’ whence reinforcements might be despatched to Ballyfanders. “An inner
riug of road blocks, at a mile or so on all sides of the village, was also
established, snd matined. Counting the parties on these inner road
Blocks, at @ small observation post set up in stables at the rear of the
Barrack, and those marning the main firing, points, the number of
Voluntenrs participating numbered sixty, being comprised—apart from.
the Ballylanders Compuny—-of parties fram Galbally, Kilfinane, Bruff
and Kibnallock. The Kilmallock contingent ineluded the then Battalion
O/C, Sean OVRiordan. The number in the’ actual attack, that 'is” those
manning the firing positibns, was, of course. rmich smaller, amounting
ta some twenty-five, eaclivof the firing posts having an average strength
. of four Volunteers.
fn the event all these preparations worked out as planned, and
down to the smallest detail, if the workmanship put into the construction’
of the streteher be excepted.  This appliance was a piece of amateur
| carpentry, hastily knocked together and fated te let down--in every
. N sense of ihe term—one of s amateur constructors before the night -
- was out, Taitially, however, it fulfilled satisfactorily its first task—the -
removal of a seriously ill lady to a place of greater safety than that
of her residence, which was in the line of fire This transfer was
effected immediately prior to the haur fixed for opening the attack, and
not without considerable dilficulty, due to the need for quietngss, exact
timing and baving to surmount an 8-foot high fence of barbed wire,
with the loaded stretcher. Y

Concurrently, the attacking party proper was assembling at a”cross-
roads less than a mile from the village, receiving firal instructions and,
where needed, the.nen were assigned local guides to their various firing
points. Al the last moment, an incident occurred which threatened
ruin, to, the project.  Suddeniy, «in the still- night; a shot rang out from
the midst of the assembly. To the keyed-up Voluhteers it sounded
louder than a thunder-clap, and it seemed almost certain it would-give
the alarn to the nearby police garrison. No such cfect was produced,
however, the final reconnaissance reports as they came in showing that
the police were all within their harrack and evidently unaware anything
uirusual was afoot. What might have been a vedy unlucky shot for the
Volunteers had, it transpired, been discharged accidentally in the course
of some Jast-minute instruction in rifie manipulation, whick was heing
imparted to one of the Volunteers, Peter Steepe of KilAnane. In-
cidentally, this member of the attacking party, who was in no way res-
ponsible for the accident, calls for special mention in that he was a
Protestant, @ mentber of that commurity in the Kilfinane locality,
which has DLranches herc and there in Co. Limerick, - known as
“Palatines,” ‘o name derived from the place of their ancestors—tihe
Palatinate iy Germany. .

‘The Volun@ecrs had moved quietly to their positions around 11 pan_.
and had occupied them without incident. After a hurried erection of
sume protection against the volume of fire expected to he directed on
r.i_mm hy the police garrison. all eyes were turned expectantly on the
dlspcnsqry-post. the house adjoining the barrack. From that post was
to he etven the signal to open fire. After a short, but tense, wait, a
green pizpoint of light flashed out. Tt was the signal. From the semi-
cirele f)f_ﬁrmg_po:—;xtmns.' stabhed the rifle flashes of the apening- volley,
swittly intermingled with the swish of. the Verey rockets and the
answering fire of the defenders, For the half-hour that followed, the
C!l]lctﬁlVI”a_Q'C street became a’ focusl'of concentrated light and sound.

. Simultaneously with- the opening volley, the brealk through the
[_15])(3!1‘3211‘}' roof was siarted_dnd guickly accomplished. From the point
)é vaniage thus gained, the roof of the barrack was within reach. Soon
tl e dull thud of heavy stones crashing on the slate roof was zdded to

.ﬂlc‘x_'olume of sound. A gaping hole appeared in the roof, but the
e{ictimn ,Of the defenders was swift. They brought tifle fire to bear

) Il't;'g‘%p'l I:or. a while this fire tl-lreaf_:enecl to prevent the atiackers
wp: 11]:1;: their initial success, In the” end a grenade was dropped
piough the opening anid silenced this defensive effort. The grenade -

followed by quantities of p.arafﬁn' oil and a lighted torch. Almost
0 ce the fAaming tprch.sprcad a rapidly growing circle of fire through
Risop storey of this wing of thé barrack, ) .
ﬂ.{t‘ﬂlf‘h'llllgz at the opposite gable’, a hog exchange of rifle fire was
IRe }"]]] acc between the post in O'Grady's and the defenders firing
I their gable-end windows. This was a point-blank duel jn which

ashing rifles of defence prd attack ‘seemed almost muzzle T muzzle, ©
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The police, behind their steel shutters; had the advantage of position,
being practically immune behind this solid, loopholed protective screen,
as against a hastily thrown up breastwork of bedding at the windows
ihrough which the Volunteers fired. Of the two upper storey windows
iy the Volunteor post, one was manned by D, O'Hannigan and the other
hy the: officer in charge,.of the post, with Secan Mcade of the local

Volmteer Company, standing in between under cover of the room . wall

where he awaited his chance to fire. This he could get only by one
of the firers vielding nosition and. weapon to him, no more thz_m two
rifles and two firing pomnts heing available there. * Eventually -his turn
came. For some tine the volume of fire from the barrack against this
post had been intense and well-directed. Tt was afterwards noted that
the waodwork of the windows was deeply scored from the passage of
bullets cutering there to impinge on the barricade of bedding or on the
opposite wall of the room. This well-aimed fire soon found its mark;
4 hullet struck Scan Meade at his firing peint at one of the windows.
It was cvidently a serious, and possibly fatal, wound.

His companions, coming to his aid, found hiin completely collapsed
and rrocceded to get him downstairs out of the line of fire. That was
accomplished with difficulty, owing to his collapsed condition and the
impossibility of hig helpers adopiing other than a crouching posture
wnder the quick succession of bullets still penetrating the windows,
O reaching the comparative safety of a ground floor room, his wound
was examined and found to he a clear-through penetration of the chest,
otte ohviously unceding skilled and swift attention. The stretcher, of

which he was one of the constructors, was again brought into use to’

talke him to the first-aid station. On the way it broke under the strain
and deposited its burden heavily on the ground. The wounded man
wus given preliminary aid at the station unfil the arrival of the local
Jispensary medical officer, Dr. Hennessy,

Throughout these events the defensive firing of the police from the-

front face of “the harrack\remaiped__ intense, though less concentrated,
as it had to be distributed against a number of separated positions,

- At the same time it was scen that the flames, which had blazed up at

ene end of the barrack rool, were gaining grip on the whole top storey.
Clearly, the attackers saw that the exercise of patience and maintenance
of their rifle Hre against the barrack to prevent the garrison fiphting
the flames. could only have one result. The police evidently came to
realise that, too, for with the top floor well alight, they gave indications
of surrendering by slackening their rate of fire, and finally by a com-
.plete ¢cessation of fire and thé display of a white flag through one of
the windows. -

The ground floor of-the barrack was still infact as the Volunteers
entered to take the surrender. The police, all unwounded, numbered
five—a small warrison, but one which, instead of offering a deferice of
lralf-mir-hout’s duration, could huve held out indefinitely behind their
steel shutters were it not-for .the exploitation by the attackers of the
single weak point in the defensive layout. TIn the circumstances; the
Caltee Datialion had every reason to he satisfied with its first serdous

~wperations and its results-—the complete destruction of the post. the

captire of the rifles, grenades and miscellaneous equipmeni of the
garrison, and all af the cost of a single casualty.” A

Happily, that ecasualty did not prove a fatal one. Having heen
medically attended, the wounded marn’s condition was such that it
appeared the most humane decision to leave him undisiurbed at the

"7 first-aid station, deswite the inevitable capture this involved. Hewever,

a chfa,nce ‘was taken to save him from: the enemy, and in a motor car
provided and driven by- Jack Crowley, the wounded Volunteer was
HJurriedly moved by devious routes to the residence of Mrs. Burke.
Laurencetown,” Kilfinane, some five miles distant. There. under the
care of Dr. Maurice Fitzgerald and two nurses, the-Misses O'Sullivan,
he ‘remamcd‘:-l c_nnsiderab]e time before being fit for removal to the
Cou_nty Hospital in Limerick City. Prolonged treatiment followed there
until the patient was sufficicntly strong to complete his recovery at
Mount Melleray Abbey, where he filled an appointment rinder _an.
assumed name. A vear later he was able to report for duty and
assume office as Intelligence Officer of Fast Limerick Brigade. which
by then had recorded a long list of engagements .cinre that initin
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VITHTHE LRA. IN THE FIGHT TOR FREEDOMN

]SEIG-E AND DESTRUCTION OF KILMALLOCK BARRACKS.—-—

By LT-COL, . M. MacCARTHY '

LONG BETORE, the fashion of erecting memorials to the “ Unknown
Soldier” came into ibeing in countrics abroad after the first World
War, Kilmallock DLoasted such a monument. It was the memorial to
the “Unknown Fenian™ .who fcll in the attack on Kilmallock police
barrack in 1867. That event was to he re-cnacted fifty-three years latér

—and history to repeat itself in more’ ways than one—when FEast.

Limerick Brigade T.R.A. decided to lay siege to-the same harrack on
the night of May 28th, 1020, ) T
In that attack the Voluntecrs were  attempting a task _brlstl_m_g
with difficulties that seem insurmountable, hut they had the satlsfactm_n
of successfully concluding an effort which had proved too muc_h‘ for their
predecessors in 1867, As in the 67 Rising, the attackers on this occasion

also sulfered cne fatal casualty. Curiougly enough, the paljallelt was .
further continued in that the Volunteer killed, Llam_ Scull}j', like * '.I:he -
Unknown Fenian™ of '67, was a stranger in the locality, being a native -

af Coninfy Kerry. who, but a short time previously, had taken up a
Gaelic League teachership in the neighbourhood. and was buot little
kirown locally, : - ,

Looking over old puapers dealing with the Rising of 67, another
notable feircumstance comes to light. “he roll of tlie participants in
the Kilmallock attack in '67, who were tried and sentenced. to trans-
portation or imprisoned for—as’ the charge had 1t—""most wickedly,
inalicionsly and traitorously making open war against our said Lady-
the Queen,” was rejeated almost name for name, and, in many cases,.
in blood relationshif y the attackers of 1920, . L .

ew coxnedients were used “hy the Volunteers to overcome the

difficult obstacles in the way of this attack. One was ithe improvisation -
of what would now be called * Molotoff Cocktails,” and to these missilek
ilie destruction of the barracks was largely due. Their use cnsurerd

" hat a fire, started hy a homb in a wing of the building,, was steadily :

LArrison to extinguish the blaze. .

ckpanded to embrace the wliole barrack, and defeat al> efforts hy the
!
Fhat outcome was brought about, Liowever, only by &

mch planaing,

wood €actics. dnd neolonged fight. Fronted by a lawn, thé barrack” ™

Wwas sct back from the strect, it3 front face beitg in line with the rear
of a Dusiness/premiscs, Carroll's, a slight gap intervening Dhetween the
Iwo huildings at their neatest points, that is, between the left rear
torner of Carroli’s house and the right front corner of the barrack.
Ag in the case of Baliylanders police barrack, attacked successtully
just a ‘month previously, this proximity of another building was seen
to be capable of exploitation Ly an attacker. In this mstance, tie zap
between the corners of the two butldings, though ouly a few vards in

Wwidth, and the different- aliznment of the two premiscs, did not afford .

quite the same facilitics as in the earlier operation where the buildings
concerned were jnined fo one another, gable to gable, | A countcr-
balancing feature in the Kilmallock lay-out was, however, the fact that
the rooi of Carrellls louse rose much bigher than the nearby ronf of

the harraek and, once securely attained by an attacker, would facilitate

an assault on the bharrack rooftop despite the intervening gap. In all
ather respects the harrack was defensively 3 very strofigr postt a solid

NRSONTY  structure. steel-shuttered, laopholed and thickly surrounded °

by harbed wire critanglenients. )

With Carroll’s premiscs fixed on, as the pivatal attacking position.
three other main combat posts were selected. These were the houscs
directiv fronting the harrack on the opposite side of the street, Clery's

Hotel, the Provincial Bank, and O'Herlthy's shap,  The lefi-hand gable

.of the barrdek offercd no point of vantace to either defence or attacl,

\‘:hilp.lhc réar; containing thé ysual outoffices, was covered by a party
detailed for that nurpose. ' '

L] . . ; i
Tle scheme of attack was worked ont -at - series of conferences

presided over by Rrigadier Wall and Leld 4t the larmbouse of Ihomas
Sheedy of Rallingaddy.  midway between Kilfinane and Kilmallock.
f-cn-crjall_\-' the tactics decided upon. followed those adonted so SUCCeSS-

fully in the nreceding attack af Ballylanders—the central feature being .

azam an assault o the roof.. In thig instance, however, 3 stronger
defence of u more claborately fortified position was to be anficipated ~
]ndeed.‘suhsuqucnt to the destruction of the Ballylanders nost, guestions
asked Jn the British Parliament had indicated that an attenipt  to
take l\llma]l()ck barrack was expected and had becn prepared far by
a strengthening of the warrison and its fortifications. All this meant
s]nzcml_ care and meticuloys planning hy the Volunteers. Coming so
soon after the assault on Ballylanders, the local store of munitions was
low and had to' he replenished from far aficld, nof'rmly the neighbour-
ing }’,r:gag‘lt‘s in Cork and Tipperary being called on for the 1lmrposc.
but  Dublin ag well, The niovenent of these supplies, and their
assemhly at two special dumps near Kilmallock, in face of an alert
¢Nemy  expecting  such preparations, was successfully accomplisherd,
tho’ucrh some of the carrying parties rarrowly eseaped disaster. 4
AN material side of the projcc[,'includinq arrangements for pro-
viding extensive (uantities of petraf and paraffin oil, havin~ heen com-
pleted, the concentration of {he Volunteers required faér the attaclk
Wils uIanneﬂ. To'ayoid detection and to ensire exact timing of arrival
of the various partics, this had to be worked ont’ precisely esneciaily
as representatives of Corlis, Ti__r}perary and even Fast Clare ‘um;fs were
1‘0 rmrt:cmare_. An assembly point in_'a field cloge to the town even tually
saw the pondtual arrival of the variays contingents close op midnight. -
H_?ey totalled approximately sixty Volunteers. of whicf] number sr%;m(’.
tur.ty-were_ to take Jart in the actug) attack und the rcljnninder‘
1‘0 han vartons close-in barricades and oltposts. Simultnncon:lv the
creation of a arcle of mare ‘distant barricades and demolitions was in
nrogress at ‘the Tands of the local, units on all routes feading tol Kil-

Buttevant, Tipperary and Limericlk,

T

mallock, especially op those {rom the hostile military centres  at
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ADproaching midmght, the assembled

combat post, - Carroll’s house._thc RSt
roof. wasg

3 section.  Facing the bar_rack- Clery’s Hoie
" the, Provineial Bank_bcm;: assigned to 1)
which inchuled

O'Keeffe, Herlihy's premises fell o the

Lihation by ganigdes frem the I_oqn_l Volunt
the Provincial Bank and O'Hcrhhy’s,sho
rear.
normally ysed entrancesf that =t Clery's

n the guise of a commniercial travc[lpr.
the Volunteer narties took speciaf pains
and, distorbance, and’ appreciation of the

suthorities, Tn some instances sandbags,
wought into the

cifects as Darric
the lady of , the house, having retired for
main quictly gt rest, while her wmattress,
Iiited hodily and conveyed to safe refup

scctions, tasks detailed and leaders design:@ted fo

Tadhe Crowley, Baliylanders; D, P,
Kilfinane; §. Lynch and Y O’Brien, bofh of Tankardstow

Iinane, and its marrison inchided the East Clare leader,
~ These posts and thit at the back of the bar}“ack y
on time and without incident, each party being dire

In the other three posts there was more direc
being opencd

party by a Volunteer who had hooked intd the hotef ¢
Feinects was afterwards {reely cxXpressed,

POStS to avoid the necessity to make |
Wding mareria! for the windows,

Volunteers were assigned fo

r each scetion and jls

Ziving access (o the barrack
:

allotted to Tomais Malone (“Sean Forde™ with Edmond
Tobin ang P, Hannigan, both of Ballylanders’

among others in his
I had Tim Crowley in control;
- O’'Hannigan and a garrison
MacCarthy of
A, and Michael
Iot of J. MacCarthy of Kil.
Michacel nl’(fllnfll’}.
ard were occupied
cted to its des.’
In the case of -
D, entry was gaineg from, the
t access by .the
to the attacking
arlicr in the day
In all the occupied premises,
0 cause the mininum damage
ir care and Corrtesy in - those

ccr company.

already filed, wepp laborously

s¢ of househald

v another instance
the night, was induced to re- s
bedclathing atd "herself wero -

“ip particular by the Bank -

Z

¢ with the mininmg, ol Tuss
i ‘inconvenjence,

‘o the OCCUpying parties iy the three hons
.- they hastily barricaded the lowe
v .- firing points. the darle, rather squ o
o0 and seemingiy impregnable, From this front face of the harrack-—the
“broadside ¥ of the defence, g it were—would  come the gredrest
volume of defensive fire. Thoughts, tog, turned on the nmnerical
strengtli of (lhe police garrison. On this point there hag been some
eSS . conjccture, as the numbers of the RT.C. in the post liac varieg almost -
\ i - Fhe final and probubly accurate estimate for

. ‘ daily over o Iong period
HE O this particular date had put the. strength ‘at one sergeant and seventeen -
v ast-minute reflections.

. ) constables. Byt there was - little time for these |
;--c } i the. Previcusly, agreed on Hght-flash signals
i wmked out from the sky

SN . e es facing fthe barrack. a5
I poriions of the \larpe wittdowsg 5y
at enemy post looked grim, forbiddin.

and his

&, Shertly yfter midnight
. light on Carro_ll’s roof where Malone
:il(!gs verched precarionsty. :

! ,r’ Fhis Aanking nosition, as ¢ in combat, was the
~ [*. decisive one, so far, ot least, 4g affected the chances, of desi‘,royiu:;: the
el o harraci At the same time it was recoghised that the brunt of the
i conflict, so far as concerned the rethrn fire of the police, wonld Te

. : borne by the three attacking posig facing  the barrack, e events

. followed expectations iy these two respects, it turned ‘agt that the fate

) ) .. of the actoal Rarrison of the barrack was decided not by any of these ‘

. . . | Mam positions, but by the scemingly minor post at the rear. owever, oL

o o . that outcome was still ‘hidden ang many hours ahegd- as the “open

I Chre® gionag ﬂashed.

i ) . ‘ A , - The thud of the first nissile—, a
. had heen brought.¢o the SCene—as it hit the slate roof of . the barracl,

: nartly thrown, nartly dropped fro i
Chening cragh of musketry,
;- : could Be heard more clearly
) o ;g rifle voiley
A succeeded hy se
A - orate of fipel 1

Is 50 often the case

o~

-1t crunch of sjmjlay nissiles thas followed T
as the injtigl Wave of sound from the open~ ¢ '
HAve way tg g brief silence of the riflesz which wag
}[])arate #roups of shots ag e i

. ach pogt fell intg® g own
. The WOrKINg space a¢ the skyli

i Awkwird, and for :

namber and weight of ghe i
, : '-Et any onpe tillne.‘would suffice 1o bre
doubt wyg short‘whved; the si
mpaci. Soop a ganing hale anneared. .
dtop-floor roons at that y ;
hv' thig suceess, the Wiy was clear or tlpe
r»lan‘b:':mbs, petrol angd paraflin woylg he pro
tuntil the fina! objective Was secured,
_J\-Ic:ml.vhile, from (e
rig of rifle-fire and qguite 45 lteavy .
Trom the po]‘icle i ]

>

| aradually j¢ built :

apposite windows ACross the r()ad\w}ay.
. anertures, (he of;

1 oL HIES from which had been
Attacking rifleme i

nte g regularity of stabbin flashey
row of steeh-shuttere wi i s o the flouble.

targets in the
C mere gaping

vlight g

cramped and

doubt ag to whether the

next stage ;

pelled

n taken by

r the repeated
It porfion of

noured 5 steady
s of answering shogg «
/ ) i This retyey fire of the ‘de

slow in startm;:_thus deno

S CArnie

Tenders had been

surprise—hpt

Dositions oy the Aoory
] Vr)]lmlecr"w;ls hit, ;
wannd wag feund fo be Trom
& nolice hullet dislod

eeling o Iying
the Bani: DOst g )
W shot, hut o examination the T
I flying: mlass. Iy the post g4 O'Herlihy's : ot
‘ red a massive Cirtain pole, briugmg it down heavily

U”l‘ the head of the POst commander who,-cnriausly enough, wag th_‘é :

;miy Voflnnte};:; uéea:im;f- # steel helmet on ¢ I 1d so escaped - i
nry. TIn thig uel th i ition. " F .

the eerti ! Age of position. Pron; !

their targets With delihergge oot the

hand, Ly to A

the other
"oa Tacky $hot of thes .

cernable loophy
ender.

Cad}{ fasillace amptly fﬁ]_ﬁlled

¢ three posts. Irrespectlve of* itg

5
_ TCC p finding 4 hurnar .
e Jt é?i%tvﬁﬂm nol:c,[e Pned down iy thpir,l-ﬂrin,ﬁ- pogitiqnq and '
e o w . ellective cnpat againg Y poing g i ren ‘
e Spked. Gy IHainst the DO of mipin threa(— .
- ’ ‘ 1
“, - T
) : |
‘ -
_ — T e e -
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A SEIGE AND DESTRUCTION or K‘I\LMALLQCK BARRACK— ().)_:

There a road oil tank wagon had been moved to the front of Carroll’s

just out of the line of fire, being covered, in relation to
:li':gpl.)a.r{-itggsb]; the gable ol Carroll's premises. From this tank_ic.afr
2 chain of buckets conveyed the cil to the _roof-top post. Quanti u?
.of empty bottles had also been provided, .and these—an early kf'?rlmt 0&_
the mussite later uscd in the World ‘War under the name of © Molato

fire-spreading missiles.’ Thrown from buckets or in the filled hottles,

iled to ignite the oil-soaked rafters uutil a- grenade was thrown,

it)]‘lllt iig?«;lsio% fram which spread the flame of the burning. torch. So%u
she fire took a strong grip. i secmed only a matter of time before the
whole buildine would be ablaze, provided the police garrison were kept
pintted down. + But just then an unlooked-for development occurred—
the attackers’ Hanking position, Carroll's house itself, took firel .
Quickly the- fire-raisers had to reverse ibeir role. Fog a while it
taclked lile a losing fight to corb the unwanted fire, especially when o
hucket of parafin that had been mistaken for water, was thrown into
the blaze and added fuel to the flames. In the confusion and heat of

He beeane painfully sick and; while able to resume duty after a while,
it was only with dificalty. he later complefed a long journey home at
the canclusion of the'engagement. In the end, the firc was got yngler
control «nd the task ofyspreading the flames in the adjoining building
resumed. . ‘ .

By 2 aan. most of the upper part of the barrack was well alight, and
. part of it was heginning, to collapse. ft was, therefore, deemed
apportune to give the police garrison a chance to surrender.  Cessation
of firc was ordered, and demands to surrender were shouted. Some
muffled shouts in reply were heard, point being given to them by a

Catlack was résumed. For the next Tew houfs it followed the carlier
pattern, except that rifle fire from the barrack dwindled to scattered
shots.  Some of the attackers were then operating from street level
alternaiely appearing around the corner of Carrol’s house,. throwing
a filled bottle of oil against the front of the barrack, withdrawing and
anain reappearing to repeat the process, ’

The main barrack building was then all but completely in ruins, with
the reof and most of the upper Hoor collapsed to ground level. Ttlooked
like the vnd. But it was at this stage that the attackers suffered
their single casualty. Tdam Scully was one of the attacking party.
as also he liad been in the assaualt at Ballylanders, the previous month.
Tukitg lLis stand in the centre of the open street in front of the barrack,
he opened fire. and was answered by a single shot from the ruins. He

who rushed to his aid, he was attended to by Nurse O'Sullivan and Miss
Maura Sheely, both of whoin were available in readiness for such
srmergencies—one. of many sterling services these ladies rendered to
Volanteers. But the fallen Volunteer was bevond human aid; his death
must have been abmost instantaneous. :

Tt was now discovered that the police gar;ison; or rather its sur-

isarrack proper to one of the small outoffices in the rear. This retreat
had been effected out of view of the attackers’ post at the back of the

barrack, and it was prohably the reargtiard of this withdrawal who had

fired the final and fatal shot of the defence, . .

o Tf the surviving police were to bhe captured, a new aftack on zn
entirely separale boilding would have to be mounted. Time did not
permit this, with the NWour close on!7 am. and lieavy. military and
nolice reinforcerments momentarily eéxpected to close in on the town.

Leaving a barrack completely demolished with all its store of munitions.

© the Valunteers began their withdrawal which was effected ‘without any
¢ign of life from the rermnants of the police garrison. It was never
vroperly established what losses: that parrison had suffered. Estimates

" ranged frowm very large figures to the more conservative—and probably
“weeurate—Fhiaure of onc constable killed and two wounded.

. 80 ended the sccomd occasion that Kilmallock barrack was the centre
of military conflict. To the attackers of the Fenian Brothierhood and
the Trish Republican Arayv the cost in hlood Tiad been similar: in.'67.

Cthe “Unkaown Fenian”: in. 1920, the all-hiat onkoouwn Veluntecr from
distent Clenewt Comtty Kerrey, . e

J

Bt el

Cocktail "—were filled with petrol, and some with paraffin, for use as

nil began to pour through the broken roof. A flaming torch followed, -

hattle a parched Volunteer mistakingly drank paraffin instead of water!

volley' of police fire from some pari of the barrack. Accordingty, the

With the dawn, the rifle fire from the police had died away entirely. -

fell where lie stood. Brought under cover by a few‘of his comrades™

vivors to a nutnber then unknown, had succeeded in retiring from the




COPY. ' ‘g%ﬂluuﬂax £ /
| (4 Fasg2a) |

BULZAU GF KILITARY HISTORY 1913-21 |
OGLAIGH ns h-BIREANN. | BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-2]
- : No. W.S. ¥P3

=)
Organisation Memo No. 1 (1920). ira oifig,
" Baile Atha Cliath,

4.10.1920. h

Qrganisation of Flying Columns.

At the present time a large: number both of.our'men
and Officers are: on the: run in different parts of the
Country. The: most effective way of utilising these
officers and men wouidfseem-ta be by organising them as
& Flying Column. In this way - instead of being
compelled to a h&phaz&;d and aimless course of action =~
they would become: available as standing troaps of a
well-trained and thoroughly'reliable stamp, and their
action could be far more systematic and effective,
Permanent troeps of this kind WOul@.éfford-an exceedingly
valuable auxiliary arm t® the remainder of the Republican
Army which is: in great. measure onli aApart-pime-service
militia, ThB;Flying Columns having to serve actively
all the time would have to be kept fully equipped and

supplied with all necessariés.

These: Flying Columns would consist of only f;pst—
rate troops: as: the work required of them would be very
exacting. In the matter of organisation the: Cyelist 3
Compeny of 1 Eieut. and two Sections each of 1 Section
Commander, 2 Squad Commanders, and 2 Squads of L men
tagether with an Adjutant and Quartermaster, both ranking



as nac;ex, i.e. a total of 26 combatants could be taken
as a basis. A larger number  than this had better be
formed into two Flying Columns,  The men should be
thoroughly familiar with Cyclist Tactics, but inasmuch
85 the roads would freguently be denied to them by
superior enemy forces they should also be minutely
trained as Infantry.: | '

Tt would often happen that & considerable
proportion of the troops compos;ng the Flying Columns were
officers. Generally while such Officers are attached
to the'Flying Column, the next in command will cocmmand
and control their units, except in the case of
'Battalion Commandants, who shall Be released periodically
from the: Flying Column for the: purpose of attending
Battalion Councils: and carrying out inspectionsy the
Vice-Commandant, otherwise teking charge. After some
experience in Flying Column work a_Battalion Commandant
mey be detache&.from.tﬁé Column and returned permanently
to his: own area to work his Battalion. Each cese,
however, shall be dealt with as circéumstances demand,
excepmxthmt when the general rule above indicated is
départed from the matter shall be: reported to the Director
of Grganisation and permission sought. Within the
Flying Column the: Brigade Commandant shall appoint the
_Lieut, and Section Commenders. The Lieut. in charge
shell appoint the: Squad Commanders, Within the Flying
Column, too, all men af whatever Commissioned or nén-
Commissioned rank, shall while retaining that rank for
general Organisation purpeses, carry out thesgart;cular*
duties of whatever position is assigned to them as



\‘.ﬂ.

offfcers or men of the Column.

The duties ofi Flying Columns woi_lldl consist of two
guite: distinct type of action (a) Auxiliary Action and
(b) Independent Actiom. ' The: secoﬁ of these would
supply a striking arm hitherto not inm our possession at
all.

(a) Auxiliary Action.

Brigade Commandants would be able to assign the
Flying €olumn as an extra force - and a very valuable one -
to any Battalion Commandant for a local enterprise in

his area,

(b)._Independent Action.

This would comprise attacks on hostile patrols,
raids on mails or on enemy stores heard of accidentally, etcr
in shert all enterprises requiring to be taken on at .
instant notice and liable: to be endangered by delay.

The Flying: Column Commander while having a wide '
discretion as to enterprises he may undertake, subject

to any definite limites set by the Brigade Commandant,
shall be im definfte touch with. the: local 0/Cs in whase:
area he is, and shall keep them advised of the probable
movements 01; any proposed activities of the Column,

so that there mey be no "crossing of tracks" or
interference with one: an&ther's enterpris:es:; He: shall
be confined to his own Briga&g;- Ar.éa, except by definite
arrangement with the Brigade Commandant of a heighbouring

Area, whieh offered an opportunity for action.



Lo

Pemporary, attachment ofi other troeps to the Flying
Columns should not be done without careful consideration,

but might be advisable on specdial cceesions.

BY ORDER

(DIRECTOR OF ORGANISATION)
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1920 (Néw deries.) : . o 19:?:20-

NOa1

General Orders shall‘in future be issued as
occasion érises and shall be numberad conaescutively.
sufficlient coplaes shali be 1ashad.to supply each
Brigade Officex-and Battalion Commnandant,

.- Brigade and Battalion Commandente shull be
neld Eeapansible.for the aystematia oconveyanos of these
instructions to their officers and.men, and for ensuring
that they are goted on by them.

L}

By Order.

ADJUTANT GENERAL
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GENERAL HRADUUARTERD,

19:5480e

e riir

sopoclamations™e
'ﬁb rolunteer shall talke upaw nimgell.
the jﬂcuing of any puhliO'proolamatiqn in the nsaid

oi the I ish yolunteers or of the iziuh Republis,

H

- . 1 LY D i " VA A o oy 1 fs-é.‘:.,‘f.f
without Tormal aatner;ty From HeoAAREY TR b

By Order.

XQJUQAN” CTNEFRAL.

JECIPURY
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’ GENERAL HEADQUARTEES,
1980 (New Series) '
' ) 21:\5:200
NO. 3. _ : .

Statements to Police atc.

Yo Vvolunteer shell under any circumstances make &
stutement to any pdliceman or other Tnglish Officiml as to his
whereabouts or actions at any pariiculer time, or ag to.the
whereabouts or ectlons of any other persone.

This instruction shall not refer to ceses of indig-
oriminate holding up of passers-by by military or police pairols
of which the following is an instance -

on Saturdey night soldiers and policemsn .
were posted at the several approaches 1O the

tomn of N-— and all'persons entering or leaving

. were asked their names and business, while many

were searched. The guards werse posted abount B.30

pem., and were withdrawn at nmidnight.

volunteers are expected to be €0 campletely on the alext,
thet they shall not be held up in this way. When, however, they
nappen Lo be so held up, they may account for themselves, but should
do as simply ss possible.

By ord el' - !

ADJURAND GENZRATL.
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1, Tolunleoxs cbald ba. amruaﬂ.,m.-,mu . m_ﬁ-ma- by -the_Lollowing.
oPasGs |

- B X0 &aﬁ&ea 02 aawthins 1430 ® nilitsry-nafure, oboll be-buken O3 bé~
“apdeied 30 bo toen W any Volundeor, oxcept im mo fexy as thia s.a \
soversd by dedialte Rudera o poraisaion sobuslly received Lxon m\
a\meﬂw plilogde " i ' \
3. Ths facd thad action of » oorw.n sypo takes piseo in one Brigade
oy nattalion oroa doss nob congtitute such en oxdoy or pexmissions -
#@m Shada oxdon 43 no'h sntended So matﬂnt in ony woy. the "mpertw}.
e ORE emanﬁiw apdrit? of ow foroea. e pathoy to predarve tms
apirit Wﬁwmmg it mn:.nq; riot in hoaty ‘achion do iba own o.on
1\ ypimande. Buocess Qepands on oreaight, mad aairoful obaervation ol
ﬂamﬁ.ag A dho offensive ol -hhousht and pmmg nue't ba whosanings
Sy bepline \ |
B¢, HVery eodicn of a military nature anderbakon shal) ba roported n
 ia dotald \mediately by tho offfiecr in oommsad to nia suporior ofeioer”
" and the roport showld aitimately be trensmitted Lo Hoodgquoybers Staffte
8, Any nnmmar&aoa aotion of & nilitary nnwm tags.ne place ahm
0 DF- o oﬁﬂnarmuomwaorthnmw

‘ 3.!’ Ord'er. e
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- 9: fon in Civil Mat_ters.

. . ordinary
7. Velunteers as Volunteers and under theiramilitary control

shall not interfere or order interference in any matter of civil
metm'bion, except in so far 88 such interferance iB covered
by the definite order or permiss:Lon of their superior oifficer.
8. It s howaver the right as well an the duty of all persons to..
interfexe "in as organised and effective a way as possible to pre-
‘vent prectices which tend towar&s disorder or demoraliaation in
131 life, and this right and duty remains to the mdividual
?olnntear. Because of their organisation and efficlency, and be-~ ;
“VIQ of their natu:re, coatainin as they do the most public

a)u‘ited and’ aelf--sa.criﬁ_cing of our people, public opinion re-

" gerdleas -of the- primary function of the Volu.nteers, at times will

leok to them, &8 the body specially fitted to interfere in such

ttera. In such circumstanoes full ‘and definite. aetails of the h

stor shall be reported without delay to Headquarters Staff, by
tﬁm Brigade _Opmmendant concarned, With eny definite propossls ho
m congider advisable for dealing with the mstter, such ag the ‘_
uti.'l.i&ation of VOlunteers as an organi.swbion untlar the:lrmili.ta.ry _

centrol, thé enrollment under =z gelected Volunteer Officer or

obther parson of an emergency pom& force or otherwise.

9. In general it is hot desired ta ntiliae the vOlun‘bem Wr
their military coatrol to deal with eivil matte:ca.

10, Poresight in the a.nticipation ar Bu.ch oa.llﬂ for in‘bemronoa/
meﬁﬁ or by public opinfen is algo necessary, and
Head.quartera should be kept. .fully mfomaipfz oi::oumstanoea .and.

d.mlcpampn‘ts__likely to_..ca.ll £or 1te

. BY CRDER :

'

-

o



OGLAIGH na h-EIREANN.

GENERAL ORDERS.

1920 (Now Series) _ CEHERAL HEADQUARTEES,

NOosn . 29:5'.200
Correspondence

In addressing correSyondence to‘Headquar%ers the following
peint'a will be sttended to :-
i. Reports or queries relating to different departments or to
different wellwdeflued subjects will be written on diiferent sheets

of paper, separate shects being used in connection with the following: ~

de OQrpenisetion 7. Plans and activities.

2. Appointments and Tlectioas. 8. Medical Matiters.

de Intelligence. - 9, An t-0glach,

4, Training. - 10 Prisons.

5. Engineering. : 1l., Prisoners! Dependents.
6e Mtnition Menufecture. 12. Grime (Robberies, etc.).

13, Stores (Arms, Hand-books, etc.)
14.01ivil Matters (Axbitrstion Courts, Elections, etc.)

2, Replies to communications rocsived from & partioular birector
will be separately written o that Dirdctor and not as & portion of
somo other communication either to him ox to uayone else.‘l .

e Communications will be written on one eside of‘the reper oal¥e
4, Phey will be written oz paper of & euitable size, and ﬁeadeﬁ if
at ell possible with 8 printed haading indioativa of the Brigade. =

S. All correspondence will be onclosed in one envelope addresseu to

Ad Jutent Gerersal. .
N ‘ Bw'<0rdbﬁ.

-

ADJUTAN T GENERAL



OGLAIGH na hEIREANN

GENERAL ORDERS.

"1920(New Sories). - o ‘ GENRRAL AEADGUARTERS,

4%th. June, 1920,
NO.BO -

BOYCOPT OF R.I.f.

Volunteers shall heve no intercourse with the R.I.C., &nd
shall stimulate and support in every way thé boycott of'this
force ordered by the Dail., “ |

Those persons who assqciaté with the R.I.C, shall be sub.
Jected to the same boycdit, aad the fact of their association
with and toleration of this infamous force shall be kept public
in every possible ﬁayo Definite lists of such' persons in the

area of his command, shell be prepared and retainsd by each

Company, Battalion and Brigade Commandex,

By Order.

ADJUTANT GENERAL.,



B o vo;untcor c’ha.ll leave tho country or anp&J for & PeSB-

_OGLAIGH na h-EIREANN.

GENERAL ORDERS.
1920 (mew Series), GINERAL HRADQUARTERS,
110'0 10 o, : - ) . lgtho Jllne 1920e

SHIGRATION..

~

i ordihariIV-emigration at the progent time must be rogarded .

s desortxoﬂ in the faes. o# the onemy.

port to any other country for the purpose off em;gration without
transmitting particulers ¢f his cese through nis superior officer

to Eea&quarters_staff and rocvainv their formﬂl written authorltyo

e The booming of emigretion and the toutlng for emigrsnts by
Tmigration ageata shall not be allowad and cagoes o¢ thls--oocuxrisg

ghall bLe reported at once Yo Beadquarters.‘ Thig does not refer to

the simple booking of passggeso

ADJUTANT GENERAT..

By Order.
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On the 6.1.21 a meeting of the following BDES was

. held in Cork No.2 area. The 0/C Cork No.2 informed
- you that sald meeting was called.

BDES. REPRESENTED. REPRESENTATIVES.
Cork No. 1l Comﬂt and Adjt.
Cork No.2 . A

" 3 ) " and Q. master
Tipp. No.2 "

T ipp. No.3 - " and Adjt.

East Limerick Vice " " "

The Comdt,Tipp.No. 3. presided: Adjt Tipp No. 3. was
Sec. to meeting.

D g g gl o —— A g —

It was decided to send the following suggestions to G.H.Q.

That G.H.Q. issue a proclamation to effect:-~

In areas where hostages are taken by the enemy in lorries
and otherwise: the enemy whether armed or unarmed will be
shot at sight. -

o o -

That G.H. Q. issue a proclamation to effect:-

In view of the enemy proclamation that our troops will be
shot if found armed. The enemy will be similarly dealt
with by our troops.

To agk G.H.Q. to get J.J.O0'Connell to pick out the

telling points in reports of encounters from BDES.
rapresented at the meeting: to c¢riticise ambushes: attacks:
surprises, all encounters planned or carried out, in fact
a résumé of the activities of these BDES. and issue a

copy to each of these BDES. monthly.

To agk G.H.Q. to decide what punishment be meted out to

" deserters.

To suggeat that G.H.Q. publicly declare our troops on
active service.

To ask G.H.Q. 1f anything is available in discipline
arising out of suggestions sent them (at their own
request) from various BDES, some time ago.

To point out B H.Q. that there is a great difficulty in
BDES. sbout enforcing Discipline: As BDES. have no
definite uniform punishments to deal with various offences.

To ask G,H.Q. to issue at least a list of offences that
incur the capital punishment.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

NOo. W.S. {IE




10.

11.

12.

1.

2.

That as medical services are so very important: G.H.Q.
are asked to pay a Doctor in each BDE, area. Such
Dr. to be a whole time officer who will organise this
branch on a military basis.

To point out to G.H.Q. that a food ship has recently
arrived at Cork (sent by some committee in America)
and to ask G.H.Q. to consider the advisgsability of
getting a shipment of tinned foodsturfs for flying
colums in this way.

To ask G.H.Q. to do its utmost 6o get the Cork Relief
Fund (America) extended to ecover all areas....Monies
to be used to relieve the unemployment caused and
helping uninsured owners of property and business.

To offer G.H.Q. -

(a) An unarmed flying column of 20 men from each two
BDES. (i.e.Three flying columns 20 men each). To be
armed by G.H.Q. and to be sent by them to inactive
areas, or (b) That the six BDES. represented between
them arm one flying columm for similar duties G.H.Q.
to see to their Quartering and Rationing. It is
suggested that these columns (or this column) operate
in inactive areas and as far as possible from Enemy
Active Basesn.

It was decided to make roads impassible for the enemy
by tearing them up and posting snipers to prevent the
enemy from repairing them. Also to instruct Co.
Councils not to repair them.

It was decided that the fact of the enemy carrying
hostages will not prevent our attacking them (unless
otherwise ordered by G.H.Q. )

To snipe all enemy posts on one night each week and to

constantly snipe them by day.

-
-

To make week ending 23.1.21 a very active week,

Intelligence was discussed at some length.

Wrecking of troop trains was discussed.

Inter BDE. communications were fixed up.



9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

1y,

15.

16.

17.

Tapping of phone messages was discussed.

Dug outs were spoken of and it was declded to make
at least one in each Coy. area and report at next meeting.

Coy. outposts for the night in each Coy. area to be
roasted at entrance to area: to consist of six armed
men, two on and peir off duty; they to snipe at enemy
entering the area, and alarm the whole area against
surprise,

It was decided to snipe aeroplanes,

The chances of capiuring despatches dropped from planes
were also discussed.

Day alarms: such as singing Church bells, shouting
through bottles (with the ends out), etc., were also
discussed.

It was decided to arrest all strangers appearing in

areas and make them prove ldentity. In the case of

a Volunteer he will be sent back to his own area

unless he either has his transfer or a note of permission
from his 0/C. ‘

Arms: -

It was decided to ask G.H.Q:-(a) can we, or will they
(G.H.Q.) do anything about Limk. City where possibly
L4OO rifles are lying idle., (b) Also 100 rifles in
Tipp. Town.Bn.4. Tipp No. 3. which are useless, as they
wont eject mark V1l.. 303. can mark IV be procured
anywhere or can mark V11l be reduced to suit.

S s g T — s ———— ——

It was decided to remove enemy proclamstions wherever
and whenever possible.

To send a report of meeting to G.H.Q. with the
suggestions included, and on receipt of their reply
to call a further meeting.

C. na M,

ADJT TIPP No. 3.

Sec. to Meeting,
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ON ACTIVE SERVICE

E. Lk. Bde.

12 L ] I [ . 21 -
REPORT _BY
VICE BRIGADIER
To
0.C.,
E, Lk. Bde.
I. I wish to make the following report to you and for

transmission to G.H.Q., subject to your approval.

Our Brigade has now had about twelve (12)

engagements with the enemy during 1920, one of these being
fought outside our own area. We have waited in differant
parts of the Brigade area about fifteen (15) times for the
enemy without result. These activities, in conjunction
with the fact that our Brigade area is small compared with
those of other Brigades, have placed excessive burdens on the
civil population inecreased by the fact that we formed the
first active service corps in Ireland and are in the field

since May, 1920.

II. As far as we know, there has been scarcely an
military activity of any consequénce in two Brigade areas
ad joining ours - Mid Limerick and West Limerick. Two such
inactive areas on our borders are a danger to ﬁs in our
operations and I therefore respectfully meke the following
suggestions: -~ .
(a) That three or four Battalions of West Limerick
Brigade neareast to us be included in our

Brigade.



(b)

(e)

(d)

That all Battalions in Mid-Limerick between us
in the eity be inclued in our Brigade.

That all arms, ammanition and men in these
distriets be placed at our disposal so that
the burdens and trials experienced by the civil

population consequent on military operations be

" equally distributed over the whole county.

That,, as an alternﬁtive to the foregoing suggestlons,
East Limerick be appointed Headguarters for the '
whole county and city and that the Brigade be
empowered to spread the offensive operations over
the whole county and city and to organise the men

of the county to use their arms to the best

advantage.



"i

{m

v ) _5..

ARMS AND AMMUNITION

I. In view of the fact that we never had a large
quantity of arms and ammunition in our Brigade and that what '
we actually have was obtained from the enemy by hard fighting,
our supplies are not nearly adequate for the enterprises now
offering. On occasions when we lay in walt for the enemy

we expected a strong force instead pf which we had to meet
overwhelming numbers armed with weapons far superior to our
OWn. On these occasions our men fought well but were unable
to make the necessary captures to maintain our supplies.

The forces of the enemy are now at all times liable to press
heavily on us. Preparations are in progress at thé southern
end of our area and may at any time have to assume the
defensive., We also réquire more harassing tactics in our
area and for this purpose we need to be in a position to
expend some ammunition without expecting a return by way of
capture. I am of opinion that we require a reserve of, at
least, 5,000 rounds of .303. - For offensive as well as
defensive purposes we require a maching gun and ammunition
for seme, or at the least the use of one untill we capture

one.

With regard to the remarks concerning West and Mid-
Limerick, I am of opinion that they will be quite willing to
co-operate with us if we are commissioned by G.H.Q. to

approach them.

Our most pressing need is an extension of our area.

P>z



OGLAIGH NA hEIREANN.

KBD-OIFIG, ATH CLIATH. General Headquarters, Dublin.

Department e.......

Reference NO. eevee :
26th January, 1921.

The ﬁrigade Commandant,
East Limerick.

A Chara,

This is an acknowledgment of the receipt on the
21st Jan&. of two communications dated 4th January re
transfer of Officers and Propaganda and the communication
of the 15th January being a report from your Vice
Brigadier. The matter shall -have consideration in due
course and you shall be-fhrther commanicated with.

Beir beannacht,

c/s
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"OGLAIGH NA h-EIREANN.

Ganeral Headquarters,

19th January, 1921,

" To: '

Brigade Commandant
Limerick East.

A Chara,

The: following is & copy of a communication sent

~ yow on 9th December to which T have not had a reply:

"Upwards of twelve months ago you were asked
to makefcertain arrangements with a view to having ready
on short noxiceespecial men volunteering for special
work. You quoted a number as available, but this

figure: 1s unfortunately not now available here,
Will you review the matter at once and

1, Let me: know by return what this number is
and 1f all are: still available.

2. Consider and report in a month if any

. additional number of Volunteers will be available from

your area, In getting additional Volunteers, the
routine already laid down must in all cases be: strictly

adhered to.'

Will ydu report in the matter without further

delay.

Belr beannacht,

c/S.
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. A Chara,

I have heard from a most reliable source
that there is to be -a rou.nd—tlzp_on‘a‘very large sicale

in Bast Limerick and that this round-up is to take

_place at any moment. This might take in the whole

of East Limk. They are going to billet the men in

houses whénever they require rest.. The enemy :

‘officer {vh'o told this to the peésbn whom I gbt it

from said it would be a-"glorious smash up”.

ST O.C..

To Bri'g. Adj.

As there may be something in above
you may send out warning. o

0.‘ c.




APPENDIX J. ' V////"

OGLAIGH NA hEIREANN =~
Co . Headquarters, 4th Battn.
: Cork No. 2 Brigade.
26.4.21.

TO: Brigade Commandant,
East Limerick Brigade.

"Intelligence Dept."

A Chara,

The following telephone message passed through here
this morning, the 21st inst. at 2 a.me I could not find
out where it came from but expect from Limerick or
Kilmallock or perhaps Croom going on to Buttevant -

I. That they had received information that the rebels
. were preparing for an attack on Croom Barracks.
The information came from a good source, same as at
the time of Fedamore, but on that occasion the
' messenger was late with the news, otherwise the
story of Fedamore would have been different.

II. The (the enemy) would try and find out from the
. informer of the above message, when this attack
vas coming off, and if the information came
they would round up a big area round Croom.

This round up would be on a very large scale.

You will kmow yourself {f theke is anything in
the above and, if so, will be in a position to make
arrangments accordingly.

I would also warn you to insist on those with you.
keegigg ﬁheir mouths shut. %A closed mouth catches
no es”.

- Hoping you are well.

Signed: BATTN. LT. INTELLIGENCE.
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BLACK AND TANS ANNIHILATED AT DROMKEEN C.

By LIEUT.-COLONEL J. M. MacUARTHY

'FLAUN-TING deftance from the highest point of a large, detached
¢ _ building in’ the 'village of Pallas,® County. Limerick, a conspicuous

flag in the sombre colours of black and fan strikingly, if uncon-
ventionaily, identified the local police barracks throughout the winter
of 1920-21. Pallas was the headquarters of a police district in char_gc
of an officer ranking as a District Inspector, R.IC, but whose special
category, and that of the greater part of the.lar_ge garrison, was
plainly indicated by the unofficial emblem .s0 prominently displayed.

arca at that period, and was expressive of the challenging *sentiments
of the ‘garrison towards the- countryside' at large, but particularly
towards the East and Mid-Limerick Brigades, I.R.A.  These two
units were equally involved through the fact that, though Pallas itself
Wwas in the East' Limerick domain, the inter-Drigade boundary 'ran
close by, while ,the police district—and, needless to say, the police
activities—extended into hoth areas. o

For long the operations, and more cspeciaily the methods yef this
garrison had made 'its personnei exceptionally feared by the” general

public, and. had proved a very sharp thorti for the two brigades which

it faced with a challenge that had to be met. The police were definitely
in the ascendant when, early in 1921, they scored what, in the circuni-
stances of the time, was a big success, and for the Jocal LR.A. a
correspondingly scrious reverse, by locating and capturing the arms
dump of the Mid-Limerick Brigade. The police raiding party took

- good care to celehrate their feat by visiting the house of Dick
+OConnell of Cahcrdonlish, the “ on-the-run” {J/Q of the Brigades
~Active Service” Columit, and. staging a feu-de-joic -with the captured

weapons in the presence of the occupants paraded fo witness, so they
were assurcd, this proof of defeat and final end of the Column's
activities. ©~ * . . : .
These events brought matters to & head.. Cousultations, alrcady in
progress between the two brigade staffs, with a view to common
action, were hastened to a conclusion. Plans considered for an attack
on the barracks disclosed serious difficulties to be surmounted, in view
of the pitiably poor armament of the LR.A. The nature of the huilding,

its position and defences made for difficuity of approach, and cnsured

a protracied fight before the defenders could be overcome., Pespite
the fairly extensive experience of the FEast Limerick Colump in cou-
ducting: prolonged and successful .barrack attacks, such as that at
Kilmallock in the previous May, when the attack.was sustained for
over six hours, the time factor in this case was a definite obstacle to
success.  The proximity of Pallas to large military and police centres
(Limerick City, ten miles; Tipperary, twelve miles) made it probable
that the .garrison. would -be relieved long before the barracks could
be destroyed or captured, notwithstanding all that might Le defe to
tmpede the arrival of reinforcements. « With a  mere. sniping, or
demoustration, attack being 'of no value since the situation required

- that the LR.A. should rcgister a clear-cut success, an  awkward

prgblerp secemed to defy solution, wheil John Purcell, the [/0%of the
Mid-Limerick. Column, eamec to the rescue.. He was able to report

il

. The hoisting of this banner reflected the tension prevailing in ihe .

that a considerable portion of the Pallas police garrison regularly - -

travelled with a. lorry-convoy t¢ Fedamore, ecleven miles distant,
mauking' the rclurn journcy on the same. day. Trurther, hed was able
to indicate the route normally followed, and cven to fix "the usuzl date
of the movement ag the first Thursday of cach month. :
With this information the decision to attack and destroy the convoy
was taken, the first Thursday of February being fixed for the offort

3

* Author’s Note,—This is the form of the name'by which the village

V. . - . . -
“1s normally known except when necessary to distinguish it from Old

Pallag, 1% miles"to the south-west. According to local usage, it then
becomes New Pallas,  The Ordnance Survey map versions are re-
spectively, Pallag Grean, (New) and Pallas Grean, bul in some map
editions “Old Pallas is given ag an alternative, to the latter name,

as 4 juint operation by EKast and Mid-Limerick Columns, the /0

-of the former, 1. O’'Hannigan, takirg éharge. of the combined units

tor the occasion’  An examination of the route lted to the further
conclusion that a carefully laid ambush along a particular streteh of
road (sce sketeh) at Dromkeen, some three miles from Pallas, offered
the best method of attack. There a straight seclion of the route

';ctkg‘tel?tlcti for 300 yards, slightly downhill, from a bend at its western
(Fedameoere) end,

,hou_s; at the b_end afforded observation btk ever the whole ambush
position, and westward for a considerable “distance towards Fedamore, |

to a road junction at'its castern (Pallas) limit. A

The toad junction presented .almost full right-angled turns to vehicles
travelling in any diréc_tion, and, was an chvious site . for barricades
I\ylnch would he out of sight until the turn was about ‘to he talen.
i'rom this point, too, observation over the entire pesifion, and extending
as far ag the western bend and Dromkeen Mousc, . was feasible from a
rwied house at the road fork. : -
Fhese dacilities, and the lay-out of the road section, were definite
ud‘vaumgcs in the light of a number of factors. As the intention was
to destroy the convoy completely, a fairly leigthy stretch of the route
had to be held .to ensure that all the vehicles were within the position
l)c_forc the action opened.  The position had also to be capable of
being scaled-off at hoth ends when ‘the convoy had entered it.  The
length, at Bist sight “over-long, was therefore not excessively o in
¥ when there was 1o certainty as to the

number of lorrieg likely to bc encountercd, nor as to the distance
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: be in the immediate vicinity of Pall#d -longer than was absolutely

ISTORY 1913-21

5 Y '1@19.1 Tt AR minit wi, and for other
reasons, it was decided to intercept the eonvoy on its return, rather
, than on its outward journey. In thiz way its strength would be known
Y mately the same when it set ont on its return trip from Fedamorc,
though it had varicd somewhat on ocecasions. With this knowledge
v any nccessary ladt-minute adjustment in dispesiticns couid be made.
. Alse, there was the point that some local residents had seen LRA.
. officers in the vicinity a few weeks previously.  Although not con-
. pected with the planned attack, this circumstance had given rise
to not a little gossip locally that the area was being marked out as
i the scene of an action. ‘Lhere was alwayg thé possibility that this
{ gossip had reached further afield and,enabled the hostile garrisons
. .in the neighbourhood to lave planned a counter-move to atly LR.A.
\ attack. Allowing the convoy to pass unmolested on its outward trip
{ would permit observation of hostile movements in the area during
{ that period and reveal -any preparations for such a counter-move.
i Purther, the later in the day the action opened thie better from the
standpoint of the Column’s withdrawal, which it was desired to effect
under cover of darkness as far as possible in view of the claborate
military and police reactiong anticipatéd. The other grounds for
interception on the return journcy were that it made actual occupation
of the position unnecessary until confirmation of the moveinent of the
convoy was received, -and, by that very fact, lessened the possibility
of a long and perhaps fruitless wait in the position itsclf. Also, by
ensuring that occupation would not be effected at all if the convoy
did not move cut, possible disclosure of intentions was avoided,, and
vthe same gite could be' used apother day, This consideration was
important in view of the suitability of the location, and the distinct
chance that the Intelligence Officer’s estimaie as to the date’ of the
movement might not be borne out by events. -
Keeping this valuable consideration in mind, as well as the special
caution needed in this particular area, the arrival of the tive columns,
aud their junction with ong another, was so timed that nelther would

.

¢

"necessary.  The most disiant of the two, the Easti Limerick unit was
mainly concerned in this “ approach march.” By the day preceding
‘that fixed for the aitack, it had reached a Dbilleting arca, nine miles

+

Thy away, fNear Emly on the Limerick-Tipperary border., At ‘:1iéhtfa11
it moved forward some four miles to the neighbourhood of Kiltecly,

where it remained for a few hours before continuing, while darkness
still . prevailed, to a previously agrecd-on ‘“assembly area,” and
- rendezvous with the Mid-Limerick (Column.  This rendezvous was
al Bemnett's farm at Cloverfield, Kilteely, a secluded locality away
from dwellings, and a little over a mile short of the selected Dromkeen
position.  There contact was made hetween the two columns just
before dawn. The combined force, some forty riflemen strong, then
lay up to await developments, A dilapidated shed afforded the shelter
required, both because of the need for secrecy and because of the
fact that the weather «duting the moves on the preceding nights had
been very bad. and had continucd so. Communication was sooun
established with the lotal scouts who, from  early morning, were
keeping 'movements in Pallasy and on the adjoining roads, under
.olservation. It was not, however, untit close to noon that catculations
were in, great part, fulfilled by the news that two lorries, carrying
about twenty policemen, with the District ‘Inspectdt in charge, had
started out along the road towards Fedatnore. ' o
A move Was at once made io the site for the intended interception
througl}, which, as further information soon indicated, the lorries had
]:‘assc[_l, travelling fast and close together. ‘The weather had then
cl_&:a}"’ed, and tuckily, as matters devecloped, little time was required
f0r§ tuking up -positions, these' having been assignd beforehand.
Excepting the farmhouse at the turn of the rcad to OId Pallas, and
Dromkeen House, all the \houses and the barn provided fire positions,
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BLACK AND TANS Annihilated at Dromkeen ., ———C.———TWO.
«and -were” occupied in varving strength according to accommodation
ands field of fire available.” The “farmouse, left unoceupied, was used
to detain passers-by,.somc half-dozen being thus interned.” The
house on road bend at the westery end held a party detailed to
ohserve the route towadds Fedamore, signal movements from that
direction, and prevent a withdrawal by the lorries or their oceypants
by that route, Among, the members of the Column who comprised
that poty were Kaptain -1, Guerin (Kilteely Company); Captain
Sean Stapleton (Qfla Company), and Volunteer M. Meade (Eiton
Company), all of East Limerick Brigade.. The last-'men.tloned. had
ihe distinction of. having served with Roger Casement's Irsh DBrigade
in Germany and [was 2 very cxperienced soldier, who acted as weapon
and drill instructor in the Column,

The Command Post 1-as located in the rui.ncd house at the road-
“junction, its occupants being the East Limerick Column commander,
3. O'Hannigan; the writer, ag Column Adjutant, and a few qug11-
teces, including David (lancy of the Cush Company. Thig position
was the nerve-centre of the operation, being, as alreac}y indicated,
well placed for observation, fire and control.  Any vehicle entering
the ambush would face it head-on, and the only doubt about the
suitability of its location was whether one or more of the fast-

* driving police lorries might, not crash into it before being stopped
by fire and so demolish not only ‘the already tumbled-down structure,
but its garrison as well However,” that risk had to be t:ltken. Small
detachments alse took position at intervalg on both’ sideg of the
straight stretch of read long its low bbundary walls, in the yard of the
farmhouse uscd as a place of detention, and at the fences covering both
he road-fork and two barricades erected there. The main body of
the Mid-Limerick Column was placed on the northern side of the
straight stretch of road and included the C/0 of that: Column, Dick

v on its departure from Pallas and might be ‘counted on 10 be approxi-
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e Conndly Sean - Carroll of Castleconnell; James Horan, Johnny

i Vaughan, Jee Ryan and Ned Punch. A few of the Mid-Limerick 3
H men—Jimmy Humphreys, the noted county hurler among them—were

also dctailed to garrison the barn on the opposite side, a position that
allowed plunging firc to be brought to bear from the top of itg con- .
tents, on to the road. The other fire positions' on this (southern) e
side and on the barricades were manmed by East Limerick Volunteers,
with Liam Hayes, Dan Allis, Ned Tobin, Owen O'Keeffe and Danny
Moloney in charge of sections of the Column so located, Other .
prominent members of the Fast Limerick ‘Clolurhn with these sections
inctuded Jim Greenc, the iate Tom Howard, who was killed in action
. i a few months later; and—such is the ubiquity of the men of Cork—
two natives of that county, Bill Burke of Ballindangan, Mitchelstown,
and David. Barry of Glanworth. The latter subsequently served in
hig nalive county as Brigade Adjutant of one of the hard-fighting
Cork brigades. .
The barricades were made with farm-carts in preference to other 4
forms of obstruction so that no ouiward signs need remain should there
Le a postponement, For thé same Teason no artificial fire positions
were constructed, except -at the northern boundary wall of the road
wlicre loose stones, readily replaceable, permitted a limited number
of loop-holes, TElsewhere fire was to be brought to bear from the .~ .
top of the walls and the fences, the hay in the barn, and the windows ‘
of the houscs. A passing ass and cart conveying.a bag of flour was
commandecred to form one of the barricades, and the wotman owner
_“interned ™ in the cross-roads farm house, loudly bewailing the fate
§ - of her flour. As events turned out, this barricade was sg violeatly
5. struck by the leading police lorry ag to burst open the bag and scatter
¥ its contents. This incident, however, had a happy cnding for the
cwuer, as she persisted in a claim for compensation, which was fully
met years later by the State.” ’
The dispositions of the joint Columns were then complete except g
L . fon two other. measures intended to secure thé authors of the projected
* 7+ surprise against Deing themselves surprised.  One wag the eccupation
by a party of armed local Volunteers of a position near Dromkeen
. across the intended line of retreat to keep open that route and cover . '
ot the withdrawal of the (olumn.  This step was considered . essential
: in view of the heavy military traffic in the vicinity. ‘The other scourity
measure was the use of a screen of scouts provided over a widé area fb !

]
o 8 by the local Volunteer companicsxwam of hostile approach from an
k! unexpecled direction. The frequedey of enemy patrols in the locality .
¢ _ generally, and on the main Limerick-Tipperary road, only three-
! Y quarters-of-a-mile distant, made stich a happening not improbabie.
A 2 Whetlher or not it was appreciated at the time, the fact is that thesc
3 o scouts had no c¢ffective means of delaying, or rapidly communicating
& the progress of any hostile formation should the latter, ag wayg likely,
. t ¢ have bheen motorized. Conscquently, had an occasion for action
w: ¥ Dby the scouts arisen, this protective measure would in all probability
0 b4 have broken . down badly. : -
SR ! It wag a little after 12.30 pan., with all in readiness, . After an
{ v? uncomfortable night and morning, and a long cross-country march 1o
s‘ 2. _their next billeling area in prospect, the Volunteers hoped for an
E “carly end to their vigil. ln this they were not disappointed, for nearing
« . .onc o'clock the approaclof lorrics was signalled. Hardly had .
B ... the sighal been amplified to indicate the number of vehicles ag two, - :
ia1- -+ when the first appeared around the road“rbend, quickly followed by | ,
) F° the scecond at about fifty yards’ distance.  OQrders had provided of e
5 £, the opening of fire when the first of whatever number of lorrieg might - 1
5 5 comprise the convoy took the turn at the road-junction. In the cvent,
: b firc was opened a few scconidg before this occurred, due probably t»
'} + the riflemen in the western half of the position having difficulty in
& mdging the exact moment of the leading lorry’s arrival at the road- -y
& fork. | As matters went, the plans of the attackers were not harmed - !
"™, by thc premature firing, though it might have been “otherwise lad
¢ here been a larger convoy or a wide inctrval between the lorries. ’ !
B /;f' "'he happening did serve to emphasizé the mecessity for a check on
¥ detail lest danger should result from a small oversight on a future
Tl OGCCAS101, —im e . . B
-"""’i‘ﬁ?& "Afterithe opening vo“cy,--tlm—ﬁ1'5t..]orry_contih11er! -alang the. shore e
- % distance iwhich separated it from the road-junction.. To the occupants | —%

of the Command Fost it gave a fecling akin to what.must be the reaction - |
of riflemen in a trench when confronted by a tank charging directly
upon them.  The lorry towered to a huge size in the eycs of Com-
mand Post garrison as it thundered down the sloping road almost on
lo the muzzles of their riffles. Wonld it maintain its course and crush’
them in a sickening crash into the ramshackle cottage? Would its
driver survive long enough to avoid the crash aud take cither the left
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wh  Or right Nurn?  Amazingly, he did survive despite the point-hlank ;
i volleyg which struck his lorry from the petmt and from both sides,

P oo . Confronted with the barricade as he was taking the< left-hand turn :

Fy o on tug :sval route o Dromkeen Station, he swerved violently to the 1'

s right in an <éffort to take the other turn. Faced there with the second -
bafricade, the lorry struck Both it and the fence adjoining the ruined
;. beuse.  Thrown, or having jumped clear,-the\driver, who happened
" to be the District [nspector, and another policeman, reached the
“adjoining field unharmed.  Aided by the fact that they alone among ) !
the police were wearing civilian clothes, they snccecded in making - !
geod their escape and cventually proved: to be the sole survivors of
a total poliee party of thirteen. A stronger police cscort had been
cxpected, but a- reduction in the original number had probably been
made at Fedamorc. Of the five occupants of the first lorry three
remained, oue of whom was mortally, and two slightly, wounded at
. the outsct. The latter two took cover at the roadside, but shortly after
were again hit, this time fatally. i
The second lorry contained eight policemen. 1t had arrived a little
beyond mid-way in the ambish when _the first shots were fired.
~7¥ ' Halting at ouce, its occupants began to dismount.  Some .were hit
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while dong so; olhers a3y they tobk up gositions at the roadside;. of

these five were killed outright, and onc suffered severe woundg that
proved fatal some days later. Two managelt to get into positions.
heteath the lorry, from which they fired from behind the wheels.
Refusing Lo surrender, they maintained a steady exchange of shots,
and might have prolonged this situation indefinitely as they were prac-
tically securc against being hit by fire from the initial positions of the
ttackers. A move to get on théir own level by ‘firing on them from

the actun! road-bed was undertaken by Volunteer Johnuy Vaughan, .

a Limerick City member of the Mid-Limerick Celumn.  Assisted by
the firc of his comrades, he engaged in a cloge-range duel by taking
up a4 new position on the roadside, from which he quickly put an end
to this last-ditch stand ofsthe police remnant. The two policemen
responsible for this determined fisht against hopcless cdds were Llwo
of only three members of the regular 7 RLC. in the police party.

Ip the course of the attack on the sccond lorry the combined Columns
sustained their single cnsualty when Liam Hayes, in his position on
ihe wall near the churcl, had his hand shattered by a bullet.

Nightia!l saw the Voluntecrs safcly installed in billets some twelve

miles from Dromkeen.’ I .
In the - particular ' circumstances outlinégd at the outset, the action

Cat I,)_romkecn had not inconsiderable effect on the morale of not only
the LILA. in County Limericl, but of the civil population as well.-

Perhaps its achievement din thig rgspect is Dbest illustrated by the
remarl: of a local “ character ' who, having accosted the Mid-Limerick

Commander following the opcration, registered his disbelief in rumours

then current of ap impending political compromise, by enquiring,
faceliously : “ Would you take Dominion Home Rule now, Dick?”

-
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I have pleasure in stating that, from the
time of my being taken prisoner on the 1lo/2/t21,
until the eve of my release (i.e., when I write
this) I have been treated by the I.R.A. as well
as could possibly be wished for under the
conditions prevailing. T have been treated with
every possible consideration and respect and have

'in the way that they have done everything in their
power to make me comfortable.

- The inhabitants, who were forced to house

me, by the I ,R.A., made me very comfortable and I
do not consider that they could be held responsible.

= (sgd) @& (?) 0. wackay, F.0.
b R.AIF.
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*Qﬁ‘ﬁ,- ThiL Brlgmee h“"?.“OWﬂ nore JCth;tj during ths week. Apn attsok

o .on Midleton Polics @sivacks was. the fir b Wilitary operation undav.

~ taken for some cmns:warabTQ tima . largs ﬂumbar of men bcok part’

. manyi, of whiom caquﬂ?ﬂm the City %pparentlv on’ bicjm&eﬂ stclen durﬁn
the same gvening, . ,

-The‘réﬁé@s hevs odlleoﬂed SCmA motor onrs ﬂnd mctor oyolae dhﬂﬁ
ing the “latte? part o the.waek, also a large nuansr of pedal cyoler .
Thaqe nay bs used ¢0T &n ope*a+1on in the ﬂeur futurs,

L M l

v TAY ooncwntra,Jrn ol rebalg is ﬂnportdd at Inchﬁvpnlavh again, bu.

«; informatlon abc nh B BTEa is difliﬂu4+ to oonitrm.
[ -,-, . - ’
< Informaticn SISl Mfld frou quv*idl suuruea £6233 to show that.
is no Flying ba-ﬂf* iar Houle (Eid) L derk Brigads, -and - that Halaﬂ'

- Column de spoken' o asg Lna ﬁ“,ﬁﬁﬂ Columty 032 both o.ls and Ho7 K

Br;nadas.,j. Them: %*ﬁ a cartaln Tumbsr of ‘active service med o
L oge réknd in emell vhs, but tbeee avpear to spend their whola Llia
3 abtempting to° avoiod SAPTUTe . Their . rumo el <} wnen|vepo;ted by oivin' o
-wli 2018 arTe great’v angpuzd*ad . : ) s %, '

no.4 Battdl on aea (Qupeﬂqtown, Lideton and Youghal) of this
Brigade ig very - vnem‘%rad end & Hmall murdar zang. haaded bJ Jil_ia
Aharne ls very aoiiza. ; ’ S . :

o

1T -

. i of the I..A. . T%
'I‘ﬁbis,Batt@lion ey

; \ﬂivers,own) BTy ba*ng prndafeu vy Bembers -
rqqid nte »re ot Treporting theee ooourranees.
~+h°rw1ee aotiVe o .

e

.- ?nd (ﬂorth) Cork d:i~ade‘
2nd Baﬁﬁaljcr ‘anmn Ia *eEO“ fad - to have moved. into Neut detar- o
ford ‘and tc be bi an'+rd-round Kiloaothomas . Thig ssems. unlrkely P
but they may hevs ””nw thars te. rainfcrea. the’ Materford Bd» Unit, - -
e all avanig thers na"ﬂbean DTHOtJQlJ]‘ noe aqtivitv‘*n their own
7 eren, They are qp*d £n’ hav: b*an rﬂdﬁonntbla for thu burrow Train
«iimbuah. . R : ‘ e

v
.t

3rd dabt&lion han oeenfuotjvn in road blqoking, snd srae aleo -

snonaible for the burming./cf s Lioter Ambulwnoq at &Lanwortb and far’
Pulling up. the ﬁainw“y uine at . BulLyHUOLJr‘, ”Hiﬂ latter plaoe It now

in TFather: a4 bad &Lats owing -to thle raldase of - % numbar of gnggrneon
'Trom K1¢uorth agal nﬁ* whom sufficlqn* =v1dnnoe oould not ba Ohtu;ndu'

“ : on’ tha night arf jﬁe 3/4th “aj t1= A .. of thez6th Sattalio. wﬂra__
<7 billsttead at Clashy'iinleem, 4 miles i .d. of Kigkeal. On*4tr, L o3, o
' movad to the Maelin iistrict but isefy hurriedly ‘about. midnigb - ’dt
- csomnandearad carta, =to Tn1e mas hatte cton the ‘result of e éorvov

?;Qf Storeg end 1aaﬁzfq which war - to ﬂqwmarkat on tha « previcua af+**%
e ncon.T They ars’ OCLﬂqyedztofhave "eturnad to tho &1akaam area,'*ﬂ :
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© Beveral of th: ohiwmf. msn of tha 4th ﬁn. AqS.U. were looated at

| Aughrim-ﬂous'; s rdlsg N. of biFuo'TOl In oonsaquenca, this. housa W%
ralded on the 10th 1qat¢, with tl+ resuit that Dan -O'Brisn- and Jehn rf
0'Regan ware oaprured. - Twg e manaaad “ho escapRd and, thay ar““e+“
lisvad to/be Bat n'Arisn and Bic anl 0 ﬁegan. - " .
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3rd. (#est) Cork Brig:ide I.2.A.

N"-u___,__¢_qw7?rwwmmww.,“__“ _

During the verilud -index review ihils 3rigade wag inaotlive but on
Saturday afiternoon wy attackad nearly avesry Barraoks in thair acea
Thege attaoks ware duiven off in every ouB® .,

T

et

£ Procl Burlesy Comoo ndant Bcel. sattalion will ha fa.
throughout tna Brizads . - . Co

It is now estab‘ ehad that the 11 yine 201lumn oalleots ‘all the bagt
men and material.from the twe grigiame, Hdieles h4e alweys baen. vory
loatt to leave his ovn arse ww ns .8 alcalrd of baing given awey by
rsople who are Atrengsrs teo his man and 'He dielikes working in & .
ucunty whioch 'ig not well Known +to him.  UP t06 the-brasent thera is

\r

M)

direot avidanoca thet he has 'ever -opsrated outs;da No.5,., (ieet) Coxk

Brigada Aree . ‘ . . -

lst (West)“xerrj Brigada,

One célumn L8 etiil round ardferty, Abbeydorney. and iLdxmaw, but une
bzon gemparatively Insctive du*ila T el vaek, Their ohilef waoxl.
“hag bsen the relaing v Arii. it +ad Laillvheigue rost Offiocss ton
telaphone instrumnsnezs.’ ' ~

o

. Tha Duﬂh“ Column oHte mntea thalr a“tloipatad ambush with u1fu_;dha

Lt B

4

rasulta Lo th“mB¢JVPﬂ.'_OT thzir 'l iader J*rrv Liyons ana 2 ctharg wesra
J

killad and n - vumbar word WOumLfd

. 2nd {dast) Kar“v Bﬁwﬂade.-

mhe A. S J. of' nd Bn. are still in tas nal hbnurhcod of Cestl -

ieland’. membara,c--mth gang ware rauoarainls fcr the attaoke on
Bolioe &t Farranfr*ﬁ angd uastleia¢¢uu o1 tae 8th last..

The 3rd Bnc has b‘eﬂ active at Liaaaviguan and MUOKTOEE (4. and =
of Xillamey) in carrying. out. raids Tor bioyles and motor oars
A small geng cPerating o the H. ¢f, Killarnay has mads two *a¢d“
Tor talephona apparatus and too¢q at ballyorack stetioen.
3rd Karry Brigadq; ' T i

. After o WOng period of innotivity this Brigad : oarriad out gesvara
_redds for bicyoles and onrs in Csheroiveén last wask,

-

¥ic .Clara Brigaden- g2 boer. inaviive and has not been locatad.
Jest Glare Briqaﬁe Hag baen in the ﬂoonoegwbour&olarenkilmihd1 a1
e v e i e e B0 I0bONGSd attaoking the it.I1.0, Barraocks o
Kilkee on the 6nh Ansh It i8 now believed to have moved up r..-.
towards Qui;ty,, Tus anly aotiWitj hmq been the cutting of ro

in the southorn ypacit of nhe Coun _

Tha 1"c:u.-o".r Inforpaiinn ra, +he atvack on the Xilrunh Barreclks o
22nd Ult neg daen ¢ tained and ecerrobobatedl-

‘Tha atbtackers conpiised about 4C man of a Flyinp Column f*om herr;
or County Cork. end .t h?_Ooo“&JLaza n+‘“nd Weet Jlarg Flving ©ol

Tha Kitroeh membice: 6F the Tiuwt.A, wars ussd as 7u1dﬁs vary un@*'Li=g“

N

ly and apparently on voint of the bayonat. . ‘ N

¢imons Braen's houss a3 Kilmeoduans, Ccoraclare was used as ihe e

ing place jo* arvm;~,ng the attaok. : W iy,
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I.R. A&, Movements contd.

West Clare Brigade contd.

John: Liddy, Michael Hinan and Michael Killoughrey
have been living in a dug-out in: the townland of
Clonraddan, which was discovered on the 8th instant. _
Tnis was large enough to hold 6 men and apparently a tent

had! been erected, &8s a number of tent pegs were found.

Liddy*s party were rationed from Cooralare and
obtained money and despatches through a woman wWho cycles
from Ennis to Clonreddan once & week. Willie Haugh
is reperted to have taken over command of this Brigade,
One: of the rebels who was killed is reliably reported
to have been buried at Doonbeg on the 2lith ult,

Willie Haugh and 20 others had been living in a
dug-out in a bog in Moyasta-Shragh district.

West Clare: Brigade I.R.A.

This: column is still belifeved to be north ofi
Scarriff except fora small section under Harry O'Hara
of' Flag-mount, which met éE;Caher Cross roads during the
latter end of the last. week. It left in the direction |
of Feakle:, It is now reported to be in the vicinity of
the West Limerick Brigade.

Michael Brennan is now reparted to be touring
County Galway. He: is stated to have taken over command
of the: Galway I.R.A. in addition to the East Clare

Brigade. The man he took over came from Kincarra and

- was reduced in rank for inefficiency. The above
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incidents suggest that the I.R.A. are forming Divisional

Headguarters in certain areas. This is mere conjectdre.

Mid Eimerick Brigade.

Nothing is known of the movements of this Brigade
during the: last week,

East Limerick Brigade.

The_large:forée of rebels reported last week
as having been in the: Kilteely district and making for
Fedamore split up into 3 or L separate Columns. One of
these Colurns: meved south via Hospitel and Ardpatrick
where they spent the night, on the: 5th instant. At
about 13.00 hrs. on the 6th instant they were seen in
Leurencetown, Kilfinane. Later the same day they were
seen in Tenkardstown. Another Column of rebels estimated
about 80 strong was seen on the Drumacummer Railway
Bridge: north of Bruree. They later moved off in the
direction of Castletown Conyers. On the night of the
10th/11th instant they were in the neighbourhood of
Adare and sbent the: night commandeering motof cycles and
cyeles, Eight of them were surprised during the night
neer Ballinleenly with & blind-folded ex-soldier prisoner.
They ran away and were fired at, one rebel being killed,
one wounded and captured and ex-soldier was'recoﬁeréd.

They have not since been located.

Cne other column is believed to be in the hills
between Ballybrosna and Pallas Green.

_The: civilian killed at Cappawhite during the week

has been identified as Se&n Wall, Commender of this Brigade
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Armed men were seen at the following places

during the week: -

Ballyoullane, 2 miles north of Kilmellock
']
Ballygubba, 2 miles west of Kilmallock.

- West Limerick Brigﬁde,

Have remained 1nact1veland have: not been located.
The column: of rebels from Co. Kerry frequently visit
Knockagsshel a2nd have recently been in the vicinity ofi
Abbeyfeale.

Mid Tipperary Brigade.

_ The Mid Tipperary Brigade though inactive are
certainly in and around Thurles. James Leahy has been
seen in Thurles during the past week, It appears that
he hag taken to drink and last time hé took charge of‘an
operation was not in & flt state to give an order,

James Larkin, Roskeen, James Stapleton and Patrick Kinnane

of Upperchurch have: left for Kilcommon.

Nerth Tipperary Bde.

_ The: 1lst and 2nd Bn. are: in the neighbourhood of
Nenagh but are not very active. The 3rd Bn. Golumn is
in the hills around Toomevara and was encountered on the
11th inst. near Toomevare, They left & bicycle and some

ampmunition behind.

The Lth Bn. has moved from Arra Mountains and are

in the neighbourhood of Dromineer.

The 5th Bn. and 6th Bn. are billetted still in the
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Kilcommon district and are Inactive.

The Tth Bn. is still in Kings County. Bdward
Quinlan the Commsndant has been seen in Shinrone within
the: last fortnight,

A (South)Tipperary Brigade.

No informatiom has been recelved.

East: Limerick Brigade.

The: 1st. Bn. Column are still in the neighbourhood
of Mitchelstown and it is said that they intend to remain
there till the O*Sullivan end Clifford case is finished.

| They were reported on the: 8th Instant to be in the

Glenacurrene area, but were resting and not preparing for
any frightfulness. This probably accounts for the fact

that the Glen which is an ideal ambush peosition, was

_complietely blocked with L stone walls &nd at least &

dozen trees. They have aliso been located slightly
further east in the foot-hills abaver Kilbehenney and on

the: 11th four camp fires and a look-out post, recently

" vacated, were found % mile s. of Geeragh Bridge. 1Iwo

case of bicycle thefts have also occurred recently in this

neighbourhood.

Waterford West Brigade.

Patrick Whelan, late: Commandant, was not wounded
in the Dungarvan ambush but is now away somewhere in the
West of Ireland undergoing & Course of Intelligence work.
The column has not been very active during the past week

and is probably in the Comeragh Mountains north-east
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of Kilrossanty. Mansfield, Commandant 3rd (Ardmore) Bn.
" and 6 or 8 more have been located in an empty house

sitvated in a large wood 23 miles north-east of Ardmore.

Waterford East Brigade,

From reporfs received there is reason to believe
that a column from outside the county has come into
Waterford City within the last few days. There is,
however, no confirmation except for some vague police repork
of strangers., *F®* Coy. (Ferrybank) Waterford City Bn.
‘mobilised on 10th at. the Golf Club House which is
immediately above the goods yard and held up & goods train,
while the Dunhill Coy. 2nd Bn. has been active trenching

roads,.
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Waxford Brigados, . . - - i
An A,8.U. of ths Horth #Wexford Brigade' bas b3 activs and is Teporiad
o ba moving south. on 7.5.21. thsy ambushad & Polic2 rFatroel ..
of Goray, on 10.5.21. e small attaok was mads on denigcorthy Jolics
Barraoke: and,.pRe11.5:21. & train was arbuerhed at Alllurin. This Colum
1s (about) 30. StEWE, and is armad with rifles, shotguns and bombs. A
siprc¢bably of thy South daxford Bda. is in th3 Campila

1

recond Celumn.li
Area ond hes S9iTar confinad its sttention t6 raiding nails, owtting
telegrapl wirsa“ate. '

Kilkénh&'ﬁrigédé.

. ~ . . 1 ' .
Naither the Callan nor ths <astlecomer A.5. U'e have besn looated
dafinitely; though it is reperted that tha Oastle Comar volumn ie in
the Huokal=e irea; +this 18 probably correot. Traing- have bean rail J
by armed min at Aylwardstown twioce within a weak but thie ig tho

work of -local man, ,
I.8.A. Methoda.: {2).. - T,

. S W W e A S g’

(a) Road blooking. ' .

et W g o P G A W el S S S T $H Gu S

It is believed to bs the 2arly intention.of the Tabsls in ohases whers
trenches in roads hav: baen fillad up', 1o mine.ena of such trenchss
and th*n £ill 1t up again. - Thay thus Jops to blow up wilitary and
Police )Jorriss passing unsuspsotingly ovar the filled-up tranch. .

Ths follcwing form ¢f bleooking a read hae just bsen reportsd in the
Weke TAPP2RTETY AT .1~ o .

A singla strand of barbsd wirs 18 plaosd &crose the road af suoh a-
haight that 1t will ostch the head of » ovolitt. This is prasumeaihly
intandad to oatoh thw 7oint of a oyoliwt savrol op:irating by nigntl
(b). -Arme and Ampuniticn. '

o N T St s g e G SO U S N B e Yl e o L W

.

A dump of mbel minitionu was digeoovarad undaT a 3tabla attaoidd to

o farm. Thare ware 5 stablseg albcgsther, snd 2ach of them had et
12" of menur? on the fleoor, whioh had apparsntly baen thar? for mi.ay
nont'.. " Jach ptabls wes oleansd out by ths searching party, and

about 2 tons of manurz2 ramevad. wvantually undsrniath gcne Danurs

in on® of the stables was discevarsd Som? mors Or 1988 lcoss sartd.

Tnis was remcved and asbout 2 feetw berlow tha durfaos & Joncrete £110

about 6' by 3' with two iron ringe was found. Th3 elab was ramovad
and a drop of 7'-0" was digolowad. This was a chambar 6' long

7' high and 3' widae; Th23 flcor was.conornts and the walls bulil® ot
gcod wgadliyy rad brioX. Thare w2rs algo soma olothing wrappe i
up in & nawgpaper dated 18.2.21. thus proving that the dump had o~
-ntered ints gquite Tacsntly. . .

- Tha rebale ara hcowaver rather giving up th2 1dealcf arme dumps a# Y0
many peoPla are bounf to know of ih:ir sxistanos. ASVELVIra ard nov
boing k3pt antiraly by jndividuel: and in towne nCr:s attentlion must
b: paid to-tha wells of th2 back rwrd. ‘
Jhsnavar & Dan is 2927 Lo run awsy uls yraok snoald b2 olosily =X~
aminad. It will naarly-always .. fourid that ha has thrown 8omd-
thing awvay.

Rabala in ths Waterfall sr2s are esld To hide thalr srms 1p‘§?bin
pipes, sunk in the greund upright. R
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STary kind of oomdaﬁicat*cn iA now usfd for not1¢y1ng tha rabi LB YO
approach - of thmrurown Yorees, . et 0Ffics and mailnay tnleph NS or
made frtemmaa ¢f o~ wy, Th® oolumm: of smoka fram oh lmravs is now a Wirﬁlﬂ“
throughout ounty“.‘zxu. .

Th» fcllowihg mathod of cwrryiﬁ 1ntters from insjde a priaon to the
ruteide world hog Bosn-diesovarad and 1t is guite likzly that deasaton
carrlq:rs usa th’ c8ama mathod., A ocord is ti2d arcund ihz walst vt
wo tha akin and ‘ancther tisd from thie ocrd batwasn the legs ad Jciniuz
1t at the bdok.‘ ”hg latters ar: tisd te the cords,
ﬁ«bals finding that tha outting ¢f tha talspHond wire has not prcv ple|
Tdrtioul&rly effactive, a8 th3 wireg ars usuadly repaired.a féw Hours
aftsr tha ocuttiang,. have -now. commencad te gaw down tha pelophoae Dolas,
This has bean dona sxtunsivaly in thig araa;

(g ). hiaoallahcou

u—--_—.-.o--—--- m—o_h—uh—-—_"u . -

It would appsaxr from & dooumant caprurad in ungarvan  that thsro iz e
JJnaral ordar Tor ths I ﬂ.x- to squ p theme2lveg with bicyoclas.

_. . neba2l flying Cclumna ars: auffarinp haavily from socablag. . In erdar Lo
®  oura: this diaaasa m3n . .ATa r=turninp to thair homss and ¢Jin up tham
for a wiak or two. - "It is ass2ntial that thess mon bs ¥apt on the
mova by frequnnt visita to uhpir bouxas, thts driv1np thwm baok to th?

Y“ . Solumn . . . , ) R ;
Two mﬂn who raidzd th: fogt 0fficd at d&lliHQPittl"”‘“‘ntlJ, wWoIH
Balmoral onps and antvrad tha fost OF fiv:a disguJSQd‘aq Apx;l;ari*sw

3.. Anticipatﬁd ILd A, aOtivitias.

--——-ﬂ-.——-.u.---.-m-——-u-—-—.--u—-—p-..-u--—

Th2 theftge of bioyolas from 211 Brlgad arese, lndiocates a rasump i~
¢f sotivity. Thie was 'borne out in and arpund Lork Uity, whars
Liniis of coycles and ocars.on Friday war:. fa*lnwﬁd Dy numercus v
in the follwing day. . . :
In’ scmq part of tha ocuntry, the ' destruotiOﬂ ef reads makaﬁ tL e f
Thoyet e ~wg absolut3 naovasarﬁ, 1T ratribution for murdar 16 to b
avatded ., : :

o County Cork tha oomparative oalm of the last faw uqaka w8 brokan
bv Saturday's outbreak. Ho. ambumhas. by #lying Jolumas tock plac: ,
and 1t ds Probgble that . thu wan whe  carriad out th3 murdors ars now
in higingl. . A period of ocmparativn oaLm in® this arig mmy byg anti~
cipated.. ' S . ; L

*“Pﬁrmﬂtion hag bean raoaivau.hhat tha wariis Degpatonment at baaf'w;d
Qrilty 18 te by atteosd zad thah o Lod o wolch e aituatﬂd about
‘1eo yardq is to bn ueed- by tn= reg:le to P1r% from.

N .

% Tha murd*r gung in dast Jlari h, ~ravide d to ausaﬂainatz 'ﬂrgt
Monaghan, Jonstables ('Ka2ef2 and I.¢ly G.l.de, Kilkea, for thin”
arraated Liohaal R,oc"r3 on 12/4/21.

Information frcm & fairly r» laiblﬁ Nuurcgfpointa to the likéiihocd
of tha raebels damaginﬁ tha rallway s in u}m‘TiOk vountz_in the nzayr

Tuture .

R S T ' g sola
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Inforgation from o haw aad untadted acurcs An pungarven: rtatze tant
he I.i,A. have put a l2vy cn ths innabitante of Dungarvad. 36z
p30pla have bzapgisliverisg hetiose snd o¢llroting mousy.: Wh: monwy
1g givan grudgihgly - tho "inhabitante are Daboking Wery adigasnt .
about these ogllygoticne and oyly glve bacadie thay ara still tarrco-
ised.  Thils siethod of obtdtiiing wousy 1a doin: a lot of harm +o

tha B.F,; ‘cauesd 1n ke neiguseainiuds I I
A big drive was ocarri:ad out by ths Urovn f¢ress in tha Kiim&othoman

arus. on the thg&naﬁl-"Thﬁ dtiva failad to round up the I.i.40 Unit
which hag ﬁ?enquerétihg_in that arsa, yeb thars ie 06 doubt that %
will hava n'gcod &ffeot in & part of the ceuntry whars Jrown IOmOsE

ard s2ldom ‘#aan Ons ¢ld leyaliet farmsy nad: ramarks to tals 277 L
and -siad -that suoh a’parade of trocpe would. mak: the hooligans going
round tna.QGuntryAlockiv@ry,ﬂmdll, - :

On fns man wWhe Woaa arfostadihar: woas & printed netivs demanding

that averyons should subsoribd to th2 I.R.4. funde.  Tha nctlod oow-
£ained ths usual rabal prepaganda but wound up with the &ntrasting

informetion "that" unléas the poney wag-forthooning thie Arva oo b
glveh up to thay Army of a For2ign sation" i . _

» Tha aditor of ths ¥averfoxd Avaning naws (A sinn Fain Organ) hesg bamn
intairviswad during the past ws3k and a prolongad dbut friandly Jdice
- » cugdiion andad in hie egrssing 1o pres:nt tc nis riudsre o falrar
and 1l2es biaesad riviaw of ths Irkgh- Situation. ,

. Tha faaling againat tha l.3.4. in duoisvortdy dut ¢ tazir roaqd
grenching cparationg ;s gtradily growing.

Jnnilesporihy have ‘arrangsd ~ gzstom of waekly confaranois brtween
yilitary and Folioe = further & pelics o :7zaant 1as baen appelntid
to furnigh & dailly acoount ol wll ‘noiiligincz and Tumour that ccm>
to the pelica during tha past 24 hourm, '

The ﬁtuﬁa_of_timidit&fﬁhich hag bsan suoh o sallidnt fzaturs In thw
civil population cf unniscorthy with rogard o 1ts re¥ationenip o
Wilitary ie paseing, and a boldar ouplcok ig to ba Bcen.

Kilk:emny reperte that the attituds of tha: pcpulation towarde ths Crem
foroas ieg on the whols frisndly, ssp2cially to tha Treopse with whew
the naopla oftn say thiy kav: no guarrsl. Thy dinflux o7 ©
numbar: ol young dnglish iecrulte to the fd.1.0. whe though net by any _
masneg parfoct in ~Lllow vork, =2r: ROT? dispcaad to mix witn ths ol '
population, is having a gcod L:iChH - tha &4 LeJ 2rd Now Yagarc’’
wilth pers osta2am.

- A daputetidon, signsd by 3 number of laading Cellan citizsns ., has

baan raceived asking that th: ban cn falrs and merkste nmay b2 T
movad — this is signad by a numbar ¢f o.P.'s and chows %ked th »
affaot of this rrevlamaticn.

An I.R.A. notio2 found poétad ure in Jindgap o3 ¢.5.21. is attachid
» a8 Appendix "B'. .

Are PottaT reoevivad on ths 3th a percil containing har3pusbandisﬁ
diary will and ring. The Jiaxy was complatad 1p LG W03 tim: o
hie dasath and in ons plac3 Law waa. JT.%y of his baing lock:d i
by =n 0ld man and weman and & young man.- ¢ alec Sadid th?eﬁ Q'*;_
ware Known to Mrs fotter , whioh locks ae if he bad nqt.§aan;tgkuf (s
of this arsa. At 11.00 Hre on.27.4.21. Do wrote of boing Wamac
that he was to ba agecoutad that sape 9svoing &t 19.0¢ hrs, Furthar

wrots that his gourdians wars act at all anxieus bp kill h}pz EU?
they hed reocsived crdara from F.ii.Qe, T oeit eha g whio; oculd nov L@

diaabsyed.



”.Qeliable 1nformation hag b4=n rac)iV*d that tae rAbals intend Lo 8k~
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tn 8th 1inset & rrotastant nanad "ness was cﬁalnﬁd tc railings of Hai1
nuolay Churoh for paveral hours. .This wag Jone h3gause 1t 13 atal~o
u;ut he knows who Furnt Lord Tin+cwe1's housa and ths man W10°Lid
wished to frightsn him into Peeping his mouth shut about it: ‘

At Watarford on ths IOuh ingty & JGOQS train was hzld up in tJJ gcod~

ard et 02.00 hrg.  Tua drivsr axd firsman word talsn.off the sngine
and Piscad in Qsiist %n a ghed. . The train was than drivan te a
bridg@ apout limidar distant. doma barrgls of oll addrassed to i£,.1.0

Kilkanny ware brok:zn, opsn and tas cil epilt oub and somé bacon Tor =~
Hilitary wes thrown Jr+§ ths Tivar, Tha train .was than baokad Zatn tha
ﬁnauion. Suegaguantly th: HMilitary r@btrisvad tha bacor at low tide.
Two biloyaleds shopwd .in Hanriatta strodt wiin raided simultenscusly
by 20 or 30 mén, eiad to be armad, and 23 naw. and gacond Nand bioyolss
gtolen. A party which was eant out #n Ballmancaw ' found thraa bicyolu:
undar aquicious sircumstances and ons arrist wag mado; ohé bloyole

. was foun® diemantlsd and oara‘ully wrapped up and niddcn in % hodga.

(b)17¢h Infantry Brigada arei.

--u—-—-n ----—q-s-u_---—-.naw‘-- -

~ha Brignda Mébila Column ratarnﬂd on Tharsdwy 124k @ay aftar e Toun

of ‘& part of tha Brigad: -arsa. Mo armed body of radels was onoountaaad
but th3 local company at Abatvla wae roundid up almost o & man.- Erink
Hurley Commandant No- 1. Battalion :0... (W8t} Jork Brigads and o

vrominant lsadar. €f the Flying Jolumn wus ahot. it is hoped f outnon

iriformation.  as to whethasr. the Srigads Jeolumn made any diffsrenc.
¢ 19bal plans for atiacka on., ﬁxrrioxs, and oauged. them to De Dodte

poenad. B

Durinﬁ the Dar1nd_jndcr Taviow ne theLts of any kind tanls AYa e in . N
col e vye ene 1 eder cf the e lway —obbary gang woap arrecwed iast W

uaek sotually on nig war to ons of the statlons. His name 18

rank 0°'Sulliven andé a2 bnabs that e book Pard. im tke murdpr of BinTazr

uullivan and two oTPar .

=v=ral 1m“ortant %I“Unto hJV“ bann mmdn-durlnp the waak both by relic.
und wildtary, Hen “sm £hx Tun® frof: the Jity ara in-many ons4s work-
ing on'farms at some j*stanoa. Tn ia 2gsintlial that no port‘on of 4hn o
Brigads Arss ba allcwad $o b= oGm2 "guiat® . | It 18 in thoae Tquiat)
ariaq wherns tha mischia;'orewso R : i

taock Kinsala Polica barr ck° 1n tha asar futara..-,

‘Tha Berrings Gcmpany 1q onooming aihlvi arain,. o ;Thie-taﬁds 1o
ccnfirm ths rumeur that an amovsh cn bhn waaroom road may ba sxproted
shortly' ' o '

. Pertiss of ‘rzbsle are eald to ba ocnoentratirg ir the Inchigselagh
(o o 15% again and ars veported %o ba 1in roasseslion of two nptom oot

! and t: J-I= plentifullr Fuppl;:d with. amrunit*on,

JVA*ything Do*nts Yo thu oot uha, men"on th: run” ars short af
clothes. in the Tzoant oapdl OV L: snarvien oF military storas the

boots and clothing wer3 moved n ou;k te o oonvanlsnt shad whoxr - oy

wers lmmsdiately #plit ul into em..112 Parocals; and. disnribut PRy

aarts and by . h&nd.

Réad communéoation bﬁJWan Hnrx i Blarnay 14 somplabedy =oviree
A patrol of two Reliz Royae o3 wara abl: .te reaoch Blarmnay
Trom -the north ‘but coulid: oniy g9 wack by--driving adong the per-

panant way’ of. thn ﬁu%ker*y R&;lw ¥ - , ‘ | N

-

-Ap*araxtWy rﬂprisal' exe “heving the deeirad effact, ‘Tha follewir
’mu“varratian W&S ONﬂ*Juard du“;ng thP wapk )

"Wa should Pg winnine bandq daoamn i? *t was 1t fgr those raprigaly
thoy are hivting, ua orrrinly pard.’ - | o R
S e _ ,,‘411; /
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" (o) 18th Infantyry Bri-sds
. . ) f ' p
A.man riding -2 motor oyole Ko .Fl 149 w.a8 sasn on the 5th inet wo.nu
wthee diatricts of Hiy holycross and th2 Ragg compandzaring labr..-
for the desﬁzg?ticn of bridges anc thé tranchinz of rods. '
‘E“ ‘l . . . . ! -- -

Infcrmation has“bean ragéived that during tha wask an impportaatb
neeting of thalR.hy:; 0fficera of high runk was hald in tho Cappamci:
district. IV 1e riported that kichadl Sellins. was prasint,

‘Tha p2cple of Cahar (8. of Loughgraney ) wWho hava 03¢n ocnsiderably
inconvenisncad by th2 ocutting of tha bridizs there, Had a frwe fight
with th> paopls of Killansena (H.of Loughgraney) as the inhabitante
‘af ths formelr Placs 2oousad thsex of -outtiny ths roads. and -threatand
to Ro up and. out Killcnasaa rosds. Ballinrien ~Yeo had thy sama
grisvandes againet bhe Killanasha pooplz, : - ' .

In County Limarich thus large Tovoz of rabale raported lagt Wwask

at Kiltesly hae bain kaDt on ths mova.'  Ons tho aftsmmoon f tha
9tk inst they wars wwpertad neer Bmires and althouglh largs foxrocue
of militery and R.I1.0. convargsd on that arsa thay wars unabl.

to bring the rbale inno an engeg2mant. Finding that we wares on
thair trall thsy commandaerzd ell motoere, bicyolse 2t6., whiol, thoy
could lay tholr hends on during ths nigat of tas 10/11th inet  and B°
made out of that ared. . : -

v

ok oo ks mhl e TR R Sl ot W W St e S Lo Aep T . ) "T'
. . . .

{a) Kﬁrry_ﬁrigada;a&aa; ' : : o »

Tha Urown bereas heva mat with sucoesg both baing im erth Jerk ond
Karry;. that mcst aohabla achlavament waihg that of. o small patrol
of ‘Listowel police wha anocuntarad a gang Of about 80 ‘rabale and
put tham to flight after killing their leader and two othirs m .4
wounding saveral moTE,. maie opsration was doubly sucoassful 1. taid
the ‘dead leader bme Dezn raccgniead ad Jaraniah Lyons of .Duog:.
thas oommandsr of Ube Flying Column which hae b2in so0tive in H...
Karry for some tin2 past.
Two of the most dengirvous robals 1in tha Lisserrcll aras hava bion
oapturad, end ‘et Killrrnay two m21. who ~ave basa idantifiaed
ag having takan part in r2e<Sny damoushag,. havy blsn arragatsd,
puring a4 raid in thr wiwinidy of Tournaboul obout 24 milas o. oOF
Killarayy, postaraz wara found postad on a wall oal;ing on tha3
pagpPla of Iroland we Pay thair rotes premptly to ball Sirennn, end
thora war? 3180 Dosners forbidding <migration. _

A loyal farmar living nour Buttsvant hse bazxn fore=2d bBY the I.Jb-aA
to taki a pan Intc bhi sembloyment againet hie will.

Information wae ractivad by the: 0.1.. 2ingls that an ambush was lald
for hin outsida th&a town on th2 svaing of the 5th inet. Ha Weqt
. %o attaok 1% on tha fallowing peraing but found tant the pnsiticn

had b3en vacated. .

Tt is raportad theb sn ambush wWas praparad on tiho SBp.ipst. on Eﬁﬁ
Sastlaleland-Abbsyfals rpad, neat £t. 810 rareon® il ths wiolnity
wars gomp2iiad Lo . ramain Indcers during bthe 4y andhtraffgu
Wad divartsd until o .UC hre when tha ambushan® diap?rsed: Fh%
party contetad oif akoutb 70 ‘'m2n und2r the onmmand of Jack bronin.‘
and thoy ware armad with 1 kachin? gun riflae and bombs. -
nformatic: hasg - meeivad that tha 1.0.A. In tha Brogna d%§:“u_
tolots have 4 trench MOTLar, which thaw int:wnd 1o uds in an athol

on tha R.I.J. Bazracki. S

mMig portar is caid to Vs hasen brovil
from Lork,
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Kerry Brigade are: oc-ntd,
@ A rTound u o= Tereme 86l wa srrind o - Tty g W -
4P on aoge sosls wae carrizd cut round Turnsbeul, 3 milar

d.'of Killarnay. 84 man wars ocllact:d end taksn te Rillarnay -
for furthar ﬁﬁgsihﬁtlmﬁr Two of tham. Jon liynch and Jdarsmiah Poran,
gmzairegcgniéi SRR 1 vokan Pect 1 reoent amouthss nnd wers i
atainad, The riuc. 2@sr weirs mrlsasad afhey baing werned : '
Y LI WEE ST rasa < TRl ! WEL nad abowv
rosd outting. ‘ . ) ' we
A pumbar of 87, Fostsve ware found ou thie rald,

Cui the Sth Inst at 13,30 hrys the tybowrilar to Ky ®argusen sclicitor
Kanturk wasg stolen. by 2 men in o vary daring and opan mannér."mfﬁmw_
Drove up to tha beugr, which is naxt dror o taa f.1.). Bka, &ndléﬁa
of tham want te thz ricm “Hare tha typley was warling - Hz out ths
X ‘ gpeaking .tubz: commanidating with T Faxcguscn’ g otrice and calmly
winlked cut with th: LyprwTitaTr., -wharsufon '2 men drova .cff in th:.
Jdiraotion ¢f ©nilow.  In eplte of tn cynausblvs and impadiabe
ganroh no. trsce of tra Lrap or mn could HI fourd o - '

Fd
On the 9th inst. =2 sty af treods from Iraliaa prooandsd tc Parvas-
fors to oBTTY OUt PuniFhipalths Vel dhs ambugh of - % consyablae.’
Phraa housas wers dvgiroysd. L CIFLoRY rrogeadad to the house oi .
Avnmla8 Ualy, Knodkansocultaens.  Poate ware placad round tvht | °
ps] Fare  and e L0ue9 WAt tham OpRTecobil. sit the Offlosr ' snt.mad
- tha house, o masn iumpsd out of T window and ren owny. AB L3 LR
. K fuged to holt whnn onllud upor te do 86, O3 Was fired at and badly

wound2d. [, was, fouru ta bz joar. hanahan, chamlsts seeitsnt. son oF
A ohamist in cagtlsdisland.. Hy 73 waaring o BSam Browas boal$, _
» Ho had almo in his pofsessicn & ~.iT8 and soms- Tilme, which wios
found to b9 thoss btokern £rom. the 0.R.T ok tha 23 ult. when'hs woe
nnld up near Sagtlaialond, ‘ ‘ :
on lith inst & Cyolied end B.D,porty frow ﬁanturk_visipmd pillstri .
4o oarry cut esavonh 29 th+ . Jorkhouge and Orlghans Castiz ot tha let.
4ar pleos, hidden in o losked Bam in o bark, wers found 2 rgvo}yar_
holstars, o list of 2.4 ofticars of tin? Hilistraet Bu. I:n,nﬂ.\ﬁfﬂ
Aonandix‘B) and othay dooumente and Lraining manuala. wins Wgﬁbdﬂ
demmy  riflee wero olge found in odd Pinowe in a gquarry. Thrs?
mon wara d=teinsd,

hot owing Te bh2xe Deing ne famals 83archuTe 7
pragent, the Castls buildings. Tow a Framoh vonvant, poulf},,ﬂ_-f-‘tbg"; .
saarchad. Jt. ie reportad on gocd authoridy teat ?qu%B-Olmtd. A

" tad in tha Pisc: ey it L8 meys than probabls dn ook QonY?nﬁf st
The liothar Suparier g fTranch wWakan and heormlass, cut ths Sox et/
gigtay Baatrice e eun -ub anG out 3ion #inac. h: gtawert of the
dsmensea ,' Jaroma kc artay, se woBesuy ibesrand.  After finding th-
1ist of Milletrash Ful.h. Officere, » vield wos paid to the &.1...
Bke in the town, bub informetdsn wae givan thot only Yoo of $he o0
mantionad wars likoly to beoin thi tem. af taese 1t wae Lound
that J2r.0'Comney wog on DLE honaymoon and LD Urohy had beluad
from his bouss lmradisitslyths saw thi .. Purty Prooseding te i

workhousel ‘ - .

5,104, frraeansl.

o . ———

\$ (n) 16th Infantay Frigada. Aran. '
) e )

/' Br odarick th? Anrmiot ie errtainly bandling Dail dirsanh and Pl
gonars dapsndants penlce in Farmey . §» tocK ovar th: Job from

G .cowar senior.

Mrs Swesnay (moth:r ¢ Mick DWaonsy infarnac) haa b ;
Arodarisk mads thage. Payunld bim-

.‘i

%0/~ Dar wask from whe £und -
aalf. Hz ie also cndyad te DS colliscting DONTGY -

Y a

san ragaiving ™ -

¢

oartridgs Ppouch wnd bl 3 LAB0 o eluer loeodad with Qun Dup &mmunnmx;q.

St
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I . 16th Bés Arsa oehil.

. e P
@ - > on of the Joyes Fawily z raturnad hung2r atrikar ia raliably‘fSu
ported to ba stoyiag b Hhs houst ¢f a Tarmer callad Burns ¢ Byman
L situated on tha wroad batwsen koors rark end Quinlan hglle. '
Sat Whaslan who-was r2lisvad ¢ hie cemmand of bthe W,Jdatarfcors i
. je now somewhara i tas d2st of Irifand wndorzeling 4 oouTEs of ir-

w—~ teliiganca'ﬁork._

.Brannatt. wailwey portsr at kallow, rafarred to by Lymbh in 2
capturad doouments a¢ 09ing gsfe man for tarensmigpion o0f rapcrhi

; 3to. hos gone on a waeks leoa7n comasnecing last iondxy ., Hs wes
. rnportﬁd in Permoy oo Tuseday bub 12ft the town in ths 6vaning
A " his wharcaboute are not kuown.

1t et}

Tha fcllOWIng aras 0fflorrs af "T" or . Pirrbank 22V, of tha ‘ateri:
datyalion . e

Michaal Worrie Liny Rav, Vauitain.
Patriock Varroll. 4G - Li=utb.
Thomas Sullivan. . Uphar Farrybenic. Liieut.
‘They are "on the rm’. J :

LY

Pvio men’, #Jilllew O'Doncghue, onc Jamsd Kingalla, rormtly rolayn 3
from Kilwortiz have gonz “"on tha ian' . '

Robert Nugent of Kiiced was con: .ned in thafts of bloyolas.

o .
Loyt . ! ' . ! 1 . . . R L}
e The following was djiscovarad in rmpans House &t Jo . Ailkemmy &
't (ifuockalues) . A BOYCNESeT OGDe thn for work on 27‘4021, h3 ﬂ@ﬁt tnom -
_ on tha folluwing Sunday glving 3 rasson, bafors 08.00 hra%p:; oW
" That wag the 'dey +the buskarry dood ambugnag got into pogitiony,
Ha gava his name 28 Pairick Pouninghom, Sedgorlntion - Aga about o
Ht.5'9" greyish halr and grey mousliechs, d . gently dressad.  Ballov
to have ‘baen working with o sarmer. oallad Jo¢ Kenmy of Byrnegrove.
I+ snheme that this awon was a rabel argehiser sant edeclally ta
prapars the above gibush. :
' Thres brothere nanad Sheng living bstwssn Jcon and wldge , Co.alllitny
oxs raported 4o te danggrous rabols.
Mre Luoy of Jalloa I¢ the lending  lacal uplrit »F +he Jumoan (o
ban.. -
. Mra O'Gorman of_Eurnocurt_Gastle is high up i T2 ranke ¢f tha
Y Cumann s DBman. Pat Jelish of Munmemaggin, rLosnvly ralaaead o7 X
’ ‘& term of ilmprisorm:nt ab Aptariord , hoas gont on the Tun.
N 17th Infantry Brig.c= Ar= g,
Joln Ignneban iz rmaporizd to ha in cemmand of He.l. (1i32) Crow
Brignde in tos place of Hean. dearty who 18 in ¥anturk at Pras=.J-
Thie 1e¢ not confirm=d. |
- Peenlk ﬁccarthy; 5 daatviow TaTrracs Quaksr ioscp is on the Bde wstal o
Tiﬁ 0'Naill the nzw Brigad: Intellignno3d ofTicsr ir alewplng S0@°-
- whare in the CUrweg: nebd, UeTk.
. - N o, ' ‘f"d.f".
Tt is raported Show 11 omom “gn the yun' hav % DED heousad ond Do
at the housss.oy the <Fellowing at OTADSMYV. e
ey 14 e . 1 .milo 3. of cTipsey will
al. Denis RaGL=ns of Xnackang. l.mdle Na @0 Lo Crm i
b). wiiliam Kurprny of Asciv® 3 miiz He o%_Drigstg wlll. e
og- John Fallnasr of ¥iasnall House, 1 akla Rl of JTPRAY Sl
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-*,'*I.’hr}."l-aaéing-l{& in the shooting of Ssrgeant’ ﬁaniff | b

: 1 1 19 8 . 51 14ffe- and Con w:b7

Ryan .in gork last Jenuary is ssid to ba Patriok :@urbPhy. He i: ©o

_ ba found i ond] of tha housss nesr 25 Blaznoy dt. CBrk, but not

: qotual;y;at,ﬂq;zs,\ H> ig the son of a D_ipagy farmer nomed . oanis

~ urpliy ‘who 1ives nder the deticnal School  of the 0ld Road, DPripsay.

.'Johﬁjdriépis.offbbfniéhai'!j niles .4, mf‘Leap) a£d=T1mdtN:iJ' <
John Orisple o ehal (3. nlles W.d. thy .Donovan
qf.Fohar&gh;(ﬁzmi;as &1 W..of Skibbsresn) sro reportad to. be. aotiv:.

‘.i?ha_fpiiowiﬁg;édérass wag found writtan on tha well of & houss in
Cdount PlsasaptHS-miles H.¥., of Bandon. It is vary -likely hous9
for m:?n '"on.'th‘?' m.” v . ) o - B - B .

_ '_;m-.‘-fuéma.n,- 6, Sundays a1l Lad.. . COTt.
(o). 1Bthb Bfigéde 09N . ‘ ' S

- . _ _ , _ -
iichasl Brenncn  of Clare ie~appaﬁwntly'GommandingninachiefiI;Rﬁ.,
in the dzat. - He ocalle hipself T4zut Genc—ial: of Flying Columng.

. and stabes that 1t is his Jjob ho Tousa ths Jash ond 18 confidant o

_ of his abilify tc &0 eo. o -

'Tﬁéxuhdigahs of Banmors Moyasté and wise Irene; kennedy of LE%&@Q&H
;Wilkae,bCo.clara ars in th2 nabit ¢f narbouring rab=18. .

T

o . A ‘. ) - . . M‘;.:":

Eerald Q'Dwyar of Ronasn, Brufs. (& protuar of dicho.ios 0' Dwys¥)

_ bogk part in. ths Bruza: edbtueh. He is dth;eaanL:vary @otive"

' Kiok Slavtery of lewbovm~Shandrum is Jeptdin of "B Yoy. 4th Bn. o
Cerk-Bde. ' : B C . o

' Ralinble‘inférﬁﬁtioh<haa bean . raceived thgt altogathar'lﬁ.rebalﬁ 7
i11lad or died cf woubds &s the repult of Lacle;y.aphton.

LU

In addition to thos? alrsady reporved xillad, tha- followihg wara siinal
killed or have sinoe $isd ofvw ceounds . in B ‘ ] ‘
,M;qhnal Jalsh, © Capt. 0¥ opatbel GOy . LBL uaites Bn.Diad of woun'r

R RS Rvean An'ni:kgh, iiﬁ\ﬂp‘ﬂrt .« Y\illad v O

eeee. Purgsll Sbrahens. do. -
sesar Dean oT Q_iD‘.’-a. cf rallaa. do.

H&fﬁih Desfan Clonmore DCVAs is an aotiva rabdl.. He is Taportad;:
to by in poesegeion =T o ravolvar ond gods around that digtriot”
turning out trenohing parties. -

John Casey RoaTstown, Dovea im o very aobive ribel. HI 1s bo-
1liavad. to have baen promotad to Coumissionad. kank in-tha 1st. BEo

#id Tipperary Bd=. 1.4.A.

Bridia-?itzpatriok Libarty Squara, Th.rles Wpiﬁas tarall prisonare
in Ordananoce bgrracks, Limarick as soon ag they erriva thers.

John quté-of'spano&l‘Hili.nsur_ﬁnnis;Whé-waa-uoquittad of carrying
arms eto. is an ibinorany tallor and - slao & dosarbar from ths M.3 .
His balloring is oniy a oloak, in raaXity h: &8 a Machin. GuS
Ingtruotor o th Clara Tt.AL - Lo _ :

Johh Haylon of Ki;fenora, who is sarving eisantenod for -taking
rates from 4 rat: ccllacber by tH¥hataey was- in .chatgs of all th*
sdmintstartive sida of the LA, Worth Slares If ths Ppasson  , ¢
authorities whera ha now is-u32 their inflsanes ae mBght BUPDLy gor "
Very. ugaful informativn, @lta»léh,neadid a0t do so whan BYTES LI

uestul LRLQRERE AT Ana. Ammandant and & brother who 1"“.‘~
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John O'Connor on WulCh Fog found o popPsy giving the diﬁﬂnlé betwaern
ths Vill@ﬁgg about Hiskeon {ea reperdad in laétf@eck'zwgunma““Bfau
hag now ok ss85d thot it wag given him abeut 20th APril b; gg“
Kullane of Ballybahallagh, naal frazmeunt. te takas to uehnyboh{{n
at Kigkrap on the fohlowing Sundey (Way let) whon th?'latt*; &bawd
- ko found haor tho cross to ths &, of th3 Villag> aboﬁt 8 pvm -
Jamss Q'Connor of bBantler, whe was trisd rscanily bafor? a SumLary
u?urt_for hoving a ,rabnl drspatoh, stated that he ussd bto fipd KA
zm;?aziddanwundsr'ﬂ stone In an ¢ld lims kiln which he vieiiad"€u1r~
- - ' ° ’ ) *

Patar Colling who was arrssted durlng the round up iH.of W:elin

on tha Hth inst,.k had apparantly left Bahand by thy Hewnarkst P sing
Ceoluun when thay moved from this orzs 8gy- bafors, as he wasg L33 ”
drunk to go with them. Philip curtin had algo B28n laft nahind

ag h3 was 111, but hs was not Errastad. Thic man -1s a Lisut in tho
Y33lin . Coy. . ‘ : '

Th+ follcwing is an axtrect from o latbar Lddrss3sd to wartin Molroth
1.B.A. organieor, uwliter hia arTedv. o :
"1 cannot giv: you deballe of my aoctbivities, ut you
L "kmoy. of old that I am aver o0 the sama gama' \
Th: writer signs hersalf Wy aea ang edvog iy aldriss os Lorata

Jonvint, Balbriggen.”

Pnrae of the pan .who toak part dv.the ghotting of H.C. Stroay and
“Bgt. Butlar at Castlaisland ar? © ‘1isved tc be Jaock Crenin of Balli~
maoalligott, & Ran pamzd Len3 ., #o Jdohn LoCarthy of  Brohig. Qﬁe
firet two wera raported.to ba in. ontloisland on the night of the

7th inst.. . e : ‘ -

. An- informant ; who cagantly returnsd fred Jaglend cbsarvad & .man
Waﬁohing-the-paaaengére g thiy war2 12aving the bo#bs ol Hosd-
1ars. Ho has ginca a2an the 8oo man-in Cork Station and on ths

platform at H=adford Junction, ond an 9ach cocasinn he app3ars
vo.ba kiaping A cbraful watob-on Lkt posgengars. o has alBgo DAt
a4an in-K,1larnsy and 1 d:soribszd as- Tall, Talr nalr, §light

_moustacdte,. of wallsto~30-EPPaarance . _ o, -

James Brislane.,dommandant of‘Jharlﬁville Bn ia belisvad WO hara

gona'tc_ﬂlara, and. ana :of th? Jlara lsad3ms i@ raportad vo heve N

veksan his placs.. : .

In tha houss of ftev. o M.Brennan or Jasvlzisland Warsd foupd_a“guﬁth

i? Bﬁfi-ﬁirﬁ&nn Trad?a ﬁaptu nQ%iqa$,Hmmportatiqnvand_Salaloif21;C$¢

gooda.. Prohibltien ordar Ne.2.' dsted Apiil 14th. Also leafl:®

glving tio? Be;fast.soycott "Blaock Lisgtb :

6.. Casualty raport.. e
5 i o o i o
Doto.. . Neme. . P1ao%.
< . Crown PForo=s. Killad . )
8.5.21.. Haad Jons . Sroray. 2.1.0- Uaptleisland.
6, 5.21...- le Ssrgeant R.1.C. Wawtown .
7.5.21, .1 Conss R ARV IR Inch.
8.5.21%. - Conatahl? Sterland. ‘ Cork Jity.
14.5.21, Constedla goughleni " "
14.5.21 Ceonutabls Ayles. Cork Cliy.:
14 .52 . 3eTr - - ylaman R.Ll.J. widlaton.
14 .5.2%, . Conetabls Comymn .- :
14.5.21,  ‘Conetable Thomas. - S .
14.5.21. Brivats Hungar.- K.0.3.B. Barshaven. ;
14.5.21.° privete Chajmsrs K.0.5.B.-. - :
14,5 .21 . Private Wall 1len %.0 .5 .8

% i ! . ) ] ‘
s A= S” N ,,«f‘“jL., £

-



Crown Ferc2s. Kili=zd. P
Data, - dams . : Plecm, - i
14.,.21 - Censtabls Bridges f.oi.0 0 OTUMOGLlogRAT.
14.5.21. I.Resia, Guonirs. L208t Farry.,
m4.3;21w . Cenetabiz Kenno 2,.1.0, ¢ . Inashanncio.
14.5.21. - Major Bigge. 0.1, qowport. .
14.5.21. Hoad Ceast.Bmaon.a.l.37 Traiag.
N ~
: BT
jJoundad. - T I L _
7e5.21e ¢ 1 B3rgl sl . Inch. :
;l.,.Zl. 1 slightly woundads Killurin.
14,5, 21.- - Oenetapls daya ) o Sork SRty .
S 8rcokw:ll,ﬁ 1.3,  Cork $ity.
14,5;21.-=\~Ganﬂt,mouan11d. . o widddlsten,
15.5.21. - Pte ddwarnls K.o.8.B. 0 Barsoavan,
14.5a2lau .1 Senetadl: A.lo. ‘ Jrumeallighar.
Rcb*l Eoroap Killvdu E : Ciroumatancsd
. . . : : ! .
5a5.21.-:" Daniel ? llcurhy - ' oied ¢f wcunda raozived whan
-doymcrs ' ' ruaning awsy -3Tbasr D2ing ealla
‘ SR ' upsen be aalt o ST '
5.5,21,.7 ' 1 rabal. | At Hawtcwm Croeg. :
TeTe2l - -, Frank Puriay. - Cemdt . de.l. Bn. tics {Jastdow :
orlg 2da . . M
1.5.2 . An 2rm2d r“bal(unldantiPlﬂd) At Clecndzresn.
10.5.21.. . John Fox. . At Baullinlasnly uo.bim“ricw.
: | whila a9sccriing 2 blind I gl
- ’ -/ _ ax-acidiary '
12.5.21,  J.lyons :nd/2 rebsls.s  Kilmerna. 3
14,5 ,2k. 3 rabale. Jarrigtwenill. -
Joundad ., , | ' ' b
8.5.21. . oat dalsh. . A% Jindgwp NHEYT Jungmrvma, T
, < B - fusing t¢ halt whsn che 11*“*%4
10.5.21,. " - 1 rabal, o Whan ascorting a vlind;Telas
- . ' - - gx-acldisr at Ballinle mly

10.5.21.. - John O Reian. . C piscarrallis
50.3'21;- Jehn ghanenan. : Parrenfera.
12,3.21.. / Baveral rrbals, At Xilmerna amburh,
lf»% 2%, -3 rebals, _ Drimelaagus. . :
1%.%5.2L, . -2 rabale. T Tubrid.. . .
1%.5,21., -4 rabpls. 7 Jlenakilty. _ i
: R .....-....-..........._......_..,.........,.... [
Te : munitiong oapturagd .
bate . . Floce. & Jeseriviion,. 1 _
5,5.217. - - EKnccktoosn. . : 7 rds .303; 0 rde AB0L 1 dnrmens
' ter. P
5.5.21. Kilrush , 0.8, dun %
§.5.21. - Theoastewn Rilfinans. 1 maxin &unngrmm}.‘ 1 apars
- ‘faad bDleck. 1 K.G. Flash ob

goursr . 1 22 rédfla.

9.5.21. Thomasth... ... Inane, % 3.B.Gune, o payenate, 1 308
T ' ' te 2 trsnoh holmatse, 2 velnatara
- ' o . 2 Jina exnlod-rq.L&rﬂ= QUIﬁtT
' " ' A1uronﬂ onbling and g2lic
" ' B;aqtﬁnﬂ powd=r, dynamita 4 “nu

R ' RS Puse Tiring. 8 BPars oart
: ! ©i T AgLrds wark- V1il.

Xarry Brigads arsa. 4 ravolvarn 1 shot gun. 01 =ds . jOj B,
' A 20 pdn yavolver amunlition, . 1l sat oF lawuner

i3

. sguipment. 1 signalling +al3R0ocP2 .
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'A eall to acticn.,

nn--nwu—_--q——-mn---—

Tha dwyn_cﬁﬁw;tohfu¢ waiting have pagesd. . .angland is ﬁanginp‘
prisonara of VAL, Shall w4 stond idly by%

, Tmraglanite act; and oindful ¢f cur duty ag libarty. lcvinb
Aumracune Wa ha®g srganlead thy seston 2prisals Coaomiseion, - Ww hats
already placad pickete on th=2 atraagts prctasting British atrcoltins
in Triland..  Urglng datarminathn againet «Lmglieh gooda, and favour .

‘1n" hema induetry.- - Purther we apr iﬂvact;thina ths adiumg of
3ritish- Propaganda, -

o Wa chavs dug ths thranohaa, will yoil Jhln Ua in tnie worky
J49 walosme your assistancs,.
Hava you :m Aubce? Have you frlands whn would uss thair Auton
or. autc-btruok in -the causs.
Will you picket? - o
#1ll yeu glva us onz hour ef your vima K ¢
" Can you give us relisbls infermation cﬂnoarning tuinﬁs cf vi+xl
impertancs o Aparion'e-wolfars snd Irzland's fight for Trsedow.’
Call lmmediately, ireland niedg ycou,
WBoasten nﬂprieala comwisrion, -
6y Fmbarten Squars’, Roop 308, Bostin.

l--ni--'l‘-; B G g s e ek it gl ek bl i el oulh A T I e e Son AN St

Appbndix.“"ﬁ“

Irish Republiscan Army uarning. _
"Tha public ars warnad not to olas? trancihes, out’'up traas Anterfar:
with minas cr any way unde ths werk ¢f ths 1.&.4.’ -You won!t rafiaea
AT foreed by the ansmy. . inaa, inTorme?d, "talkarg will be doult '
with frem this day forward.  ‘Wemsan wd Zirles madt Kaap thelr taliplio s
mio-inse.clogad when in town -.nd in svaar publio placaes, - rarsnts will
e h2ld rasponaibls £or the sserecy of their ohildran'whqn in sohoul,
L'o8s “4o., c., losk cut Sﬁurtly for » list of apirs, intormﬂrs,
tmkk rg in this dilstriot. - Jon't have your ?égﬁdan. ;

" - Offionr in oharga.

-qﬂn»n--l——----——-u-------u-----'-‘-‘uu—u--‘om----—---——-u——--—.._- ------ a—-aua—-l ' am

- . Y
'f ' : Z21lnes baar ofT wnd rtum te . ' ,

woudguarters
-"I' Branoh, .- i .
bth JiviﬂiCﬁ. ; _ ;

—a----.n—

“Your G/;8/89/1/2 (nfakgy Lntalllgwnce Sumpary )
2d 17,5425 hms bsbn raosived.

Of«,i‘io"’ 1'30.-.‘-!"0Ia ' . ;'-i.arni}tgrﬂyl;:,o-&‘;;io'-"ji-‘\'j-o-‘c'cd .

e 10 s eaensases -~ irlt oY FOm&tlon. .""g"".'l‘."-“".‘"‘"" '
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BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

ORDER No. W.S. Y HD. QRS.

TO
SND. S/DQ

BDE. ¢COMDT.
East. Limerick. ' 1077/ 21,

You will see that the folliowing INSTRUCTIONS
are; faithfully carried-oﬁt during the present PEACE
NEGOTIATTONS . '

ALL PUBLIC HOUSES in Villages, Smsll towns,
end Isolated Districts will be closed. |

A- special POLICE FORCE to: enforce ORDER will
immediately be selected from each CO.

BN. 0/Cs. will see: that all ARMS are under
control, Arms save in exceptional cases will be

collected from individuals,

ALE. COS, will be paraded and strictly warned
agalinst. TALK.

THE CIVILIAN pepulation, where possible will be
warned against talk, as many seem to think the WAR 1is

over.

Bvery effort will be made to perfect Plans of
ACTION meore espeeially'for‘EOWN’JOBS 80 that the
DIVISION as a k®hole cen,slog into the: ENEMY the minute

negotiations breek down,

(Signed) Earnfn O MEille
o/C
2nd S/D.
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SHND., -SQD;B
19/7//%2L,
TO,
G:‘. C -
E.L. BDE.
1. Paragraph: 2. of General Order No. 2 G. 1is

countermandedi; ‘&s it was written before: Truce: Terms

were published.

2. Add the following to paragraph 2 of Routine Order:
NO. 6. ALL BDE, offificers and all Departménts will
use the.Bde. letter, and will number their respective

despatcheszdonsecutiveiy.

(Signed) Earnfn O MAille
0.‘C.
SND. S.D.
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HD. QRS.
SND. S.D.

19/7/%21.

To.-E.L. Bde:,

'THIS is & recapitulation of some: INSTRUCTIONS
recently issued. Whilst Truce lasts BDE. 0/Cs. will
see that special attention is devoted to the-following.

COMMUNICRTIONS. {a) DIV. ROAD' AND RAIL COMMUNICATIONS.
(v) BDE. Routine: Despatches.

Perfect wesk Links in the'Chain COMMUNICATIONS
must be properly and thoroughly organised, otherwise

you cannot avair of" your Routine Organisation.

ROUTINE; Clear up &rnears, see that: BN. Routine Systems
are worked on & sound basis, that all 0fficers know
what REPORTS to forward: and that they are forwarded.,

DUG-O0UTS AND: DUMPS, Finiish off and improve existing
ones, make and finish others; arrange for inspection
of DUMPS and DUG-~QUTS.

MATERTAL FOR RAIDS. Think out Material which might be
of use to you, and forward a list to DIV. HD. QRS.

Pending a repily perfect your Organisation,

REPRISALS. Compliete your list of Enemy ‘houses and see
that particulars are correct. See: thaf Operation
details, in connection with the above:; have been

considered,

-~
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RECRUITING. See: that your COs. &re brought up to
strength. Tap unexpliored areas., In every BN. there
are men who would be: of use to the technical. Departments.
Very often. the CO. GOMMANDER CANNOT BE RELIED ON to
furnish perticulars of his Area,

OFFICERS. See that all CO. and BN. 0fficers &re
suitable; if not scrap them and get good men in thelr
places., If they cannot be replaced locally get good

nen from another Area,

MOBILISATION, Test your BN, and CO, Mebilisation
System and lacaté:flawsa'

Try (a) Quick MOBS. for Parades etc.
(b) Quick MOBS. for BN. Groups.

Police, (a) See that a special Police Force is in
working order during the Negotiations..

(b) Orgenise your Reguler Police Force.

ARMS, See that &ll ARMS, AMM. and EXPLOSIVES are
inspected and: thoroughly cleaned, See that. Repairs
are executed. If BDE. fs unable: to undertake repairs,

plesse: notify the DIVISION.

PLANS, See that Plans are laid for a resumption of the
offensive. Lay your Plans carefuiiy, inspeet and
SEETCH Positions, especislly Towns and Villages, In
the two latter pay particular attention to Lines of
Approach and Retirement.

>

COURTS. See that Republicen Courts are re-established
in your Area, The Civil side is as important as the

Militery side,
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1. TALK, Warn pembers of the I.H,A. and Civilians againsy
Talk; do your utmest to locate the: source of such tallk.

It 1iss the principzal desnger at present.
l5..  TRAINING. Start INTENSIVE Training in

(&) Revolver and Automstic Shooting.
(b} Musketry.

(c) Bombing.

(@) Bayonet Training.

(e) Scouting.’

16. SUSPECTS. Keep them under continual observation;

they may be inclined to come out of their shells now.

Al

17. ENGINEERING, Prepare Mines, inspect BRIDGES and take

dimensionsa inspect. Rallways,

18, INTELLIGENCE. Tap as mach as possible. Tongues are
beginning to wag now.  Perfect your: REPORT SYSTEM;
in emch: Ares arrange to have persons outside the I.R.A.
to report regularly. Work up the details of the Enemy
Supply System.

19, THE, PRESENT' IS A TIME FOR HARD THINKING AND INTENSIVE.
TRAINING - NOT FOR HOLIDAY MAKING.

(8igned) Ea.,0 MAaille
0.C.

SND. S.D.
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z _General Headquarters, DUBLIN.
— Fiaison Offices..
BUREAU GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
& , BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21 12th July 1921.
'r' e r . .
< TO: O/Cc NO. W.S. Xg 5 -
B E.L. Bde. _
Instructions to Liaison Officers.

Each Liaison Officer will immediately get in touch with
the British Army Liaison Officer for his district and will
co~-operate with him in carrying out the terms of the truce which
are as follows:-

On behalf of the British army it is agreed as follows:-

1. No incoming troops R.I.C. and Auxiliary pelice and

munitions, and no movements for military purposes
of troops and munitions except maintenance drafts.-

2. No provocative displays of forces armed or unarmed.

3+ It is understood that all provisions of this Truce

apply to the Martial Law area equally with the rest
of IRELAND. ) ) |

4., NO pursuit of Irish officers or menm, war material

» or mil¥tary stores. ‘

M 5« No secret agents, noting descriptions or movements

o and no interference with the movements of Irish
persons, military or civil, and no-attempt.to
discover the haunts or habits of Irish officers
and men. : .
NOTE: This supposes the abandonment of Curfew

restricetions.

6. No pursuit or observance of lines of communication

or connectione.

7+ No pursuit of messengers.

On Behalf of the IRISH ARMY it is agreed that:
(a) Attacks on Crown Forces and Civilians to cease.
(b) No provocative displays of forces armed or unarmed.
(¢) No interference with Govermment or Private Property.
(d) To discouhtenance and prevent any action likely to
cause disturbance of the peace which might
necessitate military interference.

In interpreting the terms of the Truce ihe following
pointx will be borne in mind:

a 1. There are to be no movements of bodies of British

troops from place to place except under exceptional
circumstances and after consultation with REPUBLICAN
- LIAISON OFFICER AND neither military or police . -
forces are to be Ilncreased.

2., Police or Military carrying arms is to be regarded
as a provocatlive display. In towns of over 5,000
population police on nlght duty to have the right
to carry concealed arms for their own protection
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in the discharge of ordinary civil police duties
such as dealing with armed burglars, etc. between
the hours of 10 pems and 5 aelle

3. The Martial Law area to be in no worse position
than the rest of Ireland. Consequently prohibition
of fairs, etec. to.cease and Liaison Officers to:®
arrange that creameries, business premises,
railways, etc. closed under Military Order be
re-opene&. )

4, All'acts of aggression against I.R.A. including raids

. arrests etc. to cease and Officers and men to have the
right to move about freely which in some cases will
naturally be exercised with discretion.

5,6,7. O0fficers and men of the I.R.A. and the population
generally are not to be shadowed followed or spied upon
by BRITISH AGENTS. No interferénce by BRITISH agents
with lines of communication messengers etc.:and the
truce not to be availed of for the purpose of '
obtaining information as to men on the run etc.

GENERAL: The question of discontinuance of courts martial’
restriction on motor traffic etc. are under consideration.

The I.R.A. is not prohibited by the terms of the truce
from. carrying out its ordinary training provided this
is done in such a way as not to attract unnecessary
attention.

Decisions involving important gquestions of
INTERPRETATION of the terms of Truce are nct to be
given by local Liaison Officers but will be referred
to the Chief Liaison Officer for Ireland:-

EDMOND J. DUGGAN
66, DAME STREET,
DUBLIN.

Telephone NO. 4888 DUBLIN.

Local Liaison Officers will at once secure & public
Office and advise the Chief Liaison Officer of their
telegraphic and postal address and Telephone No. It is
essential that all Liaison Officers should be accessible
by TELEFPHONE. . ' '

It is to be distinctly understood that persons guilty
of breaches of the truce on either side will be drastically
dealt with by their respective authorities. All such
g;;iggﬁs to be reported immediately to the CHIEF LIAISON

Dated 12th July 1921.
. 66 DAME STREET,
DUBLIN.

Chief Liaison Officer
Army of the IRISH REPUBLIC
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The foregolng list summarises the’ principal engagements in the East Limerick Brlgaae Area.
Numerous other actions of a smaller type are not included.

BQ%J. Enenw , Rexy;;;ks. -
L;.u.a. strength = @asualties. iC_asual't.les. Officer i/c. - .
in brackets.) o Lo . n
Ballylanders Apfii, i920.A"IﬂW.. 8P S.Forde s Bks.captured and aestroyea.
(30) - : ' Police rifles & revolwers
_ | seized- N
Kilmalloék.. : Masr,' 1920. I1.X. Unknown S.Walle . Bks. destro_yed.
(50) : ) . : number K. : _ :
Ballinahinch. July,I920. Nils 4.Pe T.Crowley. . Rifles captured.
(12) | B o AR , | | -
Emly. July,I920. Nil. - ‘ - I.W. D.O'Hannigan. 9 Rifles captured.
(I4). — ’ 8.»p, . ' 600 rds. amm., =-do-
Bruree.’ - July,1920. Nil. I.K. D.O'Hannigan. " Rifles captured.
{14) ' : s - . ’
Klldorrery, August,I920.  Nil. . B.W. D.O'Hannigan. 8 rifles captured.
Co.Cork. : - - : 260 rds. amm. -do-
(163 Lo , A | s
Grange. ' Nov. I920. " 2.W.. Wil. D.O'Hannigan. - .
(40). Lo . . : | . , o o o
Cross of the Tree. beéc. 1920, I.K. Nil. BD.0'Hannigan. Surprise attack on I.R.A.
(12). s | ‘ -
Gleﬁécurrane. -+ Dec. Ion. Nil. 4.K. ' B.O'Hannigan. Lorries, rifles and
- (50). o o L AN ' - grenades ,captured.
Dromkeen. ° Feb. 1921. ; I;WQ IO:K: D:OtHannigan. Lorries; rifles and
(50). - S L 2eWe s | revolvers captured.
Kilfinane. ‘Feb. Ig21. Nil. . I.P. J.M.MacCarthy. Aeroplane captured md
(10). : ; . . " destroyed. Docume nts j
. seized. |
sraharla. May o 1921. 4.X. Nil. B.0'Hannigan. surprise attack on I.R.A.
(20) . 2.P. . \ _ : L
- '..,‘»..........-._ A et o e i e et o n et = e e e C et g iaig et el _,,.'%,;f-ﬁ.;m{ﬂ‘ e — - g, e —— rprei— . *..--.-,‘k._m_:_.f—mqq B A S ‘.,
| Lakelly. May, ;921. 4K I.We D.O! Hanmga.n. : ( surprise attack on I.R.A. .
: (I2). - : ‘ o who released priswrers and |
' recovered bodieg of Killed;
N / also captured I3 bicycles ﬂ
. ‘ - o o ) _ of attackers. '
annacarty May, I921. I.K. ~ I.K. RO Isnnigan Attack on I.ReA. beaten off. |
CeTipperary. . , S [ f _ :
(5) : P -t . " ' ) ;!
Knoc¢klong I919. C3eWe 2.K. S.Treacy. “Prigoner rescued from train
) Rly statlono ) - . I.W. : i by I.R.A.
pa1Gheninn oty ar 1L o e S
&) | lﬁprll IﬁEI ‘I.‘K I.K D .0'Hannigan ' I.R.2.Beat off attack after

3 hours fight,

YL daren -]
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The foregoing 1ist summarises the principal engagements in the East Limerick Brigade Areca.

‘May, I920..

July,Ig20.  Nils

- July,1920.. . Nil.

. July,I920. Nil.

August,1920. Nil.
Nov. I920. "2.W. .

Feb., 1921.  I.U.

Feb, 19210 ‘ I\Iilo

May, 1921.‘ 4.K.

g 2. P_o

Hay ;921. 4o Ko

May, I921.. I.K.
1919, JeWo

' April 1921 I.K

Unknown S.Walle .
number K. o
4,P. TocrOWleyo -
. W, DeO'Hannigan, .
-— - ,‘8.?., -, — S e — ke = A -
I.K. B.O‘Hannigan.‘
8., Bo O’Hannlgan. .
| ~Nil. ' D.O'Hannigan.
Nil. -  D.O'Hannigan.
4.K.  B.Q'Hannigan.
10.K. Ds0©!Hennigan.
249 L A
. _ I.?. J.M.MacCaxrthy.
Nil. D.O'Hannigan,
- B I T SR x.g.;...‘eamw« e Lt e = s AT S| g g . e o -
I.% D. O'Hanmgan. -
I.K. BROMEnnigan
2K, S.Treacye.
o LeWe
I.K D:o'Hannigan

<

other actions of a smaller type are not 1ncluded.
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" Rifles captured.

. idestroyed.l

_‘Surpfise attadk on I.R.A.
- of attackers.

. T.R.R.Beat off attack after

|1 iy A H oY

Bks. &estrqyed. 
Rifles capturec.

9 Rifles captured.

captured.
amm. =G0~

S,rifles'
260 rds.

Surprise.attack.on.I.R.A.

rifles and
captured,

Lorries,
grenaces

Lorries, rifles and
revolvers captured.

Aerdplahe'captﬁred'ald
Docume nts
seized.
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aurprlse attack on I.R.A.". {
who released prismers and
recovered bodies of Killed;
also captured I3 bicycles

Attack on I.R.A. beaten off.

Prisoner resgcued from traln
by I ROAQ

3 hours fight.

;
i

MAJOR.

] - h.MacCartHyji

in . . h - 4

30th May, I945% i"




