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aom the quh Volunteers in mebar. 1915, bo:l.ns

" then about 19 years of age.. Even 4f I had vanted to, I < .
_:mwmaommnw.mzvmm«rammmt._
_wmmmmmormmmupm . Sush
-mamwwmmammmmwnwmtm.
“uho was an ardent o'mmto. ‘

wmmmmmm. conpequently, help

mmMMMmmmmmmwmmm.
L sunxwwmmummwmaoaorw .
fifumarmnermvmmwammm:marmm

1t vas Perence McSwiney vho cans to Newcestown to start

. .the Volunteays thare. ﬂomamnudlwbuml‘ |
| 0'Callaghan from Corks . Roughly about 20 men joined Pirst,
~'xu-maormm“ummosm g Johnhordan_

andnmcanw. Emcstmmboth, joined the Section at |
mmmmwuuinhmmstobems.dms o

| ﬂthm,ortmusatmmingcolm

ammmmmnwammmWew

i Mcmmmmmmﬁmsmtmvamtwr
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o ' u@mﬂmmmmamthmthmmrmmm
©©© ' sushas cursslves and ouf fanidies from this grinding yaok
_ : ‘mtros!m Itthsﬂndmorthemtrycoumm.- -

7" attatasd, that would gsrve to ‘clear landlords such as curs,

' el wo-nutma, out' of the countey svmtnauy

mmmummmmmnmmw
‘af foot hm and section 4rill, with youte marches as wells
DMO'WMWMMBWMCMM
r,takeustnMandlmngmmmtonroMsganmlsm
thn Bealsna-Blath,, mmmnmw direction. We
hﬁmmanﬂmmsorommm:wmtpaﬂim
_pericd,  The Kilmurray, Croohstowns Lisdarda and other -
TR secummmmammwmmm at
A ._Gmukswmanﬂmonewcastmﬂerm!hsumywans
\anthmmammmwmmmﬁasuwm
'_wgmmmmumtom. 3

" We travelled by train to the City of Cevk for o bs
:Voluntesr parade there.on St. Patrich's Day, 1916. . Our
.‘Smummnmbndmw&m“mMume"
articles of equigwent, not to mention ams. =~ But vo did |
Hotice that the City Volunteers and s good many from the
- éomtry, too, vere not alns 1i uniform buty move important
.atm,mmod Mammwumtommam
‘:weotanmmnuenmmmmtmmw
'+ used eyels the 23 miles from Cork to Hewcestown ard back
| . every Suniky to take charge of our parades.  Ho'used
"',alwayammrmmthosomamm. Any' time
- Pevance HcSwiney cane he uied cyele the distance also.

f owesan
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Theﬂ.ratwamwthemnouonmsaaterldeak .

-waéwhenwheardormenghtmginnmm Justatthe

. same time s heard of Voluntesrs from the Bandon locality
a '-mmwmmmumcmmmyromma
without etfect:.ng anyhhing Ha hoard. later they had gone

tomeetthaarmsheinghrmght&wtho'&ud'uhiehwereto

"’.bexmaedonthaxmymt. On' hearing of the Dublin .
| f;lghttng wo stood to, awaiting any u-dora that might como
. throngh, at nothing happoned. ‘

'rhongh the ReXoeCi- had bean used %o ntching uur parades

‘rrom the. timo wo organtsed nrst, 7o momber of our Sectien

at Nmostm vas arrested atter Eaater Heek, though in the

_ tmofnmdmambor or?omntmswmtakenupand

mternaao o

‘ Aquetpaﬂoaronmdforusammthehegmnmgor

S 191?uare-orsnnuedcurascﬁionandtookmrtmanothar

parade in Cork City on Bt. Patr!.ek's Days This time, ‘of

"-como,noomeuﬁeaama.mmumractmtm
'paradomhemandmttheremmedtohathmandsof

Volunteu-s there was an Meatm of how things me moving

mmmammmmmm

mtxmma. all under the watehful eyes of the R.I.C,; who,
hovéver, never interfoved with us. It s Williem Crowley

. from Bandon who now used to take ohargs of us and carry oub
_the training: ~ Then game November 1917 and our Company was
formed. -

Ourstrongth m approximately 70and vo oonaidered 1t
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Voo "3ust1ﬁaamtmsoracmpany Wil14an Crovley, vho
I ‘balonged. to Tinker's Cross. Campany (Iatar Lnraahcompany) and
was a Lieutenant in. u, may hnve baen present tha night we
formed the Hewcestown Cozpany and elested our Officers.
John Allen was our unanmms choice ags cmpany cnpta1n
Though only adout 25 yaars of aga he had been in the a.:.c., |
‘a4 was 4 trainod man. Dan Canty uaa eleoted 1st Lie\:tenant.
.and Sefn Lordan 2nd Lieutemants HehadaISOaCompany
, Adilutant, Patrick O'Hahony, and a ccmpany Quartermaster, Jams
" Rellys .' _It vas not until 1918 we dlv:lded the Company into .
four Sectiens. I-was made a Section Commander t.han

| | Our normal training contimied s befare and then with

+ *  the thveat of sonsoription in.April, 1918;. game & sufﬂcient |
reascn to go a step farthor and we collected vhat ams vo

- ;"conld.anmt-gunnmdtheummuon,fromthepaople _

e "~ who were Menm: d:laposad. The girls made haversacks for -

- us,forholdingratlm.incasevehmﬂtotakothamm.‘ '

,Eachmmmposedtohava.morderad. mfacf.. tonrwide
himself vith a blanlmt and propor cwaring 4n the shape of .

.aheavymtasaproparauonmmwasmtce. 'In the
Compwmhadabcnt 10 shut-mandtwoshmwebley

' revolvers, with about 15 mnds for tho revol.ms and abont
I0 cartridgos ror each nhot-aun. '

) . We helped t.o organise ehe proteat against conaeriptm
P ;-‘anﬂgo..thepeopletosignthoronattheohapelgnteon
. the Sundoyuhen this.m being dom all over the country.

S mmmmnmmzmmsmorlm
came sbout and arrosts weré being cerried out evoryuhere, ‘
the members of my Section, along vith S8edn Lordan, our

.':
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o 2na meutemt. 1-.mng in the Seouon area, slept out at
. nights ' ‘The blankets came in useful hére. Ve carried
" what arms we had uith s - The other throe Sections of
tho Conipany @14 the Same in their own'area: ' Wo knew

uhere the othor Bootiona wu:l.d bo’ aaeh n!.sht, 80 as to get ‘

in touch vith them in case of emarganoy : Howevor.
-'mestn vere attempted among tha membors of our Company

Wo earried.on our trainingasusnalandgotafew

' ‘. nore shot-guns. In Beptember of this year w6 had a dance'
. at hhrragh for the purpose of raising !\mﬂs for the Company.
. We made, ronghly, about £50. _ This vas to be expended on

'. arma and aquipmnta '

Then came tha Gonora:l. Elsotion in Dacamber, 1918. :

.There was no elect!.on m onr eonat:ltnteney, Mid<Cork, a8 _
) ‘the 8inn Fein candidates vere returncd tinopposed ' MIve

of cur. Conpany, inoluding myself, John Lordan and Dan canty, '
the two Lleul:anants, and Patr:lck O'Hahony. the compmy
Ad:utant. were sent o agsist in the Waterford oiecti.on.

',sxnn Fein Headquarters vas in N6.- 56, Grand Parade, cm-k,
‘and ve had to Teport there. . . There was only transport for
" nine oruaandwatrawnedbynightmmeaandtraps. o
g Toourmpme, tmenwamivadmthecrmal’nrademtﬁe :
. morning there were threo of our cmpanythere before use -
..'Theyhaammathemxe distance from geucesf.oml

¥e uant. nndar eomand of Sean o'smi.van, w:lth a,

mmber of Cork Volunteers, by train to Waterfords On . .
‘m!.val va danblsd to a hotel, to get quicldy through a
" hostile part of the oity, Arteramealmmrehedin
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' '-‘formuon to tho sinn ra:ln o:l.ects.on Beudquartars at Dwand's
' Garage. Lt STl . : L
L Wamesmfourdmmwaterrordandweroalmon
handtokeepthepamwhancm&npm- Uehadarew
encounters. irlth tho. Bally'bl‘ieken and Bauytruekle pi.s buyara, :
ataunch au.pportm of the Redmondita Parw It was quﬁ.te a
atrain mung all day ready t0 turn out at a moment's notice.
At the daie time 11'. vag perfeet tra!.ning. It was l'eal camp -
1ifs, ' “Wé had’ our Quartamasm gnd Mods Bergeant.s and
part&es me dotailed to look aﬂ:m' m.neta and mesal.ng and
_ © . bo onguards - Ve carried ho firearns, of course; only
4 . | wooden. elu'bs. I't was all an oxpeuam,amy,ana thé _
‘ mczpmwmmcwmmgawmtogma .
. was all to the good.. S

On our return rrcm the Hatarford eleetim, ve fomad
 a'81na.Fein Club 1n Newcestown. - I was électod President -
and we organised the Club for any future political works
.- All’ the menbers were Vo].unteera and ‘thoy paid /- entranee |
" feeo-snd sot mherehlp cards and a weakly anbscription of 24
was paide. ‘We bad-a new Quartemaster in the ‘Company novs
| Patrik O'Riordan, and he was’ Tmmar of the 8ian Fein cm:-
andavorygoodom,too.---. '

wa stm had some of the ms m raised at the dance

o atHurragh!mtinuaroh, 1919, wehaldamthardance there.
_Wahadaboutﬁ;wontottm

L Hemom 'R' cdmnyorthom (Bandon) Battanon
| of cwk III Bri.gade m: vaa early 1n January, 1919. o
I Hugh 'I.'hornton came as a tre.uunz msh-nctar trom Gaﬂ.q. ang .
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o only got one rcvol.ver, hmvar. a long 'deb].ay.

. L : S
'_b?‘“ o . S v !

h.‘-s mﬂuence aml mrk carri.ed us mrther. _' He-"ués'giea't'.'

Fin alright. From t'.he thna or his eomins wo amted otit’ raids
. for ayms cm.houtua nouses where. ue knew ayins were kopts
| mQ eontinued: ‘all- t.hrangn 1919 ana 1nto 1920 and rosulted

in the Company getting 30 shot-gnna (11: addition to the 10
e hnd already) and-an amount. of ammnieion for. them. Ve

' Bugh Thorntm atan's atay with us an tns tme.

o 'dbﬁi-se-._s He. travelied around to the other Unms of the
, -'.:Brigada once nmromed a@camatousonce a voek -
~aunnstnamatortheyear1919..

[

John Halea was Battanon 0905 aml :rm I-iahony uaa the

Mjntant. They used to pay pariotnca:l. visita o our company.
_ when we paraded. These paradea for arill’ and general

trmina continued: throughont 1919.  Hey cou:l.d l_mva. no range.

- pracucea as it was only shotegins vo had, ‘we"got tvo doron’
. ,-‘i"bayoneta to £1t on the shot—suns Our mmbera mreasoa -
e 'andbytheenaoftheyaarmatransthmnptolaoo

Liam Deasy, the Br&gado Adjutant, used al.ao pay period-

N :_1calvisus to us durtng 1919. He would inspect us on . .
" parade and addreas us on t.hs naeesaity tor dincipune anﬂ
".% "' keeping up the atrength ana attend!.ng all parades.

During three’ montha of the Winter 1919-1920 ve .

S .orzana.sea an. Irish class. 1’ tho sohool at Newcestown and hag -

the Hational teacher. a Hr. Hurp!m to take charge of thege .

- rclasses which vere ahrays held at night. ‘e paid h:l.m £30
'..-_om; of our Company fund for his mk. - .Th_gre voré about -
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%0 in tho olass, including glris. While 1t vasn't emctly o
'mi.utary duty, at:ul it wiig \m'k £ national Mportmee. :
A quantity oi‘ gnncotton had heen seizeﬂ ’oy tho Banta.'y
Volunteers and, on Snstmotions from Liam Deasy, Jim Lordan
. . and myself uent with a horde and. butt to the Coppeen Compw :
.,-araa and collected about 15 owt. of the guncotton. _.'\u'a
_‘brought it &0 our own area; duped 1t for the night and-
' ".1gaded about I0 owt. of it the following day and trought it
.. on to the. Crosspomd cmpany areas Wo kept our 5 ewt. 1n
‘Guinps ‘for future uses 5 'I‘ai_s: job was carried out by us 4n
Jammry, 1920, | ' " ‘ ' |

; .. . In the sama month tho companw carried out a ser:las of
, L . ¥alds. fop arme on ‘the honses of the hostile aloment 4n ‘the
o area botwesn Newcestown ana‘Enni_sk;ean-_ ~ The .Company was
. ..divided in two for the Waé, eéach belng -s;tveh‘a ¢ertain ,
< Aumber'of housess John Lordan was in charge of the hald« -
| - Company I was with. Ve raided throe of the four honééﬁ
wo vera allotted and uéi-e successful in each, 'gdf.éitis ‘ghote
L gnnn and amnn:ltion. ﬁe came to the fourth, Hoods of
' 'Qast,lel.anﬁeo Hooda vag an. ex-D.H.P. man.

One Section taukled the £rornit of the house. while t:he
-'ot.her, oy Seation, went round tho s:.de. I lmookad on the
_&oor into the nving roen a!’ter getting i.n at the back of
the honaa and it wvas opaned by a girl.: mn sha sav the
revolver in ny h.ana. aha banged out the door m my face. - -
' "I‘he next momnt a shot wvent off behind me frum a shot-gun, '
L -perhayu aeezdmzany dischargeds duty anyway; the charge

"7 passed over my hesd and through tho door, hitting the girl -
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' inside in the armi '‘She eried out and Woods came mattbmngh
‘ anothor oo door - near us and comeneed bha!.ng at us with . |
a revolver. _ o '

.. on aecount of the nhoot:lng of the girl, ws thougnt it
| | _-_bettur to retire and got away after reply.'.ng to the o~ .
. polickman's £ive, . We 0nly fired a.few.shots as John Lordan
hadcomeronndfromtheﬁmntofthahouaowhenhaheardthe '
h ;'_ahootlng and ordere& us o retire, - ' '

_ He oncnpied soms. orourt!.meinmkingbneksho‘band _
-ﬂning ahot-m cartﬂ.dges, also making grenades by filling -
Coe .binyca:m w&th glmcotton and 1ron sorap.. Each Section of’
R . the companym euployed :l.n doing this nuniuon manufaoture

. """ Pom Hales, 0sCe Cork IIT Brigade. md Tadg 0'Sullivan,
- Brigade Quartermaster; often visited us at, this time.  They
nsad core at léast once a mk The 0.0. Brigade waa .‘ o

comerned vith the- crganiaation and tralni.ns and the Quarter- -

' naster with armt. B R

Orir raids for armg andour manufaemeot ammition
7 and grenades. yaau}e; a pre_paratim'fér an htonaed attack en
- Parnivenies R.1,C, Barracks; This was in an .‘.aolated part of
-the parish; about 5 miles rrm Rawcostwn, aml was garrisoned
by a Bergeant and four coustab:tea. On the same night
Riibrittain B.I.co Barrackn wvas- attacm. . Jéhn Halaa, 0.0.
. | Battanan, vas in charge of that oparationg uhua Tom Halea
. ;'m m eharge of the Farnivanee attaek oo

>

. 'I'he Newcaatoun Ompany was mbn.isod to. the extent of
hbbnt BOmen, baingamedvithshot—ms-amthautha

. L. . -7 o N . »
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'~ rumber only ~ while the others had revolvers and gronades
" and in doie Gagos just bayoneté. . We 414 bring a ming.we -
‘had made, with a charge of snncotton in 4t and a leng fuae.

Hhatmr went’ m'ong with the plana. hwava, our Gcnnpany
vasgn!t in the attack at a11 ami returnad home faenng vary

" mmeh dismted. '

The tonmrms day I vas plonghing m tha f.‘l.ald. It
wnsnboutlzo'elookandthamtminnteltmdmyaelr '

: s\g'roundod by pouce and sold:lers. ’ 'rhe local Bergoant anﬁ _

a constable voré there and they questioned mo very elosely
as %o. whorelmthapreﬂmnight. Itoldtham b 4 vas

'atmemmmmmasmmemtham :

on Farnivanes. How, ‘after the fallure to hring our cwnaw

B _monthomosedopmtion,lnan'tevenmtheattack

ha.d been carried ont and 80 I was able to reply vary tmth-

-m:u.y that 1 imev nothing ‘about 4t. = They questioned my

fat.her, too; about ny movements and he said I was at home

 and mbedm:ngm Apparently sstisfied, thoy went avay

a.m!leﬂz m-

"~ The aame party vla!.t.ed a :l’ew mére of tho Nevceatm
company that day tut arreated nobody. = After this and on
tha ad.vica of _my Company Officers I went on the m right
aviy and stayed at home no night efter that. |

Amutamakmuamofmtamsmmrm--

. out over & Me area and the fonomg of tho ﬂewcestwn

Company ware arrastedt John Allen, 0.C., Dan Canty, 1st
Lieutemt, John Lordan; 244 Li.antenant, Jams Lordan, hie
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“Brotiier; ond Denis 0'Brlen. . They were all intensd in
-1 Vormwood Smbha uhm thoywant onlmnger-striheandm
an roleased somd months after - in MHayy 19204 AS a h
. .  matte® of interest, there vag,no zaid on ry houses I
' ___wasn't at home, anmy. : B

T consoquant. on the e.rriaats,"vé had to havé 4 change of
" officers, Richard [Hurloy, a local man and a deserter from
. the. British Am, had Joineﬂ tho (kmpany, 80y as a trained
C L maniy he was made 0,Cs " T was promotad m Lieutenant m
T Dantel O'Mahony 2na Lieutenant.

_ "H'e n_m-rcmiad mtamberér'daiiiéhtrﬁdsm- ;
hostile houses in the vieinity of Castletown Kennedgh. We
_ ismamakedandamaanamgotame shot-msanﬂequpment
IR . ‘auch as a bandolter and a fow haveraaclm. also a gas mk
T rmag was in Apru, 1920,

Helwkadamrmrmsorthosambersofm
CGmpanyuhohadhemarreatoﬂaMmeme Sembbs.
The Voluntesrs of the Company were organised and brought
'-5_'horaesandrarn mplementsandweploughaammutho
" ground and put down the ‘seed. . ‘We set apart one particular
© . ' - .. Gay to do this and. 414 three farms ih that day. . While the
| ""”"".'mkmonwhadacmt-outtogmrdagainstmpﬂmby
theenmmmmtapmmmtmmleaobmtor
" gpites In add1ticn, of course, some orusmeonthemn
'.amthdtoavommingeaught. T e

_ InﬂaytheremaBandonmmietCMﬂelem
_' and John Allen and John'Lordan vare returned wnopposod.
“,.- They were still in Jail at this time. A1l the proliminary
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., WOrk; such a8 f:ltl.:l.:lng in tha nomination papers properly and -
‘handing them :ln. -mm nxy responsihinty.

In Hay also we pmnned an ambush on a Brs.tish mntary
cyele patn-ol cunaisting generany of abont 20 vhieh uged-

"'.travel fron Bandon out along the matn read towards Eanislweans
" ./They ussd vary thetr aistancs and 41dn't appésr every day.
'._'Ho'-rever, Tem Halea took cherge of the Job and had’ the ambush
party in position at Kiuowan, about four miles from Banden. -

. -There ware 1 of us altogathar, armod with ahot-guna and our
*t1n can bombs. e walted from merning but the enany patrol
"never turned up s0 w rotirad aﬂ:er darke '.“9 wore disapp;oint-.“'

ed but. an,way, 11: ms train:.ng t’or us. N

Three of tha company, one with a riﬁa nnﬁ tha -other
two with revolvers, opened ﬁra on an R.I.c. man wn:l.ldng to
Mass one Sunday. He wag not h:lt and ma.naged to escape by

"running on’ tauards the chapel. :

wme the priaonara 1n Wommmod chbbﬂ me on lmnger- .

'st.runa, wo mado a collection and gathered abont £20 to
pnrchase comforts for the members of aur Company there.
- Hurse Lordan, a ss.star of the brothm Lordan in Ja:u., brought.
" over the money to mm the necessary purchaaes in Londun and
. to ook after thelr needs generany ag’ t.'hey had .‘h:st boarn _
B releaaod and ‘ware recnperating 1n mpathisars' houses. Lo

o Abaut the and or May or beginnmg of- June. atter

- Fa¥nivanes: ReX+Co Barracks had been evacuated. about 20 ar
..oup cmnpany wére mob:l.used and wo destroyed the tm:uding,
o _'-"bnrn:ng it to the ground " This job vas cmied out 1 the

LA b
-
L
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middle of the’ day withnnt mmmtion.

Ha attmptad two. hmbushea; prinei.pally for the purpose

of sécuring arms, one in Newcedtown vin.age and the othér at
_Farrmthms 8 veock after. Both wore to be earried out

againat mintary cyclo pat.rols which used oecaaiunally coms”

g through these tvo points from ‘Bandon.’ On neithar occaa:lon _'
vhichmhadpmmdtudidthoytmup. '

Onlrc“manyomcmandtheothwwomahmm
after releaee from wormod chbba and they téok up their

| appétntnents ance mewe, ‘while I wont back to ny Seetion,

~ Liam Deaay sent orders for about six’ or our Company to

) 'joi.n; forceg with Volunteers from Castletown Kenneigh, Coppean,

Ballineen and Enniskean to attempt to.disarm a military cyele
patrol, mbars.ng about 50, which uaed opetate batween

., . Dunmanway and Ba:l.nneen. _ We took: up position betueen these
o placés at carrigmoro, about two miles nom theé v!.nago

of Baumen, under Dan Harte, who vas V/0.Co Brl.gade. Ve

wera there on twd occasions but each time no enamy ap:pearem

Brigade and Battauon Otﬁ.cera vere otten vith us

" emrins the Swimer months to sce the progress of our training,
" tmit Dends Lordan, Erigadé Traiging Officer, vas with us the '~
. ‘most and aupewvisod mtenaivo trai.n:l.ng in fi0ld driu.
“as extonded’ opder formaticn, firing while advancing, taling
:admntase of .cover vhile advancing under fire, anf so on.
',‘Bemedgivommestouwhmtheactmtrmmgm
- ; movement was over; impressing on us ‘the neecessity for
o d:lsoipnne. obedience t6 orders at all t!.maa, punctuauty
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coming to Wmﬁi eteo’ GtCQQ

Wa had mpﬂ.se mobuﬁ.aatims, too. ana '3 was qulte -
a jobuhenl go»nsuﬂdenorde. to ge‘b the: hfentyormre _
men of my Section notificd to appeor ot & particular place, .
aspeciany wman I xight have to beve 1t 21l done v.lthin an.
| hour, gotting to the ocattered housos of the uen and. having
tham at the mbuisation point un time, Somt:!.mes they had
to a.ppear vith then' arms and that meant going to- tho dnmp
.- for them, Somtimea. .too, the. mob:l.nsat:lon took p].aee in
- e middl.e of ‘the night.

N : Du:.ng a8 County c::uncﬂ. el.ects.on tn June we were askad.'__
P to ‘ansist in- the aréa arcund West Cork: from Drinagh to
P Maulnatrahaney Skibberess; Castletownshend and Bellyguiteens
| Seven Vol:mtears and ono Cusann no =-San gurl, Surso Lordan,'
B -+ earrigd out th!.s J6bs Ithadtobe 47 an-aven where we
oo yer..onally vére not kncrun, a8 vwo wera porsonating real voters.
| -Nnrse Lordanvotedas ammber oi’uumwtaee uhile ve acted
_ ina?-ead of the rightml male pussosscﬁs of votes. , ‘Yo got
. owr instructions frm the local Volunteers outslds the’ polling
.~ bootha and nobody challengéd us inside and ¥o completed onr .
thopoughly dishonsst tour succesafullys the Sinn Fetn .
candidote, Sedn Collins, batter known &s. "Shafter“ being -
" _. raturnod, vhile his Oppnnmt, ﬁmow Shdahy, got very poor.
'aupport. ' a

At this ti.m Summ. 1920 8pec1a1 SeMces ware
orsan&sea throughout the Brigede. Bach conmany had to
J-sawof: three nen to attend wain:!.ng contres in thair Battau.on
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were to apecm:lse in, There woro o:l.aasea for Engtnaering,
" -81gnaliing, Intelligence, Police Duties Fu'st Atd, Transport
. and Supply, and Swntmg ‘rha Campg vare ;mm_x in different
* places and had to be vell guardeds’ Jehn 0%Callaghan (of
- Rewcestoun Cumpany) waa 1n charge of the Enginoering cl.asses,
" ‘Dick Russell was Signalling, Liam Deasy and Flor Begley wvere
- on Intamsenee, Jamea:Lordan of Scrahan was Police Duties,
_ Jeéroms Mahony, a chenist, vas First Ald, Pat Finn end Patrick
&mmmcomhanmrtm ‘Supply men (I can’t
i+, . remember thé nime of the Dattalien Staff Officer who
" instructed them in tholy particular duties). Denis Lordan
‘wont round the different Battilion training centres instruste
" ing in Seouting. ' Company Despatch Carrders to tho munber
of £ive vere appomzed under Pnddy Walshs -

~ SmCampsma for threa ar tour dm, othm-s. maybe,
"oy soveral weoks, dopenmng on the subsect for instruction,
*. ' Thig meant putting each Company in tho Battalion: and each
_‘-_ Battalion in tho Bri.sade on an: astive sarvica footing or
- \-'nady gor 1t, - :

<Y e extraseuuon, Hoi- 5y vas ou.'ssn!.sed out twaras the
__mmwmmm:mmmzwmcomw
'.-‘.jareé. : Tharamamguyzommu,themaaamm '
'v‘-other four Beutiona. ‘Hamos of Seotion comanders weros
No. 1. u1illfan n.m.
" Hos 2. . Tom Lyneh '
. Hoe 3. Jorh, D'Bnen
_ ﬂo.’h'---‘lohnloma .
e . ' ,Ho_._s._'_ J’ms Lerdan (Bcrahan)
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. mamam”nmmatimteammcompmum.
EVEE 0% vas-& vaeant labtmrar'e cottige in the towhland of
‘ Greenmnanacamtobemunas the Black Bog.. " Here vo
incaréerated offenders aga!.nst. the common :l.aw. such as’
3oty thtoves, robbers and pen suspected of givig lnformation
% the enemy forces, ﬁha; 18, Anformers a‘nﬂ"e‘mspéetea spies
© “sswell. -Our Cempany took full responsibility for the Black
Bog_and ve had a contimious gunrd over 1t, day and night, for
"jthe per!.od of tvo months- a.urins its nsa as a prison.

The ordinary offendews, artar trial or on éonfessing
o the:u' crmea, were aentanced to a par:l.od of commnsory labour
at amne farme Two auapectad spies, , both
rrum Timoleague d!.striot, wm. after emination of the:lr
_ ' casas, releaaad on conditions that they g!.ve up theiy -
e assoeiates among ths enamy and their suspected activities,
else thelir punishment would be thn extm penal.ty. 'An _
- Anformer vas, a.fter being found gunty, tranaferrad to annt.her
. arca .for mcution. - '

Tcm Benes, Pat Baxto and Charna l"olay, a member or
. our Company, wore srrestad at Laraghe’ Foley was: released .
7+ “on the spot but tho other two vere brought into Bandors the
. ..atroaghom of tha Egsex Regmant, or rathor of that pm't.ton |
of 4t under the command of Major Peroivals Liam Deasy end
Ta.d.g O'Snllivan cama alons with the newB of thelir. mast. and
-‘.'mobmgad us to go to Laragh with a view to effecting a

e '-’;,rescnao We di.ﬁ got to Lamgh. goms soven of out compm,--

.. _all armed, of course, bnt found out. from Frank Eurley.
" 04Ce Laragh Company,: that our Brigadier 4nd Vice Brigadier
mobythis tmmtmnmmnmmmm. N

z_svgvoa Ud 9 uuqng sauan;eu sxa eqﬁmg leyed samqo.lv A.le;ulw
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| xn passing, 14 mgnts mention that en that occasion 3
. Grank poteen for ths ﬂrst times : |
) Aftar the above arrestu. nevw Ofﬂ.eers !ma to be .
appoi.ntad in tha Brigado. and Charlie Burley vas aaleeted L
| as Drigadiers " It iay-have been ot this time that'rad e
Sullivan vas appointed vico/Brigadier. John Lordan was§
méved from our Company to be V/0.Ce 1st Battalion in place
. of cmne Burley, and pan Canty was made our Company 0.Cs
ingtead of John Al.len who rasimd from the Volnnteara at
- that time, 1 being appolated 1st Lieutenant Anstead of Canty,
and Danie]. Walsh (a native of Yatergord) was appo!.nted 2n4
Lioutenant -in place af John rm-dan John 0'Callaghan vas
~ put in charge of Ho. 1 Section in my p:.aeo. an f.hes&“ .
| appoanmmts vero made by Brigade in Anguat, 1920. .. '

| | Now I m, after racommendationa, mn by Liam Deasy

- fas a zember of the :.R.B., and becane a member of ene Erigade
7. Gireles Liam Deaay was 1ts Centre. . Weekly meot:lnas of

, the Cirele me ham at dirferent plaoos and I attendad thoge
e .um-.n my arrest the fonoumg m- ‘ | "

_ In Saptember our Cnmpany got orders f.o prame a bmet |
:m the area sufficient to accummodate 15 men of the Brigado
Aot:lve Service Unit, Just thon foma& . The' bmat. vas at
__Cm'eargn'a ofﬂenscurandwaainabmm Bedsanﬂtoo@
were. provmeﬂrorthe 15menandtheystayadonenightem ’
. the follwing aayand thenmvedon to Hanehfaw an attaek i
on. Brituh ¥ildtary theres x.m Deasy was'in charge and |
S John Hales, our Batbalion o.c.. and Tadg O'Sunivan. Br:lgaae

o | Q.M., and Jim Hahony, Battalion Aajutant, vere among t.he party.
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On their vay back to their reppective Un:.t areas they aga!-n
etopped a day and a n:lght 1n the billet at Bangour.

- The Er:l.nny ambush had taken ‘place on tha 15th of Auguat,
A Whera two members of our Company participated and whare young
‘ '_Fitzgerald waa xd.uad. '

Tho Brigade Ama F'u.nﬂ was mstimtad soms’ ti.mo 1n August
.- -and, as a result of orders reeeived, a meetins of our Company
" . Officers made out'a 11st of all the farmers in the Company
area with a percantage sunm aecordi.ng to their I:nown means to |
" be collected from tnem. These sums varied for the individuals
from £1 to £I0. .Tha levy waa carried out with sood reau:l.ts
. as rar as oy amathmers were concernea. 'l'he hostile
:rarmere vho refused ‘to paw ‘had ‘atook se!.zed to the va.lua ot -
thelevyimposedontm.. Beasts seizedmthiawayme -
, driven. off to faifs far avay and -sold there and. the proeeeds
. putinthe&msﬁ‘unds An:l.mlasamedmotharcompanyareaa
R _warehroughttorau-sneartoustobeusposedozrorthe
: same mpose-

' Whera sai.mes and consequant aal.es were made. wo wore
scmmuona enough, ir the money received m yeatea- than the
' actual amount of the levy on the owner, to have the ditrereme
mthecashhandadtohm, on].ythaba:elavyha!.ns reta!.nad

cby-uase

, It is Mtemsting that game unfriandly farmers. m _
they saw wa ware qu:lta aerioua a'bout makang saﬂ.zuras of sm )
‘of thah' stook, - paid over forthwith what’ ve had dmanded of
thom, anﬁ vhat. they haﬁ at ﬂrat remsed vithout then’ pntting
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" &z 'us to the necessity of making the solsued.

Asammtormmmtmnmeumcmpanym
"-uerea:l.isednbmtbﬂaso, allofuhichmmnedcvertothe
" ‘Brigsde Qnartmster. o

Inﬂeptamhara apeeialmradeoftha m:.canpanywas

oansumamhmmmnmwmnugaaao.c., The
' ..,_.eathtmnehenm,ofmaa, tohaaranogiance to the

Irish Republio. By thi.s tim the Voluntsers generauy vere.
"knmasml.n.n.

_ Atmmmtmathemm:mdorﬂwm
o gemmg 11ttdo or no attmt‘.lm from the R.I4Ce 50 in éach
- Company area ponce duttes vare takan over by the I.R.A.,
. -Not that thnre vas meh 3.n the vay or _erimg, dut ncensi.ns
':Iava, maintenanco of order at fairs and other public functions,
detection.and bringing to account of petty ths.evea became tho
mtneaa of tho Volunteors. Peoplo hostile to the nstional
| movement, tod; so far ‘a9 the crdinary iav vas concerned, got
..'a fair deals In gomo cases, vhere mcrmloma employeea of’
;musmugntwemﬂamsmmormmu that
- these people did not favour Iruh Nationalisn they made
'aamanaaoutoraumtormumm. Theyudnot
_ rpechkon that tho I.ReA. vou‘.l.d cma down on tham for this sort
. of commut.: tut thoy found out thely mistako vhen thely
' -employers were treated as victims and given the samé security
7 _ . as if thay had boen ardent supporters of tho national cause;
+* =271 4n other words, the I.R.A. locksd on all being equal oitizens
B 'unenncamtoaquomonor:uaneebamgmmzstema
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- Despite the éttuﬁ:y &iaﬁiéyéd tomdaau shades or |
po:l.itical opin:l.on. At was not. apprectated hry everyone. N
John Lordan’s and ny landlord vas ons, for instance, He -
" was ane Thomas We Wright of Clonakilty and a member of the
" ol hndowner claaa. 5 Our respective fathors me paying
a rack rent and John Lordan and myself deoided to call upon
Wright to ask him to reduce cur rent to a level with some
.of the tenants who were our neighbours and vhose rents had
been reduced under previous Aots. Ve went and put our ¢ase
,- before him, tut not by any means h:mbung ourselves as in
the prasenca of the great. Beo remsad pointhlank Yo
. persisted and he threatened to send for the polico bnt ue
stoodour grmdanaaventuallyhagotinhis clerkandthere
and then gave us each & receipt for a half year's rent.
without receiving a penny rrom use - When the next gals day
came 4n april, 1923 - th:lnss vare too hot generauy for
. h&.uriahttotakewpmeeedmgamenmmteameMsmy
. .andwaheardnomora ﬁ-umhim. Bouever, antheyaarsbefore
" that ho and his fanily had got more than their dus from my
'rather and his father before him and. from all. tho mere Irish.
o vere nis tansnts. o ' | L

R InthoAutmof I%Oammhorthemamnaml!an )
" 'was formed in the Company area. About 25 girls were in 1t;
. Maggle Lordan, a slster of Hurse Lordan and of John and Jﬂn,
" was mchargoandthe secondineomanﬂmnannah%rman. '
" later to be my wu‘o. ‘She heraelr had five broth.era in the
.- Company.  Another girl of the sams name had five brothers
" 4n the Company too. : Ih-fact,,msé;of the girls ha.d trothars
. in the Volunteers. A1l the girls 4id excellent work fof use.
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| ‘They ware trainad :I.n ﬁ.rst a.ld, thay cmiad despatchos,
they prepared billats;. they had changes of clothes for lads _'
i 'mthamandtheyevennctedasamtsmmcnm
‘ wauldbeinouraren.

| on tho xou: October, 1920, a tram.ng ‘camp for orncers
**and med of tha Ist Bar.tanon north of the Bandin mver was -
fready at Innrdane of coolqna@ (M.ng to tha Nowcestown .
“ambush; the mp vas tn'ansreuaﬁ to crosspmmd. 1n Ford’s
: hcmse thm-e

Onthanightormmthoctoberlwas dmatonaof '

the Comran's houses preparing to send out scouta ‘and a.rmd
euards as protection diring the peried of the caip.  This
" camp vas to last for ans wuek, and the first sscuts md o

_sentries were being mounted deforchand, I was in the middle
' of uy preparations when ScAn Hales, 0.Cs nastanon, rushed
'inandaatd'mmntaryminﬂewcesm COmeonand

ve'll ‘attack them's ' ' :

i mormuhomemm.nmmmmanﬂahout
. '_Jtmmthaothercwan'ahomemmmmnedum
 also, went off atthedmmmthomeotionotﬂmestm,
8 goodmnamy swaorus, inemmamw,haﬂahot-
_guns.mnaarmes._.

uehadgotnmﬂmesmmmnghtaorm
.'-'1orrieaahmdmbytheschoolgatesuattotha\iastof
i the villages Hemdlnaomsuthedﬂ.tehonthertght
"=_‘hanasmotu;eroaaandopenearmman.mgmtm..
. The :I.orriesmjnst atmpositim ‘thene ; )

.,
.
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’l‘he arfair WA too marr:lad to takeo up proper positi.ona
andinthedarkztwaahardtoknaumaretheneu:tmanuas.
| The British replied to our five, though Sedn Hales had called
on them to surronder . On his orders wo feu bacl: to the
 mext boundary ditch, vhile keoping up our Pirés The lorries
nov halted bnt thelr‘ oc;:up;mts co’nti.mxed to fix"e.', They. wore
nov about 150 yirds from us, - Both lorries seemed to be
paokeﬂ vi.th man. but onr party had concéntrated on the firat '
one,. vhile the other :I.orry did not suffer mueh in the fiung.
kaoping mrthar avay m:.e the soldiers in it were ﬁri.ng in our
" direction. The ken- in both lorries jumpsd out and took up
positions al.ons the road ‘behind the ditch and kept ap than'
. fire on uss Ve evantuany u:l.tham on Badn Hales" orders,
becaunge some of tho troops had entéred the ﬁ.em and u well.
'uwcauld:u&einthedarkmremakingtomrounﬂus.

>

Mostofusretnrnedto(:ormanaasthemman .
"amuntoremupmntthare.ammmaandalotor
roodatuﬁ‘sforthacmp.' Bomsorthalada‘ personal -
Property, suchaaeoata. uastheretooanduadidn'b want -
,anythingtofanl.ntoenmyhands o '

_ However, the :I.m-ries went on past leenagh and

.apparenuyhaekbymumnontommmmmm
Bandon. Vo heard aftmrds they had one kined and a number
woundeds - '

| o The following day I was sent by Tadg 0'Sullivan vith
%7 7 " -a decpateh to tho Officers of the Crosspound Company; to

‘ Whose_area the canp had been ehanged. 1 zeturned and’
uobilised the Company ana vent to O'Hahom's of Greenhill

- |'.
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| whare the mmbara of the Brignde Column Woere alrea.dy
mobilised,  Hore T sav Tom Barry tor.. the firat:t!,ma. o
Bewaainchargeoftheﬂolm. He séemed to be a Very
nice sprightly young lad and foll in the men very sharply.
" . carfying out all his drdsrs mavaryofﬁcientway. He
: mearevolvarinanolsteronasmnrmhelt outaide _
' nis overccat - I don't think tronch coats had becomo Column .
" year for a ccup:l.e of months attar that. '

McmanymvednththecolmtaSweeneya or |
Coclenagh: - It was Barry's mtention to 1le.in walt there
- in case the Eritish camemttoearryontreprasals after
| the ambush at Heucestm the night bafore ‘I'hey dddn't
.etmas The Column Dilleted in Sweeney's loft fmm about
_ midnight that night and befors daylight next morning we
* .. procured horses and traps as transport to move them én to
‘Crosspound. The Company, slong with gome membare of .the
" Column,; mounted gnard 1h tho vici.n’.ty of Sueeneys &uuns
the night. ¥Wo di4 not ul.thdrav our scauts unt:ll arter
t.he Coluwm had ioved off ror crossmml .’

, Th:ls was Snnday and after Mass at Rmestm a public.
ap'ﬁeal to subseride to the Mil loan. vas mﬁe at the chnpel '
gatos by JeJ» Maddens -~ He was an organiser for the Loan.
Ho had been in tho publichouse in Nowcestown \men tha

'nilitarymm:tthenightofthoamhnsh, mtmnagedto

‘eseapo outthebauk vith S8efn Hades: - - - I_
< - e
The Volunteara conected gubasriptions for tha Loan

- and usued receipts for the amounts given in tho Company
Ry SRR 'area and handed the proeeeda aver to 33+ Maddens



Military Archives Cathal. Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

Dan canty, John' Lordan and nvseu'. as company Officera.
at.tended the tralning camp at Croaapound. e reporteﬁ
~there on a Honday mm-ning. . The camp was run ina very
efficlent way, strict discipli.ne was malntalned, and every- -
thins vent as in & nmilitary darracks., Fords was a big house
and we had dillets and a mess thare for a.bout 35, the total
.:_mmher there. - 8eouts and mtri.ee vere mounted n:.ght and
aay and patrols moved around about a mile radius from the
'.eamp, on the watch for any enemy movement in our directions
Lectures were given at night on dlseiplino, tactics the use
of the ruie-, otce, while in the daytime we were practised. .
. . in close order drill, each of us 4n turn tak!.ng charge of a
_Bectlon to give us praot!.ce in the wrd or command anﬁ in
' hn.ndnngmn. Thentmdsthaendorthaweekmm
tactics, that 1s; opon order drill, advaneing uhn.e ta.king
advantage of caver firing vhile advancing, and bayonet
charges. 0f course, wo didn’t use ammnition but had eiming
pu.'actiée'vith rifles; at@tins. trlgger-press&ns and 8o Ofle
'rom Barry was in complete eharge of the camp and did all the
_mtmtion.. Char:u.e Hurley and Liam Daasy wera thare and
Tadg Sullivan a:.so_. He took chargs of the mt_ehen. |

On Saturday mornl.ng we were moved to ambush .posit.ions '
at Toureen on tho mi.n Cork-Bandon road and waited all day '
_ thers until darke . Ho enamy came SO we mved hack to Rahsen
. * and vere Gemobilised there and returned to our Unit the
L following day after attpndipg Mass togethe,r, Canty, Lordan
" and myself, at Cloughiuv,  We brought our rifles vith us
~“ante the chapel, mich to the astonighment of the congregation.
* Back with the Company, we imparted the instruction ve had
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‘rgceived at the training camp to our own men at ail para&ea-

About the 2;1-:1 Octoher a party of British milieary. _

" dprossed in a nondéseript kind of uay, none in full uniform,

- marched out g'qm' Bandon and carried eut roprisals for the
ambush. - Thoy burmed tho publichouse in Newcestown which
‘they had raided that night; and the publican's private
dwolling house also.  Theéy attempted to burn Lordan's house
at Coolemagh and burnt thé hay and strav belonging to B

. Corecpanss It looked as if ‘they had had some infornation

u about us being at bot.h houses the night of the amlmsh

~Four éf us who weren's sta;ring at home were called
. .. from our billets by Nurse Lordan but when we arrived at her
| " house the British had gone and the fire had been extinguished
before it d:td mich damages '

Threa of the Fowcestown Company took part in the ambush
of British mutary at Toureen in Octoders ! .

. Dan Halah, our 2nd Lteutenant, haﬂ 'I:o return hcme to
E waterford now and his appomtment was taken war by John
. 9'Callaghan of Laravoultigs '
On Ogtober 313t the whole Company paraded at tho
funaral of Volunteer O'Erien of Kilbrit.tain to Hnrragh
Cémetery. Our Company provided scouts around tho cemetery
8o that the firing party,; &ravn frem the Kilbrittein Conpany,
would not be surprised that aai.

_ John Lordan and Dinny O'Brien rrom o Company took
' part in the Kiimichael amhush on 28th ﬂovember
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Abont 30 or us ﬁravn fron au over the :I.at Battanon )
area, under Charlie ﬂurley and Lian Deasy (mcluding nine

* from the Newcostown Company), wnited all day on 29th

Hovember at c:l.aahinamud, about midway détween Kin.eaﬁy and -
Kilpatrick, but no enemy came our way. Ve were. there

- @again on the 2nd December and coming on to d'ark"tm lorries of

police and mx.utary approashed our posit:lon at a vary fast
pace. We oponad fire on them a.nd they réplied but didn't
stop, so we 4idn't xnow if we mflieted any casualties on

them, ¥e had no 4ne hit.

Aftor tho ambush at Gagg!.n on 8th December, the Brigade

 Column, under Charlie Hurley, moved to Callaghans of
" Laravounltig that night. _ This was in our Company. area and

vwe provided scouts ang armad sentries until the column muved
on the fouowing evaning to Greanh:l.n, where wo again

" provided seouts and sentries:  The day .aft.ar tho camﬁ wont
on to t:m'coppeen Compaty ai-e'a. L '

. On the Mtk December Chariie. hurley tonk a party of us

. to Ballineen Station for the purposa of raiding the mails on
. 'the evening train out from Cork. . e went prepared to attack

any mnltary on board - they used ths train quite a I.ot -

’ ",but there were none. Charlie Burley and two men boarded the
" train and toak out the mailhags, which were brought avay to
- Laravuultig for axamination. Atter Brigade E«Qe doalt v!.th :

tham wve returned them complete to Enniskean Post Office the
following mning We often held up postmn and acrutiniaed

o the contents of their bags for any susp:lc:loua 1etters.
Personauy, I never came acroaa any.-
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| 'BQi‘or_e Christmas the Column mﬁé@ into the cmaw
1_areaagalnandwegotan theiramsanﬂput-thammdumrs
to take charge of them while the members of the Golumn vere
' ‘demobbed by the Christmas period. We had two fmall dnmps
" constructed from olad creamery emmis mbedded in tho sides
_ - of ditchos. It was rostly ahot—guns o kept tn there. I
T I-mde a specially mge drimp ont. of a vig galvanised watey |
g - tank qug into the slops of a rising fleld and offectively
. '_gpver?d, It was capable of holding ﬁtty rmes ana .
bandoliers of mmition. ~ Rone of the dumps in our (:ompany
_areay na!.ther these three or others made for the ho:.d!.ns of .
. uP own Company arms, were ever discovered. -

' On the remobinsation of the Brigade Column at Quarry’
Cross on the 20th Jarmary. 1921, I procecded there with othor
members of the Company. 8ix of us Joined the Col.m, o

" ail nad rifles with 50 rounds of smmnition per man, most of
us - had revolvers and each of us carried a bombs. On the

. f£6llowing day, about 3 o'clock in the evening, the miltary

~ were ralding tho district and word came to us to mobilise at
@& pre-arrangad place. Ve took up positims but the mlitary
3 _c:l.dn't coue qn:.te as far as vhere we vere. |

In thoir raJ.da that dny tho British took our Company
Adjutant and a Volunteer belonging to the Company

L That night the Column, 1ricluding ve a1z, billetea in
r;wg or six houges in my Company ares, in the tmmlqnﬂ of
. Farranthomas. During the night the Newcestown Company was
‘mobilised in another part of the Company ares equipped with
~ saws and cFosscuts and axes for the purpose of eutting trees
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. . | -and hlock:l.ng roaaa preparatory toa Conlm opera.tion.

- . The- Column med u:to amhmh positions the follou!ng
. '_ '_ morning at Hawbas on tho main road hotwaen Banaon and
. "f.‘Enniskean. . Tom Barry was.in eharge of the cumnn hore.
A tho ‘regular Colum by this timo vore trench eoata. " Fo
e miutm turned wpat uawbeg. | T

Two nights ba!oro thia uhen Bury aml John Lordan

went to Anspect the embush posltion they found a Suspicicus
£ charactar on the side of the road. Bo apparently took them
| for British military and made 1t obvious ho vas & friend,
They took him nrisonar and after interrogation diseovered he
_.‘wasaspy- He was gimnatrial, roundgnutyandm
L -'-"emcnted tho next morn:.ng : m.a name was 0*Duyer of

: 'Castletm Konne:l.gh and ho vas an ea-Br.ttish somar.

Heagainbiueteammnmesmmanyaream

e four or five housss betweer Scrahan and Mallowgatton. At
o dewbreak va moved into antush positions’at Laragh on the

7 read bemen Hewcestaun and Bandon,

" A8'X an'aady stated, the 6py had been execut:ed and
' was lying on the rosd a ‘ahort distanco away from us at
' Parnalough Cross Hloads and we expacted the military vould
cone out to remove the bndr Comit, Barry hegd, maae sure
- that theyvaremaaametmtmemmaeadontneroau.
. They: didn't come, howavar, mtu scma tj.ma a.t‘her - Wo had
. imert thoposition.
wamntfurmteatonveorathonaeaintho




| town:l.and of K:luowen, Darrycool and T\ﬂ.lyg'.lass. i"Inl"i'.‘lm'- ‘
meantime Brigade 8taf? Orﬁcers Mterrogated S0mO hosti:l.e
.'paople in tha locality uho took us to be Britiah military
After mterrogation two werse' released and the othar was-
- =emcuteﬁ after being duly tried and found guilty.  His

. body was left on the road ui_th a label an his coa’lt_; 'Spias
"and Informers Beware‘- * Bradfield of Carlma was the mon

" and ho vas o fammer. . Hts house.was burnod some time after.
The two suspects relaased were named |

| . For two days and t\ro nighta the whole Bewcesto\m
: CQmpany had been mobilisad and standing to ot var:lous pointa,
jready to block roads and approaehes and prevant the enemy
-‘aurpusms the Colwm. Just at nightfall the Colum erossed
. Saxter's Br:l.dga to the West of Bandon and over the Banaon '
river to the Bonth to h.tnets at Cashelo

He remained ‘4n these billets until the fonoving
evening and then va moved in. for the attack on Bandon -
- Military Darracks, on ths Mx!.naries' post in the Davonahn'a
. :Ams Hote]. x-ight oppos:l.te and on the R.I.c. Bnrracks 1n South
‘Main Strect, garridoned by both rogular n.:.c. and Black and
Tana.. ;
Comdt. Barry was in charge of hilf the Colum on-the’
South side of the town and .Comdt; Burley was in éhargéi of
_‘the other haJ.r on the Horth s!.de. 'I was with the half- L
* Colwm under Comdts Hurley. .‘ oy

Ha‘had brought a m:.ne with us and t.he mtention m

e

| 1SY5Y08 Ud 9 UNANG SSulWiIEY SHE BYBNIE [EYIED SEAMYDIY AteNI




Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph"-8046;457

to place it agaxnst the Barracks gata, blw in the gate
| 'anﬂthan stomthoBarraalns. Haueve:, uhenwegot within .
' .sight of the butlding we’ found there were soarehnghta '
‘ playing ori the square in front and sentries outside the '_
gate, not to mention b&rbed wire antanslenants all rouml .
, the bm.lding for about 3¢ yards out. He sent the mine :
" back and walted for any sound of an opening attack by the
Southern half of the Ct)lumn doun in tho town, There msn‘t
‘a sound and a!‘ter a uhue, on -tae comand, \m Oponed ﬁre
at 100 yards on the Barracks. At the seme time ﬁre m :
opened on tha Auxiliariea in tiua hotel by some sections
which had muvad aeross tha stroat 4nto houses opposite.
. A tremendousﬁrewas keptuprorabouthalfanhmrby
. both stdess . The British machine guas were brought into
' action and avept the square that we were ﬁrm acrosde. -
o nventuany wve got orders to rat!.re, ag nolses were heard _
-_ from within the Barracks as 1if then' amonrea car \raa abouﬁ
Lo come out, '

The soction T wa with, under’ Conifite. Sefin Lehana;

had graat difficulty getting away as wa had - to cross tho

Dunmanway #6ad where 1t.caus on to the :squsre end 1t was

-swaptbymnhmamfmrrmboththaBuracks and the

hotel,. We lost one man, Roiuy by nnme, uhether on the
roadvay or in a fiold we got into, to fall back on the -

. Convent as vas tho order. Ve had some .protecticn behind
a lov bank which ran up the field; Howaver, it suddenly
'atoype&"halﬁm'y up and then we had to «ross the open field.

_underheavymchinegunﬂreandinthenghtd'the ‘
searchlights till we reached the next fance, It may ‘have
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O S
. ‘,mthanemwatnoimmunoa.

. Aemﬂngmomheptnpasvereuredbyambu

’--_ofusagainotthanarracks. Thamtrencawegotboms .
.amnandthismmghupandwermmmeBmaeksso .
"mammaeetsmmthemnmmpcupmetomf
extent or IOromds eachmupontha enomy posif.ion.

Ha got oa.'ders then to retn'e back to tho COnvent t:lold
_whero vo met soma of t.he ‘S8ections which Imd Operated aga:lnst
the Auxiliaries, They had ret!.red up Convant Hili. The
half-cummfomeanyandmednmfrmtha%mnt
into tha country. Aawwedoﬁ‘waadoptedextendedorder
. formation along the road, overy man about four paces apart |
__andkeepmgtothehrowortheroad mevadhackto
bmets in the Crosspuund cmpamr area that ns.ght.

We rematned in b;nat_s 1n thts area, nob very far avay
~ from sach Gther; unti} theha].f-colm under Comdt. Barry -
reaoined ua some days lator. They had been comparauvals
~ inactive, aafaraswaeonldgather, onthanightoftha -
. attack and had no easual.ty. '

e rminea betwaan the Kﬂ.patrick and the croaapound |
Canpany areas for some days untn. tovards the end of J‘anuary.‘
thore wag an attempt made to eaptnra Inniahannon n.:.c. _

-Barraeks, - Half the Colwin was to at;t.a.ck the Barracks nroper
vhile the half’ under Comdt. Charlie Hm-ley. and in vhich I
vasd, rem:neaatnrimtohommnanmmroadin
.. ‘eage the British camo out that vny and . to cover the reti.remnt
" of Barry's halfColmmn up 1n that aumzon. thetr natural
- nne of retreat.
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\ wemammmteneaandthoyardofthemae
'.cmeocmledbythemfmse&nnea:yﬁash.whowas ,
° aneged to hava the habdbit ot henging the Papists from a

: spec.’sa:l. trea 1n bis srounds. B ‘

-

‘ He w!.tharew trom our posit:l.on uhon the ha).f-caumn

'came onrrommnm:anmn. tmeronothinghadhappensd,and
_ ueallmadoffagainanﬂmtobimmmtheCrosspmmﬂ
. A_'."companyaraa. I R T

Tmcmmwmm in this vayr  First, two
man, ‘then the Mvanea Guard, rouguy about 20 men, 100 yards
'behind the Ieaﬂ:lns tw, then about 150 yards behind the
l..:'MVanceﬂnardcamtheHﬁnBody, batuaenhOnnd&strong.
andanotherlOOmdsbomnd, thanmﬁunrd,aboutzﬂmn. _
The amnnition, genarauycarrm byhorse and trap, usually
travelled either d;lreetly in’ rront or airectly behs.nd the . 3
_ Main Body. Smoking on the march at night vas stncuy '
. forbidden, bntonamsmrehthscol\mwuld fall out
" Aysng aga&nst the atteh msuy, and thef have & smoko as
" well as a rast. Sentr;las uould be mounted durins theso
.., Test perlodstnadvanceandintharaarandonthananks,_
. .._"'baing uithﬂrmuhanthemrchmrosmﬂ '

Two dm latar “the very same operatlon vas att.mpted .

'onmnisbannonaarraem ImaatBr!.nnyagain ',qm_. -

| 'shots were fired at the Derracks and wvere replied to, but .
o A."theremnotthaexpeeteerMt. _meadbackintotﬁe-

. coutry again to billets; tovards the Rearour direction. .
L -‘}_.'Hestayedaroumthatareaforacoupleordays the -
o '_ Ccmmn then moved back 1nto the ﬂawcestom Campany area-' .
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" It was now tho month of Febmry

. r-_]L

)

There was a change of Orﬁcers in our Company again.

iDan.‘Le]. Ga‘.'.vin was appo:l.ntad Quartermaater. " He had dmps
made on his farm for the keeping of arns. anﬂ ammnition.

At this t.ime an ordsr Game ,th’rough Ba,ttanon Hoade.

Ny quarters from Brigado that we were to blotk every road and -
. lone in the Company aréa to prevent the. British movdng

froaly aroumi and surpri.eing tha Volunteers. Thoy bhad . been

‘abletomoveahoutuptonwinmriesormoured caraand
“eould earry out nghtnins raids on an area, hold!.ng up avery
‘man as a auspacted iramber of the IeReA. " We carried out

thaordarverythorougmy, taldngawaektodotheaob.

He aleo had to ha:l.p weakaar companj.es than ourselvea.'.,‘
affording protectien vhils they trenched or blocked roads, -

‘Mo 4id this for Laragh, Enniskeen, Castistown Rennelgh and .
Klmupray (1st Brisade araa).

From 1920 on vo . had arrangemants, uh:l.eh vo acted npon

 geveral times, for the Cmnpany vhen engased on thﬂ.a

protection duty to fau baok for greater sacur:l.ty to Joo _

_ Bunivans ot' Gnrranreigh. 'rhis was also in the 1at Brigade '
- - area, about three miles from Kilmxrra.y. ’.l'h:la was a very '

gooa Rouse and the son,s were in the. \Tozunteera. "It was to

: hera t.hat tha column camo after crossbarry and binetad at
Su:l.uvans and other houses in the tom.land

. About the I0th February a party or t.en of the

* Nowecestown Company, under John Lordan, took up poan:aon in
" thie night time along the wall previcusly _maptiox_aed down from

R
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tho Comrant and opanad fire on the H:lntary Barracks an
_ Bandon. Ve fired about 15 rounds pér man a% ‘the Barracks B
“and they returned th fire, ua came back agatn tnto our
_Companyarea.__. - o ._ S

Imkmmlvemenorthacompanyfortmnptm )
._,'u'a&n ambuah Wo cama t.o 'l'om Keueher's house at Cross-
pound and after seaing camﬂt. Hur:ley thare ha co.'!.d 18 to go
| back as there waren't poa:lt:.ons thare ror so many mene E
- The ambush was carried out ._t!‘.l'@h_ very badr_asults‘;‘or tho '_
Volunteerss  They lost three men killed, some -men, -
" including Charlie Hur].ey, wunded, and at mast one man
captured. . ' '

" Ag ar cmmterblast to tho Br!.ti.ah oleari.ng road blocks,
ve in ﬂxe Hmast.oun Company vare kept tmsy, both in our mm
ares. and hel.ping in cthera, cont:\.nuing the. blocking and
trench!.ng ‘of roads to obahmct enm tranaport mvements as
. much as posaibla. ' '

Vhile ongaged on this work cme nighég vith 'th‘o bole -
., Company out, divided into four Sestions, Captain Canty being
| ~ 'in charge of one, X mw.ng another, a Volunteer had the third ‘
: =and the Quarter:ﬂstar in charge of. the fcmrth. Canty uithdrew :
- hia Saction before the work was- compzet.e. , ﬂ!.a amed Boct:lon.
a8 well as tha man mking, all wit.hﬂrew back to No. 3 Section
|- workigg et Perranthomas. ~ Jobn Lordan, the Battalion Vice
| comanﬂant. camg al.ong to mapeot the mrk ana found canty
- . . and his Becticn missing. He actually ctimo along to me to
- get sm of my men to ﬁniah vhat Ganty had :l,ott undona.
- My partionlar aob wag a big one and I eould.n't spare any man.
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.;a--,ss .
- .'_I was cuttingabig treneh atBamfonah. !
I heard subsequentxy thac Lorda.n reported the. mat.ter
Lo Brigada at the Column himta at Greenhin. Anyuay,

88 a resm:lt, Canty was reduced to t.he ranks and I was
'promted to be 0.0, Nowcestown Cémpany 4n his place. ' - John
Cauaghan was made 1lst Lisutenant and Jack COreoran was made
2nd . Liautenant, with Dan Galvin still (uartermaster. ﬁm

. Allen had beeome Cmnpm Ad.‘jutant som time prev&ously when
| . Patrick O'Mamny vas meated.

. .a.bont the firat waek m Harch, fonoul.ng on ny
' 'prumuon, I vas ordered to roport to Joe Sulls.vans at

. LT Gurranreish vhere Chariie Burley was ocnvaleseins after
IR ;beinsummdedlnthaﬂptonuainamhushabouttheléth _
e February. I ‘reported thera and was with hinm for, about tén:

- ‘_dnys as his badmard o was, of caurse, stul o.c. Brigade,
‘ He used be visited rrequently by Br:l.gada and 191: Battalion
' Btaff Officers.

_ Roughly ablmt theIOthHarethroughtcmne Burley
by pony and trap into Kewceatown Company area to Lordans of
- Coolenagh. That was the last T saw ot_‘ Charlde Bur;l.ay w_hen
I loft him at Lordans until I took him out of a basketosbatk -
. .trap desd at Harold's gate at Crossbarry on-the 19th March,
. 1920e | . C coe - 5

The Baturday night previans to Crosaharry va took the .
| ‘rifles, anmmition and vhatever equipment we had in the bAg
.+ <qup I had constructed and in the dump onnnn Galvin's land

and trought ‘them, the vhole Coupony nlarching 1n extended .
-ordor. with scouts, advance and réay guards, to Balteenmack
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neay Dummmy tmoro the colmm was mobinsed. Here wo
hanaedwerauthnmmenttothecolm. Just.retainina

“a féw rifles for our oun proeeouon on the z-etum 3om-nay. '
._wemvedbackintothecmwmaagamandontha _
. following Monday n:lght nine Gf us rejoined tho. colm at

Balteenbrack

- ..‘fb.

Somtimprmtha,meraycompanyinthe,

lst PBrigade area asked \m to he].p them with the mterrogatidn
- of a spy they bhad aaught.  Thig vas done and the spy, after’
.trial; was exotuted. ‘The usual iabel was put on ‘his chest
' anﬂhamloﬁmthéavanua J.aadingtoMshnuse. 'He was
‘a £amer named Cotter and lived at Cmaolouah |

TomBarrymmcharsooftmcommchmnowat'

'Eurlayaotnramreigh. ﬂaordaredmtotakaeightmanﬂ ‘

gotothevulagesotaalnnnanandﬂunumandarrest _

" thoge shopkaapera and publicans who haa hean appointea by
- the Britigh as civil guards, responeible ror repwting I-B.A;
‘movements and also for gatting togethar gangs of men to nn

mmmgmdemmmmaistrhtmmm

: vinagos. We secured four or thaae wwilling guardia.ns of

lav and ordar, tho £1f£th was missing: ' vintney;
| 4 vintner, ) vintaep; all of Ballineen,
with shopkeepar, of Enniskean.  The fifth

man, - . shopkeoper, of Bamnean vas not at home

whon we called. We also arFested

o o ' We also! got a

Volunteer.in Ballineen to take . sary put it 1n
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a8 sare place out of reacn and di.smanue u. |
i
we hrousht theaa men aiong and handsd them over to.-
Comats Bmy at Lisnagalth. . -They,me all tricd and ﬂned :
| £100 gach, - The wag opdered out of the. c'dhr;ti-r and
ha wint, ' B ' ' ' |

Tho CO:I.m mmed on to tha crosspound cmpany area aml
T o sm Patrick's Day in the morning ¥s moved 1nte ambush

L po.sit:lona at Shippoolo " Ve resained there all day lmt

* nothtng turmednp | ' '

- My taeth vere pain:l.ng me tarribly at this time and t'.ha
.evening after I progured a horso and trap ami vith 1ts owney
. {a Voluntesr) and his aistar Ve drove 1nto Kinsale and there
" T got the offending tooth pulleds When I got back the -
" Column had alieady started for Crosabarry and I overtook 1t
at. the Upton Industrial Hchool. Around Crosabarry we went
- 1nto bﬂlets. ‘ ' '

. Hemobﬂisedintha mommg,mlmnaren.anem ,
. up positions while it vas still dark. I vas 1n, Denis

" Loydan's secti.on at the tima, Just Bast of the mss eaun:l.ng N
~ aown from Balighandie, 'The next thing I was called out by h
- Bagry and Deasy end Tadg 0'Sullivan, - They were on ‘the road;

Ve vare :Lns.‘.de the fame aftar tak.lng up our pos!.uon. They .
, _ordered me to proceed to Mphrey Fomle's hrmse uhere they
" told me Charise Burley was énd o stay with h!.m- J' {
. proeeedad to earry out the ordar. brinss.ng vithmo a short

Hebley. Bar.ry havins takan over. ny rifle and amuns.tion barore
jI lef‘l:h:l.montharoad '
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' When I was within about 100 yards of Forde's house I
mddmlygottheoﬁertohaltanﬂmtnpwhanda. Ismr
tho mu:ltary lying inside tho fance with their guns trained
-On B0 'mamtthing.lgotthenrdartpemﬂm;detha_
fence.  The old overcoat I was wearing hsd a hold in the -
pocket and as I was elimbing over the Gitch through a lot
of mshes and briars I managed to 6lp tho revelver through
the hole in the pockst and down to the ground botween the
briars.  The only Shing I had fn uy possession was a Soreh
I Bad taken frem Dp. Crowley when I arrestod him.

Im:emhadafborbe!nstakenmmrtheditohand
thoy found the toreh. Theyaslﬂsdmmymmanﬁl:tom
. them 4t vas Willlan Desmond but gave my address as Balline
tubbar Thsyaskedmvheralwasgomgatthathonror
thamﬂnganaIMIm_gomgwwungformsumm
~ 24ved at Crowhill near Upton.

After some time the military and myself proceeded down
to Forde's house across the fields. Hore I met Major
Poroival for the firgt time.  Ho came up ocross the flelds
from Forde's house. The soldiers who had taken o 4idn't
bolong to his regiment, the Egsex. ' They vere belonging to
the Hampshire Regiment, atationed in Cork at the timg,

Just about this time I noticed the hay and a;traw at.
.- Fordes was ablaze. Hemvedbacktwardsthe‘raé'dagau.
Wr?ucimhadmatimwmmmammmmm
- ' -G34. . Igmh&mthesamanmrs. Hawaaaeanmiom
| locking man and moved vith an easy gait. I noticed,
~ incidentally, that's mmber of tho soldiers had bags ar




Military Archives Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmines Dublin 6 Ph 8046457

eacking twistadahuut theirboots. . B

_ b:henmgottotheronﬂtharemahack—to—baekmp
hsldbytwocivinmqndtnit,nththehaadmtherear.
tho body of a man was stretohied; dead, as I guessed, ‘He
. was dressed only in pants and shirt and was barefooted. T
~ was ordered to gt botween the.shafts of the car and with the
-otbertwomtomnthetrapnmtheroaﬂ. ' When!got
thechance!u!naperaaeothamatmaideofmemwas
themdeadmthetmp. Themmmmdian'tm
 Ho 41dn't knov mé either, spparentlys After s uhils, vhen I. -
sotthaolme.lasmthomnatthaothetrsmeanﬁm
answaruasthesame.". Ifmmﬁmtafterwardsthatoneof B
these menm lﬁmphrey Forde lnmsol.t but he m't givins a
R . atransew any. mfmtion.

About this tim m, Juat as it was hﬂght, the ﬂri.ng
started at Grosa‘harry T heard Pareival give the order
. "Come ony Kinsalamty' mlmtomeonwiththem
The other tmmonmlerthaltad withtha trap. Anold
m,mldidn‘tmatthotm,muHMnEattheback
. _of the trap. I haard afteruards he wag Rmphrey ?ord.e's
:_t'athar. .

Wegotinoverthefeneeagainandmmdoninm
- direction of Crossbarey. . I saw miutary eom:!.ng from avery

) diraotion. - I was taken. a:l.ong through a lana and the Officer .

mehargemmmspartymmxmdhmsimgm
~ number of yards -~ @O-atmwtommir si.ghts. - Be
. ‘gave the order ‘Five rounds rapid’ and they fired.  Fire

" was feturned by megibors of - tha co:l.m and uhen that happened

_-the Brit!.ah MQ mo stand uwp on tho di.tcb, 'ao that lu.s own
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aomand=508 WAl shoot him now! . . They also said “xr_ any
tourfsncwsmshotmm\nlattoexpeet' '.Ehey\
got very angry about. th:l.s tima and atarued elubbing me wlth

- the tutts of the riflcs and beauns ne armmd, waile I vas

s
l

':-still onthatop of the diteh. Bmoftheother soldiers
.'-mmreradammdlmthauprimanﬂthay prevented
: anyfurtherbaatinsatumtum RERIRE
mmtmmmemmmnotaomtw:
'mmmmm@asmmmaumumof
| croaamm,xmxnggimamormmtomw. As we
L were croasing the streanm 1 stmbled and let the boa: of bnmbs
,'ax-op into the water. xnear:,ymstwnre overthia.
'--'rnaybeatmeamnmmu. Wed:dn'tadvancemoh
further,- !hebamorbmbsmamfrmmaannmmtma
‘-.backtomrothatraphadheenleﬂ P ,

oo Inthemeant!.ne. Per&ivalandhismpartyhadgone
s ontmrdncmaburymerommshadsmmnadoﬁmept
- for a shot now'and them. . i. . . ]
ImnﬁogetmmmmaﬂaofthauLpagm
'&ﬂdu&ththﬂtﬂﬂthﬂtunﬂdth&ﬂ.du&hﬂ&lkiﬂgbehindlmk
mdepnnitdmtotheactmlseenaortheamm "It was
a sight I von't easily forgot. There were somiera dead and
vounded :lyl.ng an mr the road bemeen Beaa‘.l.eys anﬂ Barolda.
rhere was e lorry wvhich had apparantly ™un up asainab the
S ranceatterthvaermshotandaaomerst:l.llanveana'
- - ,_-,wammmmcmmmmzmrmcaumby
| . Harolda._!‘urthsrdmtheroaﬂanothermrymonﬁre
'At this tims I sev no  sien of 1:R.A. camlties, only mil.ttary

¢
e
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| E I expeeted the wnole column to have béen wipeﬂ out but thsro

o waan't a sign of 'ong of thm. ' '

-x‘*r. vais then ve were ordefed to take the body Gut of
the trap and whon I realigsd who vas there I naar:l.y ﬂroppad
- dead mysen‘. ] got t.he greateat shock I ever got, T think,
Awhen 1 gav it vas Charlie Hurley.  We were ordered to bring -
., bim 15 and lay him down in the yard beside some of the dead
| -aoldiera. - We then couected the wounded British and carried
A-them into Beas!.ey'a and Harold's houses, whsra thoy ware -
~ attended to by soldiers and by some ot the women or those -
"ramiues. " We also had to shift the lorry and take the
_ .- vounded man cut from vhers he was pinioned between it and the
. - fenece.,  Then we had to colleot the dead somera, 18 of
| ,‘them,ahﬂwamidthmamebysidamﬂaromwym He
| ’_.,were getting kiekad and baaten 411 the time by the m.tntary

.. . ' ‘J.'here vere altogether 8ix pr:l.sonera, mcluding the 01d .
pan and nwseu‘. . 'We vere kept under close observation with |
_,agnardwarusinoneofthefamyards Acoupleofthe
priaoners ware brought off down the road. 11'. was auesed, to
" 14£% one of the mires sot there by tho I.R.A. I was not talwen
-oat ror this aob. : After a couple of hours Maaor Poroival
appeared and ve vare all put throush an mterrogation by him.
'neaakedmeamzknowenmmgorthamwnnmaboanshot
- _ avay orf at the farmhouse, This wvag Char:l.:la Hurley tut I.
. “dented 411 knowledge of hMn. . Some juntor Officer remarked
. upon uy breeches and legétngs, m, 'Tis fellow looks 1ike
.aso-and-so%mandant. S L S

Hy queattoners tr:lea to make out I was one of the I.R.&-‘
and that 1 knew all about the praparauons for tho amhuah |
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" 1 was threstened with all gorts of penalties but contimed
_ 'to express ny ignorance of the vﬁ:ole thing. - It 'en&éd and
- - we were broughtoutontheroadandherel sawthree bodles
1lying. They looked as 1f they had- “Just been. dragged along
the ground, covered with dust and muck and blood: I falled
73 recognise any of them tut guaased they were I.R.A. '
casualties in the £ight,.

The old man, Humphrey Forde's father, was roleased | _

. there and then.  Two of us had to 1ift tho desd Volunteors -
into one of the lorries. W had to bring out Charlie
Hurlayabodyandputitintnasamalmry Then\reg thé '

prisonerd, wara diatributed. all wer the mrrieu. There
- ' were fourtéen lorries sil-told., . z mysou’ was’ mad.a got into
' the lorry that had the four dead bodies. Thore _,uas‘a party
' of military in 1t too. = The vhole convoy then set off for,
' Bandon, arriving at the mutary barracks there sbout four
'clock in the evaning S '

o Inclmnng wself, there wore fourt.aen of- the Revcestown -
company with the Colum at Crossbarry. That mornlng, ona .
-+ of the company (mcludea in that mmber) vas: taknn prisoner
by the Bpitish at KS.Ipatrick and. brought alons in one of the:l.r
'.ms.es. _ When the firing started at Crogsbarry he managed
: to escapo fram hJ.s cnptorrs and Join the column whna the ﬁght :
. wag on. ' Be helped to CArry. aWay @ ma.chine gun captured from
o tl-;e'B‘ritish. - He was lucky. I was not so lucky. nygelf, -
o . A9 & matter of interest,.ths cheltm Company fuinished the
biggest numbar of men present vith tho Co].nmn at crossbarry

-thatdayfromanyonaCompanyout ofanthaBattanonatn
- . Coplke IIT Brigade. '
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_ 3 Itia,ofcmsa;amatterofhiahorymthatthe .
_ ﬁght at. Crossbarry, Mch, though it started as an ambush,
‘developed into'a regular pitehed battle,. m the oho whish -
standsoutﬁmanothersmmthoseyaarsaabemme '
‘ action in uhhh the’ diggest forces vere eéngaged on both
. sides, the Eritish, howovér, being immensely superior m o
strensth, not to mention armamnt, to thoir opponents. 'I’he
West Cork Column jmbered 11%; the ensmy eight bs mmbered .
in thousands, commg from Bandon, Bamncomg, Gork. Rinsale
' and Macroom, and having the advantage of modern motor transport
.',mmstmmmto-rthemandmmmmrew.
.. IRiAe, should they have been $o @isposed. 'Im'a‘!bpay'a |
. " tribute to Cimab. Barry, the Colwn leader, for, apart fram
| "~ his handling of the action that day succoeding in gotting
" the Column avay safely from a position that vas practieany
surrmmded by an mruhammg force. - ' '

L Wa, the ieas rm'tunato onosy. tcnnd ourselves in Bandon .
" n tho hands of the enemy. . On the way in in the lorry I
. vas boaten vith the butts of Fifles and threatensdwith @
-naetyenduthemmwattackalongthoroad.-whentha
~ lorry stopped on tie bau-ack square the four dead Volunteers
_ 'weroaustmmmtontothem . X was kicked out
; " after tham and fenonthe hotu.ea. ALl the soidiers atanding
_.'armmamaandmseaatm.  With the other prisoners I -
-_vasordmdmtomorﬂnemwenwtumchmhanﬂed
apanandtoldtoslgnwmeinahook,thesameasthe'
- ~ othars had does I vas just about to do so when I received
o B ablwacrossthobridgeofuwnosoﬁmamlverhsmw
" a soldder. nymooanpnrteaannspattueaanom-mboon.
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. This was i;egarded as particularly nasty eanaﬁee oin; my parts -
_the pen was snatehed from me, I was th¥own out of the room
. and kicksd into & cell.’ A11 the prisoners were togethss
'An the oné cell and all showing signs of 1lltreatment.
. Bugphrey Forde had a very dad black eye.

‘ ;Afcér somn time thedoor vas opened, we wore kicked
" out on to the square, 1ined up and queationod again, Then
we were Id.ckaa back into the cen asatl.n. Every ti.me we-
 were told to do anything, it vas accompanted by kloks or by
blows of rifles, I vas brought out again and brought . .
., upstairs to an orﬁce and there questioned 311 over again by
Parcs.va:l., while other Orficara lookéd én. _ 1 vas ‘asked all
.  abiout Crossharry, but particularly who vas the man shot in
the farmhouse. I denied any knowledgoe of his dentity or
_'.’mdeed of mowing anytlung béfore‘hand of the events ‘Of"tha
day.  Everything that was said was written Gown by Percival.
1 was orde®éd back to the ¢oll sgain. ".l'ake him - away', m
- what he said to the HeCeOo 4in charge of my eacort- '

_ On my way back to the cell this time I noticed that

"therewas a machine gun mounted vith thamzale ‘poAnting _
tovards the cell door and a gun crew manning it. My attentien.
vas drawn to 1t m 20 uncertain manner by tha escort. as ve
passaﬂ it by.

Later on ve were gi.ven tea a.nd hard biscuits, but, uhilo
. I drank tho tea, the’ biseu:lts vore bayond - me. part:ly on
. account of the visit to the dentist the day befors and partiy
on aceoune of the sorcness of my face from. the b:lmr of tho -
" revolver across the nosé. There was strav 1n the cel and -
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vwé wvere tom to ne déwvne In faot, WO vere tom, before
the door was 1ocked. nnt ‘to try to escape §

Dumsahanhardlsmuhmthodoorwaﬂopenedand
1n tmrst a gang of Auxiliaries furiously drunk Weo were
. .sworn at vnaly by them, kiekea about as we 1ay on thea straw,
'thenmaﬂo etanaupendkichedoutontom square. !ele were
_ .questioned by tho Auxilfaries in s silly, -drunkén: fashion and
:baaten around the aquare. Then.the soldiers took us over
- again and Kicked u3 in once more to our cell.. - |

Coming on to about ten that night ve meived visit
‘£rom another bunch of Auxiiiaties.  They were drunk tooe
- . .Theykickedusahmtheﬂ.oorandthreateneduswiththeir '
T gans Thsydepartodanﬂvemehftalmtmmmmg o
At least ve were no® noleated but a Sarseant and sevaral.
sold:t.ers pa:l.d us v:‘l.aits on a number of oacasions during the -
nightasittomakemothatnmotushaﬂascaped. '

. During the night, too, I found mysoif almost, choking
_xamxemthastarttormummmnwmgamm
mymsahadmnintowmﬂ;qndhlocbadwthrmt, sothat.
-1 got a peal choking sensation, Itmw:lth d!.ﬁ'iculty that
I e¢leared ny throat and tr:led then to gat some reat, unoasy
‘a5 4t vas v:lthmybattared nose and beaten bodys |

_ Itmtnthismylpasseﬁwﬂratnightasa _
".prisomofthaBﬂtuh,anditmightmbemtofplacehere,
. to pay my tridute to those pecple who looked aftéer me so well
L " during the period I was on the run and on aetive service, and

mattholrmriakholpedmetoevaﬂemestmthperbaps _

'=aworaeandingtoitthanlgot\menlmavantuauycaptured.
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' They vere hrns’and Longe of Lissurourke., It was all the .
more to the credit of the latter family that there vas a -
brother serving in the R.I.C.; Joe Sullivan of Gurranerei.gh

‘wag another; ome of the very best. At Bat Hurley's of .
Farranthmas and John Eéhily's of Killinear there wvas alwm '
awemwalcom. Tharowareothars,too,toommemnsto '
| mantion, and who pnt all thes.r resources at oy di?posal, food: |
S anﬂsheltormdmmtstomnmofwapproaeh;ngmger.

"I can only state.that I am grateful to them alle -

;hisranndsmeofoneparticulareacapazhaa.'l'
hadhadnawbntthiamstheclosast. Ihndeomehomotn
February, 1921, to do a bit of work on the fax'm and was
oyeningdriusuhenlhmdslmotingclosoathanﬁ , d!.d.n't '

| 'mwuhetnerumamteaatmaormt,butxmtm |
'l.'.'nochaneesand.lsavinsthehorsesatmﬂing,Iranforthn
".smeofthaneldandmtoasmnriver. Iwadedalongan-
thawammmlgotmanoverhangingmuheraltook
sheltey. Icouldhearsomers' voices aurmmdmebut
xstayeammevanathenmvomsmeamy " agter
'abouthalrmhourtmturedtopeepm:mdtharemsa -
'somwmaomsmnmm._LMMsbackm
turned towards mo and I Grew my head in quickly again end
 stayed in iy hiding place for a good while longer, I came
| outuhmmmaclearnndlmﬂaathhatlmndmeap
ﬁ'awaymmmmturemmtmmtmkmmtom.
. ' dono. s AP

) . I might mention that after the soldiers' deparmra ami
‘;wmm:semmymmmgunotmcmmmnm, :
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,‘
Babe Lm and Lona Ccu-coran, untacklad tha horses Whm
. tney saw them trnvelling around the ﬂ.am with the plough
after them, andtookthmtonwhom

'roretmtosanaonnmmryamacks Abmxtsix‘
'c:l.bck in the morning thaprisomrs were ordered 'out to get
avaah Heuerebrmghtmrtothebathroomandwbﬂo
atmuthamofmcmtheamus,aﬂorvaehmmmen,
dryiag surselves with old towal.s that were lying around, wo
woreunednpandacomghmsuddanlyletgooverour
heads,dmchinguamdthoclotheauam.-TMem

. considered groat sport by the soldiers who laughed a lot at

our plight. xnfm,mmrmmxemnumckam '

' Bandonwavantthroughthesamthins

_ After putting on the remainder of our clothes we ware
brought baok to the coll and got our bivakfast, vhich was
‘ ca_mpr.!.sed of tea and tho dog biscults again. . We vere then
detailed, two men at a tims, to draw cosl for varicus parts
of the barrackss ' About 11 o'clock we were paraded and had
our photos talen, apparently by Ensnsh nawspapermen . This
happeneﬂ sovaral times that Snndaya S ; '

Tha four dead Volmteers vere. atm stretchsd on the
barrwksmeandewrytimvemhrmhtmtmmtq
 pass close by then. Indeed, they:ooman.awmi sight.

. Sunday night paused wl.th 1nspection by flashlight from
a party of soldlers, mld.ng sm WO vore sti.n thero, several
tines during the night. And go Monday came vith dur shower-
bath again; ow® hreakfast of tea and dog b:lscuita, our coal
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..fatiguaamladinnerofsomkinﬂofam, theaameaewe
had got t.he previous day.

Ahaut L o‘clock another prisanar and I were taken aut
- and had to ntt tho four dead boas.as and put them on slanting
- . boards aga.tnat the harracka ua:l.l to be photographea.

Soma tl.me arter this we were taken ouf. aga:.n and

‘brought’ outside the barracks gate and made carry in from a’
van drawm up there fonr chaap coffing, just made of vhite
boarda. nailed togothor, and with no mountings or other £inish
to them. ﬂehadthmtopnethefom-dsadbodiesmtham.-
#hile doing this we were quest!.oned again 4f vo lnov them,

- | of courss, we said no. Actually, ﬂth the emeptm of .

: ‘ Charlie Hurley, I didn't knw, oy ammay rpecognisa, three of
them, I mysolf put Oharne Hurlev mto the coffin and I
'd14 it as tenderly as 1 could under tho cirmmstancea. w:lthont.

- draving eny undue attantaon to melr.

' Ve carried the coffins to the vaiting van outside the
 gate and then were brought back to the coll. I gtill aidn't
krow any of my fenw prigoners and I daresay none of them
'knewmo 80 ws all kept our minds to ouraelvas, for there oight
'-easny have been a spy planted among us by t.he Briush. - We
eatd nothing to each other that mattered. |

)

'I‘ueaaay cane withthe eamé programmo for us as on the
‘other tuo mom!.nga. . ‘There appeared ‘to bs umsual activity
. . about IO o'clock. We ware ordered cut on t.ha barrack smmre

R agas.n. driven there vith the usual Kleking. A big mmber of
‘eomns. 18 altogether, wore mounted on trestles. Thoy vere

better Iooking cofﬂ.na than the ones our men wanf. mﬁo. He.
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were 1ined up with soldicrs 11néd up ail around ug. - ua
~ were told'we vere I.R.As soldlcFs and to stand to attention.
o mswem'taoauam't pretend to kmow eny military
' "“'ordersormn Thereuareclergymanthereanﬂthayread
'aburialaervieeanaaangaomema threpresantad
aeveral timsbythomintaryandﬁnmythe coffins vere
-put aon cmsley tanﬁors and driven out of tba barracks gatea'.

- The afternson mmummmzmnmmm
‘aboutso'clocklmtakmwbetore!hjor Perc.tvalam
mmmmmmmmwmzwmm
'thanasaboutmeu Id.eni.eﬂtalnnghimwnesmd,
 ho said, '!oummttrmnaluntubberwmcm:n
_.eitherhxtmaremcm,ﬂmem.. Ualmwan
_ about you. Yon areawmlnant I.B.A.mnanﬂmvinbe
"shot in the morning's - T meid, 'If you shoot.mo, X can't
helpit_:.butmwinbe-mmgan;nnoeantm' ~ Ho eald
%o the B.C:0, vith the éscort, ‘Take him away'. The night

ﬁamedthesmeasthaothmsaudthamingm. .

- Imeeteﬁwtimlmﬂeﬂ,mmhﬂpwneﬂw

theusnalthrententngnbythesom:a. ALl day Hednesdny

-paasedhﬂmsmmmdthntwm&ngmmimsme

_brought. methmmmwmareaandIcoan

o sive them tho tip not to recognise me. Thoy vere roleased
.. later, Astually, thoy woren‘t Volunteers.

| mwmtmmmwreampauaamma
'-domtoﬁandonsmtionandtakenoftbytralntomk..i’here
}wawarewhonbnardtanduaanﬂbrmghtupbovutorm
,mntarynanacm
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‘Just a3 we entered the barracks square wo heard all
the erying from nine of ten women in the barracks, = It
" was only later vo learned that .mse'.w&e,.mmuvaa ':eceiving
thé bodies of the half dozen Voluntears who had becn surprised
- and massacred by tho British at Cloghéen, outside Cork, & |
| day or two before. that, '

© After details of us vere catersd in a book 10 tho
W wo wero ghoved into a cage inside the gates.

' There‘_weré-labmt‘éo prigoners thore before.ts. . 'ﬁe slp'pt in
gilvanised iron huts and hod for.bed and bedding thres boards.
“on low trostles end three bianket._é-. it no paliiassea '

o ~ Thafoodwasmasonablygouaandtherewasmmaim
' ‘lntreatmnt. Hearly overy day sume of us were talmn out
g tor Mterrogation. al.uays with the same result. Hobody Imew
'anythilflg. .
I got.somo treatment for uy swollén gums'at the medieal
* mt by a Red Cross orderly, but no attention for my nose.
I wan selected as & hostage each day. for about three
woeks arxd-washandmszedandthanmountédohalofryg m .
times be!ngthrommto it, and cha:l.nedtoamachmegm
1 hadtom!m the smmwmmmeomsrm&my

Barracm, vith the usval advice that if anything happenad on
theway!uouldbetheﬁrsttobeahot. '

Duringtha tim:.ncork. nearlyeverydaythewisomra
vore lined up ingide -the cage for an identification parade
anﬂofﬁcersanﬁaoldierawuldemalmmmmm

toseoiftheymcogniaeﬂanyonau!wmlghthmtakmmt
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4n 1 I.R.A. activities against tham Ho one was ever picked
"; _aut while I vas thera: .
‘

At t.he enﬂ of three uaeka about %0 of tho prisonera,
Mcluding nyself, wero sh!.fted to Cork Gaol, whare VO ware
‘told, we were to avait tr&a;.. Each ‘of us vas put in a ,
sehar’ata coll haréa ' 'we were allowed mix toge'theé and have -
exeroise and actunlly the conditions were botter than in ‘

' nctoriaaarracks. - 3 : - ) '- L

Onthelst}laythehOofunmabmughtmlorﬂes
tothequayemammtonmaraanamempanas:mam'

7 -+ below. Theahipmweﬂoffandweuarelanﬁedons;;me
R “.Is:l.anﬁ On arrival therawafoundaomannnmml ool tement
.7 . .7 ond then discovered that two prisoners_ had escaped that

¥ .

T vas placed in Eut 16, Block A: We could mix during
thedayandwereauwaﬂmreiaaonthebarracksquare. vhore
vo nsed play football. Ve had our-own organisation to run

- tho camp $nstds tho British 1inos and had our oun Camp
Commandant, Hut Leadera, Orderues. Cooliouse Btaff, etc..

: Yo were al:l.oimd write letters ‘and receive parecels at thia '
timo. Two lotters out per weok wore permj.tted, but, of
course, ‘they were censoréd. Ha also attanded Hass mry
morn:lng 4n tha gymnasium, a priest be:lng stat:l.oned permanently

> on thé Island.

- Cmditions weraransonablygooﬁuntuthe?moeeme k
- about and wo felt we shm:.an't be dotained any J.onger We
L dmanded our release and, of canrse, 4t was ramsed. We



v

' i
Muhtary Archlves Cathal Brugha Bks Rathmmes Dublm 6 Ph 8046 5
{

¢ : N : i

.

B

- 52 -’

dacmed on going on rmngaramz:e The strike mst.eﬁ about

five daya. Baforehand vo were oxaminod by our ‘i:mn doctors,

L _“‘prmonora among ua, and those they considared unﬁ.t to
. undargo the mmgmtrike vere ommpbed _ |

Ordars came 1n from outside to cease the hungeratrike

' beoanse it was considered that the ﬁght vas by n? moans -

ovor.andthatmaftermhanwdealmightbomﬁtto
engaga in active sorvice 5ho:nd the opportunity cono theiy
i

H

| The ordimary prison camp life carried on untn Ogtober

| when the Treaty negotiations seemsd to ba hroa!d.ng down. .

Vo thought that hostinties might, start at, any nment, 80
ve decided to break up the pnson. Hut :I.euaxiearoi vere

i sexeetedwbamzanaxmnwlaaaerornutm. We used
.mnmmmmemmtsnmrwmnmmm
-'_mto the open air in military formtion. The Bx-:lts.oh did

not :lntorfare with us doing this. When lined up o wonld

R bemmmaeheemwannusnom.m. After that

baing dona. wemarchodomminagamanddiomiasod them
w.tth:lnthe!mto. Then wo would go about ordinary camp

ronti.ne. o
' 1
Howva got orders fromonr ownCa.mpComandmt to

.barrieadefromthe midethedoorsofthehntswithhed

t.rostleo, boardg and palliasges piled up againgt oa.oh door

‘and ‘against the vindous too.  Actually, thougncanealms.
L theyworomMgm,aooachintmsmoysoraMgh
.otonobunding

!
Ao
?
i
f
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| wnenmmmmmmmmmmsmm,
| ”rivpinaupthenoorhoqﬁsandnsmgthmasﬁmoodinthe
-, ‘gratess . ‘When 26 ‘British becams awaye of waat. vas going on -
‘ ‘mysmmummmmmm xttmkthem
Laboutanmberoratneymceammwemmomm
" barricades upstairs.  Thoy camo in vith handlesof
‘-entranchingmolsmchthnyusaﬂasclubs Theyemiad
riﬂesanafmdhaymtstoo. Mteratusslewawerem,
~"dr1vanaul:. amnthmtaes!rmthaemns.and!wmherded
“-togetnm-ontheaqm.aboutaooorusantom., our
L . officors ware pickod cut and put under errest and:tamnaway
anotharmtofthebarracka.’ mymeputiinaetenm
’ eon.s. . We were ordares back into owr cells aga:ln L

‘ Heheldacomcﬂormaﬂeramcampataﬁ'm
".-fmﬁmmmmmtfwmmwtm "
starting the opposition in the morning. This we dm.- :We

mr:mamamamnnaomanammamea@ngm
; 'b\mnmgmmshmm ‘

, Thetreopnfomaﬂthairminmagainanﬂwem
'/ marchod out.on:to the square again. Howareanhardeﬂ '
mwmmum,vne:iewnmmmuasa.!_we
barricadeﬁthsdmsanduindmotth&ammmganﬁ
- commenced destroying the'intorior fittings. After some time
_themnmmmmhereeooanduamdnvenmtonto
: 'thabarraeksqmmem.. Hewereuneﬁuptherefor
. -"‘.aboutanmandtheprimrsmmmarmsteﬂﬂmday
S '.heroremeuongutmktous. | liemmmmhedout
".tnmmwmattneymxeathemtanammptmemm

" that Gay,-all the evening and all the night; cut {n ths open.

-
L]
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It rained that night, too, and -géveral prisoners

 falated from the cold and exposure and from'vant of food
lOuerpCmmmMnthadaninteMthhemnMgofthanm =
"mmmmmushcmmgomMagavemmtm
" an undertakig that nb more damage would bs dons to the huts,
" provided we would bo Temovod from Sptke Island with all
’.'posssuespoea Accordingly, wo all returnsd to our buts

anﬁufebecmmml. Asemttmorfaot.eopleased

- "",:mmmmmmmmwmtsmatmmstmz

'---mgotmgomghaektommtsmmhaatmmrhaﬂon

- Spike Island and vas served to us by British Orderlles under
'.tnehemole::tmormcmnmgm |

Mtthﬂﬂthat\ﬁn-neaninggenﬂmnknowthatm'”

hadanultarmmuvainmmamehangaofmt. Cut
B Mthematamofushadnotieaathatﬂmmwaaapoasib].e"
' _mofesommtortnocmmmﬂatthebackofmmts

1nto mamt. . From thore wo emsidmﬂ 11: mi.ght be quite
easytogetmmtsmtmnmormtrmsanddmto
tho vater'a edge, vhera tharouaa usmnyaboat dravn upe

Campnte, asfarastheﬁritiahmerviaionorusm

-cbncemed. decome rathey lax. . They gave up t.na aally count

outs!.dethehntsandlmdonlyanoccasimlehackofmt
aorl: - Homverraemteachnightonnewmeloekeﬂm

Inthamtmeplansmabemgmds for the escapo .
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 of some of the prominent officors of the durerapt Brigadés

who were hold prisoners. Aa iron gate, chained and pad-
loeked, wis-got in an arcluay that led from the compound

into’ the moat and the fastenings were clvsely examined,.
-always aﬂ:er taking precautions that no British were aronnd

at. the time. G\n-omtradsmiuthoemphaﬂtoomw{
for mending shoas, clothes, otc., and a shnamaker 3 rasp was
used .as a file to cut through the chain, 8ix selected. men
stayed behind ono weningmdorcwerofthaarehmﬂion it
vas time for us to return to our huts. When the night count, ..
vas carried out upstairs in our hut; as uas the usual
procedure, £1ve of us dropped down through the broken floor

.1n1:othahntbalwandtookupmplacesforthacomtbofore

the Eritish Officer had como downstairs to earry ocut his eount
mmmtaonthagrmmdmor Our plan succeeded '

' admirably and tha cgcape of the six was not discovered untn
'.the following evening about 3 o'clock uhen we ware paraded for

one of the occasional conntsanthesquara R

The mén who escapod wore: Bmphray O'I-!ahony. our Camp
Commandant, BAll Quirke, Comzandant of *B* Block, Dick Barrott,
Tcm crofta, Hartin Condon and a Yatebford \Toluneaer named Eddy.
a aailor. sel.actedtomnthaboat.,_ Thishe did and brought
them all safely to the mainland, althm:ghthe nightvas
stormy.

‘Theﬂriﬁshmamuﬁe'dfoéalmqumastohﬁ.

- . the eseape vas earued ont. Homver, they took no réprisals |

against u. - _ o . -

’ During onr stay on 8Spike msaw soma of the-?ceils where |
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mm a tonnel.

. United Irishmen had boen imprisoned. They were built 1nté

themoatanﬂhadheavyirmdoorswitmtanywindwopening
e:lther mward or outward, and a stons sladb garved as bed. '
Hhatever we had to put up w:lth, ve felt that. these men had a

‘mmch worse time for t.hey vare emnp].etoly :I.sol.ated fram sach
. other and the conditions under which they had to ex:kst. mist

have bsen appalnng

Aﬂ:er the esoapa conditioms ware normal aga:l.n and about |

. a’voek after ~ thiuwasinﬂetom - wo were all handouffed

;npausandtamendom@ptnamm'-sedses put on board two
naval vesgels and were brought across the vatar tip Queenstovn.
Wo wero entralned there and travelled part of the 'night until
wo arrived at a gtation which we fmmﬂ out aftorvards to be
Iiaryborongh tie were marchod to the Gaol and hcked up there,
‘four mn in a gell. Maryboarough Prison at this time was

3 varycleananavorymnmpt. : Theconvietshaqlbeenqmved
'_:cuu_t-.tome_aMrocmtor'us. Wo’thms‘hthweaayitmldha‘.
.to getoutbytunmmngundermaunu,soaamumbarof

us commenced, unknown to the m-eat mjor:lty of wisonora. to

'l
We mm avay for about three wooks untn we thought
w9 vere near the onter ua:l.l. About this tims the British

wore giving parole to prisoners who had deaths or soriocus

1clmass among their rolatives. I was seleeted to apply

. for paroletogohmatomwtather, sumsadtobem..'

Actnauy. 1t was ror the purpose of making contgot with tho

'people outside in connsction with our intenfod escape. . -
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I got my parcle alyight and met Dick Barrott, Tom
Crofts and Bill Quirke in Cork. They were in hiding
" aince their escape from Spike. I gave them the plan of |
- our tunneld and they promised that uhen they would get word _
 -from us they would be outside the Prison wall to mest us
. andhelpusingettingam

Ialsomthao.c.ne:xnngadoinms'homughonmy
uaybacknnﬂtoldhimthathoﬂsml&get:ntouchw&th
him when evaryth.tng would ba rdady.’ Togother wa ecarried
outasmeyofths@mm‘ioutsidetheprmnanﬂhesm&

, meemetlyuherehemnldmeetusuhenwemmemergeﬁm
¢ our tunnel. B ' '

L
[ S I ]

Itmscomingontoabmtthslstbmemberatthm
'tmemmemmmmxagmxmmrmeaw ‘
comradesotthaarrmgmtsandmcmiedonwiththe
tunnel. !henmtmmsthemmmnt thatwewere'
tobereleasadmthaﬂthnecemm ThaBritiahhaﬂnot
diseavaredthetumlsoﬂaahomntothenbeforeualeﬁ.
We thought 11: & suitable farewell gesture on .our part.

- It unioetoraeordherethntthaenurebodyor ,
prieoneraonleavingthoﬁaolmoantertamad inallths
.hotel.a mHaryboroughbythoVolmtmsaMCumannna@an
_ . of the toun. Msmmlymkaapinswmhtheugood
e - .. nature, for during our stay in-the Caol thoy were alwaya
AR Y ._--sendingnainparcelsasamans. sotarastheyuareable,
T o ughtanmgmm - .

It 1s now 1953, going on 32 years sinco ths last of
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i:he events yecorded above had Iiéppened Ian éivins this

statement to Lieut.-Colonel Sauri.n and I waulﬂ :uke to end

- ::by paying him aong smal:l. trnmta for the patients wey ho-
- "§14tenod and holped ma to record this personal récord of
.. mine of those fateful yoors.

I will conclude by hoping that by my efforts in those

. tines I was in gomé small vay helping to achiove some part
_ of the freedom we aimed to win for our country, and I hope,

too.tonve to aeethedaymmnweahallhaveattained

mn fraednm for t;he 32 counties of Ireland.

Witnosseds . i JXBUD 42COLs




