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The work of rebuilding the Irish Volunteers began
Immediately after the return home of the men who had been
interned at Frongoch., It was arranged in ]3ubliﬁ that the
Companies would come together as soon as the men had spent

Christmes with their families. In Dublin we found that

' Cathal Brugha was at the head of affairs, and that a

skeleton organisation had been formed of the men who had
evaded arrest and of those who had been released in the
guiimer and autumn of 1916, Cathal Brugha had been so
geverely wounded during the fighting in the South Dublin
Union that the British authorities had released him
believing him to be physically incapable of further
activities. As soon.as he found himself at freedom he
began the task of gathering together the broken threads of

organisation.

In the Fairv;ewhDrumcondra—Ciontarf area of the 2nd
Battalion we found that, in conjunctién with the menbers of
the local Company of Cumann na mBani the men who were free
had engaged a hall for the Voluntee%s and Cumann na mBan to
assemhle-in. - The proprietor was told, that the hall was

needed for the iteaching of Irish danclng and 1anguage ¢classes.

- ¢éilidhthe were, indeed, held there but the hall served as

the headquarters of B, D, E and F Companies (C- Company used
Tara Hall in Gléucester St. - now Séén MacDiarmada Street).
Soon it became the 2nd Battalion Headquarters and under its
roof the orgasnisation of that Battalion was re-established
on a solid footing. The hall was used for this purpose’
until it was raided by a large force of Dublin Metropolitan

Police, probably in the early part of 1351S.
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The "Clonliffe Hall", as the Volunteers called it,

was very suitably situated for Volunteer purposes. It was .

i

approached by a tree-lined avenue about 70 yards long - the

avenue leading to Clonliffe Diocesan College on the north

<)

side of Clonliffe Road near the Drumcondra end of that road.
Iron railings, 8 or 9 feet high, had been erected many years
ﬁreviously at the point on Clonliffe Road where the avenue
began. A large gate to admit vehicles and two small gates
for pedestrians were part of this structure but they were
always open. At the far end of the avenue was the entrénce
gate to the College, but a turn to the right brought one
through a short passage about 30 yards in length on the
(right side of which were a few small cottages. - At the end
~ of the passage was the entrance gate of the hall, which was
probébly a stable originally. It was two storeys high.
The building was about 30 yards long by 12/15 f£t. wide,
and had a concrete floor at ground level. A fair-sized
- partitioned~off compartment was at the far end. In this
compartment was a s;airs leéding to the upper floor which
contained L -timber-partitioned compartments. It was ideally

constructed for our purpose.

Aé soon as we came together in "Clonliffe Hall" there
began in the Companies of the 2nd Battalion - as there began
likewise in the other Dublin Battalion areas - a period of
unremitting infensife organising, training and planmming which
did not cease until the Truce in July 1921 and which
continued during thé Truce {(and for those of us who took
part in the Civil War until the‘Cease Fire Order in April
1923). It was hard, tedious work, but a spirit of great
defotion and self-sacrifice, together with faith 1n the

.righteousness of the cause, succeeded in knitting the members
of the Battalion together in a disciplined and trained

force which, when the time came for action, played an
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‘efficient part in breaking down foreign domination in the

country.

I iook command of my old Company, F. Company of the
2nd. Battalion. Oscar-Traynor, 1st Lieutenant of the same
Company, released from Frongoch at Christmas,’1916, also
resumed his post. Patrick E. Sweeney, 2nd Lieutenant,

- had been sentenced to penal servitude for his part in the
fighting at Jacob's and consequently did not take a part in
the re—organisﬁtién until his release in June 1917. His
prlace was temporarily filled. The sections were reformed,
N.C.0's apﬁointed and a Company Council formed. The‘
Company Council consisted of the officers, Company Adjutant,
Company Quarter Master and Section Commanders. The Company
Captain presided at meetings of the Company Council. At
these meetings, he passed aiong G.H. Q. orders which had come
down to him via Brigade and Battalion Councils. He also
arranged for parades, special services, training (including
outdoor training suitable for small, mobile bodies), arming
of the Company, establishing of a Company fund, recruiting
and all the various matters of organisstion includiné, of
course, the very impoftant 1tem.af an efficient plan of
mobilisation, In the later periods, .when the fighting had
again started, the Councils were still kept in existence

but, of course, on an active service basis.

The other Companies in the Battalion were re-orgasnised
on the same lines as F Company. These were B, C, D, and E.
The survivors of the small G Company of Easter Week were

transferred to E Company.

As accurately as I can remember, the officers of the
Companies of the 2nd Battalion when they were reformed early
. in 1917 were as under. It would be impossible for me to
name the N, C,O0.s, although thesg were of vital importance in

the organisation, but it will be appreciated that very few
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‘written lists were kept and responsible officers had to

4

keep the framework of their commends in their minds -

Captain ’ Lieutenant 2ﬁd Lieut.
B Company - Lec Henderson Patrick Daly
C " - Sedn Colbert Sedn Meldon Tom Burke
' ' Sedn Lemass ¢
D " - Patrick Moran Richard Healy ? Martin Savage
1 - Richard McKee Sedn Russell Wm. Byrne
F " - Frank Henderson Oscar Traynor Patrick

Sweeney (not
releaged from
renal servitude

~until June 1917).

The Battalion Staff Officers were:-

Commandant: - Richard Mulcahy, who was very soon promoted
to Bfigade Commandant. He was succeeded by Richard McKee

who became Brigade Commandant early in 1918,

Vice-Commandant: - Probably the first Vice-Commandent was
not appointed until 1917 vas well advanced when the organisa-
tion of the Companies was well espablished. I think
Richard McKee was the firs# officer appointed to this
position but he cannot have held it for long. I 'was
appointed about autumn of 1917 and Leo Henderson followed

early in 1918,

Adjutant: - Thomas Slater (C Company 1916 - he later L.
retired summer of 1918 and became a member of D Company). |
Seumas Devoy (B Company 1916, nephew of John Devoy, Fenian)
followed T. Slater, Devoy retired late 1919 or early 1920
and was followed by ? Harry Colley <?Patrick O'Reilly

'(killed at Custom House Battle).

Quartermaster: - Michael McDonnell {E Coy 1916) who retired

in ill-health early in 1920 after holding the position with
distinction - he was sent to America by G.H. Q. He was

followed by James O'Neill (Q.M. ‘F Coy). [/ ? Patrick

O'Reilly or his brother (both killed at Custom House) before

James O'Neilk/ .
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Intelligence Officer: - Hugh Thornton during Black and

Tan period.

/
L

let Aid Officer: -~ Sedn Doyle (C Coy 1916), afterwards

Brigade 1st Aid Officer. |

At a later period when organisation was perfected and-the
time for actively opposing the enemy approached,othep
Staff Officers weré appointed' such as - Transport and
Armoury Officers. Tim 0'Neill, E Coy., was the first
Transport Officer, Séumas Daly, B Company, was the first
Armourer and when he was arrested one of the men he had
trained took his place - possibly Charles Kenny of F
Company.

I have mentioned the Company Councils. Battalion

and Brigade Councils were also formed as soon as the
Companies got going. The Battalion Council was presided
over by the Battalion Commandant, and the other members
were the Vice Conmandant (who was responsible for fhe
"Special Services"-i.e. lst Aid, Intelligence, etc..),
Adjutant, Quartermaster and Company Capfains. The Brigade
Commandant presided over the Brigade Council which was
formed in addition to'ﬂimself of the Vice-Brigade
Commandant, Adjutant, Quartermaster, Intelligence Officer,
the Commandants of each Battalion of the Brigade and any
other Staff Officers (1lst Aid, Transport, etc.), whom the
Brigade Commandant ordered to attgnd. These Councils
were conducted under conditions of strict military
discipline. Matters of organisation, discipline, arming,
training, etc., were discussed and orders from the higher .

. ' - councils passed on. It was, of course, understood and

. accepted by all that the presiding officef (i.e. Captain,
Battalion Commandant, Brigade Commandant) had to be obeyed

when he issued orders whether at these councils or elsewhere.

The Councils were regarded as indispensable in the scheme
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of organisation - in addition to ensbling the commanding
officer to ensure that orders of G.H.Q; were-passed on’ to
the officers or Volunteers concerned and to keep himself
informed of the state of organisation, the feelings of the
ranks,'etc., they served as an unfailing means of passing
on important information to G.H.Q. and of supplying the
higher divieions of the organisation wiﬁh men {and women)

suitable for special posts as the necessity for such arose,

In addition to the Councils, regular meetings were

also held of the Adjutants, Quartermasters, Intelligence

Officers, Transport Officers, First-Aid Officers, etc.

Thus, the Brigade Adjutant met the Battalion Adjutants,
who later in turn met the Company Adjutants of their
fespective Battalions, and dealt with matters concerning
their particular duties. Company Adjutants held régular
meetings of either the Company N.C.0.8 or, for instance,
-special'men entrusted with mobilisation responsibilities

and such matters.

The majority of the men who had fought in the’

Rising returned to their Companies, the general feeling

among them‘being that the Vélunteers would set about

preparing for a second phase of the struggle against
England. This idea had been sedulously inculcated in the
Jails and internment camps and indeed, if is true to say
that all that was necessary as far as the rank andlfile
were concerned was efficient leadership. The Volunteers
believed that having stiruck the first blow ;he issue was
kﬁit and they were in honour bound to see the task to g
finish. Some of the older men, and those who were in
delicate health, retired ffomAthe military part of the
freedom movement. The lack of emplbyment,forced & number

to leave Dublin ~ some who had been born in the country
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returning to their native counties where their prestige
“and experience wére of great value to the local units.

% For instance, Thomas Hunter, who had been Vice-Commandant
of the 2nd Battalion and who had been sentenced to a long
term of imprisonment following his participation in the
fighting at Jacob's‘factory, was a native of Castletownroche,
between Fermoy and Mallow, Co. Cork - he had been a draper's
assistant.in'Pims,'South Great Georges Street, and returned
after his release to his home town and became an Officer
(probably Battalion Quartermaster) in the North Cork Brigade,
serving during the Black and Tan period and during the Civil

War on the Republican side,

Recruitment naturally became & major mattér from the
start. There were many applicants.among the young men of
the different areas for membership of the Voluﬁteers ahd
great care was taken that none should be admitted but those
who were'likely to continué when fighting restarted and who
were properly vouched for by Volunteers of good sound
judgment. An applicant's name had to be submitted to the
Captain of the Company into which he sought entry and he
was not.accepted until the Captain had signified that he
was satisfied as to the applicant's bona fides.

Recruiting under these conditions was slow, but this
cautious method was necessary and it ensuped that only men

"~ of fighting calibre were admitted and it reduced the danger
of the infiltration of enemy agents and spies to nought.
The latter point is worth noting. No spies or British
agents succeeded in becoming members of the Secoﬁd Battalion
and, as far as I know, as a result of my service on the
Dﬁbiin Brigade Council and in ﬁhe Department of Organisation
and my'associations with G.H.Q. and Brigade Officers, the
other Dublin Battalions were able by their careful method

of admission to the ranks to keep such people outside the

Volunteer organisation. It is true that one member of one
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of the Battalions was executed after he had taken refuge
in London for betraying his comrades to the enemy, but it
is also true that this man had been an excellent Volunteer

up to the time of his capture by the Biack and Tans and

‘that he had, apparently, succumbed to the tortures

inflicted on him by those outlaws; A Volunteer was free

to leave his unit at anytime if he so desired and a small

nunmber both of the 1916 veterans and of those recruited
later did fall away, some for business or family reasons,
some fgr raasons of conscience and some just because they
did not feel inclined to continue when the starkness of the
Black and Tan period pervaded the city. There was a great

influx of recruits .in the early months of 1918 when the

_British Government declared its intention to enforce

Conscription on the men of Ireland. G.H.Q. advised that

‘the admission procedure should not be so strict at this

period and the Companies were accordingly overflowing.

This position righted itself later wheﬁ the danger had
passed and ardour had cooled in many instances. I use the
words “fighted itself" because ﬁany who proved themselves
subseguently to be splendid I.R.A. soldiers jJjoined at this

period and remained when those who were only seeking safety

- for themselves had ceased to .report for duty.

In Dublin, the arms used in the Rising had been
surrendered at the éonclusion of the fighting and therefore
the Dublin Brigade was to ali inténta and purposes -an
unarmed body when the re-organisation started. Some arms
had, indeed, been saved but the number of these was s0 small
that it was negligible. The re-arming of the Volunteers
was one 6f the earliest, one of the most vital and, perhaps,
the most difficult of tﬁe tasks of.G;H.Q. While some
arms were obtained by G.H;Q. and.distrfguted to the Brigade,

the Brigade was urged to undertake the task itself for
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Dublin and the Battalions and the Compaﬁies were encouraged

to.seek all and every means to secure weapons. Quarter-
' masters of all ranks were soon busy throughout the Brigade
area searching for sourcesﬁor contacts'that might yield
results and almost from the start a trickle - Sften not a
constant trickle - of service revolvers (mostly the .45
Smith & Wessons and Webleys-) and of automatic pistols
(German Parabellums and Mauser Automatics or "Peter the
Painters") oozed into the Company and Battalion stores.
Rifles, generaliy only single or in very small numbers,
also found their way slowly into Volunteer hands. The
sources were vgrious_- soldiers returning from the European
Wér sonmetimes parted with their arms willingly, sometimes
for a monetary consideration, and sometimes they were
relieved of them'by force; contacts were established with
British soldiers in charge of stores in the city barracks
who were willing to hand over arms at a price; travellers
. for British and other arms factories were induced to take
orders sub rosa; houses in which,thére was known to be any
kind of gun or rifle were raided; shops holding stocks of
sporting guns and amminition were entéred and the stocks
selzed. The British, of course, took counter measures.
One of these was to move their military stores only -in
large convoys by rail or rpad in charge of armed escorts.
Soon the growing Volunteer intelligence service was sble
to give detailed information ghout the times that such
convoys would be in suitable places for attack and full
edvantage was taken in these instances by the Volunteers
of such infofmation, the "element of surprise" combined
with quick and resolute movement generally rewarding the
attackers with éuccesa. Hand-grenades were also obtained
in small guantities by the same methods, and 1t was early
- recognised that they would be very serviceable weapons

for the new force. In the beginning, of course, the

guantities of any kind of weapon that passed into Volunteer
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hands were small and indeed, even.to tﬁe end, the whole
guestion of equipping the men with serviqeabie weapoﬁs was
a very difficult Qne; Arms funds were organised in all
.units and the usual devices of raffles and draws and.
subscriptions were used to build up these funds aﬁd
replénish them following the freguent severe drains -

associated with purchases.

Training for the 2nd Battalion took the form of
close~order drill in‘Clonliffe Hall, marching and field
work on Sunday mornings, instruction in the "special
services" i.e. First Aid, Signalling, Intelligencg.

These were carried out under difficulties as the British
Government had declared such activities illegal aﬁd
punishable by imprisonment, and there was also the further
difficulty that men got very tired of such unexciting work,
espeéialiy when repeated week after week. However, the
strengthening of organisation and the incuication of
discipline deﬁanded that these routine practices should
continue and everything was done to make them as

interesting as possible,

Early in 1917, by-elections took place in the
countiés of Roscommon and Lonéford to £ill the vacancies
caused by the deaths of a Parliamentary representatife in
each of those céunties. . 8inn Féin selected prominent
republicans who were put forward as candidates. Many
members of the Dublin Brigade travelled to these
constituenéies and assisted the local fepdblicans'in
affording protection to the candidates and members of the
local organisation against the hostile activitiésgof both

. the R.I.C. and the Irish Parliamentary followers. The
Republican candidates were suqcessful in both areas.
These elections afforded opportunities which were

energetically availed of to strengthen and extend the
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activities of any existing Companies and to esteblish the
orgenisation of the military movement on a sound footing.
Arrests of Volunteers followed these events. Those who
were arrested were charged with engaging in illegal
military activities. Refusing to "recognise the court"
before which they were arraigned, they were sentenced té

terms of imprisonment.

Demands were being made at this time from all parts
of the country for the release of the Volunteers who were
serving sentences of imprisonment in England imposed by
courtsmartial after the Rising. About Jupe, 1917, it
appeared likely that the British Government could not much
longer withstand the influential calls for the remission
of these sentences, A public meeting was arranged to take
place in Dublin’at Beresford Plaée to voice the citizens'
rrotests., The meeting was proclaimed by the British
Government but was held. Count Plunkett, I think,
presided and Cathal Brugha was one of the chief speakers, -
The police endeavoured to stop the meeting and met with
resistance. A police inspector was killed by a blow from
a camédn, A man named Harman, who I think was a Volunteer,
was arrested and charged with murdering the inspector.

The trial extended over many months but the British
authorities were unable to prove that Harmen killed the

inspector and he ﬁas set free,

Shortly after this event (June, 1917), the
"convicted men" were released from Lewes Gaol, England, to
which place they had all been brought from sgveral other
. gaols following their refusal to obey prison regulations.
- ' On their arrival;n-Dublin they received a remarksbly warm
welcome from the citizens, Those of them who had

subsequently to travel home to the provinces experienced the

same enthusiastic reception.
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Ma jor William Redmond had been an Irish Party Member
of Parliament for East Clare. He was killed fighting for
5 England in the war ggainst Germany and an election was held
in July 1917 to fill the éacancy. Eamon de Valera, just
released from pénal servitude, was nominated by Sinn Féin
‘and won the election. For weeks previous to the §olling,
all Volunteers who could possibly go to Clare were asked to
do so to assist in organising the republican election machine,
‘to police the constituencies, protect the ballot boxes and
to organise volnnteer'units. As I was unémployed at the
time, I went to Clare. I was stationed at Sixmilebridge
alopg with Hubert Wilson of lLongford, who had also been
interned after the Rising. In this district, as throuéhout
the whole cohstituency, Companies were formed, drilled,'
brought on route maréhes, ete. These activities were
conducted generally under the supervisionlof Michael Brennan,
6f Meelick,.or one of his brothers. The campalgn in East
.- ' Clare was a most successful one and ﬁoth the military and
ﬁolitical organising drives were extended to Limerick City

and neighboufhood.

'Many arrests by the British followed the campeign in \
East Clare. The charges were usually those of'maﬁing
seditious speeches, marching in military formstion, wearing
military uniform, drilling, etc. Tomés Aghas, soon to die
from the effects of forcible feeding during hunger strike,
was arrested and sentenced to a term of imprisonment for a
épéech delivered in the course of the election. ‘I think
that it was during the election also that Richard Coleman,
who had fought with the Fingal Brigade during the Rising '
and had been one of the convicted men, was arrested - he
died in Usk Prison, Wales, in December 1918 while serving
a term of imprisonment. The death of Tpﬁﬁs Aghas was the

first of a series of post-Rising events which stirred the

feelings of the people of Ireland tremendously and helped

L]
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to consolidate the growing popular sympathy with the

Republican movement.

At this time - September 1917 - a large number of

v Republicans were in jail and had adopted the hunger strike

as a means of forcing the British authorities to accofd

them special conditioﬁs while they were serviné their sentences
The attitude of the non-recognition of the courf during

trial had been generally adopted and the prison.conditions
which were demaﬂﬁed included, segregation from criminals,
longer hours of recreation and association; non-locking of
cell doors, the recognition of leaders elected by the

prisonefs to negotiate with the prison aﬁthorities, e tc.

Tomds Aghas died in the Mater Misericordise Hospital
‘to which he had been removed ﬁhen he collapsed under the
operatiqn of being forcibly fed after having been several °
days without food. His reniains were removed in the evening
- time to the City Hall and a great public tribute was paid to
him on that occasion and also on the day of his funeral,
which took piace on the Sunday after his deafh. Priesté,
public representatives, trade union executives and members
‘marched behind the bier on bhoth occasions and the Volunteers
turned out in military formation. On the evening of the
removal of the reméins to the City Hall = false alarm was
raised that the British military were attacking the parade.
This occurred between North Frederick Street and Parnell
'Square and caused a temporary panic. The Volunteers, ﬁho
were -appearing in military formation for the first time since
the Rising - thus ‘breaking the British military regulations
then in force - and who‘had many untrained newcomers marching
- with.them, broke their ranks rather badly in a few instances.
Off'icers, however, quickly got the situation in hand and

restored order. Between that night and the Sunday of the

burial steps were taken to ensure that Volunteers would stand
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their ground in future should there be any interference with
parades, e1ther attempted or imaginary. Thousands Joined
in the funeral proce351on through»the oity'to Glasnevin
Cemetery on the Sunday;‘ The Volunteers marched in their
Companies and Battalions and, defying an order against the
carrying of arms issued by the British, a picked body in
ﬁniform fired volleys_over the grave from rifles secretly
conveyed to the cemetery. A special party armed with .
revolvers acted as a protecting force to the riflemen and
the main body of Volunteers was so placed as to prevent, or
at any rate delay, any attempt by a large force to seize
the rifles or arrest the riflemen. The firing party with

their arms was safely withdrawn from the cemetery.

The  death of Tomfs Aghas greatly embarrassed the
‘British Government and relaxation of conditions in the prison
followed immediately and the hunger strike was called off.

This was, however, only the first round.

At.this time, and up to the period following the
. Convention of the Volunteers held in October 1917, my

position was that of Captain of F Company, 2nd Battalion,
Dublin Brigade. .Richard Muleahy was Battalion Commandant
(2nd Battalion) after the Rising until the Convention. . I
was in charge of my Company at all the parades held in
connection with the death and funeral of Tomé4s Aghas. As
well_as my memory serves me, g few ricked men of the Compeny,
as well as a few of other Companies, carried revolvers in
their pockets at these parades and they had orders to use
them in case there shoﬁld be any attempt to interfere with
the movements of the Volunteers.  The number.of men so
armed would have been emall as arms were very scarce at the
time. |

The Volunteer Convention held in October 1917 was the

first since the Rising. Representatives of units from all
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parts_of Ireland attended. I think the unit for
representation was the Company. In some of the remote or
. ' only partially organised areas it is possible ihat only the -
nncléi of Companies existed, - Measures were taken to ensure
that no unauthorised persons attended. As the Convention
had been secretly arranged through the Volunteer Organisationf
and as the names of the representatives from the various areas
had been comminicated beforehand to the responsible head-
quartgrs officers (who had veteran organisers of the movement
probably of the I.R.B. - at their call for identification
purposes if the need for such should arise), nobody was
present who was not entitled to be present. The Convention
wasg held on a Saturday.afternoon in the pavilioﬁ~in the
grounds of the G.A.A. at Jonesfs Road, Dublin. These are
the grounds which are now known as Croke Park and modern
buildings have since replaced the old ones which were in
_ existence ét the time of the:Convenfion. The number
- attending the Confention wag very large but I have no idea
how many délegates there were. Efficient and successful
measures were taken to protect the Convention, the chief
of whiqh were the staggering of the times of the arrival of
delegates so as not to attract attention of spies or of
curious people, and the posting on the approaches to-Jones's
Road of a ring of picked armed men who had definite orders
to resist any- attempt that might be made by milité.ry or
police to raid the Convention. M& recollection is that
Oscar Traynor, at that time 1lst Lieutenant of F Company,
2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade, was in charge of the
protectng armed force. I attended as delegate from my
Company. The only other delegate from Dublin whom I now
remenmber is my brotﬁer, Leo Henderson, then Captain of B

Company, 2nd Battalion.

Eamon de Valera presided. Alsdlprominent among

those who appeared to be responsibie for organising the



Military Archives Cathal Brugha o ‘ 16,

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 :

| Convention were Cathal Brugha, Diarmuid Lynch, Richard

" Mulecahy, Michael Collins, Seén McGarry. Early in the
proceedings the position of Eoin MacNeill was discussed.
Eamon de Valera told the Convention that he haa received
from MacNeill the funds which he held on behalf of the
Irish Volunteers., De'Valefa also refused to allow any
censure to be passed on MacNeill in connection with his
action in Easter Week. Cathal Brugha, referring to the‘
handing over by MacNeill of the funds of the Volunteers,
said that that was exactly what he would expect from MacNeill
who was an honourable man and a goéd Irishman, but he must
never be allowed to hold any position again in the
Volunteers. The meeting decided to .continue the military.
movement to achiéve the freedom of Ireland from the point
where it had been temporérily checked at the end of Easter
Week. Important decisions were taken in relation to the
re-organising of the counfry from a military standpoint.
Certain committee; were established and apﬁbintments made.
Michaei Collins, who was not well known at that time,‘was

' nominated as Secretéry of the Vélunteer Crganisation but
‘withdrew in favour of Seén McGarry who was nominated by some
of the Dublin officers. The Convention lasted for several
hours. Apparently the British authorities had not the
Taintest idea that it was being held as they made no attempt

to interfere with it.

Intense activity all through the country followed ﬁhé
holding of the Convention. Drilling, route marching and
raiding for arms werq-the most noticeable forms of Volunteer
'activitiea. Frequent arrests of Volunteers were made by
the British authorities and the Jjails were soon full again.
Hunger-strikes were resorted to-by the prisoners to enforce

. condifions 1gside the jails demanded by their leaders and
the British Governmént, alarmed by the death of Toméds Aghas

after the attempt to forcibly feed him, generally yielded
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after a few days. Other méthoda were also adopted by the
prisoners,such as the breaching of walls between cells to
* ~ establish commupication when céll door; were.lockéd; the.
breaking of windows; the smashing of dpcr locks and-straining

of door hinges to prevent the locking of cells.

' At the end of 1917, or in the opening monihs of 1918,
Diarmuid Lynch was appointed Food Controllér by the Sinn Féin
Organisation, The European War was étill being fought and
vast gquantities of cattle, pigs and other food were being |
shipped to England every week and there was a dénger of
‘shortage in Ireland. Lynch decided to take action and
obtained permiséion_to use an uharmed-party of Volunteers tq
carry out his plan. He gelected Leo Henderson, Captain 6f
B Company 2nd Battalion, ﬁho, with a picked number of men from
his Company, intercepted a drove of pigs one evening on the
North Circular Road while they were proceeding to the North .
Wall for shipment to England. The men in charge of the pigs
were a?rested, the pigs were brought to a large yard at thé
far end of North Portland Street, off the North Circula? |
Roéd, where they were slaughtered by skilled pig butchers ,

(who were probably Volunteers or members of the Irish Citizen
Army) apd the carcases were then carted under Volunteer
escorf to Donnelly's curing factory in the Coombe and
evéntually sold at the current prices. The owﬁers of the
‘piga, whb were, naturally enough, somewhat annoyed at first
were qgulite satisfied when they received a good price for their‘
property. A force of police was seni by the British
authorities to stop the intervention of the Volunteers in

the shipment of the pigs 5ut were unable to do so. This
.action received wide publicity and popular applﬁuse,'and a
decided falling off in the export of cattle and pigs resulted.
Shortly after, Diarmuid Lynch was arrested and sentenced to a.

term of imprisonment-either'for this or some other activity.
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It is necessary to make reference at this point to
‘the Irish Republican Brotherhood. I had not been a ﬁember :
" of it previous to 1916, although most of the Volunteer
Officers and men of that.period had been, and I was not a
member of it at this period (1917-18). During the days of
the internment at Frongoch it had considerably increased its
mnembership., I had not been,approéched to join since m&
second refusal about eight or nine months before the Risipg-
1 was aware thﬁt the I.R.B. had planned the Riéiﬁg, and -
believed that it controlled the Volunteer Organisation before
-and after 1915 in as much as G.H.Q. and other officers and
key men in all districts throughout the country were members
of the I.R.B. I was told long afterwards that Eamon de
Valera, President of the Republic, was not a member of it
after the Rising aithough he may have been prefiously, that
Cathal Brugha did not remain a member of it after the Rising
on the grounds, as I have been told, that there was no
furiher need for a secret organisation as the Republic had
been openly proclaimed, that its continuance would lead
" sooner or later to a state-of dual control apd that it
would succeed in prodnciné conspirators but not soldiers.
Diarmid Lynch whs said to be the Head Centre after the
Rising., He was a splendid_t&pe of Irishmsn, upright,
honest, determinéd, uneparing in his efforts to advance
the cause, of good personality, devoted tp the “Gaelic
and Free"™ conception of Ireland and somewhat stubborn,
He was :forcibly transported to .U.S.A, while he was &
prisoner in Pundeslk Jail about April 1918, Micheel
Collins wae, apparently, the next in controi in the I.R.B.
and Lynch’s successor aftqr his transportation. In late
. 1918, or early 1919, after I had become Commandant of the
Second Battalion,’it seemed to me that I could give better

service to the Republic if I became a member of the I.R,B.
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A struggle: that promised to be protracted and exacting had
begun, membership would bind those in the organisation

v. in the event of defections or attenipts to compromise on the
part of post-Rising recruits to the Volﬁnteers: or the
political organisations who ‘might not have such sound
national foundations: as those Who had been trained in the:
qld’. movement, the term ®*secret organisation® did nqt now
seem to be .applicgble, and I would be rega.r;ied‘ as ml:rea
trustworthy by my suﬁeriof officers, Accordingly, I
spoke to:my brother Leo Henderson, whowas Vice: Commandent
of the 2nd Battalion (and in virtue of that position a)
member of my staff) and he: conveyed my wish to the: T.R.B.
authorities. I wag admitted to membershif; in the course
.of a wéek or two, being %sworn in®* either by Michael
collins. or my brother - l forget v':hich. buf. it was probably -
the latter. TIn due course I approached and ®"swore in"
the senlor officers of the Second Battalion who were not
already members of the Organiéation. It was g:onsid'ered
desirable that Volunteer officers should belong to the
I.R.B. so that a firm stand could be taken if a national
‘stampede should threaten or the temptation should be
presented of settled conditions or political power through

" a lowering of thesnational'objective;

Sometime in 1917 I became Vice Commendant of the:
Second Battalion and in February or March 1918 Commandant
of the Battalion. The system of pr_qmotion was by
election by the: officers of the Battallion, the: Brigade
Commandant and G%.H:.Q; confirming afterwards., Commanding
0fficers were almost always elected by their fellow

ofﬂiéerss, as; also were their Seconds in Command and
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Company Lisutenants. @fficers in'charge>of special services
were generally appointed by the Commanding @fficers =

v . . the reason being that they were generally the: best Jjudges
of' the speclal technical fitness-of the appointees.
Company 0fﬂicers;sbmetimes appointed their N.C.0O.s and
sometimes held elections in the Companies for that

purpose. .

4t this period the: following promotions were mede -
Richar& Mulcahx Commendant of the Dublin'Brigadé, appointed
' Ghief of Staff of the: Army; Richard Mbee, Commandant
of the 2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade appointed Commandant
of the Dublin Brigade; Michael Iynch (who had been
previously & memberr of the hth‘Batiélion} &ppointed Vice
Commandant of the=Dublin Brigade; Frank Henderson, Vice
Commandant of the 2nd Battalion, e&ected Commandant of the
' ..‘ 2nd Battalion; Leo Hendemson, Captain B Company 2nd
Bettalion, electe&‘vicéeéﬁﬁﬁandant of the: 2nd Battalion.

G.H.Q. DPepartments - those of Adjutant General,
Quartermaster General, Organisation, Intelligence eic.
were beginning now to take definiteesh&pevand a general
perfecting of organisation was being achieved., As
Commandant of the: 2nd Battelion, I now attended weekly
meetings of‘thezBrigadezCouncﬁl which were held at No.
1y (or 145) Great Brunswick (later renamed Pearss) St.
At later geriodsathese-meemings:were held at lli, Parnell
Square and sometimes at 41, Parnell Square, and at Arus
Craobh &n Chéitinnigh, Connradn na Geelige, 46 Parnell
Square. The following were the members of the: Brigsde
ﬁbuncil when I first attended them in 1918 -
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Richard McKee - Brigede Commandant
- . Michael Lynch « Vice Brigade Commandant
: Thomas: Byrne - lst Battalion Commandant
Frank Henderson 2nd Battalion Commandant
v ' . Joseph O*Connor E?d "
Dr. Ted Kelly h . 9

(Dr. Kelly was: succeeded in & short time by Joseph.McGrath,
and’ in the frequent absence of the: latter owing to periods

in prison the Battalion was represented by Peadsar OFBrien,

Vice Commandant) ' -

John Shouldice: - Brigade Adjutant
(Another officer was appointed
“to this position after some time
but I do not remember who it
was or the date).
J. MceGuirk - Brlgade Quartermaster.
Peadar Clancy sometimes attende&utherBrigadeamgetings
but I do not now know in what capacity. Liam Tobin was
the: first Intelligence Ufficer of the Brigade;, belng
. eventually taken on to G,H.Q; staff, He made the first
‘contacts with the: Dublin Metropolitan Police Detective
Divisdion and used meet Detective McNamara who was: amongst
the early members of that force, perhaps the first,

who was willing to give allegianée to the: Republic.

The organising and disciplining of the post - 1916
Bfigade was commenced by Richard Mulcahy and: was continued
by Richard McKee, under whose: leadership it was brought.
to the point when it waé ready to resume the fight for
independence:. McXee, a strict aiaciplinariaﬁ whose
humen heart a sincere Wbﬁuﬁteer could discern on the outside
- of his military rigidness, always insisted on the necessity
for nugctuality, thoroughness, preparation of every detall,
absolute: silence about Volunteer work even among Volunteers
T themselves.  He aime&.&t having an efficient Brigade.
In this he succeeded and, moreover, heawas; ag all his

officers and men knew, its efficient commander.
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. Shortly before I became Commandant of the: Second
Battalion the: question of weapons became & frequent subject
v of diseussioh among Volunteers, and views were advanced as
to the nature of the coming fight. Nobody exactly spoke
as a rule of the "coming fight®, but it was accepted that we
were prepering for somathing which could hardly be anything
_ else than an arped struggle. It ‘was -recognised that the
hand.greﬁadeaﬁould be a desirable arm for the Volunteers.
We had none except & .few British or German ones obtained
in one: way or another from British soldiers., - We began
to think about making them ourselves: but realised that
anything of the kind that would be placed in the haﬁds
of the men now must be weapons that would be dangerous
to the enemy and not to our own men as were the 1916
grenades;. I think that -it was in the 2nd Battalion
that the first practical steps were taken -  at any rate
T imegine that Richard McKee first got talking about it and
that it was this I found myself groping along towards
establishing the manufacture of grenades when he handed
the 2nd Battalion over to me. Joe Toomey of B Company,
2nd Battalion, a 1916 Yeteran, member of a family that
gave valiant service ﬁo the country was the man on whom
the initial effort centred. He was a fitter employed
at the: Broadstone Railway works. He fixed up a workshop
at his house at Clonliffe Avenue, Ballybough Road, and .
having experimented there and at the Broadstone Works '
eventually succeeded in completing & small plant that could
cast a satisfactory serrated metal casing for a grenade. |
This: casing was cxlindricsl in sﬂape, 8 or 9 inches in
length, and its other dimensions were such as to allow it .
to hold & stick (or portion of & stick) of gel;gnite-in its



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6
' 23,
interior and to be grasped firmly in the palm of the hand.
It would have to be operated by lighting a piece of fuse
- ' cut.ﬁo a length which would secure explosion in whatever

number of seconds. we would-consider suitable - the fuse
being inserted before the issue of the grenade into 2
detonator of fulminateaof'meréury embedded in the gelignite.
T allowed only & very few men who would be absolutely
necessary to assist Toomey &t hiss home. Before making
our first tests of these grenades I wes arrested during
training manoeuvres near Coolock along with Dick McKee,
@scar Traynor, Patrick E, Sweeney, Eddle O'Mahony of
B Compény &and Christie Lynch oﬂ'DICompany.l I served &
two month's sentence, most of the others three months.
On my.reléase, Joe: Toomey reported that all was:ready‘
for test;ng our grensdes. I reported to Vice: Brigadier
Michael Lynch (Acting Brigedier during imprisonment of
Rﬁchardﬁﬁhﬁee)u He, with Toomey and myself (and perhaps
Leo Henderson) testeq the grenades, using & very long -
fuse, on a Saturday asfternoon in mid May 1918 in & room
in the ruins of Dunsoughley Castle, near St. Margaret's,
Nth. Co. Dublin. The results were considered very “
‘satisfectory and Toomey continued for some time to cast
the cases: at his home. The cases were removed in small
quantities to some place which Ifcannotlremember now,
I reecollect though, at & later date {(possibly Epe summer
of 1919) being several times in the evenings at the |
workshop of Semmy Ellis - of B Company - &t the rear of
his residence: in Eccles:'St. where he carried on a cabinet:
making industry and where Sammy, Seﬁn Mooney, myself and
a few more fitted detonatorszaﬁd sticks of gelignite inte
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grenade: cases ﬁhich I believe were those cast by TOOmey.

_ Although I am: not certain now, Iifhink these grenades

- ~ had metel screw-in "necks® of some kind that would give

' autometic empﬂoéion; thusﬂemiminating the: unsatisfactory
and dangerous method of igniting & piece of fuse Jjust
befdreehurling them at the?énemy. These: "necks® would
have been made at the Broadstone Railway works b& (among
others) Se&n Mooney and Peter Farrell sub fos&. The:
autongtic striking dévicezw&& the greatest diﬂficulty
encountered in the first attempts to manufacture hand
grenades. The gellgnite: used in Eliis*s workshop was
portion of & large consignment cagmuredfby the 2nd
Battalion at G.N. Railway Stores, Sheriff St. late in
1918 or: early -in: 1919. Joe Toomey's house was eventually
raided, he: himself was arrested and;sentencéd,'his‘wife
as far as I can recall concealing'in some manner the :
more: incriminating portions of his plant and thus saving
him fruﬁ.a’mcre:serioua charge. BEventuslly G.H.Qs
took. the whole matter of grenade making ou£ of our hands
when it established a faéxory in Parnell St. which turned
out -hand grenades with automatic striking apparatus etc.
I have dwelt on our initial effort in 2nd Battalfon at
some length becsuse I feel that the experience gained by
us, the avenues opened up by Joe Toomey and others in
such places as the Broadstone Works as well as other aspects
of our pioneering attempt with its slow output of
grenades; far superior, crude though they were in some
vital respects, to the 1916 ones were the actual foundations

K of the efficient factories later operating under G.H.Qe.

Sunday mornings in the: first quarter of 1918 were
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in the: 2nd Battalion devoted to the perfecting of Battalion

oprganisation and training. Thus on, perhaps,.the first

- . and third Sundays of each month instruction would be given
to Battalion groups (i.e. groups of selected men from all
'the Companies of the Battalion) in such subjects as
Armoury (care and repair of arms), Intelligence, Transport,
First-4£i1d, and on the remaining Sunday.mornings outdoor |
manoeuvres would be held in theaﬁorth County Dublin, -
The latter attracted the attention of the R.I.G.‘who would
pick'up_the Battalion a2t the mobilisation points =« usﬁally
around Clonturk Park or Upper Drumcohdra, which in those:
days were quiet spots in which there were very few houses,
or shortly after the Battalion had marched off towards
the place selected for the morning's field work. The
R.I.C. used follow on bicycles at ihe rear of ,the Column
and evidently kept their-héadqu&rferS‘informed from time
to time of the Battalion's aétivities. Many of the
Volunteers were eager to‘prevent by force the R.I.C.
following the Battalion and getting to know the officers,
N.C.0.s and men, the numbers present and the nature of the
activities, but G.H.Q. had issued orders that arms were
ot to be carried end that the R.I.C. were not to be

interfered with-on these occasions. On St. Patrick"s

_ Day 1918 (which I believe was a Sunday, and in any caé& ‘
a national holidsy) very exﬁensive manoeuvres were carried
out by the Battalion in the Coolock - Cloghran (near
Swords) srea, Dick McKee, who was about to take up his
dutles as Brigade: 0/C, was in charge and I was second -
in commend. . After & eouple of hours it was observed that
the: R.I.C, were In greater force than ﬁsual and.thét a

County Ihﬁyector had arrived on the: scene as well as a
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He&& Gohst&ble. My recollection is that the R.1.C. were

ermed with revolvers but I am not sure. The County-
- . Inspector after some time came up to McKee, accompanied
by the: Head Constable -and & number of Sergeants, and called
on him to stop: drilling & squad of men in a field,  When
licKee: refused and a number of Volunteer officers and men
approached at the double to his protection, it looked for
& while as though .force would be used on both sides. '
'The County Inspector, however, perceiving McKee“s and the
Volunteers*® determination not to brook interference shortly
withdrew, remarking that McKee was a kcheeky fellow®,
Following this incident the:Battalion“was formediupqin
Column of reﬁtezwith advance guard, rear guasrd, cycle
scouts etc. and proceeded to return to the point of
mobilisation near Clonturk, Lieutenant Martin Savage
was: in charge of the sdvence guard, and at a turn of the:
road close to Coolock-erdmore cross: roads he percelived
e.numeer of military lorries appro&chipg the: Column at a
fast pace, They were into the head: of the main body
almost.immediately. Although driven by military drivers
in uniform, the lorries contained, not military, but a
force of D.M,Police in charge of & Superintendent. The:
‘Inspector of the: R.I.C. force with the Head Constable,
Sergeants etc. were: also on the spot.  Richard MecKee,
Ogcar mraynor3 Patrick Sweeney and myself were-identified
as thez“ring-leadere“ and were arrespeq, as also were
Eddie. O*Mshony, an N.C.0. of B Company, and Christie
Lynch of D Company. Lynch was not very long in the
Volunteers and was very young and of small size. In
accordance with G.H.Q. orders of the period ﬁe:did not

resist arrest and allowed ourselves to be put into & lorry.
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The Volumnteers were, howevef, anxious: to prevent the

arrests and it took McKeé andi the: other officers all their

v time to dissuade them from attacking the police. It was
only when McKee appealed to them as soldiers to’ obey
GQHLQ; orders which were in accordance with & definite
policy, that they allowed the ar}este& officers and men
to be ﬁaken away. The arrested party were: taken to the
Bridewell and tried next morning in the: Police Courts
on charges of illegal drilling. McKee: was: spokesman in
the court, which he refused to reeognisezas;having.any
authority. He was sentenced to three-months‘imprisohment;
as were also Traynor, Sweeney and, I think, Lynch.
T received & sentence -of two months. QfMahony was young
and .of slight build, and the charge agaiﬁst.him 6f
assaulting a powerful looking constable: seemed so
ridiculous that it was not proceedeg with efter the opening
stage. Tﬁg sentenced party was conveyed to Mount joy
Prison whére:there:uere:a large number of Volunteer
prisoners from all parts of the country. The men had
just won a struggle for nop~criminal treatment after a
short hunger-strike and the breaking of cell doors and walls.
In less;th&n a week's time all these prisoners were:
conveyed in b&tches.by train, handeuffed in twos, td
Dundalk Prison. They were removed in the “Blaék Maria®
from: Mount joy Prison to Amiens St. railway station, end

' thence sy train to Dundslk., An armed escort of R.I.C.

accompanied each batch,-

Dundalk Prison was guarded by a force of British -
' milit&ry.' Sentrieézwere:on duty at several points,
there was: 8 guard room etc, but the military did not come
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into contact with the prisoners, There was & cdvil
Governor, the usual warders, office staff, ete.

- Conditions: within the prisoﬁ were easy and the running of
the establishment was practically entirely in the hands
of the imprisoned Volunteers, Micﬁael Brennan (of Clare)
was Prisoners 0/C and Dick McKee was;, I think, appointed
Second in Gbmmand-whén he arrive@. -Military classes
were held dai;y and instruction given of a type th#-t-
was considered useful for the next step in the fight for
freedom. ‘The importance of discipiine was stressed in
lectures. Irish language clesses Were held and were |
well attended. During our sojourn in Dundalk a
Conscription Act applicable to Ireland ﬁas pgssed in the
British Parliament, We learned through our lines of
communication with G.H. Q. and the: local Volunteer unit
that it had been decided to resist the enforcement of
this Act by every possible means, The lines of
communication were constent and reliable and were
easdlily maintained through the medium of visitors to the
prisoners (who were either members of the: Volunteers or
Cumann na. mBan) ;nd of friendly warders. A military
council was formed within the Prison for the: purpose
of breaking jJail by force of arms and att&cking‘the:
Dundalk Military ahd'R;I.C. barracks: when the: British
Government would attempt to enforce GbnScription;

The plans included action from the outside by the local

\ Wolunteersa "I think Dick McKee drew up fhe plans: and
that his chief assistant was James Toal, 0/C of the

Dundalk V&lunteers. Jemes Toal, an excellent Volunteer

. officer, died shortly after his release as: a result of an
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attack of the virulent influenza outbreak which swept

_ through Ireland after the cessation of World War 1,

. Among the visitors from Publin who came to Dundalk an

military affairs were my brother Leo Henderson, YU
Michael McDonnéll and: Seén Mooney, who had several |
conferences as visitors with Dick McKee and other

- prisoners., As the supervising warders weoe ‘either
friendly or mious to avoid trouble, such conferences
were easy and the British Military did not enter the
_n_ortion of the prison oceupied by the prisoners.

Cne of the :lmprisoned Republicans was: Diarmuid
Lynch.. He- had been condemned to death in 1916 for
the part he took 1n the Rising but the death sentence '
\ was: not carried out owing tb t.he fact that he was an
American citizen. After the Rising it is believed
- that he becane Head Centre: of the Irish Repnblican
Brotherhood. . He was regarded by the British Government
as a dangerous man., On the other hand the Volunteers
held him in great esteem - &and justly so - for he was
‘& determined, unflinching soldier and an Irishman of
clear vision and of great p‘-ro‘bity, forthright in hi_é
views with a certein stubborness at times. The 15ritish
_ anthorities informed Diarmmid Eynch while he waz in
Dundalk Prison that they were obout to take him from
Dundalk and transport him to America, He askedl thet
he be given facilities while stilk in Ire_iénd to marry
his: fiancée: so that she couldi rejoin him on his arrival
. ,  4n America, Under the war time regulations his fiancée
could not leave: Ireland or enter‘nmerica' unless as
Plarmid®s wife, The facilities were refused,
Arrangemonts were then made, unknown to the British
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authorities, for the marriage ceremony toltéke piace
inside the prison. Beclesiastical permissidn was
- obtained by & Dublin priest and, in due course, he:
arrived at the prison accompanied by the bride, Miss
Quinn, snd her sister and requested a visit to Diarmyid
Lynch. The: two ladies requested a visit to Michael
Brennan and myself mhomlthey d1d4no£ know, I received
_ 1nt1mation'of this about fwenty minates before the visit,
and was given instructions to put my back against the "
door of the visiting room, carry on a pretended
conversation with the bride's sister, and if the warder,
who was always present dhriﬁg visits, attempted %o
éonyey to the Governor what was taking place tb prevent
him by force from doing so, The marriage cereamony -
was carried out without a.hitcﬁ and in the presence
of the necessary number of witnesses, The warder,
who was a gentle type and who d4id not wish to listen
to prisonéfé' conversations, did not even know what
had taken p&&ce. That night before we retire¢ to 6ur
cells Disrmuid Eynch made the announcement of his
marriage to his fellow Republicans and, of course, word
was duly conveyed t&-thethwernor who reported to his
superiors. -That night Diarmuid was taken from his
cell on the first stage of his removal to U.S.A,
Next morning Michael Brennan and: myself were summoned
before the: Governor and questioned. The: only result
of which I was sware, apart from the fact that Mrs,
Lynech: was able to follow her husband in due: course to
,-' America, was‘that the warder who was: present during the:
| visit was dismissed from the piisqn service, I was

told that the Republican suthorities got him employment.
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I was gelease&Afnom Dundalk Jail sometime in May
. ' 1918.  The possibility oflre,-arre-S-t in Dundalk or at:
. Amiens St. station, Dublin, was discussed by our
- Militsry Council, but it was decided that if I was not
t&keh into custody again at Dundalk that I shouldi travel
by train to Dublin. A month later McKeé,—Traynor and
others decided if they were hot re-arrested at Dundalk
Jail gates that they would entrain for Dublin and get
off at Clontarf or some other station so a&s to avold
the possibility of being teken prisoner again at.
Amiens St. under some D.O.R.A, regulation. I was not
interfered with at Dundalk or Dublin, but received a
great public ovation &t Amiens St. station. The
feelings: aroused by the passihg of thé:Conscription Act
. | and the pubiic actions andAensuing arrests of Volunteers
were the cause of such receptions of.prisoners on the
occasion of their release from jail, and marked a definite
" stage in the .consolidation of public appmovai'gnd.
support of theaqilit&fy and political aétions of the

Republican leaders.

Following my release I reported t¢ Richard Mulcahy,
then Chief of Staff, who ordered me to take charge of
the Second Battalion immediately.

r

Men serving \sentences in Dundalk Prison
A I

The following names taken from & book in which I
dbtained their signatures while I was imprisoned there
includes all but a few of the Irish Volunteers‘whoawere
then in that prison. (The prison was reserved for '

- . Irish Volunteers):
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Témas 0 Ruadh&in, Coillteﬁach, Muigheo, 1lst Lieutenant. -
Seaghaﬁ GVCorcaih (should be Corcorfin), Coilltemach.
- | Michefl 5}Braon&in,‘ﬁduutant,-Glare Brigade.
Jede Madig&n, Captain A Coy. 6th B&ttalioh, clare'Btigadeb
-Diarmuid Ua Lolngsigh. | |
’ ~ Miche&l Colibhet, Luimneach.
Seamus: Mae: an Airchinnigh, Iuimneach.
James O'Connor, Ballinderreen, Kileolgan, Co. Galway,
R. McKee:, Finglas Bridge, Dublin.
Sefn 0 Treasgigh, E. Coy., lst Battalion, Tipperary Brigade.
R. Emmet MacSuibhne, Ath Cliath.
Oscar MacTreinfhir, Ath Cliath.
Patrick Flynn, Quay St., Dundalk.
James Toal, Bachelor'S'Walk, Dundalk.
‘Peadar O Donnghaile, Dfin Dealg&in.
Vincent Hughes, 38, Emer Terrace, Dundalk.
Sesms O Néill & Cpaisil - Mumhan.
Benjamiﬁ Je Q'chkej, Lisgibbon, Bénsha, Co. ?ipperary.
 J§més Ledden,‘§;hefigk.
Toirdhealbhach MseSuibhne.
D. Lyons, Kanturk, Co. Cork,
T.,P. 0'Sullivan, Cork Battalion.
Michaei McKeogh, Ballyvalley, Killaloe, Co. Clare.
Michael‘Brady, TOmgfaney, co, Clare.
Martin O'Brien, Roughan, Kilnabéy, Co. Clare.

Eamon 0 Cathasaigh, Ruadhan, Coradh Finne.
: T7th Battalion, Clare Brigade.

Patrick O'Keeffe, Kahaska, Corofin, Co, Clare.

Joseph Dinan, Rathenamore, O%Gonnelloe, Killaloe, Co.Clare.
Thomas Ruane, Captain, Ballina. Co. Mayo. B

Sefin Ua.Braﬁaigh, Mainistir na Corran, Corcaighe.
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Michael Jos. Ring, Westport, Co. ﬁayo.

Liam J. Meol Shuth&in, Westport, Mayo.

- Tomés- MacSitric, Westport, Co. Mayo.
Stiobh&in O Hillearaid, Bsllyvoe, Doolin, Clare..
John Breen, Kiltumpery Kilmihil, Cb. Clare,

Se&n Ua Msoldomhnaigh, 5, Cross Roads, Thomond Cate,
. Limerick,

Michael Bustace, Thurles.
Tonks U&‘Foghludh&, 5, Castle ?erracé, Rock St., Tralee.
Marty Tubridy, Ballykett, Kilrush, Co. Clare.
Michael Noonan, Leitrim, Kilmihill P.C.
Seaghan Ua Foghludha, Tr&ighli.
Andrew J, Kerin, Ranna; Carron, Co. Clare.
ﬁichael Clancy, Ranpnagh, Cerron, Kilnaboy P.0., Co. Clare.
Earnfn de: Blaghd.
Proinnsias & Droighne&in (Frank Thornton).
. ' Frank Henderson, Dublin.

Names not in book above referred to -

' Ghristopher Lynch, Dublin (D Coy. 2nd B&ttalion)
Hughes, Dundalk (not Vincent Hughes)
Billy Atkinson, Dundalk (? Atkins)
James (?) Sexton, Eimerick (later shot deed. in Limerick
under mysterious circumstances
The: British Government had at this time, May-June,
1918, obtained the sanction of Parliament to its
00gscription Bill undef which the men of Ireland were
liable for service 1n thesBritish Army. The people
oﬁ;Ireiand were aroused to fever pﬁfch and public
. : - meetings: were held in every parish throughout the

country &t which resolutions were passed declaring
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that the enforcement of such an Act would' be resisted
by every possible mesns. Branches of an Anti-Cohscfiption
. ~ Orgenisatlon were formed all over Ireland and young men,
flocked into the Irish Volunteers. The sudden influx
of recruits gave the: Volunteers new responsibilities
mnﬁ duties: and the na;ion-ﬁide extént of the opposition
to Conseription made it somewhat easdier to carry out
training at the'beginning of the new turn of affairs.

_ At the same time the general golicy ﬁas to do the
treining and organising in such & manner as to attract
as little as: possible the%attention.oﬂ‘the:p&liceaspies,
and. to leave them with the: minimum of information in
regard fo leadefs, meeting places, methods of organisation
ete. Mbny_of the:“Conscriptioh Recrults®* proved

. unsnitable. - Some of them not having the;éonvictions
of the genuine Volunteers were unreliable. Gthers
were difficult to discipline, unwilling to undergo
anything that savoured of hardship:dr sacrifice of
leisure and comfort and naturally could not but feel.
it strange to be required to kéep tightly closed mouths
about Volunteer activities. However, many excellent
recruits:joine& up and remained in théir Companies
end gave of their best in the subsequent years,
while the unsoldierly men either fell away or were

weeded out.

Richard McKee, Oscar Traynor, Patrick Sweeney
and a few other Dublin officers and Volunteers: returned
) to duty in mid June 1918 after' completion of sentences
. in Dundalk jsil. | McKee left his civil oceupation,
that 6f comﬁositor, about this time, and became &
full-time officer, his position being Commandant of the
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Dublin Brigade to Wwhich was added - probably a year later -
. thet of Difrector of fraining, G.H.G. The work of the
- Dublin Brigade was now intensified under- McKee'
cnmnm.nd and officers:, N. c.a.s and men willingly gave:
) al; ‘their spare time to the various activities which still
wei-e mainly of th(? non-armed kind, '

Plans were prepared for the offering of armed
resistance to any attempt which the British Grovernment
might make to enforce: Conscription. Volunteers were
informed of the: general j&ntention'to oppose any move
of the British by a general flare up in which use of’
all available arms would be made and they were constantly

urged to be always: ready for any eventuality.

The armed opposition to Conscription D*ublir‘x‘ was
to be operated on what -w&s known as the: ‘*Blc;ck System®t.s
E'olldwing instructions from McKee I survéye& the: 2nd )
Battalion ares end listed the: blocks of buildings in it -
a2 block be:u;g composed‘of the houses or bulldings in a
gtreet which with the houses or other bulldings ¢éf the
streets, avenues;, or lanes at right angles end parallel
to it, form one isolated square or 'recttangle with four
unbroken fronts., Each block was intended,r,to be &
separate fort of resistance if the British were to
attempt a general move.;.nent in strength. The Volunteers
who resided in each block were listed and the most
siuitable _seiecte& for tak:lng commahd of the: block.
McKee informed .his l?attalibn Cammandants that 1t was
. | recognised that in Easter Week too many men had been
. | . kept together in small areas and that in the: next fight

they would resist within the blocks in smell parties |
- &s long as the buildings were tenable and would heve
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interior lines of retreat to agreed bases through
breaches: made in the inner walls of the houses. Every
step of the: British Military would: be opposed by rifle
fire and grenades; and an attempt t6 carry out
Conseription or any large-scale offensive action to
subdue: the ¢ity by force: of arms would be made: & slow,
tedious end costly operation.. . Difficultiés that had
to be overcome in the organising of the “Block System®
were mainly due to the fact that Volunteers dig¢ not ‘
always live in their own Battalion areas and also to
the tendency which was more general at that period than
in later years for families, especially where the
heads: of the houses were tradesmen or labourers, to
change their resddences. It is also to be borne

in mind: that Volunteers, no m&tterlwﬁere they happened
to live, were always anxious that they should go into .
action, not alone in their own Battalion and even
Company areas but also With the particular little group
in which they would‘have:their own aséociates.
Red:uiting was a matter of friends bringing along
friends for whom they could vouch and naturally little
groups of intimates resulted who gave: of their best
when together. These matters presented obstacles

to the organising of the system, but the spirit and

- discipline was so good among the Volunteers that they

wefe solved, sometimes by men leaving their residences
énd coming into their Battalion areas, or by evolving
special group mobilisation schemes for manning certain
blocks,  An order was issued at this period that any
Volunteer who was obliged to chénge his p&acg of abode
mast giveenotice beforehand. to his Company, and it was
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serupulously obeyed;-'-When‘the system was but on-
é&per and: matters such as: lines of communication, arms
centres, ete., deéided, the men in charge: of the bloecks
were advised§9f the parts they would have to take,

The system was worked: out in all the Battalion
areas and the necessary linking up of plans made.

It would be well at this point to record the
areas of the four city Battalions:

(a) The line of the: Liffey divided the 1lst and
2nd Battalions from the 3rd and Lth Battalions.
The 1lst and 2nd Bettalions: were on the: North side
and the 3rd and Lth on the: South side.

- _ (b) The dividing line between the lst and‘zﬁd
Battalions was O'Connell St., Cavendish Row,
Parnell SquareiEhst, ¥North Frederick St.,
Berkeley St., Berkeley Road, N.C.Rd. from
Berkeley Rozd to Doyle's (also known aé Dunphy *s)
Corner &t Phibsboro, Pﬁibsboro Road: from Doyle;s
Corner to Cross Guns:Br;dge5 Botanic Road to -
Glasnevin Village.  Everything east of that line
was 2nd Battalion area and everything west of 1t

. Was lst-B&ttaliop area; Santry, Howth etc.

‘were in the: 2nd Battalion aresa, Blanchardstown,
Castleknock ete. were in the: lst Battalion ares.
Previous: to the organisation of the Fingal Brigade
both Battalions could: extend into: north County
Dublin 1f it was found possible to organise the
units in the areas adjacent te the c¢ity.
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() The dividing line between the 3rd end L4th
B@tt&lions w&s;- Parliament St., Cork Hill,
o "~ Dame St. to corner of South Great George's St.,
| South Great George's St., Aungier St., Wéxford
St., Camien St., South Richmond St., Rathmines
Road, whence the line continued in a manner of
which I am not now certain towards Merrion.
As far as the city portion of the: line was
" concerned the eastern side was in the 3rd
Battalion ares and the western side in the lth
Battaelion area, and the: Battalions: were all
allowed to take in all the: territory on theiri

own sides of the line as far'as.they could.

Tt is possible that there are inaccuracies
' in the foregoing deseriptions; of the: Battalion areas
'_ . (esgecially in regard to the 3rd and Lith arees) and
the statements of the other Dublin Commandants shonld be
consulted. - o

In addition to the general plan on the: ®Block
System™ method it was also decided to seize ce;tain
pre»deierqiné& buildings at street intersections and.
corners: which would dominateéthe entry %o or egress from
the barracks: and other posts held In the city_by the
British troops.. At these points the first delaying
action would'be_t&ken and the enemy driven back L
temporafily to hisaharracks'or posts and held there for
as long &s possible, With this in view Brigade Commandant
McKee: spent several Sunday morniﬁgs from 10,30 or 11
o'clock until 1 or 2 p.m. examining the positions chosen
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and deciding on the spot the build-ings: th;at should be
occupled and the-‘general.tacftics: to be employed. |

- On these occasions he was accompanied by Thomas Byrne

(1st Battalion Commandant), Joseph O'Connor (3rd

Battalion Commandant) apd myself (2nd Battalion Commandant).
I think Peadar 0'Brien, Acting Commandant of the Lth
Battallion used aiso ‘t.o be present and sometimes there

were other officers whom I’ do not now remember.

Michael Lynch, thexi Vice Brigade: Coﬁmandént and later 0/C
of the Fingal Brigade was almost certainly preseﬁt.

The positions inspected which come to my memory
now are: - Junction of N.C. Road and Omanupﬁ Road
(South side of N.C.Rd.) and I think & position in
Marlborough Road! where there is an elbow. These
pos-itibné were mtenhed to dominate the. exit on
e ' Marlborough Road from Marlborough (now MeKee) barracks.
Although I am not Quite clear about it now, I Amagine
thils posit:l.on would have been ocenpied in c:onjunction
with a pos;ttion at: intersection of N.C. Road eand Aughrim
St. There was alse a position arranged for intercepting
an advance fr.oﬁ Broadistone Railway station which was
str;ngly held by British troeps. The British garrison
in the North Dubl.m Union was also attended to and on
the occasion of the i-econnaissance ﬁhere:. we were able
to make an intimate imspection of the sentry posts,
gua;'d rooms etc. through the co-operation of attendants
and nurses in Grangegorman Menf;a.-l Hospital and in
Richmond Hospital, the grounds of which adjoined the
f ' British position. The high grounds on the south side

| of the Eiffey in the gr.ounds of St. James's Protestant
- | - Church, ‘w_hich overlooked the: Royal (now Cc;llins:) Barracks
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was lnspected and was considered tao be of importanee.

My memory is not very clear in respect of other positions
- | but I em of opinion that Kingsbridge: Railwey station

was inspected and that the intersection of Dorset St. |

and North Frederick St. was considered tc be & vital

nnsition and that plans were made in relation to it,

I do not remember heving ever been on 1nspections of

posﬁtions on the eouth side of the city except the: one

above mentioned in James's St., although it is likely

that I was, . o | | |

Dﬁring'the periocd of the Conscription menace
Cathal Brugha went to London eand brought along with him
several picked men from the'Dublin Brigade for the
- purpose of shooting the British Min;eters the moment.
that & move Woui&‘be made to put into force the
Conscription Act. | As this expedition was explained to
me eefthe time by, Iithink,-Briga&ief=McK9e5 the
ehootieg was to take place in the British House of
Commons: when the Prime Minister, Lloyd ‘George, would
announce that the Act was law and that orders had been
iseued to groceed with carrying out its enactments.
Brﬁgha‘perSOnelly was to desl with the Prime.Minister
'and each of the other men was allotted a Minister who
was to be the object of his attack, Certain arr&ngements
were’to be: made for entering the House of Parliament
but 3 was told that it was found impossible to gain
admission or %o get‘neez=any.oﬂ‘ﬁhezBeitish Ministers,
. ‘ so extensive were ‘the preceutions taken, which' included
the erection of special barficadee:or wooden boardings
_- | around portions of the Parliament buildings and in

particular at the approaches to them where all persons
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entering would have: to pass. Brughs and his party

remained several months in London either until he was

- ‘convinced that the proposed act1on'wassimgnssible of

| achievement or thet. the: likelihood of the enforcement

of Conscription by the British had become remote.
Every member of this party knew that he would almest
ceftainly lose his life in the attempt to shoot the
British Ministers. I only remember the following men
of the 2nd Battalion as haviqg_gone‘to‘Londqn on this
expedition: - Murtagh of B Compeny (he was the eldest
.of & family who lived about Charlemont Road, off
Malshide Road. ﬁis younger brothers were also in B
.Gbmpany I think his Chrisﬁian name was;Peter.
He died many years ago). James Mooney who went to

- - New York about 1919 or 1920 and 1s, I think, still alive.
He lived in Fleet St. and was, I believe, a drapers
agsistant.  He was: probably a member of B Company 2180,
Michael MeDonnell, Quartermaster of the: 2nd Baftalioﬁ
and Peadar Clancy are: names that occur to me as probably

having been members of the party also.

" The Conscription phase of'the:?olunteer‘act}vities
_ lasted%untii the end of World War 1 in ﬁovember ;918A
when an Armistice was agree&.to‘in Europe by tpe
victorious§Allies.“-This event ﬁ§§ celebrated in
Dublin by the pro-British part of the population and
culminated in an &ttack by & mob led by Bfitish soldiers
from Portobello Barracks on the headguarters of the
Sinn Féin orgenisation, 6 Harcourt St. The 3rd
. o Battalion, in whose area Harcourt St. was, hastily got

T together a party to defend the:premises. Under the
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leadership of SeSn McMshon,.Vice Commandant of the
"Battalion, a spirited and unexpected defence: was put up:
- ' and the attackers were beaten off with sticks and
similar weapons after having suffered severe injuries
gnd having f&ilee to effect an entrance to the: house,
This mob hed intended to burn No. 6 Harcourt St.
but only succeeded in breaking some of the windows and
damaging the: front door.

In the meantime the: training, urgenising and
arming of tbe Volunteers continued. Men of the: more
ardent temperaments urged that they be given permission
to use: arms eéainstuthe British goiice and other
Inﬁeiliéence:agents;who conetently watched and follawed
'ective Volunteers, Discipline among the Wblunteers
however, was excellent and the 1nstruction$-from‘G.H;QL )
not to use arms untii such time: &s an oréer would be

issued wefe scrupulously obeyed.

In May 1918 the: British Government declared .
that it had discovered that the Republican Leeders had .
been in touch with the German military autﬂorities with
‘a view to obteining assistance for an armed rising
in Ireland. A sudden swoop was: made one night on the
known leaders and many of them were arrested. lThe
Hepublican Inteiligence=system organised ﬁy Michael
Collins within the police and other services of Dublin
Castle had begun to operate by this time, and it was
possible to warn a.certain number of the Republican
) Leaders in time to enable them to evade\capture.
- At later datess when the Republican Intelligence service
- at G.H.Q. had been perfected, it was possible ta have



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 | 43,

word of an intended raid by the: British conveyed to
Volunteer officers and men who were llkely to be rounded
- _ up. I was myself warned on twWwo occaslons: late at night - .
| at midnight or after it - of impending raids. Peadar
Clancy on the first occasion and Richard Hegarty .
(brother of the: Director of Organisation) on the second
‘were the bearers of the word from G.H.Q. When curfew
was: imposed such warnings were: not possible of being
given, but by then everybody hgd to make his own

safety arrengements and choose carefully the place where
he w®ould: remain at night. ' |

The Republican organisations hadl been .declared
illegal by ﬁhea British and penalties had been pﬁblished!
for membership of .them. an'lf;-th Augu_srt‘.,— 1918, Sinn

' Féin meetings, protected by armed Volunteers were held .
in the open at several places in Dublin - and I think |
throughout the: country - .and a Republican proclamation
was read in d’efiance_sz of the British edict. The: 2nd |
and other Dublin Battalions provided parties of armed
Volunteers for the purpose of 6};@051:15 any attempts i:y
the British to interfere with the reading of the
Proclamation. -

~@Gne of the prominenf Republicans afrés:tedi at
this period was Laurence Ginnell, M,F. He 'ha-d been a
member of the: Iriéh Parliamentary Party and had decided
to cease attending the British Parliament when the
7@031:--—19]16 Republican effort was being made, and, although
now adva:-nce&l in years, had thrown himself most
] enthusiastically into the new attempt to achieve the '
- ' independence‘ of Ireland. It was decided to rescue him
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. ‘ while he was beling conveyed.from Mouﬁtjoy Prison to the
police cou;ts, in the ®Black Maria". The holding uﬁ
of the prison van and %he releasiné and conveying to-
safety of Laurence Ginnell was entrusted to the 2ndi
Battelion. Charles Saurin was appointed to be the
0fficer in Charge of‘tﬁearescueaand gs he was geverely,
but unjﬁstly, eriticised afterwards by some of the men
uﬁder his command and by mény of his fellow Volunteers
for not effecting Ginnell's releaée, I feel 1 shouid

record here.the details of the event,.

Richard McKee: instructed me as Commandant of the:
2nd Battalion to appoint an O0fficer for the rescua.
G.H.Q. were concerned about the effect that any undue
- excitement or any rough handling might have-on Ginnell
who was an old and feeble man although one 6f the most
enthusiastic workers in thesRepublican movement.
1 wag;, there£0re,'ordefed to choose carefully an
officer who would either carry out the attempt or hold
back his men at the last moment in accordence with a
signal which he would receive on the actual spot
selected for the rescue from a G.H.Q. observing officer.
" Reluctance on the part of G.,H.Q. to risk the teking 6f
life at this period also influenced,theenatura of the
orders which it was impreséed-on me were to be obsefved
on this occasion. Accordingly, I carefully coﬁveyed
G.H.Q. instructions to Saurin and impressed on him the
paramount importance of restraint in the. event of his

" not receiving the agreed signal to act,
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.The place chosen for the attempt by G.H.Q. was
that portion qﬁfthe N.C. Raad~outsiqe.thé entrance to
- j Mount joy Prison and extending to the corner of Berkeley
Road, - Theareaéon for this was that the British, as
& preca;u'b.'.;onary measure, had alternative routes for
conveying Republican prisoners to the coﬁrtS‘; thus
the: Blaeck Maria® might either proceed by Berkeley Road
or o;er Blhcquie;e canal Bridge and thence by Phibsborough
and Constitution Hill on'bj the: longer route past
Phibsborough Church and wia Grangegorman Road. . The
important part of G.H.Q. orders was that the attempt to
intercept the: ®Black Maria® was not to be made uniess
and: until a siénal was madé by & G.H.Q. officer who would
be standing on Blacquiere Bridge. “An important
observation to be made here is that at that time
Blacquiere Bridge was much higher: than it is'ndw,
and: a person meking a signal frdm it could be easily

seen from the roadway at Mount joy Prison,

G.H.Q. Intelligence were informed of the day and
hour éf‘Ginnell"S'removal in the “Black‘Maria” qnd
the Volunteer party was in position in time - about Q a.m.
The signal was never given by the G.H.Q. Officer (who
I think was to have been Richar@.Mulcahy - I_am not, |
nowever, certain, although I knew at the time) and,iof
‘course, the resecue was not carried out, much to the
c?agrin of the Volunteers. The prison van toek the
long routé via Grangegorman Road and the rescue could have
been successfully made by a few men 1nﬁthe secluded |
portion of that roed. I was never toid»why the signal

for the rescue was not given, but 1 felt that the age
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and infirmity of Ginnell entered largely into the matter,

The Battalion heédqnarters at Qlonliffe Hall was
attracting the growing attention of the: G.Men or |
Deteétives;of'nublin Castle. It was frequentedfby.the
Yolunteers every night of the week ahd on Sunday mornings.

. An attempt to raid it was made by'é.largezfoféeeof
policemen in lorries, but Wm. Byrne, an officer of E
company who was in chargezof.the:Volunteers in the hall,
had taken the precautlion of closing and.securing the
gates of the avenue leading to the position, and thus
foiled the raid and ensured that the: Volunteersahaﬁ
time to escape. A second attempt-by the Eolice’was N
successful as the gates had not been-closed.on this

. .occasﬁon and the lorries were: able to drive right up
to the Hall., Some of the Volunteers escaped through
the'grounds=of'Clonliffe College, but a large nn?ber of
them, members of B Company, were arrested. Following
this raidi, which probably tock place in the winter of
1918, the Battalion Council decided to abandon the_use
of Clohliffe Hall., Through the co-operation of Mrs,
Margaret Bucklgy rooms In the premises of the: Irish .

. Women Workers" Union at 42, North Great George*s St.
were rented and used by the Companies of the Battalion.
Care had to be taken not to attract undue attention
from the: British authorities, and at the same time to
conceal the nature of the activities:of the Volunteers
from some of the:Uhion Committee who might have been
either alarmed or unfriendly. These premises were used
until thé Black and -Tan pﬁase:oﬂ the struggle: and were

.- - again usedﬁdﬁring the_Trﬁce. Premises in North Summer

St., No. 33 (?), which were formerdy a school were for
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a period used by the Battalion also.

Accounts of the happenings of the period mention
that a Convention of the Irish Volunteere,was held in
Blackhall Flace in Gctober 1918. The‘venue referred to
is the Colmeille Hall, which belonged to the Colmecille
Branch of’ the>Gae11c,League and was: extensively used
both before and after the Rising by the: Volunteers.

J am not quite clear about this Convention. I remember
that one was arranged but that the venue had to be
altered more: than once as the British authorities had
become aware that it was ‘about to be held. Fleming's
'Hotel G&r&iners Place, and the Abbey Theatre come ”

to my mind as alternative meeting places hastily
arranged but I cannot say where the Convention was finally
.held or ﬁhether I was bresent or formed part of’the
protective force but I was on duty in'some-capacity.

I recollect attending a Convention'which I believe was
the*last one held until after the Truce: and which met

at 25, Parnell Sguare (then the:Heedquerters of the
Gaelic League and now portibn_of Coléiste Mhuire:
Christian Brothers). This may havezbeeh the: 1918
Convention but I am inclined to think that 1t was held
in the Autumn of 1919. Michael Lygpch, Vice_Comman&Snt,
Dublin Brigede, and Joe MeGrath, Commandant of the Lth
Eattalion, Hublin‘Brigade, are the only delegates whom

T remember being present.

| Michael MeDonnell, Quartermaster of the 2nd
Battslion, reported to me.abOutLlate summer in 1918
that Tom Burke of C Company (Iater‘Captein of that
Company ) who wes employed as & checker on the Great

Northern Reilway &t Sheriff St., Dublin, had informed
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him that a large consignment of gelignite (and probably

detonators) was expected to arrive by rail at Sheriff

- St. in the. near  future. Great secrecy was being
maintained about the consignment and great care taken
that none but a very few of the ‘railway employees would
knoﬁ enything about it. Tom Burke was in & position to
see: the advice notes and! arranged to convey wdrd‘x to
Michael McDonnell in time for a raid to be's.organjised.
I told McDornell to pick hism men, give me an outline

~ of his plan and to be ready to move swiftly.‘ After a
rather long delay during which it looked as if the ' |
gelignite was not golng to be -conveyecl by rail, Bﬁrke
brought word one evening that a railway wagon had
arrived full of wooden boxes of the explosive. ' The
-bo:_cé_s nad been unloeded into one Gf the goods sheds

and w.as' to lie overnight there with one solitary D_.M.P.
éohstable, who was unarmed, protecting it. MaBonnéll's
éﬂ.an was to enter the railwasr yard after d.‘érk with a ‘F
party of Volunteers by scaling the walls in Orietht.',,
which would be then practically devoid of traffic: or
pedestrians, come silently on the: policeman and quietly
remove the b;:xes to walting Volunteers ove'r the wall
in Oriel St. The men enga-.gedi.we:re mainly of E Company.
I cannot now say how many men there were on the raid |
but the pumber- of boxes waé so gi'eé.t that a large number
had to be hobilised. The coup wWas a complete success
although the removal of the boxes by hand and the
transferring of them over the wall -took a considerable time.
It wouid be: 1mpossible. to say nrow what guantity of |
exploslive ;!as captured - but it was very great - and the
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British militery searched the north east of the city
extensively for several days; before they abandoned their
- : attempts to recapture it. None of the gelignite was

ever recovered by the: British.

Shortly after the capture of the gelignite I
obtained information régar&ing some military stores
_at the North Wall. As well as I can remember they
were rifles bélonging to a military post at‘the-
premises near Guild St., then known as the "Belfast
Bozt"™ shed. These were duly captured, dhmpédw safely
and éventu&lly distributed. —

Tﬁese two captures from the British authorities
were the first in Dublin since-the'ﬁising. The |
ecapture of the geligniﬁe especially caused & great
sensation and served as a starting off point for similar
activities in other Battalion areas.

éhortly after the end: of World War 1 in November
19i8, the: British Parlisment was dissolved and -arrangements
made for.thelholding of & General Election in what was
then termed by thg:British the: United Kingdom. The
’campaign was cdonducted in Ireland with the most intense
vigour and enthusiasm by Sinn F&in, which declared that
its: successful candidates would not attend the British
?arliament under any circumstances but would, if they
secured a majority of seats, meet in Ireland as the
Parliament of an 1ndependent Irish Republic. Sinn
Féin achleved a sweeping victory and completely routed
the Irish Parliamentary Party, which was pledged to

atteﬁdance at Westminster and the meagsure of freedon
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known as “Home Rule*. The Volunteers in Dublin and
all over ;he countr} played an important part in the

- cempaign, which lasted about three weeks from about the
last week of November to the second week of December 1918,
Interference: with public meetings, ﬁith individusl voters
and with ballot boxes both by the BritishlGovernment and
the Irish Parliamentary Party hadi occurred on former
occagsions less important than this, and it was of
supreme importance to take protective measures, In the
area of the 2nd Battalion in.Dublin there was an
additional feason'for making éertain that there would be

“neither intimidation of voters: nor concealment of the
true ballot -~ as one of the Republican candidates there
wes: Richard Mulecahy, Chief of Staff., The Battalion
established its headéuarters:at 3% North Summer St.,
from which it supplied parties of Volunteers to the
different divisions of tﬁe area when the necessity
arose, On the conélusdon of the polling,armed parties
of Volunteefs egcorted the béllot boxes to the counting
centre at Bolton St. Techniecal Schools. Parties of
Volunteers alsc remained all night as guard over the

boxes and were présent during the counting of votes.

In the midst of the election campaign Richard
Coleman of Swords, Co. Dublin, who had been sentenced
for his participation in the Rising and who had been
arrested and sentenced on a chargé arising out of the
East Clare election in 1917, died in Usk Prison in Wales.
The VolunteerS‘decided to give him a public military
fune}al. Word waaAconveye@:from the ‘police authorities

that marching in military formetion would not be
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permitted'&nd they were let know that thg-WOlunteefs

were‘determined.to pay fitting hohour to their deceasea

v comrade,  Preparations: were made by the Dublin Brigade
to meet with force any attempt bj the British authorities
to stop the public parade through the streets of Dublin
in military formation or the firing party at Glasnevin
Cemetery. Tension was high'as;the ﬁobilisation began
early on & Sunday morning early in December 1918. |
Officers and men with important duties were on parade
in Pgaise St. before 8 o*clock a.m. The general
*fall in" was probably 10 a,m. Drenching rein fell

all day. The parade wes led by Richard lcKee, |
_Brigade Commandant, and the Battalions were in regular

- military formation. Armed parties: - thé arms were:
revolvers: and automatic pistols - were with every

. ' Company . The eitizeﬁs of Dublin turned out in great

" numbers to witness the funeral and pay their respects,
Notwithstanding great apparent activity on the part of
the British authorities everything pas&ed off ﬁithout
interference until the Wblun;eers, having paid the
last honours at ﬁhe graveside, wWwere preparing to march
back to the(citxa At this point information was -
received that the police in great force: hed formed across
the road at Cross Guns Bridge and had intimate& that if
the Voiunteers,attempte& to mgich back to_the eity they
would be prevented by force. Word wes sent back to the
police officer in charge that the:Volunteérs intended
to march back from the cemetery and would not brook

-- any interference. As well as T can remember now

an appeal followed from the police officer that the
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situation be reconsidered, a.ndr- he was told that after

a. short period, ten or fifﬁeenvminﬂtes perhaps, the

- | column would march to the city.whéther his men were
across the road or not. In the meantime Richard -McKee
obtained the key of the Prospect Avenue gate: of the
cemetery - & gate which was ounly opened on very rare
occasions - formed up the column in Prospect Square
and then proeéeded via St. Teresa's Road, Bbt&nig Road,
Tona Roadi, Drumcondra, Bofset'St.-to G*Connell St.,
where the parade was dismissed by Richﬁr&.Mulcahy.

~ Whether fhe‘police were aware of McKee's manoeuvre or
not I cannot say, but in any case they'made no attémpt
to follow the Volunteers, and it wes generally believed
that tne officer in charge was relieved that he had
been outwitted and very pleased that & clash had been
averted, Whether the police were prepared or not to
stand fast 1f the Volunteers had marched back by Cross
Guns Bridge there is no doubt that the Volunteers were
in no mood: on that Sunday afternoon to yield to the
threat of force, and if there ﬁad.not been the
alternative route back to the city they would have -
pressed their way forward no matter what the

consequences would have been.
1919:
The year 1919 ushered in a new phase in'the
struggle, An overwhelming majority of sests had been
. obtained by Republicans in the. General Election in

December 1918, and the representatives thus elected -

or rather those of them who were not under arrest or
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otherwise impeded by the British met on alst January
and established D&il Eireann, the independent Parliament
- | of Ireland. The Declarapion of Independence was
issued apd responsibility taken for the conduct of the
struggle against Eﬁgland. This placed the Irish
Woluﬁteers»in a ﬁore secﬁre,position from the point of
. view of justification for their activities in the eyes
“of the nations of the world. The meeting of the
deputies of D&il Eireann was held under the armed .
protection of the Volunteers suppliedi by the Dublin
Brigade. The protection consisted of small parties of
men (in their ordinary attire) carryiﬁg revolvers and
automatic pistols and perhaps & certain number of band
grenades, There were also small parties of scouts who
were on the alert to observe and report any’activity
on the part of the Crown Forces which might precede
interference: by theﬁ. -Although the British Forces
214 not gttempt on that day to suppress D&il Kireann the
renewsl of the armed struggle may be regarde&.as
coinéidiné with the inaugural meeting of the DA&1l,
On the very night of 21st Jannary‘l919, after a day of
intense exbectgncy, the Dublin Béttalions received orders
to “*stand to“'Lnder arms immedismtely and to be prepared
" to receive further orders which might possibly be an
all-out clash of armé on & pnation-wide scale, later
communications revealed that the action at Soloheadbeg,
Coe Tipperary, had taken place and that G.H.Q.
Intelligence Department had been warned that Martial Law
for ihe wholé country was being contemplated by the
British Authorities. In the 2nd Battalion area the
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order w&s_receivéd probably abouf 8 p.m. The Companies:
formed into sﬁ#ll groups which assembled in selected
- - houses in the area; 1nter—commun1cations-betwean the
groups were established and a&ll possible preparations
made, E'hadlmi'hea&qu&rters with some other 2nd
Battalion officers in a,hoﬁse at Bessboro Avenue,
North Strand. This: house was either the residence of
Paddy ﬁaly, Captain of B Company, or of Vincent Byrne
(later of the Active: Service Unit), It was possibly
midnight or after it before we:receive&.orders to
dismiss as the immediate danger had passed. From this
day forward clashes increasing in size and importance
cccurred between the Volunteeps and the British police
and military in many counties. In Dubliin city
éggreséive action by small groups: which struck and
disappear&d quickly began to take place at irregular
intervals as opportunites presented themselves or as
certain tasks were carried out for G.H.Q. In the
beginning in the city these groups although armed had

orders not to shoot unless it was absolutely necessary.

The President of the Republic, Eamon de Valera,

. wasg a prisoner in Linc?ln Jail, Englénd, at the time of
the General Election in 1918 and of the establishment
of D&11 ﬁireann. He escaped in February 1919 along

_. with Sefn McGarry and SeSn Milroy. In March influenza

' was widespread through the Jails in England and Pierce
McCann of Tipperary, a member of the D&il, died..

" After McCann's death the British released all the
REpublicgn pfisoners. It was then decided to give the
President a publie welecome back to Dublin, and to pay
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“him at the entrance to the city the ceremoniel honours
which had some years earlier been paid to the British
- . Soverelgn. The Brigade recelved 6rders ﬁo parade: for
the occasion. Meanwhile G,H.Q. Intelligence received
word that the British authoritiessreg&rded this as a
public challenge and had decided to use all available
forces to prevent it. British officers in their

; messes had openly declared that at last "the fighfing
r&cef was going to be wiped out, 4 British oﬂfigér:s
batman (a war-time Vedumteer not then demobilised) who
occupied rooms in thé same house in which I was then

"1living and whom I &i&énot suspect of knowing &ﬁything

! B of my affiliations, told my wife more than once on

the morning of the day appointed for the: President®s

reception that there‘waﬁ no doubt but tﬁat somethiﬁg

in the nature of a massacre was contemplated that

evening, We took this as a friendly warning which I

passed on in due course to Brigadier McKee, who
informed me that G.H.Q. had already decided to csll off
the parade, The ceremony accordingly did not take

place.

During the First World War the British
established & military aerodrome at Gormanston on the
site which the present Irish Army training camp occupieé,
but soon discovered that the air conditions rendered

| it unsuitable. Experiments revealed_that the:
Collinstown dlsﬁrict could supply &ll the requirements
of an air force and, accordingly, they acquired & site
there and esteblished an aerodrome. This site has since
been extended and developed and 1sf1nternationally known
as Dublin Airport. Collinstown, which is to the west
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bﬂ‘tpe main Dublin-Swords rbad at Cleghran, was then
unknown to practically everybody except the farmipg
- . people who lived in its néighbourhood; Narrow
winding country lanes led to the site from Dardistown
Cross. TIn 1918 and: 1919 the British were carrying out
éxtensions to the bulldings and the airfield, and
hundreds of Dublin city and count& artisans and ;abourers
were employed there by the civil contractor who hed
been appointed. A large number of these - carpenters,
electricians, labourers etc. - were Irish Volunteers
belpnging mostly to the First Batt&lipn, Dublin Brigade,
and to the_unit recruited in the Finglas area. The
latter unit was at the time under the special care of’
Michael Lynch, Vice Commandant of the Dublin Brigade,
* ‘who later became Commandant of the Fingal Brigade,
Tom Byrne, 0/C lst Battalion, reported to Brigadier.
McKee that some of his officers who worked at the
aerodrome had asked permission to raid@ the guard-room
| and selze the rifles and other military equipment.
They. believed this éould be: successfully done as they
had madé themselves thoroughly conversant with the
aerodrome, the guard-room and sentry_pdsts;and the
military routine of the British Force. Patrick Holohan,
then a,COmpany Officer in the 1lst B&ttalion and at &
later date Commandant of that Battalilon, was one of
thése who argued keenly that the'raid be carried out.
He ﬁad observed the e&senti&l pointa'during‘his.dailj
_ " work at the serodrome and reported clearly and
- o intelligently the details. He was;, as well as I can‘how
" remember, placed in charge 6: the operation when 1t was

eventually attemptéd. There were, of coufse, other
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officers; of the First Batteslion engaged in the raid
but I cannot call them to mind now.

When Brigadier McKee: received: Commandant Byrne!'s
report he perceived that the proposed operation would be

& large scale one which, if successful, would yield most
‘ .

satisfacmory.results in the form of arms, ammunition
and military equipment and of prestige. He: saw that
owing to the distance of the>m111tary post from the

city, transport, a weak arm of the: Brigade at that time,

would play a vital part. It was: also apparent that
the removal of the captured material and the covering
up of tracks: were going to present difficulties,

Motor drivéfs as well as cars were scarce at that date,
The country lénes=1eading to and from the aercdrome
were narrow and the surfaces of them were soft. One
way traffie only would be possible. McKee deciﬁe&f
that the raid would.be undertaken and that the oberation '
would be csrried out by the First 3attaiion, which
claimed 1t as its ";]ob"1 but he ordered that detalled
plans were to be submitted to him and that on no

account was any action to be taken until his: approval
w&szobtained. There followed several months of
piahning and postponing owing to unfofeseen difficulties,
which at one period seemed as if they would nullify

all attempts at solution.

. In the very beginﬁing GeHeQ+, ®who had been
informed of the projected raid, on account of its
magnitude ordered its postponement. I was told 1n
later years.by Michael Lynch that the President of the
Republic, Eamon de Valera, who had escaped from Lincoln
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Jafl was stayfng in a house in the: nelghbourhood of

Collinstown andi that: the: activities of the Briﬁish

- following the proposed operation would be in danger of"
resulting in his recapture.. A house in some other
district hadi to be: arranged for the Président before the

raidi conld be: sanctionedi.

As the reid was to take place in the Fingal area
and as arrangements would have: to be made with the Finglas
Company to provide dumps for some at least of the booty,
that Unit had to be iﬁfprmed. The: question then
arose: as to the participation of the Finglas men in the
raid and of the sharing of the captured rifles ‘and
ammnition. The: resultant inter-unit discussions were
so unsatisfactory that McKee threatened to entrust
the carrying out‘ of the operation to the 2nd Battal ion.

Eventually this question was resolved and the
Pirst Battalioh successfully raided the aerodrome,

" In the meantime the plans were examined by McKee at the
Brigade counc‘il., Every detail was carefully gone into,
weak points observed and remedied or altered where
necessery. One: matter which it was feared might:
endanger the: suécsess of the raid was the presence of &
number of specially trained dogs at the entrance to the
militarfr post. Tpeﬁ;e dogs were: reported to be "man
eaters® which would dev_oui' any strangers appro&cl:ling
the po;at-. They were also supposed to sta:ﬁ; loud
bé;yiing at night-time if other people than the mempers
of the military post were about. It was decided to

_ poison these: dogs, and_ this was one: of the first steps

» T to be taken immediately prior to the: rald. In the

actual event these dogs did not prove to be an obstacle
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but I forget whethen*ﬁhey were actually poisoned.
At any rate, the men who ﬁere selected to deal
with them had cultivate&Atheir'friendship
‘beforehand and%weré able to approach‘them wifhout
causihg any noise that might arouse suspicion

in the minds of the garrison.

McKee: nimself arranged the: transport
through, I think, Liam Gullen, a member of the:
an'Battaliéﬁ who was engaged in that business.
The latter's: brother, Volunteer Owen Cullen,
"drove one of the cars and distinguished himself
by successfully owercomiﬁg the danger of ‘

- recapture of portion of the rifles and ammunition
| following the: breakdown of one of the cars.
The road surfaces were: wet and muddy near the:
aerodrome: and the cars Were driven away for a

few miles in the opposite direction before
actually taking the pre-arranged routés, thus
frustrating any attempts to follow themlto‘their
desmin&tibﬁs, The capture of thg guard was
achieved without difficulty, the men in the
guardroom beling sﬁrprised and boqnd;. The

others were also taken unawares.

The raid took place late on the night of
the 20th March, 1919, probably about 10 o'clock
Delle .Seventy-ﬁive rifles, bayonets and éets of
eguipment, 6,000 rounds of ammunitlion and portion
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| of an seroplane were: captured without the firing

- | of a single shot. The captured material was |
all safely conveyed to pre-arranged dumps and was
never re-captured, All the men engaged were

safely withdrewn when the raid had been completed.

. The Collinstown raid had an important
bearing on the subsequent course of eéents.
It provided what was then & large addition to
the armament of &2 poorly equipped army. It
shbwed what could: be done_by dbte:mination.

1 careful pianning; théesmrictest disciplinem.
absolute secrecy and faithful execution of:
every detail of eorders. Its success was an
encouragement to all units of the Volunteers

- tﬁroughout the country to look for sim;laf

targets.

At a later date when it was realised
that rifles were: not, except upon exceptional
occasions;, suitable for use by the I.R.A. in
the type of warfare that developed in Dublin
' elty, most of these rifles, as well as those
captured at the North Wall and other places,
were transferred to country Brigades which |

wefe in urgent need of them.
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Barly on Saturday afternoon, 29th March, 1919,

- - twenty Republican prisoners, mostly members of the Dublin
Bfigade, escaped from Mountjoy Prison. Friendly warders
had been the channel of communication and the plan of

- escape had thus been arranged between the Volunteer officers
outside and the prisoners' leaders inside, I cannot now
recollect all the details;, but at any rate at a signal given
while the prisoners were at exercise in the prison grounds

\ near the wall at the canal side the warders were overpowered
and the men swarmed over the wall on a rope ladder which had
been thrown over from outside. Peadar Clancy occurs to my
mind as have been the officer in chérge,on the outside.

The men who scaled the wall were met on the outside by
fellow Volunteers, along.with whom they hurried along the
canal bank to the foad at Drumcondra, mingled with the
passing erowd and were brought to pre-arranged houses where

- they lay low for a while. This escape was successfully

carried out almost without attracting the notice of any
citizens who happened to be on the streetis near the prison

et Drumcondra or Glasnevin.

In addition to periodic swoo?s on the residences of
known Volunteers and other Republican workers, with the
object of Jailing or interning &s large a number as possible,
the British authorities had organised an intelligence
system in the city which was growing in strength and
effectiveness. Volunteers weres watched by members of the
Dublin Metropolitan Detective Division - known as the “G"
Division - and information was being carefully'gathereé in

. regard to active Volunteers and their meeling places, and
| leaders especially were being noted. The activities of
. | the better known of the "G" men were well known to the
ordinary Volunteers, but‘the G.,H.Q. Intelligence Department

{ organised by Michael Collins was receiving detailed
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accouptg of the work being doﬁe by the le55=we%l-known and
the unknown of both the "G" men and of the civilian spies.

- Up to April, 1919, no action haé been taken against those.
engaged in this hostile intelligence system, but at that
date orders reached the Brigade‘Council to take the first
-step towards breaking down what was threatening to beccme
a most effective weapon in the hands of the enemy when he
would decide the attempt to disrupt the whole movement .
The initial action carried out by the Dublin Volunteers was
the seizing in suitable places in the Battalion areas of
the lower ranking police detectiv;s who were doing the minor
spying on the Volunteers. In all the Battalion areas
these junior detectives were rounded up on the same night
close to their homes or lodgings as they were returning

- from duty, taken down gquiet laneways and beaten until they
solemnly_promised to take no further part in such |
treacherous work against their country's effort to regain
ffeedom. They were told that if they did not keep their
promise they would be shot, but that they would not be
prevented from doiqg detective work against criminals.
This action had the desired result and drove in the outer
ring of police spies. The 2nd Battalion, which I then
commanded, received, as did the other Battalions, a list
of the names of these detectives who resided in its area

and carried out the duties assigned to it.

The next step ¥n the breaking ub of the British
Intelligence system was a more drastic one. Brigadief
McKee told me that the Government of the Republic had sent
written notifications ﬁhrough the posf to the higher ranking
detectives of the "G" Division in Dublin, who wefe employed
on what was termedr“ﬁolitical work", that they would be

shot without further warning if they did not immediately
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cease collecting and suppl&ing to the British authorities

information which would be of supreme importance to them in

- the offensive which it was known that they were organising
with the object of wiping out at one blow, if possible, tﬁe
whole freedom movement. Detective Smith who disregarded
the warning sent to him was the first detective to be
‘executed. He was particularly active in observing.and
reporting on the 2nd Battalion. Between ten and eleven
o'eclock on a night in July, 1919, he was returning to his
héme in Millmount Avenue, Drumcondra, and was shot as he
passed over the Tolka Bridge at Drumcondra. Detective-
Hoey was shot one night in the following Septembér at the
entrance in Townsend Street to the Pearse Street (then
Great Brunswick Street) Police Barracks. At intervals

- afterwards others were executed, including the well known

" Johnny Barton" Wholhad been an efficient criminal

detective and ﬁho had only undertaken "political work"

after the Republican Government had beéun to exact thé

death penalty onuehemy intelligence personnel. Barton

was.warned when he commenced his spyihg but did not heed

the notices sent to him.

The executions of the detectives were not carried
out directly b& the Battalions. Selected men from the
| Battalions, who ﬁere known to have strong convictions in
regard to the moral aspect of suéh'action‘and ﬁo possesé
the necessary coolness and nerve to carry it into effect,
were ordered to report to the Intelligence_Department and
they received their instruétions from that Department.
. | This was the beginning of the group of men who becéme
" known as "The Squad". They wére d;rectly under G.H.Q.
orders - in practicé under G.H.Q. Intelligence Department

orders. In the beginning they were not detached from
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thelr Battalions and were available for the after-working-
hours duties of their Companiea. This gave rise to a
certain amount of murmuring in the Companies as the '
difficulty of "dual control™ became apparent and occasionally
caused discontént conséquenﬁ on the selected men being
absent from Company duties or to have been in action without
their N.C.0's or officers knowing anything about such
matters beforehand. However, this matter eventually
righted itself when these special men became whole-time
soldiers and it was recognised that their particular duties
and the hours at which they would ﬁave to be prepared to go
into action necessitated organisation on linés other than

those then provided by the Company or Battalion.

i ' The methods adopted by G.H.Q. to deal with the "G
Division of Dublin Castle were later extended to_civiliaa
spies who were unknown to the ordinary Volunteers. The

’ result was that the traditional spying systenm of the
British authorities in bublinwas completely dastroyed.
The British had to build up & new system which never
functioned as effectively as that which had been destfoyed,
and while it was being organised the Volunteers were able
with comparative lack of interference to complete their

preparations for meefing the next phase of the struggle.

Ddil Eireann had been established as the Government
of the Republie. The Department of Defence had been set
ﬁp with Cathal Brugha as Minister for Defence having
responsibility for ﬁhe Volunteers. It was decided to
publicly declare them to be the Army of the Republic and
orders came fram G.H.Q. that every Volunteer would be
required to take an oath of allegiance to Ddil Eireann,

the Government of the Republic. To the great majority of
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the Volunteers this presented no difficulty as such
procedure seemed to be quite natural and necessary.
Hitherto a Volunteer had simply undertaken to carry out

the orders of his superior officers and had not been

 required to swear allegiance or take an oath of any kind.

Those who were members of the I.R.B. had, of course,
already sworn allegiance to thﬁt organisation and some of
them Were-temporarily confused aﬁd hesitant until the
I.R.B. issued instructions that the oath to Ddil Eireann
could be taken by its members. ‘

As Commandant of the 2nd Battalion I administered
the oath of allegiance to Ddil Eireanﬁ to most of the
Companies of that Battalion, the Vice Commandant, Oscar
Traynor, taking my place in the case qf the Companies
which I could not reach in the time laid down by G.H.Q.
From this time forward the Volunteers were officially the
Irish Republican Army and Dfil Eireann, the Government of
the Republic, accepted responsibility for thelr actlons.
This took place in the summer of 1919.

Together with Joseph O'Connor, Commandant of the
3rd Battalion, and Oscar Praynor, Vice Commandant of the
2nd Battalion, I was appointed by Brigadier McKee to be
one of three judges of a Republican Court to decide é
civil criminal case. This took place at the time when
thege Courts ﬁere in-the coursé of being formed and it
must pave been one of the earliest held in the country,
and I beliefe that it was certainly the first held in
Dublin. - I cannot now fix the date. The whole
proceedings were conducted by members of the Dublin
Brigade under the authority of Ddil Fireann. The judges

were informed that a man had been arrested on & charge of

rape and that he was being held prisoner in the basement
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of the house No. li4 Parneli Square which was the property.
of the I.R.A. This‘particular house had been purchased by
- _ the National Volunteers who were controlled by John
Redmond, and Colonel Maurice Moore had, I believe, handed
the deeds which were in his possession to either the Dublin
" Brigade or G.H.Q. sometime after the Rising, probably when
D41l Fireann was established. .The arrest had been made
by SeuﬁaS‘Kavanagh of lst Battalion who had been made
responsible for the custody of the prisoner pénding the
assembly of the Court. As the British authoriﬁies had
closed the house under D.O.R.A. regulapions, it had to be
entered without attracting attention and allrproceediﬁgs
were‘conducted in the basemeﬁt. There was practiéally no
furniture in the house and the judges and officials as well
as the parties concerned had to sit on improvised seats.
Brigadier McKee administered an oath to the thrge judges
before the trial began, and he remained during the hééring
.in virtue of his positioﬁ as Brigadier and for the
purpose of-réporting the case to G.H.Q.' Pead&r.Clancy'
was also present and I believe was responsible for the
protection of the Court‘against hostile interference.
All parties concerned having agreed to abide by the
decision of the Court, the judges examined the accused and
the other parties who had been summoned to give evidence.
The Court took a certain view in regard to the case, but
'as it was thought it would be well to obtain expert advice
on the moral side of the question iﬁ was agreed to defer
announcing a decision pending consultation with a clerical
authority. The prisoner was set at libérty on his
undertaking not to leave the city and the'judgés,
) , accompanied bﬁ Brigadier'McKee, called on a priest of a

certain Order and asked his opinion on the moral issue
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involved. The priest in tdrn'conéulted a colleague who
was:; an expert in matters of the kind and who agreed with the
view taken by the Court. The decision of the Court was

then made known to the parties concernedlin the case.

This case was, as far as I know, the only civil case

in Dublin tried by military officers.

As the first anniversary of the Armistice of 1lth
November, 1918, was approacﬁing, the British authorities in
Ireland announced that great preparations had been made for

a triumphal military celebration through the streets of

_Dublin. It was to take the form of a parade of the

British forces who would march from Dublin Castle to
Trinity College grounds. Lord French who was a Field
Marshal of the British Army and who had been appointed

- Viceroy and Military Governor of Ireland was to be in

command of the troops. Lord French, either previous to
this date - 11th November 1919 - or shortly after it, had
addressed some Coﬁbanies of loyalist Boy Scouts and had
urged them to take their part in the effort to exterminate
the members of the Sinn Féin and Republiéan movement whom
he conmpared to “vgrmin“. His appointment héd heraided

the starting of“a campaign of ruthlessness on the part of

' the British. Republican G.H.Q. decided not to let the

oécasiog pass without making the strongest poésible
protest. The Dublin Brigade Council discussed plans for
shooting Lord French during the parade;_ One of the plans
discussed was the placing of a rifleman in a room at the .
top of the building, No. li-5 Westmoreland Street, to which
access could be made without. attracting notice with thé‘
ald of one of the occupiers of a suite of offices. From

the window of this room it would have been possible to
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- éhoot Lord Frénch as he passed into Trinity College from
College Green} Protective measures for'the rifleman and
his line of retreét were discussed. Finéily it was
decided that simultaneous attacks on the troops during the
'parade would be made by small parties armed with revolvers
and possibly hand grenades, and that a special effort
would be made to shoot Lord French. I was ordered to
select an officer of the 2nd Battalion and place himbin
charge of the proposed operation. Accqrdingly I
instructed Captain Sedn Meldbn 6f C. Company to prepare to
carry out the attacks on the parade. This operation was
called off by G.H.Q. on the morning of the paradé, Captain
Meldon feceiﬁing the cancelling order direct elther from
Brigadier McKee or by despatch from G.H.Q. The 1st
Battalion had been entrusted with the task of éeizing on
y ' the spot, and immediately destroying, all photographic
plates or films of the parade. .Cameras were not to be
damaged if it were possible to avoid doing so. This
operation was thoroughly and succéssfully carried out.
Film and plates were taken out of the cameras of the
photographers éngaged by Irish and English and other
newspapers and cinema companies and were destroyed.
Captain Sedn Meldon, who had made all preparations for the
carrying out of his orders, feii into bad health in the
following year (1920) and died after a rather protracted

¢ illness.

During a raid on No. 76 Harcourt Street, the
headdﬁarters of D411 ﬁiqeanp, early in November, 1919,
Richard McKee, Commandant of the Dublin Brigade, was
*- ' arrested with several others, one of whom was Diarmuid
O'Hegarty, Director of Organisqtion of the I.R.A. On the

occasion of this raid Michael Collins made a daring escape
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by getting on to the roof through a skylight and entering
the Standard Hotel - three or four houses away - from the

- roof of the hotel also through a skylight. Where

| Collins made his entry to the Standard Hotel, he was over

the well of the staircese and he was obliged to swing
himself c¢lear of his perilous position at the same time as
he released his hold of the skylight opening. He then
walked out into the street and proceeded to another
Republican office to resume his work. NcKee was sentenced

. to two months imprisonment.

During McKee's absence in Meuntjoy Prison, Michael
Lynch, Vice Brigadier, took his place as Commandant of the
Brigade. Durihg this period, i.e., on 19th Decemﬁer,
1919, the attack at Ashtown on Lord French, Lord Lieutenant
| of Ireland, took place. Lieutenant Martin Savage of D.
e ' Company of the 2nd Battalion was killed in this attack
' which was unsuccessful. This operation was a G.H.Q. one
and the Battalion Commandants had no knowledge of the
preparations for 1t.- Lieutenant Savage and other members-
of the 2nd Battalion acted as members of "The Squad! on
this occasion. Captain Patrick Daly, 2nd Battalioe, and
possibly Tom Keogh, also took part in the attack, Others
were Seumas Robinson and Dan Breen. Shortly afterwards I
knew the names ef-all the participants in the Ashtown
attack but I cannot now recellect any others than those I.
have named. Lieutenant Martin Savage was an asslstant in
the provision business of Kirk, North Strand Road, and he
lived over the shop. Immediately after the rald Tom
Keogh, anticipating a raid on Hr. KerkK's premises by the
British as soon &s they established Savage's 1dentity,
hurried to the shop on the North Strand Road, went to

Savage's room and removed any of his belongings that were
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. of a military nature or that might give a clue to‘hié
associates. Keogh was only just clear of the premises

when the British forces appeared.

There were some slight murmarings in the 2nd
Battalion against G.H.Q. for iaking away a member of the
Battalion.wit#out notification. It was felt that:the
capture or death of a Volunteer - especially of one of
officer rank - might have serious consequences, such as,
the seizufe 6f documents or arms, When the inevitable raid
on his residence occurred. If the operation were planned
by the Battalion, it would have béen a routine matter to
see to such precéutions beforehand. However, the timely

. action of Tom Keogh relieved the tension on this point.
_ Some officers of the Battalion, however, expressed their
, dissatisfaction with the decision of G;H.Q.'not to organise
. & public funeral for Martin Savage and pay him military _
honours (aé had'been'dane iﬁ the case of other Volunteers
who had died since the Rising in the service of their
country) but to allow his relatives to take his remains
away quietly for purial in his home town. Oscar Traynor,
who at that time was either Vice Battalion Commandant or
Captaih of F, Company, made—a strong protest and Sedn
Russell, Captain of E. Company, refused’to parade for a
period. However; these matters guickly became righted when
McKee was released and resumed his command and the offensive

against the British armed forces gradually developed.

My recollection of G.H.Q. attitﬁde in qonnection
- ) with'the removel of the remains of Martln Savage 1is that
Richard Mulcahy, Chief of Staff, addressed the Brigade
Counecil, of which I was a member, and said that G.H.Q.

had. decided that we would not march through the streets
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of Dublin in military formation after Martin Savage's
remains, but that we would pledge ourselves to carry on to
the end against the British armed forces_the\fight in
which he had given his life. 'We-ﬁere also told that while
we should not unnecessarily leave ourselves open to
detection or arrest, we could be present at the Broadstone
railway station on the morning that his remains would be
taken by his relatives to his home on the West coast. It
is necessary to state here that Savage's remains were not
handed over to his relatives until laté on the‘night

before the early morning departure for the West.

As Commandant of the 2nd Battalion I addressed the
Companies of the Battalion - including D. Company,
Savage's Company - on the night before the removal of the

Temains. My impression was that the Companles accepted

G.H. Q.'s decision and, recognising that the armed fight
was about to recommence, silently vowed to regard their
fellow soldier's death as an occasion for the strengthening
of their determination to be stéadfast no matter what the

odds:.

With my brother, Leo Henderson (Vice Commandant,
ond Battalion), Patrick McGrath, Quartermaster, D. Company,

Richard Healy, Lieutenant, D. Company, and several other

" members of that Company I was present at the Broadstone

Station when Savage's remains were entrained. We stood

to attention and saluted és the train moved out. _

On one of the days immediately after the death of
Lieutenant Martin;Savage the tIrish Independent' published
an editorial in which it referred to him and the other

I.8.A. soldiers who took part in ‘the attack on Lord French

as “murderers“ or "assassins®. At this date I cannot, of .
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. _ course,'call to mind the exact words that were used, but
the référence to the men who took part in the attack was
more than a disapproval of what they ﬁad attempted. G.H.Q.
considered that the article was a gross reflection on the
men engaged in the national struggle and an invitation to

B the British to treat them as e¢riminals. Action which took

the form of a raid on the printing'works of the
'Independent; newspaper and the émééhing of vital machines
was ordered és a warning to the.proprietors, and the
proprietors of all newspapers, that such unpatriotic
comment at the height of the fight for freedom would not be'
tolerated. Michael Lynch who was Acting Brigade
Commandant (in the absence of McKee who was serving &
sentence in Mountjoy Prison) organised this action. Men
of the Brigade who were compositors and printers took part

. and advised as to the most vulnerable parts of the plant
and the best methods of demolishing them. Patrick MeGrath,
Quartermaster of D. Company - Lieutenant Savage's Company -
was a compoéitor by trade and at the time of the raid was
employed by the 'Independent' newspaper. I.fhin; he was
actuéily working in the pressroom on the night the plant

waé:put out of'action.

Thus as the year 1919 was drawing to a close the

I.R.A. offensive was gradualiy developing in Dublin, and
the men of the Brigadé had reached the stage of
organisation and training at which they were prepared- to
take the initiative in resuming the fight commenced in
1916. 1In fact, as I have tried to show, they had already
struck in some instances and were on the alert for the

. ; carrying out of further orders. Perfect discipline had
been established and, notwithstanding the natural

impatience of the more ardent natures, everything that was
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done was éarerlly planned and action was only taken when

authorised by the appropriate officers.

During the autumn of.l9l9 McKee had arranged for the
instruction of the officers o{ the Brigade by organising a
series of leptures and demonstrations. Thgse usually were
held on Saturday eVenings and, as all the Brigads officers
were on these occa51ons assembled together under one roof
he decided to arrange for their protection by the N.C.O's
of the Brigade. Accordingly a ring of N.C.O0's armed with
'révolvers and hand grenades was formed around whatever
premises was selected for the'insfruction, énd the N.C.O.
in charge on every occasion had orders to open fire on any
attempt to attack the: officers’' meetings and to delay the
- : enemy advance until the officers were warned and in a
position to defend themselves. The officers attending
these courses of instruction were armed and had orders to
engage any party which might attack them. The meetings
were held in different places on both north and‘south sides
of the city. One of the places was the Plasterers' Trade
Union Hall in Exchange Street, within a few hundred yards
of the main entrance to Dublin Castle. The meetings
sometimes were held in a house in James's Street which wés,
I believe, the propefty of the Cosgrave family and was
used by the lth Battalion. None of these officers’
meetings ever attracted the attention of the British.

McKee himself, Commandant J.J. 0'Connell and others

delivered the instruction to the officers.

A number of young men from different parts of the
country who were being trained as National Teaéhers in 5t.
Patrick's College, Drumcondra, had joined Companies of the

- 2nd Battalion. Towards the close of 1919 or in the early

part of 1920 these were formed into an Officers' Training
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Corps and received special instruction, most of which was
given in the grounds of St. Patrick's College. Manj of
these men took prominent parts later in the fight in the’
native counties. One of the.names that occur to me in

this connection is Christopher (later Doctor) Macken who
became an officer in Mayo or Galway. Cscar Traynor was

mainly responsible for organising this Corps.

In Dublin ﬁhe year 1920 was ushered in by
manifestations of the hardening of the I.R.A. campaign,
including the continuing of attacks on those engaged in
endeavouring to contimue the British Intelligence s&stem'
or to :e—organise it bn improved lines. Richard McKee,
released from ﬁountjoy Prison in January, 1920, led in
person on the night of his release an aﬁtack on a train .
.containing military stores and'ekplosives proceeding to
the west guarded by a party of British soldiers. For
some time the Dublin Brigade had been waiting for
information as to the transport of these stores by rail
from Dublin. On the evening of the attack, Tom Ennis
(E. Company, 2nd Battalion, and later Commandant of the
Battalion) who was employed in the goods depot of the
Midland Great Western Railway, North Wall, obtained
information that the removal of the military, etc., would
take place about eight‘o'clock p.m. -that day. He got in
touch as soon as he could with McKee, who got an attacking
party together hastily and launche& the attack on the
train at Newcomen Bridge, North Strand. It was one of the
few attacks of this kind that failed, and the reason
undoubtedly was that, owing to there not being sufficient
time to plan the action properly, an unsuitable spol was
selected for the hold up of the train and the attempt to

fcépture the explosives and arms.

Alarmed by all the evidence of growing I.R.A.
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strength and daring in the pro&inces as well as in Dublin
city, the British military authorities introduced curfew
regulations in Februafy (1920) for the city of Dublin.
Under these regulations citizens were ordered to remain
indoors and keep their houses in darkness from midnight

until 6 o'clock a.m. Later the orders were issued making

~the commencing hour of curfew 10 o'clock p.m., and during

the most intense period of the fighting 8 p.m. The
penalty for being caught by the military or Black and Tan
patrols on the streets during the prohibited hours was
arrest and possible‘dourt-martial, with the added grave

risk-of being shot out-of-hands.

Abput midday on a Sunday in the opening months pf
l92b,‘one of Guinness's steamers on croés-channel service
was raided and about a dozen rifles'and revolvers which
were in the cabin removed to a 2nd Battalion dump.
Information was conveyed to the Battalion by one of the
crew who was a member of G. Company. The steamer was
docked at the Custom House, right under the eyes of a
British military guard. The I.R.A. party, in charge of
Oscar Traynor, walked quietly aboard in tqu&and threes
and, aided by the accurate information given by the G.
Company Volunteer, held up the sailors on board and
seized the arms in the space of a few moments; A motor
car seized at Croke Park, where an important match was
being played, was driven up by Pat McCrea and the arms
were transferred to it and conveyed safely to the dump.
This actioﬁ was just one of many which were carried out
all over the-city‘at this and later periods, éccordipg as

information was obtained and plans made.

Robert Barton had escaped from Mount joy Prison on

St. Patrick's night 1919.' He was later recaptured and
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. courtmartialled in ngru&ry‘l920. A party of the 2nd
Battalion under Captain Pat Sweeney, F. Company, attempted
to rescue him on the day following his courtmartial.
_Informatioﬁ had béen received that a Black Maria with
"Barton inside would pass through Berke}ey_ﬁoad at a certain
hour. The 2nd Battalion party blocked the road at

Mount joy Street and Nelson Street by running out a car with
a long ladder on it when the Black Maria appeared, The
British authorities had, however, anticipated an attempt at

rescue and had sent the prison van on without Barton.

About this period'G.H.Q. decided to seize British
civil and military mails and thus secure valuable
infofhation as: to projected measures againsﬁ the_I.R.A. and

- Republican Governmeﬂt, the reports of sples, etec. In
Dublin a very successful raid and cépture of "Castle Mails"
took place in the early stages of this feature of I.R.A. ‘
offensive. Intelligence agents reported that at cértaip
times thé'Dublin Castle and other British:official
corr35pondence was called for by a military party at "The
‘Rink" in the Rotunda Gardens which had been used since
Easter 1916 as the sorting office of the ¢.P.0. The
capiure of these on a-qertain morning was entruéted to the
2nd Battalion and the Battalion selected Oscaf Tfaynor_to
carry out the operation which was timed for about 8 or 9
a,m, Before the-Britishlmilitary party arrived at the
gaﬁe on the west side of Parnell Square, at which they
received the mails, the I.R.A. p&rt& bad entered from the .
eést side and, using the chutes which convéyed parcels,
ete., to the sorting and despatch department, had descended
- : like ®"bolts from the blue" among the astonished P. 0.
workers and. had captured and put into a motor van at the

entrance the offiecial correspondence which was duly
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deliveféd to Republican G.H.Q. officers. Later during

that day Paddy Daly brought .me word that one of the G P.0O.
staff was boasting that he recognised Oscar Traynor as the
I.R.A. leader that morning; This man was duly called on
at his residence and warned that he would have to keep his
mopth shut. Needless to say he was thoroﬁghly frightened

and gave no more trouble.

G.H.Q. issued orders in April, 1920, that the
offices of all the Income Tax collectors in Dublin were to
be raided and all documents in them burned. Nany of
these were in the lst and 2nd Battalion areas on the north
side of the city.. - The 3rd and Lth Battalions alsoc had
many of these offices-to deal with. All—the Battalions
struck at the same time - about 7.%0 p.m. on a certain
Saturday in April, 1920. The half dozen or so offices in
the 2nd Battalion area, as well as those in other areas,
were entered without attracting motice, the documents
heaped in piles in the rooms, sprinkled with paraffin oil
and burned.

Tpe foregoing are only some of the outstanding items
of the I;R.A. offensive in the 2nd Battalion area up to
April, 1920. B&ids-for arms, captures of documents and
other varied. and unexpected acts of aggression of lesser
magnitude continued to be successfully planned and carried
out. The British were unable to cope'with these
activities but initiated raids on the houses of known
I.R.A. men and soon had Mountjoy and the other pfisons
throughout the country full of I.R.A. captives. This:
action of the British was countered on the I.R.A. side by
the men who were at large going "on the run" (in the city

this meant staying at night at the houses of friends who
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would be above suspicidh'byrthe British) and inside the
jails;by_hunger strike, refhsél to obey orders and the
breaking down of cell doors apd_walls. Hunger strikes,
fqllowed by releases of prisoners, rearrests after short‘
periods and further hunger strikes, culminated in April,
1920, in a great public outburst of sympathy, organised
, publicrmeetihgs and protests, mass recital of the Rosary
and other prayers outside the gates of Mountjoy.Prison.
The resentment of the citizens increased as prisoﬁers who
had collapsed were borne out to hospitai on stretchers and
as it was learned from the men in hospital and from
-friendly warders that walls of the cells had been breached
énd the doors smashed in the wings of the prison where the
AI.R.A. men were., These things were done under orders of
the I.R.A. leaders so as to ensure that the men would 5e
in communication and could not possibly be locked into
their cells and thué prevented from acting in unison.
The British authorities sent.strong forces of military in
lorries and armoured cars to keep ﬁhe crowds from
approaching the prison gates. Reports were received at
Brigade H.Q. that the attitude of the military had been
menacing andrprovocat;ve on severa} occasions and that
there was a danger of the people being fired out.
Aécordinély the, 2nd Battalion, in whose area Mount joy .
Prison was, was; ordered to prepare to send armed  protective
parties into the crowd which would assemble on the North
Circular Road at the outer prison gates oﬁ the day of the
gengral stoppage of work which ﬁas being organised. I
was: in charge of these measures and my orders were.{(a) not
to allow the I.R.A. parties to be provoked by the jeers or
threéts of ﬁhe_British:military and to restrain, as far as

possible, members of the crowd from provokihg the British
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. _ ' military, (b) to fire on any members of the‘British forces
who.might fire on members of the populace and to be
preﬁared to prevent by force qf arms any attempt to ill-
treat members of the populace. The spirit of the orders
was restraint uniess‘fire was opened by the British or |
serious violence was used toward the péople. This all-
Ireland stoppage of work was called to protest against the
imprisonments and to demand unconditional releases. All
work was suspended in Dublin and in large centres
throughout the country, and the 2nd Battalion (and probably
the other Dublin Battalions -also) were on duty in the
vieinity of the prison continuously during the day of the
strike. Some of the parties of British military were
aggressive and threafening, and there were‘times during the
day when it looked as though clashes would occur. ‘The
. _Volunteers carried revolvers in their pockets and were ready
to draw and use them should it be deemed necessery. I
think that a few hand grenades were also carried. The day
ended, however, without a shot being fired, although at
times British soldiers stood up in thelr lorries and aimed'

- their rifles menacingly at the crowd.

On the day following the General Strike the British
Government released -the prisoners unconditionally.
Previous releases had been conditional on men returning to
‘prison after periods deemed sufficient to allow them to
regain their health after hunger-striking, although the

Republicans had not accepted that condition.

. ‘ About May of this year (1920) Brigade Comméndént
MeKee told me that the Republican Government was about to
intensify the strﬁggle and that some important appointments
to higher positions: in the Army had been decided by
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G.H.Q. I was to be taken'from.the 2nd Battelion,
transfefred to the Organisation Department; G.H.Q., and
made Director of Organisation in the course of a month or
two when I would have become familiar with the work of that
Department. The position would pe a whole time one and I
would succeed the present Director of Organ;setion,
Diarmuid OtHegarty, who was also Secretary to the
Government end whose duties hed-become too onerous for him
to hold both positions. Oscar Traynor, Vice Commandant of

the 2nd Battalion, was to be appointed Vice Brigade °

Commandant in succession to Peadar Clancy who had filled
the latter post for a few months and was about to become
Director of Munitions. Peadar Clancy had replaced Michsel
Lynch as Viece Brigade Commandant a few months previously
when Michael Lynch had been appointed Commandant of the

. Fingel‘Brigade, with Leo Henderson as Vice Commandant of
the laﬁter Brigade. As it is sometimes stated erroneously
that Peadar Clancy was: Vice Commandant of the Dublin Bfigade
at the time of his death (November 1920), I would like to
record here that I can definitely state that he held that.
position only for a short period of two or three months and
that Oscar Traynqr, who succeeded him, was appointed Yo the
position about May, 1920. I am not sure what appointment
Peadar Clancy held at the time of his death although I met
him frequently at G.H.Q. in the period May-November, 1920,
but I believe he was Director of Hunitiens and that he was

probably also attached to G.H.Q. Intelligence Department.

I accepted my new position when 1 was assured by
Diek McKee that G.H.Q. had recommended me as the most
sultable officer for it and that the Mlnister for Defence
had accepted their recommendatlon. I was further told

that I was belng appointed over the heads of two officers
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N ' in the Department of Organisation who had long experiehce
of the work of the Department’but who were not being
promoted. I was ofdered to,hoid mysélf in readiness to
resign from my civil occupation at the shortest possible
notice to my employer and that I was be called on ﬁo do so in
the. course of a couple of months. All this was coﬁfirmed
by the Director of Organisation, Diarmuid 0'Hegarty, when I
.reportéd to him'in due course for instructions. Later in
“the course of my work I came across the carbon copy of the
recommendation to the Minister for Defence in regard to the
promotions of Oscar Traynor and myself. My reasons for
mentioning this are that I was never appointed Director of
Organisation and that an officer of the Department who now
became junior to me has occasionally been mentioned as
being Director of Organisation at this period. This
. officer, now dead, and myself were good friends and
sometimes worked together during the period I served in

the Départment of Organisation.

Sedn Russell succeeded me as Commandant of the 2nd
Battalion, Tom Ennis taking his place as Captain of E.
Cbmpany. Sedn Mooney was probably appointed Vice

Battalion Commandant at this period but I am not certain.

Departﬁent of Organisation:

I have already given May, 1920, as the approximate
date of my transfer from the 2nd Battalion, .Dublin Brigade,
to the Department of Organisation, but I have since come
across a reference to the raid on the temporary G.P;O. at
the Rotunda Rink and the seizure there of Dublin Castle

* mails and the date is stated to have been lsth‘July, 1320,

T believe that I was Commandant of the 2nd Battalion at
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the time of this raid, which was carried out by a.party of
that Bgttalion under the command of Oscar Traynor whom I

- had selected for it after consultation with Brigade
Commandant Richard McKee., Whatever the date may have
‘been, I served in the Department of Organisation until
about a fortnight after the burning of the Custom House
when I was transferred back to the 2nd Battalion. My
return to the Battalion was thus about the second week of

June, 1921.

My work in the Department of Organisation was
1c6mpletely different to the active exhilarating work of the:
2nd. Battalion, whére one was in constant association - often
for almost twenty-four hours a day - with comrades of all
ranks and where there wés visible-at every moment the
courage, the faith and discipline of trained men ready to
strike a blow at any moment or make any sacrifice for the
advancenent of the cause. There was no lack of these high
qualities in the Department'- from the Director and the
Organisers spread throughout the country down to the
typists and office assistant - but the work was of a
routine kind and, as far as I was concerned, was: done for
the most bart by oneself in the back room of a "dump"
between the hours of leaving off one's private éccupétion
and the commencing hours of the curfew imposed by the

British military.

Diarmuid O'Hegarty was the efficient and energetic
Director of the Department. He had offices on the second
floor of No. 83 Middle Abbey Street, over the offices of
Miche#l G Foghludha (Foley Typewriting Co.), in whose name
- _ the two rooms comprising the Department's offices were

rentéd, where he attended daily during the usuwal hours of



Military Archives Cathal Brugha

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 83.

- - business and transacted the'secretarial work of his two
posts of Secretary of D£il Eireann and.Director of
Organisation of the I.R.A. Diarmuid 0!Hegarty used these
offices continuously until aboﬁt a month before the Truce
in July, 1921, when,, as a result of an enemy raid during

" the night time in the céurse of which some documents were
captured and much-destruction'was done to the rooms and
furniture, he was obliged to move to new premises which

were secured at No. 9 Lower O'Connell Street:

The Director was assisted in his office by a ybung
lady who.was tﬁpiét and clerk (at one period I believe
fhere was a second young lady, in order to cope with the
volume of clerical work and typing) and a young orderly

. who was & member of Fianna Eireann. The orderly was Sedn
Harling and, needless to say, both he and the lady typists
were trustworthy people who could be relied on not to
speak about the nature of their duties. Evéry évening

one of the lady typists took away in an attaché case the
important current documents which would be required on the
following day and brought them to the office again the next
morning. Sedn Harling or myself usedlto take away to the
ﬂdumpm those no longer required. This was done to avoid
Eaptuﬁe!of the documents during a possible night rald by

the British Forces.

Eamonn (Bob) Price sometimes worked in the offices
and in the “dump;w of the Depaftment, but his duties in the
Department were more often outside Dublin. ‘Michedl §
< Loingsigh.- later of D4il Eireann translation staff - also
did some of the clerical work pf the Department for a short
time after my transfer to it, but he was soon taken over

entirely by Ddil Eireann.
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. The Department-also had a number of Organisers who
moved about the areas:of_some_of the country 3rigades and
were responsible for provisionally appointingtthe Brigade,
Battalion and Company staffs, advising the area Commanding
Officers, transmitting and explaining to them}the orders of
G.H.Q., strengthening the lines of cemmunicatioﬁ and. getting
the less active units into the field. Some of these
Organisers were men who had lost their civilian occupations
following their participation in the 1916 Rising, and some
hed joined up subsequently and had volunteered for this
type of work. Some of them were en the I.R.A. pay roll
according to the particular circumstances in their different
cases. Among the principal Organisers were:‘ Peadar
McMehon (later Secretary, Department of Defence) who
operated mainly in the Kildare area, Patrick Merrissey,
- originally of the Lth Battalion, Dublin Brigade, in the
| Athlone area, Patrick(?) Kavanagh in the Arklow (and
perhaps North Wexford) area, Earndn O'Malley in the
Kilkeﬁny and Tipperary areas. Communication with the
Organisers was maintained by their periodic reporting in
person to the Director either at his office or at an
agreed address in Dublin (such as, the Gaelic League
Headquarters at Parnell Square, the Keating Branch of the
Gaelic League at Parnell Square, etc.), or'through the
ordinary postal service which was, of course, at that time
a British Government service. The system by which the |
postal service was used to convey despateches to I.R. A.
Organisers -was simple and, as far as 1 am aware, it was
. perfectly satisfactory. A communication for an Organiser
(or for an I1.R.A. officer in the country) would be
typewritten in the Director's office on official printed
notepaper, put into an enveiope bearing the assumed name

of the Organiser - for example, Patrick Morrissey was
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- *Mr, Thom(p)son“ Barndn OtMalley was "Mr., Stewart™ - the
latter being then enclosed in another envelope addressed to
some business man or official in the locality where the
Organiser operated and posted in the ordinary way. The
business man or official whose name was on the outer
envelope was a reliable sympathiser, often a member of the
I.R.B., who had agreed beforehand to deliver any inner
packets so recelved by him to the Organiser or I.R.A.

officer.

l My roetine work consisted of report;ng daily during
my dinner-hour'to the Director and receiving documents' and
instructions, reporting again to him in the evening
between 5.30 and 6 o'clock, or at some other ‘time in the
evening before the end of business hours that I could ;
menage, and then going to the "dump" after my tea and
working on the documents until.qear curfew hour. When
curfew hour was 8 p.m. I used go straight from the
Director's office to the “ddpp", or sometimes from my place
of emplofment,'and work there until it would be time to get
to my home or to the sympathiser's house where I slept.

The work in the "dump".was the examining of Brigade reports,
which were furn;ehed en printed forms, arranging for
correspondence or visits where activdty or organisetion
appeared to bergetting lax, investigating complaints, etc.
Documents when dealt with were filed in a press in one of
the "dumps" so as to be easily accessible when required or
removable at short notice if it was considered advisable
for safety reasons. }Jla secend'roon1 in the ™dump" were
filed documents of Ddil Eireann; and occasionaily I‘

- : received orders to convey certain of these to. Diarmuid

O'Hegarty. The Director himself only came to the “dump“

when certain documents were urgently needed and nobody
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.. else was available. Besides the Director, Eamonn Price
and myself, the only other person who came to the "dump"
was Sedn Harling, the Department orderly, and he ffequeﬁtly

. came during business hours to deposit or remove documents
on orders of the Director. It often occurred to me that a

~great risk was run by keeping so many important documents
in one place, as the name of almost -every I.R.&. officer
and the strength and other details of his unit as-well as
mach ather vital information were recorded in them.
However, great care was taken in the use of the “duﬁp“ and

- it was never ;aided, although on one éccasion hoﬁses on
both sides of the street were entered by the British Forces

and the house next door was searched.

. | . ~ As well as the routine duties of the Department, I
frequently interviewed Organisers and I.R.A. provincial
officers along with the Director and attended consultations
with other G.H.Q. officers. Occasionall§ I attended
special meetings of the officers of a Dublin Battalion and
travelled at week-ends to provincial Brigade areas to
conduect inguiries into their organisation and activities,
or preside at eiections or appointments of Brigade staffs.
There were also the "Yodd jobs" which frequently turned up

. when an officef, as in my case, was in close association
with G.H.Q. officers in the evenings at such plaées as
Vuaghan's Hotel, Keating Branch of Gaelic League, No. 43

Parnell Square, etc..

The following are some of the ﬁon-routine duties
- which I carried out during the period of approximately one
year duriné which I served in the Department of
Organisation. For the whole of that period I waslin a
civilian occupation but had orders to hold myself in

readiness to leave it and take up the whole-time position
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notice.

Leix Brigade:

At one of the bank holiday week-ends - probably at
Whit - in 1920 I received orders to proceed‘to Portlaocighise
to preside at the election,'or'appointment, of the .
Commanding Officer and Staff of the Leix Brigadé. I nas
briefed in advance as to whom G.H.Q. would consider the
most suitable officers, and alsq those who were likely to
be recqmmended by the officers of the Battallions attending
the meeting. I had authority to make appointments myself,

if necessary, for subsequent ratification by G.H.Q.

I was given the name and address of the Brigade
Adjutant'whom I was to contact on my arrival at
Portlaoighise. He was Martin Lynch, fornerly a member of
C. Company, an Battalion of the Dublin Brigade, and &
veteran of the RlSlng. It was fortunate that I knew
Martin Lynch because the officers of the Brigade were
expectlng that Eamonn Price would be detailed to conduct
the business of the meeting, and strangers arriving in
Brigade areas looking for I.R.A. officers at the time Weré

likely to be regarded as British agents.

- Martin Lynch lived on the Dublin Boad, just where
the main road from Dublin enters the town. We completed
arrangements on Sunday evening for the meeting to be held
at the house of Frank Gowing of Kilminchey on the ‘

. following morning - Monday. I slept at Lynch}g house on
| Sunday with one or two other members of the Brigade, and
- met the Battalion officers the next morning at Gowing!s

‘

farmhouée at Kilminchey, a mile or so north of Portlaocighise

on the main road from Dublin.
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. ’ The oplnions of G.H.Q. and of the‘officérs of the
.Battalions_coincided in the main concerning the most
suitable Officers to command the Brigade and fill the
positions on the Staff. Of the appointments made I

remember:

Brigade Commandant - Michael Gray

Vice Brigade Commandant - Thomas: Brady
(of Lalor's Mills)

Brigade Adjutant - Martin Lynch
Brigade Quartermaster - Frank Gowing
Brigade Medical Officer - Dr. Thomas 0'Higgins.

Laurence Brady, brother of Thomas, was also present
and, I think, was appolnted Commaﬁdant of one of the '
. | Battalions.. It is, however, possible that I have confused
their respective &ppéintments. Dr. O'Eiggins had joined
the I.R,A. on his return frpm servicé ﬁith England in
World War I. His appointment was_popular‘and was

recommended both by G.H.Q. and the Leix officers.

After the appointment of the Brigade Staff, I
exhorted the Brigade_Commandant and his officers to get
into action against the British without delay and to keep |

up the pressure on all enemy forces.

During that morning and all during the meeting,
lorries full of Black and Tans were_passing'through
Portlaoighise which is on the main Dublin-Curragh-Munster

road.

. South Kildare Brigade:

During the hungef—strike of Terence MacSwiney, Lord
Mayor of Cork and Commandant of IList Cork Brigade, an order

was issued by G.H.Q. to all Brigades that, in the event
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- ' of MacSwiney being kept in prison and dying as a result of
his protest, a number of members of the enemy police force
in each Brigade area ﬁere to be shot immediately. All
members of this force had already been outland by a decree
of D4il Fireann. Some Area Commanders had asked G.H.Q.
to be allowed to substitute some other form of action, such
as, an ambush, aﬁtack on convoy or barracks, etc., but
G.H.G. insisted on the order being carried out as originally
issued. I was .instructed to visit the South Kildare
'Brigade which, I was told, had refused to-obey the order.
This Brigade was one which had carried on very little
military activity, and my'directions were to attend a
specially convened meeting of the Brigade Council to hear
what the officers had to say and to relieve of their
commands those officers who were unwilling to make every
- : effort to comply with the general order. Accompanied by : -
Christy Byrne, an officer of the Lth Battallon, Dublln
Brigade, and Vice Commandant later (if not at the tlme) of
'.that Battalion, I went by train one Sunday morning in
September or October, 1920, to Mageney Station and wgg
driven thence by officers of the South Kildare Brigade to

Castledermot where the Brigade Council met.

All but a few of the officers said that the police
remaining in the ares were friendly, that they received
information from them in regard to enemy movements and
inténtions, and that gnder such circumstances thgy were
unwilling to obey the order, some giving it as their
opinion that.the proposed action would be murder. They
were quite prepéred to carry out different types of |

. ' operations, such as, ambushes of convoys, attacks on and
destructlon of enemy posts and communlcatlons Although

I felt that the statements made by the officers were



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

90,

sincere, I had no alternative, my directions bheing to insist

on an absolutely literal acceptance of the G.H.Q. order and

to inform them that I was aunthorised to dismiss them there
and then from_their_commands for non—aéceptance. One of
the officers present, Eamonn Malone, stated from the
beginﬁing that he was willing to accept G.H.Q. orders
unquestionihgly, and I appointed him to the command of~the_
Brigade, with the immediate task of re-organising it and
getting_it into action on a more extensive scale than

formerly.

This visit was a most unpleasant one for me, as 1

knew I was expelling from the I.R.A. some men, including

.Eamonn Moran of Ballysax, who had been for many years the

standard bearers of the Republican movement 1in South
Kildare. Appeals were subsequently made to G.H.Q. by the
dismissed officers, but I was.not in.& position to know"

with what result.

Wicklow Brigade: .
In February, 1921, I was ordered to visit the

Brigade Council of this unit. There had been practically
no military action taken in the Brigade area by the unit,
and my instructions were to appoint officers from among
those whom I met in my week-end visit who would appear to

me to be likely té take the offensive in the counﬁy.'

G.H.Q. suggested a: young officer who, it was believed, would
be suitable to take command of the Brigade, re-organise it :-
and‘commehce hostilities. I cannot recali his name now,
although 1 placed him in'charge of the Brigade.. His name
was something like Gearon and I heard in after yeais that he
had joined the Gdrda Siochdna when it was.formed, Chrlisty

Byrne of Glenealy, a veteran Republican, was Quartermaster
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of the Brigade, but G.H.Q. briefed me to the effect that,
although he was a sterling Republican, he was not

considered suitable to be a Brigade officer, that he was

too careful and that his influence in the area would likel&-

be used to restrain instead of urging on the unit. All
decisions that were to be taken were, however, left to my

own Jjudgement.

- I went by train on a Saturday afternoon (Fébruary,
1921) to Wicklow town after I had finished my civilian
work. I was told that I would be met there at the
station by two officers of.the Brigade, whoée names I was
given but whom I had never met. . I1f by any chance the
Wicklow officers did not meet me, I was to proceed to the
town, iocate Cullen's tobacconist and stationer's shop and
call iﬁ to it, not ét once but a few hours latef. The
proprietor of this shop was a brother of Tom Cullen, a
G.H.Q., Intelligence Officer,-but Would not‘be on the
bremises until six or seven o'clock. At Wickiow station
there were two:ﬁen on the plaﬁform.who might have been
either I.R.A&. men or R.I.C. men in plain clothes. They
made no attempt to approach me and, in the end, as they
seemed to be as suspicious of me as I was‘beginning to be
of them,AI made up my mind to go towards the town. I saw
Culien's shop, noted its situation and, in a short time,
got fhe'impression that I had attracted the attention of
two Black and Tans who were briskly moving tﬁrough the
brincipal streets, armed . with revolvers which they carried
in holsters. I decided to make sure on this peint and
went Into a.qulichouse at the corner of two streets with
doors opening on both streets. I called for a drink and
no sooner had it in front of me than the two Black and Tans

pushed in the door by which I had entered, walked quickly

K



Military Archives Cathal Brugha | X
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 '
92.

- through the publichouse and left it by the second door.

This seemed to indicate to me the necessity for disappearing

lfrom view until it would be time to call to Cullen's shop-

and, therefore, as soon as I judged that sufficient time had

elapsed‘to enable me to leave without exciting suspicion, I

retreated iInto the darkness and syaciousness of the

agjoining quays and railway sidings. . I observed no further
movements of the Black and Tans from my observation post
and, when the time evenpﬁally arrived, I went into Cullen's
shop. Here I established nmy idéntity and was soon put iﬁ
toucﬂ with the two men whom I had seen earlier at the
railway station. They,expiained that they had been
instructed that a G.H.Q._officér whon they'knew well would
arrive by the train by which I had come and that, as they
had hevér seen me before, they were suspicious of me,

. | especially after I had delayed for a time on the platform
and had. a good look around. One of these men was the
officér whom G.H.Q. had suggested would be likely to make

~a good Brigade Commandant, and I had not been long talking
to him‘till I formed the opinion that his youth, enthuslasm,
alertnesé and general ouﬁlook would‘put him high among
those likely to be considered by me. I think the other
man was the Intelligence Officer of the Brigade and that
his name waS‘ﬂlohan." At ahy rate I met Olohan, a young
Wicklow town man, the ﬁekt day gnd I regardéd him as likely
to make a good officer under the éupervision of a good
Commandant. . I-had a2 long talk about the unit with these
two officers that night and, from what they told me, I -
could see that I would have a difficult job in selecting
the Battalion officérs on the following day and that tﬁere

ﬁould also be be much uphill work for:an energetic Brigade

Commandant.
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. , It was late on the Saturday night before I got
- ;odgings for the night. I had begun to suffer shortly
before this from what.was called by manﬁ I.R.A. men who
were unfortunate enough to coﬁtract it - "the Volunteer
iteh", It was a skin disease of a painfﬁl nature which,
it was believed, was the result of being "on the run" and
the high tension resulting from overwork,.frequent cﬁaﬁging
of sleeping quarters, ete. I got a severe attack of it
that night, was unable to sleep and was in the worst of
form for meeting the Brigade Council next day. . On Sunday
morning I cycled to Rathdrum with some of the officers via |
Glenealy. The meeting of the Brigade Céuncil was held in
the open air in a field near Rathdrum. . In addition tec the
two officers whém I met in Wicklow, I can only now
recollect Christy Byrne of Glenealy and a Volunteer named
Byrne of Baﬁhdrum. " At the end of the meeting I appointed
as Brigade Commandant the officer suggested by G.H.Q.,
and I'Fold the Brigade Council and alil officers present
that they were now to consider the Brigade as on a war
footing, that the.Brigade Comﬁandant had full powers to |
make decisions and that hé.was to be obeyed without questkn{
The oﬁly other appointments made that day which I remember
are - Byrne i/c¢ of Bathdrum area and Chrlsty Byrne
(Glenealy), whom I re-appointed. Brigade Quartermaster in
spite of G.H.Q.'s suggestion that he be not re-appointed.
Before: leaving the area on Sunday evening, I had a final
talk with the new Brigade Commandant and impressed on him
that-he had full powers toqmaké his own arrangements and
selecﬁions with a view to taking thg offensive in the aréa,
which I believed he was eager ﬁo do. - I dd not'know how
- far Wicklow county was organised. My contacts during that
week-end were only with Wicklow Town, Glenealy and

Rathdrum and the adjoining countryside, and I passed
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-~ through Greystones on my wéy home.. I believe Newcastle
and Newtownmountkennedy had unitélof the I.R.A. within the
Wicklow Brigade, but I cannot recollect that Avoca and
Arklow had, or the western side of the county. Bray and
some parts‘of the north west of the c&unty had been
organised by the 3rd Battalion of Dublin Brigade and at
this period were in the 2nd Dublin Brigade. There had been
some activity in Arklow and I recollect a G.H.Q. Organiser
named Kavanagh being warned'by the Director of Organisation
‘not to enter it at a certain period when the Black and Tans
had estabiishéd themselves in strength there and were
looking for h;m. ﬁicklochounty had been heavily planted
gfter 1798 and the goodwill of the inhabitants did no£

exist to the same extent as in most other counties.

ond Battalion, Dublin Brigade:
At the request of Sedn Russell I presided at the

election of a Commandant of this Battalion shortly after
Blocody Sunday. Russell had been.Comﬁandantland had been
either promoted to the position.of Vice Officer Commanding
Dublin Brigade, or to G.H.Q. as Director of Munitions. The
officers of the Battalion met in the hall in Upper Oriel
S%reet (formerly a church and later the meeting pl&ée of a
Railwaymen's Trade Union);' Sedn Moonej and Tom Ennis were
proposed. Moohe& wished tb withﬂraw in favour of Ennis'
but, fbllowing the Volunteer custom in these matters, he
was urged not to withdraw his name. Tom Ennis was elected-
‘Commandant of the Battalion by a small majority.  Sedn
Mooney shortly afterwards waé appoiﬁted Vice Commandant of

the Brigade.

1lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade:

I was present at consultations concerning &

successor to Tom Byrne, former Commandant of this
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Battalion. These took place shortly after Bloody Sunday.
Byrne, who was a veteran of the Irish Brigade of the Boer
War, 1899-1902, Was‘getting old and was prevailed on to
resign so as to allow a younger man to command the
Battalion. G.H.Q. were anxious that either Sedn Flood or
Paddy Holohan would become Commandant. I am not certain
now whether I attended the election, or indeed whether
another officer was proposed after Holohan was nominated.
At any rate quohan became Commandant. Sedn Flood was

sent on special work by G.H.Q. - I think to Ulster.

Proposal to form Divisions:

I learned from the Director of Organisation that
certain areas were advocating thét‘the Brigades in.the well
organised sareas in.wh;ch the enemy was belng constantly
engaged should be grouped into Divisions commapded by
Divisional Commandants and having Divisional Staffs. I

understood that the most insistent call of the formation of

Divisions came from one of the Clare Brigades - that

commanded by Michael Brennan which, I think, was the Mid-
Clare Brigade. G;H.Q._seeméd to. be opposed to the idea at
first but apparently agreed to if eﬁentually. I was.
accordingly ordered to attend a meeting of G.H.Q. officers
to aséist‘in the defining of the areas of the suggested
Divisions. The meeting took place on a Sunday morning at
an‘early hour - possibly at eight o'clock - at the rooms of
the Keating Branch of the Gaelic League, L6 Parnell Square,
and lasted for two or three hours. ~ In addition to
Diarmuid O'Hegarty, Director of Organisation, to whom I
acted as Assistant‘at the conference, I recollect that
Richard Mulcahy, Chief of Staff, and Michael Collins,
Director of Intelligence, were present. There were other

G.H.Q. officers there also but I do not now recall who |
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- they were. We had large scale ordnance maps on which the
tentative areas of Divisions had‘been marked as wéll as the
titles of the Divisions. Decisions were made at tﬁe
conference and recorded on the maps in cases wheré the
claims of local Commandants for certain areas overlapped,
or concerning which G.H.Q. Staff had different views. The

' Divisional brganisation héd apparently been.accepted at this
time and I rgcollect that Divisional reports used to reach
the Organisation Department from the stronger areas after
this conference. The Dublin City Brigade was not brought
into the Divisional Organisation bﬁt continued as: an
*independent Brigade®. I am unable to say at what date
this conference was ﬁeld. I can only:say that artificial
iight was not reéuired while it was in sessioﬁ which would
go to prove that it did not take placé during the ﬁinter

N | - months. The date was, of course, between May, 1920, and

May, 1921.

Meeting of Southern Officers, Easter Monday 1921:

Between February, 1921 and‘Easter of the same year
I was very sick as a result of the attack of the "Volunteer
iteh™ to which I have referred previously. I di& not lie
up bﬁt was attending the doctor for a couple of months and
taking occasional nights "off duty®. On Good Friday, 1921,
I reported to the Director of Organisation that I was in
good health again and ready to go twhole time"™ as Director
of Organisation at any moment. I was told tﬁat there
would be a very important conference with Southern Ofﬁicers
. ' on Baster Monday morning at the offices of the Department,
No. 83 Middle Abbey Street, and that I was to be in
attendance. The pﬁrpose of the conference was, I-undershmﬂ
té co-ordinate activities, to review and to &ppréise the

cémpdign in the areas represented and to agree on certain .
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- objectives to be aimed.at during the months immediately
ahead. As the meeting was interrupted shortly after it .
began, I_gm not certain what areas were represented but I
think all the officers present were from the County Cork
units, alﬁhough I had expected to meet officers from Kerry

and Tipperary.

G.H.Q. was represented by Diarmuid 0'Hegarty,
Director of Organisation, Eamonn (Bob)_Price'and myself.
Miss Leglie Price (afterwards Mrs. Tom Barry) was present
and assisted at. identifying the officers as fhey arrived.
Sedn Harling, the Department despatch cerrier, was also in

attendance. .

The room was crowded with Southern officers. Liam
Deasy and Tadhg O'Sullivan {brother of Géardid, the
. Ad jutant General) were two of these, but strange as it may

appear I do not remember any of the others now.

"The meeting had started and was getting well down to
business when Miss Price, who was looking out the window,
cried out - "Here are the Auxies, two lorries of them,
They have got down and are coming in!" Many of thé
Southern officers, who were probably éarrying revolvers or
automaties, were preparing to rush down the stairs and
fight their way out when I got oné of those rare
inspirations which s:ometimes save dangerous situations.
The interval that elapsed between the time Miss Price saw
the Auxiliaries and the moment that the officers were
about to rush down the staifs seemed to be longer than was
‘necessary for the Auxiliaries to bhave been at least well

. up the stairs,-and theré was no sign of them through our
open room door and no noise: from the hall. I appealed

for silence and a few moments to take stock of the
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- _ situation. As 1 approached the front window, Miss Price
called - "They are getting into the lorries again“. When
I reachédrthe window I saw the two lorries driviné away.
Years later Diarmuid Ot'Hegarty told me that the Auxiliaries
had come that morning to search Eason'é, whose premises were
a few doors awey, for parcels of "An t6glach" which they
had been informed were belng sent out along ﬁith their
ordinary countfy paper despatches. As it was a bank
holiday, Eason's were not open and that was why the

Auxiliaries drove away.

Following the arrival and unexpected departure of
the Auxiliaries, it was‘deemed prudent to break up- the
meeting into small groups and finish the business at four
or five different hastily arranged venues. I con&ueted a
group of the officers to ih.Horth Frederick Street and
concluded the business with them there. I cannot
recollect any details of this business, but I believe the

visiting officers made insistent demands for arms.

rerry:
This county had three Brigades or, rather, as well

as I can recollect, two Brigades and an independent
Battalion - the deseription independent signifying that,
as in the case of the Dublin No. 1 (City) Brigade, the
unit's Commanding Officer was résponsible directly to

_ G.H.Q. and not to any other local officer. The
independent Battaiion was known as the “Cahirciveen
Battalion", and sometimes as "“Kerry 24, énd I suppose had
not the réquisité nunber of Companies and men to entitle

. it to be classed as a Brigade. It had, as far as I knew,

a sufficiently important area and was carrying out its

duties: sufficiently energetically to be granted this

special status. : -
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“ - ' During the most crucial stage of the struggle I
learned that things were not well internally in "Kerry. 2%,
although the unit wés fighting well., I was ordéped to
hold myself ready to visit the unit and smooth ocut the
trouble, the nature of Which I only vaguely knew at the
time. Such journeys to South Munster were particﬁlarly
difficult at this period as strangers aroused the
'suspicions of the enemy and were liable to be pounced on
as soon as they arrived in a district. I remember that L
was. informed that I would be as likely to be shot‘by the

local I.R.A. as a spy as by the British as a rebel.

| It was eventually decided that, as I was still in

civil employment and that as even & hurried visit to the
. " area would take_four or five days, it would be unreasonable
to ask me to go to Kerry. I believe that'Andy Cooney was
sent to the area shortly afterwards and that he remained

there until the Truce - in command of the unit,

Galway: 7 |
The organisation of the Galway Brigade outside the
Connemaga unit was causing G.H.3. a lot of anxiépy. There
ﬁés.evidence of a will to fight in many parts of the
county but somehow the Brigade, as a Brigade, wasinét
seriously disputing matters with the British forces. The
pbsition in the county was frequently discussed, and I
remember a remark béing made to the effect that the I.R.B.
was weak in the county outside Connemara where the only
spirited opposition was being made to the British. After
. many éuggestions, it was decided to send Seumas (Jim)
.Downer to the county with instructions to visit all
districts,_aﬁpoint new officers, aiter organisation where

necessary and to get the different units on the offensive

in a systematic fashion.
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e Downer was a member of a Kerry Unionist family.

His people, with the exception of one brother who was in

(13
.

the Sinn Féin organisation in the county (probably Tralee),
were hostile to the Republican movement. He had himself
been in the I.R.A. in Tralee and had done useful work
there in despateh carrying, etc., when British military
invested Tralee and wduld let nobody in or out without a
permit. He had come to Duﬁlin to téke up a post as
teacher in a preparatory school for boys in Monkstown -
and had been brought along to D. Company , 2nd Battalion,
by Captain Patrick Horan who was then employed in:Lynch

& O'Qrien's grocery establishment, George's Street,
Dﬁniaoghaire. Captain Moran, later executed,-freQuently
slept in Downer's apartments in the school at Monkstown
prior to Bloody Sunday. Downg;,,who had peéfected
nimself at wireless telegraphy, later became 0/C
Signalling, Dublin Brigade.

‘Although Downer spared no effort in Galway, his
visit, which lasted for a few weeks, bore very little
fruit. His selection was unwise in the first instance.
His appearance - he was: slight and delicate looking - and
his accent made him suspect from the start.

Communications appear not to have been satisfactory and he
had difficulty in establishing his bona fides at the very
start in the area of the Vice Brigadier, Commandant
Broderick, at Athenry. Eventually, recognising that he
was likely to do more harm than good in a county where he
" knew nobody and with which he had had no previous
associations, he returned to G.H.Q. It is quite possible
. that the splitting up of the county into more Brigades
‘than one - I thihk into three - which followed later was

to some extent due to the consideration givemn to his

report.
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" Downer's visit to Galway probably took piace in the
summer of 1920, during thé period when his school was:

closed for vacation.

I.R.B. and Department of Organigsation:
It became clear to me shortly after I took up duty

ip tﬂe Department of Organisation that there: was a ciose
liaison between it and the I.R.B; This seemed to me at
the time to be quite natural. Many of the most reliable
officers in Brigade areas were also the local I.R.B.
Centres. The Director of Organisation was an important
I.R.B. official, and his assiétants and area organisers
were well established in the i.R.B. which was often |
referred to as ™the Organigationm: ,Theré was, however, a
tendency, as:faf as I could see,.for some qf the more
active Volunteer officers not to regard the I.R.B., as
seriausly as they did ppe-lglé... I gathered,ffom
conversations with Dick McKee, for example, that he had
obtained permission.to be absent from Circle meetings and
that he rather regarded attendance'ét them 'as distractions
if not actual waste of time at this period. My brother,
Leo Henderson, who was the Ceﬁtré of my Circle up to‘the
time of his arrest (on\the occasion of the death of Sedn
Tredcy),'expressed the opinion at one of the meetings that

~ it was unnecessary .to continue ;ﬁe I.R.B. in v;éw of the
fact that a Goverﬁment with functioning'Departments,

C includiné a Department of Defence, had been established
and that the Oath of Allegiance to Ddil Eireann had been
taken. The visitor to the meeting from the superior

| body, who on this occasion was Diarmuid O'Hegafty,
. Director of Organisation of the I.R.A., léft‘no doubt, in
his very clear reply to a request for a ruling, that it

was essential to keep the I.R.A. alive and strong for
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- .+ fear of a compromise on the issue of independence and the
danger_of the acceptancé by groups within or without the
Republican organisations of an offer by England of a
settlement which would not satisfy the Republiéan aims.

-Aithoﬁgh there was a certain ‘amount of feeling in favour of
the discontinuance of the I.R.B., Diarmuid O'Hegarty's
ruling was accepted by all present as the expression of the
considered poliecy of the responsible chiefs of the‘
Brotherhood, they being for the most part Ministers and
other iﬁportant personnel of Ddil Eireann, the Arﬁy and the

"movement™ generally.

..The following incident will also show the existence
‘of the close liaison ﬁetween the I.R.B. and the Army
Organisation Department and at the same time perhaps
indicate that differing views were already causing, or had
caused a widening breach in the previous solid front

 presented to the enemy.

I was asked by Diarmuid O'Hegarty, on behalf of the
I.R.B., to go to the North Wexford area during the August
bank holiday Week-end, 1921, to visit the I.R.B. Circles
there and to bring them a mesgage from the Supreme Council
_(or it may have been the Leinster Council which was, of
courée, subordinate to the Supreme Council). This was
during tﬁe Truce and about two monthsléffer I had been
trénsferred back to the Dublin Brigade from the Department
of Orgénisation; and I had to ask permission, which was
given to me, from the Commandant of the Dublin Brigade to
be away from m& apeé. I received my instructions from
o Geardid O'Sullivan whom I knew well and who, I was
infofmed, was the Centre for. Leinster. He was also

Ad jutant General of the I.R.A. My instructions were to
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“. instructions were to visit every I;R.B. Circle in the North
| Wexford area on the éunday and Honday. The members were
to have been already advised to attend in full strength and
I was directed tq warn them that the negotiations which
were proceeding between the representatives of our country
and those: of England hight possibly conclude with‘an offer
by the British Government of a compromise which could not
be accepted by the Republicans, but which would be so
tempting that there would be a great danger of its
aéceptance being advocated by many influential pgople and
organisations in the country and even by active Republicans
who would be misled by some of its terms. I was to
impress on the members of all the Circlés that they formed
the back bone of the national strugglé and that they were
to stand firm. Before I departed . for Wexford on
" Saturday afternoon, I wéé told that Cathal Brugha, the
Minister for Defence, would be travelling to County Wexford
on the same train as I would and that I was to avoid him.
This-latfer instruction seemed to me to be an intimation of
a serious estrangement between the chiefs, whom I had
regarded up to that moment as peerless in their unity and
their leadership-of the resurgent nation, and I was deeply

troubled.

At Enniscorthy I contacted Mat Holdbrook, a 1916
veteran, who ﬁas apparently thé leading spirit in the
North Wexford I.R.B. He was also an active: member of
'thé-I.R.A. On Sunday and Monday I was kept busy visiting
the I.R.B. Circles which seemed to correspond to the
I.R.A. Companies of the North Wexford Briéade of the
v I.R.A. . The spirit of the men everywhere seemed to be

| excellent and, although the area was regarded as one that

should have been much more aétive in the Black and Tan
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ey ' conflict, there were to be seen everywhere well-trenched
roads, bridges made impassable for road transport except at
crawling speed and all such outward signs of resistance to
the enemy. Ambushes seemed to have been planhed Qnd
carried out but not on such a large scale as in Cork,
Tipperary, Limerick, Mayo, ete. In addition to
Enniscorthy, the chief Qist?icts I went to were Ferhs}
Bunclody (which had been called Newtownbarry), Carnew,
perhaps Gorey and the villages and smaller towns between
these. In the course of the time I spent in the North
Wequrd_aréa, I met all the éenior I.R.A. officers of the
Brigade. They were members of the I,R.B., as were also
most of the junior officers, N.C.0's and Volunteers. Tom
Brennan of Carnew, who was a Battalion Commandant, was

among those whom I met.

Headguarters and other Offices of the Department
of Organisation:

I have already mentioned that the Director of

Organisation had his offices at 83 Middle Abbey Street,
Dublin. The "dump" to which I made reference was at

117 North King Streét,-Dublin. The latter was a three
storey house, the groqu portion being a shop in which
milk, bread, confectionery, etc., were sold. The middle
storéy was the living quarters of the proprietor and the
two rooms of the top storey were used as an additional
office by the Department and for the filing of the records
and other documents of both that Department and’ of the
Secretariate of Ddil Eireann. The proprietor was Miss
MpGowén. She was & relative of Martin Connellan, an
important I.R.B. officer who, I believed, had an interest
in the business and who occasionélly visited the house

while I was there. Miss McGowan was assisted by her
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e | niece, a young lady who was then perhaps in her late teens.
Both were aware that the business carried on in the. top
rooms was connected with the I.R.A., and they not only kept
the secret ﬁerfectly bpt.were cool and collected on the:
occasions when danger from the enemy appeared to be

imminent.

Shortly after I came to thé Department, the Director
~ told me that sepafate éffices and.“dumps“ were desirable
for the Department and for the Ddii Secrétariate,.that a -
f;oor in the house, No. 73 Lower Mount Street, had been
secured for the Department and that it was in the course of
belng prepared as a headquarters. The house was ownéd or
rénted by the Irish National Iﬂsurance Compan&. I was
instructedito have the preparations completed, i.e.,, the
fitting out of the rooms with presses, office tables, etc.,
and to gradually°transfer tﬁe.ddcuments and records from
North King Street. When everything was completed,
including the transfer of documents, I was told not to use
the premises until I got forther orders., Some time later
I was told that there was some report about British
soldiers using the houge—on the other side of the street
Just oppbsite the new quarters and that I was to wait until
Ijgofaa'definite order that the offices could pe worked in.
Later still I was told to gec to an office in Mary Street on
a certain afternoon to have the matter finally settled.
These offices were over Hogg & Robertsons, Seed Merchants,
and were té all outward appearances used by a firm of
Solicitors. They were, in fact, one of the offices of
Ddil Eireann and house& a staff of clerks and typists who
b worked there during ordinary business hours. On my way
to Mary Street I met Michael Collins who, according to a

Stop Press edition of the evening papers, had just been _
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captured and brought to Dublin Castle. ;Collins_waStalso

‘going'to the Mary Street address which, I believe, was one

of the offices of his Finance Department of Ddil Eireann.
When we had entered the Mary Street offices, Collins handed

me a typeﬁrntten statement of Ddil funds to rea&, and I was

almost lost in admiration of the business-like way in

which the details were pfesented and in surprise at the
extgnt of tﬁe transactions recorded, when I overheard the
Director of Ofganisation ask Collins if it would be
allright to use the office in Mount Street. The inquiry
was followed by a typiéal angry explosion on the part of
Collins who, shouting at the top ¢6f his voice and stamping

the floor, wanted to know why everything had not been

_removed from the house long ago, and finished by ordering

a complete clearing of the rooms as soon as the evening

got dark enough to render observation of what‘was'being
done difficult. To complete the picture of Collins which
I have briefly attempted to draw above, I have to say that
he.ended the painful silence which followed his fierce
words by coming over to me and smilingiy inquiring, withéut
a trace of passion in his voice, what I thought of the |

financial statement he had given me to read.

Needless to say we set about removing the documents
from Lower Mounﬁ Street.as soon as darkness began to set
in. The time of the year was probably October. A cab
waévdeemed the safest means of transport because in those
days motor cars were not so numerous and were l;able to
cause‘suspicion; There was difficulty in getting a
reliable and willing driver but eventually one was secured,
and Michedl Lynch ("Michedl Ruadhm), Sedn Harling and
myself completed the transferring back to the North King

Street "dump"™ &lmost on the stroke of curfew, which was
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probably at 10 p.m. In Smithfield either the horse or the
cab collapsed and we had to carry the huge.parcéls in our
arms for the rest of the journey. 4s the Black and Tans
frequently moved out in lorries shortly before curfew from
the former North Dublin Union buildings in North Brunswick
Street which they ocecupied, this mishap was most
unfortunaté but we were lucky enough to finish our work

safely and in time.

Six or seven weeks before the Truce the Department's
offices at 83 Middle Abbey Street were raided during curféw
hours by ﬁritish forcés and some unimportant documents Wére
captured. "I nad to report about 5.30 or 6-p.m. the
following day and, as I had not been warned that the
premises had been'raided, 1 came glong at the appointed
time. T noticed some marks on the stairs and staircase
walls but paid little attention to them, When I entered
the offices there was a scene of indescribable confusion,
broken furniture, damaged walls, broken.b&nels, stationery
scattered about the floors, étc. A young boy who worked
about the house anﬁ who was cleaning up .the raided rooms
was so surprised at Séeing me that he was.unable to answer
the few questions I put to him. ‘After a hasty look round
I left, taking care to go by indirect ways to my next W
place of call lest an énemy observer might be attempﬁing to

follow me.

It oceurs to me now that the raid on the offices may
have been in progress when the Director and his office
staff arrived in the morning and that they were looking on

at the proceeqings for some time.

The Director of Organisation and his office staff

moved into new offices at No. 9 Upper O'Connell Street
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almost immediately and remained there unmolested until the

Truce.

Vaughan's Hotel, Parnell Square:

When the Dublin Brigade was dismissed after having
marched back to O'Connell Street from Gl&Sﬂevin Cemetery
at the conclusion of the burial of Richard Coleman on &
Sund#y afternoon in December, 1918, I went for the first
time to Vaughan's Hotel along'with Captain Patrick Moran.
We were drenched, cold and tired and Captain Moran '
suggested that we should go there for some refreshment.

1 had never been in tﬁe hotel before and was at that time
5 - | unaware ﬁhat it waé.a meeting blace of some of the senior
| I.R.A. officers; _ After I went to the Department of
. Organisation, I was to be a frequent calier to it. After
business hours on week days it was at Vaughan's Hotel
tha@ I ﬁsually reported to the Director. It was
custbmary fon me to see there and to have interviews or
conversations with Michael Collins, Geardid O'Suliivan,
Dick lMcKee, Peadar Clancy, Michﬁel Staines, Sedn O'Connell,
Piaras. Beasley, Lian Tob;n, Tom Cullen and many others,
including sometimes, I think, Rory O'Connor. I do not
remembe; ever seeing there Richard Mulcahy, although I
often saw him in some of the other houses on Parnell |
Square frequented by the I.R.A. It often struck me as
being strange that Vaughan's Hotel was not raided by the
British and important officers captured there. DBetween
\ the day that Sedn Treacy was shot and Bloody Sunday I met
Dick HcKeg going in as I was coming out and we had a long
conversation on the fodtpath outside. I congratulated
‘o Dick on his recent escape from death or capture when
Sedn Treacy umet his deafh, and he told me that he’

believed that our struggle would continue for many



Military Archives Cathal Brugha

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 109,

C a ' months longer - perhaps a fear - ;hat_it'would conclude by
"our winning at first not all that we aimed at but something
that could be accepted without compromise of principle.

He was convinced that he himself and many others of the
military leaders who were known to the enemy would in the

meantime have been killed.

I fecollect being in Vaughan's Hoﬁel subsegquent to
Bloody Sunday and previous to the Tfuce for some reason or
other. The premises were raided on the Saturday night
before Bloody Sunday and it was generally regardéd

afterwards as being a most unsafe place to be in.

On one night when I was in Vaughan's Hotel, Collins
came in close to curfew hour just as I was about tp departy
He said he wanted soﬁebody to call that night to the
telegraph office at Kingsbridge.railway statibn, see Sedn
0'Connell and ask him whether "that telegram had ébme”.
As I was sleeping away from hoﬁe and fairly close to "

Kingsbridge, T volunteered to call although at the timé .
“I: did not know Sedn 0'Comnell. I was told that he would
recognise . me and I was told what to say to him. O'Cqﬁnell'
was one of the telegraph staff at the statlon and would
answer my knock on the closed window of the telegraph
office. This window opened on the public street and was
. bes;de the main passenger entrance to the station. I
| probably cycled to Kingsbridge. The streets in the
vieinity were dark and deserted, and I wondered what would
happen if Sedn ("Connell did not recognise me or if
somebody other than he opened the sliding window.
. 0!'Connell opened the window when I knocked, seemed to
recognise me when I spoke to him, closed the window for a

few moments and then re-opened it and said that *nothing

had. happened yet", or something similar. I got away at
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- once to my night quarters, having to pass on the way two
sentry posts on the point of curfew, and reported next
morning the result of my call to Kingsbridge. In later
years 1 read a book in which a Belgian woman, who was an
undergrbund intelligence officer for her country while it
was occupied by Germarn forces, described her activities
and I was struck by the similarity of the surroundings of
one of her places of call during curfew hours. There was
this difference, however,that in the Belgian case the
femalé.intelligence agent, fearing one night that she was
being followed, passed her call-window and hid in a dark
corner, only to witness two enemy intelligence aéents walk
to the window, knock in the arranged manner, grésp the arm

of the person who answered and shoot him dead.

As well as Vaughan's Hotel there were Jameé

Kirwan's publichouse in Pérnell Street and Flynn's in
Moore Stpeet, where 1 5ometimes contécted the Direétor of
7Organisation and where I used see at the same time Michael
Collins, Piaras Beasley and other G.H.Q. officers. A
reserved portion of these houseé was always at the disposal
of these officers. Entry was from the lanewa}s at thg
rear of the premises, and by using these laneways duripg
the daytime one could proceed from one to the other and at
the same time avoid to a great extent possible enemy

“touts" in the main thoroughfares. -

) .In October, 1920, I obtained permission to go to.
Manchester to attend the funeral of a relative who had
lived aiong for many years. After the funeral I decided
to call on some of the old friends of my father who had
been assoéiated in some way or another with the Fenian

activities of 1867 and later. I called to Mr. Doyle of
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" Romford Street, C. on M. (near the Church of the Holy Name,
Oxford Road), whom I had,known ten or fifteen years earlier,
and after some careful approaches to the subject fbund that'
he was actually engaged in the Self Determination for
Ireland Association. Mr. Doyle brought me to the hall
attached to the Holy Name Church where I met séveral of the
membérs‘of the Lancashire Irish Republican Organisations.

On this night there was great activity in the hall, and I
understood that representatives were reborting from many of
the Lancashire inland towns with money for Dil and Army,
information (political and military), etc. Mr Doyle told
me that his eldest son, who had been an officer in the
British Army during the l9lufl918 war and had lost an eye
in'thé fighting, had been approached to join the Auxiliaries
and that he was doing his best to dissuade hin from doing

) S50.

While in Manchester I stayed for two nights at the
Victoria Hotel, near Exchange Statibn. Shortly after I
returned home an attempt was made to burn it by the I.R.A.
A small amount of damage was done. About the same time
the attempt to degtroy the Manchester Eléétricity Works
was being planned. I was, of course, totally unaware of
this but, to my.éurprisel Joe Cripps - an officer of the
2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade - £0ld me afterwards that
‘he had been sent by G.H.Q. with others to assist in the
preparation of the plans for and the destruction of the
Electricify Station and that he had seen me in Manchester

. and w@ndered if I had been seht over with a despatch from
G.H.Q. Following his instructions he, like the good sddier

d he was, did not attempt to speak to me.

' The Irish in Manchester and Liverpool were well
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organised into the several channels of Republican activity.
I had a fair knowledge of Liverpeol previous to 1916 and on
the occasion of a business visit to that city in October,

1919, had visited Niall Kerr and his son, Tom, at their

“home in Bootle and found them as busily engaged in I.R.A.

organisation work as any Dublin Volunteer.

OCne of the disadvantages of my position in the
Department of Organisstion was that I never knew what was
going on‘in the Dublin Brigade and was liable to walk into
trouble. Bloody Sunday was over before I knew anything
about it and the first'inkling I got of the Custom House
burning was when a charred piece of government document
descended into my arms in Oxmantowﬁ Road, North Circular
Road. After Bloody Sunday I decided to sleep away from
home permanently and I stayed with Patrick E. Sweeney,
Vige Commandant of the 2nd Battalion, at the house of Mrs.
Furlong, Marguerite Road, Glasnevin, We awoke one
morning to fird that a military cordon had been drawn

around a large area which included portion of Marguerite

~ Road, Botanic Road and Iona Road and that several houses

had been entered and searched during the night. The
searches were still being continued at 7 a.m. and anyone .

wishing to leave the area of the cordon had to submit to

searching and examination. . We soon found thatb by cfossing

to the north side of Marguerite Road we would be on the
cutside ffinge of the cordon when we entered Botanic Road
and could coniinue unchallenged to our destinations,
_aithough people on the other side of both roads were held

up for long period.

I had a few anxious moments on cne occasion while
bringing some documents relating to the organisation in

Cork and Kerry to the office of the Director when I
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. 'found that I had without noticing it got inside a cordon

of Auxiliaries which was 1éosely thrown around Jervis
Street hospital, while other members of the forces were
searching inside for a wounded I.R.A. man who was.believed v
to be a patient in the hospital. To my horror.I
recognised by the coloured ribbon or cioth on their tunics
that the Auxiliaries were members of the notorious F.
Company who were reputed to be the worst of_fhem all. I
was lucky enough by speaking nicely to one of the |

Auxiliaries to bluff my way out unsearched.

Occasionally I was able to observe things that were

afodt, although in accordance with the established
practice I was not told about anything in which I was not
to be engaged.. This practice was the soundest common
sense, was accepted by all and often resulted in a éood
laugh at the-expense of one who happened to find himself
in a dangerous situation through taking a short cut, or a
supposed safe one, through some street where I.R.A. acetion
had just taken place. On the eve of the executlon of
Kevin ﬁarry - or perhaps the day previous to that - I was

~ passing close to Mountjoy Prison in the afternoon'wheﬁ I
observed an I.R.A; officer - I think it was Peadar Clancy -
at the corner of Bérkeley Road and North Circular Boad.
He made a sign ﬁo me as I cycled past which meant "failure",
When I arrived at Vaughan's Hotel it was, thereforé, ne .
news to me to hear that a plan to rescue Kevin Barry hagd

not been successful.

- ~In March, 1921, Patrick Moran, Captain of D. Company,
2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade, was hanged_at Mount joy
Prison with four or five other I.R.A. men. The

_Republican Government .ordered a cessation of work for that .
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day, or.for the earlier portion of it. I assisted Patrick
| Sweeney, Vice Commandant of the 2nd Battalion, and other
= members of the éattalion in parading the Battalion‘area

| during the hours of public-mourning to ensure that shops
were closed. With the exception of one or two public-
houses which had-to be éleared;'the order to ceése work was

loyally obeyed by the citizens.

About Christmas, 1920, and on one or two occasions
during the early months of 1921, there had been suggestions
in the Press that peace moves were being initiated and the
names of Archbishop Clune of Perth, Australia,_and Lord
Derby were mentioned as'intermediaries.. As the
whisperings peréisted, I asked the Director of Organisation

. . one day if there was any truth in the rumours or the press
reports. The answer I got was rather evasive and, while
I understood from it that it would be better for me to
mind my own business, I gathered that a yell-intentioned
effort about Christmas time had been spoiled by the
precipitate action oflcertain persons in Ireland. I
realised then it would be better for the morale of one
engaged 1in thé struggle as a soldier obeying the"orders of
his superior officers'not to allow his mind—to dwell on
such a matter, so that when thé Truce eventually came it

took ‘me by surprise.

After the attack on the Custom House I asked the
Director of Organisation to let me know definitely when I
was to take over the Department of Organisation and become
" a whole-time officer. The answer I received was that he
would introduce me that afternoon to the new Director of
Organisaticn, Eoin.OfDuffy, to whom he asked me to give
all the assistance and information I could, so as to

enable him to take over the duties of the Department
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-with the least possible delay. This was the first

indication that I received that I was not to be Director of
Organisation._ I was naturally surprised but 4id my best,
like a soldier, to conceal my surprise. I was duly
introduced to Eoin O'Duffy and after a couple of days
realised that I could be of no further use to him,
Accordingly I reported to Diarmuid O'Hegérty and requested
to be transferred back to the Dublin Brigade. This was
done immediately.

When I reported to Oscar Traynor, Commandant of the
Dublin Brigade, he told me to take command of my old
Battalion - the 2nd - which had suffered-very severe
casualties in killed, wounded and prisoners at the Custom
House battie. The Commandant, Tom Ennis, was seriously
wounded and was in dangér of succumbing to his injuries.
Several of the best officers, N.C.0's and men were
priéoners and all Companies were disorganiéed. My orders
were to re-organise the Battalion and td get it fighting

at the earliest possible moment.

One_night while I was in the Department of
Organisation I heard Diarmuid O'Hegarty say tQ‘Dick McKee
that, after being so long a G.H.Q. offiéer, he felt that

he would not know how to tackle the preparation for an

ambush or the attacking of a police barracks, and I

remembered that Pick McKee had replied- that he would
perhaps feel at sea at first buf would soon get into the
swing of things. My mind ndw went back over the year or
more that I had been attached to the Departwent of |
Organisation and I realised how much the men "“in the
field™ had advanced since T ‘had léft the Brigade. I felp
that the officers and men could show me how to do things |

and that I would be strangely out of place at the head of
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a Battalion which had produced such redoubtable fighters

of all ranks as the 2nd Battalion had done.

With the help and advice of the officers left in
thé Battalion I.set about the re-organisation of the
Companies and Battalion Staff. After smoothing out & few
minor matters I established two new Companies, "A" and
"K", the latter replecing the Company designated up till
then as the Cyc;iSﬁs' Company but which was not a

. eyclists!' company in reality.  There were a half-Company

at Howth and a half-Company at Baldoyle and Sutton which
were organised as one Company, known as “G“lCompany,'under
the_command.of Fergus Kelly. I formed thése into two
Companies, "G"™ at Baldoyle and Suéton, and "H" at Howth,
and placed Befnard,MCGillies in charge of the‘former and
--- -Friel in charge of the latter. Fergus Kelly was'in
the unfortunate position of being "on the run" from the
British foreces and having to live on a yacht'Q generally
kept on the south side of the Liffey - on account of the
hostility‘of his father to his-I.R.A. activities. I felt
he could ﬁot;properly command his Company under such
circumstanées. There were the nuaclei of Companies at
Raheny and at Artane - Santry,-bqt I think the former was
eventually'attached to “G" Company and the latter to some

of the older Companies.

. The Battalion Council met, as well as I now
remember, at the house of Tom Burke; Captain of C. Company,
North Summer Street. There were probably other meeting
places as well._'-The'Infelligence group of.tﬁe‘Battalion,
under the charge of Hugh Thornton, met at_thé house of ‘
Mrs. O'Shea Léamy, Summerhill, and it is likely that the

Battalion Council met there sometimes alsd.
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The Battalion was soon.fit to fight again and the
nightly patrols were resumed and a few attacks on enemy
transport carried out. Plans were made to ambuéh Britisﬁ
troops but I think the Truce éame before anything big of
that kind could be attempted. An attempt was made by D.
Company, after the 0/C had submitted anlintelligence report,
to execute a spy. It turned out later that the

information obtained was faulty. Luckily the attempt was

unsuccessful and the suspect was only slightly injured.

The R.I.C. barracks at Coolock which had been vacated
was examined with a view to demolishing it, but I was
instructed by the Brigade Commandant to leave it as it was.
The R.I.C. barracks at Raheny had not been destroyed
elther. It had been vacated and it was used, during the
Truce at any rate, for I.R.A. and Sinn Féin Cumann meetings.

!

Oﬁing to the peculiar geographical situation of
Howth and Sutton, the two local I.R.A. units had not much
oppqrtunity{of assuming the offensive ﬁithin the limits of
their areas; Moreover, as well-és f can recolléct;_a.go
easf order had been issued in regard to Howth a&s many
I.R.A. officefs - ineluding some G.H.Q. officers - and men
slept there at_pights and used it as a rest centre. Some
of the enemy also used it for the same purpose. It would
not be a very suitable-place to carry out regular

activities in, as it is joined to the mainland by a very

narrow neck of land and perhaps it served its best possible

purpoée as a place of: guiet retreat for I.R.A. personnei.
The men of the-local units had been instructed by
Commandant Tom Ennis to hold thgmselves in readiness for
quick transport to the main 2nd Battalion area as required,

and I decided to adhere to his decision in .this regard.
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. . The Sutton and Baldoyle Company had occasionally held up,

gnd on one occasion derailed (in conjunction with another

4t

 Company),. trains proceeding from Howth to Dublin for the
purpose either of cépturing mails or dealing with an enemy
intelligence agent.' On the.morning that?fhe train was

derailed the Director of'Organisation'waS‘a passenger. .

Commandan£ Ennis: had been planning to attack an
eneny lorry or lofries containing military or Black and
Tans which-did periodical patrol work through the villége
of Baldoyle and on the back road thence to Portmarnock.
We were arranging to carry out this attack when the Truce

‘was called.

- in’the fifst week of July, 1921, while Brigade
Commanéant-Traynor was on temporary. leave, the Vice Brigade
Commandant,, Sedn Moonéy,'sﬁmﬁoned a meeting of the Brigade f
Council and announced that G.H.Q. had ordered an attack on
the Auxiliaries in which the whole Dublin Brigade, together
with the Active Service Unit, would be engaged. At this
period it had become customary for the Auiiliaries to
gather in 0'Connell Street at 7 p.m. and to walk up and
down in groups on the footpaths and on the roadway swinging
their revolvers or automatics and accompanied by their lady
friends. The task of the'Brigadé-waS'to put an end to

 this parading and, as the Auxiliaries had. been declared

" outlaws by the Government of the.Bepublic, this meant that
as many of them as possible wererto be shot. Each of the

four Battalions were to take a portion of 0'.Connell Street,

t,"_’ (]

enter that portion at an appointed time and shoot all
L, Auxiliaries who were there. - The portion of 0O'Connell

Street allotted to the 2nd Battalion was the .east side
from Eden Quay to North Earl Street. The remainder of
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the street was divided among the other Battalions. There
was also some parading of Auxiliaries in Nassau Street and
Grafton Street and this was to receive the attention of
the Active Service Unit at the same time. 1 was warned
that a motor van or lorry containing membérs“of the A.B5.T.

and driven by Pat McCrae would pass through the 2nd

Battalion portion of 0'Connell Street at seven o'clock on

its'way to Nassau Street or Grafton Street, and I was to

_ take particular care that the party was not to be mistaken

for the enemy but to be allowe@ an easy passage through.
This detail was conveyed to me by Paddy Daly, Officef in
Charge of the A.S5.U., and I think he told me that the
driver (Paﬁ ﬁquae) and perhaps some of the men with him
would be dressed in British Auxiliary or military ﬁniform.
I may be wrong in this last particular but that impression
has been left on my mind, although not too clearly.

The 2nd Battalion, in conformity with the general
plan of the other Battalions, had arranged for groups of
men to enter 0'Connell Street in a kind of looée file

formation (at 7 p.m.) from the streets leading into its

allotted portion, i.e., from Eden‘Qﬁay, Lower Abbey Street,

Sackville Place, North Earl Street, to deal with the
Auxiliaries encountered between the point of entry and the
next stfeet leading out of 0'Connell Sireet and to leave‘by
the latter as soon as it was clear that no other grdup of
I.R.A. men reguired their assistance. A motor van driven
by N.C.0. Begley of E. Company was: to be stationed in
Marlboro Street to receive any weapons that were not being

dumped directly by the men who had been using them.

The Battalion groups had assembled and were about to

move off when this intended action was called fo. I do
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not recollect now the method of calling it off, but I
learned of it either as I was approaching one of the
Battalion groups or from the Battalion Ad jutant, Andy
Doyle, who receiﬁed it either from Brigade Headquarters or
from a courier from G.H.Q. I think a group of C. Company.
had entered 0'Connell Street or was fi;ing into it when the

order cancelling the attack reached it.

We received word that night, probably along with the
canceliation order, that a Truce had been arranged as from

midday, llth July, which was only a few days away.

There had been renewed rumours of a Truce for a
short period before this, but the arrangements made for
this attack whieh had been ordered by G.H.Q. as we
understood were so th@rough that all‘thoughts of a Truce |
had been_banishéd from our minds and we were taken‘entirely
by surprise. I could never understand why G.H.Q. had
allowed our preparations to go so far - practically up to
the moment that the attack was to be launched. A delay
in the communicating of the order from G.H.Q. or the
accidental arriviﬁg of a group in 0'Connell Street a few
moments before zero hour might have created a difficdult
situation. It is also to be noted that (if my memory
serves me right) no Auxiliaries appeared in 0'Connell
Street on the night arranged for the attack. Pernhaps

they had received: a cancelling order also.

The Battalion was called on to supply a number of
officers or suitable men to act as Liaison Officers for

the purposes of the Truce. Andy Doyle, Adjutant of the

' Battalion, was one of those provided by the 2nd Battalion.

We also received orders to parade the Companies regularly

but not too ostentatiously and to perfect organisation,
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but not to engage in the acquiring of arms on any large
scale. These orders, wWe wereftold,,webe'in accordance

with the terms of the Truce.

The 2nd Battalion did plenty of drilling, lecturing
on military matters and mgrching. All was doné, as-orderdi
in an unprovocative way, There was a scarcity .of arms and
ammunition and, when Stephen Murphy, Céptain of B. Company,
reported to me that an opportunity had presented itself of
importing &.considerable quantity of revolvers and .-
ammunition from England, I did not hesitate to accept a
loan of £100 - arranged by Stephen Murphy also - from Mr.
Nagle, North ﬁarl Street, Dublin, for the purpose.
Unfortunately nothing was ever received for this money.

I saw Mr. Nagle later and repaid him £40 of this loan but
fhe Civil War had broken out before the balance could be
repaid.. The £40 paid back on account was obtained. by
Stephen Murbhy aléo.' S

About mid-August each Battalion was ordered to
secure & suitable place for an outdoor camp and to gét all
the Companies into it. Men Working during thé day were to
g0 to the camp as soon as they were freg and unemployed

men were to remain in camp during the day on guard duty,

~ete. Blankets and utensils for meals were to be provided

by the Volunteers individually. Military exercises were
to be practised, iectures arranged and strict discipline
maintained., Accompanied by Danny Lyons, Captain of F.
Company, I secured a building_qn lands near Kilmore owned
by the Christidn Brothers and close to Artane Industrial
Schools. As the summer-and autumn of 1921 were
exceptionally fine, the camp was continued until some time

in Octbber, but before that month .(as the Christian
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Brothers were anxious to have for harvest purposes the
building occupied by the Battalion) we arranged to go under

canvas in lands at Coolock owned by Mr., Cullen, a dairyman.

in addition to practising suitable field exercises,
field cookihg and sanitation, church and other parades, we
prepared for a_réviéw of the Battalion by the Chief of
Staff, Richard Mulcahy. " The 2nd Battalion was reviewed
by the Chief of Staff on a Sunday morning in October (1921)

- at the first camping site near Artane, by arrangement with

the Christian Brothers, many of whom, including the locel
superiors, were present at the function. The Chief of
Staff'was.accompanied by the Assistant phief of Staff,

Eoin 0'Duffy, and the Brigade Commandant and his staff
were present. The parade was addressed by the Chief of
Staff who congratu;éted all the Volunteers present and,l
reminding them that our Government ﬁasanegotiating with an
enemy who had its heel on our throat, urged all to perfect
themselves in every way as soldiers and to be prepared for

a renewal of fighﬁihg.

The review markéd the end of the camping period
which ended when the Chief of Staff had taken his

departure.

I attended the reviews by the Chief of staff of
the 1lst Battalion at Mulhuddart, 3rd Battalion.on lands
near Donnybrook, Lth Batfalion on lands between Terenure
and Crumlin, 5th (Engineers' Battalion) at the Pine
Forest and of the Blessington (5th?) Battalion of 2nd
(Co. Dublin) Brigade at Mount Seskin, Brittas, Co. Dublin.
The Chief of Staff addressed the Battalions on each of

these reviews in terms similar to those of his address to
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_the 2nd Battalion.

Towards'the end of November, 1921, I was appointed.
Ad jutant of the Dublin Brigade in succession to Kit
O'Malley who resigned to take up an appointment with one
of the whole-time units. The post of Adjutant of the
Dublin Brigade was a-ﬁhole-time one and necessitated my
fesignation from my civil occupation; Patrick E..

Sweeney succeeded me as Commandant of the 2nd Battalion.
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