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ORIGINAL e

Stgtement. of COMMANDANT PATRICK G. DALY,M.D.

12, Mount Eden Road, Donnybrook, Dublin,

I was born in March, 1§98, and T was ':educated at Roscrea College

and Trinity College, Dublin,

T joined the Volun‘i;eers in late 1917 or early 1918, becoming a
menber of the local unit in Ferbane, Offaly. The Battalion at that
time was commanded by a man named Doyle -~ later Dr, qule. The
Battalion activities mainly consisted of tralning, dri:lling, parades

and organisation,

_Abou?. the year 1918 I went to Liverpool where my brother was a
clergyman, My idea was to take up a clezjical appointment there at the
time, T met there a number of Irishmen and during the course of
conversation I learned that a Volunteer organisation existed there,
Having e:‘tpressed my wish to become a member of the local Voluntger unit
I was requested to report to Thomas Kerr who was then in charge of the
unit. So I went along one night and was formally introduced at a -
meeting held in one of the Sinn Fein halls in Bootle. I learned at
that meeting that there were at_: least two other Companies ofl Volunteers
in existence in Liverpool area. I was attached to the Bootle Company
and within a short time I became a Squad Leader. In addition to
Thomas Kerr being the Company Captain, I cannot recollect the names of

the other Company officers,

We had regular meetings once a week and our activities were

confined to para.deé and drill which we carried on in the local hall.

T was not long in the Company when I became a member of the
" T,R,B. Steve Lanigan administered the Oath to me as he was in charge
of the Circle. I think there were about 'bhreeA other Circles in the
Liverpgol area. There were only about seven or eight men in my
Circle, Meetings were held once a month and I cannot recall anything

of importance being discussed,
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. The gost_important.work phat wag going on then was the
purchase of arms and the export of them to Ireland, This activity

dated from before 1916 and was principally amongst members of the
I.R{B.zbrganisation. The people associated with this activity over
there had a link with the Fenians, Liverpool having always been a
centre of_Fenian activity. 'As well as I can recollect the names
that occur to me are, Messrs, Kerr,‘Lively and Gerraty. Lannigan

I supéose would be a later addition. Several of the former members
or perhaps members of their families had taken part in the Easter
Week Rising, Some of the leaders were in the hablt of coming over
to Liverpool and being put up there, For example, Cathal Brugha

was recuperating over there after 1916.

T wae introduced to this organisation then as a mémber of the
I.R.B. and T was sent on several jobs in this comnection, My first
reqollection was not much of a job, It was with Dick O'Feill.

Dick was one of those quiet individuals who had been working on the
transport of arms for years and for him it was an every-day
occurrence. Sq that first job was really a form of appnenticeship.

We carried a bag of munitions down to the Dublin boats,

There was a vast Trish population in all the industrial towns
-of lancashire and the North of England, There were always
Irishmen on the lookout for weapone that would be of use irrespective
of whether fhey-were in an organisation or not. In the mining
areas of Lancashire there was a considerable number of Irishmen who,
in the course of_their work, were able to acquire supplies of
explosives like gelignite and detonators. On the more organised
side ;p.connectiqn with the following seaports like Wew York,
Hamburg, Aﬁtwerp, there were Ifish sailors on board British vessels
plying between these pofts and Liverpool, They were organised to

bring back sunitions on their return journeys.,

-Apart from the purchase of munitions, Liverpool was the most

important port for communications between Dublin and America
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(New York}{ and the continent, The Liners plying between Liverpool
gnd New York, especially the White Star and Cunard Boats, had Irishmen
abqard who were emp}oyed to take dispatches from Liverpool for New
"York and yice.versa. These sailors also engaged in the stowing away
of 1eaéers who wished to avoid.arrest. The mode of procedure was for
such a person or persons to go aboard several hours before the Liner -
was due to leave the dock for a landing stage and to be hidden away in

the bowels of the ship. o

?he Liverpool docks extended about seven miles along the
Merseysilde covering hundreds of acres, not unlike our Dublin docks
‘here. And dockland was separgted from the city by a high wall.
Entrance to thg dch was by a gateway or a doorway at which a policeman
was a}ways on guard, Op the city side qf the docks_resided the poor
gection of the popu;ation including a large percentage of wofking
peoﬁ}e; theig residences being so adjacent were useful as dumps for
arms, To carry amms into a boat it was necessary'to put them into a
sailor's vacking bag with 0ld clothes, if possible. The bag was _
carried on qne's Bhoulder giving the policeman on duty the impression .
that the ﬁerson-carrying it was a sailor about to join his ship.
Sometimes rifles - and in most cases it was the British lee Enfield
rifle - had the stock sérewed from the barrel. The barrels were
slung across the bearer's nggk by a stout cord and the stock was placed
in the pockg@s”of one's coat. Seve:al men might go in ladeﬁ in that
manner at night depending on the hour at which the boat was about to
sail. The barrels, of course, were well concealed by the carrier
wegring a large overcoat.l That was tpe principal method of getting
stuff in, I used a cart on occasions. These happenedito be
exceptional ;ircumstagces where the steward belonging to a Sligo boat
used to bring a cart out for prgvisions for a voyage. Then we would
ggtkhim his load for Sligo area. In this way we were very often able

to get a big consigrment of arms and ammnition on board a boat.

In connection with cargoes sent from New York we later on, instead

of bringing them ashore to a dump in Liverpool, carried them directly
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toaB., &1T. ant that was due to sail for Dublin, This particular
type of cargo was mostly a consignmgnt of Thoﬁpson guns with suitable
ammugition.. It was an awkward cansignment‘to handle and we
generally transferred them direct from the Liner to the B. & I. Boat,
eq{ance into the boat yith the sailor's bag was a normal and
frequent procedure as there were so many boats leaving the port every-
day and therefore so many salilors rejoining.their ships before
sailing that it was a very usual oécurrence. Leaving the dock with
the sailor's bag was more dangerous because so much looting occurred
in the docks that there was always a risk of being detected by the
policgman on duty; ﬂhereas inside the dock itse;f it was an easy

matter to transfer arms from one boat to another.

_ Liverpool was the principal port fbr transferring muinitions to
Ireland because éf the number of boate plying between Liverpool and
Irish docks. For this reason most of the munitions collected in the
North of England, Midlands and Scotland were brought to Liverpool and
placed in dumps there until a boat was available. The dumps were,
of course, the houses of sympathetic Irish-people who were all
workipg—class people, They were the onlyyé;gpgguld take a risk over
there, The carrying of the munitions from the different areas
involved a lot of travelling on the part of some of the workers in
this organisation. ._Therprincipal areas or sources where these arus
were collected were Glasgow, Motherwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Manchester
and Birmingham. anh of these larger centres was surrounded by a
number of satelite Irish centres_wpo brought in whatever they had from

time to time to the local officers, .

A ‘_ihg_I,R;A;_acti?ity over there consisted of two branches of
aéﬁ}v@@ygwn§?¢1y_pqrcbgselgf arms an§ incendiary operations; In
connection with the latter, a campaign of terrorism had been
advocated aé a reply to the Black & Tan campaign which‘existed at

home,
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The purchase of arms and munitions always appeared to us the
more important of the two and I think for that reason there was
less work in connection with the reprisal activity which took second
place, At one time the destruction of Liverpool Docks had been
contemplated by ¢.H.Q. at home and we had despatches fram scme of the
Géne_ral Headquarters staff in that connection; Sedn Plunkett was
over there._ As T was only a helper I dén.'t know in what capacity
he was there but I-_asm_:med he was over in connection with operations
that were contemplated. Plans for such destruction were captured
in Dublin in a raid on the Chief of St.a'ff's' house (Dick Mulcahy).
I don't lmow if that was the reasoen for the absndorment of such an

operation,

During this period of 1919 to 1920 the .collection and despatch
of munitions was, to a great extent, confined to a very few people,
And in fact all the members of the I.R.B. Circles were aware of

this, I think, but only a small percentage of them was asked to take

part.

Very g.ct:!.ve in this ;-eSpect were H_eil Ke'rr and his son Tom and .
Steve Lanigan. At this time Neil Kerr was, I think, a full-time
paid official. And in fact all I.R.A. activity was controlled by
Michael Collins by virtue of his position of head of the I.R.B.
Later a separate department of purchases was established by G.H.Q.
and was in charge of liam Mellawm However, Collins still
continued to take an active part and as we continued melpbership of

the I.R.B. we continued to receive o_rders from him also,

The co‘._!lect.ion of mnitions from other English centres-and
their transfer to Liverpool was mpat],y done by travelling to these
- centres with suit cases or trunks. On one or two occasions a
lorry or private car came from Glasgow to Liverpool but otherwise

we depended on this travelling and suit-case method which was a

great pity. A car would have been very useful, However, I did

not know how to drive, On one of these few occasions on which a
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lorry or car was expected I remember a tragedy oqcﬁr;ing affecting
one of our members, Wé_wero walting in a c¢ellar for this lorry

to come from (Hasgow and, as the time of arrival was very uncertain,
actﬁally after waitiﬁg all day it did not come at all. But during
the course of the day a member of the I.R.A. - a son of Kerr - put,
as hg thought, an empty parabel}um to his head and shot himself
dead. fhis tragedy, of course, had to be brought to the notice of
the police authorities. How it was explained away I cannot recall.
But the police never seemsd%to have associated i£ with any of the

I.R.A, activities.

My first trip was to Glasgow with Tom Kerr on a night train.
It was most unconifortable travelling all night and arriving in
Motherwell near Glasgow in the early hours of the morning to the
house of a man named Burke where Joe Vize was staying. 4s far és{
I can recollect we had two suit-cases each. These were loaded up
fpy us yith all kinds of material likg gg}ignite and revolvers -
anything‘ip the nature of a lethal weaﬁgn. I still remember the
welght of these suit-ggées. We walked into the railway station later
on in the day: some of my companions never thought of comfort or |
tgking a tax ip‘thesq.d#ys, However, we got back to“Livérpool
safely next day. T think we brought the stuff to some local
sympathiser's house ffom whiéh, of course, it was transferred to a
Bublin boat ~ the first available one due té‘sail for Dublin,
Here I.shquld_mention that there were boats travelling to other
ports as well,_sugh as Dublin, Cork, Sliéo and Dundalk,
Consignmeﬁts.of minitions were from time to time sent to all these
ports, N Ag ﬁell‘as I can recollect the principal men concerned with
the safe trangporting of ammnniéion on the various boats were :-

Weddy Kavanagh (deceased) - steamship Blackrock. T might say
this was our flagship bgcguse some of_ihe oldest members and most
experienced we;e working on that boat;
~ Billy Vermer (deceaséd) - S.8. Blackrock;

Paddy Weafer (deceasedj - S.5. Wicklow;
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- Morris, Sligo boat - S.5. Kirealdy;
Michael Byrne - 5.5. Kildare; |
Paddy La;kip"yas on the Dundalk boat. I do not know whether

he i3 alive or not;

A1l the men on the Dublin boats were able to contact Colonel

‘O'Reilly on arrival in Dublin. But I do not know if this was the

routine procedure. I do know that_there was a man called Billy
Byrne who worked in the Dublin port.  H1é job appears to have had
scmething to do with the berthing of vessels, T know he received
stuff occasionally, especially if there were British military in

the vicinity or if a search apoeared to be imminent.

The usuél method of contacting sailors, especially of the
Dublin boats with whom we did most business, was to meet in a local
public house near the Liverpoél Docks, At the time when I was
helping Neil Kerr, the procedure was to go into the lounge and order
some drinks and wait there d;scussing 'nothing! until our sailor
friends came in as customers. ' Salutations were exchanged and the

weather discussed across the lounge. In aﬁy case arrangements

'would be made for bringing in munitions, possibly that night, to the

boat., The sallors on those occasions handed over despatcheé for
Liverpool and if any despatches were available for trgnsfer{to the

American boats or poéted to London under covering addresses,

During my term of office a despatch frem Dublin to Liverpool,

always from Michael Collins, with the Hell-knqun.signature of
"™.0'C", had on the envelope in capital letters "L, PY which meant

Liverpool.

The most:important point to keep in mind in carrying in
parcels or sailors! bags was to be there many hours before a boat
was due to sail because Customs; officia;s were on duty perhaps a
couple of hours before sailing time and there was a great danger of
police, An gxgmple of.the'importance of this was forcibly
impressed on us. In addition to the boats which I have already
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mentioned there was a Guinpesg"boat called "The Steamship
Clarecastle™ (stil} in circulation)with a man named McGlew on board.
A man called McCaughey and myself had made two trips to this boat

~ with parcels of ammnition on one afternoon and we were latér,_
towards evening, sent down with a bag of rifles, - 6ﬁr 0/C. slipped-
up somewhat, I think, on this occasion. In any case it ﬁas too

late to go aboard,  McCaughey was a stalwart docker and when we got
off the overhead railway which served the docﬁs he had the bag on

his shoulder gpd T accompanied him. This was somewhere around

8 o'clock in the evening and the dockers were working late putting
empty casks on board, The boat was dﬁe.to sail that evening, As
we pgsseq.down the side of the ship_by the stern to get to the other
side wbgrg we were to‘cbﬁtact MeGlew, we met a Customs' officer.

He étopped us and asked us our business. I cannot recollect how I
tried to explain our presence but he put his hand on the bag and
sald, "There are r;fles in that bag and I_have‘to search it". | I
denied thatrﬁhg bag contained rifles and said that I would not allow
him to search it bq@ that I_might‘allow his sgnior 6fficer to
consider the matter, The latter, I présgmed, was in a cabin at the
stern of the boat. ' So I told my comrade, McCaughey, to 1ift his
bag on his shoulder and we proceeded to retrace our steps towards £he‘
stern, Ipsteéd of s§0pping at the sﬁern I whispered to McCaughey to
keef going, So we proceeded on towards thg_ganguay despite the
protests and threats of the Customs' officer. We got on the guay

. side and éontinged to make our way through the dockers past the part
of the shed which was open convenient to the ship. 'Arriving'aldng the
qpay‘wherq'the shed was closed there was only room for two to walk.
So I then tried #o glov down the progress of the Customs! officef
while MeCaughey quickened his pace in the direction of the dock exit..
But on seeing this manoeuvre the Customs officer became very violent
in his protestations, aﬁd his gesticulations and his shoqts

att:aéted some of the dockers who came to his assisfance. The

narrowness of the space along the quayside was to their disadvantage.
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McCaqghey had mg.de a fair amount of headway before we reached the
end of the shgd. McCaughey by _this time actually had reached a
gateway through the _dockway where a policeman should have been at his
post but by very good fortune he seemed to have wandered from his |
begt._ Having got into open ground I had to run for the gate after
MeCaughey with a crowd of dockers and the Customs officer after me.
Cutside the_d}ock gate on the street same of t;he. dock;:rz; made an
“attempt to:catch hold of me. I prei'.ended to make blows at them, yet
keeping out of their reach. One of them slipped off a belt with a
bright brass ‘r;uckle which I.saw flashing in front ‘of me, By this
time the policeman appears to have come on the scene and the bes£ he
could do was to blow his whistle, However, I could not keep them
off any 1ong§r go I rushed after McCaugl;ey and both of us,encumbered
ywith the bag, ran as fastly as we could, 4s our pursuers were
gaining on us we turned into an alleyway containing warehouses and
dulmpe.d.‘.bhe bag in a doorway, hoping to return later to collect it.
Unfortm;.tely the police, nc;w reinforced, se_arched the area for us
and found the bag. It probably contained é or & rifles, Luckﬂy |
the police or the Customs Officer were not in a position to identify

us, - So with that the incident closed.

 ¥r, Kerr was very upset when we got back. to the base, And I
remenber on that occasion on arriving back that Tom Cullen from
Dublin was sitting in the kitchen, ~ The latter :nformed me during
this visit of a boycott which was being ‘econtemplated in Dublin,
which soon after I recognisgd as the shooting of the Intelligence

officers on "Bloody Sunday".

My first trip on my own was with a sailor's bag. It was fram
a dump in a house of a man called Lawlor. The night was dark when
Lawlor and myself éét out from his house in the Bootle neighbourhood.
Our plan was to pﬁceed to the nearest station of the ovi'erhead. |
railway getting off at the Nelson dock where the B. & I. Boats

berthed, On leaving the house by an alleyway at the dock, I lost
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my comrade and had to proceed on my.om. I must have taken a bus
to the railway and on arriving there I dic} not see him. He must
have proceeded to an intermediate station, Hmﬁr, I went by
train to the Hele_ion Dock and as this was my first solo Job I was
son_xewhat. nervous, princj.pa]ly as I did not know on which side of the
dock basin .t.he boat lay. And I did not want to spend more time than
was necessary in rogmﬁng a.ro_ﬁnd looking for the Irish boat. By géod
fortune I took the right direction and passing by the boat, "The Lady
Killiney", I was ca]J.ec}. I was very ‘much relieved to find that it
was our agent on board, Paddy McCarthy, who cgllegl me, Paddy had
been _infoz_'med by Iawior that I was on the way. Lawlor had arrived
before me. The bag contained rifles with o_ld boots as packing for

camouflage, and prcbably other smaller items,

- In cormection with the procuring oi: weﬁpons in England - my
account is partly assumption - the extensiye Irish popula.tioﬁ, even
the unorganised members associated with Irish commmnities or even
those of Irish dapqe halls, somehow always knew what to do with a gun
or a weapon if thej managed to acquire one. Of course, -ﬁembers of
Simn Fein clubs and especially members of the I.R.A. and I.R.B. were
always on the 1ook01-r|:. for weapons that. might be of use. The type of
weapon and its lethal value varied considerably, some be:l.r;g very-
inadequate such as pin-fire revolvers, old rusty grenades from the
j)revicu_s world war. Revolvers, even of more modern pattern, varied
very much in their calibre, I think the .L44 revolver was of a
Canadian pattern. Even there were Peter-the-painters. | The latter

were modern at that time,

On one occasion some German machiﬁe-gung— were sent from
Newcastle complete with the sleighs belonging to them. They had,

apparen'tly, been in use on the eastern front of the world war.

Unfortunately the sleighs were kept in a backyard - one of our dumi:é
and in a raid by police one of our best men, Séén Fitzgerald, was
arregted.' Fortunately the guns had been despatched to Dublin before
1'.hm:f Sean Fitzgerazld- had been‘a. very actiﬁ_wrker. He was an

associate of Tom Clarke and the pre-1916 group. He was an elderly



man ﬁnd had a link yith the Fer}:lans. He knew O'Donovan~Rossa and
other Fenians during his youth, On that ‘occasion only two or three
machine-guns came into our hands. I don't know how they were

procured in Newcastle.

In connection with the procuring of arms abroad, New York was
our mps_t import,_antA source in that reSpect.. Other ports df c_a.ll were
Hamburg, Antwerp a.nd very occ&iona.]__'ly Buenos Aires a@ﬂ Genoa. At -
the latter port, Mr. Hipas a brother of Tom of Cork, gave us
whatever assistance he could but“om' visits were very infréquent
because there was no regular service to this port. As far as I
remember t_here-was on],y'one trip. Since we could ﬁot develop a
regular service there he didn't try to organise any source of supply.
Our messenger on board contacted him and he gave him some sﬁ:a.}_'l. supply

on one occasion,

7 In connect_io_n with repregentation on board boats we had friendly
agents in the Seamens' Unions. These men had quite a stock of
sailors' books belonging to former sailors who had ceased that
occupation and it was possible for the friendly agents to forge new
papers or change particulars. to s-uit one of our men who would need a
job on a ship, _'l‘his did not happen very frequently during my
administrgtic;n but I kmew it._happenedl before my arrival on the scene
and I kmew the men concernec_!. There was a man called Barney Kiernman
who was a Seaman's delegate, He would actually arrange a job for a
saiior and supply him with the necessary papers. There was another
man called Ned Hoare, I am not quite sure in what capacity he
worked but T think it wonld be in a simllar capacity to that of
Kiernan. Hoare was also a sympathe’;.ic agent on our behalf and one
episode-in that direction stands out in my mir_nd. It concerns the
escape of Liam Mellowes to America after 1919. This was during the
first world war period when sailings to America were perhaps a trifle
irregnlarf_ Hoare on this occasion had the job of supplying or
collecting the crew for a cg_i-t.ain boat sailing from a South of England

port to a North American Port. ILiam Mellowes was t;hen in Liverpool
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and Hoare arranged to get him a job as a member of a crew. The
usual sailor's documents had to be supplied and Liam's worries in
this_connection he rg;ated to me some yeara_later when he had
returned to Liverpool. They had set out from Liverpool to the port
of embarkation by train and yet the personal papers necessary for
Mbllqwes were not forthcoming although apparently all the other men,
being regvlar seamen, were in possession of theirs, Actually they
were contained in a 1ittle leather bag which Hoare carried with him on
the train from Liverpool to the south of England to the port from which
thg boat was to sail. L;am told me that he was very worried about
phis although Hoare kept reassuring him that everything would be all
right, so as they were Passing through a tqpnel Liam took the bag and
threw it out the window, This ensured that everybody was in the same
positipn - without papers, and there were no documents for any men

sailing on the particular boat on which Mellowes was to travel.

Aa_far as T know this was Liam's first experience of deep sea
sailing, This probably was a further worry for him, in connection
y@th his'job_as a member of the crew, He told me that when the crew
got‘gboard‘they broke up into 1ittle groups of men surveying and
appraising the virtues or defects of the boat, He listened to one
1ittle unit of sailors and then joined another group and repeated the
remarks of the former group.. In thia way he gave the impression that
he was an experiencéd aailor.himaelf. I cannot recollect the
particular job he did on board but I imagine it was that of fireman.
But by the time he arrived at the American port, he informéd me, he

was never in such a fit condition,

He mentioned something about another man escaping to Aperica at
the same time but who didntt fare off so well as he was not so clever

in regard to the crew and was really very badly handled by the crew.

Other persons of note whom I know to have travelled as stowaways

or as bogus seamen were - Ned O'Brien of Limerick, Mr. De Valera and

a man called O'Donovan. I met Ned O'Brien after the Knocklong ambush



in Iiverpool and I cannot recall whether he was travelling as a
stoyaw_ayr t;ut. my impression.is t.'lt:'la.t'this was the manner in which he
t;-a_ve]l?d. Liam Mellowes ,inc:_ldnta]_'l.y,came back to Liverpool as a

stowaway about September or (jctober, 1920,

. As T h_ave'_said, Kew York was our best foreign source of supply
fgr amunjti_Lon. Wéappns there were standard and had thqir supply
of amnnmitign to suit, unlike our sources in EFngland and Seotland
where we got everything in !'.he way of obsolete weapons as well as
weapons of more modern type. There were other Irish Americans
there who worked internally. I think that the principal dump for

a:mrupift.ipn and guns ready for _Bl.l,t;qsent' was at the Carmelite Monaétery

i_n this cit.y. Apparently qhipping_mtgxitio;ns or @rangferring then to

the Atlantic boats there didn't involve much 'risk, but required
secrecy on account of the intense activity of the British Sples.

~ The Irish organisation in New York were not satisfied with the
relatively small supplies which they were succeeding in gett.ing
across the Atlantic on Liners to Li:verpqol and considered that if a
boat with a sympathetic crew could be procured to sail direst to
Dublin or some other Irish port a consignment of arms could be

forwarded in that way, A Customs Officer called .Gleeson was also
. concerned in the organisation of this venture, 4 Moore MeCormlck

Boat ua.s’eveniually chartered in New York and a suitable crew
employed, = When all ai-ranggments had been made for sailing, about
480 Thompson guns with ammnition sewn up in sacking in different lots
were put on board,  Their delivery on board took place on Sunday
mo'rn_:'__m_;_, anti_BoJ.and_ and Pedlar watgh_ed tjfhe procedure from a safe
distance as. they didn't wish to be associated with the venture or to
be| seen nearby in case of British Secret Service agents having them
under obsgmtion_._ In the early hqurs of the next morning Pedlar was
rung up a.nd informed that the Federal Police had discovered the arms,
I think even to-day the explanation of this misfortune is not fully
c;l.ea;z_'_. The arms were eventually recovered by them from the police

and the original purchasers were able to get them back again. From
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thepqe onwards it was necessary to revert to the old system of
smuggling arms across the Atlantic in small quantities, While I had
nothing persopal to do jith these consignments of guns I learned the

details as given above from Liam Mellowes and Pedlar.

The Atlantic route was our mqst impértant route both on account
of the source of supply at New York and_because of the fact that
sailings were very rggular and frequent. Our best boats on that line
were the Celtlc and the Baltic. As a seaman's life is a casual form
of employment, the persommnel changed occasionally but I would like to
mention in connectiou with the Cglﬁic the names of Barmey Downes,

Dick O'Neill and Billy Humphries, an Englishman. Billy had a job on
boaggfas Lamp Trimmgr and was a member of the permapent crew. He ﬁad
a cabin to himself which was very convenient for our work. He wis :
the principal agent in saving Mr, De Valera on his return from New
Yofk when British Qetectives were lopking for him on board. There
were also two other geamenfwhqse names I am unab;e to remember and who
were outstanding men. In connectipn.with the Baltic the only name I
can remember is that q{”Bélly:Goggins. We knew beforehand the

- approximate time and arrival of these boats into Liverpool. When the
boaps had docked we wpuld contact the men concerned, In the early
stages when we contacted the men we broﬁght the stuff ashore to a
dump but later on when T had an Assistant - Tim Sullivan - we would
go aboard the ship in the early morning and by previous arrangements
with members of the crew, with their assistance would have the Load
transferred direct to the Irisﬁ boat, I should mention that Tim
lived in the neighbourhood of the docks. His place was known to all
tpe seamen concerned in the.shipmeﬁt. He was easily contacted and
often acted as a go—ﬁgtween,sometimes with m&self an& the séamen,
With thg assistapce of perhaps another worker in the Mbvgment locally
they were able to deal with most of the.work in connection with
carrying arms aboardf I should mention that as far as I remewher

the number of men engaged in this work never exceeded a half dozen
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although we ;ére_supposed_tqﬂdraw on megbers of tpg‘I:R.B: gpd )
Volunteer Compan;es in_general at times:}or assistance during my
period of office. Anyway I deliberatély confined the work to a;
'fgw, the;eby.keeping the_businesg as secret as possible, During

ny adminis@ration we didnft‘get very much material fram continental }
ports., Possibly it was difficulf to get men to take the risk there,
Our best source on the continent was Hamburg, During the earlier
periods Glasgow was about the best source and I remember one trip
there during'whiph I contacted a man_cal}éd Harry Coyle who was in
charge in Glasgow on the permanent staff. Because Glasgow was
situated in a mining area it was a fairly good source for procuring
gelignite and detonators in addition to other‘ﬁeapons. On one
ogqgsion Qoyle_dec?ded tq_driye a 1orry_d;wn to Liverpool with a
load of munitions and Kerr asked me to go to Glasgow to'guige the
lorry to Liverpool, - Kerr had previougly rented % garage in a very
reséectable residential area. I arrived in Gléggow‘and was
accommo¢ated in the house of a sympathiser there., I think one of
the sources of supply was a drill hall which was to be raided. My
part.in the job was to walt until the 1ofry called for me with this -
load. T think on the night in question the raid was abortive and I

think it was on this occasion a policeman was wounded.

I was forced to ;emain in G;aSgow for some time to await another
cargo by road ard on thi§ occasion drové an Austin car belonging to
a Provision'Dealer._ Coyle-was not a very expert motor driver and
unfortunately knew nothing about the mechanics of a car, a fact which
led to his arrest later on when he was forced to leave his car in a
garage for repairs and the mechanic noticed lethal weapons in the

car and notified the police,

On the night of our departure for Liverpool I awaited his
arrival in a small flat sitting on a couch beside a coal fire with a
large sack of gelignite besgide me. Eventually the car arrived and

- we loaded up, It was an old Austin with a hood, The back of the



car was packed up to the level of the top of the front seat. In
addition to the driver and myself there was another member of the
local Volunteers. One of us was forced to recline on the top of
this load at the back-and it was a most uncemfortable position, but
we changed around as we pro_t:ee’dgg‘. on thg Journey, About twenty
miles 6utside (Glasgow the car br_okg_‘down and we were forced to spend
the whole nigh'b there in the car until the next morning when a
mechanic was prqured. " While we stood on the roadside_he did
'whatev_er was necessary and drove the car up and down the road but
g.ppgre_ntly didn't look under the rug behind him, where ocur cargo was

concealed,

Going through Carlisle, smoke began to come out of the gearbox.
As we were in a town we were able to have this rectified. Passing
through Cmnbérland Mountains Coyle managed to get into & rut on the
mountain road. The car wobbled very mich. On one side was a
steep mountain and on the other a precipice, I became so alarmed
that I made a grab at the wheel but fortunately we didn't go off the
road,  We were all armed with_guns, Our next spot of bother
occurred'in Preston when the lighting system failed. This included
the horn. Luckiiy the shops_weren't 8ll closed so we purchased a
policeman's whistle for the _drivgr and two bicycle lamps. The man
seated in front beside the d'ri_ye;- held out a bicycle lamp as well as .
—he could and the man on the top of the load at the back of the car
was able t9 hold one out at thé rear as a further protection. This
.‘ 1ightir}g system worked very effectively, As we travelled through
Liv_eppool a policeman whistlec_l us up but we didn't‘ stop and we
arrived safely at our destina!:_ioz_l approximately 24 hours from the
time we had set out from Glasgow, Next day in the garage we had
rented in Liverpool, we were able to sort out ocuf gqnsigzment which
consisted 9f gelignite and a varied selection of small arms and

ammnition,

With regard to despatches for London, I was supplied with
covpring addresses to which_ I malled or forwarded these despatches

through the post, The addresses were those of sympathisers who



would not bé fullylassociated with the Movement.,  The only one of
these addresses T can remember and I think the one which I most |
freqﬁently used was that of Lady Claire Annesley. I cannot recollect
theladdress at thg momen@ but she lived in a very exclusive
neighbourhood, T talked with Art O'Brien about her, years later, and
hevinformed me that she was_sympathetic. I was intrigued by her
title but I did not make any effort to tréce her family cormections or

how she became sympathetic to our cause,

At the time T kmew Neil Kerr he was 2 man of about 55 years of
age, He was of medium.build. His hair was premeturely grey.. - And
he had a very pale compléxion which was accentuated by a_black hat
whiqh he habitually wore. He always affected a military.bearing
which was peggtived‘by a slight stoop. - In temperament he was rather
irascible which madé him sometimes feared and perhaps disliked by
some of the other cplleaguesrof the I.R.B. At the time I knew him
he was a s;laried agent fog purchasing munitions, His occupation.
prgviously, I think, was as a labouring-man‘in a local Gas Works, I
- don't think his education was too extensive, And I think any
complicatgd_comﬁunications might need the assistance of his colleague
Steve Lannigan - an officer in the Customs & Excise, But he had a
very high standard of intelligence and was much thought of by Michael
Collins. He had the capacity to get things done and to inspire
peoﬁle to do them effectively. | I think I previouslyAmentioned that

his three sons participated in the Easter Week Rising.

~ Steve Lannigan, on the other hand, was a fairltheli educated
‘mgn._ He wﬁs something éf an agpostié, the origin of which I never
triea to asgertain. Presumably, he had been a ﬁractising Catholic
at one time; Turing my associgtion with him he was in the
confidence of leaders in Dublih. He haﬁlless time for activity than
Neil Kerr as he had to look after his work during the day, For Fhis
reason he had not so much to do with I.R.A, and I.R.B. activitied,

But he would accasionally after work assist in carrying munitions to



. the basins was the principal objective., I may have previously
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the boats. As far as I know his position as Customs Officer was not

of great value to us for our activities,

'Ig the month of November, 1920, priof to the burning of the
Live:pool Warehouses and #imber yards, the Volunteer organisation in -
Liverpool consisted of approximately four Companies. One of these-
Compan;es,‘I think? was situated in Birkenhead at the other side -of
the Mersey. The thfee remaining‘Companies operated on the Liverpool
sidelof\the Mersey. I could not give‘any idea of what the precise
strength of each Company was but the'potal strength of all Companies
was ip the neighbourhood of 100 - 150, T might say here that the
strength of the T.R.A. in L;ver§ool area fluctuated very much és it
was mostly composed of 1aboﬁring men‘coming across from Ireland, And

some of these perhaps stayed only for short periods,

~ The L.R.A. was controlled by the I.R.B. The head of the I.R.B.,
as far as I know, was Nell Kerr. And Kerr deputed leadership of the
T.R.A. to his son Tom., Neil was an oldish man and I think Tom did

the administrative work in connection with the I.R.A. There was

also in existence there at least one Company of Cumann na mBan, One

of its officers was a Miss Doran, now Mrs. Tom Kerr.

My Company operated in the Beotle end of Liverpool and Tom Kerr
was the officer in charge. But apart from that, as I lived conyenient

to Kerr, I assisted him in his work in connection with munitions.

T think the first operation of the I.R.A. was originally intended
to be the destruction of Liverpool Docks. How that was to be
effected T am not quite certain, I think the blowing up of gates

connecting the Dock Basins with the River Mersey and thereby flooding

mentioned that the plans for the operation were discovered in Dublin
during a_raid‘onAMulcahy's house. So probably for that reason these
plans were never pﬁt into effect, I could not say who drew up tpe

plans, T think that Sedn Plunkett had something to do with them,
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Tom Kerr should be in a position to give more information on that
point. On the abandoning of that plan it was decided to set fire to
cotpgn warehouses and timber yards, The cotton war;houges exiended
alpng‘the_whole dockside convenignt to the docks and separated from
them py the dock wall., They ran almost parallel to the @ocks. They
were tall buildings with narrow floors and had iron dborﬁ. And since
Liverpool was, T think, then headquarters distribution centre of raw
cotton the warehouses were always fairly well s£ockéd. I cannot say
vho drew up the plans for the ﬁurning of theée warehouses but I think
that the I.R.,B. officers viere responsible as théy conéidered it would
be a_suitable alternative to the burning of the docké. According to
the plans, entrance was to be effected to the warehouges Ey severing
the 1ocks with bolp cutters énd carrying in quantities of parﬁffin oil
to start the fires. The bolt cutters were at least 3' 1n 1ength and
they were purchased in Eﬁgland, presumably. in small lots. Thgy were
distributed to small groups of members of the I.R.A. who were given
the task of setting fife to the_warehouseé in different areas from the
north of Liverpool to £he south, Each group detailed for burning
“ operations was about four or‘fivé strong. I cannot say how each

- party rgceived detailgd instructipns regafdiné the job they were told
to_ﬁake. But in my case I was told that‘I was to take a party of
.four or five mem fo a warechouse in Bootle. I was instructed to force
an entrance by cutting the léck on the main door and then start tﬁe
fire with the ald of paraffin ofl, I'should say the paraffin ofl was
gollected by the Cumann na mBan scme days previously and stored at
théir_houses from which it was collected by the different groups.

The operation was timed for‘a certain hour on the night of the 27th
November, 1920, which happened to be & Saturday night. I cannot say
uﬁy Saturday night.waa selected but T believe there was some very
good reascn for it, Perhaps the strength of the police force might
be reduced_fgp_week—ends and that pecple in géneral would be réiaxing

on this night. There would be a little more drinking taking place on

Saturday night.
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I cié.mot. remember the name of the street in which the
warehouse was situated which I was detailed to destroy. At about
& p.m, on the night in question I took my group to the Mh@e _
concerned, We cut the lock with the bolt cutters 'al-ld effected
an entrance. The procedure cpnsisted in opening bales of cotton by
severing the steel p:h;zs binding them. The cotton was scattered as
ruch as possi_bi!.e -and saturated with paraffin oil. " This was done on
" several floors. It started from the top floor and each bale of
scattered cotton was set alight. Our task was accomplished by the
time we were leaving the place, An_d ve got safely away before my
particular warehouse was well alight. A similar effort at '
incendiarism ext.endiﬁg JoveAr an area of over seven miles corresponding
to a:_xd parallel to the dc;cks, with varying degrees of- success in each
area, was made. ' In scme -pléces s where gresater success was attained,
f:hfe brigades were kept busy for some days eﬁd;:lnghiehi:ig fires. .I
cbuld not give an approximate estimate of the value of the material
that was destroyed. It was falrly considerable. This led to very
markhd poi!.ice actlvity and a considerable number of arrests were made
one night, These included Neil Kerr, his son-Tom and Stephen
Lannigan. There were many other arrests but these three were the

most important from our point of view. '

There was no one left to direet operations. So I was asked to
come over to_l_}ublin some days afterwards when matters had quietened
down somewhat. I travelled over in the steamship "Blackrock® in

forecastle with the crew,

Arriving in Dublin I was put in touch with the late Colonel
O'Reill_& who took me to see Collins at hig office in Hesp:i_l Road.,
As T entered the house T heard t.n-)ewriting activity in the front room
and Joe Reillly and I went into a roan at t.he‘ bac!;: where we chatted |
for some time awalting the arrival of the 'Big Fellow' (Michael
Collins). Miss Hoey, I think, was the name of the lady who owned this
house, Eventually Michael Co:!.lins came in and he discuéséd the

sitvation in Idverpool with me, Finally, he told me to carry on in
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the place of Nail Kerr and the other leaders who had been arrested.

My talk with Collins filled me with enthusiasm to carry on with
any work_thgt was to be done or any work that he wished to have done,
As T went down the steps of this house I was struck by the favourable

situation of the house for such work,

I returned to Liverpool by the Hollyhead boat, making plans to
take up the threads of the'organisation where Neil Kerr left_off ’
particu}arly in connection H.‘-lth cammunications and mn_nitit_n-:s. The
organisation of seamen on board the boats working for us was intéct,

‘as they had taken no part in the bumings.

On Collins';directions T assumed control of the I.R.B. immediately
I returned to I._:'Lverpool. There was no caontroversial arrangement
about it., T just assumed contro?[, .princi'pally in c;;nnection_ with the
buying and d_ispatching of munitions, And I forggt if I e;:pléined to
other mem_bers of the I.R.B. there my new'posit.ion? but I assuﬁed they

were aware of it on accoint of my visit to Dublin,

Tom Kerr had been acting 0_.C. of the I.R.A. units but, being a
member of the I.R.B., that organisation w-a._s almo_st; in direct control
of the T.R.A. The next prominent officer associated with the I.R.A.
after these _arrgst.s‘was a man called Early., He was second in camanﬁ
tome in connection with the I.R.A, .But he had-mthing to do with
our work in connec'ti'on with munitions., Iater on I gave him guthority
to é,arry on as acting 0.C., I.R.A. units over theré. This relieved
me of regp'onsibility. I vanted to keep in the background as much as

possible,

~ This work in connection with the boats and seamen had been

" confined to a few people and I felt that any fﬁrther arrests would
completely disrupt our communications, 'But I still continued to
discuss p'la.ns'J regarding I.R.A. activity and visited general meetings

of the units,



l;‘he p9]ice a.(_:tiv:lty continued long ::.tfter‘ the burning of the
wafehouses. Private houses were rgided. I left my regular digs
to stay in another house for safety. - And, whether for comfort or
some other reason, I decided to return after a couple of nlights to my
former digs. This was fortunate for me because on the night of my

return the house in which I had temporarily stayed was raided.

In the C.I.D. in Liverpool there were a number of Irishmen
holding important positions. These were known to our organisation

“and they probably knew some of our leaders.

Before Kerr had been arrested he had been informed that Mr.
De Valera was returning from the United States and that it had been
arranged for him to travel as a stowaway on the Céltic. Kerr had
kept_. th_is information very secret and when he was arrested he realised
thgt t_hére was nqboc}y left to make plans for the arrival of Mr. De
Valera in Livérpool. Kerr was confined in the local gaol where his
wife was allowed to visit him occasionally. During her visits he
managed to convey this information to 'her. S0 Mrs, Kerr informed me
of the facts. My second C!_'lristian-né.me is Casbriel but I was known to
all in Liverpdgl as “Paddy". Ne:‘_.l Kerr knew that in my home I was
called Gabriel, So when speaking to h:l.s wife in the presence of
warders he referred to me as nSister Gabriel" and Mrs. Kerr was quick
enough to understand who he meant while the warder, no doubt, was

under the impression that Neil was speaking of a nun..

About th9 time "the facts were conveyed to me I 'l_;hink the Celtic
was on the high seas and the responsibility of having such an
important ,‘jo}? thrown upon me when I was almost alone worried me
considerably. However, I arranged a house for Mr. De Valera to stay
1n,w"bha.t. of Mrs. McCarthy, 27 Guildhall Road, Aintree - I think.
Mrs, McCarthy was the widow of a former I.R.B. officer who was possibly
_the leader of the I.R.B. in Liverpool. She lived in this house with
twé sisters and all three went -out to work every day. She was always

eager to help by keeping I,R.A. leaders passing through Liverpool.
|
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As far as T know she never got any monetary reward for her services.

T think Cathal Brugha stayed there for a considerable time after 1916,

T also made arrangements about stowiné away Mr, De Valera on the
B. & . boat from Liverpool to the North Wall, Dublin. When the
Ce_ltic arrived in Liverpool I_ ﬁaited fqr‘ ‘it to l:erth in its <_iock,
previocusly having ia.nded its passengers at the landing stage. It is
customary when a linei' has tled up at its dock for the casual members
of the crew to leave for their homes. I waited at the dock knowing
that one of our men, Dick O'Neill,was on board. He eventually came
down the gangway and I waited amongst the crowd of officials and
spectators who are usually present at‘ the berthing of a big liner, So
T managed to 'att.rat_:t his attention as he mingled with the crowd. He
to;l.d me not to hang around or stay about as British detectives were on
board and that _they.had'him under observation, I férget the gldt of
the conversation after that and what plans were ma.d.e for the taking
oft of Mr, De Valera, However, there was an Englishnan on board
called Billy ﬁumphreyg. This man had for some time been associated
with our men on board. He had, apparently, played a very active paet
during the voyage in looking after Mr. De Valera since O'Neill had been
kept under observation by the detectives, My assumption is that when
0'Neill left t.he.bc'»at, the detectives gave up the search for De Valera,
coming to the gonq;gsion that he was not on board., ‘later oh, when
the coast was clear, Humphreys brought Mr., De Valera a.shgre and took
him home to his house, He kept him thefe ‘for the night. But before
retiring they smeared butter on the bolts of Phe backdoor so that they
could be op:anéd noiselessly if the house was ralded during the night.
Next day M'r. De Valera was conveyed to the h;ause' of Mre,McCarthy in
Guilc_lhall Road, Aintree. There I contactedlhim. Ve cha-tted about.
thing_s in general, _ He told me he was glad. to see a young man in
charge In Liverpool. fnd he told me all about the American system of

elections for President which I' did not follow very clearly at the time,
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Arrangements had been made to have De Valera brought to Dublin
‘on the Lady Carlew in charge of a mate by the name of Hackett, We
had not used Hacke?t up to this for our other work and I think he had
been contacted in Dublin for this particular job bécause he was the
only man in that service who had any position of authority on board
and whq, p;esumably, had a comfoftable cabin for 'first-class!

passengers, -

L

In conveying Mr, De Valera down to the boat we weré #ccompanied
by an old member of the I.R.B. called John Fitzgerald, Ve travélled
by tram>gnd bus across the city. Vhen goipg down to the boat I
asked’Mr; Fit;gerald to accompany the‘Chief: I did this as a tribute
to Fitzgerald, giving him thig honour, because he had been an older
worker in the Movement than I. I walked a few paces behind them and
I remember Mr, De Valera wearing a rather short raincoat. He looked
anything but a sailor and he could not be disguised very efféctively
as a sailor. We delivered him aboard anyway without any misadventure
and left him in the safe keeping of the mate - Mr, Haékett. 1
understand that preparations for his érri§31 at the North Wall were
fairly elaborate anq I learned that on his arrival he had breakfast

at Fleming's hotel where he was welcomed by Michael Collins,

‘I ghould have mentioned that in the course of my conversation
with Mr, De Valera at Mrs, McCarthy's house he told me that his
principal worry of being'arfested on English soil was that the British
authorities might suggest that he had.reaily come there to try to.

open up negotiations for a settlement,

Followihg tbe arrests of leaders such as Neill Kerr we proceeded
to reorganise our purchase for munitions organisation, Kerr and his
associates, meanwhile, were undergoing trial in Liverpool and were,
of course, 'written—off! and we did not expect to see them for some

time,

Somewhere around this timebMellowea came into the picture as

Director of Purchases, This would be sometime in the beginning of
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1922. He had returned from the United States, as far as I remember,
in the autgmn of 1920, Somebody made that point a matter of
importaﬁce. The reason I think it was at that time is that if it had
been'after Kerr's arrest I would probably have brought ﬁim down to the

bhoat myself as a stowaway across to Dublin,

After Me}lowe's appointment as Director of Purchases ﬁe paid us
numerous visits from time to‘timg in the course of his visits to
different centres in Pngland. But I was still under Collins'
depgrtmgnt by virtue of the I.R.B. organisation. There was a little
ovérlapping there. Collins controlled everything by virtue of the
I.R.B. and M@llowes controlled Purchases by virtue of his pos;tion on

G.H.Q. staff. However, I managed to obey the orders of both,

About this time I was dépuﬁed to selegt an assistant to help me
with the work in connection with mumnitions. This was a very big
work., My first assistant was a man called Hogﬁn who was an ex-seaman
and a very old worker in Iriéh'underground organisations. Laterlon
a8 more p;rﬁanent appointmént was that of Tim O'Sullivan, formerly of
Farranfore, Cpunty.Kerry. Tim, és a wﬁoletime assistant,‘ﬁaa # great
help, He lived'convenieﬁt to the docké and knew most o; the seamen
on the boats and he could visit one ap a moment's notice, Occasiohally
he would get the assistance of another Irishman who lived locally
called Paddy Walsh to help him to carry munitions to a Dublin boat
prior to sailing. But'otherwise he and I were able to manage between
us, This meant that almost all activitf in conniection with the
supplies was confined_to ourselves and we rarely had to call on other
members of the I.R.B., so that a considerable number of people in the

Volunteers did not know that such an organisation was in existence at

all,

- T think about this time we started to improve business both in

the number of scurces and frequency of sh#pments.

Prior to Sullivan's appointment, which was at the suggestion of

Tiam Mellowes, - 1 should say here in parenthesis - I was in the habit



of visitigg the liners myself to collect any parcels, guns or
munitioné. One such visit to the Celtic, I remember, was conneéted‘
with phe first Thompson guns which came into Treland ; numbering |
seven, ﬂThey came from New York in the care of Billy Humphreys, the
man who was responsible for De Valera's safe journey. He had a
prominent position on board.as a lamp trimmer and appeared to be
entitled to a smal; cabin. This was very convenient from the point
of viev of éecrecy. Butlﬂith<other members of the men ?orking for

us on ships we would never meet in privacy except ashore,

Thompson guns were rather awkward and bulky and, as I-have
previously fecdrdeq, we later decided to trahsfér them direct to the
Diblin boats without taking them out of the dock at all. O Sullivan
was of won&grful assistance. He always knew when any particular
boat had arrived or was soon due to sail, He ﬁas a great help in
tgavelling qccasionally to otﬁer English centres to convey messages

or perhaps to collect parcels of guns or ammunition.

_ Expenses in connection with the purchase of munitions were

-operated by mee On several occasions I remember having £500 notes
at my diéposal. T received notes of very large denominations from
G.H.Q. I remember the difficulty of changing these into ones of
smaller denominations and the'danger of bringing suSpicion on myself
by going into'the Bank with notes of such large denomination. So

T was accustomed to put them through a sympathxser called James |
Moran of Scotland Road, Liverpool, who had. something to do with an

Tnsurance organisation.

We neﬁer‘poségssed a motor car in tiyerpool. I did not know
how to drive one at the time, This Qas a handicap as it meant that
we had frequent rail journeys with fairly heavy'and awkﬁard parcels,
Other centres occasionallyrﬁere able io borrow cars from business
people of Irish extraction. It may be that such syméathetic
businessmen existed in Liverpool. I never came across any of thém.

Nearly all the workers in Liverpool were of working-class origin.-
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Agifar as I rememper an occagiongl car came from Ngwcgsth—oq:Tyne,
from Manchester and from Glasgdw.l On one occasion an old Ford car
arfived from Manchester and I remember we were peing driven someplace
thfough Liverpoql in it when the engine stopped. We were not able ‘
to start the car - I think owing to the absence of a starting handle,
Sq we vere trying to start the car along the street when an Orange
précession came into view. Members of this.ﬁrocession very kindly
' )

gave us a push until we got started.

Supplies froﬁ“Glasgow when I took over command continued to come
by rail and qu this purpose we purchased a trunk capable of taking
rifles, There was in Liverpool at this time a man called Paddy
Supple Fho had taken part in the 1915 Rising. Paddy used to travel
up to Glasgow with this huge trunk as luggage, have it filled there
with anything gvailable in the line of munitions and return in a

couple of days.

Sometime earl# in 1921 we opened a new source of supply in
Birmingham. A man called Cunningham called to my digs one morning.
He had just arrived from Dublin where somebody had put him in touch
with_G.HfQ. So he was directed to report to me in Liverpool. He
was in touch with one or two gunsmiths in Birmingham and was able to
get_unlimited supplies of brass cartridges which, I understand, were
f£11led with buckshot over in Ireland. He was aléo able tq get some
boxes of gunpowder and occasional fevolvers and ammnition, He
organised a small Company of the I.R.A. in that area and T think
their principal activity wa.s in coﬁnection with munitiqns. On one
occasion he had a very successeful raid on a public school - the
Cratory School - which T think was the ;amous Catholic school ’
established by Newman. A man working in this school was of Irish
birth and was in touch with the organisation, He arranged to admit
Cunningham ;nd his-associates one night to the drill hall at@ached
to this school where there were about 20 Lee Enfields stored, They
unscrewed the stocks of these rifies and took the lot away with them,
These were later convgyed to'mevin liverpool from where I had them

transferred to Dublin,
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Apart ?rom procuring armé and ammunition there were other items
of necessity for carrying on the struggle at'home, and a request
reached me from G.H.Q. to try to procure crucibles for them. These,

I understand, were used in the production and manufacture of bombs,

Oné of cur men in Liverpool named Horan had some experience of
foundry work T think. So in company with him T visited firms in
_Liverpool which dealt with such productions., We found the Englishman
always ready to do buginess. And the handing over 6f two or three
cfuéib;es,lif it did give rise to any suspicion, at a reasonable profit,
did not worry the firm in quéstion. £ think we eventually procured |
them from a fi:nacglled Dowlton Brothers, Acquiring these, hqwevef,
did not give us much trouble and we brought them\down to the Nelson
Dock for shipment in the ordinary way as goods through the B, & I,
Company, One bright official there did query their prgpoéed use and
held us up for some time, Eventuall& and suddenly he withdrew his

opposition and we were allowed to ship them to some business firm in

Dublin, - They arrived safely at their destinatioen.

Another item of importance was grenade springs. The staff officer
in charge of munitions at the time (Sedn Russell) sent us a sample of a
grenade spring which he wished us to procure in large gquantities.

These we eventually'procured in Birminpgham,

Sometime early in 1921 I accidéntal}y got a bullet in my thigh,
I was in the habit of carrying a loaded ,32 revolver, One evening I
called to a_house where I had been informed there were a few revolvers
awaiting me. One of the revolvers there was similar to the one I was
carrying and T placed it in my pocket; I had a habit of pulling the
trigger of revclvers -~ maybe from sheer'habit-pr to test their mechanism,
Unfortunately I pulled the trigger of this one, It being the wrong |
revolvef I shot myself in the_upper_part of the right thigh.
Fortunately at such close range Fhe discharge did not penetrate so
deeply and caused no bone damage, The bullet, however, lodged'fairly'
deeply in the muscles of my-thigh, We got in touch with Dr, O!'Keeffe
of St. Helen's, who came down to Liverpool and took me to Provi&ence

Hospital in St. Helen's where he had me x-rayed.
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On the following day, I think, the bullet was gxtractédf _Tpe
-incident was not reported to the police authorities. Cpllins‘sent
over a message to get ﬁgkbut of the hospital immediately, ‘He did not
realiserthgt the’staff in the hospital were friendly,_including the

nuns and doctors, I was there for about a fortnight.

During this time T uséd to make a lot of rail tripé'to the
different §entres supplying Liverpool. Mﬁst of these have already
been noted. T paid visits %o Irish centres endeavouring to' organise
centres for collecting munitions. I made falrly frequent trips to
Dublin. On one occasion I remember taking with me dispatches which
had arrived thg previous day from America,.- -Thié trip was unnecessary
and indiscreet. I remember on this océasion arriving at Dﬁnlaoghaire |
with the dispatches tied round my waist witp eofdland seeing
Auxiliariés on the Pier as the boat arrived, I had a vague idéa,
should any bother.arise, of posing as an Insurance Agent, But, as
far as I can reqollect, I had no papers to establish my identity as
such, However, I was not held.up on any occasion; although on these
visits I vsually stayed at Fleming's Hotel, Gardiner's Place, and I
was ofyan thg only hoarder in the hotel. The place was frequently
raided, T generally reported to Michael Collins on these viéits,
having first made contact with Colonel GC'Reilly. I reported to him
in a geﬁeral way, usually about the conditions generally in England.
Collins woul@ give me special.instructions when he wanted anything
special done, I remember on one gccasion he invited me to 1unqh with
him at Batt O'Commor's house in No. 1, Brendan Road, Donnybrook, I
think at that time this house was being used by him as his office
because I heard the-usual clock of ﬁypewriters in the front room, as

I entered the house,

At the time I joined the I.R.B. organisation there were about
four circles in existence on the Mersey-side. I think it was a
direct successor to the Feniah organisation and many of the older men,

who were members of the I;R.B., had some direct contact with Fenianism
in their youth and with Fenian leaders in England when the bombing

activities formed the physical force effort of that period.
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When I joined the I.R.B. then, the Volunteer units were
established and possibly had displaced that organisation in physical
force activities. As an organisation it still controlled the
Voiunteers, and perheps other less militant organisations, through
its connection with é.H.Q. My lmpression during my period of
membership was that it was composed mostly of old people who had
become, in some cases, guileless old men who did not wish to give up
their power. We carried on our periodical meetings of circles.

But the greaﬁ'difficulty'was to have- something to talk about at these
meetings. They knew, of course, that the traffic.in arusiwas going
on, but no problems ever arose in that connection to merit a
discussign and the Volunteer organisation was able to solve its own
pfdblems. However, we kept u; the qoutine of our meetings. But
aparﬁ from that act;vity its power as a secret organisation was very

muach on the decline,

Personally T was glad to use the I.R,B, organisation and it's

cormection with Dublin to control the Vbﬂuntéers.

Soon after I had acqnired an assistant in 1921 we shifted our
main activities in connection with dumps as near as possible to the
Nelson Dock where most of the Irish boats berthed. 1In that
neighbourhood lived a man called Hughie Morris who possessed a little
corner shop. I think it was in a sﬁreet called Boundary Street.
Hughie lived there with his wife and two sons, one of whom was a
steward on a boat to Sligo - the MKircaldy". But I think I mentioned
that boat already in comnection with the Sligo run. It was not a
very pfpgressive %ype of shop — a few empty cigarette cartons in the
windows.  And Mrs, Morris herself did all the work behind the
counter. We rented a little room behind this shop for Sur stores.,
The rent ‘was a nominal one and would not have compensated Morris or
his wife if it had ever been discovered by -the police authqrities.
The 1ittle shop in the front served as a qloak for the frequent

passing in and -out - perhaps of strangers. From the point of view
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of secrecy I.think it was an additiona; safeguard because it saved

us thg_incqnvenience of going into private‘hogsés where we could not
be certain of the discretion of.the occupants. From this step-up

we had a convenient run to the boats in the neighbourhood. I
femember one night, incidentally, we ﬁad a surprise visit of a car
from_Londoh. Apparently some sympathiser had bought a car in London
and was taking it over to Ireland via Liverpool. The organisation

in London asked the driver to take along some parcels of revolver
ammunition and deliver them to us in Liverpool. The car arrived
somewhgre about'midnighﬁ at my lodgings and I accompanied it down to
the house of Mr, Hbrris. As I was passing in the parcels to
TimIO'Sullivan through the doorwgy a policeman suddenly appeared just
as the last parcel was handed in, 0'Sullivan, on seeing him arriving,
¢losed the door and remained inside. He questioned us about the
presence of the car in that neighbourhood in the small hours of the

: ﬁorning and summoned his neighbouring policeman by blowing his whistle,
Apparently he was looking for stolen cars and this being a respectsble-~ -
looking one in not so respectable a neighbourhood arcused his
suspicions, The driver was able to prove that the car was ﬁis
property gnd the police eventually seemed satisfied, and so we were
all happy. Hbrr%s' place continued to be used as a dump for an
indefipite per@od. V?ry often stuff did not come di;ect to.the houée
of Mrs, Morris, We had several a&drgs;es to which it was directed
and from there transferred to the dﬁmp at ﬁrs, Morris' place. To
these other dumps, which wgre.businesses in a small way, we had boxes
of material sometimes sent, particularly froﬁ Birmingham, We found
this convenient and a rairly safe method of having stuff despatched.
And it was not until our activities were almost finished up in
connection withrarmsf traffic that any suspicion was ever directed

towards that methoed of forwarding supplies.

I have referred to St. Helen's as being a very good source of
explosive material. And I should record the occurrence of one
episode there which produced quite an exceptionally good result.

During a coal strike our men, of course, were unable to have access to
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the usual sources of material and decided on raiding the depots for
explgsives. Thesé depots (I forget the official name for them)
were, of course, situated Qutside the mines and on a particular
night, raids were made in various areas and a'considerable quantity
of gelignite and detonators removed from them, It was all conveyed
to us in Liverpool by St. Helen'BVVolunteer Company. No-—suspicion
arose of any I.R.A. activity in connection with that event because
the coal strikers in many areas raided these depots in order to
obtain explog;ves for working small surface deposits of coal for
their own use, and for thei:}families. Tﬁe local V01untger Company
ﬁas well aware_of this ang'fook advantaée pf the position. This was‘
one of our biggest shipments 8f explosives, This coup was organised
by‘the ;ocalAI.R.A,‘leader-- MeDonagh, who is now dead. - I gave '
dgtails of th}s venture in a despatch to Collins;'ﬁnd he'expressed_

great pleasure at our success,

- I%remember when Liam Mellowes took over as Director of
Purchases we wenp up to visit Paddy O'Donoghue in Manchester,
Liam, apparently, wanted to orgaéisg things in a thorough marmer and
during each day he was‘tryingito formulate a code, ﬁarticulariy with
reference to mgnitions. He started‘off mgking a few suggestiions
but we never got anywhere with the project. ‘O'Donoghue‘was not
enthusiastic about changing his system., He said as things had gone
so well to date there was no necessity to introduce any secret code
which might complicate things. 0'Donoghue's method of communicating
with me was through a messenger. O'Donoghue was arrested early in

1921,

The North of Ingland, including Scotland had representation on
the Supreme Council of the I.R.B. Previcus to my period of
office I think our répresentative was Eeil Kerr. After his arrest
atra meeting of phe heads of I.R.B. Circles I‘was.appginted to
- represent the North of England on the Supreme Council., Subsequent

to this eleetion I had a certain amount of friction with some of
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the older leading members of.the I.R.B. Without going into

details the principal complaint was that I was not taking them into
my confidence, Perhaps I was indiscreet in not keeping them on my
hands but their assistance was unnecessary as far as activities in
connection with arms were concerned and they were too old for
military operationé. ¥We continued to have our meetings in the
I.R.B.‘qrganisation and perhaps they did feel they were being ignored.
However, later on some of them decided, probably amongst themselves,
that my election was irregular. They apparently now regré;ted

their cholce, About this time I was sgmmoned to a meeting of the
I.R.B. Supreme'Council in Barry's Hotel, Before the meeting I
sought anrinterview with Collins and put the situation before him,

I tolﬂ him thgt I would prefer not to attend the meeting under the
circumstances. I was rather overfccnscientious then and my

abstention was I think unnecessary. Collins agreed with my line of

action,

Early in 1921 Collins intimated that he was very interested in
rhaying an I.R.A. officer_from Dublin being a stowaaway to New York,
and asked me to arrange a berth for a particular passenger. He
didn't mention the name ofithis individual but from his conversation
and epquirieg about facilities he appeared to place muéh importance
on this proposed stowaway. As I said he didn't give the pame but my
impression at the time was that it was Collins himself. I cannot
recall any particular reason for basing this impression., 1T can
only say now that my i@pressiop at the time was that 1t was Collips
himself, Years lgter somebody suggested in was Dan Breen. I ;annot
say what is the sourcé of that suggestion and if it was reliable,
I‘mgﬁe arrangements with our men on the 5.5. Baltic. At that time
there was a boatswain on the.Baltic who though not aétive on our
behalf had some vague sympathy with us. I think now not sufficient
to tgke any‘fisks. 1 rgmember mentioning Collins' name to him
after some previous discussion about being a stowaway. On hearing

the name of Collins he appeared to show unwillingness to involve
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himgelf_any further in the matter. I think tha£ incident iA itself
bears”out my‘impression that it was Collins himself was in éuestion.
As far as I remember this boatswain's refusal to participate had no
cdﬁnection_with the fact that tﬁe ¢ontemplated passage was not
availé@ of. The person for whom arrangements were being made didn't
t;avel. In any caée the assistance of the boatswain was not
indispensable except with a view to providing moré comfort for a very

particular passenger,

_ -I ghould mentipn that men workingfonmthe Tra;;-Atlaﬁtic boats
always rgcéiﬁed payﬁent for anyrriék they ran even though they were
Irish@en. The payment was_not, however, in proportion to the risks
taken, This custom was not started by me, and it may have been
gtartgd to cogpenéate them for any expendiﬁure incurred in connection

with the work.

With‘rega;d to commnications with the U.S.A., Mr, de Valera on
oné occasion suggested that we should not rél?vccmpletely on Liverpool
and asked ﬁe to come over to Dublin to discuss therquestion of
opening up some other line of commmications such as Southampton.

T remember cycling with himself and Liam Mellowes out to Humphries of
Anglesea Road, where we had a discussion on the matter. I cannot
recall the details of this discugsionlbpt he repeated his wishes that
he would like to see communications opened up betueen_SouthamptSn and
New York. On returning to Liverpool I thought over these
suggestions. I presumed that it would be difficult to do this as I
;magiped that the Irish population in Southamptqn’wpuld not be very
great, I hadn't heard of any Irish organisation through which we
could contact somebody there. Later I sent a man callg@ Suppie down

there to make enquiries but this didn't lead to anything.

There was no gessation}of activity in comnection with arms
purchases during the Truce., I continued to be supplied with funds
from Dublin and to receive orders from Collins and Mélloqu. - Even

up to and during the period of the negotiations in London, Colllns
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shgwed inteyest in the purchasé_of ammunition. My activity on that

work did not cease until the beginning of 1922,

I;remember on one occasion a messenger arrived from London to
sece me, He -had a letter written by Collins, who was himself in
London in connection with the negotiations with the British, to
Neil Kefr‘g wife who was to contact me, Actually I have that letter
myself now, This man who arrived from London during the period of
negotiations was an officer in the British Army. I should mention
that during some previous talks with Collins he expressed some
interest ip the purchase of some such weapon as a Trench Mortar but
.my knowledge of such weapons then was.veny vague but I got the
impression perhaps from our conversation (or perhaps it is more than
an impression) that the object of acquiring such a piece of ordnance
was tp ;ob some shells on Dublin Castle. This officer who grrived in
Divérpool to see me had some officlal duties in connection with a
Hilitary_pamp in Aintree, I remember meeting him and pProceeding to
this Camp. We walkeq down a long avenue on both sides of which were
collections of field guns of all sizes, I remember particularly that
he was terribly nervous during our walk through the éamp. I can
. quite understand and excﬁse his nervousness because he had never met
me pefore and didn't know whether I was known to police authorities or
not. Aﬁd also he was a member of the British armed forces on which
depended his livelihood.  This visit never led to any results in the
acquiring of a trench mortar., I think that the change on the v
politieal situation ;t hoge'following the Treaty terminated the need

for this course of action,

The ma;or I.R.A, action was the Warehouse fires previously
referred to. After that the principal efforts at incendiarism
consisted of‘attempts to burn farmhouses or rather the out-offices .and
haysheds etc. in the area surrounding Liverpool, and the dislocation
of telephone services by éutting telephone wires. Tﬁis was not such

an easy job as might be imagined, having regard to police supervision
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and investigation, I could not say definitely how.many efforts at
burning of farmhouses were made, T should say that there were four
or five occasions on which farms on both sides of the Mersey were |
attacked and burned. dThe purpose of these bufnings was as a
retaliation for the terrorism that e*isted at home in Ireland. The
farms selected ﬁere fairly extensive. This resulted in increased
police activity:and organised defence on the part of the farmers.

On one occasion, I think, one of our men was slightly wounded and he

was arrested while engaged on this work.

As regards the wire-cutting, I cannot remember how many of such
episodes were attempted. Actgally it was not the farmhouses
theﬁselves we burned but the outhouses and stacks of hay and corn.
There were bccgsional érrgsts due to therincreased police dctivify-
following these incidents, I think Early, who was in charge of
Volunteefs and who was assisting me in that department, was one of the

first victims and he was succeeded by a man called Fleming,

‘ There was a v;sit I should note in connection with this activity
from Rory O'Connor. T had a discussion with himself and %1eming on
‘the'subject of future activities of a similar nature. I think he
wanted to draw our attention to similar activities on the shipé in the
: Port’bu§ I thought that would interfere with our activities in respect
of arms, I do not ?emember the resuit of our enquiries or our
discussions with him, .Bﬁt T think we just did what we could or what
appesred feasible to us, I had Seen supplied with & list of
addresses of Black & Tans serving in Ireland, who were from Liverpool,
by Collins. I do not remember getting.any instructions but I
presumed that:he agreed with our ensuing_activities in trying to burn
the pomes of these people, T cannot say how successful this may have
been, But all the addresses given were visited and fires started.

I cannot remember the details concerning these burnings, We may have
told thF occgpants of the houses'concerned why we ﬁeré engaged in

incendiarism, These attivities, I think, represented the sum total
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Liverpool.

_As T have already stated, police activity continued and fairly
numerous érresta were madé. I should mention here that one of our
men by the name of Brady was arrested following one of tﬁose farm
fires. I remember his room-mate, ; man called Byrng,—was also
arrested atkthg si@e of one of these fires. In expeétation of a
police raid, Brady, when he got home iransferred any Weapons he had to
the luggage of.the'roomrmate and removed all trace of suépicion from
ﬁis own person. The polite raid took place later that night. On
Brady's rgleaée later on he wrote a boqk enﬁitled, I think; ﬁSecret
Service in England" or a similar title, I read this book and except
for a'gertain“knowledge of the Mqvement iﬁ was, for the most part;. a
migrepresentétion of fact and an exaggeration of his own persona}
part in cornection with the Liverpool activitles, -I refer to this
publication principally because it has already been quéted by

responsible writers such as Dorothy McArdle,

~ One incident T have in ﬁy notes was the raiqing of lpdging houses
patroniéed by immigrants from Ireland, The emigration of young men
from Irélénd during the Black & Tan peried was very much resented, it
Eeing implied that they should stay at home.to take part in the fight.
One raid was carried out on lodging houses and the intending
emigrants relieved of their passports, This, I fear, ﬁerely
embarrassed intending emigrants as the emigrant authorities supplled
them with fresh documents later on. But we hoped that the
prﬁginepcg, if any, given to this might deter further intending

emigrants,

|

The foregoing gives an outline of the activities of the

Volunteers in this peried.

About the period of February, 1922, there were some priscners
in Derf& gaol who had been sentenced.to be hanged. I think Collins

~ had made protests to Sir James Craig and his colleagues in connection
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with these impe_zz;ditig éxecl'ﬂ;ions. But these overtures or protests
were unavailing. T don't know who sugpested the shooting of ‘the
two hangmen who were to be employed in the executions in Derry gaol
but Collins api)eared tf.; think the idea a good. one, I remember
disc_ussihg the matter with him in the Gresham Hotel. In the course
‘of our conversation I referred to the fact that PIa. Murray f;-om Cork
was over in liverpool at the time and would glve us a hand in
carrying out these executions of the hangmen. (Murray had been a
frequent visitor in Liverpool and I think was on the look-out for
mmnitions for his unit in Cc;rk City)., This unfortunate remark of
mine was highly irritating to Collins ( I could not say why) who
thereupen insisted on my taking over with me two men from the Dublin
area, namely Joe Dolan and Charlie Byr.ne.' I remember travellin-g
on the boat from Dunlaoghaire to Hollyhead in company with these two
men, I cannot recollect details after our arrival, I had
previously made inquiries about the locations ‘of the two hangmen,
Ellis and Willies, Ellis lived convenient enough in Rochdale near
}Ianchést.er and Willis lived in a place more dAifficult of access -~
Burslem. This was some distance from Birmingham and was near Stoke.
A photdgraph of Willis and Ellis with a former collea.gﬁe called

. Plerpoint hangs in the 'snug'! of a public house in Rochdale. We
visited this public house and, as far as I remember, made ourselves
familiar with 'the appearances of these gentlemen. I cannot
recollect the- further details in connection with this effort but I
remember that one party was to go to Rochdale and the other to |
Burslem, We boarded a car in St. Helen's for the Burslem journey.
The car, unfortunately, broke down. The Fochdale party arrived at
their destinatiﬁn and visited Mr, Ellis's house but the latter was
not available, although they waited scme time, It later transpired
that both the hangmen had already left for Belfast. Anyway it was
just as well that these men were not eliminated as the Derry
executions were not carried out. I should like to record the
attitude and apparent lack of concern of the two Dublin men whom

Collins sent over with us. As far as I know they had never been in
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England and they had no lmowledge of the difficulties and dangers
there in commection with the carrying out of such a mission., But
this did not seem to worry them. They were completely unconcerned
on the triponer. Perhaps I should alsoc note that Collinst order

to me to take them along was given in a fit of mild temper,

T cannot give very much assistance in connection with the
mystery.of the Henry Wilson shooting in London. I had met Dunne
sémetime previously in Liyerpool bat no discussion then relative to
that matter came up. I remember on the occasion of a visit to
Sam Maguire in London we were standing outside Mooney's public house
in Holborn when I saw Maguire in ¢lose conversation with a man of; T
think, medium build, This man turned out to be O'Sullivan and
Maguire remarked to me, "This fellow is very keen on shooting Wilson".
Wilson was éubsequéntly shot and the two men concerned in his shooting

’ wﬁre Durme and 0O'Sullivan,

As regards the visit of Dunne to Liverpool, he came Iin company
with Sedn Flood of Dublin, - He had been made 0/C. of Britain, I
think, at some period, the date of which I cannot recall, it was
rather late during the Black & Tan struggle and I do remember that
Ihe had no part in the direction or planning of any of the.I.R.A.
activities around Livérpool and certainly no commection with the
purchase of munitions. I make this observation becéuse Pierce Beaslai
in his "Life of Michael Collins" gives him a certain amount of credit

and responsibility in directing I.R.A. activity in these areas.

We had Sedn McGarry over for a while previous to thé Truce, He
was sent over to organise or reorganise the I.R.B. in England and
Scotland. He did some routine work in connection with that
organisation but no effort could have put life into that defunct

organisation., Sean gave up in despair.

One of our stowaways was a man by the name of Dan Donovan, a
member of one of the Cork I.R.A. unite - I think he belonged to Cork

No. 1 Brigade. He was being sent out to New York by his unit with
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another comrade travelling by a different route to execuﬁe an

informer from the Cork area who had been spirited away by the-British
and whom the I.R.A. had traced to that city. Donovan approached me

in Liverpool under whai; ¢ireumstances I_cannot recall, But he was

not sent by anyone of authority in Dublin to me, He was fairly well
supplied with bonds in the hope of travelling as an ordinary passenger.
T remember going with him to the American Consulfs Office to get a
visa, In this we were unsuccessful, About that period it was
difficult to obtain a visa, His appearance belied the fact that he
was a stranger. However, the visa was refused and we decided i’.hat he
should travel as a stowaway. This was later accomplished on the

S.S5. Baltic. Ve contacted a couple.of the crew and made the necessary
arrangements. Some months later Donovan returned via Liverpool - by
wha;t', manner I cannot recall — but I think it was in the way that he
went out to New York. He told me that they located their man and
tried to execute him but evidently they only succeeded in wouiding him,
So _tlie im‘:’omer was later patched up in a New York Hospital. I recall
Donovan remarking that there were over 1,000 cars in the St, Patrick's

Day Parade in New York but that they ‘were unable to procure one of them,

I had up to the beginning of 1922 managed to avold the suspicions
of the police authorities and the same applies to other active members

of our organisation., I think that during that perlod in Liverpool the

suspicions of the authorities had been directed for a long time towards

the local political leaders and those who took part in public meetings.
The authorities seemed to think that some of those fiery- orators must be
the leaders of other sections of Irish activity, at least on the
Mersey-side, About the spring of 1922 a detective came to live on my

road a few doors away frem.me, I knew him to see and met him at least

on one occasion as I walked alcorg the road but did not betray any

concern at his appearance in our neigﬁboumood. About this time I had
been in touch with Jim Cunningham, our agent in Birmingham, about a raid
on a local munition dump, This mmition dump was really a factory

where .303 cartridges were being brokefi down to extract the brass. It

was, apparently, surplus after the world war. Cunningham told me what
! i

O



was being done there, Up to about now we had been getting some
smpall irregular supplies from the factory by one of the workers,

The worker was an Englishman and it was said he was a Communist. I
cannot recall how much we were getting buﬁ Cunningham thought we
should go in ourselves in force and get a good haul. So T went down
to help him in this effort. We stayed at the house of an Irishman
called Staunton, I cannot remember how far we had to travel to
this factory which was situated in a place called Haymill. We
planned to proceed to it in pairs at intervals'of a few minutes,
Curmingham and some other man had arranged to be first on the job to
have the gate open to admit the remaining members of the raiding
party as they arrived, The time of our arri;al would be about

8 o'clock in the evening. I remember it was dark so it mﬁst have
been fairly early in the year., The approach to this factory was off
a main thoroughfare and the factory itself was apparently divided into
two parts, one on either side of the road which led to it. As we
came near the grounds of the factory I thought T saw figures moving
on one side of the roéd in an extension of this factory but did not
pay any attention to the fact. So I proceeded towards the gate of
the ‘main portion of the fagtory onn the othgr gside of the road,. I
went up to the gate and knocked, calling "Jim" in a law voice.
Aqéording to our pre-arranged plans Jim should have been there to
admit ws, TInstead, I heard the noise of what sounded like boxes
being harmered inside in the grourds of the factory. I then began
to suspect that everything was not as it should be and I told my
companion to leave the gate and walk along the road to await
developments. A few minutes afterwards a figure c¢limbed up ovér'the
gate ahd ran up the road in the obposité direction., This person
appeared to be wearing a white armlet, 1T was certain now that
something was wrong., My companion and I retraced our steps tovards
the main thoroughfare and we noticed then that there were uni formed
policemen distributed at intervals along the road. Ve talked about

current topice in our best English accents so as not to attract



suspicion, We were al;owed to pass through unmolested.

Apparently the police had learnmed of the intended raid and had
laid a trap for us. Cunningham, being the first to arrive, was
immediately removed, The detectives had been supplied with whité
armlets in order to distinguish them from raiders. The noise made
with the'boxes was to give us the impression that Cunningham and his

friends inside were busy bfeaking open boxes of ammmnition,

I returmed to Staunton's house where Cunningham boarded, I was
accompanied by a local member of the I:R.A. and we both foolishly
decided to remain there for the night. . At about 2 o'c;ock in the
morning the house was raided by detectives and we were brought down
stairs for interrogation,  This was the first time I was questioned

by police and I was very nervous. They questioned us about our

. business in Birmingham and about our bccupations. I said that I was

a labouring man and one of the detectives informed me that I did not
look like one, In further explanation I said that my father.uas a
well-to-do shopkeeper in the West of Ireland, that T had run away from
home and labouring was the only work I could get to do.  The detectives
looked me all over and none of them was unpleasant but one of them said,
"You are lucky you are not with your friend Jim tonight” (meaning
Cunningham), So they allowed us to return to our room. I remained
in Birmingham I think the following day and night but I left Staunton's
house early in the morning. This was fortunate becaﬁse I understénd
the detectives returned againhlooking for me, My first thought was to
obtain legal help for Cunningham and his assoeciates in the trial which
I knew would ensue, I could not say how many were arrested with
Cunningham at the factory. 1In the case of legal defence in the event
of chafges being preferred, our policy was to approach the Irish Self.
Determination League for the necessary funds. This was an extensive
Irish organisation and one of its activitles con51s£éd.in collecting
money for the Irish Government at home, 1 decided to go down to
London in comnection with this matter and to interviéw Art O'Brien who

was chairman of that organisation., The necessary arrangements were
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made with him and T then visited Sam Maguire previously referred

to.. Previous to my arrival there a man called Cremin from Dublin
passed through London on his way to Liverpdol to see ﬁe. I wired
to my assistant, Tim Sullivan, in Liverpool, to hold .Cremin until

ny return and T awaited a reply from Liverpool. But although I
waited until the last train from fondon this reply did not arrive.

T did not wait any longer and proceeded to Liverpoocl by a late train,
T took the ferry across the river and on reaching Liverpool I
proceeded to walk to my lodgings a distance of about three or four
miles, After about a mile or so I became less desirous for a long
walk and hailed a taxi which took me the remainder of the journey.
On arriving at my lodgings at about 12,30 a.m, I met my landlady
coming downstairs in a state of great agitation and she informed me
that detectives had raided the house, They had arrived at 4 a.m.
the previous morning and had only left the house about a quarter of
an hour before my arrival, They had thus waited for over 20 hours.
in expectation of my returning. Then they decided to return to
their own homes,  The detective who lived on our road told my

" landlady that when I returned if she would just go up to his door
and knock he would understand what the signal meant. I need not say
that she had no intention of doing so, I did not remain in the .
house that nigﬁt but proceeded to the house of a local Irish coup;e
where I stayed for the remainder of the night, In the ralding the
detectives took some documents of unihportance_and some money.

Years later the money was returned to my solicitor in Dubiiz_l.

During my absence a man called Kirwan, a teacher in a secondary
school in Yorkshire, had called with a letter of introduction.

The detectives found this letter and later arrested Kirwan and had

him embroiled in a general charge of conspiracy.

For some weeks after this I remained in the house of Mrs.
McCarthy of Aintree and prepared to leave for Dublin, having

reorganised the Purchase Section of the I.R.A. This was
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undertaken ﬁy the then O/C, of Liverpool I.R.A., Denls Fleming, and ‘l
a man called Curran, Some weeks later I travelled in the
forecastle of PThe Rlackrock” to Dublin believing that this was my °
fina;fbréak with Liverpool. I realised that it would be impossiblé
to be of any further use there on account of my coming under
suspicion of the police authorities. " The trial of the men
arrested in Birmingham took place sometime later, I think they -

were allowed out on bail and T lost further contact with them,

I would like to stress the fact that Collins' attitude up to
the Treaty was that of preparedness for continuation of the fight,
He pave me that impresslon as far as we were concerned in the

purchase of munitions and in the matter of secrecy.

I have given io the best of my recollectiog a full account of
my activities in Liverpool, If I have omitted any matter of
importance it must be atiributed to memory. I should like to add
that when I took over charge in Liverpool the natiopal effort had
almost become popular in comparison with the fime when my
predecessors there, namely Neil Kerr and his comrades, had been
working very much alone previous to 1916 and the immediate years
following the Insurrection; A considerable number of men from the
Merseyside were encamped in Kimmage Camp prior to the Insurrection

and took part in 1%,
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