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Director's visit.to Fr. Doyle,

28th October 1952.

LY
L M

In response to a request I called on
Father PFatrick J'. Doyle, Parish Priest of Haas, .
yesterday. "I found him more than willing to

co-operate with the_Bureau. \

He told me that he had already commenced
recording his story with the assistance of a
shorthand~typist loaned to him by the local
County Medical COfficer. .

He intended to append to his story a copy
of a booklet, entitled "In Maryborough and
Mountjoy", which he had written in 1919 on the
basis of the prison experiences of Pddraig Fleming,
which had been suppressed after publication and
of which he thought the only copy extant was the
one he had. To save him the trouble of getting
it typed, I said I would see if I could get it
photostated and he lent it to me for that purpose.

Father Doyle appears to have been intimate
with Michael Collins, George Gavan Duffy, Gearédid
O'Sullivan, Kevin O'Higgins and others in the '
national movement from 1916 onwards. Knockbeg
College, Carlow, of which he was one time Rector,
was used as a place of meeting and refuge by a
number of the national leaders. He had some
contacts with Dr. Mannix in Rome during the
troubled period, and has something to say about
the attitude of the Church. .

From what he& told me, I think that,lalthough
he is not a top level witness, his story is well

- worth having on record. He thinks that it will

run to about ninety pages of typescript. He was
not recording it in strict chronological order
but was setting it out in the form of a series -
of statements around selected personalities.

Before I called on Father Doyle, I had
discussed him with the President-to seeiif I
could assess his value as a.witness. *,The
President told me that he knew Father Doyle well
and that he, Father Doyle, was a man of'
intellect, for whom his Bishop had a very high
regard. '

| |
(Sgd.) M. McDunphy
29th October 1952.

F4586.Wt.1041.6479.5.0.500,000.0f47.Ed.Co.,Ltd. (Sch. 131)'6'37'.
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“AN ANTHOLOGY OF FUGITIVE RIES" - - } :

GEAROID O'SULLIVAN

' JAt Easter 1916 I was Rector at Knockbeg College,
81tuated -about 2# miles from Carlow Town on the Leix :

i

bank of the River Barrow. : The boys were about to return

from their Easter holldays on the Tuesday.- On Monday a

" rumour reached us . that there. was some disturbance in

Dublin and that trains were not running. I felt quite.
1ndignant at this disturbance of civ1c life end of
Gollege discipline.) R

¢
i

On Wednesday more news came through)and we learned}

'that there was an active armed rising in, Dublin. lThe_'

| following day the news was still more serious. On

Friday we heard that the Insurgents held the Castle_and:'

'-ipart of" Dublin,and there was a rumour that Af they‘
lsucceeded in holding the City for a W ‘éek they would be"
~ entitled to international recognition as the legitimate

n e N .“ ._.‘..ll

The news of the surrender then came through and on
Monday my brother, Dr. L. Doyle of Carlow, told ‘me that he
was going to try to ‘reach Dublin.‘: His. wife had been .

spending Easter with her mother at Rathgar,and news had

' reached the country that there was a grave shortage of
-food in Dublin. { I determined to accompany him, as the-'

. ‘Doctor had got a: Pass from the Military Authorities in-

Carlow. We 1oaded the car with food and started for
. i

,rDublin' . Passing through the country31de we found;every-‘

- thing normal until we reached Naas, " There ‘the. Main Street_

was barricaded but on show1ng our Pass we were allowed

- through.- We reached Rathgar without 1ncident but found

only servants in the house.: That mo rning the Castle

”'Authorities had telephoned Mrs. Anne Leigh my sister—in-law‘
,"‘mother who was the proprietress of an exten51ve wholesale |

- food business in the City, requesting her to go into the
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dlstrlbutlon

'.try to make contact with them 1n the City. o “L*

-He softened under thle treatment

“"°rto Rathgar._t'

(2)

City and arrange for the dlstrlbutlon of -food as there was

real want amongst the people.;” They added that they would‘

iprov1de her w1th an armed escort.'. She had replled that

" . she would go into the City to arrange for the food . -

’but curtly 1nformed them that she required no n

‘armed escort to drlve through the etreets of her own Dublln.'

" Her daughter accompanled her, ﬂ'ﬂé declded that we must

4
4

There was no. hope of taklng the carbso we’ sterted

" to walk At Portobello Brldge we .came- up agalnst a

milltary cordon which had been drawn around ‘the whole City.

‘ The young Sergeant in- charge of the. troops there gruffly
- told us that we could not "get through without a, Mllltary '

Pass. We asked him where that was- to be got,and he told’

us at'Ballsbrldge._ We then asked how we were to get

- there on account of. the cordon. He- replied thet he was . ;

_‘"blowed" 'f he knew = that he had been picked up 1L‘

Englend to be dropped .on that “‘ere Brldge".and that

wae,all he.hnew.; I.not;ced L;ncoln on the flashvof his

uniform and began to talk to him .of the city of Ldncoln,

where I had spent several pleasant hoiidays with friends.-

4

Jand flnally told us that

'we could go through but that he would. take no respon31b111ty

for us)and that 1t -was up to ourselves to get backilf we

‘could. . We continued our walx-ﬂ%en we reached the end‘- '

of Westmoreland Street the ‘horror of the smoking ruins of

| O'Connell Street broke upon us. - It was aur first

: .experlence of the Wer., : .”'““ '--'1;1; S hu%"‘

o Ve found our fr1ends at Mary'e Abbey and through the
Moﬂ

1ntermediary of ‘a frlend who had extensive dealings with

'the War Offlce the Pass was procured for us from the

s

_Castle, by whlch we were enabled to return tha t afternoon

[P



-

(™ -

¥
= i v

. .

' On arrlval at the house there we found a man 1n
' ?-‘ézkzagfflcer's uniform. To our surprlse we found{ha
- was our cousin, Father M1chael Doyle. : He had volunteered
j.as Ghaplaln when the call -went- up that Gathollcs were R
dying at the front w1thout the a1d of ‘a prlest. -He '
had spent  some months in a big Camp outside London and
- one’ nlght when returnlng from Loudon he found all hlS
troops at. ‘the Rallway Station rapldly entralning with _
..full war equipment. “He was “told that the train wss going
.to Liverpool7and that they were taking a roundabout way
to France because of submarines in: the Channel! On'
boarding the boat he lay down to rest and after some
time was called and to his utter amazement found that
' -he' was at Dun Laoghaire Pier. " He accompanied the!first
'ccntinsent of troops whc marched 1nto Dublxn, and was at
the encounter at Mount Street Bfidge.- He toid us'
that the flrst ‘man to fall there was a Catholic Officer,‘
the flnest man in the Reglment. At this particular tlme
he was staying with’% priest.fat Donnybrook who had kindly
given him a room, and he was about vo’ return there." We

"i'decided that itv- would be safer to bring him there in our.

' car and I accompanied him, happy that my black cler1 al
clothes would afford some protecz;g:";gr him, as sporadiz
snlplng was st111 g01ng on throughout the Glty.

1 might mentlon that ‘after ‘the’ surrender he wa's sent.w1th
the Scottlsh Borderers to Tralee." Afterwards, he‘used
'tell us of his amusement wi th groups of Tralee urchlns,
who, not knowing that ‘he was a ‘priest, used to proceed h1m
down the street chantlng "Up the King s Cousin"' %

Reallslng that the Scottlsh Borderers had not much use for

7s-a Cathollc prlest he aoplled for a transfer and was sent

,‘
.

.jto Mesapotamla where he went through the whole campalgn

' '_ - and took part in th rlumphant e tr“r 1nto Baghdad..j'm‘{"

(Hls name will occur agaln in. this narratlve) 1*1'“""' !
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College superiors and members of . the staff.

() '_

At Christmas that year I found myself 1n urgent need
of a Master to take the classes 1n Irish as the prev1ous
Master had suddenly resigned I sought help from Father

Tim Corcoran ' S. J., Professor of- Education\in University

;College, Dublin. .- When I explained to him that I must have

& First Class Honours Graduate w!bh Irish "he told me

that he only kney.of:one available; but that-he was one of

the returnedsprisoners fnam Frongcock.-- I'assuredﬂhim

that that would cd1stitute no obstacle and S0 an. 1nterview

- was arranged~s=$ﬁaearoid O'bullivan. I offered him the -

'app01ntment.i He accepted but with marked restraint and

£ 0+

a rather icy reserVe.- i

Some weeks afterwards, when we - had become, more 1ntimate,

J
he told me the reason. He disclosed that he like the
7

- other FrongoﬂL 1nternees, had very bitter memories of

the hooting and Jeering and bitter insults flung at them -

by the Dublin mob as they ere marched as prisoners,to the
‘North Wall on ‘the way to F-?m He thought he had

come back to hostile countrjmen who resented the Easter

‘Rising 7 He had not 1earned of “the tremendous revu131ve

feeling that had swept the country at, the time of the

execution of the Leaders>and the strong wave of national- :

ism which was. becoming more manifest throughout the country

'for several months. By this time, too, he caald not
'conceal from himself the open hero-worship of the boys

in his class)and the. warm friendship shown him by the

§
i

’*_ He. frequently talked to me of his experiencas 1n

“the G.P. 0. during Easter-week., -He told- me_that_it,was-to

him had fallen-the honour  of .hoisting -the NationaI‘Flag
over that building, but before that he had had a grimly

amusing experience. . The main stock - of ammunition fort

‘the G. P, O ‘was at Liberty Hall and it. was hls duty to

see that it arrived at the G P 0 at 12 Noon the hour ‘



1

- & . arranged for ﬂle taking of the building. He“hired a'cab“
v . ,

“and loaded the ammunition 1nto the cab filling the interior

_of it and piling the remainder on the roof.‘ As they

'proceeded at a trot up O'Gonnell Street he heard Plunkett'

| ndS

order to charge and saw the rush of the Volunteers &% the ;
E l‘- '_" Post Office, but at that psychological moment he bottom
fell out of the cab and ‘the principal sé’;e of ammunitiond'

l
1
:

One evenlng, when my sister-in-law,_ChristinetLeigh

was scattered around O'Gonnell Street.

Doyle, 301ned us at a Staff Dinner, she told us: of'her

- experience on Easter Mondag.. - She had been at Famyhouse'
Races with her mother and brother. In the middle of
_the afternoon a rumour went round the Racecourse that
there was some kind of a riot in Dublin and that all the .
-Military had" been ordered back - On returning to Dublin
from the Races, when their car emerged from Parnell

l

Square into O'Connell Street they saw some dead bodies

g

o -:‘ oo of horses lying on the street.' Her mother, as a Dublin'
’ ‘ c1tizen, was very 1nd1gnant at the slackness of the

. f:,
-;Corporation 1n leaving the street 80 encumbered. _As

'the car approached ‘the Post Office they Baw that a car.in
‘_7front of them had been: stopped by a young man - and there.
seemed to be very angry 1nterchanges between him and_the
'occupants. ' At this stage Gearo:l.d smiled anﬁa‘d’#? -was
" the angry young man?- He had been sent down to commandeer
the first car that came his way. . When he held up the
':car he ordered the man and ‘woman at the back of the car

to get aut; intimating that he was taking the car.
The man explained that he was an Eag&ﬁ:h Judge and

. (-

!enqulred whether the young man knew what he was saying,

r
v
~

gy

- the lady addlng that 1f he d1d not go away 1mmediately _: -
she would call a policeman! ©To this Gearoid : |
) replied draw1ng a revolver, that 1f ‘the lady dld not obey

 his torder! it would be his painful duty to shopt i her:
ashunﬂ ;jlaraf;;::fuuoAtwjgzadruns duasrlid slicks Aziumdku?&

wilh § olatl acolaanty TL his rracpvians !
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At this the car was evacuated. Gearoid got in beside

o

the chauffeur, told him to drive to the back entrance of
. the G.P.0., and the strange end of the story was that the
Engietak chauffeur.stayed”and foﬁght w ith them. throughout
the weekwn He 4. 7 0. 7€

Gearoid was not very long in Knockbeg College when he
was made Brigade Commandant for the area. This entailed
an enormous amount of work in enlisting and training
Volunteers in the area, where there had been very little
volunteer activity up to that time. It meant that he
was out nearly every night w1th his bicycle patrolling
the countryside for miles around and getting back to the
College in the small hours of the morning. He confessed
later to a very intimate friend that on every night, on his
returh, he used to kneel down and say the Rosary, offering
it for the intention that God would give him the grace
not to neglect his College duties because of his Volunteer
activities.

Y

As a teacher he was a phenomenal success, which fact

could only be explaieed by the boys' admiration for him,

On one occasion I heard a class of boys under 12, who had

come to the College in“September, being examined in March

by. Intermediate Inspector, Joseph O'Neill {(who afterwards

became Secretary of the Department of ‘Education), and that {
class was examined through the medium of Irish. A former
- Pupil of Gearoid, in W s final year of the Intermediate,
got First Place in Ireland in Irieh and the Gold Medal f
for free compoeltion in Irish. - For the impromptu j
composition in Irish the boy had chosen as'his subject |
a dialogue between a country mouse and a town mouse, in !

which the town mouse spoke in prose and the country mouse

—in—verse. y—using -seveéral—of thé’ Old- Iri~sh~metros-: Thav

boy's class was so advanced that the Course followed

\
|
_ _wa the Course for the»Honours Degree in Unlversity T e 1

-j:»e;\%;\.allaggg ublin.

,,upn~L¢, )Qe, Abruli$e4£.~¢~ szﬂ |
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In 1918 a darlng scheme was adopted of a- training camp '
‘for Volunteer Officers at Glandore West Gork . Gear01d_ .

wae prominent 1n the training exercises there. ‘He wrote

. %0 tell me that he had . juet received a summons. ‘to appear o

" in Gourt to answer a change ‘of a seditious speech in
Skibbereen the previous January. f I determined to
proceed ‘to Glandore in case I. could be of any assistance

in connection with the trial. While there I made thel

' acquaintance of a very striking personality, Jim Fortune,r

the village sage, a typical Hans Sachs. of German Legend,

who for hours entertained me with 1ocal lore as I sat on

a stool in hlS little shOpband in the IS manner of

‘Hans Sache,»emphaeieed his remarks with the blows of hie
shoemaker's hammer. ‘

. One day Gearoid arranged for me . to go to Baltimore
for a boat trip to the islands of the harbour,and out to
Cape Clear. - The local Captain of the. Volunteere provided
a motor boat for the trip. I vieited geveral of the-
islands where we, depoeited strange longitudinal parcels.
The wily Volunteer had taken advantage of the innocent |
prieet's trip to distribute riflee to the Volunteers on
" the islands. '.;'b o ' _' ,

When the day of the trial arrived I went‘into
Skibbere:h’as Gearoid's Couneel had intimated that he.

wiehed to call me for evidence of character. On arri?al

. at the Courthouae I found it eurrounded by a large body _'

of troops in full war kit. It was a court of summary.-
Juridiediction pre31ded over by two Re51dent Magistrates,
paid officials of the Britleh Grown. . The prosecution .was

1n the -hands of the Crown Proeecutor for West Cork, Jasper

- Wolfe (What -a gorgeous name for the villain of a Victorian

-

"‘ An R. I C Conetable gave ev1dence of the seditlous

speech and then Wolfe rose for the attack His_charge



(™

:fto the Court was made in a spirit of bitter viciousness..
' i Amongst other things he shouted out 'What was this man- _

_doing in Knockbeg College 2 Teaching the boys to shoot_

- from behirid hedges! ' At this stage I leaned over to"

ﬂCearoid's Counsel and asked was he not g01ng to protest

" against this malignant i against both Gear01d and the

College. ~ The Counsel was a very young man,and apparently ‘

a rabbit who con31dered discretion the better part of a

r

”.Counsel's valour.dii ”e conveyed to me, in a nervous

manner, that any protest made in a Court of that type -

_would be absolutely futile.

When WOlfe's charge was finished I was summoned to:

the witness's dock for evidence of. character. _ In very‘
- clear terms I stated what I knew of Geardid and his

'character. Contrary to the usual practice, Wolfe

1nterrupted‘me several times and challenged my statements.

He went so far'ae'on two separate'occasions to shout at

" me “On your Oath Father! " On your Oath'"

(The tension prevailing in the Court may be realised

"from the fact that the local Captain of- Volunteers, who

.'fwas present at the back of the Court told me afterwards

that he had his- hand on a Webley revolver in hi's pocket

and that if Wolfe had again repeated "On your Oath" the-
| Webley would have gone into action. : I prec1pitately

'changed the subJect of conversation,)

I persisted'in making myrstatement,ahd insistently.

qualified the insinuation made against Gearoid's teaching

~in the College and the discipline of the College as

'absolutely baseless ‘and false. Several times there were

bursts of applause from the back of the Court followed

'by angry threats from, the Bench to have the Court cleared.--

- Finally, the decision of the Court was given. ' The

accused was guilty.-' That caused us no surprise as

7this Court seemed to have been constituted to.bring in



that verdict always.rr?ﬂe was;sentenced'torninefmonths ‘.
in Cork Jail, ;', ll - 'i'jit- L :7,- h |
The alleged seditious speech had been made, not by Gearoid
T but by Michael COllins, so that Gearoid had at least the -
"-satisfaction of bearing the penalty in: the place of his

) greatest friend. ‘

That afternoon he was marched hand cuffed through the -

) streets of Skibbereen to the Railway Station surrounded
.'by armed military..- Hls brother, Donald and I walked at

_the "end of this cortege. f When‘the train was-about to leave
. We. could mot- even shake with the hand-cuffed prisoner.

" As Donald and I walked back from the Station ‘we tried to
carry our heads hign,but our hearts were leadensfgr about |
‘?’the first and “only occasion during the course of the L

- liberation movement I felt tempted to despair of the L
outcome.' In the Main Street we met the Administrator of
. the Cathedral, an old College friend of mine.. As we .
were talking to him Jasper Wolfe appeared walking down
the Street. 1Ina spirit of_sheeremischievousness the
Administrator c¢alled him over and introduced him to me.

He conversed most affablx’and amongst other subjects
;discussed some of the political prisoners for whose Jall
‘sentences he was responsmble. . He assured us. that ‘some. of
: them were rufiians?but that he found Fionan Lynch a: most
, charming fellow! I tried to. rise to ‘the social demands
~of the- occaszon but my resentment was too bitter after
my experiences of Brltlsh Justice,and the ' unchecked
1nsults offered to me in the Court that day.

- Wolfe ‘was an exceedlngly able lawyer wlth a very
"big practice. ‘He was a man with a high sense of duty
according to hls llghts)and hence ‘his zeal as a Crown

Prosacutor. When the national Government was set up hés.

showedvhimself equally determined to- manifest his 1oyalty :

to that Government ~Many of the men who were prosecuted

- "
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o /
'by him became frlends of his. When as Barrlster Gearoid

'O'Sullivan JOlned the Southern Glrcult he regufarly and

_‘._ B frequently recelved brlefs from Wolfe, whose prestlge 1n-'

6 L]

- the. profeselon was manlfested when he was elected President

:of the Law Society., ‘He publlcly i hlmself—— ;
. - [ N

"I had the honour -and - pr1v1lege of belng sentenced to

!

death three tlmes, ‘but the most pecullar aspect of that
was that all three of ‘my would be executloners afterwards

' became my warmest frlends“ 5 Cen R
: - ' 'L

‘35.“!he crownlng testimony to the man's 1ntegrity
was: his electlon on three separate occasions by‘the'

peOple of West Cork as- the1r Deputy in. the Dalll
' Gear01d's Jall experlences in no way dlffered from

. % |

those of -his comrades of the perlod He took p?rt in

prolonged hunger strlkes in. order to extort the treatment
‘as a polltlcal prlsoner, experlences whloh very gravely

. affected his health.' =|,

f_ ; , 1n the meantlme, 1 had to flnd a Master to act as

o ’ . . ' =‘l , .
S e deputy for. Gear01d at Knockheg College., Through the v

iiunderground I learned that there was a hlghly quallfled man .

Mwmx%‘mdmﬁu 191,

'who would ‘be wmlllng to come to “3-,_ He was Frank FEhy?1

who for fourteen years had been a Master at. ﬂhstleknock
_Gollege. Towards the end of the previous term the College-
,'had been raided by the - Crown Forces. The College

~

a'authorltles attrlbuted these ralds to the presence of

Mr. Fahy on the staff)end hence 1t was conveyed to. h1m
f
that’ it would be better for h1m to seek an app01ntment in
’I
. He was on the runpand it appeared ‘that

hiS‘arrest was_ imminent. ’ got in. touch wlth him,
i

offered him the app01ntment and - he accepted.- He came -

w7

s to Knockbeg as "Mr. Murphy" where he did excellent work;

_and held the classes untll Gear01d was able to resume. :-

Mr. Fahy afterwards became the unlversally respected

-

first Speaker of the Dall. ‘ -1" 7 '_:7. "J;;i

Hi
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'.welcome mlght be properly organised

.his debilitated conditlon,which yielded slowly to.a
careful dietary '

an- L 3

For "good conduct" Gear01d had a, remisslon of

three months of ‘his sentence.“ ‘He was " able to write

o 1 M
to me a few t1mes7and flnally sent me- word of the date of

| hlS release.. I travelled to Cork on the prev1ous day. ’

On the morning of the release hlS brother, Donald and I

'drove to the Prlson.gates. The Warden at the_gate, in

an excess of.holiteness,finvited us inside-to-take shelter
in the'archway. After a short time, Gear01d trylng to

walk very erect, in splte of his weakness, JOlned us.
We drove hlm to a hotel- where we tried to obtaln some
l

' nourishment suitable to his condltlon. ' That afternnon
" he and I JOlned the Dublln traln which we left at

,Maryboro, where a ‘car was waltlng to take us to Knockbeg.

1 ~

_ When we arrlved at the avenue gates we found the avenue

. llned on both 31des by a mass of w1ldly cheering‘boys,

1

-celebrating the return of the Master to whom they were

'so devoted They had persuaded the Vice- Rector}to

declare off all study for-thé evening in order thht this

o
1

Gear01d ingisted on almost immediately resuming hls
M\dkum 4

3 -duties .in the Gollege,with the Volunteers, in. splte of

i

. . . . , t
N - ‘ ,

When the news of LLoyd George's Plot broke he was

summoned 1mmediately to Dublin In order to cover the

Journey I travelled with him in a car which took a

c1rcu1tous route to the City.v L deposited him at*one

vof the "favourite lalrs" of Michael Collins - the West
-Qork Hotel - whlch was owned by MlSS McCarthy of West
Cork, one of ' the Mheroines of' the movement.-

b

When the threat of conscrlption became urgent,.,

e
' Gear01d and I contacted some promlnent people in’ Carlow

- and arranged to have a public meeting called in Market ,

5
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-~Square on a. certain Sunday.l: A large crowd assembled

4

‘_and was addressed by several priests and prominent laymen.

It was de01ded to form a small Comnittee to draw up a

".plan of - action for the Carlow population as distinct .from -
'the Volunteers. Also, a publlc subscription was opened
'I'_to which each priest present contributed £50,andigenerous
'.Asubscriptions were also made by the other speakers.

' Wlthln a few weeks a large ‘sum was collected and con51derable

stocks of food were laid in for the emergency. . The Defence

‘Committee met in Knockbeg College,and after several long

sessions plans were drawn up for the c1v1lian population

"as soon as the conscrlptlon decree was 1ssued.;. mt these

'-conferences Gearoidts’ clear, dec1s1ve military outlook was

b

Amongst other prov131ons 1t was decided that fn case

1
of the emergency all able-bodied males were to disperse

through the Slieve Margy Hills, 80 as to avoid being

‘;seized by the press~gangs. A well-known personage, on

) hearlng of thls draconlan decree, pathetlcally pleaded that

he must be exempt, as everyone should know what would happen

to hlm if he got his feet wet! . Afterwards, he was a ‘stout

)
opponent of the Treaty, regarding its acceptance as treachery

to the nation. Such a case ‘was by no means a unique

phenomenon in those days.
We also arranged for a general meeting of the priests

of the Diocese to be held 1n Kildare. - The- meeting duly

- ‘came. off 1n a dinghy cinema in Klldare, but the magority
d_of the priests were not prepared to face the crisis w1th

‘the realistic outlook that had been mainfested in Carlow,

- i

and the meeting_adaourned.without any dec1s1ve course,of.b
action being decided'upbn. i Light relief during the i
meeting was afforded by a timorous cleric who. feared a*

nlgger 1n the wood pile and made a v1gorous search of the
tawdry scenery and. surroundings ‘of the stage in she
of finding some hidden spy. o - S : "“, 'ﬁ
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"for the flrst time over the bullding.

‘comrade: sons of comrade fathers._r

~'German Plot' aad—it—was—aboutethas—timo-ﬁhee Mlchael

‘Collins summoned Gearoid O'Sulllvan to -Dublin gnd informedf
.hlm that he would have to take up whole-tlme work in ST
Dublin.” He re51gned from the College,and becdme |
fAdJutant General of the Volunteers.'_'. . | -

. On the creatlon of the Natlonal Army he was made
AdJutant General with the rank of Magor Generar
Michael 00111ns wished to have me as flrst Chaplaln of .
‘the I Natlonal Army and as Gommander-in-chlef he directed

Gearoid to wrlte to my - Bishop, Most Rev. Dr, Foley,

| _Blshop of Klldare and Lelghlln, requestlng him, on behalf e

of the Commander-in-chlef to appoint me Chaplaﬁn.' The

N letter was delivered personally by a Staff Officer, Capt. f
| Hugo McNeill -The Bishop immedlately dicteted a curt .

‘refusa%,and democratlcally addressed the letter to

'Mr. Gerald O'Sullivan' - His Lordship was. a Nationaliss
of the Home Rule School who found it difficult to adapt

r himself to the new. regime, which he was inclined1to regard:_”
f;fas X:! mushroom growth of doubtful paoumdanee

Co
1
|
t.
[
'

By a strange c01ncidence the cortege of ‘his state

‘funeral passed by the G:P.0. on Easter Monday. As it was o

on Easter Monday that he had hoisted the National Flag

r

- At the Requlem the Mass had been served by hlS Nov1ce

son and the Nov1ce son” of Dlarmuld O'Hegarty, both
. 1
members of the Congregatlon of the»Holy Ghose,
’ L4 - |

: b
After hlS death an elegy was wrltten by Dlarmuld

O'Hegarty, the comrade who occupled in hlS affectlon a

place second only to M1chae1 Colllns. -

z

!
{
i
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The generatlon that conceived that" wonderful Vm51on
- Of the Easter of 1916 kihdled -a .spark-
2 In a Iand that had been in 'sore bondage.

to i -
f - o
That tlme when Ireland was in death's- grlp ~ 'ﬁ‘ '
And the crowd of the insincere: speech wooing her to exchange '
" Her herltage for a pot of poor filthy. porrldge.l
i
 Young Gearoid was among the Group in the Speckled House of the
‘Fenians in the Shadowy Glen - .

’ |
That House in which no lLamp of Hope shone smnce;
The torch of 1867 was quenched. - s
. 1 e
.. .The. Heroic band took control ‘of the House from the wicked Hag °
~And 1it their way with the fire of their ‘eyes and with the
o Brightness of thelr sacrificial Vision (Dream).;

- They harnessed the Llath Macha (Cuchullan's Steed) in the
Stable of the Hound (Cuchullan) and the fairy Senglend of -

Liberty was in their company and’ they spread the: news around .
Ireland's Coast that the old Torch was ablaze again at

the G.P,0. Ath Cliath.

‘And the men’ of Ireland at war with England with

" Showers of bullets the heroic Gaedhil- defrﬁitely|
' _Declared their: refusal to be subgect to ths Gall.

3 '
. f

It was Gearoid Og unfurled the Republican Flag '3
High in Freedom's breeze - the breeze that waft d

) away.:'
9 o Fcr ever the fog from Ban Cnomc Eireann 0. -

ek e e = S =
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- but on hlS leav1ng the College I lost touch w1th

.following incldents. "f“ T3*g?;,;ﬁf' ST °f-

}

|

. Lo _ : l‘
- . i

'
i

When Kevin O'Higglns was obllged to leave Maynooth

; ‘
College ow1ng to 1nfractlon of the rule agalnst{smoklng.

7'(a rule that 31nce has been abolished), he was dlrected"

by hlS BlShOp to. resume hls studies in Carlow College.

At the t1me I was on the staff of that College and as the ,

rooms of the staff weré more or less sanctuary,“I gave

Kevin free use of ‘my room where he" could smoke w;thout

Jlnfringeﬁent of the rule. T We became very close:friehds‘

[

him- for
two. or three years. It was only when ‘he 'w as forced to

go "on the run' that I again met him, when I sent word

all tumas

"to h1m that Knockbeg would be always availa ble for hi‘A

+

At that tlme, in hlS natlve county of Lelx, he assured

‘_me, there were only two other houses where he was sure to-

‘ get a nlght's refuge. Of course he could never approach

) 'hlS own home 1n Stradbally as it was too closely watched.

On his Becomlng Deputy for Lelx the pursult of h1m

by mllltary and pollce became sI 1ntense and partlcularly

when he £ ook on the work of organlslng the Natlonal Loaq,

. that had been floated by Mlcnael Coll:.ns. He was 1n_

) -
1ncessant movement‘throughout the-country, holdlng-meetings

. ] .
‘in barns and outhouses, stlffenlng the natlonal r651stence,

1nv1t1ng and collecting subscrlptlons for the LOan. He

succeeded ‘80 well that Leix, a county on the whole!not7

' ) N ! § > e re ) -'- N ) ‘ -i. s’
‘very prominent for itsdact1v1t1es, was-secondA%% Limerick

|
in heading the llst of subscrlptlons to the Loan. i)

He travelled exclusively on an aged- blcycle, clothed in - -

ﬁkﬁtduhnuui

" a. non-descript sult)and whlte muffler seauéng-as ‘

"substitute for. a chllar. Typ1cal of hlS life are the ;

¢

.

I had been 1nformed through the underground tgat he

would arrive .on & certaln nlght at’ Knockbeg. I sat up
Y P 5uuAL—~lﬁp

: all nlght w1tn Padralc Flemlng alting for him. When dawﬁ
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_ lonely Christmas Dlnner.

aer .'_:.';

. camé .we went out and walked the College avenue,lllFTB our

anxlety he d1d ‘not yet arrive. At 31x o'clock I
celebrated Mass wivere was served by Padraic. During Mass
H

I heard the door of the Chapel open and when Mass was

finished found Kevin in a state of complete;exhaustion at

. the’ end of the. Chapel. | He ‘had ridden all night and had been

forced to take several detours to reach the College. ' After
breakfast and a hot bath he went to: bed,and at” 8 o‘clock
that night I had difficulty in waking him fbr dinner.

On Christmas Night 1919, I was dining.-with hy brother
in Carlow. KeV1n was. to arrive in the College late '
that‘night.. My sister in law made up a basket of the
ingredients of the Christmas dlnner whirh a faithful

College servant brought out to the College _occupied at'

' the time- only by the servants and myself After dlnner

I hurried out to’ the College and sat with Kev1n at his,
B

S f :
Usually, ‘when he came to- Knockheg, as it was hlS

safest refuge, he used to stay a few days. Even' during

these rest periods he was not 1dle, a s he put 1n several

hoursﬁstudy every day 1n preparation for his Law Final.
1 .
He asked me t'o write to Mr._George Cussen, Solic1tor,.

: Foo
Dublin, for iz Law Notes which were indispensable at the

time for succéss in the Law Examination. T wroteato

Mr. Cussen, simply saying that . .I, wanted hlS Notes and

. added the phrase “qui currit legat" . Mr, Cussen correctly

interpreted the “qui currit" and sent me the Notes and
afterwards when he became a special friend of mine told me

that ‘he had suspected the. identlty of the person for whom
' ' o . "“ -

[

they were intended.

-

. Ll . . 1 i
(When as Minister of Justice Kevin was setting up

the new Courts of the Natlonal Government he & asked Mr.
i
Cussen to become the first Dlstriot Justice, ch0031ng him-

because of h1s legal pre eminence, SO as to set’a hlgh

LI - ' - . '. B i
: i
St



» standard for the men who would be appOinted District Ff;'

Justices. Mr. Cussen, as a matter of na‘tional duty,

accepted the appOintment at the ,cost of a sacrifice of
I

a very lucrative practice. : During his first: y?ar of

- office, Wlth the tragic Civil War devastating the country,

.

' eighteen of his Courthouses were’ burned down.

in his area (1n our North Kildare and Dublin County)

lBut he -

iicarried on tranquilly, zealously, with unimpaired dignity, -

‘ undismayed the embodiment of even-handed Justice tempered

1
by kindness and’ mercy. Subsequently, he became

Metropolitan Magistrate of Dublin, - At a dinner party

he gave one night at the Shelbourne Hotel Dublin, at -

which were present his Wlfe, Kev1n and his wife,,Patrick
l .
Hogan, Minister of Agriculture, and myself our table was -

approached by the Maynooth Dean {who- had become a Bishop)

responSible for KeVin's departure from the College. } On

) being introduced -0 Mrs.rofﬂiggins, His Lordship humourously

inquired if she was aware that it was he who had prov1ded

her with a husband. The lady gracefully acknowledged
the service rendered” o ;i |

L Each time that KeV1n was about to.. Sit for the Law
Final.he was warned off the previous night by Michael

' Collins who ‘had learned through his Intelligence that the

. Examination ‘Hall was to be beset by detectives to’effect

Kevin's arrest During this period many of the prominent

. men in the movement came regularly to us in Knockbeg._

So much S0 that amongst -the police and military in[Carlow.

i

Sit qu freely referred to as ‘" The Rebels' Paradise", a
] e -

'Paradise', the ground of which they neVer ventured to

'; violate, at a time when police raids were the order of the'-

. 3! :
day throughout the country.. Probably they were con71ncedi.

that’ the .gates. of that 'paradise' would be defended by - -

|
{

desperate men. ,“_'.',= L ‘ _1 _:-« -J_,d
One of the most popular of all our visitors was Rory

i
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I . “", ;.O‘Gonnor, who used gaily to assure .me that I would die-
l{."on the. scaffold He became one of Kevin'slclosest
':,friends, 8o much so that 1t was Rory and not-one of" his -
‘i'brothers whom he selected for best man at his wedding.-
{The most agonising decision of Kevin’s life ‘was -~
. thachas Minister of Justice uh-n he had to signithe warrantl
iﬁfor Rory's execution. A decision .on which no one could
sit, in judgment unless acquainted with all the terrible -
,circumstances that determined the deed). ' T : 'f,:_,:--
Kevin's father lived in Stradbally, where he spent
th‘ié:mﬁ e% of ‘the poor as Dispensary Dmctor..
1he British arrested him in spite of his advanced age and
lodged him in the Hare Internment Camp at the Cdrragh
' apparently because he was the father of ﬁ?:a;:zg" )
o One night during the Civil War when the oldinoctor o
was alone in the house with' his wife, a body of young men_'
_'delanded admission.r° He brought them 1nto the diningroom |
;where his wife was sitting and in her presence, they
. shot him dead - again, apparently because he wasjthe father‘
of his sons, Kev1n, Tom and Brian. ' The daughters of the

“housé were absent at the time in Maryboro and on returning

and witnessing the terrible scene in the ;1ningroom, with _
‘ their father lying dead in pools of his own’ blood they
were naturally overcoie with horror a nd- grief and webe
on the point of collapse, but the her01c mother, a frail
"':little ‘mother of a very large family, full of t.hei _
.wcharacteristic faith of- the Sullivans said to them, "Kneel
‘-down children and say 41’hy Will be done, now that. it‘. is
::Q‘, ‘_'5;‘"worth saying sgn ‘The following day I went down to see
' her.,' She was resting in her bedroom, her Rosery!Beads: g
' o P f?. in her hands, and when I tried o stammer some words of
| - "vconsolation she looked up at me and said: "Father, it 1s
only a tiny thorn from ‘Our Lord's Crown“ S

L}

At Knockbeg College, Kevin had met Miss Brigid Cole,
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o 4d. distlnguished member ‘of the Staff who after&ards became 4u5
. his wife. At the marriage breakfast (where my M

&n was Eamonn de Valera) the Toast of the. "Men -

" of 1916™ was ass:.gned to me. -9‘41’*“4 fr..fa,cz: 454.4‘

During the Treaty negotlations I was in constant B

;touch with. KeV1n. -As a member of the Cabinet he received

- each day a verbatim transcript of the negotiations of the

previous day.- He frequently allowed me to read these

reports whlch one day, when publlcation becomes possible,.

-will be of engrossing interest for the people of Ireland.

After the ill-fated Boundary Commi531on he wrote me

- the following letter. '1" f, - ['f'l -i'

IR SR “Department of Justice,
IR S . DUBLIN. . l
. i - L _‘é 12;12.'?5. L é':.
:Dear Father - Doyle, o | ‘f- @5:
. 'The 1ast three weeks have left me somewhat 'winded'
but may I pant a line of: gratitude for your telegram. |

What an escape! . The Feetham line 31gned by ourk
' : B

‘h representative qould'have‘written 'FinisﬁAto our}little'

three years.history and - 'sicut erat-in.principioﬂ

The agreement whlle not 1deal does really represent

_'the best, and only solution of the wretched tangle hThe

opp031t10n here nad warmth without brilllance. With most
o

of them the domlnant feellng was 1ntense disappointment

at our’ failure to break our necks when everything p01nted

:to that consummation. - I hope that you will: find, or

: 1
.- make, an opportunity for an early 'v1sitation' P

- - ‘ 1

Very Sincerely yours,

CASEY..

(The explanation -of his signature 'CASEY' is.that

during his v1sits to Knockbeg while 'on. the run' he was

known generally in the house as 'Casey' - the phonetic

rendering of his 1n1t1als 'K, C ') ;'; , i- i-f
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‘I celebratedfa Requlem Mass 1n his house and at

‘proc9331on.

s ‘ L :'1' ‘|
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Oh'the evehing'he‘was murdered' ‘an urgent message

~reached me" from the ClVlC Guards to go 1mmed1ately to his

" house at Cross Avenue, Blackrock. U nfortunathly, he

i

L had dled before I reached hlm.-' The followlng mornlng

the State

e

i

‘funeral I had the melancholy dlstlnctlon of headlng the
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.household that was friendly to us both

an ‘address and a name as he passed On callinglto the

7/E3

i
_(21)? S “;." ":{U_f,’i“lff' 1%?1 Lk
. . coe l"!:, .._
|
MIGHAEL COLLINS |

e
i~‘

It was through Gear01d O'Sullivan that I. first became.

| acquainted.wdth Michael Gollins and came under'the spell

2

: of his strong personality. On visits to Dublln, I used
:'to meet him in the Harcaurt Street Headquarters befoge

"-the hunt fa hlm became too hot . - GearOLd had let him -

know that. I was willing to help in any way I cowld and

he did not hesitate to avail of that assistance when occa31on

arose. o : ' '_ . -'. S '
'On'coming to ﬁaas I used'to meet him more. ﬁrequently’“

" in Dublin as Naas was an important link in his Intelligence
Seryice. One of the most 1mportant men in the Intelligence -

'Service was Jeremiah Maher who as a Sergeant in the R. I. C;‘

was ‘Secretary in Naas to ‘the Gounty Inspector,,ant.afterwards

.Wa Commiss:.oner, of the R. I C.’ (These Commiss1oners

. !

were a new appointment being given Juriddiction over
a group of three or four counties) In this way practlc—
ally all important police communicatlons passed through

\

Maher's. hands. Summaries of these .documents were

' transmitted to Collins. Publicly in Naas I did'not :

know Maher, but used to meet him late at night in a
i1

When I wished to meet Michael Collins, wcrd was sent

‘ to him' of the train by which I should arrive at Klngsbridge.

The Station there was always beset by G-Men (Detectives -:i

: Spe01al Branch) Usually, when pa551ng through the Statlon

L gates I would be passed out by a yoing man who would murmur )

s

K address I used to be 1nformed of the time and - place at which;U

!

_;Collins would meet me.‘. On one occasion the place of :

meeting was a ‘room on the first floor of the Gresham -L:

Hotel, where were assembled for lunch 8ix or seven of the

X leading men of the lnberatlon movenent. The waiter at

' the table was a Volunteer who afterwards served 1n the same-

- g
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are only ralding the house next do o™ o L
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'jcapacity in London with our delegates during the Treaty oE .
negotiations.' During the lunch there was a screﬂnhing '

-~ of brakes out31de. _ Collins walked swiftly to the

window and draw1ng aslde the curtains saw Black‘and Tan ’

~lorries drawn up out51de.-_ He returned to the table and’

‘ -

told us to continue our- lunch remarking "Theserfellows'

f

On another occasim T was, told by t.he emissary at

" Kingsbrldge to go to st. Enda's Gollege, Rathfarnham.

There I met Joe O'Reilly, who afterwards became!Col O'Reilly

and A.D. G to the Governor General 'He told me to go

R the Man31on chse uhere there was a secret session of

l

”.;the Dail in the Pillar Room. On errival at the Mansion :

‘.,gHouse I was, met'by a. young’ man who went into the Dail

session and brought out Michael Collins.,j He gave me a

;,copy of a super-secret code, that had just beenlissued to

only a few of the highest placed R.I. C. officials in the

'country, telling me to bring it down to Maher fLr immediate_'

use. J |

In the Spring of 1920 1 arranged to go’ to;Rome

]'with my brother'e wife and her mother Mrs. Anne Leigh of

Rathgar. On hearing of this Colllns sent me word that he

wished to see me.. He arranged to meet me at Mrs. Leigh's

2 bu81ness premises ‘in Mary's Abbey. (It should pe remembered

that Mrs. Leigh was one of the first to come to the

financial aid of the Prov131onal Government 1n the first

days of its existence, before arrangements had been made

‘with the Banks. Gear01d O'Sullivan and EamonniDuggan had"‘
: called on,. her and told her of the urgent need of ready

. money. She 1mmediately wrote for them a cheque for £600). ’

Over the tea cups we had a long talk about’matters

' :Mlchael washed to have conveyed to Dr.,O'Hagan of the -
t_Irlsh College’Rome._i When ‘the interv1ew was over, in the
:bright sunshine of a spring afternoon, pushing his blcycle,
"-he walked down Mary's Abbey with me,_;down Mary Street “

oy
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aﬂd Henry Street at the Pillar end of whlch herbade ‘e ﬂf’ ’
(. .

goodbye’and pedalled coolly away., "'2. 1} -ii" ,
| We arrlved in Rome on theﬂTuesday nlght of - Holy ;:
Week. | My frlends had arranged to stay at the Grand .
Hotel whlle I stayed at the Irlsh Gollege, at the klnd
| 1nvitation of Dr. 0 Hagan._ At the time Dr. O'Hagan had a
double functlon in Rome - publlcly as 1nformal representatlve
of the ‘Irish Hlerarchy, and prlvately as the representative ,i'
of the Liberatlon movement. Ireland d1d not count for -
i very much in war- tlme Rome. It was signlflcant that Dr.
O'Hagan was the only head of a nat10nal College in Rome
who had not been fava;red with the dlgnity and t1tle
'Nonsignor‘ (After the establlshment of the Natlonal
Government that dignlty was conferred upon hlm){
In ‘a long talk on that Tuesday nlght I gave Dr. O'Hagan i'
' a.mlnute account of affaiirs 1n Ireland and espec1ally
of the ravages of - the Black and Tan Terror. He llstened‘
patlently and then he told me, that he had very grave news
that he’ had learned from perdte sources that the Vatlcan
was about to 1ssue a condemnatlon of the Ir1sh leeratlon
‘ Movement nct merely of the Volunteers but also of theauﬂﬁoZb;:'
Sinn Feln Organisatlon. , He had been told that the' .
condemnatlon had already been formulated and would probably
be soon e , The Brltlsh Forelgn Offlce had .been
worklng mlght and main to conv1nce the’ Vatlcan that the

‘- .tleeratlon Movement was an attempt at anarthlcal revolutlong -

promoted by irrespon31bles whose main technique‘was murder.“ ’

' T Amongst the dev1ces to curry favour w1th the Vatlcan,'

England had offered at a. time when fuel was S0 scarce-

o in Italy, that, ‘the English. Embassy 1n Rome ;:::ﬁﬁﬁnot:

“he heated to. heat the 1mmense spaces of the Vatican

Gallerles for the period of the war, an offer which the‘
Vatlcan coldly decllned. - s i co S
o . . ;

Practlcally the only 1nfluence on’ the opp051te side

i was Dr. O'Hagan, who, as a 51mple prlest couldlcontact the =:i_
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Vatlcan only at & ‘humble level.,. To complmcate the 31tuatlon .

for us, ow1ng to war and post-war condltlons, our' Blshops

had not been able to make their %d llmlna v:i.src.s)to “Rome,

i
i

and of course there was no Nunc1o 1n Ireland. "t -

Mon31gnor O‘Hagan spoke of the grave dangers of the

81tuatlon whlch would arise. 1n Ireland 1f the Papal

' condemnation of the leeratlon came Just then w1th the

Black and Tan Terror raging at 1ts worst T agreed w1th
h1m that the agednlong unbroken tradltlon of Irlsh 1oyalty

tm the Holy See would be Btrained to perllous proximlty to

. breaklng p01nt. He said that our only hope now: lay with '

.
Dr. Mannlx, Archbishop of Melbourne, an uncompromlslng

lover of Ireland who was to arrive 1n Rome the follow1ng
morning and who could be relled upon to ‘give the Holy -
Father the whole truth about the situatlon in Ireland

Dr. Mannlx had been on hlS way to- Ireland to v1sit hlS aged |

I

mother,whom he had not seen 51nce he left for Australla

'_ when the Brltlsh Navy stopped the llner on whlch he was

travelllng and arrested hlm on the hlgh seas._. Fhls.meﬁhoéi

was obv1ously dlctated through fear of the reactlons of

L "the v131t of thls patrlotlc Prelate to Ireland in the

L]
LY

condltlons ‘then. prevaillng 1n the country. He-was taken
prlsoner to; London, Mlere he was released 1n the early hours
of the mornlng w1th the strlct ingunctlon that he was

forbldden to travel to Ireland or to VlSlt the West coaet

' of-Brltaln " He proceeded to the Hammersmlth Trainlng

o College$ whlch was under the management of the Irlsh

Vlncentlan Pathers.'” He falled to waken anjonelln the
household and then proceeded to the nearby Convent of

|- b .
Nazareth Nuns, where he re81ded durlng his stay'in London,‘

much to the dlsapp01ntment of the good Vlncentlans at -

- m1551ng 80 thr1Ce welcome a- guestf

L4

- Mlchael Colllne told me that he had communlcated with

. his Grace and told ‘him that if he w1shed to c ome to Ireland

4
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means would certalnly be. foind to brlng h1m there, but
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His Gracq,.as an: Australlan cltlzen d1d not wlsh‘to offer’

~ t

" =

'tnls publlc deflance'ii Imper1a1 Authorlty.
On Wednesday mornlng I went w1th Mon51gnor O'Hagan

| to the Railway Statlon 1n Rome,where we found a group of

~

o priests and a number of young lay students from the Rome

-,

,'Unlversity, who, in the name of liberty, had come to
‘ welcome the Archblshop to Rome. ~ He was deeply touched
by. thls gesture of the young Romans. He expressed his
l.surprlse at flnd;hé me in Rome, who last had seen him
{then eaylng goodbye on, the evenlng of the day on whlchl
. he was consecrated at Maynooth College. Durdng ny 3
: student days he was Pre51dent and had proved hlmself a ;
magnanlmous frlend to me. " For my pr1vate study of mu51c
he had glven me f301lit1ea4as had never before been given.r
to a Maynooth student 80 that I had and stlll have,
'nothlng but the most grateful memorles of ny former
Pre51dent. .T o T -f,*_ _ .", i

. He came w1th us- to the Ir1sh College, where he 1
officiated at the ‘Holy Week Ceremonles." Gn Holy Thursday
mornlng I had the pr1v1lege of rece1v1ng Holy Gommunlon
: from the consecrated hands of h1m who had s0 often glven
me the Blessed Sacrament in Maynooth. | On Taster Sunday
Dr. O'Hagan gave a. receptlon in the Irlsh College, attended
| by many distlngulshed eccle31ast1cs. At a subsequent T
- informal concert a German Cardlnal got tremendous pplause
for his spirited singing mn English of "The Good dzunﬁine" '

Amongst the guests were Mr. and Mrs.'George Gavin

. Duffy, the officlal representative in Rome of our leeration

Movement. . As I had already known Mre. Gaven Duffy, our "

: party had paid a courtesy call upon hh?m. They occupied

a sulte 1n the Hotel Flora, near the Baeeaee Gardens. _The' -
outer door of their su1te bore a plaque on whlch wae

- de-
1nscr1bed "Delagatlon Republlque Irlandalse" P

_ Gavdn Duffy had been sent to Parls as.ouriRepresentative



I have in my posse331a1 a photograph show1ng hlm, Mrs.

‘l Gawtn Duffy and Mr. Sean T. O'Kelly (our present Pre51dent)’
about -to enter a car d1sp1ay1ng our trlcolour in a Paris
Street.,. They were about-to start for Versailles to put

: the Irish Case before the Peace Conference. ' Engllsh

power took good care ‘that they wnuld not be recelved)and :

that the Irish Case would not 'be.ofi. the agenda of the - |

Conference, the Conference that- boasted of its pollcy

of self-determlnatlon for ;ﬁﬁgr countrles.@ Ugtlmately, ;

the’ French Government 1nformed Gavin Duffy that he ‘was an

unwelcome v151tor and - v1rtually expelled him, grantlng him,

however, the dlplomatlc courtesy of a spec1al carriage on l

I
: the nxpress that bore h1m to Belglum.u‘ After sone tlme he'

had been sent to Rome as Irish Representat1ve. :
The Vatlcan Authorltles had decllned to recelve Mr..

Gavin Duffy as D1plomat1c Representatlve, and for that
reason his act1v1t1es in Rome were very restrlcted.
Follow1ng the dlplomatlc protocol ‘he had not entered

| Salnt Peter's,as he had not been offlclally recelved at
the Vatican.. But.the presence ‘of the young Unlversity
students at the Railway Statlon to recelve Archbishop
Mannlx as defender of Irish Independence was testlmony
that Mr. Gaviin Duffy s 1nf1uence was effectually'at work

2 in Rome. On the Thursday evenlng of Easter Week he and
Mrs. Gavin Duffy entertalned our party to dlnnerland

' afterwards took us to a performance ‘of Wagner's "Par51fal"
In the Opera -‘House Mr.- Duffy- 1ndlcated to -me two | young . men
seated 1mmed1ately in front of us,and humourousl¥ conflded.r

; to me "Two Buacha1111 Black and Tanl!" They were
Abteohoes from the Brltlsh Embassy. ) (At the tlme every-
thlng Engllsh in our eyes was tarred w1th the Black and

Tan brush)

.The Tuesday of Easter Week was.- fixed for the Archblshop's
"'audlence with the Holy Father. To our’ supreme dellght His

Grace invited us to go with h1m to the Vatlcan telllng us

L

P
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that, after the audience he would introduce us to the ,

o Holy Father., we set out from ‘the. Irish Collegelin two
fcars and on arrival at the Vatican were directed;to the
._Courtyard of Pope Damasus, where distinguished viSitors _'-

are F9061V6d.. A company of SWlSS Guards was ‘drawn up to o
'rlreceive His. Grace their halberds clattered on the pavement
as he descended from his car. He was met- at the door of

- the Palace by two Prelates who immediately conducted him

up the Royal Staircase and brought him immediately to the
"Pope's private Library A Prelate took ‘us in charge, led ‘

us'éarthe staircase ‘and, with a pause of five or. ten

minutes in each, led us' into one after another of the .

l magnificent Halls, in each of which a Noble Guard was .
' stationed. av&he strain of waiting was intense, realizing:“¢¢h5
the tremendous issue that hung upon the audience. . Finally,
n an al exhaus‘ted condition,. we. were ‘led. into the
Small Throne Room and told to kneel down, as the Holy
Father, would soon be with' us. _ Standing near the door,

‘ leading into the private Library, were a Noble Guard and
a Papal Chamberlain, of British Nationality, a convert
member of a well-known indumf:w - ©. In & tone

._that was made perfectly audible for us he sneeringly

: rema ked o the Noble Guard "well I expect His Grace

I

Co hae—beea eught_ his lesson this morning"  The remark .
N ‘' put a zsry painful sZrain og‘our“ﬁszgubf fraternal charity.
: . At length the. door of the private Library opened and'
there appeared Archbishop Cerratti, who was in attendance
on His Holiness that morning. ObViously, he had been
-selected for his familiarity wi th affairs in Australia,
: where he had been Papal Nuncio%?_ He said something to the
. Prelate who was looking after us, he came over to: us, told
us to rise,and informed us that the | party,

including the ladies, was to proceed into the Library.

Immediatel .our spirits soared'as.wé knew i was a ver‘ :

- e
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igreat privilege to*have ladies admitted 1nto the | prlvate
.apartments, unless in the- case of near relatives|of His'
'Hollness. When We entered the lerary the Archblshop was?a
'standlng b331de the frall llttle whlte—clad flgure of the
‘Pope. One glance at the look of glad confldence on the
,face of the Archblshop told us that everytnlng was all _
-right, ’ The Pope, standlng with hlS hands in hlS soutane’
pockets, spoke to each one of us in turn 1n a most frlendlg,‘
paternal manner.- He asked me was I a student 1n Rom97
‘and I had to assure him. that I was a venerable.clerlc in
'Ireland of thirteen years standlng.-_ On asking me where

I llved and on nmy replylng Naas, I saw a puzzled frown crossirg
"his face and in alarm, I wondered how Naas had gone urong

' in my absence! But he immediately contlnued the conversation
with me,and gave me facultles to impart the Papal Blessing

!to the people of Naas on my return.r (It was only afterwads

._'that I reallzed why the mention of Naas seemed to glve

l
,Hls Hollness pause. I remembered that the word 'Naas'

occurs in the Old Testament in the Second Book of Klngs,

,.and’ is the name of one of the prlnces who remalned falthful

_to Klng Dav1d) ' L : )
As we were about to- leave the lerary,lthe Pope took .
nfrom hlS desk a llttle case contalnlng a gold Rosary Beads
dwhich he handed to Hls Grace w1th the words "For your mother
| 1n Ireland" . : e"‘ ' ] o . i |
' On arrival at the Irish College, the Archbishop told
us of the tremendous success of his interv1ew. .JHe had --'

: told the Pope ‘the. whole _truth of the condltionx of sffalrs ’
in Ireland, after which the Pope ’a&(ed him "What do you

fwant me to do for Ireland9“ Hls Grace then told him of

the Irlsh White Cross, the " organisatlom that had | been_ '
: 1

-started for the relief of the surviv1ng v1ct1ms of ths e

‘Black and Tans, and suggested that a contributlon from Hls
Holiness would be a source of supreme consolatlon and )

"strength for the Irlsh people.: ) "*_; -;
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A couple of weeks aftefrwards the Freeman's Jourpal

. (Dublin) came owt with a banner headllne "The’ Holy

Father sends 100,000 lire to the Irish White Crosst,

Needless to say, the joy throughout the country was profound.
On the. following night I gave a dinner party in the

leadlng Restaurant of the City. The table was decorated

with our National colours,and a strlng orchestra provided

appropriate music. Amongst the guests were Archbishop ‘

Mannix, hisZcousin Bishop Foley of Ballarat, Mr. and

Mrs. Gavin Duffy, Dr. O'Hagan and Dr. Curran of the Irish I

College, some priests from other Irish housee’and members

of my party. The Freeman's Journal also duly recorded

!

|

this victory celebration, ' i
i

o ‘ . ' e Y2101 Py

On the night that our delegates returned to Dublin
with the Treaty, Collins sent me e.messdge to meet him
the following morning in the Gresham Hotel , where Eoin
7 | O'buffy had established hie Headquarters as Truce L;aeen
. Officer with the British. After a long talk on the terms
of the Treaty he told me that he was going to the Mansion
House for a meeting in which he intended to put before an’

assembly of Volunteer Officers the terms of the Treaty,
telling me to be back for lunch in the Hotel with him

about' 1 o'clock. I then proceeded to Kevin O'ngglns'
Headquarters, where the whole of our Local Government | ‘ i
Department was housed in one room, over & tobacconist
ehop in Exchequer Street. At the time practically every
County Council in Ireland was referring its transactions
to that Departmentft It consisted, as Kevin lovingly
remarked, of "himself and Michael de Lacey and one
elderly clerk", For some time, in my talk with Kevin,

. L thlngs were painfully strained for each of us, &s neither .

e e e

of ‘us Knew what the other thought of ‘the ‘Treaty and —
dreaded mentioning i€ in view of the close friendship
prevailed between us, - Finally I pulled myself'togethy

and said to Kevin "Michael wants yoau to come back with

— P it
| Ci::fzz;leeeu a1~,'4L°° veliyn . 2‘ Jﬂ’q aabdd&b"J
Leooeys als Lorme ‘ZL‘L‘i' ;é o .
dbﬁtwq? CELHM,#»G144~C' L o
. A e EﬁﬁﬁlLlhAi 44~£4>-7vua-~¢3-v /11325:
P a&7h0d4guAmJE ’&Qa:ﬁui. ‘81jﬁﬁ““
lt;.\KQQEZLLLor Tovemonl v dermeralising /34




(29)

S

to lunch with hlm in the Gresham at 1. 30" At once a-

.

o look of tremendoue rellef epread over Kevin's face, :

' _ - ) reflecté‘j‘ the regi‘ei"I also felt. &)&MM

L ' At theﬁ{uncheon party in the Gresham, Collins n

S . preSLded. In addltion to, Kevin ‘and myself there were'

- present Eanionn Duggan, a 51gnatory of the Treaty,

- Gear01d O'Sullivan, Eoin-O'Duffy, and Rory Q'Connor;
Although Rory had voted‘at thecvolnnteer'meeting against
acceptance of"the:Treaty he was qnite reconciled to abide

by the maaority decision of the Volunteers in favour of it.

o

-

During the 1unch he took part in an anlmated ccnversaticn'
about the formation that the new.Irish Army“=£;§é?%dopt
and urged very. enthu31astically the adaptatlon ofwthe Swies
System of formation, and still a few months 1ater Rory wael?
out in. armed Opposition eppeesbeur-to theiiiov1sional
Govcrnment. I have never yet met dny of the Volunteer .
o Officere who took up arms ‘in that cause who could give |

a coherent account of the tragic eplit that ensued after
< p’ ‘ k the acceptance of the maJority declslon._ ' ' .
. . Kevin O'Higgins often told me of h;e conviction that
the Grey' ‘hinence of the opp081tion was: Erskine Childers,'
that etrange idealiat and perfectlonist, who was able ‘to.
reconclle hls idealism with what many would call: treachery
to hls own country c$ England in order to fight for Irish
' freedom. . i ' '

Collins, uhile urging acceptance of the Treaty

deflnitely wanted a strong opposition in the country,.
but certalnly not 1n arms, in’ -order to strengthen our"'

Government's hands in dealing with Brltain.- Shortly

after Chrletmae he rang up my* sister-ln-law in Carlow asking

in

| her to have some propaganda work done 1n Carlow with Carlow
v . Gounty COUDCll 1n favour of the Treaty. At the end of the
'.J o telephone conversatlon she relarked "I do not think too

much about that Treaty of yours 5 and got the gruff reply j

“I am glad to hear it..i We want opp031tlon“.
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6H4Easter Sunday we brought off a big meeting in Naas..
A huge crowd assembled 1n the very spacious Main Street,

apgzgzgﬁiy through interest in the Treaty debaﬁe a%d

aﬂéﬁggg%iy through a natural curiosity to see the legendary;
Michael Collins 1n the flesh. He-spoke at the meeting

as also dld Eamonn Duggan Kev1n O'Higgins and others,.
including Desmond Fitzgerald who throughout the terror .
period had. been ‘our Minister of Informationézh interv1ews
" w1th foreign Journallsts during the worst of that period)
is his cultured drawling tones he used to assure them that
when all this was. over he 1ntended to retlre to Brittany
5and write poetry. | : |

I should mention that when ‘the: Parish Priest of Naas,

L om ad;ge,m.ﬁam
- ®.veleran of the’ Land-League days,,heard that Collins_and

his companions were cohing to.the meeting, . he:invited the
wholelparty to 1unch at his house before the meetlng.'
_ ' That night we gave our guests a Publlc Banquet 1n.'
“the Town Hall. As an orchestra played during the meal
1t was possible for neighbours to have a quiet conversation
w1thout being ouerheard. ';Collins was seated by ine and 5
-‘through some_acCidental refersnces Gasement's.name was h
mentidned. - In a-quiet undertone he told me of an
iincident which had ocourred'during the-Treaty negotiations '
rgin’London. During these negotiatlons Lord Beaverbrook
?2had developed a marked admiratlon and liking for Gollins;
(As a matter of fact he sent word to the Government, onr
'hearing of Collins' death that he was coming to the
,:funeral but the Government had to request him not to
" come as. they could not guarantee his safety) _ On one
“occa51on Collins had talked to him about the Casement trial-
l:'and accused the prosecution ‘of disgraceful malice in
1ntroducing the matter of the. alleged Casement Diary,‘which':
reflected so frightfully on Casement's moral character, a

"-procedure which was motivated he said solely by a desire

to preJudice Casement's cause. When he said "alleged .
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"armed wit1 rlfles as a tn-t of‘“onour. _ As we' walked"

“-(3'1-)

- -

-_;Dlary" Blrkenhead asked hlm was, he qulte surehof hls S
-,grounds and, on Collins profe331ng hls absolute falth in
';}Casement Blrkenhead asked hlm would he. like to see the
- - Diary. Colllns 1mmed1ate1y announced his w1llingness
" and Blrkenhead took him and Eamonn Duggan £ the House of
'-Lords, in the Archlves of wh:.ch the book was kept and had
~the. book produced for the1r 1nspectlon._ Eolllns told

.me ‘that he was very famlllar w1th Casenent's handwrlting

and that if the book was not authentic it was ‘a devilisbﬁg
clever forgery. ) , o _' :

| Oﬂnieaving the banquet room with Collins, a character- o
istlc incident occurred. S ;:f . L r'”'j,'“:‘

The walls of the room” were 11ned wlth Volunteers

'towards the exlt Gollins gave them a friendly grxn and‘

.turnlng to me sazd You will see that these lads get a

*

- good faedm. . T ‘ S

-

'On returnlng to town that nlght the car containlng', .

Collins and some of his colleagues drove to their party

: Headquarters in Parnell Square. As Collins stepped out

7'of the car,_a youth approached ‘and fired the revolver .

at him at point blank range.-: Fortunately-the aim-was

very bad probably ow1ng to the youth's nervousness. He-

was selzed immedlately, disarmed ‘and conveyed to Mountjoy
Prlson.-' A couple of months afterwards, when ~speaking to

Colllns, I asked him what had become of his would—be assassin,

_and I got the ‘curt’ reply "He had a good face |llLZ[ sent him :

nome to hls mother“

One evening durlng the Truce, COlllnS, Gearoid

,O'Sulllvan Eamonn Duggan and E01n O Duffy came down to

dine wzth me 1n Naas. After ‘a very enJoyable nlght they

left for Dublln ‘driven by Colllns' faithful Volunteer
' chauffeur.. Just beyond Clondalkln they suddenly saw ‘a

car approachlng ‘them drlven at a furlous speed and
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'Zig-zagging across the road. The inev1table crash came,
: they were all unhurt but their car was crippled and the'

'other car wrecked .and the contents scattered about the

-_road - the contents consisting of some~Black and Tans

. and some female acquaintances. ‘The situation was nasty._‘_

. L g

a4 crash Hlth Black and- Tans and the Chief Officer,

'Eoin O'Duffy, a menber of what might be te%ﬁed ithe-

e

' offending party':'_ Collins and. his party immediately ]
' proceeded on foot to the house of- the Oblate Fathers in
' Inchicore. They rang at the door and a venerable figure

fsoon Opened it to them.' Collins explained that they hadi :

N:.iJuSt -had a bad motor acCident and - that he W1Shed to send

/
‘a most urgent telephone call. He said. "My name is

fMichael Collins" and got'the refreshing reply, "Are you
.Michael Collins the murderer° Gome in, in God's name" '
‘He rang the Castle ard explained what had happened and was
,.informed that relief cars would be sent out at once. In'
a comparatively short time the cars arrived and, to Collins's
'amazement, one of them was occupied by Cope, the notorious
Under-Secretary, who proved himself to be'a most affable
rescuer.' He asked them where they wished to be driven

in the City and,. on’ Collins replying "Vaughanfs Hotel,
Parnell Squareﬁ, Cope, with a dry,smile,commented‘
x-"I'have heard of it". .It had been raided again and-again.
-as the suspected haunt of Michael Collins. "ZWhen they
arrived there, Collins suggested to Cope that he had better

" come along w1th him and have a little reinforcement againsy

'fxthe night air. : It proved to be a surpr151ngly harmonious

party,'in the course of ‘which Cope airly remarked to
Collins, "I believe, Mr. Collins, I was Number One on
your shooting list" to which Collins deCiSively retorted

_‘“You were not! “You were only_Number Three!"'
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A, nlghtain May of that year Colllns amk—ya*rﬁnnmﬁhe -
I{v,«rnbr .
- SeREant, were to dlne mnth mg brother 1n Garlow._ 1 went_

N dég'”to meet themu ' They arrlved .about an hour late and

Lo apologlsed profuselv for thelr tardy arrlval ' After

~d1nner Colllns told us the cause of the delay. : He had

been held up by an 1nterv1ew W1th some Ru531an Emlssarles
. 'who had come to thls country to negotiate a 1oan, offerlng |
;as security the Ru351an.grown Jewe}s. In the”early
hoursaof the‘morning-thev.drore me back to‘Naasjand-in"‘
the course of the’ Journey ﬁad the wonderf‘ul experience
faof belng greeted by the dawn—chorus ‘of the birds._
‘ My last encounter with Colllns was in Naas at the
fztime he was on his tour of 1nspectlon of the Irish ye
Posts. In hlS 1nspect1a1s he was. ruthlessly Latoiﬂprent
'.of any defects, and hence these ins ections raised the ”,
temperature of the Army Posts to a hegh-degree. _:One _’
'? day I got a message from the: Connandant at Naas Mllltary
Barracks to go ‘up at once)to functia1 as a llghtnlng-—‘
"conductor ﬁnem-the storm that was antlcipated. After
| the 1nspect10n Collins came. down_to my - house.fqr a,shorth
tlme,and then left for Dublln. ‘It:mas'the last time
thadt I saw h1m alive. | | L . .

: When the question arose, on hlS death, of brlnging hls'
"body to Dublln, ow1ng to- broken communlcatlons by road
and rallerlt_was,dec1ded to have the body conveyed by sea -
to the North Waill ﬁnblin. On the day the body was due
to'arrive; I recelved a message from Arny Headquarters |

to go to Dublin.. When 1 arrlved there the AdJutant

"-iGeneral told me that he had asked me to come a3 he knew

1 that I should very much desire to be present at the
jreceptlon of the body at North Wall. As the body was
due to arrlve about ‘11 Jko%oek General Mulcahy and
' Gear01d O'Sulllvan took me in an army car to the North

! Wall where we found waltlng the members of the Government

,.
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E Ireland so nobly.

and a small group of Collin3| most lntlmately devoted

ﬂ‘followers Where the boat was to berth we found ther'

'Murlchu moored close by. When 1t transplred that the '

boat from Cork was - g01ng to be very. late, the Captaln N
) of the- Murlchu 1nV1ted the Armj Chlefs, members of - the

- Government and myself onh board where he hospltably

entertalned us w1th salmon and coffee There was a

long and strained wa1t until about 2 o'clock,when we

saw a llght movmng down the river. It was the boat

from Cork a cross-channel 11ner;.. The boat's englnes,

had been cut out the spaclous, emptj decks were bla21ng

Cwith llght the solltary flgure of the captain stood

motlonless on the bradge. “In- the 1nky darkness of - the

nlght the great, gleamlng, whlte vessel came drlftxng

towards us in eerle 31lence, llke -a phantom ship of

destlny, borne on "the black swiftly 1n-flow1ng tldal
waters of the Liffey. By some a001dent, probably due

to the strong tide, the vessel crashed nOlSllj agalnst

' the quay- 31de. _ The sudden tearlng of the heav11y charged

silence seemed to have 1rresist1b1y snapped a paralysing
‘tension -and a’ cry of". agonj broke from the throats of
strong men, whose self—control ‘had stoicallv stcod the‘
. test of many a searchlng ordeal. _ o _
When the. boat was, moored we went on.board and as we
advenced towards the coffln, covered by the natlonal flag,
_ Emmet Dalton Coillne' companlon in the fatal ambush
emerged from the cmmpanlon-Wdy bearlng the- dead hero's [
mllltary cap, stdlned w1th blood and braln-matter, the

phys1cal remains “of; that wonder braln that had served

oL

When the coffln was. mounted on a

waltlng gun carrlage, and the Army Chlefs and members of

the Government formed up behlnd 1t I walked w1tﬁ/€hem in~
- &H‘M.’ '.’
:slow progress over the rough square b

sets‘A The 51lence

~was broken only by the clatterlng of the gun-carriage s
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wheels over thelr uneven surface, untll 1n the nelghbour-

hood of Butt Brldge, wban rlfle shots rang out from the

Opp051te 51de of the ﬁ%ffey - why or. by whom has never

: transfured At the openlng of Ahhey Street to Burgh

Quay, a crowd ‘of poor peOple were standlng 1n respectful
51lence, “the. flrst people we had met since 1eaV1ng North -

Wall.-. ﬁe crossed O'Connell Brldge and proceeded'up

' Westmoreland Street where sone nlght workers from the
prlnting offlces were standlng 31lentlv on the footpath
and s0 on’ through the silent deserted brllllantly lit
streets up Grafton Street and on tng1ncent's Hospltal

, 1n the Chapel of whlch the coffln was placed,and remalned
untll removal to ‘the- City Hall for. the lylng ~in- state

-In the Chapel I sorrowfully took leave of. the mortal _
remalns of the brllllant, attractlve, v1tal hlgh powered

_ personallty,'endowed w1th a unlque compu151ve 1nfluence, that

_ for 2 few years, pregnant w1th promlse, had domlnated

the course of IPlSh history. it was in no excess of

hollow sentlmentallty that I stooped and wmth reverence
| and gratltude, klssed his forehead. _ _

" On the morning of the fUneral Gear01d O'Sulllvan
told me that the Army Authorltles had requested that I
should off1c1ate as. Deacon at the Requlem Mass, but the
request had been refused by the Eccles1ast1cal Authorltles
at the Pro-Gathedral where the Requlem was- celebrated

I walked in ‘the funeral proce551on and stood beslde

the grave at Glasnev1n Cemetery until the last sad rltes
were completed | .

Some weeks afterwards a very extraordlnary letter was "

sent to me for consolatlon and edlflcatlon. It was so

: extraordlnary that I presumed to. have COpleS of it taken.
- It was a letter wrltten by Father Ignatius of the

Congregatlon of the Passlon, who had been glvzng a Retreat

in breystones at the tlme that oar delegates were about to-

-

. -
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leave for the Treaty Conference. Father Ignatlus met .
Colllns there,and 1n thls letter whlch he afterwards sent
7 to Slster Mlchael a nun 1n the South Presentatlon Convent
Uork I!t a 31ster of Mlchael Colllns, Father Ignatlus glves
_an account of the encounter.- ThlS is-the letter, nhlch -
for many people w111 dlsclose an unsuspected aspect of ‘
_the soul of Mlchael Colllns. ) .
"St. Anne s Retreat,
~ St. Helen's,
. .. Lanc’s.,
- Friday.
"My dear Sr. Mlchael '-;L
. T am S0 pleased to get your letter.‘ Many a time have.
I W1shed to get in touch wltn the near ones of “Our Hero"-

Yes, Sister,. you-have the M15510ner who knew Mlchael

'as only a prlest may know hls penltent one who loved

him for his big, pure Uathollc heart.-' There is not a-man

- in a mlllion who would haVe done what Mlchael dld)that he

mlgnt get to Confession and Holy Communlon (I have not

met one and I have been a Mlssloner for years) . The'r
facts are these' he was staylng at the Grand Hotel Grey-
stones, while I was g1v1ng a M13310n there._ It was comlng
‘near the close: of ‘the M1331on. Michael was very busy in |
Dublln, worked and worrled almost beyond endurance.i-

He got to Greystones one night very late and very tlred

_ It was the eve of h1s departure to London, re _the- lzct.

He, got up the next mornlng as early as 5. 30 a.m. and came
to the Church, and made a glorlous General Confe351on ;7 | o
and recelved Holy Communlon. - He said- to me after o
Confe551on "Say the Mass for Ireland, and God bless you;'
Father"', He - crossed an hour or 80 later to London.

. T sald to the Congregatlon that day = "You saw a b1g
man, you saw a brave man, you saw one of Ireland's hldden
-salnts maklng no small sacrlflce thls'ﬂbrnlng for the
Master"'. o -

' Slster, I haven't the sllghtest fear for Mlchael'



.‘;h’ﬁsaivatien. o Mlchael is 1n Eternal Joy. his niddenlseif' 1
zwas the most glorious part of hlm.' Others may thlnk;of"
" him as: the great blg and bralny Hero, but deep in thernearff
"*'fof an Irlsh M1531oner there 13 the sweetest-truth and;.
f_thought of all -V"Mlchael Colllns was a Salnt" - Whether
-others belleve 1t or not 13 to be of 11ttle concern. I
knew hlm as the Master knew hlm, and to know one's. heart :
is to know the truth.- -, -ii--- )
I was in Italy when I heard the terrlble news, iti;f:
'almost broxe my heart. Only one thought I treasure -
E "Mlchael is walting for. those who love hlm“ |
- Have no doubt Slster B1g and Brave and Glorlous-n
as he was, he was ‘as humble ‘as 8 chlld ;Qne “of God4~
_thtle Ones 1n heart.'l ‘ ;'_ — .--_:
: As I knelt by hlS grave, I remembered the grand old
Irlsh Falth that Sald .asg’ he wrung my hand, and dashed
' away - "May God be always with you, Father“ o I am -s0 .
. proud to know that hlS dear sister came across the ) —
-photograph ) tell her to keep it in memory of the M1531oner.-”
who loved her brother because he was God's own.. : )
"I gave Mlchael a prayer book witha Cruclflx 1n51de 7
' B in'memory of the M1351on. i wonder 1f it were found. :.
They told me in. Portobello that it was.
. Slster T. should love to have some llttle mementor
of my Blg Boy --that is what I call Mlchaelk Gould you
secure one for his M1331oner friend and I would ‘be so. very
-,_.grateful, and’ would treasure it all my llfe.j-
- I gave a M15310n in Co. Cork 1est year. ' i maysbe:in
Cork next year.' If I am I shall call on you. ,
| Every mornlng I whlsper "Mlchael" over the Challce
dj; , :fr; '_of my. Holy Mass, and I shall do so untll the last Mass'
. _ x‘? Bell sounds for me, and penltent and prlest meet 1n tne,
brlght Beyond.. I feel that Mlchael is praylng for us .

'there, and waltlng for us- too.

-

B May Our-dear«Lord-comfort-those nho loved'Mionaei
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" Mand. wé}é lored'hy'him.i5 I for one, keep happy in the'r'x."

knowledge "Mlchael was a salnt"'~_ If others knew him-

,;for what he was, they would belleve
| W1th every good w1eh and ble531ng,
' Very 31noere1y yours,

" IGNATIUS, C.P.m

R - h' ,iﬂ"PABRAIc FLEMING T
SR I C‘&o-mal' ﬂu,”w"”r
At 3 p.m. on 29tn March 1919, Padraic Flem ngd , ‘37*2,

'Plarais Beaslai and elghteen others escaped over the walls .

'of Mountgoy Prlson in Open daylight.. Colllns had arranged

" that a bicycle was. waltlng for each man and. 1nstruct10ns as

to where each was’ to 8O-, { The iWenty eﬁﬁere&y escaped and

. vanlehed 1nto the unknown, as far as the Engllsh Authoritles

were- concerned. _"' B e
Fleming wae instructed to proceed tc the house of two

malden ladles, the Mlsses Gavdn Duffy, where “he received

a warm welcome. He stayed there for some weeks ‘and as

-.he dared not appear out31de the house, the good ladles

'--helped him to pass the time by gaving him lessons in Irish.

.- that he must leave the city.

As- the hunt grew hotter and hotter for all of the escapees,'
'but especially for Flemlng, thelr leader) Collins decided

I received word in Knockbeg to expect an important
‘:visitor on a certaln day. About mld ~-day on that day I saw

~ a car dr1v1ng rapldly down the College avenue. I went

'1_:down to the hall door to meet 1t,and saw

Vstepp1ng Trom the car. . Before this I had not the pleasure

-of know1ng this: dlstlngul d 1ady..‘ Whlle she was 1ntro~.
e :

i._duC1ng herself Lo me, I -observe another lady in the back

of the car attlred in a luxurlous fur coat)w1th fashlonable

’toque, and struggl1ng desperately wlth a compllcatlon of

o rugs. , Finelly the rugs were cast a31de and a tall, gaunt
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greatest frlends, Padralc Flemlng.,

f_the use of hls .car, whlch hlS w1fe plucklly volunteered

‘to drive, by way of cover.r ;‘“

_chauffeuse.arrived,attired for tennis: . After some sets

'(3_9)_ -_

flgure stepped from the car, the upper part of whlch was

_wrapped 1n the fur ‘coat and the rest, in male attlr and',,'

then I was 1ntrnduced to the man who became one of my

.
1

3
Ty
I
*

I recollect haV1ng heard afterwards that Mrs. -Gav&n

Duffy: expended a very 1arge amount 1n order to 1nduce egﬁ;

Dublln taxi- drlver to venture so far 1nto the country in

‘the dangerous c1rcumstances then prevalllng. I
{

We found that Padralc's health “had been gravely

undermined by hls terrlble prlson experlences. My brother,

. Doctor Doyle, assumed medlcal care of h1m and by the aid

of dletary and open air exerc1ses, he began slowly to.
1mprove. Gradually we began-to extract from him a ‘detailed

account’ of" hls prlson experlences._ Amongst ourselves

.7'53 came to be known as "Flonn" named after his famous

t

warrlor prototype. .' .: ) g_.' - l*m_ o

Flonn after the hectlc doings of hls Jall days,:-

‘chafed against ‘the inact1v1tv of his days in the College,

rendered 1mperat1ve by the.debllltated condltlon of%hls

health. - One source of consolation was talks nithfdur

‘act1v1st v1s1tors who gave him flrst*hand 1nformat10n of

f

‘developments on the leeratlon front.= After a couple

‘of months’ he grew very restless, and bégan to worry about

the condltlon of his own Volunteer Battallon, from whlch

he was so. long separated ' He sa1d he muet arrange. to

review the Battalion.j Though we trled to convince hlm

of the extremerrisk seelng that 1t was a questlon of*\

4

g01ng to hlS home area, where pollce were numerous and

_partlcularly actlve in pursult of the leader of the great
escape, he per51sted in h1s determlnatlon to accept the

- risk. My brother, Dr. L. Doyle, of Carlow, gave us |

[ S
Early in the afternoon of the'day-arranged,,our fair

}
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;w1th members of the staff and fortlfled with tea, we“'
prepared'to-start. Miss ‘Brigid Cole, of the College staff
-'ézng%g’she must - .come .as chaperone! _ Just then a v151t0r
arrlved my cous1n, Father Michael Doyle,'ex—War Chaplaln '

i

to the Brltlsh Forces . “He insisted on JOlnlng the
‘expedltlon, saylng that 1nexper1enced clvillans requlred

the presence of a tralned warrior on such an occasion._

So we set out. . I sat in the front of the car wlth the |
‘chauffeuse, Whllst Miss Cole sat hetween Flonn and Father
fDoyle in the-back thealadles very consplcuous 1nrthe1r
" white tennls costumes..- we drove 1n wide detours'towards‘f
our obgectlve. On a long stralght strip of the Athy -,ph
ICastlecomer road two. R. I G. constables suddenlv sprang
" on to the middle of the" road about a hundred yards ahead
yelling "Halt'" We thought it our best pollcy to do S0,
: The constables advanced slowly and cautlously towards ‘the
.car, step by step in a crouchlng attltude with thelr rlfles,
trained upon us. Stlll coverlng us they took a p051tlon

on either side-Of the car. The man on my . 51de, in ‘obviously -
- tense straln, began cross-questlonlng, which I parrled as
.coolly and carefully as I could.. When flnally he asked
where ‘we were comlng from I had a flash of 1nsp1ratlon

I mentloned a place some mlles back,. through which ‘we had
actually passed where there was a Protestant Rectory
__Wlth two clergymen and two tennis-clad ladles in the car,
‘my story at least sounded plau51ble. At 1east it
-suggested an atmosphere, however, flctitlous, of respecte-
‘-abllity,and loyalty to the Crown. After a few more
agitated, incoherent questlons, they gruffly told us to

: drlve on 'whlch we did at the highest speed of which the

.car ‘was capable, as. we felt that rifle shots from - the rear_‘

| a were 8 grim p0551bllity. Were the constables as‘relleved
as we were? " They gave me the 1mpression of men who felt

they were performlng an extremely_per;lons duty. : Who--

!
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iwas the tall, gaunt, dark-clad 'non-player' 1n the back

" of the car° Personally, I should have felt: the strain :
- more acutely if 1 had then known what I afterwards | -

N learned. - Durlng the dialogue Fionn had a Webley

'revolver 1n each hand by whlch each constable was covered

in expectation of .a crisis in the cross-questioning.
When our’ excitement died down ‘the party started to "rag" .

me, declarlng it was my "super,superlor accent" which had

' over- awed the simple constables and saved the situatlon.
3 We dep081ted Fionn’ safely at’his destination, and returned

" to-the College.} I suffered sharp pangs of conSC1ence over

the risk into which we _had allowed the ladies to be drawn,
1l

"and also my brother, whose car was notoriously well known

1n ‘the neighbourhood. After some days the Volunteers

_,brought Fionn back to us, greatly exhilarated after his

o meeting with his old comrades.. o B - . '. L

When Fionn had first come to. the College, he committed

to my safe-keeping a brown paper parcel which I was to

o guard carefully until he reclaimed it. Later he told me

. of the ccntents.: When he had been staying wlth the Misses

Gavdn Duffy, he had met Mrs. George Gav&n Duffy, who naturally'

"'had a great admiration for the prison hero. One day, in

the course of conversation, she told him of- her relations

4 i

with Casement.' When Casement was 1mprlsoned in London,

awaiting his trial he had asked her husband to conduct ‘
“hlS defence. At the time Gavﬂn Duffy was working as a

\ e
-fSolic1tor in London. - When it became known that he- had :

ccnducted Casement's defence all the members of his staff

-:rrefused point blank to have anything to do. w1th the handling
| of the case. “Then Mrs.- Gavin Duffy, ole Lédy wi th e&

very distinguished academic record, stepped into the 4

, e
-

"‘breach and offered her serv1ces as clerk. In this way

she met Casement repeatedly,.aadzzzﬁizgd-the prison in.

H

:company with her husband in his professional capacity.

b

1
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-_Casement naturally had profound admiration for the 1h i

distinguished 1ady who had come to his aid in time of

‘need The night before his executian he told Mrs. Gav1n

*Duffy that he would like' to leave her some memento, but -

“that he had 11terally nothing but the clothes in: which he
. . stood, ani that if these had amy interest for her she Was -

to. take them from themell the follovd ng morning.
Know1ng Fionn s great admiration for Casement, she brought
the clothes for his 1nspection, and seeing the veneration

with which he viewed them, and feeling that some pleasure

- was due to him in compensation for all "he had suffered, she

nobly and generously gave him the relic she S0 much valued.

‘It was only a few years ago that Fionn, Bn my, urgent

]

1nsistence, came to resume possession of the clothes,

_';w1th a view, I understand , to. presenting them to the f

&.'
s,' ‘

It is interesting to remember that in going through

" the clothes, we- found in a pocket of the Jacket, a small

national tricolour, otherwise all the pockets were empty. "
Towards the end of the summer, my brother became

alarmed about the marked deterioration in Fionn's health

-and. 1nformed Collins that ‘he considered it absolutely

1

"7necessary to get Fionn out of the country, away from all

the tense excitement of the tinme, and to arrange for his
transfer to a warm, dry climate, where the 1mminent danger
to hls lungs might be averted. . In spite of the 1ntense -

search for the escspee ‘that still continued Collins got

‘ him’ over: to Liverpool where arrangements were made for his,

';‘passage to the United States.rf He- remained there about
* two years and returned to Ireland restored to health

He is now a. very successful and prosperous 1ndustrialist '

~on an im os:mg scal e. #Mmmk}n‘wb&
"f“"““‘a teerberst/ P42 . 1

During the course of . many conversations which I had

with Fionn there gradually evolved an account of his*prison

"
i



:-Whlch bore, the following inscription-

MRS

'(ua_);*‘ | -
1

t

-'experiences. ] I realised not only the propaganda, butﬂ

"_; also the historical value of his story. T in31sted that

it was a national duty to put it ‘on’ record but Fionn
pleaded his 1nexper1ence and absolute 1ncapac1ty to

1

commit the story to*wrlting.. I .was' very troubled about

..this and like most peOple of the natioual movement in -
- trouble at the time, I went to the unfailing sourge of

- help. I went to Dublin and had a talk with Collins about '

the matter.' He sald that certainly the story muet be
' deoisivensss

MW
'recorded and told me that,if ultimately failed to
'prevail on Fionn to write it I was to do so as he related

' the various incidents to me, And so the collaboration began.‘

It was long and laborious ‘owing to Bionn's scrupulous

,anxiety for minute accuracy, the whole truth and nothing
" but the truth, ".When the manuscript was finished the

‘{questial arose about its printing and publication.' I .

failed: absolutely to find a printer with a- sufficient

o sporting sense of eacrifice to take the risk of printing ‘

1 P At the time, printing pressee paid the penalty of a

Black and Tan raid of demolition fbr offences’ hurtful

to the susceptibilities of English tetrarche in Irelend,

-fand thus, I had to have recourse to Collins again,
'bringing the manuscript with me. He told-me'immediately
.that he would have it printed._ Actually, 1t was printed
. by the under-ground press, by which was printed An tOglach
“the official periodical of the Volunteers. ‘I had asked :
‘Collins to write a preface, but he told me that he could

not’ possibly flnd time to reach upon . it but that hei :

would get it done. And done it was, and brilliantly,

by Piarais Beaslaﬁ himself 6ne of - the Mount,joy escapees.

The green cover ‘of the booklet served as a title pagel

1 .
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'j'he had succeeded in bringing hdﬁl him..’

-

- the full text, as 1t was wrltten without any attempt «at

emendat1m,ul r M Mm%zm ﬂwm' ‘

L IN MARYBORO AND MOUNTJOY
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L i 5'.?f‘_ Fortitudlne Vincit..

On the in31de of the cover was etencilled "Support '

- ‘- .,“ '... N . j ‘
: ..____Dail Eireann Loan" s : : :

. ‘L‘
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. . o [ ‘,,;,':T'
It wae only a few weeks on sale in the Dublin shops,

. -"when a bookseller was awarded three monthe in prison for the

: offence of cffering it for eale.

- " ~enti rel E:rom public ci rculation,

i After thls it disappeered
équ. ,

mw

f .g

:
When Fn.onn was some months in the United Statee he

brought ot a Second Editlcn of the booklet a copy ;of which

'I'hi s Seccnd Edlti on

oL differed only in one detail from the original, namely, in that

on the cover it ‘bore my full- name, at a time men thL Black

and Tans were. still distress:.ngly active here. From the = -

proceeds of the eale Fionn sent me a draft for 500 dollars

to be given to Colllne for Volunteer funds. (It was only

& few weeks ago that the COunty Manager for Kildare told me
that he had- read the book in Iowa, shortly after its

American publicatlon} T

As’ the booklet 13 of genuine historical value and as

1t is now SO soarce and practically unknown I appe“nd here .
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- THE MEN OF 1916

\

A Toast on the occasion of the
Wedding of KEVIN O'HIGGINb T.D.E., and
Miss Brigid Cole, October, 27th. 1921

Mr. President, Very Reverend Fatners Ladies and
. S Genitlemen -

e m e —— o —
i . .

'It.has_fallen to me to propose the last toast’

of this happy'and.memorable day - the toast of thez

"Men of 1916 Dedd and L1v1ng"' There are some X

i
b

feelings so 1ntimately sacred as to find expr9581on
only under the stress of compelling 01rcumstance,and-

then are poured solely intp the private ear of sone

friend of the soul, feelings that find public expres—
gion only under the conv1ct10n of the supreme call of
duty or of loyalty. : ‘To such’ a call I am. esaaylng a‘

response today, wllllng however unworthy _ hmothne
raw from still gdplng_wounds, memory-overleden wiuh%.
images of lethal suffering'and heroic grandeur, min&;
congested thh the crowdlng thou&hts of flve plorlous

- years, and an Irish heart torn Wlth gratltude and love,
how except under the 1rre51st1ble sense of a debt clamour—

1ng for.discharge could one presume to find words adequate

4
to such a theme ? llence may I not hope that the seenlng

aondeoned,
1ndellcacy of the avowul is coa&aane¢ and aplrltUdllbed by

|

!

!



the qua31 Sdcramental hollness accrulng to the open
i
confession of a qulck human heart ?

The Men of 1916 assumed thelr heavy and gloflgus
task with a° sense of awed and 1onely respon31b111ty.
'.They saw the National splrlt sunk in the slough ofidespond
consequent apon . the dlsapp01ntment the gross humlllatlon
~and d15111u51onment of . the Home Rule struﬁple. They saw
_the question of our Independence slipping away inpf oblivion
‘amidst the welter of Englénd's warfpolitics;.the i%ter—
napibnal rivalries. and aﬁbitionsrfégihg'amongst th& war-mad
- nations of Europe.‘ They';éalised that a great hé}oic
gesture was necessafyftoiexorciseithe demon: of deskair;.
- to fan into liVing'flamejthe dully smouldering emﬁérsAof'
"the Nation's passion fdr liberty, io donvince all ﬁen
" of the surv1val -of the national soul, to herald to ‘the
‘world the rlghts that soplrdemanded.:; They felt 1t was
the lonely duty of a few;'the few‘elecp who felt a:strange
stirring of the blood,; the'periédic erupfion of thé
"natlonal consciousness that all through the perlod of
forelgn occupatlon broke forth with a. strangely rhythmlc
‘recurrence, the llfe pulse of the Natlon with perlodlclty
of 1pten81ty. ‘ihey heard the call of Red Hugh, oq
" Phelim O‘Neill,t!of sarsfield, of Tome, of Mitchell, and,
.;perhaps most_of-al%'O‘Donovaﬁ ﬁosgé,.“éélendid-in éhe
proud manhéoé“6f hiﬁ, spiéndid in the heroic grgceiof

him, splendid in'the-Gaelic sqréngth, and_éharity %nd

.Qpruth of himm. "With:calﬁ-cohfidepce and iofty,exéit-

4
L
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atlon of a vicarlous sacr1f1ce they d1d "*a hard Sweet
© thing",. almost w1th naked hands they "went out agalnst

the Gall", to do knlghtly service: even unto death for-

. 1
"The pa551onate ‘Park Rose whose strange

surprige
of beauty nerved them to their. enterprlss"

In 1916 they did not conquer the Saxons, it is true;
but they conquered the Gaels, leading them through a
baptlsm of blood to a new, a stronger, and a purer llfe.
The responsibility that 1aggards, even of our own'house,

would fain have made .a pillory was, as a French pub1101st

!

'y

recently has written, proudly assumed by the survtvors

of the gallant band and rdised aloft as a pedestal for

the culmlnatlng glory of the task. ' Soms paid the .
ultlmate prlce of thelr knxghtlj devotion. We passion---
ately ?egqet.them.' But our sorrow. is tempered and
transcended-by.our prlde, and bv our realizatlon of the

glorlous recompense thelr death has brought them.,

- Spirits of wind and flame and fire
Raise we a loftier requiem,
Build we a lordlier. funeral pyre"

|
"Pears for the dead but for them ° t
{
]
1

With their names b fittingly associate the nades
of those, who have fallen in our Var of the last few years

whether they fell on the fields ‘of heroic battle, or
I

fell beneath the bullets or’ bayonets of hlred assa551ns,
or faced in the prlson-cell a death whose gr1stly horror

. was trdnsformed 1nto beauty by thelr martyr's: fortltude

or walked with proud- confidence and the laughter,of.God's

heroes in their hearts to the gibbet of the BritishiEmpire.
. - R T : 1

R . i



.National 5p1r1t. f It has been raised for the one

.-a lofity sense of duty and the ;nfectious enthusiasm

/e -

Lxultantly 51ng1ng ln our hearta Loddy are those

lovely llnes of Seamus O'bu111Vdn = o ‘.?.
“thtle Dark Rose, Lhe raln is in thelr faces,
Mourn not the past of agony and drouth; - .
Proud-eyed and strong they stride the starry spaces,
. Laughter has flowed from every bleedlng mouth.
- Weep not their wounds who loved your ‘eyes of s0rrow,
Red wine of joy stains every pierced side, ! '
Sons of young Angus, princes of the morrow,?

'bunllght and wind acclalm the crucified".

i

Of the llVlng agg'flnest and truest thlng I can

say is, that they have nobly and unfalterlngly malntalned

the traditlon, tha tradition of our her01c Dead mlnd—

ful of the message of Pearse, their Chief - “Patriotxsm
as ;

- is in large part-eﬁ=memory df heroic dead'men and a

striving to accompllsh 3ome tdsk left unflnished by

them". Animated by the same 3p1r1t oi stern duty and
her01c dbnegatlon, Lhey have roused the whole Natlon
Lo a redllzatlon of the gacredness of the work thet is
dfoot 1Lg Llalma upon the benerous service’ of every
lojal CltlZLn, the conv1ct¢on of the ultlmate Lrlumph

Of-Il&hL overcwrong‘;-ln brief phey.hdve.awgkened,and

fortified uhefnational willnfor-liberatibn.; As g
fundamental and coheolve factor for the whole natlonal

1
effort they hdve ralsed and brought to a wondrous {

state of efflciency the Volunteer Army of’ Ireldnd.;

)
l

The Army has’ becume the flnest etpression of the

t

object - to flght on behalf of Justlce ‘and to defend

the rlghts that Justlce concedes , Its_malnbtay is

i -



that a complete surrender to duty dlways engendere)lts

bond a$ rlvalry of honour - its: motto the old chlvalrlc
war~cry-God and my dutyt That Army has fought the
British Emplre, a struggle at flrst 315ht dpparently

of a pigmy agdinst a glant but in. reallty it. pro%es

-

" to be between a Spirlt and materlal force. And already

"the sceles of v1ctorj are tilted on the side of the splrlt.
%
ThlS success is- due to -the. exaltatlon consequent on the

Volunteer's mystlc sense of duty, splendldly suppo%ted

as it was by the re—actlng, flamlng sympathy of the"

1

entire people, who rapldly became 1nfected w1th the

Holunteer Splrlt “of serv1ce and sacrlflce. . Repre531on
)

‘brought to bear on the civ111an populatlon only streng—l

thened the peoplets re31stance,_suffering.only further

. steeled their w111 and today the'National spirit i@ ae

1t were a powerful sprlng of 1Mmeasurdble latent otrength

qulckly dnd adequately respon51ve to every added straln.

Hence the success of our becret SerV1ce, prebldtd over
o

‘by a man of magnetlc personalltv evocatlve of llmltlegs

devotion on the part of his collaborators, of both eexesf

rof every rank ‘and’ occupatlon, a man of superb genlus in

1

organlsatlon, of ruthless eff101ency in hle multlple\
activities. Hence the auccess of the Repuollcan Pollce
and Judlclary eystem, flrmly based as it wab on the g'“
free assent of the Natloh for Republlcan Juetlce 1s’

more than an authorlty to whlch men mechanlcally euomlt
|
rather is 1t an expr9331on of the Natlonal will accepted

. . i 1
and CherlohEd as a Proud svmbol of eiwvin Yihants, afina
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‘hence the‘splehdid effibiency Jnd sgcéesa-ﬁtféhdanéfon
che-briliiant éﬁministfatipn of the M}nistfy of Lécal'
-Governmeut.ff -l-‘ t ;
' ‘auch dre the Men of 1916 thls their contrxbutmon‘T
to the‘v1otory that we hcpe is near -at hand Need we
wonder Lhat "the boys", 48 the Nation affectionately
stylés'tnem, have at’ Lheir service all that is most
ﬁender und most eyalbed in the hearts of the Irlsh'
'peéple 7 It is Lhe pvssxonat loyalty, the burnlng .
love and brdtltude oi the Gaellbhat I have tried to
voice Lodaj. . ' 7
| Very Rev. Fathefs,'Ladies,and Gentlemen, I,to;st

' the Hen of 1916 - the-méﬁory'dfrour holﬁ dead' to the
floné life and hdépiness ‘of the beloved LlVlng, and to

thb full culmination of thelr dgareat wish, the llberty,

| the untramaelled liberty of Ireldnd

BEETEY. 1o [ TR
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‘AN ANTHOLOGY OF FUGITIVE MEKORIES"

u- 1! l .
gearbid 6'§g;;gvgg: |
' -'q 3‘ At Eéster 1916 1 was Réctor'&t Knockbeg'0ollege.

- situated about 25 miles from carlaw town on nne Leix bank
 of the River- Barrow._1 The boys were about to return.
. from their Easter holidays on the Tuesday -On Ebnﬂay a

. romour reached us that there waus some disturbance 1n

Dublin end that trains were pot running. I felt quite - -

T g ,. indignant at this disturbance of civie 11fe .and of
A | College discipllne. R v-;}.‘ . SRS

-On wednasday more news came through. and we learned
~ that ‘there was an active- armed Rising in Dublin.(| Jihe

. “following day “the news was still more serious, - on
Friday we hearﬁ that the Insurgents held the Castle and
part of Dublin. and there was. a: rumour that if they
succee@ed in holﬁing the city for a Wgek tnay would be -
éptitled to international fééoénition,as the legitimate
gvormsent.

| s ‘1{‘ ; The news of the surrender then cens througn and

' v - on Eonﬂay my brother, Dr. L.-Doyle or Carlow, told me

_ that he was gping to try to reach Dublin. ‘His wife

v 'f | had been spenning Easter with her mother at Ratngar.

<
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anﬂ‘news-naa reached the éount?y,thd;‘tpere wag:§_gﬁave
shortage of fbod in Dublin._: I determined to accompany

him. as_the Doctor had .got a pass from the Millitary ‘R
‘Authoritiés in Carlow. We loaded the car with fbod'épd.
started for 'Dubl;xf_. '_ '?assin.g_;rmoggh_' the countryside -
we fopnﬁfeverythihg pormal until we reached Naas. There
the Hain St. waa barr1caded. but on showing duf'pa?s ‘
we were allowed through '{le reached Hatﬁéaf without
,1nc1dent. but found only servants in the house. That
morning .the Castle Authorities had telephoned Mrs.
Leigh. &y sistar-inplaw's mother, Who was the proprietress
of an extensive wholesale food businsss in the city,
requesting her to go into the citw,and arrange for the
diétr}ﬁuiion of fbcd és there was.real waht'aﬁongst'the'
people. They added that- thoy would provide her with
an arped escort. ‘ sne hod replied’ that she would g0 '
iﬁto the city tb arrange for the fbod d;stribution. ‘
but curtly informed thém that she required no armed
_escort to drive through the streets of her own Dublin.
Her daﬁghter accompenied her. Ve decided.tﬁat‘ée'must
try to. make coptact'with them in the eity. .

: There.was rio hope of taking the car, so wé started
to walk Au Portobello Bridge we came up against B
,military cordon.which had been drawn around the whole city.

" ‘The. young oergeant in charge of the troops there gruffly

told us thiét we could not get: hhrcugh without a Hilitary.
Pass. {ile. asked him Where that wes to .be got, and he
told us at Ballsbridge. ~ We then asked how we were to
get there on account of the cordon.- Ee replieé that he

was “bloweﬂ“ if he imew - that he had been. picked up in

\
*



eont!.ngent of .troops -who mamhad into Dublj.n. and was at
' the emounter at Hount 8t. Bridge. ' He’ ‘told us that.% :

the fi.rst Ban’ ‘to fall there’ was a camolio orf:lcer,

- the finest man 1n the Hegimnt. . At this part'.icular t:l.m;e _
he was at.aying with the priaata ah Donwhrook. who haﬁ

k.indly given hj.m a room, ani he was about to return. tnere.

- fa deelded tlwt it would be safer to bring him there m

cur car and I accman&ed him, happy that my black . m
clerieal clothas ‘would afford someo prof.ect.ion for him.

. wearj.n,g 6s na was British nn&form. as spomdic snipins
- was stm go:lng on t.hroughout. t.he city. ) I might, mntion

that after the eurrender ne was sent ﬂ.t.n t.he lcotush

smusement with gronps of Tra.'l.ee urchi.ns. who, mt. mmg

_that he was a priest. used to proceed hin Gown the strest
' chant:l.ng *Up t.he Inng's Cousin®l Realiaing that the
. Scot.t.lsh Borderems had not much. use for a cathouc |

:ln the tri.umphant entry mt.o Bagndad. Ironically he
used to boast to us that he took part in the entry
into the on:l.y caf:itala taken' during i‘.he waf. Baghdad and

'Dub.un (Bis pame will ¢ecur again in this narrative).

At. Christms that year I faunﬂ myselr in urgent _

_need of a Ikmter to take the claases in Ir:.sh. as the

previcus Master had mnldenly resigned. 1 suught help
from Pather. Tim Corcoran, | 8.3 . Professor of Education
tn University College, Dublin. mn I explained to hin

mat I must have a Pirst class Honours Gmduata in Iri,sh.

he told ma that he only lmew of one available, bub that

‘ Borderera ‘to Tralee. Aftemards. he usad tell us of his

prlest he 3ppned for a tmnafer and was sent to Eaaapot.amm.
‘ ,whex-e he went throush the whole campaign ana took part

-
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mado tho acquaintanco of a very striking peroonality.
Jim Fortune. tne village shoemakor sago. a typical
_Hans' Sacho of German Logenﬁ. who for hours entertained _.;"
ma with 1ooal lore as 1 sat on a stool in his 11ttle v
shop, and in tho authentic manner of Hons Sachs emphasised
hio remorks with hlows of his onoomoker*s hammor..

©  One day Gearﬁid'arrongod for wme to‘go Lo

: Baltimore for a hoat trip to- the. islends of the harbour.
and out to Cape 01ear._. The locol captain of tho _
Voluntooro providod 8 motor boat for the trip. - Ijt
visited several of the 1slnnﬂs where we dopoaited |
strongo 1ongituﬂ1nal parcels. - The uily Volunteer haﬁ
- taken advantage of tho 1nnooont priost's trip to
dtstributo rifles to tho Voluntooro on’ the 1slands. b

SN - When the day of the trisl arrived 1 ﬁont into -

‘ Sklbbereen. as Goarbid's-Counsol hod 1ntimatod that he
- wished %o call ms. for ovidenoo of character. On arrival
. Bt the Courthouse I found it surrounded by & largo body )
of troops in full war kit. .It was a court of summary.
Juridisdiction presided ovar by two Rosident Bagistratos.
paid orfioiols of the British Crown. - The prosocution
" was in tho hands of the Crown Prosooutor for West Cork,
Jasper Wolfo (What a gorgoous namo for tho villain of a

v1otorion molodroma!)

_ _An R.ILC. ,oons;abm gave evidence of the seditious
 specch, and then flolfe rose for the attack. ~His charge
to ‘the Court was‘mode 1n a spirit of bitter viciousness.
Amongst other things he shouted out 'What was this man
'vdoing in Knookbog Collago - teaching the boys_to shoot
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,from behind hedges!' At thié;Stage I leaned over to
Gearﬁid's ounsel and asked wag" he not going to protest

' f\against this malignant gnatuitous insinuation against

"both GearSid and the college. The COunsel was a very

-. young man, and apparently'a ratbit who consiﬂered

C discretion the. better part of a connsal's valour.

‘_-Ha conveyad to me, 1n a nervous manner. that any p*otest

msde in a Court of that type would be absolutely futile.

S ‘When Wolre's charge was finished I was summonad

" to the witness's dock for e¥idence of character. 1In

very olsar terms I stated what 1 knew. of Gearbid and nis_
-character.'- COntrary to -the usual practice. Wolfe

' 1ntarruptad me several times anﬁ challenged my . at&tements.'(
He went so.far as on two separate. occasions to shout at

“On your OBEh. Father' On.your Oath!“

(Ths tension prevaillng 1n the Court ‘may be
realised from the fhct that the local Captain,of
.. Volunteers, who was present at the back of the COurt. ‘
told mé afterwards that 'he' had hi; kand on & Webley
. pevolver in his.pocket,'gﬁa:that; if Wolfe had again
rapeated'"0n~your?03th“r tﬁe Webley would.have goné;into -
actian;_ I precipitately. changed the subject of

;conversation). S

I persisted;inzmbking myrsiatemsnx. aﬁd 1nsistentiy /
qualified the insinuation msde against Gearbid's teaching J
1n the CQllege and the d1sc1p11na of the CQllege as ‘ ;;v
absoluzely bageless and falsa. Several tizes there werei"

‘burats of applause from the back of the Court, folilowed b,
!

'by angry threats from the Bench to have the Court cleared E

.If

Finally. ‘the aeeision of the Court -was givan. The i

o~
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“‘?accused was guilty.- Thnt caused us no surprise as
'athis CQurt seemed ‘to have been canstitnted to bring in
-that ‘vardiet always. _ ‘Be yaswsentenced to-nina mpn;hs

BTN Cork Jail. ‘ . A

;.." .- T g

o The alleged seﬁitious speach had been made. not
by Gearﬁid but by Hichael Collins. so tnat Gearaiﬁ had

'.'at least the satisfactionlof bearing the penalny in the
:place of his greatest friend.._“f

O
‘o .

That afternoon ha was marchea hand-cufred

'thrcugh the streats of Skibberean to the Railway utation_

surrounded by armed military. His brother, Donnld. -

and I walked at tha end of thia corthe. When the
--. tra1n was., about to leave we. could not even shaka with
" the hand-cuffed prisoner.’ As Donald and I walked back
-from the Station we tried to carry our heads hign.
.'abut our hearts were leaden. For about the first aﬁﬁ
"only occasion during the course of the liberation 3
,‘mnvement 1. felt tempted %o despalr of the outcome. -
E jIn the Main St. we met the Aﬂministrator of the Cathedral.
}an ol& collese friend of mina._“ As %e were. talking to
if‘?hinransper w°1fe appeared, walking down the straet.
In-a spirit of ghoear’ mischievousness the Administrator '
‘.i'called him over and 1ntroduced him to. ne. - Be converaed ’

R wost affably, and amongst other subjects diecusseﬂ some

of the politicalqprisonera fbriwhose 3&11 sentences he

;ﬁwas responsible. Be assured us ‘that some of them*were _

Lruffians. but thet he round Pion&n Lwnch a ‘most charmingf .

"~f91103' I tried to rise to the social demanﬁs of the
) occasion. but oy reqenzmsnt was too bitter after oy

"experiences of British Justice. anﬂ the unchacksd

. . Lo . Py 'y . Ry
A o E N g
o
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. iﬁéuit& oﬂ'éféd to me mthe 'Courf. 'i’.hé'c: 'd&y.- |
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‘ Wolre was an excee&ingly able J.awyer with a very “

| 'big pract.ice. . He was 8 man w:.th 8 high sense of duty:
according to M.s J.ights. and hence hi.s zeal as a crown
5 'Prosacut.or. . 't‘lhen the national Govérnment was set- up he
" showea himself equally ‘detérmined to mnifest his ..
“ 'loya.'l.t.y t.o t.ha‘t Government. Iiany of t.he men who were |
. prosecutsd by him bocam friem&a of. his. ﬁhen as I .
'3 Barriater ﬁearbm O'Sullivan Joined the - SOuthem 01mu1t
:._ ha regularly and frequently received bri.efs from L‘Iolfe.

r

. ;whose prest:lge in the profess:lon was mnirest.ed then
e . he was alected ‘President of t,he Law 300191::;. '.H;s

o]

publ:lely proclamed himself - 'I had ‘the honour and

priv:l.lege of ba:l.ng sentenced to de&th three t.imes. '

" but t.he most peenliar aspect of‘ t.hat was, that all t.hree

or my wou).d-—be execut.ioners artemards became my
uamest rr:lends"' ' T S

e T
P
w R .

'l'ne crowning test.lmony to the mn's mt.egrity

. was hi.s elect.ion on thmp separate occasions by the
people of "iest Cork as their Deputy in the Da.u. '

L Gearﬁm's jaﬂ. exper:lances in no way differed
', from those of his commdes of. the period. . He took

part. in prolonged hunger strikes In order to exnort t.he

treatment as a politieal prisonsr. experiencas wn:leh

oo very gravely aﬁ'ect.ed hi.s health. S

P N ’ T ' .""“-

In the meant..tme. I had to f:l.nd a mster 0 act. as
éeput.y for. oearbm at. mockbag Couege. . Through- "the -
unﬁergmumlﬂ I leamed tnat t.here was a8 nighly qualified |

manvmo wonlﬂbewmmgcocome to ua.- Be was?rank /

i
f
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'Pahy," Commender-at the Four Courts.in 1916, who for

"fd\irt.éen yaarshad ‘been 'a ltalét.er at' Castlglmock College.
- Towards the end of the- previons t.erm the College had been

’ J.raiﬂed by..the Crown Forces. __; The college authorities
'attribnted these raids to .the presence of Kp. Pahy on

" the st.aff. and hence 11'. was. comeyed to nm tnat it. wonld

. be bet.ter for him- 't'o seek an appoint.ment elaewhere.
. Ha was 'on tha run’, and 1t. appeared that his arrest
was 1mm:!nent. R got in touch with him. offered him an

- 'appointmnt. and he accept.ed. _ He -game to Knochbeg

'as ilp, l&urphy" where he a1a excellent work, and held
" the classes unt:l.l Gearam was able to, resum ' '

R Fahy aftemrds became the universally
respecteﬂ first Speakar of the nan -

-

: " For. "sood conﬂuct." Gaarﬁid had a remission of
‘three mont.hs» of’ bis santence. He was able to writ,e ﬁo
me a fow times. and finally sent me word of the ‘date of -
bis re].ease. b 4 tmvelled to Cork on the previous day.
'_On the mm:l.ng of‘ the release r=h 1 'ss brother. Donald.

" and T drove to the prison gams. The Warﬂen at the

t.rieﬂ to obtain some nourishment suitable to his’ '

gate, m an excess of. politeness. :mvited us inside to
take shalter 1n the archway. -Aft;er a short time,

_Gear&id, trylng to-valk very eraet. in spite of h.ts R
!' ) {}
wealmess. joined ua. we arove hin to a hotel where ne i ;}i
i /
18

k ['.'
a

gond:!_.tiqn. : That aftemoon he and I Joineﬂ the Dnblin.‘
train vmich we 1eft. at Raryboro' where & car was ff -/-f
waitlng to take \m %o Knockbag. l"hen we arrived at t.m
‘averue gates we found the avemze li.nsd on hot.n s.tdas b,y
a mass of wilﬂly cheerins boys. celebrating the ratmrn

| A of the Easter to whom they werae so davotad. ‘I‘hey l:tafi



persuaﬂed ‘the Vice-ﬂector to declnre off all atudy for
ntne evening 1n orﬂer that this weleome nignt be ‘

iproperly organised.

F

Gearﬁid 1nsisted on almost 1mmadiatsly resuming
‘ his dnties 1n the 0011939, and his activities with the

'-; VOlunteera. in spite of his dehilitated ccnﬁition.

’-ahlch yialﬂaﬁ alowly to 8 careful dietany.

When the news of Lloyd George's “Garman Plot" broke
he was summoned 1mmea1ately to. Dublin. In orﬂer to “
;‘cover the Jonrney I travelled with him.in.a car which
~took 8 eircuitous rcute to the city. 1 deposited h&m |
‘ at ons ‘of the “favourite lairs“ of ﬂichael Collins - the
west cork Hotel - which was owneﬁ by aiss HcCarthy of

.West Cork. one of the. unsung heroines of the movement.

S thn tha threat or ocnacription ‘became nrgent.
"'Gaarbid and I contacted soma prominsnt people in Carlow

L

o anﬁ arranged to’ have a public meeting called in liarket

Square on a certain Sunday. , A 1arge cruud as embled
nand was addressed by several priaats and prominsnt 1aymen.:
It was decided to form & small Compittes to draw up a

T plan of action for the Carloa population,as distinct

- from tna Volunteers. . Also, a publie suhscription.was

T openad “to which aach priest present contributed £50, and

. generous subsariptions were ‘also maﬁe by the other 7
_ ageakars. . Within a few weeks a large sum was collected
_anﬂ consiéerable stocks\of fooa were: laid 1n for the

- emargency. The Defence COAmittee mot 1n Knockheg

’collsge and aftar several long bessions plans were draﬁn
up for the civili&n populntion as soon as the conscription
 -decrea was 1ssued. ) At these conferences Gearﬁid's clear, .
‘f;decisive military ouzlook was invaluﬂble.
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Amongat other prov:lsions it. was decided tnat in

case of t.he emargency aJ.J. able-bod:!.ed mles were t.o

disperse f.hrough the 311eve !zargy Hius, so as t.o avoid

. '; : 'being* seized by tne press-ganss. “ A well-known

' personage. on hearing of tms dmconian‘decree.  ‘

) patheticauy plaadea t;hat he nmst be exempt. af' Neveryons

“-'should know what would happen t.o him if ha got his feet
j‘ wet.'* ' Arterwaras. he was a stout opponent of th.e Treaty.- .

B regarding its acceptance as tre&chery %o the nation. . e

2 Such a case nas by no means a uniqué phenomanon 1n t.hose

= PR |

-

i‘.‘e a.lso arranged for & gemm}. meeting of the .

_.jf priests or t.he Diocese “to he held in Kilﬂaxwe. - The , |
__.'-.meet.:lng duly cam orf 1n a d!.nghw cinama s.n Kildare.

the crisis with t.ne ma.ustio out]nok tbat had been :

- manitested in Carlow. and the meting ad.:lourned ‘without | '
"amr decisive conrse ot acf.lon being decided u;pon. - Light
| "_relief dur:l.ns tha meet.ing wes. affordea by a t.‘morous h
"eleric vmo reared a nigger -in the wood-pile. and made
‘a v.tgorous ssarch of t.he t.mrdry scanary and mrm\mﬂj.ngs
E ‘ot the stage in t.he fe&r of »ﬂnding ‘'some. hmden apy.

Shortly a!'ter the disclosure of the nwthieal

.

" ) lmt. r.he majcrity o.t‘ the pr:l.ests were not prepared f,o face

“Gemn Plot“ mohael Collins summoned Gear&:ld O'Sulla.van '

o Dublin 6nd informed him that he would have to take
",up whole-tim work in Dublin. He resigned from the ..
"fj'college, and became Adjutant General of the VQJ.unteers. '

On the creation of t'.he National army ne was mede. .

- ,Adjutant Genaral with the rank of mjor General,
nlchael c(:ll:.ns wiaheﬁ r.o hav& me as ﬁ.rst Chaplain of

P T . RS - ‘o



' jlso' |

o .
=
>

the Hetionsl Army.apd as: Commnder-in-Chief,he directed-
Gearfid to write to my -sxsno'p; Lbé‘;ﬁ aa{z'-."mr. Foley,
Bishop of K,ildare aml Le:lghlin. requestmg nim. on
belialf of tiie: COmmander-in-Chief, to appoint.me cnapxam.. |

The letter was de},ive?ad.. persona.,.}..y by.a Staff Officer,
"Capt. Hugo HcNeill. . The Bishop imssdlately dictated a .
_curt refusal, and 'demot'_zrat:l_cauy-__ addressed the 1'et.:tq'r
. to fur. Gerald 0'Sullivant. ° His -Lords;iip- was 8
' Nationalist of -the Ijiqme' Rule School. who. fouézﬂ. iv
| 4ifficult to adspt himsslf to the: new regims, which hs °
* was inclined to Fegard as & mushroom growth of ‘doubtful

,P?Wmo'

e T

By a- strange coincidenca tha cort:ege or his state '
funsral paased by th.e G.P.O. on Baster Honday. As it

waa on Easter ﬂonﬂay that ‘he had hoiated tha Hational

Plag for the fs.rst time -over the bunding. ,

the Requiem the mss had heen served by his

'Rovice son and ‘the Hovice son of Diarmum O'Hegarty,
hoth nembers of t.he Congregation of tha Holy Ghost;,

‘the comde sons ‘of comrade fhthers. .

-

Afthar his aaath an elegy ln Irish was wpitten -

' ~by Dzamuid O'Hegarty. t.he comrade who occupieﬁ in hig:

atfect:lon a place second only to Mchael c::nins. -



4-{';1n & land that had been in sore. bondage-“
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" premiebon of BTeEp). . . .
T ©, IN FOND REMEMBRANCE: . . |

.'!-'
1

Tha generation th&t conceived that wonderful Vision ‘,
of the Baster of 1916 kindled & spark . °

'That time when Ireland was in death's grip ST '
-~ And the crowd.of the insincere speech wooing her to exchange
__\Her heritage for & pot of poor filthy porridge.A :

.Young Eearﬁid was among the Group 1n the Speckled House of the
Benians in: the:-Shadowy Glén - , B

. That Hoiise .in which no Lamp of Hope shone since

The toreh of 1867 was qpencned. R ;

:The’Heroic‘band took control of the House ‘from the wicked Hag

.. . And 14t thelr way with the fire of their eyes and with the
- Brightneas of their sacrificial Viaion (Dream).

:f'iThey harnassed ‘the Liath Mache (euchulainn!s Steed) 10’ the

~ Y- stable of the.Hound (Cuchulainn) and the feiry Senglend of -

S Iraland'sﬁCOast thét the: old Toreh was ablaze again at the

. Snowers:of bullets and heroic Gaedhil definitely .

Liberty was in thelr company and they spread the news around
G.P.0. Ath Cliath.

N ‘the'men of Ireland at war with-England, with. - *.

;
i
t
' Declared their refusal to be subject to the Galls " PR
S 1% was Gearéid oz unfurled ‘the" Republican Flag -~ - B i
.~ 'High in Freedom's breeze -.the breéze that wafted. away L
" For ever the fog frcm Ban Cnoic Sireann. 0. _ - .'\ R4
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.- ¥ihen Kevin Q*Higgins was bhliged to leave
naynoot.h College ouing to :Infraction of the mile against.
smok:lng (a mle tnat since has been abolished). ‘he was
di.rected by his B!.snop to rosuge his st.udies 1n carlow |

college. At the tim I was on the staﬁ' of that
001lege and 8s t.he rooms of the staff were more or 1693'

sanctuary. X gave Kavin free use of nw room where he

eould smoke wit'.hout Mringement of the rale. . Ve
beeame very close fr:lends imt ‘on’ h:ls 1eav1ns t.he
0011939 I lost touch. w!_.f;h_hi;n for. two or three -yeﬁ;ré,_
Ilt' was. oﬁl‘y' wﬁen he was forzed. to ‘go”'on the run® that

I again met him, when ¥ sent word to him thnt Knockbeg

would bs altfays a.va;llable for him &t al]. t.imes of need.

At that tige, . m his native county or Leix.

"he assured me,, there were only two other hm:sas where :

he was sure to get & night's rafuge. Of course he

" could never appmach ‘his own homa m Stradba.uy as 1!;

£

"_was too closalywat.ehed. S

- On his becom:l.ng Deputy for Le:lx the pursuit ot‘
bim by military apd police heeame Antense, €nd = -
particularly when he took on the work of organising o
the Hational Loan that had been noatea by Michael
collins. Ee was in incessa.nt aovement throughout
t.he country. hold:l.ng meeti.nss 1n barns ‘and out.honses.

- atif‘faning the nat:lonal resistence. mvitmg and .

collecting subscr:lptions ror the Loan.: He suceeeded

- 80 -ne;!.l ‘that leix, a county oh ttge who].g not very.

e Tz
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during those rest periods he was not me. as he put m
several hours of smﬂy avery day 1n prepamt.ton for his
daw Pinsl,. ue as:md me to wrn;e to Br. George Cugsen,
. goldcitor, Dublin, for the latter's Liw Botes which

h were 1ndispensable at. t.he t.ma for Buecess m t.he -

" Law Exam:mtion. 1 wrot.e to Hr. Cussen. smply
‘saying that I wanted his Hotes and added the phrese
_¥gqui currit 19@1;" . HBr. Cussen _corrfeet.ly '
interpreted the "qui cn_rriﬁ;' snd sent me the Notes, -
and afterwards when ixe became & special-fﬂeﬁd of

i- mine ‘told me that he had suspected the Mmtity of -

T the person for whowm f.hey were mbemGd.

(“!hen asg lu.nister of Jusuce Kevin waa set.t.lng

up t.he new Ctmrts of tha Hational Govemment he
~ asked Mr,. Cussen to become the first Di.strict. Justlce.
| j"choosing h:l.m because of h:l.a 1ega1 pre-em:.nence. 80

-»'as to set a high st.andard for tne men wbo would be
appoinwa Districf. Juatices. 351-. cusaen. as a -
matter of national. duty.- accepted the appomtmn!;. at
| t.ne cost or a aacririce of & very lucmt.ive |
. _pract!_.ce, During h:ls ﬁ.rst year of office, wit.h the
tragic C'1:v11. Var- dmstatu_lg _t.ha -count.rg, in his
ares (in our North Kildare and Dnbj:in (:ounty) eighteen
6f his Courthouses were burned éoiz"x. * But he' cax:ried_-‘
on tranqui.‘l.ly zea:l.ously. w;u;h un:lmpaimd dignity. 3

o tmdismayad.q the embodimnt. of even-handed Justice o

| .tempered by kindness and mercy. Subsequently.
' became Iﬂetropolitan lfagistrate of Dubnn. At a dmnar_ _
: party he gave one night at the Shslboume Hotel, |

" Dublin, e§’ Bh:lch were present his wife, Kevin and

13 wﬁ.‘e. Pat.r.tck Hogan. lu.nlst.er of agricnlture.

- -
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' and nxyaelf. our tabIe was appmacheﬁ by the annooth -

Daan (who had become & Bj.shop) msponslble ror Kevin's

- depart.ure f'rom the. college. On being introduced to

ilrs O'Hisgins. His Iordahip humuroual.y mquired 11‘
she was .aware that it- was he %ho bhad provided her with
a hushand ‘fha lndy gmeefully acknowledged the

‘. sawice renaered. i

Each time thaf. Kevln wed a.bout to s:.t for t.he
Las F:lnal he was warned off the previous night by
Mchaal 00111119 who had l.eamed thronsb hisp Int.elllgence
that ths Emmlmt.ion Ha].l was to be besat by detectives

‘ . to effect Kmrin's arrest. nurmg this pertod many N

of the prounent. men .'m the movement came regularl.y
to us m Knockheg. " 80 umch 80 t.hat amonsst t.he

polica and mnitary -in Carlow it. was freoly refemd to

as “The Rebels' Paradise“ 8 *Pamd;so'. the grmmd ]

"'“‘_ of ‘which they never ventnred to violate. at a t.ime

when poltl.ce raids were the order of tha day throusnout
tha counf.ry. Prohably they were conv:l.nced that. the

gates of -that 'paradise' wonlﬁ be derenaed by. desperate

&
- "‘.
-

= Ona of the most. popula.r of a].l our vis:ltors was i
Rory O'Connor, vho used’ gaily to assm me t.hat. 1 uould_.
die on t.he scaffom. ~ He became one of Kevi.n's closest.
friends, 80 meh S0 t;hat it was Rory and not one of his

hrot.hers vmom he saleoted for best. mn at hl.s wedding

o

. <

_ (The most agonising decision of Kevin'a 1ife
- wag that when as llinist.er of Justice ne bad to s:l.gn

the warrnnt. for Rory's execution. A decision on -

L , which no one could sit 1.n jnﬂment nnlens acquaj.nted

"'._
N
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u!.tb all the terrible circumstames t.hat. detemined l
the aeea). L ‘ |

———_

v}
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. Kev:l.n'a rathe:- 11ved 1n Stmdbally where he
spent. h:l.s ll.fe 4n the sewice or the poor as Dispensa ;
Bootor. - nuring the Blacl: aml Tan t.error ths British
arrest.ed him i.n spite of his advancad age am! J.odged
hm m the iiam Intemmant camp at. the Burragh. appamn\ Ly

hecause ne was the father of his- activiat aons. Co

i Ono n:lght duri.ng the 61711 "Jar when the old
Doctor wa.s alona in the house w!.th his w.tfe. a body

ot young nen - demnﬁea admission. He bronght tnem .

e

Y

.
<

-~

Lord's cmwn"

mto the diningroou where hia ws.fa was a!.tting and.

1n her presence. they shot Mm dead - again, appamntly
beeausa he -was. the ra.ther or his sona. Kevin. Tom o
anﬂ Brian. ‘nm daught.ers of t.hs house were absent. _
at. the: t:lme 1n haryboro. and " on retnming and titnessing
the f,errlble ‘scene in- the’ dinin;room. uut;b man- rat.ner
lying dead 1n pools of h:ls own hlood. may were '

) naturally mmome wit.h horror and grmr aml'were on =

tne pomt. of collapse. but t.ha neroic mot.her. a rrau.
utt..la mot.her of & very lar@e famuy fun cf t.he- -w'.‘ .
eharactausuc faith of tha Sullivens said t.o t.hem. |
"Kneel down. chmren. ‘and eay : 'Thy wm b6 done' now

‘that 1t 1s worth saying iti® _The following day I . -

-_ wenf. down t.o see hur. . - She naa resting m her beﬂroom,- _’

her Rosary Beada in her. hands. and when X tr:led to.

etammer soms words of consolat.ion she looked up- at me

sm‘l said. ‘ "Fat.her, n-. is only a uny thorn rmm our

'l,.f' .
.

At Knockbeg co.u.ega. K,evin ma mt m.ss Brigm

= T . - .. * - - L . U

e

s - N ar . T
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‘ Cole, & distmfguisl_i‘ea%ﬁémbei"of the Staff, who o

-~rqceive£l each day a qerﬁssm t._ranseript of the

+

aftervards bocame his wife. At the marrisge breakfust .
“ (where my nelghbour at the' table was Samonn de Valera)

the Toast of ‘the "lien ‘of 1916° wes essigned to mo.

. 1 eppend the text of it.

¥ L.

Duringthe Treaty hbgouations'- I was. in éons’tant._a

touch with Kevin. As.a .mmhex_-'"of the Cabinet he

negotiations of the previous day. . Ha frequently -

allowed me tonfaag!' these reports which one day, when.
d .'publlcgtion;becoﬁes possible, will be of engrossing

- !nteiwast.for the ﬁeople of Ireland.

After the 'mé_ffate?a Boundary Commission he .

wrote me 't.he--fo;l.l'owmé letter: -

B F'Depa.ﬂméi;!; 6;? Jnsiice.‘

, © DUBLIN.
7 :_,'- . N L 12.12.%25.

.Dgla,z;-_.!?at’hai' Doyle,

. The last three weeks have left gomerhat |

+ 'winded®' but may I pant & line of gratitude for
your telegram. What an escapel - The Feethan
1line signed by gur representative would have :
written 'Pinis' to our little three years history
and - 'sicut erat in principio?  The agreement

_while not ideal does really represent the best -
aend only solution of the wretched tangle. The

opposition here hed warmth without brilliance.

trith most of them the dominant feeling was

. intense disappointment at our failure to break

our necks- when everything pointed to that
- -consummation. I hope that you will fini, or
.. make, an opportunity for -an early ‘visitation’. -

oo Very g-inéa:_*ej.y &oul;s.

; - ‘.7'; . '7; R : : . T CASE!J- .- |



(The explanation of his signature 'CASEY * i3 that

,durms his visits to. Knockbeg while 'on the run' ha was .
'known genera.uy in the house 8s: "casey' - the phonetic
'rendering of his mr.ia.ls 'K.C.'). , '

.On. the even:lng he was nmrdered. ‘an urgent

. message reached me from tha c1vic Gmrds to go immeﬁmtely

to his honse af. cross Avem:e. nlackrock. Unfortunately,
he had died before I reaghed him.. The following '

moming I celebrated a Requiem Eass in his house, and at
“the State funeral I.had the melgncholy. dis_t.!.nq;ion of -

hd .

heading the procession.

-

7



K _ . o e . . ) . B Y
- mm; gg&m » . . . !
. . . . . -

It was through Geai';éid o:"S’uJJ.:iva.h' that I ’ﬁ.i-ht h :
became acquainted with Kichael 00111118. and coms under -
t.he spe:l.l of his st.rom personaltty. On visits to ' ;

Bublin. I used to meet hlm in the Hamourt. st. Headquarters
i

‘before the hunt for him becgm too hot. Gearﬁiﬂ had \
~ let:hin know that I was Willing to help in'mny way I \
"could, and he 41id not hesitate to svail of that’ o

essistance when occasion 8ross. o \

s

- On coming to Naas I used to heet him more

froquantly in Dublin as Naas was en important link in
his Intelligence Service. Oné of the most important .

men 1n the Intelligence Sarvice was Jeremiah mner.
who as & Sergeant in the R.I.C. was ‘secretary in Naas

" %o ‘the County Inspector, efterwards a commission'er

of the R.I.C. .. (These Coml.ssioners were 8 new

: appointment. being given Jurisdiction over a group of
_t.hree or four gqtintiea). In this way practically all

1R@ortaht police communications passed’ t.hroqgh Maher's
nends. Sumeries of these docnn;ents wém trensmitted
to Collins. Publicly -4n. Baas 1414 not know hanar.
but used to meet him late at. n.‘l.ght ina houaehold that -

was friendly to us both.

?‘hen I wished to meet mchael CO.‘Lli.ns. word wag -’

sent to him of the train by which I. should am-ive at.

Kingabriﬂge. . The Station t.here was- ‘always beset by .
G—llen (Det.ectivas - Special anch). tfsoniuy when

) 'passing throngh the Station gatea 1 would be passea out
-by & young ma.nwho woum mnmnzr an. address and & nams
- ag he passe_,d. ) On ca.umg to the address I ueed to be

5



- _Mormed of the time and place at which collj.ns would.
_ meet me, On- one occasion the .place of‘ meating was a
. poom on the firat floor oi.‘ the Gresham Hotel. lmere were
assemblad for lunch 3ix or seven’ of the J.ead:l.ng meon of

. the Liberation Hovement. The wait.er at the t.a.ble wasg

- &, Volunteer who afterwards sewed 1n t.he same capacity

in London uim our dele@tes dnring the ?reat.y mgotintions.
-Dnring the 1unch there was a screech:lng of brekss

“outside. ‘Coldins wa.lked swiftly to t.he winc‘low and
 drawming aside -the curtains sam Black ann Ten lorries -
dmn up outside. " Be: mturned to the t.able and told us

t.o continne our lunch, remarking “Thase renows are only.

raidmg f.he house next. door®! |

On another occasion I ﬁas t.old by the emissary at

. Kingsbridge to go to St. Endats College, Rathfernham.
. - There I met Joe 0'Reilly, who efterwmards became Colonel '

_'O'ﬂeim and A.D.c. Lo the qovernor Ganeral. \ He told
me %o go to the llansion House. whez-a_ there was a secret
session of the- Dau in the. Pular foom. .. Op arrival’ at
the Hansion Bonaa 1. was met. by 2 young man wWho went .
.into the na.u session and brought. oub lnehael collina.
He. gave me a copy ot 8 super-secret code. that had jnst
| been 1saued to only a faw of the highest. placed R.I. c.

| officials in the country. telling me to bring 1t down
'to ]hhe:- for 1mmd1ate nae. -

In t.he Spring of- 1920. 1 arranged to go to Rome
,with my brother's wife and her mot.her. llrs. Anne Leigh
of aathgar. " On.- hear!.ng of this Collins aent ne word k
that he wished t.o gee me., Ho arranged to met me at
m-s. Leigh's busimss pren;ises 1n liaw's Abbey. . (X6
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- should be remmbereél that. nrs Leigh was one of the first

: _to come o the f:lnancml am of the vaiaional Government

:1n the first; days or its existence, before arrangements
_had been made with t.he Banks _ Oearbm O'Sulllvan am’i
EamonnDugsanhad ‘called onherand t.oldherof t.hse

= urgent nseﬁ of mady mnsy.- ‘She imdiat.ely wmte for -'

. [

them a cheque for 9.600. 2

-

- Over the t.ea ‘cups we had a long talk about matters
) .Hichael wished. to have cozweyed to Dr. O'Hagan or f.he .
Irish COIJ.ege. Rom. N Hhen t);e intewiew l!as avar.

- 3in the bright sunshine ‘of: a spring afternoon, push!ns
. "nis§ bicycle. he walked doun Tory's. Abbey with me;-
" down mry 6t. and’ Henry St., at the mnm- enﬂ of ﬁhich

o he’ hade me goodhya. and pedalled coolly away.

| ‘ We arrived 1in Bome on- tne Tuesda.y night. ot Hol.y

' '_t{eek. " f'riends ‘nad arranged to stay at the arann Hotel.
“wnile I stayed at tha Irish College, ,at -the k:lnd '
-mitation of Dr. O'Hagan. . At the time Dr. O'Hagan had
-_ia double function in Rome - . publicly as mi‘omal B

; mpresentative of t.ne Ir:lsh H!.erarehy. _ami privately -1

_ the represent,ative of - the Liberation movement. Irelami B

'did not count: for’ very much 4n war-t.me aonm. - It was '

signifieant t.hat Dr.. O'BAgan was the only head of a-
- nauonal College m Rom who had not been favoured with
o the dignity: lmd title 'ilons:lgnor' (Afi;ar ths e

_establishment of - the nauonal Gwernment. t.hat aign:lty
| uaa eonferred upon hlm). c

In a 1ong ta:l.k on t.hnt '“uesday n!.ght ¢ gave Dr. N
ced O'Bngan a mnmt,e aceunnt. of affairs 1n Iralanﬁ am:l "

k" " ’ oot ) T
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especially of tha ravages of the Black and Taﬁ Terror.;%
"ae 11stened patiently and’, then he tolﬁ me that he had
‘ very grave news that ne had. learnsd from prtvate sources
'that the Vatican was about to issue & con@emnation of the
 .Ir1sh Liberation Moverent, not marely of tha Volunteers .
‘but, also or tne whole sinn Féin ﬂrganlsation. He haﬁ,
been told that the conﬁemnation had already beaﬂ
fbrmnlated. and would probably he soon.prommlgated.

The British Fbreign Office had been working might and main
L-to convince ‘the Vatican that the Liberation Hovement

- was an attempt at’ anarcnical revolntion promated hy

. 1rrasponsiblesawhose main technique was- murder. ) Amnngst
'_the davicaa to eurry favour with ‘the Vatican. Englanﬂ had -

-'jofferea. at & tima when fnel #as 8o scarce in Italy

"that the English Embassy in Rome could ndt de neated.
to heat the 1mmanse spaces of the Vatican Gallories

-~

. .for the period of the war, an.offar which tha Vatican

' gg;g;z declined.

=

-

Practically the only 1nfluence on the opposite
sida was,Dr. O'Hagan, who, as a simple priest. could
contact the Vatican only at a hnmble lavel. Td‘
complicate the situatian for us. owing to war and past-war'
conﬂitions. our Blshops had not been able to make their
'ad limina visits' to Rome. and of course chere was no -
'nuncio in. Irelanﬁ | o

_f ﬂonsignor O'Hngan spoke of the grave dangers of the ﬂ
. situatlon which would, arise in Ireland if the Papal
~_c0nﬂemnntion of tna Liberation came Jnst then with the
'3.Black and ‘Tan Tarror raging at 1ts worat.‘_ 1 agreed witﬁ :
"i%him that the age-long unhrokan'tradition of Irish: '

B



T ‘a guest.

1oya1ty to toie- Holy See would be stmined to- perilous "
-.preximit.y to braaking point.. He seid that. our on.ly
' .hope ‘now ].ay with Dr. li'annix, Arenbishop of Helboume. .

an uneompremising J.over of Ireland. who wae to arrive in

‘Rome the fe.uow;lng morning -and who could be rel!.ed upon
" to give the Holy Father the whole trmth aboyt the =
.. situation in Ireland. Dr. Eannix hed been on his way
to Ireland to visit hl.s aged mother, whon he m not

seen ei.nce he left ror australie when the Britie‘h Navy
'etopped t.he .'u.ner on which he' was tmvellmg and arrested N

‘bin on the high seas. . This Faval explon was obviously
) "‘d’ictat.ed t.hréush -fear of the mctione of the visit of.
' :thie patriotic Prelate to Ireland in the conditions t.hen
_'-preveilmg in the countty. "The Archblshop was. taken
- "-prisoner to Iondon, where he was released in the eerly
. hours of the moming with the strict mJunction that he
- was. forbidden to f.mvel to Ireland or .to vleit the Test. . |
‘coest of Britein. ne proceeded to .the Hemersmit.h _
:-_': Tmining college ror t.eachers. ‘which was under the o
. management of' the Irish Vincentian I‘athers. He-fafled .
'to waken enyone m the noueehold. end then proceeded to
_the nearby Convent ‘of Hazarethi Nuns, where he resided
.-durms his atay m London. mach to the disappolntment
o of the good vmcentians at’ miesmé 80 thrice welcom R

- LA -

Eicheel collins told me t.hat~ he had eomunicated

O with His Grace anﬂ told him that’ 11’ be wished to come to ,
' ' Ireland meens wonld certainly be found to bring him them. -

* “but His Grace as en bustralian citizen aid not Wi to

. _orrer this publ:le ‘@efiance to Imperie.l Anthority._ -

1 @
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on Wednesﬂay meming 1 went with onsignor d'@gﬁn 2
to t.he Raﬂwey Station 1n Rome. where we found & group '
of priests and a mmber of yeung la.y stuﬁents fz-om the

" Rom Unmerss.ty. who, in ‘the nams of 11berty. had cone to '
_walcoms the Archbishop to Rome. - He was deeply touched
by this gesture of ' the young Romns ﬁe expres-eed his .
surprise at: £inding me 1n Reme. who J.est had seen him

| when saying goodbye ‘on the evening of the day on Whieh

. he was consecrated at laynooth College. Dur!.ng oy

| st.udent days he was President and had’ pmed himself e .

o masnam:l.mous friend %o me, For ny private study of nmsie .

he had given me facuzties sush as had never berore been -

given to a uaymotn student, 80 that 1 had. and st.m

-  have, nothins but the most. gratem memories of my

formez- President.

P Be CAme with us to. t.he Irish Conege. where he
ofﬂcleted at the Holy Week ceremonies. .- On Holy - Thursday

morning. I had the privnege of receivl.ng Holy c:;mzmm:lon )
rrom the’ consecrat.ed hands of: hin who had so often
given e the ‘Blessed Sacrement in mynooth. On mster :
.mnaay Dr. O'Hagan gave e rehept.ien 1n the Irish College, -
attended by mamr disti.nguished ecclesinstics., - At a
subséquent informal concert a Gorman Cardinal got
tremendous applause for his epirited smging in Englieh

_of "meuooaanmewm«., [

_ Amnget the guests wei‘e- Mr. and 'ﬁrsv.r (sorge Gavin |
Duffy. the oﬁ‘icil.al representat.ive in Rome of our Liberation
ﬂovemenﬁ. . As I haa elready knewn urs Gevan Duffy. our
party nad‘pem -a court.esy cell upon t.hem. They oceupied
a suite in t.he Hotel Flora. near the Pincien Gardens.

e
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.«.The onter doer of thej.r su;te bore a p].egue on which was.

- ~‘-1nscr1bed 'Delegatien de lh B&publique Irlanaaise" :
) .- ji \ e
1 .
] Gaven anty hed been sent to Paris as. our :
: Representative. I have in\my poesessi.on a photograph

' (our present Pnesident) about - enter- a cer displaying

L 'our trieolcmr m a. P 13 street.\\ They were ebout te ‘ .
| ‘.fetart for Vereailles to. put the Irish Oase’ before the
Peace Conference. ; mSJ.ieh power took good care that they

| would. not be received. ‘and that the Irish Case would not

o be cn’ the. egende of the Conrerence. the conference that

b boeeted of 1ts policy of self-determh:etion for all

. ‘sountries.’ :f Ultimate]y. the French Government s.nfomed
A 'uaven Dufry that he uas an unwelcome v!.eitor end.
v!.rtually expelled hm. granti.ng h:lm. ho'ﬂever. the

L diplomtic eourteey of e epecial reeerved ea:-r.‘lese on
| _ the Express that bore him ‘to Belgium. After eeme tme
. \',;.he haa been eent to Rom as Irieh Representative.

| ‘l'he Vat.‘lcen Anthorities tiad. deelinea to. receive 1
lr, Gavan Duffy as Diplomatie aepresentetive. and for

30. '..u (b

-

*

that reason his aetivitiee m Rome were very reetrieted.

. Fououn.g the diplomtie pmtoeol he hed not entered )
"_saint Péter’'s, ns he had not. been officially received

L at the Vatiean. But the presence of" the yeung

| University students at ‘the Ra.tlwey Jtatien to receive :
o Archb:l.enop Hnnnix as defenﬂer of Irish Indepenﬁence "

HaS - testimony that Hr. Gavan Durfy 's intluenee wes -
”effectually at work in Roms. On the Thuredey evening

_- of Easterﬂ?eek he end Nrs. Gavan Duff'y entertained our

. '.party to d:l.nner enﬂ eftemarde toek us to a" performance

~ -

1
-1 . ._- " B - an -
¥ . . P - T



of ﬁagnsr's “Parsifal“ ': In tﬁe-opéraiﬁoﬁse;ﬁf;ﬁnﬁfﬂyri

1ndlcated to e two young men seated 1mmediately 1n

; 'ffront of us. anﬁ humourously confided to e "Two ‘
fBuachailli Black and Tan" ' They were attachés from the -

4ﬁ‘British Emb&ssy. ' (At the time evarything English 1n

"‘_suprams delight. His Graca 1nvited us to go with him -

fcur ejes was. tarred with tha Black and Tﬁn brush).,,:

cr'

The Tuesday or Easter‘Week Was fixad for the

~Archbishop's audience witn the Holy Fatner. ' To eur )

~to the: Vatican. telling us that. after the audience. )
" he would 1ntroﬂuce as” to the Holy Father. ' Te sat out

'_'from the Irish College 1n two cars anﬁ on arrival at the -

o ;_’Vatican were airected to the COnrtyard of Pope Damasua.

":of Swiss: Guards was drann up to raceive H1s Grace. ;“

. where dis*inguisheﬁ visitors are. received.'" A company

‘.their hglberds clattered on ‘the- pavement as he '
“-descended from his car.  He was met at ‘the door of the
. Palace by two Prelates who 1mmadiately conducted him

up the Royal Staircase and brought him 1mmed1ately
to. tha Pope's private Library.|: -4 Prelate tock a8 in.

i,charge. ded us up the staircasa and. with a pause of :

_ ?five or ten minutea 1n each, led us 1nto ons after
"3:'another of the magnificent Halls. 1n each of which &  :
"Moble Gunrd was stationad. On us ‘the strain of waiting
" was intense. realizing. as we did. thetremenﬂcus issua
’:'that hung upon the audienca.l Finally. after about half . |
'  an hour, 1n an almost exhausted conﬁition. we wera le&
tato the SmAll Throne Room and told to kneel down, as
--tha Holy: Father would soon be with us. , btanﬂing naar

" the door. leadins 1nto the private Library,_were a Hoble
“Guard and &, Papal Chamberlain, of British. flationslity, -
: f, a eonvart member of a well-knawn 1ndustrial company of

-
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fimannfacturers." In a tone that waa made perfectly

| auﬁible for. us. he sneeringly ramarkaa to the Noble Guand,.
©"hell, T expect His Grace is belng taught his lesson
'thislmorning .- The remark put & very painful strain

" ‘on our aense ‘of fraternal charity. ' When is throttling
'ﬁ'Jawfule i ’

- - . Y -
. ]

*  At length the door of tne prtvate Librany opened,
and there appearea Archbishop Cerratti.ﬁwho was in .
attenﬂance on His Holiness that. morning ' Obviously.

f‘ne pad been gelected for his familiarity aith affairs.

' fn Australias, where he ‘had been Papal’ Nuncio. - He nad |

bean Huncilo in Austria alsc. On the murdar of Archﬂuke

B iFerdinanﬁ 1n 1916 he had»cryptically cabled to the Fope -

' Janus Pacet .. .= the temple of tne:Warugod is open. "

* He ssid something to the Prelate who was looking ‘after -

 us. he cams over to us, told us to- rise. and 1nformed
us that the whole party. 1ncluding the ladies. was to
' proceed 1nto the Librany. Immediately our spirita

‘soarad as-ws'knew 1t was a very great privilege to have

'.1.1adies admitted 1nto ‘the private apartmsnts. unless in .

fthe cass of near relativas of His Holiness. whan.we |
fentered.the Library ‘the Archbishop vas standing beside
the fra11 little white-clad figure or the’ Fope.,‘“One-
glﬂnce at the look of glad confidance on the face of the.
'. Archbishop told us that everything was all right. | The
:; Popé,. standing with nis hands 1n his sontana pockéts. '
T;'spoke to acn one of us’ in turn in e mnst friendly

@ paternal.manner. Hs askad ne was I a student 1n Roms. -
; and I had to assure him that I was a vensrabla cleric o
"1n Ireland of thirteen years standing On asking me
{-:where 1 11ved and- on mw replying Raaa. I saw a puzzled

Y -
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frown crossing his faca ami. 1n ala.rm. I wondered how _ |

Haas had gone wrong in my absence?- But he h.mmediat.ely

continued the’ conversation with me, and gava me faeulues
- to impart ‘the: Papal Blessing to the people of Haas on

my return. (It wag only afterwards that I réal:lsea why

- the mention of Neas seemed to g:lve His Holiness pause.
I remembere& that ‘the' word 'Kaas' occurs 1n t.he ‘01&

‘restamant m the- Second Book of Kings. 18 tha\\name of

‘ons of the princes who remained feithful to King thm).

As we were about. to 1eave t.he Library. the Pk»pe

" took from his desk & litt.le case’ containing a gold osary '
- Beads ‘which he handed: to His Grace w:lth %he’ words ”Fbr "

your mother: in Ireland“ '_ o S IR

. On arrival at t.ne Irieh College,, the Archbishop told
| us of the tremendous success of his mw:-view. He had -
' told the. Pope tha whole trut.h of the condition of o
‘h'.afrairs in Iraland. aft.er ¢hich the Pope simply asled. .
R him "Fihat. do you want ma t.o do ror Irelsnd?“ ' His urace
| .then told him of the Irish White Cross. the organisation

t.hat hnd been star'ced f'or the relier of the suwiving .

-'"victims of the Black and ‘l’ans. and suggest.ea that &'
] '__contribution from H:I.s Holinsss woum be a source of - B
supreme consolat.ion and st.rengt.h for t.he Irish people.

'. s A coup.‘l.e of’ weaks aft.erwarﬂs the Em @g's gouma;

(Dublin) came out @ith a bennér héadline “The Holy: .
; -_‘.,Father sends 100 000 1lire to the Irisn ?Ihite Cross“ ,
: . Needless to 3&,{, the Joy tnroughout the country was E
.-"!-'profounﬂ o " ' '

' 0n the following night T gave e ainner party’in .

Ied N . ‘- -

o
o
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pheqoman;stl suci:_es_s _ _of .the department’. played 15;2_;, h_igger' _
Ppart even than the Voluhf.eer- movement in demoi-alising 1
British power, in Ireland., . It consisted, as | Kevin. ‘
lovingly remarked, of "himsen‘ and mchael de Lacey and
one elderly clerk" . For some time. in oy t.alk with - '
Kevin. things were pas.nruu.y strained for each of us,

 es neither’ of-us ¥mew what the other. thought of the ;’f ‘\
Treaty and dreaded msntioning 1t in view of tne close i\
e
friendahip that’ prevaned between us. F:Lnally I ‘\

pulled ‘myself together and said to- Kevi.n ”lﬂ.cnael wants

you to. coma back with me to lunch with bim in t.he

Greshem at’ 1.50“ " At once.a J.ook of tremendoua relier

Spread over Kevm's race. reflectl.ng the relief b8 also

relt._- We were fort.umt.ely on the same side of the

fenes.’ . ‘- S CT :

At the luncheon party in the Gresham, Goll!.ns

| presided. In addition to Kevin and myself thai-e were

~ present Zamonn Duggan, & signatory of the Trea.f.ir. |

Gearid 0'Sullivan, Eoin O*Duffy. and Rory O'Coﬁnor.

: Although Rory " had votau at t.he Volunteer meetmg against

acceptance of the Treat.y he was quit.a reconc:u.ed to ah:l.de

by the: majority aecision of the Volnntaers :.n favour of 1t.

During the. lunch. he took part in an animted conversauon
" about the: format:lon that the new Irish Amy should adopt
and urged vory ent.husiastically the adaptation of tha

‘ Swiss Systam of formtlon. and still a few months 1ater

Rory was out 1n armed opposit:lon to the Provis:lonal

Government. - I have never yes met any of t.he Volunteer

a cohemnt account of the tragic split that. ensued aff.er

the acceptance of the ma;grity _de,cision. SR "; '-

1
i
1
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Raas. an octoganarian veteran.of the Land League days.~

' heard that 00111na and nis companions were coming to the

mseting. ba 1nw1ted the whole party to“lunch at his _
house before tha meeting. -

That night, we gave our guests a Publichanqnet

in. the Tawn Hall. _Ag’ an orchestra played durlng the

.- ‘meal 1t was posslble for neighbours to have o quiet :

‘.book proﬁucad for their 1nspaction. collins told me

. conversation without heing overheard. COllins was T

seated by me anﬁ through some 3cc1denta1 referencaa

Casement's name was mentionad. ‘In a quiet unﬂertons

- he told me of an. 1nc1dent which had - occurred during the

Treaty nsgotiations 1n Lonﬂon."‘ During thasa

negotiations Lord Beaverbrook had developed a marked
L admiratlon and liking for Collins. .(As. & matter of -fact
' ha sent word to the Government. on hearing of 001lins's
g death, that he was coning to the funaral. but the |
j Govsrnmenx haﬁ to request hin not to coms gs they could ."
- not- guaranmae his safety). on one occaaion Collins :
l'nad talkad 0 him about the Casement. trial and accused |

the prosecutian of disgracefhl ‘malice in introducing :
the matter of the alleggd Casemant Diary. which reflected

" s0 frightfully on Cosement's moral cnaracter. a.procedure K

“which was motivated he said, solely by a desira to

prejudice Casement's ¢anse.’ When he said “alleged Diary®
Birkenhead asked. him was he quite sure of his graunﬁs and, -
on CQIlins profeasing his absolute faith 1n Casemanm.

":Birkenhead asked hin would he 1ike to see the Diary. |

Collins 1mmediately annouriced his willingnﬁss anﬁ
Birkanhead toak him ‘and- Eamonn Duggan to the House of Lords;
1n the Archives of which the hook was, kspt. and had the

l
: - : ’ . i

. 1

.. - '
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' Athat ha was very familiar with Casement's hanﬁwriting

_rand that 1£ the bcok was not authﬁntic 1t waé & devilisbly

characteristic 1nc1dent occurred. ,,;-* . “ﬂ$~

g clever forgeny.-_.' ‘;ingM . ?f.b, B R

\_i

[ '\

i

On ny leaving tne bangnet room.with Coﬂlins,
o . X : i\ o
The walls of the room'were 11ned with Volnnteers

—armaﬁ with rifles as a Guard of Bonour. As. wa &hlked

' o

‘towards’ the exit, Collins gave them a frianﬂly griﬁ
nenﬂ turning to me said "You will see that these lada gst

¥

i -

8 good fead“ :; ) j_ | "ﬂ ?“ M

Y - ' ‘ .rh

on returning to town tnat night the car containing
collins and soma of hig colleagues drave to their panty

Headquarters 1n Parnsll Square. _ As 00111ns steppeﬁ out,.

‘Hountjoy Prison. A couple of months aftarwarﬁs, wnen .

'-very bad. probably owing to’ the: youth's nervousnsss.l \.
He waa aeized 1mmed£ately, disarmed and conveyed to - ?

" “of the car. a yauth approached—anﬂ fired 8 ravolvar aﬁ

him at point blank range.- Fortnnately tha aim.was Vo
L

4}

j .
i

"Qspeaking to- Gollins, i aaked nim what haﬁ beeom$ of hisk'

'good face - I sent him homa to hia matner"

"-would-be assassin. and I got the curt reply -“Hﬁ had & i

i
1
'

h

Gne avening dnring tbo Truca, collins. Gear&id

: ,O'Sullivan, Eamsnn Duggan and Eoin O'Duffy come’ down to

_,:'dina with me in Eaas. After 8: verw enaeyable night
| they | left for Dublin. driven by Collins® rait.nm:L

'studdenly 88w & ear approaching them driven at a‘furions‘.

'-fVoluntear chauffeur.l Just bayonﬂ clonﬂalkin they

R S

o

e!speed anﬂ aig-aag¢1ng across the road. The 1nsvitable  ‘I

crash cama. tney wers all unhurt but their car was '

\"zzh erippled anﬂ the other car urecksd and the contents ‘

1

:1
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scatt.e;-ed abtmt. t.he road the contents consisting of

o some ‘Black apd Tans and ‘some fema]a acquamt.ances. _' The

f_: situation was nasty- & cmsh wi.th Black and Tans and

the cns.er Lias.son Orﬂcer. Eom O'Duffy. a member of ’
,wmt might malaciously be termed 'the offending party'
' 00111:)3 and’ his party 1mmed.‘-ately proceeded on foot to .

" the house of the Oblate Fathers i Inehi.core. -l. They

o rang at the door’ and a venerable figure socn openea 1t t.o

,them. 001111:3 explained that they - had duat had a bad |
motor accment. and ‘that he wished %0 send a mpst urgent
telephona call. He said' By name 18 !lichael Collins“

"and got the retreshing reply. "Apa’ you n:l.ohael c::.u.ins
the- mnderer? come 1n. in God‘s mme“  He mng the
castle and exphined what had happena& aml ma.s Mformd
B thai; reller cars woula be sent out at once. , In a -
compamtively short tims the cars arrived and. to collins's
‘ _amazement. .one of them was occupied by. cope. t.he
. notorious Undazh-secret,ary. who- proved nimself to be a

most af‘fabla reacner. " Be asked them where they wished . '

" %o be ariven in the city and, on 00111:13 replyn;g

- “V&nghan’s Hotel, Parnell Bquare" Gope, wit.h a. ‘dry

f : smile. commented "I have heara oc i.t." ' It. had been
mided again aud again as- the snspected haunt of; llichael
-Collins, Vhen they srrived t.here. Collins suggeated |

' - : 'to Cope t.hat. na’ had better oonme along with him and have

' l e little remforcement against. the night air. &b A
i proved to be a snrprisingly harmonious party. in the '
g course of which cope ej.rly remarked t0. Co.u.iné. 'i 'I._‘ ’
’ believe. ‘i, collins. I was Numher One oh your snoat.ing
‘1ist?, ‘to which Collms decisively rai.orted “You 'évere not.!

: ,Yon were On.'ly Numbar Three”' Ce e

Q'
fanr
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A night 1n.ﬁay of that year Cbllins. Gearﬁid

. 'Sullivan and tha writer were to dine with my brother- in.

s Carlcw | I went down from Haas to meet . them. - They .
arrived ahout an.hour late ann apologisad profusely for f

E their tardy arrival.‘_ After dinnsr Collins told ws the

' cause of the delay. He had been.held up by an 1ntarview

: with some Bussian Emisaaries who' had come to this

: countny to negotiate a 1oan. offaring as security the

- Russién crown Jewels. - In the eerly hours of the morning
they drove me back to Haaa. and 1n “the courae of the
Journﬁy we had the wonﬂerful exparience of heing greeted
by the d&wnpchorus of the birﬂs. T W[

ﬁy Iast encounter with 00111ns was in Raas at the
tima he was on-his tour of 1nspection of the Irish Army
Posts. In.his 1nspections ha waa ruthlessly 1nxolarant.
of any defects. and hsnce these 1nspections raised the |
temperature of the - Army Posts to a hectic degrea. _
Ons day I ot message from tne Commandant at Raaa
ﬁilitary Barracks %o go. up at onne, to function as a
ligntning-conductor 1n the storm that was anticipated.
cAfter tha 1nspect10n Collins came down to my house for-a
snort time. ﬂnﬁ then 1eft for Dublin. It was the last

time that I saw him alive..

\Q’

;
| When the queation arosa. on his. death. of bringing

his hoﬁy to Duhlin. ‘owing to broken commnnications by -
road anﬁ rail, it vas decided to have tbe body eonveyed
by sea. to the Horth Wall. Dublin On- the day the body
was- due to arrive, I receiwed a message from Army :

-Headquarte:s to‘go to,Dub}in. When 1 arrived there the

- Aqjutant General told me that he hed asked me to ‘come

‘. 8s he kngwitﬁat,l;snbuad.ﬁeny_much_dééiré to%§é ﬁréééﬁt

+ gy
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ﬂat. t.he reception or the body at. Hort.h t‘a.l.l fis 't.he body
was' due to arrive about 1 p.m.. Geneml l&ulcahy énd
; Gearbm O'Sullivan took me 1n ‘an arnw car to the Hm'th
. all, wb,ere we founﬂ wait:l.ng t.he members or t.he (}overnment.
| and a smll @oup of col.'l.ins's most mtimately devoted
| ".,.followers. “TThere the boat vms to bert.h We found the.
| Murichu moomd close by. When it transplred that the boat
_ from cork was goi.ng to ‘be very late, t,he Capbaln of the )
ﬁuriclm mited ‘the Arny Chiefs, ‘members of ‘r.he Government
and myself on. board. where he hospi.tably entertamd us '
Lo véi.t.h salmon and eof‘fee. ' Thero was a long and st.mined e

-".wait nnt.il about 2 o'clock. #hen ve saw a light movlns

' down the river. oIt was the boat from cork. 8 croas

o cha.nnel iliner. ‘me boat's ensi.nes haa baen cut onb.

" tne apaeious. empty decks were blazing w!.t.h 1isht.. the
‘solit.ary i'ignre ‘of the captain atood motionlass* on the
bridge. - In the 1nky dnrkness ‘of the night thel great,
- ) gleamins white vessel came driftins towards us in aerie;
suence. ke a phant.om shl.p of dast.iny. borne on the
: black. sw:lft,;l.y m-flowing tmal waters of the: Liffey.
.,fo some ‘accident, ‘probably due to the strong tide. tha
| u_vessel crashed noisu.y against the quay-side. Tha

jsudden tearing of the heavily chnrged ailonce seemed to
-have :I.rrestibly snapped a par&lya:.ns tenaion. and a cry

. | of agony broke from the t.hmats of st.rong men, whosa

self-control had stoically atood t.he -test of nany a
sea_rching,ordeal ST e 1

L When “the boat was moored. uént on ‘;boara' and as
T e advanced towards the cofﬁn. covered by the nat.ioml
flag. Emmet Dalton. Coll:lns 's conrpanion 1n the ratal

: ambush, emrged from the companion—way bearing the dead



*-.with reverence and gratituﬁe. Kissed his fbreheaa..

|

|
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*;5hero's military cap. stainad with blood anﬂ bnainsmatter.
ithe physlcal remains of that wonﬂerrbrain that'had served
A“'@.Ireland so nobay. thn the coffin.was mounzed ona
j'ﬁiwaiting gunpcarriage, end the army Chiefs anﬂ mambers of -
" the Governzent forned vp behinﬂ 11;. s walked with. t.hem B
’ Lin slow progress over the rough square sats of*the quay-side.
‘ The silence was broken only by the clattering of tne

;_ gunrearriage's wheels over thair unsven.surface. nntil, :

in tho nsighhonrhood of Butt Bridga. rifle snots nang out
from the opposite side of the Lirfey - why or by wnam has

.nsver transpired At ths opening of Abbey at.,to Burgb
::{;ilQuay. a erowd of poor people were standing 1n raspectful
| silence. the first people we haﬁ m@t since leaving |
FJRorth Wall We crosaed O'COnnall Briﬂge ana proceéded
_up westmoreland Street. where scms night workers from ths':
i printing offices were stanﬂing silently on the footpath.
" and so. on,through the silenz. deserted, brilliantly 11s
:atreats up Grafton ut. and ‘on to St. Vincent's Hospital.
1-1n the Chapel of which tne coffin was placad. and.-'
“remained unmil ramoval to the Citj Hall for the lying-inph
' state. . In the cnapel, I sorrowfully took leave,of the
mortal remains of the. brilliant. attraetive. vital,

high-powered peraonality. endowed with a unique compulstve

'?1nfluence. that for a few years. pregnant wiﬁh“promise.
"'had dominated the course ‘of Irish nistory. It was 1n
o no excess of’ hollcw sentimentality that T atooped, and

.

“f On the. morning of the funaral. Gear&id o' ullivan

_ 1told ma that the Army Authorities had requasted that 1
-":¢ shou1d officiate as Deacon at-the Requiem Lass but
‘;”the request had been refuaed by he Ecclesiastical
 w.Author1t1es at ‘thd Pro-cathedral. Where the Requiem.was F

g



wallr.ed m the funeml pmcession and stood ‘
,-besma the grave at Glasnevin Cemetsry um;il the last

- . . ‘ '
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sad rites ware eompleted.

e ) some weeks af.‘temrds @ vary extmordinary Jatter P
| -:'nwas -sent t.o me ror consolation and eﬂificauon. It was |
- 80 extraordmary that. I presumed to. nave cop.‘-.ea' of 1t

- ,f.aken. It was & J.atter writ.ten by Father Ignatius of t.hs .

. congregation ‘of the Passion. who had been giving 8.

_'Retmat m Greyatonsa at t.ne tima "that our delégates N
Wers about to leave for the Treaty COnt‘erence. { Fa'cher T

Ignatius mt Collins’ there, and 4in ‘this. lett.er Ilhich
he afterwards sent to Sister Michael, a mmn m“l the South

o .Pmsentatien Convent, Coris, a sist.er of Michael Collins.‘

Fathex- Ignatius gives an account of the encounter. s

‘l'his is t.he lettex-. Which for mny people will disclose

o "un unsuspect.ed aspect of the soul of liichael collins t
- . ‘ * - | ‘ " | } ." ' - - |
o "81;. Anne'a Retreat. '
e Bt. Eelen's. ~
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“WdearSr. liicnael. °" _ R . ;

- I am B0 pleasaﬂ to get your 1att.er. Hsny a
© time have I wished t'.o set in toueh with the naar onea
C or “Our Hero". o _ s '

. Yes. s.‘.ster, on have the )l!.ssionsr who lmew
mchael a9 only & priest may know his penitent, one
. who loved him for his big, pure Catholic heart.
" There is not & man in'a million who would have done_ ,
~ what Michsel did, that he might get to Confession
' * and Holy Communion (I have not met ona and I have .
‘. been a Missioner for years). The facts are these;.
he was stayi.ng at the Grand Hotel, Greystonas. -

-
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.. . wnile I was giving a Mission there, .- It waé coming
. nesr the close ‘of the Mission, - Hichael was very . -
busy in Dublin, worked and worried almost beyond - -
endurance. He got to Greystones one night very late
- apd very tired. It was the eve-of his departure to
-+ London, e e Pact.,. .He got up the next morning as =
. early 85 5.50 8.m, and came to the Church, and made . .-
‘8 glorious General Confession and recelved Holy - . -

‘Communion. He said to me after Comfession, - =
“Say the Mass-for Ireland, and God ‘Bless you, ‘Father®,
" He crossed an hour or so later to London. .- . """
- . . . [ oL
-1 said to the Congregation that day - “¥ou saw
a big man, you saw a brave men, you saw one of Ireland's
hidden saints making no small sacrifice this morning
for the. Haster"., - R : l \
: Bister,. I haven't the slightest fear for )
.. Eichael's sslvation. . Hichaeél is in Eternal!Jjoy. .
. His hidden self was the most glorious part of him., =~
o -, Others may think of him as the great big and ibralny
.. Hero, -but deep in the heary of an Irish lissioner
+ _.there is. the sweetest truth and thought of all - -
. "Michael Collins was & Saint®. . Whether others .
" believe.it -or not 1s to be of 1little concern. I
¥new him as the Usster knew him, and to know one's
heart is to know the trath.™ - . o lo

© © I was in Itsly when I’'heard the terrible news,
- it almost broke my heart, - Only-oné thought I o
treasure. - -‘-‘n;cl_mel_ is mit:l.ng for those ‘who love him®.

s Have no doubt, Sister; Big and Brave aﬁ&-" -
Glorious as he was, he was as humble as a child. ° - -

© One of God's Little Ones in heart.. ° ..
.. - As I knelt by his grave, I remembered the grend .
" 0ld Irish Foith that said, as he wrung my hand, snd -
" dashed awey - "Hay God be always with you, Father'.
I am so proud to know that his dear gslster cams. -
. " agross the photograph; tell her to keep it in memory
. of the Missioner who loved her brother because he

~ h

was God's own. . | S :
. .. . T gave Michae) a prayer book with e Crdeifix -
inside in memory of the Hission. I wonder if it were
found. - They told me 1n Portobello that it was.

S Sister, 1 should love to have soms little &

: memento of my Big Boy - that is what I call Richael.
" Could you sscure ons. for his Missloner friend, and

-1 would be so very grateful, and would treasure it

all my life. . . - | R

o

"

= -,

L " Y gave & -MSs;oh' in Co. Cork last -jrea,:;.'i?f- s S
.+ -, -mAy be in Cork next: ysar.  If I am 1 shall cell on you.
"7 " - Dréry worning 1 whisper “iichasl® over-the -
.~ Chalice of my Holy Kass, and I shall.do so until the

s .7 _‘last Nass Bell sounds for me, and penitent and ipriest

. meet in the bright Beyond. _ I feel:that Hicheael 18"_!.;

L . ‘praying for us there, and waiting for us too. ;
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Our dear Lord comfori_; those who
m.chael and were loved by.him.

" happy in the knowledge "lilchael wag.a saint®.
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1oved

I, for one, keep

ifr

bs..

othars knew hinm for what he wag, they would . beliefve.

rl

Very sincerely yours.
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With every good wish and blessj.ng.

»
. .
B e my— T A

i

. §
- [
S, i
i

I
)
1

[
I3

.

’
.
pe g )

v i

v

]

ot = e

——

. IOHATIU3, C.P.°.

4
s
-
-
“
.

!
‘
-4



- ‘7 -
. . B - . e . . o f .
et et P i . e
. P P P e . ey et .
e - - - . L - Wt -
N P i . . M N . V-
- . . . . -
c ERURR : e . . -
I S - . Lo .
. i - M .
- .. - i .. o . 1[ « .t .
Lo PR Lo s .. y .
. : . - ; . € - [
A . f , ) : .
. L L. - -
o ST - IV, .
T T - IV . .
S Lt T - R .- -
- . - . [ B - - -
Tl oo e * - oo * .
. L e Yk - - -
P s Fle H
L -

A."- E 1

| Ae 5.p.m. on zgun nnrch. 1919. Padraic Flemxng 1,“
(born at. Wolmill. Leix. .sarch al.st. 1891.;) P!.arais |

i Qv

e Heas:l.ai, m e:lghteen othars. ascaped over tne wa.us
._ot‘ Hount.aoy Prlson m open dayli.sht.— Comns had f'
_ armngea t;h&t. a bieyele was waitmg for each maR- am

a mst,mot:lons s t.o Where each wag t.o so. . The twenty
| escaped and va.nished :lnto the unknoun. as far as ths
e 'English Aut.horiues vare concemed. . '

:a,.

_ Fieming was mr.moted to proceed to t.he houss or
,two maiden le.dles. t.he uisses Gavan anfy. wnere ne |

: R 'meeived a wam welcome. He, stayed them t‘or som

| o weeks and as he aared not. appear ontside t.he house, tha T

R good :Ladios helped'him t.o pass t.he t.;lma by givins nm
o lessons in Irish. A the hunt gren hotter and hottar
o b :for all of t.he escapeee. but éapeeinlly ror Fleming.

o their :I.eaaer. J..uns decided thnt he must J.eave the i
cityo - ' ':t

_ I received word m Knookbeg to axpeet an
mport.ant visitor on a certain da.y. Abont. mid-dny

. on mat. day 1 saw.a car dri.ving rapidly do¥n the

‘college avenue.- -x want down t.o ‘t.he hall door to mest |
T, and saw a Lad; stepping from the car. Before this

"~ I hed not, the pleasure of knowing this’ distlnguished .

lady. . Wh:.le she was mtroducing herselr tc ma as z&rs;
Gavan Dnrfy I observed smther .'l.nd.y 1n t.he back of" the _
:-car attireé :I.n a 1nmrlous fnr coat.. liith fashianable
‘ toqua. and stmgglmg aesperately wﬂ‘.h a complicat.ion
of mgs 1nal1y the mgs were cast asiﬂe and a tall,

4

- N %
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o

o _' -gaunt figure stappea from f.he car; the upper part of |
| ‘-which was mpped in the fur coat and the rest in mala L h

‘ -attire. anﬁ then I uas Intmdnced to t.he man. who became
' ons of 'my grestest frienﬂa. Padrete ‘Flentng.

1 raeolleet having heaxﬂ aftamarﬁs that Ers. :

Gavan Dm"fy expenﬁed a vary 1arge amunt i.n order to "
- induce. t;he Dublin t.ax!.-driver to ventura so rar into the L
'eountry in the. dangems circumstances then pravailing.

Ve .--:_...

ﬂe round that Padraic 's health had been gravely

| undamined by his t.errible prison axperiences. : W B
| ,brother.h Doctor Doyle,- assumea medical care of hin and, o
: ) hy the ald. of dietary and open air exercises. he began

slowly to improve. - Gmduall.y na began to extract from ' ’

him a detailed account of h.ta pr;l.son expariences. .
2 ) Amongst oursalves he éame to be k.nown as: “F:lonn“ hamad :
' after his famuus warrior pmtotype L

co Fionn, aftar ‘the hectic doi.ngs in” h.is Jan dnys.

. _chafed against t;he i.naetivity ot h:ls days :I.n the College.
" renﬁered Memtiva by t.he debilitated conﬁit.ion of his
'-health._ One source of consolat.ton was t.alks witn our

activist. visitors who gave hm rirst-hana mfcrmtion

© - of develnpmants on the Liberation fmnt. Af‘ter ‘a -

ccuple of months he grew very restless. and began to

- worry ahout the condit:lon of his own Volunteer Battalion. :
_ from which ne was so long sepamted. - He said he nmst
' arrange to rev:lew the Battalion. !mough we t.rieﬂ to

comr:lnea him of t.he extreme ri.sk. seeing that it was &

'question of going %o m.s home a.ma. whera po.‘l.ice were

mmerous and particularly actlvq !n pursuit of the .1eadar 3



of tlm great. escape. ha persisted 1n hi.s det;ermmationf_'.’_-fh
to accapt the risk. 0 lﬂy brother. D}-. L.JDoyle. or .
carlow, gave us. tha usa of m.s car. vmich his u:l.re o

pluekily volunteered to dr‘.!.ve. by way of cwer.

B

: Early :l.n the aftamoon oi‘ t.he day arrangea. our '
rair chauffeuse arrived attirad for temns. M‘ter -
soms aets with members of t.he staff. and fortiﬂed with
tea. we prepared to start. . m.‘as Brigm cole, or t.he
college staff, - 1nslsted she mst eome as chaperone._ o
.Tust t.hen a visltor arrived, my cousi.n. F‘ather ﬂichael
Doyle. ex-ﬁar Chaplain f.o the British Forces. -_'He L
maisted on Jo:lning the expedition, saying that a
Mxperismed civil;ans required t.ne pmsence oi’ 8

trained warrior on such an occasion. So we set. out.

| ;= I aat in the front of t.he ear with tne ehauffeuse. o

Whust msa COle sat betwean Fiann am’i I‘ather Doyle :.n
the back. the lad:laa very conspicuous 1n their wh:lte

tennis costumes. We drove 1n wi&e det.ours towards our

objective. _' On a J.ong stmight stnip of the Athyn-
castlecomer road. t.lro R.I c. cunsta‘bles suddenly

sprang on to the niiddle of the road about a hunﬂred yards
ahead. yelling "Ha.lt." Ve thought 115 our best policy :
to do so. o The const,ables advanced slowly and cautiously
towards th.a car. step by sf.ep in a erouching at.tit.ude. '

" with théir rifles: trained vpon us.  Still °°"e"1“3 us.

they t.ook a position on ‘either side of the ear. ,' 'me
mn on oy side, in ohvimxs]y tense strain, began o

s cross-qnest.ionmg whic.h I parried ag coolly emd caremlly
- as I could E"hen finally he askaﬁ where we were comi.ng



ke

. Al .
- .

i\_;from, I had a fiash of inepiretion. % I mentioned e plece‘

; ;_some milee baek, through whieh we had actuelly peesed,
:3.where there, was & Protestant Reetory. With two

--‘1c1ergymen and” two tenniSvcled 1edies in the cer,‘gy:"
jfstory at leaet eounﬁeﬂ pleusible. At least it euggeeted“ -

- an etmosphere. however fictitioue. of respectability. '

- and loyalty to the Crown.' Arter a few more- egiteted,

t incoherent queetione. they gruffiy told us to drive on, '2 g

whicb we did at the highest speed of which the ear wae ‘i.
abie. es we felt thet rifie shots from tne rear were

-'a grim possibility. * Vare the constables as relieved :

E as we were? They gave me the impression of" men who f

e’felt they were performing an extremely perilous duty. i

' ¥ho wes the’ tell, gaqnt. derk-clad 'non-pleyer' ‘in the

_Aback of the-cer? : Pereonaliy, "I should have felt the

' strgin more acutély if T hed then known what I efterwetds ’

leerned. " Durihg the dialogue Fionn hed,e Webley L

revolver in each hanﬁ, by wnich eech constable ees

"covcred. in expectation of a crieie in tne crees-questioning

_When our excitement died ﬁOWu tne perty sterted to- "rag"

me. declaring it was my- “super-superior accent“ which

.‘ had over-awed the simple consteblee. anﬂ eeved the .

-‘situetion. We deposited Fionn eeiely at his deetinetion,

end returned to the College. - L suffered sharp penge

of . conscienee over the risk into which we hed ellowed

the lediee to be drewn. anﬁ eleo my brother. whose car

was notoriousiy well-known fn the neighbourhood. - .

'After some’ deys “the Volunteere brought Fionn back to ns.\

greetly exhilerated efter his meeting with nie old

comredes.,_*"rv_‘
When Fionn had £irst come to the College, he
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‘.committed to my safo-keeping a brown paper parcel. wnioh

. I was 1-.o guard carefuuy nnt.i.l he reclaimed 11:. Later
. ; lhe t.old me of the oontent.s. ' Hhen he had bean st.aying
yuth the msses Gavan Duffy. he had met. Hrs. George

‘ 'Gavan Duffy.. 1lho naturally had a gmnt. admirat.ion for the ‘

priaon horo. One day. in 1-.tnat° course of conversati.on.

"sho told him or her relations with Casament. When

.‘Casemont was mpr:l.sonad .’l.n London. await.!.ng his tr:lal. .

T ‘he had oslmd her husbanﬂ to conduct his defence.. . At t.he
. ime Gavan Dufty was work!.ng as a Sol.icit,or in London. |
'y When :I.t. became lmown f.hat. he had conducted Casement. 's
‘defence a:l.‘l. the mmbers of his stat‘r remsed point
.;"-.-blank t.o hove anything “to do with the hanﬁling of t.he

T casa. | Then urs. Gavan Duffy, 8 lady wit.h a very

d!.sunguished aoademic mcord. atepped mto tna broaeh
"ﬁand offered her services as clerk. JIn this way. she -
.met Casement repeatedly. visioing the pr:lson 1n oompamr
"wit.h her husband in nis professioml capao!.t.y. |

. -'hﬂsemnt naturally nad profound admi.rat.:l.on for “the ::"- .‘

dist.i.ngoished J.ady who had oom to m.s a:l.d m r.:l.me of

' _need. me night. ‘before nis execution be’ t.om Mrs.

wGavan Duffy that.. he would nko to leave har somo memento.

buf. that he had 11terally nothing but. the clothes m

,which he stooﬂ. and "that ﬂ‘ t.heso had aw mterest. for .

- her she’ nas: t.o taka them from t.he @llows cell the .

'following ming _ Knowi.ng Fionn's great. admirat.ion |
:-for Casement. “she - brought the clot.hea for his mspection., S

) "_and. seeing the vensration with which he viewed them.

: 'and feelmg that some pleasure was due o him in

componsat....on foraall he had suffered. .she nobly and

'generously gave bin the re.uc sha fio- much valued.

--*-'
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It; was on],y a. few years ago that Fionn. t‘m my urgent.
1nsistence. ea t.o resume possesss.on of the clot.nes,
wit.h a8 view. I unﬁerstand. to presenting tnem to the

National lmsenm. I

| It 13 mterest.mg t.o rememhar t.hat. in’ going _
t.hrough the clothas. we found.. 1.n a pocket of. ths jac&at.
.8 sma.ll national tr:lcolour.. therwise all t.‘ne pocket.s -
wez'e empty. ‘

T -, '-"- .'a

‘. " ?ome the em of: the summe!'. nur brother became

alamed about the' marked deteriorat.ton in F:.onn's hsalth
and womed 0011:I.ns that. he considered 11; abao:mt.ezy )
nacessary to gev I?ionn dut of t.he country. away from

all t.he tense excit.emant of thé tims. and to amnge foz-

e ms transtar to'a wav-m. ary climte, vthere the ;lmminent |

S danger to nis 1ungs might be averteﬂ ~In spite of t,he
mt.anse search for the escapee that . stlll contmued.

conins got ‘hinm over to m.verpool. where arrangemnts
_were made fof his passage t.o the Uni.teﬂ Stat.es. " "He -

r remained there abont two years and returned to Ireland

":,rest.oreﬂtohealt.h. e ' -_ ~_

1

+ - . e . t,

w

ae 13 Dow a very snccessful and prosperoua

. Mustrmnst on an 1mposi.ng aca].e. . (Shorm afger th:ls
‘ was written he passeﬁ to h.ts reward. Decembar Sth 1952.

U
-’} ‘1 L i

o Dnring t.he courae of mw conversat.ions 'ﬁhich I

'had with..Fi.onn. there mduany ev'olved an account of . :
his prlson experienees. I ree.lisad. “not onl,v t.he

'-Propaganda but. also the historical value of nls story. :

R ¢ :l.nsisted that. i was a national duty to put. 11; ‘on record.

e L. - .



' :but Fiénn pleaﬂed his 1nexpeviance and absolute
- 1ncapac1ty to commit the story to vriting . I was very
e T | ftronblea abcut €his anﬂ. 11ke most people of the ;‘.:Z
| L Lnationnl mnvemenx in trouble at the time. I went to the
- : unfailing scurce of halp. b went to Dublin and had a
_talk with COllins abont ‘the mAtter. | He saia that f
'jcertalnly the story mnst be recorﬂed; anﬂ tolﬂ me wlth
*_'his usual unquesticnable decisivens$s that, 1f 1
| ultimately failed to prevail an Fionn to write 1%. )
:‘fflI was. to do so as he' related the various 1ncidents to

o me. Anﬂ 80 the collaboration began

- a

TLi-" It'was long anﬂ 1abor10us cwing to Ftonn'
| 'snrupuloua anxiety for minnte accuracy. thé whols' truth
e | 7 end nothing but ahe truth.¢ When thie . mannscript was’
'Tf__iﬁ - .lfiniahaﬁ the quastion arose about its printing ‘and ©
- publication.'_ I fatled absolutely to find 8’ printer
| S with a. sufficient aporting sense of sacrifice to ‘take
. t'l : c "{\tha risk of printing 1t.- At the time,. printing
o ""J':prasaes paid the penalty of & Black and ‘Tan raid of _
o &emolition for offencel hurtful to ‘the susceptibllities
j’__? " of" English tatrarchs in Iralanﬁ and, thus, I had to
L i:lxhave recourse. to. 001lins agaln. bringing the 1: -
. .5mannscript with’ me.‘ Re told me 1mmeaiately that he ;l
":.3:_’ _'would have it nrinted. Aetually 1t was prinxed : ;'
7' . by the "under-ground“ press. by which was p*inted An
_tOglach. the official periodicel of the Volunteers.
P had aska& Collins to ‘write a preface. but he’ tolﬂ me-
,';“; _that he could not possibly fina time to reach upon 1t. }
. 'V"";‘fg f.l fbut that he‘would get It dona. : Anﬂ done it was, aan R
L ‘..,bz-mianuy. vy Parats Beaalai, cattor of fn tﬁglach‘

- =]

ﬂhimself ona af the Hountjoy aseapées. © The green

P
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e covew of the booklet served as a t,i.t.le paga which bore

'.n -~
- T .

the following 1nscr1pt.:l : . S

IR EEBHY.’BDRO AHD anUHTJDY
THE PBI::GH EXPERIEHCES

Aﬂ IHISH VOLWTEBR

(mnmxr- m:mma) L
_ “BY A TRISH pnmsr .
S '(m R:lghts Basewed) ': R

?ort.itud:lne v.incit.,

On the mside of tne covar was stencﬂ.led "

R
..' - - .

-~

It was. only a i‘ew weeks on aale 1n t.he Dublm

PER

- snops whan a booksellar was - awardeﬂ threa months 1n

pr&son for the offence of offer!.ng it for sale.
Mter this 11; disappeared entirely from public

o c:l.rculation. : One treaaured copy remains on my book- '

shelvea. AU : RN )

Whan Ffl.om was sone montb,s 1n t,ha United st.ates.

he brought. out. 8. Becomi Edition of t.he booklet.. a copy

of lmich he had cuceeeded 1n bringing with nm. This
Second Edition diﬁ‘ered only 1n one detaL‘L from the
orlginal namely. in t.hat on t.he cover 11: bore nw fuJ.l
name. atatimewhanthamnckand'ranswem st.t].l '
distressmgly'active hare. _ From the proceeds of the |
aale F:lonn aant me a draft for 506 do].‘la.rs to be given_-

to ‘Collins- for Vol\mt:eer fhnds. (It was. omy afew

weeks 820 that the coum;y nanager for K:llda.re t.old me
that he. had read the book 1n Iowa.. short.].v aftar ns

Amariean publication. T Coe s 'I'j*
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As the booklet :I.s of genulne h:l.storical value

and as 11: 18 now so scarce anﬁ pmcticam unknwn,

I should append here t.he full text. as 11: wr:l.tten.

. without any a.tt.empt at emendatlon. bm'. for the fact :

i

that. the Secretary of tha Bnreau of mitary H!.stury

-

P

L T S

' has told me that he has already acquired t.uo copies. |

(signed) P.J. DOYLE, P.P.
" Kaag, 1952..
) BUREAG GF nn.mmr HISTORY 1913-;1w
BURO STAIRE MILELTA 3973.21 1}
No. W.S. LT
| 4



o =0T 0 TER-MEN OF 916.

{'human.heart?

BUREAbOrPHLhAuYlﬂSTOWY1913°I
_BURO" STAIRE MILESTA 18:3-21

| < .. INo. W.S.
A _WEDDING TOAST

A Tosst on the cccasion of the Wedding o£' ' |
EEVIR Q'HIGGINS, T.D.E. and NISS BWIGID D
COLB, October. 27th 1921. : : C L

R . L
. . . . .. .
- . Foaon N : N . 2

v

ﬂr. Presi&ent. Very Heverend Fathers. Ladies anﬂ
- L Gentlemen - .

It has fallen to ms to propose the 1aat toast :

'wof this happy and nmmmrable day - the toast of tha “¥en
; of 1916 Dead and Living“ Thare are some feelinga '
"._ 80 1nt1mately sacred ag to find expression only under S
"_ the stress of compelling circumstance, anﬂ then are-
T poured soléiy 1nto the private ear—of soms friend of the h
Asoul. reelings tnat find public exprassion only unﬂer B

the conwlction of the Suprama call of duty . or of 1oyalty.

) ;To such'a call Iam escaying a response to-A8Y, willing
;5;however unworthy : antions Iraw from still gaping
| ;;wounﬁs. mﬁmory overladen.with 1magas of leth&l
"Q suffering anﬂ heroic granﬂeur. minﬁ eongested with the
”ﬂ’erowding thonghts of five glorious years. and &n Iriah |
”'fheart norn'aith gratitude and love. how. except under the
| .:1rresist1ble gense of & dabt clsmburing for discharge
" ¢ould one presume to, fina words adequate to such 2 theme?
.'Hence may 1 not hnpe that ‘the seaming 1ndeliqy of the
'avowal 18 conﬁoned anﬂ spiritualised by the quasi-sacraﬁemxal
_-fholinass aceruing to the opan confession of a quick.
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‘l'he ﬂen of 1916 assumed t.heir heavy and glorious _
te.sk wit.h a sense of awed ana lonely responaibility. v

They s8¥ the. Kat.loml spirit. sunc in the slough of .-

:- & desnonﬂ eonsequent. upon the disappointment. “the gross

humilmuon and dismuis:lonment of the ﬁome Rula

| atruggle. 'Ihey saw the question of our Inﬁependence
o slippi.ng my :l.nto oblivion am:ldst the welter of Englanﬂ' s

war-politics. the internatloml rivalries and ambit.iom :
mging amongst t.‘ne war-md nations of Durope. : They

‘ real!.sed that a great. heroic gesture was necessary
to exorcise the ﬂamoa or despair. to f‘an mto J.iving
- £lane.the qully. spouldering sybers 6f ‘the Nation's ._"
pass:lon for liberty. to eonvince e.ll men of the aurvival :-._' -
of the nat.i.onal soul, to hemm t.o tne wor.l.d the rights v )
that scml demanﬂed. ‘rhey felt 11: was t.he lonely
duty of a few. the few elect who felt a stranga st;irring
-of the blood. the periodic ernption of the. natmnal |

o consciousnesa that. all through the@eriod of fomign

EEP - R

| _}-_: '_ occupat.ion broke rort.n with a stmgely ‘rhythaode’ _
- ; "_ reeurrence. the 11fe-pnlse of the Kation with pariodicity
) oi‘ mtensity. = ‘I'hey heard the call of Red Hugh. of |
| | Phel:lm O'ﬂem, of Sarsﬂeld. of Tone. Qf ﬂitchell, and. .

perhaps most of all O'Donwan Ross. “sp-lendm in t.ha

' proud mnhood of him. splandid 1n the neroic grace o!’ _
h:lm. aplendid m the- Gaelic stmngth, and charity anﬁ
tmth of him“. : mr.n ca].m conﬁdence ami lof‘t.y |

)  '_ exaltat.ion or a vicarious sacr.ifice they dm ta hat-d, K o
o Si'eet tni.ng" almost witn naked hands they "went out

| against the Gall" _to do xmignuy serv!.ce ‘even unto
death for o '

“'ﬂxé pa.ssionnta Dark Rose whoae strange surprlse e
O:t' heauty -nerved t.ham to t.heir enterprise“

L O .- . - L N < [
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In 1916 they aia not ‘conquer the Saxons, 1t is -

.-‘trjﬁe- b'nt they eonguered ‘the Gaels, 1nading them
'thmugh a baptism of. dlood - to- & new, a. stronger, and a

purer 1!.1'6. The rasponsibillty that hggard.s. even -of

" - our: own house, wou.'l.ﬂ fain have ‘made a pmory was, as

: fa j'rench publicist recenw has. n-it.ten. promny

assumed by the surv:lvors of the gallant. hand and raised.'

‘ 'aloft. as & pedestal for t.he culminating glory of the -
'task. 80me paid the ultimate pr:lce of. their kniahtly
'.devotion. We paaaionately regret them. But our

sorrow 13 tempenea and transéended by our ‘pride; am by

'our raalization of- the glorious necompense their death

. has brought t.hem. '

_ "Tears for the dead,. but for them

" Spirits of wind and flame and-fire .~ -+

- Ralse we 8 loftier requiem .
Buﬂ.d we a lordlier runeral pyre".

i"!.th their mmes I r:l.t.u.ngly assocmte the names

of thoae who have fallen- 1n our frar’ oi' the J.ast fow’
years whethar f.hey fen on tha fields of heroio battle.

e or fell bema*:;h the lmllets or bayonets of nirea

' assassins. or feced in the prison-cell a death wnoae
.gristly horror was t.ransrormed into beauty hy t;heir

: mrtyr's f‘ortitude. or wa.‘!.ked with proud. confidenee ami" '

the 1aught.er of God's heroes 1n their heart.s to the
glbhet. of the Brit:lsh Empire. z.xultantly sing:l.ng .'m

. oup heart.s to-day are t.hose lovaly lines of Saanms -

O'Sullivan: --

*’Little Dark Rose. t.he rain is- 1n their facea. )

‘Mourn not the past. of agony and drouth;:

Proud~eyed ‘and strong they stride the starry smces,

Laughter has flowed from every bleeding mouth.
Weep not. their wounds who J.ovad your syes. of .

. 86TTowW,
Red w.tne “of Joy . stains every piexced. &me. '

- Bons of young Angus, princes of the morrow, -
Sunlight and: wind acclnl.n; tne__emciried“ .

'
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) Of the ltving the finﬁst anﬁ truest tning I ean _
say 13 tn&t they have nobly and unfalteringly maintainsd B
tha tradbtion. tne tradition of our hercic Dead. mindfnl
of the’ message of Pearse. tneir chief - “Paeriotism 15
ia.Large part g memory of heroie dead msn. anﬂ a ) ‘
striving to accomplish some task 1sft unfinished by themﬂ ol
An.‘l.mted by the same. ap:l."it of stem dut.y and heroic e

' 'i abnagation. tney have roused the whcle Hatian tos

realizauion of" the»sacraﬁness of tha work that is afoot. i

1ts claims upon.tha genarous serviee of every 1oya1

| citiaen. tne conviction of the ultimate triumph af right

ovar wrong 1n‘br1ef they have awakansd and fortified o
the national will—rorbliheratlon._‘ As a funﬂamantal

".ﬁanﬁ cohesive faeter for the whole national effort thay
have raised and 'b"ought o a wondrous state of erfieiency o

the Voluntaer Army of Irelanﬂ.. The army has beeoma tha
finsst expression of the Nabtoﬂ&l apirit.; It has bean
raised Tor the ons object - tc fignt on’ behalf of
Justiee and to defend the rights that Jnstice coneedes. i

Its mainsnay 18 a lofty sense of duty anﬁ tha infectiouej--

anthusiasm that a comnlste surrenﬂer to duty always

f engenders, 1ts bonﬂ a rivaﬁry of: honour - 1ta motto the -

old ehivalric war-cry - God a.nﬂ my dut.y. < ‘That Amy
has fought the British Empire. a. Btruggle at first sight;

' f apparently of a pigmy against a giant, hut i reality 1t;

proves to be between a spirit anﬂ material rorce. _
Anﬂ already tha sealed of victory are tilted on the R

y’side of the spirit.- This succass 15 dua to- tha

| exaltation consequent on theﬁVolunteer's mystic senaa off

duty. Splendidly supported as 1£ was by the re-acting.
flaming sympathy of the entira people. who rapidly
became 1nfected with the:Volunteer spirit of service and ‘

..,_,-—
-
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sacrifice. Reprasu&on brought to bear on tha civilian

Tf‘population only strengtheneﬁ ths people's resiqtance. ,
"ssuffering only further stealed their will. and to-&ay

' ”A?the Hational sp&rit 1s as 1t were a pawerrul spring or Q

- ;,”: pergonality evocative of 11m1tlesa devotion on the Pﬂfﬂ

' “aaministmtion of t.he mm.v,try of anal Governmsnt.

:“fimmeasurable 1atent strength, quickly and adequately
“f;'PBBPOBBive to every added strain. - Hence ‘thé: success of

-f‘jour Secret Berviee. preaiﬂed over by a man of magnetic

-

“ of hls collaborators. Qf voth 9axes. of every rank and.
-'f.occupation. o e of suparb genius 1“ organisation, of

o,

ruthless efficiennj 1n his mnltiple act:vities._i Hence :

e

'€‘tha success of the Repuhliean Police anﬂ Jud&ciﬂny ~'-’-
'system, firmly hased as it was on the free assant of tha
'fﬁation, for Rapublican Justiee 13 mnre tnan an autnoriby

'Ato whieh men machanicnlly suhmit, rathar is 1t an

~i~expreséion of the ﬁational will, accaptea anﬂ chsrishea ~'

as a prouﬂ symbol of ctvil llberty. 5 &nd henne tha

Lo ‘ié“splanﬁid efficiency and succass attanﬁant on tha brilliant

Suen are the uen of 1916 thia their contribution

-{-f‘to the victory that e hope 1s.naar at hanﬂ. Heed we '

wonﬁer that “tne boys“ aa the Hation affectionately :
styles them. nave at their sarvice all that is mpst sf, ‘

“ltanﬂar and. most exalted i tne nearts of the ‘Irish PG°P1°? |

It 19 tne pasaionate loyalty. the burning 1ave anﬂ

o ffgratitude of thefﬂael that I have tried ta voice to-ﬁay.

-

vqry Bav. thhers, Ladies and Genxlemen. I toast {

_'fthe Han of 1916 - the msmnry of our holy deaﬂ, to the
’f"ff.long 11fe.and happinsss of tne balaved 11v1ng. and to the :

© Trad culmmﬂtion of. their dearest wish. the liberty. the

. untnammalled liberty of Irelanﬂ

I'tl
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