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PART 2.
Chapter 27:

| on Tuesday night, the 27th June, 1922, the
Dublin Brigade I.R.A, was urgently moblllsed for
immediate: actlon Has the Staters are going to attack
the Fbur—Courts“.. Conforming to that order, our lst
Battalion Commandant, Paddy Holohan, issued

mobilisation orders to respective Companies, the main

portion to report at 4li, Parnell Square, others at

the Fowler Héll.and;our "C® Coy. at Tara Hall.in
Gloucester Street. It so happened that at the time
of ‘the issuing of these orders; I and my two jﬁn;or
officers and. one or two other members of the Coy. were
at the Plaza.picture house-in Granby Row. Waylaid

on leaving, we:were;served with the mobilising order,
which we were incllned ‘to treat as a huge Jjoke. |
Joke it was not, as we soon learned anc reallsed

for Pierce or Tommy Hoban, who was the bearer of the
mobilisatign order, fﬁrnished us with'the information
that. the Coy of which he was a member (#H"* Coy.), "B"* Coy.
and other units of the Battalion were well advanced in
the plan to mobilise tneir men. We were, it seemed,

more than an hour behind time in thet, but it did not



take us more than a few minutes to get, what turﬁed out
to be, our speediest and most‘important“moﬁilisation-
machinery into operation, bécause.the.main pivotd were
" at hand - the Lieutenants to mobilise their half
Companies and improvised arrangements to contact
'special.perSOnnei. ConSequenﬁly, it only required the
order %go ahead meh“:to get the order to mobilise into
full swing - the rendezvous Tare Hall, Glouceste;~st.

(now Se&n lcDermott St.)e.

What & rude awakening indeed!‘ One moment we
were in tﬁé height of merriment; tﬁe-next.plunged
into the infernal affairs of an armed‘enterprise;
MObilise:the.men;' every man to his allotted task!
Soon the clarion call was brought to the four guarters
of the city ﬁﬂbrever our men iived, arfanging'the
dispatch of all our warlike materials to the selected
rendezvous. No more bewildered andrinQuisitive party
| paraded in that hall than ours én that. fateful June
night, as they arrived in ones énd twos to giﬁe.effect

to the orders they ﬁa&.received.

"What's on? Is théresgoing to be a fight!
was;onaeveryﬁody“s lips. The order says the: Courts
are to be: attacked to night* was the gist of information
| that: was: imparted to them by thé:officeﬁs. Itlwas
enough to makeJthem realise that "something big was on®,
To all.the:moréﬁ%mphasise the seriousness of the
position, ﬁe?had.been advised *to awalt further orders',
words: that conveyed to oumnalertgofficial minds that
a scrap of somefsorﬁ was in sight. Was this to be the -
.end of our day - dreams and our’day—dreamings-that'we-

-7 | " .
had been cherishing for some time back concerning
1 .

reconciliation, unity or the settling of the differences
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dividing us? Were our hopes at last to be dashed fo
the: ground. by the: sudden and célamitous;ﬁbrnado_that'was,
alas, sWeeping across our path, only to bring strife,
internecine strife, to us, to them and to our country?
Confound‘thezfalsé.pmophems, the myriad hosts of-

optimists and sycophents who, having led us into

believing that success was coming our way, brought us

not peaceg-butgthe-sword.- ‘Woe:to the mealy mouthy

- politicians, thezselfish.political.oppontunists-for

‘their evil work. Well might.wWe rant and rave over

such things and because of such peoplé, aé we.feverishly
and determinedly prepared ourselves to enter-ahothep

phase of the fight for the Xiving Republics

H

Placing gusards at the entrance to the building,
all the necessary afrangements o requisition all war-like
stores, a task which in such circumstances would have
devolved on our Coy Quartermastem-but'who; unfortﬁnately;
wés engaged with the Battalion Quartermaster, ﬁuch to
our &;sadvantage; one of our Section Commanders was
on sick leave - had been so for some time previously.
We;had to get out of those difficult;es:as best we could
by devisihg gxpedients to meet our passing difficulties'

of mobilising all the men and arms of the=Com@anya

Tﬁe.onerextraordinary featufe aﬁout our .
immedlate position was - we were: strangely” very
trangely, isolated from our Battallon, and. much toor
far away from our Battalion area. It was not only
stfange, it was aggravating. Wescould not be said to
be happy about that arrangement. Anyway we had to
bear these things, hoping, however, that: later on

matters would right ‘themselves and we could, thereby,

have. a clearer vision, perception'and:understanding
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of the general plan of campaign, a&s well as a eloser'
association with the other u@its_of our Battalién;r
This coming together in martial. array pesembléd somewhat
the: outbreak of the‘Easter[WEek Rising. The.similarﬁ
- enthusiasm, preparation and anticipatvion; distributing

rifles, shotguns, revolvers and.ammnnitién for each type;
asseﬁbling and distributing grenades, anranging
equlpment and the innumerable. tasks associated Wlth

our class of citizen Volnnteers, such as were needed to
bezattended.to,ip'a.situation_like that. When
everything was ready the men and gunsswerefihspécted.
One:eould;no; have: anything but praise,and.admiration
for the men; they were truly wonderful. But oh!
‘What:a-vast;contrast:between themland'thair predeeessors,':
the men of 1916, from the point of view of guns, the

potential paraphernslia of war?

It was only when we beheld that array in the
hands: of the men - and, by the way, there was not enough
to arm every one of them - that the full.realisa;ion of .
'our=weakness.aSga.military.force became;manifést.

Worse then 2ll, we had only & very few modern service
rifles. However;tit was not our customary way to be:
despairing or to permit anything to overcone: the proud
spirit:, the: noble: fervour and. the high enthusiasm of the
men involved in this enterprise for even with such
insufficient armements, we kneW‘thg.men were prepared
for Whateveﬁ-was to come their way. All were truly

" grand, theajunior'officers; the:Adjutapt, the@ﬂ,cgﬂws,
" down: to: the most: modest rank and filer. When
‘eventually the excitement resulting from mobilisation,
requisitioning and distribution of guns and arranging;

of men was over, we had time to spare for gossip and
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conversation. Gossiﬁ indeed! ' Gossip that hinted
“maybe itts only & false alarm after all%,  Strange
how anyone: In such & situation should utter words
similar to my thoughtsi - What if the mobilisation was
either & test or'a precaution, a test to try out pﬁr;
men, intended to find out if they,wouldirespond to

the: prospect of fighting for the things we held deard

'Still, I could not help feeling that a move like this

Was.oﬁly possible in an extreme emergéncy and for very
important reasons - considering the whole Dublin Brigade
was mobilised thaet night. Only the most. serious business

eould have caused such & hustle and bustle infour-camp.

We: could be excused for thinking strange

' thoughts, for giving way to speculation and wondering

what. was really afoot. Whétever-other thihgs;were in
doubt, most. of the men of tﬁe:CoM; gave loyal response
to the:mobilisatioﬁ. ‘No doubt: there: were some wished
otherwise thanxgoiné to ﬂigﬁt under sudh qircumstanees,
and would rather have been called upon torfight an alien
foe: than: natzivez' adversaries. Spme: would rather be in
thedir homes, snug;in.bed, were there no-thfeat{of war
or shadow of & conflict. = Such are the peculiar workings
of the human intellect, emotions and. feelings, that
even at such moments one's thoughts coﬁmdfentertain.
exbrbitant fmigh;s of faney over kith and kin and the
natural order of things:as'they relate to humen. society
and humankind. ihgse came. in flashes across the
threshold of conscioﬁsness toiﬁormw as it Weréw‘a common
bond of affection hetweeﬁlthe nearest. and deé#est,
and,to'thefexniusion of, "and direct antagonism for,

the bad on mother earth. Perhaps it ﬁas ever.been sQ;,

that: in the moments of great trial, of danger and of
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perplexity, one's mostﬂintimaté'thoughts fleet in the
&ir&ction.of paternal and maternal cares, "dreaming
sweet dreams of hearth and home" and of those so
abruptly and momentarily left Behinda' But sueh
moments fpr=&reams or solilcquizing cameeinzbrief
spells that night. - a ﬁight of anticipation.and

preparation for the approaching fight.

By means of scouts operating outside our
rendezvous, We were somewhat enebled to keep in touch
with events and movements outside - movements of the

Treaty forces and of our own, the I.R.A. Whatever

‘doubts we had previously in regsrd to the: imminence of

fighting, had long since.disgeﬁled, Soﬁétﬁing;is going
to»happenj. We could feel the throb of excitement each
time our scouts repoited the military movements in
Oﬁconnéll:St. and adjoining streets, great numbers of
them,, a:moured cars and lorries plying hither and .
thither. Thought we, "“these gre no ordinary movements™,
There,ﬁereatoo many men and too many cars for_shch; |

Evenhin.the;eomparatiweAstillness of early mdrning,

‘and. though we were 8 short distance removed from the

scenes,.the hustle and bustle associated with such

warlike movements betokened a conflict.

Something is coming assuredly!l Like: a bolt

£rom the: blue an order arrives from our Commandant. from

. his headgquarters at. Ui Parnell,St., "move your: Company

to house at corner 6£‘Strand.St. and Capel St.".

As a ﬂirst,greiiminary to our getting on the move

scouts were sent out te réconnoitre, Wwhile our men
prepared to give effect tOythe:orderito.advance.
tStaters very active in O'Connell St. and by-streels -

droves of them®, our scouts reported. We are
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.awaiting £he:réturn'of a number- of our men who had been

sent out on various errands - to collect arms and

equipment from repositories,'&umpsfand‘houses, to

‘contact, absent members and to take possession of such

materials from thoseewho‘refused to turn out. Our

position was nome too promising from the material aspect.

As we were perfecting our arrangements to move,

'a,loud.explosion resembling artillery fire was heard.

It sounded conyenieﬁm'enoughs_ Was the Courts being;'

attacked? We are ready to move. - Scouts still

reporting increasdngﬁétateTSE activity in O*Connell St.
Wbuld it nbt be;sqicide=to try'and run the gaﬁnﬁleﬁ

in. the face of our sheer'weaknesé and.tﬂeir-vaét
strength, to mateh our=poorly‘armea'men ggainst better
eguipéed forces? We would surely be:slaﬁghtered if we -
made: the'atmampt_tOrget through to the goal. more thané

.&'hﬁlﬂ mile away. 'Weashould.have>had.te!make.that

journey on foot, feeling our way pace by pace and

Without;a&equate-supporting fire and protactivegcovep@

.through the: streets then being patrolled by the Staters.

" What a terrible;dilgmna'to be: place&.in~wheh every

moment was valuable! It did not seem possible: that
we: could. or would fight our way through and get ail
our men safely at that allotted point. Even the

junior officers expressed doubts on the\ﬁropriety or

the: possibility of making the attempt.

: Méanwhileaour*Cbmmandant:ﬁaé eommﬁhieated With.
and informéd‘of the situation. : Meanwhiﬁe:thezﬁight
was oﬁ, as we were too-well made aware of by the
regeate& crescendo of gun and rifle fire and machine gun,
inmerspérsed‘ﬁy the sounds of what appeared to be

grenade detonations. . That shooting seemed to come
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from: different parts of the: city. | As We:ﬁere:pinned

to our position, 1mpTOW1sed arrangements had to be made:
to, put the: building in.some state of defence, Whlle

our: scouts kept us informed of.act;vity outside. '
Evefx moment: that passed increased.the'difficﬁlty of.
our moving to Capel St. Indeed, it had long; since:
passed. beyond -the: stage of beiﬁg'a.ﬁractical
pfoposition, - It,waé that;from.the beginning. Then .

another order aryrived from;our'Commahdant, P. Holohan,

ordering;us tp-take over Hughes's Hotel in Lr. Gardiner

St. At last we were on the'moée,and took over those
premises, which consisted of two houses, put them in
a-state of defence, thenvextehded our operatiorns by
tunnelling through the adjoiﬁing°houses until we

had. taken posse351on of the line: of bulldings

stretchlng from the corner of Derrille Place to the

- corner of Talbot.St. During the progress of that

Work. We: had: been reinforced by officers andimen of two

- other units, E and I Coys of thealst;Battélion, as

well as a few odd men from different Companies, Capt.
Jerry Golden, Lt. James Ereéney, Lt. Con MacLoughliﬁ‘
of T Coy; and Capt.-Péddy Gartland of E Coy.

Our garrison, in consequence, amounted to around

" seventy men, of which number C Coy supplied &bout

forty men imcludings::

Con Allen
Patriek Byrne (N C.0. )
Fred Brooks
Andy Birmingham
. Joe Crowe
John Cahill
John Corcoran
- Wm, Curry '

’ Frank Carberry
Michael Diggin
Patrick DtArcy
Frank Foley
Patrick Flynn
John Farrell



Martin Finn -

Felix Gallagher
(alias Peadar Mechan)

Michael Howlett.

Denis Holmes (lst Lt.)

Tim Hanafin:

Tom Hahesy

James Kinsella

Ned Keane

Patrick Kirk {2nd It. )]

Bernard Lynch

Patrick Macken

Charles Myles

William Maher (N. C.@.)

Seamus McGuinness

Joe: McDonough

Jim McArdle

Patrick Nevin

John Naliy. .

Patrick 0*Shea

Sefn Prendergast (0/C)

John Richmond (Adjt.)

Desmond Walsh

Thomas Kiernan

Other menmbers of "*C! were operating elisewhere:

Joe Cooling in Moran's

John Mulligan in Barry'ts

Wm, Bannon in: Four Courts

Win. Gannon in Four' Courts
Patriek O*Connor in Gresham
Denis O®Sullivan in lyly Parnell. 8q.
James Donnelly in. Lfi Parnell Sq.
James Downey in 4l Parnell Sq.
Con Mulligan in Four Courts
Sefn Myler in Four Courts

Sefin Morrissey in Barry'®s
Edward McArdle: in Barry‘s:

P.J. Walsh in Barry's

Additions to the: garrison of Hughes's Hotel
ware: ¥
Seamus. McArdle (jun.)
e+.. Walsh (brother of Desmond)
Joseph Healy
" Tom OFfNeill of Fianna
Jerry Monahan (Fianna)
Win. MacArt (Fianna)
and & Belfast refugee whose name I disremember.
Among the cailint who looked after the. cooking were
Miss Marcella Crimmins, Annie: Tobin, Annie Norgrove

and’ Kathleen Macken.
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Obviously Wetweme-séill further removed from.
our’Isﬁ Battalion.headquaréers, Why should this be so
with us? HoweVer; we could not chooée:our-grdund; '
it: had been se;ected and.wesha& no oﬁtion buﬁ to coﬁply
andzmake:theibest;use“we could Qf & position that put.'
us at. such a.gfeaﬁ;disadwantageu Our main concern
Was.to-maintain.@ommunicationiwith.our*Batﬁalion H.Quy
and. we had to plan on the assumption that fightin‘g |

would extend to our small a:ea,

'Everything ﬁéquisite for our welfare Wwas seen to,
such as the commandeering of supplies, arranging guards,
sniping posts, cooking, first-aid posts, sleeping |
quarters, securing of an ample supply of water, and
eyerxthing considered to be of use in case of &
prolonged fight or a sidge. Our weakness, ﬁawever,_
was in. arms, which even the. augmenting of our forqen'
did not apprediably dispel. Had we rifles for all
our mEn”_pfoper=$ezviceable rifles, more than nalf of
our: troubles would have been solved. After repeated
appeals to. the Battalion for- a supply of rifles, wé
secured the: modest number of five:ﬁhich, We were
informed, wemeaéll.that could.be‘sparéd, when [ifty
would: not have been in excess of ourirequireﬁentsl .
What a mercy, indeed, thatfwéewerenot at:thét stage
" confronted with any great task in which arms, the o
wéight of materials, would be the predominant and
deciding factor. Then We should have made an
indifferent show, though_we-might have made a gallant
one with our dubious’ array of quasi and pre-ﬁistoric
weapons to back up Qur,too.few Lee Enfields, Metfords,
Howths; carbines, not:forgetting to mention the:

inevitable: shotguns and miniature rifles that possessed
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minor*quélities in a major warfare, gnd»alljthe while ;
the men showed gamepess for anything. Not one word
of complaint,-nom a murmur of despaip’or sign of
despondency was. exgmessed‘or‘impliedm Any éommander
would: have been. proud of them, could feel a demiaiﬁ
econfidence in posséssing their mqrél and‘physical.
support under the circumstances in ﬁhich they found - |
themselves. WEre'they reliableﬂ dbuld they be’
depended upon in & time of crisis? These questions

I had asked myself many, many, times: during the past.
week - perhaps the: past months. Such qgestlona had
been debate@.by'my junior officers and N.C.OQS. We:
did not, of course, envisage a situation like this one.
Seme of us did not think it would come. te -such a point,
when,former:comradesfwouldibe:classesfag:enemies and
fight as: enemies. HB@ we:not;by‘the;process of
éoundingsy suggestions and innuendogtitried.to find '
out what, our men were thinking of, what their opinions
were onLthe issue tha£ so.much assailed us., How would
they act at a critical moment,supposing & epitical.
moment arrived, when we would be put po-the:crucial.;
test@ when it would be a question of going tﬁe twhole

hog" in defence of our principles and our ecause.

Not that we could be: regarded as mercenary
o Geeply anxious to engage ins "blood bath®, though
some: peoplie: were pessitive onathéapoint that it would
innariébly'come;to that, and that‘it'was impdssible;tq
escape it. Events had.pfcven.themaright. We
officers had sufficieﬁt knowledge to. realise: that
some: of them subscribed to the belief in. the probability

of resort to: erms., They could and did, argue the

question ¥nside out'. But not; all the men viewed it
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in that light. Some moderated their opinions that it

couldn'"t go that far. Yet, come what might, they were

in it to the: end. There was no incongruity, however,

in us getting to know the temper, the feelings, and

the:gpinions of-thosefwith whom our lot was cast,
in theeassumptibn that, if hard days came our way

there would be proper: understanding of thefamount of

‘&ssistance that would be forthcoming, if and when

needed. Much of that had already been satisfactorily
settled before the actual initiation of hostilities.
The: final answer to thé riddle: whether, or if, our-meh

would take up arms in such a contingency as this

'was_a;ready answered. The fact that so many officers,

N:C.0.5 and men of our"C% Coy were: on active service

was striking proof of their reliability, thedr

' soundness and. their loyalty.

By striking against the FOurfCoufta garrison
the Treaty forces struck against us. We on our part
participate&fbecause their action represented to us a
ma jor assault on not a mere post or position, but
because: it threatened, as it was aimed, to destroy.
the existence, the stability of our force = the I.R.A.
Words, shibboleths an&rprbmises:wereathrown to the
wind - no longer was it possible for Treaty-ites
to declare thafzﬂwe're better-I}E;A,-men.than the nexth.,
The crisis, since it had to come at all, bore: the
trace of having being provoked by the British on the:l
same:ﬁrincipleﬁas the innumerable c¢rises in which
they were involved in the past "to bring good order
and 5tapie épvernment“ to a distracted and disturbed
Ireland. Perhaps it had to come that way. Who knew?

Certainly not us, the little cogs in the political
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machire.. - We did not even know if it meant & general
~ upheaval, or whether it wou;d;bg qnly a local Qr'l
localised Fight to get “the I.R.A. crowd out of the
Courté“. Ong eduldinot then judge the course. the
fight would take.  But: one thing-ﬁas:secnred, Dublin§
the Dublin Brigade of the I.R.A. were out - Dublin is.
again echoing and re-echoing to the: sounds of gun
fire - and it looked as if the Rising of Eastér-Week
1916 was: being re-enacted, with the diffefence that
then the combatants were foreign as against;native,
instead of as in 1922 they were both of native stock.
Ironically enough, for: the second time in our
generation the Four Courts was held by men who
declared themselves to be members of the &rmy of the

" Republic, fighting for the declared.RépubliQ:in;l916
and for the.gstablishe& Republic;inrl922. No less
ironical, too, we had in our;companyfgarrison a score

or so men Who had served in 1916.

Ours were a composite forga,'the duties
connected. therewith beipg;car?ied out eoajoiﬁtly,
the: various officers, N.C.0.s and men being assigned
certain QerinedAdispositions and.positions~in all.
affairs appertaining te the defence of the whole,
Though Commander of the garrison, I had to share, or
permit officers of eqﬁal rank to share in responsibility
in most:. of the duties in which all were, in'some:wa&
or other, involved, and in fairness to all, it must be
said that there:was never any ocecasion for splitting
hairs over the questions of comménd. As it was,
there. were too many officers for such a small
garfisoﬁ, three ékeleton.cﬁmpanies; our own “C"'Coy

forming more than twice the'amount:of therther-two‘

combined. - Yet, 2ll played their part dutifully,
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nobly end_loyall&, having one thing in common « to
work with, and on behalf of, the ﬁen, of whom itvcould'
be in truth declared, that they did not need much
handling, so agreeable, so disciplined,and'orderly_'
were they, causing us officers no'trouble,whaiever;

.- They responded in thefhigheet spirit to every demand
- made on themm regardless of their own comfort or
‘their own well being. Likewise, they meant it to be
kmown that they were wholeheartedly in that thing,
and they had no other desire than to see: it through.
éne thing was never absent, their deep sense of
humour, Perhaps the greatest example of that was

toe be found aﬁche of the sniping posts.  There fun.
was made{ower'everything - the Staters shots that
played havoc with the lovely'patterned'Wallpapered
walls, bespattered with bullet holes or grazed by
ricaochetted bullets, caused ho little fun and banter
to the men there. "0h Larry, mind you.don"t1get.
your lovely head of heir tossed. See how near: that.
shot came te you", and. the quick rétort_“mihd your
tumﬁy Jimmy, it®s in line with the:lbop-hole. ‘ Luckj
the.Iast:shet didn"t come. ind, Humour, too{
concerning our: make-believe defence was manifest in

' the many 1ittle trlcks and deceptlons whlch sheer
necessity forced us to bring into prominence to
impress the “othefwsideﬁ that our Eositioﬁs‘were well
fortified. Placing miscellaneous, and some of them
nondescript, weapons protrudiﬁg from windowe; of-
through loop-holes,, caﬁsed,ne end:of laughter-and
banter for some: of the men. = Another matter that had
a ring of humour attached to it was an incident that
.occurred one- night. when a few of. our men were hav1ng

the. time. of their lives. Lusty, merry, and not over=-

melodious singing was heard.  We wondered where the
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sounds came: from, hardly believing that they emanaFed
from any‘of our men or our possessions. One. of tﬁe
officers éought_the object Ffor that; revelry, when, 
lo: and behold, he discovered a few of our men much
.the worse "for the spirits®. It appeared that they
had come across a "drop of the eraythur®. :They were,
however, just: merry and not over tipsy. . Bﬁ
misadventure they had come: across the stuff; Their
discovery directly caused them to be transferred .to
less tempting quarters, the remaining spirits (and
not fhe men) being placed under-lock aﬁd key. It
must be stated here that every effoft:was made to
‘respect the property under our care, and no wilful

or wanton damageiwas inflicted on_funniture or effects,
which were generaily undisturbed except such as were

used for barricading windows or doors.

We were not long in our positien ﬁheﬁ we

~ discovered that another unit’ of I.R.A. was inf-
oceupation df houses on the far side of Gardiner St.
These:Stretchéd from Moran*s Hotel at the corner of
Talbot Street and five or six other adjacent houses.
The: Pawn Office at. the corner of Waterford St. was
also similariy oceupied. In contacting'themt we
discovered that they were mainly eomposed of the 5th
Battalion {Engineers), under-Commandant;Liam O*Doherty.
Later we learned that they, too, Were-a miﬁéd body
consisting of men of variéus Battalions. That group
had placed a land-imine in the roadway outside
Moran's in Talbot. St., another en burjflank_at.
Derrille Place, Naturally, we hed the greatest
respect for, and adversion to, such formidable

weapons of destruction.. We disdained even to play
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any fun irick& on them. Theirlpresence.was-enough
for us. Somehow they gaveaﬁs‘an uncanny feeiinga
We:-wished them to be miles away fpom us: 4‘in case of
accident - rathér than'being'as close to us and our
position. Pity the.houses{ not to mention the °
inhabitants, ourselvesrincluded; if those infernal
things exploded' Some mignht regard ﬁhem as;én
aggre351ve and dangerous toy, and we did. not wish

any foul-play to be indulged in at their expense

‘or for our embarrassment. Few of our-meﬁ_looked

upon them in any other sense{than that of‘wonder and
anxiety, especially the men at the corner housa-iﬁ
Talbot St. who were in.visiﬁle'proximity tofthe thing",
Evérytimefa.Stater*s armoured. car passed along or

near that point, the men expected.it to "go offt,

but, as generally happened, the afdresaid cars never
seemed to reach the danger zone;fof it to.bé.put into
action. Manoeuvrlngs like that 1ntr1gued our men,
who. gradually worked themselves into a frenzy

hoping. that the next,time the mine will blow_the

car to - -blazes.

Our‘garrison:had many other duties to pre;océupy
them, theeéeﬂding out of parties to raid‘and
reconnoitre, dispatch work, thé detailing of parﬁias
to seize other‘buildings in the neighbourhood, to
occupy them. for a time and then withdraw, while all
the time we were: dlgglng our way from one building
to another, thus extending our lines along Talbot St.,
intending to make closer contact w1th the garrisons
in O*Connell St. The Treaty forces were, We learned,
in oéeupation of Amiens St. station, several hundred |
yards away. They.useﬁ.thgzciock‘tower as a sniping

post.to command Talbot St. Thattposition‘wés well
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within range and field of fire from one of our
sniping posts? the.corner of Talbot St., as well as
bj some of the men at Moran“é Hotel. Then'égain i
some of the buildings occupied by our men came under:
machine gun fife‘from passing armoured Cars.

Every other vantage point in our defensive zone was
well manned, special care and attention’ﬁeing taken
to'afford sufficient protection on entrances and -
ground floors in case of assault. Special men wef@
placed'at;likely vulnerable-points to deal with

infantry or armoured car activity.

Tharfacﬁzthat;we:weieza&jacent ﬁéithé:Moran
garrison produced a certain feeling oﬁ*cdnﬁidence.
We knew that in any attack made by the.Treaty forces
each could play a part in suppert of thezotherﬁ;

In one: way or other it seemed a pity that we were
both eondensed in such a short space. That was,

- perhaps, a perplexing point, but not: less so than
that: which related to our status as & unit in the
administrative and operational sphere in relation

to Moran's garrison being under the: authority of a
Commandent. We were not: aware of any hard and fast
fules on the matter, but it did seem a bit
contradictpry to have=independent'authofities
exercised by both a Commandant controlling one
garrison and a Captain & neighbouring one.  Some
form of co-opémation was necessary. ~Hence I
contacted Comdt. O*Doherty, éxplﬁine@ our situation
and that we were abting under orders of our Battalion
'Cbmmandant,:P. Holohan. It was obvious thét Cbﬁdt.
@tDoherty was egqually perplexed, thought the situation
peculiiar, but It mist be. said to his @redif.that;he

did not seek to impose any undue influence: In



regard to: our operations or our status.

While these matters were under way we recedved
from our Commandant an order to take over the _
d¢stiilery at, Brunswick St. Could this mean Nth.
Brunswick St. or relate to Brunswick St. (now Pearse St.:
on the south side of the city? Keither’seemed.verf
alluring from the point of view of distance, not to
mention the possible hazards in trying to get
through.  But-of the two propositions, the: former
nad something in its favour in that. it would bring
us: within our' own Battalion area though still leave
us further than we were now from our Battalion
Headquarters. To move to Brunswick 8t. (now Pearse
St.) - well, that was hardly intended as a ‘
strategical or operational move. . Still the question
puzzled us, and puzzled we were at the not very
rosy prospect. in moving oﬁr_men and. materials east
to west to Nth. Brunswick St., to cover a diétance
of about two miles and get away with 1it. Surely
that was the last straw, when we knew, from
information obtained, that very few approaches were
open to permit éf easy passage, and no matter which
way we moved the line of route was well dotted with
buildings, barraéks etc. occupied by Treaty forces.
After consulting the;other-garrison_officers and
giving.careful.consideration to. every éspect of the
matter, decision was reached that we would not take
responsibility for sudh a gamble.in_an enterprise
that: did not seem to have the remotest chance of
being.successful, Qur deﬁision was mainly governed
by our absolute weakness in material, not human

weakness, and because we realised that that weakness,

though very pronounbed.ﬁfom the beginning of that
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afféir énd in oﬁr then étatic defensive position,
unld in a greater degree be: manifest were we called.
upon to engage: in open street fighting unless under
conditions in'which our aﬁvers&:ies ﬁere:similarly

equipped, which we'knew the Treaty forces were not.

CErtainly.it locked. as if.we:werezbeihg'set
some .very peculiar problems.. Unfortunately they -
had a ring of peculiafity about, them that;oﬁe.wouid
not associate with playing accerding to thé rules
of the game... -'Problems that do not lend themselves
to easy solution are always perplex1ng and puzzling.
Evenlllable to be repeated So were ours when:came .
Thursday/zggther order arrived from Commandant
Holohan 1nstructing us: to move to Scott's in Upper
O'Gonnell St. Such a move: would bring us hearer
our'Bat;alion Headguarters and in our Battallon area.
We:acnordingly welcomed that order for those reasons
alcne. We made.oun=plans o evacuate our position,
meanwhile contacting Commandant O‘Ddherty in'the:post -
opposite and aequginting him oﬂ.the:faet. He was
none too pleased about us leaving the;area‘and
expressed himself in stfohg terms against such a
course, as by so doing his command and his‘position
would.bé appreciably weakened. To meke.matters
worse, he dec;ared “If you (meanlng the»garrlson) g0, -
we: move aléo”, I took that in 1ts llteral sense -
it seemed to me and to theeother‘offlcers of our
garrison, to whom i laier'communicated the‘gist;
of the conversatioﬁ, a threat, .‘There,ﬁere sound

reasons for him adopting that attitude because: he

_had.not enough men and materials. to occupy ‘both.

garrison posts, which Wasfvitally_neceSSary if we
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mﬁved. I appreciated hia difficulties as being -
somewhat. akin to our own.  Here was,another-one‘of
the peculiar problems already referred to. What
was to be done under the circumstances? Naturally .
our cn&y’qour&e was to obey our Commandant's or&ers.l
This time: we could not dally as we knew that our
forces in Oﬁdonnell St Wefe being severely tested.
'_Abnordingly, it was agreed that Captain Gar)land
with his group would proceed to the:ﬁew post. We
arrived then as best we could anq,they'left. Again
the: hubbub from.Moran‘s garrison. This was getting
mpre'copfounded, and all the wﬁile the:threat:“wé
will go also%, Eventually, ﬁolmeet the.Situafion,
I dispatched tw§ of the girls Wﬁ0<were assisting"in;
cboking” Marcella Crimmins and Nan Tobin, to go with
a reporit to Brigadier Traynor=in'the Hammam.Hote;
Headquarters e@plaining the dilemna in whic¢h we were
placed as: a result of the exercise of dual. authority.
Whom were We 0 obey"?, our own. Commandant*s orders
or- the: desires of Commandant O''Doherty. Tﬁe énswer
W&s-simplé and terse, "place yourselves under orders
of Commandant OfDoherty“; Immediately Commandant |
Hdkohaanas informed of the Brigadier's order, the
same girls bringing the dispatch. of thesé girls
it mist; be said, they acted very bravely. Their
task was no easy and no light. one, considering that
inithat;dangerous mission.they had. to tra&ense |
Streets and localities during sniping and when
fighting was in.gfogress, always at: the peril of their
" lives. We could not have employed any of our men
on. that work because: they Wéreagenerally toco well
kmown. and,, besides; we: coukd ill afford to spare

them from their other duties as at that time we
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needed, them in case of action by the Treatj forces.
égainét our gositiohs. " The giris had meny stirring
stories to relate'of'ciashesfin Dominick St., Parnell
" St. end 0'Connell St., the Tetter area being
particulariy lively, and as they had to make detours
tn:carrw'aut-their tasks they were thus:enabled.to
obtain information of the trend of the.fighting away
from our constricted source of activity. _Later'fhey
whre: sent, for a short while to cook for ome: of the
outposts of the: Moran Garrison situated at the’
Pawnbrokerts in Gardiner St., returning to.our
gositioﬁit@.resume similar duties with other girls -

Annie Norgrove and another girl named Madden.

The: matter of our status decided iﬁ.that,way .
left us perhaps in a Bittle:betmer-pasitioﬁvthan
heretofore as far as war materisls were concerned,
_for in: giving part compliance to our Commandant's
order we: had sufferéd.the diminution in‘meﬁ and
materials, the latter being ét;the t%mezoﬂjvery
serious importance. Ih trying td make do, we had
to-have:récoursa to the;sfrictest;economy in the use
of ammuﬁition, of'which.quiteaa‘considerable
amount had already been expended by our snipérs.
Natﬁrally We had.to.plan on. the assumption;that
bigger demands would be mede oﬁ us by way of attack
or'é siege, either of which Weﬁeaconsidered_tq be a
not far distant possibility judging by the increasing
gun-pliay and gﬁn fire that was going on in our
Immediate vicinity. 0f the many reporta.that were
in circulation around that time;.that whieh had
referenctho;th& Treaty forces having téken qﬁer'

Talbot House was the most potent: and serious.  That
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pliace:, iIf occupied, was avpaint about midway _
between our post an&-the~garri§on in O"Connell St.
If that report-was true; then we would be in for a

- breezy time, assuming that they also occupied the !
Maribore St. School buildings, portion of which
reached to the rear of the houses occupied by ﬁss'
Had we: men. and guns available, those buildings would
have been in our possessioanrom,tha beginninga |

Under the circumstances Warhad to aeccept the situation

to our dire disadvantage.

Time had become of little concern to use. .
What with broken and_insufficiént sleep and the
continuous dim of shooting thaf went on. day and night,
we were ever on tip-toe awaiting theabié onsléught' .
.to,be made-agginst;our ﬁositions. Sometimes the
shooting occurre&.within:our=immédiate neighbourhocdm
by‘means of fusilades from‘épmoured cars passing by,
or rifle connading between our and the: Treaty forces
snipers, mingling or alternating with thé sounds of
potential pitched battles in thé:vicinity of 0tConnell
.St. We. knew not what was happening at the Four
' Cburts,-eépecially since the cessation ofiartillery
fire which had been continuous for some days
ﬁntil the Priday when we heard thé;garrison had
capitulated. It looked then as if sodnér or later
our time would come when assault would be made on
our and lMoran‘*s Hotel garrison. How should we: stand
up to it? We knew not the answer to the question
or even conjecture, althoﬁgh we Knew enoﬁgh that if’
artillery, or even a fair size méchine gun or rifle
bombardment was carried out, our chances dﬂ _
remaining in the fight would Indeed be:qﬁite slender.

"But the question uppermost in the minds of the officers
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was: How long will we be able to hold out?

We did not possess any fulsome information
on the general plan of‘cémpaign - little beyond the
fact that. we: were placed there to occupy aﬁd defend
the éllotted‘pfemises. - Our role, if we were to
take our!orders Iiterally, was purely dé&fensive,

In thinking in these purely military‘terms,

we were not éo foolish as t0=imagine-thatfdur
defence, or the: extent of the resistance that we
could put up,'would.belof a prolonged or evem
satisfactory nature. It would:ba‘foolhardy'tn
expécpzthat we would last as much as_one:day"s
sustained bombardment: should the Treaty forceé_
bring inte play sufficiently large forces and
equivalent material,, which'théy so‘lavishly |
‘possessed, against us. . We ned enough. military

' sense to realise that: if they were truly

cognizant of our many weaknessesﬂ as already
ﬁumeratea, they would have come to close quarters
with. us spbner," Who could blame us for adapting
ourselves to»fhat defensive role; neecessity and
ciréumstancezﬁere as much. responsible for that

as were we. 6ther'posts may have been differently,
and possibly bétter cipcumstanced_and more favourably
placed than ours. Lucky for them if they were, |
but‘és far as one could judge the position the fall
of the Four Courts pfesaged that stone and morfar
were hot invulnerabie to attack then any more than

' they were in 1916.

From early Saturday morning the’ much expected
attack started to break out. We had little sleep

the previous night. by reason of our expectancy



ol,.

than an assault would be made on us: during darkness
or at dawn. Several timés during the night. the

gun fire had reached high piﬁch_énd-we were glued to
our several positions. - Not.by:the employment. of
huge .forces, nor by any brilliant strategem or
strategy, did it come to us, but by means of sniping
Of‘greater3volume and intensity than before employed.
Moran's garrison, too, was receiving its share of
attention, such parts of thelr posts as were

exposed t¢ view and range of the Treaty fofces ay
Amiens Stm,.whilé Treaty armoured cars.eareéring
“around sent mére than token bursts of machine gun
fire through windows: etc.  These cars, be it noted,
played.ﬁun-tricka when in the vicinity of the mine
in Talbot: St., enough to keep the men charged with
the: task of exploding it on.édges. Then suddendy
one. loud. explosion is heard as the mine explodes,
tumbiing down a lot of our barricadea at doore and
windows and causing the buildings to quiver-an&.shake4
8o violent was its impact that several of us were
¥noeked to the'ground, That:wés my fate. |
Confound the mine anyway! What:a,mesé it left

our éosition in. With our defences broken down

and strewn about the rooms and in the. hallways,

our pesitions presented anything but a. fortress then.
It took time, patience and ingermuity in getting
thasezﬁlaces into some kind of prbtective shape

again.

A11 through that night we were made visibly
aware that the climax was in sight due to certain
symptoms and alarms, not to mention the movements

and activities of the Treaty forces. On the

following morning, Sunday, 2nd July, the attack was
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laq;ched, It came, however, in quite én unexpecteé
way} Below our ﬁositibns and further to the end of
Gardiner St. was an ovérhéad railway (the"loop line%
which connected Amiens St. to Tara St. railway
stations. Intense outbursts of fire was directed
from that.point against our positions and along the
.sﬁreet” the corner house at Talbdt Sf.'corner being
particularly subject to frontal attack. At first
it was nﬁt_knoﬁ1from whence the bombardment came.
The:Treaty'forces had brought up an armoured railway.
engine on which they had erected a trench mortar po
pouﬁd at our positipns.‘ That engine asnd the
 railway itself éffofded them very good cover, as well
as: the fact that they held undisputed use of the.
railway system. In addition, they had the protection.
of the gable ends of houses .which met the bridge
at that point. Our men Weré not éo well fitted to
counter that move ~ the only effective: fire they
could»deliver was through alféw_lbopﬁoles made in the-
walls of the corner house where only a few men could
operate at a given time. Thgse mén had narrow
escapes when thé.missiles_exploded about them,
tearing holes in the wall. They could no£ be 
expected to perform wonders in the face: of ﬁhe form
and the severity of the attack launched against
théiffpositiona In great extremity they were
forced to abandon their positions and to fall back
to other_gositions, having to vacate what, up to then,
had. beén our main offensive and.defensiveaflénk

position.“

While this: was going on against our positions

the men at Moran's were getting their share ofl

attention from the Treaty forces. It looked as if
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ltherwhole neighbourhood was affected by the continuous
har&ssing fire. Mostuof'the advantages were: credited
to the: Treaty forcés, armamenﬁs, manceuvrability and,.
to some: extent, dispositions favoured them., There
came a point when comnmunication with Moran's garrison
failed, to be renewed during an occasional lull in
tﬁe;fighting. Yet we: held on grimly égainsm-the
.odds.that'werexagainst:us; © Succour, we had. little,,
nor: support, nor hélg except such_as.wasapmovided by -
Moran's garrison, then fighting a partially isolated
fight like us and in a somewhat:likezsituation;

We had to battle in whatever fashion we could and
however we were capable, AlY the while the dread

' thought that we would be overpowered'and beaten was.
before us, even though we Were: consumed by the feeling
of making the best defénce:we could in order tp maka
the task of conguest a costly one for odr attackers,

. then showing their teeth so angrily éround'and,set

to devour us by what seemed & process of attrition
rather;then by full‘blooded,quick, decisive:

effort on their part. -But alas, feelings and désires
do not always: predominate a battle or win a contest.

- Certainly not the one we were then waging, as we had

reason to appreciate.

At what appeared to be & éfiticalfs&ageain‘the
fighting we had the uncanny consciocusness of being
isolated. Ey all outward appearances theré Was.
little mofement in the houses op@osite.our-positionsw
Were we on our own then? That gave rise to a ‘
consultation between the officers of our garrison.
What shall we do next? We check up on our

position. Can we hold out, and if so, for how long?

As things Btood then we were at a decided disadvantage



27,

' in practically every way, the only thing in our
favour being thatrwhile=we held. on, tﬁe-Treaty forces
might be delaye&.in making a grand assaultb on.tne
garrison eccupying portion ef @ﬂcennell.Stq Wezmust‘
delay them as long as possible as a matter of

principle.

During ali that time our men behaved wonderfully
cool,'co;lecmed and determined, showing neither sign
" of hyeteria or- fuss, all‘undefaperfecf oontrol. The
human factor, it could be seen, stoed up to the
strain imposed by the ordeal. Yet. alas, it was only
- of secondary importance to that of armaments in
deciding ‘the: issue of the fight. We had no means
of checklng the pace Wthh the: Treaty forces imposed.,
for already most of our men had nothing better than
small arms to fight with. What was to be done
under such adverse eonditiohsa_ Nothing more and
nothing less than.that;alsmail garrison would be’
retained to hold on, a decision come to by the
offiicers in consultation. A small number of efficers
~ and men were detailed for the purpose, the remainder
aﬁd.largerfnumber, were ordered to evacuate.
Similarly arrangements were made to send away some -
revolvers and special materia;,mandaa.plaeei
selected in which.to deposit grenades ahd explosive
material, if neeessary; By that means a small
garrispn of less than twenty remained. We,hoped
‘the men Who had been released would get threugh
safely, although we. had doubts that they would
for it looked as if the whole area was held by our
attackers. Then we heard that Morants garrison were

withdrawing, which news left us in a further

quandary.



28.

Chapter 28.

Meanwhile other things were happening within -
our garrison.l We still further reduced the pumbers
.qf men on duty, at a time when there was hardly any
other course.opgn to us except to carry on a
delaying action. During that:phase-one of our men
reéeived.a.gun shot accident when unloading a
revolver=in'the kitchen, This, though sad and
exciting, was hardly of much moment in comparison
to the trend of events that'were'being shaped,
in which *finis" was Being written to the chapter of
our resistance to the Treaty forces. Having
appreciably depleted our altogether ﬁeagre supply
of ammunition, the garrison, twelve of ué, consisting
of Captain Jérry Golden, Lieutenant Jimmy Freeney,
Bertie: Somerville, Larry 6fConnor, Paul Brady hnd
Paddy Mahon of "I' Coy, Lt. P. Kirk, Martin Fimn,
me Hahesy, Jimmy-McArdle, James McGuinness and
myseif of #CW Coy, surrendered. Eventually we were
marched out, paraded in the street, Whefe to our
chagrin and irony of ironies we were taken over by
men of ﬁheaDublin Guards. Thence We were marched
to Amiens St. railway station and taken over by
Comdt. General Paddy/gglgupreme officer in charge,
who sought to make a speech in terms that we were his
prisoners ete. etc. It was hardly likely that we
were in the: moed. for that. Consequently, some of
our men called on him to cut out the talk and get
on with the work. We were-afierwards.brought along
the- platform and placed in one of the waiting rooms,

ordinarily utilised for Dublin South Eastern Railway

business, which place. overlooked Amiens St. and
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. faced Buckingham St. Small mercies, indeed, if
we had perﬂbrceeto'remain crouched there in a vefy

small room,.

Our stay there if unpleasant was not
ﬁnexciting;and strangely'ludicrbus. No¥t: the: least.
of fhese arose when one of the guards brought in a
tray bearing'refreshments twith. the compliments of
Commandant Daly*®. Hungrily we looked at. the

‘ prbferréd fare, so very enticing, so apparently

afpetising. *Take it away" one. of our men.ordered.
Iﬁtwas taken away, hesitantly it muét be recorded,

by the guard. Laterm however, other refreshments

- were brought to us. This time the message ran, "Mr.
Mullett sent theset, We recognised the Mr. Mullett
aszthe;publican who carried on business in Talbot
St. His shop washmerely a.stbne“s throw from our
enforced *lay-out®.  These refreéhments, known as
stout, nourished barely half of our men, the: rest
being teetotallers and mere witnesses of the high
jinks which the "brew" seemed to loosen, in a mild
form, throa£s that by then were parched enougha

Soon gusty salvos of song reverberated our-not over
pleasant "abode", sending echees:beyond its portéls
to the more than harsh discordant- accompaniment.of
_ﬁhe:senﬁries-“stop-that singing, &top it or Irll,..."
while-during that: overture: shouting was. being indulged
in, not as it must. be in. truth recorded, but against
some "irregular® sniper or other in the vicinity.
If only Mr. Mullett could have just & slight inkling
that. his refreshments touchéd tender- heart spots,
what would he- say? St?ange how men could sing

under such circumstances. But & good deal of It

was done more in pigque and in derision than for
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'any other feason, Hencé a musical. evening was
conducted, each df the party having to coﬁtribgte a
guota df sbngé to make up an impromptu concert.

To. add to the revelry, Miss Nellie | sent in
a quantity of cigarettes from her shop in Talbot St.

~addressed to Jerry Golden.

But we were not destined to femain.there:for
long, and two days later we were informed that we
were being shifted. - Whére to? Placed in a lorry'_
assembled in Amiens St., and well an&‘heavily'guarded
:xby several lorry loads of Treaty forces with armoured
cars, we duly arrlved outside Mount joy prison via
North Circular Road. Quiteaa large number- of. people
.asse@bled there, among them some of the girls:whb had
been with us in Huéhes"s - our cpoksaNan Tobiﬁ,
Marcella Crimmins and Annie: Norgrove. Greetiﬁgs and
-the'passing over: of a few sbuvenirs‘inciuding of ficerg*®
Sam Brown belts - mine to Nan Tobin, Ltw Kirk's to
Annie Norgrove - and a/gngal.messages for dellvery
to our respectlve relatives took place. After a
good few minutes delay the: news came t*There is no
room in there®, No room for lh ¢ our rumber then
as two other "dangerous men" had been deposited with

us, Dinny Madden and a Mr. Kavanagh.

Consegquently we were brought away from'the
place, for a %joy ride" as one of our 5pards tér@ed
it, by a circuitous route: to, of all the.surﬁrising
places, Portobello military barracks where. we were
placed in trie gymnasium building. A few other
prisoners were there when we: arrived. More'followed'
" until. the place had its full compliment.  Some of

these were well.known_figuresg among them being



Bob Barton, one.of the sign&torieé who-had‘signed
the: Treaty terms under duress and who Sincéshad
renounced. his complicity in the deal and had taken
his stand with ﬁhe.Republican side in‘the'ﬂighting.
Our- Stay there was not quite unpleasant untilléome
of the party, over a dozen, including Barton, Joe
_MCDonpugh, Noel Lemass and about Lo others made

- good their eécape,gne night. Many others tried

to escape that Wa& only that. the alarm was sounded
and then excitement and pandemonium reigned supreme.
Machine guns were tréined on the gymnasium and kept:
up~a.cpntinudué din for a;lengthy period. Then
officers and soldiers rushed into our gquarters,
josmied us, threatened'us& searched the place and
chécked the roll: . They locked mad and were noneé
~ too gentle or gentlemanly in demeanour and géneral
conducts We would be punished for the: action

of those who had eééaped;;clOse confinement was one:.
of the forms. the punishment would take, ahoﬁher
being that we would beeéscnrteﬁ to and from the
Quartermaster's étores.whenudrawing rations.

Alas, "Gingeﬁ‘ O*Connell and some of the other

. high lights whom Wwe kneW'in the . past were’ conspicuousl;
present, to bring us to‘the,proper reallsgtlonhthat

we: were their prisoners.

A week or so afterwards We Were again moved,
this tlme to Kilmainham Jall Kilmainham of the,many
memories of other times, other people. and other '
causes, famous and infamous, w1th 1ts.age-long
association with Ireland's fighﬁ againsm.alieh Xaw ,
and the: more recent. phase, the Black and Tan.

struggle and the 1916 executions. Kllmalnham of
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hallowed memories and of gloricus: sacrlflce.
Whlleawalting outside something borderinv on a.
sensational escape occurred as: one of the priscners
leisurexg'stepped from one of the:lorries aqd‘walkéd
aqrossvthe road, entering a shop at the: far side.

It was hard to imagine any prisoner-so~cobmly'and'sa
easually making such an attempt at escape.withoﬁt
interferenée-from.thenmfeaty forces who were there

in such great: numbers. That thrill was small
cpmpared.to;the=6ne:we:received when We'entered.the-
jail and "presented® ourselves to:our'prospectivé
jailers q'Dan MacCarthy, Séén 0 Murthuile and a few
other notabilities. @f‘the tﬁo, Dan was the least
iiked,that day. Many bitter_and.uncbmpiimentary
comments-were.expréssed by some. of the priéoners,

How could one picture him as jailer - the Dan that

we knew -so well in the recent past as "Siﬁn,Eéin
Director of Elections™ and withrwhom, and under whom,
many of us had served in a number of exc1ting election
contests. . Reflection on past:. days or past events
had. no other purpose than to.exaggerate theﬂapparently
unrealistic-natufes of jailer and jailed, and of the:

. two: species we, as prisoners, had sound cause. to
appraise that in that. "durance vile' ours was, perhaps;
the lesser role, being "guests" of some slight value

and importance.

So after-wejwere-duly recorded, ﬁot in letters
" of gold be it noted, we were ceremoniously, or
otherwiéei ushéred into éhe interior darkness of the
priéon.proper, having in the meantime being
furnished with the various hiceties of blankeps and

utensils and made aware of regulations governing
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prisohers. | Théawing‘into which our party was
deposited.lqoked'anything but inviting, much as it
would have looked to a Paﬁnell, é.Pearse, or anyf

. other of the brave men or women whose lot was casﬁ :
there._ It was dark, dank,‘squalid, miserable to
‘behold. It.even smelt of these inside as it |
Iooked to be from the outside. It was the very
'personificétion of everything ﬁhat;was:loaﬁhsbme”
‘hideous and foul. - That was how it appeared to us
at: first sight on that:Juiy day - whén'outéide thé
Wsup‘was splitting the trees', ~ The. fact that it was
on theﬂcondemnedﬂ;list'and regarded as unhabitable
did not enhance its reputation or its appearance.
Hdw.true to say‘thatjit was typicalky prison-like,
and on that account.true té form and;characﬁeristia.
That it was appailing, overcoming end crushing |
few, if any, of its inmates could;otherwise‘testify.
Fresh air was an unknown forbidden quantity.

Even the sanitary arr&ngeménts were af-a nature
primitive and unsuitable, so much so that repairs
nad to be affected almost daily, giving a fair share
of work to plumbers and inducing_ciashes.bétween

jailers and jailed.

One of the first reactions of the'prisoners
to the.étnffy, unventilated atmosphere of their
prison abode became manifest when cell windows were
broken in order  to permit the entry. of fresh air
and the emission of foul‘air;. Some even went further
and gave practical.demonstrations of how ﬁig;iron'
doors were torn down in Mountjoy and other places
of recent date. Unfortunately, these otherwise

utilitarian objects had many disadvantages. They
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caused'éndless draughts and‘uncontrollabiy strong
gusts of wind tmamelléd thrOugh‘the'building.

' Truly air-conditioning with a vengeance! Thereby
we: were: afforded many opportunities to breathe God's
pure air a la mode, at the risk of being'éaught'in
air pockets or in.the,maﬁy’vécuums thét were created
at; cell entrances. One had to be very wary E
inﬂéed in negotiéting'the landings withoutilosiné

cne*s equilibrium or ‘one's breatihs.

The prisoners‘lot in that prison could not be
regarded as being haﬁpy of pleasant. From the
étart the: relations between the jailers and the:
jailed were. of & strained and provoking nature:, °
There. the political issue was fought out,'expressed
and regaled to suit the occasion. Plaiﬁly the
prisoners showed little love or regard for their
jailers, and in éiﬁilar'vein those Wwho ﬁRan<the ’
prison" did so on the:grounds&%hat;everything\in
the gerden was lovely, in other words the prisoners
. were inhaﬁiting a veritable'pafadise. Co-operation
was practiéed‘in a mild way. ~Each side kept the
other -at arms length. Séﬁetimes'relationship.was
only of a tolerable nature; one: side - the prisoners -
asking the least favours; thefother side ~ phe jailers
offering little on the point that they Weme_governe&
by prison regulétions, prison codes and prison
diseipline.  The main difficulty for exercising
co-operation seemed to be centred partly around the
‘prisoner system but chiefly against. the prison
personnel. These proﬁed tobe.déterrenf factors
against. the: day to day normal.co-operation that

even under British regime was found to be necessary
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where the interests qf "political prisoners" was at
stake., But in 1922 the T.R.A. prisoners disdained
fo'have;"any trucking with the Staters®. Perhaps
that was not the best attitude to adopt in such a
situation. Yet. it was an understandébleﬁone

if viewed from the angle of continuing the fight
even behind ‘the prison bars, emphasised by the trend
of the new order in which their and our loyaities

were fashioned, controlled or enforced.

What a very strange and a most extradrdinary
phenomenon‘was the: new order of fhings?’ The: o0ld
order hath changed, departed, evacuated; the new'
one taking over, cohsolidating and maintaining all
such 1andmarks and such institutidné that formerly
bore the title of being foreigﬁ or of féreigh
delineation. Was It not a peculiar reversion
on the part of those who, acting as jailers in
their several capacities then, were oncé,.if not often,
before, jailed and in jail for nd'worse crime than the
one alleged against us and no worse cause than the
one we esboﬁéed - that of complete and sovereign |
Jrish independencew, Were we worse than they?

If they en their pért got satisfaction for the roie.
they_wefe playing in that episode, could we be

blamed for deriving even a Little meed of comfort

in the: thought that they, and not we, had changed
'with the times, and changing were on the wrong side

- of the bars. -

Even in jail it is not perhaps always possible.
to- apply non co-operation as a fixed principle .

or in its strictest sense. Many reasons could be

advanced for and against such & policy, but generally
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speaking some form qf co-operation Was-essential
if for.no other reason than that of preserving our
rights: to be treated as priséﬁers.of‘war4orAas
political prisoneré, notlthét'the Staters treated us
othérwisé-a rather to their credit they treated us
in some.such way - thus folloﬁing in line with a
riéht tﬁét:had.been secured under-British_rule.
it:followed then as a matter of importance, some
ﬁight say expediency, fhat if the conditions as were
thgn'prevailing‘were to cbntinue,.some method of

co-operation or liaison between prison authorities

and prisoners would have to be secured. lMany of

our men were adverse to such an arrangement for

many reasons, a particular one being that by so doing
we, that is our spokesmen, "would be got at! |

and become the cat®s paw of the other side. Eventually
oppoéition to the course was toned down,; the prisoners

by open election selected a council of officers

'to control and administer prison affairs. Jerry

Goldenjwas selected first 0/C of prisoners.

Officers were also appointed toe each of the 1andings.'

By that means the internal government of the

prison devolved on the prisoners theﬁselves, who,

as: a result were left free to carry out their own
affairs without having them conducted by the prison
staff or those working with them. - Liaison, therefore,
was established between théfofc prisbnefs and the

prison governor.

Our numbers in the meantime had been
increasing and soon the portion of the jail a@llotted
to us was filled to capacity - to more than

capacity. Various typeé.and degrees formed the
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prisoners" circle, among them some important
notabilities in the Republican Army, the D&il and

the Republican cause: the O/C éf the Dublin Brigade,
Oscar Traynor, the intrepidiElying Column leader,

Tom Barry of Cork, the former envoy of the lrish
Republic: in Paris and Rémé, Seén’Tﬁ 0O"Kelly, the
former deputy of D&il Bireann, Sefn MéEntee,and
the_Commandant of the ist'Dublin Battalion, Patrick
Holohan. Other big fellows and small boys in

the T.R.4, and Fianna were jumbled together, making
a complete whble; chéracters like, Tom O"Hanrahan,
Emmet Humphries (nephew of the:é“Rahilly ﬁho was |
. killed in action in Easter Week 1916), Hugh end Jack
Early, Martin Hogan, Se&n Saunders, Gabriel O'Brien,
Tim and Tom Rohan, Stephen O'Connor, Paddy Cahill,
the brothers O'Carroll, Mick Dwyer, Paddy Morrissey,

' -Andy Clerkin, Paddy Cahill, Seén Pagan,

McSherry, the: men of different Batfalions of the
Dublin Brigade, from the Black North (including the
Derry Brigade), as well as I.R.A. men from the .

south, east and west of Ireland.

Bach cell that normally was capable. of
holding one prisoner accommodated two then, and
three men to each of the gnd roons = termed store
rooms. The latter contaihed‘fire'places._ The.
cells, of course, possesée& no such lﬁxury.
Generally the prisoners® staff or landing leademf
occupied these storeirooms as they afforded space.
for carrying out the various types of work in
"which they'were.engaged. The amenities, a table.
aﬁdrchairs, added to the comforts of the .place.

Many of the cells bore different titles, descriptive
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of their garrison or associated with form of
‘acmivity_in which their inhabitants were recently’
engaged - “Hughests gerrisenw, “orants garrison®,
“The,Diggers” to mention but a feW; Already some
of the cells bpre;various marking and designations,
names of I.R.A, meﬁ from 1916 énwards; moﬁtosw
' mscrlp,tlons of great men and great events
connected w1th the fight for freedom. Oh_
hallowed memories of the "six glorious years““
We were destined to link our names and our fortunes
with those who had served Ireland prev1ously
in Kilmainham, a llnk that meant a continuation
of a fight that was still being waged. Fate was
kind to us in that we had not forsaken the past;
oﬁr’lot wae;shared with those§who-had'borne privation,
anxiety and sacrifice within these self same |
cells. 0f such things, andﬂbecausezof them, we
‘entered into spiritual communion With them.
May be no less true, noble:andeself-sacrificing
than they who paid:the,pfice:of sacrifice facing
firing sguads, tﬁe hangman“s noose. or the lonely
prison cell, ' |

“Ear°far‘apart, from each kindred heart

And death hangs, none can tell,

While, as already mentioned, Kilmainham jail then
‘was, not the happiest durance vile in Elreann, it
was not always unpleasant or unlnterestlng.
If anything, we were a happy-ge-lucky community,
" generally fond of gaiety, ;eyelry and, in some cases,
an over-abundenceadf hoise. - These were trans;ated
into War-criesg masical and unmusical interludes,

mild war-like fantasies to suit the moods, the -

fancies and the tempers of those who wished to have



39,

Ia roliicking good tiﬁe even though the heavens fell.
Straﬁge how sbme.people cnﬁld give‘bent to their
feelings by créating a fegular'din,_by giving fﬁil

' scope to their lungs and full play to utensils

of fhe tin can varietj, with the "musical"

- accompaniment of iron raiiingswand bannisters

.so liberally placed éround the landings, sofietimes
in such a. hond strain and of such ferocious
orchestration as to invite the preéence of the
jailer or his guards, and the showering threats to
put a stop te the noise. Strange how sound
'travels in such a place; the.gen;lest patter of
feet, the slightest: movement énd the tiniest breeze
through fhe windows or alongﬂthe-passages.echoed
and re-echoed far and wide ithhe building.
Especially was this notigeableﬂin quiet; moments
such as: during the night. Theﬁfit waélghastly,
egerie, uncanny. But in the  daytime and before
"lights out™ in the. night, normal life and

ordinary movements cbuld be c1aséified as being
one long drewn-out shuffling sound, rising and.
falling'intermittenfly, yet never: seeming to sﬁbsi@e.
But when a few of the "wild spirits®" would play

mad music with tﬁeir improvised instruments,,
'.?hat:ever'and anon éént a dreadful.pulsating
disharmony through space, the high glass'roof
acﬁﬁg as a kind of acoustic agparatus to spread

its violent sounds about, it;became a thousand
times worse and more deafening. “These were, if
anythiné, unmusical and tﬁmultuous mad capers
designed for fun and carried out for sheer
dbwhright mérriment. How much more deafening, and

eaéily more noisy, was the galaxy of bottle
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orchestration and war-like pranks in imitation of
machine gun'and artillery fire which a few of the
boys induliged in at odd moments -to tease the guards,,
and, in so doing, brought the governors wrath on
theﬁ fof=the;r devilment and unseemly conduct.

The presence. of the gaolers and the guards in this
way only served to increase the fun f6r~the
révellers, who, satisfied with their orgy, desisted,
only te start afresh on some other occasion.

AThen other ways were adopted to provoke maddening

sounds and show off their latent: “talent™ to effect.

Fhe: younger-spirits Wereaha:dly efer-at ease,,
indeéed could hardly be kept so when It waé-a |
question of putting in their time without having
any other form of relaxation to oceupy their time
" or attention. Theirs was not the task to sit
numb and dumb within environments that had no
earthly resemblance to a paradise. Consequently
every 'known and every unknown device to engage in
horse-play and frolics was avalled dfn from
belaboﬁring their fellow-spirits, all.in sport and
according to the game, to the carrying on of loud
conversations or the emission of gufféws.or cat-calls
issued from one landing to another, or from the top
to the bottom of the wing, deep1enough and loud
enough ‘to' be heard‘mayhaps in the: Governor's office
some fair distance removed from the prisoners”’
quarters, if they were not héard beyond the.jail.
One of the greatest sources of annoyance to the
jailers. was: the use the prisoners madevpf some of
the windows to communicate: to their relatives,
sweethearts and friends-outside, Suﬁh a system

of spontaneous.and.untensored communication was ngt
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'-alloWed b& the reigning prison authorities, who,
in egercise of their office and,because.qf prison
regulations, insisted and upheld that all forms of
rcommunicatioﬁ,between the prisoners and the cutside
world and vicg versa should g6 by ordinary

prison chenne;s; undergoing a most.meficuloué and
thorough censoringfin the process. In accofdance _
with the usual practiée@ prisoners were:permitfed
to. write and receive letters; it.was the: one: and
principal means qflcommunication, all'otherrmodes
being regarded. as against: wehe regulations".

But even .in piisén.wayS’and,ﬁeans cen be found

to side-track the machination of the prison code.
It:is‘worthy.of note that in Kilmainham jail at -
that period, secret communication channels were
afailableswhereby the spoken or written word
infiltrated to the outer-regions into the safe
custody of many an anxious and deétraCted relative:
and friend. No need here to digress on the
‘pelative value and importéhce:of the personal
messages which an odd prisoner'wasrable;to pass
‘out in that way. Our concern for the moment .

is to adumbrate on that other form of oral
communication and interegommuhication as carried
on from the prison. At £he=tim& in quéstibn

"the windows on the east end of. the prison gave a
good view to the bridge at the upper end of
ISlahdbridge. The distance diwviding these points
was. roughly a hundréd‘yards. Al;.such
commuinications had to be shouted aloud. Under
such conditions they could not be regarded as
secrétive or personal, It so happengd that élmosm

at ahy part of the day some relative or friend
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would congregate for the purpose: of seeing their
beloved ones speaking/gﬁ;m ovér the air, fha£
system of communication embraced mahy topics, family
affaifs, political. matters, love tokens and
miscellaneous gossip and interchange of opinioné.‘
Sometimes it was availed of by some: of the
prisonérs to proﬁagate:views on_prison conditions,
the;ﬁay we were housed,_treafed or contfoiled.
There We-re.occ.asidnst too, when advahtage.was

taken to render-a few bars of a song. Not

infrequently a large audience would assemble at

“the bridge below, despite the many attempts of the

State soldiers to disperse them. Shots were of ten
fired-at the prisoners thus engaged and at the
pecople: for assembling or engaging-inithat unlawful
practice of communicatioﬁ'with the prisoners..

That. form of commuﬁication was alwayé a bone .of

contention. between the gaolers and the prisoners.

Many prisoners risked their lives in
persisting in the attempt, tléven if only for spite®
as; some- of thém declared. Quite a good deal of
it was conducted in order to make fun of the guards
and to egg them on to: shoot. Much of the
conversations bordered on.therridiculous, savouring
of jokes and fun than . of any serious matter or
interest. As often as not some of the guards were
amused. by the wise-cracks and.jesting.remarks'
hurled across space, and meny a rousing cheer or

jeer emanated from other prisoners inside when they

' were not annoyed by the manner and character of the

running commentary indulged in by the communicant.

Hoiw often indeed d&id individual. prisoners poke:

~ fun at the expense of "the poor softee®" for his
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efforts in éntertaining his listeners, even to the

" extent of making him look and feel and look

ridiculous? Oftentimes the simplest conversation

~and fhe;slightest remark was treated in friendly

bantér_by the: prisoners. Generally they went
even further thaﬁ that: sought to hold the
prisoners?* offibeis;respbnsiblg for not maintéining
proper order within the fold,; in other words
suggesting that. the piisoners“ Jeaders encouraged
the proceedings when they did not.exercise |
sufficient authority to stop them.  The uocétivé
exhibitions that found expression;in;broadca&tiné
néws across space were availed of by a minprity
of the prisoners, quite: a number of whom did it
for funt's sake or ﬁo put the “Staters on edgesh.
Genefally speékingr'the=bulk.of the prisoners
there remained very much in the. background,

and gave: Iitﬁle,countenance.dn94way or other

o such affairs,'eveh refused to come to the

windows: when requested to do so in order to speak
to theif friends.etc, outside. But the prison
staff did not, perhaps, know these thinga.

It would have been impolite and impnliti@ for any

of the prisoners to mention them. Obviously

these outbursts caused as much concern and

uneasiness to them as to our*own'leaders. On. -
many oceasions it looked as if there:wouldﬁbe a.
“éhOWbdown&, that they would resort to force to
prevent their re-occurrence. On many occasions
thefpriéoners" spokesmen had to play diplomacy
with the prison staffriﬁ order to meollify them,

whose attitude in the: matter was that "if the
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then we: shall have to enforce diseipline in our own
way®. As against that course, the prisoners" lea&ersf
always adverse %o iﬁférence by the jailers in £he
internai arrangements as affecting our status as
'priséners of war or politicél prisoners, prevailed
on the men to desist. leanwhile many tﬁings had
occurred to blow gentle words of persuasion or
entreaty-sky high - when the prison authorities
exercised their-ppwer to stop the practice by the
.use: of sharpﬂshootefs from the,prison.grounds to.
fire: on any prisoner appearing at the cell windows.
Many a pot. shot was taken, and many & bullet found
its billet in the cell or ce;ls used for communicating
ér-at;prisoners who were seen looking out of the
cell windows , while. the guards inside made attempts
townip:it from its source by making repeated raids
on the offending cells or the issuing of. commands
to "stop that communicating". These efforts on
their-pa;f aggravated a few of the boIder
prisoners, who in turn, rather than be outdone in
the matter, tried,.in.somé:casés‘by pretence and
make-believe, to‘create:the-1mpression.that:they
would not desist,  Much or'this;was_donezin.order
to rile the guards and caﬁse thenm to fire, It;wda
fun to the "wild spirits" when bad shots weré
registered;ror even when shots Were.fireq.at.all.
Bu£, alasand alack, the time came when such action
on the part of the.guards resulted in several of
our men being wounded. One: of these was Paddy
Hobb=, wWho, it appears, was in the 1mmedlate
vicinity of the cell window when & shot entered?

ricochetted, inflieting injuries on parts of his
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body. Other men received minor injuries,

- scratches and grazings ete. from time to time.

A good deal of friction occurred between
the prisoners and the prison staff over the food
as supplied. Sometimes the food was rank,
other times it was badly and imprdperly cooked.
The result of this was that we hever could be sure
of_a proper m,eaL‘ZI'..ﬂ the dinner especially being the
main dish around which centred mbst of the. clashes
that occurred. Re jection of the profefred food
frayéd the not aitogethér sweet. tempers of the
prison staff, with.drastic'consequences for the
prisoners who, in many sueh instances, had to do
_; without or had to be satisfied with some make-shift
alternative, often of the tin canned variety..
| Makeshift meals they were indeed, which even with
food parcels we received from our familes or friends
_wefe inadequate to make up for the loss 6f wholesome.,
hot and well cooked meals. What:a terrible waste
of money, time and labouf? and for which there |
could be no justification. -.The fact, too, that the
food was declared fit for consumption and cooked
by army personnel made the case more ?élpable,
for the prisoners had no hand, act or paft in its
preparation or service generally, although some of
our men were butchers, cooks etc. who could have
perforﬁed the work had other arrangements beén
made to meet such a. situation. Redress was not
easily forthcoming ffom the prison officials,'or
some. of them, ocn such an issue, as they most of
the time looked upon our complaints as being

prompted by the desire to black ball them

and to make propaganda over our treatment.
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It took more than a normal dose of persuasion

tb eonvince them.that our complaints oﬁ the score
were génuine, but not befdre:émple-proof was.' ’
furhishedAand when, asfa-last;resort” we refused to
accept the food subplied unlesg it was passed by
ocur prisoner comrade the butcher. Often in such
contingéncies:food was: refected for being unsound,
badly cooked or when it was, served in dirty

containers,

The: "troubles" and "“scenes" assoclated with
Asuch én unsatisfactory food service; did not
'cohtribute:td the establiéhment or maintenance
of good relations and good manners between the
prison officials and the prisoners. Not
uncommonly the prisoners! spokesmen Were.hard'pu;
to it trying to convince them that our grievances
were: genuine.  They, the prison staff, were sore
becausegnews:ofrthe bad food:supply had been
circulated outsidg:- news that was smuggled out -
our friends outside taking advantage of it "to.
show up" the bad administration of the prisdn. 
That "shoﬁing up" had been effected not alone
on the food problem but on other matters as well -
the inadeQuaté and unheaithy sanitary conditions,
the uﬁsuitable'hygiene arrangementsiwhereby we |
were denied-prober facilities to keep ourselves
normslly clean, the. absence of beths or bathing
emenities and; in general, the.unclean and
dilapidatéd nature of the prison. On. top of these
complaints was the fact that the place had been
previouslj condemmed by the=British. Anyone.

of these complaints might have created a furore

among decent people unless, like the priscn officials,
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they lulled themselves into the belief that they were ﬁut
fbrward for prépaganda purposes only. - In connection with the
~ reports then circulating outside . it is ﬁell‘to meﬁtion that at
the time the writer was the prisoners' spokesman, Sean McEntee,
as adjutant prepared the documents by.directiop of the Council
appointed by the prisoners.  To opr'surprise, that dodument‘was
publicised by our outside friends and, to our surprise,also,

' some amelioration in the conditions prevailing resulted when,
" eventually, a fairly good food service and facilitles to bathe
were secured. Other improvements were made to lessen the
hardships under which we were jailed, but no aﬁqunt of good
wishes or pious intentions could Supply‘a hundred per éent
sanitary sefvice unless it was totally scrapped and a new one
installed. ;We‘were accordihgly doomed to put up with it, such
as it was, temporary repairs and all thrown in to the
consequential incon#eniences'that éccrued-atfregular or

irregular intervals.

The liaison between the prison staff and the prisoners .
was seldom if ever 6f the best or of a satisfactory nature.
The animosity engendered by the Treaty issue and the recent figh
ing, then regarded as the "eivil war® hardly contributed to good
fellowship or even good coﬁduct on either side. None was asked
for and none was given. There was always a feeling abroad which
suggested that they were the ‘“~victors and we_fhe vanquished;
they were right and we were wrong; they wer§ benévplenﬁ and we
truculent, unreasonable, spiteful. As we had no common ground
except such as was endemic in the titles - jailed and jailers -.
our feelings were mutusl and our purposes divided: two important
attribﬁtes that went very far in regulating prison affairs to
the inconvenience of the former and the convenience of the
latter side. Every moment that passed increased the tension
that existed, and encouraged the feeling, on the part of the
prisoners, that their wishes and their demands for amelioration
of their con@itions or even the obtaining of necessary

privileges (with all due respects to their status as prisoners
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of war; for practically all the prisoners incarceraﬁed there
at the time had been caught in action or due to the part they
had taken in the armed conflict then raging) and on the part
of their jailers, or some of them, who kept rigidly to
regulations, and showed little 1nclination to play ganme with
us, to the point of making the Jail a paradise when, already

we were getting the same food as their own men and they were
doing their best for us, anyway. Not that all the prison
staff always visibly acted such a part out of spleen or»malice.

rather were they'more prone to give us juet as little ax they

could and nothing beyond what ﬁas-prescribed. |

Sometimes, however, individual members of the staff couls
be condescending in generosity of speech and in manner to
1ndividua1.members of the prisoners' staff. Nor that the
prisoners or their leaders sought to impress their Jailers;
or even that the prisoners selecteo their leaders for such
reasons; rather such was never taken into account by them,
good, bad or indifferent by way of making any appeal to the
good graces or generosity of their Jailers on their behalf.
On the contrary, selection was made on the grounds of
protecting the prisoners' interests and effairs. Why should
they care about the feelings, the desires and the intentions -
of the prison staff towards them? Yet 1t did happen that,
without inflicting any injury to the men, or the cause thef
had at heart, a certain man, or certain men representing them,
might, as it were, touch tender hearts in and secure tender
mercies from their opposite numbers, even on the doubtful
score of being“good fellows", or deemed to be such in the
other fellows eges. It was ineredible to think that such an
accommodating spirit could exiet in such a situation. In
truth it never did to any appreoiable'extent._ It might have
been so under the British-regime; it was harﬁly"possiblé with
their successors, for one solid reason thet the prisoners
forbade anything in the nature of absolute good fellowship
br friendly approach or conduct towards the prison starf.
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In connectién with that matter it is pertinent to reflgct‘
that the prisoners were acutely sensitive to, and prone . to be
highly suspicious of anj leader or spokesman who showed him-
self to bé_on intimate friendly terms with the Staters from
' the top down. ."Keep them at arms length" seemed to bé regarded
as thg best poliéy to adopt under the paﬁticular circumstanbes.‘
Perhaps some of the prisen personnel would, if they'could,
make conditions easier for us; some of them may have felt sonrj
‘for oqr-piight then because of old times sake; pgrhaps they |
hoped that some measure of harmony shou;d obtain between them
and the prisoners and vice versa. Perhapé, on the other hand,
they secured satisfaction in the fact that we were in safe
_keeping, and not capable of doing any great physical or
material damage to their Treaty cause, and, being so séfé, we
would favoui their friendship rather than their animosity _
and that the salutary experience of prison might bring us to
a full assessment of the error of our'ways and an understahding
that the nev political order had come to stay. Whatever the
inelination, or the will on the part of individual officers
of the prison staff, to perform singu;ar acts of merey or to
show ordinary human kindness to the prisoners, the predominahce
of political animosity prevailed in the long run.to erect
barriers sufficiently strong and fqrmidable to prevent any
real or satisfactory intercourse or modé'of fraternisation
whatever except such as related to interviews between the
spokesmen appointéd by the prisoners and the governor or his
aide. The prisoners on their part thought‘that course the

desirable '

“most advisabie and proper one, arguing that there was no point
in showing a volte face there, in pretending tp be conciliatory

or appeasing when at heart they were not so.

Germane to the relations that existed between the
- prisoners and the prison.staff and indeed between the prisoners
and the armed guarde, was the question of polities. On that

_issue the prisoners held the view'that they were right and on

the right side, although there was every indiecation that our
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;jailers wbuld have us regard ourselveslas being in the wrong

in fighting on the wrong side and the role'we.were then, as
prisoners, playing. They, our jailers, made every show that bhe
theyrwere_right, politically and in regard to their administra-
tion of ths prison, with special emphasis on their political
leanings and affiliations. Practically everything the prisoners
did that fell short of admitting the politiecal and prison
status of their jailers was regarded as wrong and bore the
stamp of being conducted for ‘propaganda purposes, as if the
-prisoners or thelir leaders had no just cause for complaint in
respect to their treatment and the things which wnder the
regulations they knew to be their just rights or privileges
whichevsr was the more applicable in their case. In
generalising in'this way, however, ip must not bé,sssumed that
alllthe prison staff were unduly Ungeneroﬁs, harsh or spiteful;
there were individﬁal cases where a friendly gesture, a kind
word.and a not overbearing attitude went a long wﬁy in toning
down the temper of the prisoners who, out of common human
kindnsss, reciprocated and pai& full respect to such as behsved
in that way. Uhfortunately, the number of officers or guards
(our jailers) who showed no considerations in that, or in any -
other respects were few and :ar between. We had perforce to
plough the stormy sea of prison'life with ths mariner's luck
supportéd by a faithful crew, depending on our united“efforts,
and sustained by the thought that all is not lost yet.

Invariably Kilmainham Prison at that time could boast of
a mixum éatherum‘of prisoners. ' All types were represented
there. Could we but record the history of each individual
~ Volunteer what would it unfold? Men who had served in Easter.
~ Week, men who had suffered previsus‘terms of imprisonment and
internment, men who had engaged in flying columns etc. and men
who'had in one form or other kept the flag of Ireland_flying
vhen danger lurked the land. What about Tom Barry - the great,
- perhaps the greatest flying column leader? His magnificent and
daring exploits in tﬁéisouthern counties, hitting bitter and
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and v.ital blows against a foe that was numerically and
materially more than a match for him and his small detachments.
By all tokens he was the hero of many & hard fought and
successful ambushj his masterly leadership and superb courage
appraised by gallant guerillas in the fight against British
soldiery and Black and Tans. Could one think of any‘of those
extraordinary and soul-stirring events without a Tom Barry?
No, because his name was inseparably linked with deeds of
valour, of renown and of glory that were neither second-rate

nor unimportant in the military history of the time.

Take another case: Jerry Golden, a pot very spectacular
type,_perhaps,'but nangtﬁeless a typical and pgrtinent one.
Ever heard of‘Ashbourne'and the little'band of Volunteers that
were out with'Thomas Ashe in the memorable Baster Week? Jérry
had been-in the Bearna Baoighal at Cabra Bridge in the early
part of the Rising and, when eventually it had to be abandoned
the garrison there withdrew, énd he made his way to link up wit
Ashe's men of the Fingal Brigade. Their gXpldits are part of
the history of thﬁt eventful period. As a result of their
actions then many of that garr;sdn, including their commandant,
" Thomas Ashe, received various terms of imprisonment, some of
them cormuted death sentences. Jerry Golden found himseif
undergoing his "term" in several'English prisons. Reléased in
- June 1919, he vas lqéer,given charge of the tréining of
cyclists in the 1st Battalion. In 1921 he beceme captain of
#I# (Cyelists') Coy. A short time afterw#rds he was again |
#rreéted and rélegsed at the General Amnesty in December 1921,
and here he was again for the third tiﬁe'Fdoing time".

| Another flgure, Osggr Traynor, served Ireland in the
historic Rising of Easter 1916 as an officer in E/Coy. the 2nd
Battalion, Dublin Brigade, Irish_Volumteers. Interned at

Frongoch, he was released at the General-Amnesty in Dec. 1916.
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When Dick McKee became 0/C. of the Dublin Brigade, Oscar was
apﬁoiﬁted coﬁmandanx of'ihe 2nd Battalion,-a position which he
~held until November 1920, when, affer the slaying of McKee, he
became Brigadier in charge of the Dublin Brigade I.R.A,‘ Under
| his authority the plans for the initiatioh and a good share of
the activities of the active service unit could be traced. The
first initial meet;ng of that body was addressed by Brigadiei
Iraynor in January l921. .Ever hear of the burning of the Custom
House in May 19217 Whether you did or not, Traynor's name was
associated with the planning of that vast operation which
successfully'weakened British c¢ivil administration in Ireland :
and brought about a Truce between the British and the l.R;A,
forces. - | o

Ever hear of Sean McEntee, one of the gallant erew of Irish
Volunteers from the “wee north" of Ireland who was a friend-
associaye.of Pearse,-end other chiefs of the period, who oame‘out
in Baster Week 1916 and operated around the Co. Louth. For his
complicity in the exploits then he was sentenced to &eatﬁ,,
commuted to a term of imprisonment, part of ﬁhicﬁ was spent in
Englieh prisons until the amnesty in Jume 1919, when he was
~ liberated. Not only did he serve Ireland subse;uently, but
over a nomber of years has beeg elected'representative in the.
constituent essembly,'Dall Eireann. In recent tlmes he had been
in charge of a party of men’engaged iﬁ making a tunnel from a
house convenient to Mountjoy Jail for the purpose of effecting

the rescue of I.R.A. prisoners incarcerated there.

You would_not, perhaps, have.very much knowledge of the -
lesser fry, the common rank and file volunteer and the little
Fianna boys who formed the main body of prisoners in Kilmainham
then. To pick them at random. Take, for instance, Emmet
Humphries, a nephew of the indomitable self-sacrificing 0'Rahilly
of Easter Week fame. There,'yonder, ls'Jimmy McArdle, a l916
-veteran, a man not merely in years but in fact, who rendered

service in the Four Courts under Captain Frank Fahy, Lieut.
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Joseph McGuinness and Lieut. Peadar Clancy. He had served two

Jperlods of intermment in Frongoch in 1916, and Ballykinlar from
December 1920 to Decenter 1921.

Look at the little Fianna Boys, ‘Sean Saunders, Gabriel
|0'Brien, Stephen 0'Connor, Tom and Tim Rohan, etc. These 1ittle
fellows, if they were not regarded as great in the military.
achievements or glories of the past, had contributed a share
in support of the I.R.A. fight against thé British, thus showing
a continuity of service in Ireland's cause. That list could be
multiplied many times Qver.l Such és it is, it conveys a
representation of.types and characters no less'remarkablg or
insignificant'thaﬁ those who, during théhprevious six years,
accepted imprisonment and internmént for 5 good cause., Away
with the cruel accusations of those who sought to stigmatize
them as qff-shoots; irregulars, bank-robbers, ﬁreckers, pée-
-Truce Volunteers and "he'er-do-wells". In point of fact,lmany |
of the prisoners ﬁookmno'second pl&cérin'respect to national-
service, record or fame to any on the Treaty side. They could
have chosen and followed a different path by remaining aloof
-_'o; by going over to thé ofher side. Their choice brought no
better rewgrd than the.prison existence of a.dreaiy and dismal
Kilmainham. So be itl |

Was not fate cruel'féfﬁé'thaﬁlﬁhilé,we”Were-p;isonefs in
Kilmainham very strange and extréordinary things had happened,
or were happening, in the outside world, so near and yet so far
away from us? Political events in vhich by a clever stratagem
the Government of the Irish Free State functioned without a
parliament, when some of the republicans who had been elected
were too busy with affairs connected with military conflict or
unwilling to subscribe to the taking of the oath of allegiance
found themselves powerless to exert influence on a situation

where the element of a coup d'état was proximately present
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objectively the Free Staters appeared to have the first round

"of the game and, according to their own showing, were

undisputed masters in control of polltical affairs and 1n
military pursuits carrying on the war against republicans
throughout the différent parts of the country. Labour,

as repreéented-by the Labour group, could not be said to.be
in opposition to the new Parliament; they; like the rabid
Treatyites, professed fo_ﬁork the Trééty, every clause ef-ib.
and principle'of_it. We had learned a lot of news, through
the medium of'new arrivals, to our fraternity community many
of whom had been captured in action in different counties.

We could nbt-be expected to know everything, but we were told
quite enough to. convince us that the war was being continued
1n various ways by blg operations or.in small.guarilla ﬁarties
like as during the Black and Tan regime.  The latter, apparentl;
was then being resorted to by'the I.R.A. as we were often made

aware by the sounds of sniping and detonations vwhich reached

our ears from time to time.

A1l the vhile we Wwere engrossed in our affairs as concernec

- our position as prisoners, some worrying on in a happy-go-lucky

way and others trying to while away the time according to their
moods or theilr desires. Study we could not, a reading was more
a burden than a pleasure in such a bleak miserable hole.
Hobbies were neither possible nor feasible under such c¢circum-~
stances. These were'relégated to nothingness in comparison to
the urge to make as light of our durance vile as circumstances
permitted and by partaking of mild forms of recreation, exercise
and amusements which were of a limited nature'owing to the
Sparcity of sufficient space and scope to afford muscles and
limbs full play. Indeed, space, like mgny other things, was on
the ration lists the little that was availgble in the exercisge
yard particularly so. Important as these matters weré, théy
cou;d not be considered‘as of very deép concern to, at least,

a few of the prisoners who, breeding an'iﬁtense obsession of
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dislike -for the prison and all things and effects appertaining
thereto planned_td attempt escaping. Escapeitis spread
throngh the jail at high fever pitcﬁ. Many efforts were made
in that direction. One of these, originating in the alert
mind of an individual prisoner - Paddy Grant - had a quite
modest beginning and almost a successful termination. Seizing
a favourable opportunity, he donned himseif'in @ungarees and,
pretending he was one of the workmen who were then engaged in -
the prison in fepairing the sanitary system, he appeared at
the door or gateway which served as the main entrance to the
wing. Luck favoured him when the sentry there permitted him to
pass‘thfongh igto the passage-way that brought him to the vital
| door that separated him from the world outside. How heimuét
have relished the thought of shﬁking the prison dust from his
feet in the sight of libefty's goal! Alas, there's many a Slip
'twixt the cup and the lip. The gateway to freedom and away
barred his advance. He was detected and, grief in his heart,
placed“ﬁack in his_fbimef-abode. Poor fellow, he deserved a
better reward for his pains, so simple, so audacious and so

nearlyisuccessful were they.

Another and a bolder and bigger attempt to escape deserves
recording. Plans vere prepared to get out a few of the leading
lights among the prisoners. On a certain night, or a certain
midnight, thé movement ﬁegan, It appears arrangements had been
made with one or more of the guards who, incidentally, had been
bronghtlover for the purpbse, for a safe escape. Nohe but a vez
few prisoners outside those who were on the list to escape wefe
sufficiently in the know of the grand plans. When the appointed
hour,zaro hour, came dead silence reigned in the prison, most of
the prisoners being in very deep slumber. The proverbial rin, k
had it been dropped to the ground, could have been easily heard
ip'thi quietude and eerie stillness of that eventful occasion.
Lé, the excitemgnt and the pent-up feelings occasioned by the
géod prospects to effect escapé, which were both electrifying
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and intense. Preparatory plans had to be made in a noiseless,

suppressed'and'feetrained manner in order not to alarm the

~ guards or to awaken curiosity among the vast bulk of the
~ prisoners. It was a moment for quick decisive ahd definite

action. Cautiously, quietly and noiselessly the would-be
escapees moeed one at a time from their cells in stockinged
feet, along the landings and into the corridor which normally

- was controlled by prisoh,guards.- The several shimmering, hardl

discernible sounds,_the almost hush-hush of the proceedings -~
one could, as it were, hear the suppressed breathing, the vefy
heartbeats of the principal cast as they scurried by - were
both uncanny and‘mysterious. Suspense, anticipation end
optinism heightened as the seconds and the minutes ped. And

" then when we,.of those of us who had an inkling of the

proceedings, thought that the men should be down in the yard
on what was the last stage of their journey to liberty, a shot
rang out that sent a quivering shock through us watchers

-making us wonder, in bated breath and anxious intent, whether

the plan had succeeded or otherwise. Could anything have gone
wrong at the last moment and most vital point of the attempted
escape? The answer came to us soon after when the sounds .of
‘ecampering, hustling and hastj movements broke the former
stillness of the prison indicating that the plan‘had miscarried
As if by magic, animation and excitement had come to the prison
One was made aware of this when other movements, the presence
of a horde of State soldiers, prison officials and officers
rushed in, searching the cells, counting the prisoners, etc.,

Strange to relate, all the prisoners were in bed, even those

- who a few mcﬁents before had tried to escape. What a marvel

indeed that those men could have returned to bed so quickly,
although some were found in cells different than their allotted
ones. We did not, however, know whether the prison staff |

suspected that an escape had been attempted. It transpired

. afterwards that they had some knowledge of it, owing to one
‘of ‘the guards, the accomplice: in the transaction having

“split the gaff" or being found out., However, it happened
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the sstory went the rounds thanlhe roceived punishment for his_
deeds of comnission and omission. It was-said, too, at the
time that a change of sentry in one of the Y“crow'!s nests" which
were placed overlooking the walls of the prison'and in
commanding view of the exercise yard, which the escapees were
using or were to use on their route to escape, helped |
immeasurably in drustrating the daring plen. So ended what
might hnve been a most brilliant and highly sensational escape
bid; so ended the possibility of getting such valuable men as
Ogcar Traynor, Tom Barry and others safely away, te link up
with the fighting men outside. ' _ '

Tho failure of that attempt to escape was enough to damp
the ardour and kill the hopes of the most audacious jail-breaker.
Indeed it did look as if that attempt, the oanse of its failure
being directly attributable to a weak link, dependance on the
support of anr of the guards, brought men to the realisation
- of the futility of trying to get free in that manner. But, no;
that failure, if it meant anything, became as a leverage to the
fashioning of other plans of a type in which full responsibility
was to be shared by the prisoners themselves. But the point was
how and by what means could such be carried out. The answer
came in a rather peculiar and apparently ludicrous way. And
this 1is the story. Many brains got to work, meny plans proposed

and many suggestions made. - The outcome of which caused a start
.to be made on a new method to.escape.v Perhaps it was a very
simple plan = a foolish one some would say - but a much harder
and stouter one this time. Make a hole in one of the outer
walls of the prison! Such a fantastic notion, an absolutely
‘erazy idea. Sureiy”nobody in their préper semnses would suggest
such a downright mad and nonsensical thing: to dig 2 hole in
the wall. Now the walls of any normal or abnormal nrison are
sunstantially well made, strong and solidly built. 'In '
Kilmainham the surrounding wall was formed of granite blooks,

much of them of enormous size and possibly very. weighty also.
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flt appeared to be of stout‘girth'and'iimensions and et least
iwenty feet high. An opening could certeinly be.made in it

in time, provided enough men and suitable tools were availlable
to do so._ It could, in all probability, be done by means of
explosives. . We had only one of these - men. Then vhat?

Said the proposer of the plan: "Make a hole in the wall if you
want to get out'. Very wise men, and those who were less wise,
dubbed the proposal as ridiculous and ludid¢rous in turne |
But even in nrison there is.always room for both types, whether
- in the form of things or of men, or because of environment,

. atmosphere and life generally. Everything or almost everything
and everyone associated with prison code hed some kind of "'
resemblance to unreality or affinity to unreality. The prison
staff and their retinue of military policemen, armed'sentries
and armed guards, censors and other greater or lower notabili-
tles were positively unreal and unrealistic because they vere
but symbols of authority rather than the true representation
of the hnmanity of man, and so engrossed were they in their
prison sphere or avocation to secure complete obedience to
prison regulation as to become egotistically all important,
thereby eliminating the human elemert in those who ceme under
their purview sway and control. No less unreal and pertaining
to unreality were tneaprisoners“who oecame_mere cyphers in
extremis of a system, and within a system, that was devised.
and perpetrated.to bring them to‘their_proper senses, presuming
that they were endowed with such which, if they were, made the
‘task of reform a quite ourdensone one and still‘so‘very
unrelated to ﬁhe human factor as between man to man, where |
independence existed berween the classes comprising the prison
community, viz. the jailed and the Jallers, 1t was of an order
that was, in some degree at leasf, controlled by human feelinés,
- or the power of the mind over matter. When a man enters a
prison, or adversely, when a prison gets hold of a men, the
human element or human factor co~-mingles with the bricks and

mortar, the iron bars and iron doors and, losing his
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individuality, he is no longer regarded as normal - at least
society, which is supposed to consist of fellow human beings
considers the offender abnormal and consequently good game
for extracting rétributiqn for their misdeeds, crimes &nd
misdemeanours. However that may have or may not have been
essentially appropriate to our then predicament, knowing our
status as prisoners_of war or as political prisoners, the
fact that we became mere éyphers-in a prison system that
-imposed numbers for purposes of,identificatioﬁ bore certain
relationship to our unreal mode of existence and the
unrealistic potentialities of human beiﬁgs, contacf with
citizenship, or with society became'temﬁorarily or pérmanently
severed. The good John Citizeh of yesterday's outer=world
qstracised'ths recaleitrant John Citizen of éodaj'ﬁ‘inside-
the-prison wofld; good John_éitizen who, in praiséAof his own
superior worldly wisdom; superb honesﬁy and exquisité fight-
eousnéss proclaims himself to be singularly human énd hnmanise&,
unlike his fellow-man, bad John Citizen, who, even in'a good
causé, becaﬁe a fit or-unfiﬁ's;bject for. prison :outihe or

prisoﬁ ordinances.

In the period under review, while it might be unwise &nd
_probaﬁly wrong to délineate between the vaxious types of
prisoﬁers or to make assertions that there were different types
in Kllmainham then, there could nevertheless be reason for
stating that they conformed to the usual categories of Irish
political prisoners. . They were one in sentiment, in reasoning
and in outlook, living under the one roof, and affecting to
have the same things in common . It would be said that they were
all of one mind in regard to the.values they set on political ax
ggé.national_mattgré, aﬁd the desire to serve at whatever cost,
Eﬁ§&ship or consequence the cause they served. There wés only
one point whére divergence prevailed and that waé on the ‘
question of escape or planning to escape; Which bring us to the

coﬁtinuation of_the brain-wave.ﬁhich‘gave rise to the idea of

“"the hole in the wall', an idea and a proposition that soundéd
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as fantastic as knocking down the walls of Jericho with
rhetoric abuse or scorn. Better dismiss the idea without
further ado! . That is what might have happened had not someone;
poséibly less mad than the proposer of the plan; beconme _
sufficiently interested to give the matter a trial. After all
nothing could be very much lost by making the effort.'.Qn the
contrary, if successfui, it wonid show that "“stones do not

a prison. make, nor iron bars a cage'.

In recording the story of "the hole in the wall" of
Kilmainham prison, let us start'from-thékend rather than the
beginning of the plot or affair. It apﬁears, actually it
happened, that on an August day, morning or night, 1922, greaf
excitement prevailed among a group of freg State officers who
were seen, from the prisoners' quarters, in'the.exercisé yard
examining the prisonefs! handiwork. There before their gaze
vas the opening in the wall, in all its nakedness, and
mystifying beyond descriptioh. The part;cﬁlar spot where the
hole had been made was in a somewhat secluﬁed spot, to wit,
beside a row of lavatories. No need here to describe the
scenes of consternation, bewilderment égﬁ excitement that
spread inside the prisonérs domain, or among the prisoners and
the prison staff respectively. -Suffice it to say that the
place soon became a véritable bedlam as soldiers rushed in.
with rifles and fixed bayonets to take up positions at all .
vantage points, the prison staff and officers taking a complete
survey and recording of the prisoners who, in the meantime,
had been confined to their cells. When their inspectién,
searching and probing had finishéd, the inevitable puniéhment

was meted out to us "letters and parcels were stopped”.

Thus was the end of the effort to_escape through the
medium of making a hole in the wall! But the full story of
intrigue, of labour, sweat and tlme spent in furtherance of
what would have been probably the most remarkable achievement"
in jail breaking and clearance i1s both interesting and
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romantic and comical. Each day for a couple of hours the
prisoners were perﬁitted the use of the exercise yard for
recreational purpose. Every:oay a small number of men wefe to
be seen 1oitefing'around the lavatories. Few observers would
have been much impressed to take account of them, knowing that
-other groups of prisoners were also congregeted in other parts
of the yard playing games, tricking or joking together. Were
one really observant or 'nosey s they could not fail to see
that day in and day out a man then or a man again seemed to be
engaged doing something like tapping and scraping aty. the wall
~ and manipulating the masonry when it was freed from the
Joinings. No ponderous hammer or 1argertools were in use for
the purpose. These "workmen", being'merely guest prisoners,
had to be contented with the simplest,'the'qﬁeerest and the
tiniest implements possible or procurable. It was heroulean
tortuous work, a little bit every day, when one graﬁiﬁe block
responded to treatmenténd was accordingly loosened; another,
and gradually several, until after many days spread over a peric
of weeks, progress was reported. Every day, prior to the
issuing of the signal "Exercise up" the stone or stones that'
had been removed were replaced, strange to relate, in the
opening in neat “bricky® style. At every operation the loose
stones had to_be‘taken_out s0 as to permit of fresh openings
to be made through the wall. It wasjgntriguing and cunning
enéerprise, but no less intriguing and cunning were the
exploits of another group‘of prisoners:uho dailyeengaged‘in‘a
"water battle". That trick wes part of the game to cover up
the tracks of the wall digging, but principally the opening.
The sentries and possibly some of the prisoners who were not
#in the seeret" must have thought the "“water battle“ nothing-
short of madness, especially the SIght of seemingly intelligent
and some of them knowiﬁgﬂyfullgrown men han&ing water from

tin cans etcs at each other.
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Not always, however, was the water aimed to drench the
opposing side in the battle:. The main purpose was generally_
fulfilled when much of it was spilled in the vicinity of and
on the wall vhere the hole was being made. No clefererrtrick
could have been devised. In that wise, the work progressed unti:
ohades of Hercules! one da? the "diggers" or "borers" announced °
"We are at tpeilasf brick. I can see outside through a slight
opening in fhe joints®ill - One more day's work ‘and the laborious
and arduous work'woulé ﬁove been accomplished. Already-they had
made a hole five or six feet in depth, sufficient for most of
our men to lie flat in. One more day - the 1ast'stone,to be
loosed, but not removed_ﬁntil'the appointed momenf for departure
of the escapees. One more day, how incredible! The hour of
| deliveranco for some - the mystifying question'waéfhow many?
~is in sight. Will it ever come?

Was it not a remarkable coincidenoo that the day selected
for the break out should be that when Arthur Griffith, the head
of the Free State Government, was to be buried - a day and a
time when the prison authorities might be, in military parlance
toff theif guard" if not over-anxious to bother themselves |
about us. So it ‘should have been or probably would have been,
~ but for the fact that the hole in_the wall was discovered in
time when many a prisoner was feeling Jubilant at the thought of .
being freo again. That it was a tremendous effort to escape
none could gainsay. Even our jailers marvelled at the ingenunity
and dexterity displayed in performihg.such vork under the very
eyes of the guards, who could not be, in justice, regarded by us
| at least as being anything dbut attentive and v1gilant. They
must in their own particular way have sensed that had the escape
" been effective many a cell would have shown emptiness, and quite
a number of the "important" ones among the prisoners would have
added to the strength of the I.K.A. outside. For the plan,
adnmitting to a fair measure of 1uck,'could reasonably be capable
of freeing at least a score of men,.evén more if the guards were

sufficiently_relaxing on such a day of mourning. As it was, the
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gaolers, in consequence of having their Iucky find,

" felt highly elated; the prisoners in an opposite

aggrieved at the failure of the attempt to escape, and
so ended vhat was not, after all, a ridiculous or

ludicrous "hole in the wall" proposal. ~

That attempt cost us,; all the~prisonefsu
without exception, a good deal of misery, and a mare
than fair share of hardship owing to the imposition
of disciplinary action, confinement to the interior
portion of the prison, more careful and painstaking
vigilance on the part of the prison authorities,
the curtailment of the privileges of feceiving
parcels sent in by our relatives and friends
and the issuing and receipt of letters. We were
cut off from intercourse with the outsidg wor 1d .,
These had to be 5ofne, as well as the loss of smokes,
until our jailers.thought we were gufficieﬁtly
punished when the peprisals were somewhat relaxed
to pefmit us to carry on in some vext sort of

abiding peace.,

Were you ever a patient in a prisonlhpspital?
Probably not; but if you were, then the relevént
question arise§; did@ you like the experiences?
Which brings us to the point whereby Kilmainham
prison hospital at the period can be introduced.
Behold'a room, larger than an ordinary celi,
in other words, roomy, situated on the ground floor,
outside thé pale known as a wing, where the other
prisoners were "housed", and divided by a passage-
way or corridor that serves as communication

channel or connection o other parfs of the
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prisoner proper. _A;though thatﬂrqom was
barely a few feet away_frbm th_@ wing__entrame

it was as perfectly isolated asuif it were
situated in a desert. Thus it was dark and
no whit more airy or homelikgvthan any of the
other "apartments" on the prison ground floor; air
and light being governed by the true - to -
regulation prison windovw, _measurgd in inches
rather than feet, iron bars_apd‘tiny‘glass.

panes included. _ Even the three patienis,
lying in separate beds, beside each of which

was placed a small tablgé did not suffice to

lend any greater charm to a place_that few

people would term habitable or hospitable, either
as 'a hospital or a.hospitalnﬁa;d. ) Allowances
should be made in that it was in its initial

stages.

Truly the place was "no great cateh®
nor imposing nor elevating. It would be a
miscalculation to infer that as yet it could
be hardly intended to perform any extraordinary -
medical miracle. One would not make
bold to offer insult to the medico because of
certain drawbacks and weaknesses fpr'?h;ch
he could inﬁariably not be rggarded as solely
responsible or even party to. ‘The Prison

M.0. Doctor McNabb was assisted by a soldier
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acting as a medical orderly, excluding the
inevitable sentry, whose business it was
to keep a weather eye on us, poor unfortunate
patients. - How, tpg_opdérly_had come
over from Scotland to join thelNafional Army
(the new application for the Treaty Eorce).

Dr. McNabb was a dour, wee quthérn, ‘who for -
a tumber of years held fame as a Sinn Fein
poliﬁical figure. The presence of

the good Doctor in the jail was seldom
'Qonéucive to gopd relations between some

of the prisoners and himself.

Many a scene could be trageable to the
aversionlqr diversion on the part'of the_
said prisoners or in relatioﬁ to“the goctor{s
hasty, aprupt or_sometimes indiscreet
mannerism or speech. _ Theng cou}@ bek
no doubt that from the beginn;ng,.a gt;ong
dislike was formed and expressed in many
‘ways and on many occasions. Of course
politics had a lot to do in affording a

cause for the scenes in quesiion.

So strong-were the uncordial and uncivil
relations that many a prisoner‘gbstained”from
or refused, the aid and minstrations of the

good Doctor for the reasons specified. In such
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a dilemna @edicgl:sgﬁvice was surfeit, themprisonersvné ‘

less then the M.0. suffering thereby, In such a situation
the doctor worked at a disadvantage and he could not have
failed to notice that at least S°m¢.°f the prisoners held
him in ﬁiérespect because, to them, he was another Free State
Officer, ‘His ministrations to be effective and'gsefp;_‘”
depended on the willing co-operation and mitual confidence
on the prisoners part. Unquestionably the doctor tried to
do good, as some of us prisomers had reason to apprehend
but he was in many cases tied down to regulations and
Lestricted in medical supplies to an exceptional degree.
Had he reasonable pover, equipment and material he could
have done some good for the sick, He was, probably not
unnaturally enraged at the way some of the prisomers .
treated him. One would, perhaps in ?9“#S§m§£ time, am
under more congenial circumstances, pull with him, and he
could be very understanding and attentive, as some 'of us

vho were patients had some little reason to appraise.

'Regarding the patients in the hospital - three
in nmumber; Paddy Hobbs fram Dublin, was undergoing treatment
for gunshot or shrapnel wounds received at one of the
windows; McAuley from Belfast or per;ylgnd";hg writer.
For several weeks we lingergd_thefg_yh@p one a happy . . ..
September horg;ng‘wg_we?e_bungled 9gt of ogr“pr;§93‘p?§pital
and with the other prisoners sent upon another journey.
That removal came about in a rather myspg:@gggﬂmagng;é_

The night previous the medical orderly informed us that
"the prisopers were to be removed to Gormanstown'. Before
daybreak the following morning the doctor imparted the
news officially. "Bﬁt"_he declared "I dont know whether

you (meaning the three of us) will be able to travel",

We tried to impress upon him that we would,, Dr. Melabb

- to give him his due,lnatural;y.gave into us. HNay, mare

than that, he assisted in making us ready by supplying
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each of us with a strong egg flip well flavoured with. -
wniskey; after which we vere dressed, Meanvhile we had
become aware 'that the prisomers in the wing opposite vere
already alive and assembled, judging by the hubbub which
their every movement seemed to convey, Then when the,
noise subsided _somewhat we were _duly brought _through the
tonder and blankets placed around us. Oht rofrestize
sight and refreshing rejuvenating air, every whiff of which

brought new life and vigour to us.

. Our procession proceeded cltywards along John'
Road which runs parallel to the Great’Southern.Rallway,
ve huddled, cuddled in owr varm blenkets in the lorry. . .
The Test of the prisoners stepped it out in style, bearing
their few personal belopgdnge_and.escogted by a plentitude
of armed soldiers and armoured cars and motor lorries... .
Only en add individual passed us, paying us scant attention,
and possibly caring less for our travall or our csuse, amd
unimpressed by your presence there. ~The sound of marching
- feet was as husic to our ears., If one could only close
one's ears to the 1ess musical sounds of motor engines, B
with their whirring throbbing, jarring notes, that these
mechenical contrivances imparted, and even forgot for the
briefest moment that the contingent of marching men were
of two, classes, unarmed prisoners and armed escorts, to _
what extent and to what helghts could 1mag1nation be stlrred.
Whet_wou1d our react;ons_be.to‘beho;d”egeip a company or
two of Volunteers, our Volunteers, marching along that
road, or any familiar I:;sh_road,_“et ease” singing or
whistling to their hearts conmtent, or "at attemtion',
making the hard road ring to the sound of their steady .
measured tread and 1n the words of our famous whistling

whlstling song- “Left, rlght 1eft, rlght, steady boys

and step together“. How often in the past were we
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th;il;éd beyond cqmpar%ng-and with deepgst emotion to
. almosththe realm of ecstgsy_atithé prouQ soldierly_‘
bearing, the drum-like military precision and the even
exact stride of our men as they marched . intently, .
proudly and obJectlvely along any of the roads of which
we were so familia:, especially around Cabra, Finglas, .
Glasnevin or Ballymun districts} Scores of“timés within
‘the past six years we had thus traversed yhpse roads,
each §ucceeding time no different than its predecessor,
with the self same feeling and quite similar emotiqns,
Yet each was set apart, a thing apart, the thrill of it
enduring because each was separate énd eagh was decidedly

distinctive.

_ Could our minds‘go back to those great occasions
and dwell on those brave selfless men, what ﬁiVid'memories
would be\unfolded. Even in the 1orry, as a prisoner then,
such scenes flashed across my memory and I fancied I saw
them - every man known to me, every face, every name
came to me, even those who had departed, to let us pray
their heavenly home; those who are still 1iving, One )
could still see them all on a wild frosty ‘night in ‘VWinter
or on a warm sunny evening in summer, in season,_pgt of
season, swinging along ob};viouqufupersonal cares,
‘difficulties and anxieties; oblivious even of the dangers
attaching to their marchings and their "illegal drillings
and manoeuvres", their only_régarg being to serve Ireland -
to make her free. How could mortal eradicate such happy
and wholesome memories or any of the other phéses of our
great and glorious past that float on the wings of time
or send echoing sourds on the winds.

.On such a mornlng as that as we wended our way
into further captivity, I could be pardoned for relap31ng
;nto me@1§ation for a‘prief peripd;}pg:haps_to_dwelllpn the

past, to dream sweet dreams on the might-have-beens and
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to relive the pievious years, in service, in
endeavour and in loyalty for our napional heritage.
Such period of reverie was soon brought tolan eﬁd
when, at the end of John'"s Road, we espiled a'few
human beings,about a half dozen nurses who were
'staﬁding on a balcony or looking out of windows

of Steevens Hospital. We could not know whether
they weie;pmeased or displeased with us. They .
did not demonstrate: their true: feelings but stood
there as our:cavalcade moved by. Theéir faces
wefevnévertheless pleasant to behold.

One could no£ nor would not imégine them ‘being
'anything'but nice and gentle and kind, so -
typical of their calling and their work of
mMETCY » Good.luck to you ail, and may you ’
never know the cares and worriles of a prisdn_
life., If, by chance, there be any among yéu
-feeling sorrow for our plight, or otherwise:
think us fools, let your thoughts be-tempered
with charity, and should you give one moment's
refléction on us,, poor=wayfarers, just preseﬁve
your peace of mind and say: "Well after all,

" they Cmeéning us) are in a bad way now; we
wish them well and pray they sée better days'".
To such kind sentiments weeﬁould recriprocaté
and say "“Aumen.. | May peace and happiness be

your store forever!i®
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Turning to the léft and agéin to. the left
we reach the plaﬁform of Kingsbridge Station;
Actually we are being hurried.  The wéiting train
is there ta-receiVE'us end we?are?bundled.into
several compartments; bundled was. the proper
word to describe the occaéion; for we had,hardly
started to entrain when, to our great surprise
shots rang out, and ami@ the excitement and the
:, confusion that they created, the armed guards with
much ado,Aiook up battle pesitions. Some. of
them éhoﬁed small concern for, or attention té;

‘ their prisoners, whiIeithe bfficers.were=“Bawling
their heads off" issuing commands, which in many
fnstances were drowned by the mad careering of |
the arﬁoured cars, as they sped up - down &nd about
the pilatform and environs of the railway. "We
are being attacked" exelaimed one of the few éuands- -
rear- of the.tréih to the enemy “Whatfs on" by an
inquisitiVe prisoner. ¥t was hérd indeed, for
the pfisoners to believe or even know that it was -
truly an attack, as most of the shooting seeméd

to come from the soldiers in or about the platform,
every one of whicﬁ eélieited shouts, cheers,and
cheers from the prisoners, who throﬁghout the
prbcee&ings were taking special delight in |
harenguing the: troops engaged in such a warlike
display. The general impression among the

prisoners was that it was not an attack at all;



if anything it was only sniping and of a very mild
form but the strange part of the proceeding was

that it only started when we arrived at the station.

When, eventually, the din of battle subsided
our=traiﬁ was got into motion and.we‘sped along
ﬁhrough the'Liffey'Junction goling citywards
again to the odd accompaniment of rifle ;hdté
fired from time to: time by our guards, presumably

st: some of the prisoners who were: putting their

heads out of windows. From our position, at the

end of the train we were not able to know much
-about the doings of the other prisoners.
Unfortunately for us, who occupied a kind of
reéerved status, a Yreserved carriage", the
separation lmposed é burden for it me;nt our
being denied the pleasant and ffien&ly
eompanionship, the banter and occasional sing-song,
which we: could but faintly hear In the:
@istance indulged in By the other prisoners.
These seemed to mock us and to say “You unlucky
beggars, though sad is our common féte, yburs
is by far the worse role, and yet we knew

that any of these our comrades would, had they
the choice, have given much to cheer us on the
S8Y . | On our part, in our strange iselation,

ﬁe wished them merry troubadours, a very.

70.
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p}eaéapt;time on this;journey.. May thg‘pingtgg, and
the hours #hat youlhavé to gpare_witﬁ your ®guardians®
be'well and truly spent ‘as somehov we think thé& will
.because, knowing your spirit and your capg?;lltles,_we
have a'huncp that you will make light of the burden
ofxkkak parshly imposeq? a jourpe?ing_under such“hpne
tod pleasant conditions. The very aptitude qf_phe;
words ﬂAre we down-hearted?ﬁ and the eagerly rqqungiyg;__

- "Notv suitably amplified our feeliﬁgs'on such an occasion,

o En route in travelllng the railway Journey o
passed many famjiliar haunts and landmarks =- BroaMJBrldge,
and King James' Castle, where we fought many a "sham . ‘
battle® or trained ourlmen; Glasnevin Cemetry, where
reposes in the sleep of peace ouf patriot dga@; Mqﬁntjoy
Jail - the Irish Bastile of the Executioners skill and
the quick lime graves and the then prison abode of Irish
Republican. These~serve tovremind_us of the_cheque;ed
histo?y or Ireland. Praise and glory to you all the
felons of our land! .  Further on the way we passed
C:oke'Park in‘fond remembrances of many a pappy_hog: vell
épent there looking at the cream gf_Ifish“mgnhogqlip

many a football and hurling contest; or in sad remembrance
of that Bloody Sunday in Novembe?‘;ngfwhen alien hands |
and bullets effected a cruel holocaust.  Then,; while
meditating on those and other things we arrived at Amiens
Street :gilway stati§p, irony of ironjes, back to the
exact spot where almost_threqrmonths befqré, some dozen

of us had spent the first days and nights of our

" ecaptivity.

- - . [ -

o This time, however, we.were not'dgtaingq'lgpg, only
suc¢h time as it takes to perform a few minor shuntipg
operations and a change over of the engine,. Tben we

proceed via the Clontarf embankment where the guards -
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disported themselves in firing point blark on many an
innocent seagul or aupeesibly less ;gneeen; Q?ieqper's'
head or hanky that Vittingly_er unwitﬁingly‘eppee;ed

at some of the windows. Soon that place wae_passeq”epq

other railway stetions ticked gff_when»atJlast we_eyriyed

at our destination - the Railway station at Gormanston,
Co:‘Meatp. ) Arr1V1ng there the malpeeontlngent of
prisoners ’Préceede_d on foot to the camp while we were
conducfedrin a “tin'Lizzief“te_the hgspita},_een@geted
with'a‘fair Sprinkliné of soldiers as an eseore_wiph__:‘
a few pfficers standing on the foot b???d?.Qf-ﬁheﬂQOEQF'
The latter seemed highly elated and enthusiastie at the

change. One of them in partlcular, Captain George -

Ashton, declaring the new verme to be "a regular home from

home". Home from home, indeed, when a few moments later
we came in close contact with the barbed-vired fencing
surrounding what was to be our ?Iﬁyernmenthaqgr Some
fifty yards ahead was the hospital. It was also
surrounded by barbed wire, at which place ve were duly

deposited and put to bed, left to our own mediatations.

Next day we_Were informed that our clothing was

to be taken away as a precaution against our escaping!

.Ectually;a;dozen*or so.of the prisoners had escaped the

day before. It was so simply done that perhaps the
escapees gust have thought it toe geo@ ?o_be ﬁrﬁel=
Entering the barbed .ugire— entrance eq_gihe-camp and
p;oeeeding to another part left upprotected:ga?e them
just the opening they“wanted_ang so_?om Barry and some’
others liberated themselves that way. "=+ It was
puzzling to know how any of us could have had the
strength to do so “when already we were_suffic@ently
medically unfit. Our protests vere unavailing. The

doctor could not do anythlng 1n the face of the orders

issued by the Camp authorities. As a nrotest we decided
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to leave the hospital, electing to enter the main camp
where eur_comredes'nere“interne@. Thus, despite the
entreaties of the doctor and plamdis on the part of the
officers we returned to the feld,”thereny_removing,
the risk of being denied further medical assistamce
should the authorities deen sueh edvisable in our case.
‘Mention must here be made also, of the fact that in
takinc action in that way we obgected to be completely

isolated from our comrades.

The powers that_heiq ?W?Y,9V¢?‘u$ saw §° ir:thet
we were suitably and appropriately interned by servirg
each prisoner with a copy of an "Intermment Ordert as

‘issued by the “Minister of Defence Richard Mulcahy.

' Mapy of us were not unfamiliar with the phraseclogy,
~the terms and conditione geverning Internment Orders.,
Some had had 31milar facsimile documents served on them
at one or other periods of the Independence Fight._ It
'mattered not the source, the name of the respective
“competent military authority“ or the detailed reason
a351gned in issuing theuerQer. _Theyﬂeilmeee@ed to epeak
the same language end te mean ?hﬁusam9,§hin‘ To many
ef our men_there was a eertain siniiarityuenq
familiarity‘between each “copy“ vhich in many respeces
represénted just one difference, the particular phaee

- of the fight_as‘it was being weged. Comparisons are
always odieusltis said: in respect toﬂthisﬂlnternnent-

- Order of l922_cemparison was limited to the extent
that it bore the signature of the Irish Competent
authority in'Gaelic, whereas previous orders emanating

from the British authority were signed in English.
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Chapter 29.

sq‘we became qonsciously aware of_the regl;tigs

of our situation; aware, too, that we had passed an?ther
milestone on the roadiﬁo:destiny to which we had set our
faces and from which, short of dishonour Q;Adngrace,
retreat was impossible. We had to face up t9“°?x.;,”
responsibilities and to accept the many burdens imposed
on us; to run the camp inﬁ@ﬁ:rgwn'way and for the -
general welfare of the prisoners. By that arrangement
the prisoners thémsglvas exercised complete control in
the internal affairs of the cahp, a happy departure from
the previous system of control and administration as .
p:actised_in.Kilmaipha@ vhen we were made dependent on
cooks, plumbers ete, for our wel;-béing: - The new
order of things prescriped_tpat therprisqngrs_undgrtake
to cook their own meals, do their own laundry, the

care and maintenance of the huts, sanitary and hygienic
arrangements ap@vmany o?her_matters qogn@ctgq_giyp'
intermment camps. Little difficulty was found in
securing men for the various types of work - cooks and
cook assistants, ﬁutche:s and kitcpgp;gelge;s;hthe_
provision of a medical service, a postal service, a =
police force, and chief of all, we had to create or elect
~a Prison Camp Council, one of whom vas to be Camp
Coﬁmandant, _Sb_it‘came to pass that Brigadier Oscar
Traynor, 0.C. Dublin Brigade became our Camp 00@g§qg§§;__
with Paddy Holohan 0.C. lst Battalion as Vice Commandant,
Sean McEntee as Adjutant, Seamus Brisbane af the Cork
Brigade as_Quar@ermaster, Patriqk Ki;k‘ofm“Q“ Company
1st Battalion as Police Officer, Martin Finn "C' Company
1st Battalion as Medical Officer, Sean T. Q'_I{e]}.]_.y‘,___b@:j.ck .
Tannam anﬂ‘Simon.Dopnelly and Mick Smith were members '
of the Camp Council. Frank Scott was.in charge of the

Post Office while special men were delegated officers in
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ch'g.rgg of various establishments, cookhouse, dining rooms,

wash-houses etc.

charactex_'_. A hut leade;‘_ and ingpme-‘qases(ax} ass_is_tant
leader controlled each but at least two of the larger '

huts "I# and "M' vhich housed about eighty men each

- consisted mainly of men of the Dublin B_rigad.e_,- Captain
Gerry G_roldc_-zn of #I" Company, lst Ba.tta:}ion was in charge

of "I, Eugene O'Reilly, I think, was in charge of
"M hut ,' Captain Bob Oman of "G" Company, 1st Battalion
was in charge 9@'_’_§nqi;her hui;_\-{h_ich was mostly _c_:q;ppqs;ed of
men from the country. In our "L hut were included
besides the hut léﬂgée_r,‘ Gerry Golden, the M,0 . and police
officer, Paddy Mahon, Paul Brady, Jimmy Freemey, Tom
Hahés_y, J immy McA.;dle, Seamus ;Mc(}ui_.r_mess', Larry O'Connor,
Bertie Somerville, :31371 Kelly, Paddy Byrne (of "B Company)
"lashers" Byrne, Austin Bustace, Jos Carroll, Sean
Connolly, Stephen OtConnor, Liam Iucas, John Hughes,

_ Paul Dernin, Tom and Tim Rohan, Gabriel O'Brien, "Lightening
Byrne, James_McSherryL, Emmet Eumphries,_Ginger Carroll.
Other Gormanstown Camp charactez_'s of importance weré Siﬁaon
‘McInerney of the Kerry Brigade fame, Simon Donnelly
of Kilmainham Escape fame and former O.C. of the | )
Republican Police, Frank Gallager, publ:.cist of the “Irish
Bullet:ln‘t Seamus McGovern, Citizen Army, Joe Considine
Joe Cripps of the 5th Engineers, Fred Cogley, Jim Cotter,
‘Sean Moynihan, - C |

7 The Camp Staff occupied a speclal hut termed "o
Hut that was situated at one end of the Camp, between
“IM and "M huts, That became our Camp Headguarters.
Of the other huts it may be necessary to mention that
they were capable of accommodating varj:oug _m.tm‘l_)efrs of )

prisoners; each of the four larger kinds hore four rows
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of twenty beds, a foot space between each. a passagevay

[P o O Ce . F— - e e e i o . ba e e

divided each second row running the length of.the hut

- to the entrances. . These huts were divided by a centre

partition thus dividing the hut into two equal parts.
The huts were roomy even with ;na;_numbef of men, well
ventilated, bright and well provided with windovs.
Wash-houses and toilets were situated in the "eampourd®
set between each two buts, the shower baths, and hot
water ‘supply occupied a position nmear headquarters. The
four end wooden huts served different purposes, tailors
shop; and class rooms. The dinimg halls vere situated
at the lower and upper ends of the camp respectively, The
lower one was utillsed for the celebratlon of masgvthe
rec1tal_of_the‘?osary and other :el;glous-éngtiqns.

the other one as a concert and lecture hgllf S

An Army Chaplain assiéted by a priest from the outside
was appointed to minster to the spiritual wants of the

prisoners, a number of prisoners serv1ng as acolytes.

nThe men generally resnonded flttxngly to splritual affalrs

and devotions., Masses on Sundays, veekdays, holydays
and all religious services were well attended. Quite

a large number of men frequented the sacraments, many

- of them being weekly and dailquogmuniqants, _.xhep_qgain

numbers of them promoted and assisted at Novenas, the L
Nine Pridays and other special devotions. In many
instances the Rosary was Tecited by the men in the huts
befoﬁe.the “lights out" signal, _While these were being
carried on in the Catholic intgresf'the 3p1g;§u§;‘peg§s

of the Protestant community, which hardly consisted of

a dozen members, were catered for. One of the ngégn

huts at ‘the upper end of the Camp served as a Ctmekh

for such occasions,' The Protestant Minister, in the
course of his ministrations, becane quite a frequent.
visitor to the Camp. So that in every sense facilitles
were available to preserve the fioral fibre,'and to sustain

the men spiritually.
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. . Sports, amusements of many kinds, and games were
indulged in, and ep;ouréged, in order to_mg;pfaip.g_
healthy physical and mehta1 morale of tnéApr;équrs.
Ggelic football touryamen?s and bapdballlcqpte§ts? .
formed the main-dutdoor exercise,while draughts, chess,
solo whist, rings and bridge, end various other card
games were_yeil to the fore fo; indoo; games . mCopcerts
and plays conducted by the Qamp_pqggatic_39ci¢tjﬂwe?e
held in the evenings. In cqnnectionﬂwith ;hesé_stagg
productions we lacked nothing in artistry or artists.
Johnny Markey, a painter by trade, "doing” the secenic
effects, Paddy Kirk, also a painter by trade, who in
turn had some §tage}¢xperiepce,acting as Stage Manager,
'Coach and_Prompter:cémbined. Ma?keyfs best work though
fabricated with improvised and poor rate materials, vas
noticeable in stage flaps, curtains and wings, Thought
we, if ever there was a genius Johnny was such a one, for
he could give the right setting and the right touch to
his landscapes or his dgqq:ative‘flogrispgs,.par'
excellence, and in so doing won our praise and

indebtedness for work well and truly accomplished.

_Besides tpgse ﬁany othgr n@tgral forms'qf relaxation
were availed of to kill'time_or keep;mihduand hand
occupied; each mean or some of them 1ending_?h§@se;v§$‘to
practice certain hopbies, or occupational pursuits such
as the manufacture of toys, works of art amd of utility.
The making of ladies hand bégs; mantel bbrders; pufses,
table centres and tea cosies, from macrami twine
of various colourings and designs became-a regular
craze whigh gripped many of_our_fraternity; Other no
1eés ornamental and decorative work was carried_ppt
by means of silk threads and wool. Embroidary'mask

floor rugs- and mats were carried out by a few prisoners.
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Wooderaft gpd_articleé madgufrqmwgigcgs of bone, engraving
and etchings op_theserand on metai_w?re‘rggerved fro the
highly artistiic. Pride of place must go to #hose who made
rings from silver_@r copper coins. Quitg a pnmber of men
became handy anﬁ useful "cfgfﬁsmenﬁ;_but chief.genius of
them all was Paddy Trant whd_was_g"vgyitaple master of
many trades, in token of which he turned ocut exquisite

works of art, engravings and carvings by the score.

Kutumn passed, We spent our first winter generally
confined tp the four cardinal points of the Camp proper.
Our glose proximity'to the sea and the“fact'that thg_Camp
was situa#éd in open country and consisted of many open
spaces gave the piace‘a far different aspect_anq a tqtally
opposite picture or appearance of a "home from hgme“.l‘We;
soon felt winter's rusty_biting stings of dampness and rain
of cold sleet. Soon frost and harsh winds., Geperally
intensely cold outside, hardly less so inside the huts.
Overcoats and :aincoats were redquisitioned from our  real
homes . A very inadequate supply of coal for the fires in
the huts did not tend to improve our lot. So smali was the
fuel ration that it had to be "mursed" not so much for
space heating as to afford a tinipot warm glow for cold
hands and shivering, shaking limbs, which, in the real bad
weather and long nights were denied enough invigorating |
exercise to keep the blood in proper circulation or when
: some of the ration was used for making simple"buck-shee"
meals.‘ Seldom did our fuel ratiansqffice-to keep the
home fires burning for more than a couple of hours each
night and even hardly_§h§§”1oqg if tne four fires whiqh
adorned the larger huts were Kept: going. In many instances
additions to the supply were made by clinkers or cinders
and othgr burnable materigls f:quthe cook-house or arouyd
the camp. Recourse too was had to brain-wave'expgriments

one of which was the "mamufacture" of fire briquettes,
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composed of yellow clay and a nondescript supply of coal
slack cinders and ashes combined. When the briquettes'-
were prepared and eventually_tegtgd_they produceq heat for
a time'that was far tpo_shprt as thg_amount of yellow clay
far exceeded the other component parts, and at such times
we had little pleasure in coming down'ta earth again with

little further hope of replenishing cur meagre feul supply

~ These "domestic" troubles and worries were of small
moment during dry days or even;ngs_when;we qpuld keep_the
"plood up” by various dutdoor pastimes or long periods |

of walking around or through the camp. Sometimes those

same walks éould be carried to extremes. XXX

and more resembled endurance tests by speeding, or by
making extensive demands on “shanks mares? until one _
became thoroughly tired and mayhaps completely exhausted.
How some of us enjoyed those léng walks - when they were
carried out in proper and in ordinary pacing. At such
times men mated their best companions - t@eir “out in the
wbrld“ ones or of the new-formed camp variety - two, three
or more walking the rounds of the caup together; some going
at slow, snail's pace'! some quickly and some at 'ga. canter,
passing and being passed by others on the_way,_and a}i
fully bent on where they were going. That promenading
became a reéular camp ritual_witb many of the p:isonérs.
Many an intimate—friend§hip or more ripening bonds of
companionship vas cemented in that vey. Of my many waling
companions, one, Bob Omaﬁ,_ﬁag indeed endeaving and worthy
of mention in this chronicle of events. “Bob" was aé
sound, as solid and as staunch a type of character as was
to be found in that camp or in all Ireland. He had a very
keen sense of humour and an easy quiet disposition and

a fine manly disposition. He could be the life of any

party or gathering with his rollicking jokes, his Jests
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and hie fup?;ey giving end“tagipg.them in retgrn and_with
the right spirit. Not ipifre_qge_gt}y _pe’jvl_.etAh;i.mself_go
in a’bit of a caper or ho;se'p;ey,depjoging_the@”to.tbe
full, whether he was the instigator'or the vietim of the

Udevilment".

Bob was as I have already memtioned, Captain of

"G" Company, lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade, from about

11919, having taken over from Peadar Clancy, who had been

former 0.C. of the Company prior to his _appointment as
Vice 0.C, of the Dublln Brlgade. None could gainsay
that Captain Oman did not §egye_hls Company and the I.R A
other than leyal}yVapd_coneieyepﬁ;y:‘AAe an Officer he was
a_silept_undemenstrative energetic'type;hepe_eg those
people, pe;hepe,-who was absolutely non-conceited but of
a ‘'very humorous and humane mould that preferred to do
things without any semblance of show or hullabaloo.
So 51ngularly free and easy in hlS ‘manner and method of _
approach he was quite dependab}e”fer'eny work_that“called
for dash and courage. Knowing him oyer'a period of
years in the military sphere or as a man about town our

friendships became mutually established but it was not

until the period of intermnment that the most solid and

intimate companionship ;ipened_between us,_'I”eeeordingly
treasured him as a fellow officer, as an.intimate friend
and a bosom companion, so trustworthy, so true and so

sincere was he.

Captain "Bob* Oman had been “caught"_or arrested on
the “Brldges -Job" a terp_epat)wee then used to describe
a mllitary operation as planned by_the_;;ﬁzA:ﬂto isolate
Dublin. The main dbjec;“of_the_plan_weeﬁtp blow up and
destroy all the canal anl Tailway bridges surrounding
Dublin in order.to interfere with and ineerrupt'roaq_and
reilvay.communicatiens'between.Dublin_egdrethe: parts of

the country; in other words to hit a fatal blow at the
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Free State forces in their conduct of military operations
against the T.R.A. It appears that on the night’
appointed for carrying out of the operation, several
hunired men of the I.R.A. had been mobilised. Quite a
large mmber of these were men of the lst Battalion,
Dublin Brigads whose allotted task it vas to put Broom
Bridge, Cabra,_gut'of_commiséiop: ~ Some of these men 4
were already posted inlthe‘figLQS nearby, awaiting the
psychological moment for action; other men were maiing
their way along the Royal cahalud;_byygncilléry routes.
To their_(t?e I.R.A.men's) utter surprise and dismay the
Free Staters had complete control of the scene an .
afmoured car,patrolling'the area, opening fire right,left
and centre at point blgpg_range. 'Bob Oman.like a number
of other men of the "First"” was caught while movipg_aiong
to the scheduled spot. Thus many men were trapped- the
men in the fields being plnned down to the point of utter
frustation, the men who were making their way thither
chased or captured some qulte ea51ly and others after a

grim flght,many of them like Oman quite invaluable officers

and men.

 Needless to remark the bridges job failed at that
point. A like story could be told of other places. ;
Bob Oman ard other men who had been later lodged with us
in qumahston_felt sore over the whole transactiop,rnpt".
so much because of any apparent or real fai;ure;o#‘tpeir
part but because of the feeling that the Free Staters had
prior knowledge of the plans which they subsequently made
good use of against the I.R.A. move on that particular
night. Judging by the accounts that failure had a most
weakening effect on at least the lst Battalion and at a
time when men were sp_ugggjt;y required, those who remained
true though not enormous in mumber vere up to their neck

in the fighting. The strain, nevertheless, was terrific;



82.
sQwﬁifficult‘gnd sq_hgzgrdoqsvwas_thgupgcgland thg}pcgasion
of the guerilla Warfafe, which the fighting had assumed
since the first week of the "éivi; wgrﬁ. - Not the least

of the troubles confronting the fighting men outside was
the number pf reSignatipns'tgndefed‘duripg_that;t;me -
our company being cquuted-to“haye“}ggs'thag a score of .
qffective mepfon its rpll‘ofrmgm?GQShip. _Myniyfgrmgtign_
at the time suggeéted that that small group was gemuinely
active, fighting under most extreme and arduous conditions,
and according to the source from which the news emanated.

Wgiving a good account of themselves,"

_ It was obvious that the Republican forees in the
Dublin Brigade area had sctually embarked on a guerilla
war campaign in much the sam'e_fashiqn as was carried out
during the previoys Anglo-Irish var. In many instances
they spowed_more.b01Qpe§s,'initia#ive-gnd took greater
chances than previously. One could‘noyAbgt_wonder-how
they could carry on at all in the face of extreme
adversity and opposition, ever'mapifest” by what seemed
to be an'uneﬁen contest. The men fighting outside were
during that .period more "up against it" than hitherto,
confronted as the&_werevwitp a foe tyﬁt_gyey many of the
tricks of the game. .,It was a very sinister fagf @hat the
Staters, being of native mould, as well as being former
friends of many 1.R.A. men, then arrayed against them,
profited well in the militéry_sppg:g by keeping our men
who were well known to them, to mové about underg;oupd,
with greater caution, circumspectiss and cameuflage.

Not the least notable advantage in their (the Staters)
favour was the additional strength occasioned by a
recruitment'of men to ‘their ranks, of which not a few were
ex-British Officers, N.C.0s. apd_rank‘ané_ﬁiler§. Then

again, the populace, because of the political issue, hatred



and fear were less friendly to our forces,
. Information was available that many people who
otherw;sg professed faith in 9ur:cggsemapd fr;ep@;ingss to
our men were afrald to help, to support or succour us
because of the threats of dire punishment for SO doing..
These and many other barriers and imposts did not 1mprove
the 51tuat10n in which our flghtlng men outside found
themge;ves involved. Somet;mes‘gs_was explained it was
*hard to know who were your friends or who were your
enemies", so few were the fp?mey and so many the.latter

in numbers and in relation tq.cofopgrative_enthusiasm

- and service, fIt“appégrgd_alsoﬂtbat a virtual vendetta

pad.been'set_up_gnﬁ predominate@ the land. Yes, despite

_that and from out that maelstrom more than one!instance

. was advanced to believe the vast disparity existing'between

the Free Staters or National Army and the I.R. A. i
Uninfluenced by numbers, personnel or attributes the I.R A.
if ogly modestly_supported'and;armed were standing Wel;“
up to the tfials and giving fight by a widenipg';gnge'of
activity throughout the country. One very adverse
difficulty that was causing grave havoc to their forces
wa§'tpe mo?nting.;gsses.of officers due to arrests, but it
was_commgnted by men who had just‘recentlyrcpme-into The
camp that in many cases replacements had been effected

by gubstitutes wpo were showing suffiqient‘zeai and energy
to carry on affairs. To many of us it looked as if

the greatest danger lay not so much in too fgwtmgp;but'
rather ip_?ffigersrifltye_mounting_sqale of arrests and
interpmentsuwere to QontinueVfor_;ong’kngwing that there
was no way of augmenting losses by recrﬁiting additional

and suitable men.
We'became . awarey also, that the women who supported

our cause ouilside were being utilised to assist the

i
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fighting men ip many mllitant undertahings, The intonmation
that became available suggested that they played a big
part in transporting arms and other warllke materlals to.
points selected for ambushing ete,. and in secretlng and
saving them afterwards; that without the- women's help the
men ‘would have found it 1ncrea51ngly dlfflcult to carry
on the fight. The_Free_Staters,Ahomever, had got
somewhat wise to that, with the result that they arrested
a large number of women interning them in the North" |
Dublln.Unlon Bulldlngs in North Brunswick Street Dublln.
That innovation in the warfare being maintalned out31de
conveyed the 1mpre331on that the flghtlng men were being
hard put’ to.lt both from the point of viev of manpower

and manoeuvreability.

One very striking feature of the situation as far
as the employment of ‘women on such dangerous work was'
concerned was that it was conducted accordlng to plan.

It could not be c¢laimed, nevertheless,'that the women
were universally_and always so utilised bnt only |

,for special‘reasons and for'narticular duties._ In many
1nstances some of the women showed themselves superbly
_keen for milltant act1v1ty and 1ndeed, in taking equal _
-and no less greater risks than the men. : Once they were
got going in that way nothlng and certalnly not any
measure of gentle persua51on could stop them. Cases

were even cited where some women kept cooler heads than the
men in the face of impending or.actual shooting or when
'an ambush was catried otf: Ehen;they;would sally of £
carrying the guns and sometimes guiding the men to safety.
We were infonmed that many a man owed his life_and his
liberty to the presence of mind and valuable assistance
of "the weaker sex", on many such dangerous occasions-or

missions.



_ If those vomen earned and decivved the approbation
of the i,R.Am outside they in an opposite sense were dubbed
by the Free Staters as "these wild women". Yet they ?cre
not as wild as they were computed to be; their wildness
actuallyvsprung from a desire to help the I,?.@, cause,

a wildness that was none the less chg.rgctc?_irgt_i‘c_v_igher; as.
during the previous regimé. __Already Wwe .were mcde_éwgre
of .some of their work which ccvcrcgwg-yide field, from
collecting monies for our dependants, the despatch'cf
parcels to the prisoners in Jail and camps, to the -
holdlng of public meetings in support of the Republican
cause and to protcstAagaipst the_lpcacceratlon cf and

treatment of the prisoners in general.

) Every addltlonal incoming internee comlng to the
camp imparted nevs and information on affeirs outside,
Somctimes cnatches of news frcm ggtsiqc cources_pegcfréted
through secret channels or from some of the Frée State
garrisons and of course therc_wcre_always_?pmpu:swf Dame
Rumour was a real live busy body in Gormanston - in our
huts, 73‘.{1 the alleys azﬁ_ by roads of our encampment. Due
to the prcvenderslof rumours, a good Qealﬁofuchece_rg@qus'
were circuiated for fun, to rile‘or to rise other pedple.
They touched on many subjects beszdes .our lnﬁernment,,on )
the flghtlng outside on polltlcal matters, and of all thlngs
the questicyucf early releases at the time when the latter

4

was a Doomsday -_dream.

'Plainly the practical joker had a fair field for
cxercising his taient_inqsuch'a place, Some of thc mqst
outlandish stories were put on their Tounds, started by
some wag or other_fo;_the benefit of others who ycrc"cve?
eager for information, Of course victims were sometimes
found to “swallow" the news, that always bore the earmark
of reliabilityﬁ Unfortunately soft people were to be

]
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found there to fall for such blarmey as the rngp; mongers

: 6opjectured, But not éll the interpegsrwépe §6 seft or so
easily taken in to believe every stqry.they;hegrd although
séme_of them_for fup's‘sake'caqght on to the rumours or news
and spread them furtﬁer gfi¢1d, -”Fpn"tq9 was got in other
way$ by the_gpplicatiqn of various titleé and descriptions
to camp personalitigs. ”Thqs_wg_had.gn 0.C. of Rumours,

an Q.C . o-f Whistlers, an 0..C_. .of Showers, an 0,C. of Dishes,

etec.

One of the greatest wags of the‘camp.apd hie who bore
ﬁhe name Qf."d°g° of Rumours" was Tommy Curran, a small
qarefree,.full of humour cha;aqté;, who singularly served
~in “GF Co@pany,nlsf Baytaliog_qutéide under Captain Bob Oman
and in Bob's hut‘in.Gorﬁanstoq. o ?pmm&_had a1ways '
the "best ﬁewﬂ; would always impart information in as
aAsimple girect manner and when‘thewngwsrwag plgasanﬁ'in a
most pleasant way and with great gustq,_'gﬂg_got_awaf with
some-5f3them for a time unti}rhé was found out or his stories
fell flat for even the best things in life do not last_
indefinitely., So there came a time when pislstock }h_@rg@e
became a particular cause for amusement to all and sundry.
Another Camp personality was “POO:”o;d‘??Qdy_Byrne“ nick-
named the, 0.. of Whj.stlgés. ‘He was arourd fifty years old
. but he was of a sturdy and active mould that would put men
of half his age or some of the young teeng‘tq shame, If
anything he was younger 19_spi;it and awareness po mqsﬁwn
people were ve to take into account that he wes the first
man to‘risgﬁthe mornings and tpe”;agt”alﬁggt“tom:etirg_@o bed -
.N@t"a;one that but he was first fq set fook in the compound
‘to sound the “early morn "reveill# " whistle signal_qhd the ..
last one to bring theAggﬁ back to their @uts_pfior to "Lights
out . ~ He had other duties to perform during the day; all of
which he carridd out to the letter of the law,  Paddy, in
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other words was the right man in the right place - not
sugggsting, of course, that Gormanston Intgrnm¢n§ Camp
was that right place for him, If ever there vas a man
who knew his duties and was alive to his Tesponsibilities
_that one was Paddy Byrne. ?er¥"f¢W;men_§¢uld hgveuﬁggen
such a keen interest in his calling so much and so well
as-he, Hail, rain, sunshine or darkness, Paddy was on

the job.

The: Biggpst complaint some of us “sleepy ‘heads" had
was that he was too thorough and too exact to tzme, too.
early and too punctual in awakening us from our reverles
in the mornings. ~ How he could make that,’ what to some was
an 1nfernal, whlstle sound anything but musical notes

through our hut to go on. his rounds thrqugh the 9§gg“§o the
disgust, annoyance amd execration of the “weary Willies®
and tired Tims, who, truth to tell would have rather
lingered on in bed for just_va'.gpt_her little while. “"What
a horrid nuisange_he_isﬁ was the verdict ofﬂqu;pgﬁq:ﬁumber'
"iish be would lose that whistle" vas more geerally
exprossed. No one would wish him to lose his watchy  _
although it seemed to alwayw register the right time; that
and even the whistle might, if lost, have been replaced by
the Camp Council. Or'indeed to hope and wish that he would
sleep_laﬁg,_the_next_neargst thing to anjimpossibi;ity‘§§‘-
' far as ?gdgy‘was_copce:pgd._ Withal, there was very very
little consolation in covering one's head in bed covering
or otherwise trying to shut out the forbid@en gpise_or by_

| friendly and not too friendly protests or mlssiles directed
towards h;m,r-’ﬂgalnstrsuch_sgyt;es_hg_ggg;d.r9§§}§§§ewpyv__
blowing harder, shriller and more vehement, ' vhistle blasts :
Todgiye_hiﬁ Fisndu? no trumpeter could stick to his post

as ¥ steadfastly as he, and thats paying him no mean tribute
Added to that, was the writers knowledge of the man since
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-19l7rwhen-he joingd the OfFlanggan §inn Feip_Qiub and
'1at§r when.he enrolled asmémber gihogr UCY auxilliary
company became attached to *H' Company, 1lst Battalion.
In the_iattgr_pody he was an associate of'Kgyin Baf%y'
and F;apk_Flood the two young I.R:A.'Martyre. For a man
of his type-I had éverymrgason'to believe he was a good
and dutiful Irish Volunteer,

) “Root“ Morris as "0.C. of Showers, was dnother
of our Camp"notabllities. HlS ~duty consisted of keeping
“steam up' in the weash-house, to supply hot ater for the.
shover baths and for"laundry® amd various domestic needs.
The 0.C. of Showers personified service without tears
and knashlng of teeth, as when for instance he
religiously “"banked” down the furnace for the hardy,
sometimes the much too hardy ggrly_mgrnipg“showe: bathers,
of which there were a few in our hut, who even in the
depth of wintgi, made it_a_habiﬁ Fo_indqlgehipwg daiiy
"plunge" or douche whichever was the more appropriate
term. To us, the unitiated and unenthusiastic, such
galavanting was anything but desirable or commending.

It was so to ®® speak incongrous whi}g.tﬁg rest of the

community of tired and tiripglsouisﬂsgughﬁ the comfort

- of blankets plus other types of improvised bed clothes’

for warmth and comfort, in that way our PraiSe_for the
“O.C._pf'Showers“ service during the day was reduced to a
lament for his more than expressive thoroughness in
providing hot water for the first-thing-in-the-morning-
@athe?s.f'_ﬁftervall, as some opined, he bore some mark
of responsibility for engogrggingmihe latters fegts of
darfing and for our reactions to such exhibitions and
eﬂﬁﬁwsﬁtthR,_%QmﬂmfwiﬁMQ%lmk
on some of these exponents of the daily bathe and feel
hgppy as a res@lt? _ pr could witness the almost super=- -

human abandon of say Jimmy McArdle in tossing himself out
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bed and in scanty attire pass through the hut and across
the compound to the wash-house; then vhen his ablutions
were cgmpleﬁed,-:eﬁurpﬁtq_gailyﬂg#qlaim "Iciclest -
the water is like icicles" and feel other than sﬁivery
and shaky, especially whgn_even ip_bed we wege'not' )
mich above the zero degree.  Surely it was a big price
to pay for a service that wag_ggp§§§9§1y_apd unt;?ipg}y

:endered by a painstaking and diligent 0.C. of Showers .

.. . Other types of characters were to be.found in
our Camp, each of different calibres, qualities and
capabilities, the mild no less than the wild.
Occasionally the latter species predominated the scene.
No internment'camp could be compiete without its guota
of wild, noisy and crazy spirits. Possibly a camp
could mot be a cemp at all if its immates were all of
the quiet, gentle, and free from blame types of ;gq;v;ggglé.
It ceftaiply_did appear_aé if gursrwas_no wprse;than.most
others and as.we were ju%t ordinary - or yefe we m'” “
extraordinary? - folk, human and possessed of all human
qualities and fewilities. It vas hardly possible that

the process of sparating the chaff from the wheat could
even have been garfigq:out to any great extent or with

any measure of succesg. ‘?grhaps ;ﬁ wquld”not have @gén

a feasible policy to try it. Hence we were thrown in

" as a bunch and a mixed variety.

None the less the “vild spirits" had most of the
play, most of the time. They made it their business to
be'always heard gﬁﬁ ggpeya%ly seen toek. _@haththey
lacked in other things, they ggde up in noise, the
creation and excitement of which was their .pet hobby.
Pandemonium resulted at times, propelled and produced

for fun. They hardly ever seemed to be at ease or easy.



......

various klnds, singlng bouts., oat—calls, sho,utlng, tussles,
bedding fights and heaves. The latter consisted of_““m
overthrow1ng or unbendlng beds and bedding, and tossing them
about the hut._' -The disarranging of one or two beds
in that way was followed by retaliation and a regular all-
in flght in which quite a number of men would become .
'involved and of course part1c1pate. Soon the hut“eoulq
become a complete shambles and an absolute mess the men
no less than the materlals show1ng ev1dence of the orgy.
Then when the Spate of fun and frollc _was over the JOb
_began of trylng to extricate ones personal property Whlch
as often as not got entangled with other peoples in the

ensuing confusion. -

7 _ When a situation like that arose and was gilven full
play gentle persuasion vent by the boards, which even the
threats and. blandishments of those in’charge of the ;
effected hut were ineffectlve to stop or control.‘ In many
instances it had to run 1ts full course, generally endlng
as it started in rlght good humour.‘ Where such was the_
cage nothiﬁg was -lost, and nothing galned except the " fun®
that acerued from it. It was such i‘un when carrled out
and accepted in that sp1r1t' thtle quarter was.given
and llttlerrequested. Whether you took what was comlng )
to you in good or bad grace hardly everdhatteredf' You had
1o optdon but_to ergage in the affray, make the most of
it and put up with-the consequences.' Significantly

- enough there were no set rules governlng bouts of that
descrlptlon, so all one had to do was to rely on a certain
* amount of horse-sense and use strategy. The more.
pummelllng you gave the ‘other fellow the better was the
prospect of wimming through - not that it alvays happened
that a person acting thus ever and always sﬁcceeded in

obtaining an advantage favourable to himself.
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_ That form of fun-play, though it was at times
a miisance had a brightening aspect in our lines. It
‘sometines made hut life urbearable temporarily. On the
other hand it gave a certain stimulation to the memtal
and physical make up of men who ordinarily active fuman
beings, vere confined into small space vith hardlya
. proper outlet_for_théirrenergie§ or"fgll'egpre$§ibgmﬁg
their feelings, not to.meptiqh:thg_émount‘oflfun_‘theym o
invariably got out of these seemingly wi}d“prgpks.”__lt ﬁas
well however, that these scenes yere_entere@';nto ﬁnq:"_'
acceptéd in good, sportsmanliké manner, theréin bad blood
and i1l feeling was reduced to a minlmum, although at

times they were rough in the extreme and 1ooked o
- threatening indeed. Thanks to the fine spirit dlsplayed
: by_allAcopcerned,_nothipglser}ogs occurred to mar the

happy brotherliness of our communai-camp existence.

~ Internment at any time is a trying ordeal. To
those imterned it is a burden, a bugbear and a nightmare
combined, which, notwithstanding, has to be borne as
. Joyfully and manly as POSSiPlg;f Life in an interrment
_camp can be tolerable or intolerable according to the
désires, the caprices and the whims of the interneces,
The almost too-regular routine of daily life, the
acquisition of little work and too much tlme on hands to
do it inherent in the system, tends to weaken _morale, to
cause inertia and a sense of frustratlon 1f not the ;".
breeding of laziness in individuals. It 1s the 51mplest
thing in the world for imternees to fall imto disuse under
the spell of the intermment code, which is an instrument
dev1sed and exerclsed to keep within measurable bounds and
_under v1sible or invisible restraint, while affording |

Just enough breathing ‘space and 11berty to recalcltrant

snlrlts to exlst on abundant fresh a1r w1th a food ration

barely sufflclent to sustain life were one to be totally
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dependant on the table fa:e'supplied_withéﬁt the |
supplementary parcels f;om hqme;_ _Bes%@eg_t?gse 7
essgntialé one's liberty suffered‘rat;énipgwtoﬂﬁhé_extent
of prescribed éommunication with the outside world. The
regu;ations permitted prisonerg to write two_let#é;s per
week. Such was the cgrtailmént that a half sheet Of,;
ordinary ruleq notepaper was allgwed, sp@ciai gmphasis
being placed on writing only on ppe_lines gy&_neve;
between ‘the lines. Qgr_co?respondencerwas a}wg&s
subject to striét censorship, a very deliberate
device which was intende& to keep the internees within -
bourds and as a safeguard against leakage of information
of a disagreeable or obnoxious nature, affeéfing the

interésts of the State etc.
By means of that powerful'weapon internees were

confined to the narrowest margin, their minds, their

imaginations gnd.their wills being regulaye@.agco:ding tg

set standards. The net result of.thgsmw§s~that internees
suffered in default thereby.. Free thought and the _

free expression of opinion, which-thé‘avarége éitizen
associated with the liberty of the subject and the o 7
inallenable rlghts of men were glarlngly negat;ved by the'
imposed rule of censorship. Internees, however, had no
other choice in the matter exqép? to comply. _;Sai}gne

to do so generally reacted against‘the_offengipg_ong whose
co:respondénce was held up or the of?qndinghpasgaggsﬂ__ _
ruthlessly deleted by means ofrblue;pencilg_qp'sc}ssors to
the par?ial.of cqmplete muti;atiop qf the ot@erwise_
precious missive. Thgt ceﬁsorship Qf'?grresPopdgnge pgﬁ,
of course, two sides to'it,nliké“the afq:eﬁentioggd letter -
the humourocusand the serious side. Eyenrip an intermment
camp, as in other ﬁlaces, men may be found to make or

. to get fun oﬁt of anyﬁhing.i We were, perhaps, no

different to the rest. The fact that there were men -
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amongst us who saw humour in that situé@ion'andﬁwgre‘in |
?hemselves game for fun was symbol&iig of the t;epﬁ of _
their feelings apd_oflaffairs in_general. VSome'gﬁ these
availéd of the opportunity to keep the cepgqr_qgitg ﬁuéy,
by writing letter on political and camp topics that no
earthly chance of being "passed"; others wrote for the
censors personal "benefit" intending to add an extra
spice of flavour to the meat of unkindness. That there
were soﬁe such people who were ahimated w;thhso’litﬁlg
regard and consideration for the invigiﬁlé_cypher "the
rubber stamp celebrity" which symbolised the office -of

Camp Censor the following anecdote amply demonstrates.

One particular internee was in the habit of writing
to "his dear spouse" in other words his good wife. There
-was nothipg parﬁicularly Wrohg or egtr§ofdinary‘;phhis“§o
doing or fgr'his‘making use of the mostléffectiongtg and
endearing terms fqi the occasion, even at the risk of
- causing the censor a number of fits of gmotipp‘ﬁqr_"loves'
young (or_ol@) dream" or wafting him into a state Qﬁl_
-ecstacy for the "poor poor deg;s“. ‘But’?hat.is only
the introduction to the story, which begins from the .
poin£ when thé aforementioned internee in "posting" the
~ letter in éuestion exclaimed with a certain amount of glee
and satisfaction "Thats one for the Cepsor.“' “The poor
spouse will'nqt get this one,  But better-lpck‘ngxt time"
which always happened . Then it“trangpired"that_ou;_w
friend could not resist the temptation of "telling the
censor all about his blind agnx".. It must be understood
that the reference here to_"te}ling_thg qen;orma@qut.pis
blind aunt" did not concern his aunt at all, if or whether
she was or was not blipd.-,_It tgferre¢ striqﬁly‘to
“telling the censor®, having'a good rap at him or
crossing swords with him. We were never able to fiﬁd

out how the censor took this "telling off" but some of
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‘us surmised that he winced‘a bit and felt déaply annoyed
at the little personal homilies so rained on his poor |

eranium and despatched for his individual benefit.

o It appears that the offending internee wished to
score an_oqd point or two on'him by way of reminde;-fo?_his
past, his political past. Whether thé'fegling was mutual
or not it would have been hard to say; but. one thing stood
out-clearl& - our friend would have fogﬁe;ted many letters -
he_actuall& did forfeit quite a'féy.— to give the Censor

a piece qf his mind, in "a few epistles" as he so often -
declared. Invariably many of his letters, written }nré@Ch
a style or on such a cgpic never reaéhedihis ?déar gpogse"
The few thaﬁ did, and some that were returned to him as
rejects, were unrecognisable, so much so that the recipient
could not fail to be impressed thgt the censor-was'a very

busy man and quite thorough going.

Not having had the plgasurg_o?_disp}easurewof“thg_
good and fa;thful cepsor's_acquaiﬁtangermost_of u§ﬁh§d té_
be content to view him from a distance and to consider him
as an all toorinvisible”being, whose‘wﬁfd_qu law, camp law,
who wiglded his blue Penpil in sgm;lgr s§raip_to tpgt“in

in which the pdgt“w;ote the praises qf.ﬁtperpen"_bei§g o
“mightier'than.the sword" and who suffered no affront, no
insult'qr_aSSaultlto go unchallenged while one blue speck
or one drop of ink_remained. Mayhaps he looked a tearing,
raging, and maddening sight when he dotted his 5. and
crossed his Ts. or in efazipg or_muti;atiﬁg_such o
correspondence. Even a cepsor has his faults at times,
The may be proverbial and perhaps always. to the fore, before
him, behind him ard closely allied to him. To perform his
duty well and nobly he may have to find fault with someone
at sometine who is not acting according to presg{ibed__

Tegulations, When he does not, as when he closes his-
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efeg £o ;Ome leg%agewofr;nro:matéon p?_some news that should
nqt'leak_qut,_his masters will assuredly find fault with
hin, When he does not the subjects, in fact the letter
writer, internee, as in that case, finds with him and sq:
the censor must - well, what mist a censor do anyway, but

to ecensor something or other?

~ That busiqeés“of'censorship_cauged~no end of trouble
to the prisomers. It is not always possible to conform
to recquised hard and'fast_standardsmip letterlwriﬁingnfdr
insténce.._ Everyqne hés a different yay_of expressing
their thoughts, their feelings, gmotipns_etc. ve p;isg#
internees were no different to other"ordipgry folk in that
respect. It may be easy for SOmeLonple to'write ina
very fluent intelligent style, others in a kiqduqf xigmgyole
and not a few who throw grace and charm to the winds write
from the heart undisguised, in which_a spade is called
nothing‘but a spade éndfdratmthe consequences. -Just as .

there are people who, wiser in theig ggp@:atipp,rcan'.

effect to put out a smoke screen, use metaphor, and erect
~a camauflage to disguiseifheir proper meanipg_gpd.intentions,
which may be known at the regepf_cioh_end_, and not in
between - the in between in this instance being the censor.
That, hovever, takes some doing - it certainly did take

some doing "to put it over" on our lively, wide-awake
censor, although, mark you, a Cgmp Censor Q?Fp°t”??“9ui§?"
infallib;e'apd it may not be“his_§&glt_i£>som§ };t@}g'bits'
of information did get through his sifting and sieving

or by devious means and certain upspeq}fied_ghanpglg of
which he had no_knqwledgee Such‘things happen, have
happepgd~§pdVpxgbabiynwilljhappen,_whenever anﬂ however
;nternment camps-exigt,__ The adage“"the?e'are many ways

of killing a duck besides choking him" actually held
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- tzue in Gormanston Camp then, in special regard to spreading

the_news_ané if anyone could be'rega:dsq_as ths best news

provender Jimmy McArdle was that by a long way.

| What more aggravating insq;t could be offered than
to receite_s 1ettst from“s relstive or a“f:isn@ in a

tattered, torn mess, or mutilated in such a manner as to

-make it resemble what, for want of a fitting term, could

be called "ducks and drakesq‘in_sgch“a_pitifql“ssn@itisp
vhereby you could not make head, tail or bodylgutugf it.
More like s‘riddle_or_a gig-saw puzzle ;p_wqrds_that”somshow
had got lost.or mislaid in.some very strange way. Iry as
you would you would be unable to fathom either what was
m;ssipg or even try . to understand what was left “passed

by the csnso:“ Luck fsvoured you_lf_1t_was”sstatlishsd

.beyond mortal doubt that, at least, the sender was well,

and hoped you were the same, or if you were assured that a

‘parcel was being sent "with fags" and a few edible and

otherwise odds and ends thrown;in.. These things were all
one could hope for in letters that were deemed not to be

prejudicial to the State or offend Camp regulations.

True not alil the letters sent out by the 1nternees
suffered that terrible fate. ‘Some, couched in diplomatic
or clewerly disguised language, passed the csnsoyfs eye, and
escaped his péhsilling; othets of the hgméshat“style |
wended their way in_safety and without molestatign{_ One
very big @rawback to writing a proper lsttsr, peverthslsss,
was accentuated by its all tbp.sportened fppm of the paper
supplied which caused many a prisoner to yearn to be
allowed tpe facility to write betwsenvtpe'lines,_a_thing
that was strictly prohibited. Sadly, ohj how sadly - |

we had to accustom ourselves to writing on the iipss and

., refraining from contreversal subjécts of which mention of

politics was the main proscribed topic apd write our
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homi;ies in a'very-hémély gay_in_prdgr'ngt to bring down
the wrath of our not over indulgent or undutiful friend,
the-censor; efforts indegg thaﬁ put many of us to the
pin of our collar and caused us many heart burnings,
becauée wg,alvays had the strangehfeelipg that our ;etters
ﬁe:e not so confidential_apd pe;sonél as we wished and
hoped them to be. In consequence of this: many a loving
word had to be pmitted_and unwritten'fo: fggr of_tﬁngling
or was it pbssible_to tingle? - the heart strings of the
cypher behind the scenes, |

It was strange - or was it so strange after all? -
that we could get accustomed to the mechanical form of _;-M
writing letters in the one stfain on the self same subjects
and generally with the same orthodox or unorthodox
phraseology. That, at least, wgs the price one had to
pay for being couped up 1ns;dgubarbed w;:es._“Afﬁer a
number of repeti@@ons of the stuff one got qued,lonejg
letters became equélly boring, there being so little to
write about as a rule unless a person wgs_poepig qubag
a flair for the artistic, qualities that are not always
associated with life in an in;erpmept'camplqryqf_tnghaverage
internee. How, for instance, would we have _ips_p;_xjafcion‘ |
or ?ise to great heights“of imagipgtiqn or fancy.in a
place where you savw the same sightsé heard the ;a@ewgﬁqriés
and yarns, breathed the same air and performed the same
regular routine daily. Very little variety, beyond an
occasional comcert, an odd play or games tquypa@en; could
be recited. Maybe the folks at home had no special grddn
for our referneces to those and eur various classes of
study - Irish, French, Spanlsh, glasses 1n beglnnlng L
book-keeping and the provision and conduct of a day school
primarily for people not_ye;y“adyapped‘lg education, _Thg.
latter was a wonderful.éxperiment_and gpqu§li§ieéwsuchss.

After a full and practical term an examination was held
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those passing beiﬁg granted certificates of merit.

- In respect of the study of the Irish language it
was ngteworxhy that_maﬁy men qualified for the'Féinpe__
from one of the classes conducted by Padraig Cahill, son
of Art Cahill, Chemist of Lower Dorset Stieet ‘the latter
a 1916 man. As a teacher,_Paddy was energetlc, palns-‘3' i
taking and better stlll, proficient in his work of 1mparting
the true blas to a group of us each day, and it was not his
fault if he failed to reach the highest peak of fluency
and perfectiqn in that sphe:erqf gndeaﬁour.“ Thgse were
really "happy moments day by day“,_a half hour or an hour or
so well spent for lessons well chosen and worth the time
and the labour involved. That class, which was mooted
PYA?S of the Hughes Garrison group was held in the "tailors
shop", a hut speqiaily lgidasidé for the gsé of Jimmy
McArdle and Johnny Hughes for mending and patching the
prisonérs clothing, "buck shee" in other words for nothing.
Like the stody of Irish the tgiloring was a_pure_lapQur_
of love - andrdid.they“lqvg it? We had ;éason to know
that they.did_. Not alone that but due to the two
éstablishmepts" the hut became quite a busy place or
rendevouz for a numbér of the "boys" where one could call
in without invitation as some did or ceremony and have
a DOW-WOW, a hegrty joke and aiwhiff of gosspp. It also
served another purpose, to wit, it became.a‘plaqg:for some
of us to "do our laundry". ~Perhaps it might not be quite
-right to call itra lagnd;y‘but‘at ;east"it Qas“a good
standby in enﬁbling_us to perform -the dutiles connected

with the wéhing of our clothes.

_ Necessity impelled us to that task. Every Monday
some ofjus washed our dirty linen or other fabrics of

whlch shlrts, collars and underclothlng are composite parts.

That was the washing 1ndeedl As was only too reasonable
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to expect there was no hard and fast rule as towtpé ‘
right way of doing the wihing. Rather should it be said
if permission is given to the use of a_pun, that there vas,
.pf_coursg, a hard and fast method ofmdoingiﬁ,'pyqvigeq_ppe
was not very pafticul_e_uj_abouf the way it was carried out .-
But on an average we soﬁght to do a good Jjob although -

it was a distasteful task enough. Bach man had his own
way at first but gradually we caﬁe a;pgn@_;o a kind of
fixed standard, thé easiest apd the quickest system
influencing us in the choice. _Not that we_fgund @he N
easy way always the easiest or the‘quick way_thg quickest.
Sometimes we found the ﬁork hard enough either ways.
"Every cobbler to his‘last“, is a very true mexim. )
However, easy or quick, sWift or hard, we tgcklgd our job'
thus. Say the night before washing day we_étegped_our
clothes. With most it was a case of jumbling all the
washables into a dixie, a kind of galvanised basin,
shirts, 50ckg, collars, underclothing, hapdkerchiefs -
all together. Others did it differently by keeping the
woollens out. The next day, fie;d_washipghday, the
clothes were duly boiled and rinsed in quick deliberate
time. There were times, however, when it was not always
as easy or quick as that,. Mark you, ‘in an intermment
camp'ones clothes can get very, very soiled, sleeping
between blankets that for all we‘knew_naq never been
vashed since they were pr}t into commis sion. _We c_ouldn"l;
washthem. The Staters would not wash them for us and as
we hadn't any charladies to do it ?@r us that matter and
mode of cleanliness went.by default.. When‘ it is
considered that a person might have the Same set of
blankets for months and indeed for years, well, they
could not_be expected to keep them clean of_their own
free will. Shaken and tossed they were, of course, to

rid them of dust. Yet any good housewife would affirm
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that shaking or beating is no #ubsyitute for washing.
But let us come back to our process of washing, much

or little, but very often much, time was spent in rubbing
scrubbing and 1a€éring our e¢lothes whicheverj;was a

botherscme job.

One day somebpdy hit Qn a brillianfl idea of
scrubbing them with a good hard brush, After all, we
could not be expected to show fine technique in such
affairs like our mothers, our wives and sisters; nor the
knack, nor the hands nor the wrists for doing a‘éayg B
wéshing. So when we saw a fellow using a brush on a shirt
on a collar or an underclothing, that had to be stretched
out on a table for the purpose, vhen we saw ﬁpqmlpvgly_
soapy suds being rubbed and rubbed into the particular
items_whatmother thought do you think, came to us but this-
shy, that seems a most reasonable way for suqhﬂwpfk, in
maybe quicker time. There seemed, also, a surety of
getting the dirty spot out. .Who cared whether the things
were scrubbed pb tatters as théy inevitgbly_mugt, by a
method that was anything but gentle or coaxing. We were
even tempted to omit rinsing them_seeing that we had
rubbed them to our hearts content. That is rot saying
that everyone of the prisonmers adopted that dourég, Some
soaked and others did not soak their washing or even permit
the fire to take the trouble of b§iling them. Again, there
was a particular class who were adept in dqipglthe work
in an ultra gquick motion. So; prestol they paggeq al}
their washables in a dixie, brought the water to a boil
and taking care to put a few c¢lippings of soap_intogthe )
water stirred them round and_round,_”$hen_t§k;ng_thg dixie
from the fir'e gave_th'e qlothgs a rinsing after which they

were placed on a line to d4dry.
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 These were the several forms by which the ordeal
of_wéshing was condugted ~ every man accor@ing-to pis own
vway and fancy - until one day some newer method was
introduced by one of our fraterna} group to reduced the
work.tp a minimam., A s;ab'of,Preservine did the trick!
Needless to remark we watched him most_carefully going
through his washiné moveméﬁts, that-also, again, needless
to remark, facinating us not a little or quite a lot.
He had cut the soap into very fine flakes and placed them
in the basip._ When the water boiled a lovely liquid of
concentrated suds formed. After this he deposited the
washables, In this they remained to steep overnight. On
the following day he had little to do, as according to him
ﬁﬁhe soap did the magic tricki" It certainly seemed to
some of us, the ideal way, anﬁ we accordingly heaped on

Paddy Holohan our profound felicitations for the tip!

When Séturday‘arrived_we had to, or our ¢lothes
had to undergoe the task of ironing. ?hat?-to sgmé? yaé_g_”
harder andralmost”nerve-ﬁrecking experience. 'hMaq'g";iron
- or goose, stood us 1in good stead which witprh;s agsistance
and under his expert direction we mgpageddtoamapipulatgn o
~after a good deal of labour. On Saturdays, too, we made it
‘our especial business to give ourselves a good lbok
over in preparation for the next day Sunday - preparation
which caused maﬁy a week's grown beard to be shavgd_an@l_
many a pair of boots to ﬁe cleaned which had not seen the
sight of polish or dubbing for as long. “Even ¢ lothes w?;e
brushed and mended, if required. ' Such a_§tir it was. Its
surprising how men can get fussy in an interrment camp.
Some who ordinarily were not particularly careful ;n_yegard
to their personal appearance and toilette on.week days
h@re became ..'really busy then. 7 Home habitsz pgrhap§,
How hard to break away from these! Everyone was anxious

to appear at their best on the Sundays - the Lord's Day and
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and they generally didj thus performing a kind of
transformation as it were and crgating the impression that
the camp or ‘the inhabitants of it had undergoné_a_kind of
spring cleaning. The scene as the men paraded for early
morning count and iﬁspection and their‘presence at Mass

‘was indeed edifying and wholly satisfacto;y; Then the

full significance of the cleaning and brushing up of . the
previous day became manifest ang unde?stood.‘ltho;d a
rare and beautiful sight! Even though few of them were
attired in the best raiment, and many cogld only boast -
of "Martin Henry" suits, as supplied by_Phe'camp authorities,
heavy army blucher boots, or patched, dishevelled

oddments which sone g@odly time beforelwere“rggafded as
suits, coats or pants, They made a gallant show. Yet
the peculiar feature of the occasion typified at- least that
. if they weréﬁgn their best Sunday clothes they came as

near to it as circumstances permitted.

‘ The scene associated with the men's presence at

Mass was a néver-to-be fégggttep ray, an inspiring and

a thrilling one. Perhaps it was no differen; than it
was in Frongoch after the Biging‘in 191g QT:?Q Bq;lyg;p}aq_
the Curragh and othér Camps in 1920 - 1921 for such §;@ilar'
scenes had been_enacted_in each. ”Ihose’gf_éup_@eg who
remembered the scenes at Mass in any of these Camps“yere
bound to bé visibly affectedlgnd'have_c§pr;¢d fqrya;dm

golden memories“of thenm. Scehes ;ike_these“ngyer lose
anythinérby repetitign_and_fgpgmbrangg, m?ée only
difference essayed is the peréona;,“tne personnel, the
participants, as it were, pf_the service. ‘_Ygﬁ,.gvgryn
recurring pygsentaﬁipn of the scene conduces to enhance
the_beaupy,to ekhibitda:picture of rare“imp;§s§iv¢nessz sb
brilliant and withal so very, very modest and simple as
to be termed extraordinary and bewildering. There were

always sommny things one could notice to be impressed by
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and to comment on .the rapt attention dlsplayed by the men
dur;pg the QlV}pg'Sagrlflpe: _lhe;; grdept_p;aygfful and
devotional sensitiv?ngsg tp:oughout the w@q}e §9tmof .
Worship and Sacrifice, testiﬁigq‘pguthénfaitp;tygtwwas in
'them.v' We who were both ‘participants and witnesses of
these edlfylng and impressive scenes had good reasons
for feeling affected thereby, for the celebration of Mass
was phe most important factor in our existence in that
Camp. - |

Reverting to the questlon of the "Count". This
was conducted first thing in the morning and last thing
at night. It was carried out by the Free State Officers,
accompanied by one of our staff who wept_frg@_put to
hut for the_purposg_éf checking up_on'phe‘pe:sqgnel
comprising thé_Camp. The pr@songrsrweyg_pgrgdéﬁ_at_their
respgctive_beds, the officers pgssing_along_gpuyping
thgm. Finding the Count correct we would then be

dismissed.

) One of the deadletter days in'gormanstppIQamP
was associated with the reporting of the “execgﬁions" of
our I.R.A. leaders, Rory 0'Connor, Liam Mellows, Dick
Barrett and Joe M§Kelvey,_§ris9ner$wig Mountjoy Jail.
That informat@on_qigpified‘that‘reprisal_measﬁrgé or death
dealing reprisal#iwerg to be @he:new weapon of the Free
$tate authorities;in_trying_to overcome resistance to
their rule and policy. Here wagma‘ng?_departgrg_iy the
treatment of interned,Vunt:iedwgr;sqgeqs:_.Tpev;eport_qf
the "rebrisal“-orT“executionﬂ came as a staggering blow
to the men interned in Gormanston, not merely because of
the sacrifice ext{acted_but on account of the dire and
irreplaceable loss of such prominent qnd“stg%ﬁgrt
champicns'.of our Republican cause. All theselmegrwere

!
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because they were more in the'public_éyg_and very widely
known in the political national and miliﬁapy_circ}eg_
prior to and subsequent to Easter Week, 1916. Because
of that their names ard thelr feme were coupled with the

other two: Rory and Liam, Dick and Joe.

The manner and mode of the "executions", the day
(Our Lady's Feast day, 8th December,_1922) selected for
the slay;ng, the reprlsals; the reason advanged‘for thenm
could have but one meaning for incarqefated men; They .
_bétokened a new departure in the ?Qlicy_of tpe“EreeWState
authorities tqwards prisonérs - any of the prisoners
they choose to put out of the way. Men even sald it
- might be anyohe's turn tomorrow the_nex? day or sometimes
in the near or distant future. Bul most of our men
viewed the reprisals in the light of an attempt to create
terror and fear amongst us.prisoners and non prisoners
alikej; in fhe full realisation of the bitter agony we
felt for the loss of such noble and patriotic men, our
men whom we honoured as martyrs for our cause. Yet,
in our moments of sorrow and utter desolation .we _
could not forbear to reflect on the changed times that
had overtaken us and how with every sugcéedingrday and
week and month since the firsd shot was fired six months
previously, sacrifices’were being made valiantly_and
| willingly offered by our comrades whether leade;s'or
rank-and-filers that would have been regarded as |
collosal during the more recent Anglo-Irish war. The
latest blood sacrifice, however, bore ﬁogsimilarity_to
and was not‘precedented by any previous one in detail
in principle, cause or course, adopted by a former
alien authority. That an Irish Government or a
Government qlaiming to be Irish should have deigned
to extract sacrifice by way of reprisa; on uptried

prisoners in custody for several months, provided little

|
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relief to us, who were interned, and at their mercy, and
if Wwe judged rightly would incense the men of the I.R.A,
outside in the stiffening fight that they were making.

Christmas arrived - our first Christmas under the
New Free State - An Saqrstét Eireann, - regime.
Christmas, and we'p;isoners”acco?d;EgAtg_thg "willwof the
people”?  Christmas, what did it mean to us? What _
could it mean to us? Tha@_fest;ve season_found"us inside
barbed wires. There were some little relaxzations or
modifications in the regulations for the day. We had, of
‘course, to make our own preparations for spendi#g'ou;
Christmas away from home, These wéré_simple:anq fev.___
Our dependence on the food~parcels from our pepple.outside
to make our Christmas a happy and a merry one was vgrj
keenly felt_énd added to the bﬁrggn_whiqh many of us
:eal@sgd was indeed hard enough to.bear, Alﬁeady
our own relatives hadrsuffgred_enormously by_ou; six
months internment by the lossrofuég: galar;es or wages.
Few were the compiain#s_erm‘them_op Fha?,sgoye,_mwe had
Treason to marvel how our peoplg'cqntingeﬁ to §ubsi$t_in
such pecuniary cirdumstances and such severe straits.
Yet inspite of the suffering and losses inflicted on them
they bore them with wonderful steagﬁasy courage and in
a fine generous spirit, bearing with us in the ordeal
vhich they and we faced, each in our different capacities
in the full_light that whatever the trial q;_t@e.sacrifice
a bold front had to be shown in the situation that then

existed,

~ This matter_oﬁ‘dependence_bn;the goodness and
generosity of our people outside baused many of the
internees grave anxiety and serious apprehension. Some,

who were normally better placed and in comparatively easy



106.
circumstances had, perhaps, little cause for such
anxiety or torfgel gloomy on Ehgdqgestipn of wan;_by
stringency amongst_their_:eia@ives.. Happy the7lqt of the
internee who was not worried over the financial affairs
~ of home. Such peqp@e'were,ﬁhgweyg;,min;a small minority.
The g?éatumajority‘of us had reason to fear that our
dependants vere not living in the lap of luxury and if
as so often happened, too frequently and too regularly,
they sent us food, daipties,_tohacéo and cigarettes
we knew thaf iﬁ was costing them moré.thahrtheyiqould
afford and céusing pot merely an effor@ bq§ a financial
strain and was in excess of vhat we wished. The
humblest parcel was a God senﬁ gift. One_hag to
be an internee to realise the importance and the value
of such parcels. However good and plgnfiful the food
pfovided there were always little extras required to make
up for certain deficiencies or_other_shoft comings in
| the rations supplied. The amount, apart from the quality
of the food allocated to each prisoner was barely enough
to keep one alive - it waé so regulated as to provide Just
2 minimum fare to prevent one from actually going‘completelf
hungry where one had an average appetite. But as is
bound to happen in such places and amongst so many varied
classeé of people, what might be ?9gardgd as ample for
one man might be merely a_ﬁrifle to another. Appetites

like human structures vary.

- It was not uncommon then, as it was-not_
unreasonable, to perceive that quite a number of men were
insufficiently and inadequately fed and nourished. Many .
of those and particularly men from the country coﬁld |
éasilyrconsume twice over the amount prpvi@ed.”‘lt was
a sad sight to see some of these sitﬁ%ng down to-the'

what to them, were frugal meals and to hear them asking

rather dolefully "Is that all", The that in the case
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was so emphatically and so demonstratively expressed and
signified more than even the words themselves. One could
almost imagine thét the quespion ;apher ?e}gted ﬁo the
matter of a purchase or a bet. There was too, &
suggestion in the query that the meh involved were thinking
and bound to thlnk in the presence of ouch a m01ety of
food, that they were belng fooled 1nto the assumptlon that
Fhe profered fare wogld or could sustain the@.” One look
at some of these men, who normally could consume the
three rations’ at one meal and still feel unsatisfied,
afforded convineing proof of the @g?ribla straits in
which they founq themsélVes in a situation where demand

exceeded supply.

Hunger is good sauce, it is gaid..uﬁsk any
countryman or a‘towpsmén With'the ordinary‘appetipe of
a ccuntryﬁan who has spent time ip an internment camp,
his version Qf the wisdom orrunyis§o; of the.proverb and
what answer do'you think will be fqrthqoming.' |
Invariébly“tne majority would unanimously gffirm,and
furnish absolute copfi?mation of its very potenﬁ_
relativity withig its Qvn;compassrqr strgta or Pearigg _
on the inner man, in its regard for the things that sustain
life, But our meﬁ.ﬁ9uld haver§én more liable to
answers "Give us the sauce everytime‘anq always - you can
leave the hunger aside, We had enough of the latter

during our internment!,

. It vasg a pitiful 51ght a cruel and unpleaaant
51ght to behold some of these men durlng mealtimes -
partaking of the ﬁood? knowing only too well that they
were still unsatisfied and _unfe{c'i.. Fortunately the Dublin
men, our oﬁn generous hearted men of the nglin Brigade
helped their country comrades in many ways. In many

daSes'they provided the countrymen with some of their



rations and shared the contents of their food _pél:c;els,
cigarettes and tobamco. We Dubliners although some of

us Were_npf.much or even bgtte: off ip_worl@lyngoodsvo?
wealth than they, seemed to get more parcels from home,
Perhaps that was dge to our weing nearer toitheusypp;y
base or that our folks were more alert or kindly than
theirs. Whatever the reason it was hard to hazard but

as alregdy mentioned our pa_rc«_als m arrive@ more
frequently and regularly. In the case of our country
friends such parcels arrived once in a while. In every.
instance the amount of food etc. that they received in
that way far exceeded ours. Then they would have feastlngs
galore for a short spell supplementing the rations supplied
by the camp authorities. The average_Duplip man
generally received one parcel per week, sometimes more,
according to the generosity of his acguaintances.
'Generally in a spirit of independen;e‘the_lucky recip@enﬁ
of the happy hoard would not dine in the ordinary mess
hal;,'preferring rather to “live.én his own_k?ep“_gnd_m

by so doing leaving extra rations for the_lessifgrtunate“
"boardersﬂ. Hence the men of the bigggr‘appgtiteg_benefited
to the extent of having additional food, served at the

table so discreetly vacated by the Dublin man.

. Then, again, many of the Dublin men ad formed,
themselves into g?oups, pooled their resources and };#ed.
a kind of community life within their respective huts
and in the dining hall. It frequently happened that
these groups refrained from partaking of the tea ration
on sych oqcasiong_whgnrtpe supply“of foqd from‘hpme was
plentiful. In such cases we might obtain boiling water

from the cook house, brew our own tea andfhave”gn alfresco
tea in our owﬁ hut. On other occasions only draw the
tea apd forfeit the bread ration becaﬁge'qe would have

daintier food at our service. That was so, particularly
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in regard to our group. Paul Brady was our Group Leader
and nggra¥”M§p§gQr_;pﬂqhatge of thewﬁ99ngupply“position.
He had gmbig”job_lqokipg aftepﬁpgy parcels. All the eatables
were passed to him,_thgﬂgiggggtﬁes‘and noneatables
being'retainéd bymthg_?egpgcpive";nQiyiduals, A_coﬁmuni;j
spirit_préya;;ed in :e;pggt_tq_“smqkeg“ which were always
shared. it_did not happen that fortune fayoqred us every
day as genéral;y most of us got our parcels on the same
day, the exeegt%?n being qne oonur men yhose pgrgels came
from the country. 1f it had not been for Paul's good
nanagement we would have made savages of curselves by
eating the fqu_as»repeiyedf No housewife could have
served us better}.espgciglly_wiphin the bounds of rationing
for he kept a watchful éyg on us and of course on our
parcels and sav that nothing would go astray amd proper
.use mgde‘of everything. His was an‘upenviable‘job_but_he
was able for it and liked it. We in turn liked him into
the bargain for not alone was hg_tru;twqgthymbut he was
downright honest and most attentive to us witha
solicitude apd a_ca;e7that_§Py ?qusekeeggr would envy.
“Paul® one of our group would ask, "Whats on the menue tqday“
' For answer Paul would reply "I dont think we should draw
ény_ratiqns é; Dinnertime" q;,"Wé_Wont draw the rations
this'eveping",l_fG99§ o}d_?ﬁu;ﬁ'pr "Leave it to Pqul" were
often.hearé in praise of his good york} Then coming near
the time for the respective geélmpenwopl§ prepare the food,
ﬁsome.of us helping him. There was always someone tqimgke

- the journedy to the cookhouse ror”boiling_wéter or to the
diningypom fo: part_of thev;ations when reguired. We

were assured of a good meal.

R —— PR mar v e - -

. "Brave Paul, you're a treat. You'll get a job in
the Gresham after this", somebody would enthusiastically

declare. We often wondered how he managed it, how he

managed us; his very hungry but not extremely rude "family"
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‘of eleven. We could write very fulsome of Paul and the
tagtyﬂmgals gﬂd daipt;és_he prgpa;ed.‘ He was adept and
resourceful in the matter referred to. Many a time we
looked on in won@er_aﬁd amazémgnt ap_hig_handiwpxk_bgﬁ |
more especially so in connection with his own individual
characteristics for he was a combination of coolhess,“
gentleness and klndness. I partlcularly have reason to
praise him as dur .ng the period I was on the medlcally unfit
list and in consequence excused parades etc. Unable to
partake of some of the heavy camp food, the deficiency was
made up in some otherrwéy. Paul saw to it that suitable
nedessaries yhgn_availablelwere supplied tq me . Argupply_
of fresh eggs sent me by one of my friends, Jack Richmond,-
or sent in to others of the group were takgniqver_by'Baul,
for my daily consumétion. Other delicaqies were similgrly
.credited to me.- It did not matter in the least who owned
them. Nope of the group ever_éuestioned Paul ;?usﬁch_pr
any of h;s work. Allrwere_very agreegblq, trusping_him

in disposing of the food as he thqught_fit-and proper. Any
of fhe_mep qould havé enjoygd these deliqacies”ggually és
Vel; as”your_humb;e_éervant. No man cggldubogst_of bétt?r
partners or nobler comrades. We came together as a group
thers e contimed ss a group, an almost mmen family.
How often did I express regret for depriving the men of their
preciousrlukuries._ My remonstrances met no otherlrewgrd
than algonﬁinuatéon gf_that grand and kind service. How
very typical this was of men like Paul Brady and the other
men of the nghes_Garrison. Other men also on the sick

list were assisted by their fellows.

N Our_little group had by then assumed”a fai:_degrge
of importance.in Camp affairs. VCaptan.n Gerry Golden was
Hut Leader, Martin Fimn the égmp Prison ﬁedical;gfficgr?'
Lieutenant‘Paddy girk was Cgmp Poliqe‘foicer_assisted by,

among others, Larr# O'Connor and Bertie Somerville and
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Thomas. Hahesy was attached to the q§mp‘qutOfficé under
Frank Scott. Arsynopség'qgmggehwqu'falliﬁg_under each’
'of_these spherés qf_aptivitéeg;mag pqtmberrem;sgf _The P
position Qf our M.O.rﬁas_a mgst\ppe;ous and.essential“one.
He was Tesponsible for looking after the health of his
fellow internees, dispensing @eqig;nes,_visiting the sick
‘and the ailing and arranging the transfer of the seriously
sick tomthe_Cgmp'hogpgtal._¢ Everyday he prepared a list of
patients for the visiting and attention of the Free State
Doctor; always he seemed to be kggt’going_ih thé_hundred |
and one duties associated with his of fice. He was supplied
with stock médical_“p:epa?qtions“_7”911135 liquid paraffin
iodine and a few other odds and ends. One mighﬁqhavé a_‘
headache or a_puﬁmy complaint. "ﬂé was given a Number Nine
or the paraffin.’ Indeed the_Ngmpg?_N;pe.was rggaydeq"aé
the magical cure-all. The M.0. too, proved himself to
he_a regular benefactor, an almost wonder worker. Few could
have been so zealous, enthusiastic and”sefviqeab}e as hef'
A proof of this was that he was held in great esteem
among all classes. Those of us, and particularly, my
humble self, who knew h;s_wprth and his capabilities
on;& tood well would nop_gxpept_any_but the best service,
consideration,and gtpggpiog'frop him. How bitterly he
fought against that promotion and stoutly riled me for
sugéesting his name for the post. He advanced sound enough
reasons against the course. Not that he did not wish
or refused to kelp his fellows in that way;_his‘disliké'
sprang frun cégses'that were purely me@idal; go;relating
to the consciousness of being unable to'rgpder effective
‘service uﬁder conditiong_thatrwerernone too satisfactory
spacious or generous to permit of the free egercise_of
authority_and_the“ful;'right tongdminister tp the co;poral
needs of the prisoners.- His main objection centred

round the point that he was being arbitrarily takéen~away™
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?rom,contaqts:wiﬁpvhig more iptimgtg_cqmrgdes with whom
he had a common roleto .play and in so shéring their common
lot in the ordinary life of_tpgAQamp,' When however these
matters were "ironed out" composed and finally séttle@, our
M.O._by"sheerAforcg-quqhgygcteyrandva_keen sense of duty
rendered §atisfactqry service, giving proof thereby that he

was the right man in the right place.

o The police force strange as it may Seem_was an
important necessary body. It fulfilled many useful
functions and carried out manifold duties, such as”guarding
the stores, cookhouse, washhouses, din;ng_halls,'post'office
epc:.gs well as providing for the maintenance of good order
in'the Camp. Even in the best regulated and most orderly
internment Camp sugh-duties and perhaps such a_fg;ce as
this one was had to be undertaken and carried out. -.14
Discipline played a major part in its daily life, -Without
wl_:ich goqd order, prpper_-_mana_gen.l_enti a_nd _sound ggyer;nnent
wéuld have been ineffgctual_in.maintaining thegsﬁirit
de corps among the interned;‘A Hepce thg very #géi,
necessity for such an institution as the police force,
-whose special function it was to preserve peaceaple and
orderly conditipns_in the camp. Alphough much éf tﬁe
quties attaching_@q that_bo@y_game_undgr_the hga&ipg pf
protection for foodstuffs, clothing and other neceSEities
it must not be presgpposed thgt the mgn:interned were
thieves or rogues-to any great extent; the measures were
actually devised more by way of precautions, prevention
being regarded as the beét cure in such gircu@stqqges,.gn@
it is to the credit of ﬁhe:men as a whole that very little
serious trouble_aiose and only &4 few cases of pgtty"_ 
1ar¢eny vere repqrted to engage the“gttgntion or intervention
of the Camp Police agaipst delinquents or qelinqugnts |
amongst the men. Exceptronce when what gppeared to be a

clash between a group of men and our Canp authorities



ges_intervenxion by our police force called for, In that
instance the delinquents were regarded as being
inegbordipate by refusing to perform certain wmxk essential
¢amp work. Their actiep in_thef_rega:dleepned.them_
certain punishment and so@e of them "the clink" then
in use for the first time. That was indeed<asfetrong
measure to take, but it was hinted at_theq@ime'that an
alternative choise was to hand.ﬁhem_eyer_to_the“Free §?ate
authorities, a course that did not commend itself to eur
Canp Staff, who felt themselves“a1one cepab}erof .

: meintaining‘order;y conditions instead ofﬁhaving the camp
run by the former. ' Thewehoiee”wae_nqp, peweyer a
peppy or a pleasant one but it left“ue freer and more -
peaceable than had the matter been taken in hand by the
Staters who in all probability would have exploited the
position, caused oreater friction amongst us and
substituted harsher methods than any that could be utilised
by our authorities. _Thanks to the_gqoq sense epdﬂ”

sﬁperb discipline of the vast majority of the men the
spirit of revolt or whatever it was terminated in a few-
days and we were enabled to contlnue living our own way
within the framework of our camp admlnlstratlon.__Theh
ineident referred tolleft_very few scars. If anything it
improved the relationship between the Camp Staff and the

men generally.

_ - On the whole our Camp Police behaved well and
performed wonderful wor? Day in ‘and day out in all

' Weathers and in every c1rcumstance they constantly )
-consistently and unremittingly served. We could not fail
to be impressed by their work. Nay, ﬁe heq_meny‘reasone
to feel grateful for having such a fine body of men, who
thcugh_hailing from various parts of I:elangmwere one. in.

thought and in service to and for the men interned. Theirs
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was not the most minor service in the rouftine and

administration of the Camp.

The Post Office also could lay claim to be an

important service in Camp affairs. Three of the mainstays

of that institution were Frank Scott and his assistants
Thomas Hohesy and a man named Tierney. Qpe_lggter‘ygsﬂ_
a student of St._Patfick‘s College, Drumcondra, Part of
their @uties“consisﬁed of looking;afggr the prisoners.
letters andﬂparcels.r_The_incomingrleptersdanq parcels
addredfed to the prisoners after going phroughﬁtheh‘w
censoring process were passed on to themghybo_in‘turn
arranged and supervised delivery to the pusoners.

The men were loud in tTheir praiae_qf thesemmepz;yQQ_wq;e
courteous, painstaking and untiring in their particular
sphere. That indeed was service with a gapiya;nﬁS".__
There was a good amount of hard solid wprklgttéched_tq
that branch which at times resembled a sub-post office
outside and it is satisfactory to note that.tpé"rm -
arrangements worked very well. Thg‘only_ogcasiqhs where
failure might be recorded_px when the;r'éefyicégnwerg not
in strict‘demapd were during perid@s_when lettgrs”agg N
parcels vere stopped by the Free State authorities as a
reprigal for our deeds or misdeeds of some of our members

in attempting or securing escape from bondage.'

) Which brings us.tp interest;pg‘ggbjectgi_ These

reprisals occurred on several occasions. One'arosgl_

 after it was discovered that some of the internees had

successfully escaped. ?hgﬂdiscpyg:y”w§§_made‘;n-a very
startling gnd dramatic way. .A rumour spread té?ougpmthe
Camp that somewhere in the Qount?yh- Wexforqdwgs h??FEQ.
as the actual scene - the Free Staté soldiers surroundéd
a house to arrest suspected §oldi§r§“of_the I;B.%,nﬂ?hese
refused to surrender énd in the course of thé ensuing
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fighting were killed. It transpired later that they vere
men who should then have been internees in GgrmansthLagd_r
wg?e_adtually listed as prisoners there. How and when they
escaped were questions that baffled the_intelliggn@g_“ o
of Phe Freg_Stgterauthoritiest_AHe?e was a'rga; mum?gr one
mystery - to escape and not leave tracgs_of”tpéqupt.”
However by the time investigation was set in motion and

the actual escape discovered.the scene had shifted to
Gormanston Camp. .So one evening we paraded in our

respective huts and as was customary were counted.

One would have been an absolute fobl_an to
appradse that there was something in the air as if
foreboding anxiety and possible troublej; the Free State
officers showed traces of evident excitement and worry
wryness and sourness stamped on their faces as they o
moved through the huts "making the count". We could not
fail to notige"alsﬁ that they were unusually attentive and
slower in carrying out that work. @ud@eply_th@lwhisper
passed round "a re-count - the count is shortl. Such
it wast{ "Truth is stranger than f;c;;onﬂtE;citémgnp_;ang;,
very high. The ré-count revealed that a number of -men were
missing. Meanwhile preventative orders had been issued,

~

armed guards being placed at the various hut entrances.

We were uncommonly long detained, coﬁfipeﬁmtg our-
‘huts as re-count followed re-counf,.each registering a loss
in pétential_membership of the camp. A further whisper

went the rounds. Six or seven min missingll Can wé“_;
believe our ears - Six or seven men? Needless %o rémark
that news caused us to be excited, madly QX?iFéd?q_ManYT“

of the men could not hold themselves in check, They gave
full play to théi:_emotiqns, “"Hope they (the lucky escapees)
got safely away' could be heard on all sides. 'Who were
they anyway? When and how did they escape?” we?g_questions

that sprang from the 1lips of mahy an internee there.
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__It was a long time afterwards when the grder!to
“Bigmiss“ was given. Then "Dame Rumour" unleashed the
nany havefit-on-the-best—pf-agthp:i?y sources -of
information, anent the escapes and the escapees. Who
were they? _Many names were meptioned, Sbmq were important.
Some less so. Could it be Tom? Could it be Dick? Could
it be Harry? #So an@ SO in.suchia hut is one Qf them -
he escéped a week or so ago'. "Do you know soO 33@;???“"
Well he escaped too. Please don't ask when he went 7J;t
certainly was not yesterday or the day before. .He must_
have gone a long timg_ago.“r of C9ur§e“tque_y§rg_aw}ot
of wild yarns spun, too. Some of them were Qutigg@ish
and equally foolish goncerning_hqw Billy X or Tommy Z_“
escaped, that would put'a_magician_tomshgme or @ake_pim‘v_ﬂ
green with anger and envy. Would that all of us could come
under the magic spell and congure our way through the

barbed W1res or whatever form the escapees took to the

roads beyond the Camp.

_ Tow that the “cat was out of the bag" and the
discovery was made that some of the interneesrhgd stolen
a march on their captors, departing thereby 1nto space,
nothing would be lost by recordlng the actual mgthod .

an
of escape. Plainly it was quite simple and/extremely

hazardous task. .Every day, every fire day the internees
we:ergonductéd to the recreation field then situated about
tuwo or“three hundred yards away from thg_ngp proper and
in close proximity to the seroplane hangars. Ample
grmed guards wgre_provided_on the march an@_apogpq‘phe
field in question, During the period of recreation

the prisoners indulged in foothall and other games and
forms of exercise. There was nothing very extrarodinary
or mysterious abou# these things - n?t to phe o?dipgry or

average man and certainly not to those whose task.it

was to guard them. Yet that same field was the seat
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of operation, where the drama wasenacted. How? By
ggttipg through or boring ﬁnder the~b§rbed wiyg ﬂbich ; o
surrounded the field? Noi By means of & tunmel
~into which men would enter and comelqﬁt_at_theogther side?
Emphatically ncl It was hardly likely that a tunnel
could be prepared under such circumstances apd in the
short space_of ?ime ?1lotted for_rgcrgati9n tﬁepgz ppt )
to mention the utilisation and availability of materials
for digging etc. Besides -_wgl;.we.hadwbgttei disregard
the tunnel idea_inétanter asAa1§9 th§ éuestion of walking

awvay without being seen and éaptured.

The plan of escape was relatively easy even
cqmicalfx_A few men would sit themselves in”a‘qgrtaép
place in the rgcreation-field in which there was a small
runt or depression in the ground. Oﬁg of yhéir_pumber
the person projecting escape, would lie in th&? spot
and the other men plucking baldes of grass would heap
these upon him, In that way the man was covered or
buried, the work béing finished Eefore the rest of the
prisoners re-assembled and were retﬁ;ned”tonthgncamgf_
Then the individual "1eft" behind lay 1oy,‘huggihg tbeh .
ground_ahd remained quiet and dormant until_darg_ofﬁnig@t,
when, selecting the best moment for the "dashflto”}ibeyyy_
he crawled to a selected spot in the barbed wire defencew,
the first barrier to be negotiated. Actually that
obstacle was not the most difficult one even if it was
the mqstjmportant,_fbr even thgt pﬁiﬁt"was well within °
dgﬁger_;oné being within the boundaries pﬂnthgwmilitary
establishments and Free State garrison quarters. A
worse obstacle or difficulty was the menace of a huge
searchlight thét”was continually in use during nighttime.
The escapee faced with that menace had to time his

"dashes" and .spurts during dark spells, when the search °
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light was not playing in his vicinity, lying deep into
mother‘earthrwhen it did. That_mggt.pgvg_bgen a tédiqus

and trying ordegl which had to cdntinug,all goipg_yell,

. for quite a considerable period of time and distance from

the camp envivons, possibly for hours and when he was some
miles away, so powerful and searching were the rays and
the vast area that was covered by that immense brllllant
searchllght. - Having cleared the vicinity of the camp
the escapee had to trame;se_aqross_countryi avgld;ng'roads
and habitations as far as possible. Iuck and caution

engendered a fair prospect of success to the escapee.

Actually as we learned, many men §;@ escape in that
way and not alone that but”we:e“qplg to show gpi?q_@ar_ B
distant parts of the country linking up and fighting with
I.R.A. units. Men'undertaklng such a media_ for their :
own llber“tlon requlred to be in full posse5510n of thelr
faculties, grit and more than ordinary resourcefulness to
gain their object. Almost everything _\-.fa_s'.__ag__s_.ips_t_the
escapee-from the first moment Qf‘h;sﬂ"lying.iniwa;t"
until he réached the point many miles away when he gpq;q‘“"
breathe freely and say "1 am a free man again", Privations
and hardships had also to be'engogntergd_gnd_wreg@}e@_@ith,
for the spaceof days o:_weeks‘gccoydipg“pq the distance
traversed. If his destin'tion-was_?gpl;gihe_hgd'Fo travel
22 miles ~ we had better not conjecture too much as to the
ways and means of getting there or anywhere else, _Suffice'
it to say that he was hardly like}y_tgngppain_friepdly

help or transport in so doing unless prior knowledge of

. his dash was already availab}e“and he were among his own

immediate friends and confreres.

It can be fairly appreciatgq that only a very

few of the prisoners were sufficiently "in the know" and
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and gogniscant of that_method of escape. Those that were
trusted with and carried out the secret kept their tomgues
in their cheeks, their minds to themselves. There was never
any indication that the Free State authorities had the
slightest inkling that the men escaped in that peculiar way -
from the recreation field - they would hardly believe it -
pgss;b}e: _They were more inclined tq believe tpat the
escapes ..occurred through a tunmel or other medium within
the camp proper. Indeed, ac‘cordi-ng to comments on the
question_the latter course was deemed the most feasible
and imaginable one. | |

" Nezt ?o the actual‘metpoq'of escape ?hé'gloaking
or qévgring up-of’the count was indeed a mystery. That -
contrivance gave the men;time to cover a fair amount of
space. ?ossi?ly it might have gontinued indgfiniﬁely o
had not that sad affair in Wexford avakened the Free State
authorities to the-fact ?hat men_had_escaped fr@mlthe L
Camp. How, indeed, was the count cloaked? By the greatest
‘piece of bluff and roguery imaginable. - Many weeks had
elapsed since the first man escaped, many days gingertpe
last man. The counting morning and evening was awways
"correct”, Each occagion_thg_counting_ofﬁice;sz consisting
of a Free S;ate: and one of qur.Offiqeré paced ﬁpe"huts
first on one side, then on the other,_gounting_és they went.
As ﬁhey passed by along one side one or more of the
prisoners already counted "gwitched over" to the other
gide. Great care and timing We?g_nequd ?9 effe;t that
swifﬁ movement, to permit fhé “cover-ups" to be in .
posipi@n inhtpe new alignmeqt befoge‘the gount;pg gfficers

arrived there. . 1In that way the count was "correct®.

7 But when it became known @ha?rthg ﬁtatgrg pg@’
information of a kind that some of the prisoners had

escaped the incongruity of keeping up the bluff of
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of “oovering up".manifested_itself with the result that they
secured the correct count, minus the ioss of a good many |
forme:'prisoners. For ?heir_(the latters) pains and phei?
achievements we the unescaping ones were ggcordingly_pun;shéd.
Our_pgrcels"an@_lgtters,wére summarily stopped and ﬁe .
ceased to exist as far as the outside world was cpn?erngdg
Poor flis'. _ Anyvay we got our thrill 0]5'_5#1‘185 of thril;l;s cut
of the whole proceedings. We could not be otherwise than
envious of the successful ones. Good luck Fo_the.sur#iving
ones wnp'were'braving everything and fighting for our cause,
free and fighting for freedom while we bore the lesser
inconvenience and endured the minor“hardshipéuwhich a stoppake
of letters and parcels connoted, the loss of many I ec ious
smokes of dainty luxuries-and dishes, of which the former
were the more greviously missed and felt. . Oér joy, however,
was ﬁhbounded even though only a few men had eseaped and |
whatever grumbles were'uttered-seemed to_bé more\diﬁected
against thﬁse‘who imposed those hardships tpgn agaipstﬂphg
men who had escaped. Strange we thought how the intemrning
authorities reacted to such sithatiops and worked in such
predicaments, When men like Tom Barry of Cork Brigade, -
Maftin Hogan of 1lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade and ofhers

escaped .

~ Another reprisal which caused a stoppage of letters
and parcels to be enforced a'.gainst_ us was t:f_hen_ a tx_zlzmeJ: was
discovered but no escapes were registered on that oécasiqh.
© That did not spare us from having fo_do without our fags.
Lady Nicotine surély mocked us again. As a :ésulﬁ Fhe‘gamp
was again reduced to a perfectly smokéless and an almos?t
truly comfortless nothingnesé consequent on the
enforced non—indulgence of the “noxious week" fq which we"

were formerly, however irregularly, addicts and aSpi:ants.

How we raved over our losses in that regard but had any of



our men really escaped little complaint would have been
i uttered'on accountyof burdeg and deprivatiops SO
universally applied as punishment to be borne:in the

sﬁirit of adventure and on behalf of the cause,

There were opher‘oécasions when excitement came to
our camp in Gorménston. Some such emanated‘not‘fnom the
prisoners themselves or in gg;_caged"enpampment1bu§ :ather
arose from the numerous "shouts up" that ocqurrgd"aqd
alarms that were raised from time to time, pripcipg}ly
in the nightime. 'We.hegrd that the causes for most
of these were due to the activity of Frank Aiken and
his men of the Louth Brigade Column. These, we were
informed were active within the area of th@_Caﬁﬁ around
Balbriggan_etc. The name-ﬁAigenﬂ seemed to have a
quite Qlectirifying effect on the Free Statg garrison in
Gormanstown, judging by their activity and their shootings;
Sometimes it gave us thg.impressiop_thatﬂﬁikgp and his men
vere attacking the post; at other times the’sguﬁd_qf
shooting in the distance_resemb;ed pitched battles, How
often were we keyed up to expectation_o?_@is_actﬁal @gsqgnt
on the Camp to set us free and thus repeat the }egve-taking
of the prisoners in Dundalk jail of which it was said he
was leader and liberator. ' We could not, of goﬁrse,-
imagine that all the shooting indulged in on such
occasigns were due to nerves‘qrito panic én th’pa;t of
the Gormanston Garrison, or tp.keép‘them in trim and"
in right goqd soldierly spirit. How qpuld.we’Kﬁpw;?hg
trug position?  After all there might have been some
truth in the stories thatlcirculated.__The?g_goqld_evgn
be some point in Aiken moving in our direction at that
time, Would he come to our rescue after all? The
Qﬁestion was much debated by the prisoners - indeed wished

for., . Optimism ran high at times and men could be heard
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to exclaim during a period of intense shooting "Come
along Frankie, we are waiting for you to get us out of

here .t

. 7 How oftenz had we been awakened by the firing
outoide;”lHow_often,lying awake in bed did we become
conscious of such a move to set us free, every shot,

or volley'of shots, the audiple_movementshof_monwann_
lorries of the ga_r;fison abont us Vac_'oontuating t__h_e long_
. wished for liberation by such a mean§{""0nmsnon occasions
we watched the play of the search lights ds they flashed
their brilliant rays and beams Tound sbout here, there
and yonder, illuminating'yarious spots in“tnewlandsoape
and throwing Jurid reflections on land_nafgs'ang__ )
objects in the vicinity - one time flashing on points
tmmediately convenient within or near our own camp; -

at other times spreading its rays to distant places,
roads etc. alternating their movements from one point -
to another, backwardo,Afognards"and.siQoways.“'On less
auspicious occasion that sight would have been nice

to behold - the fairylike illuminated exhibition

so similar at times, s0 brilliant  beautiful and awe
inspiring. In normal times and in & more peaceful
atmosphere and oongenial_enyinonment one oonld”anire
it, be enchanted bj-the spectacle and be spellbound
thereby. But as prisoners then, we could only look
at the sight and wonder! What devilment was behind it

allt

During all of thoso‘porformonoogl"Eronkioﬂ )
came not, despite the cravings of many an internment
wveary I.R.A. man. He never seemed to come to such -
close quarters, although we heard tales of him and his
men attacking a post some little distanco‘from the

Camp or further away at or near Balbriggan.
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~ April 1923 came and with it "cease fire Order"
issued by De Valera. That was stunning, startling and
extieordinery news to the internees of Gormanstown Camp.
We could hardly imagiﬁe it and found iﬁ hard to believe
. that the fighting men eutside wefe se_completely_?eapen
as to cause them to give up the figh?. Oninions
. differed as to the wisdom or otherwise of the‘brder.
"Why should our men, the soldiers of the I.R.A, )
cap1tu£§¥e now after the great flght they had 8o nobly
so brdvely waged? VWere we beaten?"! We fqundmllttle
solace in the question which that "Cease Fire Order"
impelled. = Yet, the_toﬁe of the order seeped.to o
indicate that the active fighting was at an end. But
vhy? | |

.Some qfﬂqur_meg_favouredlne Valera's Order, or
rather the-Order as issueq by_him. Othe;s“did;nqt,h.
Many favoured it, believeing that De Valera acted for
the Army. We had no proof that“ge did_notgminQeed“
there was ho sound or P?éCtic?lAr?§§°? tq_euppgee“other-
wise. He must have hed“the”suppory_ef and shared the
eonfidence of authorities when he issued yhatwordef. But
the question which most of our men debated was "what

was behind the move?“

_ Qulte a con31derable number of the w1tnesses

" yiewed the matter in the nature of a "rlft in the lute".
Another and possibly a more seylpgs_ecnlsm 1nh1b;ted

into I.R.A. affairs. There was yquis§ble_evierce to
support such a thesis were cognisance to be taken of
certain relevant facts in the military sphere outside
whlch seemed to suggest that the I. R. A had ‘been g01ng
through anxious and dlfflcult tlme of late, flghtlng under
most trying and'harrow;ng eondlt;onse Some such news

had crept into the camp from outside, given by men who
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glven by men who had been in the flghtlng up to a
short time previously or by secret means. 4 lot of that
news was neithet'agreeable or enceureging?_ L;ttkof }tg
gave hope or promiee of victery by_?orce ogue?me:" ﬁgch_; _
of it_suggested alone the possibi}ity ef_ﬂstiek}qg itwgut",
implying a process of attrition, resistance to the last
bfeath and the last shot. As’internees we had no choice
in any of the courses suggested or proclaimed beyond
sticking it out, of remaining put where we_unfettgnately
were likely to be for quite a time to_eome.._Bqt the men
outsidﬁhad, we appraised, the bigger problem, as suggested
by that recent order bringing a cessation to the fighting.

"The men fighting outside are worderful® we ‘heard
many a new internee declare., Wonderful they were in "'
standing up bravely and vell to the straln and ordeal of the
fight; wonderful in their velogg_;p their service, in
their sacrifices, though many heavy hands vere laid on
them, -turned against them, thrist against them. Ve had
Tost some great mens Liam Lynch heq“died‘figptiggglgatty
Boland vas gone, Noel Lemasgy Martin Hogan was:slain on
~ the roadside, Peadar Breslin, Erskine Childers, Cathal
Brugha. These were a few of the numerous heroic dead who
typified our cause.- Could it be that their;seeg;fgces__"
were in vain? Did they die for this? Was this the end
they sought?. Was it the end we sought? Could we not
go one step further? Were all our hopes dashed to the
ground now? Must we, at "last cry “flnls“ to the task that
men like these had sought to have fulfilled? If our

cause and our fighting men were so badly beaten - what then?

_ Obviously we could not attempt an answer to ‘these
questlons and the many other consequentlal questlons that
sprang readily to our 11ps, that seemed to strike us fgll

in the face, to mock us, to upbraid us, and to haunt us.
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It was difficult to grasp the full signifance of that
cessation of hostilitles Order, Hoyeverﬁwe-viewed it
hoﬁever we'debated it. Perhaps we were too far removed
from the actual scene of oﬁe:atipn as it{?ight be called,
to fo;m-a %ight or proper‘opinion on itﬁ Some of ug‘hgd [
been so long isolated, s& long hors-de-combat and out of
regular intimate contact with the fighting men and of the
events of the fightingtup;to date as %0 impose an_undue.
strain on our imaginations, as to unduly effect our
outlook or stﬁlpify our sense of.qomplgte gndqrgtghding
of a matter qf'éggh delicate and mbmentuqusuimportance.
Few of us_épuld stra;ght-éway decla:e“néy“or.yea to

the proppéition és to Whether'i%_yas rin@ ;owqggge
fighting; few could or would say thiat it vas wong

‘to decide the question when full and detailed information.
was unavailable from the outside world - qonqerginglﬁhe
real opinions of the fightipg'men_pgrticu}ar}y:99 the
course contemplated. Undoubtedly the matter fas a

big and_seriousrone;_it rgiged g b@g7§ssug in_?hg_

military affairs of the I.R.A. presen£ and future.

~ As some of us viewed the position, the fight had -
come to an end. It possibly meant gn‘end,“a;39 ?Q”og;
effgrts to prevent by ppysical meanthhe eg?ab}is@mgnt
of the Treaty. That was, if anything, a bitter pill
to swallow, signalling as it gi@.?“? eliminatiqp_gs_gu‘_
fighting force, potentially eclipsed by the forces arrayed
against us, the victors of the contest. The ?ige_ones:_._'
or those whp made prpiggsion tq wisﬁom-;ikengdidu: effprts
to one of protest, dedlaring forsooth "that we.haq_made-
our effective protest™. 'Effgctive protest, indeed!.
As if a protest without vietory could bg_te;me@‘gffgctgve
or satisfactdmg., We did not'succeed,'degpite our great

losses in human blood, the héavy toll of sacrifices as
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as represented by those “killed.;ﬁ gqtionﬁ,'those |
slain on the rosdside and those otherwise officially
panged. _Np-gcqq@nﬁ éould.be given of theﬁtearéhthat were

shed or the sweat that was extracted in or by the

| resistance offered by the I.R.A. No, ve ppotes;ed and

we failed. Which raised many other uestions, the most
appropriate one being - were we Wbrse“qr_bette;“by

protesting in fighting and then voluntarily ceasing fire.

Worse, some sald - we 1lit a torch that was meant
to light the vay - to freedom - we blazed the trall and
fought the good flghtrthat wgg_lntended to“extrlcgte the
country from a surrender of soVergign rigptg,'aias, only
to fal}_@eeper_into the quagmire of_defggt ofﬁhumi}iatign
and despgn@gngy, .Defeated we were., Could worse befall
us? Was it possiblé'§hat there was no other solution
to thg‘prpplem of_diaqontinuance of,a.fight SO gallan#ly'
made or any reason why we should not be angered,

bewildered and crushed down with the w91ght of that deadly

‘blow?

It would be'only naturaly 1t wpg;dlhave_beeg .
only hpman’if the internees in Gorﬁgnstdn th?n;:espopdgd
in fg%our of the “cease fire order" .. Qerpaps“t@eip best
personal and_individual_integests“lay in sgppo?ting the
idea as it would eventually open the camp gatesg_theygby
liberating_them and given t@em theighgpce o?_re#urping
to their homes and normal associations. Some of the
men hed given the best years of their young lives in
suffering, in fighting, in imprisomment or in intermment.
Most of them after all this c¢ould do‘with a good, great
and reasonable period of rest and rehabilitation,
presuming-such was possible in the_neW.E;qe_SFaté_prﬁer
of things. ~ There vere many sound Teasons to advance
in favour of that attitude and frame of mind. Just as

there were sound arguments to favour their desire, if
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the!aqtuglly sﬁ%umbeg to the des_i?e2 ;o_put home and hearth
befo?e everything else. We might out of disgust at the
way things had shaped out apd'of apprehension for the future
consider that in our own ;ntenests‘t@e best course to

pursue shoudd be to lqok'to,ourselveglan@_afte:‘oyr own
household affairs, There then did not éppear to be any

- possibility for our forces to carry on in the face of

this set back and seeming practhal_Qefeat. There was an
a;most.tragic notg_of apprghension, a fgeling of ﬁegpa;: -
and dismay manifested by some of the_@en,‘V@o felt .ehagrinned
fé; being led so far only to be let down too abruptly and
toq ea;ily. Perhaps ouruviews_on'cu:rgnt events were
faulty.  Pe;haps ve ;acked vision or were wayw§rd‘ip__"
imagipatiop.> Perhaps we had not a keen sense of realisation
that our fofces-fuyge:I,R,A. outside - had been -
irreparably weakened but not destroyed; all of which could
be understandable when consideration is given to the fact

of our being so long out of touch with them and from a world
that differed from our own._iPerhapS'therperioq”pf our
confinement as interned prisoners had made us gyniqal,
doubtful or pessimisti@ of our relative capacity to win, or
too optimisfic of our values or of our power tp_aqmit.éf__
defeat’in ény circumstances whatsoever, Perhaps'our vision
was distorted by the use of coloured glasses, and'wé failed
to look facts full in the face that the only people

who had any right to de01de policy were they who had been
1n the flghtlng up to date. These things were all
perm1331ble and possible and yet other things being equal,
we had no chglcerln such a matter, because whatever we said
or did or thought could not changgjqur status as prisomers
unless a change of heart came to thése ‘who interned us and
because only the fighting men of the I.R A could dec1de

what was possible and what was 1mp0331ble of achlevement



We, had, therefore, no other oﬁtion as comrades
of the fighting menjbut to acquiesqemin apd_tq Smei?"
| to”their Judgment and their decisions:_ No other course
was 1ogica;, none dther vas fgasible‘or oﬁ gregtgr
‘importance. There vas also no use in being ultra
senfimental about it either. We had to face a very bitter
and cold fact. No fanciful woi'ds, no_‘pompo;ug assertions
no high faluting talk could diséuis_e the fact that we
were utterly frustrated, militarily beaten, Taken
+all in all it was a serious and'itrwas to be assumed .a
éad course for a man like De Valera to take - ﬁg as it
were admit defeat and to admit it in a‘way as to suggest
that we could not cdntinue fighting as a‘military force
indefinitely, con51der1ng numbers, losses and other things
of which he and those who were on the spot vere cognlsant
One could go further than that and returning tq_uhg
earlier referente to the matter, repeat that verily we

had made our protest.

But mot all men, least of all“nogﬂall_me@ i
incarcerated in an_internmgnt-qamﬁ and at such a time could
willy-nilly agree unanimously that the course submitted

was the right one. Hence it was not unreasonable to

expect and anticipate a divergence of opinion on the
quéstion raised by De Valera's issuing_of the "cease fire
order“_or to be more precise our I;B;A. Ar@y ﬂcease fire
order®, which De Valera, at their direction issued. It
perforce rgceiVed a mixed recention prior tofits being
regarded as an authentic order. Since it was proved to

be so and established beyond doubt it found perpaps

less support among the vast numbers'pfjinternges,: Were
a‘vital'matter like this to depend on the decision

of the interpees judgmenp_woulq have been giyen to carry-
on the figﬁt, and be it séidrto their credit, many would

have preferred to rot there than to show any weakness
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or indicate defeatist attitude. But all appreclated

that the_men_euteide were the best Judgesrof the_51tuetion

and rightly_so? since they were the moet.effeeted as they

were”t?e“most concerned in general policy. -How many,K -

times did we hear during the course of arguments eed_erates

men declare-“Sﬁrely_the fighf;ng men'outs;de'mgef_know

" what they are doing. Leaye‘it_tq them :‘phey're the -
people that really matter as they are the best judgee.“

~ We had no choice, apparently bqt”tq_ﬁeake“it‘in_tﬁe-
strideﬁ_in the soldiers way - obey first and obey aiways.
Whatever other faults couid'be_registeped'age;nSt”
individuals the vast majority of the prisoners were net
lacklng in soldlerly qualltles, bothln regard to
the active partlclpatlon in the fight and their then 7
| dl&ﬁipllnary conduct during 1nte:nmept.;mlp tpe.letye?
. connection cognisance must be_tekeg of theiyurefgsalvto
avail of opportunities to be released by disreputable
means by signing e fe#m Q@ichJ;ipgleted ;baent@e_signee
would updertake and p;_‘omise notlto__t_eke up_erms___eg_e;{:et
the State. That Tefusal alone closed the door against
their liberation and autemetieel;y_brengedﬂyhem as being
unrepentant of_their formef_mil;tery actions., There were
also other vays in which they proved their fidelity to
the I.R, A. cause; tempting and embarrassing ways_ enough N
of which mentlon may have to be made later, and though the
average man among the hundreds of men 1nterned in
Gormanston could end aid ralg, rave and growl - which
after all could not be quite Tegarded as unsoldierly
or unsoliderly conduct -_they were trge;epdveogpd_gnwtge
things that reaily mattered. Whatever our criticisms of
or argﬁments for or against the "cease fire er@erﬁ'phepe were
very few amongst ue who“did not feel anq.expresemsorrow
for the fighting men outside who had borne the brunt |
of the conflict and fought well, thus earning ouxr pride
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our admi:ation and our respect to Which they were justly

entitled.

Whatever effect that "cease fire order" had on

people and life outsidg_ong_fagt_eme:gedzland“t@ay'ﬁas,
it did not change our status as internees, nor did it

bring about our early release, contrary to the conjectures
and in .some cases, beliefs, of quite a few people, who
argued that the cessation of f;ghting-gssurgq the point
in that respect. It might have been sé copsumatéd were
there no fly in the ointment.i The "cease fire 6rder“
apparently aimed at ending active fighting - it _
specifically and in addition, stlpulated that ‘the arms
_ were to be dumped. The Free State Authpylg;eg wanted
along with the "cease fire" the I.R.A. to surrender
fheir_arms.i That's where the'realdcrux agqsg,_becggsg_
the I.R.A. refused ‘such.a_ demand, as compliance with it
wouid have been tantamount to a general sgpyep@ér and
complete capitulation. _Con§e§qently the situa@iqn was
exploited to_thé full and it looked as if we wgglﬁ be held
'captive for some future time. So, said we, better %o

settle down again for a further periocd of internment .,

We accordingly went on as before, leoling forvard
to approaching -summer. Even so, there were internees,
many or few, who more optimistic than _others dreamt
sweet dreams of pglegse and p;anngd_fgy it., That plannlng
took several forms such as attention to the minutest
detail and small things associated with perspn@;_pygiene
and personal property, the securing apd manuﬁacyupe’of
suit cases or holdalls for their good%_ag@ Chat??lﬁi all
kinds of self-help and self mindedness, so gecessarjmﬁ;
in qr@er that they would not be caqght‘napping:yhgn tpe'
release order reached them. But nq;'a;; the internees .

were so industrious; not all were so Optimistic of release.
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The tone of the news availablé to us suggested that nothing

in the nature of a general release was contemplated.,

€hapter 31.

Days, weeks and months passed, bringing a virtual
termipation to summer. MEanwpilehaLs;ightdtr§ckl§“qf_
releasees began to flow from the camp. Was it a trick
devised to delude us into the belief of a break up of the
camp? To make matters more perplexing some particularly
.reputable'men vere released at that stage. Ue saw them
passing down the road out§ide_the_0ampAproge;, _Even #QQ;
hint went around that those released "had signed the form"
then looked upon as a detestable repugnant and treacherous
act. Exceptions may have been made, or perhaps understand-
able in certain specific cases whéregthe ?e?sﬁnWCQQCQTQed
in its signing was not an established I.R.A. man or had
been arrested on suspicion of being, or Tendering help as
such. Some men of these categories had refused to subscribe
to or sign the opnoxicus fprm for_gnﬁdye§§9p‘yhgﬁgye?:
There were even men who for most urgent causes such as -
on occasions_of family distrgsg! affl;e#ion oﬁ bgyegyeggpt_*
would not accept parole if by so doing they had to submit to
"such conditions. They could, hadmtpey chose, have done so
secretly and without creating thé suspicion p?_othgr-_””'
prisoners. Indeed et the time many b{o&d_hin@s yere_maQe“
and many rumours seF in ecirculation a;leging_t@at_a number
of men had already signed, all of which or part of which
may'have Egen true, but such was not the general character,
and did not refer to the vast majority of prisoners, who .

most emphatically "stuck it out" as a matter of principle,

_ At that particular time, also, the interning
authorities did not exhibit any symptom of releasing on
a large scale. Hence thé men who did not sign were as near

to release as those who were alleged to have signed it. Not
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alone that but a few months after the issuing of the "cease
fire order" say in September or October, affairs in the.

Camp took a mew turn vhen the prisoners decided to “go on

“hunger st;ikéf;p order to force their relgasé, _Already

the I:R.A. prisoners in Mountjoy Prison and in other )
places of i@parce;atiqg had embarked on that course,: It
came about in this way. One day we were called to a
meeting in the dining room, which was pgckgd-tg Qgpacity;
There We were in;ormed of the ggq@gglléqliqy as a@optéd
prolqngeq disqnssiop the_gengra; bgdy of_the_p?isqgeré“._
unanimously approved of the strike. That was a vital and

far-reaching decision to make, and one which was bound to

- have repercussions. The organisation, administration and

general routine of the camp, with one exception, was
effectéed. Certain men were excgsed_garticigat;pn“;p the
strike, such as men who were sick, feeble or otherwise
medically unfit, Special men were selected to form an
emergency camp staff and'medical_§eryice with a few tq“_'
look after cookhouse and other Quties._Complete‘gutﬁqrity
was given to our Priscner Medigalrdfficer for running
the Camp. Most, if not all, of these men even the infirm
and sickAglected torgo on strike.' The idea behind the
prohibition was. that these men vere to éttend_on'tpg hunger
gtrikerg}; They were actually allocated to that work in

some cases forced to do so.

It ﬁgé withrgreat.heart-burnings and against the

grain and desires that many of these men consented to

remain off the strike. These men, be it said to their
credit and in their favour dislikgd.thaﬁ'pgxtiqulapi_

arrangement and in cases baulked against it, harangued and

" made trouble about it in order to stand or fall with their

- comrades. But the order stood;szs far as I could perceive
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few of these were more upset than our own M.0. He was
beside himself in indignafion and regret and sought every
means to obtain a canéellation of the order in his specific
case. But, no! The prisoners' staff would not rélag_in his
favour. A similar stdrg could be told in other cases
Consgqueqtly the necleus of a Camp_S#aff_under the M.O's
authority was formed, with a number of ‘men, of which the
writer was one, assisted as helperé. The only alternative
to that, or_to'our refusal to obey our orders .

would take over control of the camp and that would not

have suited us énq of which it WOuld'be better to aveoid

than to encourage.

_ Obviously we, the men who were restrained from going
on hunger strike vere, if anything, the most forlorn.
personalities in the camp. To_ﬁakg matters wo:ée,_for us,
we were ;equi:e@ to "carry on as usualﬂ @9 gccggt?bgs}nggg as

usual® as a definite policy in our mode of existence then.

 What stung us worse than the order excluding us was -

we_were permitted to partake of our ordinary rations and to

receive food parcels. 1t required more thanrap ordey tg

beiing us to do.these-things. Many £ognd it difficult to

reconcile themselves to eating at all.

7 Eventually’it‘was agreed by the_men"qoncerged to
refuse to accept foo@-parcels from their relations who were
in turn advised not'to despatch Such but only giga?egtés
and other non-edible items. To say that it was a tussle
and a hard enough’ thing to eat food at all under the
circumstances would be a vefy‘mihd_statemen; indeed. In
order to spare the feelings of the other men who. were
uﬁdergoing thg_hunger.st;ike our . group prefe;:eq to d;ne
in one of the small rooms adjacent ﬁo_the cookhouse, SO

secluded as to be away from sight and smell of them. God
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knows it was an ordeal enoﬁgp to'eatrand_many a meal
reméined unconsumed- or only slightly partaken of an
agtual repugnance of their_positipg, because of tbe )

spectre thenrhangipg over the camp. Bﬁt_bette; counseks

prevailing, these men rose to the occasion which the

- special mission srust on them imposed.

_Oh, the agony, the irony and ﬁhe misery of our
positions! 'VWe felt we_pad ;ess‘con§olatiqn thén our
hﬁnger—sp:iking com:adeg, How much wg‘eqvigd tpgm,rwished
we vere sharing their lot, and engaging”in_ﬁhe fight with
them. Why should we have to suffer this way? - for it
was suffering of a mést acute kind, incomparable to that
which the hungerfst;ikers were bearing. At one time we
suffered in going.to the“dining room, or if go;pguyént
there with 1ittle"appgtite‘to eat. The whole position .
was aggravating,_diétasteful, disgusting — trying ?o

- adapt ourselves to a thing that_we pad no heg:t;in. Why

should. we have to force ourselves to eat, Whymip_shp?t
should we have‘to do anything that the hupger-strikgrs_
were not doing. :Why should we of allhpeop}e_berexcuseﬁ?
Why? Why? WHY??? For answer we had our speciai orders

as issued by'the Camp Council,

Thus it came about that better counsel prevailing

the men exempt from the strike rose magnificently to the

occasion which that particular mission entrgsted to them

and in reacting to which regard for the welfare-or the
hungerstp;kers became mostrimpe:ative ahd“a_very_yital
necessity. That absolute abandon required will-power

and effort of no mean order, at a time when some of

the men_hadrdeliﬁerately cut or were not availing of their
full rations as a'kipd of pemnance because "'their cémrades_

were on total food strike."
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In striking end mixed contrast to us, our_situétion,

~and our problems the men on hunger-striké were apparéntly

unworried, freer and happier in more senses than one. They
as the first preparation for engaging in the strike,
di&p?sed of whatever food they possessed prior to the
selected day for action. ‘ihey., also, like us, acquainted
their people outside not to gend tpem_foo@'but engoineﬁ_
phem‘to send_cigafetteé only. They were not required to
perform any camp dutigs or work, or to engage in any
bodily strength or weaken thémselves unduly. ‘The main
concefn:was to conserve their energy in order to make a big
fight. In this particu1ar instance“the_men came to know
themselves as they were or as they gppeaqed to bé in the
eyes of their fellows, gradually wa#&ng away, for want of
the things that supply noupiéhment to the "inner man'. That
was the serious aspect of the position, portraying as it
truly d1d a circumstance that was pregnant with grave
consequences for many. if neot all of those who were placed
in that plight af refusing food. True the first feWVQays
mayhaps in a week's time_mgny_of these men wquld.be unéb;g
to show much bodily activity - buﬁ this is traye}ling too

far and too quick in the recording of the events.

Reason dictated that they should "take fhingsﬂ o

_easy - that was the best course. It was better to do so

in the early sﬁages'if one were to keep in the race for

a prolonged fast. Logic and commopsehse_demande@ that men
should not unreasonably exert themselves, ‘Many_sound
reasons could be advanged in fawvour pf'op pra;tipe of such
simplg rules 6f health. Had we the power to serﬁonise ‘
we might address such men thus: Hold_on to life as long
and as tenaciously as possible. Don't trifle with your

much vaunted power of resistance or sense of endurance.
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Enthusiasm and grit are necessary aids in the contest.
They_have helped you“in the past aﬁd possiply swayed you
in'deciding that awful question of the hunger strike which to
your way of thinking is not blamewqrthy but make them now
serve you in a new éndva more'f:uitful mapner_by mgking.
them subservient to your individual requirements and
controlled by your natural fgéilities asruellfv_ﬁqg;-mind,
your body and your soul, in short, harmonise enthusiasm
and grit with flesh-and blood, bone and sinew and you will
then be doubly armed for the conflict. AboveAall and
transeending all be true to yourselves and give a good

example to your comrades.

Plainly such a mode of sermonising if at all necessary,
- on the first day, was hardly appropriate or fitting on the
-secohd or succeéding days w@en the men gonc§rn§d_i¢”@h§'
hunger strike had settled down and g@apﬁe@mtpemsélveé to

‘the task of making a big fight. Already they were
exefcisipg sufficient care in gonsgrving_their”eﬁgrgieg

their vitalities and bodily st:eﬁgth once tpe_reactions

which some of them felt affer ﬁhg gorging of food pre-

"strike had been neutralised by the absence of it afterwards.

Then too in the first few days of thg strike_?he men
who were exempt from the ordeal were prgpgr}yvqrganiged )
and installed in their new sphere of activities. Well
defined and definite duties were assigned individually
and 6ollectiv91y. Every huﬁ supplied its qugta éf men for
the service of looking after the welfare of the men and
when required attending to their wants by making of beds
nursing etc. and in keeping the huts clean. . The number
Qf'men for each.hnt varied from two upwgr@s gccopding"to
the pumber of occupants. Oﬁg of the duties entailed that
a good and ample'water supply was to be a}ways avaiiable,

day and night. This hid to be hot and was used for
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poncoction - tp wit soupti! _$Qup_indeedlll which was not
soup at_a;l,lbgt nicknamed such by one of the strikers.
Actqaily it was boiling water“seasoned_with pepper and salt.
This was har@ly'the savory dish that one would lay "before
the king" with due apologies to the rhyme., It was neither
very ?attgn&ing or ultra wholesome, on its own, éy least,
but it was quite a necessity under the cirqgm§tahces then,
according to medical standards, as it helped to keep tha
bodily system in some kin¢ of working order, to minimise

the harmful effects accruing ffom fasting.

The dlfflculty of having b0111ng water avallable day
and night was aggravated by the insufficient ful;_rﬁt;gg:lof/
issued. We had therefore to make up that deficiency by -
using all kiﬁds of rubbish available, a stiff enough
'prqblem at any other time but then next to ;mp9§§}ble_to
maintain, Neither mad dogs or growling internees could
extract one .ounce of additional coélﬂf;q@ ?he'intern;ng
authorities. Which brings me t9ua recitalef'a.stpry _
which starts with the disappearance of a hut an@hfipishés”
when its component parts became fi:ipg-for‘hut fireg.__ogg )
of"the four wooden huts situated near “If hutmhaq prev;ogsly
undergone the_pfocess of stripping and in consequence was
looking the worst r time and useage cpmbingq.““?o make
up 1eeway in the fuel supply some adventurous group of
internees decided to hamstring a further portion of wood
from the affecte@ hut in order to add ?uel_fo’the_firgmaqd
'provide warmth to the "home from home“ ﬁ Procuring a rope
they tightly fastened it to a section of the hut Then )
by a bold tug -of-war effort annexed 1t by pulllng angd tugglng
at it as it sped across space, a distance of about 15 yards
to a more secluded spot;the corner of "I hut.  All the
?he_while they kept a "weather eﬁeﬁ on the septryhpost

situated close by.‘ Such a move or movement could not,
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howeyerg escape the vrgilant eyesﬂef 999!.§P }eest,.of
the sen‘qr;es whose  challenge :‘-'He:_[.‘l;. Who goes the_re“,_
repeapeq sereral t;mes_bere'e message as mepec;ng as
it was unwelcome at'the time. He, no doubt, must heve
been puzzled and disturbed by what he saw or what he
.thought he saw in the darkness - that moving object whlch
was neigher men nor beast, fish fowl or red herring!
Who could blame him for his activifies or his reactions
at such a deceptlve and uncerpeln momept when there was
no earthly chance of reglsterlng sound reasonlng or

applying normal optlcal powers to solve what must have

appeared to him to be a prime mystery. . Perhaps he thought-

he was “seerng double" or suffering from a frustrated sense
of imagination as he beheld that.-almost animated ‘object -
mov;ng:as if by magic. Whe could quse‘himﬁrr.he'thquht
portion of mother.earth-was being"ﬁploesedNdiseqreng;rpg
itself from its anchorage and parting company_fherefrpp
rather than remaln an 1ntegra1 complete Uhole.'_For such
was the stealthy creeping movement of the tlmber pile

that none but those who shared the secret of the trick
which was being p;ayed eould have formed any impression.
other than the right one. We could none the 1ess _make
allowance for the challenges, oaths and expostulatlons of
the sentry because of his dutlfu}_regerd_for orders to
keep us in our places, we being prisomers and he one. of
custodians. Were pes;trons_reyersed we”gighp have felt
ourselves in a similar quaqdary_apq_a simiiar fra@e_of mind
and imeginings - a prey and a vietim to many strange
notionszdoubtsrane feelings Qp_suep_a_dargﬂprghplepd"whep
the episode was over and things became normal, albeit when
the moving object had been safely deposite& to supplement
the fuel ration we might - perhaps he dld to - give a big
sigh of relief apd exclaim - Thank Goodness thats that.
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_ Tp retu:n to other_affairs goggecteq”w;th ihe hunger .
strike and the men in_attendapcehpn the participants -
?e}.the“exempt"men were requiyed to”give_a tweptyﬂbour
service, by a subdivision of attendance and labour.
Pgring daytime we~;eceived a certgin;amoqnp Qﬁ he}p from
some of the hungerstrikers who were sufficiently strong
gn@ ab}e to perform some Qf Fhe minor tasks as keeping
the.vater boiling and serving the nicknamed soup to the.
thirsty ones. In the night time we subdivided our duty
'befween sleep and working hours,'in‘order not to ;eﬁve the
men unattended. For the first week of the strike little
trouble was experienced in fulfilling the several tasks but
after that time vhen a numbér of men had taken to their
beds due to exhaustion and weakness and more Werelgxpected
to do so we entered on an almost full time service, to
cqpe’with which much nore than ordinary wil}‘powgr was
neqessar? to bring .even the_m?agredsucgopr solgceland

assistance at our command to the men concerned.

Night duty was the worst of ogr_qréga}g. It was
upcanny, weird and singu}arly unpleasgntmtoLsit_at the fire
the one fire'in the hut puy_éfgthedﬁqu?_;n the hut which

‘could be kept going owing to fuel shortage - there to_
1isteg to thg_moanings gnd grogp;ygs_d§"§§me of‘the‘mgn
and to witness others as_yhey_tqssedz‘tu:nadggdm@qﬁgd in
their beds in troubled unsatisfying sleep or at other times
being suddenly called to pay attentionbto one or”more men,
onﬂreéuest for‘drings of.wate;. Talk about being in a
hospital ward. Ours was, facsimile, such a place then,
the one outstahding diffe?ence’being_that our patients

suffered from the one bodily ailment.
| Some would dream, openly and alouq, mpqh»qfv;t and
indeed much of their dream talk and sleep “ramblings" N

‘concerned food, the lovely tasty and appetising meals they



140,
sometimes had, thought they had or would like to have.
Pity the poor souls, any of their comrades whose
misfortune it_was;to be”awake §t.§ug$faxecital._ ﬁqw
sgchﬁtalg-must‘have ja:rgd theip_ngrveg‘and ad@eq fo their
other misery in‘not“being_aﬁle to¥s;§ep: ;f&ive_mg a
drink, please" was gemerally the most common utterance.
Words which dug déep ;n your heart, impresged ypur'@ind
and made you feel conscious of their very g.‘afdﬁ___p_]_.:i:ght_.r_u-“
_“Giye me a drink pleasé“lrepegted_a score or more times
quiing the night because.as'likgitgg.Fegitg} gf;avlitany
the_verynwords werersufficient to draw_tga;s:to;yogp
eyes to sting you to the co;g_iﬁ_the full realisation
of the awful pathos, the eruel dfgma_an@ tpe‘imﬁépse_'
tragedy which that hunger striking effort manifested.

“A drink please from the parched 1ips of one who vas,
growing weaker with the passing waﬁémé conveyed a message
that mgant more than the words jpplied - the the owner

'pf that voice was loosing his grip on life and ggving
slowly yeP_steadily on thé ebb tiﬁe.‘rﬁbripkﬁ w;tpoﬁt“ _
the "please". Oh, what could pne_th@nk? ygt_that“thg-poor
mendicant ‘was indeed sinking very low - so lov as to.“
requlre more earnest ‘attention on our part to walch and
ward over hlm or they as the case was.'quas§ the

agony,  the suspense and the wonder of it alli

' Thus our duties increased and thus the men
partlclpat:l.ng in the food-fast fought their individual
battle ag‘a.lps_t. heavy odds. Eygry__qlght_ the same scenes
were enacted, the same regue?ts we;e”maaet_.Wate;, Water
and more water. Some, with the spice of humour requested
“soup! for water was soup and soup was vater at such an
occasion. "Soup" the word sometimes sounded meaningless
to us who kept vigil during the Qrgaryngng almost endless
nights but even inAthe‘midstioﬁ thg~hgnggr'#qpp§9;s it

evoked many a smile and oftimes a rcund of laughter from
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others who vwere avake at the time. We cpglé hardly
resist the temptation to make merry at the tantalising
method of the request or at the man who poked fun at
our boiling water cum-pepper-cum-salt concoction. But
our merriment amd possibly his dispelled some of the
gloom and sadness, as it l;ghtened gﬁ;_bu:denslté render

help abounding within the four walls of our hut.

. The vord "Soup" had a guite scothing effect on
at least the users of the wé:q and to others who
appreciated humour in the raw,__vasoungéd nicé;_than_
the mere word -“water® especially'the water in use then
which was such a rare, a peculiar and a nauseaus o
‘makeshift, the habltual use of whlch, though performlng
necessary functionary aids to the_digestlva.orgams _
was hourly becoming disagreeable to the men. It "water”
or ?soup“ was regarded as a lesser evil because it
helped to prolong life and as our men vere undergoing

a hungerstrike the use of water was permissible, npay,
absolﬁtely necessary._ In that connection it wés our
business to see that the men drank liberally and .
constantly of the stuff in the interest of their health.
At times many of the men rebelled ggalpstAu51ng_}t“1n.
small or large pprtigns_ap@ quitera feu_wapted to go on
thirét as wé11 as hunger strike, a coarse that was

discounted from the start.

One of the first men of our hut to shou. real
symptoms Qf bodily weakness‘resulting from the strike was
the all round Q.M. of ocur Hughes Garrison Group - Paul
Bpady._ Othe:s, including young_StephenﬂO'Connor,_yent
- dowmn, col}apsiﬁg "because theirnlegswwgrejgnable to
.functionﬂ...Their spirits were strong enpugh.bgtrtheip

bodies weak. Thus reaction set in, the reactionwhich
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we knew were bound to follow the prQlongation of the fast.
All were game nevertheless. Paul no less than the

others. We, his intimates, could hardly be blamed for
paylng him spec1al attention. For the prevmous 24:hours
ve had notlced his manly efforts to keep on his feet his
legs sagging. We knew, however, that ‘he was determlned _
an@ would make a big fight. He was not the type to yleld.
eesi;y. What an ordeal he must have“gqne_th:oggh”when
eventgall? the“time came for him to take to ped‘epglawait
the coarse of events. Poor Paul, the mild the tender, and
the good was wasting fast, so fast indeed that he had to -
be.givep proper medical attention, heing transferreq to
the Camp hospital.

From that time onwards the mumber of men in bed
increased. The crisis for some had arrived. Sconer than
many expected and perhaps sooner than they themselves
apticipeted:' Some“big_aed otherﬁise strong men wepep_";
numbered with the small and ﬂelicate ones in that.reepeet
All were trying to disguise the fact of their collapsing
state., There came a time when they too would have to
seek.refuge in bed there to continue their hunger strike
fight . No complalnlng, no whinlng, no crlnglng emanated _
from their llpS - only regrets that they were not able to
keep on thelr feet "to see the thing through" that way.
Regrets also for putting us to such trouble in looking
after them and attending to them. Regrets and apologies
for being so human, nay, more than human in solicitude
for others. As if we could leok_efter those poor
emaciated frames that were once strong bodiesj'once
healthy active human beings. Oh! the truly wonderousy
greatness,the marvelleus gebi}ity of them ell.n $heyA ‘
were each and all truly wonderfg; anq.trgly megnifieent-—
gallent fighters, brave soldiers,‘fa;thjul eemra@es,_who

true to their plighted word gave visible proof of their
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fidelity, their faith and their love for the ideals
o ' parched
they held so dear. No words of surrender escaped their/
1ips; no words that would imply that their desire to |
yield or give up the fight. On the contrary they

preferred to contimue on hunger stiriek, come what might.

The days and nights wore on. " Long and d;eary

they were for most of the men_from the tenth déy 6f the
strike when our hut became a Yeritable hospital ward with
SO many lyihg in bed unable to rise'and_atfend to their
ﬁénts and desires. We helped these, nﬁrsed then as best
we could, the few men still oﬁ their feet assisting us
as best they could, which for a few of the latter caused
an effort., Herein was a sublime spirit,—a wonderful
exhibition of charity and love - the weak‘helpeing‘thei:
veaker comrades. They and we_nursed-them_as tenderly as we
could and as well as we were able, under such terriﬁle'
and frightful circumstances. Truly our M.0. - Martin
Finn had. a big task to perform in ;ooking_aftertthe.many
hundred of men then on the hunger strike siék.list and
' supervising the groups of men in the‘vari9ug1putg who
were rendering aid. Time and again he was ppsitively”‘
alarmed at the serious condition of some-qf_thg weakeT
patients. :He_was also alarmed and anxious about us, their.
helpers,who during that time were sacrificing much of our -

sleep and all of our otherwise off duty periods attending
| the men. This caused us great effort because we were
so few. Consequegtlyfthe“strain was telling on us also
What with little sleep and a meagre indulgence in food,
impbsed it must be repeated by ourselves,_becapse we haa
not the heart to eat, our gnergies Were'being sadly
depleted. We could thihk of_nothing but “our men"
then growing weaker everyday; some of them so very,wgak

as to cause us much anxiety lest thej would go under,
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"Stick it out, boys! Stick it outi" was a
commonplace slogan in use during that period and had been
so for quite a long time. It held a meaning for us in
those days when our endurance was tested. "Stick it out,
boys" beqame a watchword a pagsword,_a vir?ﬁal slogan of
defiance. "“Stick it out, boysi" Al:éady these men were
giving proof of their determinatign to implemen@_thg phrase
they had not to be reminded of it. They meant to Ystick

it out".

o ‘Perhaps we broﬁght them some little solace as we
tried to render'them‘hélp.;n_their weakening and afflicted
‘moments, Not as muthas we wou}d_have liked an§.¢ertainly
no less than we were capable of, and while éngggeq_in
looking after their temporal and‘bodi;y_coqurté the
affairs of the soul - the spiritual aids were being attended
to by the Camp Chiaplains. That spiritual aid and
administration was‘of immense and suppe@e";mpb:papge_gp
the time for it‘broke down the ba:rier‘thg?.qivided the
prisoners from the Church. it was a big advance from
the letter and spirit of the'Bishops Pastoral edict which .
up till then had weighed heavily on us. Tﬁis edigt |
meant the denial of thé-sagraments unless we :ggognised
the Free State as the rightful governmental éuthority

and we solemnly undertook not to take up arms again. That
Pastoral had been in operation for a_considerable timg
previous to the hunger strike.” It sought.to get us to
mend our ways, to obtain an admissiop.of‘wrong doing

on our part in our armed opposition to the Government -
that we wexe'w_frong and the Staters were right. - that ve
were wrong in fhe course we had or were pursuing - fighting.
That decree unfortunately alienated many hundreds of men
in Gormanston from partaking of the Sacraments, who

refused to comply with the conditions contained‘thérein,

and showed no ineclination to accept the Free State as a
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lawfui authority and were unprepared to give.an
uwndertaking to recant military gypositigp against it.
otherwise the "signingiof the_fé:m?_wag :egarded as a
;eygg?givof opposition. The vast ma jority of the
prisoners:.refused the latter course as a matter of
political and national principle.

The imposition of the Pastqgal_Decyge_had a
very bad effect .on the men who feltApehalised because
they could not practice to the full, their religious
duties so déar-to them._-Some did, hovever, carry on
and received the Bucharistic Bread of Life at various
times, daily, weekly or monthly. It goes without saying
that these were envied their very_fq?tpna?g favog; in
that.?espect to be enabled to perform their spiritual
duties in that way. That Decree was always a sore, a
thorny and a délicate subjéét wiéh the internees. ‘Many
a man felt it harder thn_tpé mqstzriggrqus:pqniShmént
harder even than the.geve:gst o;dea;_of i@ppispnment“‘
or internment. It wag'pitifu} ;n'the_eﬁpremevto be cut
away from the one consoling, the Qne;embracing and’ the
one Loving Source of Life - the ?read_o? L;fe;“to_have
to commune with our Maker and Our Lord only from a
distance and none too intimately. Some, perhaps all -
some more than others ~ felt thié most keenly. That it
was a sad time and a truly saddening circumstance, who
could deny? More than either of these thlngs it was
a suffering tgat was_pglnful as it was bl@Fer." A hanpy
ending, or was it a respite,became manifest when during
the period 6f_hunger§t:ik¢'the Camp Chaplains came
amongst-us and gave spiritual gdministrgyiong'ang_sucqour
 to the hunger strikers. It was a magnanimous gesture,
é_sub;ime“act of ;e;igioqs_sentimentnagd a truly generous

‘condescension on the part of the Church. We in turn were
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deeply impressed, intensely gfoud and genuinely edified
byrthe greeiousness of thet_symbolic&act_of love and

the noblest form of eharity. Nothing eeu;d”have given us
greaﬁer Joy. Nothing could pave“mademus_mpre.bappy:and
satisfied than this. We welcomed that wonderful favour
even as'we weleomed with open_a:ﬁs“God'ero;y Annointed
in dispepsing‘such‘bpuntiful greces.‘ Coming as it did
in that sad and yet gloriegs way when many of our comrade
internees were in the midst of a crucial ordeal and in
the presence of a halocaust that was’ fast enshroudlng us,
it was gratlfylng to knouglt was grand to feel that such
mlnlstratlpns wvere forthcoming. Verily it made amends
fer”thevpast, wiped out the past and geve tg mepy the

consolation and the hapoviness which was so sorely needed.

. th could be other than imp:essed by the moving,
edifying scenes which were to be witnessed daily in the
Camp as chaplalns and acolyte made their way -
the Lord's Annointed bearing the Sacred Host, the acolyte
ringing the bell - passing from hu?_to_hut oanhe;r
mission o_f mercy. There was no fuss ahgi no unseemly
demonstration iﬁ the performance of that religious act
that assg:ed}y broughp peaeewend happiness.to many
troubled souls and many a tired aching body. Would that
full justice could be given to thatlt;ﬁly Heaveg}y_scene
or succession of scemnes, in relation to which the riches
ofmlife were but so mueh d;bss and"ofwwhieh man's greetpess

was void and pf smal; aecpgnt, Was it_not_herq fop“us to

- suppress our human emotions, to check the tears that

readily and freely filled many eyes or_ be not overcome '
by the Presence of Him who was about His Father s business.
Could it be otherwise than that we, those of us who were
able to be about, should salute Him in pralse for His
Goodness, worshlpplng Hlm in hlS coming and going through

the Camp. The simplicity of the performance captivated
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one, as it was bound to us do. Every prayer or

ejagulation that the priestrreciteq.ogmhis round of the
Camp from hut to hut and from bed to bed, or the more.
solemn ones said at tﬁe bedside_gf_mépdwhp_yere a@judged
to'be gravely ill2 prqduqedﬂspontangous humble responses
from’all the prisoners. $hgnkqud we“haﬁ lived to see
that -day and to si#ness those tﬁuly_rgmarkab}e and awé
ingpir;ng scenes even though the gcgaﬁégg'wa§m§“s§§wand

distressing one for not a few of the huﬂgér strikers.

In this wise the déys and the nights passedr o
and when the fifteenth day of the hunger st:ikelcame_thepe
was evidence that we were facing a very cgitiqa; moment in
relation to the strike and gfﬁeqtipg the general welfare_

C§ the men involved. It was a tense and anxious time er

. us who were attending to the wants of 50 mghy frail men.

Some of them were barely hanging on to life by slender
threadg‘while even;phe strong and Bu;lj werenshqwing sigps
of physical weakness under the strain and rigours of that
long food fast. Our hut, other huts also, registered an _
unc ommon number of bed Qap;enxs. A fewuqf-tpe more rqbust-
were "sticking 1t out" mote by will power and a Strong
governing spiriﬁ_tpanrany.other‘knoyg or uﬁkngwn Teason.
They-élsé'knewﬁ@hat Some day, perh§ps‘the_negt one, or the
following, at some future date their lot will be cast in
the refuge of bed. '

When vill this end? How can it end? The Free
State authorities had made various attempts to wreck the
strike and to wean the hunger strikers from their_coursg
amd purpoge:L.They had even tempted some of the men with

dainty dishes. But theirugﬁfortsﬂhad~faile@, _Sheer

deﬁermination to see the strike thikough to victory

- predominated;many of the men had reached the stage in

which regard for food was the least of their thoughts -
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pains; aches and general debility ravaged thgm,lmcfg than
the want or consideration of food. We, who tended them,

a task which we were proud to fulfi;, were perhaps the
most disturbed. We keenly felt our weakness and
realised the difficulties of prov;ding.adéqp@te_ggsistance
and succour to our comrades. ‘To make gattgrsgwopse‘we

had not the necessary wherewithall or means to alleviate
their sufferings in any way and ;itt}e‘meanéupo give
them erdinary comfort. The little we could do was freely
and energeﬁically exercised as a matter_of“dqtyf Sad ly
and distressfully we were witnesses of a_drama“that was
being_stéged against gréat odds, and what a truiy great and
extraordinary drama it was, a real true to life
representation of human éndurance, suffering and

determination.

Could we but close our eyes to the sight and close

our ears to the spunds of thg words, Phe_mgans and‘the

'sufferings of those men lying there, some pflphgm unable

to sleep satisfyingly or only to slgep:in_spasms? Look

at the cast in the scenes. $ee-that young man }yipg_in bed
a few yards avay - that "slip of a lad" of 18-opll9hyears
Behold him - his pale, wan thin face, his thin limbs,

his almost childlike form, hardly percéptable beneath the

~ few blankets that cover him, A few days ago he was all

life and living boyishly. That face was normal and

healthy, taﬁned in” summer and almost blood red ipzyﬁypgr
with the warm glow of the sun and th@hhealﬁh giving eone
from the sea and the biting cold winds thét blew in the
respective seasons. Would you not say that he was going
down life's ladder and sinking very low and you would be

right. N

Look at that man yomder, that matured, middle aged

man, one who was of big stout physigue, full bloocded
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strong and burly. “See him then quiet, almost inanimate
in beé; A man who did not know what it was to be quiet, and
who could:not be kept quiet. He was in fact lively as a
bee and the very life of the hut as he was aiways.up to
funk to frolics and to bapter.' Looking at him there you
would say “That's not he".  Undoubtedly there was not
a lot of him in it then, if you were to exclude his ready
smile and the right good humour which he gave vent ﬁo_
occasiona;ly, even in his weakene@ and weakening condi#ion
of health. Pity he was reduced %o that stéte. _w§;é it
otherwise he would assuredly be a great stimulus to us all,

to keep the blues away and a help in meeting adversity.

Or again, behold thét grgy—hairéa man who hadrpagsed
the 50 year mark., You would call him a varrior if you knew
him as well as we did. He was that in every semse of the
word. :Hié_past life in the service of ;relanq‘was one long
succession of endeavour and devotion being -at one'timgipp
other ‘an insurgent, a felon, a guerrillist, an interneel.
During the full 15 days of the hunger strike-be was no less
a warrior, sticking it out, fighting for life.Hitherto he
loved walkiﬁg, books, reading and a few card games.

Many a time he regaled us with spicy yarpsz_reminiSéencesr
of stirriﬁg events and full'desc;iptive_stpries,rIocal and
national that were always interesting to us,'helping thereby
to kill time, our most inscrutable and dangerous enemy.
Looking at_him'then as he lay in bed you m@ght“pot noti9e
that he had changed phy;ically or_meptgl}y, His yea?pgp
beaten, aged, wrinkled face was as_comgqsed"apq_as”appgrently
untropbled as it ever was. You might safely éonp%uderthat
he was just resting as indeed he was but it was not the

type oﬁ_resting that could be.said to be quite beneficial

or composing to body or mind. Thus you wguld be wrong

in assuming that he was quite all right, for all thatd

particular time he, our warrior comrade, was in the worst
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‘throes of the fast and so acutely ill that he could

slip life's knot easily. - We missed his resonant voice

We missed his lively active personality and his pleasant

. breezy company. There he lay in what might be regarded

as his @ed of deafh? conéigned there whgn_a few hours
previqusly he collapsed, because war;ior-likeg he refuéed

to give in to his bodily aches and weaknesses.

_ The foregoing representation of types and characters
of those engaged on the hunger strike could be "
maltiplied a hundredfold as the sixteenth day ushered in.

Marvellous to relate we were still spared a tragedy,

although the dread shadow of death hung very close to

many pa:tlclpants_of_thg‘hunger strike, Nothing short
of a miracle could avert a tragedy, the death of one or

a mmber of men. . What an awful thing to contemplate

‘and anticipate? Flesh and blood alone could hardly

suffice to withstand the rigors and ravages of that

long fast, indefinitely,'without-proper mursing, and even
modérate comfort,.and in the midst of a very cold
atmosyhere,'accen@uated by a_very_restricted fuel_supply
that was hardly sufficient_ to provide ho?rvater tqw

one container and it %o serfe eighty humans. It was

a questipn of time as to when any one of the men might

go under. The men were brave, magnificently brave‘in an
individual and collective sense. How long more. would they
be able to bear up under this most terrlble and searching
strain? Perhaps the fegllng_that otpers‘were“31mllarly
ci:cumstanced and undergoing similar trials - the |
consolation that arises from a common. kinship anq
col;ective_endeavour, was in some measure responsible for
giving to such men courage and espirit de force in their
fight up to that time. But such had limitation as when
certain men reached a condition of health whiéh‘ )

merited the description "extremely low'. Then the
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Then the fight became. a pe;sone}vandqa really individual
one whereby isolation and Fhe_eepse:ef iselation became
the accepted order of things'in relation to the waging of

the hunger strike as a weapon of offense and defense.

One very sad fee@ure emerged at Phat_time, alsos
some of the men had lost the sense of asking for water.
Others found it hard to swallow._'Generally speaking, most
of the hungerstrlkers had got tired of the "brew“ -In
many instances we found the greatest dlfflculty to get
them to -continue drinking such, having to coax them,to
compel them, and to.essist them to take it often. Oh!
it was_heart-rendingt ihe_paipfulmscenes thet We -
witnessed then were enough to affectlone's nerves, any
ef our nerves, at a time wpen_we”ﬁere already at the
extreme limit of our endurance and the feeling of utter
frustration and ineignifence resulting therefrom and
due to our inability to_renﬂe; euitaple help to our men.
We too had to other option but to “etiekﬂ;tfogtﬁ. Any
1agging or any neglect of duty on gur'payt”might have

serious and lamentable consequences for our patients.

| Fortunately'- or was it unfortunate - Wwe hed no time

to think of other matters exeeptitheir welfare, which
incensed us to continue doing our work in the_best
possible mannex._ Plain work it was but it was our duty

in the discharging of which we pald llttle attentlon to'

'ourselves in order to bring some klnd of amelloration to

them. Ve trusted, nay we prayed that we would be spared
witnessing a holocaust. Yet all the time we"ﬁ-&he
$ime—we had unpleasant forebodings that some such would
occur if-that long hunger fast were to continue another

few days or another veek,

 What will it be like tomorrow - the next day and
many days after? We could only shudder ab-bho~opued
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at the cruel thought of conmtimuing looking at such sights,

as those that then confronted us on all sides.. The

. Sixteenth dayl Memorable days they were - every one of

them.days of fast, of strugglg,_and of. enduranee, days
of hgroiém,“nobility and defiance. Sixteen days,

every moment of which, every second, ever fraction of a
second'tickédroff life's qalende;! making thg_onwardw
passage of Destiny - to liyeiof to die. 8ixteen days
when, lo! a sliver cloud shonein the heavens, and while
the:gravely ill were on ;heubriﬁk‘of_iife{swhighway gnd
those who ﬁere not 80 low as to be in imm;yent danger -
of death and while we who laboured and nursed:mused and
meditated a peculiap and_eitraordinary piece o?npews -
flashed round "The strike isloqf":_~_ No”mgrg startling
nevs qould have“been impar@ed at sugh_a time. Whét_magic
words! What truly beautiful words they were - words

of peace, quietitu@e, healtp—giving anqvlife - assg:;ng'

words of hope, of good cheer and of joy. So they might

“have been had not a new megning”epteped inﬁo'the

original message terminating the hunger strike - a message
which implied that "the strike was called off". Called
offt Why and towards what end? | |

Obviously the‘vords and the message conveyed a
double meaning. They portended an end to the strike but
not an end to the prisqners' captivity. Sad and bitter
were the comments of the men when the full import of the
words began to be reg;;éed and understood. "We are )
beaten!. We had to give in" were the‘mos#_qqﬁmon remarks
and sﬁatemgnts of‘pqst people. Beaten....had.to...give..

in. " and so-it was.

_ That was not the end they sought. They were
disappointed when it came that way. Had“thgy t@g’ghoige

it would have been otherwise. They would have stuck it



R

»

-

| | - S 133.
out. They had fought a good fight, fought under
éxceptionally tryiﬁg_circumstanceg_ang qgainst exrreme1y
adverse difficuities. They were great men, all of them.
Some, in the beginning had entered into the strike

somewhat lightly and"lightfhegrted;y_- full of“hope,

| flushed with enthusiasm,'ahgered'at tpewyhoughy of being

indefinitely interned. They had learned a lot since,
or during that time. They had_suffe;eq @qqh_anq_gndured
much and the occasion of the end of the great fast
found many of them the worst of the wear. Seme of these
would have to receive very spéq;al nursing and attention
to bring them back to their normal health. God be
praised it was over!= AOf‘th?_few who were glad were
some“of us who tended tpgsg men. Pergonally I ggve_a__
big sigh of relief at its termination, thankful that we
were spareﬁ.many trage@}es,_thgugh proud of ‘the men for
their great and unselfish devotion and exquisite self-

sacrifice.
Chapter 32. -
The final dec151on for "calllng the hungerstrlke
of ! had, it appeared been indicated by orders of the
I.R.A, @uth011t;e§ quts;def That ordgr“§ppl}eq to all

: the_p;isoﬂ_and-camps_inyqlved in the strike and on the

‘grdund that a further prolohgation was gndesirable.”____

Stress was- laid on the point that the men had made their
protest. Their courage and patriotism were liberally

recognised,

Unfortunately the road to recovery was not an

easy one for some of the men particularly those whose

conditiorsof héaith vere so 19@;&5 to merit their being
spoon fed and on a kind of dietary scale ~ with due

apologies to the diet. Immediately after the .announcement
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of the cessation of the strike the men received a supply.
of hot milk served to them in their huts. Instructions
had been issued adv;sing the men tq“gg easy W}th‘food
gnd‘not to eat coarse food at the peg;nn%ng or;ifh_‘
they did to only partake of it in small quantities. Our
cooks worked hard to help in dispensing light dishes,
within thg‘limita?ions imgosed byht@e_ratiopsrgupp;ieq.
Then the men, since the strike was ended, advised their
people outside to send.parcels of food supplying
various luxuries, cornflour, custard, jellies etec.
When these arrived cooklng de luxe got into full sw1n°.
Our group and other groups in bgr_@up p;oduggq_dlghgs
that formerly wereAupheard of_asusog§uas_m§te;ia;s becane
available. All of whiéh helped to some extent in.
bringipg men_?ack to something apprpgcp;ng_theip_former
vitality. But not all men would conform to a diet =
Some ravenoué fgf food, egt.anything they-came across and

suffered much as a result,

Quite a considerable number of meh_were unable
even with care and a careful diet to ouickly Tecover
health and stréngth. One such vas my dear pal and
feilow_office: Bob Oman. His health, it could be ea51ly
seen vas éntirely undermlned foy_he”hgd cgntracted_some
ailment, Which vas to remain with him for a long time.
One gf_the-most wonderful resoveries was Paul B;ady &
who soon on his feet, copt;nued_loqking gftér the wants
of his flock. In many instances we had more than an
abundance-of cooks. They were not gncqmmogly_tqo
numerous and of course variable in their preparations of
dishes until a reasonable time arrived when feeling
sufficientlywqonvalescent a return to the camp ration
became anabsolute ngcessity and tﬁe prospeét of an éérly

release less optimistic.
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~ Due largely to the weakened cpnditian of the
nen and_bacause many were dishea;teped at the pn;avourable
99U?$G_Fhat the hpnger strike pqotest‘had“taken fhe
orqinary camp routine slowed downﬂconsiderably. There
was, however, no indication of disorganisation or
disruption apparent or perceive@_to.aaist but it was
fa@ply evideht.thatAaulittle looseness in discipline and
restraint crept amongst us which to some extent marred
anrothe?wise happy fraternity. Ipe:tia.and '
disillusipnment affected a few but on the whole the  B
temper and spirit of the internees remainad_fi:mlf rooted. -
Whatever 1apses_oacurrad were only of a trivial
and of momentary character, none of vhich related to
the question of national policy or ideals, at least‘#q

any appreciable degree or for any subversive purposes.

_ This brqught us‘ipto”the cold? da:k_and memgraﬁle
November month, a month that heralded a new and mostly
'startlipg'movement -”the releasa of some of the internees.
Atrfirst'these releases were regarded as so many.tricks
apd deceptions which'we?e"intendad to'still furthe;
embarass and confound us on tha promise of an early
large-scale release. But facts are ?actg,_ﬁotyitpatapding,
and when_impetus was_given‘to a sometimes intermittep#
and at other times. constant exodus of men hemeward bound,
hope surged in the_breast.of qu;te a_large number
for’their‘longed for liberation; a hope which grew apace
in view of the variety of types and,the status of men
who were thus singularly passed from our mldst to
:ahab;lltata themselves in ordinary life. Yet not all
such as passed through tha gates of Gormanatqn
Internment Camp were actually re1eased Some were,
but it fell to the sad lot of quite a number to be

instead transferred to another incarcerating venue., That

‘happened in the case of our Camp 0.C. Oscar Traynor,
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P, Holohan and ophers’w@q“ye:§¥§ppgequently "lodged" in

MOuntjoy.g Mysterious moves indeed.

WeIWOndered uhat was the 31gn1f1cance of and the
reason for such moves at a time when éesplte rumours
the;e was no sign of a total rgleasg_oﬁ_pr1§o§ers,‘Aihe
only deduction that could be made was that these certain
officers and important men amongst the jl__nte_z_vneg's___pag )
been picked out for special punishment er at least that
they would not be accorded liberation in the ip@ergst of
State policy. Undoubtedly %hat.vgry strgnge‘moyg_ggye‘
rise to the query -‘wheﬁe wquldrapy_gf us fit into such
a plan which coneeived the separation of the chaff from
the grain? Soon we‘we;eltbrknow when in péqembgr a
1arge group of internees, notifigd in advapce, werg_sbt
in motion and des?gtghed notimmeﬁmﬁ bound, of if so,
not to their homes, but to other_yariqgs destinations,

to other intgrnment camps ., Thus, I and a big contingent,

of ex-Gormanston Camp internees mingled_freely but not

very free-willed wi@h internees in Newb:idgg M@litary
Barracks_thep an,Internment‘Camp_for‘qomradg sp}diérs_

of the I.R.A. There wve resumed our lives as iﬁterpegs for
another space of timejin my gase_th:ee.yeeks. Then on a

day before Christmas Eve l923;‘betge§n mixed feelings of

© oy and sorrow I packed my few beldngings‘and bid gqodbye

to intimate comrades and boarded a train for Dublin, If

I shed no tears or expressed only a‘few words of sorrow for
the parting it was becauge.FheAair;was_fuliy_cha:ggd'wi§p
rpunmours that the Camp was to bg glea;edrbgfqyg_Ch:igtmas.
Thus I béqggdigu to eighteen months of_gaptivity:and
parted ' company with many loving friends and very. dear
comrades, good men and true, who loving Ireland, served her
in dark and troubled days and of vhom it could be said
whatever their other faults and failings, they lived up
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to the best traditions of their race in suffering and
travail within the coﬁpass'of prison walls or barbed wires

of intermment camps.

) _ Vale the past - the past that had been a thorny
rugged pathuay HPOI_l_ETthh we had trvdged wearlsome and not
always unwilling footsteps in pursuit of Freedom's Goal,
alwys hoping against hope, trusting the @easure of our own
sincerity and loyalty, b:aviﬁg tioﬁble and danger and - |
ever looking oﬁward towards a better time when "righteous
men shall make our land" a nation once again. ‘Vale_the paét
our past, the militant past tnat h¢1p¢d~§he pe-;ngaynation
of the Fenian Spirit and Ideal inthe-ﬁirth apd growth of
the gound guerd of Eireann, na Fianna Eireann agﬁuthe still
more matured Irish Vqlunteers,'each moulded into the Army
of the irish Republic by trials, sgfferings?‘gaq;ificeg?':‘_'
through an era of bravg endeavour of big devotion and strong
attaqhmgﬁt_to the National Weal.. The past is gone - like
a wisp'of straw that is carried away by the‘breeze'it passes
from pillar to post ever onward in the march of tlme,_a

glory and a legacy to those who bore their share 1n the

doings and .affairs national in Ireland's cause to rally.

Vale the Past - and as we bade it a fond goodbye
other thoughts arose, less sustaining, if not more perturblng

than before, our six, or ten or tweélve gloriocus years were

- gone forever - but what of the future?

Signed QI;‘*h'cZ:Lrhdibﬂﬁgdﬁpe"
_ (Sean Prendergast )
pate (2% Fal /983

12th Feb, 1953

Witness b F @% Conrdl . i

(M.F. Rygn) comd't. Bi}ﬁu!.b OF MILIVARY HISTORY 1913-21
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