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1 ¥ithout a panao. or the suggention of a smue, the othar
|

- replied: . . . . T i

ll 'Ko. but it i.e how that I.t h uhc way f=in thnt there

are thrau ribe droke in it,"

‘ I‘he afforto of the fellcws to get around the suance
ru:llé vere ingenious but nat nsually gugogssful o Etchlnsham.
houever, soemed tn be very luclqr in th.ts reupect. One was

i
nou allowad 0 apcak oven % a waraar, exeapt on a mattar of

7 ,dh‘t::pune s Dut there was' a loophole nere which Patpr -Sook

ful} advantage of. He was always asking the warders for
au:l"d"mea on this, that and the other, and he god in 4 lot of
conversation. | '

‘ One da.y. durlna J.oelmp, we had the usual visit from/&

' Visttlng Justice. 1o .happaned to be a gentleman naied Colman,

of muatard fama. , -fle appaared at the cel'.'. door. pracedeﬂ by &
mdor and, annomcing ihn he was, asked if there waro any
comp:l.alntu. Uamle the anawer was in the negativa o

Etch; | . howaver, notaced that Mr, Oolmnn was attired in
ridh‘ag gard and when the usual question was pud, he saldl

"'Hc. it'e not what you mlght call & cumplaint ‘but i'm

worried about a colt.® . '! -
| : :

1"& colt, wb.at colt?*

L £

I"'au. it's & colt they have nt home and I'm afraid

! . . .
l :
!I N - H
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- t‘any "11 soll i%. You ces, St3 o thoroughbred, and I think

the poople at rmm don't realise its value,” |

| 'He launched mto an ageount of the pedigree of the cold
a*?nd he nanad noarly overy Crand Hational winner m; the precede
ing twontyefive years, Thore followsd a long atcéuaaion
bi‘atwean Colman and himself about famous horses and‘aoakm._
:Ehan was o subjeot dear %o Etchingham's heart, an hc had
himsalf baen a professional jockey in his early dq:n. 3
appoared that tha colt in gueostion might be sold fnr twventy
poundu. wlmraas it m wrth ocertainly twonly umoa that oum,

E " But why don't you writo about 3t?* asked celmgn.
l\ ‘"e1l, I can't, I'n not entitied to a ;ettar" for four
moxlmhnc"
| "But the Covernor wowld gtve you permisaion for a spocial

Lter. | .
“%n, 1 dunno, I doubt 1t and I don't like to {"ba turned

! ; - |
dﬂﬂ!l "

'
|

"¥oll, 1 tell you what I'1) do, I'1l ece the Govarnor
myaelf and get the necounary pormission for you." |
"ood mani® said Pat®y, that'e fine, Y Haybe 3'3.3. do
as muah for you some day." ]
i Thereupon Etchinghan got permiesion for a spaoln 1aﬁﬁu.
The {'raply. it name. required an answer, and ﬁhn
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ldorreap'ondmoe eqntmuéd for quite a.lon_i.i timo,
\.- One day nearly a year later, when we had besn transferred
1.110 lewas jafl, I neked I?attqr how the matter of tha colt had
\ » - ‘ . F : )
1] fw“. - - b ) 1 - l l

*W¥hat colt?®

*The ‘colt S'Ou were writing rome a.bo‘ut."

PRI

"0h, that oolt, well, an a matter of fm'_l_;-. I a0ld that
colt myself fifteen years ago." ‘ ‘
) \\ Phil Uactahon was alwaye gotting into 't'toulile! for

t?:u:!_-nag He used to think up 'tha most atrooious Qonuﬁdrumn
. . |

1

and ke had %0 get them aoross to gomeone, . one daj he wan
té;r':lng one on Austin Stack, but besause of ‘the vigilance of
t!io wardeﬂ;, he could only ssay two or three wctéds at o time
.beii:ween long pausas, .so_ we had gdno half a dozen times round
' thi‘e eircle before Phil got it ‘out, It wasi

\

| "What has become of all the young men who used.$o move
lni,t}a‘auc League oircles?® Answer: “They aro now moving
in jprison squares.” '

t

i\ I heard Austin say with s groan, "Great God m,mhty!“

‘ Ve were allowed two books from the Library ever} wack,
Ve ﬁrere éven allowad %o seleot our own books but thnf d44d not
naeelmsar‘:_uy mean we got the books wo selected, In i:aat.-. I

hardly ever got the book 1 wanted, , Austin Stack, apparently,
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‘before in Dartmoor., Tommy is in a foarful wax.®

i

|
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haa the ‘same exparsma s for one oy when I was on oraerly

l
duty. I an written on 'hlo slates “Oive ume any twn beokl you

uke except novels uttten by Hiee H.B. Braddom 1 '
\ On another acoasten. Dick Hayos was in a tnwerm roge. -
He umd 1 wore aembbtw ‘the oorrtdor and he manngeﬁ to tau
me |t3he cauge, Someone at home had sont hinm o eepy of
FraLmta Thampaon *s "lound of neaven®, The chapla‘m had
stopped it ana when niok asked nim why, he had replmd:

% "Waan't Frsnc:ln Thompaon ono of tha fellows who were

m# in the Rising?® 5 i

We had been about four months in the plase when EV'
sgored a viotory. Ry ofrmer friend eame into tho workehop
and l*c:cmn to our counter in a state of suppressaed dalight.

| “There's a hell of a row going on," he said ae ooon a9
we a‘tnr‘bed mrkznc. °It seems that the ‘'Cork Bxamtner‘ has
published #attex. two colimne long, aiving particulars of
yourlltreatmm here, with the aaat ninute data&la. It must
have been written by one of the prlmnars.- but_ ths mth
is how 1t got out, Do you Jnow?"

"1 do," I'sailn. “but I.can't tell you."” .

i"n'a' groat 'w_o:k._' he said, "it has naver been.dai‘na
f
*"Fommy was Princtpn ¥arder Bténa, He wan 'i:‘ne m’:E the

|

|
i
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vuﬁnaﬁt aen 1 have over kiown and e seamed to have been
croai;ed for hios post, For 'inétmcé.'ha -alwmr.s knei:l whan one
was godng to talk, - Qften, Just .a‘.n. 1 vas about-to &p @0,
1 would hear hia ‘voice behind mo! ‘ j'- K
"How them, Brennan, keap %hat tongue of yours quiat.

- This morning, he came gver to me ad s00n 88 -nm instructor

nad gone. . Lo
l- "Look here, Brannan,“ he said, I'va always triad tn

tzLea.t you fauowa docently, hwen'ﬁ 1?7 - I naver hq;& & nan

L

up for raport.”
. This was quite true and 1 adnitted it, ,
"Well,;" he went on. '®aome of your fallows hava basn up
to trmkn. - There haa ‘been 8 letter published 4n the Irdish
p‘npnﬂ' and it must have boen written by oné of tjha; prisoners.
Do you think that's fau.r to me?® b ,'

1 expressed my surprtse at tha, newa.
Do you know wth&ng abcut item 3
71g that a fair question,” I asked, . Do you ;think if X

:?m know, I wou].d toll you: axwthtng about it,." |

T

He wont on to say we wero not trentlng hin féirly and

. thnt if he were. ramamd from the "party’ and Sf, ror instance,
| tna Vagp roplaced him. things would not run so smoothzy.
“That'n qnue right,® I sadd. Plnybe some Qf ug would
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' rido yau to death 11’ thw try. ' | .' i

| ‘you get ouﬁ.
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'You don't know what you'ro ﬁa).ktng about. lTW'caﬁf":""

t

'Hvba. ' ._'-, '1_

r
\

N "Are yon gasng ta wrne anythinfg abont this plmo whon

’“Mzm. R

O ' 91 hepe you'.u. ba fah' to -h

1 auddanly rammnberea that. mchtnghm was dysng to get
off the hard bench whom he was uawing. ao I tnld Mone that

| EToh&nﬁhm wag plmming to writa a book on the plada. Fext

da}vy. Eﬁch&ngham wns takan ‘0ff the beneh nnd pnt to work at a

sewing machtna. out of which ha’ saameﬁ to .got a graat deal of

o?jwmmt.

| As for tho Cork Examzner" J.etter, 1% had bm a painse

thing and prolongad job. Itm dﬁ.mw's mea. ; Vo had
no pens, penaus. ink, or paper and 8 1attar had to he
mttten, and in apzta ar tm‘ea peraoml aearohea avery aay,
lr oell search wary night. a upeuial cen searah every weak
and m;rprioe naaroma now and then. it had to be kapt 0arge
muy until .‘.t couu be emuggled out W oa vlaitor. It

| © to 46
namaﬁ Mponstble. bnt we managaa/iﬁ. Threa or four paces

'behind my counter there was a sort of aentry box uhlch vos

| .
l !
| :
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' useé hy the Prineipal. Warder now and ngaxn when he had- $0 sign

repért.u. | There was a battle of -ink there but even if I could
aetltnvo the plana unabaarved. I could not tmke the tnk bottle
becausa its 10&9 wbﬁkd ha notaoed before our piang wnra
mglu@a. : Bo , "9 aaaidaa 1 ahonld tnke thm tnk and nut tya
aattla. if 1 got o chanco, ‘ﬁe hnd to huva a ccntaﬁne:. A%
the time, wo wore su;pllaa ulth half an ouhoe of‘margartno
with breakfast ami this was serveﬁ m small tins lif.tle bigger
than a thtmble. DaI.neey held back one of thase tlml and he

conoealed it in ono of the watering ‘cana whioh.wcre carried

“over aach morning to aupp:w ﬁrinktng water to tm warhshup.

He went into the rocess .dn the workahop to £111 the mtaﬂn@
eml and he: left the mm-gnrme ‘t4n aaneealeﬁ m the plano.

'th.rmus.d 1ynon ratriwed the tin.and 1eft it on him ‘counter

beﬁind gome ba@s.- gererd crnfta enrryxna auppltaa of canvas -
ﬁotm Iynch to me, . brought the un wnh him. " As thara were
three warders on duty aal tna t;me watchlng ua.-we hnﬂ to be
careful at evexy atop. I vorked vamy harﬂ uuttiug material
8411 I had a huge pile on my counter thnn, ‘under cover of
these, I took the tln and orept on my nands’ and knoeés t¢ the
aent:y box, pourea tha 1nk into thn ttu and orept bank. Vie .,
thnn had to ravaree thn process and we did this 90 BULCABREe

fulxy that the lnk lgy in the bottom of the watar:n$ can in

| ' o
| | |



182

the rogess in our hall that night, Just before 1abkup, when

thﬁ ccll soarch wags over, deLaody aunﬂenzy ramembeteﬁ he had
gom no drinking water for tho night, ile asked atona to lot
ruk cet some énd the latter agreed, Delacey brought his can |
to| the recess and brought back the little tin containing the .

gnf in ths vottom of 4%, pretending it was full of water. He

had managed to manufacture and conoeal a nid from aﬁmq
materials in thoe drawer of his counter. He wrote the letter
that night., ¥o had to kecp 4t for neariy three weeks untili
-Dizrmuid lynoh had & visitor. It was explained to!Diaxmulé
tthha would seo his visitor in a room but ﬁhat.haﬁuau on

ne account to'approanh him, Diarmuid was searched as ho laft
t#n exeroise ground for the interview, and he was searched
again before he entered the offiece, 1In a 0;rner of his
pockethandkerohief which he held aloft in his hand during the
nachh, ha‘hae the pracious iettnr, ~ Ae ho entared the |
oqfiee and nau'hia frzend.'niafmuid conveniently forgot his
zdetruatlonn and he ctepped impulaively forward, ;
"ﬁhy,‘hallo. Beumas ,* he oried, a3 he shook hands with
the viettor, . B ' |
*liow, now," oried 8tone who was aupertntanﬁing the

1ﬁtervlew. and the two men parted, The letter, however, was

now in safe hands,
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. One imnediato ofrect of the pnbuoatlon of thh letter
wgna that the ofﬁoeru ahnm mora reapqct for un. :

ET
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. CHAPTER LII "f-:  S i

Twn bv-elections held in Ireland early in 191?

were lost by the irish Parl iamentary Partx and won
by 9inn Fein, a clear 1ndication of 2. grofoggd”chaggg
in Irish gub;ic OQinion. ‘ _ ‘ S

It was nearing the end of the yéaf‘wﬁen there occurred . /

a major incident. Some of ue had been getting six ounces

1

of bread extra becauae we had baen 1osing weight. Ve ehared

'ﬁhia boon by passing the extra 1oaf every alternata day to

i

someone who was not.on the epecial list.  One day when we
returned from the'workshOp; de Valera éteppédliﬁté nis cell,
seized his extré”iﬁhf'and;toﬂaad'iihéoross the dim hall into
Jack Macardle's cell on the opposite side., Jack was walting
fof it and caught it neatly, and the two doora closed.
Uaually, thig procedure waso pretty safe as it wae very gloomy
at that end of the hall, However, thie time a ynx-eyed

warder who ‘was very officious and who was etanding on ‘the

bridge on an upper floor, saw aomething paaaing tnrough the

air and he raced down and opened Jack'a cell Just as ihe

latter had taken his first bite of the loaf, Jackland Dev
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lvere ha led berora the Governor and -antencad to three daye

[ - L

eéntary canﬂnment on brm and water. Dov.proul:ptly went
° hungar etr!.ke. I S e .

| But for ono or tw frlmdl.y mdora. we wuld rsot hwre
| known of t.hu, ror both men had hoan rmvea to énother wing
—cf‘ the pr:leon. Bome of us mted an !mned:lute g@nartn
sy?:patnauo -tr:lko. 1 hmd tlutbAusttn staok wag: against
thla and in the neut nno-up 1 mmgad to get hea:de him,

He ma aead ugalneﬁ the fdea and vnrnad me nat tn go furthor
wwh :lt. !'he Mme had not arrived he sa.'ld. 1 alms found
it very difﬁmt to got staak to take auuon tn eueh cases
b whan he aid, ﬂ wae even more difftoult to gat htm L]
etolr. | ' '.

{ On the rouowtng da.v. two othnr men were absent from the
una-ug. Dr. Dick Hayes and .Daaxnand Fttzgerald. Vo learned
later that, with Dav; thay had been removed to another prison.
Thaz;a wae no little fceunq over the dispute as to wk‘iether we
shmhd take aotfon or not. Ve did nothing, but diecdipline
becane noticeably more siack and our fellows grew more daring.

6ne day an entirely unpremeditated demo_nstratton; on our
pm‘t‘ thrc&' the whole ﬁr_lao_n sy'ntem' out of gear, Thei'e a9
more than a touch of frost in the alr as we wont round the
exer:{laa ring, BSome of the younger prisoners found t:,ha

laggilng, dragzing pace toe slow and therc were asudivls
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rtaﬁans from noma nr them to "stap out" _ 8uddm1y,
waw one of the men taklns a auddcn short ‘run anu getting in
_froLnt of the man who had becn ahead of him. 1 sa¥W & puszled
7 1ook on the warder's faoe, iia knew something had h@ppened ]
| buﬁ .
| tha

could not meke out woat 1t mﬂ. Then the ‘sawe gnm dia

same thing again, Hﬁ oxample wag fol:l.owed by ?mk
‘Thomtou who paued me and stopped in front o;r me. 3 made a
run and ragainad wy plaoe. Like a flash, the movenent was
taken up all round ‘the rlng and aoon. %0 koep our plmes, \m
were all runnlng. the older men retiring to the ianer circle.
1t taﬂed with a trot, but in a 1ittle while we wore all
racing madly, yelling and ghrleggs 1.1keiud Indians. 1t

was 4 spontancous cutlet of emotxena pent up for montha, The

warders, aghast and panic stricken at this unpreaeﬁentad
conducot, ratreated to tha varioua exits from the exercise
grolnnd and su:nmot_led the armed sqard who were usually on duty
ouﬁr during fog. The guards cameo rqnntng.' muskets :ln hands,
but' we paid no attention to them, Ve 'eontinuad galloping
round and. round 411l we got tho eignal %0 fall in and wo did
%0 amidst botatorouoﬁ aughing and gheering. When we got the

orﬂ L to maruh off nomeone cried "muble" and we ran’ to thﬁ

- workshop followed by the panting mders.
| That wae deﬂnitou' the end nr the rmtd suenao rule,’

My warder was jubilant when he came in.
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" *The news ie all over the place," he vaid., “The Irieh
are up, = There is terrific exoitoment,* | '
" Half an hour later Stone came in, ' e wap very

ézitated. He strolled around for a whti‘a and then omme over
il'.o' me, . | ' ' :

3y, Brennan," he said, "can you teld 13 tha meaning
of all this?*

17 %1t's only a bit of m." 1 said. .and aﬁded: "We'ro

datttng tired of the place,” o o

*Vag this thing prearranged?®

" "I'm soriy, I oan't tell you.®

- *fou mean you'don* kmow,®* - -t
"I mean I'm not saying.® = L. SR :

| -~ ®Ara you one of the leaders?® . ' | :

*You aoni't expoet me: io ‘answer that,"

"Ie there likely to be another outburst?®

"fhat wasn't an outburet. You'll know what an outburs$

is when you see ona.

®I'vg tried to be good ‘to you fellows,” he laid. "y
think I'm entitlod to some coe-operation,” ° o
In the aftarnoon he came back agaln. and aakaﬂ wap
there an.ything 1 could suggant to oase the oituation. |

- "You aould bring ée Valera back,” 1 said. 3 "

-
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: ”I can‘t ao that. I've nnthing to do with it, Is
thara anything 1 paruonally can 4o%®

“Bell.' 1 sald, ﬁyouxnight prevent murdeyr by ramovlng
uom; of thote vnraara.

"ihich of tham?“. | ,

1 tndtoaﬁed the tnree uaréérs then in tho rdoﬁ. One of
them was the man who had reported do Valeru and Yacardle; tho
other two vare fond of mahxng trouhle. -

Are thara any officera yon would prefen?'

This was - going too far, 1 migh$ get some of the decent
ones Victimized,

! *Any of them,® 1 sadd, "85 long a9 you take those three

away " | S o
The three warders wore taken off that ovening and we did

not|aee tham aaain. Thqy ware roplaced by three easyezoing

' mén who aid not soen to ming our talking so long as thare was

no auperior officer about. One of tham, indeed. uged to
keep watch at the spyhola in tha door ang warn us when the
Prineipal Yarder was eomzng. Things were mucn eagfer from
thot time on. " -

| Barly in Dicémbar.'thqy taid us we wore being removed to
another prlson where we would have the epeoial privilege of
baiﬁg allowed to talk during exeroise and of sending and
receavxng fortnightly lettors, Up to that time, wn{aunlﬂ :

t
|
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reeaﬂe ono 1etter every four mmtha. We were told we ooum
travel. :ux oivt:l.!.an clothes 1f wa gmre an undertaking not to
t to eaonpa. Wo refuaed to giva 'bm undertaklna, 0 We
maﬂe tha Journay 1n conviot garb and 1:1 ohains. fivo men to
a chain, It wasn't o confortable Journey and 4% lested a
lonp time, richt acroas the Soutn of England. Whmpv;er'w
man| had ocoasion to go to the lavatery, all five men‘_ on his
chaln had to go with him as the wardere oaﬂ"_iod no kém to
the|ochains, My warder had told! ma that 4if he was noet aent

with us, he would leave the prison dorvice, He d3d not come
vltl'a us and he left the gervice., - A fow years- lat-er; he was
_- arrcoted in e roundeup of S$nn Feiners in London and sent
witl;l about one hundred prisonerc to Mountjoy Jasl in Dubline
Our new abode, Lovas Jail in Sunsex, seemed to be
"beautim place after the axpcriehc'é of Dartmoer, The oell
nooru were of wood and there were hot \mter pipes and,
a thou@ thqy were nover not s they looked good. The lightiog
of tﬁe cells, too, was infinitely better, I had been only -
a short timo in my osll ﬁhen{ the door opened and a man in .
civilian dréu enterod, He said he wao the Governor and he

hoped| I would be comfortable, This, 1 said to myealf'. is a

policy of killing us with kindness, - The Governor was & very
quiet; gatlee-spoken man ard fhhnug,h he seemed to i:o yo{mg. his “
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nair was quite white; Ve learned lator ‘lshat' he nad spent
three years as a spy in the Eadhi's camp while the sritish
wore conqueriing_ the latter's territory. | ! .
The Governoy asked if I noeded anything, 1 asked for
iting matoriale and a typewritar,

| °A typewriter!® he exclaimed, He could not have been

more surprised had. I asked for a machine gun. He said he

wguld ask permission to give me the writing materials but he
knew the typowriter wae out of the question, In reply to his
queries, 1 told him I wanted to write a fow otories and we |
go% talking about books. He told me he took a keéu intorast
in mathenatios and snicd he was wrrying over a problem which
had appeared in the Cambridge magazine, He had been ovar a
month working at 4t and he had found a solution which he imew
must be wrong beeauué. if 4t wore right, the ‘ice age must
still have hold Sussex au lato as the ninth cantury‘whinh, of
course, was absurd, . fie asked me if 1 wero good at.

_ mathamntic!o_

"I'm not bad,® I said, "but I don't think I could solve
ym:ln' probler. There 43 a man hero, however, who oo:uld b4
think, His name 4sg der Valera,® - .

He hurried off to Dev's cell, Hext day I asked Dav how

he got on with the problem,
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*I solval n,' he said, "but 1% took me ovm' an hour,*

|  *"Bat th.a Governnr said ho had been over a month at £t,°

| "Tae ,* ha eau.. “and he might have been at lt tor ten

yea'n 1f he h.nd oonunneﬂ to rorget, as he di.d ma the aquare

"root of a pouttve mxv have a pl\ll or mtnue vnne. 'He
.thought only of the plus value,*

13

*I'm gled you sent hin to me® gontinued :Dev. “hacme he
e going to lot me have Poancm ‘o work on Qunternun- in four
volunes, 1 have boen: mttns 1" for a long tize,* '
'Qu.ﬁmlonu.“ 1 aatd. Lp can't remanber uhnt thay are

- but|I think,,tha_y were invented or ducovn’o& by Rowan

‘Hamilton.® _
*That ‘s right,"
*¥oll, what are thay anyway?"
| *I8%s hard to explain,® said Dav » "but 1t's like this,

You tai:e a ziolnt in. 8pace « ér Aam‘r.-- take a point in o rodm.

In the ordinary way, you oan locate that point 4f you knov its

"@isthnoe from two walls and the floor or ceiling, Wow,
- quaternions will $naioata the loocation of that point by one

ayanl hmtean of three measurencnts,.,”

This left me up $n the air so I ohanged the mbjt:a_ot to
talk of Rowan Hamilton himself. Ho was that rare é.aﬂhu who
wvas an infant prodigy and who romatned a prodlw whon he tau




no |longer an 'mriar';t.‘ Ho might have been but was not a hétem
ah,ua." Born 4n' Dublin in 1808, ho road Hobrow at tho age .
of scven, ' Before he was twelve, he was not only a master
of/all the Buropean languagos and of Latin and Groek, but
Woﬁéﬁgd'of Syrias, Paredan, a\rt_ibic; Sanskris,
Hindustany and Malay. At ten: he knew nothtng'of mathematios
but happen!ng on a I-atin copy of Euolid, he atuﬂted it and
wt’thin two yeaﬂ he had matercd ‘not only it, but every work -
orxl mathamattqt then written, He wae salf-taught. i In hie
ol‘ghteanth jeﬁ he entored Trinity College and in all the
examinauonu he took firset place, .Aput ‘from his languages
and mnthamnﬂct, he twice gainw the Vtcanchaiman'n prise
rcrr Enguah Varse. He was an orator, gchelar, poot, motae
phy atoim. mathematiclan and ghﬂ.aaophar.; .¥hen he
w+s aboust twonty he was made Astronomer Royald. for Irela.nd and
he. took up um position in DunBink Observatory, whera ne,
remalned for the reot of his .ufa working out many mathamaticu
prob:.ema of the most absﬁgse kind, . He foresaw .clea.rxy, _
though he did not name {4, the theory or Relativity later sot
down by Btnstem. One day, in hig om age, vwalking down
tlhe road near Dunsink, he came on a ancient villager a'itung
on the ﬁridga wall, Angd the ‘ancient villager ual{ﬂ ' |

"¥hat 1s 1t you are doing toda&. Hr. Astronomer Royal?®
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"I am," he uaid. 'multty]ging the Horthaﬁnat by thn

'SQum-Waat.
T when I told Dev this, he sald:

“And that ig axaatly what he was daiua.
Naarly thirty yoars 1atar. in 1943 %0 be pmolsa. 1 had

ococanion t.o aall on Albart Ematam in Princeton Untvera:lty.

1 has'ua bean commleeioned by tha Iriah Government %o invito him
to ths Colloquxém about' tn be held in Dublin undar f.he anspical
of the Instltute of Higher I.earnlns. The graat man eang. into ?

the room whero 1 was walting, dreaseﬁ ln an old twaed auit. the

coat of which was huttonad high aoross his chest, e wore no
collar or tie and hts heavy Boots ware actually tied with
pleeea of twm : His ki;idlv Hebrew ayos t.wtakled under a mags

Acf reay hair aﬂh;yointed to the four winds, He was pleased

to eea:lve the invitation and SOrTy he coum not aceapt it

| beeg.uuo his heulth prmrentea him from trava:u.ms. ' I tald him
B tha’ utory of Dev anﬂ f.ha prilon Govemor and he wag highly

amuaad. | Vo talkeﬂ of ﬁamuton and I told ns,m he hed said on

' onel ocoasion that ne was multiplying the Noth-Rast by the
Bont.h-West and that how Dev had aam: "that'e exaotly what he

wasl doing" Dr, Elnntatn saiﬂ* ’Of course hdé waa. vhich

acat.n left me up in t.ha aldr.
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In I.awas o met mw old frzends hmmu a.u tho Irzuh

b riLoners £rom Port:.and :Dartmoor, na!datone and other prisone,
verr brought togat.her there. ‘l‘hgra wara uver one humlree! ané
thirty of us, We talkeﬁ ‘all the timeo in spite ol au efforts

ta stop ua and we made mnderm plam about how we were going

o ho earry on tha ﬁgght. vhen we got out. In uddltton. we wero

all atudylm various eub,jeots. parttcu:.aﬂy lanauage-. meh.
Ge man, 3pnn:loh, ltalian and, of couroo. Irtsh. Pearse
Banslqr held umn:lnattona for the I?alnne. -

It 48 ourious that aftar the au.ame of Bartmer 1 ahonld
have so quickly ured of talk but after a fow dqrs in Le\na. .I
welxoom the evening and the snenoe of my oe:u, _ I had got )
zy |writing -atertala and I completed two fuu lencth mystery

H

novels- bafore weo J.eft the place, o

Wo were wnt up tnto various partiea aeuanea 0 carryv |
ont the work of the priaon. ‘i‘hera were about thtrty of us
gn the workshop vmere we made haar‘lm ruge and doormats, the .
'fm-mer on looms, the latter on uprsght frames. ' Etahznghm

’ waf given a loom and the mder mstmatad him how_ to ma.ke the

. ru.

*Io I have to make that?? he asked, looking at a
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cumpleted Tug.
T "Yeg," eaid the urdar.
"I1'%nm afraicd thsy tve aolected the. wrong man. laid
Etchinglmm. "1 'Vo on:Lv sot five yearo to do. )
Vi.ncent Poo:l.o. a ﬂztlzan Army man almost prcotpitated -
al general row wlthm the Tiret tow daara in Lewes, ' le wa.s
:l.ria the mrkahop wzth ue and ha hezan to ains "‘l'ho Green
Flag". When the wardor had ohecked him a fow umas. he
Ic!deu:lgr 8ot up from hiv seat and yeued at tho wardory
. -"What's th_as gbout? - might’ ae'mu be in Jau,.r-
Wharsupon he was brought beforo the Governor and semt to
tli:a colle, He went on @ hunger ntrm. He oven refused to
lot the warderu entar his oen and when thay tricd to put
hin m a atraight Jaoket ho beat thom. A aeotlon of the
pf:lseueﬂ wantaa o aympntheuo gtrike 3n hie tm‘our but: do
vtxern had had a Prigoners' Council yelected and they |
des

L]

ided againet it, ‘rharo ‘was a very strninad ntmoephero. '
hﬁlmever. until Poole was retumed %o us, _ "

! -In the warkahop. after a short vhile, d"l.aaipline.beéd
ssla lax that we strolled about whorc we liked and thare Vag
vla}y 1ittlo work done, Most of my tl.me wag opmt@ @}
siattaxy"a 'T;om. . He was giving hau a dozan of us a sqries

|
oT deotures on science and chemistry. After his lecture,
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we would adjourn $o Jack Plunkett's loom and he discoursed.on
Dante snd Italian literaturé, There were individual talke

on such sudjeats as hand .carving,. poster 1;.1us"brat'i.6na,
gardening, musto', aﬁo.. and 1.gawe & serios of talks on beew
kaeping, - - .

On. the exeroiss ground, Eoin Hacdeill was giving Sean

HasEntea, Gon. Donevan and nyself a series of legturas on
.ﬂ“mt Irish History, Without a taxtbook, or oven a notes
5b79k %0 which to refer, ho gave us s gerios of 9£xtean lectures
1!} the moaf. qomplete detaﬂ.. ooverinc some ten centuriea of
hTMary. One dsgy, our laotnra was rudaly Mtermpted. One

of our commdas, o Who had more ouriosity than tact,

pushed his way in l;efwaen MacNeill and my s0Lf, Bé put his arm
very fumiliarldy . around MaoNeill's shoulder, ‘
3y, n.lao." he_ said, “why dfﬂ.you’ stop, the Risdng?¥
MacN¥eill stopped and zlared at him, Then pu?ting his
hands on the oﬂwr'a chest, he pushed hin awgy with no Aittle
vLol@nea. ' . - ‘ |
. "o away from mol" he erled, tha man wont. off looking _
vory muoh astonished, 1 _ ' .
Principal Officer Stone had come _wi,ﬁia usn fromj nartinan'..tr
and the poor man viab vory much distressed at the lack of
discipline in the new prison. His vanity, howover, was still




197

i

.colouml. One. day ho conductee ha:lf a dozen of us to the
batho for our weekly immersion. Etchin{sham was m the naxt
an: to mine and he waa givmg me an’ aecamt of the death of
poor 0ld Mrg, Webb in Gorw. :

up "Sha wag a hundraa and three® said Etahingham, “nmﬁ : o
saw her dancing a° Jig last ymm.'. 7

As t.nera as a four foot wall betwean ug and aé the
_norao of the lads eplashing m the baths waa oonaiderable, he

had to talk very ;a_ud. Btone intorvened

“Hlow then, Etchinghan, not =0 loud." :

*I'n only telling him,*® yelled Patasy, "about old Hrg,
wabb.- 8ha has just died at the ago of a hundred tmﬁ threo |
and 1 saw her dmaina a jig last year, Row;what dio‘yan think
of that,lir, Gtone?" _l
"Well,"” said Stone, "wome peoplobarry their y'éa.ras wolle
¥hat age would you think 1 mn‘i"r
"1 suppose you'd te.around thirty«five,” said Patsy.
*You wouldn't think I'm fifty,." :

"thy, 4r. Stnne.“, oadd Patgy , sitting up‘ in his bath in
his amazement, "nabody would ever take you to be more than
thirty-five. You're a wonderful fine men,”

"Oh, you ahould have soen me twonty yoars m. I teld
you tha girle uaed to look at no."
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*I'a gure they'ra ddlng thad atin," aatﬂ Patm‘. |

'lmd mm tlwngh I'm ﬁi‘ﬂy, there aro w:ry fow of your
follows wmnd sive me ten yarda in a hundred.

| 'x bet. they muldn't. Do yon know. Iu'.r. Mona. thera
must have bean a great moon the night you were bom '
W do you say mt?'

"Wen. you know, we have an 0ld saying’ in lrel.and

‘no moon. no man' o ‘ ' _

M’teﬂarde. ‘Seumas Doyle said to Patsy!

=x never heard that old aqyma ‘no moon no man‘ "
"Heithar did l.' eaid Patay.

After n- m:la. 1 was transrerred to the clonnxns nqnad

and 1$fe bmmo much more mtarostins. Whara were five of
ug snd uarry noland was our leader. Wo took our ordars from
!Ia(rry and net at an fmm tho wvarder, though m nwer mn

| trouble with tha man generam in char?a of ua. a 11“10
follow numed Gannp. Anonsst other unofifiodnl dutaes. narry
sdppuea us with a:tra bread. we had our own men working
' ‘ln the knehen and’ evary :nornlng. knowtng the time f.ho oleaning
squad wag pmnlua the kitchen winaw. ono of them was waliting
uith a string of a halt a dozen six ounce J.omma. As Harry
passed the window, the lo6ves wore shot forwm and Harry took

than; ané olipped them under his Jjersey. 1t was so quickly



199

)
i

and so neatly done that evon I, who was following Ka.rry v
failed more often than not to seo the operation. Ae
opportunity offored, Harry 4ivided the loaves amongst us and
wo|concealed them under our oxters. One day, because somee
one was ill, Digk Hayes was assigned $o our squad. W¥e had
pasead the kitchen window and wo wore swa'.hblns a .utue yard
~ *hen Harry pushed a loaf into Dick's hand. Dick held tho
10&:‘ 1n hip hand and gazed at it as if 1% wore some strange
inseot, |

b

"that am 1 to do with §t?* he asked dlankly.
Before Harry had timo to maka ‘

warder etrode aoroes, looking vory angry.
"What's up?® he asked,
Barry grimned at hinm,

*Dr. Hayee 4s a now comer,” he said,

b

The warder turned to Diok, '

*Put that thing under your jersey,” he said drily.
One of the things the cleaning squad had to do was to
pmrlotn an Irish newspaper which, by the time $¢ paéaoﬂ
through over one hundred hands, was 4n sm.'edn.‘ We got tho
'neupaper from the wieqt'e room, | Eaoh morning, tl,fhe five
of us went down to clean 'thé .e__n'tranoe hall on whioh oponed

- the offices of the Governor, the Prioat and the oteward,

N




We awupt the hnll aa a prelﬁminnry to norubblng it and I had

| tc ftll tne cnal luuttle 1n the ateuurn'l room. I had aleo
't\ oreata a diveruion 20 ns to enabla ﬂnrmy to get into the
Prlant'a offloo unobaorved. ' Gallop always fell for the ruee.
H had got vazy ohummy with us and he had oven plokcd up a
:rem Zrlsh phrases. such as, "Dun an;( dorae”, “Bist do Bheul.
ete. S | -

One morning 1 éant ag usual into tho eteward's room and
upset my ﬂunket of éoal,witn_a clattor, ~“Ga1xnp came to tho
door, J ' - '

*That's the raoket?":

"1 sgtilad the 00al.®

"What'e wrong with you? You're alwaya epilling somes
thing,” | '_

“Woll, this 1o not the sort of work I'm used to."

\'Galloﬂraturnaa $o the hall and I followed as soon 88 I
had\cleaﬁdd up the moes., I took my brudh and startod awesoping.

“Bfuil gse agat® . (Have you got 1%?) 1 said to Harry,

*Ta," (I hﬂve) he reoplied. |

Gnllap hnd heard me., Ho walked over %o Harry and tried
to rapeat the phrase 1 had used.

‘ E:::; ;ggzhﬁgf?f he satd.},

"T%,“he sald.

Gallop went into tha Priest's room and saw thatﬁnho

t
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newspaper was g,ona.‘ He turned towards us and oaids
*Ta, by Godl" .

. Be 4id not give us away, however, and wo céntinued %o .
got the paper until tho Priest forestalled us by having 48 .
dolivered olsewhers, |
Harry had the £irst look at tho paper ag, of oourse, he

3

L)

1

‘wap entitled to. One day, av we were all returning to our

oglle for dinner, ho astonished us by yelling frem his doore
way: ‘ ‘
Russia 18 out of tho war, boys. That's one lag off
o' the pot.” | , ‘

. The place rang yith éheers and orieo of “up the Rebelsi®
L had another demonstration when Joe HcGuinness, one of
our fellow prisonors, was elected ¥.'. for Longford,  That
night we celedbrated the vsqtors: with a conoert teo vaioch neé.:l.vl
everyone sontributed. The eingers, standing on stools in
their cells, sang out through the windowe, Somo of the
effortd wera deplorable but we had o fow good votoes, dncluding
those of Oorard Crofts, Soumas Highes and the brothers Tommy
and Charlie Bevan who had been with the Carl Rosa Opera
Gompany., GCrofts had tho cell immediately beneath mine and
every night ho would give us a fow songes from his vast

. Fepertoire, IHise voice vas never very powerful but he was a
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rYeoal artist am; he could maie ‘any and every old éo':m gound
b\aa'utim. |

Porgus 0 ‘Connor wisg ‘a prisoner who wao élyayu‘ planning
some trick or another, . If when you pulled dowmn the lever on
your loom all the intricate tnreads enapped, or if you
found the mouth of the bag .you were maﬂm oewed up, i% was
ten 40 one that 0'Connor was $he cause of 3%, One day 1

saw him going about from place to place in the workehop with

& ball of jute, There were & dogen huge, upﬂahﬁ:‘moden i
fremes for making Jute mats iu‘nod along the workshop floor,
Pargus put the ball through the tops of one frama affer
another ﬂil. the whole lot were linked by the cord. | T;:qn,
he|tied tho string to the end of a long heavy form, 1 was
surpriped that ilawke, the very officious officer who was on
dut. did not spot him and I wondered vhat tho outoome would
bu\ At last, jlawke spoke to Fergus aeking aim shy he was
not making his mat, : |

"1 had to get eome jute,” said Fergus and, at the same
time, ne jerked tho cord behind his back, ' Down went the

'heaiy form with a clatter and down with it went all the big

) frames from oﬁe end or‘ the roam -bo the other., The noiee

wag terrific, Vhen it subsided, Forgus said to Hawkei

-]

"Now look at -what you're aﬁer dotna."‘.
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CHA?TEH XIII

" In april 1917, the ©.8. entersd the war pledgad
to the principle. o ovaermnment by consent of the ,
governed for all nations great and small, The Britiaoh

endorsed .this principle in worda, Their treatment of
Ireland wag becoming. embarraseing in view of these
#Words. . ) . Lo . < :

Food is an eleméntal,thing-ahd; I sﬁppoaé;'ifa mogt

' frequent symbol iébbread. It was a tin& loaf of bread which

had precipitated a crisis in Dartmoor and again in Lewes a

-simi&ar loaf was the beginning of a lot of trouble, Harry
" 'Bolamd and Dick King one-day paesed through the prieon kitchen

" 4n oharge of the warder Hawke, whom none of usg liked because

he was always looking for trouble. There had been two six-

ounca loaves on-the kitchen-table before thqy entered. They

-were one when'theyrieft. | Théy were misesed almost at once

and the warder in charge rushed up and told Hawke, who ran
immediately to King's cell. He found King eating one of the
loaves. Harry and Dick were had up before the Governdr and

scntenced to Qhreé days in aolitary.-. As they were learving
the Governor's office, tiarry. turned and said to the
Governor: - 7 :

®1f any ten of your men can put me into a Bolitary'eell,

-

203
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I lm wuung to 80 thera. :

\ e hurried t0 tho end of the main han. :mé u‘&ood with hie
‘bagk to an lron-haxrad gate. - o '

T “How,“ he aam to tne Gevarnor anei the wardar Who had -
fon.owed him. "mmé for your ten best mm. '

‘rhare waa a hasty conferanae anﬂ it was denideﬂ that

. _ﬁam and nick uhould go to thoir om oeua. when I was
‘: pnnszng Harny" aall, 1 shouted encouragamant to hinme o
| _ "Go awa&," he sam. "don'h mtermpt my thougma. Ive
’at tod the contemplaﬂva ilt’o.
, | Thic was mnmr coming from Hmry than uhon t.h.am were few
mo e aotive or vigorous. He went on hunger strikes The
chapléln, on o vieit to liim, absentmindedly offercd him a
chocolate. : ' 7 | _ ‘ | '
"Get thee bohind ue,Satan,”® said Harry, with a grén which
' l nwnys infectious, The ohmia&n zrtmleé al80,

¥hen larry and Dick rejoihod us, wo decided to worry the
warder Aawke t$l1 he diéﬁ or resigned. Ve got our chance &
few daye iater when Havke ma on duty and it came to the turn
of Harry and myaelf %0 bring round the broakfast whioh
normally consioted of a J.o'af..a pint of cocoa and a p;l.nt of
porridge, However, beoause Wo wWoro on half-bread rations,

ow to the ehortage omused by the war, we were givan a
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| kippared harring three timeﬂ a week.

There wore th:lrty-fonr men in our oo:u. blook and an equal
n ber of loaves came up grom the kitohen in a woodon tray .

" Hawke ‘walked in front and Harry ‘followed, pusning the trey

along tho hanﬂran. Tho warder opencd a coll donr » took a

" ‘ldaf from tho tray and handed it %o the prisoner and passed
ron to the nm oeXl, As he ‘dia eo. nu'ry took o 1loaf in his

1t;bt hand and Jerked it bahtnd his back into the cell past
nead of the aatonxshed prieoner, The mavamant was a9

| qu.?ck a9 & ﬂ.ash. 1% haﬂ to be, beoause tmeﬁtataly fouow-

7 Ang Ham came another waraor and myself, 1 was tottng a
bia bucket of cocon from which my warder measured out a pint

B ror\ each prisoner, Harry repcated the operation boyu't;l .'

timees When he got to the home stretoh, Hawks looked at tho

‘
. l\,.":\

| "\ﬂv. he satd.'thera are only threec 1oaveo. T

“‘l'haf. ‘e rum, said ﬁarr,v. ®and there ara tm. four, atx,

‘ ei;'tv calls to do.% Ie lookaﬂ at Hawko with h:la amseat
am

o, "It dossn't ueem possible," , .
"Thero weré thirty-four loaves brougnt up,” saiq, Havke,
"1 cpunted them,”. I L P

"Something wrong with your arithmotic,” said Harry,
Hawke had to send down for five additional loaves, This
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mdant scrious trouble for him,
' %hon 4t camo to verving out the kippers, Harry ook the
tray. - Hawke want in front, as before, aud opened the osld

"door. Then he lifted the kipper on a spoon and trancferred
“i to the plate the p?zaon&r ’E&a-lmmin'g.-_ B"qfox"a l.the '
‘prisonor had time to olose his door, Horry had taken a kipper
‘uy| the tadl, siung it round his basck and $nto tho celd as
bar‘ore._ Ho had to be more careful this time, ae ilawke was
watching him closcly, 8e§orthalaaa. he managed to gat rid
01; four of the m " To "lfsax_ Hawke was ﬂa'l_)barga,ate;! when
he reached the finol celle, io to put it mildly. He gazed
at|the tray, gaoping like @& fish himsolf,

"What's wrong?® aeked Harry innoeently.

“There are only five kippere.'_".
l“‘t"‘fell?“ .
~ "We have to do nine cells more.*

Barry 1ool£_ed up and eounteﬁ the aelle,

"Bagob that's right," ho said, “that'e funny.*
. *But 1 counted thirtyefour,® aaid Hawke,

"Jonsenae,” said Harry, "Wherc are thay?* |

0f qourse, Hawke had to send down for mora mt? which
was | anothen blaock mark for ﬁtm. | |

The climax came when we were serving the purridge.
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Harry had gona bagk to his cell and i wae lugeing the ducked

of yorridge around. " Tho warder served this by piunging a
longe«handled acéap-lnté'the ﬁorrtd&ezaﬁdimaaauring out a pint
in 6 edoh'prtsonéé!e»mgk;'- ¥hen we bame_to ilarry 's cell the
latter, instend of presechting a mug, had one of tho pint
dinner tins, Mawke ladled out his porridge and the tin was
only three parts full, | ‘ |
"Excuse ﬁe;“”éaid Harry, "this tin holds a pint,°®

"That do you mean?® '

“It'a only threo-quartors full and 1'm unt:tlad to a
pint,.* ' ‘
"7ell," said Hawke, "1 was never very pnrtzquzdr before,
but 1'm going to be now," . |

"There's no noed to grndﬁe about 1t,* eagé Harry .
"Fhat's right,” I sald, "every man is entitled to a

pint ‘of porridge.® ‘

“You keep out of this," aaid llawke to ma, -

*Come on," oaid Harny, "be a gport,*”

"I*1l show you,* caiqd Bawke ,and the fool of & man 1natald
of filling up the tin nad leaving the matter 80, took tha tsn
fro$ Harry gnd cmptied it into the bucket with the ldea of

menwurxng the exaat f£ill of the sosop. OFf coursae, by this
time, the tin wns slippory and it esaapad ffom.nalke'i
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fingers ‘and fell into he buokes,

*Now,* aald 'uiavik"sf.. glaring ab Harry, “look what you've

“You.mean uhaﬁ youﬁve donn. saldAﬁarny¢

Hawke began to %ﬁﬁgﬁraa ne’ riahed the tin out of the
bugket of porridae. By the time he got 1% out, he had gome
porrlage on his eleﬂve. on the breaut of his tunic and on
his chin, The warcara alvay s trieﬁ to keep thoir uniformo

apiek and span and. of aeurae. the poor man was, by this time,

" in|a terribie rage, - Hig - i%nguaga was unprintahle.

@Eav. now," said Har:y, reprovinaxyn 'thaﬁ*s not nice
'ﬁallk.

"And all for nothing,” I said, “i‘tc'ndﬁer:hefcre
neard 1t disputed that overy man is entitled to & pint of

. porridpe,.”

- "1If you say nnothbr word " s&%a Hawko to me, ahﬂ
eto%ped. ( | -
_ ‘ "But I'%m only saying,“ b 4 aaid. “thsﬁ e7ery mon ie
entitled to a pint of porridse. '

_“Shut up,” eaid Howke, .

“As a matter of faot,"® I said to narny, oy tnank it is
on your seil oard 1n bhare.

Harry went baok into the cell and took down the card.
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*Here it 15." he oaid, “"lLook, read it for yourself, ir.
Hawks, Breakfast one pint of porridge, and that chows Nr,
Brennan is right, Evm man is entitled to a pint of
péLruge." | | |

Harry nnaily got his pint of porridge and we méved on
to| the next cell when Hawke had done hie bhost to remove the
stains from his tunioc, The next coll was oocupied by ¥Willie
carrigan. '

"Isn't that right ,Willle,® I said,

*¥hat?" |

"Every man is entitled to a pint of porridge.*

| "Gh, sure,® said ¥Willie at once, "gvory man is ontitled
to L pint of porridge,® | . .

*1f you don't stop that at once,” said Hawke to me, °*I'1)
put| you back in your cell right now and report you to the
Governox." ' |

%A1l right,.* I said, "you'll be quite within your righte,
but|I'm cure that the Governor wlil hold that every uian is
entitled to & pint of porridge," '

‘ Ve acontinued round tha calh-and if 1 repcated the phrase
once I muot havo eaid 1t fifty times, Finally, Kawkie aould

- stand it no longer. in a loud voice he commanded mé %0 .

"shut up."
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atane hod ocome lnto the hm do'netntrh : ﬁtbltennr

" ve lna came ﬂoattns up.

' "mt ‘s the mauer. Hr, Hawke?®
"Itte nothxns, !l:r. stoue." 1 said, "only a mimnderstnnaa

ing. nr. Hawke doem't uuem tn reauoe that every man is
enltlued %o a pint or pcn‘“goo ‘

| | "w. of courne.' oatd Stone, "eury man 19 entlued to
a plnt of yorridse.

- | Haﬂke appuad ror a tmster ttmt nlght and we never saw

| hin any moro. Yaara 1atar. -hen 1 was nnder-Saomtnry for
Fr reign Af!‘aaru and Harry m the xrlnh Enwy to the Unitod

| s atea. he used to send me long ofﬂclal reporto. At the
4 or avery one of thm. in his owmn hand«wittnc. weu the

rdo, “Svory man 4s entitled %0 a pint of porrl.dsp-

- |
1% 49 ourious to recall .now how oasily and natumuy
dL Valera stoppad into the leadership. . Apart fromho faot

that no was the ranking surviver of the Dublin officers, he

became the leader of the prisoners in Dartmoor from the day

he gave the salute to Hackeill., :In Lowas he bocame the

leader of us all,without any consultation, dodbate or eloction ~
here was on election later, but long befors that he had
become "the chief®, Whenevor any proposal was made oF .din-



emsed, the firet quust:lon evaryone asked was § “\mat doas

Dev thlnk of $89% Evcm at. that early stage, 'bhare was the
contradiotion that though we found him tantausznsl.y cONAerva=
tive, we were nll looking to hin for a lead, We ﬂ.nauy got‘
it from him, :

The offiolals in Lewes found that the more conoeusions

we obtained, tho more ;.;bértieo wo took. In the workshop
partioularly,aftor.a little while, no one paid the slightest
aﬁ ontion io an-oraor rrom the officials, Yor instance,

Tom Doyle, one of the Bnnisodrw prisonors, was making juto
dour mats on a frama, ﬂe.disoovarod that some balls of jute
were a.ohade dar'kerAthan othors and 'by akilfully. util.um
'tha two ghades, ho produced a mat which hod a neaﬂg dosigned
harp in the centre, ' The differenco fa ehadan.hwonr, was
80 Ideuoato that the dontsn could be saen enly from oertain
mllas. Tom was very proud of nie artistry and he lingered
over the last reaining rows of hie mat,  We waré all wonder=
ing 4¢ any of the warders would notice tho deeign. One day,
Stone oame along and saw it, He was aghast. He asked Tom
whalt vao ﬁhe meaning of 1%,

“The meaning of what?" asked Tom.

“That design,®

"Whore?"
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stono brought. hs.m to a polnt. from nhm -the een:cn ‘was

plainily vieible.

*Inat's curious,” eald Tom, “It must be in the blood.
My| grent grandfather was a famous harpor.® " -

' The Governor was brought on the scone and the mat was

sent to the éurnp heap. Tom started another one and thie
produced a shamrook and at tho eam,a.thne- 1t was found that a3
the mats the other fellows wero making all had various emblems,
such as r'onnd towers and wolf dosi. gome of them vory bads

' . The lads blamed the whole thing on the prison officials who

r | 1ed 0 Eu_ppiy jute of a uniform shade., Tha mat making was
lto‘l-pped__. - |

| Some of tho follown started mm mﬁstgehas; The
prison officials obj eo‘bed. to no effeot, Before tha nmtt'w
cane before tho Gommar. nev heard about 4t and hc arderad
the moustachos to bo removed, He said if there wae going to
beia row it would be asbout wﬁoﬁhmg worth while,
‘Whon the election of a3 Counocil waé held, Dev'e helootion '
as|chief was almost unanimous, Only Tom Ashe and a fow

others opposed him, He did not at an reosant tho 6ppounion
bu‘? when the election was over he étd very ‘atronsl.y obdlaot to
the efforts of tho minority to nullify the decisfons. of the

Counoil, HSs attitude then, as later, was that of a cometie

1

]
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tutfonal autoorat: Ha would allow the greatcst latitudo in
discussion ond; Generally, he managed to talk us all into his

way of _th_inking by his clear, commonsenss arguments; When; .
however,; hc was uxél& to fail in thtu" he 444 not hesitate
to thxﬁdw his own ﬁe_rso'naliﬁv' and worth intothe balanoe against

all opp'oait:lon'a In ther words ‘g "you' can talk about this
ag nmch as you uke. the more the better and from avery posaible
anglo. In tho .'Laet. nnalyuu, if you don't agree with me ¢

then 1 qui‘b. You mmt get someono elne to do 1t:"  And they
. never could afrord to let ntm quu. Hany years l.ate'r 1 was
{preaant on an ocoaston -han there wore two thousand aalasateu
from all over Ireland gathered at & conventann in tho Mansion
HWTN Dev was in a hopelees minority on the quention ad
issue; That qnoat:lon was tho sntroduetion of special :Loa:le-
‘ 1atTon o 3rant 8 pension to Genatal,O‘anfy who had Ibeen’

. relioved of hio position as Polioce Commiosioner VWith the
| tion of the half<doseén 'pe;ml.e on the platform, overyone .
of tho two thousand 'people p:fesonf. was against the propoeal
and |the opeeoneu in oppositlon wero grected with general
‘nppz[auae. ' Dev m. or smed to be very angry whon he rose
- to speaks e said that in tha ordnary eouxae, O'Duffy as o

Civid Servn_nt. would have been Ceif¥itled to a pension, Because,

Lan” T
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‘ 'ﬁoma;"eermin-iaaisn§m adyot boen enaaded, he was not
o entitlod ot tho moment, Wore thay 0 be mean enough to
take advmtage of a flaw in the’ ‘Law banauau they dtd not uke{
the man in question, There m somo appl&une at th!.a but 4¢
wag vory halfehearteds - Thon Dev threw down ithe trump card
i have seen him use uo..'oftenl.-- Ho suid, in effeot i "you are
perfectly frae to have your way 4in this matter but you will
have it wuhout mes You can aot épmeana eles to take my
place,* And, bocausd thoy klmvtl'xey coudd not let him go,
knew that he was .a head snd ﬁhouldaru over overyonc clsae,
thiy. hod to let himhave his way. *
Mattors in the pricon reached such a stage that the _
suthorities decided to oail a halt, We were iined 'np in the
cmtrax Hall and a man fm the Home 0ffioe read a dooument
meh was to the effeot that we would etill bo allowed the
privilege of talking during -exeroisa but that otherwise we
should. conform to the prison rule of atriet silence; and all

or«!lers of the officers were to be obeyed without question,
ﬁm the visitor finiehed récdinz tho dooument, Dev started to .
roply. He meant 't.o vo'ice a demand on behalf of au of us
tlulst we should be troated as prisonars of war but, defore he
had said thres words, thewn‘:l{tor sharply intorrupted and said
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‘ﬁo on‘e; was entitled to epoak oxi_hehalr of tho prisoners andé

‘that if any of us had any represeutations t0 make, we should
‘ dividunny‘ ask for an sudience with the Govéarnor. Ve wera
then marohed to our oells, |

| That evening, I got a noto in Dev's @,\:‘mﬂt hand«
‘writing to the offoct that the time had arrived to make a -
formal demand that we bo treated as prisoners of m. or
political prisoners, and that ho intended to prcsen‘f; this to

' Governor at our next parade, If the demand: wag denied,
we|should refuse to work as convicds or to assossate with
oox‘xjv:loti. We had been expeoting somo such move %g;th!.l. a8
we| had proviously learncd ho :}aﬁ‘:eon‘ in touoh with/people at
tho and they had agreed to the propoén; - Hext merhing, wo
wore all agog a9 we wero 'ma'rohed out to tho exercise éraunﬂ.‘
Vhen wé wers ltnqd up for searching, word passed along the
line that we ware not to march off till Dev had given the
‘mlrd. ‘The Governor ovidontly oxpected somo trouble for he
made one of hia rare appearances on the exersise ground, He
looked rather pathetic in his 1light gray suit, his white hair
and his still young face with tho pallor of death as always.
The ssarch over, the ranks closed,  8Stono gave ua the order
to| march off., Ve otood 9t4ll and I sav Jtone's faco tense
and waite., Dev ut_appa& forward and handed the Covernor a
pager. | ) '
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Y | om demand!ns." he saa, }'mt v n-m; Voluntesrs |
'aﬁouad ba treaxaa as prinouera Qf war. _
- The Governor took the paper and did not repxy. Pev went
ong ) , -
N “We rofuaa any 1onaer to aocept tha statns of oonvtetn.

' The deernar still anid nothtns anﬂ Dev'atoppad hack into
"thé rnnku. ﬂtoue and tho cheranr axehnnged a few words in &
i‘ th per. The hnndred and twanty odd prisoners stood in

abnolnta atlenne. Btona turneﬁ to tho waraarm.
"A1l right.“ he uaid, 'take these men back to their cells."
‘80 baok to our oells we warched and vo were not 1at out
aga e On Baturday. however. wa were asked to givoe an undere -
tak | that if we wero allowad to go %o nnsu on sunﬂqy wo
,wbuld not avail of the opportunity to iy to escape or to maka
| a demonstration. ln aogordanco with our new polsoy. we
:ratunea to giva thls undertakins, thuugh the logs of Hass was
| 8 very aarloue ma&ter for the men, most of whom received the
Eno|ameut uVery Bunday. Thlu tnaident wag aubsaqnentxy dine
. Ied out of ull ohape and was quoted uy the Home 0ffico as
v idanoe of our ungoﬂlinene. ¥hen I got tn Parkhurst Jail, &
wue# or so later, the Chaplain there gave a fantnstia aggount
of the affalr and aeacribed de ?alera as an athai-t and an

antaqchriet. Ao a mattor of fnnt. on that Sunday mngn;na when
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we|wore supposed to be so ungodly, we sll answered the Rovary

g4iven out by a man in each ool) blook,

On nondw,,' we got word from Dev that he had given tho -
prieon humorttiea three days to meet our demands, : A% the
oud of that time, if we wore still locked in, wo were to start
breaking up the prison, beginning with the windows the firet
night, the spyholecs in the doors tho second night, the lamp
soreens the third night, and s0o on. On the night the
ultimatum expired, I gave tho signal for our blook by singing
*god Save Ireland®, vwhich was enthusiaotioally chorused by
all the lads in the wing, aftér whioh we proceeded %o break
the windows, amidet o great deal of noise and choering: The
people of the town, hearing the commotion, asscmbled around
the jail, On the sceond and third nights, wo carried on as
instructed, and thon wo were left to our own devicaes as to
vhat to break next, We started taking the brick walls apart .
as Job for the first brick but easy after that « and
before 1 lefd, three of the cells in our bloek had bean made
into one by the removal of the walle,

Jimmy Brennan, who had beon .aotlng as the priestts .
ordLﬂ.y. had beon ordered to oarry on with his usual duties of
serving Hass and looking after the church, = One moraing, he
returned with the nows that Dev, Tom Achoe and Bamon Duggan had

i
|
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been rmed fron the priuon. On the ronowlng mmlng. weo

heard Iinrry Boland 'u volae tn the hnn.

*Itn off boya," he oriad. :

He stopped at my oell door,

"Kecp the flag t:l.ying." he youad in at mee . |

"I'VB no flng,” 1 eald.

"Keop tt flytng vhather you have or not . he shoubted,

and we all gave him a gmat cheor. He ;efuned togoona

chain and they handouffed him after a terrific fight. He
‘wap Ihiﬂ.éd off %o Haidstone prison in Kent in an open ocar.

He
it

-rém!:,

had previously wrutea & note to hie mther and he tosseed
from the aar.

"¥nat's that?' asked ﬂtono who wae sttttng boeme uim.
"Your death warrant,” said Harry.

The note wag pioked up by a woman ml.kms tha road. She

"If 4t 45 a mother who finds this note. will
sho send it to my mother, Mrs. Boland at 15 Mar&uo
Crovoent, Clontarf, Dublin, to tell her that ha
gon Harry 4o boing taken from Lowes jail to Gaﬁ
knowa vhero,"

The 'oman sant the note to mra. Bolnnd and said she

helu! a aon ﬂghf.!.ng at the front and she hml Wat!w for
nnother mother whiee oon was in poril. The note was printed
on a handbill in Dublin and ciroulated throughout Iroland.
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Barry vas only ha:l.f an hour gono xwhen my cell doer opened
and m mdara advmcad uautsously mto the cell nolding a
wooden barrtoaae m front of tham. Behind them game two
othors with haﬁene aloft, - The two ladter suddenly pounced,
one from ennh aide. and grabbed me, "l‘ha’othe;'a' dropped the

-ahutter and oaught nw d0gB. G Ve all went down in a hedp.
"Let me up,” I said, "and I'11 walk,* |
Thoy 1et mo up and I walked, 3 yelled ancouragéht to

tho othaers as 1 wag mwarohed out, 1 got a sl.:lmpaa cf Eoin ‘
HacFeill as I passed hio cell, ‘Tha dlsniﬂed hieterian and
‘Univereity proi'aaanr was aitting up on the window ain w.tth
higl feot out through the wxndow. He had put hie bare raet
out| through the bars. and then put hie baote on @0 that ho |
could not be dyagged frem the cell, ‘

Down in tho office, five of us were pﬁt on a cﬁﬁtn and

takon in a bus to the railway station. Vhile we wé;'é aitting
in the rnﬂm walting-roam‘ I '8a¥ & man: on an oppo.ai,-te' aent
whom 1'took to be H:lehaa:l Btamas, but ag ho took ne notice
of na, 1 allowea 1 vas mistaken, It was Staines; as we
learned shortlys He had been sent from Dublin te watch
developments, ' “As soon ag the train started, Tomzy Bevan who,

$th hie dbrother Charlie, was on the chain, produced,from some

myeterious hiding place in his olothing, a tuning fork, He
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.qt;unk th:u on tha chain and oarrnlledt -
| "Dnh. mx. anh. doh. uhat'a 1% to he' baye?"
We atarted e chnrua and vhen 1t was caneludad one of
ﬁha mdern. an oM man named Dyan m wns m charsa. eaid
4% was very good. |
| "!rou oan eing a9 muoh us you nko 1n the tra&n" he
mdad. _“but vhon wo come %o a stauon you'u hnve to keap
quiet,”
Ho was o very decent, kl.ndly. 0ld man m had cloarly
eelleotod the wrong profeauon. The othor méer ma & big
ha thy. huﬂy fellow. One daar vihen he m,a baen nm'a than
nsuany ofﬁclous. uarry had to:l.d hlm quito truly that he
ehould have bean at. the front. He did not 1ike ue, 1 tom
ir, Dyan thaﬁ he wne a very decent men and we did not mt to

aet him 1nto trouble dbut we woroe gotng 1 1) stns at wary
atation we come to. '

"Don't," he appealed. '1'11 have %o report you ie you
do " ' .
| ®sure ybu'l.:: hfe %0 x;epor'h m._;' 1 aatd; “-1! ,;ro'u don't
Jo_ it, we'll r'epoit durselves, ' ¥e don‘t now whare ve're

being tnken o but we're going to lat everyone knou who weo h
are,” '

The poor o0ld man was Sorribly distressed dut h.io appeals
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. were in vain, The t{rain puued up at a atation and we
alighted, 1t ;aa a hiage plane with & vn.ultod roof. One of
the faum 8aW & namG. |

'lt's Brtahton." he said.

Dynn aaia we waum have to go around to nnother’ rlatforn.
"ALl r:ghf.,‘f I said, "give ug the note Tommy.*

We had ogrecd on "God Save Ireland” as he only Irish
national cang the English would recognise. Pommy @ave us

the note and we dburet into song as wo marched up the plasform.
ro were only mr us but ve sounded 1iko m“eu
in tho great ‘vau:.t'a;a chamber, People oamo running from all
Ia'oi and before we got round to our proper piatform, the
wardere had to roroe a paseage for us through the orowd, Ve
got into the trntn. Then I oaw Staines again, An mzniteﬂ
1ittle mar with a'Cookney accent was asking him questions
about us, _‘ The nsua man forced his way to the carriage door
and ‘asked Af wo wm Irdsh prisoners.
| . "sure 'wé are," I said, “wa'ro here because ve were
rlghung for tne freedom of a small nation, as you're auppoaed
tbaaom.-‘_ S :
"#18'¢. @ bleedin’ siyme,” “he said, *I'll got you eoue
mswpers. : ; .
aavoral peoplea;a.d orowaed close to 'l:he oarz’iaga and
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Paul Gan.igan nllppaé a note $o Stalnes. Ofie of the warders
pu.ued dovm th.e ‘blinde but muugh m 814t 1 eaw tho man

u tha cookney mcant coming baek with the nowspapers, 3

thrust my rrea hanﬂ out and took the papers. - ' The hnr:.y
depr enatohed aﬁ thm tmt ) § mmeﬁ to got tham bahmd wy
back, Ve haa a srand struggle during vhioh the biind flew -
- ﬁxo opeo%atore orowea round. orying out w‘naﬁ 8 shane‘
'Stl ms to beat a mmloﬂ pruoner 1ike that, The train
started off Juet as ‘the mderr retrtwed the umnapm and
raoeived a ohom a boohs from the crwﬂ.

f\

Ponr om nyan mppee his brow,

[~ ®34%5 naré lines on you, ar, Dyan,” 1 aatd. "uw. you
'gee, you'll have to report us,®

A

"It'o awm, ha oaid.

":Don't worry, X ‘replied, "thqv are gotng to wau.op ue
in the new plaoo, anyvay ,. beoausa we broke up Lewaa Jaﬂ.u

What s comins to0 us from yonr reporﬂ won't mako it any woreec.”
wowaras,-gvmlng, wg_m:lvae at a sity, Ve alighted

and wore hurried a.'l_.hng a platform to'a gteamexf-‘. lounging

about were many men in uniform who jeered at ue. . ¥o boarded

the oteaner rmd Dyan hurried us below decks, - We passod a

voman, leading a ohim. Bhe was proﬁmmt aﬁﬁ. tw; woe

uppecred, a look of horror came into hor fase. B8he drav

B
|
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hdr ohild back as if ahe rearaa eonmmauon. 6 her we

were erdn:lnals. enuntea of eeciety. outaaeta. ' fhe ‘steamer

' mlls & small boat. -y tender plytng between the masnland and

the Ia:l.e of Mgh‘b. ‘We naﬁ on a bench by ‘the wall' tn the har-
ém umch wag cromed wlth men in unu'om. the blne of tha -

’Iﬂora. the khakt of the uu!oﬂ. '

‘ *¥hat'e it to bo?" ankad ‘rommy Bevan. produetng hie

tuning fork.

SLet tham have 1&." said his. brother Chariie, "The |

Wsst'a Awake®, '

So we gave them "The West ‘g Awaka®,

"Sing on hnrrah. let Bngland quaks,
Vo'l watch till death for Erzn's aakaa

L

From tha ume ‘we started to sing, the others had fallen

"eilents Thay gldred e.t us malaevolantlys: As we finished

ﬁ?e ehorus. a Brttinh non-commissioned officer came rorward
velligerently. h | . -
*1'a 1ike to.kiok your heads off," he said, “I'a like to

talke yon on right now, you dirty gswinel® -

*I'm on a chﬂn.' 1 said, "1 1 wa.sn't. you vouldn‘t
say thst to me.®

.\ redhuded aoldier stepped in fronmt ‘of the ofricu. He
spoke in a rioh Dublin -accanty; S

4 . ) N »




"I'm not on a chain,® he aam. "why not take me on?"
Tho :a.c.o. turned %o say aomethlng to him. "aone on,*
orded the reu.heaa,' *take me on,® .
At tha same time he swung and etruck ub vlo‘leﬁuy that
the §.0.0, was J.aﬂ‘-ed olean off the grounﬂ barore he fell
xn a mament tharo vas pandmauim.s ,
ey Dyen hurried ue £rom that part of tho ship.
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QHAPTER XIV

Tom clarke one of the 1eadere of the Risi
who was executed . had previous endured fifteen.
oflEn lish convioct life.

-or drive you 1nsane.

The Isle of Wight was flooded with late evening mallow

aunnhine. " We drove through a countryside of green nedgea,~
pleasant and peaceful, snug and prosperous. .There was no
eign of war, nor of any trouble at all until wo came to the

| gates of Parkhurgst Prison. | We marched @nrough”an éxercise

" ground of vaét_extent, black and white, biack aspnalt, white
waihed walls, . R

The doctor was a Dublin man who thought the tuning fork
.wae a great. joke but that our prison conduct wag a ghaetly
mistake. As he plied his stethoscope, he said to me:

' "fou'd better take it.easy here. 1It's not a bad place.
1f you go against.the- rules, they'll break you up .

Outside in the hall while I waited for the doctor to.
finlish with the others, I sat beside a griszzled, eldgrly lag.
Hie talked through the side of ugly, tnick lipe, ke learned

LY

I was one of the *"Sin Fin" and asked why we had brokun up
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Lowen jail.

| “Wo daidn't 1ike it,” I sald,

"You'd better 1like this place,” he said, "it's casy here,
but thay'll k41) you if you kiok up. Chunm of mine got rough
after six woekp of it théy togk him off ¢to Broadmoor -
(Jail for insane oriminals), This 19 the camiosd place of
them alle I know, I was in Portland and Dartmoor.®

*¥hat's your sentence?" I asked,
"Life,* Thore was a siaggor in hio voiue'. #1t was
over my girds I didn't mean to do her in,"

3 learned later that it was a very brutal killing, He
would have been hanged dut that there was a doubt about
provocations He sald they were thinking of letting nim out
%0 join the army. He lnow the eo and s0 army he was going
to|join, | ' |
*But 1 imagine you{reover age,” I said,

“What 490 you think I am?"
"doll, Blﬁr aixty." | ,
"I not for‘hy,'-' he ﬁaid. %1 was twenty-four when 1

o'me in,"
" | Aw conmpared with lowes, the calls in this jail were poor,
gﬂw and &udlghted_. .\fle wora again in a wing long disused,

By ¢limbing on my stool to the window, I found my ayes on &




R

- Xavel with tha ground whore twenty or mere prisoners were
marching around in a rlns. There were some strange spod .'mm
amenget them, ona. who bore ankle lrona. carried the spare
of| the chain on l;iu arme Anothor, a very tall personage 'nho
thought ho looked distinguished, wore o monoole. Yot
snother was skilfully juzgling a number of stones which he had
picl::'aé ups Ho had av many as six in tho air at one time.
warders were bored, They paid little or no attention to
the laga. My door opened and I climbed dowm off my stool,
The visitor was an aged, weather«bhoaten chaplain. He told
me he was FPather Conway,
fou'r?o an Orangamsm; aron't you?" he said. I replied
ﬂmk 1 was not, Ho wans aurpx;lued not by the reply, but by
the mildnees of it, He thought I should have hit the ceiling
at the suggestion. I told mo his father had beea born in
Ireland but he had nover boen there himselfs The Irdsh,
he said, were a great people in their loyalty to the faith
| and in tho honour in which thoy held the olergy: He had
heard wo had had trouble in Lewes but, no doubt; that was
because wo wére ‘treated bedly., Vo need hagve no fgax in
Parkhuret becauso ‘wa would ‘'find things fairly easy. - I thanked
him and he lefs, >
A varder openod the door and beokoned to mo with a jark
of his head,
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*Hair nut," he said,
Who'a cuttlng wa- X aeked. _ N
| | *Wot?“ nu eye-brm mt up m uurprhe. , |
) gaid who'a cutting oy haire®
| W.' ho said, fwa'vo a apeoial harbur :;11 the way

.f:'om Loudon. oome cpechny ror you."

"Whaf. I mean,” I sald, *ig that 1 wiu a:.low only one of
ny own’ eomradeo to cut ny hair and vo must have a muchtne of

our own not med hw the conﬂoto. , ,
"Weu. 1 Mdke that,” he aatﬂ. “oenmo alonz.
’ "nom. 2 can't,” I sasd.
"fou know 3t meane a rgport'.“
ﬁ'”‘usura.'-'x repiied.,
" He olo-ed the door, 1 had not told hm that one or our

fem.on had contractod a lonthsomo dlaeaaa :ln Dartmoor from
ono of these olipping mmhinee. .
That was satm'dsy. on sundaw morning wa wont to Yasg.

El'hera wero on:ar twe].va of un. 1 found, in the prtaon. Bomce

onea vmis:perea that the others vqre ueattered in various

prisons thrbugho‘ut the country. All twelve of ua were ueateﬁ
togéf-her in the front pewa ’ ' Yhen we marched out of the
oh, we cmerged on the vast exorgiso ground., There were

abolﬂ fiftoen hundreﬂ prisoners lined up on parade and, for



the _;‘iﬂt ttmé . wo had a Vview of the funny aailor-1ike
: uniforme worn by the m‘a'ventivc; ﬁetentloxi pr!sbners; |
- George Plunkett. who wag benm me, whiapered:
: 'We're not oxerointns with them.
"1 know,® I eaid, and aoked 12 h.a woum aive ugs the
order to fall out.
“No," he said, "you're firet in tho limo. You give.

16w

| We wore marohoa aoroae the square and inte line with a
sogtion of the conv:lcts. It wae & benutim. suny morning
and the Govamor, weurins a new. gally rl‘bboned atraw hat,
was atanding out ln front. AS we omne._‘to a hals, I said %o
%lml wardor 1n ohnrge of uet

"I want to upeak ¢o the Governor,”

The nrdar saiad; .FNo, no, You can't do that, -~ You put

your namo down,"

3 ghouted at tho Governor} "Mr. Governor,® 1 said, "I

want to speak to you,*®

| As Af moved by a mnchtne. the hoads of all the aconviots

*!m::nud in our direction, The Oovernor S‘rovmed and glared

at mr. ’ ._ '
®All right, off_icer,; he sald, '“carry on,*

“BExtend on the lof¢,” said tho officer, “unbutton.®




+1 stepped forward ond turned %6 fage 6ur men, Thay
were standing }atooksun‘and they seemed to be far more at
htaireaaethanlfelt. TR '
© "Irish Volmtaeinl“ ;¢ oﬂeﬂ. “4wo paces to the rear!}

unrohl" el

I‘w fold back ‘and 1 reaalnod my plaae. " The Governor
'was mtns nis arma, o
e, "ofLicerad” ha oriaﬂ, *girround thooe meni®

Tho othér convicts were moving ‘reétlessly and chatters
ings The wardero came running with batone swinging.

®ALi right,” 1.oried to the Govermor, *I'll march them
off " ' ; - T |

g tha separate oons.“ cried the Governdre

1 snve the boyse the -order to ‘marah and,; led by & warder,
we passed the long z.mea of astonished lass._. Some looked
£rightened, some delighted, and ‘all torribly mn'aai.

1y esaparate cell wag almost ‘completoly dark. The only
11@111" came .from a nquara of thiok pavement slata. hlsh up
in the rear wall, Thare m ne rurniture and nothing movge '-
ables A raised poruon of tha floor was the bed and a
‘¢ircular block of wood sunk in tno rloor served both as stood
and| table. After nbout an hour'e sol:ltude. b ¢ rang tha bell.
A warder peered in through the spyhole.

“Yhat about something to read,” 1 asked,
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"Hothi.na dolng.“ he aaid. ’yon can aak tha sovernor
when you're bronght before him.
"When wnl that be?"

+

"Can't SRY . '.t‘omorraw mwba.
I epent a gloomy Sunday. | e
In the afternoon & warder came and told me 86 undross,.

. He |took am my ulothes gs.vins me uw‘beaﬁ two sheeta and a

‘blanket, VWhen 1 aakaa hin for an expmnaunn, he mere:w

oadd it was halfepast four,

“Tome to go to bod?" I edld,

fJust tha‘b. |

He was a large plaln-faeed. unimag:lnatwe, taciturn m.

. Be daubla-locked the door when he loft, No ma?tar how 1
1pulatsed the beﬂclothau. the doards were otill hard and

they got harder as the night went on,. M: oix 4n the morning,

e dilfrarent warder opoened up anﬂ handed me ny olothaa. taking

awgy the shoets and blankat. Then he gave me a ama;l basin,;
madL of papier mac_he. and poured o pint of Warter ﬁte' i,
He handed me a slice of sosp ang o dry towel, He was
faai:::ua. o

*Hope you enjoy your bath,® he said, adding thnt‘ 1 had
better hurry up, aes he would be back for the basin, até.-.-._ in

a8 few minutes, Answering my question about ﬁhe basin, he
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gald 1t was made of papiar mache w®o 'th&t I couldn't break 4t
. and|cut my taroat, - | -
Shortly after breakfast, the usual cocoa and brésd, =
the last I was -to enjoy for some time - the Governor came 4in,
. % knew it was mnmmn;‘v/ ‘eardy for lauoh s viait, |
*I'm gorry you made that demonstration yosterday,® he
sald, "Hay be 1f I had had a word with you beforehand, it
might have been avoisded. Do you realise it is a serious
. offance?® _ - ' |
71 oxpect 20," . _ |
_ *You could be charged with mutiny,” he said, “and that
would moan the lash, dut I'm not going %o Havo that done,

in fact, if you a&rao %0 abide by the rules and get your men
%0 #o 1ikewise, it may be possible 20° overlaok the whode
thing,* o _ |

"Ifm sorry,” 1 said., *but X can't do that. Ve refuse
. %o be olassed ae oriminals any longer,” '

“1 have nothing %0.do with that, I have to carry out
a7 duty,” |
*And =o have 1,"
He sadd ho was anxious to avoid punishing us and warned
me that we Aid not realise what wo were in for if we eoh#txmea
to Llsobey the rules,. . _-'x'hay had but to earry on the ordinavy
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ot
'

mn@hlnany of the prtuon ehd , $n szx weoks. time. wé would bo
' degd or insane, ) o |
 "How, where did I hear that befara?“ 1 asked myeelt,
and X added aloud, “Why, the 0ld ‘lag said the same thing i
| "ihat old Y1ag?" he deked: o |
"Never minﬂ. _ |
" '"Have you thnught of your wife and children?“ |
Una had given bi:th to & second girl, Haeve, when 1
wag in Lewes. 'But how the mischiof d4d tho Governor know

anything of my wife and children? I did not then know that
‘alarming reportu of the outbreak in Lewes Jail had appsared

in| al) the Irish papers, or that the relatives of the
prisoners had been anstrunﬁea to send telagranms %o the various
prisons, To the Governor's quary I roplied:’ .

‘“Iim'aﬁra they would éieapprhva if 1 adopted any other
course.® , . ' . y .

The Governor, looking very wor:;eé, went awqy.% A few.
minides later, my warder appeared and put down my‘SOOts'Aﬁ
the door. | L

| “Sxoroise,” he aaid.

SAre we to exorcise q&ﬁh the convlctn?"

“Why ngt?ﬂ : o | . G e
“Sorry,"” I said, “I can't do that.”




charsea mth refuuing to obw ordara. He said 4n a

tl'wo houra later N x was bnuaht vefore “the Govemor and

¥

meahanieal vo 100:

*Thirce daye confmament Ho. ) diet, Two hundred and

for‘ty marka rem:laﬂon. Three months clase,.®

exp

on the vcw ba.ok tn my call, I aakeﬂ tha mder o
lain the sentonco. :
"lio 1 diet," he ua:d, *moane bread and waﬁar."‘
"And thé ramission marke?® '
*You lose remiesion marka. You'al ai&y $n & month

hnger.

tog

“And the o).au?”
He fndicated the rod star on my oap. “You loge that
» For the naxt three montha ytm will not be a f.‘sm'b

olase prisoner ."

1 tried to onjoy my first meal of broad and wawr. and

1'nm afraid I failed, The old priest, Father com!ay. gano 1n.

e
but
to
me

he

thought our demonstration on the exarcise ground was funny,
na'w'that“ve had made our position clear, %o should conform
the rules, ° Beeing he was making no mresaton. ha acked
who “"this fal.lnw de Valera® was, I told h:lm m mked if
know where de Balera was,

1 don't know,® he eaid, “and I don't care, “lImngine,"®
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he oontinued. *a man w:lth a fine Irlah name uke Brennan
bedng led hy a follow eall.ed de Valera,” ‘ o
X asked hlmfwhnt he had agaimt Dev and he vaid ho was an
'utlwtat end an enemy of reuglon. e hed prevented us from
' goding to Hase in Lowos Jald, 1 tried to give h_imkha fn,nts -
“7' ho would not listen to me and he lost his 'temper. In
: return; I ‘had u-tha-'i_il grace to quotc the Commandment about
‘imaring falme witness against ono's neighbour. Ao he |
continued his tirade against Dev, I said: |
*our fellgwe are in a tough epoet heres You could 40 a
‘good deal to help ua, but if you kaap on like this, you ean -

anly maka our condition wrae@wwvm
Mmgf |

‘The poor old man left,

Later, the chief Warder came m. He was in a very
darcastic mood, He saidl | |

“Am I right in thinking you are the follows who want %o
Break up the British Empiret®

“8ure." 1 replicd,

“‘I’hin‘k you can de ity"®

%Certain,” .

"You refused to have your hair eut?*®

"You,* '
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34411 refugeé! - |

”Yes;" | | o |

“You won't chango your mind?®

ST | : - .
_ "A1) right. 1021 have yéur hair cut for you.®

‘B0 he sent }anoﬁr hefty wardors and I was foolish enough
to resist them. . Wo. had & rough and tuable on the floor and

the wardors got their uniforms all duety and rumpled and, of
co 'ﬁe. that made thsﬁ.mad. Thay tlnalzy got’ my head on

the block and held it thore uhile ono of thedr number got the
machine 1nto my hair. Then tnutead of outting it. ho prised
,the hair out, 1In faoh. he nearly acalpeﬂ me, Then they
went indo Coim 0'Genry's celd mext door and I knew, by the
sounde, that ﬁha'p:ocass was being ropeated, I was protiy
lel_exhaﬁutedAby the struggle gng'i lay down on the floor
 bgﬁ I sat up whﬁn I heard the door opening..lrxt wae the Chief
%A Wardar.l

“ﬁell, we out your hatr.“ ne said.

Tou did,* 1 replied and, refleoting that the war was .
going badly for them, I added: “Wouldn't you like o qub
Hindenburg's hair?®

His lengucge wae awful, I waved to the warder standing
at the door. '
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"l'hat will be all for todlw."’ 1 wam. ~ “Take him away
aj 1ock him up aome p:laon far from the societly oi’ éoceut
men,

The chlef Wudar went out, 1 heard his footatops
. eg !ne; dom the han. - The. wnrder opmaﬁ the dooy and put in
: h$+ nand and grasped mine- o R _— _ _
'Bumy, som.“ he sald, ".'l"‘d givo tai:_x’year.s of my dife

| We were only ten or twelve dws ln I*arkhurst bnt thw
wero eui;._v the vorst days I hed had, One morning, vhen I

ﬁo’ eay as zmh to that swlue. ,

hag got my third ssntence < wo ware taken io the Governor .
evlery couple of days « the éoetor_ oame i mnd spent a long
t e_a:;amlnlli_é oy heart, | B ,

"én'ri; 0f the plan to break down rep_iafa:;ag." I vasd to
myaelf._ " Ho ‘ea._i‘d I was making a mistake in refusin;; to take
oxorelise, 1 needed :res_ah ,a_;ir.." and exercise, 1 %ld nim we
refused only bécaﬁu we would nave had to associate with
) eanﬂcts. That aftaruoon the warder brought my shoes.

”Exorohe.“ he sald,

"ot with t_he ponvicts,” ' S '

"Ho," h.a- said, “come along‘_.."‘ l

He brought ma' outside into a mall exaeroise ground, The
ajr was like wine. Two of o;;'r lads, Br_aﬁ,_‘a nan of gﬁty,-
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and Horton rrom north comty nubnn, wera alrew f.hero. |

By oamo over ta me and wo m:!sad aromd ehntung. _ mrtnn
.1; ed us,

- "Hone of that,” said the varders

e 1miored hin, . He came over to us and eaid u wo
da‘ln"t obny the ruloes aga.inat. talkins, wa would have to 29 in,
"ALl right o aald Jinarady, “watll g0 :In. Ve might as

woll be in jail as whare we are.* 5o in we went,

From an old Ventilator in the wall of the oell I fished
out a large number of buttons which some misfortunate

prisoner had concealed for 90mo ex‘praégdi’nm reason, 1

drew a checker board on the f:l;;obf with the pieso of sesp they
gave me in the morning., By Ybeating the soaped &eo_ian with
ny jaskes, I got gsome ambiance of black sﬁﬁﬁréu and white,

e ¥ith the buttons X pmed gamos of draughts agn:lnat
myLelr but this rnm of mnnaement arovs manotennns baoause
yo[u know evary move the other fellow h J.ikel.v to mako. i |
tr!led mn.kang up Limericks, but this wan. tantalising. besause
hn!nng completed throo or fnur, I could not regolliect the
first and best onea. Then, though I fought hard ugninst the
_ thought, my mind reversed to the big intolleotunl men of the
Penian period who had been driven mad in prison.: Uas 1
rjisny mad alraady? I got gn my knees and 1 realiead it vas
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the first timo in mylife I had really prayed. Two hours
latar, I loy flat on thoe flooy, bathad in perspiration, but
RapYy » There' had ocome into tho cell a real Pr_atene'o who
brought poase,
Shortly afterwards, a young praént cane ins He was &
G’ozik man, nmaod Aherno. o hed quite a chat and ho ceked
mo 'to be patiecnt with Father Conway because he was an old man
he did not'uﬁdéraﬁnnﬂ‘ua.  #e vaid two of ouwr lads had

boen brought to hoapital hnﬁ all thae othera wore h‘good fom.
That night 1 woke up suddenly end the black mood was on

mes I wou going mad, I ﬁhomﬁ. I jumped up and paced up‘ '
and down tho oocll, I folt the walls wore too closé to me

g tried %o pu,nh them baoke I foll on my knoos mxd triod
to| pray dut my thoughts raced round and round, After some
time I found I wao 0itting on the plank, talking aloud to
my ool , | | |
"Got hold of yourself. Quick, quickl Hurry upl Get
hald of yourselfi® | | |
° wich %o GCod 1 could, I ocan't}” A |
"af course you oan. Oeotb hﬁ'ld of something which will
take your mind awsy fromthis,® _
| #Impoosibls, The machine whioh would enab:l.e‘m to do #o
18 out of ,gear."




"It is mot. You could not talk like this if 1t was,"

“Ys that true? ‘o that truey®
"0f course it is, Now transport yourself to an::;ther
sgene, HMake up a story,.” ' |
*About what?*
"About anything,"
- "o, not about anything,"
"Well, something real then, What about that saries
of sketchew about yoafrl childhood?? '
*Yea, yes, But I can't write them down,"
"Ho neod, They will stay with you, mthtﬁg you
compbse now will atay with yous, Go aheaﬁ. ~ Go baock io
Join's Cato Street in Wexford and the Chapel Yard thirty

aoliden yms aco.
®*All right, here goes,*

{The reader who wighes to getionn with the
prison stary should turn to page 30’7)

240
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| - " CHAPTER XV

5 In 1917 lLloyd George sot Ccnvention to
find a go;gfiog o tne Irigh gg@gt;gn,“ This was

really a ruse to deceive Amer;gan opinion, as lord

- One day ! was conducted to the Governor's office,

without knowiﬁg vhy . 1 'had roceived a sentence on th§
previoua day and, generally, two or three daye elapsed between
saﬁtencea. The wagde? .did not know why, As:we walked
through a long hall, a door at the other end opened and five
priaonore filed 1n, followaed by a warder. Ao they approacnéd.

t
theiwarder halted them and made them faceo tne wall, thie

bednz the usual practice wnen two parties of prisoners mot,
Ono:of the five prisonera, a very tall, dark man, whom 1 took
to re o llindu, turned-his head as we approached.  He vaved

his arms in the air and oried out. apparently a8 an encouragee
' .

ment to me:
"Hi! H4! S4in Pinn."

His warder raised his baton and struck him on the back

on.

|
|
Lhe neck and thoe man howled in pain. Oy warder hurried me
{
| In the hall outeide the Governor'e offica there were

|

two \0f our fellows. Jack Plunkett and Jaok o'Brien, in

|
!
I
|
i
i
¥
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"Hello, Bob," called Jack Plunkett,
*Hollo, Jaok,” I raeplied.
0'Brien turned round, He looked g8iok,

*¥hon are we golng te broak up t.his Joint?"' he aeked.
"Take it casy, Jaok,” I said, "1*1l tell you when,"
1 was pushed into the Governor's office and halted

ingidoe tho door. : The Governor'e desk was behind a screen,

Outs:lde, I oould hoar Jack Plunkott whiatl:lng the 'Boldiar ‘s

Song'. Jack O'Brien\ atarted to oing is, I heard ‘the

1
warder cry:

*Stop that! Turn your face to the wall.” _
®1%1 turn my. face where I like,” said 0'Brien,

The Govornor oame from behind the soreen, inia fc_me red

with anger.

bed

non

1

far

"Stop thnt damn row," he shouted, Seeing mo, he
koned me over and reanmed his aeat.

~ *I sent for you,® he said, "I want you to stop all this
gense. No, wait,* he went on, as I was about to speak,
want you %o realice the Government han good intentions eo

as you fellows are sancerned, I am not in a ﬁ@sition to
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tell you what thoy are; but 1 do know you will_ndt ﬁnve to

serva your-giie years,.®

He wa;fad._ E

"1 could have'told you.that long‘ago!f I sald,

"But you don't know thay have ordered civilian clothes
for you, That's a ééod sign, ian't 149°

‘I 'sadd nothing thnugh, of oourse. 1 felt considerably

. rolieved . |

LTS noﬁ . Buié the Gévernor.‘"i'waﬁt-you %o behave your=
self for the rest of the time you are here anﬂ get the others
to|do the sane, Have I your word for that?® =~ -
fl'm sorry,® 1 aaia,.“but wa'll carny ‘on Juat as uaual.
“fou know what it moane?® - |
a “I'm learning.” ‘ | | - E
?All right ,* he oaid, “you can go.” |

The argument between the two Jacks and theoir warders was
stlll going one |

"Good mon,™ I sald, "keep it up.”

Before 1 reached my cgll.,my'oscort sald;

“Blimey, but you're a rum lot,”

“Youvthink 80,"

fYou're upsotting ﬁhe whole ‘blooming place.”

"No o c : i

~"3welp me. The gseparate cells arc full up,”
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Thia was good, If the fifteen hundred prisonars were
fealing our influence and getting out of hand, thoy ‘couldn 't

kegﬂ us long. I was in a mood to cheex and 1 enjoyed my bread
and water dimner and sang all the -afternoon, ‘Next ﬁay. 1
wa-j up bofore the.. Governor aaai.ni_. this time on the qsunl
charges of refusing teo obey ordors, ote. The chargéa wore
duly heard. The Governor again talked -to mo aerinu:‘aly .

‘ “I think you ‘should know," he ea:ld.' "that you mn't te
long nere.® » : A |

_"I'm glad to hear it,* - : .

| "res. that '-s right, 1 don't euypaae 1t wm. be more
than a couplo of montho or eo.

"Good * ' *

%S0 -1 libpe now you'll eec raeason. Natur&lly. 'you will
want to be in good' shape when you are {xattmg out, and 1'm
asking you to forget cverything that has happened and make a
fresh atart, ‘ I'll wipe' out all the penalties if you g;va me
your word you will obey the prison rules for the rest of the
tige.,* | . |
I was so.':.'ry I oouldnt*t, I said,
“Not even if I say you are going out in o montﬁ or sol®” -
A1l right," he said, "three days Ho.l, P40 mggké

remisesion,.®
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"Bolpi in w coll, 1 'fc;as Juot ai'tting'e‘ioﬁn'- té,my praaﬂ
and! vaf;ar, when 1 héar_d the eéllA doors baing oﬁened.; The
young Cork prieast oﬁened miné;
*Great nev'r:u." he said » "you.are going out, I'in 80 glad.
Plense don't make any demonstration." . )
¥¥hy, of course not," 1 said.

"I'm thinking of tho convicts,® ha‘ aadd. "Thoisr're-in 8

bad mood and a demonatration might start a riot,”

I stepped .'mtq tho hall., Our fellows were lin::ln.g uPe -
The: Governor came dowmn the stairs at the head of the wing and,
without any pralix;:inaries.,sam_g_ J

*1 have %0.toll ‘yoﬁ, thé.t Mr, Donar Law announged in the
House of Commons last night that you are o be released
tml:diate]&.- You leave at once for Pmtomruie Priaon in
London, whare you will be, fitted with civuian clothes. .
Goodbya," ; . S N ‘
He turnod his back and walked ,o-f-f'.r ’ 'The lads a;tood
ocoupletely wotiohless, w_&f.héut o aign of jubilation '?er' even
excitamont.. The ohief warder gtuod in front of \m.)5 litorally
gnashing his teeth. o e

"Baok to your. oella,“ he said, "yau leave here 1n ten mm/té;
Rawrtee | -

-W“f"‘wm% =R

Bn.qk in ny oell. 1 roflected how simple life could be if
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we (Were aaﬁiafieﬁ with.onxy thae things we need, Wé had
nothing to pack.  In our pockets were all we were gllowed to
carry, a rosary beaﬁa and a pocket'handkefchief. i rang my
bell and the wardor appeared.

"Could 1 have a prayer-book?" 1 agked,

A prayor-book?” _

"I want to tako one out as a souvenir.®

“Jorry,"” he said, ”I-ean't let you have ono, You ask
the R.C. foller.” Ho meant the Roman Catholia ghaplain.

| "But I won't ece hiwm, Thero's na t1ma}“

ALl right ? he gaid, "Il seoc.”

He went off and brought me & prayer-book. B ¢ thank@d
him wam];v + X ‘knew ha was making himsslf a party to the
ﬁi&§2§3°crzme of purloining prison property.
“Iﬁ'n-all‘righm, somy,* he said, "I'm glaﬂ'yau*re

gaing out, bnt I'11 miss you. I won't ever forget how‘yan

tap that awine dom® » n refeienee to.my encounter with the

Chisf Warﬂar. - ,

Bo we.marohed out into the wonderful cunshino of the

Isle of Wight and to a railway station., In tho train somebody
produced ocigarettes énd I smoked one, but there was Ao taste

to 1t. . 1 wondered why I had suffored so much‘fram ﬁaing

deprived of tobacco fiftcen months before. Ue all laughed.
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dnd sang songe, somewhat l\vai:ericallé. all the wewlr to London.
Here, a surprise awvaitod us, . Hight had fallen. ' Ve -Wﬁi;é
put into buees with glasé sidas nnd. A6 soon as we snerged
lnta the atreet, wo became aware of a hosﬂle orowd who |

olted our buseu with stonos., Thin oucurrm at various

B ~ N

ints along the route %o P'enton#iué prison, There were

__g

g

eco and ories of "Dom with the pro-Gomana".x One of
t%ha mrdero whiapored to me that. the crowd wa.a Muriatad
ﬂecauae there hed been o Zeppelin raid an London the night
before, but he aid not explain howa the erowl know of our
arrival in Lonﬂon and of the. routa wa were to take. The
demonstratore were thick outside the gatea of Pentonv:llle.

This prieon :ls a fnthy place. at leagt the wing in

which we were located ja,  Hany of tho £ollowe npgm thel‘
t packing the floors stark t‘znl?:ea,qbeeéuse the place wag
. obawling with vermin. Hext morning.'at Hass, We éaw all
old comrades and heard an Irish prieat .dellver‘?a f£4ne
sermon.on the purposc of 1ife. Soon afterwards, 'w‘;re all met
in an .éxerciae 3rotm'd. where there was no restramf of any |
kind. We wore being fitted out with civilian clothes,
an\.l:ldat a lot of noioe and 1aughttar. - As gach piece was
fitted, wo handed over the corresponding conviot g@;rment.,
but I managed to smuggle out my convict cap, as did some of




thc othere,. . J’.’J. ‘Walsh ‘surprised ue by bringing

whole conviot garb undar his ne'c eun. ’

'A faw ofi

404

gut his

us nmanaged

to make our way to the apot where caeement wae buried and we

knelt to aw a prwer.

Our reooption in Dublm na ‘a0 ovarwhelmim that aome

of the lads uollapsad .
‘firet d&y home that I firet sav Mick Collina, . 1
of him before. Tom Ashe had, 1n'LaﬁB§:3311. sho
lettor from him. deaung with future policy. It
to me mnateurieh mﬂ pretenuous, and I said 90.

MoGuinneos told me several times I should know Col

ne said, wae a tromendous fellow, When 1 first s

it was during the exaitem nt of that

ad jhaard
me a

had sccmed

Later, Joe

1ine who.

nw Miok,

we had just had a group photograph taken on the Mnrnian Houee

lawn. 1 heard my name ment ioned and, turning, I
Doyle talking to a quick-moving, energetio, vigoro
young man with a heavy jowl and a -facé_jwhich waa &
His quick eyes darting hero and there, he brushed
of hair from his forehead, and asked ;

~ "Where 19 he?® - i

5 Seumas md:lcatéd me. The m came over %o o
*You are looking after the Wurow followe?2®
- #If Soumas vays 90, yes." 1 paiad,

He had a roll of notes in one hand and silver

asaw Soumags

ug , hefty
Q0 ?8130

back & look
o and oaid:

injthe
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_other. Me said that the fares to Enniscorthy amounted to

20 mu.ch,— and I found bnt later tho sum vas gorredt to a penny .
Hoe added that he was giving me five shillinge, in addition,

for each mati, to cmrar mémdntal exponses . Ag he l_a_.anc;eﬁ me

the noney, he 1onkad into my oyes as if appraism]z mé. Wi_th
‘a quick um&l@. he shook my hand and turned {0 someone @lso.
1 noticed t};a ﬁrem_undoun gtrength of h;l,g gl}o’ulc_’iarr._
. ’ _ !
"Bho ie ho?*® I asked of Seumas. )
| “mtuhaé]_. Collins,” he sadd,
"1 don't like him,® I said. °
"Naither do ;.-"rez}naa Seumas. | _
This initial dielike of 00111-::5. I naéer quite got over.

1 tried to do so later, becausa 1 had a lively ap rooiation
of the great work he was doing and of the risks h ra_n._ Hig
onergy was terr:l.riu and his selfeconfidenoe unbo aﬂ:. Though
he was dynamic, he was riev’e’r flui'ried". fie built lup from
nothin@ at all an almost parfect intelligence department,

His necret agento woTro to be fomﬂLz’:ln almost overy, Br;nish
institution up to the highest level. Against odds which
would have dishoartencd most men, he oarried on the heavy work

of the Pinance and Communications departments. IHis memory

for detail was faultlevs and his office oystam, harried though
At waa by havlng %0 remain underground and subject! to constant




. railde, wags woll nigh porfedt. . , 2 % t o
Any one of his departmentas - Intellizenco, I? ance Lex

Communiocntions & would have ta:xadthe ability and 1me of a very
eble administratof, but Colline managed them all without
apparent effort. Hot merely that, but bscause hr) vags
impaticnt of delays, ho encroashed on the domain Ef nearly

his
colloaguos 6. groator éffort. -1 knew all this [na :,fmt 1
cdul'd. not brtﬁg‘myaeu fo'iiké ﬁim. Parhaps 1:‘Lm

. @very other ggv‘arnmani departucnt and thue spurrel

s because
he wae -ruthless ‘with’ friend and foo} because he could brook no
o aritloiam or oppoaition- or bocause ho was vain Jna J.ovad

. power. B o
_ _' Some of his admirers guve cé:l.llna ‘all the cxa;u%. for

' such success as wo'had. I’ think this. i3 a pity It is true
that without him Sinn Fein c6uld not have nchmvéd the guescoss
4t a1d 54 % tho tmeﬁ.% this s not levs trus of Zamon do
‘Valera a.na-mshm; Grifeith, Tor :lnetanca. ¢olline ;:ou:\.d'uévar
have brought about’ the unity of the Repnblicmaa 4n 1017, or
that of all clasecs in the nation in 1918, aé d:ea Valera did;
nor csould he have voiced the na"t:lon's'will 9o "br.lll:l.Tanuy and
80 pér.auaaively s did Arthur Griffith. -

Collins had really iittle ::ol:li_:l.pal.at'w.oir foire, and

this was clearly shown when, after 1916, ho almoot wrecked his

own cause by trying to capture a young and fagtegrowing




natinnal movement by aacrat devicea.
the sacret conolaves of tho fow, as :lf he deapis
mtelligence of tho many.

w07

He mw great faith in
the

A fow weeko after our releaue. I went to Dub.un and

stayed a fev dr.wo ‘with the Bolandc. I found the
gnm-ply ‘aivided on the question of mok." |
a bragzart and a bully. L

"He's nothing of the kind," eaid Harry,

"You havén't seen ds mu_‘cﬁ of him as I have,"
Jerry, who h_ad- been interned with Colline.,
{tf ho didn‘t win all the Jnrnpe; he'd break up the

Jerry got up snd, isitating Hick, strode aboy
room boastfully, hoaving his shoulders and tossing

l“Ne’var‘mind." said Harry, "he's young.
that, He's a great follow.®

This attitude of Harry's puzzled many of his

Intelloctually, he was far in front of Mick and in

acumon, he wae also far ahead., I judged that Har
had never aspired: to be a leader, but who 4id iiko
good lisutenant, was at this otage sourting Mick s
form a link betwoen the IR .. and Dev, to whom he
davoted.

Mick later on, there is, of course, no doubd,

brothers

Jorry daid he wag

aaié
*In thoe canp,
m&tﬂho.‘.

4 the

his head.

Ho'll gat over

friends,

political

LY o WHO

to'be a

naq to

wap already

But, that Harry became tremendously attachcd to
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- Dev, at this time. was forming a platform wide anough
'tu hold ums all toaether and he had ear:ly desided o brmg
HacNeill back into the ranka, to the disme\v of all t.hoae who |
thought the Profeusor shonldr b_e ostraoised for th pa;‘t he
played in 'Eaegberr Weck. “Don't f_pi.'geé,“ sadd Dev,"that the
clorgy are with Eanliein and 'théy e;'ra a pbwerml oro‘e’.”'
‘ simn.arly. Dev was worktng n:lght and day to got Brugha and
- Griffith in step. i‘hqr had been at daggera drawn hefore Dev
came out of prison. ao munh go that Brughu had thrtammned

that 1f Griffith stumped the country for u!.nn Ir‘ein, hq woqld
_get the Volunteers to stop him. 'i'hu,__ during a v olant_: |
gcene at the :lmprovinea nauonal executive heaﬁqu@;tam.
Begause of Dev 'u attitude towards the mwaratemllms aaé-
%2 adhereuta wara alraady anaering about the "sonatitutione
al:lsta“ Of couraa, uttle of thls nppeared in public,

To tham there m presented a united frant. . At thg Clare
eleationd all eeouona were on the S8ian Fein platform, l;haré
were hectic disoussions as to what policy to present ‘Ia_t

this aiéction., Dev sottled the matter by coming cut ippenly

for the Irish Republic without qualification. He |said to
me, "Some of the young fellown have told me it 4o a time to
be cautious, to go slow, The 61d men, on the other hand,

eaid 'make_ no mig;take. | Hail your aolm.iru to tho nmast', b
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lictencd to the old men. Ho one need evar toll mo to go
elow, What 1 want- 1g'somaoné to toll me to go fjmi'd."
I told h;lm that Criffithie motto was '‘mederation in
everything', He aa.:ld' _ .
“"That's funny. ' It'e my motto, %too.*
During the summer, the Oireachtas was hcld in Waferfoxﬁ
and we all foregathered. there, Dev outlined a plan to save
the language Yy working outward from the Ggeltacht th%'ough
the Breao-Gaeltacht to the English-speaking distriota;, Tho
plan was on military lines, -ﬁiarmum Iynch, who comne

down from Dublin, had a maewage for 'me. ‘The Bupreme Council
of the I.,R.B, had égcidéﬁ that thoy were going to pontrol
,the Voluntoers. So that there would be no mistakas 1n future,
we were to see that ,o_in' seoret men ﬁpuld control ail. ﬁosai’ble |
unite, | I tolad h:_l_ﬁ‘i wa9 aéninf; tfm plan because| it would
bring about that dual control which had been disastrous in
Easter ‘c’ieak."f We all had loarned that do Valera and Cathal
Brugha had decided (separataly) not to continue mamberaship
of ‘hhe I.R.B., and thought it should bo disbanded, bu‘tl Coll ins
va.l keeping it on.. _ '
The Sinn Fein Ard Fheis promised to be the bat.tle ground
between the moderatea and the ‘extremiste and wo all knew tho

test would be decided by whether de Valera or Griffith won
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the presidency. Bofore I went to Dublin for the |Ard Fheis,

1 got an order from the I.,R.H,, to sce Colilins before the

Convention, In one of the houses on the west side of Parneil

Square, I found a regular qdeué-of wen from all parts of the

kuek. sitting at a table handad me a typed liat,
fe\-&/ w

country. |
1t was the ticket the Wexfordmen ware to vote{. ne of the
Louth men who filed out of the room with me, began to laugh
_and whon 1 aaked.figim why, g;raaueed another 1ist which he had
Griffith headed the 1a ter liet;
Dev headed the list Collins had given ue, Ard Fheis

itself, ilarry Hanrahan expoaeﬁ the whole prooedurta of the

got from Darrell F:gégis.
At th

rival caucusew, amidst almost general applause,.

——r_

it wag |
apparent- that most of the delegatoo had deoided to ':L(;nore both.
tiockets and %o vote for the people they knew, The big téat.
a9 between Dov andflbrifﬂth, did not come, however, beoause,.
to lthe- surprise of practically everybody; when the queetion
of the eleotion of Prasident was reached, Griffith rose and

proposed Deov, whom he deseribed not mare].y"au a groat soldier

but a groat statosman. Vo then discovered that ]
found a formula to satisfy Brugha (vwho wanted a ¢
declaration for the Republic) angd Griffith (who h

insisting on tho 0ld Sinn Pein programme,) Dev's

Dev had
19&::—0‘115
nd been

y formula
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declared the object of the organisation was the aohiavamen‘l_‘.
of {the Independence of ireland as an Irieh Republic and "

added that vhen that had baen achioved, tho peopl.n woum

de ide on the form of government they wished to have. In-
hia speech, Dov said that. if they deocided to have a king, he
miid ‘not come from the House of *ﬁ"i}xdsor'. The election of
the Committec was a dofeat for Colline, av most of the men

his list wore beat
b e}

The Volunteer Convention, which was held later in the

year, gave the I.R.B., another opportunity for a trial of

a‘q'“_rength and this time they were more succassful. They

oa’pt&reﬂ nearly all the Counoil seats. Theo main item on

tle agenda was the election of a Volunteer axecutiva. 1

ptit forward the contention that the whole procedure was wrong.

What we should do was to olect one man who would selact his |
headquarters staff and control the ﬁolidj of the

Volunteers., 1 proposed Dev for the po's‘ltion_. Thus, there

would be no dangor of dual control or confusion. Dev zot

up and asked me 4f what 1 intended was that this man should

h’ave the decision of pPeace or war, ':l said 'yos's, Dev said

“ho would not také a 'pest of such reasponaibility fqr all the

wealth of Ireland and thus defeated my attempt to set up the

first dictatorshipy in Yestern Burope.
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CHAPTER XV1

In the face of the determined opposition of
Dublin Castle, Sinn Fe n 1917 and 1918 bn R -

e ——— ————— — ——— -

nolitical o :*Am such as hag never bagon . _
led, as well as 8 Vvolunteer force whigh Jlacked -

The extraordinary change over in public opinion wa§ 
obiioua to all of us as soon as we returned from England.

We had 1eft an Ireland beaten. bafrled and eullen. Ve eame

_ bnﬁk to a land proud gay and reaurgent. it wae a baautiful-
summor and the countryside seemed to have eapeoialxy olothed
itoelf in the national colours. orange. white and groen.. _
ThJ police were Xopt busy hauling down the national flag from
imposaible positions on telephone poles and nuildings. 'I
had gone back to my old job am a reportar and 1% vae a o

P ticular delight to report the reaoinding of the re;olutions
which had been pasesed by the various pnblic bodiean ﬁhe .
previous year, condemning the Hising. During the whole '_
au%mer we laboured hard on tihne national pleblaoité demanding
that Ireland's oaso should be heard a@ the Peace Coﬁfarence.

| I was soon to discover that my fears regarding the -
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intorference 6£'tha'1.a,B. in the Volunteer movement were

|

justified, I hed rofused to take command of the Wexford

Brigade, bocause I thought the job- wns “too much for me, but 1
|7 f‘ﬁl— Ul

1 ap ointad tamparaxy
4 ok He-

toak over the Wexford Battalion‘.]
one LewApnapds

ta‘-ing his orders from individuals in Ennfscorthy . I
autpanaed him but ho was subsequently roinstated by an officer
from Headquartdrs while I was in Cork jail, Similar events
woere happening in other commande and those vho wished for a
single control for the army wore bevoming very dowmhearted.
Cne dq&-l‘wnka up in a cell in Cork jail and my first
worde ware:! |

"i1clars %o God, here I am againl®

1 had boon arrested the provious day on a charge of
parading men in military formation and dressing in uniform.
CGﬁnt Plunkett had visited Vexford and I had paraded the
Wexford Battalion in hiz honour. S3ean Sinnott an@ Piorce

Byrno wore alse in custody. On the way to Cork prisoen, we




o
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ght our police esoort some rebel songs. It was dark when

rot to the prison and,.as I was being escorted to my ocell,

1 waa surprisod to hear a reel "The Soldier's Joy' being

s

he

played on o mouth-or_gan, Down at the end of a long hall,

aw figures dancing in a dim light.
*What 's that?® I asked, -
“They *re,having a dance,” eaid tho warder as he opencd

cell door,

Who are thay?*

The pricvoners « your chums.” n SQeing ny astoniaxnmant.
added: °Oh, they have a good time here."

'"Can't I join them?*
"Not t111 tomorrow."

. lle want off.‘ but almost imediatel'y the door was o,p'aned

a.émin and another warder come in.

“Arg you from Vexford?*®

“Yea. co T

"¥111 they vin on Sunday ?"

1 guesmod immediatoly he was talking about the Woxford

foothall team- which had held the all Ireland championship
for three yoars and which wae playing Dublin for the I-atnater

cﬁlampicnnh:lp on the following Sunday,

“No, they won't,® I said,
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“Why not?®

“Ihey 're mot training.®

| “God blast them,® he said, "sure thoy could bato Dublin
with ono hand,®

lis name was Kavanagh and he hailed from Goray. 1

found next day he was diotrusted by the ﬁriaonera but I told
tham 1 woulﬂ depend on him for mwthing woe wanted done. As

u transpired 1 was right.

Hext day, we were introduced ‘to the other primoners.

There were about W o?f tham. mainly from Cork mrp:l Korry.
TIay nad Lhone ruléd in tho prison. Therc was no work and |
from early morning t111 dark thore wera football and Imndball
matches in the narrow exercisé ground, as woll as Gaelics
clagsea, At night, there wére dancing. atory-telling and‘
singzing. Moet of the exccllent food ‘was sent in by the
prisoners?! friends. All the men were awaiting triial and ,

o goon as the ti-t_al wis over, thoy were transferrcd to some
athor prison.  Two dayse au.bsaquentr-to our arrival, the
71’1’10@3\;‘1019“9/_ by the men was brought down for pmuminaz;:

rial and, ad 1t wao cxpected he would be romoved 'at once,
Ehere was & new eloetion and I was placed In charga. Hy

1eutenants vere three men Who wore sumquemly tc moet

|

tragic deathe at the hande of the British: Terenso HacSwiney

—_—
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who died in Brixton Jail aftor & hungersstrike which lasted

for soventyethree days; Tomas MoCurtain, the Lord Mayor of

Coxrk, who was murdered in his own house by the Black and Tana;
and George Clancy, Lexd Mayor of Limerick, who met a like
fate, Theee dread events could not be foressen, however,

and we had a pleasant time enough in Cork Jail until newa
came in that Austin Stack was leading a hungor strike in
Dundalk Jail with 3 view to gecuring political troatment.

i ediately, hia fellow Xerrymen amonget us began clamouring
for a sympathetic hunger strike on our ﬁart. Before that
happchel, however, a numbor ¢f us hadbeen brought down for a
proliminary hearing of the charges against us. A young
military officer preaiéod and'tbok dovm the evidence, He had
a veiy nasty tempér wvhich he could not control and we did not
help ﬁim. One of the prisoners rolled‘fhe charge sheat he
he & into a cylinder and, pretonding it wasia buzle, ha'put
it|to his 1ipe and bogan to hum the "Soldier's Song®. We
ali :nllaued suit and we gave a falr imitation of a bad brass
b « Tho officer yelled at us to stop but we merély
changed the tune %o "Eelly of Killann®. The little man
began to take it out on the police witnosses. Onelof tham
waL testify ing that he had heard mo giving military orders

to| tho battalién and had veen me dressed zn.a'unifo#m and
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'waaring 1y ovareaat in roview orders

‘ military.

mane

av

order?™

r

' 9Uhat Go you mean by ravimv order?“ aaka& the’ afﬁcer.

'
4

"Oh, .jumﬁ rev:tew order.* ;
“Oh, just review orderl Well what is Just review

1

'afgparéntly this wae a police term not known to the
“Yoll, review order.®

The officer 1aid down his pen and glared at tho polices.

’“Km:v.ﬁiﬁ :jou goet into the pﬁlice force?®

- "1 beg your pm'don, air. . |
Wéfhem ara your bmina? I'm trying to writa this _

idanua down and you are talking ;jaz'@gén. ﬁ':ill ;wm expla.in

mt is memt by revww or&er?“

“ °W911 juat - The policenman. at»opyed in timo and

' mmllaweﬁ h_m’d _ The afﬂcer :I.co}md aas $f ho was gaang to -
okplode. - | B |
"1t wan thia w@v, gir, Hi# overceat was i‘oliad up and
plaaaﬂ over one ahoumar. | ‘ ‘

. ) . . jﬁ
“On, is that all?" : o o
"Ho, sir, It was undar the cther. o L
"Under tho nther what?" |




"Under the othor oxter.®
"y CGodl
*Nos 2ir. I'm in charge of the Wexford wit

*God holp us! ¥hat am I to write down?”
*fhat g for you to gay; éirsé B
~of eQurne;-all this contributed greatly to o
Ve re-cnacted the smcene for the crowd that night,
éhe strike situation was becoming eorious.
tho leaders pointed out that we had no griavancc.
excuse for a strike. The Kerrymen, however, dem
on the gquestion and we were forced to conoede it,
per cent voted for tho strike., 1 ordered that i

real strike and that all food should be removed f]

Is there any superior officer hor
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a?h-

neanen,”

ur merriment.

In vain

%o had no
anded a poll
3axty
+ should be a

rom the

colls, this becauso there were rumours that s proviols hunger

strike in Cork jail had been a fake. Trom ono ¢
six pounda.of butter were cleared out,
prisoners in an ad;ozﬁing wing pf the prison and
food. ‘One of them ate so much during the tranof
food that @ thought he would die. He was so stu
vag hardlﬁ able to breathe and he could not apaak

All the leadors had been against the strike

gsourse, thay acceopted the deoision loyally. Ter

all thirty-.

Thore were ordinary

they got the
er éf the
ffed that he
at all,
but; of

Ty MacSwiney,

' finding some of the younger men indulging in their ueual wild
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football. games, advised them to desist and consorve their
strength. “Thic may be a fight to the death,” he said, "amd

we must atick it ae long a9 possible.® e was a
quiet man but he had a keen, if slightly sardonic

humour., He hed no ear for off-colour stories,

very seorious, .-
sense of
One night

one of the Limerick men, Mclnerney, staged an Ampromptu court

scene involving a breach of promise action, It wam extremely

funny, if somewhat coarse. I noticed that Terry
in the middle of 4t. I found him in his cell pa

stole away
ingtakingly

writing in the dim light in one of his many neat notébooks.

1t was an unfinighod poem and he read it for me,
"fou're not enthusinetioc,” he satd, whon I d
comment., -

“I'nm not a great Juﬂgé of poetry.®

id not

. “That means it's very bad,” ho paid with a wry grin,

ijuet o I- i;_m_mgh_t.“ and he tore it up,

One day ah_exi the strike had Baqn going on for throe or

four days, I found him in his cell with his bare [feet on the

cold };ot-watar pipes. N

"“That on earth are you doing?® I asked,
“Hush,” he said, "the dootor is coming round

« 1 want

him to find my feeot cold, It's a ai_én of heart diaeaaa."

He laughed heartily. 1In an adjoining cell,

MacCurtain
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was in bed, rea&ing a story by Maurice le Blanc, "He was a
very cheerful man, full of quiet fun, When 1 nsked ﬁtm how
he way foeling, he pretonded I was the doctor. :

“0h," he sald, "I'm terrible bad, doctor, he aches
and paine I do be having would kill a mountainy yIny.i And '\
there's a fluttering around my heart that wakes me up in
the middle of the night.® He suddenly grow serigus and
asked if I had been in to-gsee Goorge (Clanoy). |
*I'm godng in thore now,"
*I'11 go with you," he said. ,
Clancy hmqbot been in good henrlth when he'oama in,

notwithatanding which he taught languoge alasses a1l day.
He was one of the best Irish teachers I had over met énd.
in his onthueiasm, he worked torribly hard. lHo had one
bad fainting fit and he could not sloep. 'ﬁaufouj:dhim in

|

protty low spirits, idling over a nowspaper. MacCurtain ¢1d
not ask him about his health'buthi1nstead.'satd h‘ wanted to
take down a utory George had told a fow nighta prjvioﬁexy.
George immediatoly began to tell the story in his |eautifu1
Caelic blas. IHe had heard it from a woman in Kerry. It
concerned a hardehearted woman who refused shelter| to the
Blessed Virgin, the Child and St, Joseph when they were
travelling the roads., ‘The woman's husband surrep itiously

followed the travellers and brought thom back to t ¢ shelter
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of a hut, . ) _
*An foar min agus an bhean bhnrb a chuxr loma Chrioat in
e luighe sa colg.” {Tho gentle man and the rouLh wom who
put Jesus Chriet to lie in the otraw,) .
HacCurtain wae dbusy with his pencil and pad| and George
went on to anotherﬁetory. Hie woes were forgotien and p 1
could not help thinking that Maqpurtain wags & good phyoician,

The prigcn doctor was very nervous and 2o was the

Governor. Thoy feared that thqy‘might have on thoir hanis
another ;ragsdy lika that of Tom Aghe who,'a fow months
eaflier. haﬂ led ff.gfuntdoy jadl as a rosult nflfursible
feeding. We pla;eé on thelr nervaes by pretend all sorts
of 111nessas. Vhen tha strike wags only five or Jix days
0ld, we arranged that one of our fellowmrahoulﬂ collapoe and
be carted off to hospital, dbut before he 50&1& do ro, another
man éetualxy did collapse. ~ The dooter, in a panile,
recommended our imnediate release, We wore served with
noticas that we uﬁquld all r@turn-withSn a month b %, of
course, no one paid any attention to these. | '
Shortly after I got back to Wexford, Una and I returned
from a walk ono evening and, on oPaning the dooxr, ware cﬁn-
fronted by our emall madd with a poker sn her hand, She

explained that a policoman had called and she had driven him

out, She was 8till explaining when there was a digeraent
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Imock on. the dbor.. on opentﬁs it, Polioce Borgeant Collowy
pushed his -asy in, olosed the door and hrousht L) to the
rear of the mz. He produced from variouu poc ets three
hundred rounds of ,303 amunsulon. .

I was dowm in Cork today,® he said, "and that I'Ged damn
folla Kavanagh made me take this to givo to you. Ite got it
from a scldier, How, will you tell htm not to use me
again, I tell you flat, I won't do t.° .

He wao 'raforr:lna._ of course, to the Wwbrd warder in
Cork jail. s L

"Indeed you will, Sergeant,* I said, "don't worsy."

*But suppoae I'm caught.* .
"Ho one will-catch you. XNo one will now only you and

me and Kavanagh, ané he won't talk,® | ‘ |
| _ "What are you going %o 6o with thie stuff? You're not
preparing for another riaipg?" . )
“Sure we are,"
"Glory be to Godl® ,

Shortly aftor the new year. b § attendad a 8inn .'E‘ain Ard
Comhairle meeting in Dublin. Buring the procoed i.nga Dev
ealled mo to tho ohalr and.told mo they wore think
establishing a 0inn Fein Press Bureau. He asked if I knew

of any newspaper man who could take charge of it, ! The
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salary waum be. a:l.l they eoula afford, about threc pounds a
waek, I promiscd, te try and.,think of someone, | Outside the

Mansion House, I.met Desmond Fitzgarald o I asked him if he
: A .

would like the job and he aid he would jump at it, 8o I
advised him %o go and sea Dov, That night, vhen I got baock
to Vexford, I mentioned the matter to Una.

“Are you sure he 4idn't mean you?® ghe asked

*"Goed Lord no,® I said, *"if he did,-ho would hmm oaid
80" '

Thinking over the matter, howover, I conoluded heo mlght'
have meant mo 80, next dsy, I wrote him and said 11' ho wanted
me I wae at his B;a:fvice.i At the same time, I wrato to
Fitzgerald tolling him vhat I had dome, A coupl | of waeks
later, I vas notifiecd of my appointment and I packed for
Dublin. On the Journey north, my -:rquow‘ 'ﬁaasenga % aml X
haé an opportunity of eceing Sinn Pedn in notion, A% Wicklow
Station thore was o great crowé of people cheoring, The
demonstration wae in hgnour of Tom Cullen, the looal Volunteer
Commandant, vho hadbeen arrested that morning. There was
an oscort of police %o {ake htm to Dublin. They boarded the
train, but it dié not start, The driver, firoman and guard
ell refused to work a train carrying prigsonerss We were held
up for oix hours while the authorities and the rail |
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exgoutives stormed, and all Wicklow town wae en fete, }?innlly.
the prlnoﬁer wag taken by roafl and tho t:aan proceeded,
mE I had
started working in the Scoretary'c offioce, when Dev.gont for
me. He eald I was to work in his offico bepausc he did not
want “then® to control tho publicity. "Them" meats
wuch Griffith ae Darrol Figiis plue Griffith, TFiggis wae
getting a strong hold on the. Sinn ?e&ﬁ organisation t@rnugh

I was only an hour in Ho, 6 Harcourt Strest
ant ﬁot 850

the fact that he was Genoral souretary‘. H’a m a rq';ht-
wingor and Dov d4d not vant the publicity run by dither the -
right or the left wing, s aocked me 1f I had any idoa as to
how publicity 001;13 bé sacured. I 9aid that -the |[firpt thing
should be a woekly column of Sinn Pein notes and m supplicd
to all the provinolal papers, and the nex$ a number of brief
pamphlete soetting out various sepects of the s;nn Feln case.
He erid, *®all right, go ahead," I wrote my first aq'lﬁ:,nn and
handed it to him., He immediately took up his pen ar;ﬂ began
to make alterations. He took so lonz over it that I began
to lose paticnoe, '

"Don't do thot,” I said, "just tell me mt'r wrong with |
4% and 1'11 raowrito 4t."

“There's a lot of nverstétemont,“ he sald, | X pret_'-eri

understatement . ?
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" 1 rewrote the column, leaving out many of my adjectives
and superilatives but, even then, he got bugy with nis pen
again, thie time on the diction. I ondured this|for a long
time and £inally blurted out: |

“Look here, Chief, itm writing Jouéna.lase not J:itarature.
We have to post this today if it'd to be in time for fthtn
woek's papors,” | o 3 |

YAll right,” he sald, emiling ot my impationce, “let
1% go," g : )

1 was %o learn ﬁh&t ho never saw a dralt ou 11'.':5@6 by'
anybody but he must alter it. Bvery day, for a coupls of
wocke, Ve had the aa%ne seteto, and then I decided to get out
the stuff and not let him soe it till it wae 1nejrin£. 1

.wag gratificd by the reault.s; I had oxpoected tIIM i;ot more

than half a dozen provinoial papers would use the material,
In the first weok we had thirdty papers and the,mﬁmher
gradually increased, _ ' |
One dzy Una, who with the c¢hildren had joined me in
Dublin, came into the office to geo me. Bhe sat on the
table at which I was working. Dov oame in mﬂdlanl&. He
frowned severoly on seeing, what ha thought, was|one of the

" girle from the Cumann na umBan ofi‘_ice. vhich was on the same

. floor. Una, in spitc of all her troubles, atill looked
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he met her, he recalled the incident with siea,

about nineteen, Dev came right to the point,
"Look here," hé¢ said, ®you:shouldn't bo ocomin
' "Yhy not?® she asked, ' '

Mo yo'n now }.ﬁ'; Irennsn ie a marricd man?®

426

& in hal’ac"

"Well," she said, "I ought to,” and she exﬁletined the >
situation, le laughedheartily dnd over afterwards, wienever

Consoription was in the air. The British Ggvernment
rushed a consoription act for ireland through Parliament and

the Irish Party 1cft the Rouse of Oom;on'e in diegust and

roturned to Irelamd: Dev seized the occamion at

ance, in a

typical manner. Hé“aawl.arry'.-ﬂ Weill, the Lardnwar Dablin,
and hadno difficulty in persuading him to call a Lanfurance

in theManeion Youse to which ho invited loaders o
Parliamentary Party, of Ssmn Fein ané of Labour,

‘$he -
1% vas -

an immediate suocess. As we dovetess of Sim Foin expected,
de Valora dominatod -the procecdings, as' William O'Brien, H.P.,

iater disclosed,.: E’Svarybody in the country was againsd

conecription but there was a big diffcrence of opinion as to

how the menace might '63 nete. - A large seotion of

the clergy,

baoke the proms, was calling for passive resistance, Dev

' érew up a pledge to be taken by the people in evory Parish
~ on the following Sunday. There was no mentdén of passive
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roesintance in this, It pledged the poople to resijat faon-
soription by the most offeotive means. Dav pointed out that
this phrase would leave the fighting men free to fight and
the English would pause, kmowing what to expect, whargq\ua if

the English thought they were going to meot only paassive

rosistance, they would go ahead with their plane and the
result would be a fight agyhow, since many were in nﬁ mood
for passive resistance. He got his pledge throug ﬁhe
gonference unnltdreﬂ and then rushed a deputation to I:Haynooth,

usding the some-10p 5, e-giew aded—the-H grarony-f n-. u;
the "padsive rca:lsta.nﬁo" phrase and‘ got them to substitute 3
"thse Iriph people have the right to resist by cvery means that
ant with the law of God," o ‘oonfergnce decided
omﬁa&bf. should go to Washinzton f‘o‘prLseM

|

‘ase azainet conecription 449} the President ard

are consd
that the
Ireland 's
Congress of tho United 8tates, Dav sbt to work drawing up

the case ard XYather Tim Corcoran, 8.J.} #at in with him on
it. 1 spont i great deal of time in the Fational Library
fishing out mateyial to annotate the cage. It was unfinished
when Dev was arredted, as I showed in profass to the

pamphlet *Ireland'd\ cause against Gonsaription," by Bamon do
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As the members of the deputation filed out of the Mansion

House we put them into the waiting cars. When there wae only

- one car left we found to our diamay that John Dillen and

Tim Healy would have to share 1t. Well aware of the bitter

feeling that existed between the two men Harry Boland approach-

ed Tim and said: - '
*i'm afraid you'll have %o share a car with Ir Dillon.

1 hope you don't mind". - | :
“Well?.éald Tim "as the Yank said 'I can eat craw, but

I don't hanker after it'. I guess I've got to eat grow this

timeo wo

It was feared that the Bishops might counsel passive re-
slstance to maet the menace but their aiatement baiished these
fears. It éaid "The Irish people have the right to reaist"
by évery means that are consonant with the law br a».

Bvery sunday morning I went in to No 6 to have a look at
the mail. On one such morhzns I found a young man standing v
outside the door. He had a bicyole with a sack str pped on
the back of i%. As it had been raining heavily he was wet
through. When Joe Clarke the caretaker opened the door to us
the young man entered the hall and said he had cycled 45
miles from a village in Offaly. |

"tle had a meeting there last night" he sald "and we de-
cided to meet the menace'df oonaorlpﬁion by paasivé réaiqt-
ance and (Pointipg to’phe sack) they sent me in for a bag -

of bomhg."

11
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~Joe, without commenting on their novel idea of‘pFaa;ve
resistanoe, gravely explained that we had no supplies of
‘bombs ready to. handt?Stiaad the young man to get in touch
with the 1eadera of the Volunteers in Eﬂinderry. \ ;

Thae ﬂanslon House Confarence decided that the Ldrd layor
should‘go to Washington to present Ireland‘'s case gainst
conscription to the Presldent and Congraes of the nitbd
Statea. Dev sebt to work drawing up ‘the case and Fther Tim
Corcoran S.J« sat in with him on it. I spent a'greTt deal
Pf tire in the National Library fishing out material to
fannotate the case. The document was unfinished when Dev
: was arrested, as I'ghowéd in my preface to the pamphlét

l

; "ireland's Gase Agalnst Cnnaerlption. by Famon de Valera"
! published by Haunsel._
The Volunteers in goneral were hnping that the Pritish
would go ahead with their conacrlption'plana. They would have
.cheerfully faced a.figﬁt in which they would have theiback-
ing &f the whole Irish people, dbut there was a geaat deal

of misgiving when
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Tumours began to fly that the Voluntaera wou:m strike firet,
without givtng the Briush timo to ccmplete their conserlp-

tion plans, One day, I oalled on Hichaol Btairies, thon
Quartermaster Gendral, to sce about gotting ao_me. aj for
Woxford, A chance remark of his suggosted.that some astion
WA mzn:lnenﬂ . |
" “fmen 1o 4t to be?®? I asked,
"O0h, poseibly next week,"
"That'es ourdious,” I said, "Dev doesn't kn_fm ?.mr'b_hing
about 4t,°
“How would e know?*
"§ell, he's the Prosident of the Volunteer Council,
den't he?®
"1 know he io."

1 retasledthe conversation to Dev who, vexy g;ucﬁ ﬁar-
| turbed, eenj for‘cathal Brugha, the Chief of gtaff. The
latter damned the I.R.B., and went off to have a showdown

¥ith Colline ami=s

L

e atednan . If"mﬁr‘action had been mtendm.
it was called off. | |
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 CHAPTER XVII =

The Coneoription Act for Ireland was passed by
the Br sh House of Commnons on April 16tn, 1818.
he 1 Ia

closed thaeir ranks es0 ved to figsht

the unshot the Conscription Act was never anfogcfg__
and the will of the Irish paeoplta for the firat time
al oqt gentu and a8 ha

gralled .,

| For a few days before the cvent thare had been rumours
thpt wnaleaale arreete were to take place. Collins, who had
already aet up the nucleus of nis Intelligence ornanieation.

said that the arrests would take place on the 17th or 18th of
ﬂa&. The matter was discussed at thé-Sjnn Fein Executive and
ithas deoided that the mambere snould not go into hiding, or
reListarreet..but every memhén appolnﬁed a eubstitute. ,Onlthe
‘night of tho 17th, under pretence of the discovery of a Geormen
pzbt. the British Govornment. made nearly o nundred arreste.  They
1noluded Dev, Griffith and, indeed, nearly the whola Slnn Fein
Exaoutive, as well as many leaders of tne Voluntaera in Dublin
and throuahout the country, 1 thought I was on the list for
aryest.but 1°a46 not know it for certain till some six months
la%er. The following night,the substitute Executive for Sinn
Fein met,and 1 wasg aaked to take on the position of Dtreotor of

Elfotions dn addition to that of Publicity. Thereafter,began tha

|
|
|
i
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buglest perlod of my life, I worked o!.xt_oen to eaighteen-
hours a day, Sundays inoluded, for the next oix monthe.

There was an enormous lot of work to be done in setting up the
election manhlnex;y ard in writing and editing vast numbers of
handb iile a.nd pamphlets., I was lucky to enroll Frank
Gallagher for publicity, He was and is a 'p'rodig:l.ous worker,
patnstaki.ng and sincere and alreafy he had a vast quantity of
. publicity material ready for the printer, ;' ,Ha anﬂ 1 turned
o,t handbille by tho sooraL‘ :

1 entered Glousester jail eix months 1ater. and while the

election was »till throe weeks off, I wao able to give the
prisonors there an exuct forecast of the rosults o The
edit was not mine, It was in a large measure due to tho
9] iendid election scheme whiohtwas the work of James O'Mara
and Dan MoCarthy, and which wae based on o directorate system.
The Sinn Foin oxecutive for each, constitucnoy appointed a
anetituency Director of XRlections, who bocame .reapongible to
the General Direotor of Blections at Dublin Heaﬂquartarn.
Tha Constituency Director set up his gtaff. cunsiuting of five
s!ub-dxrectora in charge respectively of finance,organisation,
cgnvassiug. publicity and transport. This organisation wae
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wa':a‘ repeated in each geographical subdivision, risght down to
tho townland or streot, = Onoe it was sot up, it worked almoet
e clockwork, The raaponaibuity wag placged on a.n ‘

Sndividual and the old va::attous committee oyvtem, with ita
d vided rocponoibility and ‘endless talk, was aliminatm.
Every weok I received reporta fro one man in oach conatituency «
thsed on rep.c-wts from his mtemal._ organigation - ¢overing ail
the activities I have mentioned, vo that at any moment I had
only to glance at a page in a ponny copybook to ses how &
conet ituency stood., The iwork of sotting up this organisa-
tion waa' carried m'i‘h by four men witom I “salectw: 'Pa.ﬁﬂy Ryan,
J im Floud. Seumaa Boyle and Emon Donnielly, their arean
roughly cnrreapanding to thoae of the fnur Provinges, As wo
d¢id not know when the election would be called and, as time
wag all important, wo gave them eix weeks to get the Job done,
On their firat visit thay got the consbituency hoadquarters to
elect & director,instructed him in the scheme and paw tha'b
he appointed his staff. One day only was allotted for each
constitucnay. On his return visis, 1f the loocal Director

d not mate good, it wag undorstood he would be replaced.
Only in two cases was it neceasary to supplant a direc:tor.

The country was so enthusiastic that there was no lack of

a]orkara. In sddition to preparing the way for the eleotion
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by publicity. omneul.ng and colleoting the neccseary funds,
the mach:nory wvae belng set up to get tho voters te tho poll

to see that they were protacted by ggents ana aub-aaents

the polling bdooths, , .

Almost cgvery day, Jamos O'Mara ocame in. for a fow hours

anf his help and ougéeetion_g wore maluable. For instance,
when the araaniaera had got the mmhinery aot up, 1 thought
1 should make o genoral tour of fnspootion, but I feared
leaving heudquartera for so long.
‘W ." eaid James, "wo'll have the gomstituencios
come to you insteef, Don't write. Send ‘them wires,®

So vwires were sent to the various oanétituenoy directors
to attond at 6 Harcdurt Street on a certain day. James Was
rosponsible for the hocus pocus which followed, He would
maelis the Director ;a._ii the door, signalice he was to be quiet
and|lead himto a corner desk. The man, loarning he wae |
bre:Tmt ) Dubun mere:ly o make a ropert,; was invariably
indignent and then Jamas would eautton him to be quiet agatn
and would enable himto hear what was going.on at my deak, _
whuJa another Biro&tm_.- fased me, He woum ovorhear oome such
com‘ereaﬂon as this:

1: "Woll, letus se¢e now, You have all the sube
directors appointed, What sbout your canvann?“

Director: "Wa haven't started yet.
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"33y, how long 1s it since you were appointed?”
*Three weoks,"

"And you haven't even atarted your canvase?"

“Yell, wo only got the last of the éigtriot men appointed
yoéstorday . |
"Look here, do you think you've years to do this job?*
“Well, wo could start the canvass tomorrow,”

*You're losing t00 much time. Sond a wire and start

it today."

A1l right, sir.® _

“When do you think it could be camplafed?"

"Well, say & couple of'weeké.”.

“Tob long,"

"Maybe with a hell of a push wo could have it in ton
days," -

®All right. . I'n morking the date with a red line.
You'll give mo the figuraa by that date, Now let us get-on.
Finance: You'll want £700.
“Yag,." |
"How much have you got?®
*Well, we haven't «*
"Good God man! Don't say you haven't astarted, Vhy
thore are men who went through blood and fire to free Irsland
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and héra‘;};:u-‘fe'getting a ohance they navor got. ILook

‘here, do you want to keep on this job? . You can get out of

1t you know,

"Oh, for God's s‘ake.; sir, don't do that. Look, I'll
g6t the colleoctors out firet thing in thé worning., 1'1)
have that £700 ineide two weoks or die gotiing it. Give me
a chanco.®’ . ' | |

By thia ttme; of courue,..‘ram'e;'s ‘e friond was reduced to
8/ pulp, Invariadly ho appoaled to James to et him go before
taoins mo, promiving he would como baock .'m a week with a
fine repurt. but Jamoes wae adamant and t.ho poor man had to
o through the game ordca:l. as hie prodcoessor at my deek.
¥+ was wonderful how thla,\.vorked and the men went back
to their constituencies galvanized into amctivity and filled
with bu;'ning ardour to get the work done.’
A fow weeke after the Garman plot arreots, 0'Leary Curtis,
an’'old friend of Griffith's, came .to me with a strange story.
A fishermén. walking on the otrand in & remote region in Mayo,
had been hailed by a maLda boat who, spealkting with a

foreign acoent, had tolsthat there were a numbor of rifles
in a cave in the viecinity. The man in the boat then rowed

- A A
out to sea, The figherman went to the cave to inveat:lgateLaaw

the rifles there. He hurried to a man in tho nearost

v;tllage whom he know was connected with the Sinn Fein movement
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and told him the news, This man, without making any invea'bl-

aation on his own account, had como direct to Bublin t0 report
the matter but, owing to the arreeis, he. had beon unable %o
make any'contaot_a aﬁd he was sliv of coming to 8inn Yein heade
quartoers, -In the etrest he had met 0'Leary Curtis, whom he
knew, and had told him the story; giving him a eection of an
ordnance map on which he h&d mar_kéd the location of the arms.

I hurried off to Collins with the story and thc; map and a
few woeke later H'iok-told me they had got a few rifiéu. about
twenty. as well a9 some ammunition. in the place ind:lcateﬂ.
but he did not know what the emplanation WA

Shortly after this ovent, I had a mysterious visitor. She
waﬁ'a large, blonde 1a.dy. about thirty years old, She asked if
1 were Mr,. Brennan and, when 1 said I was, she 9aid sho would
11Ke to see mo alone. I nodded to mnm. who was in the
offiice, to .].eava us and when he ¢id so, tﬁhc locked the door, -
"I have to -bé cﬁi'eful,' she said, “I have.an important
MesonsCe 1 come from Geman haadqnartera in Bedwinw," Vm

F - - -

She mentioned her name and sald she wag the wife of a

]

welleknown supporter of Sinn Fein in Belfast, BShe asked if she
could be put in touch with the headquarters of the Volunteers.
1 told her I might be sble to do this but I should know more
about hor mission, Thereupon, sho opened a little oase she

.

had and set up a very smal:l. but powerful microscope., She
" extracted from beneath tha buokle. of her garter n tiny scrap of
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film, nat more than a quarter of an inch squaré. 8he put

" this on the plate and asked mo to look into the microscope and
read it, It was ﬁ_typewritten sheot of papor contdining foure
tee'm questions, m the strength of the Volunteors
in |Ireland, their armaments, their strongth in England, and so
ony The sixth, or seventh quostion was whether thé Volunteers
in London were in a position to destroy power plants and rajilway
Junstione in England., The documont etated that for every such
attompted act ‘of sebotage, the sum of one thousand pounds would
be paid, and for every suoh suoceauful attempt, the sum of five
thousand poundd. This otruck me as being so stupdd, that 1
Junped to the conolusion that my visitor was a British, and not
a J'crman agent; Ahyone should hava kriown that, at ‘tl_uit tdme,
wo 'were willing and anxdous to carry out all the sabotage we
ocould in Englmd and that money would not be an additionszld ine

Gugcement, Without o8y ing any taing, however, 1 went through
the wholo list of questions » making a mental note of them. The
lady then 014 mo ohe had & formula for a geeret ink, which she
wad anxious to hend over to the proper fereoz’i. 1 told her to
g0 back to her hotel and await a wmoseags from me.

1 roported that evening to Mick and I’ told him of ny
sugpicions. Ho #nid he would see the lady next doy and I

sont iicheal Nunan to conduct her to the house Hick had
sallccted for the meaung. ‘This partioular house had not been
raided up to thia tima, but 8 few days later it wage vieited
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a.nl&. thereafter, it was systematically raided every other-day.

course, this tended to etrengthen my auspie'ions. but when

1. next eaw Miok, ho told mo that the lady was a bonafide

ﬂélant of the Germans and that he was uping the invisible ink

ghe gave hinm,

Durlng this parioﬁ ‘though he wae vary much on the run, ‘
ry oamé bustling mtu the office nanrly every day. if only

for a fow minutes. Sesmo'b!.mes he wae diag;uteed 8o 8 ;priest

and
of

F

fle

he lnvaﬂ the masgquerade, He was alwaya in the haight
spirite and his coming in was 1ike a breath of fresh air.
hed a daesk but he never m& at 4t for more than & minute
two. He was veory much intereuted in meing that the |

r ight men = the Tighting men - wculd be seleoted for the

vardous constituencies, and 1 knew he e warking clomely

he

clo

with Kick on this-. il,iok_ al"ea came in now and again, but only
m;cl

it was nbsolutely ncoessary. He wore no disguise and
was always taking a chance for we all know the office was
ely watched, He wao an untiring worker. o matter

now| much he was on thé run, he was in his office at eight in

the

morning and he opened all the mail himself. 80 thorouzh=

going an intelligence officer was he himaclf, that he opencd

all|letters i_f?h:l_qh paosed thi‘ough his hands, whother §hqy were

for friend or foo, 1 remember that, at a later stage, Hiss

l
|
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bz, (Anna Kelly) made a bitter complaint because letters

itten to her by Frank Gallagher from Mountjoy Jaii, whioh
came by the underground route; had been opened by Mick., VWhen
I mentioned this to Tommy Dillon, heL?aid:

"¥ell, Mick is the Director of Intelligence, 1sn't.he?“

Whenever Mick and Harry wanted to attend a meeting of

the National Exegutiﬁe!‘the meeﬁing was not in 6 Harcourt
Street, but aoméwheré else., One such meeting was held ;n a
building at Croke Park, the Gaelic Athletlc Asscciation Head-
quarters. Mick and Harry werae neérly an hour late. Thay
had comafny.é’roﬂndabout route to aveid the police tbuta}

"Hurry up,'-aaid Mick, dominating the scene ae ho

entered., “Go ahead with fha agenda. Ve may have to get

out| quick,%

We raced through the agenda, but once or twice Mick

- held the business up because he d1d not like the decisions,

"1 thought you wanted the business done in a hurry,® said

the |Chairman, Alderman Tom Kelly,

¥

"I want t?e business done right," snapped Mick,

“Thie prdposal of yours," said Tom, is going %o mean a

terrible lot of work for someone. Who's going to do it}"

"I'11l do 1t," said Mick.

He was ready to take on any amount of work at an& time




' aﬁd he did 1t all officiently. ,

Tom vaid, jokingly: “That's ‘righ‘b, we '.11 leave it all ‘
to| the gunmen.® ' | '

The term gunman" wan balng used by everybody , themoelves
included. to hzdioate the Volunteer Chiefa. or thoaa who
boligved in plws:loul forecs. The speaker had meant the remark
ina oomylimmtary sense, but Mick wap on his feot,

“over mind that! I won't stand for any Jeerina ramarks
about the ?olunteei'u. They know what they ‘re about and thay'll
dn:}t’hé work assigned to them, Thay-débe_i'va something better |

than chesp sneors,”

He pretendod to be in a towering rageg W&v

"Keep your hair on." said Tom Kelly, "thero 18 no one
aneering ot ths Volmtears s OF anyono ©1l86,"
‘ Hick was on hio faot again. but he was 1nterrupted by a
young man who came in hurried]y and whinpered semet.hing t0
him, ' '
"All right * sam Hick, and beokonaa to Hlarry. He
turned to the Chaiman'
"I'm sorry, Tom.twe have to get out,®
As Niok and Hnrz/went ont, still whisperi to the:

*"':wwp)-“(' CTIV SNV W‘;\-OW— } nans ’(W M' l ‘
e Rty J’umpad- up-and-exidr J L 2
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“Lot's break up the meeting,.®
Wyt aslzed Tom, cool.y.
“Tho - police must he noming.
*Wall, lot them come,.®
"But they ‘il take us all,” _
"Sure they will,® said Tom, "next hua%u&w W
The buainea_a procecded for a while and |fmwo whispered
to|me: o o
"Fould they think bad of me if 1 left?® |
"llot at all," I gaid and I turned to the Chaiman. s I
hne 40 go. Ian't that all right?“ |
. "ghre 4t 13,* vaild Tom, go ahead.”
. Gdilra got up, bowed awkwardly and left. The rest of
the busineas occupiled' nearly an hour but the police .d:l.t'\!ﬂ (not

come and thoro wae no sign of thom as wo were leaving. -W
came in to me next day. He wag very much abaghed, ,

"¥hat 414 they eay about mo?® he aoked, |

"Not & thing.® |

“You despise me, don't you?"
' "3904 Lord, no, not at al1,

job ¢ oan't help i%," he said, "when 1 got ln a panio 111:3
that, I have to Tun avay ™ '
"Sure you have,® I said. “ If tho rost of us don't run

| aﬁwqy, it's bYeoause we haven't got the gournge to,
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e sald ho 9ould be oy friend for life.
Haryy qame in ono day with a lettor he had reeetvad fram

AuLtln 8tack, wvho was in Belfast Jail. It was to the offesct

if wvo did not have a oand;date for leix or 0ffaly, he

- would suggest that ws should put ferward tho name of a young

fellow who oame from the area and who wag, at that time, aleo

in Belfast Jail., He was o lawyer named Kévin'O'Higgins ang

hewvap a nophew of Tim Héalj. None of us had ever heard of

0'Higzins but when the Leix Director of Elections camo up 0

eael, m
and 2

viow

1life Py

e, I oold him the idea aftor considerable peraﬁauion
r. 0'ligeins reccived the nouination and the meat. In

of later developments, it secmed ironie that but for

Austin Btack, Kevin 0'Higgins might not have becn in public
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| © CHAPTER XVI1iI

America had enterod the war g he atated
principle that its outcome should ensure solf-

dotermination for all nations great end small,
Tha British had %illy nil . pledged themselveg
4 rin Th rish now olt %

. L A paragraph in the newspapers onc day, concerning the
searcity of eilver coino of certain denominationos in England,
put an idea into James ¢'lara's head, '

1 "Look here,“ he-said, "we'll make England ahell out

; si}ver to ue, Get your men in the country to whieper thera [ N

a éilver shortage coming.,  The people will draw silvor- from

the banks and atow it away. - The Engliah will have to send
| ‘F

silver over to gave the. banks.
i

| So the word wont out. The result amazed us. Vithin two

l

wagks tnere was.a aerioua ailver ahortage alL over Iraland The
banks announced that large quan*xties of eilver coin had been .

uent in from England but these,alao,quickxy vaniahed. A week

. laTer, it looked a8 if business waa soing to be paraxyaad because

of |[the scareity of silver, So we deeided to dall off tne dogs
i . - .

anq,in a few.daya,everythinghwne normal agaih. I asked Jamee
whi he had d0ne this, "It's no harm to tny out everythsng,
ho paid, and aﬁdedz 3o 1ong as - you don't let it got out of

controd."
i

1

t
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%hen late in Juno, I returned from the Cavan bj«eiaction.
which we won easily, I was able teo show O'mara that the
rgoult apﬁraxima.tad very closaly to the roturns we had had
from the constituoncy and this meant that, if our other
i'eturna wero oqually accurate, we would sweep the country

in the Genoral Eleotion. | _
4 “That's right," said.Jéﬁc.a'.. "the electionh in as @£oods
ag won, And," he added, "the Germans are 1dsing the war,”
“Think po?" |

!‘Ygs; The Ame;ricana. are only gzbti_;xng-iﬁto thedr
stride.” - - C ‘
fle went out, but he came back n a few minutes and
agked ; ;.
"¥hat next would you do if you had won the alection?®
"Got a couple of men over to the Continant to‘ﬁrepuo
the way for our being heard at the Peanco Conferenco,”
"ow much would 3t cost?®
They would have to stay an indefinite time, one
in Geneva and one in Paris or tho W 84y £1.6Q0 each,.”
In the afternoon he came in and laid a 1oona1£r-tied
paper parcel on my desk,
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“There's eightcon hundred poundb in English banknoten
that," he said, ' .
ile pnlleﬁ an old biack cotton alnve from hia pocket,

|vas bulging and heavy.,.

“There are two hundred sovercigng in that,” he said.
1at mokes two thousand, Cet your two meu out and tell
one where you got this monay «"

. Hélgave me a sideleng, quizzical look, turned on his

heal and want aut.-

I got down to the problem at once. I had $to Tind

two men who could get out and who could, without carrying

any documents, present a convincing olaim as to wiy

Ircland‘'s case éhould beo odnaidered by the Pence Conference,

_Thé problem of gotting the two mon out was a difficult

one; any chanaa of getting passyarta in the usual way

wvae out of the queation. ¢ oonsulteﬁ Frank Gallagher,

He
he

t0ld me that Rory ¢'Connor had a blank passport which
nad had forged the previous year. Iie brought me

this, but when we examined it, we decided it would be

dangerout to use it ae 1t was mot suffictently convincing.

Paddy Sheehan. at that timo de Valara's secratary,

suggested that P.S..O'Hegarty would be a eoad man o send '
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out, I asked Pee if he would go and he sald he would.
think 1t over. | , _
On .the following day, Harry sent me word that Hick
Collins wanted to oco me that night in Gavan Duffy's house,
1 went along and was surprised to find that, in addltibn
to Miock, there were present Harry, P.3. O'Hegarty and
' Paddy Shechan. - Wick lost no timo boating sbout the bush.
He|sadd: - |

"PoBe tells mo you want him %o go to the Continont,”

*That'g rigﬁt.ﬂ . |

"o preparé f&r'tha Peans Conferance,®

"Exaotly " .

"Well, I think that'v nonsense and ho agrees.®

"1 don't think it's. the timo," aaid v.3, |

“H&Q are yﬁﬁ going to financo them?"

"Well, P.S. probably told you."

“He said you had two thousand pounds. Vhere did
you get it2" ‘
"1 can't tell you that,"
"How do we know but it came from an énamy?”
"You'll have to ﬁake my word for that, I know the

man| is a friend,”
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*Yhat 's the nurﬁtery about then? ' Why ocan't ydu tell us
his name?" | |

“He asked me not tol.“

"That's very funny,”

"I don't th:nk it 'e funqv 1 don_!t .ls:no_w vy ;yan _asked'

me to comd down hera. 1f P.8, won't go, I'll havé to geot
someone 0lee.* .

. Don 't you f.hink the Hation&l I?.xeoutiva should have
something to say to this®® He turned to Sheehun o *Thg
Exeoutive hasn't conoidered 1t?® |
"Ho." said Bheehan. L .o

ot § A1 ouraous.“ na:ld mok.' "that you naven't brought it
before the Bxooutive,” ' :

“Net at all,” I eaid, “it'as Juet wha'tq:.rlou would do in
" the oircumetances,. It will provably take mé.a couple of-

- months. to got my men and have things in ship.ghape for them
tp go. 2 will then report to the Executive and I've no

doubdt I'1l get tyeir sanction, If ] reported it now, ﬁhe
whole thing might got out and then the scheme would fall
dowmn,*

“ho gave you the mhqy?“ : _

"Lifoton, Hick. There's ne use in you going on like

this, 1'm not going to tell you or anyone olse.”
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Harry spoke for the firet time.

*Look hers, Bob,® he said, “Hick th:lnke, and we agree
th him, that we want the money worsa for guns.

#Is that it I agked Hiﬂk.

“Jure, what clsa?" _

*Foll," 3 oaid.!"you. can't ha.ve‘:lt. 1 got the money
r & gartain nurpoee and u's going to be used i’ar that
rpoae,"” |

"'J.‘his $o God damn mnsonse." said Hick,

_ "Another thing,” 1 v:ent. on, ".’tf you want f.o. you can

at‘ap thio, I Imow that., But. AL you do, I'11 give the

monay back,®

They argued wlth me for over an hour. without getung

w further, and then Harry said:

ar

fr

"What's thoe use? He's not going to 31?0 1:1. Lot him

Jmvo his God damn Peace Conferonce. Come on and have a

{nk o ¥ |
o tlﬁa folloim;g "evening , to foté‘atall any ropercusvions
om thio meesing, 1 féportéﬁ my plan %o the Ixebutive and

askad them to refrain from seoking any detalls t411 I had the

plen roady. ‘rheur agreeﬂ.

A fow days z.atar. Frank Galleghor introduced me to a man
n. he thought. would £i1X the bill as ono of our amisear:lee.
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.
1 hall call the man Jean Chrintophe(.} | I'nad miévm'him vy
repute as a scholar, Hie father hadé coma from the oontinent
: tq Ireland at an early age, and had: spent hio life in Dublin
ina prof_esa:lonal capacity. 1 -fqnnd that Jomn vas axtramely
shy , sensitive and sor ious m:'.nded; He was wholae-haartedly
on the side of Sinn Foin and 1 found ho was aleo extremely
well informed on the ,gt;aotion.' I agreed w:ltﬁ Prank that

he was the right' man , partieula;zly an he could epeak several

European languages and. above al:l.. ‘necause ha was in a better
po 11;10:1 to gat oud than anyone clsc, It aee&ned that Arthur
Be)four had taken an interest in his work on ancient latin
and Greek -annscripts and that they correspamled from time to
t : e. He anticipatad ha wou].d have little ditriculty in
getting Balfour's help m aacuring a paseport. ostensib)y to
pursue hie otudien ‘m Parie and Rome. IAgave him a great_
deal of material bearmg on Ireland‘'s eaae for indape:ﬂence :
and aaked him to atwy it o0 'bhat. he could aftermrde write
an appeal to the Peace conferonoe on the subject. _

" I had occasion to see Mick the fouowing daay . 1 todd
him| 1 had found onc man to' go to the oonti‘nenf and 'I agked
hin| posntblank 1f he would put any diffioultics in tho woy.
“Not at all,” said Mick, and asked who he was, I told
ntal _ k
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"ot me see him before he goes," said iick, I said 1

would and I arranged the meeting next doy.

to

A dai.v or two later, 1 acoompan:lad ¥rank to his digs again
s@6 Joan Christophe, The latter told us he had seen Hick

‘ anf.ll then he asked me‘thin gquestiont

*if any instructions I get from Mr, Collins out aoross

yoﬁra. what am I to do?®

I agked him what he meant,
"Your inetructions,” he said, Pare ‘that I am %o enlist all

the haip I oan in the cause of Ireland, to find out whore the
Pedce Conference ia %0 bo, to try and influence by lettors

" and mtervim rapresentatives of other nations at tho Peace

Conference with a view to having Irelsnd ‘o representatives
cdmitted. Now Hr, Collins hao asked mo to do as faollows:

1f
) {

I find therc is no chanee of Ireland 's volce bodng heard ,

to write a letter $o him to sgy there is no chance and to

advice & Rieing in lreland as a demonstration to impremss the "

Peace Conference.”

Frank and I were dunrbfounded, but we both impressed on

Christophe that ho waa to carry out his first duty. Ae to

the second, so far as weo ware_c‘ohcerneﬂ. he was %0 use his

own jwdigmont,

I 316G not see Chrintophe again till the Spring of the
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following year when 1 had i'eturned:from Gloucenter Jall,

One day I was pitting in my office 4n Harcourt mrea#. deap

in

conversation thh a vigitor, Cathal Brugha came in and{

entered a little room off mina, which he aometﬁnes uged,

Someone else came in andwent mto\ the same room ahortly after".«

1 did not notice who it was but, aome]time later, tho same

person retumed and passed oloae to my deak. Something 1n

hig apyearance eaught oy attention. He sseamad %o be in a

4
Chx

@. As he want through tho ﬂoarway, 1 oaw it was Jean
{gtophe. 1 gob up and went to tho door but alresdy he had

vanished down the stairs., 1 went into Eru,gm’a afﬁ.aa..

of

he

 “Wag that Jean Chriatophe‘?“ 1 aaked.

Brugha glowered at ma. ‘

"1t was,” he said, “what about him?*

*Wnat about him?" I asked, rocalling come loud voices

a fmv mmutea sarlier, "you vera having a row with him.*

" "¥hy not?" said Bruaha. *the fellow ie an English agent-. )
“He'a nothing of the kind.' I sadd. |
"Ho ," said Brugha, suornfully. "mwbe you don't know vhat
did. He had the cheek to write ‘from Paris to say thore

mﬁn no chance of our being heard at the Peace Conference and

that the only thing for it was s Rising.”

®Well," I said, "he got dnstructions to do that very
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thing from colltns.

"And mt right hase Collins to give matruot:lonu like

that, Thie 1o th.is damn l.R.B. again.*

“That's not the point,% I said, "tha_pdiﬁs- 4e that Jean

- Chriotophe was mérely oarry'ing‘ out his Mstﬁatiﬁné'm you-'ve_:
_ ng right to oall him an English agent.” -

"Haven's 1? Who but an Englieh agent would write a

lgtter like that?® - |

"But, Collins told him to do 48,"

"And. what right had Colline to do that?®

And 80 it went round a.nd rouna in a oirole.

I mntad %0 g0 and seo .'rean chriatopha but 1 4id not

kmow whore I could find him, Next da;y, howsver, Frank

Gallagher oame in ana, iold me that Jean Christophe vae in the

deptho of deipair'b'ecause Brugha hnad *o'a.:'l.:lqi him an Englioﬁ

agent. Mo fearedhe might be shod., 1 told Prank of my
conversation with Brugha and I undertock to see Hick., Miok,

however, dismigacd the whole thtng with a wave of his hand,

*To hell vm: him." he. aam. | '

*Wast, now, luek. I gave Jean chrzotophe gertain

dstructions. You gave him others, He c_arrietrl\‘:ut_ my
lqaﬁructiona all right, So I've been told, He carried lou'b
&oLarc too."® | |

"He bungled the whole business,” said Xiock,
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“How?" _
"over mind,® . |
"Do you know," I naid, that Christophe is in despair,
*ihét he's afraid hetll ﬁa shot because Brugha called him an
_Engliah agent?® ( ‘ o

*Brugha 1g talking through hio hat, And teil that
bloody fool there's mo fear of hle beinz shot,*

"Couldn't you tell him that?® |
ﬂx*va'ﬁiéntyia do, 'éo to helll®

TI roported this conversation to Prank and ho wont off
to|see Dev, but the latbter refused %o intorfore.

Joan Chriatopha 1eft Iralangl;gjfar as I now he never
eama back.,

- Late one Sunday night a visitoy arrived at my house after
I had gone to bed and I had to got up to receive him. It

wag Eamon Donnelly, our election organiser for Ulster. He
had heard that the National Excoutive hed decided to allow
certain constituencics to g0 by dofault, constituencies in
which there was such a strong Unionist vote that wo nad no

' chance of winning. The moment he had heard this he had set
ouJ hot foot for Dublin to see me.

He sald the policy of not vonteoting overy seat was all
wrong. If we wore to preaent our case to the Peace Conference

- wo should be in the position of giving that body the ontire




iy

405

" Irieh voto for the Republic. Ve could not do that if we

denscd the Republican voters of any constituency the right to
votls, | Horeover, wa would by .implication be conceding to the
Unionist faction the right ¢o rule a seotion of the' countyy
which should be gubject to rule bty .'bha wizcle Irigh nation,

1 told him that the dogision of theo Emecutive had boen
taken because the ML&::‘. the Undondalf hold seats wowld

O ran into anny meuaaxids of pounds, that there was no chance at

all that tho funds gould bo Paised losally and that tho cost
would foll on o Hatdonal axgontivo vhode exdhequer vae
alroady axea%ively strofued, .
W argued far more ﬁhsm an hour and, fsnml.‘ly. namem
won, a8 I know all the tine. he would. "1 told him thad I
vould not only bring his plan befero the Ixecutive but that I
would back it for all I was warth.i |

on the following night I rajsed tho quoetion and after
hoi of qabata and in wpite of tha moot violent oppoaition
(mainly on financial grounds) the proposal to contcst overy

seat waa carricd.

20 moet Iricimeon, the partition of the. country wae and 4o
a hateful things To Donnelly, it wae more than that, 1t
was nothing lews than monetrous that an Irighman should not be
freo to travel in his omn country, north, east, west and

Fa
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-nwtﬁ: without let or hindrance. FProm 1920 whken the partition
of Iram wag firat effected to the day of his doath, Zamon

| 'Donmeuy worked day and n:lght to r:lsht this wrong. In 1931.

I think it vas, I eaw him angrily face hig old friend, de

_ ‘Ea era, at & Pianna Fail AraFhoie in the Haneien House on this
© fegue., e, thought that Dev was not moving fast enough in hia
. an aavonr to ond tho monatrnnity of the paruuoned Irish

Ra :lon.

I am not one of the foolioh people vho think that
partition has any future, I think it will end wsooner than
noat people imagine, It s, as Donnalti .he:ld. ; monstrosity
abﬁ in nations, as in nature, monstroeitics are short lived,
When 1t 48 ended and the unity of Ireland has been aghigved,

I I sure that the contridbution RBamon Donnelly made towards

- that ond will not be forgotten, Il -

' Brmna:l?y was onoe of the qu:lol:oat witted men 1 have knovm
1 have h_aard and could give many examples of thie t:azt of
his. I will give im:ly one, There wae a monster demonstrae
tion in Ennias on the anniversary of de Valera's draxﬁatio
arrest there by the Froo State forces. There were pesple from
eva‘r_y ceupty thers. Donno:lgr’ and 'I were otrolling through the
ptreeta and 1 introduced him to a lot of people, including
three Wexfordmen, two of whom were lame. The third had a
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slight limp. Donnelly ﬁuxnea to me and said: _
~“Every bloofy one of these Wexfordmen is lame beoause
their granﬂfatharh worg wounded in 1798,°

| on Hovember 11th, 1918, the eoreaming of eirens and the
poaling of the ohimos of Christ Church Cchadra; announced

the armistice. As if at a sigznal, Grafton Stroet besame

.-beLeckeﬁ by Union Jacks, Crowds of meparation women - the

women who wexe draming poeparation :allowances becauss their
hnrbanaa rore in the British forcog = gourea inte the atreots
and formed procceusions headed bj the Union Jack: In o
little while it becane, less an exprésalon of thankfulnees for
peace. than a jingo éempnstratiop againat‘ﬂinn'ﬂein Dublin,

A Lenéa orowd, einging Britioh war songe,; colleoted in front
of'81nn Pein hoadquarters and attacked the building. The
police made faint-hearted efforts to disperse.the mob, which
grew larger by the hour. In %he avening, rodnforoad by 5“4uﬁ}
hundreds ra-gF oiely, they attempted to
sat firc to the bullding. A ceotion of tho third Battalion
of the Volunteers whs calledugut Yo dofend the building and a
very lively fight ensued. The Volunteors saved the building
and extinguiqhed the fﬁ:b. beating back the attackors, A

few companies of British military then came along and cccupicd
tho otreet. ‘
Hoxt dqﬁqmy offico was a wreck, Though I was on the
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third floor, every window had becn smashed and the placoe was

miserably cold. My files werc scattered all over the floor
and 'trnuipled on. A8 I was trying to réatore some gort of
ordor n.nd, at the vame tima, take 4n the contento of the
ing mau. Seumas O'Kell.y case in, When oriffith had been

I:uted. Seumas, who way tho Bdisor o-f the Leinster Leader,
had come up from Naas %0 edit Griffith's paper, though the
doctors had warned him that Dublin was dangerous for him
because of the condition of hie hea:t'. Beumés wae in great

digtress, He had Just come through Grafton Stroot vhere, ho

» tho Unfon Jaoks fiying from the top winfows wera @0
huge that they s'lapped- the paaserasby in the face,
*I thought 1'd nover again see the like of that in
Duhlin after 1016," -
To distract his thoughts, I gave him a bundle of draft
handbille which a correspondent in Tipporary had sent ma.

Thay were very etriking and Jouriously worded. Harry came

bugtling in, giving an amusing and higaly exoiting asoount of
his hand«to-hand encountors of the night befora in the defence
of the office; BSowsas enjoyed the rocital, He then handed

" me one of the handbills and waid:

"This fellow muat have been reading Vhitman."
He then mads a curious sidelonz movemont and placed his
hand on the table, oloming hie qves. I jumped up.
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*1s there a!nyt_hing wrong, Soumag?® I acked, _

"1 'm all right,” ho muttered between alenomwﬁé_ath,
Harry ran gver. and caught him in his arms as he went -
sliding to the floor., He.wus unconseious bub breathing
heavily, The ambulance came and took him to the hospital
where ho died during the night, | |

| In the afternoon, I went out to sec and condole with
Seumas 0 'Sullivan, fhe poot, who, at that time, was 8631l
working in his chemist shop in Rathwmines, I knew that he .
was Beumas O'Kelly 's closeat friend in Dublin, We -ta“lkaﬂ;

£ our desd friend and we both cried without shame,’

Q
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Une day aboﬁt three weeks before the election, I was

wovking on & huge pile of letters on my deak, when the door

Op?ned nnd a tall man, whooe sinistor face seemcd femiliar, -

: 1o?ked 1n. He was breathing fast, as 1f he had run up the
at%irs. Micheal Funan, who was working at another desk.
logked at tho man and said aloud:.

l' "Geman e ® | : _

The man, Wwhom I now raoogniaed as Tharton, one of the

most aotivh_of thequman. entered tha room and olosed the

ing some of the papers on it.

"What's up?*® 1 asked,

'E o gave me a side long, jeering look, but did not reply.

_Juaf then, one of the girls from the lower office ran in,
crying: - ‘ ‘
|

| _ , ,
I the aaw the Geman and-backad out leaving the door oepen. .

Acroos the landing I could eed anotner Geuman in the opposite

i -

i
i
!
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dOOf behind him. He came over to my deak_and startet examine
|
|

“There's a raid, ur. Brennan. . They're all over the -°.
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ropm, Vharton went over to him and they hold o whispered
oo-nveraatim. ' Them he roturned to ma,

"Your name ic Bronnan,” he said,

5?33.“ _

He wont ovor to a map on the wall and pointed to Wexford,.
Do you know this area?® he apked.

"4 1ittle," I roplied, '

“No one ia to leave this room,” he gald and went out,
Do you think ho's on to you?" asked Hiemal.

ot at all,® I replied. I wasn't unsagy a2 I hed been

och:lng guite openly to the place every day for war si‘s
months anfl, 4f I hmibesn wanted, they could euaﬂy have ptcked

mI up at an;y timo, XYy appointment %o a poasition nt Sinn

Pein headqum'tara had been no scoraed aa tho Waxrora carpomtsan
fcl;r gomo atrm;:ge reaaon « the majority of the mmnhers bai.ng

t4.3inn Todn = had pmbeﬁ a regolution congratulating me

ozl& the fact and this had been pudblished in the Dublin papoers.

“You wouldn't think of trying the Toof?® aaid Micheal,
“That might work," 1 gaid, "if thgy had notd saen me

_hTre, but I's sure thero's nothina to worry about,"

i in a few moments mmrton oame baok with lnspestor 3&:&1’-11.
g thin k we want ycm," aaid the lattar.
. "For what?? I asked. '

"Hever m:lnd_ ‘_’ he oaid, "come along.®
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%3 think you are making a mistake,® I said, but without

w sovition. >
¥1 supposc you are aware that I an the Dircotor of

Bleotions and that «F
"Shut up,” hs =aid and pushed me out of the room,
Kichoal ran after us with my hat and ceat, Whan we reached

tho etroet, ﬁhay hointed me into a covered loxry and Smith,

ton and anothor detcctive clambered in. The otaff had
al};aesembled on the front steps and Joe Olarke, tpe Qarcs
taker, called for n okeor for me, which wag heartily given.
A number of people came running fr&m the direction o0f Stephen's
Gréan. goma of them shouting inprecations at the Gemen. BSome-
onchurled a stone which gtruck the side of the Jorry and 1 saw
a man in handigrips with two uniformed policemcn.

"They 'ré getting rough,? said one of the Gemen, draving

hig revolver. ' | |
"About time," I sadd. | .
The third Geman turned to facé me, an ugly sneer on,hgm
lipw. 7 . S
"You don't think they'd hurt ug,® he said,.
"I don't know about you,” I eaid,"out I wuulﬁnft liks to
bet| on tho chanoes of your two friends here,"® ’

"Shut up,”® said Smith, glowering, and I thought it wise

%o Fake his advice.




i 4

461

1 did not mean to be prophetic but WVharton and Smith
were both shot down in the strects within a few months, the
latter fatally.

Aftor a few hours 4n a groy, dark cell in theﬁridewell.
I was removed to Arbor Hill Prison where, as I ghortly
discovered, I was the only eivilian prisoner. All the othors

wore soldiers belonging to various regiments. I heard them
belngz paradod in the hall outside my oell and marched out.

I found out from the COrderly that every day, loaded with full
kit, they were brought on route marches through the country,
as| part of their puniéhment. I had been in the prison a
couple of hours when a young lisutenant, with a wisp of a
moustache, oame to my cell and told me I was allowed to wmake
for half an hour each dqy. if I so0 wished, and that I was to
have half an hour's open air exercise saoh day, but if IA
atéampted-to speak %0 any of the other prisoners the axorcise '
permit would be cancelled, The young man seemed extremely
bored,

| *Where am I to smoke," 1 asked.

"You ¢an como slong naw;" he said and led the way to a

reqeption room near the front entrance. It was acroge tho
haﬂl from the room whare, four years earlier, I had intexrvieéwed
my brother-ine-law, Jim Bolger, _

The officer gave me my cigareﬁtas » everything had been
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romoved from my pooketa in the Bridewall e and 1 ani:aa nim
to| have ona. He declined to take it but helpad htmalt to
o-n of h1Q own, I stood at the window hokins out on the
nt yard and entmaoa gate and w tnlkod s Or rather I talkaﬂ,
though ho was oivil enouzh, I found it hard %0 drag a word
out of h!m. For his odification, I tom ham that tho prison
e/were in had had an association with Irien mbaln for at
le st a oentury and o quarter nnd that Robert Bamot haa beon
00 lned thore,.
l "llow jolly," ho eaid,
! Thus oncouraged, I procosded to give him somo more iteme
of Dublin history, dut ho was not renpaﬁslﬂ. 1 changod tho
eu\JJeat and aokod him how he likad the Fhoenix Parks
"Rather Jolly,” he thoughbs |
I advizod him to take advantoge of hio otay in Dublin and g
to jpeo tho musoum, gartaonwly tho gold ommante. gome of
umnh datod baock to tho ninth oentury.
*How Jolly,® he nalﬂ. .
It began .to davn on ho ihat he was not giving mo and my

subjeot tha attention that ms noegevnary ang I thought he
might be in love or methmg. I asked ni.m how he had liked
Praheo and I know the anewer before ho had given 18, It
wag rather-.som.. | o
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beauty of the Thames at Richmond, of Kew Gardons and Epping
aet, - I evan dragged in the Dovon Tors and Hdem Fhilpots

-1 went on talking. 1 opoke of BEangland and Franois
pmpson and Shelley and Henley, of the Sussex Downs, tha .

Fo

the Iele of Wight, Did he not think them beaubiful?
AJ0lly: good," he waid,
1 refused to be discouraged and kapt oen, % spoke of

madrigale and catches, of maypoles, coffee-houses and Dr,

Johnson., X lemonted the passing of the uta@aceachf

Suddenly, out of thc blue .sky, came the resark:

at

“1'q rather like to go to Ruesia,?

that particular moment was not oxactly a pleasant place.

Red armies and Yhite armies and allied armies ware making

havoe of the plaace, |

"Wyt 1 asked,
%1%t would be Jolly," he said.
S0 1 talkegof Russia, of the Czars, of the Jteppes and

Siberia, of Mackensen's brilliant otrategy at the Magurian
Lakes; of the Ukraine and Kurdietan, I told him of o book
written by an American on a journey he had made from Halfa -

t

ugh Asia Kinor and Persia and up through Turkestan. He

did|not appear intorested, so I switohcd dack %o literature

+

and | the arts, Had he 'xfemi Dostioveky? He had not.

1 was so gsurprised that I almoet stopped 'ta:l.kirig. Rusoin

463

1]



e

464

" Purgeniev, Tolatoy and Maxim Gor’kilbrgugh‘b no awakening of

tnterest. I spoke of the ballot, of Pavlova and Kareavina,

1 Len tried s fecblo joke about the last mentioned lady,
saying that oho really came from Cahirciveen and spoke Ruasian
wi’lhh a Kerry accent and ‘that the stage name she had taken -
Caherciveena - had boen changed by the Ruasiang to Karsavina,
4 ’thought ho would say it was jolly funny, dut ho didn't,
Finelly, when I had eaid everything I could think of regarding
Russia, I acked him point blank why he wanted to go there,

"1t would be jolly to get out of this hole,” he vaid

end looked at his watch, He had let me aemoke for an hour

and nad not bothered to notice that I had transferred peveral
cigarettes and matohéA to my pocket, ‘

In the exoroise ground, noxt day, I had to walk to and

fro on a cinder path. Iy guard was the original sergeante

mla,jor’type. In an open shed near by, several military

priconers were ad work dutting up timber for firing. Thay

were curious about me, but gautious, Tho one nearest my path
a horrible scar on hio face and neek, as if ho had been

ﬁneﬂ by acdd, ‘After three or four turns, I approsched

my sargeant-majot.f

*This walking up and d&vm is a silly bﬁaiﬁeaa;“ I said,

"You walk up and down with mo and we can talk."

Heo fixed me with a belligorent eye, |
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| "You cmy on'.-," he anid and‘added » 80 Gn 'a.ftertl;cught_.
“or you can £0 b:wl: to your cell,."

‘l‘ha priaoners grinned and X retumaﬁ to my path, At

the western end, it led past an iron-barred gate. leadi.ng 'bo
ge grass plot with a fow treaa. On the othexr side of

this plot beyond tm priaon wall, 1 could see a faw housea

1like artisans' dwellings. 1 wondercd whather the pauple who

lived in thosze housas were with us, Aftor a while, my

s rgeanﬁ-ma.,j@r went over to talk to the guard who was 1n

z.arge 'of the military prisoneras., Ag I passed noay the .!:;anch

where 'scarface! worked I dropped a cigarette and whan I

turned at tho end of tha path I saw 4t had diaappearaﬁ. A

1 ca.ma baek asam I heard the old familia.r prisoner 'a

, ﬂ?ieper:

"fou're a toff, Got a match?®

On my next journey, I dropped a couple of matches and I

no_tzced doén the line of the priau_naré a quickening a‘f'
intereat. I hmd' mado up my mind that I had loat my freocdon
0o ugl_my and that I should use aﬁoh materia.'l. ag wx'wf at hand
to try an escape. When my half hour wag up, My guard came
aver. - , -

”sze tc go m.“ he said.

“I.ook here,“ 1 said to him, nodding tovmrda the iron

El
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éstL, "will you teoll m;e why thnt: plage 1o 101:&6& up?®
"My do you aek?® : N
"néeause,”.'x said, ?1%e an iq& thay dug .é grave in
thera for ine._." _ |
. "Nineteen sixztcen?" he asked.

-"Yaa." I said. “woro you hero then?®

"1'11 ehow yon somathmg,“ he aaid and pulled ﬁ'm his
p:Tket a whistle on a chain. _f'Pea.rae (he called it Perrsc)
gavo

mo that, Come here, You can gce from the gute where

_thdy are burfed, I was here at the time."

He pointed to a distant corner of the plot, but I could
see nothing only the gi'ean 'égasa. i know, of oouré.'e.. that

_they had 8l been dead before being brought o Arbar 41l but

-,

X Fofrained from asking how a dead man could have given him
th_I shigtle, Vhen 1 got back to my cen; therce was avidencoe
that my friends had ‘disoi:v'erea my wherosbouts, There was a
fgant+in® dinner on a tra‘y with o cloth. but thauah ) ¢

ahed every morsel of f00d, thors wau no sign of a meanage..

Abput an hour later, the orderly opened my cell door and told

meI there woo a visitor for me,

"Who 13 1t?% I asked.
“Search me,” he sald, He. i;rought mo %o the end of the

carridor whore my young licutonant was waiting,
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| "Felld 8o :ln here." he eam. amtng me tnto 8. larmr
ang’ airier aall, ' "
*Who is t.lze fiuter?" 1 a:ked.
'Ha commltad o snp of papw,.
“Youna Brennan." he aam.
1 was about to correot his pronunoiation when ’Gna came
dn, 1ook_1ng very th!n and pale, ller fourth baby wae only &
:jv waeka 0old., Ny young lteutenaut very kindly walked to .
othexr ond of tho oell aad turned his back, Sho told me
le had found out whero I vag after endleas anquir:l.es all day
‘ all night and that Countase Plunkett, findtns ner almoat
sted from the searoh. had maiated on drivlng her around
a2 cab which was waiting outame. uaﬂng mned to set
information from the po:l.:lea. er at any of tha muatary B
racke, she had ﬁnany called on lta.ior Priend at h:n 0ld
adquartera and he had parmitted the vzait. ~ Bho brought no
some clcan underwear and a suitcase, fearzng x might ba
d porteﬂ. 1 tried to reagoure her on th!.s point, but I knew'

my voice carried no oonvieunn. Bafore we realiae&,the

interview hadbegun, it was over and she had gone.

Bext day, 1 tried to mréhar my plansfor esaape. Passing
the wood shed, I dropped a few more cigarctton and, as my
sergeant.nnjor conversed with the othar guard, I drew nearer

d noarer to the wood shed in my peregrinations, :

-



466

“Aw nm?" agked acarface nnﬂ ag 1 rotnmed again and
m 1 told him what 1 had heard from the ordarly that thare

ml an’ idea they muld be all aant ‘to Rusein,

*Ghy? ¥

*They re senai_rna a lot of troopo %o ?luaaia’."
‘ 'an ,

#To atop tlm revolution.

Ao f‘iah‘b?"

%0f gouree,”

The uorxverga‘bun had ¢0 bo recumed next day.

"Wa're not going to Ruasia.”
© ®foutll havo o go."

‘Hfo feﬁrl"

‘ "‘Jhn.t are &on golna to do?®

You tnll un,® ) .
"Listen, ¥on are maxehad out eVary 4oy eess with full
kib.see Yhon the gatos are openad,‘ t}lrow yourgslves on theo
guard = ddsarn thﬂm--n
*If wo had a fevw of your feuowa in horel Wo can't
trust the orowd here.” |
"You can trust a few.... Gat mo out of my 00lleees I'1L
lead tho way to tho city..., and ﬂnd ahelter for yon.

1 had some hopes for success but; as it happened, the
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attempt was nover made, On the following doy 1 wad allowad
ouf; for exercise but, in the aftornoon, I was tom.fd paolk my
bag and I wag bfought to ﬁ rear enirance to the priuén and

put into a van. Three soldiers, a sergeant and two privates
got. in with'me, Thoy had great difficulty in preveénting
thoir ﬁxed— bgyonetdas from buckiing against the roof, Through
th 11ttle window I could sao. we were being driven through
familiar Dublin otreats and that we were heading castward for
t: docks, At 0'Connell Bridge we were hold up for tha
traffic,

“ihei'e are we goling?® 1 asked the gsergeand.

_ "Fou'll find out,® ho said, and tho two privates laughad,
ThLongh the little window, 1 scanned the faces of the goode

humoured people passing by 4n the street but there was not one
1 knew, Not one of them gave more than a passing glance at
the military van., At the Horth Wall we wont down the
companion-way of an anciont gtoesmer and 1 was hurried bolow
mich further below than-1 had ever been béfore._ My three
guarde and I found ourselves on the bulkheads 6f tho boat,

re were two other military men with another prisoner $n .

iform. 1 gathered that.ho.wae @ Canadian solddicr- who had

beTlan arrested for descrting. The wretched plase we wore in wag:

sonidark and there wng 11%1@ head-room, 1t was difficult
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to £4nd a position on the curving timbers which one could -
-majhtain for oven five minutos without. sufforing extreme dis-
£

comfort. There was little conversation because neither the
soldiers, nor the othor prisoner, gave me any encouragemont
%o talk, Aftor what secmed hours, we became aware that the
chip had put out %o sea and after a whilec she began'to pitoh
badly. Ve all got very eiock and we kept onii'be;ng very' siok.
Tha Canad fan, aftor one very violent bout, revealed a rioh
fluency in bad language. Ho consigned the ghip to tho bottonm
of [the sea, and the Army, the Allies and the British Empire to
thg bottommout pits,  To show hig impartiality, he gonsigned

the Germans there too., The BEnglich soldiers were tdo adok -

to [take any notice of him, After what geemed a Very long~
intorval, during which I must have dozed, I heard my sergeant
aJ that he was dying and he certainly lookod very ﬁan.;.- He
a small thin .man with palo,; sandy hair which 4id not tone
with hie now grean‘complaﬂon. The place sbank; I pointed
out to him that at least we were all entitled to some fresh
alr and that he ought to bring us up on docks He was afraid

some ono, whom ho 0alled tha R,T.0., would report him

“What you want,” I sald, "is a drop of whisky.' If I
could got on deok I might wangle a drink,® _

He shook his head dolefully. I went on to podnt out we
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were now nomawhere in tho middle of the Iruh Sea and that
there was no chance of my aaeaplns. "It took me a long time

to pin hinm but, finally, he agreed %o allow his two men t6¢
conduct me to tha J.ower daak. They were not to go but on

the| dock themualvea but were to all.ow me to o so, I promised
I would keep within thoir view. m air itself vas l.ntux':_leat-
ing| after thé foul atmosphere down below. The boat still
pitched heavu& and the olear, sé.lt apray stung my fnue.

There wore a few moldiem clinging to the bulwarka hare and
kha[e and !'awer oivllima and none of thém toak w notice of
me. ﬂeaﬂw tan mlnutau pasned b@fere a stoward ha;:panaﬂ |
along. 1 spoke to ns.m and my heart beat fastor when I hoard
hig grand Dublin accent. _

"Listen,” I eoald aéftrly, "I'n.: a prisonm;'. They are

taking me over to somowhere in England. Hy guard is over
there by the hateh." | °

“Great éaé ébnia." he naiﬁ- -and then qulokiy: "¥hat do
you want me to do. I'll do amrthm I can. WMy brother
.71111 = J&m Doherty, maybe you know him, wan put in 1916. mba.
when we get to Halyheac_i I could help you to _ascape.
I explained that all I wanted st the moment was gome
whisky, He wap doubtful if he could got it: om ascount of
all the muitgr_y' en hoard tho bar ‘ha.d-not baen apened,
"'nefﬁer‘im'ind, 111 manage anmethin'g_.‘" he said, "gvai; ir 1
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have to break npen the bar.® .
I handed him a ponnd note and he gsaamed doubtm about

t he ahnuld do uith it as he went off, lie was egom for
what seemed a long time and I could sce that ny guards ware
gotting fidgetw, At last, my friend roappeared and, with -
8 jerk of his hoad, he ‘went dt;m the hacoh and wo followed.
Ho| drew me aside ana handed me a full bottle of whialw.
gs ing me vaock my pound note at tho came time. “Tony, =
heJ'a the barman,® he oxplaimed, “got it for me and ho wouldn't
take o penny for it when he heard it was for you.”
' I protaateﬂ but he refused to taka the moneay.
"Are you gure we couldn 't try a gotawsy at nolyhea.d?"
hol naked. "1've 1ota of frienda there."
_ I said 'no' anﬂ tried to exprese my aratatude. .He .
hnﬁertook to cau to Ho. & Hargourt Street next day whan he
got back to nubnn and tall them that he had acen ng.
Ho conjnrer puning a rabbit out of & hat over oroated
o Frea‘bar sanaation than 1 d44 when I praﬁuced the bottle of
‘whisky in that ﬁ:l.thy hole, I beoame a benofactor to the
race., At that time, no soldior travelling could be aaﬁeﬂ

wi[th & 4drink and war canﬂttiana auu prevaued. Hy guanrde
becnme uy warmest friends and ovaen the Canadian began to foel
a little lops unfavouradbly dispoged towards she hmnn_z-aae.
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boarded a train at Holyhead and 1 promptly fell asleep.,

Bo
tr

@ hours later, my sergeant roused ma whon we had to change
ina. Ths now compartment we got into wae prowdéd and it

wag obvious that tho other passengera were puzzled by our

ap

carande, It looked as if I was o priconer but they could

noI understand the friendly terme nw guard and 1 were on,

risk 1ittle man, sitting directly opposite me, was bursting

with curlosity. He took advantage of something I said to

“.agk 4f I ocame from Ireland and when I said "Yes", he declared

he
and

was glad to hear that oonnltiona wara dmproving over there
| that my oountrymau. de Valers, wua about to Yo releaned.
"It's the firet I heard of 4t," I said,

*I'm .oure I read 4% in some papeé yesterday,” he said,
"1 must tell him that,” I said, "I'm on my way to join

him, 1 think,®

paper and began to read,

"0h{® said Hr. Brisk, his eyas popping. He opened Lis

1

A man in the coiner who had a beard like Charies Dickans',

titrned to look at me.

“You mean you're s prisoner?® ho asked,
*Yos, Theoo gentlemen are my escort,”
"What s your sentence?® ' |
"Thore wan no santema.

"No sentenoel Vhat wers you ohargeﬁ with?"
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*fhere was no oharga.”
- ®"But, but, there must have been a charge in the warrant,”

"There was no warrant,"

"Uhat about your la;wyer?"

*1 was not allowad & lawyer." _ |

*¥ere you not brought before a judge or o magistrase?”

The seoret police arrevted ms, threw me inte priaoh '
the military shipped é off to England, "Even ﬁo'a ‘1 don't
Imow whore I'm godng.® C |

Another mah Bpoke up.

' *But thay must have somothing against you,” ho said,

"0f course thay have," I anewered., "They Know i'm a
8inn Feiner, like nearly mrai*ybody olee in Ireland - just
ag thay know yau're & 5inn Felner - meaning England for the
ligh,
"Why, its outrageous,* said the man with the beard.

'f'Jm_aso arc tho methode of Czarist Ruesia."” '
. Hr. Brisk had lowored his paper. 'Ha eyes popped fron.
eno of us to tho. other. '
’ . "Is this true?” ho said tothe uergaant.

"You bet it'e true.“ vaid the sergeant., “You ain't got
" nb 14em wot f4's like, If a kid sings *The Soldier's Song®
dlmm in O'Qonneu Street the Yole blocmin' gmiean 13 turned
out, Ain't that =0, Jimmie?" g ‘
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Jlmmie. one of the other coldiers, nodded grtwely.
“It's God awful,” he said. '

I t6ll you," said the pergeart, "it din't no bloomin'

‘pliday.”

he

lr, Dickens was blazing with indignation.

“Yould you mind givimi me your name and saddress, sir,”
agked, | _

“éertain).y.“ 1 eaid ‘and gave him theé particulars. 1

wuld be glad if you would gend my wifo a postecard to say

you oaw me, Sho doesn't know whothar I'm deaél or alive.”

e3'il do that with pleasure,” said the man, Yand, moro

ovar, I'm ohairman of the shop stowards in the factoxy I work

in

to

in Leeds and I'11 bring tho whole thing befors them and

wetll geo what our 4.P, has to say about it, I%'s enough

make any Bnglishman aphamed.”

dHy vergeant, thue cnoouraged, gave horrid dotails of the

nie‘ht raids on tho dwelling housos,

“It'e a bloomin' nightmare,” ho wound up. His hearers

clioked thoir tongucs in gympathy and I began to feol like a
martyr. -
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Very 1ate that night vie arrived in Birmingham. where we

fhad to wait aeveral hours for a train. The station was crowued

witn aoldiera, all returning from tne front. I brought my
ea*ort to the buffet to treat them to a oup of coffee. Gome
of}the miliing" aoldiera there recogniaed ny aeraeant and there
we#e enthusiastio graatings, 1ntroduotiona. cnquiries,

o iniaoenceo. Iy sergeant, still under the influence of the l
man from Leeﬂe, began to tell them all of the iniqnitoue work’

‘th& troops were required to perform in Iroland,

| "Why, look at thia man," he cried, pointing dramaticalxy

at me, "IEtg a white man. ain't 'e? Don't tell me, I know

| .
it, 1o and my matea knaw 1t. Well, lare 'e is poing to

aome bloeding prison 1n England and ‘e-don't know wnere, but
! .
I can toll him now, 1t'e Glouceater. Well, ‘ere 'e 1a.dragaed

out of 'is bed, away from his wife and kiddiea. and all for

wot? Nobody knows, becnuae gee there'n no trial, no wnrrant.

b

|

no| aentence, no Judge, Just llke Russia and the Czar., Vell,

|
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1£; that's plying tha gyme, I'm a mu;. we'lre all muga.

All this, and wuch mre. he ahoutad out while I, very
wush embnrrauaed. stood there surrouuded by aympathetic
Tormies who all agroed it wao 'a God daun olyme', By and

by, hnis friends had to rush off to catoh their traims and
Lthgro were bolstorous goodbyes which I had 'to ShAres

The four of ue eat on a bench on tho :platfprm and cooked,

It‘wa:a one o'clook in the morning dbut thoere were lots of

P rnla a’bout. The excitoment over tho end of the war was
plainly still s$n the atr. ‘Bome airls wore ostentatiously
parading up and down in our viodnity and, ofter a while; the
two privates Joined a codp].e of them and ohatt.ad a while,
Then,; with apelogetio glnnaeu at tha aermant. they moved on
up the platform where it was dark. o

" The sergeant 014 me his 1ifs story and therc waan't

much to it, Ho worked in a wire faotory, was married and had
" two children, & boy of five and a girl of six, 'rh'ey were
thr.: grandest kiddies in all tho world, The wife was a tapper.
When he was called up her heart was broke but she took it like
a hero, ehe am. And she wae trus to hixn, gho wag, He wag
going to make up %0 her for all ghe had beon through aince he
uLi called up. XLuckily, he had missod deing mnt to the
front, not that he would have shirked it, Luckily, too, he
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had been promoted sergeant: only two weeks after being made a
coyporal. He wnsn'fgoing back to the wire factory but he

-was going to start a wire factory of his own - in a small way,

of|course, at first. There was nothing about wire making he
h té lea.rn.:. And he was gping $0 givg his little woman a
g00d time to make up for = -

' For some time, a comely maiden had ._b_een giving both of us
the glad gye. She was strolling up ‘and down a fow yarde in
front of us and . could see that my companion wag finding it
more and more difficult to keap his mind o_r;_ his atory.

“Nice piece,® he smaid, | :

"Bhe dooke inviting,” 1 replied, speaklng the literal
truth, | '

*I wonder 1f you wouldn't 'mind," he said.

"Hot at all," I rapiied. - |

LY
!

The lady received him almost with openiarms and tho two

., of; them ad}j ourned te the nether depthla' of\. tb:e platform. So

hero 1 was left alone. and desolate on the plsifnrm of
Birmingham railvay etation with no one to lgok after mo, 1
stood up to stretch w logs and atroll lénnmi'.:i Gradually, 1
ap) roached tha entrance to tho station. _ Thex.'a was ounly &
tickat ohecker at the entrange to what - séemed to be an ovore
bridge which :I.a& ¢ suppnaed to tha ci.ty. At thie ’
farther end of the bridge there war¢7 two m:uitary pol:lcamen.

I | ! I.
I‘ .
L

i L
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'Thef&a wae nothing, npparent]_v", to prevent my walking out.

. 1 tried to Teoall the adarese of the only mam I knew in the
oity < my oﬁ.a. fricnd Patar.ﬂlolanéw‘, Do what I would, I

o 'bn'ly .rabbl;,mt the word Bdgbaston, . Now, I rofleated,
if I go out 1 win‘ﬁud myself in a strange coily with no place
to] go, Very little money, and an acoent that will betray me

. ) if I ask questions., Within a fow minutos my absence will

be noticed here and the alarm will be out, -

» P
cigarettes hofore m%ﬂe back. He was almost running.

"0h,® he said, “you're ‘ere., I wao afraid you might
think of ekipping.”

*Well," I said, "ae a mattor of fact I did., I went out
and came baol': again.*® |

"Good 'oavens, why?°®

"1 don't like Birmingham,® -

“"You're a toff,” he 9aid.
- When we éot to Gloucester it was fivé o'olock in the
- merning. It ﬁs vory dark when we left the station. The
station master had told up that it was cagy %o find the .3‘311.
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Wo| had only to walk straight ahecad, take tha'aegond turn on

the left, and firast on thas righﬁ.‘and fnere we gere;J The
gtreets were woofully dark. The war or&nnnocs"forb1§ding
strect lights wero, apparently, otill in force. o took
whrt ve thought was the secend turn on the loft and first on
the right but there was ne Jadl. I was lugging my heavy bag
and thay were carrying full war kit and when we had been
walking for nearly half an hour without coming on the jail,
we were all rathor oross, Tho aarkneaa‘wuz etys;an. One
of) the soldiers suggestod gattxng_baek to the'naglwqy Station,
980, we.rotraced our steps but we could not ;ind the station,
1f we had been in darkest Africa, wé c9ulﬂ not have been
morg utterly loet, The firast rays of dawn were baétnning to
show when we came to a canal bridgoe, |

*I'm not going any further.f'l anhounaed:and made my

" way down to the bank of the canal. The others followed and
discarded }heir kite and throw aside their guns, We all
stretched out luxurjously on the slope and soon the soldiers
woere fast celeop, Half an hour elapsed while the oky

) rghtenedand the sun rosc pink, crimson, golden, I lookad
4% my companions, The yaungpr'of tho two privates wae only
a boy. Inotead ﬁf baing in thig drab uniform, he should
hjve besn off skylarking or blaylng football, The second
was meag thin-lipped and orafty. .He had contributed nothiqg

e
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our conversation during all the time we had been together,

The sergeant was sloeepingz soundly., no doubt dreaming of his
w:re factory., Again X considered leaving them, but 1
banished the thought, Already. I was bound up with then for

all tinme, 1 might escape for the momont but -

can

fee

up ¢

got

A man carryzng ahlaqtern stdll lighting came over the
al bridge., From my angle, heo soemed cowled liko a monk.
"Hayi® 1 cailad and he atopped, staring at us. ,
“Do you kmow if thore's a Jaii about here?*
"Yeh,® he fepliad and pointed over my haead, Wou ocan
it from here. 1It's just around tho corner.*

“Thanks,” I said, and turned to find the sergeant sitting

“The jail is Just around the corner," I eaid,
He woke his companions and they donned their kites, I

oy bag and we tramped areound the corner. Right cnough

there was the jail with a nig, Opan'spaca in front of it,

The

hig

sergeant worked the big knocker, awakening echoes in the

&mplf spage. After a little while, a wiaket door opened

up in the wnll over the groat 1ron-s£uﬁdea door,

"es," sald a voiloe,
"I have a prigsoner here," said the sorgeant.

"You're too early,” said the voice and the wicket was

slanmed shut,




‘The sargeant knoocked again - the sound of tho echoes on .
tho| gréat square was dismal. The wicket opened. _
*It's only eix o'clook," said the voice. “We don't

open the prison on Sunday i1l soven," and the wicket wag

' alméd agé:ln. L

*Poll, that's the limit,” I said, in a rage. Already

my Sompanions were preparing to squat down on the ground,

‘prepumably to wait for the place to open, I went at the
Jmogker and hanged' it. There was no answer, but I kept up

the| bombardment, Several minutes elapsed beforo the wicket

openad again, ' , ' .

"Spen tine &ao‘i‘," 1 yelled, 2% m. not go:ln.g_ to wait here

another hour .-" ) o

* "Sorry,® said the vaice, and the little door was shut once

moTh, | . |
*7on'll be sorrier before I've finished,® I ghouted and

begnﬁ on the knoclter again. |

. "Pake it oaay,” romonstrated the 'sergeant from lﬂs

position on the ground, "It's no use, Thay waﬁ"t opon up.” -

1 kept' on knook'lné while I yolled -at the sergoant:

" ®It's not good cnough. We did £4nd this damn jail and
now|they won't lot us in," : |

Suddenly the incongruity of the position began to dawn

on me and I was about to desist whon the little door opened

482
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again. The voice was thoroughly angry this time and 18
adTised me to g0 Lo a warm place, -

*Jo can't stay out here till seven,® 1 cried,

"Well, o round to the police station,” sald the véice.
#4%'s just around the corner,®

"Come on," 1 said to my escort, and led the way to the .

police station., A very large and imposing aergeanﬁ beamed

on us when we entered the day foom, in which there was & huge

fijre-. The soldicre lay down promptly and wont to slecp again.
¢ police sergoant asked me 4f I was a Sinn Peiner and his

:jonunoigtian-was perfect, I mentally noted the fact that -

ha was lrigh and bhegan 1ndulgina'1n the old trick af diacover

ing his native place from his accent., He told me I would

find congonianl company inoide, that Hunter, Griffith and

MoEntee were fine fellows, He know one of the warders, who

spoke constantly of them. When, in answor to his question,

1 told him my name, I noticed a curious flickering of hic ayes.
I/ made a long shot,. | o

“Wasn't your motner's name Breanan?? I asked,

"How did you know?" '

Buddenly I had placed his accent, It was Goasnill,
®Are you long over here?* I asked. |

"Thirty -two yoars," |

"Did you ever go back to the old spot?*
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"How 414 you know I came frou; aver thers at allg®

*Tell me,” I vaid, "1 never can remamber, whother Goashill
is in Leix or Offaly.* |

“Why it's in Offaly, of course, - now how the micchief «?*
His amazmﬁent was comieal, . '
"Well, that's the best - toll me, how 4id you know? "
"We've a pgood Intelligonoe Aarvice," I oaid, “Who 1o
the warder youtre so great with?® |

"Come, come, none of that,” ho said,

"Never mind," I'naid. "4f I get a chancae of paveing a
letber out to.you, you'll pout it for me,*

“Listen, sonny,” he said, "4t would "ba too dangerous

for me, 1I'ea only a fow more yeara to put up %o get my
penﬁion..“' _

"Hone of the fellows will give you away,” 1 said.. "Can't
you trust your warder friend?"®

He put his fingers to hio 1lips, as footatope sounded

outnide and two policemen entered. Thoy wore storm halmets
and one carried a lantern, Thay exchanged heavy greetings
with the gergeant and seemed to take no. notice of me or the
slecping soldiers., One of them made laborfous cntries in a
heavy report book, while the other sat at the fire apparently
sunk in deep contemplation, I tried to talk but I got no

encouragament and, after a while, the sergeant, who wao uneamy,
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. gl&nced at the clock and roused ny gaggean‘b. telling him that

it |wae nearly seven and that Wy the time ho got round to the
prison, the gates whuld. be open. ‘l‘hey vere indeed open when
we |got there_." Ky Bergénnt wag plainly affected when we said .
gécpdhya « I fonowzid the warder through the innor door and
the old famaliar'éounn-bagan ¥ith a bath, which 1 thoroughly
enjoyed, ' _ - : L

The prisonérs wore anything but overjoyed at my arrival,
for my coming blasted their high hopes of immediate release,
which ned been predicted in the papors. Thay had their bage
péckad ready to go ha_me', I was glad to .accept Griffithl's
invitation to join tho mess which he and Jog HoGuinness shared.
A.Gl,, do we 'c.:a].led him, was the prisonei'e' gpokesman and he
was, easily the most oheerful man amongst the dozen internces,
“it wos luoky for you you were arrested,” he aaid, "you:
must have been dverdoing it, for you look all 15.“ |

He insieted on my remaining in-bed for the first few days
and he and HoGuinness brought me my meals. Thoy were all.
thirety for eleotion news and I told them wo wore zoing to
win \soventy -three seats. Thqy thought it a joke, for wa held

8t the time only -five geats, whereas the Parliamontary Porty

held seventy=four seats, and the Unioniste twentyesix, I
actually gave them a list of the soats wo would win and a

forecast of 'the voting ﬁgn'z"es + A few weoks later, when the
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election wae over and the returns came in,’thay found that my

£iqure of soventy-throe seats was correct, but I had made two
mistakes, which cancelled éach-othor. Pembdroke in County
4] bli.n,lhich I had marked for a loas .ﬁaa won, and Vatarford
City, which 1 had marked to win, was loet. Horeover, the
poll. ﬂgurea vhich I had given them were in mo9t casas
amaztngl.v ascurate. _ '
Yell, wa. won the elootion and on the day following it,

@ Irish Parliamentary Party ceased to exiet. Hany of the
newly elected mecmbers wore in jan; in our own little graup
in Gloucester jail we had eeveon M.P's, - Gr!ffith for East
Cevan; MoEates, South Monaghan; KoGuSnnaua. South Longford;
Pitzgerald, Pembroko- ‘Hunter, mid<Cork} Pieme HoCann mide
Tipperary and Clancy, Sorth Sligo, HNeedless to say, we had’
‘great rejoicings nnd many epoachew. We ‘had’ applied’ to tha
Gavernor to bo allowed homé to oast our votes on the day of
the election and A.¥, had solemnly warned the Governor that
if our application was rofused, we could claim that the
e t otion was void, The British Government, of course, ignored
our appliocation and this 1&& $0 my perpetration of one the
atrocious gomundrume which were in vogue at the time : - “Why
:lj this place unlike a beahive in the epringtime?® - Saveral

angvers wore gziven - "Because being Republicans we can't have

Queen”, - “Because thers ars more cells than we can £1ll®,
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and sopn., Tho corroct anawer was : "Beeause wo wera not allowed
out for the pollin'®, Thay wore going to kill me for it.
One day Oriffith told me that from tho top floor of tho

‘prison ono could glimpee the outline of Gloucester Cathedral
. and we olimbed the three flights to the highor reachies. From

the ond wintow we saw the outline of tho Cathedral in the
1dng light. AL, talked éfﬂi‘bs‘\j'eanty'and its history,
wh A he geemed to know very w"ell.»'; -I'gatharad he had visited

ev

it {some -time o;r‘o'bher. 'I exprosged surprise at his

enthus taom for somothing so decidedly Snglich as the Gloucester
catlhadrnl.' ‘He reminded mo that I &id not exéotl}; daspise
Shakespeare and Sheiley, alluding %o a spirited debate we had
had the night before,’

Thore was no opera which 1 had lfeg..up to that time,
which was sirange to A.G. How and again he used to sing
sagtohes from the Barber of Seville,or Faust, but never for .an
audience. He had a rather poor baritone voice, but he
vhistled very well, Ho was a typical Dubliner in his fondness

for, Yalldeé and Balfe and, as for drama, he knew his Congreve,

gheridan and Goldsmith very well, Heo had " koan approciation

‘of Bhakospearé and of Boaumont and Pletcher. Iié kmew and

loved evéry melodrama that had bedn produced a¢% the Queen's
Theatre, -'Dublin, for a generation, Synge, he real:_l& hated,
*lmagine", he would say, "the mentality of a'm'an who suffero no
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gshame in oo#feasing that he listened through the chinks in.
his bedroom floor to the women talking in the kitchen of a
¥icklow farmhouse®, . | | .'__

AG, told ue é ouribus and 1htareat1ng fhing in
connection with Yeats' play "Cathleen hi Houlihan%, The poet
read the .5, of the play for A.G. and said he felt that the
ee;.waa not rounded out as it should ba, or.aufficiahtly
dYamatic. Ag it 5tood then, the ending was bald, Michael,
abandoning his bride-to-be, had gone out of the house to |
follow the 014 Woman and Brigid had taken into her arms the
wel ing Delia, the foraaken‘bride,l Yeats said he knew there
ehould be'n last line, but ha could not get it, Griffith
sald: "Why not‘havé'the'father ask the young boy somefhtng
1ike this: 'Did you see an old woman going down the road?':

have the boy reply: '1I d4id nog. but I saw a young girl:
and she had the,waik'of a queen.'" Yeats at once acceﬁted
the auggaation,.bﬁli putting in the word 'paﬁﬁ' dinstend of |
'road, | _".
"And why did he use the word path inotead of road?" I
agked., : ; i

] don't know," said A.G. “He said the line over several

times befpre he made the change., Perhaps fﬁe poets can
explain 1t." _ | - “
I have related this story to several poet friends of
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mine and they all doubted it, but I knew Grifﬂ.th vory well. .
Ho was the moat unauamn:lng and modest of men and he would
never of dreamed of making a oclaim of such a nature 3f it was
‘unfounded, - | .

in eomé roupects ho was the narrowest of puritans, One

day someone who had givon him a novel of compﬁen ‘demie'a.
a kég him what he thought of i1t, Hp turned on his questioner
-] 'asely . -"ﬁ"_ﬁtﬁ-,,." he said, "4t has everything that appeals
to the lowast Znglieh taete; adultery, a cugzestion of sodony,
4 tears :cr the poor preétiﬁuta.'-' I wan surprised, for 1
hdd aleo read the book and thought it rathor harmlces.
Griffith'sc modern admirers 'w_h.o prate vo much about the absence
of froodem in literature under de Vaioﬁ.i oither fd:_rgot or
are ignorant of this facet of Grtf—ﬂﬁtq chargoter, .1 am
re -th:{t if A6, had had time to set up a censorship, it
%duld have boen far more stringent than anything we have exe
perienced, . | '

A.G., wan not always happy in hie choice of friemds and
.Darrel Piggis 1o a case in point. When Pigzin first appaarad
on the Irish socne » he knew g0 little of Irelnn:l that he
thought a terrible bdrogue and the frequent use of ?aura'-.
‘bcgorra' and 'bedad' reprosented the last woré in Gaolicdien,
e was quick to learn, howmrer.' and ho was ons of the mobt

acquisitive mon 1 have ever met. - He went in for politics in
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a big vay shortly after his arrival but, despite untiring

‘efforts t¢ turn on charm, he mado enemics more eagily than

men I knew, His assertive manner and his mhounde#

‘egptism had a lot to do with this, but ho had, in.addition,

a tralit which, in Ireland, would damn a much grenter man.
His moanness 4n money mattere was 90 prusounded and so obvionn
180 it became almoet proverbial. I knew an otherwise

admirable public reproscntative who failcd to ratain his gaat,
meroly because at the ond of a long day's oampaigning, he .
gave his dr:l.fa;- aixpence for a tip. In spite of everything,
Griffith etuck to Pigaiv. I aakod him posnt blank why he
did g0, and he t0ld me tho followinz ctory!

One day in Wakefield, or some other Englich prisen in
vhich he found himgelf after the 1916 Rising, Oriffith
hig comrades wers boing transferred to another budldimz, ao
“T; also somc other Irish prieoners wﬁo h_adljuat arrived;
A prison officer at a door examined the belongings of each

priconer as he passed, 40 make suro none of the prison

‘proporty was bedng removed, Just in front of Griffith was

isoney with a red, painted beard. green eyos and a
commanding manner, It wan Darrall mggu. He was carrying

“a bag, which he had opened for the officor's inspection,

Tho| latter took from the bag a plate, on. which there was
plajuly etamped the broad arrew and the name of the prison.
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"Thig belonge to the firm," gaid the officer, putting the

plata on one side, L

he
‘bel

to

*I bog youx pardon,® said Pigris,.

*I sgy this belongo to tho firm," repeated the officer.
~ Piaggis took up the plate and held it aloft,

"o I underetand you to say I have gtolen this plﬁte?"
asked . |

"o, not axactly,” aa_id the officér. "l morely caid it
onged to the firm," - ' o

*1f," oadd Yiggie, "what you say is true and it belonge '
what you call tho firm, and if you find it in my bag, the

only possible inforonce is that I have stolem it. Is that

what you say?*®

bag

"] say. 4% belongs to the fimm,"

*Are you aoousiﬁg me of stealing?®

¥Ho, but you are making o mistake in taking it."

1% making no mistake. I say the plate io mine s&nd 1
taking it with me, . If you ineict on retaining it, it de

tantamount to o charge of stealing againgt =mae,®

The officer made no reply. 7
*I will not,” saild Piggie, '_pntting_ the plate back in the:
’ _"afak ydn for ‘an apology. 'I‘l"z_ere can be an apoicgy only

from an equal, I bid you good day."-

The astonished officer allowed him to close the bag and
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g0 out, . .
*I allowed,® said Criffith, "that the man who wag capable
of [dealing with English officialdom iike that, was vorth
hav ing.* A ' i : )
I gave Griffith a copy of "Tho Economic Caso :!fo,r Irish
Indeperdlence by Darrel Pigzis®, whioh hai been put on sale at
.oni ehilling a copy, a week or so before I wao arrssted, b4
ed Criffith to go through it and tell me what le thought
of (8t, I did not tell hiw I was furious when 1 read it,
begause thres-fourths of the book ooneiaﬁe‘d of ‘Grifﬂth""a own.
articles, lifted without #oknowledment. from hies paper ;and
the remainder of &R matorial I had writton and published at

8inn Yoin Headquartors, agnin without ,aaknowled@nenﬁ. A
couple of days lator, A.0. gave mo bagk the book.

"ifhat di4 you think of it7*

"Hot bad,* he oald. ‘

I turned %o Joo HeGuinnoess, "‘Listan. Joe," I eald,
mj;gss has 11fted the contents of that book from work ‘which
. A

. has slaved at and which I have slaved at. Not merely
Goes he not ask pormission to ume it, but he does not oven
acknovledge the sources, and he gello 1% for Mr. Piggis'
benefit at a shilling copy, and AL, ooys 4t's not baal®
"Well,” said A, "don't you Whink it's zood to meo
someono getting the public to pay for it,.° \
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It was not merely his partiality for Figgis that was
exhibited in tnls attitude. Ho was k0 most uncelfish and
m@m«mnmm&:f fie navor. oared. who g:a;t tﬁe
eredit if the work was done. He actually shunned peracnal

publicity. it anyono att'ampted to curry favour with him by
flattery, his suspieions were at once arcuscd,; dbut his vanity
showed itgelf otharwise. One could not say, °1 think you
are a gread man®, dut one could eay "Sinu Fein ig the greatest
political plan yet devised to achiove tha ﬁdapendeuee of
Irgland”, and get away with it, In his standards ‘of conduct
foy other people, he was very lenient to his frionds and
merodless to his enemies. Once, within five minutes, I
heard him referring to two men, both of whom indulged in
liquor rather too freely. The firebt, a friend, he desoribed
as |"taking a drop now and again®, the other, a foo, he called
"a drunken scoundrel®, -
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Thooe who @Eﬁf Griffith) in his momente of relaxation
in the Bailey or HMooney's, might easny form the oginion thaﬁ

he wag an eaay-goins man of middle olaas tastea, who liked

a good glase of whiskoy and a 8004 yarn, He never talked
politics, or ghop, on those occaaiona and , 1ndeed he.pree
ferred to let the others do the talking. Duriug all hig

" adult years, exoept the last few, ho slaved for four dayse of

f.he week at his paper vhich, for.a long tima, he not merely

wrote, but set up as well, His aseooiatea could tell the

day|of the week by his mﬁod. lHonday serioue and earnost;

Tuesday morose éuid aloof-- Wedneadew eranky and 111-temperaﬁ;
‘Uedneaday night unbearable' E’hursdav emiling and brisk once
more, He put the paper to bed on Wedneeday night and then,
aftlr a8 ghave and brush-up, ne aongnt his cronies .'m 90mo pub
and |[rolaxed. 1t was almost painful to g¢@ him writing his
leading articles, those magnificent -editorials which were
sowing the seeds of nationality in 1_1ttie groups of young ) ,
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peopla throughout the country. He would aeiza'a wad of
' co‘§ paper-and:atart‘writlng; hia gtud gf peﬁo;l gripped
~ tenaciously, digging into tpe paper, and his foot sﬁamping
floor now and again, Half way down the é?ae he would
'a nis mind and, without tearing up the page he had
- Wy tten, he wnnld turn the whole wad of loosa sheeta right
' evlr, and start again, Offen he 414 this half a dozen
~ times iafore he would get his subjeot properly under way.
. Wnen 5§ onded, his eyes ohowed the initense mental strain
to which he had been subjecting himaoclf .z ﬁiig pockets were
i a joke in the office. They wore all filled with 1@ttera.

notos, memoranda and clippings, and when ha wantod fo find

something, he would ompty one pooket after anathar, dumping
ﬁha contents on the table higgledly piggledxy. and then try
to |latuff them/baok in one pocket. He never xnew in which
poclket hio monqy wag anﬂ. vexy often, he did not lnow whother
he had any money or net, .

| ¥or some strange reason, since we were mot allowed any
spirits in the pfisuﬁ; we had been discussing the relative
mersts of the various brands of Irich whiskey, and A.G., told |
us that whiokey that was made in the pot still was whiskey
and' anything that wasn't. was not whiekey, The Dudlin
diat&llerl, catering for the expert taste of Dublin erinkers,
had| a oraft which hadgained comething in every generation
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d'urang two qentux;iaa or s0. For instance, the Jamowson
people maturing their _wh:lakqiy in gsherry casks found that up
to thﬁe twentieth, or twenty-firet year it gained in flavour,
and after that period 1£ bega;n to doteriorate., By a. carcful

geries of trial and error, they had decided the final date on

which the whiskey was tho last word in perfection and they
kept a supply _of this 11qw.;r'for family use and for a fow
conno isgsours who could app.r_eatate the product. ‘mwe he
had gerfo-med- some service for Andrew Jamegon and had been
rrewa.rded by the present of a half dozen b{ettlas of tliia

liqueuE' wniskey. It happened that on tho sao evaning ho.
had a vieit from an 0ld friend, John Quinn « M—LWO? ‘
Bienee;—shoneber. A.0. produced the whiskey and ho and
John drank "a bottle or so", Some timo after mixnught, Jehn

decided to go home and A.G. eaw him as far as the gorner..
John had to travel from Clontarf into the city ‘and right
acrose to the mouth side, a distance of aba\ﬁt fcuT miles,

and there being no public conveyanoe at that hour, he had o
walk, = Griffith returned %o his home and, dhortly aftorvards,
he became a.ms. that 'Eha'und was ria_tn;g-. It co Mnm to
rises and developed m't.n a storm, As a matter of fao%b_, it

was the worat sto_fm that had been expericnced in Ireland for

a8 goneration, the storm of 1903. It blew down ahnut%halr




the trees in the Phoenix Park and on the sea-front at
Clontarf, it wrought such i;avoc that the fronts of many of
the houses were bioym away and, in the moraning, one could
see from the street the hediooms from the f£irat floor up.
Griffith could not get his mind off hio frienﬂ John Quinn.
No mortal who was out in that storm oould survive 1?.. ,The
woret of &t was there was nothing Griffith could T: about' it.
Hext morning, as he made his way w:lth difficulty 1n1'.o the
city, he rea.nsed that the gtorm had baen oven vorge than he
hag thought it. He intended going out to Rathns La to- see
4f John had got safely home, but domot}hiﬁg provented him,
About lunch $ime, he walked down Grafton Stieet and who did
No seo but John himeelf, Oriffith ran o him .andl all but
embraged him. ' | L,

. "By God, .Tohn. b thought you were Goad," |

“§hy?* asked John, - S -

*on account of the storm. 1 mnderéﬂ how you‘col\u&
got through it,° | o

“To tell you the truth,® said John, "I never noticed
any storm. I do remember going over the ocanal br ge} at
Portabello on my hands and neos but, heyond th&t I sﬁw no
signs of any storm.” _ _

*What I mean to eay,* conoluded Griffith, “is théy the
makers of Dudlin whiskey have learned something during ‘the
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two qanturies; they have bean making 1t.°
Griffith could never cencede that the Rising of ;.916

vas the turning -polnt' in .Ir:lieh HEistory, 7o all"dlf ﬁs who
had been through the perdiod _,’ there was no guestio | bu't that
the Rising was respons iﬁle for changing a people whose senge
of national honour had all but vanished into a disoiplined
and determined nation whose sons werc willing and ready %o

march as one man into any danger in defonce of a amréd right.
A,G, could not and would not seg that., Tho changt was |
inevitable, he 6add, It was bound to come gooner or later.
The Rising had haetenod 1t a little. That was all. |l had&‘i
a personal grievance about the Rising. He toldaz:l. that soon
after the ouii‘.breék of the Great War he had attemleél a saeoret
conference af which there wero repregented ai;m Ye t . ﬁzhe
Gaelic Lesgue, I.abou_r, the Irish Volunteers and th i.B.B..
anéd there it had dbeen agresd that Ireland should rise if

{a) England attempted to enforce consoription, and (b); there
should be a German landing. It had been further agreed that
if neither of those contingancies arose and tho war was ocoming
to an ond, there should be n further conference to deoide

whether any action should be taken. The second conference
had never been held and Griffith considered that all parties
to the firat,oné had been badly treated. In tho week pree
ceding the Rising, he was in constant touch with Hcl‘lier:ﬁnt,

who worked in hie office, and though he had seen thét Sean
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wap unususlly activo and that ho was receiving wany visitors,
he had had no inkling that an immediate Rising wap cc,n:nﬁem-.-
plated. He waes very sore at the fact that Bean had not
trueted him. If he had been consulted, ho would have b;sep-
against the Rising, but when it a'tarted. he was a?rngtlgly of
the opinion it should have been made general. ,
On Easter Monday he decided to txy and pemudde gacﬂeili
to oall out a1l the Volunteers throughout Iraland, 1:{6 got
on hio bicycle with the i4ea of finding MaoWeill, but he dia=

covg:r'ed he could not get socross the city on aeuo\uﬂt of the
fighting., On Tuesday, he dotermined to get to HacNeill at
2ll eoatalandl he oyoled out on the north bank of the Liffey,

. intending to oross some of the bridges to the west| of tho

cdty. He orosgsed the river at Lucan and mede his way baok
on the south side and found HscMNeill. The agony he écper-
ienced on his way out from tho city, he dascrided to me. He
fearod he might be taken and that it would be roprosented

he was running away from the fight. On hig way bg.elt fo

the olty, he wais almost happy and ho had made up his mind

. that the Ris ing should bo made a National aone at all cbsta.i

HocNeill agreed to issue a call to the mation but, later onm,

other sounsels prevailed, The city was already all but
encireled and it was felt that the spreading of tho fighting
to the country would lead onljr to a greater holoaaur anf a
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natiomﬁl calamity, ,
All his adult lifo, Griffith had oot himaclf absolutely

aﬁainat phyaical farea. " He viéimliseﬁ a disciplined, well

direoted nation marohlng forward to ite goal on PGogsivow
rdsistance 11:1@3. He held that this was a safe and more ‘
cartain way of beating Enzland,
Qn a doy in January, 1919, the nem; of Solohendbeg

e\f("‘-a_aw
made the front pazes of the English nowspapern. L.’Dan Breen '

3

and three companions held up two armed constabularymen who
wzre com'eying a load of gelignite to a quar ' The R;I.c.'
méen had resiated and had bean shot daad@.aaéL roen and.h&a"’e‘w

¢ mpanions aaptured their carbines and the gelignite, It

—— &

o tho firet bloody oncounter since the Rising, I made no

£

9 oret of my admiration of Js-aa and his companlonn, but A.G,

was scathing 43 his comments., Ye was sure that thig ouon

<8 o

did not have the sanction of Dail E:lreann. which had been
‘at up & day or two bafor@ and, cunmquentxy, it was nothing
_s}mr‘b of outlaw action. But aven that was not so mortant
ag tho consideration that England coum always beat us 1r we
chose her own wenpone,

71f this sort of thing goes on," he said, "wo will end

[l

ip by shooting. one another. ,
He told us the story of Joe Poole, %o illustrate the
6vile of phyoioal force, Poole belongod to one of two rival
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factions int'o;wh!;ch the I.R,B,, had split some t,hirty yoars
before. A uiember of the‘oppoaing group,vho was a atones
magon, had been ecen going into Dublin Castle, The faot
wag that he had legitimate ‘business tﬁega_, but the other
group concludcd he had become a sby, I'-Ie was secretly triod,
in'his absence, and sentenced %o death, Pot_ala heard of the
deciaion and, believing as he 414 that tho man was innocent,
he set out to warn him that the firing party was laying in

walt for hime Joe took the wrong rosd at Seville Place and

misped hie man who walked into the ambush and was killed,' °
Eorla was arrested and tried for the murder of the man whose
1ife ho had endeavoured to save, He kept sfilent and wag

. found guilty and hanged, Griffith gave us the impression

that he was somehow comneoted with Poole's activities on that
fateful night, though he must have been very young at the -

time. At any rate, he knew Poole well and the affair made a
deocp impression on him, 1 heard him refer to it ma'n& timeg,

In view of his corivictiona an the guestion of phyeical
force, one can get a olearer glimpse of his oplendid loyalty

‘during the cucceeding years. The fight between the

Volunteers and the Britieh foroes grew more and more bloody
N‘iF Griffith did not budges« The struggle baween his
loyalty to his fellows and his detestation of the deeds done
vy the Volunteers in their gallant and unequal fight against
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th}e eonstabﬁlaﬁ_ and Plack and Tans sear;eé'_hia' 'aoy_xl:. Very
few guessed at his reelingé anf none heard him coinp;l.ain.
Only on one occasion d4id I got a gu.mgsa of the burden he
was bearing and that time he was near breaking point. I
shall tell of it when 1 come to 4t. '

The argument about physisal force became very hot one

night and Pierce Hccm. who wdsLa pacifist, and ¢ inger

GiConnell, who was anything but one, nearly came to blows,
Gﬁlifﬁm decided to change the subject and asked me how 1
had found Fred lurphy the 1aet time I wrs in Vexford: I
replied I had found Fred quite well, ao usual, and Griffith
asked me to.tell tlha sthers what I knew of him.

ffmm 1 was a young man, it struck me one dgy that Pred
¢ver changed, He was a tailor, vory eprucoly drepseed, very

cL:the and he knew everybody and everybody knew him. How

- S« |

B

¢ again he higlped to organise local concerts and amateur
tzeatrioﬂa and whenaver a profe@sibnal company came to town,
Fi-ea always know aomé member of it, Ho seemed tojbe about

'rty-riva. One day I said to Thedy Hayes, who was then a
man of about sixty: '
‘Do you know, Fred Hurphy nover changes. When I was o
11ttle boy, going to echool, Fred was exactly the same as he
1o todgy,." -

“That's nothing,” said Thady, “when I wae a 1little boy,
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ho was a youngster, Fred was the same then, and my father
would be ninetythres if he waa_aliva now,*

*That's nongense,” I said,

ne, Just you go down and ask Ben lHughes about it.°
Fow Ben Hughes was over ninety at this time. A man

highly reepectad, ho had baen Hgyor of the town several

t as and he was aditor of the Wexford Inaapendent, a gmall
conservative sheet . Ho had once told me he had never agre
with Daniel 0'Connoll and that Ne had taken aides with the
young Irelande;'s againet the Liverator. 8o tho next time
Ben came to the‘ofﬂoe whero I worked in tho County Council
building «» he was the contractor for the priﬁum « I took
occaeion, as adroitly as I could, %o bring up tha question
oi‘ ¥road Hurphy. .

*It's funny,” 1 said, "but Fred never seems to grovw a
day older,” . .

iltve a:.waya wondered about that.“ oaid Ben, I

z*l embar when 1 was a youngotay e;uing to aahaal. Frod was

exactly the samo as he e todgy."

" *Why,” I oried, "that can't h'a‘ the casa.”
%It can't," said Ben, "but it is. Not only that, but

BO3

going to eohool; Fred Hurphy was the same as he in moﬁay and ,
th;t 's more, my father, God be good to him, t0ld me that when -

#le 1t non?aanae?“ he said, “%11, if yau don't beuwe

ed

my father who remambered the Woxford men coming back from the
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attle cf tha '.i‘hrae Bnnka in 1?98. t01d me many times thax

en he waa a yaunsetar Pred Hurphy Iooked exactly tha aame.
*gut that would make h!.m a hundred and fifty," I said,

4It's mposaible.

Ben shook hig wlse old hsaﬂ. | “30 I thought,” he scaid,

“Bu%, hae no ono ever made any enqéiéies?', .

“Sure wo.mada enquiries,” said Ben, "VWe méﬂe anquiries

marw timeos but they nover got us anywhere, YOulgo and\aﬁk

F: d himoelf annbeee how far you'll got,”

- "I can't beuave it,* 1 said.

"Would you have time to come over with me to my office
I'11 show you somethina?“
“Certainly,” I said, _‘-;. -
¥Wo had onl‘,v""!io oross the lane at t.i:m lr’auxl‘ of the Courte
houpe te Ben"a’-ofﬁce. ' He searshed about anomst ‘the newse
papar ﬂ.las ror some time and finany lifted out one,

"Thore 4o a file of the conautuuon «~ the paper which
preceded 'aha Xndapandont for the year 1819, ha said, “Have
5 1aok at H. 7 ‘ .

1 turned tho pages of the old, dt;g-eared. diorty volume.
It wae, indeed; the file for 1819, its curious 't;ype and |
una:n\ Itional haadings;' mnkmg a s_t'range eontra_egt gith the' flaring

+ EJ

"Yhat is this leading t0?" I asked.
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Mol serets masterp 16069."

f'Diﬁ ycg;;'ever aee Fred playing the p‘az;t of Dick the
Dandy in o play oalled 'The would<be Gentleman',®

1 434 not," 1 said, "dbut I hoird him dention it."

_ "¥ell, 1 oaw ium play 4%," said Ben, "and he Aaid 1%
pl otty well, Tho play ia a very poor adaptatxon of one of

He was searching through the file,

"Heore's w'hnt..l'm wﬁtmg,“ he ‘s:'u_.d and pointed to a -
fiotice in the advertising coims'; - "Read that,.”

1 read the notice. It was to the effect that Signor
Luizi FeMﬁi, Profeneor of the Renowned lonnpia School of
Terpaichore, Elocution and the Dramatic Arts wished to
aeq‘tm:lnt the nobility and genf.ry of Yoxford and surrounding
d:laltriete that yielding to the requests received from many
disbinguiched patrone the performance of ‘The would-be
Gentlemap' givén by the Henapia Dramatic Class would be
repgated in the Wexford Aseembly Rooms on tho 19th day of
Pebruary 1818 under the distinguished patronage of the
ladies and Gentlemen of the Highest Station in the County,
eto, ' o ' '
“What I want to chow you,® said Ben, "$q that .-bhe- neme
of tho gentleman who plsyed Dick the Dandy in that play vas
Troed | Hurphy " '

“Fell, after all,” 1 sadd, “there are morg,Fred Hurphy's
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than one,.®

"o are talking about only one Fred," said Ben, roéturne
ing the file %o its place. o | |

*But this is o m:traérd'i:iary," 1 said, “that gomeone
diould try to get to the bottom of it,*

| *Lifo is too short,” said Ben,

After this convervation, I decided to try and draw Fred
out sbout the past, Ve had many conversauonﬁ'. but I could

never corner him. §Ho spoke freely about the bhat but only

ag anyone elee would, except that his lmowledse of detail
vap wonderful. One period of Irdeh history that soemed o
interest him most was that of the ﬂo'rmanj invasion, "Ho was
paLticulgﬂ;v bitter ‘about Btrongbow, " There was nothing %00
bad to be said about mm.'f".’ One day 1 dimoovered the reason,
or|thougnt I 434, There had becn & 1qc§i ‘porformahce of
ong of Gilvers and Sullivan's operas and a-llouu'é}rl, named
Eva Cousine, Had had & great guccess in it. Haxt day, I
met PFred in the otroet and we talked of the opera,

"Wasn't Eva wonderful?® I asked.
| atrange change came over F:Ead. He saemed to bo
tr efigured, as casting up his ayaes, he'said:
®Ah, Eval She waas divine, No woman has ever lived
ol <* _ :
Hoe oasught himeelf up and seomed confused.,
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"I'm speaking of ﬁva Cousins,” I said.

"Oh, yes,® smid Fred, absently, %I thought for a moment .-",
, He brok’e‘oﬁ" a_na: with- some commohplace remark, loft ne,
but 1 had pierced his secret. He waa the original Fergue
Hacﬂurchadha. or Fred NMurphy, Evat's, kinsman and lover, the
‘man to whom ehe nad been betrothed bofora her faithleds father
fo:roed her to marry Strongbow, the invader, in Selskar Abbey,
in| the year 1172.

"and you mean to sqy he'a still alive," said Pilerce
¥oCann,

' "Suro he is," I said. "If you go to Wexford anyone will
point him out to you,* | |

“I can vouch for that,” said Griffith, "my brother-ine
law, wvho is a Franciscan priest, was recenﬂ.v in Wexford and
he saw Fred Murphy and talked to him m‘m-h@'a as hale and
hearty today as ever he was,.® '

He went on to instancé similar cases in history, such as
the |dcathless St, Gormain who wandered about Europe for
centuries, who was an intimate of Charlemagne in the tenth
contury, and a friend of Louis XV in tho eighteenth, of the
mystorious Hajor Fraser, who 4id mich the pame thing; of the
Ancient Roman who could not die, and of the wander:lng Jew,

i Pierce Mccann was looking at A.G. open-mouthed,
"You don'*t mean to say you believe all that?"

o~y
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Griffith looked at him blandly. "ohy noé?® ho asked.
' Pierce could think of no reply. '
In spite of the fact that thay hardly evaer ngreed on

" anything, Criffith was genuinoly fond of Cdthal Brugha, The

two men had many 9imilay characterietics. Thoy were both
uzihtakenlv native Dubliners - a'very distinciive type =
both emall men with extraordinary phyeioanl otrength, both
ga0d and enthusiastio swimmors and both imposwnibly headstrong
at timen, In the days succccding the Riging and before the
h istorio Ard Fhsis of 1917, they came near the breaking point
a eral timess Griffith was otriving very hard to keep
Pein to its original purpose and polisy, with its
ediate aim the restoration of the @onstitution of 1782,
i.t meane, paseive resietance. Brugha, willing to adopt the
n e Sinn Fein - which had been forced by preésse and public
onLthe Volunteers « would have nothing to do with the
Conatitution of 1?82 and scorned naanive resiutance. Griffith
not unlike 'a‘gme little terrier who finde his offepring
9 priai‘ngl& doveloping into a very large and a.nary lion,
‘l‘h quarrel was very bitter at times and onoe Brugha faoced

Griffith acrous the table and vasd if he wished to stiok to

his programme he could go to the country and he (Brugha)
would take tho platform againot him with the Volunteers and

awogdp him out of political existensce,. De Valera, of course,
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paved the doy with his formula “The ainm sa the Reopublic but

afteor tndepenﬁenae is anhimed, the people can dgoide by

vo

al

all
on
L

to what form of govemmant they mi@ " which enabl.ed us
1 to work togoather, |
In apita. ae I say, of their diﬁ‘ar‘anoaa. AL haﬁ
vays X} Warm oomer in his heai't for Brﬁgha and more than
ve I heard him defend him in his abeence, pay ing tribute '
‘his aingla-mlndaﬁneas and whole-hearted ainosritar. A

few timen I heard him refer to Brugha'es heroilc fi(ght :ln 1916

vh

en, woundea almost to daath. he kept on firing and dtrect-

ing hisc men, I waa not near griffith in his last days but

1

am gure th_at the amazing heroism of Brugha in hieo last

lone stand sgainst the 'a;'_mad forcos Grii’fim;had 'aant
against him, must have made the latter's heart blood.

A.G. alvays hotly donied his final aim was the Cone

ptitution of 1?82 One night in Glougenster there waa an

arfument benrl.ng on the a.tgniﬂcance af tha word SAORS‘I‘AI.
which had appeared in some statement issued in :Dublin.
AJSls oaid :’mntaaﬁ of tne word 'Pohlaom', vhioh wae balns
used for Republic, thqy should substitute the word smratat

whl:oh to us would mean "republio“ and to the English "rree
8t

tef, It was the first_ time I had hoard tho latter

expression, V¥e need nbt. saiad "A._.G.. care what the. English
called the country if we wers satisficd we had got what we

b
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. wanted, Tom Hunter, vho was no diplomat, said bluntly:

“fhat about your King, Lords and Commone, A.G.?"
“That ‘o right," aam Ploroe MeCann, "you wore alwnys
favaur of the reataration of the dual monarciw. ,

"Begoh, ¥ ‘oadd Tom Diilon in my oar, "&$he

sAdkedds N Now we arc godng to have 15,9

A, turned on Pierce. "Yhen did I say that?“ he

agked, and ‘bhem wag thunder in the air.

ie

have net yet learned to road.

to
wh

"Why, you've ailwaye waid 1;.” sald Plerce, “in‘;avery
ue of Siun Fein and Nationality and in 'The Resurrcction
Hungary ' |
"1 told you before,” said A.G., truculently, "that you
i nover eaid t‘my‘bhing of that

1:3:46. ‘ﬂha% I said was that the Irish people siould roefuse

treat with England t1ill ghe had conformed to the Aot in
¢h the Bnglish Covernment renounced their claim to

legielate for Ireland and deolarod inaliencblo tho right of

’th@ hing, Lord :md camxaona of Ilreland =0 bo legialata.

PAin't 'hhat the same thing?*® m.akeﬂ Pwrue sinnocantly.

tro

reg

tie

"Itte nathing of the kind. Vhen you sgy you refuse to
la.t with England until they rostoroe a certain kind of
o, 4% doea not mean that  that regime is your final aim.®
"So under your plan o 'oouid'gé'an t0 B republio?®®
"Under my plan, as you call it, .your hands would not be
d e | You could go on to anything the Irish people wanted,.®
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CHAPTER XXI1 =~

4

m»gg.ers\fx%fgﬂerroqiin,wqy%tfmﬁem to Grifﬁth'a

\ well-known antagoniesm to tne labour movement.. W'

~

b ) adeont a WMPOM&WW.

Griffith wao not é.ntagonistid to the laboiir movemént. He

Geplored, it is true, the Irigh trade uziioniats headlong
tendenoy to rush into a strike on t.he qnghteat provaoation :
and he certainly was bitterly hoatile to the Larkin type of
labour lea.der, whoee a.‘;/a wag not true trade unionism at a].:l.

but| a sort of proletarian dictatorship through the 1net.ru-

mentality of one bip union dominated and directed by one men .
Griffith wae hi:naelf a staunch trade unionist, All the

timo he wao a working printer in Dublin » he was a loyal and

trusted member of tho Dublin Typographical g:}_t_i__l';x;intem (Pruwo!e»l)

Sovioty, one of the mdst rigm trade unions exlating in

Im].and - 80 rigid 1ndeed t.h.at wnen we were atart:lng the
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Irish Préas, the D.T.P.S., refused to allow us to bring in
prlintefs from the provincas until overy man on their books,
no| matter what his age, qualifications and plﬁsical condition,
ha al'maﬁy been employed, ©One of the conditions Mpaeed

wae that the men brought in, even from Eray, only a faw m:i.leu

outeide the City, had to take out tempnmry megberehip cards
in | the D.T.F.8., and had %to surrender those if they loat

their positions in the Irish Pross, a natural ingurance

. againot allewing Dublin, to beo overcrowded with idle members

of |their' trade.- This union was g0 well run and was so far
from being an employers' union, that during the period I had '

to negotiate with it, ite mem_bers wers receiving an average

of El per week in wages more than the Bolfast printers, I
hav
advocate that all sections of Irioh labour should be orzanised

frequently hoard Griffith praisce the DJI2P8., and

on similar lines.

However, in the face of the I‘Jm‘km thr'eat « for g0 he
regerrded it - tc the realisation of Ireland 'a national
aspirations, he was adamant, I am, of conrsa. refarring to
the Larkin of tho 1813 strike and of the ntornw Saturday
night torchlight meatings and not to the later Larkin of the
Trinity College Dabating ﬂooiety. Larkin. he held, vas a

disruptive influence. By splitting up the potential forces
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of the Irish nation into warring faotions on ¢lagw lines, he

‘ wns postponing any chance of Ireland regaining nor freedom,

quite apart frmn the faoct that the only logical outcome of

‘the puccess of hiw movement would be to sot up a dictatorship

af | the worst kind, ILater, he eaid to me of the Ruseian

oviet syotom, tm in progessn of .fomatlon‘, fA dictatoranip
4o [bad enough dbut a proletaria.n diotatoranip in infinitely

gse., I1f thore is %o be a dictatorship, let it de ono by
th' gultured classes®. “Tho propertied olasses?® I saild,

‘oxg |." he replied, "not the propertied classes « the ocultured
cuguing & opeech made the day before by Kiohael Davitt - one
of }:u last, ‘"Davitt®, ho said, "visualisee a nocialint
mov ent in which the Irish proletariat will march arm in arm
wi the Bnglieh proletariat, What is to becoms of owr
disltantive nationality? Already the -qo-oauéﬂ upper olagses

classesa." Many years carlier, in Emtscorehy. vo woro dige

: éf the two countriee are marching dim in arm, 1f Daviti'e

ideas wore to prevail, thare would be the end of the Irish
nation, The ﬁnion wotild be complote.®

This attitude of Griffith's towards Larkin was well
kno and ane day we got aonia fun out o‘tj‘ it 11.1. Gloucanter Jail,
1 had atarted out somewhat eaflior than uoual one morning
after breakfast for the exercise ground, On the ground floor

¢f the prison, 1 found some warders supervising the cleaning
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‘out of some cells not. previcusly occupied. I nsked a few

questions but got no information ém. having found there were

- fifteen cells being propared, I ran baok uyﬁata:lre t0 the cell

vhere Joe McGuinness:and Oriffith were otill at breakfast,

' I|told thom what 1 had seen and said that I was going to start

the story that Larkin had reti;rnadr from America and had landed

in Dublin the. night before, that he had attempted to hold a

me"'bing and thare had been a riot in the course of which

kin and fourteen of his comrades from Liberty Hall had been
arrested and that théy ware on their way to Glousester,
Grtffith gleefully’ agreed he io,uld bo fuﬂous when he heard

thﬁ news,

‘1 stroned aro\md the corridor and lookaed mto Tom

" Hunter's celly 'rom wag putting on his boota. :

“Aon sgenl?“ he acked .
Yo ,“ I sald, taking one of his.aigarottes,
"mt 'e up with yau?' aaked Tom. notieing oy hem Pro=

-
L]

ocoupation, B ,
"Hothing." - o ’
"You've heard something?®

‘x was silent,

| "Fnat is $t9° |

lonly those who have been tmprisoned under such conditions
can realise the thirst thore is for news of any wort.
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"Aw, maybe there's mothing in it," I enid, looking more
3 more depreused, . “ '

*dhere did you got 4t?® ha dsked, "Was it from
Thompeon?* _ |
"~ Thompson was. the wnxdor who had ‘at timea given me some
news, I nodded, | ‘ '
"What 1s it?°
1 closed Tom's door and swore him ¢o0 ‘socrecy.

C4I4m Larkin,” I said, “arrived unexpecotedly in Dnblin

st night., There was a riot and Larkin and fourtaen of hie

B &

wore axrested and put on a boat for deportation to

England,® . . '
IT .‘I.‘cm bagazli_'_to. laugh, . |
. "That's a pretty tall ona," ho said.

‘lle searched for and found a hand ball, |

- | '“Arve you coming out?® ho asked, hopping the ball.

"No," 1 said, "I've a letter I haven't rémd,®
1 went back %o my cell and in a few momente Tom pasned
my ¢ell door and ran dgwn the iron stairs, 1 heard him

gohrg toward the yard and then stop, Ilie paced tha_hnll and
a minute later he oame stumbling up the steps and bwret into
my cell.

| "They 'ro oleaningz out the empty cells below," ho said.
*What?" 1 asked, absent-mindedly, without taking my
eyee| from the letter I was reading,
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“They ‘re oleaning out the cells dometairs,”

*Iry another ono, Tom," 1 said, without getting up.
‘"Honest,” he said, "come and nee for yourself,."

*1It's early in the morning,Tom,* I said, '

lie nearly dragzed me from the cell and down the stairs,

We counted the cella, opon-mouthed, There wera fifteen we

agreed., . Without o word, I turncd and walked back up the

 stairs to my coll, Tom following.,

1% looka like $t,°® ha eald.

1'm afratd oo."

"dell, what io there to be down 4n the mowth about?®
“3¢'s griffith.I'm thinking of," I eaid, "you know how
ho [feols ahdut Larkin,.,” .
“Damn it, I never thought of ﬁhat.“-saié Tom.

| He was itching to leave the Gell to share the news with

somsone elae. o went to the door,.

"Léok;.wom.“ I ploadcd, "don't give me away."

“Oh Lord, not at ail," he said.

*You know it's on agcount of Thompson, *

"Sure," sald Tom as he vent off,

In a féw nomente I heéra oxoited whispers here and

there in éha corridor and, after a 1ittle while, Seaﬁ MoEnteo

¢

*Did you hear anything?® he asked,
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- I had not, I said. He told me the st_ory' about Larkin,
the riots and the i)reparation of the calln, 1 wag very
aaéptieal; He assured me it wag true.‘ - ¥here had he heard

1t? I asked., Ho wns not in a pouition to tell mo, but I
could take his word for gt‘ that it was absolutely true.
Manahan came along just then and he had the story also, but

' wlith-soma additional details, Tommy Dillon whe came on

the scene wanted to knov,— "in voluble Ir'ish,‘wm they couldn't

_ send larkin somewhere else., I asked meaningly if W&rifflth

had beecn told ond, without a word, thay all made for Joo™s |
cell, I followed them, - Griffith, with an absolutely
weoden faco, was listoning %o Jim Kﬁolan‘télling the stoi'y.

| "And théy 're sending him here?® he asked, pulling ‘a.t
hie moustache. _ o | " L

' “That's what we're told," said Dolan helpleosly.
Grifeith turned his back on us and picking up a vook, he

id'ly filcked over the leaves. Each of the othex;e looked
ag if ho alone were responsible for tho catastrophe. 1

ventured the opinion that it was all a yarn and brought dowm

on my head a violent and unanimous denunciation., 1t wao,

clear that in my attitude of doubt, I was in a minority of

on%. I found myself beginning to beliava the story myself.
Ginger O'Connell rushed in with the story afrosh, He had ;
the added detail that Larkin would arrive in tho small houre
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following

. of the/fvorning. There was an atmosphere of gloom.

1 don't see,® oaid ueﬂnﬁae, “ghy we should take it

1ike this, After mll, wa are all Irishmon and victims of
the same foreign tyranny.” ' |

Griffith turned on hiam, |
“Larkin is not an Irishman,” ho eaid,

sEven 3f ho 4o not," eald Joe MoGuinnoama, “surely we

conld arrange to oarry om without an open break,"

eriffith was muttoring under his breath words like

"pommunict®, "syndicalist”, | 'etc .
) L

"Look hers,” eaid Dolan, "in spite of everything, and
*ro no love fjor"harkin, wo should not show a disunited front
B face of the enemy.' | ‘ | |

o "That's right,” 1 agreed, "and moreaver, whatever A.G.
hi::ﬂm; of Tim, garkin hag dono a ,'ldt for the working man,*
Griffith 1h§érrqpted me aavaéaly and accused me of

e¢ing a larkinite, He 'aaid I had taken Larkin's wide on

ho Wexford eﬁriké, 1 retorted warml& that I had taken

%

the side of thé workers because they were badly troated, but

hat Gid not mean I wag a ‘.&.mrkini’aé. .
‘ef oourse,® said Griffith loftily, ‘léuktmg at me, “4f

1
|
a

anyonc wants to nobnob with him, "t}?._a.t?a nis own affair s but

will not willingly aescoiate with a'man ‘1 regard as @

estructive foroo in Irich nationalism.”
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All day lonz the diacussion went on, oven $n the

oxeraise around, After suppor tho argument grew éa hot that
i’ Louple of tho lads nearly oaﬁg to blowss Just before
‘1ockeup, Griffith came to my coll, chuoﬁ?ng with glee.

| "Do you tnink we ought to tell then?® he asked.

"Good lord,” 1 anvwered, "wo'd be murdered."

in the morning wo learnmed that the now prisonsrs for

whom the cells were being prepared were old fricuds of ours |
from Usk prison, and we all breathed freoly once more,

Hany of the prisoners took advantage of thoir incarcora=
tion to atudy; ‘but Griffith sheisted on re.g;a.raing his interne
nent as a holiday, having 'ni:ver ta.kén a vacation outeide,
Life in the world wag Bométimas gr‘im,.' occanionally terrible
‘for him, but in jail ho refuscd to taks life soriously. 1
helped lg’irﬁAta think up jokes which wero often considered a
dreadful nuisance by the othar prisoners. A numbor ‘of them
had started to play bridge '- a slow game at any timo, but
doubly so for beginners, OGriffith and I pointed out to %the
plIYGra that the game wav a sad wasio of time, that for a
card gane 4§t had not even .the rapld fire delivery of nap or
solo or oven fortyefive to redoem 4it, that it had all tho
baneful offeots of & drug and wae therefore demoralising.

' The 'plaarera patiently stroked their buwdding ‘mnuatmnea -
th?’ wore all growing them - and tried to reach oven deepor

|
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depths of concantration on the cards tney held, They
ignored us as long 23 they could but finally they abandoned

" the effort to continuc the game- in the hall and they rotired

ta one of the colls. Bven then, we could not leave them

. 1n"§eaee.. %o walked notﬂ& up and dmm tho corridor

outside the cell, talking 1oud1y‘ of tho iniquity of gard
playing in genoral and of bridge in particular. We deplored
tho faot that this inoidious vion had found.'ai'.z way into our

1ittlo world and predicted the dire congequencos that would
ensue if it wore not rooiod out, Aé this hnd no effect,

wo decided on' trying conundrune which had thon been rag ing

in the prison lfor somo time. Somoona would propound a readye
mpde conundruw and challenge the housa for an answer, |
Gpnerally, the more inane the angwer, tho batter the chance

0 ita being right. Bo we uppearcd at the door of the sard
playore® vell, '

“Ah, hore's a gooad ome,® cried Griffith, pointing
ranatically at the card table. "How ie that pack of carde

Sd___ I

Lite a baskel of orangest®
I tried several silly answors, the most brilliant being

that there were several douces (juices) 4n 11‘,.'.- At oaoh

Ittempt. Griffith would cry out that it wa3a wrong and exhort
e to try again, At laet I gave it up,
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"It's because thers are 30 many pips in it,” ho oried
and we both laughed 80 uproariously that the players rose
- en masse and 'ohamed at uss Ve took refuge in the other
o“alle and, when 1 emerged from my hiding place, I found
‘Griffitn again outside the card playere® eoll, the door of
ich had been closed. . Ho had taken off hia shoes so as %o
dTadan his footfalls and was carrying out tho stools from
the adjoining cells, Theso wore pilaed high againat the
door and when all was ready we atarted yelliug. As we
@xpeeted, tho door wag wrenched open and the stools all fell
ihto thae cell, creating an unholy clattor,
All verp childish, of coursc, but alli holpinz to offset
the tedium of confinement. |
His choea pgames, howover, Griffith took seriously. He
vag extremely good though hie played very rapidly. Weo played
early every night and I remember beating hin anly. onece.
Thers was plenty of timo %o think up and carry out
Tohemes designed %o haraes one's comrados. Somaone gave me

one day a copy of the Dundalk Demograt, one of the provincial

evapapers which was hostile to Siun Fein, There was a
reat deal of posteolection nows, anongst the items baing a
]mtter from Sean McEntoe ‘thnnking the electors of Honaghan
Fcr having chosen him as M.P. One of the pnssages in the
i

etter was a quotation from a speech of Prosident Wilson's,
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prefaced by the words ®As another gpokesman ha.«s. gaid in
another place, atot, | 1 brought the paper to my cell and
with a pin I workéd at it for half an hour until I had
changed the word spokesman inte statesman. It was good

‘ Iumg}x to deceive the naked oeyes ' Then 1 brought the paper
out and ahewed it to Denny MoCullagh, le was sa tickled
that he atarted i‘éading tl:lo lettor aloud to all and sundry.
mglantee ¢ame rushing out of his cell, mdignmtly donying

en

het had written the "statesman* paragraph.“ ile read the
paper for himself and declared his words had been altered
by, tho editor of the Democrat to '.hold him up to ridicula,

He rotired to his coll, vowing ho would write a flaming
letter to the editor., I confessed m;fﬂm and
¥gGuinnoes what I had done and asked Lt\'.o tTy and got Sean

%9 refrain from w"ri.tina the letter. Thaylmera:l.y took it
all as a joke, but whén Tommy Dillon came in and gave ue
details of what Hontee wae writing, thoy realised it would
have to be stopped. I was doputed to try and reason with
Sean. I put the case to him as atrongly as I could and
sadd that,as an old newspaper man, if I were the editor of

the Democrat and received from a political opponent such &

lettor as he was writing, I would make a hare of him with a

?t was all no use. Sean was adamant, , Of course, I did

l

oadline "MoEntee eays he is not a statesman 1ike Wilson”.
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not know, at the time, that it was 1 who was being made o
hare of because Tommy Dillon had given mo away by telling

McEntee tho wholn atany. ALl doy long tne comedy went on
angd, ﬂuany, lt was agreed that when Bean handed the 1atter
1nqo the Governor tg office, I should try and get an oppore
tunity to retrieve it, At longth, shortly bvefore soix

o 'élock, watohing from my cell, I gsaw HoEntee going to the
Governor's office with the letter in his hand. Reoturning,

he ptopped to chat with a couple of the lads Juat oppoaite

oy gcell, ‘while I RO in a fevér for fea.r the Governor would

tan up and enter the office before I eou:l.d gat the letter.

" Eventually, Sean went to his cell and I ran across te the

Governor's effice. 'Theré wag the letter on the tahle.‘

" addressed to the Dundalk Demodrat. 1 picked it up Just as

I wps aware aa‘meoﬁe had come to the office door, It wae

the| Governor., |

_ *Good evan.‘.ng,”_ lze'aaid.._looking; as 1 thoﬁght,' '

suapiciously at the lettor in my hand, I was so confuved
that I could not think of a word %o sav.

| ' *Did you want anything," he saids

_ “Why, yea,“ I angwered, "there wap & parcel sent to me
fron+ Dublin and 11: ahould have arr:lved two doys ago.”

Fe1190 '

1 wondered if the parcel had come,
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"No," he said, "you know very well that all parcels are

delivered the day they are received.”
"Y1 was going to poat this letter,” I sajd, "but 1 have

changed my mind," and I pushed past him out of the office,
All the fellows were in the corrideor as I made.my Way

'back and WoBnteo asked me loudly how I had got on., I knew

then, of course, there was somothing i’rrong. 1 went straight
to [Sean and proferred him tho lettor. |

#1 took this back,” 1 said as a preliminary to making a
clgan breast of the whole tinng-” | |
"Open it-," eanid Sean, 1 did so an¢ found maide only
a blank gheet of paper. Thie time the laugh was on me.

I have often wondérad how the monks in a minmotery can
go on day after day, and year after year, seeing the same
people and haar:lng the came thingas and retain their r:nantax

balance., Of coursé, their voluntary renunciation of the
world in the spirit of self daorifice -has a groat deal to do
with 1%, Certainly in Gloucestor Jail, and the same was

. %rue of all other internment jails, féw of the prisoners

kept an absolutely level méntal balance and Griffith was omo’

of the fow, ‘oniy 1in his dealings with ‘t"h’a Governor did he

chow signe of an irritation which the othérs of us felt and

often expressed towards one another,
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ée Ald came running out, his falofale withjfuny.-

ko broka my ‘0ell windopf* ho oried. :

"I did - ~eaid Denny N ullagh. ad@ﬂng. quite truthrulxy.
it was an accident,” ;

Fitzgorald rarn tack :nta thc eriaon and whon HeCullagh
returned to his gdll Ba_found g drenohmd with water{ 1t
appeared that Fitzgerald hed 111ed a bncket with water,
lugped it .a¥ong tho corridof Wpd daahnd 4t into Denny'e celi.

"it)e a.pity,” saidfinger W'Connell to Fitzgerald, "$hat
you dg ﬂot learn %o ou tivate a little more of the detachmont
va?= soai-«u'paum-:,'ero

Sesn NoEnteo had the quickest temper of any man in the
bunch hutﬁ’at the same time, he was quick to forgive and his
gsweroaity never failled. 1 remember how humiliated I felt
vhen only o few days after I had had a fierce row with him
ovar a kettle of bolling water and a fIying pan » 8 row in
shioh all the right was on his side - I came down with &

faverish cold and Sean came to my oecll at least once every

ho to minister to my noede, RByory pareel he got wae ghared

with G ¢ 1
~him- . rather
Qorid -= -jail,




>

‘ )
!
The ah _SGound hia _acdHiyd

o9 7" 19l 8-guchi-4]

526

c_:xncludeﬂ  must B0 ong’ of tho outstandida 1eada'of the

Rising. The.‘f had “‘1dgn°e mwms na’had J.ed g

inl Dufidalk, a:? as somewhere g&se in Mo
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| CHAPTER XXIIL

"Sean T, O'Kelly went to Parig aa tne Envoy
-of Dall Eireann, Yor wany months he tried to
secure a hearing for the Irish delogataes at 1
' gcgce Conference but he found that Rritign |
,I influence was %00 strogg . |

The cells were unlocked at six o'clock put most of us

A 1ay on in bed for an nour 0T 80 longer, Sean HckEntee was

alﬂaya up early to get the nalf dozen English newspapera we

9uﬁaer1bed to. One morning I could not elaep and 1 was waiting
[ .

to come out wnen the door was Opaned. I found the papers at

the entrance to our wing and my firat glance at them showed

‘me that the,newa was sensational. 1 hastily picked up all

the papors and brought tnem to my cell., The news featured

" in Fibbon headlinea on the_front_ﬁagea wag to tne effect that

Dé‘Yalera had ewscaped from Lincoln Jaii,. I read the'acoéunt

| ' . » g .
in the Daily Mail, After a while, McEntee came out, filled

~ his kettle and put it on the gas ring to boil,  Then he

wen§ down for the newspapers and'returnéd'ampty»handed-io his
991#. 1 went on with my rea@ing until I had absorbed thq |
whole stoiy'ag& then 1 concealed all the newspapers under ﬁy:
matixéga. | I_atrqiied out into the nall and found Hanahan

assistiﬁg Sgan who.was fryiﬁg bacon and eégs. Sean told me
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the paper? had not yet arrived, Ho was going to make another

calle

GOE
ge,

_complaint about tho late delivery. 1 ﬁént on to Griffith'e

"Are you awake " R
"Yas " '
"Listen,® I said, °Dev escaped from Lincoln-jail yosters

day morning. . IT's front page news in all the papera.”

He jumped out of beds

“Where are the pa_paré?“

*They 'ro all conconled in my cell.®”
*Are you eerioue?“ o

*aAbgolutely+ I'm not goinzx to give ocut the paperse

t111 I first tell the s tory and see the reaction, 5o don't

- give me avgy." .

Somo of the .lads were moving about and the warders were

ing on duty when I loft Griffith, I went to ioEntcoe's

1,

Hanshan and he wero at breaskfaat .
ey Seaﬁ,' d4id you get any axplma.tioxi about the nowse

papers?®
P He .8

:SI; know the reagson they're late, There's news in them.”
"gall, think of that,® said Seans , |

w ﬁ-&_]‘ e\_‘_g fw l.s--\cJC--' J“;‘z' "t M

Hanahan began to laugh. . -

"“That's a good one," he eaid.
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“I suppose,” eaid Seam, you got i% from one of tho
rdera.

“’fh&t s right. . )

Sean ot00d up and looked out in the corridor,
"I.iatén. boys,® he sald to all and gundry» "Dev has

aescaped from Lincoln jail, m gays se? EBrennan oays 50.

Haw, haw, haw:“

*Hlaw, haw, hawl" they all chorussed,
I started to prepare breakfast and they all crowded

arund kidding me, The moref[ tried to convince them the

: gtury va9 tme. the more thqy laughed.

an

"You’ll have to think up somothing botter than that,*
14 ¥McCullagh. - *It's mot up to your usual atandard,"”
I brought tho breakfast along to Joe MoBuinnoss' osll.

.Gr

a trick like that on ug,?

fith had told him the nows, |
"I don't bolleve it," paid Joe. _“You shouldn't play

-

To convinca him, I want bagk to my own quarters and

brought. baok ane of the papers. concealed under my coat,
'rhey looked at f.he headlinen,

"Aw, this 18 too good,* said Joe, "lot them have the

pPApATs o

%o

"Ho," 1 aam. | mnt to teach them

e aom ™ BUREAU oF- M”...'i \R\ h|3HJuY 1913-21
felieve me 8 tine. BURO STAIRET M__lLF_ T 1913‘21




