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STATEMENT OF MR. ROBERT BRENNAN

}}2 Lower Dodder Road, Rathfarnham,
Dublin.

Shortly after I arrived to take up the pesition of
Director of Publicity for Sinﬁ'Féin - at least, that was

not my title; my title was Officer in Charge of the Sinn
Féin Press Bureau - in March, 1918, odd journalists began

to call, all of whom wanted to interview Mr. de Valera.

I femember an American who had a long interview
with de Valera and I was amused to observe the methods
used by the American reporters as contrasted with any of
the others. - This man was more interested in thé
personality of the man rather than in the politics of the
day, such as, offering him a cigarette and getting a
refusal - "You don't smoke?" "No". Of course, that was
a point to be noted. "You doﬁ't drink?“ “No*., And so
on, in order to get a picture of the personal tastes,

background and outline of the man's character.

Very few of the British journalists came to
headquarters at that time but we had men from Portugal,

Spain, Japan, France and Italy as well as from -America.

On one occasion there was a big group of journalists -
in the Shelbourne Hotel. They had come over fgom London
where they had assembled for some blg project. Many of
these were Americans but there were also joufnalists from
the Continent and one man was a Boer from South Africa.

Barry Boland and myself saw them and gave them an outline

of what Sinn Fdin stood for. They asked us a great many

searching questions, the main one being whether we would
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be satisfied with Dominion Home Rule. We had, of course,
pamphlets to give them, outlining the programme and poliey
of 3inn F€in and arguments on which our case for complete

inde?endence was based.

Sometimes in the later stages, when we had left
No. 6 Harcourt Street, a journalist would call there and
invariably some passer-by told him how to get ih touch.
On one occasion it was a boy who sold newspapers at the
corner of Cuffe Street and Harcourt Street. This poor
fellow was afterwards arrested and tried for an offence
which he did not commit,lthe shooting of Detective Wharton.
He was sentenced to fifteen years, I can't remember his
name at the moment. He must have been released at the
time of the Treaty because he was afterwards accidentally
killed during an encounter between the rival forces in the

Civil War.

I have explained in my book, "Allegiance", how the
journalists were able to get in touch rapidly with the Sinn

Fegin organisation.

My office continued handling publicity in No. 6 - =

Harcourt Street after the setting up of Ddil Eireann in

| January, 1919, The Dgil, however, had set up a Publicity

Department, of which Larry Ginnell was Chief with the title,

Director of Publiecity.

When Ginnell was arrested, Desmond Fitzgérald took
his place. He carried on in my office in Harcourt Street.
until such time as-we left it. On account of the number
of raids, the continued occupation of No. 6 Harcourt Street
became impossible and we went to Mount Street - Mrs.

Nugent's house. We all worked together. After some time
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we left ﬂrs. Nugent's house in Mount Street and, for a while;
worked in another place she had in-Baggot Street where her
business was. - Later again, we moved from thefe to offices
in Molesworth Street. We had two rooms on the second floor

of it.

This continmued until I left the Publicity Department
to establish the Foreign Affairs Office. That was in
January or February of 1921. I took offices-then in
Denzille Street in the house beside Oriel‘House.

Before we left Harcourt Street, the staff consisted
of Michedl Nﬁﬁan, Vera McDonnell, Kathleen McKenna and
Frank Gallagher. I think that is all we had up to the
election in 1918, £he time of my arrest. Subsequently
there were in the joint offices Larry Ginnell, later
Desmond Fitzgerald, Anna Fitzsimons Kelly. Kathleen .
McGilligan, Sheila Murphy and her sister came later.

There was also a messenger boy by the name of Jimmy Hynes.

In my Foreign Affairs office in Denzille'Lane (now -

.  Fenian Street) there were Mairin Cregan Ryan, Frank Kelly,

Jim Bolger (my brother-in-law), James Carty (now in the .

National Library) and a Miss Marie Molony.

Some time early in 1921 I had occasion to see

de Valera. It was either in the house at Strand Road,
Merrion, or else in the house he went to in Blackrock, off
Merrion Avenme. While I was waiting in the hall,

de Valera came oﬁt with a tall, loose-limbed man, whom I
took to be an American, a journalist, and de Valera
introduced us. The man went off at once. Evidently he
had a cab waiting. A few days later I was travelling on

top of an open-top tram proceeding towards Baggot Street
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when 1 had an encounter with this man, whose ﬁame was Jim
Connolly from Boston as I afterwards learned, the

circumstances of which-I set out in an article which I

‘wrote for 'Irish Writing' in 1952. This article was re-

printed in the 'Irish Digest' for October, 1952.

There were a few of the British journalists who were
more or less friendly, one of them being Desmond McCartﬁy
and the other, Hugh Martin, but in the main they were

hostile. The American journalists as a rule were friendly.

!

Some time during the Tan War the French novelist
Monsieur Pierre Benoit - author of "La Chauséde

Des Gdants" was very friendly.

Maurice Bourgeois was very unfriendly, mainly
because he shared the view held by many people in France
that the insurrection of 1916 was a stab in the=back for
the allies. In my book, "Allegiance", I have told the

circumstances which compelled him to change his attitude.

Concerning fhe book, "Allegiance", what happenéd was
this. One night in Washington there were a few‘friends
in - Americans mainly - and they asked_mé to tell them |
something about my experiences during the Tan War. Next
day my secretary, who had been present, produced a
typeseript copy of what I had been saying. When I read
this, I thought it was so much better than I could have
done if I had written it, that we said whenever we would
get a few mimites to spare, we would proceed on the same
1ines and I would talk as if I had an audience. In that
way, when I came back to Ireland, I had three parts of the

book written, so I had only to fill up a few blanks.

I was married in 1909. It pust have been two or

three years before that that T was enrolled by Sean T.
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0'Kelly in the I.R.B., as described in the book, with a group

of others.

When I was about to get married, I felt.ﬁneasy'
because I wanted to tell my future wife that I belonged to
this organisation and that I might be called out to fight,
but I could not tell her because one of the verj strict
rules of the organisation was that you could not give any
such information to anybody who was not a member. I said
they would have to accept her as a member. I put it
before-my oﬁn people first and they said, "Why not go up to
Dublin and tell them?" I went up to Dublin. Sedn T. |

0'Kelly happened to be in Wexford some time latef and swore

na in as a member of the organisation. About that time

somebody told me that there was only one other lady a

member. .

The first occasion on which I came to a Sinn Féin

Ard Fheis as a member of the Ard-Chomhairle for Lelnster,

- 'the two Hegarty's - P.S. and Sedn - attacked Griffith on

the grounds that he was hobnobbing with William O'Brien,M.P.
There was a bitter argument which went on for hours and
finally Griffith said that on four occasions he had been

approached to stand for a seat in Parliament, twice by the

‘Redmondites and twice by O'Brien. On each occasion he had

refused point-blank. ' The matter was not pursued then.
Afterwards'either Madame Markievicz, in whose house at
Belcamp Park we stayed that night, or Helena Molony told me
that Hobson, who had been silent during the_discussion, was

at the back of the whole thing.

In March, I believe, of 1916 Pearse lectured in
Enniscorthy. On that occasion he arranged to send cipher
messages to the various Commandants, indicating the date of

the Rising. The arrangement he made with Sedn Sinnott,
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the Commandant of the Wexford Battalion aﬁd Vice Commandant
of the Brigade, was that a number of school-desks were to
be delivered on a certain date and that he, Sedn, was to
add or deduct - I forget which - éeven days from the day

mentioned, which would indicate the date of the Rising.

On the Thursday before Easter Sunday, a lady arrived
in Wexford. I believe it was Miss Min Ryan, afterwards
Mrs. Richard Mulcahy, who delivered a message to Sedn
Sinnott, which shoﬁed that the Rising was fixed for Easter

Sunday.

I know it was Min Ryan that my wife met on the
Sunday. She - my wife - went to Enniscorthy to be there
when I arrived. Our plans were that we were to march to
Enniscorthy and I wanted her there when we got there. It
must have been Sunday when she left, herself and Miss

Hegarty.

Miss Hegarty was a teacher student at the Loreto
Convent in Wexford. She was from Ballingeary and is now
Mrs. § Tuama. I met her in Cork City years and years
afterwards and I believe her husband was working in the

city of Cork then. She accompanied my wife to Enniscorthy.

Commentary on my Book, "Allegiance':

Page 51 - re name of despatch rider - Tom Furlong.

I think it was Lawlor who came to see me following

letter from Eamonn Comerford about my statement regarding

he message from Kilkenny in Easter Week, 1916.

Mdire Q'Neill was a writer. She was in the

Onionist camp.
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Page 68 -

Puring the Black and Tan raids we used to keep any
documents we had to keep, or some that had hisporic value,
in bundles ready to be sent to a hiding place. On several
occasions Miss Gaul, who was a governess - a Wexford girl -
employed by Mrs. Kirkwood-Hackett who lived next door to us
stored bundles for us. Another person who used to store
bundles of this kind for us was Miss Cunningham, the Matron

of Trinity Hall.

After The Truce I tried to recover these documents
and one bundle was missing. In this bundle was the letter
from. Colonel French. Miss Gaul was sure she had given back

all the stuff she had secreted for us.

Seven years elapsed, and one day I was in a tram and
I heard two women talking. One of them said, "Another
thing she is boasting about is that she has a lot of
letters signed by Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith".
The two ladies left the tram at the next stop. Suddenly
it dawned -on me that they were talking about Mrs. Kirkwood-
Hackett and that they were talking about my letters. I

had never seen these two ladies before or since.

It happened that about a week later Mrs. Hackett
came to an office I had in Messrs. Kean & Company, Dame
Street, when 1 was organising‘the 'Trish Press'. She
wanted some data about the I.R.A. in connection with a play

fhe was writing, of which I was to be the central figure.

said nothing about the papers but she invited me to her

Touse in Dundrum to look at a draft of the play. It
Toncerned the escape of an I.R.A. leader by getting through

]
T skylight and down a ladder and being concealed by the

wonan of the house in a theatre. basket.



8.

During the interview she asked me whether letters signed
by Collins and Griffith would have any commercial value. |

I said I would like to see them, whereupon she produced a

few letters sighed by Collins and Griffith and some copies of
"Phe Irish Bulletin". There was no sign of my Colonel French
letter. Then I told her that these letters had belonged to
me and she said she found them under the stairs adjoining the
"lreturn room in her old house in Belgrave Road; I told het

that there was one letter I was very anxious tc get, signed

by Colonel French. She said she had burned some of the
 material but that she had some other documents. ﬁhen I
assured her that this was not Lord French, she produced the
tetter. I told her I was taking this and that she could have
all the rest. Mrs. Hackett's play was 1ater.produced at the
Abbey under the title "Number Ten (or perhaps Twelve) Belgrave
Road" and by that time the central figure, according to Mrs.

Hackett, had become Michael Collins.

Lan}

age 79.

I was about a week in Waterford.

Page 85.

Re. Courtmartial. I do not remember the names of

the people who tried me. The only one I knew was the Advdcate-
General on the preliminary hearing. He was a young Irish
barrister who was a friend of Charlie Power. I can't remember
his name. He might have been Hanna. He used to attend the
Court Sessions in Wexford. I said something to him about
Charlie Power which Charlie told me afterwards nearly got him

into troubie.

Page.146.

I wrote the 16 episodes of Danny Dwyer to keep nmyself
from going mad and I am glad to say it served the purpose.
I did not embody the story in my book "Allegiance' as I first

thought of doing. It is now ready for publication and I hope
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to have it produced shortly.

That is the explanation of the gap in the typescript
copy I'am giving to the Bureau. You will notice there is a

jimp from Page 24C to 397.

Page 153 = re Brugha and Griffith:

After l§16 there were at least three different movements
either in fact or in embryo. Griffith was keen on retaining
the Sinn Fein movement on the same lines as prior to 1916.-
The main plank in the programme, so far as Britainv«aé»
concerned, was that we would not negotiate with Britain on
the question of Ireland's status until they, the British,
recognised theilr. own Acé of Parliament, called the
Renuneiation Act of 1782, I think, by which the British
enacted that only the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland

honld legislate for Ireland. The second movement was the
one that was in embryo, the thought in the mindsTof all the
Weoplé who had been out in Easter Week that we should avail
of the Sinn Féin movement and remould it along Republican
lines. The third was an organisation which Count Plunkett
had set up, called, I think, the Liberty League, which was

far more to the left than either of the two foregoﬁng.

As soon as we were released from Pentonville Jail -

there was 120 of us there - de Valera began to work,for the

mpification of all the parties to these three movements, and

he finally succeeded by getting them all to accept a formula
that the aim of the‘organisationxfas the independence of
Ireland ahd that a plebiﬁcite would be held as soon as fhat
ingependence was attained,.so that the Irish people could

decide the form of government they wanted.

-

They were all in agreement, so much so that when we. were
going into the Ard Fheis in October 1917, and while .there was

still considerable debating as to whether de Valera or
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Griffith should be President, they were debating it in the
queues outside the Mansion House and a lady from Monaghan
spoke to me. She said she was entirely in favour of Griffith
and I said that, while I had a great admiration for him, I was

going to vote for de Valera.

I have told in the book about the two caucuses which were
workings; one for the I.R.B. under the direction of Michael
Collinsyy and his list placed FEamon de Valera No. 13 and the
other, organised by Darrell Figgis-with, it was éupposed,
Arthur Griffith's approval, and on this list Griffith‘s name

ppeared first. I have told of how Harry Hanrahan courageously
exposed the two caucuses and denounced them at thé Ard Fheis,
receiving, as-it seemed from the applause, the almost
unanimous agreement .of -the gathering. The culmination of all
this came when, to the surprise of practically everybody
present, Griffith proposed de Valera for the presidency. I
do not know a thing about a meeting beforehand at which

Griffith was asked to give way to de Valera.

Page 162. Re. Desmond Fitzgeréld - Did he feel any

resentment about the Publicity post?

No, because when I met him, I had written to him. When
I |spoke to him about it, I had not realised that de Valera had
me| in mind; and in the letter to him I told him then that I
was applying. When next I met Desmond Fitzgerald, about a-
week after I arrived in Dublin, he banteringly referred to my

conscéentious chivalry.

Paddy Sheehan was de Valera's secretary at the time I
arrived in Dublin. He told me a couple of days after I
'arrived that P.S5. O'Hegarty had been mentioned for the post,
that Collins was very keen on his getting it and that de Valera
when he heard that he had .not been married in a Catholic‘church

said "No'".
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Page 166. Re. suggestion that Collins was organising

the Volunteers for a showdown, for action, on
his own responsibility.

That was in my mind. There was something.else preceding
that which I told in the hook. When I went to No. 6 Harcourt
ote I toqk a desk in the General Secretary's office and was
working there. De Valera, when he heard.I-was_there, brought
me up to his room and said: "You are to -work hefe. I do not
want them to direct the publicity éf this organisation'.
"Them", in my mind, at that time, meant Griffith and Darrell
Figgis. It was clear to me that de Valera was trying to hold
the balance evenly between the moderates in Griffith's camp
and the extremists in Collins's camp. With that background,
you can see how easy it was for me to believe that the I.R.B.
could contemplate action and build up to a point where action

would have to be accepted as a fait accompli.

Cathal Brugha had broken with the I.R.B. He was Minister
for Defence. If anything was intended, it might not be |

discussed at a formal meeting of the Volunteer Executive.

Page 170. .Darrell Figgid tells that story alsc and that he
was the man concerned?
He was like a jackdaw for collecting material. There
musit have hbeen another incident of this kind because Fintan

Murphy - I believe it was Fintan Murphy - told me that he had

~gone to Mayo to pick up a consignment of guns that were landed

from a German submarine. Now, as well as I recollect, ﬁhé

section of the map showing the.place on the HMayo coast where
the lguns were landed was not Achill. That is my recollection,!
whereas Fintan Murphy said the place he went to was Achill.

It must have been another incident.
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Page 171. Re. large blonde lady about 30 years of age?l

Yes, she told me who she was. Shes aid she was the wife

lof a ver& important Sinn Féin leader, who was a lawyer in

Belfast.- I know who she was. She was Mrs. Alexander Lynh.
Alec Lynn was here in Dublin for years afterwards. I met him
in the Four Courts myself. I never.mentioned this to him.

I never met her afterwards. _She was not living with her
husband at the time. I did not know it at the time, but I
learned it afterwards. She had left Ireland at the time and

had gone to the Continent.

I had very grave doubits when she askedlme'certain
questions. She showed me the questionnaire. The fifth or
sixth question was: "What was the strength of the Volunteers?
How far were they in a position to carry out wprks of
sabotage in London, such as, railway termini, power plants?"
An elaboration of that question was that a sum of £10C0 would
be paid for each attempt and £5000 for any successful attempt.
S0, reading this, I thought the Germans would never be so
stupid as to make an offer of this kind because they must
have known that we would have been very glad to blow up any-
thing in London without any financial reward. That was what

put the suspicion in my mind first.

I must have been wrong in suspecting her, because Collins
tolld me afterwards that she was all right and that, actually,
he| was using the invisible ink, of which she brought the

formula. I don't know if he kept up the connection.

There was no sequel as far as I was concerned, but, as
far as Michael Collins was concerned, yes, to the extent I

have stated.

It was shortly after the German Plot arrests and that is

why| I was being so careful. There was a German Plot to this
extent, that the Germans were trying to contact us to get us

to-carry out such works of sabotage and, as a matter of fact
?
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you have it much later on, that we were negotiating for the
landing of arms; therefore, while there was no actual German
Plot in theésense that Lloyd George described, there were
certainly contacts between the Gefmans and ourselves with a

view to getting arms mainliy.

Briscoe was in Germany trying to buy arms and there was
another man from Tipperary whose name I forget nowv. Thé
compiaint that our representatives in Germany - Nancy Power
and Chartres, and particularly John T. Ryan of America -

made was that this man went around in a very remarkable

Stetson hat (not Briscoe, but the other fellow) which would
attract attention in Germany or anyvhere. Briscoe and he
were working together for a while, but, whether they continued
to work together, I don't know. His name could be McGuinness.
He was the type of man ﬁho would wear a Stetson hat. That

was 1921. It was in the Truce period‘Ivas thére.‘ I was not

out of the country before that.

The last I heard of the blonde lady was that she and

Mick had a rendexzvous in Joe MacDonagh's house. I have said
in the book that I got Mick Nunan to conduet her ﬁo the house
Mick had selected for the meeting, whichwas Joe MacDonagh's

house. I was forced to the conclusion that her visit there

brought this raid about when, in actual fact, it might be
coincidence. She was an Irishwoman. She knew German.
She‘was Aler-Lynn's wife. I know nothing else about her.

You could find out through Alec. He is practising in Belfast.

Regarding Mrs. Llewelyn Davis being a spy, the idea is
absolutely ridiculous. There is not a shred of truth in the
statement that Mrs. Llewelyn Davies was an agent or spy for
the British. She came of a family which had a very trégic
history. Her father was James O'Comnor, an M.P. for Wicklow,
who had been a Penian and who, when Sinanéin_started, told

Simon Maguire, the editor of the Wexford "Free Press', which
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wvas violently anti-Sinp Féin, that he, Maguire, was making a
big mistake in opposing the activities of the young men. James
0'Connor, though he loyally supported the Parliamentary Party
of which he was a member, held all his lifetime that the

young men who wanted to fight were rigﬁt. One day the family
ate mussels which had been collecteﬁ.on the foreshore, I think,
near Segpoint and, as a result, the whole family died, with the
excéption of the father and a little girl of six‘who had not

eaten the mussels. The mother and five other children all died.

So far as the spy charge is concerned, this lady was
passionately devoted to .Ireland. ©She had married a man named

Llewelyn Davies, who was a prominent supporter of the Liberal

Party in England. She had lectured in various parts of England

on behalf of the Liberal Pérty'and her husband became solicitor
to the Post Office, being appointed thereto by Lloyd George,

.presumably as a token of gratitude.

I first met this lady in Bushy'Papk Road in Mrs. Childers!
house. Mrs. Cﬁilders had invited Desmond Fitzgerald, Frank
Gallagher and myself to meét her. Subsequently, she called to

my; house at 10 Belgrave Road and said she had just dropped in

n her way to see Bob Barton who, at the time, was staying in
Mrs. Ceannt's house in Oakley Road. She told me then she was
anxious to do what she could to assist Sinn Féin,. and thought
of | taking a house iﬁ Dublin. Iwould say that would have been
in |1919, because Childers had visited me in 6 Harcourt Street,
so we had not left Harcourt St. and he too had said he was
coming over %o throw in his lot with Sinn Féin. They (the.
Childers) took a house in Wellington Road and were there some
months before moving to Bushy Park Road, but still I think

1919 had not ended by the time I speak of.

Subsequently, Mrs. Davies invited myself and my wife to the

Shelbourne Hotel to meet her husband. They were staying in -

Ireland for a few days. It may be a few weeks had elapsed and

it may be that his v131t was occasioned by the taklné of a

housq, which is very likelvy.
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After Mrs. Davies had taken the house at Raheny, my
wife and I visited her there several times and, on one

occasion, I remember Lily Brennan was also a visitor.

Mrs. Davies showed me the heads of a pamphlet she was

writing and asked my opinion about it.' I told her to go

'ahead, that it was very sound. Subseqguently, she sent me

the manuscript of this pamphlet. It was fairly vocluminous
for that period and ran to about thirty-two pages. There
was no name , and I believe she told me she did not want hef
neme on it. I consulted Mrs. Childers about the panphlet
and she suggested the name, I believe, of John Cobden Bright.
If it‘was not that néme, it was another combination of two
wellknown Liberals? names, I am prgtty certain about Bright.
Lhen a consigmment of the printed pamphlets arrived in London
Mrs. Davies, during a call to Art 0 Briain's office, saw it
and flew into a rage. Art 0 Briain told me, she said: "You
ought to burn -the whole thing". The only explanation for
this was that she did not want anyone to know of her labours
for an English political party and that the combination of
these great Liberal names with.the pamphlet was rated by her

as a deliberate attempt to reveal that connection.

Mrs. Davies told me on one occasion that, when de Valera

.escaped from Lincoln Jail, Michael Collins called to her

horée'- I think in London. .As she was not well and was in bed
she asked Mick to come up and see her, which he did, and he

showed her the key which had opened the jail gates for .

de!Valera. It wés quite clear that she was wvery much affected

by |this incident and I came to the conclusion that though,

as I say, she was paSsionately devoted to Iréland, the

culminaging point in determining her to come to live here was
her|infatuation for Collins; an infatuation which, however,
he seemed to be qﬁite unaware of, and more or less

indifferent to.



16.

At the end of December 1920, Mrs. Davies invited my
wife and myself to épend Christmas at her house; which we
did, and thereaffer I stayed there off and on several times.
I had long since given up my house in Belgrave-Road which

was untenable owing to the frequent raids.

I knew that Collins called to see Mrs. Davies from
time to time. He neVer.étayed overnight. ©She told me that
she had the greatest difficulty in talking to him and she
did not know what to talk to him about. -She was constantly
engaged in‘#riting articles, many of which were used from
time to time in the various publications we sent out from
the Publicity Department. Also, she did a great deal of
research in the newspapers. ©She was very shrewd in her

Judgment of the matter she selected.

On the day Mfs. Davies was arrested; Joe O'Reilly came
to my office and told me, so that I should not visit the
house which, at the time, was occupied by the British forces.
The statements that she got special treatment while in jail
are probably true; but should this not be préof that she was
not an agent? Obviously if she had been an agent, they
would‘nevér draw attention to her by giviﬁg her special
treatment. They would be shrewd enocugh for that. It is
quite possible that, even if her husband had lost his post

in England, he still would have sufficient influence to see

that she did not endure the worst rigours of the prison.

I am quite prepared to belleve that, from the time she

wﬁs released, Mrs. Davies was using every effort to bring

the conflict in Ireland to an end. Ifrshe was in touch with
Cope, the Under Secretary, as was stated, so too were

such figures as Father O'Flanagan and Mrs. larry Nugent, and
this is not held to their discredit. Tt was,. in fact, in Mrs.
Nugent's house in Upper Baggot St. that some of the meetings

took place between Father O0'Flanagan and Sir James 0'Connor,

\
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who was acting with Cope, and it may be the case that Cope

was present at some of these meetings.

Collins told me Mrs. Davies was arrested because the
British had found letters which proved that she was in
constant communication with him, Michael Collins, and, as he

said, she left letters foolishly lying about.

During the negotiations in London, I am sure that she
was very useful in bringing people together and that Collins
found her so. Gavan Duffy, who was in London at the time,
when I asked him about the alternative (amended) ocath whicjll-;lhﬁ/
delegation brought back tb Dublin and who had drawn this up,
said: "I would not be surprised to learn that it was Mrs.‘
Llewelyn Davies". John Chartres, who was one of the

secretaries to the Irish Delegation in London, may have had

a hand in drawing up that oath.

I was told by one of Mick Collins's lieutenants that

Mrs. Davies had‘been, in 1923 or 1924, writing a Life of
Michael Collins, and that they, by personal threats, forced

er to desist in her intention of publishing this. The
lieutenants of Michael Collins resented Mrs. Dévies'

ttentions to Mick, as they would have done in the case of
any other woman, particularly a married woman, and they
feared that his personal reputation would suffer if such a

L)

ook were published.

Subsequent to the army mutiny of 192% or 1925, the
mutineers frequented her house in Bushy Park and many of
them stayed there. This would seem to show that the incident
about Mrs. Llewelyn Davies writing a history of Michael
Collins was of a later period-and that up to that time she
was in the same camp as the mutineers. I have no idea of

what became of the manuscript of her book.

Mrs. Llewelyn Davies had a great and attractive
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personality and, like most positive characters, she aroused
feelings of admiration and hostility, according to the

viewpoint you took.

With régard to Batt 0!'Connor's book "With Michael
Collins through the Fight for Irish Independence", I know

-that she collaborated with him in the writing of this.

I daresay that.also she would have given Michael
Collins a certain amount of material for spéeches because,

as I have said, she had a great instinct for research.

She is referred to in "Fiche Bliadhan Ag Fds" by

Muiris 0 Suilleabhain, which book she translated into

English.

After the Mansion House Pact between Collins and de
Valera, Collins went to London and, vhen he returned, he
made a speech in Cork which virtually broke the Pact. There
was a great deal of conjecture as to the pressure that must
have been put on him in London, and it was later suggested
that it was because the British had found some evidence
which connected the I.R.B. with the assassination of Sir
Henry Wilson. During the Civil War, when I returned from
the south and set up the Department of Publicity for the
Republicans, a document came to me from our Intelligence
Department, which suggested that, two or three déys before
Wilson was assass;hated, one or two of Mick Collins's men
were in London and had been in association with Regéie Dunne
and O'Sullivan, the two men who were subsequently executed

for the assassination of Wilson. Some years later, when I

was in America, I mentioned this document to Liam Tobin

who was visiting there, and I wrongly gave him the impression
’ hat I had seen it before the attack on the Four Courts.

His comment was: "Why did they not show me that at the time?
We were all working together then". Later, I told Liam that

I had made a mistake, that I had not seen this document until



19.

some time during the Civil War. I got the impression that
Liam Tobin himself was the man, or one of the men, who had

been in London.

My own idea is that the assassination of Wilson had been
determied on véry much earlier and fhat it might have happened
before the Truce even,.if they had been able to accomplish

the deed, and that no countermanding order was ever given.
Page 174. Re. name of Mr. Blank - I am not going to give that

Page 176.
In the matter of the £2000 which James O'Mara gave
to me, there was no question whatscever of a loan. He had

asked me how much it would cost to get two men out to the

Continent, as I have stated, and I calculated that the figﬁre
would be about £2000 for the men to go to the Continent and
stay there for a period of an indefinite number of months,

He came inﬁzdleft the money on the'deSR in front of me and

said: "There's your £2000; get your man- out".

In, I think, 1937 or 1938, James O'Mara came to America.
He told me that the :income' tax people wére making it
practically impossible for him to carry on in Ireland and said
he|l was thinking of living in Bermuda. I waé well aware of
these moods on the part of James, because a long tiﬁe before
helhad gone to Majorca, and when he c ame bacﬁ he told me he
thought of living there and raising pigs. On this occasion,
hovever (the later occasion in Washington) he asked me for a |
letter outlining the circumstances under which he had given
me [the £2000 in 1918, because he was going to claim an

exemption of his income tax in respect of that sume.

Page 178. VWho was John Christophe?
Mario Esposito who was a son of Signor'Esposito, the
Director of the Academy of Music. He was not actively in the

movement, but very sympathetic. Frank Gallagher vouched for
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hih. If you say to me that he visited the Continent at
an earlier stage on behalf of Sinn Féin or the I.R.B., I
would say I would not be surprised. He certainly was very

familiar with the movement.

Page 239, Re. 1918 Election Manifesto.

With regard to the election manifestodf 1918. What
happened was that the National Executive appointed Father
O'Flanagan, Harry Boland and myself to draw up a manifesto.
Father O'Flanagan suggested, when the three of us met, that
each of us should drav up a manifesto independently of the
others. This was done. The three manifestoés were SO
different in character and content that Father O'Flanagan
said: "I will bring these down to Kechane in Gill's,""
Keohane was Father O'Flanagan's mentor. Keohane suggested

some slight changes in my manifesto and that was the one

they got out.

Page 258+ Re. Quin.

I deliberately changed the name to Qﬁin because of his
people who ares till in Wexford. I knew hisfmily. I had
a dozen letters from people saying I gave the name wrongly,
that it was not Quin, but Quinlisk. I had known this man's
family in Wexford and I had also seen him in a photograph ef
a dozen or more officers of the Irish Brigade which appearéd
in the "Gaelic-American®. His fathef and his uncle had both |
been in the R.I.C. and both had been cashiered out of the
R.I.C. One of his uncles, Willie, I knew very well. He was
later employed by the rai;way on the train running from

Wexford to Rosslare.

Page 262. - - _
I would say he had Broy before that. I imagine one of
them was Brennan, who was afterwards murdered by the Black

and Tans in the Castle.
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Page 270. What do you know about John Chartres?

4

Only what I learned when.I;first met him in Griffith's
office. I imagine that would héve been in 1918, just before
Griffith was arrested for the German Plot. It might have
been very much earlier. I gotf Lhé‘impression at that time
that he had known Griffith for §ears and nad been friendly
with him and had written articles for Griffith's paper. I
think, too, that Chartre's wife, Anna Vivanti,-had contributed
some articles to Griffitﬂ's paper. I never met her. I think

she was in Italy or Switzerland at that time.

John Chartres might have bgen in the British Civil
Service. He looked like an Engliéhman; you would take him
1to be an Englishman in appearance, accent and everything, and
when, later on, he was appointed one of the secretaries of
the delegation to London, de Valera asked me what did I know
about him. (I daresay Griffith mentioned him to de Valera).
He said: "How do you know vhat he is not an English agent?¥
I told him that he had been a friend of Griffith for a long
time. De Valera said: "Well, after all, you must concede
that the British are no fools and they might have planted
such a man". I gave him my opiﬁion that there need be no
fear at all on the score of John Chartres. (0Of course,

Nancy Power would be able to tell you about him).

His intellectual capacities were coﬁsidered of a high

| order and that was the reason he was sent for? Yes,

Page 272. You vere in lLondon and being chased by a G-pan?

I was very proud of] that trick I played on him.

What took you to London on that occasion?

I had a mission o{ some kind. I imagine that was
the time that Iwent over to arrange for the publication of
the "Bulletin" in London in case it became impossible for us

to get it out in Dublin.
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Pages 277-9. Re. "Captain ......"

Captain Thompson was the name he mentioned. It is
not outside the bounds of possibility that he meant Sif Basil
Thompson, the head of Scotland Yard, but as he referred all
the time to Captain Thompson, it is hardly likely.

" This man, Hardy, made the statement that there was a
price of £10,000 on Michael Collins's head and that there
were £5,000 on the heads of Cathal Brugha and Robert Brennan.
He mentioned three people that were badly wanted and that is 1
the account in the 'Independent' which I gave in the book.
I was listening to this behind the screen and you'can imagine

the surprise that I got.

Did you see any police posters re. a reward for the

capture of Michael Collins? I don't think so.

Collins told me, when he came'back from London, when
the Treaty Debates were on, that Churchill had said to him:
"We put a price of ten thousand pounds on your head!' The
Boers only offered a2 hundred pounds for -minef" "And",
he added, "it shows you how the cost of living has gone up".

and Collins replied: "You mean the cost of dying"%.

Page 284, Re. a certain Bishop.

That is obvious., It was Fogérty. Griffith got the
shock of his life. Vhen he came out, we walked down the
streets towards the Pillar and I suppose we had goﬁé fifty
yards vhen Griffith said: "What do you think of that?" and

I said: "It is terrible".

Page 285. Moylett}s efforts for peace. A.G. tried for
peace - was that on his own initiative?
No, because it was generally agreed on. I would say
it was a Cabinet move. I would say that was the impression

that was left on my mind. That would be the end of 1920.
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Page 285 (contd.)
Griffith was in jail. Was it true
that he was put there purposely so that peace

negotiations might be initiated?

I daresay it would be true that, if they

had him under their thumb, diécussions for peace might be
entered into, and de Valera was away and was not back until
Christmas. |
Thefe was no cpance that Griffith was doing these

moves on his owm?

I think it was that he was approached by
various people, just as de Valera was being approached by

various people when he came back.

It would be an astonishing thing if de
Valera had not been approached in America about making peace.
Remember, de Valera was trying to find a formula. I don't
know when it was, but it must have been about March of 1921
when that interview took place with Childers and de Valera in
M

rs. O'Rahilly's house.

Some clarification of that position? It has been
said by some that, when de Valera came back from
America, he threw cold water on actions of the I.R.A.

and was anxious for peace?

He never said fhe like at all in my
hearing. All the time he said it should not be impossible to
get a formula which we could accept and which the British could
accept, but he, for the first time, got the Cabinet to stand
over the actions of the I.R.A., which they had never done
before, after he came back - that is in the book ~ which would

go to show the opposite.
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Re. Speech in D4il by Liam de. Roiste, January=-
February, 192l.

I would say Liam de Roiste was a man who was anxious

for peace at all times.

Sweetman also said the pecple were tired of the fight
and they could not carry on. I héve mentioned that, too. The
These people who were so anxious for peace wvere simply
prolonging- the war by letting the English think we were fired
of the fight and so hold out for stiff terms.

Page 287. Re. the murder of Dick McKee and others.

They ﬁere dead when he was talking to me on my way home
from Dollymount. It could be that it was the next day I was
told that because I saw Henry O'Connor agsin next morningl
and. it must have been twelée noén. It could have been on

the second occasion that he teold me.

Page 289. Ko doubt about Madge Clifford being in
Abbey Street?’

‘Né, no doubt. You could not mistake Madge for anybody

else.
Page 299. Re. secretary to Lloyd Ceorge.

I can't remember that man's name. It was not Jones,

but it was a Welsh name, I know.

Page 297. Re. Irish agent for an American firm who
received code messages every day in the course

of his business.

That was a man named Devine, who was an agent for
Armour's Meat-packing Company. Fe was afterwards associated

with Joe McGrath in the Spa Hotel, Lucan.
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Page 30%. "British agent ..... I will call him Jones"?

His name was Carl Ackermann. He is now a Professor
of JournaliSm-in Columbia University. I took Harry's
word for it that he was a British agent. I warned Mick
and de Valera about it. De Valera said: "No", and Mick

said "Yes".

Page 339. Re. Dan Smith.

I wvon't give his name.

Signed : { &éw

l(Rob rt, Brennan)

Date: ‘fl /QL,F f(T $ [
3lst Dec'r. 1952.

Witness: S7A¢f42;n&;é%

(S. Ni Chiosain)
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PERSONAL EXPRERIENCE

By Robert Brennan.




FOREWORD

A friend who read the M.8. said in effect:

"The story is incomplete inasmuch as you were
writing only for the initiated, It deals mainly
with your own connection with the struggle for Irish
independence, but there is little or nothing to
show the why and wherefore of that struggle."

He advised me to write a foreword summarising, in a few
1inee, the history of the independence movement, and here they

are. )

In the &ear 1169 the Normane ,who in a single battle had
conquered England a hundred years before, invaded Ireland.
TheJ easily secured a footing on portions of the East and South
coasté; but'they met with persistent resistance elsewhere and
more than four hundred yeares elapsed before they were able to
oécu y the whole island. Of course, they were hampeied by

the fact that when the Anglo-Norman conquerors had resided in



Iroland for a fow genecrations thay suffered a sea ohangé.
Sucoumbing, no doubt, to the charm of the country and its
p\ ople they, in the worde of the Vigeroy, bacame “ipsis H_iber-
nicis Hidernioros® « (more Irish than the Irish), ~ They
adopted the Gaelic language and the Irieh way of 1ife and
many of them joined the Irish in the fight against the
invader. ‘ | |

However, Elizabeth and her asucocessor James 1 r"ound theme
gelves in posacseion of all Ireland, but not 4n undisputed
posacesion for the Irish persigted in their rcesietance to the
oooupaﬁan +« Thore was almost a continuous state of
rebollion during the eeventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
Jugt before the dawn of the ninateenth century there oocurred
what was probably the most significant rising up to that time,
bagause the actual fight wag haaded not as horetofore Ly native
chieftaine or Anglo-Irish lords, but by leaders from umongst
the people. This rebellion was, etrange to say, deliberately
foménted by the British authoritics who hoped te crush it
'eaauy and thus pave the way for the destruction of the somi.
fndependent Irisch Parliament, Thio robellion of 1798 was a
bitter and bloody struzgle, Owing to a miscarriase of plane
the rlghting was confined to only a fow countice. The Irish
‘had many initinl succowses and thay were defeated only when



he British general was enabled to bring against them a force

reater than that whioch overoame Rapoleon at Waterleo, For

Bn——e——
o

war of the poriod the carnage was terrible, the fatalities
ongst the Irish amounung to 150 ,000 and amonget tho British

3—g—o—

.000.
The rebellion crushod, the Dublin parlimment, which was

composed ontiroly of the Anglos-Irish aristooracy, was induced

— e

by bribery to vote itsolf out of oxistence and the Union with
E:L;’land wao acocomplished. ‘
But the insurrectiens continued. In 1803, Robert Emmet

mado his $ll-fated attampt to throw off thoe foreign yoke. The
Tithe war of the oighteensthirties and the Land war of the
eightieco were but phases of the struggzle for national indepene
a:Ice. The Young Ireland rieing of 1848, though it was a
failure, inspired the Fenian attampt of 1867 and survivors

of the latter movement wero %0 be executed in the sce-oalled |

8inn Pein Rinlns of 1916 which was crushed but which, in its

i partially achiaved the dream of

senturics, a free Ireland.
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CHAPTER

a.main obiective of the Irish Parliamenta
ar way to win b arliomonta action a measure

of Home Rulo, it wag briliiantly led by Charles
Stewart Parnell %gtil his do§§ga;1 in 1890 when_ the
Paxty anlit, It was reunit in 1900 undex the
leaderahip of John Redmond,

The Erﬂah ;agg%age was the eﬁgggg§¥ﬁ;ggg%ggg
aof the people down to tho end of the 1Bth oentury

vhen it waa ar di ace A ioh

893 when the Gaolic Leazue was fo ed, not mo
%hap one-oixth of the peopie spoke irish, .

About the time I wao leaving school, spoctacular demon- .

strations were being held in honour of the rcebellion of 1798,
the oocasion being ihe centenary of that event., Nowhare were
th demonstrntiona moxe enthgaiaatic than in my naitva county
of |Wexford whose people had played ouch a heroic part 1n.that
~ fight. Vith muoh playing of bands, waving of flage and
mafbnalling of procecovione,the battlefieldes of '98 wore vioited
and'tnere woere floods of oratory. If any of ue had thought
that the purpose of all this noiée was t0 encourage ugs to follow
in the foototeps of tho men of '98, wo weore quickky‘unde&eived.
We were specifically warncd not to 6o so, The mambers of the
Iriah’Farliamentary Party and their adherents who were the
principal cpoakers of these gatheringe, ﬁere caroful to poiﬁt
out| that though.tneir'hima vere theﬁeame as thoge of the-men of
'98, their methods wore different, In the future, we wore to

rely on the ballot instead of the bullet and we were to return
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mambefe who were. pledged.to sit, act. and vote with the Party .

who, on the floor of the B:;ﬁiehpﬂouse-of~pdmmona.'iould wrost
Ireland'e rightes from her. cruel oppreesor,

‘VWe all joined in the colebrations and':oaréd onfselvea .
hoarse, as & matter of course. Then we returned to our coverys
day lives and thf nation oontinﬁed to become each day. less .
Irish and more English, Ve were not all; of eourse;7opnacioua
of! this, but looking baock now, it.4s eaoy to see that the
period from the death of Parnoll down to the end of the century
uas aé?dark an hour as there had.been-ip,tne history of the
nation, Ireland's ancient culture was forgotten, and debased
English otandarde had taken its place. The word literature
applied only to English literature ann‘preo;oué little of .
vhat' was great in that literature was read, The workinge
man 'e mental recreation was provided by the cnéapar‘mnaliah
Sunday newopapers. .The theatre was given up to third-rate
English estrolling companigs or fifth.rate Znglish musig-=hall
troupes, The polltical.deatiniéa.of the nation wore in the.
hands of the warring factions which oncé-had been the great
irish Parliamentary Party, whose members had now become mere
toole of the Britich Liberal Party. ,
in the reaction vhich began to set in about this time,
leg| by Arthur Griffith in “The United Irichman® and D.P. Moran
in "The Leader", we found it easy.to aacribe‘allhpf Ireland's

i
L3
(-3
.




7&115. political, economic and sultural, o.the Irish |
Parliementary Party, By dircoting the ayes of the nation %o
Wedtminster, and by teaching thél peo'pie 0 rely entiraely on
the Britich Parliament for the redress of thair wrongs, they
hod destroyed Sthe epirit of sclfereliancs whaich’ should ﬁmbua
the nation, and they had induced in the people o supinaness
which destroyed tnitutﬁa. , Moreover ," thoy had ignored the
heritage of the national language and thue holpad to angliciee

o nation, . ' |

In'all thie, we oonveniently forgzot, or wo did not know
of, the grgét achiovements the Parliamentary Farty had to ite
oredit, |
%¥hon they atarted their once greéat movemend, the Irish

Parliamentary Party found the tenantefarmer Littlo more than
al serf, Hia 6ocnpatlon of the' land depended entirely on the
goodwill of the landlord. He could be thrown out at any
‘ tl‘Ame. *‘1’1.19 ront he paid could bé ralsed every year and he
lj.aﬂ no redress or court of appeal. If ho improved his
holding hie only roward was an inoroamsed rental, The aseesde~

ent and exp,anditure.nat merely of the national revenus but

en of the looal rates, was in the hands of the British
Government. The national revenue went, of course, to London

d wae disbursed when and how the British Government ordained.

The looal revenue for eash county was controlled by a body

|



- ‘ . |
\ : . 7
| |

o%ﬂlad the Grand Jury vwhich was hand<pioked by the Britishe
appointed offiocials’ of Dublin Castle,
The Irileh Parliamentary Party had broken the stranglehold

of tho landlords, -They had won security of tenure and fixed

|

rentale for the poeplo on the land. They had, indeed, begun

|

the great movament for the tranefor of the amemmﬁ of titfe /

from the landlord %0 the tcnantefarmeri They hed not.won
control of the national revenue but their ceascless. a;zitaﬁaon
had succeeded in having the manmm@t of the local rates
transforred to the people.

¥o had forgotten, or had not learned all this, a fact
shich holped to inarease the bittarness of the quarrel when, a
11ttle loter, Sinn Foin opened up its attack on the Irish
Parl iamentary Party.

1 nad been reared in o household which had been, for o
long time, in a otate of poverty, My earlicst recollcotions
we:t '0f o house in John's Gate Btreot, Wexford, vﬂ':xieh faced
the chapel yard and at the rear of which was a large yard
with otalle which were nearly always filled with cattle, sheep
and pigs. Theso were_"au the property of my fathor whe alao
ownad a ’martfpbn.y and trap in whioh the family used to drive
out on Sundays. : o |

| in aftor years I used o wonder how my father had

amasgped thie property, for 1 never met anyone who was lesso

¥



fitted for business and particularly for the keen hérd-qyed
busincses of the eattla and pig dealer. 1 have never'known a
more cradulona uan or one whn could be more sani;y 1mponea
upone . _ '
Apparently he lost everything, inocluding the house and,
for a whilo we all « father, mother, three girle and a hoy -
ltvéd 1n7ane!roém over o bakery in Cormmarket. 1t was,

" however, a big roém and 1 do nctframembeé-any discomford.,.

One day the. bakery wond an ftra and tha wholo houso was
burned to the ground., Ny mother aeouraa a houeo across from
the bakery - a narrow house adjoining thé Town Hall and to
endure that the wolf who was always at the door,would not come
'in nnd devour us, she teok uﬁ her old profession of drecs«
making, Bho boﬁght a oewing machine vhich she was to pay
. for in inetaimenta 6?3/86. per wook, @henever she did not

have the 1natnlmant + which was often - ohe used to think up
the moet oxtraarﬂlnary stratogens to mollify tho colloctor.
rhara were alwnya a subjest for anhaaquant merrimant for, in
spite of our trouhles. or maybe bacause of them, everything
that happenoed was a source of fun. Ky mother waa never
delLondent and, of course, her children had no thought of
beiAg 50, Eéary evening ohe used to recount the happenings
of tho day with a wealth of comic detail; mostly imaéinary.




and all the funnier bocause wmy father belteved_every word.
%6 wore very poor and we were vory happye

When she was working, my mother sang and she had a groeat

reportory. She knew nearly all of Moore's melodies, every
one of Stephon Foster's negro wongs, all thé solos in "The .
Bo?amian 0irl® and “daritana® and a hundrod Irich ball#ﬁa..m ) §
learned them alle . .
The fortnnas-nf the family improved almost imperccptibly.
Vo moved to a bottqr house and then-ta.dhbetter onec again,
A great evehp was my. winning an exhibition'wnrgh twenty pounds
tn!the Intermediate oxaminations, '0& this captisl my mother
startod a 1ittle shop.'aynstu. candles, matchen, cigaretten,
vogotables, eto., and 1mmeddately our fortunea took a now.
turn, . The shop brought in a profit of one pound a weok ang
there we were in the lap of luxury,. almost.
I got a Job in tho office of the County Survayer at a
ealbry of eix shillings por week and as the houre were from
ten| to four I had plenty of time to spare. I attended in
the! evening the Teohnicnl schools » drawing, mathematics and

chomnistry - and later on 1 passed. the Hatriculation examinae
tion in the Royal University. I oycled the ninety miles to
publin and back again to save the railway fare and I thought

]

it Treat fun,
|

1 was o member of an amateur negro minstrel troupe which

wan invited to contribute to the hnalf~hour oconcerts organised
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in aid of tho Voxford '98 nmoi'lnl, It was explained to ue
that we nced not give a minstrel ehow if we did not wich, that
it might be black and white or, indeed, nll white if we liked.

|

One of our items must have been the moet incongruous aver
ethged, Dreeved in long dark pante with wh:ite shirte orossed
by‘srean eashes, wo marched on to the @tage carry ing ﬂn pikes.
Our chorus wae an English translation of "The Marecillalge”,
Ati appropriate moments in the chorus we mssumed the “charge®
pocition with the plkee., Ve took it all very seriously and
g0, apparently, did the audionce, for we got a great deal of
applnuse; My 90lo itan was gomething that had the sudience
pud}sl.ed. A fow wecke before 1 had pioked up o copy of Danny
Devereux's ponny book of '98 dallads in whioh there wereo & |
fow aonge in tho 1Irish language, one of them bélng Dr. Hyde's
treLsJ.ation of "Who Fears to‘ Speak of '98_?" Aldad by the
elementary knowledge of the language wnich I had gained in
the |Chriotian Brothers' schoole, I memoriscd the ballad and
sang it at the concart., Though 1 did not realise it then,

it 1‘:&5 the first time in half a century that tho peoplo of
Wexford had heard a song in Gaolic, I wan t-he. objeot of a
good deal of banter from the lade in the troupe and they did
not hesitate to imitate what thay considered the harhéregxa

sounde,
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The incident was to have a profound effect on my future

for because of it I was thrown into the role of a ploneer for
ﬁhe Irish Ireland movement in the district, A fow doys

after tho concert, Nicky Cosgrave, a man who had a considerable
bakery business in the town, called me into his shop and told
mf that he and a fow others who had heard the gong were
anxious to léarh the language. Heo avked me to moet a few
pé??lﬂ that night, aﬁgﬁfsg“gfﬁagupreaent 1 romember were
Eicholas O 'Hanlon Waluh[ and old Ben Rughae. who was the mayor
of the town., Someone suggested that we should invite Ir,
Pouglas Hyde %o come down‘and start a branch of the Gaelile
Loaguo. 1 well remembor the day wo awaitcd the arrival of
Dr. Oyde., As wo oat on overeatuffed ohairs in a genteel
drawing room, we listencd to old Ben Hughes droning on ande
1%saly abbuz tho reasono why he had sided with the young
Irelanders aganinst 0'Connell away back in tho eightean<forties,
w% were all a litile nervous about meeting the great bﬂAxiiﬂx

Uﬁtiorsigy.n_gfeaaorLgnd when Dr, Hyde entered wo got a bit

| . : ,
offl a shock, Instead of the sarefully groomed, bespectaclod
a&&le;:;pwoteaafr we had expected, we saw a big, widoeshouldered

s carelosaly dressed in homespuns and wearing a tweed cap.

Hip broad face and heavy drooping moustache were not pree
popaeasing, but his gyes held one. Deep gray and set wide
ap%tt, thgy wore full of kindliness and humeur. . In his

|

|

!
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greetinges he showed that astoniehingly youthful anthue; iasm
u}hich remained with )im all his 1ife and bohind his genial
manner I observed something vinich I later idontificd as the
old-world courtesy which one happene on frequently in the
 remote places in Ireland, Answering BDen Hughos, the Mayer,
he proudly stated that evarything he wore was Irish, adding
with a disarming snile, "I seec you were before me in that®,
IE:T.. Oou?me explained rather shamefacedly that we had not
| -écured the support we expoocted for the first meeting., Dr.
Hy“de wvaved that cirounstance aside, He would rather have an
audience of twenty than five hundred, lLater, arﬁer tea, 2
walked with him through the narrow stroete of the old town.
I told him that in our Irish lessons in school one of the texts

been his own "Ceithre Sgealta® (*Four Storiea®) and how -
we had enjoyed the exploits of Paudeen the Glant, With
unfoigned delight he recalled some of the incidente in the etory,
laughing aloud and gestioculating 1ike a boy. I was painfully
awaire that the critical eyes of the town were upon the stranger
and myself, but he did not seecm %o notice it., . If over ho
observed the ridicule which attended his cgoursa in those dgyse,
he hevar gave any indloation of doing so,

8ix years earlier he had founded the Gaelic League in
Dublin and day in and day out he had travelled to and fro on
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hio biqycla.'unyéld and mootly unhéadad. deaching the language
in the various claaaes. Already he had captured aarnest
sroupl in Dubl!n and thongh neithor he nor anyons olse
realiaed it then, in thoso little clagses there woro gathered
thﬂ young men and woemen who, one day, thanks to the spirit
Hyde infused in them, were to break at long last, after geven
eenturiéu. the stranglechold of the foreigner on the Irish
nﬁmton, '

| At our meeting that night wg had fifﬁ; people, It
vecmod a forlorn otart, as our motley gathering filled only a
1ittle space in the hall. Hyde d4id not geem té mind. He
akae to us as 1if we wore the Irich people, Ve could save
the aaul of the natton. whioch was i%s language. Je quoted
Themae Davis to the effect that a nation's language would
guard ite frontiers more scourecly thﬁn fortrone ?r river, He
poured scorn voluble and noa?hing on the sgoining, the little
Johns who tried to ape the Bnglish. He drew a contrast _
!be woan the heroie Gaelia Iraland of the past and the shoddy
Enflieh-upaaking Iraland of the preaent and mnurned the: fact
that tha thoroughbred racer felt no shame 4in being taken for a
donkey . 1 could not help feeling in my youthful superiority

that hia movemento wore gauche and some of his similes too




14

‘homely, but I oaw that the little group wan listening and

he1ar1ng what he had to say. And of the people who wore thore

that night nearly one third remained with us to the end.
¥hen I got home I fished out his "love Songe of Connacht® and

|

dircovored for myuself that thie modest and sincors zealot was

a poet, The aemall hours of the morning found me etill

\ : . . '
enthralled by the songs vhich, despised then by tha intellectuals,

ho|had garnered from the humble workere of the fields and the

fishing sxfé\mds in the weet, It was the songs of simple
ba;uty that held him, suoh a8 '

able to/match hor."

EF »
" 1 thought often that you were more
J.ike God's.lamp shining to find me

Or tha bright atar of knowledge before
And,the etar of knowiedge behind me."

\

Sixteen yoars later when he had been Pr‘eament of hie

beloved Oaelie lLeague for twantystwo painstaking yeare he
left the chair., The tide of politics whioh had slways
threatened the League had at last engulfed 4t, The
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enthusiasts “ho demanded that 4t ohould throw :aff. its none
b1itical mask hed had their way. .His attitude everybody
adnitted was loglcni. holding a9 he did that you can loge
political freedom ﬁﬁd‘:eggin '._l_t and lose it agaui,' but the
1rnguage once loét-oould_naver-ba regained, As hb loft the
1" that night, bchind nis wietful smile was a heart i‘ery
sad nnd-walx-utah brékén. He dld'not'ieglisa that his work
wao alraady ‘dones, that tho fbraeo he had aet loose were to
tear dowmn the mighty and semlngly gvarlasting pillars of an
nlien civilieationand to net up in itsplace an Iwalnnd ln line
with ite ancient Gaellc culture « that like "an Craeibhin®,
hir penenams,’ the hsmutj#ul little olender branch unaon by
itp olightood novamant afreets the whole forest, ho had
stirred tho land fram end to end. Ho ooumd not, in faut.
then foresee that on alﬂny dﬂy twunﬁy-three years later all
segtions of the nation, Gacl and Saxon, Dane and Harmnn\alike.
wenm'to unite to bosiaw on him the proud titlo of ﬁhe first
President of a new Ireland « becoming Gaelio and all but

“ala p_'
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CHAPTER 11
8inn Fein opposed the policy of sending Irish
representatives to the Britigh Parliament and adyvocated
he settin t on ‘Council ;g Dublin to direct
: t
The Irish Republican Br-therhood the I1.,R.B was &

macret oath-bound orpanisation founded in 1885 1t
aimed to set up an Irish ngublic oy ggercal force.

w

We started our branch in Wexford and I was appointed

teacher at five shillincs per woeek, We hegan with an attendance
of seventy or eighty, which dropped to twenty or so at the end of
the season, A few months later another branch was etarted in
Gaé lebridge and the following year'one in Tagoat.” 1 was
taajhing in all three until we became stronger and we we&a able
to bring in a native speaker as teacher,

In order to spread the light, half a dozen of ua:uaad to
hire a pony and car every Sunday and travel to various villages
throughout the country. | |

| We used to nold a meeting in the village we visited and

' ta;l the people of the new movement. After the meeting ﬁe
would dance a four hand reel and sing a few Irish songs. It

was not all work and we got a good deal of fun out of it,

Besides, we were ourselvea learning. We had bhegun reading
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Arthur Griffith's paper *The United Irishzan® learning from
him the prineiples of Irigh nationality and Sinn Fein, Vhen .
Griffith himeelf game down for our first wéqurd Fole 4t was

a Lreaﬁ écaéalou. Ho cyeled the whole ninety miles from
nj!ml.ln with o few friends, inoludlna Soumas 0'3ullivan,.Seunas
Connolly, Tomas o hnndha. Seumas O 'Conner and Tom Cuffe.

When Griffith deotded t9-aﬁtahliah his Sinn Pein movee

'ment we nrgénzzed Wexford cbnnﬁy 1nhth9 cause and became the
boat organised county in Leineter outside Dublin, Ve. avan
sucoaeded , after samﬁ'hnartbraakihg dereﬁts, in getting a fow
of our membors cleotod to the Voxford Corporation, In

inte of thla, we wore still a very amall minortty of the
gfneral publio who seemed to think we wore a lxttle mad anywqy.
TEe adherents of the Irish Parliamentary Party, enragoed at our
policy of wlthdraﬂng the m rram Vestminster, decided we
were the real enemies of the oountgy. One of the lecal
jawspaperu, an Iriwh Pnrty orsan. erenly preached the deotrine
that ue ehould be driven from the town aud oounty .

| All,this time we had been hearing rumourn that the IR .B,.,
F!riaih Bapublinan Brotherhood) or.Fenian ergsniaaﬁton, was

b 411 an existenca and we got a thrlll whon. it waw whzspered
that aame of the heada of the Gaelic Athlotic Assoolation

were in it and -that they ware’fallowed about Ly detectives,
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We made enguiries and, as a result, onc memorable day cight
or nino of us were sworn into ihe organization by 8ean T.
o\'Keny', the locale being John Barker's houss in South Uain
Strect, Wexford. . | .

The amazing thing about Sean T. at this time was that he
wds a4 grown man, a'responu.ibla odtizen when the rest of us
saemed %o be mtill in our boyhood. Though he was younger
than many of us, and though he .-vaa ag full of fun as any, he
know and talked on equal torme with bichops, while the rest
¢f| us hardly dared to speak to n parioh priest and certainly
not on equal teﬁu. In ‘one, respeet he was rather like a |
pr:l_eﬂ htmaélf._ At a gathegzqg_you alwaym found him in a
corner hearing ogomeone's oonfeaiton. or so 1% scemed., Evorye
one confided in him, Ho travelled all Ireland earolling
young men into the secret 6rgnnlzation whose members were
pladged to take up arms to -establieh the Republic whenever
the\ call came. Evorywhere he went Sean T. mado 8 courtesy
call on the biaho? of the diocceso who, to say tho least, would
havi been very much surprised hag he known of hie vtsito#'-

Penian activities,

| . ,
There was an unwritten rule in the 1.R.B. that women were

not |to be admitted into the "organization® - the name we

glwaye gave to the I.R.B-.- When 1 wags about to get married
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the pledge of secrecy I had given disturbed me. I folt X
had|no right to withhold from tho lady who was to be my life
par‘bnax_: . the fact that 1 was pledged to the cause. I could

tell her, ‘howe.var. only if che waa a member also. 1 put this
up to the authorities and was so gstubborn about it that ﬁna
was| oworn intﬁ the orgnntaatioﬁ by the camo Saan T. O0'Kelly.
1 was taid later that only one other ;uoman hed ever dbean:
admitted. 1 think 1t was MaudeGonne.

1 had seen Haude Gonne cnly once at that time, It was
Suet aftar the turn of the cantury when she came out on the
stage of 8%, Tareu'a Hald in Dublin, an old woman in her dare
feeL. ln the part of Cathleen at Rculihan i woe 80 carried

' away by the boauty of tho play that 1 ventured backstaga to

ask|if I might bo permitted to 'uhank hor. B8he was curreounded
by a sroup of adm:lrera nnd 1 had nut the nerve to interrupt.
1 had heard she was the' mout haautiful woman in Ireland « I

thought she must be the most beautiful woman in the world.

The effect of the play on the Sroung men and women of the
Gaelic League m;d 8inn Pein was profound, MKany of ﬁhem had
already dedicated thoir lives to Irézand. faatu and Haude
Gonno brought into the forefront of their heaﬂu tho simpla
cmaeur of that oacrifice, ‘ro the quostion whiah Yoato
asked thirtye.six | yoears latars
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"Did, tant play of pineame Nt
i oan without hesitntion answer “yea",
\ Onr little Group m the I.R.B. managed to buy a German
sor rifle and wo even had eoma targoet praotiee with it on
a few,_oooqalonl. "This ané the diatr@bution in the dead of
% of hangbills dissuading Irishuen from joining the
British forces,and the hanging up of black flags for tho
King's vxatt‘, provided plenty of exoitement,espocially when we
waro onaned by the pcuoe. One of our follows in the IJR,.B.
got oonanienoe stricken during a miseion and told his
confeanor « o visiting Redemptorist Father - that he was in a
secret soolety., The priast told him to aand his superior
officars to seo him, Bo Hed Ii'aley. who was the aent’é\y’ and I.
.whcl waa the secretary, uent in feoar anﬂ trembung to sae tho
pricet, He asked usg what it was all about, We¢ told him,
"Hewe you got many ment" he agked,
"Not many ,*©
*How many?*®
"About twonty or so in the town,"
*"Why have yon not got more?*®
*We have to he very careful to get. the right men.*
.| *Have you gat w riflen?'
“One."



“You're only fooling your-e_l.vail'. eaid the priest in a
rich Dublin acoent. “You should either drop this or go at
it| soriously. Oo and got rifles and men and make your men
sharpshootars. Thore nust be lots of material in Wexford."
| e were grinning with delight when we loft hin, |
Fhat with the Caolic League, in which I was, by this

tu?e, a volunteer tesgher, Sinn Peia, of which I was County
Segretary, and the I.R.Bs, 0f which I was also County
Secrotary, I was kept pretty busy, but it did not seem that
e were maki.ng much hoadvway amonge? the people. We were
still a very small minority. Purthermore, in the absence of .
eny, programme of work 4n Sinn Feidn to which the individual
could deveote himself, branchos were continually falling off
80 that by the time the Home Rule Bill of 1912 was intro.
duced we soemed to be going baokward ae rapidly as tho
Redmondite Party}stung into aoﬁvﬁgr by our oppe;aitton) was
godng forward.

Griffith deoided to launoch a Sinn Fein Daily Paper, and
we went at the work of collecting the neccessary funds. It
was up_hin vork, Big John O‘'Mahony, who was a travaeller for
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. 'atconfectionery fdrm; happened 30 V184t Wexrord dna 1 enro:u.ea
h s garvices” ir oy Golleotion. - He onmplalneﬂ aftermds.
with graa{déuat' ‘that X hall phranaded hin %o’ 3etf§haved
trree times $n ono day and thad we got only one pound for his
torture. >

The 8inn YPein daily was an evening paper. Gurﬂth :

b feved that-since mont succeasful continental papern wore
published in the ar%emaon. hie paper vas more likely to
sugceed if 4% also was an afternoon igsue. This was partly
the reason why it failed because hie, followers were largely -
seatterad. through the country and they had no chance of getting
the‘s paper till next day.

The paper failled and our hopes ran low, -On a viait to
Tublin shortly afterwarde, I called to oge. Griffith in his
dingy office in Ho, 17, Pownes Strect, In hio brisk, ours,
m\m, he asked me how the organization was goling and 1 had
to tell him that the failure of the papor had had a bad offect
and |that the branches and memberehip had fallen off sharply,
whereas the Redmondites were going strong. He was quite
undismayed. -

\ "This sotback is only temporary,* ha eadd, FThe Bngliish
e Lot serious about Home Rule and they will let Redmond .
down!, Then the people will turn to, Sinn Fein, . It'e as
certl in as night follows day."



23

-1~ Hig aptmim wag nontagious, . It wase :l.mpoen;bia not
. %0 |fecl full of bugyant hope whon listening to him, He
brought me to. tea in the DBEC where ha was to mect some friends

and, vwhile waiting for the lattor, we played a game of choes.
Vo were joined by Alderman Walter Cole and O'Leary Curtis.

After o while I heard o shout from the doorway and looked up

~ to] sao the pale bright fage of flean MoDermott, a man who had

more personal charm than anyone 1 have avér known, Laughing

g I-ny and dragging hig orippled: leg, he came towards us

say ing ' ‘

. "Well, Bob, 3o you have joined the Green Hungarian

Band,* | o : o

The moment he said it, i.lmew he wao sorry. The mocking

nane had bodn: bestowed on Sinn FPoin by D.P, Moran of *The

I.Iaﬂer", the reference being to Griffith's book "The

R

surrection of Hungary < a Parallel for Irelsnd%,
Colo and Curtis etiffened and Griffith looked surprieed.
. "1'm sorry," anid Sean, “you know Griffith, 1 4idn't
mean that,*® | .
"That'y all right, Sean®, said Griffith relaxing with a
smile, "won't you join ne?® | -
"I'm-aorry._ 1 can'ts, 1 have an appointment,.,”

i was sorry he could not join us bocause one of the
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¢

- objscts of this ;wisit,waa ‘tcl'try' and dz;o'se a widening bdbrcach
botween .Sm’ﬂ group and that of Griffith, % wne of
.thel lcaders of Cumann na n Gaedheal, o ﬁemWLorsanm-
t ¥n.w, vhioch had for 4ts ebjootive not the restoration of the .
cunsiitution of 1782, but the establichment of the Iri¢h
Republia, It was a rival organization to Sinn Foin, I
thought I saw a way of bringing the twe groups sogather. I
failed on this occcasion, but a feow monthe latér there was an
amicable settlement,

A9 he was leaving us, Sean‘ leaned over to mo and said

in a loué whimper: _ _

| 2 understand that there is electric light in Carlow,”
He laughed gaily as he moved awny,., .Griffith asked what
was tho J'oke and, as his.companions thought thero wag somee
thing siniztor behind the phraea; ! explained that it reforred
to an amusing expé.r:lence 1 had had ﬁome years hefora,

"Como, let us have 1%,” said Griffith, and I 4sd. . .
1 nad travelled to Dublin for an examination and I was
met| a$ the railway station by three Woxford friends of mine,;
John Molonay, his brother Pater and Prod Cogley, all students.
They wore all staying at the same digs in Lepnéx Street and

th% hod arranged for me %0 stay thera also. Ve were harély
well :ln_side the house when ths three of them rushed to the

S
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front reom door orying, ,“Hém she fa,* I Joﬁ:eﬂ them and

8a¥ & very good iookiﬁg girl, 8he came up the stepe of our
house and entered and the attentions of all three of them
'were tranoferred to the do'oiviuw' threugh Wnieh che could be
seen tripping iightly up the etairs, They said to me}

*lantt she grand9® |

i | lgreeﬂ and askod uhat she was :uk|e.

"Weoll, haven't you scen hor for yourself?”

*But what is she 1ike to talk to?*

They ¢idn't know., They had never apoken to hor, because

they had not beem introduced, She was a lodger like theme
selves, Heor name was Kiornan and she waa a Fative of Carlow,
I thought it strange that in the course of several weeke they
had | been unable to strike up ‘an acqnaintanoa. Thoy wanted
to know how, |

"¥ell,” I suggestod, ';you could, for inetance, run up
the atairs when sho's ocoming down and bump into har and beg
her pardon and thers you are,* .

*But,” said I’etaT "whaﬁ cou).a ve ta:.k to hor about?”

1 dontt know,“ X said, “mwha if you (:et tuklna to her
.you [could thlnk of something, I suddenly remomberod she
‘was [from Carlow. "Mhy not talk about Carlow?® |

They knew nothing abgut barlow,-, ddd I?
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“The only thing I know about 1%," I aaid, *is that thoy
havo electric 1ight there,” ‘ |

At that timo carlow was the only provincial town 4n

" Iréiand so blagsed,

‘The next day I left the 1library and walked .up into

Grafton Streot, mm waa oy amazement vwhan 1 saw Poter
Holoney on the opposite side of t.he gtreot standing talking te
Hipe Kiernan, ’or vather he was standing looking at her, his
rol\mﬂ fair; innooant face 1ike- tho rts&ne{mm. ‘¥hen he saw
mo he sent out signals of distrese and I joined him and was
introduced ..

“This e ¥r, Brennan, lliss Kiernan."”

1 looked at her and saw the hlucet eyes I had ever
beheld, ‘l'hey were paralysing., X 'managed to say:

“How do you do?"

"I'm well, thanka.‘ ghe sald, and she wag blushing too.
Iimade a v;olent effort %o gsonaentrate,

*It'3 a fine day,” I said.

"Yoo," she Teplied, ,

Then I rfed in vain to think of any further word in
the Engl:la?x, 'Ir:lph_, or any other langusge, 'Tha silence wag
80110, At 1ast 1 dlurted outs |

*Thich m are you goix;g?"
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ghe fndioated the direotion of fAtophen's Green.

“fhat way," she sai&..'., ‘

Be om I.%. - .

The three of us walked towégdu-sigpnen'u oreen. I
ed to think of something o say and ‘Pété;'"a q‘bﬁéua
arrasement 444 not help me. At last I had an idea. Of

coursa, 1 could not Vk:‘mﬁa that Potor had said it dlx‘ea&v,

" underétand,', b4 gaid, “that you are Irozm':carlovj, Hiee
rnan,.* |

*Yes,."

1 saw now that Peter had already satd 1%, but it was too
Q té drav back.

"] bolieve,® I said, snd thore wes desporation in my

voica, "that you have cleotris .light there.®

per
Pet
oar
Cog

ege®

Ve ‘entored Haroourt Bt;"caat withoud ‘anéfrher word..‘ The -
apiration wne rolling off me., It was olesr thab wnat
or ﬁas sgyinz to himself should have blasted me fr:'n'm the
th, We were half way up Harcourd Strect when wo oaw
lay coming down, 1 thanked Gods |
Ra stopped and was introduced, .
*flow do you do,” he said and 1 wae horror atricken to

sos that her c¢yes had tho game offect on hin.
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*I'm wall thanke,”
He managed to say "Ity a fine dgy.
"oy ."

After a vory long pauge, he said: "I think I'l1) zo

back with you.*”

- And the four of us walked on, The eilence wag now

fourfold, Of course, Fred got the same idea. I saw it

domning in hie mind and I kicked him, This only spurred hinm

an,

"1 believe, Hiss Kiernan,® he said, "that you come from
Carlow,” |

"Tes."”

He know now, It wag avident from tho quiver in his
vadoe. | -

°I understand,” he said, "you have olectric light there.”
*ew,"

It was terrible, There was not a word epoken till we

turned into Lennox Street. John Holony was m on the

stops of the houae.“'_ I hastened on in front.

*John, " % oaid in a tragic whisper, “don't na& anything

about olectric light in Carlow,.*

he

- And aloud he said: "¥hat about electric light in Carlow?®
8he heard him and sho passed indoors, her head held high,
never looked at any of us again.
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A viodt to Dublin. in those dark daye was like a tonia.
RBvdry person ono mot ecemed to be a rebel of some aors and

one felt 14 was only a matter of time until all Ireland

would follow Dublin'g lead. .This stimalating atmosphere was
not by any means confined to tho political fleld. There ware

poets, esegyiets and artisto galore and one mot them everys
whare, In the Library one could talk #o Padrailg Colum -
boyiesh, cantankerous, enthusiastio, and invariably bursting
his:- way out through the wrong turnstile. Ha had Just
published hio first book of poems *Wild Barth®. There, teo,
werq James Stephens, whose strange poems weore appearing in
thJ *United Irishman® and who was not unlike one of his own
leprechsuns, and ¥illiam Dars of "The Light on the Broenm®.
Gourge ¥oore who looked like a very large pink cigar was in
and out., He was contributing what we thought was a socandalouse
series of notes for Yeats® magaz‘ine *Dana®, Joe Campbell
showed me come of th@ l;eanuful._ varses which were bo appear
in "The Gilly of Christ®, . | |

' One night o orowd of us went to the Galaty Thoatre to
protest againet a play called “"Sappho®. ¥e know nothing
about the play exoept that Moran in the "Londer® had said it

wag immoral, We kioked up ouch a row that the play could
net proceed., The police were gent for and vhen thay arrived .




thay threw out mostly the wrong paople, momst them a amall
Jeil who kept yen.l.ng out t.hat he had pa!.d his money and wanted
to see the plv. Ona of our renown waa. however, tnken to
the police statzon but a bunch aof ue ca:u.ed at the station
" aid explatned Shat he had had nothing o do withithe row and
that his father was a very uporta.nt Jn-uce of tho peace in
county Mmarick. Yo got him aut.
stt day wo were h:uariously dlsnusalng all thle on the
IAbrary steps when a fairish, thinefaced fellow came out of
the Livrary and joined the groups He carried a manklntqah
over his arm and an ashplant in his hand. - Ho nover sald a
word but his attitude wao so tcily contemptuous that the
Jgg}gﬁ{;wuonvereattgh otered out and was not Tenewod £l he took one
KERREADy 4o group@gk‘%lm@umnﬂ walked awoy., I asked who he
- was and was told hie name wae James Joyce and that he had Juoat
had published a slim volume or rather poor pos under the
‘Mtle *Chamber Nuwsio®,
Many years later I happencd to be in Pu‘in and I heard
that Joyce was thinking of roturning to Dublin. I rang
him up snd asked 4f I miéht come and cee him, He asked me
to oome right away. He was almost complotoly blind and felt
' his| way about the room by touching the furniture., He asat

: i
- down andt_alked for Wﬂxalf an hour, 1 goon learned that




tﬁs niﬁarlt}'with which 59 reoelied me.waa because he thought
b § might havo loma influence 4in having Jaohn Sulllvan. the opera
nznser. tnvttaa ﬁo Dublin to give a eoncart - thin as a
etepptng-atone to an American tour which wnuld bring him soma
manqy. 1 hnd no groad% hopaos for the projent as Sullivan was,
at thin timo, aboud fafﬁy and many thought past his prime, but
1 promisad ta do what X eould. Yo talked of Dublin and it
‘was rathor pathotio to see how eager he was for detaile of his
élﬁ'frlands. I asked him vhoen he wan camtng{bank.

"Not Qﬁtal.thqy make somo amends for burning my book

on the steps of tho Katienal ﬂntfgrsity'; he said pitterly.

AE, came %o Binn Foin haadQuaiters'one day ﬁo talk to

u9 shout dbanking, It was a very clear and exact discourse,
but Bdward Hartyn, who was in tho éhatr. alept al} through §t.
I left with ABE. and was surprised that hé renembored I had
aent him a story, thnugh he had natpunllahea 1%. He rocounted
for me hio famnous vision of tha young man sowing sead. aeraas
the face of the land., He aid not seem to notice that I was
Tﬁheallﬁg & blaycle and thud his headlong paae was bringing me

into confifot with the many passerseby. We went to the
vegetarian restaurant in Collego Streoet where I was compelled
to eat a strange and unappetising dish called a vegetable
chicken.
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A quartor of a century later I walked with AJg, through
the streets of Wneh&ngton ana his talk wao as vivid, freoh

and epontaneous 8o ever. There vas not the slightest indione
tion that he had only a fow months %o iive. ~ His gait was,
as [uaual, headlong and I had great difficulty in koeping him
from walk'lng into the ﬂhirﬁns traffice Thereo was a blimp
azily cailing in thé clear air over the Capitol. . It ?
ertised Goodyear tyres, AB. looked up at it and
groaned § | ' | _

“They even pollute the heavens with their blatant adver-
uTemente“ he wsaid, and addodt ' “When j'ou and 1 enter through
tm? gsaored portala of heaven we will be greeted by an American
'baﬂker yolling at us abous the vu'tuee of his own particular
brand Jof Ambrosia.® - -

We had walked to the waterfront behind the Lincoln
Memyriel when I vontured to eay I had an appointment.

~ "Wy, so have I,” ho said, "what timo is 109"

It wvas a quarter past three.

] "My soodnebs." he ém.__ “I was to moet lir, Wallace ot
2.36,° | ' _' N

Ve got a i_axi and 1 left him at the Deopartment of

Agriculture ten minutes later. He had kept the Cabinet.

|

KRinister waiting én,honr and ten minutes,
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One day I went to tho Gaclic League offices to see

Sean T, 0'Keldly. 'ﬂatwam out for tho moment and I sat down
to wait, Theroe was an éarnaet looking young man aitting at
a deak, abporbed as if ﬁhinkzng what to write. He Jotted
aamaﬁhing down on a nlip of papor. - Thon he looked up and
asked me 4f 1 npnke Irish. I casid "o 1$ttle" and he handed

me the slip of paper. The words on it wera:
flLeanam lorg na Laochraidne®,
Do &au urderstand 4t,® ho aoked.
Yen,* 1 said, "Let us follcw in the footatepa of the

hefoea.
| "len't it grand”, ho.puid, and I agrecd. le was
wrltlns an article on thia‘toplﬁ-far the Claidheamh Seoluls,
tﬁl Caclic League organ, When Sgan Ts ctmo and fetched me,
I goked who the msn wae and he noid me 4t wne Padraig Pearse. /
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CHAPTER 11X

15 ucﬂ |

/ The home atmosphere was very unlike thst of Dublia,
‘ "~ The f:l.rst enthueiasm had diaappeared and trying to make any

‘headway seamed 1ike rolling a stone up an endleas hill. " This
applied to everything except the Gaelio League 1n wh:lch we were.
all et111 strenuous workers. The yearly Fels wmch wao held

- - w® ternately 1n Enniscorthy, New Roas and Wexrord, wae eaeily
the chief County reatival of the year and it had grown to be
the_ biggest Feia _:I.n_ Ireland, Horaove_r, 11; was reapectable
because the prrzl.aa;te were w_ith us, In %1:::1 Fein, however,
matters were rai different. The county branches had fallen

. off one by one and 1n the town we were finding it 1nereaaingly
diffieult to pay the rent of the rooms we had taken, One
night we decided we should come out into the open and focus
'a'tteution on our policy. The method agresed on was to hire
the town hall and stage a lecture and concert. Arter a great

deal of debate, we decided to 1n_v1te Father Willie Hérpér, one

[N
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of, tho few priecsts active in Sinn Fein, %o lecture on *The
Bancheoster Martyrs® and i'ﬁs mstruatéd' to "1'99;;9 invitations
to all the pringipal citizens in the Wexford arga., Amonget
the names giyehr to me was that of , '
:Tt;“rmric FA??%%.? wroto . Baryy .

lmn nim to attend, The night of the lecturs arrived and,
to our smagsment, the hall was crowied, | 1 was taking tickete
at the door of the hall vhen a man in rough twocde cama towards
me and asked if I waro Hr, Brennan. When I replied in the

.......

affirmative, ho told me in a very impresseive manner that he

s Nueee Barry QAGAMMO and ho added that he was @ cousin of
S8audy Jack Barry, the Father of the American Favys I thought
to myself that the deseription wag unnaeesaarﬂy: woxrdy but 1
co{nductea ¥r,. Barry to the éuppar room and asked him if he
would mind proposing & vote of thanks to the lecturer. |
1111 do that," he eaid, "with the greatest of pleasure.
You have standing before you o man of patriotism handed dowm
from generations; a lover of liberty and 2 hater of oppression.”
| He was going on and on whon 1 hastily exoused myself on
the plea that ! had to auperlntml the arrangements, M,
Barxy thersupden began to otride up and dowm the floor,
rI:.earnng his aj:e_eoh in a barely audible voice, Shortly
aftorwards, Jem Breen, the Chairman of tho Branch, arrived

jt;". vhen he saw Barry he approached me aggrossively.
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*Who's that?® ho asked,

v*"That's ir, Barry®, I replied., - Ly dmndeBamyy, of -Glades

" He hes promised to speak, $0.proposs a vote of ",

"y God," ond Jom, "we're ruined,”

"Why, whas's the.mattor?” : S .
. ®Don't you know about him?® ho acked., *¥hy, he's the
wan who broke up the Yoﬁng Hen's Debating Soocioty, a Society

whioch was in existence for twentyefive yoars until he joined
ur Ho talked everyone blind and bothered, - If you let him

get on hie foot %onight, wo're ruined.® :

He called the other ﬁ@baro of the Committes. together and
¢explained the situation, 'i‘hey-'au égreeﬂ I chould tell Hr,
Barry he could not bo allowed to make a apeech, I indignantly
refused, bud thay were admn_int_, and co 1 approached Hr, Barry,.
*1'm sorry, Mr:; Barry,”.X said; "$o have to toll you ﬁm_t
the| Conmittee had already mado arrangements for someone to
propogse a vate of thanks, I did not knov -°,
#1'11 second it%," said Barry,

"But thay hava a ssconder,.”
*I'11 support 1t,” ho said, .
I went back t¢ the others who had ovorheard this convere

L]

eation and 4t was agreed that we would get Hr, K.J. Furiong
to propose a vote of thanks, Mr, Breen to sccond it, and then

|
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rugh on the u_ono-ert s0 quickly that Barry would not have &
chance to. get to nie fest. Bub we reckoncd without our man.
The lecturer had hardly eaild the last word when he was up.
"Rovy chaimnn. Rav, Fathers, mxea andahnuemen" ha
began, and m'. Mlong m hnd rieen to propoae the vote of
thanke snhsidad. "It giveu ne the grontant plmure to be
hero tonlght amengst the young yriont- I,nd paaple of Wezford.
It reminds me of my ooualn, the rearlaas and dauntless saucy
Jack Barry, the Pather of tha Amaricm Eavyg
, Ag he epoko ha flayed the air wi.th his arme and gmdually
ho cleared a tenefoot cirole around h!m. it was amusing
. enough so long as he deal.t uith the. leetura. but suddenly he
branched off, ' |

- oer am proud of Wexford, “he said. "and nover 8o proud as
whe’tn 1 think of our 11lustricus and distinguiohed fallow townse
mon John Edward Redmond leading his eighty Irish terricrs to
'bailt the Brtgﬁh Lion on the floor of the English House afl
Commons . * o . )

For a moment wo 'thnnght he vm:a being funny, but no,

*And I'm humiliated to Shink that here on Irdish soil we
have creatures, mean—'sion:l.ed,_ un;;atrlotio. ungenaroue vue
c¢reatures who would traduce the name of that grea.t m.

As we were the nnly paople vho were engageﬁ tn thla
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nefarious astivity, the effect can well bo imagined. The
orowd in the baok of the hall saeeing tho joke ogainst us began
to| chesr the apeaker vooiferouesly, I was called to the

eupper room where I found the membera of the Committee pacing
up and down and’ literally -t_earing. their hair, The Chairman .
| g}oa,nmg"oﬁ Lord, think of the Froe Pross (the Redmondite
organ) and the laugh they will have b us. this weok." .

Suddenly he made a run at ma, "You, you,® he said, "you're |
ropponsible for this,® Tho mmt;m'a gathered round me damanding
that I should go out and stop Barry, . Por some time i
resisted their appeals. The procesdings in the hall were
be qming more and more hu,arlnuag ninmy’; I decided to try
and bring Barry's spooch S0 a halt, I made my way through
the orowmied chairs and touched, the specker on the arm, "I
be .#eur pardon, Bir.: «"  Barry turned and looked at me and . ‘
pushed 'me.aw. " "gtand brok, young man," he said, and '
. launched into & new paroration,

The orowd in the back of the hall yelled at me amid
ghrieks of laughter %o leaV¥o the man alone, 'I"‘retlreﬁ” in
the utmost confusion. Lator, I tried vainly on two veparate
occasions $o stem the flow of Barry's oratory - in vain,
After some time, the more stnid members of the audience began
%o file ous, Wa‘ oaw 4% was hopelaen Yo think of going on
with the conocerts The performers, very irate, had orowded
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mta the supper room and thay left the buzld.'ma in high
dudgeon. araauauy. even the ribald orowd at the back of
the hall grew tired of the performance and left; but Barry kept
on [talking, | He was neaf-ﬂlghtad. ‘am‘i apparently did not
notico that hie audience was dwirdling away. Noar midnight,
there ware only throe ox fouw or us loft and we deoided to
toll the carctaker to tum off the lights at midndghts I m
on xy way home when 1 thought 1t wag unfair to leave him to
mje his way alone out of the dark na:u.. a‘o' 1 weni bmk.“
Paddy Bryasn, the oarotakar. was beginnlng to turn off the
l:lsfhta ¢0 I went. in and couected Barzy and brought him down

the stairs.

| "How di.d I do?® he kapt amr!ns.

"mne," I aatd. "How are you going to get homo?"

"1 have tho yoke cmm at Harper's Lane," ho said,

- 1 wont dom ther. with him and I had to lioton all the
way o various passages of the spaech.

"Do you know,® I saw, “"that the Committee that got up
thig affair aro all against the Party?®

"You don't tell moe,” he said.

"I dos The 84nn Poin m&wexaenjs is dead againet the Party
and  against Redmond.” '
“Begob a man®, he said, ®if I had only known that.”




_ Wt would you have done?"
“I'd have told them what I thought of them,” he sald,
¥ith Sinn Pein mattars went from bad to woree, while the

Irish Party's fortunes continued to rive as Home Rule sgcmed

, 1;1:E gome noarer, Griffith had put up a Sinn ﬁ‘ain candidate
for @ parliamentary vacanay in North Leitrim and had tiken a
honvy defeat though Griffith called it a morald victory. Yeare
ni!'tarmms 1 heard Jerry Boland say "1'm sick of these moral
victorics, After overy ons of them I'=m 4n Je?ﬁt—foswdebt.“

Ae the support for the Party increased, their attacke on
us redoudblod and this at a time when our numbers ware getting
fower and fower. Bir Thomas Esmonde, who had left the Party
to join Sinn Fein and who had, as a consequence, veen subjected
to the most vile abuse _.- suddenly as a result of a conventien
in Enniscorthy, decided to r-ejoin the Party.

About this time I was employed by the County Council as an
assigtant County Surveyer, Morc than ence it was convayed
t0 me that the members of the Council, who were at least ten
to one on the side of tho Party, did not quite like my
political activities though they were woll aware 1 did not
allow such activities %o interfore with my work. Indecd, Qome
members of the Council were against me beoause I was zealous

in vringing venal road cantractora to account. An acocident




on the Deops bridge, whioch spanned the Slagqy river, gm"e ny
;'crttins thoir chance. A horse belonging to a Captain Walker,
a|bstter onamy of the County Surveyor's, broke a ieg as the
result of a faulty plank, Thore resulted a Local Government
inquiry and 4n the ‘upshot the County Survayor was called on
toi resign, ‘I had not been alarmed because it wao clear from

my: inetructions that the-l:iape’oﬂoﬁ of tho bridge was not ‘one
of my duties, Notwithetanding thie, the Council pavecd & .

vote of gensure on mo, I was within a month of veing

marrisd dut Una a.nd 1 docided at once that 2 shoum resign and
1 444 so, Fortunately tlie position of wexford norreapondant
of} the Enniscorthy Echo bocame vacant and the editer, lr,
¥illlan Sears, vho was with us in the Sinn Fein movement,
agreed 'to give me the job and pay me one pound per ‘weok. Una
and I made out a budgot and found that after making all
aul.omnoaa for rént. food, odothing and all contingencies, we
-would have tenpence over from my one pound at the end of a

woadk, Sure enough wo had tenpence left over at the end of
*l:lmi first week dbut we never had it afterwards, at leact not
$1)1 very many yoars latar, -

After the arduous work I had had surveying four hun&red'
miles of roads on a push bigycle, mostly in the depth of the
winter, I found iife as a reporter very comfortablo. mu.'e.-r

over, it wao gratifying to f£ind my erstwhile cnemies on the
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1

County and District Councile very anxious to be nice to me.
‘bjcauaa of their foar of the prese, I am glad to say I nover

trded to got baak on them though the temptation, at times,

wag terrific, I had now an opportunity to indulge my .f;:ah' “
for story writing. I had alreaqy won a prize for a ehoi'ﬁ
story in a local newspaper.and I had had publiched a fow
ut!ors.aa in ®*Irolandts Own®", 1'was furious to find that the
gnding of one of the latter had been altored, I called on
the propriotor, Ur, John K. Walsh, and he told me he had

altored tha story ae 1t wao t00 highbtrow for his readero.

' flo| told mo I could nihg" the sort of atorles he wanted 4f 1.

tried. So 1 invented & quainy dotective character called.

. Crubaen Patch arnd he was an inostant success. 1 wrote well

%
{

ovor one hundred chort deteotive stories in three yeoare, 1
uged to start each story on Thursday ovening, when umy lash
degpatch to the Echo had been sent off and, writing
continuously, finish it about four in the morning and then go
down town to post it at the G,P.0, beforec the 8 aume, 0collece

| tion, 80 as to be in time for publication. As ench atory

contained ationt seven thousand wordas, ti will be .gscen that
this was hard work, The serids, according to Nick Murphy,

the traveller for the magazine, - long afterwards superintendent
of the Civic Guard - sent the oirculation up from thirty
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thousand to aighty thousand , but I was paid at tho sama rate
oll the ume. namely nalf a orown a colunn, vhich amounted
to twnty-.-ﬂve shillings for seven thousand worda. The

monay, small as it was, was very helpful, particularly as we
had, ﬁnrortuhately. invested in o £arm . 'nus conniated of
ten acres of land and an 0ld rambling houu sttun.teﬂ on the
outskirts of the town, Una and I both had had grandlosa
nojt«iona of making money £rom poultry and gardening, Alas
for our dreasus} Everything in connection with the farm went
wrong, oxcept tho bees , to which 1 gave & good deal of |
‘ attention, but even theae went againaf us at the end whon &

| blundering 014 retired army officer tuported some stocks from
Eng:l.ma and with them tha Islo of Wight dlsaane. which put
an beakeapers in the area out of zmazneas. ¥e might have
done battar had 1 not allowed an axpert gardengr to talk me
tnlto engaging hia services, He showed me on paper that
thore was & 0% of mongy to be made by providing eomething
that everybody was pining for, nameﬁy 'a glase frame for the
rateing of plants from the soed, We could make ‘then for
teo ahuunae and ueu them for dnubxe the manqr. WG made
éqme and advarueea thmn 1n the Dnbu.n papan, as well an 4n
_ 'tne local press, ' %o never haﬂ cven an enqulry. Then he
said wa'milght as well ugse the frames to raise plants and well




then, 8o we ratseg:! plants enough for & hundred thousand
acres’ b_nt apparpntxy novody mteﬁ them either, so wo planted
what wo could in our own garden aml had to throw the rest
away, Our man wae not disusyed. He talkad me into building
a Areanhonne for the r'ahtz_:g of grapes and tomatoes, 1
hal:ked at the grapos but consented to the tomatoos. lie_
certainly gave us a bumper crop but there was something wrong
for in order to gather ths orop wo had to zo into the greone
house on our hands and knees, vo luxuriant was the foliaga.
When we had gathered the orop and assesaéd its market value,
1 found that 4f wa had a full crop for forty-two yeare, we
might be able to yqy for the coet of the greenhouse,

When X sold the plaea the head rent due almost ewallowed
up | the purchase price and I sﬂu md the bank the greater
part of the three hundred pounds I had borrowed to hu} and
ptock the place, Such was the gtregss of the succeading
years that I was able t¢ pay off the last of that dobd only
in 1930, twenty yoars aftor it m gontracted, - ,

One Bundgy in 1911, Una and I were on owr way to lass
down Btﬁmerhm. when round the corner from Hackett's Spout
-8 1ittle dband or. boys in green unifoyms qame mayoching.  They
wa:{m the Wexford troop.of Fianna Bire mzm been

1"'1, /!Aﬂ/r\/u‘ er-o Tr-v 4“%
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: , {1 nas, of

oo rae, seon ﬁm marching before, tut this time thers was
m{ainﬁ@ in their bearing which sent my heart boating o

li tla faster, In front of the colunn with Saan wae al..boy
-vlﬁb & crop of unusuanar falr hatr. 'n'wn thay amo abiout
of m, Sean halted the oalwnn and broue;ht the atrmor over
%o us. I experienced an unexpectedly metrong handuhay and

found mysclf laoking inte tho blue eyes of Lianm Mellows,
full of good humour, enthusiasm, optimisz and comraaeship,'

The boye were vound for the mountain on a route march.

I.a‘ter that day they ceme in to us for tea and thereafter Limg
stoyed with ugs nearly eovery timae he came to ;ﬂexford. | Our E
plaic:e was an ideal one for him o drill fhe bays ar.:‘d he took
full advantage of it, Liam's father had spent his 1ife as a
regular soldier in the British army. Intending Liam for the
same careor, he had sent him to school ta the Hibarntan
¥ilitary Aoademy. Tho old man had been badly cut up tho

dey| Liam $014 hin that 1f he was going to £ignt, it would be
for| Ireland and on Irish soil. Liam was now giving the
benefit of‘ his military achéoztna to the boys all over
Ireland, To @ome of us who had becn many yoara in the 1IR3,
the! prospect of a rising soamed remoté, but ellows! ;:ptzmiem
was| infectious. We would get our chance soon he said, when
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'mnaland ang Germauny would go %0 war;

) on ﬁhe‘parane ground Liam was o atarn,'rigid diuoiplia
naran, Me drove tho boys hard, . Off duty he was a light-
nﬁgrtad harunssoarum practical jokor and he was an igveterate
pukater. 1 give two claseic examples of the punn of his
later days, when the Blaok and Tans were on the rampege in
| thatr Croseley lorries, radding the countryaide, Liam and
1 1qy side by side in & house one ntght when the lorries
rumbicd acarerhand nearer and slowly paeped., He whispered:

en I hear any lorgy,.x 1ay'me down ond deo®, A faw days
1ater, the district wo wore in was surrounded by the raiding
" plack and Tans, Liam caids "Solomon in ald his glory was
never in a rald 1ike one of theae,"

ml We often stqyed at the ﬁellowu' home in Dublin and, 1
]

t eay, that if avar there waa a happy fanily, it wag that

of the Hellows'! in those daye lived a ssall, but
_ n-|ﬂ¥ g ’

very comfortable house in Xg 20, near Dolphin'e
Brrn. Hanging on the walla thore were many group photoe

aphn of British soldiere, in all of which the 0ld man

appearea¢ Concerning the traasonoble activitics of his
rmixy, ¥r, Mollows wae puszled but tolerant, Tho'mothar.
hnwavar, declared that since she vas a Wexford woman she

wld be nothing but a rebel, In the evening L;am'woulﬁ
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tramp in In the heavzr' hotnailed boots he alwkye wore and

give us a light-hearted and lively account of tha day s
do'inéé. After tea, Liam, Barney, Fred and J'enny, the only
girl, would play quartettes « piano and strings - alwaye

: ar'lrimgementu of I1rish airs, Fred and Jenny died before the
Rising and the father and mother vioitly arew older, but they
bore their sorrows very bravely and never complained,

One day after the great war atarted, 1 journcyed up
from wexfo'ﬁ.,_ and Liam and his father met: ne at larcourt |
Street station, As we emefged into the street, a battalion
. of Britiah soladers were marching past, Wo steod on the
~ footpath with hundreds of others to watch them. "Now don't
you bee,® said the fathor to Liam, as if resuning an argunent.
" *Yom, of touree I do,* replied Liam testily. He was
:I.mnadfataly awés_ra that he had shown somo temper and he
turned to me with a grin,

“Fathor thinks the joimtaera do not put on as good a
show as the British," .' _
*You know well thay don't,® said tho 0ld man, "thay

w

mven't the precisfon, the order, the bearing or anything
se,  Look a$ the way these follows walk,®
Liam patted him affectionately on the a!wuidar'.
"¥ait t111 you sce the way they'll run,” ho caids




i- Thoe old man ms"abﬂut 10 expleode. Hfa furned: to me
gravely.
"Dant*¢ make the miutuke." he anm. “or under«eutimat&ng '
the Britsh mldiara. - .
 "Ho's afraid we ar;a éaing to baat them,* vald Liam with
a 'Jg:.r'in. | |

The 0ld man must have found it strange when the Rising

started and his two resaining children were out with the
rebels, ong away in Galway and the other with his company 'in

M Dublln tnjasn

e old nan managod to reach hfm on ?ednenday or Thuredqy of
the fight when the garr:l.aon of the South Dublin Union was
blins soraly presged, He had cruaaed the canal under fire
and cane to say to Barney that his mother was bsaring up
well undex the strain. |

"That's not what you céme to aay to me,® said Bhrnew.-.
His father regarded him thoughtfully for » while.

“Wi'sy don't you enfilade those fenowa'é“ he asked.
"Howe"

if you serﬁLh&g-:Mmen with rifles across the canal

éc such and such a position you can turn their flank.

t
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*Good 014 Dadl® eaid Barney, "¥e'll do 4t.® And they
a4, | |

The 014 man wae broken, lmwevér, and he died bafo#e
Liam, wno had escaped to Amerioa after the Rising, had
r?tgrnea .




One day during the great D'ubnzi strike of 1013, Liam

Mellows came ‘down and askad uu it we oould put up two

Dmblinmen who were fugitives from Justice, ' We knev, without

being told, who the. fugitiveu were because’ tho papere had given
very full aoeounts of their depredations. Thqy were the Two
an who had Thrown a Poliéeman into the River hirfqy ané had
‘Hurled a Barrel in after him, They were two of Larkin's

meh and the Hue and Cry was out for théem. The affair had
ooourred dufing 6ne of the numerous clashés betieen the'ﬁolica
and the strikers and as iﬁe policemen had'been rescued it
'neemed to me that thare was much ado about very 1ittla.- Wa

' were told, however, that they were dangerous men and that the
polioe had it in for them. - Ve, of ocouree, agreed to take
th? ‘two men and to try and arrange to have them smuggled on a
Vexford schooner to0 England. In due courae, the men arrived.
One of them..étepheéjﬁaetinge. was a big féildﬁ.'not.unl}ké

Larkin himself. He had, indeed, been requisitioned at timés
| '
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t0 |dmporsonate Larkin so as to lead the police on a false

trail, After a couple of weeke, we managed t0 omuggle him
on board a schooner and got him away. The othor man, Higgine,

remained on our hande and, to eur dismay, he Geveloped &
troublesome ooﬁgh which threatened to betray his presence in
the housa, W¥e had to kéep 'ﬁﬁe men in enc room all the time
becouse we had sharing the house with us a fanily who were

not at a1l friendly to the causc, For goveral weeka we waited
and though mxa Morris, the Captein-of the Schoonar K '
wagi willing to take him on hie boat, he oould not sail as

the| woather was unfavourable.

"Just 1like the Armada®, said Hollows, who Wag now on the
goene frequently, "the wind and the waves are Tighting for
England," " o
Finally, we thought it safer to send Higzing to the
country for a whiloe and Larry Delacey found a house for h:lm in
0 ¢ his native village. He placed him in the hm'ne.of a
bachelor, right in the village., ' It was the first time the

:l.tt.tle Dublin man had been in a houso 4in the country and 4t

was all very strange to him,  His bachelor host entertained
him for gome time, but when night cane on, the former
remeinbered, that the circus was paying 1%s annual :vi.su‘ to the
villsge and ho did not intend to miss the cirous for HMiggins,
or LTrkin. or any man in Irelend, Higeine m terridly upset

|
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when he hoard this,
“But vhat em 1 golng to do ar thay come in for me?® he
agked. ,
#They won't come in for you,” said . the other, "nc one
Xnows you are hare and there will be no ono coming in anyway.”
Ho completely forgot that hﬁ had & lodger - the local
lohoolmastu « and that the l.ntter mum ‘he aoming home while
" he|was at the oircus,

Ag nggiun otill protestad. his hoat hmlﬂed hin a bille ,
‘nook and put him sitting on the staire facing the door,

SHow," he ae.id. o S ¢ awdne comes 4in, all you have %o Qo
18 ta chop the head off of him with ‘bhtno

8o off the bachelow went to tho oiroun and he was enjoy ing
it thoroughly when he suddenly remembared the schoolmastar.
He gtood up in his veat and crying out ®0h, my God, the schoole
- masterl® he rushed aoroes the ring and out, nearly taking the
tent with him, He ran al)l the way te the cottage and, buroting
in, nearly got his an head off.

We brought Higzins baok after a mue and mana{;ed %0 get
him awgy to England, but he was arrested shoruy afterwarde,
He got a ten yeaxe sentenee.

en the volnnteeu were formed in 1913. wd all joined up.
Ve about ﬂfty reorults to ai;art with and the numbors -
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. gradually tﬁoronaad. In the bmlmﬂng, wo drilled &n o
malthouse loft, our lnntmmu bel.ng sucoeulve ex-serseanto

.. ef the British Amy One sueh motmctor wau Jack -Hw, ?

whose peﬂonntty undamnt a drastio ohango on the parade
ground, xomany _ho wao a quiet, unassuning citizen,
obviously an ex-homaar who had served man;r yem in tropical
climes. K Ond the drul ground, he wao not merel.y & martinet
Jbut a tyrant, His whole appearance, mannar and voige ware
changed. . He became an inexorable, avarbearingﬁ.mm'ber..
domninating not merely our movements and‘ our wllis; but our
val-y theughtu. W¥hen he opoke we treuibled = all of m'l. He
not cnnﬂne himgelf to drilling us, , He arrested ue in
the middle of a movement to leoture ue on the conduct of war,
"What 1s tﬁe g.reutegt' weapon a aqiciér possessea?” ho
would ory, his vciée ringing a”fy-hﬂ/ seaéingly.uppresaed fury.
- *1 don't hupv_t_,.ur." eaid the man ho was klaﬂng at.
'_ ®I dian't sk you,® oried Jack, f*né.'-tnm God, I
haven't yet lost the little bit of wis God gave me.,  Comeo

on, vhat ig the g_:;eatoot waapon the soldier has? Cannon, you
oqvl; Artidlery, you vayl I eay Bahl! ©Boeh] Nonsensel
Gy the rifla., . Give me the rifle, With twenty ploked

riflemen I can disable the heaviest Sattery of artillory they
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thqy can send agaii,n'pt me.® Hoe wag pacing avout like a cagod
| l.toln and heo suddenly atépped in front of mo and bellowod,
*Give me twenty picked rinmmt' , S

' The oye ho fized on mo was buam. 1t was as (T3

- wap failing in my duty in not mppl.vlna than and thoro twenty
picked riflemen, 3ortunntely, vhen 1 folt I ceml.d no lenger
kegp silence under the stra_&n,‘m _ano;ldent oeqqtm to relievo
me, It Was & very warm n_ight- and we wors all perepiring.
froely under the low roof of the loft, A fly had nlighted

| bnj the nose of tho man boside me and, ae wo wore all standing

at attention, tho poor fellew could do nothing about it oxcept
Jerk his head whenever ho thought Jack's eyo was not on hin,
The fly, however . ira_in pamtéteﬁt. Pinally, the man coudd
stand tho torture ne longer and, whon ho thought Jack's
attention wan divex;teﬂ. he made a hasty movement with hia hand
to brush his tormm_mar avay o Unfortunately, Jack turned M
the moment and ‘savl'theﬁwvanent, He waa on to tha deunquent
i1ike a shet, _
| "You,"” he oried, "Youl What'a wrong with yo\;‘?“
‘_ "There waa a fly on me nose, Biry® |
¥o all tremblad for t«he poor t‘enow.
- Jaok took threa or four atrides up and doﬂn. his body
taut as o otrotched bnrw, hio teath o.uémhea.
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"A fly on ﬁié’nbse," he breathed, "a fly on his blasted

- noge! .- Here's a fellow who's going out to fight the bloddy

British Empire and he's afraid of a goddam fly on his goddan
ndeel;‘ | _ |

On Monday, 26th July, i913( when 1 entered John L, Doyle's
shop, ae I did nearly every morning, the place being a rendez=
vous for all the Sinn Feiners, John ¢alled out; | '
"How mény men can you drill in Heffeornan's loft?"

“Well, it's pretty full now with over a hundred men."
"You'll have to get another loft," he said and handed me

a paper, The news was senpational. On the previ&un day, the
Bubgin Volunteers had marched to Howth and had roceived a
thousand rifles which were landed from a vhite yacht (Erskine
Childers' yacht “The Asgard®). ' Marching back to Dublin, the

* Volunteers had been intercepted by a 1a;ge body of police and

soldiers and some of the riflee had been captured. The

: yoldiara returning from the scenc had been boohed by an irate

crowd and some atoﬁes_vero thrown, The military fired on
the | orowd, killing tﬁrae péoﬁle aﬁé:iounding many mofo.

The incident aeemad to show that there was one law for
the Orangemen and another for the Hationalists. During the
Spring and Summar, the Uloter Volunteers had openly landed

tené of thousands of riflat from Germany without interference
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on the parﬁ of thé.authdriiies.J‘:
That evening 80 many recruits poured 1n that we had
to adjourn to the Sporte Field where, eventually. we had

between 600 and ?00 ‘men on parade, and there were not enough
1natructora to handle all the newcomere. This happy
eondition continued until the war started and Red-ond began
to talk of the "double duty" of the Volunteera one duty |
being to defend Ireland, and the other, appa.rantly, to

-2

derenﬁ the Britiah Empire. Many of hia followers in our

ranks Joined up 'in the British Army. othera fell away and
many split from us and formed the National or Redmondite '
V&lﬁnteeru, vhile we, thé Republican or Sinn Fein Volunteers
_(aa we came to be called) were left with about forty men.
Ve carried on. however, and we mat semi-secretly two or

| three timas a week in a hayloft outéide the towm which was
. lent to us by Mr. Fitzaimons. Such was the bitter feelinc
lacainat us at this time that Mr. Fitzaimons ran no small
1sk in thua obliging us. Our whole tima here was given
to rifle gpaetice. ' | '




ir

66

Bhortly aftor tho war otarted I went to Dublin to attehd

& Leinster Counocil mceting of the I;R.B. Buch meetinga; at
tnsl. time, wera £ixed to coincide with ‘some mportan{eaoue‘
Athletic fixtureq. This was to enable the members to travel
without attraoting unneeeabhry uttaﬁtioﬁ-nnc also to allow
them to taka advantage of the reduced raiﬁway fares., On

thi oooaaton. Tha Yexford football teanm ;?%é)plﬁving(?or the
Leinater aemi-rinal. At all such important meotings of the
1RBs, 6 member of the Supreme Council presided and this time
Tom Clarke was in the chai¥. - As soon as the meeting wase
oalﬂed to ordor, Tom aaid that if any of us had hitherto taken
gur dutios lightly we were to 4o 8o no more besause thoere was
2 war on now and that meant business. We would get our
chance to rise before the war ended, He then asked if anyem
present had beon followed to the méettng place, After a
pause, the delegato from Athlone said that there had beon a
G after him at the Broadstone Station but that he had
thrown him off,

"Are you suret" asked Tom,

*I'm nearly sureo.®.

Tom looked at the young man sitting noareet the door.
"ATe you armed?® he asked. | | i

"No "
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"You?® - tq the next.
. "No,®
b1 waa next,
“You?"
1 onswaroad qu:lt.a calmly "Yan” and 1 produeed the 32
calibre automaeic pietol 1 had besn carryh_lc; for some Mme‘. )
"An_right.“ sald Tcm'; "take your phce at theadoo:l-l
and see that nobody entors,* |

‘I stood at the door and, I muat pay, 1 heard very little
of wha; went on for the anauing half hour, My mind was in
a whirl for I knew that in this building, the I?orregtera'
Hall in Parnell Sc;uare. there wore ten or twonty mcotinge
going on at the eeme time, for the p;aoe wag a rendegvous
not merely for the Republican Clubs ..' but also for various |
.aelic‘hmetic €Clubs and other soe;qtieu. 1f anyone wore
to stray into our room by iniataka. what wae I to do? Tom
Liheul;l have been more explicit $n his. inetructions, or I
nhould have asked for some,  However, no one paid any
attention .to me., 'rhay wara an. ltatenang to Tom,

Up to that tsma the G men had been treated as more or
less of a jJoke, rThew wero the plain clothes political
constabulary who kept tab on a.:n. suspects, 3o efﬂcian;

were they that later, at my sourtmartial, thay had records
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40 show evex-'y.tim X 'vlﬁited Tom Clarke’s shop during the
pr"evloua throe years. 1t was common knowledge that one of
o\lr followe from the wast whenaver ho alighted at Broadatone
S8tation picked out tho G man who_‘was waiting for htm, and
‘sadd: o

| '*Youjcan.'hava the doy off. I'm gcing to the usual
gpots and you t;an &0 toltljxe Taees,  I1I'dl turan up in NMooney's
pudb at nine o'clock tonight.

-1t was caid that the G mnn generally agraeed to 'Bhia
.arransement.'. ”
Tom's talk had much to do with theso G men. Ve ware
aot to et thom follow us any more. One of tm dalegaﬁes

ex;\cgauted that the Sﬁprel;:a éounou, should establish an

Intelligence Service to deal with possible enemy agents
within our own ranke., An old Dublin man atood up immediately
and denounced the proposal. . . l '

"1 saw such a thing in éperaiion. vefora,” hé‘aiid. *and
it|was dimastrous. 1t oﬁlmtnnted in the assaseination of

an lnnoeant man at Seville r:l.aoo and the subsequant hang:l.ns
of Joe Poole. anothar innocent mnn. for his murder ,*

Beonm agroed and sud we need have no fear because our
organisation was sound. The rest of his talk had o 6o with

disoipline, being p'i'eparqd, getﬂng gum: and learning to
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-ghoot. o | o

*The o].d enemy 49 1n the toﬂ.a," he eam, *wo'll got our
chanee now,* ' |

From tho mooting I wont to Basba ‘Hall and found Bulmer
‘Hobsons 1 had brought £28,108, wmh me, all oubporibed by
~ our Company, It was to nw 12 rifles and 1700 rounds of
amunltton. but Hobson was able to lat me have only eight
-rsfles and eight lafundred rounde, 50 I paid him £16, He gave
mel|a pe‘mlt for the gune and ammunition, addregesed to a ¥r,
Cullen at an aﬁdresa in ﬂlontarf.

At Croxe Park whera our - team beat Dublin, 50 that we
were all in high epirits, I collected three of our lade and we
went out to Clontarf. 1 entered the houge and lir, Cullen
and his wife helped me %o gelcot thé guns from a small arsenal
they| had b‘ehind the kitchen. Ve handed the guns and |
ammunition ;over the back walld of the garden to the three lads
who were wvaiting.s I theﬁ rejofined the latter and we carried
the riflea thrqug_lz the at;-eate. Paople wo passcd looked at
us dbub, apparently ,4id not wonder very muoh, : Such a eight
wae not unusual at this time, We hed %ea in the North Star
.Hotol, just acroes from the station, and we parked our rifles
against the table, We wondered when we werc in the train
whether the police would try to take the gune from us whex} we
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meot us, Tom Clarke hsd told ue not to allow our guns to be
taken, so we loaded them and when the train etopped at Waztorﬁ.
we |got the boye tnte ths carriage and apportiened out our
elsh$ rirlea. There were aeveral policemen on the platform
bnt thqy made no attempt to 1nteroept us ag we proudlw marahaﬁ
out with our rifies on our, ahouldere.

Theae rlrlea. they were realxy ¢arbines, were a halﬁy
job. Wo had to correct all,the sights, They were made in
Birminghan and took .30:'.'5 ammunition. This wa# aboeut the
firet consigﬁmant of the 300 rifles we had in the Wexford
‘ ade wr;en the Riging started, by which time, outside of
hu iin, waj;are'th§~heat géged Gnunﬁy in Loineter., We had
atérted making pikee also, - A man named Judge in Dublin who

bean prominant 1u the Howth gnn-running, printed 8 design
:aj a pike but it wna found to be altogether too hoavy. In
Enniaoorthy. 8eumas Rarter kept two forges buay night and day
‘and Pat Eecgan and Jim cleany forged hundreds of pikes. 1In
Waxford, Pat Furlong. & house painter, aet up his ewm forge
behind his workshop, WQ never got a ohanae to use the pikes
1q the Ristns;‘so that the very muoh debated queatlon-as to
whether they would have bean any good to-us. wna-ﬂaver seftlsd.
In the later otages of the war, ve d1d not think of them, as |

we were thinking in torms of rifles, revolvers, grenades and,




lator etill, Thomﬁaon gung ahd lond =minca,

The groat war was only a short time under wnyluhen_fha '
British authoritics mode the disooveny that Wexford might
have to be taken seriously, They had posted s notice warning
tHo farmers that 4f the Gormans landed in Irsland, the farmers
vere to durn thoir fodder and drivo their livestook before
hem into the midlands. Ve do not yet. know whother the
notice was what it purpbrtad t0 be, or just another recruiting
device,. Everybody in Ireland, oven the British supporters,
laughed at the plan. Howsver, we posted up hand-written
notices to the effect that if the Gormans landed they would
' coﬁé ag friends and: that wo should, {n,tne nodern Agferican
phrase, give them the glad hand. Of Gourse, the police raided
tha héuéea.qf those aunpeuted af ponf&ng the notices and
amongst then was the house. of Lér:y DaLacey in Ennisoorthy.
What they found 4in the house astonished and alarmed

them. Thore were literally stacks of Rogor Casement's
seditious pamphlet "Ireland,Cermany and the Preodom of the
ﬁeae“. This had been printed soeoretly in the "Echo" office.
in addition, they found a collection of orude, home made
grenades - gocoa tine filled with gelignite and scrape of
iron » a8 well as yarde of fuse and hundreds of detonatore.
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aﬁhcrn in the hou e, Jao arty and Jin Bolger. )
were arrest:¥ m—m was ny v o'e brothar and ho, like

 Delasey and myeelf, was on the staff of the “Echo®, Iiegarty
had [boen employed $n tho Cork Post Office and he had been
ordered by the British suthorities to leave Cork because of -
his|ecditioun aotiviticns, He had come to Enniscorthy on a
visit to Dalacey, a kimdred spirit. ..

The discovory -and--thé- arrosts-oreated a aqnaatidn. 'rhe
Dublin.newapapers- gave the event big hoadl ines « The two
prisoners were képt incommundeado and they were whisked away
in the dead of night %o Arbor Hill barracks in Dublin, Ve
learnod that the opini.on of the polica was that thay would
bo courtmartialed and uhot. I.got orders from the Suprome
Council of the I.RJi. that I was to go to Dublin to try aud
secure an interview with ﬁéigar. and Una came with me. After
many futil.e calls on various officiale, we wore directed to
see Uajor Price, the Chief of the British Intelligenoé Service
in Iroland., He had a very sinistor reputation and all ow
DubLn friends warned us that we were t+e very careful about
what we said to him ac he was dangereus, I wao surprised
to f£ind that he wao child's play. Ve gaw him at tho Heade
quarters of the Irdsh Command noar the entrance to the Phoonix
Park, Ho was a tall handsome man with suave and polished
manners and he was oven polite to the orderly when he told
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him he'wiallzed to be aione with us,.
1 said that vﬁre hod oome up to sea Bolger and told him of

the! ralationship. He repned that tha young man was 4n
sreat dansor and that ho might be executed. He had heen

fol d elecping in a house which was, undoubtedly, the heade
qutirtam of the rebels in the Waxford area, 1 protested

" that I wae s'nre Bolgar ned nothing to do with any rebel movoe
mant. that he wag a moat laweabiding oitizen and that he Xnew
no hing of what was goang on in thnt houna,

"He's in dbad oompw,‘ aaid the Hajor,

"J’. am sure ho was not awara of that , " 1 Treoplied,

" ory wall." said the Major, "If that §o B0, you can
ek iaim. Get him to write down the names of all thoso who

friequmlﬁed that housé. 1f ho doas that, he can go home
wilth*yon.-' Will you promise me that you will ask him to do
that " | '

"Sure X wili." 1 repne;a.

80 wo oaw Bolger and ;rhen 1 had conveyed to him the
information thaﬁ the nubun men were raxaing a defenso fund
for him and that thay wore golng to mova Heaven and earth to
hava tham tried by Jury, 1 said loud enaugh for wona who
might ve liatening to haa:e:

'b‘.a:jor Frice aqys that all you have to do to get out is
to write down the names of all those who froquented that
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" house.” . ' .

He did not laugh though he knew my own name would ba one

of the first on the liast,

"1 gouldn't do that,® he enid.  “The only onces I saw
there were ourselvas. . I always lefd éafly'ln the morning

got back latc at night,.* -

Subsequently, aftor two trlals in vmi.ah Tim Haa]w %a‘:%b
appeared for the defence, the two were acqultted on aldl charges
of treason, sedition, creating disaffoetiohj cte, Théy had
beon charged. amnngnt ‘athor ﬁhings, with knowing that- the
seditious 11tarature and tho oxplosivea ware in the houso and
wi h not informing the authoritioe. -The Juny found thay
' were not guilty, though neithaer of the two men could get in or
out of bed ‘without. el&mbing over stgnka of the litaratura,
and they could hardly mava anyﬂhere in the houge without

scking over one of the pernicioua ccooa t.’msa. ‘q:zm loaly
waL largely responsible for the acquittal, | Heo made 1¢

apponr that Hegarty wao being persecuted not for his politionl
ao%ivitiea._but’for his religion, Hia pleoa was based on

the fast that onec of the witnesses for the proscoution, who
teptified that the proeGerman notices were in Hogarty's hande
writing, was a Belfast man who had himeolf, an ho was forccd
to| admit in orasa-examinat&on. preached in thg atreets of

oot Homs e Lor
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Cork with a ...nnkey -and Xoody band. Hegarty, said nm.
beln hounded out of his emplnyment a.nd out of his native

by the blgota who had come down fron Belfast to Msul.t
the people or Cork by praachtng againot their religion, Tim
maqle a great polnt af tho fact thn.t. Hegarty vhen he :I.art
Cork City first went to Gougene Barra,

"This tarrlbly dangerous_ man.who 13 conepiring te¢ bring
about the downfall of the british Empire is driven out of
!‘mjk. ¥here daea.: h'ar go‘i Is it to the groat e:lty vmere
su }h subvorsive acti.vlties could be oarried on? Ho. He
goen to Gougana Barra, the J.onelieat 8pot in all God ‘s
ereation, The poat hag teutir:led 'bo ite tonei&eu.
proceeded €0 reoite with areat reellng poem

%Mw ‘]Wwp?w Loﬁaa-r\ b~
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During this trial I had the expericnce one evening of

eeing how severe Tom Clarke, usually very gentle in his
_personal relations, could be with any mon who showed signs
of weakening. There was a rumour to ‘the effect that one of
. the big men of the I.R .B'.,--ﬂ-io' had been sérved with a

'deportation.order, eontu-plated goiua $o America. I went

up to Tom'e ahop ‘to see about some detail 1n connaotion with
the trial. Tom mentioned the name of the man in question

" and asked me if I had uaen'him, I said I had not. Tom
eaid he heard the man wae in fown and that he had sent for
"him. Ae he spoke the man entered - (let me call him Jack
Smith). I Xnow that he and Tom had been -asgociated 1n the
'\extremist movoment for upwarda of a dozan yeare.

“Hello Tom.” he: eaiﬂ. .
Without any prelimina:y, Tam said o

°I hear that you are thinking of going to America, Jaock,

Iu that true?®

66
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*Well, you 8ce, Tom,*. iaid Jack ?aﬁhai' lamely, “my
business 19 uut in the hést_ of nha.pe.-.' ;f X am arréatoﬂ, it

will be bad. 8o I tnou#gm st 1 want to America for & little
while «* |
“All right,* aaid Tom, "gaodbys Jaok. !

- He .t.urned his buk en a'aek m looked aheap!.amy at me
'.aad ‘.I.eft ths nhop. 'ro- ‘never spoke to hin again.

. Bolger m auu in jail nmtung srtn:l. when ene day X
ha& an extraordinary experienne. On retmzng from a walk.
mlsa and I ware told by our nm donr ne:tam:onr tha$ there had
b en a man knooklng at eur door cwcra:l tlmes. He was 8
stranger and he 1ooked uko n polioa offaoer in plain olothes,
An deportaﬂon ‘ordora were belng nerved on various suapeocts,

I thought that this man might ba the banrar of mine, later
that ovening the man called. I bruugm him into the sittinge
room and he himself oloaed the door,

- *"Can we 'ba overheard?*® he asked,

I assured him wo could not and he told me his name, It

gsounded like Harold, Heo said that I was recommended to him
by Hr, FPhillips, the chief reporter of the Irish Times, for
wllxtoh papor I was, at that time, the Wexford correspondent,
The vigitor went on to tell moe that he had called firet at my
previous home "Summorville®, as that was the addraees Hr.

Phillips gave him, His miseion, he said, was a dolicate one.
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As I was a raporter, I would find what he wanted me to’ do an
eagy task, XHo ono but himself and myselr would know what I
was doins. He nosumed 1 had heard the storics that vere
going about the activitiecs of Garman auhmarinen on the Irieh
coast and tho rmouru that theg were getung oupplics fron
the shora.
1 was bovudered by all tlue. but 1 eparred :ror time,
Lﬂarlns whether ho was an asont trying to trap me into some
ission. I vald that, of courso, I had hoard such atordes
and that 1 wae yoatttve that thore was no truth in the rumours
¢f |help from the land, because the lonsshoreme;n wore, as a
rule, very anti-Gorman. "My vieitor procoecded to say that
QT he wanted me to do was to investigate such runours and J'
to report to him what 1 fouud out. Heo said he wns working
for the Intelligence Division of the Britioh Admiralty,
Haturally, 1 was dumbfounded, but I 44¢ not let him ses
it.| I could not dbut reflect that if thie proposal wus
genuina, the nman m a vory bad bung].er. If ho had a-kad
tha ﬁrut. ponceman he met in the town who would be tha laat
man h.o should approach with a promaiuon of this kind, the

answer would have- bean myself.
“But surely,® I aazd, *the police make such enquirlas
and they oould keep you mfomed.



*I am not in touoh with the police,” ke said, "I have
nad| nothing to do with them eince I resigned.®

suddénzy it. dawned oﬁ mo who oy viutor iat.

* hat aid you isw yoqr name ;ao?" I ésked.l

“Harrell," he satd. o ' | ‘ _
‘ 'Oh. then you are 31: David Harreu?" - o

"xo_.' ho oaid, "Sir David Rarrell 10 my father.®

*But you aro the man who gof ‘tato troub;.é over the
Baghelorts Walk shooting?" o | | -
"Bxactly.®

. .
. ] [

Commander Winaam Vesey Harrell, the exq&ssistmt

Comnissionar of the Dubu.n Hotropolitan Polioe. the nan who
had baen re:l.leved of his poet to scave the faoce of the Braush

Government over the butchery at Bachelor's Walk when tho
British soldiers had fired on the people of Dublin.
*You have my sympathy. Evarybody belisves you w;re
made the scapesoat %o aave somobedy teo skin,”

"That's oxaotly what happened,” he said, “and now you
can raauso why 1 am not in touch with the police., My

. present work io entirely indepondent of them and they know

nothing of my activities. 1 report direct %0 the Britieh
Admiralty,* '

1 reance}\by this time that the man had nmade a ganul.ne

mistake. Heo had, for tnstanoe. sone to ry formor realdence

69
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at Summerville and I rocollected ﬁhaﬁ.that addroes was
5541} boeing used by the Irdsh Times., !'hmipa, the chief
%eporter, no doubt knew nothing of my pantiaa. To him,

of course, 1 wao Juat a provinoial reporter,
Harreli went on to explain that all I had to do was

to sen&'the reporte to the addrgim hoe éqve moe in h!dnkstm.
numm; b woul& be paid for my woerk ae if 'ig_wa.a ordinary
‘newspaper work. . I assured him that as thore was nothing

o theee reporte, it would be a.wawe' of tiné and monay,

ut he mglgted that that was hie conoern." * Before ho left,

e warned me not t0'sgy a word tn- ajmyane about his vigit,

Una was aghaet when I told hor. She said that I

ahould drop the whole thing right away, but I convinced her
~that I might be able to turn the businass to account. I
brought into consultation Sean Sinnott anﬂ_l!ed :ﬁ‘;:].qy. the
local lesders of the 'Vollmtaera- and the I._R._B.. and told
them my plan, I wao going to gat tho authcrny of the
Suprame Counoil of the IR.B., to lat me go wzead cotonaidbly
ag ono of Harrell'e agento, I would manage n g0 that I
would win the confidence ©f the latter and, as time went
on, %o might, by working in with Germany, help to lead the
Bx*:lt.ul'ad fleet into a trap. This may dound extravagant but
i anaéod to convinoe the lads, and a couple of days latar



I went to nubun- t0 lgy the plan. before Tom Clarke. . it was
the oconodon of tho 0 'Donovan Rossa funoral angd, unfortunately,
1 failod to gea eithor Tom Clarke or Jean MaDermot. Rowever,

I told the whole atory %o Sean T. 0'Relly and ho promised %o
put tho matter before Tom. ‘ |

- Two weeks pacecd and I had no word from Dublin, 1 had,
however, a lotter from Harrell aeidna for a 'reﬁort. 1 typma
out a report sgying that I heard such rumours a¢ he had
maptioned and that.1 had gone to Carne, Kilmore and. obhoy ‘
places on the coaet and found there w'ai no truth in the rumours.

Thie roport I sent him, A couple of days l.aﬁer, Sean T, ogme
down and t0ld me that Tom's advice was that I was to drop the
wh’ale thing at oncoe 1ike a hot potato, ‘

I wao torridbly diocappointed, I naked Sean T, if he had

put forward all the argunents I had given him,

?

"1 414," eaid Sean T., "and he says you arec to drop it."
Hot eatisfiod, 1 want to Dublin and sow Tom. He wae
adamant . L :

“The riok for you 19 too great,” ho said, "Cven if you
had a s.att.or from the Supreme Counocil gsanotioning thiw, somoe
"hlm might get out in tqﬁ or fifteen yewartﬁma and all the

water in the sea would not wash you olean,"

X sadd I was willing to take that risk, He said he
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appreciatod my mouvel-md admired nw"sé].f-saarifioina offer,
but that he would not countenance it. He took me by the ;
collar of the coat and glared at me, eaying, "Drop 4tl"

Then he gripped me by the hand and gave me one of his rare
emlllas.' | . .

"¥o'll beat them without thad,® he said, .
1 rdoelvéd two pounde $n postal orders from Harrell, and
this vent inﬁo our arms furd., 1 alao received & 6<mp19 of
further lottero from him which 1 ignored, The strangost
part of thie etory. is to come. _ '

| The Rising wes over, and I had épént more than & year
in English pricone, ané a spell in Cork prison, In 1918,

i vas in Dublin ocoupying the prominent post of Chief of the |

8imn Fein Publicity Bureau when .1 got a lotter re-directed
from my old address in Wexford.- It was from Harrell snd it
had beon vr.:;:::l;t:aut- a week befere, He -“taa:l.d that ho would
be in Wexford/ at White's Hotel, and that he would look me.
up, '7

i immodiateoly cyocled out to Bait Q' Connor's house in

Donnybrook to see Hiok Collina, By an oxtraocrdinary ,
coinaidence, Sean T, was thore with Miok, I produced the
letter and told Mick the whole story. His attitude was very
dif!ferent from that of Tom Clarke,
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"Tfou must go down to Wexford and meet him," he eaid.
Sean T, and I pointed out the imposoibility of this course.

I was now something of a publie character in Wexford and I could

not contact anyone like Harreli there without overybody,-includ-
ing the police, knowing all about it and thereafter Harrell
would soon know all about me. We agreed to get someone to act
in my place but by the time we got our message through to
Weﬁford, Harrell had come and gone, 1 neter~heard from Harrell
agdin but Mick put hise letter to good purpose, He had Harrell's
mail intercepted, eopied and re-posted. He had epecial
techniciane in the poot office doing euch work for him, Mick
told me later that he had thns discovered all Harrell's corres-
pondentse. He did not tell me what use he made -0f the informa-
tion. He probehxy enrolled some of them at 1eest in his own
organiaation. That was his wayu |

In Mareh 1916 Pearee came to Enniooortny and delivered a

' public lecture. Our fellows attended from all over the County.

There wee_about this gathering an atmosphere of impending crieis,
'rhioh was heightened by-tﬁe_oreeence of a guard of Volunteors

in full uniform-wiﬁh rifles and fixed bayonets, under the
oommand of Captain Pad Keegan.; It was olear‘to every Volunteer
‘who.hearduﬁigfggézi_that nigho that tne'struggle wvas coming

verg soon and, from that time forward we became rather grim
about our preparations for the Rioing. About a week later,
Captain Seumas 0'Sullivan, an officer attached to G.H.Q.
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18- ' D&ly of Limoriok, oamme to Jexford. ~In

the | presence of the Brigade Vice«Comagndant, Sean S4nnott, -
he told me he had a special order for me from Comunandant L
Pearse. - 1 was to take tho vacant position of Quartermaster
of the Brigade with the rank of Captain,. -Of course, I -
accepted at imee,_ bufl-without- elation. I had hithazto -~
rofuscd to take a c‘om.asalen._ "'1 44@ not like the business of
soldicring and 1 had otrong doubbs that 1 Gould ever bo a -
goaf. aoldiore - 8o I'pad-:r'amnina& :Ln 't.ha' ranke. Now 1 wae

in for it, whother I iiked it of mot. 1 had but the faintost
dden what the duties of Q- Br:lgade-%na;'ctemater ponaiated of,
but' I did what I could to inareasse our.scanty cupply of arme
and| we had long biayole rides mearly overy night carrying guna,
samunition and pikeheads, to tho outlying towne and villages.
Por some time we had been aolleoting all the explooives -
wo vould got our hands on, for the purpose of making granades,
Onc day, Tom Traanor, the Ageistant County Burveyor, roported
to ha that there ware aboub thi:t&-fﬂmds of gelignite in a
1ittle shed in the front garden of 3ho courthouse. IHe
arranged to leave the door of the shed open for us that night,
Hed Foley and I went down about midnight to collect the stuff,
Weo 'pmaeé two policemen astanding in silence in a ga'tiww in
the vicinity of the courthouse and we had- 0 make a detour, -
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Ve |managed to get into the little courthouse garden 'after.
some nerveus fumdbling with an iron gatoe., Ve had to be
sareful to make no noiue for fear of awaking the caretaksr.
1t was fairly dark and it was with difficulty ve managed €0
koep off the gravel #:alk'.'. We got safaly to tfxe door of the
shed when misfortune befell us, Hed, thinking that the door
opened dnwarde, pushed 4t, and the lock clicket ehut,

| * "Bedambut,® said Ned,, _

He tried, in vain, to open the lock with various kaye
and a peninife. ¥e wore both frozen into ismmobility whaen we
heard the ponderous feet of the two policemen aj)p_roachihg .
‘i’hw_stopped Just outside the little gate,

"Be janey mack they have us," whiopered Ned. I clutched
his arm, ss much te eteady my own nerves ag hie, and I

renember caying to myoelf that they must be strange and wonders
" ful wen whe take up Iiurgl,ary a¥ & profesedon, Aftor what
odemed an hour - 4% ,waa‘mal.ly ‘threa minutes = the two
policcmen moved away. Whon the aounﬁ of their footsteps
cacmod sufficiently remote, weo moved avay aloo.

Yoxt day, I decided to get the stuff befora it could be,
removed to the quarries that avening. So, at midday, I

wgnt down o the courthouse and asked one of the County Council
clerke, Scumas Cadogan, for his key %o the shed. I knew he
kept his bicyocle there. Ho looked at me for some time, a
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iuTation on his lipe. Ho did not ask it, but he handed me
th kew with a wry smile. I went to the shéd and boldly
entered 1t and picked up the gelignite which was in a large
brcrpn paper bag. 1t was much heavier than 1 expected and it
grew heavier with overy step I took., As I left the garden,
1 Xnew that the eyes of Seumas were on me £rom tho windew
overhead, but I knew he would say nothing. As I walked
along the ﬁwnide. I reflected that it was a most unusual
~th for me to be carrying a brown paper parcel and that it
would be considered even more unusual if I were to be seen
carry ing it up the long lanc that led from the guayside to
my [house. So I dooided that I would not take the lane but
that I would march beldly up Hain Street. When I turned into
na' Street, I felt that everybody must be looking at me and
my brown paper parcel, which by thie time hsd become a ton
weight. Almest the first persén 1 mot was the County
Inspector of Police. Thia old femi. Imowing that 1 alwaya
av;ided even a nodding aogmmtmce with any of the police,
used to amuse himself by stopping me whenever he mot me and
Jibing mo good-naturedly about my pro-Germanism. He alwnwb
had the same joke. I would be under the ded when the Germans
oame. He waddled over to me now, his eyes on my parcel.
"What devilment are you up to now?® he asked, with hia




”.

éiufmlns snile, A Pow yards behind hﬁa; 4w membérs of his -
t"aq'ce were patroling ‘bha stroed, thair gyes als3o on Ra.

| 'You'ta & greatchance now,” I uasd to ma mﬁpaotor,

mm is a parual. of cel.lgnna.

He burst into a :louﬁ guﬂ'aw and turned into John lu

Bo_;rl.‘!.c‘u newapa;p@r nhnp@ i)
| "ptye noar thie Doyle,* ho shouted, "this blaokguard .
‘Brennan , id' golﬁg'irmmd with o parcel of sell@nitct’ o

e mxmd on nam the two glowaring pellcamen and got my
:aroa'.l safoly home, But I arranged for the lads to take it
avsy that night, 1 allowed that tho Inepeotor would vee
t'mLush the joke when the loss of the gelignito would be

reported, "As 1t happened, it was nover reported,

During all this time I woo carrying on my ordinary work
as, of eauraa.; were all the VolunSeers,. In the course of my
duties as o reporter, 1 had to attcnd mootings of the public
boddes and of tho Courts and hardly a day possed but I had to
repart fuleome and false apamﬁu lauding the British and
'rull._l.lns the Nuns, heaping ecorn and ridiculo on the Sinn
Feiners, the cowardly poltrcans who looked on ea:&pualy while
11ttde Belgtum wae boing martyreds This was, of courss,
ha_uzwa all tho councile were manned largely by followers of
Redmond. But wo managed %o gat some fun eﬁm eut of thie,

|
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On: one ouoaelon tliur!.ng 8 publio eei;lng at the Redmond |

chument Petar Fronch, the local M.P, wag vlgorous:ly denounge

the enomies of the rarw. + HQ paused and raised his hand,

“The policy of the ostrich,* he ortadr. and paused agmin,

A man in front or me who way vew enthusiastic, oonolndm

that the ostrich must be agasmt the Parﬁy. '

“To¥oll w1th nm,* ho orted,

One dey at the Quarter Sessione, the County conrt .‘ruaco

- gave in mmuel.t an e:mmpl.e of how war pa-atoas un tra.nafem '
the| bost of us, He m normally a kindl.y and oewtmm man
with o va:':y Xeen senee of humour.  He had just adj oumed/to
the rouowtnc sesnione, vhen: .the defenamt. a poor old woman,
in descending from the witness dox agked when would tha next |
eeaatmn .be held, ,

*Next aent.ember. ma'am." pald the .'l'uage, baoom ing a% her,

.| "on, pl.aze soc," she eaid. *the Gemnna vill be here by
’ thst- ttma.

She was al:eady half way to0 her seat beforo His Honwr
recovered from hie anton:lahment.

. “¥hat'e that,” he oried, his face convulsed with fury,
*brdng her back hera.

fhe poor woman was brought back. o C

“What'e that you =aid?" ho ghouted, "Dig 1 hear you say
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tnat plessc God the Germans will be here by that time? Wy,
maﬂﬁm, you might as we’ll‘aqv the devils out of hell will be
. here by that time,*® -

Ee launchod into a terrific tirade againat the Germans
and then want on to deal with tho Americans, the poople who
wore "too proud to fight®, an allusion to 2 famous atatezﬁent
of Prosident Wilson's. 'rmn;y. he said he hod reconsidored
the adjournment of the case and}. it went againet the
defendant, The poor old woman was almost stunned. Ae she
pasped tho preos box, however, I heard her mutter:

"§gll, maybo I'm right at that, Maybe by that time
thay wﬂi be horo." ' |
'7 l The poor people, particularly in the rural distriots, had

‘oar of the Gormans, despite.all the propaganda. The old
regime had not been partioularly kind to tham and perhape a
change would be for.the beat, . Bnﬁ 4t was not that thought
which influenced them 30 much ae that if the Germans ahould
coma, the old opprassor would have beon already beaton,.
Melll-wa and I had an oxperienco. which ghowed that this was the
Mea.‘. - L | ,

e had been travelling in a motor car through Wioklow,
over the route Kellows hoped the Wexfordmen would take to
reach Dublin vhen the Rioing should come. Something went
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wrong with the m‘u- in the hille and T1'.'«m of the lads who were
vith us deciged to walk to Bray to got holp, iellows and I
! a couple of ﬁqnn to wait andsm- alimbed g hill,
Awgy up high we camo to m farmer minding his sheep and we
ntolpped to chat with him awhile, We praised the wondarful
view of the soa and the mpimtalr_m; -. }

"don't 1t be grand for the (_iemans' when they aa§ 1t,*
said the farmer. I remarked to him that he could not have
been reading the papars for, according to them, tho Cérmans
hod |tho most néfariogs tl;e'uigng on lreland and pm'ticularly on
the \Irish farmers, . | .
*Why, they'll take all your land,” I said, _
"¥ell, we haven't very muoh,” he said, "and we haven't
hed it very long. And in any e¢ase Af tho Germans’.get hore,
1'11] know they'1l bo after batin® the other folla,.”

|Mellows was jubilant as we came down the hill, He kept

repenting:

“They '11 be after batin' the other faolla., There's
poem{v in them ‘there words,®
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. .FEoin MacNeill, Chairman of the Volunteer Executive .
and Chief of Staff, favoured defensive action only,., Other
xecut ive mombors determined there should be a Rising
before the war ended, if only ‘to redeem the National

honour, MacNedll discovered their glana three dgxa begorg
he Rising was timed to start., . ‘

On Thuradéy, April 20th, 1916, it was my turn to cover

the Petty Sessions at Taghmpn; seven milés frbm‘Weﬁford.

The day was three da&s before Easter: Sunday, buﬁ-i aid not
think of that till afterwarde. 1 went down to the office
of iMr. ®.J. O0'Connor, solicitor, wio was giving me a 1ift

1# his car. A we motored .along Selskar Street, I saw a
lady'amdngst the people wha ﬁa& arrived hyathe'mail train
from Dublin.‘. 1 did not know that she was the bearer of a
meﬁaage that was to alter not only the course of my life,
but that of everyone I knew, |

0 'Connor, at fhgt time, was probably one of the most
infiluential men in Ireland, He.waa the power behind the
throne, the confidant and advisor of John Redmond, Through
his 1nfluence, his broﬁher'Jamea had become Solicito; General

for Ireland and D\ eter, ey ChieFuetéee, I had

ocoasion to say very little on the journey ao O'COnnor

+
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talked all the time, his subject being the futility‘af Sian
FZTn and the 3inn Peiners, lis shafte were pointed, but

. thqy wers nearly always witty %00, Nothing couid shake the
abgdolutc determination of the Binn Peiners, to keep on talking
about fighting, They wera ready to dic to the last man =
in | bed. Peorhaps ha should say that thay ware ready to die
to|the last German, God had given me some intelligence but,
apparently, not onough to enable me to -see on whicﬁ‘side oy
bread was bhﬁtaredg: . : | |

"Hot by bread aiomo ‘“-I.vantﬁéaa.; He laughed,.

1 gaid butter,too,."

Wo got back to. Woxford nbout four o'clock and Una met
me|at the door, | | i
"liave you heard the nows?” she asked, with elation,
"You are golna.out on Sunday.*

1 cannot aay that X was elated, but the rolief of the
news brought was certainly tremendous. The last month ﬁaﬁ
been a terrible strain, particularly since ths order issued
by HacNeill, the Chief of 3taff, that we were to defené our

rifles on any and all cccasions, which meant for most'of ug
dnviting war on our own homes. I saw Commandant Sean Sinnott
immediately and ho confirmed the news, The zirl I had seen
that morning in Solekar had brought him a messago from Poarse.
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Ostensibly St was an order for furniture to be delivered on a
certain date. Decoded it meant that the Rising would stard
on(Sunday at six o'olock. -

" | hureday nimnt brbtight dioguieting news, a rumour that
all was noet woll !.n Dubnn.._ bagause th;ﬂam wne against the

Rising. We were all very g_;::l.m'and we were particularly so
the next day when o ddiepatch rider from Kilkenny arrived
with the déf!ﬂi‘té news that the Kilkenny Brigade would not
come out since there was disagreament in.the otaff at Gi.ﬂ.,Q.
Ap Kilxer;mr was to work in ﬁlth'aa , this was a sorsous blow
but we détem_lned that i.f. a éf;:rt was made in Dublin we would
bel in the fight, Tho succeeding Shree duys were hectiw,
what with rumours and alarme and our feverish efforts to

remedy our poor preparedness. .

Bunﬂwh morning, however, dawned bright and fair. A
ohrewd obeerver in any of the Catholic Churohes might have
guossed that there was mmoﬁhé afoot because of the humbera
of our fellows who received the Sacrament, ’Aa Una was to be
out in the Rising ae well as myself, we had brought our

éaughter Bmer, then noarly six years old, to Coolnaboy, to
stay with her grabdmother. Uns eaid goodbye to me on Sunday
niqrnina and set out for Bimiscurtw where we were %o maot

again vhen I arrived with the Woxford Bastialion.




Ve took advantage of the fact that there was a hurling

and football fixture at Wexford Park and we ordered our lads
from ¥exford and vicinity $0 mobilise thore at 6.,%. Ve
ware to set out for Enniscorthy at eix o'clock. Earlder on
Sunday I hmd the task of notifying auch of our wen as had not
yTa received the mobilisation order. 3 was diamgyed to find
that several had mede up 'the'.l'r minds not to como out, I
had underestimated the affoot of the disastrous rumours we

4 heard of dispention ad G.H.Q.

At five o'clock I was at the Iiérk,ﬂaﬁé méking_a“mantal

te of the little grm{po that were assembling here and there
1:11 the Sports Pield and on the roadway outside, when Mylaey
RLdmond, a lioutenant in one of the Wexford Companies, came
rlaoina up on his bioycle. ' ' o
*The whole thing is off," he said, "cnmﬁmdent General
0'Connell 18 in town, He naye the Rising has been called
offe" | | | |
"¥herots General 0'*Connell?® I asked,
"ic's down in Sean Sinnott's house.”

1 oycled down to Scan's houee, whsre 0'Connell Genfirmed

ley 's meesage. The whole thing had boen called off. I
Ia!d w@ had heard that iaclieill was againot tho Rising but

hat about Pearse and Clarke and the othore,
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agreed to call it off,". ' -

- There was nothing ﬁq-could do but stand argund sunk in

the deopest gloom. I thought it was the end’ beoauge now we

would all he arrested and thaﬁa would be no chance of doing

_ anythtné in our time, They werd all taluing'but 1 was

afraid to oay anything for fear I should begin to ory while

they thought I was being astrong and silent, 1 walked down

to my mother's housa; forgetting 1 had a bioycle. Two

poiiceman followed me but I barely noticed the fast, 1 was

utterly deflated and I suppose that because of the reaction

1) wag showing tho effeots of tho strain I had been under, for
mother asked me what was the matter. "1 told nor, and

:ﬁatead of upbfai&ing,me. she asald: |
 "Wever mind, God i» good, You'll find everything will

ﬁ me out for the vest, (o upstairs and say a prayer %o the

dacred Heart and then 1l4e down and get a slesp. You are

doad out.® _' |

1 lay down but coﬁld not wleap., A line of Hoonay's

¥ept running round and round in my brafn:

'®A11.tho bright dredmings we cherished
Went down in disaster and woe."

% nine o'clock a measenger arrived to aay an order had been

received from Poaree postponing the Riaing.




Hext morning, the Dublin papere carried HMaoNeill's order
-cmoéuing all movements of volunteers over the wookeond.
The Independent stated that the order had dbeen p*_ubunhad in
the later isouos of the Sunday edition, ‘Ih the lato-news

column there was a report that a mysterious stranger had
baen arrestod on the Kerry Coast. He had prasumably J.anded
from a eubmarine as a collapeible hoat had boen found in the
viotinuy. 1 guessed it was Cawsement,

Una returned from Enniscortly on the morning train.

She said the opinion there, too, was that now therc would be
vholesale arrests and that _‘me-nt'gondbye ¢0 the Irish Republic,
However, at two o'clook, John Barker sent for me.

*Did you hear®, he asked, "that Dublin has been out Off
for|the past two hours?®

*"hat do you mean by o.u'l‘s.off?“

| “Thare are no tolephones or telegrams, HNo one van ged
in $ouch with Dublin, I had 4% from the Froe Press Office.*
| I hurried down f.o the newspaper office and learned from
: 'ﬂln\ercorcoraﬂ, tho proprietor of the ifree Press, that the
newp wag correct, He knew nothing definite dbut there wore
rumours that those damn fool 8inn Fainers were fighting. 1
rus down to Stafford's workshop.

"Dublin is outi® I said to Sean Binnotd,
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. %If go," said Sean, throwing down the saw he was using,

*wa're out too."
He told me I was to find Liecutenant Mylay Rodumond, get
him to mobilise the lads for nine-o'eleck that night and
. heip him to do so, ILater in the evening, 1 waw on oy
~ rounds when I got ﬁord I wao.to zo at ondce to Sean Sinnott's
house, 1 4id so and found General O'Connell there, He
halﬁ been to Borris in the meantime, = He said we were not to
stir, VWhat had nappened was that Connolly hed made a meas
of| things by going out at the head of a hanam,af the Citizen
mén, The Volunteers were standing firm, .ﬂa said he
hed got this news in a dispatch he had recaﬁad at Borris.
1 argued that the Volunteers would never allow the Citizen
Ary to go out alene. By this time, they too would be out,
He|was positive thay were not. _
*Weoll 4f you are right,” I sdiﬂ. fthere should be &
train in from Dublin 4n an hour or mo., Thore nhouid bo
news then,* k | .
He agreed and we all adjourned to my house whore Soumas
le, the Adjutant of the Brigade, who ha& coma from
Ennisoorthy, was waiting for us, 1 set out for the rallway
atation Just before ten o'clock when the Dublin train was

due to arrive. As aoon as 1 stepped outeide the house, 1
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saW, _thére were groups of the Roynl Irish Constabulary standing
- about hore and there in the vicinity. . 1 was surprised to

find I wao.quite 000, I had my revolver ready o hand and
. Y was detormined to ft:a shpuid thay atteapt .to afraéaﬂ Q.
. Under pretence of sbwnﬂﬁag for a n_ﬁfau'ei;ta and lighting it,
1 counted the number of poiice witliin view, There were
twelve, but I aftorwmirds noticed othars lurking lq tha doore
ways, I returned to the housa and told the othors. 1t wae
urged I should not go out alone, but I held that 4f ‘tm%qr
more of ue appeared, theay wbﬁld. be noi'a likoldy to try to take
uag. , | '

“Thqy probadbly know you, are¢ all here and they have the
houTe surrounded, o0 thay will be in no hurry to fight outoide
over one man, and in any oase thay are probably waiting too

for ;ha nows the train will dbring. ‘

' WVhen I ontered the rallwey station, 'ther}a wore few people
. about, -‘rha‘othuon,mster, Hr, Parrell, and a plaineclothes
pollloeman named 8loan, were talk‘ing in the offiaca,
"What time will %he train h@a in, lir, Parrell?® I asked
cheerfully . ; _ ' _
Tr'wmt time will the train be in,® he achoed, “maar-be you
" could tell me,®

"WYhat'es up?*® '
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'é'hat"ﬂ'upt " These h:l.ooey friende of yoms :ln Dublin
nre shooting up tha place.*

"Gnod Heavanc. you don't’ nw eo?" '

310&:& spoke up, *I%% & bad buain.éas. Mr, Brennan,®
| hs aatd. ‘ | .

1 *You should complain.' 1 satd, "Tou have been following

"mel about for tha pa.st eouplo of years and you won't nave to
do| it nrw more. !omcrm you'll get a ohance of taking a
shot at me, with you bahind one ditch and me bohind another."
Wel:l.. My, Brannnn.' he sam wit.h great ainear&tar.
*shatever happens, I would like you to bouave that I nover

64d you any haxm and I naur will,*”

1 turned to thn atutlon-maater.—

*7ou wowld never think,*® x oald, ®"that he has probamy
givan them enough evidanoe to hang me."

’ “Damn 1t man-," eaid Parreli. th:_ls ‘49 no _lr;ugh:lng matter,
‘This {9 gono beyond a joke. And who the he& is talking
shou!b,hmiging anywaye* -

After some coaxing, he told me that there was a train
on the lins, that 1t was making slow time, and that it might
be hi by tvo'ﬁ'clook, not before, = 1 returned home rathar
Jubn!ant.- If the Citizen Army alone had zone out, they
could not have cnused such dislocation. As I appromched my



houae,' I saw that the police were still aha’nﬁ.
o "Gaod ntgh‘h men," 1 cauad to them, and pot no reply.
They must have notdcod oy awkwardnaas tn oyening tho door. 1

had to nse oy left hand ae 1 had ‘my revolver sraspgﬁ in oy
riant hand pockes. Inalde‘t_)le house, all except O'Connell
shared my view of the Dublin iituation. Ve argued over the
questdon t511 ahortly before two o'olock. when I set out fof
the? station agaln. As the street lamps had now beun
extinguished, lt wag pretw dark, so I walked straight from
the door on to the roaemw and kept 4n the middle of the road.
1 d4id not m_t to bve grabbed at from a doorway . The poliao
d44| not speak but one oF two of them co;:ghed dorisively.

' only the station maeter. rarren. and the detect:lvo.

810 » were at $he station, Thay had no_ more nows, they
aﬁid. The train arrived in about ten miaute‘s. A lone
passenger alighted,  She was an old ‘woman who s0ld apples
and 'orangee from a basket, She ran down the ﬁlatfm‘yeluns:
: "Oh, let me set homal ~ The murderin' rascalel Let me
got homel® |

|2 ran to the guarq"‘n' van,

"Wnat's up, John?* I sald to John Doyle, tho guard,
*What e up?® he sald 'joﬂaug. *Why, the Einn Faeiners are
up. | They've taken the r-ailw stat::lon!and the post office




and everything, Thay've taken Dudblin Caatlel Wo had to
. gat a pernit from Countesno Markievics to got thts traln out.
Bloan. whn had follaued ma into the van, agked in a
frtghtened voice: | | |
"”*”: *Have they taken tho Castle?® ‘
s '“Suro thay hnve,' snld John. “thqy've taken eve:ything.
| The detaottve and 1. want through the exit togother, both
running . ‘Qﬂsnrpriae awaited me at the h»ume.; The police
vero gone. To make sure, 1 doouted round a pit, O'Gonﬁall _
regused to beliave the news ., Ke angguabed that oy anthusiasm
aoJeuntod for some of the datails. Somebody'a enthnniaam. |
or &magznation. must have bean raaponaible for the bit ahout
Dublin Caatza. as we afterwarda found out, but the snvention
was not mino. \Finally. Ofcpqnell seid that whatever thp
poeition was, he was not géina7td countenance any movement
aﬁtﬁi he got a definite order froﬁ Dub1in. and that ho was
goi&g to bed. ﬂe‘dia; ' The reat of ua, after a ooneultation.
decided to start .ae soon aa we oould get the fellowsmobiligsed.
Before lgsvtng for Enniaoorthy, Seuman Doyle deoided to have
ancther ﬂry with O'Connell and, after a while, he omme dowme
stairs to sgy the latter was gettins up and that he was comins
out with ue, He was going to Ennigcordhy with Seumas.
Bafo%e thqy loft, wo sent a man to Rpeslare Harbour to wreck

thé'énxlway line at the viaduct g0 as to hamper thn'mqvements



of amr reéinforcements for tha Br:ltieh who mtght be coming from
BEnglend b:,r that routa. . _
M six in the morning, Jean Sinnott and I started out

for the rendesvous, John Furlong's house at Skesterpark s on
the side of the Three Rooké mountain, It began to rain as
we pushed our bicwélee up; tha ateep hill past the reservoir. |
1% was a persietent drizzlae and wo wero goon wet to the skin,
It was a deprassing atarﬁ. Va weré cheered, however, when
we;'o',ame.tq Tom Fielding's house, Tom wag the Licutenant of
th]a local company. Hio unole, Phil Doyle, was 4n the yard
epronging manure into a cart, He was a retired contractor
and buildor and ho had aiways been a stroug supporter of the
John ﬁedmona. . . | | _ | :

“God bless the work,” we oalled out. Fhil leaned on
h$.+ sprong and stdred at ua, |

."You too,“ he sald. “What's up?*

"Publin is up,“ eaid Sean, and I aﬂdeﬂ. "Dublin caatle
io)in the hands of tha irish,”

"The Lord bo praieed,” said Phil, taking off hip hat,
He [turned to the house and called: "Tom! Tom, come outl

Get your gun and come out."”
Tom came running out and we had to tell him again, He
gshouted in delight and Sean told him we were on our way to
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John Furlong'e house.

*Jack® « (his bdrother) "and I will bo Shere in two
shnkes,® said Tom.

As vo wero mounting our bioyoles, Pnil Doyle ocalled out

"Tare an' ouns, you're not going like that. Come in
and have something," R

| *¥o havon't til!;e.' satd 8_9@. .

) ?Well; tho blesein'e of God' bo _on"yo’u_a‘_.' called !‘hﬂ.
He| had forgotten all about the Parliamentary Party.

Whon the 1ittle monnta;.n.road brought us to the main

road « the Du:ida’bnon line - ;m’ither of us know whother John
long's house lay ‘to the right or left, VYo saw & young
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ad of about twelve outoide a labouraerts cottage and wo asked

him whare Jolm Purlong lived, He said he did not know,

This was unbelicvable for wo Imow ‘tha house must be only threo

or [four hundred yards away.

"Jzo*"yon know anybody of the name of Purlong around here
agked Sean. | |

*Not around here, There ai'o Furlongs across the other
eide of the mountain In Barntown.” |

¥e mounted our machines and rode off but we had not gon
twonty yards whon the boy hailed us. e dismounted and he

rani up to ‘ns-_

?ﬂ

e -
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"fou wouldn't be Captain S8innott?® he said to Sean.
*Yes, that's who I am," ' ’ |
“Aw, now I know,® sald the lad with a wide grin. “"¥hy

didn't you tell mo who you were, You might be anybody, the
police or anybody. BSure I _knbw where John lives, Why
wouldn't I? 1:&'3 the sacond next house you aome to on the
‘left.r . T |

| We thanked the boy and rode oti..'-’-mn' wo ontersed Furlong'e
'hgggnéd we saw John and his mother in the kitohan; John oame.
to the door and his mother pecred over his shoulder,

"Hello, bayé,* called John. - o

Sean jerked his head, beckoning him,

"1 want a word with_ you, John," he maid, =

"Come on in,® eaild John, "you oan shout out loud Wthm
you have to say here.,® He grinned braadl& and asked: “Are we
going out?" ‘

*We are,” repiled Sean,

"1 thought wo by the look o' yous,® sald John cheerfully.
'His mother felt our olothes.

"dlory bg‘to God,” she said, "the oraturs are drownded,
Take off your wet ¢lothes and dry them at the fire,” Thore
was o blazing fire of furge branches. Tho .0ld woman went ont

"So yous are going out, Thanks be %o God I lived %o soe
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this day." | |
~ This 0ld woman haﬂ thrge sons and all threa of them were

going out to risk their lives or liberty in what had for ages
been a forlorn oause .and her words were "Thanks be to God 1 |
11ved to seo this day." Inmy omn experience in 1816, 1
enéounﬁ,erod hundreds j'of women whose meon, husbands or a0ne,
brothors or -lovqrs."v‘lera snvolved and, with one or two excepe
tions . no woman trded to hold her man b':ick‘f . This s a .
':dlfferent picture from that of the quer‘{gloug. }waepixjig women one
- scos depicted in story stsge and screen versions of the various
Rie:lnge. b 4 tmppoae ther'e 19 ﬁﬁra dramat io anua in the
pleture of the man golm; out aespue the waus of his ador:lng

|
wifo, or swasthaart, .

. ]| Kra, Fm_-lona gave us dry socks, and we dried ourselves
. piegemeal at the roaring fire and ate a hearty breakfaot;
After a while the lads began to drop 4in and one of the fired
was| the boy we had encountered on the road, He proudly
carfled a huge fowling pilece on his ah:mmer. John Furlong
vho  had hea.rd our story about nim, began to ragz hinm,

"S0 you nearly nent the captnin astrgy, Tom."

"Indecd an' I didn't,” eaid the boy, oitting down at the
fire and holding tho gun between his knaes. 1 wao only
gaugin' them, How 444 I know but what thay might be peelers

comin' for you.
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' “An:i vhat are you goiixg to do with that hié mun?* }
*Ah, John,® he protested, "you know well ecnough. Didn't

you promise me that when we were gomg.ont you'd give mei a
oarbine for the for:l.ing ploco. You know well enough you did,*
o "But who told you we wore going out?“

The boy 'a face fell,

"Donts esw you're not going onﬂ"

'And if wo were itgelf, you're too young to come with. ul.
"I'm not, 1'm thirteen,® |

I broko in, “What does your mc:_bthe; sw?"_

_“She sasd I'm big enough to go out with you's. She oRys
surcis if I can't do wthlng olse, then I can bon the spuds
for the fighting men.,® _

. "It's damn few boilad syﬁda wo'l1 get," said John with a
grin, . | -

Pat Furlong. John's brothar. who had cyoled out from town
told) us to J.eava tha boy alone and the boy, Tom Btafforﬂ. ‘showed
his gratitude by standtns up and gravely aalut:lns.

had
| Perhaps 1Lbetter tell the etcry of Tom Stafford'a capture

heres Aftor the Rietng. when wo had surrendered. the pouce
oarried out a very thorouah drtve in the naaghbourhood o!‘ the
_ Thre Rook mountaina, '.Ehey wore oearohl.ng for the arms Whiah
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they believed had been hidden there. During the raid, -Toﬁ
mu}r!’ord was taken outside his méiher‘n houua'by two policemen
and | told he would have to dlviglse the vhereabouts of .the arme,
Tom|said he knew nothing about them. The Sergeant said that
3f e d4d not tell ho would bo chots

A1l H.ght."' eaid Tom, "al;.'oot angy "

"Very good." said the Sergeant. fyou're 1eav1ng me nothing
alaef to do."z He ordsred the (’:onatabla to level his rifle at

Tom *How,” he said, "4f you don't tell me hafore 1 count ten,
it will be‘ too late,” Tom looked towards the window where he
could seo hiv mother. She was kept inside the house by another
policeman, Ho heére‘i her .voice, faintly “Tell them nothing,
Tom.® The Sergeant bogan to count very elowly. He halted

at nine and gaid to Tomi "Well, now is your laet chanca,”

Tom said, “w don't yo;z shoot?" The éergennt motioned to the
Constable to lower his rifle. _ |

“It's no u’sl‘e."" he said,

When the.police had gone away, Tom's mothar took him in |
her arms. She was orying,

®¥era you afraiad thew would. kul ma, mother?®

b § waa." she raplied "but I was more a.fraid you mizht
:t.ell.." '
*Huoh chance of that,® 9844 Tom.
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The moment h; arrived, i’ht ?urlone, got dbusy, He brought
down from the loft pike-heads and shafts, and proceeded to put
the| pikes tugather. He had hammored on the heada of thirty
or forty wh.en he lookad up at me with a grin, .
'Thara's not marw ltv:l.ne; men," he sald. "who cen say they
have struck’ a5, marw blows. :‘or Ireland as I have,®

| A1l that leng dreary raany d@ the boys kept coming in
f'roq: ‘dietricts all over South t?exford. 7 . ne Bannow men had

| : '
ayeled ‘some fifteen mnes 1n the drenching downepour. As goon
as they arrived. they ooneoted carts and horses from the
ne.‘.éhbour:lng farme for the maroh to Enniecorthy. and there wag

only, one case where thero was an unwillingness to give.
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CHAPTER VII

Sean Sinnott.returned to Wexford during the day to make

a survoy of the aituation in the town.. This was because
Lieutenant Myley Redmond had reported.thaﬁfthe”police had -
withdrawn from -the streets, épparently-expecting an attack
from us.+ -Later, Sean sent me wo;d that itvwould=be risky
for the Wexford men to veﬁ?u?e;out before nightfall as they
might be-sur:punded‘hﬁd their guns taken. -

| Duringatne-evening;_the neﬁghbouring boygs and girls
dropped into Furlqng;a‘houae and there was a real old fashioned
hooley. If any of them feared disaster and woe from the
eoang evente, they showed no sign of it. There was the
care-free lightheartedness-one always finde in a dance in the
Irish countryeide, the same good friendly repartee aﬁd even
the |same lugubrious songs. One boy sang an_interminable
ballﬁd,entitled,?The G;anﬂ Diaaql?ing Eiew?,

Ve had set ten o'clock as the gero hour to gtart: for
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" Enniscorthy. 'We had hoped t& be able to take Killurin Police
Bartacks ¢n the way, but wo knew that would be diffioult now as

the element of surprise waa'r@led out. These barracks, as

subsequont ovents showed, wore substantial structures ocapahle
of balng defendod by a fow men against heavy odds, unless they
: vere taken by surpriso, : - ©

Ata quarter. to ten, ve all imalt down -and-Pat Furlong
invoking a blessing on our efforte in the coming struggle for

.the freedonm of our ueuntr&, gave out the rosary., Tho prayers

wore finiohed and we were forming up to march off vhon somcone
- shouted that Mylay Redmond had m;rixma ‘with a despatch, lylay
ran in at -tﬁe oame time and said out loud:
*Goneral 0'Connell has eent an order from Enniocorthy .
‘Don't etir Dublin is ama'uhaa; . The ﬂriﬂah landed a division
of troope in Kingstown yeastordey and the £ight is logt,'?
There wae nothing 1 could do but dimnics ‘the men even had
I wiched %o do btharwiaa, I could oee -that the offect of the
WEISALO WAS dloastrqus[. 4 addx‘oaﬁéd the men saying that the

nove might bo true and it might not} that thqy were $5 return
to their lhomaa and safeguard thoir weapons and maybe I would

be able to aend them a ditferant measaga on the following day.
4 hava never 9oen men more dieconaolata as thay went their

l
Various ways. ,
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3In the moraing, I oycled down the hill inte Wexford and,

as Una hed agaih gone to Enniscorthy, I went to my mother's
house for breakfast, When eho saw me aho nald
| “You're not out_?;“ | |
"lig," o

"Thy not?®
"Wa were oent bwk.
“And your lads in Dublin arse ﬂghttng with tholr backs €0
the |wall,*
How, she had a’lwaar.a' been against my'getflhg mixed up in
tho mnvemant. " Over and over mgnin the hagd :ane!thad againat

ny garuaipatton. "fhere will be nothing for you in 4¢," she
@ said, "but heartbreak and misery. The people you are fighting
for will stand by and see you hanéed or Jalm Look at

ol (G .
Robert Emmet, The people dasarteﬁ him, Rook-at—o'tonmuil,

W.‘ You're not tho sort. ta take thia up

and geﬁ'onﬁ of' it cacy. Giva 4t up 4n t4me,"

4 here she wae now upbra:lding me for. not dodng what God
Enow I was longing %o do. l i '
"¥hat happened?® she aa’k‘ed. .
“There were orders and countereorderss There &a no ene
to give us the order to go out,.* |
| "Iy don't you give the order?®
°1 have no authority.*
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Then sho sald:

*Ga up there to the rocm and knae:l. down 1n t’ront of tha
Bagred !lenrt and you'n got your authorityo .

o asa not tell hor what I meant %0 G0 = %0 get to Bnnise
,nor‘hb.v and aae mt aoum be . donea thore, It was the only plade

. 4n 'ﬂexford! Ihare we now had a ohanoe. Va had three hundred

men /there, I waa amaaé to laarn. from au wa gould hear.
thnt' Duhliﬁ was stin f!ahtlng gallantl.y ann tlmt thore was ne
- elan of eurrender. ' 1 hoard that Una had arrived from Bnnise
cor I _ and 1 wend hom. . To my. eurpruo. General O'Qomeu wag
there, aftor travelling with her from Rnntscorw. O'Gonneu
‘and I had a bttter quarrol and he 1ott. Bubsequently, someone
tom me that he ‘was en hie m to the South atat:lon to talm a
train for Vaterford. I cyoled to the statfon and found him
just|as the train was about to start, I askod him not ‘to try
%o e%on the wmetrord and Kukamw men from Jo tnlmx uo if n

l He eaid he toum havo ne oourt-martla),ed. Ag the

T086,
train was steaming eu‘b. I was threataning to have him courte
mart_mil\ed. 0f course, thts was mutiny, dbut I 4id not see M
. 1ike |that at the time, And, indeed, the aoction of the
lnsml'gents in Dublin might hwe bean oonatrued as mut iny uno.
sud ﬁhe Irdish poople oondonad 11; if auoh 4t WaS ¢

Fram Tony Hulvey -« Mr. AJ. m:weyf aftorwards H.P, for
'l‘:,rrono) « 8 follow reportar who wao in our ounﬂdance. 1 uarned
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that a strong deimhent ofLso‘n_ﬂ:m 15;; on t;;‘?e_lig m from the
cmhgh to Wexford and alse that reinforccments for the Britich
were coming from England via Rogslare to attack Dublin, This

nm]’ made it imperative for me to get to Bnniscorthy. Instead

of being confined %o barracks, as they had baen the previous
dw.‘ the police were now swarming all over the place, I

feared an attempt might be made to arrset me bofore 1 oould
leave towmn, Any attempt to procure a car 1 knew would invite
arrest and to ayole out might L_aajhﬂp the samo result, 1
prepared my usual nows raeport for the "Baho" and,. with Mulvey,

I wént down %o the raillwsy station to send it on the Dudbline
bcw.!'zﬂ mail train, which was t_lgo usual procedure, Having
registered my lettor, I remained chatting with Lulvey and a

fow; other people who were waiting _fo_; the train to depart,
Gonftabl.e Sloan and umiaral oﬁher policenon were on the plqtfom.
1 knew they were @/@@d 1 made a pretence of

not aeainé them, The guard blew his whictle anéd the train

began %o mova._' ‘1t wae already we_l:l.__uniael#sw when I jumped on
the footboard of the train, opened a compartment door and stepped
in, The look of ourprise 6n the faces of the policemen was
somical,

Tho sensational news thay hoard in Wexford next morning

was that Enniscorthy was'Up and, of course, thay attributed the
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e 1

-blame, or the oredit, to me, It belonged morec to Seoumae

Doyle and 8ean Etchingham and their Enniscorthy comrades,

| The moment I arrived in Emniscorthy, I found Shat everye
body was of the opinion that we should como out, orders or no
orde'nra. ‘Seumas Doyle, the Adjutant of the Brigade, told me
- that Etchingham wae in town, He had met him on the bridge,
about to oycle to Dublin to get into the fight. Doyla,
Btchingham, Seumas Rafter and a few more of ue met and deaided
to act at once regarding the nows I had brought of roinforce-
ments for the British from tho @outh, Wo sent two men out %o
take up sections of the railway line so as to prévont any
Britich troop movements from the south, After a couple of
houra'. vord came in that these two ﬁan had been ambushed by the
pau)ce from Oylegate and that, after a gun battle, they had
bean captured, Vo immediately sent out orders to mobilive
the Volunteers., Towards nightfall, Brigade Commandant !&ml
Galligan arrived from Dublin whither he had gono for instruce
tions. Ho had seen James Connolly and the latter told him we
were not to léave Wexford County, but wo wore to prevent, as
: ffar ag we could, any reinforcements for the British paseing
through our territory. Galligan at onoe confirmed our action
in mobilining, The town was oocupied without incident, the
police retiring to their humeh. Bome threc hundred men
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reported ut once for duty and we made the Athenoum our heade

quarters, Soumas Doyle wrote and posted the notice proclaiming
the|Republic, A train arrived from Wexford and we took
possossion of this and hold it under steam ready for the

emgrgonay of our being ordered to Dublin, Wo pooted a notice
ordering in all arms in possesaion of private aitizens and it
\vai surprising to sce tho motlay arrw of weapons which !
rauultsd. Tho country houses whose owvmers were unwilling to
oamply with thie order, were raided by our men and all arms
fmulxd collected, Hsoh@'nelacey undertook to form a volunteer
police force and such was its sucoess that not a 8ingle dipe
orderly incident occurred during the time of our ocoupation.
Wo fssued food tickete to the familios of the men ﬁho wore out
and| ordered the shopkeepm %o honour them, and 1 heard of no
instance in whioh there m w a.buao in this matter, On a
roport that eome of our men were beginning to indulge in
liquor. o closod all the public houses and made it a penal
ottenee for anyone to sell liquorex One offondar was o
masted and haa the keya of his prmiaea gonfisoated, Indeed,
f.hcra was such an abeence of disorder during the whole period
thMli whan, several daye lator, we had agreed to surrender, a
depntatic:’; consisting of the Chairman of the Town Commissioners
andieeveral private oitimens came alonz to us to voice thedr
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a.dulu‘auon and prnisa. . ¥Hr, .Tolm Rochn. whmm castle nﬂ.}omm
the! Athenaeum %6 had oeoupleﬁ. ‘also oame a:.emg %o asgure me
that he had ronnd everyt.hlng in the caetle uudasturbed. I am

dw 111:13 on this heomue after 1 oame out rrom prison, I was
ahown a magaztna artzo:.e written by !lom a'sew. which gave &
'fantautzo and misnhievoun acoount of our depreﬂat:lam.

Wo did nod try to take the Ponne Barraukn, Qur men
fired a fow shots to icolate the _bundme which we hoped would
surrender owing to- 1ao§' of pro.vis ions beforo we should
‘evacuate thé tawn.-; Wa ware anxioua to gat the arms and
ampunition 4t eontained- ' |

On ’i‘huradq,_ Commandant Galligan ocoupied Ferne and the

unding araa;' Tho police vacated this section and wefe
‘concentrating on Arklow, Ve got word that the British forces,
_te;_tha numbor of two thousand, had arrived in Wexford and that
they .had outp‘ost's‘ as far an Fax;z-ygmsg Bridge, threc milecs
'na'éth of the t&m;_ noﬁrnﬂ.e were pouring into our ranks 0
fast that we could hardly handle them, not morely from Ennige
cartl:w. but i‘m praouoan.v every town md village in North
Wexrord. Apart from th:ls. we ware conatanmy .ggetting mssmsa,
‘liko the following from the Parieh Priest at Harshallstown:
"I have two hundred men aesembled in Harshallstown., We have
fifty chot guns and the rost have only pitohforks., We are all
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tewy men you want ua. o o . ,
| owa.ns to m mmuatmaﬂ naﬁure of thé work we wore now

armagea An, tha 1ong: howa ve were on duty mﬂ tha anﬂzmed
. -, @Mtwuy! the straiu wae te:um_ badly ‘on cowe of ug and one
‘of gur lade teﬁnpﬁofa‘rﬂw lo'at Nhic mind, He émden:l.y ﬁ‘:'aw & '
.m on one of hiv cmnpmtons, a ufo-laha :l‘rimnd. Tha.v haﬂ
to dicarm him and send him ‘0B o .Jomoone told mo um his
throats had beon againet me aud not againat tho man he dmm P
'-the ‘mm ene In um smnn hours ef the fallowing mamtna. |
'wuu uznne in tha banamu roon of the Athenmeium emwu m ‘
nade heaﬂqwtera. lntently ﬂaurtng out nomo pm on & mape.
I must have doen ?ary daap in oy wap because 1 mm ne ond
enter Looking .xp suﬁdenlw. say our rmm ﬂham I had had
Mnamed. aﬁnndi.ng a8t tho other and-of tho Ml&iaﬁdq table
‘ qui.etly aeleoung anmnnatian t"cm the pua m tho 'tnb:l.a nna
londing a revqugr, ~ He wag aﬁaring intenuy m me
“Hallo, Samon,* I anid cautiously. (xtm nnt giving hia
corront name, ) .
fie d4dn't Ruevey but continued tu almm bnlefully at m.
Aséming 8 calanogs I aid not feal, 1 ousunlly arene £rom my
omr.;. Aﬂ | dm so, ha pointeﬂ the gun &t me. 3} aﬁraf.ahed- |
my arms, wrataudms to yawn; and then amm -

"That ‘e the wrong smmu:lnn tm.- tha gun. Ea.man.
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b ntartea atrolling tewards h:m aa I apokn. Ho was

‘ 'three yardn off. 1 trted to bo aa caaual as 1 could, though
I notioed the knuokle of His triggar ﬁmer hitening as he
prossed on the tragger. I nontinued tnlksng. sqyina that he
‘wanld break the gun by using tho wrong ammuniblon. "Vhen I
got within reaoh. I put oy hand on the sun and wrestad it from
' + ' The poor felluw collnpaed and began to ory. Ky own
knlea were wobbly enough after that horrible three yﬁrﬂs walk
doﬂn the room. I got a.cqpple of thn lada to bring gaman

I ‘

| A comical idnocident I recall waq in connaction with the.

8

*saparation” women - the namos a;van to the wtveé of the men
‘th were fighting in the British fqrcea and who were getting
a Jqparamion allowance from the British authoritiea;' A

deputation of them came to us and pointed out that o9 the poste -

cffico was oloaed. thay cou&d not got thoir allowaneea. Ve

| deoided that they shoulad got permits for provisiann similar

lto thoaa glven to the familiea of our own men, Shortly afters
wards. 1 ovorheard two of thﬂm talking as - thqy came out of a
provision shop carrying parcels, 3 expest that the allowance
wag more ganeroua than thg had been getting, bacauae one of
them said to the other:

fGlory be to-God, Katie. 1an't this a.grand Government.




oL i 2 a depu&a&lo of t?gee Q
constst:lng of WW%W of tho\}\@/cnw

3 .wit.h a Colonel French, the Offiger comandmg ‘the British

on Frmw il H t IS '\'ﬂ 5-7.._.:.:

am} Br, Buttze;: 309 xnin nt lgoal merahmt.-——w
Lto go to 'ﬁextard for the purpose of discussing terms

(s [‘ﬁem e

: a.uow noth:lm; uf e sort.

et

'I'hey than asked for;rpemits tolemre the tovm and. of course,

| e ttE‘S‘J"

J%ld not refuse thiaj( They roturned on Saturday bearing

- with them a vpecial edition of one of the Wexford papers which

‘coritained, in block typo, an acogunt of Pearse's surrender‘ in

{
© Dubldin, _ ‘aaid had diacussed the

situation with Colonel Prench who was vary anxious to come %o
terms with ue, The dsputation was satisfied that tho tormo
would 'nqt be too BAVOra,.

Wo refused to consider the matter on the érounds that,
firotly, we had no knowledge that Pearse had surrex}dereﬂ. apart
¢ 'om a Towspapar x:'esport and that we ﬁqre -gufficiently |
acquainted 'wath British mothods to know they would stoop %o

such a devico %0 undermine our morale. and, 3eaond1y. wa wore
going to fight it out arwwqy. |

| The dcputation asked me if I was wiliing to take the
rTsponsibiuty of ha.ving tha town of BEnniscorthy ehelled,
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-thllt thoy would ghell the _tom if vie reolaiad‘. . J‘:’ assured
- tham they need have no fear because wo would not defend the
- totm, we would take to thé hilles '
| In sll thie I had eeveral thinge to coneider, One wap
o .@miuino doubt 'qhdut' the Duﬁiin surrender ‘and another was that
‘ even-&f the newo, waa»tme.--ia ‘had ﬁ' grouy ‘which m’e:.-mw Pat
-Keesan. Nat Holbrook, Jack Lacay , Jim claw. etos, Who ‘would
not surrender lightly, u ‘ab ally" o |
When the.deputation witharew, we debated the whole matter
" for a long timo and ﬁnail.y ’e_eoi.déd ‘that we should hold out
for a verbal urdér from Poarse, choi_-danél,y. I wrote a
iotter %0 Colonel Fronch stating that 4f 4% wore true that
.Pe’arge had amendaféﬂ‘ and wag nov a pr’téonér"in the hands of
the British, 1t would be an’'oasy matter for mm to.arrange
tr+t two of our officers shéum gee hiﬁ. .If thia wae agreed -
to, Captain Doyle.and Captain Etchingham wero faw ‘taeso to
nul l4n for ¢thao purpﬁsaa | ﬁné .epiath had a rcal international
tone bcing addreoged from Iriéh Rapubndnn Headquarters
Enniscortlw to COII.onel Frenoh comsanding tho British forcee in
Wdtford.
Here 1 might mention ons of the two ohumterzstica which
' difrerentsated the Eagtor weok Ria:lng from all) previoue
attempts during one hnm_!md_ and tmtw yeara,s Thore was no
dieposition to try to avoild the consequences of defeat, To
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nome of us aid .it'bé'oqr' that we shou'ldr try to escape. In
' " all previous atbempts when our peopla werc boaten they scattered

" ‘and fled the gountxy; in inhm‘r.eaaua*,-'-no doubt, &n the hope of

lying low for tha time being and raenawing the fight later, I
“have tried to find a reason for thie aifferonce and the only
thlng I can ascribe 1t to 19 the neﬁ spirit of indepondence
in|the individual inculcated by the teachings of the Gaellc
League, The other characteristic I might also nention, and
'thad was that we had lajd the ghost of tho informer. In
evory previous rising, the British Goverhament had baeen ‘kapt
well informod, Thic time they were completely hunded.- All
our officars, and many of' the men throughout Ireland, knew of
the impending Hising on ths Thurudaur of tha provious week and
yet Dﬁblm Castle was taken coiapletely by surprice by the
evant, o _ Y

The doputation garried tlie lotter to Vexford and they)
returncd late on Bldt'ﬁréﬂy night. To our @a‘zamant, thay
carried a letter from Coldnel Prench agroeing to our proposal,
thuo dieposing of any doudt we may have had about Pearse'-‘n
surrender, = The latter set a now .;maﬂlina by giving us our
military titles and oven alluding to “Commandant Pearse®, I
hod been hoping thay would not fall &n with our demand and
thus g'ivo"ua tho oxcuse of rotiring to the hille and cone




tinuing the fight as eo many of our mon wanted %o do. There
was now nothing for 4t but to lot Seumas Doyle and Htchinghan
€9 |to Dublin dné thoy set cut straight away for Ferrycarrig
where the British wore to take them overs The deputation had
* that Colonel Fronch had taken 3% for granted wo would not

attpck any Britiah poats while avaiting the return of the two
off cors and we had agreed to thia,
| On Sunday morning I was at my post in the Athenaeum when
Jack Lacey, ono of tho moat active of the militant group in.
Enniscorthy, came in to mo in a state of tha most violent
agtﬁmtton and dashed his cap to tho ground,
. *In the name of God!" ha cried, LIt this what we've beon
work for[‘;he last three yeara? L

“What 'o up?”® 1 asked, '

"Come ‘here,? he said and led the way to the front door,

Therc was @reat commotion in the strest, An ‘open motor
car wae drawn up in front of thoAtlenaeum and an angry orowd '
many Volunteers amenget them, surrounded it, There were
cries of “Pull them out and Aynch tham)® Seated in the car,

which bore a whit ware four persons. One was Father

Owen I(\ehoe, a—pw Oamolin, a._no.r.th_nnmaﬁv_

paviely; the other three wore piain clothee policemen, one of
‘whom eﬁ\'arybody rocognised as a speoial political deteative who

112
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had recently beon. transferrcd from Ehnisﬁorthy. . He had o
yartinularx& bad_repﬁfa&lon¢ ‘A 3% raadhea the door, 1 gaw
'fh§c maﬁ, who wan wh;tezwith foar, make. a éigniflcant'motton.
Hig hand stole towards hia.insade braoastpockets I realised
helwas raabhing for a ravolver and that thore was no tima to..
bo dost, If ho fired nothing could save him and hio comradas.
1 saw Scan Murphy, one of dur.ﬁffioefa, trying to koop baok
thor;rawd. X aﬂdreséed the priest in a loud voiaa,
| “What'e the neaning of thia?® I asked,

uy dgnjt‘kndyp“_fapiied the priest, "I was asked to
agsomnany thaae‘mén to sce you unﬂaf a-flaa of truce.®

1 turned %o Sean Burphy s .

“Arroot these meni™ 1 aald loud enouegh for all %o hear,
¥Plage tham in the guard room anﬂ report to me,”
” Xow thare was noe guard room and Sean knew that as well
as Ia4d, but he bagavcd ag 1f thare%ggsx na beokoned to two
of his mon and they hurrieq the osoupants of tha oar through
$ho deorway and down tha hall, Ie placed them in a dressinge
room at the rear éf the pramises, laft his $wo man on guard |
and rdtuined to ma, |

“!ou dia that wall,' he saiﬂ, "but do you think we cught
%0 keep‘tha pricat down there, He.wnnts 0 apaak to you,"
'%'11 see him aftor a vmile," '

t are you going to do, courtmartial them?*
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"I121 courtuartiad you,"

*Por whate®

“For not disaming them,®

“But they had no arms,”

211 right, we'll ace, DBring them up here,"

In a few moments they all filed into the room, The
priest was about to epeak when 1 silenged him with a quite
Fapoloonic wave of the hand,

*Disarm theoe mon,® I said to Seans

"Hand over 'you'r gune,® aaid Sean,

Two of them sheepishly produced their rewo:l.vera and
handed them over, ‘ -

“What about you?‘ na:d aean to the third,

"I%e no m." ne aa.zld and turned to me, My name is
Barmay h!cGovern. I'm the District Inopector at Arklow, I wag
dix'aml ed to come heore and give you this order from Commandant
?earsl.' |

¢ handed me o paper vhich purported to ba a written
order fraom Poarse tolling us to surrender or diporse. I read
the do?ument and handed it back to him, I gaid (still
Napoloonic) |

"Je arec aware of the contents of this dooument, Twe

of our mon have gone to Dublin to see if it is authentic.
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Meanwhile therc is an srmistice botwaen eur foraan' and those 92‘
the enemy, but 1 4o not think that will provent me from dealiﬁe
wsLh your two men here ao thoy deserva., 1 have no option but
toidotain you all here under guard ponding their trial,®

My Godl"™ sald McGovern, "what fory" .

*For transgreoning the laws of war by coming; in here under
a flaa of truce while Learing armo.®

“Good heavens," gvaild MoGovern, *you don't mean 1t »?

- *You'l) oce,” 1 said, "as eoe_ﬁ* as 1 can convene the
courtmartial I shall have thuﬁ triéd‘ and shot %

Kone of thom pointed out that 1° waa gentancing them before
trial, -Instéaﬂ, Yathor Kehoe saidy N
®gould we go %o Masg, - Ye're all Catﬁouoa,‘
1 agreed’,on tﬁeir all giﬂm 'an'uhdertn.kinﬁs thay would not
try ﬁo escape or communicate with amrone. They had a strong

escort %0 Hass and back to the Athencums The prisst sent a
mesonge 9qying he wanted to see moe, When ho céme in he aoked
me whethor 1 wao atill detormined. to shoot the two poelicemen,
"I replied that I wag,

*There's only one paint I wonld put,“ he onid, “"what good
w0 it do our gause?*® ‘
[then 1 was forced to ghow my hand,

“Tomorrow,” I sald, “if this order of Pearset's is
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L | |
authenticated we shall have to surrender, at least go far as
the officere are concerned, Our men will be left unprotcoted,
- Their lives may be forfeit becausse of the evidonce those two
men will be able to give. I oannot take that chance.!
. "Lt m_é:ﬁpeal: to the D.l. about this," he aaked:'.;
“Phat will do no good,.” ‘
Tet me try." |
"ALL rights® | - .

After a whilo, ‘the D,I. sent word he wanted to speak to

me, |but : ;.at. him wait for two houra. - Th_c»m 1 allowed them to
hem‘q a rumour that the courtmartial was assembling. - I got

a note from the D.l, |

"For God'o aake,‘? it. said,’ '191; me talk.to you."

1 had nim brought in and. the paor man wag desperateh‘ in

earrfat e

®I have never broken my word," he gald, "but I'm not

asking you to take my word, I'm willing to go down on my knees
4 the presence of the priest and ewear that neither of those
mon will give any avidenae diract or indireot or divulge any-
thm\g.of what they have seen herc.® . . |

1 pretended to hold out -land finally I went :_bhrough the
proaess of relenting. ’ |

I gave them an escort out of the town and 1 am glad to
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say| that the D,I's promise was kept, @qtn'mg that 1 aid
déuring the Rtgxna cauced mo as much subscquent . ambarrassment

as did this inocident,  XBarnoy HeGovern, 'tﬁa Diut;int Inspector,
apparently gave a glowing acsount of what he oalled my
magnanimity and,vhen .I returned to Wexford the following year,
policemen I had never known used to otop me in the atreet to
toll me how much they appreciated my action in saving the lives
of Barnay 'ltouovgm‘. and his two men,

Late that _n:.lgm, Seumasz Doyle and PEichingham returned,
Théy had interviewsd Pearso in Arbour Hill Barracks and he had

cmLfiméd tho order. Seumas said Penrse was very grave., He

eaid to him, apparently as onc reason for the surrender,
*They (the Britigh) shot down vomen and childron in the strects,
1 gaw tham do 4t," : |
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CHAPTER VIIX

Owing to Macmeill'e countermand ing order,

the Risinz was conf ined to. two or tnree 1eolated
districts outeide of Bublin. o L

Of course, tnere was nothing'we could now do but

surrender but I tried te get the conditicn that whereae the-
eix officers amenget ue would surrender uneonditionelly for-
themgelves, tne men eheuld be-allowed to go unmoleeted.

The deputetion carried a letter to this effect to Wexford :
and wvhen they returned they eaid this’ condition had been  ~
granted but Colonel French ‘had eaid he could uot gige them a
letter embodying it, and this caueed‘me-to'doubt if it would

be carried out,

ﬁeenwhile, we had a very tough job percuading the

Enni oorthy men to agree te eurrender. They wanted rightly
or wrongly, to fignt it out in the hille. " Finally, we
succeeded in convinoing tnem tnat we had to obey Pearee'a
explfcit order, . } ' o | : -'

It was arranged late ou Sunday night that we were to
assemble at 2 p.m. on the following day for tne formal

surrender, ¥e had got an undertaking that the military and




41

119

not tha polica would take the surrender. ‘ Colonel Pranoh kept

. the letter of hisg nndortaking by taking the surrender himself,

but we wera almost at once handed over to tha police and
marched off to the police barrack. Thore ware six of us,

'--nnmoly. Seumas Doyle. John R, Etohinghanm, Seumag Rafter,
‘Hichael del.acey,. Dtok Klng and myaelf.

Perhapo hore I should refer to the fantastic acoount
0 this affair pnbuahed at the time 1n the *Irish ‘l'inma" and,
later, repeated in overy ook I ‘have seen on the Emlaeortm
Rising, even in Dorothy uacardle‘a um:.al:l.y maticuu\uly
| "whe Irish Repubnc" ang

agourate bool ‘ r
) "It etated thﬂt the British advanoos

om Vexford under cover of an armoured train which had been
ehrietened "Enniscorthy Emily", that the rebele,outfought in

~ the tom, retreated to Vinegar R1ll where they finally

surrendered, The fact was that tha Britieh did not enter
the town until twelve hnurs subsequent to our dcecision to
g:llve up and that we nevar even haard of “Enniacortw mnﬂ.y'
Aftar a short delay wo ware brought to Vexford by road
with a heavy pouoe eaoort. The naows of our coming hnd

evidently got out, for Goorga'a Btroat barracks to which we

‘ ve%re bound was surrounded by a large hootile corowd oompoaed.

. in tho main, of people whoee relatives were righting in the
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ritich foro;’ﬁ. The orowd left Ino doubt in our minds as o
what they wanted done to us, Ef_hrbu.;;h' ‘the window of $he
barracks I could see my mother's houso acrosé—tha street,

hile the Head Constable was searching us, 1 agked the County
lL'\specf.-or if 1 could speak to my mother, = He said I could not

- without the vonsent of the Military }vho‘ware in charge, 1
' left tho matter so, - WO-WQI'-G btough“h out to the cars again

d whisked off to the Military Barracks, - As wo entered, I
was surprised to cee's number of tho Redmondite Volunteers
1_r.~" groen uniforms mingling with the British soldiors, - They
Joined the British in jeering at ue.

Yo were placed in a nﬁrt of blaook house otanding in the
aentre of the barrack equare., Thore was but one room and
someona had thrown a heap of siraw on the flao;:‘,‘ The only
l1ight came from & small window, A policeman with & drawm
revelver stood with hio back to this, Outalde there were
sol‘dl.:era with fixed bque}t's all around our bunding.- Vo
lay|down in the -ai;rp,i and Bfohingham, who was irrepressible,
gtartod to compogs: aeveréi 1limericks about the Redmondite
' Vol\ tecrs we had neen, . In a little whilae, Sean Qdhnott
msT:ut in with ue; ho had been arrested that morning. I
fel:L\ fast asleep., Home time aftorwards I was awakened, . It

was pitch dark but someone came in with a bicycle lamp and
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$n| 4182 1light we oaw gleaming mugzs of tea and a basket of
br--?aa and butter, |
- "Hello, Mr, Brennan, how are you doing? Take gome of

tea and bread and butter,®.

1t was Sergeant Collopy, & police officer who had no

reason to love me, - I had mény'timos rafused to speak tc him

ang
afﬂi
head

#

“Tho

I partioularly dlsliked nim becansa of his supposed
ciousnces, fo was now here to heap goale of fire on my

I had to fight to @at thisg stuff in to you,” he eald,
s¢ fellows would 9tarve ynu if they could,®
I thanked him and took the proviesions, ¥e all found we

werp very hungry. . The sergeant, kneeling on one knee, leaned

i
over to meo,

“but

"Whisper,” he said, "I shouldn't tell you this, They're

oo to courtmartial you and shoot you in the morning,.” .
"Thanks, Sergeant,” I said.,' ¥hat timo is 1s9%
“It's midnight," ho said, and added: ~ "You're taking it
'3 very easy." ' , i
{ "What way can I i;axge 149® 1 asked, "but thanks for the
news all the same," o o

*Pather Mark. Byrno tried to ‘get in to soe you," he 9aid.
thay wouldn't let nim.®
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"But snrely," 1 snid. "thqv'll have to lot us have a
priost anyway berora they ohoot u-.

"Hake sure you msiet on thnt, e’ai‘d the sergeant.
¥hen he had gorie I began to dofe agains I realised

~ only now that I had been ten days ‘pra.otioauy without sleep.
| Stxddenly the Goor ofeﬁ'ed and therg ente_x_-fd)two erderlice

= carrying a small ta’bié‘f n'éhr;:lx_-‘. somo éanﬁles, pens, ink and

péﬁer. Whon they had ughted the candles and placed the
pans. eto o in the correct pcsitions. they mada way for a
procession conaisting of the Resident Hagistrate, the Distriot
Inspector of the Constabulary and a couple of military
ofr'icers, one of 'dhn, an :I.mperﬂhant young fellow, conducted
mlpiooeedinss. ' |

Yy name was called, I raised myself on my olbow in the
straw but did not got up. - The officer read a document from
whiach 1¢ appaarad I was charged with waging ‘war againat Hia
Brtﬂtanic Haj eety'e foroea. ﬂth oonsp:lri.ng with the onony 4n
time of war, with creating diasffeouon amongat His Brittania
lla,julaty's ioyal subjoott. and 80 on, and 8o on. The officer
~asked if 1 had wthing to etv and I réplied that I had not.
Seumas noy:l.e wao canod nut and there was & like result,
Then they called Btohingham's name, lte,_too. wag charged

with waging war on His Brittanic Majeety's forces, with
I | | | :
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izmmap,iriué with the eneny, crenting diocaffeotion and rebellion,
etc, Had he anything ‘to say ?

Btahinghan raised his hoad.
_ "ls ihere any ronson,” ha asked, ®why you would not let
us out under tho ¥iret Offenders! Act?"’ |
- The rcat of ithe procesdings lost tioir gravity so far ap
wo |wero concarndd, while the -ooaﬂ'”:_;eemﬁ' wers and more irate.
Ao [thay laeft, the young officer blew up.
You owinol® he orded, "I'd like to tale you all oud
right now aad finish you off,® _ '
We folt ho would have done 4%, too, if Le had the authority
and the strange thing is that this young officer was, according
Yo 'éeumas Deyle, three years later fighting in the ranks of
the 1.R.A. in Dublin against the Britieh forces.
1 vas dazlnglagnzn*whaxvx‘ Iheard Ztchinghiam, wha aftor all,
, shéul,d hiave bae:-: a9 pleepy ae 1 wag, launching into a apeach._
aﬁd:;'esaed to the selitary policcman whao, presunsbtly, was still

with us, though we could no longer vee nim beczuse of the
darinons. Et:‘:hiixghnﬁ dwelt on tho fect that tho war was
be:fg fought in the intorests ¢f emall nations: It was the
policeman'e duty te dofend small nations, #r, Asquith had
caid vo. Why, therefore, did not the policoman gb. up to
Ennfagorthy to défend the omall nation we had proolsimed free.
He should do hie m;ty.
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King sﬁoke Upae .

"For God's sake, Patgy, will you shut up and let us go
aslecp," | | '

"I can't," said Btohingham, "and you should not be trying
to sleoap whan Shero's a dead man in here with us,f‘

*Wno's the dead man?” o .

*That policeman is dead,”

*Honseneo, " said King. . ;

"0h, he's dead all right,” said Btchinglm; 21%o besn
talking to him r;u- tho bast part of two hours and no 1iving man
could etand that without énmrlng back, 1It's a terrible
pity. Think of his poor 014 mother wondering whare's hor
vauqﬁrlns boy tonight and she not knowing that hets aftor
ayi‘ng in an ould stable in Wexford Darracks, and that he's

not evea lying down but standing up azainet a wall stiff and
otark + * ' ‘
"He's not dead,® eald King,

“Oh, ha's dead ai.l right,* said Etohingham,

*All right,” eaié King, "I'll £ind out whether he is or

nott « and he began to move in the straw, wheroupon, to show
he ‘T“ not dead, the policeman began to gshuffle hiam foet on
the |[conorete floor,

® 8 & % ® 5 0 8 & s 6 e o8
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Somebody punched me $nto wakefulnecas, Thore was a grey
1ight of down coming through the little window, Somo of
the fellows were on their feed. .

fdot ﬁp,' sald Seumas Doyle.
. "What's up?® I'asked, "are they going to shoot us?®
*1 don't know,* said Seumas, "they're taking us out
anyhow, " ' (

Tho door opened and ve could tee a file of soldiers with
rifless An officer beokoned to us to come along. Nothing
nore tex"rs-fy#na than handouffs, however, awnited us whon we
emerged, We were mﬁrched down to the South Station surrounded

vy
Oharge. A$ soon as the train started he removed our hande=

a squad of polioe, | O'Han._ the Dietrict Iizepaotor. wag in

cuffs and told us wo wero bound for Waterford jail, He was
a ﬁipt, dooent mlnn and he 444 nn;l x;e;sph hie praesant job one
bit., Hio wife wav a pe:"nnal rr:len& of Hadame Harkiovidz's

Hadame had appearo& in pome dranatic praductions organised
in Wexford by the D,I. Vhen wa arrived within the portals
of Waterford jall, Rﬁchinghm nald up the procaedings by
formally propoeing a vote of thankg to the De,I. for his
courtagy and klndnau._ Aftor a few ﬂamhwant sentences, he
turned gravely to ﬁe and asked mo %o sesond the votes, Before
I could reply, Seumas Doyle blurted out angrilys
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o "Leok here, Fatay - yéu"re going tooj ra':_* yith thﬁ ploy -
gcrttns.' | | | |
7It's too bag,” said mgghingham, "I'm alwaye being
misnnderutood. . L | , L

| - O'Hara shook handn with, us, as if ho were seeing ue for
the last time, Ha ‘had aanfmad to me his fear that we would
not esbama the firing equad, .
.Ws all cnned Btehingham “Patay® beoausc for years he |
had bean writing a oolumn in the *Bcho" after the style of
"txr. Dooxqv" called "Patey Patrick" na hagd bean a jockey

. 4n hia youngzer doys and aﬁorwarﬂu had bacoxne a very ahlo
3o1arna;.ut. Yor years I raad evory line he wrote in his }
_"anrw"ﬁotas” and hig "Patey Patriock® column, Ile had the
ée:a} Jarzrnauag's flare for turning everything he saw and

. rhwd into interesting reading matter., One day in Eunts- .
corthy at a football match I gaid something about Dicgenet.
Heo lasked me who nioganes had been and I told him all I knew
about the 0l4 phuoeophar. The following issue of the "Eeho"
cozltained a long Meaertation by Patay Patrick on nsoganes
and the latter's opinlona on the current Iriah political
situation, mohingham wag one of the beat gports wruarn i.n
Ireland and, notﬂthetand:lng hta poor health, t.ho Men‘b and

variety of hlu acuvtt:lna were mazang. He vaa a member of
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almost every Jocal cm&_ﬂ; a'nd hoe seemed %0 revel in being
the central figure in-' all tho squabbles vﬁiqh are s feature .
of such eouncils, He hnd hundreds.of friends all over the

‘Gounty and; 1ndem!, all over Ireland, but he had ﬂ.ao many

h ttar anemtas nnrticnla:rly in hia native Goreys He 444 not
t:y to ‘placate thm; ri.ndeadi he otung them into fury with .-
h&‘s biting ‘aarom,nna bei—aternul‘ raillery and he n;\[\fi; all
sorupulous about his methods of attack. Onoe, during a
h | tgd'aébsﬁe :ln the Goray Distrigt. Council, Etchingham rose
up anid said he could afford to igmore the attacks made on
hin by & mon Who had ‘ot his poor 0ld fasher die in tha poors
56, ' That was adout the mrst taunt any Irishman eould
throw at another, Half a dozen members had attaaked
Btchinghan oﬁ a quevtion on which, for onoce, right seemed f.o be
on their side, ' Hone of them knew who wags the one Btohinghanm
rat\arx_;m'l o and there ensued an embarrassed silenge during
which Htchingham got away with the point he had baen making.
Afterwards, 1 asked him which of tham had let his father die
in the Union, . .
*I don't know if any of them did,® replied Patay, "but I
was in a tight’ comer ‘and 1 had to get out of 1t,”
SBeumas Doyle: aald 40 me Y never eould make out whether
Paﬁ& was in oarnest or not about the fight unt$l I met him
on b bﬂdga' of Enniscorthy with a biayocla, e wag- going

to oyole to Dublin to get into the £ight there, as it seemed
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"ziuthmg was getna to be dono in Wexford."
| !here a:.'o a hnndrea 9tories abeut Btehingham's ready wtt
ané abouﬁ the mtachuvnm pranks he Med on friend and foe
a:tﬁke but fev raaund nu gw ught-hasr%edneu goncealed a
apu'st atruns a9 steo:l.. Hts health nwer waﬂ geod but no one
avlar imard nim comyl.aln.' In Dartmcor Jau he nearly diad ci‘
at‘maﬂm bacauso ha eould not ent the coarsa food auppuad

but, agu&n, ha dld not aonpla:ln. Instead, he compuged funny

soL.gs about the twu ouncaa ot margerina he was allowed and
About obher :hta on the mamn.n In yenn m'sd appearanoe he . '
vns onnaiderably oldor tha.n the raut of us ‘but he was far more
you'bhful in splr!t than any of - usey Only in tha 1aat Taw
moutha vefore he daled afd I notice a chango and thon Patasy was
& broken man, It ms olm that the meuﬂon of Lim
Mollows « they wara dmrotad to eaoh other « had emashed him
zmd ha talked of mthtng dge. But sn hour before he d;ad ’
Seumne Doyle sallod to see him, Patay knew ho wao dying t;ut
he contrivad to_ﬁmke o Joke qnﬁ of. tho faot that he was dying
of the same ;duiemua which had killed President 'ﬁilson. : "It ‘o
apparently an honour reaervaa only ﬁr the most diatinau:lahed
men,® ho saide '

In Waterferd Jau we wore drawn up in line and subj acted
%0 t.he nogt ri&icul.mn modlcal examination 1 hava ever heara
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“ of, - Without 'd'tvoating"ﬁa of a single garment, an 'aged
dooter with a flat felt hat, whih ha u& not'mnava. sk ipped
literany from one of us ta tho other 9tabbtng a stethoncope

o to eur cheah.

"I8te only a genius can do things liko that,* sald
 delacey, "m ‘¢octor could examine you the other way .
The warder who reglstoreﬂ our nemea, a{'os, vaights, otc.,

wan inquisitive about our arms.

*pga ye gave them up?* he asﬁea'.‘a

Ve 'ware bolng wory and lied tnat we did, |

*That's a n;léé t‘a’looay‘how d'ye d0," ho saids “Now the
English can come ever and conscript the whole God damn 10%
of up,* o _ - , |

The fifat timo we were allowed out for exercise wo had
anple évidenco %mﬁ-tha:p'romis.e we had got"thaﬁb our men would
be umolested, had been broken, We saw filing out into the
ezereisc ground practically evaery able-bodied man in Ennise
00rtly and many who ware not ablo.bodied, Next day, the
original six of ua y‘are' takail out’ and. hnnﬂcut'fadg ¥a wore
told| we wére being removed but worc not informed of our dostis
nation, | a | _
‘ "'rhe Engueh seen to ba very fond of handouffs,* said
Etoh!usm to the mder Who was fastening his. *Why d4dn't
they (tell ue 80 that we could have brqushta our own along."
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, % "Z‘hat'a rtght.'f uld Semn. "\m had plonty of t:lme in
| Enniscorthy waittng for them to come and take na. ‘when we
| oould have’ walked aw. |

"Our hanm was our hnndenfra thm,‘* gaid Seumas ‘Rafter

. Wiﬁh a grm. _

we thought we were to go alone but aoon we naw that alu.
tha othar priucmers were being brought along too. The train

' journay was'a 1ong drawviy_out. affair and we roalised we were

bounn for Dubun' Wa utopped at nearly every atation to

tnke on more. priaoners. There uere onl.y priaonnrn and

.“ua d:lera on. the train. It smad that the Journqv wonm

nwer end bnﬁ, at last. aomaono naid we were at ngabr.tdge.
It/ was pitch dark when we a:l.lghted. Yo were lined up
botwosn two ﬂ}es of soldiors with rifles and fixed bwonets; ’
all very grim, 'An Eng].!.sh vo!né ba'fro‘m samewhere

Bt £ thm.'e'c any attampt at eeoapa. shoot at once, let
them havo. ua" , o _

We ehuffled off through dark and gioqm}; stroeta, Tha
soldiers' nerves were on edge for ;I'heﬁﬁrer' ong of us- .
ao?menf.any 'att_ambla_; or bumped into éu_xe of thﬁn, thgy curaed
gavagely and threntenad' to use the bayonet, The English
vollqa repaaﬁed ite warning from time to 'tima. We a1l hoped
no -6na wouid; tx:y to esbape; Yo could sce nothxnﬂ but the
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am outune of hig,h wa.u.s and hundzaaa. &ha a.tr vas full

Q{'
ot

aj.oom and there vas a ameu of amoka fram the oharred ruine

the e:lty. F!nally, wa ware }mltaﬂ and a graaﬁ gate swung

open, Ve entered a barmok aquare umuh we uoon iearned was

wi

shmond, Ve were herded into varioua oundimm and served
th ratione of tea and hard biscutta an wa entered. " Jur

[ .n._-

bund:lng was a 1arga azngla chamber. 115 ms 'the first chance

we

had of talk:lng to tix;) nnnzacomw nan vie had left behind,

1earned from thcm that as soon |9’ wa were 1n custody, the’

polioa a.nd mi:utary raidad praouoally emary housa in the town

and made wholeaa:.a nrrenta. : Irwan, pha manager af the "Eoho®,

amd Seara. tho edltor, told me tha.t everybndy employed on
the "Echo" had been t.aken, s.ncludm@ tho commercial eotaff,

the reportara and printore and. oven the mesveNIara 1t
geemed %0 be a bad joke tha.t the military had also served on

the proprtetoré a notioce suspending publication of the paper

&

efinitely. It was naarljr a-year'befare'publ:lcmion of

the paper was rasuméd. Ve alept' on the flovy that night and

s00n diaeovared that the plaee was crawling with lice.

Heoxt dgy, some mora prteoneru came in and all of thom

were known %o aomcone with the exceptton of oue man, He
knew ne one and no one knew him. Ele. seamed 11l at ocase.

Then someoneo noticad thnt his boote _wera‘ naw:l& poliched and .
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pcinted out that he conld not- huve 'been i.n the 'fifght. The

whiaper wcmt around that ‘he wn.a a ep}'o Whanever he joined
a group, the men quiatly movaﬁ nwzw. i’ 'rna poor fellow sat

" gown by hinself, leoking very aelf-conscloua. I thought it

l

‘unfalr and joined nm. . ¢ told him who 3 waa. - Ha brightened,

. 7% krow about you," ho sald, - "‘msr-n_mne iz Joo ﬂbonw."
‘Thara’wm“a Joal Moonw,“ I sald, w0 cbntemt‘eﬁ a aeat

in tho nublm Corporation in the Sinn Tein Mtereetp.

"Yan," he gald, "I'm the culprit.

*Then yuu know Grifi‘ith?“

“snre 1 do and Dan rﬁccartrw and Sea.n Memot and all

o

the boys.

"Whan the surrendor oame I nanaged to get nway and X
we;n'!*. Tomae and clmned up- Then an.-0ld oue vamo along and
gaid tho Br.tti.sh aoldiera had heen firad on from ny ‘house in
Koath Strect,. 8¢ they took me."

1 told him the others had taken him for a spye

"o ,® ho aaid, and after a pé.waa_. “1 suppose its natural

eﬁomgh. i nevér, 'met anyone _her'a before but 11‘ amr of the
Dublin fellowe wore here, yéu'd aee.* | ,

| 1 vouched for Joe and we bacage great fricnde, ' Two,
yeara later v:hén it wan practically Mpaﬁaibxe_to get supplies
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of jpetrol which we badly naodﬁ: for tranﬁportation in ﬁhﬂ
~ elections all over Ireland, Joe managed to supply ail our

neeig,

Bomoone pasged mme & much read oopy of a Pudlin

ev:ming newspaper in which thore wag ‘an official British
ﬁnnmmeanam to the effeat that Pearse, MacDonogh and Tom
czarko had .been executed the previous mornins, Ve all
waladeraa ‘at this. for one of the soldiers had told ue that
doisens had been shot, Some new prisonars oume in and they
nad o list of oixteen of the loaders who they said had already
been executed. Soan HMadlermot's name was on the lict and
80/ we wore agreeably surprisdd to £ind aim atill very much
alive a couple of days later; The orszinal six of um had
boen traneferred from one room $0 another and, finally, we
wore put into a large room which was very crowiod, There
were aéma Dublin men, including Gearedd O 'Sullivan, Barney
Mellows end Sean HacDermot, I told Sean I had been praying
for the reposc _of his eoul, .

"It won't do a bit of hamm,® he said with hie old gay
laugh, "I'l1l probably need thoue PrRYOTs LOMOXrow,"

It wasn't aurpris'mg to £ind that Sean was the most
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popular man in :f.he ﬁom. I_ie *had ‘a wey with nim® and he had
en charmed the guardse ln_to. allowing ni_.m.to‘- ge to the cantean
%¢ buy stuff for ue. From the Dublin men wa learned ﬁha'l'; ‘
't' e oourtmartial was sitting every day and that two or t;i:rn
exocutione were taking place every marnings Sean went oud
Ito zo to the cantoen, He,“ﬂ not come baok and, from the vAnao’
ﬂnd&u, we eaw him limping acress the barrack equare with an
esoort, They were bound for the building where the courtne
martial ;‘5&% oittings- On the staps of this bullding there
vas & g:eua-g? men, anongst wm 1 recognisod Harry Boland
and Jaok shct;zdico'._, * They wore a.fa_ittng trial,
At midday, two soldiere oarried & huge bucket of soup
into the roam: A powerfully built Sergeant Major supere
tn",ended ‘the operation, ‘I recognisved him at once as Tommy
Gorman, a Wexfordman who, in' my. ohildhood dgys; had been a
remplendent figure in the gorgoous uniform of’ the Br-ttiqh
Lﬁn\,nara. . nise people lived in the stresd whore 1 wae boi'na-
1 told nim who I was and he recnlled tho names of some of hie
old| time nsighbours, He was very good-humoured abput it |
and; at the same time, vary condascending towards me. I
was| olear that he did not want to discuse praesont .dqy politice,
Lator that dsy from the windows wo saw A large number of
prisoners voing 1ined up in the barrack square; They were,
someone oaid, bound for a concentration casmp in Bngland,
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Somie -éf our ¥éxford comrados were there and they waved goodbye
t e a8 thqy were marched off, ‘BaFney Hellows tou me that

atm ‘bateh had been sent of £ the day before and that Sean
Itacnemot had been amonget those iined up,.. .;uaﬁ vofore

"thoy were marched off, howover, two of the G, men walked
'a:.‘m':g the 1ine and took MacDermot out,

To our surprise, Sean omme back 0 us in the evoning.
‘!ha trxal, it geemed, hod bean only a preliminary hearing for
the taktng down of wmenna. . The courtmartial was te come
1abor, : : -

| Soatp amd I _lay side by side that night after itghtn-out.
He [told me the whole story as to why and how tho plans for
the iand&ng of the‘ ;n"'niu from Gemany had gono wronz. The
stury is enbetnnuul.v a.a it appeam in Dovothy lncardle's
book “The Irish lionubuo' Once nio atory was interrupted,
Bomrone had switohed on & 1ight in the room,  Immediately a
noodught from the barrack equare was tmed on ue and a
vazoe oried "Put out that light}®

sm said quietly: "Pus out the light and lie down

‘averybody.® The order was obayed, There was a confused

‘ml ering in the room, Hean's votoe wad tengs as he said}
"Quiett They ‘re onxy looktng for a ohance 40 naseaore
y'e. Go to sleep everybodyq' He whigpored in my ear: “We
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must aave all the men we cﬁn to cairy ons"

oYou think théere's a chance for you; Sean?®

"ot an o'érth:i,y »¥ he oald, i'x‘ Know I'm-godng.”

He was not at all bitter about MacNeill, ‘*We all did
'thé best we could,” he said and these were almost the sane
. worde MagNeill himeelf used when speaking to me of Pearse
and HaclDermot a y‘éﬁr Jllat‘,er in Lewes Jail. . '

*You're satisfied, Sean?” |

"I am,® ho said serenély. "we put up a éx;aa.t fight., The
lade were grand, We have .avi:akened‘ the 0ld aps;rita Youtal -
see,” | . .

Ae I was silent, he sald:

"I mean I hepe you will, You're thinking you may not be k-
here to see it.® - ' S

*Yeu." | L

"You're reconciled?” I

| "8ure I am,.®

"1 can see that,” he said, - "It'e a great life, Bob,.*

They took him away' from ues in the morning. He shook
handg with us all, o . |

"1'%e given away all my souvenirs,” he said to me, "I've
only L penny left." He scratched his initials on the penny
_ and-gave 1t to me. They later found it seoreted in my’
clothas and configeated it.
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. CHAPTSR_IX

General Maxwell had a %1t d%g in Arbour Hi%;
Barracks 'to receive tne bodies of 150 men.he intend
t0 execute, After fourteen of the rebel leader
had besen exgcuted on various dates between M May Srd and .

M 12¢h, the executions ceased owing to the indiznation

aroused in Ireland, England and eageciallx the Ugitgg

States.,

!

Next morning, tne gix of ug ‘were brought over for our

‘praliminary hearing. To my aurprise, the examining officer

was a barrister whom 1 had met frequently at uexfard Quarter-
Sessions. He waa a friend of Charlie Wyse Power.- I aaked
nim how cnarlie was. A long time afterwards, Cnarlie told
me tnat my 1nnocant query nearly cost him hia liberty, 1f-
not his life, The police officare from Wexford gave theoir

evidence and 4t appeared -that the only real evidence against

'us consisted .of my letters to Colonel French.

Next day came the courtmartial. Outside the .building
we encnuntered 3everal oi the police witnesses, [They were
anxioua to be friendly. I utilisced the eervices of dne‘of

them to send .a letter to my ﬁother. | The péor'man uéed this

' fact afterwards‘when-tha tide had turned, to prove he had been

in our confidence all along.  While we wefe wailting, an

English .soldier had a talk with Seumas Doyle. 1 overheard
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3man refwazng nim uomething
"!ma.f- aoea he mt?" I anked. |
“ﬂe'a a cathonc ". aatd 8mmas, "and he mta n:ur rosary
beads as a nouvwir. . ‘
"Uhy don't yau glve 1t to n.im?" .
| ay maw tmnt- M. mysalf.“ nasd ﬂeumaa. o ‘
’Yon'n never wa.nt 1’6 half as vad as };a dosn. aaid
mens.ngnmn. | ‘;‘-.‘; B ' |
.| The Engliah somier joined in the laua:h.
| *You may net. beliove 1.1'. chum.“ he amid. "but 1 have &
great deal of ranpeet for you feners.
‘ "Your heart is a.n the right plaea." nald Ra.fter, "oud
your rifle 1sn"b. |
s After a. J.ong wait ua ura nanered up a coup:&e of fnahta |
of tnlm and along & nnrrow pnauaga. Here, I cncountered
tne second Wexfordman in the sritish forces, He was gtande
ing at a door w:lth a rifle and fixed hayonet and hao glowered

at us, . Hi3 name was Hartin and he came from Brme Btrmt.

*Hello, Hartin,” I oaid ohearfully. *how are they &ll in
Bride étreet?* |

His roply was unprintable and when ﬁtahingham gently
rep'xl-wed him, he threatened to uso his bnwonét., e wag the
speéial orderly on tho door of the courtmartial chambor.
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? -At length wo verc ushered into the presence, Three very
weighty, not to say, boefy men; resplendent in uniforme.and
dee?mtiom ?resided. in a room 80 saan.l that the six of us
erolirdad tho floor-space. A precise gentl.unan. alse in
unlform. who stood at the sido of the bénoh, road the olmme
“waging war on His Uajosty‘s fomeu, eto.,0t0," He then
rtad the avidence which had boen taken down the prev:leun dny.
 { aon't know what I had expected, but the dmeanour of
thoge men surpricecd me, They apparently took their pomt.‘;on
ver}- 'serioualy, which was not %o bo'-wbndareﬂ* at‘oonsidazl'.tng-
.' they were napoalng death penalties d&v after day, dbut there
wae sn air of rtght.eousnes- about thom which was astonishing.
Haw |copld there be rightecusncss vhoen there was no right? .-
The aam‘a thought wae &n Socumas Doylo's ix_ead._ ite whiepered to
me, wonderingly: "Theso fellaws aotuaua‘r_ bolieve they're |
riéhﬁ,!’ | | .o | ' .
y replieé: "Whatrth'ay necd i3 a ao'ursa in Iriah nistory."
*That would be o long way round,” zaid Seumas, "and it's
a bit late now," o
¥eanvhile, ﬁhoy vore a maéh.ine whtoh could only kill or
rafrain from k;l-lﬁ:s.
Hy thoughts 'lmnﬂefed.
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I see a broken body on the gmund

Thé English gune have silenced ?mﬁraig Pearae
With haavy tread the uwoldiors march away
Thes.r work is dono. . A poot now lies doad..

Ho longer will thaoy see him in the ¥est
Around the little cadbing of the poor
Hor will he walk again in Kilmashogue
ar aau in Bealadangm by the sea..

But far and near bayond those granite walls .
His song 19 stirring in the peoople's heurte.

‘The people whom he loved have heard his song.

The paat's words are ria:lng %o their 1ips.

The Judge. Advocate ﬂniahed roadtng t.he evidence anﬁ

cd had we anything ta aw. Hc_n s wa had nnthing to aay..
"Like YWolfe Tone," murmured Soumaw, "wec have no wish to
ay the court..f' '

The rreai.dang officer said: "We ha;va heard the cliérgoi
the evidence and tke sentence will be promulgated in due

course,?

Yo wore about to file out when tﬁo Judge Advocate

addresced mes

nad

"At the preliminary haaring,"” he said, “you stated there

been several people arrasted in Enniscorthy who vere not
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connected with the uprising. I &= ingt&uete& by the court
to (say that an officer will wait on you and ask you to write
 dosm the nemeg of aneh_peoplei" Th@ir eaaanrwlll ba specially

ooualdereﬂ-
¥Wo filed out anﬁ 1mmediatexy bagan to debate whathur wo

ohould give guch a llat 8r nots T@a_idem of complaining
nb?gt tha waalenﬁle urraaté had originated with Soumas Doyle
and Hishasl Baxaéay who thoughit we might be able te got the '
clder men ralaaae&; as well as people like lrwin and Gears who
could aet the "Hsho® going Bgéin.' 'ﬁéw ve wore in a fix, 1f

we wrote eown any namnes at all. we ware thoreby impligating in
| traasnndhle aotivities all the othera. " Howaver, when the
ap;ainted offieur anme around we gavo Aim half & dozen namos
gné.nddeﬁ that hare wore hunﬂrcds of othere whe wnre unknown
'to ue und who eonaequently eould nat have taken any part,
| qﬁ.ﬂgrﬁ linad up wibh.many ather prisonera in a TORGWHY |
‘leading to tho @ist in front i1 a wioden hut whanos an 6fficer

came froﬁ tine to ttmo'with slips of paper. The nmaes of six
|
of us wera calleﬂ and wa took our placag at the head of the

file. The<aritish aargeant, who 1nd1@&&ed our placos, said to
mo, not unkindlye

" MYou know what this moangv?

*1 nave a fair idea,” 1 replied.
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*You're for £, he said, .

S0 1t saeome,®

You're a dbally game lot,” ho eaid, without enthusiaen,
| King eatd: "What the hell do thay expeocd ue to do »
etart roaring and dbawling?®

| An escort formed up baside us and we wers marehed out -
into the stroot\. Little groups of people gathered hers and

thore, gazed at us curiously as we walked tho few hundred
yards to Knmainhm'"a’au. ' Oppoaith the Jan' gate a dallad
singer in front of a publ.ic hous¢ was ginging "It's a Long
Vay! to Tipperary.® , .

°“You naver said a truer ‘woi'é'."'aa'id Iiatay,

Kilmainham was the gloomiost Jni-:l. evar built, To make

it glglooia‘ter, they had moral mottoes ineoribedl ower the ‘
intorior archways «. "Ceaseo t0.do0 avil; learn to do well®, etas,
We were each put in a separate ¢ell) in whieh £Mre wan‘ ne
furniture of any kind save a stinking bucket in ona corner,

1 belgan to take off my clothas with the idea of txwlm to rid
my|a|:|.f of the vermin 1 had pioked up in Richmond barraoks-

1 atuppeﬂ wvhen I heard o ouek and saw an gye at tho spyhole
in the door, A voioe onid:

“Are you from Wexfora?®

ﬂ: m..
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“Wait there a minute.“ sam t.ha voioe. _As if 1 could

do anything elso but va:lt thorea,

The door Opened aftar & few minutes and a weather-benten

tn the Brltteh unifum entored, He was vory grave and

sacned premntwely aged, His rogiment was the Royal Irish,

f¥hat's your name?* he asked: I told him,.
"Ara you a son of Bob Bronnan?® o
1 am,® | ;
"Did you ever hear of Antharﬁr baylé, tﬁ@ lime burner?*
| "Yos .' he lives juat outeide the town naar Driﬁn&h-"
;I ‘“m t‘l son of his,"

' Thore was an awkward pauge, The poor fellow was terribly

- agitated, I thought: *This 1 the third Woxfordman in

Britich uniform I've mat here,.”

Aaqt

*This is terriblo,” he said, "You know yﬁéfa you are?®
"1 gan guens,” ) o

°These are the condemned cells,®

"1 thought that,® o

"You're not takin' 1t hard,®

"What's the use?® |

“Maybe thay won't go on with 115 ® he aaid. "They say
aith 4ag going to stop the exeeutiona.

*Do you know George Holbrook?® I asked.
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*Sure I do. weu. It's oﬂ.en he gave me a ahnve.

’“nan't you. think ho's a phuoaopher?' '

“Hets certainly comioal folla," "

“¥all, Ocorge says you mlght as wali die of a Tuesday as
a Venesday.® o -

91 dunno about that,” o n

He .atepped‘hmouals to the qQor' and peaped out into tne
» Turning he said: . | -

1 thought 1 heard m of thm prownng mmd.

"Who?" ,

"Wan of thaoee n{ngush bastards., 1s thore ‘anything I can
for you?t® - '

I asked him if I could have & bath. .He said 1t was

fmpoweidble,.

"Could you get me a bucket of water and a towel, We all

picked up s lov of lice in Richnmond barracks.*

. %I'11 oee rhat 1 can do."

He locked the door and went off, in five minutes heo was

back with a bucket of wntar and a greuy towel ,

a

"it'a tna b?Pt : { oould do," he said, "1'11 ba back."

He locked the dohr sgain and I stripped naked and waohed
well as I could, , | |

¥hen Doyle came back, I asked him if he would gat mne some
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P per and envalopas. 1 lmd a penou..

"1l nae.‘ he salﬁ, *1 have to be camrul baennsa these
B :uah have cyes averywhera. If I don't come back before 1
go‘ uff duty. you'll underatma. . | |
He d!.d eoma baok, however, and he Imd ssveral sheats or
‘vaper and a few anvolopes for mo,. .
"Don'b vrite ang tonight,"® hé said, “beonuaa thay *11 be

mtohtw,z youu : Wrzta your letteru in tho maming vefore the

guard comse on at 0ix o'olook. Ir X oﬁn manaae it, 11}
posd your 1ettern t‘or you,* B |

I knew the riek he was running and I thm:ked him,
“That's a11 right,® he smld. "y w:lsh to tod 1 could do
. more for you,*

e wsnt off and I pnt in some timo getting rid of at

" least the more eanapiouom of the vermin, ' 'rhen 1 lay down

on the ﬂoor and eleyt soundly. Dwught was breaking when I
woke. 1 oat up lmadiately and started to write ny ut.f.axa.

I was in the middle of a 1etter te ny mother uhen 1 haard a
movement 'in the hall nomsta:lre‘ rhors were sounds of men
marching and doora openlng. ' I t!wught a new batoh of pridoners
" had " rived nnd 1 wont on with ny letter. - A. Tfow minutos
later, 1 realised that amnathi_ns mq.ra :sinis;bar wag afoots The
marching men wera now 1h the ;nrd outeide my cell. Suddenly
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there came a queer oilence. I could see nothing begause

the cell wiﬁdow,ima too high ﬁn@, in any 'oase;. the vents in it

'wera pointed ekywards, I heard the click of the rifle bolts

as tho ocartridges mrc uhot into plaoe. " Another silence, nnd
tllxen a loud volley, o

After o pause, I went on writing my letter. I told my
mbther that I had just heard the vollay which iu;.:.ea Sean
EL&Demot and 1 pméd that the Lord might have meroy on his
soul. Haybe, 1 said, we should be praying not for him, but
to him, I heard the eonfnaaé noise of man moving off the
gLound outslde and voieae low and mdxstimt. I went on to

den.l ‘with tha anbjact about wh.‘sah 1 had hean writ.mfg to iy

mpther. -.-I_a_f.oppeﬂ._ The noise: .tn theo hall ~damqtairs wos

| - : ‘ ‘
repeated, . Thie time, I walted, tense, I followed tho movee

monte of the mem out of the hall and into the yém outaide,
ain, there'vma the cliok of the rifiés, the awful pauss, and

then the vonw. Thia time 1t was a raggw. elokening volley.

I|went on with wlletter. | |

‘v?han the door opened aﬁoﬂly after a# 6‘91#@1:. Doyle

eppeared, He seened bo be out of breafhh; Ho opened hise

mouth onoe er twica to apeak. and ﬁnen sald:

BAre you all right?* |

"Sure 1 am ¥
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- "Somebody. told me there had bean exeeuti‘o'na this morning.

I.don't sleep in the prison, They were pulling my leg, 1
auppoaé o ' - .

"There, were two exeautiona." I said,  ©3 think one of
* them wag Sean: Iiae]}emot " : |

He atepped to’ the dosr and .‘moked down 1nto the hall,

"!‘ee.’.“ he .said, "his cell door is open.  How aid you
Xnow if was him?® . | | S

"I Jusf. gueasea "

«

; I aid not tell him how I‘knew it was Sean. I knew as
wel:l. aa if I hed bveen there vitn him. Oné. moment he ‘was
alive and the naxt he vag dead,. and yet h felt no break 4in -
our companionsnip. We werae still together. Beam_m;.s no
bfeak s it was @ annt:lnuanea 1n mother phase.
But I wae troubled to know who haa been the aeaand. 1
asked Anthony Doyle to find out,

"It may be de Valera or Tom Ashe,” I said,
' 1111 mee," he said. He turned at the door and said
with a wry smile, | |
°1'm glavd it wasn't y’ou.“'
He was gone fo?é 8 good while, When' ize came baok, he

said: "It was a man who wasn't in the prison at all. James

Connolly.  He was in a hogpital somewhere, Thay carried




him in here on a stretcher.”

That day we were shifted downstairs to the cells tho dead

men had occupied. I was only a 1ittle while there, when a sol-

disr opened the cell door and entered. He had spotted my
black pigekin leoggings and ho wanted them. He was a tall um

heavily built Saxon, a privato.

“Come on, take them off"he sald.
Hr;;hy ?I' .

"I want tham, that's all. You'll have no use for them

tonorrow,"

if

1 did not care whethor he got the leggings or nol and
he had asked civilly for then, I protably would have given

thgm to him. NHow I was deterained he should not have thnm.«

°I'm esorrey 1 canit give thom to yowu," I said.
“Yhy noty»
"1 promlved them to the Sergeant Hajor.®

Thie was a long shot. I did not even know thore was a

dergeant lajor. The Saxon's face fell.

"Oh," he said, "wan he in here?*

He backaed out without another word.
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later, when noyie slipped in to sgse e, 1 told him of
the incident. o ’ .
“That felin;“ ho said, is a dirty bastard, ia'e robbing

. 311 the 9riaonara.
"Itd 1iko to lat you have the 1agginga." 1 saia, "1 ‘va

nothing olse to g.‘.ve away.
| He bmmeﬁ the mattar aside, .
" 'm notl-thinking of that,” he ,sai.d:,. *I'm thinking of you
11 the timo. | -';Ifoan't'.slee'pta; wink, 1 wish to God you were
out| of 1'6. | C - | | |
_ i‘he poar man woe terribly upset. | It seaned to me he
was viaibly growing oldor, |
"Look here,® I said, "those others died woll, d‘sﬁn*t‘
thoy?" | ‘ ’
"Gure, they 4id, Iven these Gamn English say thoy never
saw mon die a0 game,® -

"Well, we must all go nome*bima. and len't it a fine wgy,

to e;o when you are .'m a mood to go out and faco denth chogre
fully, when you ore reconciled, and not afraid,”

| ex wigh to God you ware out of it;" ho said sedly. Ko
took my lotters, clnncaalad them in hia clothes, and went off.

A oouple of days passed and thore were no exocutions,

'i‘haﬁ'. one day 1 realioed suddénly that I was very hungry. 1
concluded it must de paet dinner time., Ag breakfast

|
-|
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[}
,

,'uo'n[uiated only. of a pint di‘ tca and eight ounses of "braad.

we ‘walaomed dinner, such as 1t was, at mwday. 1 rang oy
'beu but nothi.ng happenae. - 1 rang asatn. anﬁ aaain. M‘
last a voice anwered me through tne ﬂoor. ' '

| wmat.'a up wtth you?“

“Uhat ume is it9¢ I aakeé. o
“V!hat the he:l.:l. :ls that to you‘i”.
"#hat about dinnery®

"~ ?3hut up ,* aa.m the apeaker. - He went on to tall ma

what he wuuld do to me if I aidn't kaep quiet. The convere
sation must have been heard by the other lade. for all at
onoe they besan t'.o ring their baun ' but ag nothing happened,
| we grevw tired and tha ¢lamour diaﬂ dam. ‘ Ln‘«‘ar. I heard
somoeone ahnutifna i% wae four o'closk and this faod seemed to
1norl*eaae my hungere. I folt 'famished. 1 heard the doarira
be:ulug -unlcaked and when mina was ‘capened‘ Aﬁthﬁw Doyle was
gtanding there, his faca white as ona:u:. o
*The officer .‘m here wtth the lmtencas,“ ho aaid.
"What about ny, dinner?“ 1 asked.
"Did you hear whnt 1 said? ﬁron aré gosng up %o hoar

yuuq sontenoe,?

4

"1 oan only think of how hungry 1 am." I aaid.
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fle shook hie hé_ad as 3.;’ %0 "nmr I was hopoloss, .

We were marched into the huge 447 halls . There must .
have beon forty or fifty of us, -1 was i‘i-_;_-st. 4in the line,

A dapper little of’fiaer., 1aol§£na -very -mﬁqrﬁant, staepped

forward and glanced at tho papers in hie hand, He enlled
my | n&ic.e | | |

“Here,® 1 naid, Yo read a documont, It appaared'that

I had been charged with vwaging war, oto., ete,, that the

onm’ tmartial had found mne guilty and sontenced mos to death
and that the gunaral ofﬂaor eammanding had reviswad the
aviiaaenne and the vordiocd and had confimed the . sentanoe. | e
then pasoed on to _deLaoqy._ A similar aent,anga. The eane
for Doyle, King, Rafter and Etahtnghama The nexfe man got
nfe imprisonment ,and. tho nemt .tan yearu. and so ons

1 £in@ 1t hard to desoribe my feelings at that mement.
! hag not been withﬁut hope that we would enoape the death
penal ty, particule.rly during the pams few cdaye when there had
boen no executions. Thus, the aentenoo vAs heavier than it
would have been a wgek earlier,y I Xnew, howevar. and this
gave me arent .Jay,'that I was not-. afram and that I would
walk out to maat death as eaeilv aa the others had done. .

Then ocsme the antl-cumax. The ntqm officor roturned
to me and resd another document to the a'ffect that the




162

g'ent’ijl"ai officer c.om:n'm:ding héd baen pleﬁncd to comzute ny
- aan‘bance to fivo yearaipeﬁal aervitude. ne want on to.
éeLacay 90 aa.v tha aame t-him. I mot al ﬂhnak. I had not
,van ed to dia, not ‘oy any meema, but I had becn geraved up

- to a high pif.ch. 1 felt as o man wonm who having been

| rellevcd of an mmezma huraen. had 1t plaoe.d on hia shoulders
" n.gain. . ' w
| Ebohingham mada soma Jake and 1 dutifully cmiled, but 1
‘was gtill a bit dazed when I got baok to my cell doors
Anthony Boyl.e was there, h.’m z'aac bright wﬁ.th ;]oy.

"'I'm glad.“_ ho aaid, "1 ‘m terribly (,la.d. That five .
_yea.re is not.hing. ilorg,“ ha gald, and pushed a Ms loaf into
mny lixa_nds.. 1 t.olq him I could not oat and asked him %o give
14 to the other fcllows, but hé looked o hurt that I broke
off e piece, ' it vas an hour aftorwarde thas I rmambarm
Etohtngham‘a Jal.e. o

"Phat- doath sentence,” Iw/sgid,“nzﬁ'eﬁ our lives,*

tie meant that 4f the Lnglish had had the eense to exaecute
no ("n'e but to kick us all out, our pout'leal'apponenta wum
havle ri@iaﬁled ug qu deathe

1
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OHAPTER x ‘. ' . ' L. . Lgh,e
Prime .Miniater Asguilth stat@g that the oid
machine of Government 3in Ireland” nhad. broken dgwn,
The time had come fOr & new. departure. '
The British Ambassador. in Waghiggtog reported that
Brita n _could not count on American help or sympathy.
e tude. towarda E and has been ed %

‘ . . he
 worese by recent events in Ireland. o

L

Next morning we. léft that horrible place and were taken
to uountjoy Jail, where we were treated to the luxury of a
:warm bath and clean clothee, even though they were prison
clﬁtpes. After the squalor of Kilmainham, the cell I was

put intp'sgehed beautiful, Thé oﬁly reading mdﬁter, however,

wag %he pible. (The English, ‘said Etéhingham are alwaye
1eaving biblea 1ying around for their enemiee to trip over
them.) I was glad when ﬁhe door opened and a oheerful, if
anaemioc warder came in, He lert the door ajar and took the
only stool leaving me standing. _
"How are you feeling?" he asked,
*Fine." .
'"You'ré glad tnay didn't ahoot you?"

“Sure 1 am.,

“They're finiahed with their ahooting,“ ne gaid, with a

grin. "You've put the fear of God into them. They're going
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to glve Ireland Home Rule now.

"Matn?"
'Asatn." ha laughed, "Asqu:lth salﬂ uo ln tho Honae of

; cofimona lést_ night. Thay ‘re gaing 0 put 1t in foree abt onco.
I have to laugh.”
And ho dia,

o gav- me mora news. The men who had-been sent to

L)

conoentrauon aenps :ln England the uxgnt heforo had been
mrrounded by cheering orowds on the Dublin qws. The
aeyortees had oried out such. things as “3tand rast by the
Rapnbue* e "etre comlng back to fight aeain.'f and ao on,
alld the omwa want wild, |

*Think out somethlng go0d to 8ay,* he counseued ne,

‘ "mmethlna good to shout out., The papers wm pr;nt it,"
He got up to %0, -

“Heme Rule tomorrow! ‘'Clare to Gedl I have to laugh,®
He laughed again as he went out. -

| #y noxt visitor was not go pleasant, though he should

have been more ®o, being a pricst. He, too, took my stool.
{(Thece must be mountjoy manners, 1 thought,) a‘a_ discoursed
airily on f-he mts;uy of our fight, Ve were dresmere and
vieionaries, not wise enough to.bo ae dangarnnn as we would

liks to be. The Sritish had shown wisdom in not exeouting




mo*’mo!’us. . A:

fAn they had evory right to dol" 1 eam.

"ah, no, I'm not eay ing thaﬁ. :

“But 1 am." I aam. “Burely ir they hm‘a a right to be
hero, they have. every right to groteat thair power here by

ehooting those who wonld undemua it,%

He waved the po.fmt n.-;e_a disdaining to arzue with ﬁ:e. —&-

e Y-t R 3H RN A% 5 - n
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We wore allowed out for exerocise next day in o spacious

yard where thero were more than one hundred prisoners marchhg




186

'“é;unn and ronnﬂ, singla rlle, in eirolec. Ve éam'-ény 0ld

" friends there, Vo were not suppoaed t0 talk and every now
nnﬂ than o rohuat uarder yelled out to remind ue of the faet,
But we talkaﬂ all the same, 1 waa nehamz Harry Boland and
ha heard my ncoonnt of Ennluoortuv and he told me of the Dublin
flghx. Laﬁer. rom Ashe dropped in behind me and 1 got &
thralling acoount of tha ftght at Aahhaurne. 1 recalled
1Jter that both Tom and Harry pointed out to mo a‘mnroue

" looking mnn, narlous for hts yaars. with extraordinaxy long
legs and a head anat wae umall for hig large rrama. It was
d¢ Valera, | |

+

Del.acay devisad B rough and reaﬁy wuy wo oouln sommunicate
. 5
mae a code to be tapped out on the hot yater pipe which ran

with each other dhale we were locked in separata golls,

the 1enzth of the cells, Une tap wase for A, twvo for B, and
80 on, B, however, was a eotroke and'avery fifth letter was .
a% zdditional atréka. Thus, tﬁa letter D, was four taps,
while ¥ waukfb;x strokas an& three téga. . megoniaaé it
aJd practised it sll one afternocon, ‘  |

i Una eome to see mo the following day. Vo had our intere
viow in‘the aama‘onge,in whioh che and 1 had geen her brother
aiyear eailiar. " She was learning the path to the jails.
B

fore the troublee were over, she might have beon a guide to
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1

. nearly all thaljnth iﬁ.trelénd. .: Bhe brought mo & greas

|  daLi of neﬁa sbout the 6ltuatioﬁ 1n ﬁﬁniecorthy and Yexford
-: segoralxy. snd 1 wae anxioua to pass 4t on to delaoqy and the
othru as soon as posaible. so the momant I got back to

tha eell, 1 starteé tapping out a meesasa to deLaoey. 1%
ltook me hnif an hour to tap ont.
| i ?I had a vzait from Una.®

l Ths reply taok naarly aa 1onst
“Who is Una?"

Evidently dcLlacqy's code had passed into other handse,
1 dropped tho codae.

%

There wore a dogen of uﬁ,an the boat joumey to Englana.

a long choppy orossing, followed by a éaamtngxy interminable
train trip. One timo in ths darkneas of a fogay ntght.va 3
were halted at a stadion., e had boen warned o koop the
blinds drown. Tom Ache lifted a corner of the blind and a
polioam;n lovked in, - Tom aoé.graat satisfaction from the
-feck'thnt.hhe ﬁolicemah-saiés

*Is Bircannach mise,"

'biek‘ﬁqyaéx nad little pa%ienoe with.tom'n roady

§(  Dr. Richard llayes afterwards f£ilm ceneor, direotor of the

-Abboy Theatre and author of "The last French Invosion® and
other historical worke,
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enthnotasma. o 4‘

‘“!,oan't goa much oonaolatson from that,® he said,

They both.howavar, got great anuscment recalling & line
‘fna recent Abbay play. '

LS 4 AL unpatriatic to say wa were bet.®

Both of tnem had got life aanteneas but thqy wero not ”

wérrled. We all took 4t for granted we would be released
tegéth&r; | Adhe hnd D graater atore of Irish songs than
.nninne ) § haﬁ-met up to that time, 1 was delightod.to find
I|had two airs he 4id not know, He memorised them. He ‘told
‘ug mﬁny stbriea of his oxperionces in America, whither he

had gono a few years earlier to collecot money for the Gaelie
League. Amongst them the following: | |

On tho rirat day he arrived, he was adviced to call on

e wealthy Irish-@me;ic§n who might bo good for a big sube
acrtptién. " He Q@é.ﬁdrﬁeg he uoﬂld have to use all his

| blandishments in order to succeed, He got an appeintment and
found his vay to @ hotel which was as high as tne oliffs of
Hohar. As he entareﬂ the lsft. he: bugan to whistle goftly
1n order %o tnna himself up for the coming intorview, As
they wera passing the thira floor, tha 1iftboy, without
gu;ning round, said:

 "That's not right,”
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¥ | |
- "What ‘o not r!sh't'é'-aaﬁéd rum'.". :
3% 4 tmt!s'm-'hatilé Red Lark"; ‘you're trying to

whiatle, it's no’t- right.* '
. "Why not?* ,
*17ho thtxe aed Lark? goow uke this," and the 1lifte
bo;y whiutlml X} bar or two.
"You're wrong," sale 'rom. *If 1 don't know the 'Little
Red Lark' 1%11 awim back to Irelund.
“Then you'll owinm,®

“aybe,” aald Tonm, "i.t';n the 'Pogay Dew' you'ra thinke
ing of," - ' T

| "Ho, 1¢'¢ not, The 'Foggy Dew! @ea like thia-," and
he vhiistled another bar. , |

"That's one vera:lon of 11: ." sald ‘rum.. | "That's the one

soma people sing 'ﬂm Ja.cket'a Groen' ta. Listom to this
ono,? and Tom gave a oouple of bars, | ‘
"That's not 'The Yoggy Dew'® said the boy, "that's
'Aa 1 roved nnt’ "

By this time, the nﬁ had gone right up to the top of

"~ the building and out :lnto a’ 11t_t1.o box on the roof. They

could soe out haofore then tna beautiful stretchoes of New
York jlarbour, but neither of them took.any notice of tho view.
They comparod notos and had argunonts on "The Wind that
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Bhakea the' Barlay“ “5pnilpin a Buin' *fhe Return from

Pingal", and many othor Irish airg, Half an hour passed and
Tom suddenly remembered. his appointment,

‘ ®Glory be to God," he said, *1'm ruined, Thera's a man
on the tonth floor waitina’foi me for tho past half hour,”

“That ' natpins;“ eald the boy, "think of all the poople

whb are walting for ﬁa oh .the .ground floor.," '
‘Wali. lét's go down," said Tom. |
“If dtts all‘the game to you.iwe can go on talking.," said
the boy, “your friend will have given you up 'and 1'1l be
saéked anyway .

'"You wont't % suld Tome
l “Bu#e. 1 will, Listen to that buszer. It's geing
likxe that forfthe”laat-hnlf'huur.” T
| \'F?d& feally mean you'll be aaoké&?°am
L-"x wish I was ap suve of Heaven," -V.”
"1 tell.you what,” euid Tom. "I 'm soing 40 see mr, Blank
and he' a.baen atqytng.in the hotel a longz time,.®

"Ag long as I ramamber.

"Woll, if he said a word for you?“'
"It might help-
lThqy went down to. lir, Blank and found him in o good

humohr. He was 20 delighted by the story Tom told him that
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he not only gave him a big cheque but he wont himself to see
the mansger about the 1iftboy. The manager had fully made
up his mind to sack the boy, Instoad, he complimented him
oln his skill in entartaining the visitor, He even took nim
out of the 1ift and gave him a job at the Reception Dask,
w‘here. a8 he said, ho would have to koep his feet on the
ground,

One of the .soldiers in our escort, w»ith a sonse of
b-Lmour. gsve ue an Bnglish weokly magazine or tho cover of
which wae o oartoon showing Asquith diebracted over a §igeav
puzzle, The pussle wae the map of Ireland in pleces,
Tinally, we urtvedlin Plymouth, .whero wo wore loaded

$nto lorries. On dumpy hm seats we wore whirled through a -

' pleasant iooaea ocountry and then into a high desolate rogion
] . :
of gray rooks and furse and moorlands, Having reaé many of

Bden Philpott's ’booko. i recognised the Devon Tors, Ve
lelmcd %0 be on top of the world, but aleo we seacmed to be
climbtng all the tima., Dalacey 9aid we would have built g
cathedral up there instead of a pricon,

| - ¥hen 4t seemed we would never got to our destination,
we |suddenly rounded a corner, drove through a little streot
a.ndll ent_erea’the gloomy portals ¢f Dartmoor Prison, I had
reed desoriptions of the place in many novels and dotective
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istories, dut nonc.of them yns_a‘bi&»;ika_tpe roal thing.
That may have been beosuse we wore housed in an old wing

.which hadé not been ooccupied for several docades, Ve were
Ltnad up in a vast, dim hall where there wers :1;ghte of
black iron mteps leading up.to galleries five gtoéiee high.
Pacing um, not two feot away, was a line of wardgra,atarlﬁg
.-ab nsiin grim silence, oach.of themlggying a baton swinging
by a leather thong from the right wiaﬁt, | 1 remember wonder~

wﬁether thay were selected for their noses, for it soemed
%o me they had the diggest noses I-hag ever scen., After a
vaory curnory‘aﬁamination by the dootor, we were marchsd.ta
the bathroom and told to undress, this being the preliminary
to a moot rovelting persomal search, . Then we had a bath
and were given illefitting qonvict oioﬁnen, after which we
were measured, waléhed, finger-prihtad and photographed,
We wore placed in separate cells., I had’@eg;éd to be a
poreon and had become conviet Ho. Q.103, as. the eloth badge
on my ogp and right cleeve indicated, |

Hearing counds of marahmg_}:sé:i in the yard, I olimbed
pn\my atool and looked out through ths window, There was
& score of convicts marching around in a cirole in oingle
£1le, while several warders watched them, with.batone
twinsinl- I thought the conviots were the most villainous
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. 1ot of men imaginable., - 1 aid not r_enllg,e $i11 some days

later that thoy were some of our own comrades who had arrived
earlior, The prison haircut, the unchaven china nnd the

‘eonvict garb, had changed them into the most oriminalelooking

types. My survey was intorrupted by a voice hissing through
the door
“Get down off thaf» atool "

1 got down and, since there was nothing else to do, 1

‘patmd the floor « five short steps to and fro, to and fro. '

1 failed to warnm my faot, 80 I took off my shoes and, pretend.
ing 1 had & akipptng'r_opa, I began to skip.. .:flt was my firot
ak:ipplns e::terctsa in several years, but befora I left that
prieon 1 had become adept in.a dozen different skipping steps
mﬁ 1 could go on indefinitely without becoming winded. Oy
fest became warm.and 1 wae putting on my shoes again when I

‘heard the cheerful volce of Harry Boland Just outaide my cell.

He was replying to a warder who was giving nim orders regarde
mg the polishing of the afael rail of tﬁo ataircase, As

he started polishing, Harry began to a,ina': '

"It was a long time before the Shamrock’)
The green isle's loved emblem

Vaz orushed beneath the-weight
0f the 3axon lion's paw."

e

-

A shooked voice said: “3ilencol®
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'tht'e upl® aakea Hnr:y.
'You're not 9uppoued to szns here.
“That's funny,' said Harry, °1n Ireland ¥o encourage a

rellow to sina. Ha workes batter when ha's atnging.

“Wall, you ean't sing hara.

*Oh, all rlght o said Harry. A rew minutes latar he

beann to uhistle. bue thie wag otoppad also,

"You.muat keep salenee hore,® aaid the wnrder.

0f courso, nargy know this very well but he aekeﬂ the

wardoer why.

_”Why what?“

¥hy mymt we koop sllenca?“
"Hecause it's the rule.

"But why is it the rule?” -
"Wsll ,becauss it'e the rule.” )

“Well ,it'c a rottan rule,” aald Harry,; "and someonac

hould tell the uovernor, or whnever is raaponaibla for it,*
"fou must stop talking,” aaid the warder,

"Couldn't I seo the Governor about ite®

The warder began to aet oroes,

"1 told you to atnp talking .

see the Governor?®

164

"Well, ain't a rellqw supposed to have any rights? Can't
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"fou cen put down your nane to seoc the Covornor tamorrow

mognln&.

ton

0h, that's gooﬂ.' aaid Harry. 9thanks,*

1 oouldn!t see tham, of course, but 1 knew Harry was

amiling his disarming smile.

“But.if I wers you,“ qald the warder in a more amiable
0, "I wouldn't sec him about that rule.®

“Yhy not?® ' | o

"He can't altor it. These orders are made by the

Prisons Doard,® . | N

“on, I sce.” After_a'pauue.'“ﬂut couldn't I sce them?"
o _ ff_. : . |
Sy noty“ o _

"Becsuse nobody can see them,”

And do thoy éver seQ ust®

"That'll do. Shut up.e”

“It'a funny.? sald Harry, “thnb a bunch of people who

"

!
|

er come hore oan -"

“That '11 do, 1 think you*va done enouah cleaning. Come

along,.*”

"But I'e only juet started.”
Yo matter. Go back to your oell.

"Oh, all right.“ said Harry, “1r that's the way it ia."
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As he was geing back to hie cell, I heard hinm say ing1
"Phere's no spirit of co.operation arcund here.”

The aame_'wardér ,'ca.ma in to my oell a few minutes later.

Hg showed ..mo how' ta fold the bedcloth'ea{\ +Ona had to fold
elach of the two sheate, b-lankef and quilt three-fold and

hiuxg then na’a{ly_qv’er the bedboard leaning egainst the wall.

At dinner recews, oné had to undo the whole thing and roll
them all into a n-aat cylinder which was then placed at an
angle on a high corner shelf. Also,he told me %o keep my
tlins polished; and the ashphalt floor was to be kept shining.
Lal{:er; ho eame in .agaix;, with .aucklng, needle and thread and
inetructed me hovw to make sandbags. I was glad to have somes
thing to do andil— managed to turn out my quota.

Vo were kept in close confinement for a month and then we
were all assembled on the floor of one wing, zeated on stoole,
thrae feet apart, ‘and’ we worked at sandbage, mallbage and
1ight harness straps. It was da#dly monotonous, four hours
in| the morning, four hours in the afternoon. Any attempt at

' communicating one with anothor was quickly suppressed. Anyone

- - cought talking was brought before the Governor and sentenced

to Inot less thsn three days in solitary confinement on bread
and'i water, Some of tho lads were sent down there and thoy

came back looking as if they had seen a 'gha'st. Two of the
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alway 1uﬂo waru paruuularzy unrortunata. The;y .haa Just

arrived .in tha prinon and aia not know the rapan. They were

© oonly ‘@ onuple of houra in their caolle, which ad,jeined each

other, when t.hey notioaﬂ maryming ‘was var:,r qumt 1u the

‘hall. It wao the adlent hour,. wmch succaeda the oserving of

the midday maal. when all the pr\is_nnere are locked in, The
newcomers did not know 'fhera-waa'éa warder in the hall, moving
about on padded soles, Bo one of thom 'If:uelt down a% the
door of his cell and said through the ventilation slit whiah
slanted downvards:

“Hello, Jimmy, are you there?® | |

1 am, Tommy,” replied Jimmy fromthe cté'xer call..

“Jow aré you?®

of oouraa. 'rommy had Just left Jlmm;y a eaupla of hours -
before ond he did ma need %o enquire for hts health. He
merely crnved for some compan:lonshtp.

"It well," said Jlmnw, *how are you?t"®

“I'm all righﬁ." gaid Tomm;y. "have you any nm?'

Thie quaet:lon waa, of enurae. aqually unnecessnyy because

' fommy Jnew &ll the news Jimmy hod anyway. The warder intere

Yened at thie aﬁage_. He hammered on both doors, told them

" to shut up: and reporﬁed them: Theay wént %0 'tha aa.rk cells -

triree days. . |
o Ands (ﬁw Comit” ractl ‘FZWC\»‘L(&.&W

for
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CHAPTER XI . _
By mi14-1916 it was clear that Germany would win
the war if America did not intervene.,  To molli

American opinion; Lloyd George offered Redmond immediate

Home Rule, . The scheme wag angriiy reﬂected.hx_
Redmond's followers becauge it.involvedjggrtitioga'

After a while we were transferred, dﬁring working nhours,

ﬁo a largé workshop. - lt, also, nad not been in use fdr“h*
long time. It had been built from shipa timbers for rrenoh
prisoners in ‘the time of the. Napoleonic wars, A great
portion of the low.roof 'was glaes and wnen the hot weather
came, ' as 1t_did very soon, .the heat in the‘place was stifliing..
Here,.inste;d of stools} we sat‘on backless benches, making
bags. There were .over gixty of us there, with threeé or. four
warders pacihg-up:and dbwn, swinging their eternal batons..

We were iittle more than a montn in the place when we had
our first excitement. One evaniﬁg, after we had been locked
in our cells, I heard the sound of marching men in the yard,

I quickly climbed on’ my stool and was aurprised to gee a
small group of prisoneravbeing marched in, amongst them Boin
acﬂeill, Sean monntee, Austin atack and Con Collins, In.

epite of the silence rule, news always got about and next

P
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morning there was an air of uuppreasa& oxoitement, Ve were
lined up in the dark oentral hall for inepection, standing in
dead silence, with the gr'lm waraeré facing us, Down thé fron
stairs in the middle of the hall came a small body of men, the
ﬂr:st being Boin MacNeill, We were all consojous that the

"prt' onors had mixod feolinge about him, as he had prevented

the Risfng from boing what it :i:iaht have beon. To 'mr nNAZe -
mon%, de Valera stepped out from our ranks and faced us, His
voice rang oub: |

*Irish Volunteers! Attention! Eyes lefti®

The command « a salute to HacNeill « was obayed with
military precielon,

| "Byes front1®. Agnin the command vas obeyed and

de \ﬁ:.a’n stopped dack into the ranke, leavinz us a:.; 8 bit
dased by his amazing ohivalry and courage. This n%mk
muf.ilw. ona of tho two offences invelving oniporu punishuent ,

Dq-v'uara wae mnioheﬂ off to the separate celles, We did not

know what was going to happen to nim. As 1% turned out,

nothing did, except that he was rnt:i.rned to us in the aftere
noor[x. The Govemor had ﬁaely decidaed that harsh measures
wauld not mond mattern. ,

¥e had been a few woaeke in the workchap whon one éw
Principal Warder Thomas Stone called me aside and askaed me if
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asailtlng the instructor in ‘
I thought I comld ﬂn the job of/outting the materials for

the bage, 1 realised 1 owaéd the offer to ae:{.aany. who, by
p;ajring up to the vanity of the Principal Waréer s had succeeded
in gaining his confidence so far that he had been placed in

_eharge of the storea, It wae delacey who supplied us with

needles and served out our numbered aciusws. This he did
with an air of o_ancentration and arnvlty which decesved no
bna but the wardbra. He contrived, a% the same time, to
oonvey such uurayo of news as he managad to pick upe. Ho when
I was callied on % :baka a special Job,,, I know deLaoew was -
bening it and I Feadily ogreed, 1t meant that instead of
sitting for four hours at a sbretoh on a hard bench, 1 could
stand at a countlzr'and move abous. The instruotor, an
energetic little officer with a brisk manner, showed mc how to
cud '(I;ﬁé materid, It was pulled taut alonz the counter to

the z;'etiuired meagurement and then slit with a knife inserted.
in a [steel groove, It was easy, dut the instructor worked me
nearly to exhaustion during the firgt oouple of deye. Ya
mrlce!d in almost complete silence, On the third day, as I
vorked, I hoard a voice sayt

*¥hich 4s MmoNeill?"*

I was wo startled that 1 otopped working and looked up.
The instructor said sharply: '
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. *Now then! What's the matter with you? - Get on with

¢ Your \!ork .

¥hen I 444 so, he shispered,. keoping his face averted

from met | . | |

| "Now don't loock up thie ume. .Juot tell me, which §s -
Haoneul. ‘ : | : |

. oo 'i 1 worked aw and as I did I located HacNeill. Then |

) opea.ktng vithout moving my lips - as we all learned to deo

by e , thls very qutck:Lv = I told nim that MacNeill was the second

maln from the left in the third benoh forward, .'L'ha inqtruotor

1ooked . at nm, | : .' e

= o1 "Ha vaa« aaatnst tho Rialng. wasn't he?"®

U771 erted up at once. 1 they mted infornation, thqr
.- would have to look for it eua'herov’m
"1 don't know," I eaid.

o

' . \ "!'ou're be_ing»'oautions.._, said the inetructor and I k'néw

9

. ‘\\'

he was emiling to himself., °I don't blame you." After a
long pause, he satda *Did you know Jamea Connolly?™
"I did." | - |
} 'rhén the officer surpraseé me; when without pausing for
a moment in hig work ang, apparent].y. without paying any
att?nt.‘.on to me. he aaidz
"I epoke on the same platform with Connolly in Balford.

Cy

e wns a great man,.”
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He spoke with avident conviction, but 1 was still on ny

guard, until de told mo that hia 'peop'l:e .camo from. Ireland a

lang 'way bmﬁk. that ho had a great love for Ireland and that
thoy had tried to keop him out of our workshop beocause ho wae

y a'?athoitc. He 'asked me 4f the Chaplain passaed on the Irish

papers he was receiving for us, - . -

. "No,* I oaid, "] didn't know he got any papers for us,"” ”
"Ho doee, Ho gats two or ‘three Irish newspapers overy
morning and thay are intended for you fallows."

- 1 said that 1f he could get hold of the papers, read them
and toll mo ‘whnt-w:is in them, it would be a great help., He
mqertoak to do :sc-a;. but it was long afterwards I loarned that
he had failed to get the papere from the pricat and that he
had himeelf cubgoribed for - them --throﬁgh sondon, Thareafter,
we were kopt informed of the day's news from Ireland and as,
up ]lt-o that Mme_. wo had been completely cut off, this was a
sre!at boon, Bvary day our friend would give Q@La sunmary
‘of &he'newn.: -2 would then go up to deldcay's desk with a
n;l.alta on which I had an account of the number oi‘ bage cut,

1 diotated the figures to deLacdy and though there was a warder

~standing only a few_feat away, I managed 'to convey the news

at tlhe game tima. DeaLacey took 1t down in shorthand on a
s;‘m‘qle and in a fow minutes he had sucdesded in oirculating”

|

|
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whatever news there was throughout ths room. It was

g eu{r‘pﬂsmg, ‘howaver, ‘how t_zho' news changed in ite travels,

One 4ay bthere was news of a mthbt' naval 'éng‘as?am‘ent in the

: Ea'rth-aen. " Three British patrol boats and a mino sweeper

had been -sunke ' .'i gave out this news at ten o"oJ,.dck. By -

twelva noon, it returned to me via Davy Kent., The British
lo]uea hed become thrae battleahipe and a whole fleet of
amisers, . < .

* Life in the prtsen wag deadly -dull and the routina -
madden ingly monotonous, In the early morning, when the
pr!!son bell rang and the pnells were _opaned.‘ we held up our

shoets for inspeation ‘to show we haau't' hanged oursaelves with

: tjam guring the night. From that time until Lights out at

ei@h’é‘ -o‘*é_léok at night, every minute wac planned with the same
daladly regularity,.day after day., Ve were under euﬂcnlanee

-for every minute of the twentyefour hours, Often during the

nl.fe;ht, an offioer moving on noiselogs fest in the corridor
nu'taade. voqld apply his bhull'e eye lantern 40 & dieo in the
doorway, iliuminating the oell while applyinz his eye %o the

|

U'plﬁ'ﬁhble. Aftor broakfast - perridge, cocoa and brend =

which, like all the meals, was served %o each man in hie cell,
we, were paraded for search in the exercise ground and we
:

coulé aiwaye tcll in advance what the warders ware going to-
| .
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say. For instance, the hegfy waidar *“. charge of our aquad,

would say eaoh aomtnal

"Eﬂtz Left turnl . Bxiend on the 1aft! !Jn'bnﬁon;“

Then. leoking aleng the uno, he would alvays wave hig baton

amll 08y, no mattar wheother the line wag etralsht or orooked,

' ’lnok a blt on the .um.

Ona dtv 1 vhlaperod te nlok nayeu "ﬂow cen you oxpl.atn

the faot ‘that a nodan-headeﬂ people nke these cou:l.d keep us

DV\.

$6 subjection for seven hundred yem?'
*That's aasy .“ he aaid, "Af you gat tnnty Engunhman

into a roonm, cne of them, by the grace of God. hae an Men and

he ability to voico it, So i_'.hqr all do what he aayn. But
ir you get twent\y'.l'r:lstunqn tgéetha:, evaryons of thm oan
think of a briiuant plan, any an.e-or which might succeed, if
only they would all mcoept it." |

¥

In gpito of the silence rule, we did manage %0 pass an

0dd joke now and' again  One W in the exercive ground.
when the mtaw rain whioh cane s.n from t.na moors wa.u beating
in our faccs « tho skull oap affording no protectxon P |
overheard Dsck Hayos addrsul.ng 8 GCalway farm J.abourer who was
beside nim, Diok purposely exaggerated the Irish idion,

‘ sayings

| ®Is 4% how that it de _f.i:ne way 4t=$s that you forgot
your umbrellia?” '
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