RE Y e e AR T e s

s T ARy RETIEER A s TR D

BUREAU OF iU Ry HISTORY 1913+21

OR‘G‘M A L ‘ BURD STAIME BiL TV 10030

LE(L W.S. :75ﬁ1ﬁ |

o

b

BUREAU, OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.

DOCUMENT NO. W.S, 766

ROINN

STATEMENT BY WITNESS L o

........................................

Witness '
Dr. Patrick McCartan, 3
Karnak, )
The Burnaby, :
Greystones,

Co. Wicklow.

ldentity.

Memberc;of Supreme Council of I.R.B.;
0/C. Tyrone Volunteers, 1916;
Envoy of Dail Eireann to U.8.A. and Rudsia.,

Subject.

(a) National events, 1900-1917;

g‘bg 01an na G‘&elg UOSQAO 1901 e
c I.R.B.__Dublin, pre-1916.

Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witness.

Nil

File No...8:63.. ...

Form B.S.M. 2




STATEMENT OF DR. PATRICK McCARTAN,
KARNAK, GREYSTONES, CO. WICKLOW.

CONTENTS..

ﬁ%rsonal details and s chooldays
1
Dﬁparture for U.S5.A.
Wébking for my living and sontinuing studies
|iin U.S.A. s e s

Rétufh to Ireland in 1905 e

|

C# ~-na~Gael meeting addressed by Major McBride
| and Maud Gonne and other Clan-na-Gael
h activities teean

L%#nchlng of the "Ggelic American',

}r

p-.

the Clan-na~Gael in the U.S.A.

Llnltlathn into the Hibernians and, later,

Myl transfer from the Clan-na-Gael to the I.R.B.

in Dublin . Introduced to P.T. Daly by

letter from John Devoy.
i

Some recollections of the Dublin I.R.B.
|401rcle and its memhbers ceees

Fﬂmst Convention of Sinn Fein, 1905.

hi

Incident concerning U.I.L. Conventiocn 1905.

qust steps towards founding of the Fianna by)
'Countess Mariievicz 1908, | )
My 'election to the Dublin Corporation. )

Flﬂst publication of "Irish Freedon".
mﬁft Commemoration CONCert .....
Dljrlplln ary action by I.R.B. Supreme Céuncil.

The double issue of "Irish Freedom'.

Lhellntroductlon of P.H. Pearse to the I R.B.

Allegatlons against P.T. Daly and my

"impressions of the man oo

My return to Tyrone as a medical practitioner )
in 1912 secas

Organlslng in the north ceene )

Volﬂnteer training camp at Tromague.

A car-load of rifles from Donabate - Deportation
lf Herbert Moore Fim craes

D1fﬁ1cu1ty about Roger Casement's credentials
10 the Clan-na-Gael in the U.8.

My trip to the U.5. to introduce Casement to
the Clan-na-gael - Echo of the Howth
gun-running Crese

g - 11
12
12 - 13

13 - 15
15-16
17

18

19
20 - 21,
21 - 22
22 - ok |
2t - 25

27 - 29
30

30 - 32

32- 33

33 - 34



rII |

\ CONTENTS

Yand money for St. Enda's from Joe McGarrity,
dbon my return to Ireland cesen ‘

DeEument from Casement concerning the formation
iLof the Irish Brigade in Germany is presented
.| to the Supreme Council ceses .

Ligt meeting of the Supreme Council before the
iRising. The Military Committee. Defirite
j'date of the Rising is not fixed at that
Eimeeting of the Supreme Council.

Néﬁs of the intended Rising reaches me in
Tyrone from Joe McGarrity in the U.S. during
the week preceding Easter Week.

Di'Scussion with Tom Clarke folloved by the
;ﬂunsettling news of Casement's arrest.

Eaﬁter Week in Ulster | cenes

Og;the run following the Rising ....

Ar%ésted in February 1917 and deported to England.

Esgépe-of the deportees from England. North
4Fongford election ceene

8
Supreme Council of reconstituted I.R.B.
ilHecides to send an envoy to Russia.

Myﬁéfforts to get to Russia end with my return
ilfrom London to Ireland in company with the
i

released prisoners sesns

Thé| preparation of the appeal to President
'Wilson by the released republican prisoners

My'@eturn to U.S.A. carrying the signed appeal.

Liam Mellows and I arrange to go to Germany -

F am arrested on the ship at Halifax.

!

-

APPEND ICES .

Agﬁé’endix A.
T _
goPy of Dr. McCartaa's official report

én his mission to Russia as envoy of the

i
Apnundix B.
I
q#py of MSS. draft of letter addressed
by Dr. McCartan to John Devoy dated
19th April 1919. .

epublic of Ireland, 1921 creae

I.L;-ing gold for thé I.R.B. from the Clan-na-Gael

Pages

35

36
EAR
W - L5

6 - 47
47 - 51
51 ~ 55
55 = 59

60 - 61
‘6;
62-6k

65 - 66
66 -~ 68

69 - 70

42 pages

13 pages



BURU\U OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21

@MG%NAL [

NO \N C "H:b’
. . Statement of Dr, Patrick Mccartan,

Karnak, G stones

I{ ¥

ﬁw&s born on the l3th March, 1878, The official
Birth ce'-rtificaté gives the date as the: 15th May, 1878.
My father was: a farmer, not a big farmer but I suppose
average for ‘Byr'o_ne. I attended '].?a._nﬁeragee National |
School. and later we_nii_ to a latin teacher - he called 1t
Trumague Acedemy - in the: 'parish of Termonmagurk, or
Carrickmore. I was there for two yesrs, which was
largely a waste: of time, . later I went to St. Patrick®s
College, Armagh, and spent two years there - Junior and.

g

Middle Grades. There was & bit of a story about why
I left but it is not very important.

- . Then I went to St. Macartan’s Seminary, Monaghan,
and spent a year there - Senior Grade. I did not do
much studying there. It was the centenary of the
Rebellion of 1798 and some papers were smuggled in, by
the day-boys I supposes, I hgppened to pick up one of:
these and reed some of the: speeches ebout 98, It was
one: of the dally papers. '].‘hen there was a History of’
Ireland in the room where: the Middle and Senior Grades
studied, T began to read about '98 in this History.

' T. @14 not know enough about history then to lock Who
L.I.V ..  was the author of it. It consisted of a..number of'
volumes and was: very detailed. I got much more _
interested then in *98. There was quite & nice little
spirit amongst the: ‘l-)oyéf_: in St. Macartan's Seminary.
We: sang Irish songs, or, if you like, ghglo-l_rish S0Ngs,
but they were: all Irish. We: had an organist from the
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Cathedral, ap,Englishman;'whonas teaching us singing;
and Iiremembgr one of the boys protesting. He was
teaching u;;ther?msnaoﬁ.ﬁariegh“ and other EngliSh songs.
éh;s bay protested that we: were: Irish and that we should
sing Irish songs; we: wanted Frish songs, mot foreign
SONgsS. It was the_ﬂirst indication pf real ngtionalism
that I saw anywhere. There was nothing like that in

St. Patrick's College, Armagh. I wouldn®t say any

of the teachers there we;g?specially n&tiopglly-minde&. -
the President was the late: Pr. Mulhern, Bishop of Dromore.
Another was Eatner'ncﬂbown, later Dean of Clogher
Diocese: and P.P. of Carrickmacross and St. Patrick's
Island, Lough Derg. I would nof say the.pmofessbrs

were very nationally con§c19us or, at any rate, they

did: not iet t@é students see any indieation of such, but
the students themselves were instinctively national,

I remember that the: Spanish-American War:ygs on at
the time: and' one of the boys, named Charlle: McSherry -
he: and piwerg—gregt chums and we used to talk about *98
and th@zpossibilities of freeing Ireland - had an uncile
in the: 69th Regiment going down to Cuba or somewhere:
like that to take part -in the Spanish-American Wer.

That brought us to discuss fgnianism and through him T
learned, as he had learned from his unele, that

Fenianism still existed in America, We: in our boyish
ways began to plan out how a revolution could be
effected in Ireland. Gur ldea wés:fpa; if police
barracks:&ll over the céﬁnt?y'were attacked simu}taneously,
the revolution would nearly be over. Even in those
early days, we: seemed te;hame_hadtﬁe right idea, as was

borne out in much later years.
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I still had a great admiration for the men of
*98 and I had read & lot about them in the history I
referred to. One incident brought one along to other
incidents and periods of Irish history. During that
holiday &t home I was walking around the sﬁation in
Omagh one day and I picked up & Yittle book, I think it
was: paper covered, ®"The Life: of Wolfe Tone® by Alice
ﬁilﬂ;gan. That gave me a solid foﬁnﬁation for.mm

future convictions re. *98, Then I had a clear

conception of what *98 meant. I;suppose‘lilogt that
little book some tiﬁe, or it disappeared somewhere, and
I often thought I would have liked to read it again
and see would it have: the same: effect on me: as: it had
then. That was the beginning.

After that I went to 5t. yalachy*s lelege{ Belfast,.
andiliwgs:therg for two yéggs, I wouldn't say there:
was much nationallsm there. I}&id.not see any signs
of nationalism &mongst-thg:stugentsy - There was one
Professor who started & Branch of the Gaelic League there,
named Q*Clery. He was not much goodi &s a teacher, |
as @& matter of fact, very bad, because he used do more
talking than teaching during cilass hours. Then somehow
I think he got the: questions for the Intermediate and was
able to make up for his loss of timéeduring the year.
There were: & couple: of so-called brilliant students there
at that time. This was 1899. One was Janes Connolly.
James Connolly used afterwards write. Le: was in the
Civil Service in Dublin. He was very brilliant,

It was some time after I came: back to Dublin from the
United States: ¥ met him again. He was supposed to be
the.best.s£Udent - the: Exhibitloner - in St. Halachy's
College at that time. He used to write afterwards for
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Griffith's *United ¥rishman®. I remember seeing the .
names: of nnolly and. Maurice Joy on articles in the
'‘United Irishman®, I think he was 8 brother of Joe
and: Alec: Connolly. Ancther was Denis Glasgow. Ee was
supposed to be_brilliant toa. Ee had a good voice. He
sang very well, I don’t know what hggpe_ned him, I
never heard of him anywhere gfterwafds. James Connolly
was the only one- who: turned: out well nationally amongst
those who were: not going on for the éhﬁrch. Another
one there - he: was: just average: ~ was Bob Fullerton.

He was afterwards Father Fullerton and wrote: about
socialism. He:was good nationally after he: became a
priest, but he is dead since, He was. curate in Belfast
and he was very national. I never met afterwards,

in connec.tion with the national movement, any of the
other students who were there except T‘ommy Laverty.

He became a docter and there was: net much nationslism
in his make-up., I think he was attached to some of
the: prisons here during the Civil War or attached to the
Army. As to the other students that were: there during
my time, I never heard of them afterwards. I don't
know: wha.t; happened: them. Some of them became priests,
but I never heard of any of them figuring in the

national mbvement.

T spent two ye&r? in Belfast. When I Went to
St. Melachy's first, I had alr_egdy done the Senior Grade
and done it bedly. I had been reeding more Irish
history in St. Macartan'’s than attending to my studies
and T was not very good at katin and Greek and all that
kind of thing. T got an exam:l&n&i:ion to see what class

T would go into. Fr. Boyle was President then. He:

thought I was pretty hopeless but I told him that I was

not as bed as T appeared and that if I went into the
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‘Matric. Class I would do nothing. I asked him to let
me go into the Senior Grade: and I would then do.the
Ebnou:s Mapric, Hesagreedtand IZstu&ie& inISenior
Grade and did the Honours Matrie.i ﬂnasﬂbhours Matric.
consisted of the two old _Sen:l.q:_' Grade programmes, the
past year and the current year., When the: exem came, I
got & pass on the honours p&pers. ithe_ next year I
got First Arts. I got good marks in Latin and Greek.
I forget wha:t; the other subjects: Where, but I got good
marks: 811 round in the: First Arts.

It was; coming arournd to the autumn again, September.
4 brother of mine-gavezmeesomé money to go to the bank
at_Six@mile-cross. , rist§rte& off éo go to the: barnk,
zhe:lodgment consisted of cheques and a £20i note gnd a
25 note,' I kept the notes andi went off to Derry. .
I went inte & bank there, changed‘thefzaﬂsnotehgnd sent
‘home £10 of this, With & note to say that I had sailed
. that day for America. Actually I' had not sailed that:
day. It was & couple of days afterwards I did léave.
I landed in New York with a 10 dollar gold piece, Went
from there to_Philadelphiasand called: on Joe MeGarritty's

brothert's: place, -

Joe: MeGarritty*s brother and I had been stu@ents
together at St. Patrick's College, Armagh, and he went to
America later - about a year before that time. So I
went to Pﬁiladeiph;a.and stayed in John McGarritty's
ﬁmaee for about three:weeKStbefore:IIgot any :job. I was
getting downhearted. Then T got & job aftending bar,
in & saloon, at 5 dollars a week with my board., I was
&ble to save money at that too. ny lsundry cost me about
50 cents. and so riwés able to save at least four dollars

& week, T hadn't time to spend it, so I had to save it.
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We: worked ai.bqut twelve hours a day, sometimes more.

"I worked there for a couple of months.

Then I went to work forra man from my native
parish who was in the same business, &t 12 dollars a
week without board. I worked for him f‘or:j about six
months: or so. I forget e:;a_ctly how long but it should
have been about six months. Then the buéineSs got bad.
There were three: of us working for him and we were all
from the same parish as himself. ~ I was the last in, so
I' wag laidl off. The following Tuesday was electlon
day and the saloons were closed. I was out of work
on Monday, and' on Wednesday I had work &gain. I think
the pay was: 5 or 6 dollars: a week with board, but the
hours: were very short. I began at five in the: morning,
got off at nine, resumed at one and worked from one till
six,

I began to study then for & scholarship to the
University of Pennsylvania. I got Greek books because I
had been told by a fr:l.en;'l of mine, who had béen in
St. Malachy's College also and who was then a medical
student, that it would be easy getting a scholarship with
Greek as ,ther'eﬁ were not many of them doing Greek there.

I got Greek books: and Latin books: and began to study up
again for a scholarship. | |

I was about a month working there and just ready
to start to study when my old boss - the man from my
native parish - called on me and said he wanted me to

come back as: one of the men had been laidi off. T said

' T would not go back for the same money, so he increased

the pay to 15 dollers a week. I went back and worked
for him, until he left. He éold out the place and a

German-American bought it. When the: German-American |
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took over, he knew nothing about the saloon business and

I was his chief man there.

Joe MeGarrity and I used to meet.very often.
He used to come in when we were closing at twelve or .
one &'clock. Hg would call in and we would go &and' have
& cup of coffee togéther and 8 talk. Then we: would walk
down to Joe's: as very often the trams would at that time
have ceased to run. He_walked and palkg&‘and went on
like that. ~Joe had & great habit of getting books. that
he could carry in his pecket and read when he:was on the
trams. I got into the same habit although I had not
much travelling to do, but on a Sunday I might have a.
long ride on the tram, We often discussed the books:
we read. Qne night Joe came in and said he was going
to Temple College: to take & course - & night cburse. '
I asked him what courses were taught in Témp;e College,
what one could study there. We discussed' the

sub jects: that one eoul& learn by going to Temple College

et night end. I found that medicine was one of them.
S0 I went and pegistered as & medical student in

Temple College-.

Then 1. went to see!my_old friend from St. Malachy's
College, Who wWas now a dbctor, and he said that, if T
was going to study medicine Iishould go to the
University; that Temple College was only & place for
mission&riéSsand one really did: not get a good course
in medicine there. ¥ made up my mind that I would go
to the: University of Pennsylvania and' I had all the
ecertificates that my friend had when he went there as
a medical student. I was eligible for reglstration
there. waever. in another conversation with him,

he: asked me where I 1ntended to practise when I would



be qualified, and I said in Ireland. He: said,
*Then you had better study in Ireland®.

Joe HeGarrity and I talked this over. I told
McGarrity that I had not enough money to go to Ireland
and Joe said, "Go ahead., You go to Ireland &nd when
your money runs out, write to me and the money will be
alright®, T never got any money while:a medical student
in addition to my own except from-JOe McGarrity.

I was able to pay him back later. However, that is
another story. Thus I returned to Ireland in 1905. -

T had gone to America in September, 1900, and I
think it was: in the autumn of 1901 that Joe McGarrity's,
brother talked to me about the Clan na Gael. I bad
joined@ the: Hibernians, thinking 1£ was the Fenian
organisation. I was initiated and all that. It was &
benevolent org&nis&tiog alright,'bnt the name of Ireland
was never mentioned for.the whole meeting and I felt
I was in the wrong shop. ¥ saw that it had no
connection with Fenianism, Then Joe MeGarrity's
brother told me about the: Clan na Gael. T asked him
& lot of questions about it, as to whether this was the
Fenian organisation, and he said it was. Af;er ny
seminary schooling in Ireland, I suppose I asked him if
there was: anything agéinst joining it from the Catholic
standpoint. So hg:assured me there was not, that there
were priests; in it, He proposed me and I got
initiated@ in Camp lj28. I was about a year and a half
s member of it when T became Junior Guardian of Camp 128,
and 1 was: Senlor Guardian for about two or three years
before I came back to Ireland. Joe McGarrity belonged
to that Camp and h;s brother, -who isi now Fr. mcGaryity
and is still alive, We had a very good Camp, nearly.
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one of the best in Philsdelphia, We were always active,
raising money -and that kind of thing. |

_ I remember one night there was g-meeting
gdvertised. [T don't know how I wandered down Spruce
Street - I was living onPSpruce Street - and whether 1
saw the ads. in the paper or whether I did not, f'could
not say, but I went down anyway ﬁq 726-Spruca-8treet
which was the: Irish-American Glub, the heedquarters of

-the: Clan na Ghe;. Iithink thisawas:before-l yad

Joined the: Glan, The dboi was open. I saw peob&e
walking in and I walked in also, When somebody asked
me had I a ticket for the meeting and ilsaid'I had not,
he offered me ‘a ticket and I bought it. It was a
meeting addressed by Major McBride: and Maud Gonne,

That meeting made me enthusiastic. @f course, I knew
of Major McBride before, that is, I knew all ebout him
because: we: were all enthusiastically pro-Boer during
the Boer War and We had heard all about his exploits

in South kfrice., He spdke there that night as well

as Maud Gonne; but I did not meet him qfter the meeting,
though I did meet Maud Gonne and spake to her that
night. She came back to the Irish-American Club.

A lot of us went around ﬁnd shook hands with her.

She was sitting on & couch. She was a very beautiful
girl at the ;ime, Ma jor McBride &id not come back

to the:ﬁrisheﬁmefican Club or, if he did, I did not see
bim around, He may have been closeted with some of the
elite but, at any rate, I did not see him. That was
my first meeting with Msud Gonne. The: meeting at
which Major McBride and Maud Gonne spoke was in the.
Academy of gusic. I think maybe it was dispussing
that meeting with Joe Mcﬁarrity, enthusing about what

was: said, that really brought me into.the Clan na Gzel.
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I believe it was. I think that was about 1901 - about

the autumn of that year,

We were very active always. There was always
plenty of work to do in the Clan na Gael ~<always plenty
of national work. They alwgys:celebrated‘the
Manchester Martyrs gnniversa;y and Robert Emmet's _
birthdsy about the Lth March. The Manchester Martyrs
meetings were always ground-the_middle of November.

There were always goqd‘lectures. There were always

" outstanding speakers.

I:remember_giving ticketsyfor_one of these
anniverséries;to the man who introduced me to the
Hibernians in the belief that they were the suécessors
to the Fenians. Judge 0'Neill Ryan of S5t. Louis waé
the speaker., I ha&.heard him speak before at
ordinary Camp meetipgs of the Clan na Gael., I gave
this: men my ticket to go to the meeting to hear Judge
O'Neill Ryan., I forget whether it was on Robert

'Emmet or the Manchester Martyrs that the Judge was

speaking. At any rate, this man came back to me,
full of enthusiasm, and asked me to propose him for
membership of the Clan na Gael. ﬁhereafter he was an
active member and g.good subscriber of the Clan na

Gael until he died.

Thoge were the chief activities, They had an
outing every lth of July at which they raised some
money or something like that. I don't know much about

these functions: as I was never on one, being always

- working when they were on. ‘The gqtivities of the

Clan were mostly that kind of work, The Irish
American Club wés;the Headquarters. in Philadelphia,

| There one met many of the members on Sunday mornings
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and evenings.

On alternate weeks I was off work at gix
aﬁclogk in the: evening and I used wander down to the: club
aiter-hav;ﬂg something to eat. There: I usually met
William Crossan, the District Officer of the Clan na
Gael. He was an oldish man, or at least I thought him
old at the time. He might have been around the 60's.
T became very attached to Bill Crossan. He: used to
tell me: all about the Fenians and kindred subjects.
He had Jjoined the Fenians himself when he was & very,
young man. He: went to Confession and he was asked in
Confession was he a Fenlan. He said hengs.and he was
refused! absolution. That left him away from Confession
for about a year until, at the time he was coming to
America, he thought he would make another-attempt to go
to Confession, When he told how long it was since: his
last Confession, the priest turned to him and asked;
"Why were: you S0 long from Confession? He said he: was
refused absolution{ The priest asked why, and he said
because: he was & member of the Fenians.  ™0h! Thank
God", said the priest, *I was educated in Salamanca.
Go on, my child™. Bill Crossan was a great character
and & great personality. He had & carrying business,
a truck business - horses it was at that time - and he was
highly respecme@.byueverybo&y. He had an e;traor&inary
Memory . The history of the world: was all fresh in
his mind, and about any outstanding character in world
history, he could give you all the details without
hesitation. There was & small library in the Irish-
Ameriean Club and there were: some books in it that I
was' anxious to get. No one was allowed to take: them out

and: I bad no time to read them by going there. I asked

Crossan one day would he give me Gavan Duffy's *Young
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Ireland", and he gave it to me to take it home with me.

That gave me & good idea of the "48 movement.

The Gaelic American was: started by the Clan na
Gael, with John Devoy as editor. We all purchased

some of the shares issued for it, and shortly after its

_publicatioh_riremembsr writing to Devoy and asking him

for a 1ist of bocks on 1798, 1848 and 1867. I was
ashamed of my ignorance and did not sign my name to the
letter, so I did not get the list of books.

When I was going to Dublin, Joe McGarrity left
me to. New York. We called at the "Ggelic-kmerican"_
office and there I met for the firs# time Tom Clarke.
He was Manager of the "Gaelié-Americgn' and John Devoy
wag Editor. John Devby gave me a transfer from the
Clan na Gael in America to the I.R.B. in Ireland and
a’ letter to P.T. Daly. Daly was: then Manager of Cl0..

Cumainn.

T delivered the letter, after coming to Dublin,
to P,T. Daly, who was very prominent in national
affairg,  His voice seemed a voice in the wilderness.
We used to read his speeches in the *Gaelic-American'.
He was; & member of the: Dublin Corporation and used his:
membership of the Cprgoratidn as & platform for Irish

nation&l propaganda,

_ I don't think P,T. Daly"s work has ever been
properly appreciated, He was an outstanding character
and, to my mind, a great man. Bb mey have had his
faults but they were small compared to the great work
he‘did. | He got ipto disrepute over very little but
certainly he was outstanding at the time and always

national. He was in the Labour movement and used the

Labour movement for national propaganda 21s0. I bad
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a great admiration for Daly. Outsdde Arthur Griffith,
he: was; the: outstanding national figure of that time.

As far as public life: uas. concerned, Daly was;
outstanding as a Nationalist. In every public speech
he made, he always brought in an advocacy of the
national cause to it. He was & member of the Executive
of the T.R.B. In his public 1life, as & member of the
Corporation, he did everything he eould to further the
objects and interests of the I.R.B.

When I gave John Devoy®s letter to P.T. Daly
in €1% Cumainn, hg: sent for sémebod‘-y ~ who happened to be
Sefn T. O'Kelly - and he told Sefn T. O'K‘ellj to take:
me into.hi-l.s. Circle of the I.R.B. I' think Sefn T, was &
Section Leader. The: Circles were mede: up of & number
of men, who were divided into Sectlons;, Section Leaders
being appointed to each Section; In this Circle: I
think T was in Se&n T. O'Kelly's Section. The Section
Leader was; the man respoﬁsible .for notifying the members
of hiss Section'of any special meetings or if there was
anything to be done or anything other then the: usual
monthly meetings. |

‘ It was a very fine Circle. I don't know how
many Gircles were in Dublin at the time, put in this
Circle _they were all very fine types. Judge: O'Byrne:
and Ernest Blythe: were: members. There: was a cl;ap_u named
Sloane, another Protestant. I don"t know ﬁhat |
happened him. I think he was from’the North of Ireland
originally. There were Thomas Shine: Cuffe, Sefn T.
0*Kelly and the: Ingoldsbys - two brothers;, Pat and
Louls - and they were grand types too. Michael Cowley

was Centre. Michael was very earnest and very good.

There was always & very good attendance. The
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attendance was always nearly, I would say, up to ninety
per cent. at all the meetings. This was 1905.

After some time - apparently when the Circle
reached 100 it was divided - this Circle reached the
100 mark and it was divided into two Circles. The
Clarence Mangan Literary Society was the name given to
the new Circle which split off from our Circle. I hed
been there for some time. T forget what the name of
the original Gircle was. All these Circles went by
some such names: as a cover for theilr ﬁeetingsu Michaei

Cowley may know: the original name of this Circle.

I was a mediéal student then. There were not
many students in the I.R.B. at this time. There was
Dan Sheehan who was a Final medical, and Dick Hayes
T was t0ld by someone was & member but I had not met
Eiék at that time. I think he was & Final.medical ‘
and had just got quelified, but I knew him just to hear
about him. Another member was John Ellwood who was
very talkative but, I think, very $incere. Then there
weg Paddy O'Callaghen from the County Monaghan, ﬁow
in the Argentine. His; father was;a:teache; in Co.
Monaghan. Phese were the four medical students in
this Circle, and later Padraig Grogan became & member
and as Dr. Grogan was down in Meynooth afterwards.
After the Treaty he became Medical Officer of Health
for some county or other. I brought in Dr. Dundon
of Borris, Co. Gerlow, while a medicel student.

T proposed Dr. Gormley of Ballybofey, Co. Donegel,
for membership of the I.R,B. He was born in Tyrone,
not far from my native place, He hed been in the D.M.P.

before he became a medical student. He had worked in

the office of the D.M.P., Headgquarters, or something like
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that. On that account, he would not be accepted for
membership of the: I.K.B. I also proposed Edmond
@'Doherty who was a doctor later, I knew him in
Philadelphis. as & bar-tender like myself. His: father
had been a Head Constable and he would not be taken into
the I.R.B. because his. father had been in the R,I.C,
They were both good men, both reliable men, good |
nationally, and I am sure they wopld have made good
members, but at that time there was: & strict bar against
anyone being taken in as members who had any contact

or connection whatever with the police: or the British
administration. This was adopted originally as a
precaution against the organisation beéoming permeated

by spies, as: the: 98 movement had been.

After I had been here a couple of months, the
first Convention of the;Sinn Féin took place in the
Rotunda with Edward Mzrtin in the chair. Griffith
read his Sinn Fé&in polic}. There was not a big crowd
there. That was in 1905 when Sinn Féin was started
first, Dr. Gogarty was in it, also Pat Hughes of
Dundalk, Bulmer Hobson and, I think Dinny McCullough,
put I forget now just who were there., Usually fne
people that one knew and who were active in the I.R.B.
also came along to meetings: like this. I remember I
was; appointed on the Executive of Sinn F&in and on some
Committee. I forget what Committee I wés-apgointed on.
The whole Executive was.&ivided into Committees, each
Committee dealing with some aspect or other of the life
of the country. That meeting would be in November of
1905, perhaps later in the year. I know that the
Uﬁiversity started in October and it must have been

November or December.
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Dre. Gogafty and I were on the same Committee and
we attended the different meetings, but we really did
nothing. We got nowhere with it. When.there.was no
work being done, we stopped attending the meetings, or we
were: not called to meetings, or something like that.
Tt drifted on, The trouble was, I believe, that Sinn
Fédn had been launched into en ective: career before:
enough preliminary work had been done to ensure its

sucecessg.

The first impetus thet Sinn Féin got was in 1907
when Charlie Dolsn resigned from the Parliamentary Party
and contested the: North Eeitrim seat on & Sinn Féin
ticket, 0f course, we all went up there to help with
Dolan's election campsign. That was 1907. Dolan
was défeated, of course, ﬁut the electibn campaign
had served to bring the Sinn Féin poliéy into the public

eye.

At that time also Sir Thomas Esmonde gave an
indication that he was separating from the: Irish Party,
but he went back to 1t again, I remember writing to
him for an interview for the “G&elic-kmerican'. I
used to do an odd article for the 'Gaelic-American' and
I wanted to give Esmonde’s views:ih the form of an'

article.

I remembér one meeting I attended of the Independent
Qrengemen in the Rotunda, ° Lindsay Crawford spoke at
that meeting and & clergyman named Boyle, but really
it was a PFenlan meeting. it was mostly I.R.B. men that
made up the audience, because all the pecople that I
knew were there. I remember that was the first thing

I reported for the "Gaelic-American®. I. reported the
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speeches as: far as I could remember them with the help

of what was: published in the.daily papers, I also

wrote an article giving my own impression of the meeting.
This was published as an editorial in the'Gaelic-American'.
After that I was a f&irly constant contributor.

Amongst the students in the University, there was
a good spirit on the whole but there were few of them
that were sufficiently advanced to become members of the
I.R.B., or that one would care to approach on this
matter, and veiy few were very keen én the language
amongst the medical students. There were, of course,
the Art students whom I did not know very well, but one
d@1& not meet them, somehow or other. One only met
the medical students down in Cecelia Stfeet. I 4id not

meet the others..

T can't remember anything very exciting or of
importance 1ﬁ the national sphere then, but there is
something I forgot to mention following the‘Cbnyention
of 1905. The: 'United Irishman® hadl published & report
of the Convention and of Griffifh"s épeech there.

After that there was to be a.Gbnvéntion of the United
Irish Eeague at the Mansion House. I‘went:down to the
office of the,*United Irishman® and got a lot of copies
of the paper. I got some students to come along with
me and we stood outside the Mansion House shouting to the
delegatGS‘going in to the U.I.L. Convention to hear Joe
Devlin speaking, nrAll about the Convention! All abqut
the Convention! "All about the Convention?*  The
delegates: 811 bought coples of the paper*uﬁder the
impfesaicn;th&t the Convention referred to was the U.I.L.
Convention. We got some fun out of this more than

anything else. The United Irish League, &5 an
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organisation, was allfpowerful in the country at this
time, backing, as it d4id, the: Parliamentary Party.

Concerning the formation of the Eianﬁ&, I think I
was: at the first meeting or one of the first meetings.
Madame Markelvicz took oﬁt four boys to a cottage she
had in Dundrum. I think it was four and I think ?ercy
Reynolds: was one of the four, if I am not mistaken.

We: used to go out there occasionally, Dr. Dundon an&_'
myself, to visit Countess Markeiviez. She had a small
bore: rifle and we did some practlce shooting on a couple
of occasionsi. I used to go out there very often on a
Sunday afternoon. P&draig O Risin may have been one

of the four boys, or it may haveabeen afterwards he came
in, There was: & chap named Walsh and another named
Reynolds.  Those are the two I cen definitely remember.
I think this was about 1908, It was, at any rate,
before there was: any formal Fianna organisation launched.
Tt was & kind of experiment she was carrying on, and
there were only these four boys 1 mentioned‘involved

at that time.

In 1908 I was home on nolidays in Tyrone and I got
a wire from P.T. Daly to come to Dublin. I came to
Dublin immediately as I regarded any word from P.T. as &n
order. When I came to Publin, I found I had beeﬁ
nominated as: candidate for aﬂCorﬁoration seat in place
of Daly who had: been disqualified because he had moved
his residence from one ward to another, or something like
that. He put in my name, in case he would be disgualifier
So I got elected to the Rotunda Ward as & member of the
Corporation. Thus I_was a member of the Corporation
while I was; still a medical student. It was great fun

going around. Of course, the I;R.B; were all working
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for me, Sefn T. 0'Relly had stood for and was elected

to an ad joining Ward. So we went around celebrating

after the electlion was over,

The paper, *Irish Freedom' was stgrted in 1910.
Bulmer Hobson w&szalwayé keen on a paper. He had |

started "The: Republic' in Belfast which lasted for a

l;ttle time. People like Bob Lyndon, P.S. O'Hegarty,

myself and Dinny McCullough subscribed & shilling a

week towards: the expense of publication. However,

the estimates were not always accurate and did not meet
the cost of production. Later Bulmer came to Dublin
and he was advocating the publication of an outspoken
national paper. His idea of financing it was the
shilling s week that members of the organisation would
subsecribe., Eventually Fred Allen, Sé&n 0'Hanlon

and Tom Clarke and some others, decide@.to'étart 'Irish
Freedom' and I was aﬁpointed editor, I am sure fred
Allen thought that he would be the actual.editor and.
that I would be just nominally editer, but he got his
first surprise when he wrote an editorial for the f;rsf
issue, which I published as an ordinary article and
published & contribution by Hobson as the first editorial.
That was the first jolt Fred Allen got. I 4id not
write: much - practically nothing. I hadn't time because
ﬁiwas{working for my final.eiam at the timé, or rather

I had got my exam thet year but was Resident Surgeon

in the Mater Hospital. Tt was from there I edited the
paper but I had not much time for writing myéelf on;
account of my duties as Resident Surgeon. Anywsay,

there ceame in a good lot of material from P,S. O*Hegarty,
Bulmer Hobson and Fred Allen. Alien wrote a godd‘lot,

mostly recollections.
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I was used to the methbds;and procedure at the
neetings in Americs, They always passed resclutions at
the Emmet and Manchester Martyrs celebrations, dealing
with some current national affairs in Ireland and
proclaiming the adherence: of the: meeting to the 1ldeal of
a Republlic and: the belief in physical force methods to
cbtalin it. I had these ideas in my mind when tﬁere was
an Emmet commemoration meeting coming along at the
Rotunde, and I thought that the same spirit would obtain
here. It had been announced thay the King of England
was to visit Ireland that year. So I wrote an editorial
for that issue - the issue or two before March - saying
thaet there would be resolutions about the question of
lbyal‘ad&resses to ﬁhe:King. I assumed that there '

would be such resolutions passed.

Meetings: like this Rotunda meeting were always
held under the auspices of the Wolfe Tone Committee,
of which Tom Clarke was & member. This was merely
a cover name for the: Executive of the I.R.B, Clarke
discussed this editorisl with me and told me that there
would be no resolutions: of the kind proposed or passed
there, T asked him, "Why?* ®ghi%  he said, "it would
be regarded as pnliticé;. ‘Iiséiﬁ;-&my God: iou
can't regard a thing liﬁe that as ﬁoiitic&._ This is: a
national mattert?, (By "politics®™ here was meant local
party goliticsﬁ; waevér, that';asathe decision, and
it was obvibussfrom Tom's attitude that he did not agree
with the decision but wﬁs willing to be bound by it.

Puring the: meeting I was sitting near Countess
Markievicz. PSdraig Pearse was the orator. 1 remember
the: part of his speech that caught me was when he sald

Dublin would have to do some great act to atone for the
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disgrace for not producing a man that would dash his head
against a stone wall in an attempt to rescue Robert
Emmet. I thought to myself, %Well, now! Here am I
sitting end afraid to propose ;,reso;utién@. I wrote
out my resolution on a back of an envelope: protesting

agalnst loyal addresses: to the King of England.

Tom Clarke was: sitting in the front seat with a
man named Corbett from San Franclsco. I went down to
him, The St. James Band was playing a selection;on
the stage at this time. T read the‘resolution to Tom
and He-said, ®Pati I can't give you any advice. You

know what the decéision on this matter wash,

Countess Markievicz volunteered to second the
resolution but I said to her; "Don't you do it unless
there 1s no one else to do 1t* I had told her what
I was; going to do, of course.h Just as Tom said he
could give: me no advice, the band was clearing off the
state, haﬁing finished iﬁs recital. I threw my leg
over the footlights, got up on the stage.and proposed my
resolution. Tom jumped up after me and seconded it,
and the thing went with & whoop. The resolution was

- passed with enthusiasm.

Then there was consternation among the I.R.B.
Supreme Council. We were charged with lack of
discipline afterwards. There was a meeting of our
Circle and something about me, my lack of discipline,
or soﬁething was mentioned. at the Circle meeting.

I said, It's very funny that I am being denounced for
taking a stand sgainst loyal addresses to the King of
England, when a man who is high 1ﬁ:the organisaéiog has

mis-spent money belonging to the organisation and there:

is no word about that®*.. Tt was to P.T. Dély I referred,
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but that is another story. He was supposed to have
mis~-spent & couple of hundred pounds of I.R.B. funds
which he held on behalf of the organisation. I learned
afterwards: where this money went and I will refer to
this later in this story. At any‘raﬁe, this: raised a
storm. I suppose: I should have just listened and sald
nothing. | '

Later I wasg summoned before the Supreme Council
and-quesxioned ag to where I got the information about
Daly having mis-spent this money. I think they were
under the impression that it was Tom Clarke had giveﬁ
me the information. I was put on oath for this
guestioning. The first question I was: asked was
whether I had mﬁde this statement at the Circle meeting.
I edmitted that I had. Then I was asked where did I
get this information and I replied that I had learned
this: from Joe McGarrity. When they heard this, the
© Whole inquiry collapsed. They had no more to say to

- me because that was all.

I have been agked if I knew whether or not Tom
Clarke was courtmartialled on account of this incident.
I don't believe hefwas, for he would have told me
lafer when I became a member of the: Supreme Council.
Besides Fred Allen and Sefin O'Hanlon resigned almost
immediately. _ - |

There was another seguel ﬁo‘thisg hqwever.
The following issue of 'Irish Freedom' was already in
the hands: of the printefsa Paddy Maﬁon.was printing it.
Fred Allen took over the whole thing out of my hands.
They had the money and all the management end in thelr
| own hands; so ﬁe could not do anything against them. '

Bulmer Hobson then wanted to start a new paper. I
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refused to have anything to do with starting a new paper,
I wanted to continue on with 'Irish Freedom'. We went
to Devereux and North, and théy took it on but, when
they found they were being threatened with laﬁ'from Allen
and friends, they would not proceed with the printing of
the paper unless we put up £100 and lodged it with their
| lawyer. None of us had that much money. I éould
advance about £2( but that ias all the ready money
available., ‘Tom Clarke was treasurer for the Supreme:
Council of the I.R.B., and that money was kept with

| hié own account. He: was afraid to use any of this money
lest a call should be made on it at any time. We
agreed after some discussion that he: would draw £80 -
part of which was I.R.B. money - and I went to the bank
and drew my £20. On my return Tom sa&id he could not go
ghead as under present conditions the money might be
demanded at any time. I had promised to cable Joe
MeGarrity for the money and I begged Tom to give me the

| £80 and if necessary I would go up to Tyrone next day
and get it from my father. I offered to go ahead with
the plans we had previously agreed uponlmyself. His
reply was: *Don"t talk like that: Pat, it hurts®, and
turning aroﬁnd,_he lifted the keys, came out aﬁd locked
the door after him, He: went down to the bank and got
the money which he handed over to me. We lod ged the
£100: with the: solicitor.

At the same time T cabled to Joe McGarrity to
send me £I100, Joe cabled the money to me and I was
able to restore Tom Clarke his money and this left him

' in a good position.

This was the occasion of the dduble issue of

' vIpish Freedom' because: Allen and his party went ahead
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with the: issue already half printed and we, on the other
hand, proceeded to get oﬁt our own issue, and of the:

two I think I am justified in saying that ours was the
better broduction. Apparently there was some discussion
on the matter, or on the whole business, at the subsequent.
Supreme Council meeting following which Allen and his
supporters resigned from it, and also severed their
connectién with the paper. So from then on, there was

no trouble in this respect.

Reg&rdiﬁg Pearse's introduction to the:i,R.B., I
remember speaking to Toﬁ Clarke aftér the Emmet
Commemoration concert. I agked him did he think that
Pearse would come into the I.R.B. Tom told me that
this matter had been discussed at some meéting of the
Supreme Council and tb&; it nad been decided then that
Pearse would be:more.useful outside than inside the
organisation. Now, one may place any édnstruction‘one
pleases on this statement but the construction I placed
on it is: that those in authority on‘the Supreme Council
at the time, that is, Fred Allen, who really controlled
the organisation then with the backing of Sefn O'Hanlon
and some others, did not want & man with as strong a
personality as Pe&?se in the organisatlion because he
would quickly overshadow them. Emopgét thosei who |
supported Allen on the §upreme Council I mentioned Sefn
O'Hanlon., @Q'Hanlon was a8 good, straight, honest felldw,
véry weil-inténtioned who had limited &bility.

Allen usew men 1like O'Hanlon ta support him in keeping

’ his-personal control of the organisation, andi I think

it waS'Allen"s:fear of losing this persomal control
tnat anikated him against. bringing in men like Pearse.

This was my own opinion, whiéh may be wrong and may be
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unjust to them, but I certalnly formed that opinion.

As far as I can remember, Pearse did not ecome into
the I.R.B. until after Fred Allen, Sefn O'Hanlon and
some others had resigned from the Supreme-Council. He
must have come into the organisation quite soon after
that end I understand that it was Se&n T, 0'Kelly who
brought him into the organisation.‘ Atwany.rate, he
says so himself, that is, it was Se&n T. who epproached
him on the subject and discussed it with him and got his
agreement to Join. I don"'t know who it was tiat may

- have sworn him in.

This all happened in or about the time of the
double- issue of 'Irish Freedom'. There was some kind
of a settlement ﬁetwéen the twé sections of the: Supreme
' ébuncil on this, because they turned over the paper to
. us without further demur and then Fred Allen and his

people got out.

. From this point, Tom Clarke, Dinﬁy MeCullough and
" P.S. O'Hegarty were the chief men, the moving spirits,

| on the‘Supreme Council. P.T. Daly had already been

| removed. from the Supreme Council after pheetrouble about
' the money. I don't know who the other members of the

Supreme Council were at thils stage.

Regarding P.T. Daly, 1 wouid like to say he had

. been accused of spending a couple of hundred pounds of

- I.R.B. funds that he could not account for satisfactorily.
He claimed afterwards - and I belileve his claim to be
correct - that this money had been spent 1§ connection
with thezmuniciﬁal election when Sefin T. Oﬁkelly and.
myself had been elected to the Gbrporation; I knew, in

fact, that he ﬁas always spending money in connection
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| with these elections and suchlike, which he d4id in the

best interests of the national cause, and the way-I felt

about it was that, even if he did mis-spend it on his
private affeirs, it would not repay P,T. Daly for all the

work and all the sérvice he had given to the organisation

and given to the service of Ireland, It would have

been very small compensation for the work he had done.

I think 1t was qﬁite unfair to discredit Daly because

of this, as I understood, or I was led to believe then,

that it was quite customary for the I.R.B. to spend

money on matters such as elections in order to get their

noﬁinees placed in important positions where they were

in a position to further the interests of the;organi;ation.

It was, therefore, very unfair. to destroy his:reputation |

on & charge like this because, until the advent of Tom

dlarke, P.H., Pearse and the others, P.T. Daly was the

outstanding man in the I.R.B. of the time, an outstﬁnding

nationalist ‘who always worked consisten;ly for thé goal

of a free Ireland. He was always national, even

afterwards, that is, after his removal from the Supreme

Council,

I never met P,T. Daly from the time of the row
over 'Irish Freedom' until I met: him at Arﬁhur Griffith's
funerél in 1922. i had a warm shake-hands from him, ’
"I asked him how he was doing and he said, *My God, Pat!
I'm doing what I never thought.I would do.m I have "

. téken to drink!it I thought it was: the most pathetie
statement I evéf'hearﬂjfrom a maﬁ, and from a man whom

I always: knew as an absolute teetotaller.

I was very anxious when I wad in America between
© 19%0 and 1939 that P,T. Daly should write his
recollections: because I felt he would be able to fill'an
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important gep in the history of the I.R.B. I wrote to
him to get a stenographer and that I would pay the
stenographer's bill if he dictated his recollections.

He wrote back and told me that he had facilities for

~ doing it and was doing 1t himself, Whether he ever did

it or not, I don't know, or whether any of his children
are glive that might have: the manuscript, I don*t know,
I believe: 1 wrote to P.S. O'Hegarty about this ét the
time, suggesting that he shéuld get in touch with Daly
to encourage him to write his memoirs, and I think
O'Hegarty told me that Dely was doing it. .

To go back to the perlod of the double.issue
of "Irish Freedom', I continued editing the paper for
aboﬁt a couple of“months. That double issue was I
think around December, 1911, and I think I was Resideni
Physician in Cork Street Hospital about that time,
Bulmer Hobson then took over the editorship and he took
it over completely some time early in 1912 when I left
Dublin to take up & medical practice in Tyrone., When
I had earned enough money in Tyrone, I came back to
Dublin to study for a Fellowship in the College of
Surgeons. The exam for that was in October, 1912, and
I came back to Dublin perhaps & couple of months before

that to study for it.

While.practising in Tyrone, any time I came to
Dublin I elways: called tc Tom Clarke. Tom felt
disappointed with me that I was not doing some
organising in Tyrone. That was in 1912 and 1915.

Tom thpught I was: inactive: and often spoke to me about
this, but really it was impossible to do any organising
in Tyrone at that time. All the young lads were members

of ﬁheaﬂﬂbérnians, which organisation was: very strong up
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there, and they regarded me as a black sheep. In fact,
I learned tﬁat they'had been told by some of the higher-
ups in the: Hibernians that I was a paid &gentrfrom
Dublin Castle. Actually, the amount of money I was
supposed. to have been pald was also quoted to them,

It was supposed to have been £400 & year. They were

able to accuse me openly of being a paid agent of Dublin

Castle and tell me the salary I was supposed to be
getting, It wasxénly after the Volunteers were started
and we had! Eoin McHeill and Sir Roger Casement down to
meetings in Carrickmore, Greencastle and Six-mile-cross

that they began to realise that I was not & Dublin Castle

agent after all. That, of course, was early 191k.

In the meantime T bad got an appointment to the Gortin

| Dispensary District in 1913 and this took up most of my

time.

Ag I said, Tom Clarke felt tha® I should be doing
more organising, but there: was little I could do and T
had not much time on my hands. After the Volunteers
had started, however, the young men who flocked into éhe
VOIunteefs;began to come to me and; seek my advice and,

once: we: had broken into the Hibernians, it was plain

- sailing after that.

We: had a very good. Circle in Carrickmore which wes
my native parilsh. We: had one in Six-miie-cross, another
very good one, We had another in Greencastle, also
very good. These were all new ones that had been
sm&rted, except the Carrickmore one in which we had a

small nucleus of about five men before that.

Then we discovered that, as; a result of the Church

ban on such secret organisations, some of the men might
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feel squeamish and start aéking questions: in cbnfession,
T arranged & meeting of all the recently joined members
to assemble at my father's barn one night. I got Fr.
0'Daly, who was then curéte:in Clagher, and Fr. Coyle,
who wa&’tﬁen in Fintona, to speak to them on the attitude
‘ of the Church to the I.R.B. I think one of these
priests said in the course: of his talk, WWhen you go to
confession, you go to confess.your-sinsq-not your

-

virtues®,

I had got in touch with Fr. O;Daly to give this
talk because he had remarked to me 1h Omagh oné day after
_some meetiné there;, "There is: nothing left for us only
a secret organisatioﬁ“. I said to him,."well, come on
down to the hotel an@iwe will discuss it 6ver'a cup of
tea®, I said to him then, "Do you not know that there
is ;uch an organisation?® ﬁe sgid, T do not. And
if there 1s, you can proiose me for mémbership in it®,

I told him that I would. I asked were there any otﬁer
~ priests that would join and he said Fr. Coyle would.
*Will you approach him,and ask him?* - which he 4id and
Fr. Coyle also consented, T told %he two of them that
it was: an oath-bound organisation-and that perhaps it
would be unfair to them if they were asked by their
Bishop did they ever take an oath and they would have to
admit that they did. T came to Dublin and asked Tom
€larke whéther-I could take them into the organisation
without taking aﬁy oath. We took them into the I.R.B.
without administeriné any oath, and thﬁt was how they

came to speak to the: young men in my father's barn.

The Volunteers who joined up on the formation
of the Companies were very good, but we had to depend

fery largely upon the: Volunteers who were also members
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of the I.R.B. TWhen the split in the Volunteers came,
that is, the Redmond split, practically the: only people
who: remained: with us and did not follow Redmond were the
I.R.B. men and of these we had about 500 in the Co.

Tyrone.

We had a training camp about that time at
Carrickmore at which J.J. O0"Connell was the Training
Officer.. He was the late Colonel 0'Connell., The:
camp, which was in the townland of Tfomague, was in the
field of a men named O'Neill. I distributed some
thirty rifles that I héd brought.from Donabate; Co. Dublin.
When I was coming with them in an old Ford car, I met

the District Inspector and a number of police,

. These rifles were.part of a consignment thét I had
got through Tom Clarke. When I went out to this man,
McAllister, in Donabate to collect them, he denied all
knowledge of rifles until I mentioned Tom Ashe, whom I
knew, and it was not until he had brought me to Tom
Ashe and got him out of his bed to vouch for my
" credentials that I would: get the rifies. I took the
rifles to Tyrone, left them at A cousin's: house and I
drove on to my dispensary distriect.. Wﬁen I went to
opén tﬁe door of the garage to put in my car, the back
axle of the car broke. It was a Ford car. If it had
broken anywhere on the road with me, I would have been
in a bad way wilth the rifles in it. I don"t know where
these rifles came from, I remember that I‘paid for them
out of my own pocket. They ﬁerezmodern type rifles
like Lee Enfields: or something like that. I knew all
about them at the time but I have forgotten now, Al]l

I remember is that there were about thirty rifles

concerned, that MeAllister hadi them buried in his:garden

[
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and that I was: sent to him by Tom Clarke to get them.

To come back to the time when I met the police,
1 was: taking these rifles to the camp to distribute them
to the;Volpnteers there. As the Inspector and & number
of poliée and a plain clothes man were returning and
had stopped their car on the road, we thought they might
try'to capture the rifles. We formed a guard of men
with revolvers, &s we had no ammnition there for the
rifles, and I asked Herbert Pim to take command. I went
up a 1ittle elevation to see whether the police were
coming in or whether they were passing on up the road
and I saw that they were: coming in with all the majesty
of the law, I éamezdown again and-three of us. - my
brother, myself and another boy - with revolvers told
them to halt. They were not going to halt. My broﬁher
stepped out and said, "Another step and down you golt
There were four.bf fi#é police thére, oné &.plain-ciéthes
man named Murray. They halted then and we asked them
what they wanted. They saidl they wanted to speak to
Mr. Pim. Pim was away behind with a big long Peter-the-
Painter 4n his hand, He came up to them and they read
out from a document that, under the Aliens Restriction
Act, he was: ordered to leavé the coﬁntry within a

certain number of days.

I. remember an incident later regafding this
detective, Murray. I think he was from Belfast.
When I was going to Liverpool on my way to Russia in
1917, which I 4id not reach then, I went into Peter
Murphy *s in Scotland Road, Liverpool. There was & man
standiﬁg at the counter talking to Mrs. Murphy when I

went in. I went to another counter and pretended to
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pick up some weekly papers. When he went out, I told

Mrs, Murphy who I was and she. said, "My goodness!

Thet man just left 1s a detective seﬁt over recently
from Ireland to keep an eye on the comings and goingsfoﬁ
Irish people“ It was only then I realised that he was
Marray,, the same man we had held up: at the camp at
Carrickmore. I had not recognised him at the time nor

had he recognised me.

To come back to the matter of'Pim"s-depoitation
order, Herbert Pim came up that night to Publin, or next
day - I forget. It was decided tﬁat they iouid not leave
Ireland. Pim, Liam Mellows, Dinny McCullough and Blythe
were involved in this: deportation order. They were the
four that were ordere&,fo leave the country under the
Aliens Restriction Order. It was decided that they
should disobey the order and remaln. I think they
were arrested subsequently and glven é term of

imprisonment for disobeying the order, or something like

- that, They were in Belfast Jail because 1 remember

Pim afterwards talking about his experiences in prison.

Tn 191l after the Redmond split, Casement had
gone to America and the war had broken out a few days
previously or a few days later. There were some meetings
I attened but nothing that I can remember of much
consequence., I had a letter from Joe McGarrity. He
was confused.. He was Chairmen of the Commlittee in
America that was responsible for raising mopey for the
Volunteers. He was confused about the whole issue in
Ireland, about the split in the Volunteers, and wondering
how. they were and he wrote tb me, or cabled - I forget
which. He wrote I think. I sent the letter to Tbm

Clarke together with & copy of a cable I was: sending in
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reply to McGarrity's letter., I think I said, #TFrust
friend: who will arﬁive;with youw soon', This réferred
to Casement. Tom told me that we cbuxﬁ.not give such
credentials to Casement, that he had.been responsible
for handing over the Volunteers to John Redmond. I
came up to Dublin then to talk this matter over with
Tom Glarke. -

As a result of my talk with Tom Clarke, I
volunteered to go to America myself at my own expense
to clear up the situation to-the people: over there,

Seén McDermott got me: my ticket and all that was

necessary to go. I paid my own way, I think I went

third-class, At least, I came back third-class, I
may have: gone out second-cldss, but I know I came back
third-class, I was back on the same bost with Tom Ashe
who was second=-class while T was third, and we: arrived

at Derry.

"I believe when Casement had<gone to Americe he
got: some kind of a formsl introduction to the: Clen na
Gael there, but there was some'kind of suspigion .
concerning him amongstfthe Clan na Gael, Then the
Redmond split had confused the whole thing in their

- minds, That. is why Joe McGarrity wrote to.me: to clear

the: matter up and I bhad volunteered to go the United
States to explain in detail on the spoit how things
stood: in Ireland and what the real feelings of the I.B.B.‘

werefin Ireland about these matters.

When I arrived in the United States I went to Joe

.MceGarrity®s house: in Philadelphia. I forget where it

was 1 landed, but it was on a Sunday T think, Next

day we came: over to New York and met Devoy, and

Casement also,



0f course, by this time: Casement had established
himself in the confidence of the Clen na Gael because
the Howth gun-running had taken place in the meantime
and Casement had told them all about this: before it
actually happened, the preparations: for it and the
arrangements; made, so that, when the news of the Howth
gun-running reached America, they accepted the fact that
he was largely, if not entirely, responsible for this
event. Joe McGarrity told me afterwards that he and
Casement had gone walking out that Sunday night of the:
Howth gun-running, expecting some news of it at any
moment. He said they stood gazing anxiously eastwards
as 1if, by the: very intensity of their gaze, they could
see over the distance what was happening in Ireland
Tt was: & stupid but natural kind of thing to do.

Consequently Casement was 1n high favour with the
Whole of them when I arrived and he needed no credentials
| from me: or anyone else: at that stage. The: Howth
gun-running had set him up with the: €lan na Gael.
They believed - and I believe that that was: so - that
Casement‘wasachiefly responsible for. the Howth gun-running.
I understand that it was he made contect with Ghil&efa
and arranged for the services of his yacht and it was
he who was able to interest Mrs. Green 1n the project.
 Though the deteils in Ireland mey bave: been dealt with
- by someone else, I belleve it was Casement who made

these arrangements. '

Casement was staying with Joe: MeGarrity at this
time and he wrote: and published several articles in the
papers; there: at the time, which were: all very good.
1 It was at this: time that he published the: article, which

lwas re-printed in pamphlet form afterwards:;, entitled



8Ireland, Germany And The Freedom of The: Seas™, I -
took home a copy of it with me: to Ireland later.

Casement toldi me: what he was going to do, that he
was going to Germany, and I offered to go with him,
He: had & document written out about forming the Irish

-, Brigade amongst British prisoners-of-war.

T brought home two thousand pounds in gold -

. which was sent from the Clan na Gael to the I.R.B. in
Ireland, and seven hundred pounds in gold for Pearse's
school, St. Enda's, from Joe MeSarrity. The: £700
wWaS & persqnal céntributiqn to Pearse for the running
of his: school. I believe I have Pearse's receipt for
the £700 still. If I can lay my hands én this, I will
hand. it in to the Bureau &s it mey be of some

historicél 1ntérest.

Tom Ashe: had been in Americe at the same time: on
a mission of raising funds for the Gae;ic Ieague and we
travelledihohe on the same éhip, though he: was second-
class and I was: third, ' When we: arrived at Derry, mheme
. the ship docked, I anranged with Ashe that he would take
" !the gold T carried and bring it eshore with him a&s, if
lit wes observed by the Customs men or anybody like that,
' T would have difficulty in explaining what it was
flwhereas Ashe could claim that it was money eollected for
iguhe Gaellc League. Actually; there was no t}ouble about
;Zit.. He declared what it was: and 1; passed without
‘comment, They were only too glad to see the gold
:;coming into the coqﬂ%rf. I waé asked no duestions.
fB'was travelling under my own nauwe, but registered as
.d,farmer, and I might have brought‘anything in with me

" for all the notice that was taken. Then Tom and I went

on & late train from Derry to Beragh. We went to ny
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father'"s house and stopped that night. We: came to
Dublin the next dey. |

I had thissdoeumenp from Casement about the
formation of theaBrigaderin'Germany and it was read out
at a meeting of the Supreme: Council of the I.R.B.

When Casement gave me the copy of this;docﬁment, I asked
him did he: want me {o take it over to Ireland and he,
knowing the danger of carrying such a document, said
neither yes nor no. I don't think that in this he was
asking for sanction for-the’proposal, but merely
1hforming us and the I.R.B. Supreme Council that he: was
proposing to go aheéd with this project. As-he did not .
tell me not to take it, I took the document with me t&
Ireland and it was, as I sald, read out to the Suprene
Gbuncil.. Documents: of this nature were not a usual

thing in I.R.B. transsctionsi. . They were too dangerous;

When I brought the document home, I gave it to

; Tom Clarke and it was he read it to & meeting of the

| Supreme: Council., After having read it, he said to

+ them, "Now. you have all heard this and you understandl

: what 1& in it, so we will destroy 1t" - and he put &

match to it on the spot. I had made no copy of it and

. there: was: now nothing of this historic document excépt

" the memory of it.

The reaction of the meeting of the Supreme Council
to this proposdition was that they had &ppréved of his
going to Germany and,.if he thoughi he could do some
good in this project, well, let him fire away and perhaps
some good might coﬁe out of it; at any rate, he was
doing this on his own and they could not stop him anyhow;
it would be good if it worked out and, if it 4id not

work, there would be .no harm done.
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I don"t think there: was anything of importance
to note. then. We had various meetings: of the
Supreme Council of the I.R.B. but there was nothing
that I can remember of note until the last meeting
of the Supreme Council before the Rising.. This
- was held in the Town Hall, Clontarf, and was, I
think, about February, 19ié6. Tt may possibly
have been January, but my recollection is: that it was
February. I'ha&,been'cOFOpted as a member of the

Supreme Council some time late: in 1914.

There has: been a lot of talk éinée that the
actual date for the Rising was fixed at that meeting,
but that is not my recollection of what took place
there. The matter of a rising was discussed as it
had been discussed at other meetings and Easter was

vaguely mentionedi.

I remember at this meeting the situation must
have been pretty tense because Tom Clarke said, "lf
we are raidéd. what do we dé?' Do we:resist?“; énd
it was: agreed that we should resist arrest. m
Everyone produced his revolver to show that he was
ready for such an event, except P.H. Pearse who
rather shamefacedly admitted tﬁat.he had forgotten
hiésrevolverléhat morning. It was also decided that
after that meeting each member of the Supreme Council
would resist arrest if any attempt was made to
arrest him, It was assumed, I think, that'the
Government knew more about the I.R.B. than they
actually did know. That was the situation ﬁhen the

meeting began.

Mick McGinn, who was originally from Omagh, was
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d then caretaker of the Clontarf Town Hall. He used to be

| & baker when he lived in Omagh. He was: a baker for Dan

Hackett who had a. grocery store there. The local priesx
| in Omagh preached oné Sunday against the Fenians.
; After that Dan Hackett asked McGinn was: he at Mass thet
1 day, and he said he was, at first Mass. He ssked, "Did
| you bear what the priest sald?*  Mick said he did. ”
. Then Dan asked him, *Did you know what it was: all about?"

Mick said, ®"No"™, he did not know., “Well", he said,

Yyou are the only men in Omagh who dia noe know: what it

' was; about®.  Then he said to him, "You had better clear
|

jout. I don"t want you any more“ ‘ The priest hae .
© &lmost pointed to McGinn during his,sermon. Mick eould
‘not get any other job there, and so he came to Dublin.

fHe was then caretaker of the Clontarf Town Hall., I

ldon”t know what period that was, but he told me himself
|about his work with Dan Hackett., He had & little farm

4&190 near Omagh and Dan Hackett wanted to be good enough

Wto buy this farm from him, but Mick wouldn"t sell -
dat least, not at Dan's price. Dan Hackett wags the
ﬁfather of Professor ﬁackett here: at the: University and of
hMrs. McKean who was prominent here- for some time in
public affairs.

“ Amongst those present at that last meeting of the
Supreme Council were Dinny MeCullough, Sefin McDermott,

J.Eem Clarke, Patrick Pearse, myself. The representative
'of Leinster was absent. I think his name was Sefn Tobin,

%e used work 1in some garage - Thompson“e The rest

Lere all present, as far as 1 remember, though I forget

some of their names. ~Joe Gleeson from Liverpool was one

of them. There was Pat McCormack from Scotland, but L

- am not sure whether he was at the meeting or not. I

!
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knew him afiterwards and I must have met him on the Supreme

Council, . He w&ssrepreséntative of Glasgow or Scotland.

- I don"t remember who was from London. I have heard his
. name since, but personally I cén't vouch for it, whoever

. he was:, Diarmuid Lynch, of course, was there

representing Munster. Dinny McCullough represented
Ulster and Sefin McDermott was there as the representative

of Connacht.

I had learned either before this meeting - I
think I learned it béfore - that there was.é Militery
Committee formed. I know that it waslformed.for the:
purpose of drawing up detailed plans for é revolution,
or in case of &.Gefm&n landing. This Military Committee
was like a sub-committee of the Supreme Council. It

came into existence I think early in 1915, I think,

5 at anj rate, that it came into existence subsequent to

| my becomingla‘memben*of the Supreme Council, though I do

not remember the actual meeting at which it was
established or brought into being. waever, I knew of
its existence and its purpose. It was: appointed by the

"Supreme Council and consisted of members of the Supreme

Council together with other members outside the{COuncil,

like James: Connolly.

Connolly was brought into the organisation as a

member at large, that is, he was not attached to any

‘Circle but took the oath as a member at large. So Tom

Clarke told me. I think Tom&s McDonagh and Joe Plunkett

were also brought into the I.R.B. in the same way, as

| members at large, and about the same time,

The Military Commitee was subject to the authority

of the Supreme Council. Tt was supposed to submit whatever

~
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. plans it might draw;up to the Supreme Council for

ﬂ approval. It did draw up these plans and I heard them

dﬂscuésed - at least, in general outliné - some time

prior to the: Rising.

I forget Just who were the members of the Military
Comﬁittee, but I know Connolly was: on it, because Tom
Clarke toldi me that Connolly was very good at this sort
of thing, that he had been'cnnnected with a revolution

| in South America, or somewhere, in his: time, and
L therefore knew something of the practical details of these
things. Whether that was true or not, I don't know,

’.
At that meeting of the Supreme Council my

recollection is - I may be wrong, or I may have taken it
up wrong, but it is my recollection - that the actual
date of the Rising was not definitely fixed, ¥
remember Pearse saying in a vague sort of way, "Around

Easter would be a good time of the year to start a

4 revolution®. Pearse spoke more: like as if he was

thinking aioud when he said this, rather than making any
. definite proposal. '

We must have discussed a revolution in some way
! at this meeting because I remember saying, in the course
of the discussion, "We don't want any more glorious

failures”, I‘went_on to say that we: should make every

gy S P

¢ effort to ensure complete success this time. The

Lsituation in relation to the Eurcpean war then in

f'progressacame into this discussion. The probaedbilities

i |
gjsend us aid and how much were all disucssed at this

of German success in the war, whether or not they would

;imeetiﬁg. T know that my attitude at the time was one:

j&of caution. I did not want our people to rush out into

- a revolution unprepared and witheut practical hope of



success, I’ had@ not then the faith in our own powers

which might have been Justified by later developments.

I felt that it would be essential that we should have
some German officers and perheps: N.C. Gﬁs, men who were
fully-trained, grofessional soldiers, as well as, of

course, the arms: which we hoped to get from the Germans.,

I think Dermot Lynch wrote in the,'Gaelic-American'
since that, that I was opposed to a reVOlution. At
least, I heard he did. I never saw the article. This

was not true.

The fact 1s that Connolly had disappéared at'this
time, and we heard that Connolly, Countess Markievicz
and Mallon had made: some kind of a pact that, if one or
other of.them, or any of them, disappeared, the remaining
- one or two would take gction by using the Citizen Army
. to start a revolution. Tom Clarke said that -the .
' Volunteers would not and should not be forced to strike
! by any action like this. My attitude was, “If one
. starts, we must all start®, so that it was qﬁite untrue
f}to say that I‘was-ag&inst“a revolution. I felt that,
ﬁhif the Citizen Army went out, we mast go out too as
:lotherwise the whole movement would fizzle out like the
ffaising of f98. It was at the Supreme Council meeting
iithat I put-fbrw&rd these: views.

Dinny MeCullough claims,‘I.believe, that Se&n

EQMeDerﬁotﬁ wes sent from that meeting to warn Countess:
‘fmarkiemicz of something or qther, but I am unable to |
| confirm or deny this. It might have been, but I don'"t
iremember anyfhing about 1it.

{ fhen again people will say now that the date of

jthe Risdng was fixed at that meeting. A1l I cen say
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abeut this fs that, if it was, the fact‘entirely
escaped me,,thoughfl was present at the meeting. My
recollection is, as I have stated, that Easter was put
forward as & kind of vegue suggestion and I have no
recollection whatever of this, or any other date,

becoming & definite decision of the meeting. As to by

~ Whom, or when, the date of the Rising was: fixed, I am

' unable to throw sny further light. The date may have

been fixed by the: Millitary Committee and put forward to

| the: Supreme: Council for approval in the way I have

stated, but T, as & member of the: Supreme Council
present at that meeting, did not apprefiate that this. ,
was 8 definite date being submitted.

I have stated that I believed the last meeting of
the Supreme Council before Easter, 1916, was held in
February. Colonel Lawless: drew my attention to what

4 John Devoy had written in his Recollections regarﬁing
. the timé when the date of the Rising was fixed, If John

Devoy be correct in stating the decision was made in
Jenuary, 1916, in.Dublin to rise at Baster, the meeting
of the Supreme Council must have bheen held earlier and
not in February. T have no ldea why I assumed the
Supreme.Council‘meeting was held in February.

It has: been said the date was fixed by that
meeting of the Supreme Council. That is hot my belief.
I distinctly remember Padraig Pearse Stating phat Easter
would be a suitaﬁle:time, for I contended that we were
not‘then in a position to fix a definite date, as we: *did
not want any more glorious defeats®, I used these w;rds

or something like theﬁ.

It was also stated thet Connolly had disappeared
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and that there was an understanding that, if he or
Countess Markieviez or Mallon (I think) disappeared, the
other two would lead out the Gitizen Army. Tom Clarke

stated that we: were not going toc allow ourselves ﬁo be

- rushed into a. premeture rebellion by any such group.

I said that, if the Citizen Army went out, we would all

f have to go as wholeséle arrests: were sure to follow and the

whole movement would filzzle out.

T don"t remember whether it was before or after

that meeting the Army Council was formed. Its function,

as I understocd it from Tom Clerke, was to draw up the:
plans:; for & revolution. I do remember that Tom told me:

the plans; for Dublin, but probably that was after the

Supreme Council meeting. If the date of the: Rising had

been fixed before the Supreme Council meeting, James
Connolly would have known of it and hence his

diisappearance would have caused no anxiety, but it did.

 Otherwise, Tom Clarke would not have said that we would

not 2llow ourselves to be rushed,

.It is possible, of course, that the date might
nave been previously fixed by the Executive of the |
Supreme Council. I do not believe that is so. As I
gsaid, the disappearance of Jaﬁesvebnnolly disproves it
and I'm certain Tom Clerke would not have concealed such

important news: from Denis MeCullough and nmyself.

I remember Diarmuid Lynch wanted inforﬁation about

~ the use of explosives and details regarding some other

things, but the use of the explosives I am certain of.
Tom Clarke got irritated by this: and showed it after the

? meeting to Denis McCullough and myself in the course of

conversation.,



Padraig Pearse may have mentioned Easter as a
suitable time for a rising just as a feeler and perhaps
noted the fact that there was no serious objection to it,
though somebody gtated that in country districts it was a

busy time of the year on account of planting crops.

It is my conviction that the date of the Rising

- was fixedi by the Executive of the Supreme €ouncil shortly
after the meeting of the Supreme Council. Ef that bg
cbfrect, the meeting must have been held in December or'
very early in J&nu&r&. Devoy 1is probably correct asl

to when he received the information. He: had an excellent
memory for'datesxand, as Casement said to me in New York
in 191);, Devoy was full of reminiscence. He was the 'same
when I met him again in 1917 and continued mentally alert
until I left New York for Russia in December, 1920.

T did not know of the definite fixing of the date
" for the Rising until the week before Holy Week. I was
. baek in Tyrone. There was & man came from Joe HcGarrity
" in the United@ States to Plumbridge.. Smith was his name.
He was: to bring a message to me for transmission to Tom
~ Clarke about the arrival of the German arms cargo on the
?V“Aud“, but he was so well watched. that he was afraid to
' get in touch directly with me and he therefore gave the
;_message to a publican there, a very decent man, named
: Peter McCullough. Smith had not been given any written
. message. He had memorised the message to be transmitted
,and he, in turn, had McCullough memorlise the message,
: which he repeated to him to give to me, giving all the
-é details: about signs and signals to be made to and from
E the ship when it arrived, McCullough came to me at
. Greencastle, explained what had happened and repeated the

;message to me that the ®"Aud®" was to arrive‘&t Fenit
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Harbour on & certain date, the signs that were to be

given from the shore and the signs in acknowledgement that

T would be sent from the: ship.

I hadi to go to a dispensary next day and had no

time.to make arrangements with a neighbouring doctor to

' do duty for me; hence I could not go to Rublin, but I

sent Hugh Rogers of Six-mile-cross: to Dublin to Tom Clarke,
having first got Rogers to memorise the message as it

had reached me.

The message to me had originated from Philadelphia
and had been sent by four different routes, so that, if

any one or more failed, some of them would get through.

I had told Rogers not to write anything but to

give & verbal message to Tom Clarke as to what action

' was: to be taken. Clarke told him that it was alright,

that they had this information already and that
everything was alright. But everything was: not alright,

in fact, as Clarke believed it was,

Apparently they had sent word back to New York,

_on receipt of this message, to delay the landing of the:

arms on the assumption that the: "Aud® was fitted with
wireless and could be informed or inétructed while at sea.
They knew-the ﬁess&ges had got to New York and would have
got to the German Embassy there, and so they assumed that
the: necessary instructions would reach the ®Aud". No

one seemed to have realised that the "Aud* hadano wireless.

' They acted on the assumption that the Germans were so

" thorough and perfect in all their arrangements that there

A would have been a means of communicating with the "Aud",

|
|

It was: this false assumption that was responsible for the

wAud®s™ aprival and no one there: to meet it and its
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eventual capture by the British naval forces.

On Holy Thursday & man named Burke who was I.R.B.

| Organiser for Ulster at the time - he became & doctor

‘afterw&rds - came to me and told me about the arms cargo
-{ on the "Aud* which was arriving. From the way he spoke
to me, i th&ught he was confused., He seemed to
indicate that this was just another arms landing similar
to the Howth gun-~running and not the preparation for a

l
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rising, as I bhad understood. I became a bit disturbed

. about this, so I went with him to Dublin to get this

matter straightened out.

On our way up to Dublin we: stopped in Monsaghan
¥with Fr, NePhillips., There was generél talk of
;revolution in the air, of course, at the time and I don't
know; whether this man said anything to Fr. McPhillips
gbout the imminence of a rising - which he should net,
fif he did - but I remember Fr. McPhillips saying to us,
| ®Pgll them in Dublin not to do anything until the
'Iéritish try to enforce conscription and then the whole

ecountry will be behind you®.
| ‘ -
So we' came to Dublin and I saw Tom Clarke as

usual.. I stayed in Tom Clarke:"s house that night.
Tom was enthusiastic about the prospect. He said there
| were at least 5,000 Germans coming and he was all

enthusiastic about how thorough the Germans were and that

| they would do things in a big way, so that I left him
' for the first train next morning as enthuslastic as

| himself,

I bought a paper at Amiens Street station and,
when I got into the carriage, I read the announcement

about the arrest of Casement. That was on Good Friday
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morning. I knew that the arrangements had all been made
for the Rising and that it would not be stopped now, but
I wondered what effect the arrest of Casement would have

on the whole thing.

I think it was that evening or on Saturday

‘horning that Dinny McCullough reached my father's house
| and I wented to have the latest news from Tom Clarke

so that there would be no mistakes made ‘locally.

I sent my sister and two Miss Owens from Beragh
up to Dublin on the last train to see Tom Glarke and find

- out what the latest situation was: and what our future

_ hopeless but we: must go on®.

programme was. One of them came back that night - Josie
Owens. She was afterwards the wife of District Justice
O'Hanrahan of Donegel. She told me that she saw Tom
Ciarke and that her_information from Tom wasﬁ "It 1is

We did not know anything further. The Belfast

E_Volunteers-had come: as far ass Coalisland. We were

waiting for my sister and the other Miss Owens to get
SOme more ;nformation'from them on Sunday. I had
learned for tﬁe first time that the Belfast men were
joining us when Dinny MeCullough came to my father's
house on Good Friday night or Saturday moraing. |

of course, I had known the general plan the Rising
was: to follow in Ulstef for a long time. I got that from
Pearse a long time before the Rising, sometime between
January and April. It was generally to the effect that
we would concentrate at Bellcoo and hold the line of the
Shannon, the general anticipation being that a German
landing was to be expected in the west of I;eiand, thgt

our job would, therefore, be to hold the line of the:



§hénnon,tp prevent enemy forces crossing into Connacht
and that, if the Germans were not to come, we would be
gifen other plans. But we never got the other plans.
At the time I got this;pi&n from Pearse, 1 asked him

what ebout the police barracks throughout the country,

would we deal with these as we passed along, and his

reply was, "Don"t waste time dealing with police*, )

Now: I can"t remember whether the Volunteers
had arrived from'éelfast to Coslisland on Saturday or not,
but if they had not, they arrived.there on Sunday
morning. I discussed the: plans; with McCullough. We |

hadi no very serious discussion about them. We both

_ knew the plans and we were prepared to carry out the

. orders;, but we: were waiting for the last-minute

instruction which we expected to reach us by my sister
and Miss Cessie Owens, both of whom are still alive.

The girls got & train from Dublin as far as
Dundalk on Easter Sunday. From there they took a taxi

| home to Garrickmore, arriving about 2 p.m. They

brought with them the: 'Sunday Independent' which contained

| McNeill's; order cancelling the Volunteer parade for that

day.

Dinny McCullough then got worried about his men.

VAssthey were already out, he did not want them to suffer

if anything turned up. We:did not want aﬁy isolated
incidents occurring. So he thought the best thing to
do would be to get them back as quickly &s possible to
Belfast, We went up to Coalisland and MeCullough
mstered his; men. He marched them off to either

Cookstown or Dungannon - I forget which - to get them on

| the train back to Belfast.
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That was the last information we had on the matter

until Monday night. Just as it was gettlng dark, a

gentleﬁan - I forget his name, but he is Maeve Kavenagh's
husband -~ came to me with a.note‘from Padraig Pearse, |

UWe: start at noon to-day. Carry out your ordersh,

(I think I cen give you that document. I have it

t

somewhere and I will look it upaé

I started out then and got in touch with Fr,.

 O'Daly. I got him up out of his bed at four e'elock
i in the morning and I told him what was on. He

decided to mobilise Fintone and what men he had in |

| Clogher. He. was to go to Fr. Coyle in Fintona who wﬁuld
get the men there. Fr. McNeelis: in Beragh was also

" inflormed by Fr. O'Daly. I warned the men at Six-mile-~cross
lmyself and sent wérd to Omagh and Dungannon, I forget
jhow.I sent the messages to these places and to thé

' otber men around locally, but the instruction was to’
mobilise on the Tuesday night.

Herbert Pim was around at that time. I had told
the men in the message 1 had.sent that they were to
. mobilise, each Unit in its own area, where they would
jreceive further ins;ructions.' Pim aésumed ecommand, made

my father's place: his headquarters and stated that the

|men were 211 to come therea' I thought at the tine,

perhaps from what he said or from the way he acted, that
he had sent word out to the men to this effect, but

'apparently he had not. The result was: that only one man
with a rifle turned up there, so that I thought the whole

mobilisation was a.flop;

At this stage Fr. 0'Daly and Fr. McNeelis turned

up. We began to discuss what would be done, supposing
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we d1d take steps then to mobilise the men. I stated
that the orders were that we should go to Bellcoo and
they asked me what we were to dé when we gop to Bellcoo.
They said,, “ff you go there, you will be in a strange
country whefe you don't know the people. There isn't
even any friendly houée you can seek food in. ﬁt's> ‘
obvious now that there: is going to be no German laﬁding.
So what are you going to do at Bellcoo? If we are in
Tyrone, we know the country, we: know our friends and we
know our enemles®, Aﬁhat was the general gist of their
argument and the§ suggested we had better disband the men
ﬁntil thé following Thursday or Friday when we: might .
expect to have some definite word of what was happening
and what we were to do., We then decided to dismiss -

the men that had been mobilised. | v

I thought then I had better visit the places

- where I had sent word for the men to mobilise in their

own areas; and I found every man standing by there,
They were waiting for orders and so I told them to go
home for the present. I had only a limited amount of
petrol left in my car and I started off to warn the
Dungannon men., There were two ways they might come.
I took the near way and weﬁt as far as I thought my
petrol would allow me to go and get home on, without
meeting them, but I found afterwards that they had'coie
the other way, through Donaghmore and: Pomeroy. They
arrived some time early in the morning at one of the
centres where they wefe to mohilise and, of course,

they had to go back again. There were at least 500

| men who turned out in Tyrone, that is, not counting the

men from Belfast. I am speaking here of the Tyrone men

alone. Of this; number of Volunteers, all of them were

J.R.B. men.

N -
-t
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On Tuesday afternoon we got the ammunition - .

that was our store of ammunition for the Rising - and I

| brought it to my father‘*s place. I told my brother 'to

leave this ammunition at the house:of another brother

. who was not connected with national a&ffsirs in any way,

so as to have it away from my father*s house. He hid

11t amongst the turf and thought it was quite safe there,
but the police came on Thursday. Paddy Ryan and a

f fellow named Béyle were there., When we. saw the paélice,

I cleared out and they cleared out also, leaving their
revolvers behind them. They had no time to get them
but I hedi kept mine with me. and got away. I had two
revolvers, as a matter of fact. Assuming that I woul@_
be arrested if I were: caught, I had made up my mind that
I was not going to be taken if I could help it but,

as: 1t happened, they were not looking for me. They

were just looking for the ammunition which they found.
There wére soldiers and police: on the raiding party.

The turf house: was the first place they searched and
they found it. Tt was only then I learned where it was
because I thought it had been put in a. place of safety.

ur ammunition was gone then. There was nothing
we could do anyway. lidid not go back to my father's

house. I may have gone back that evening for clothes

{ or something like that but I dared not stay around there.

T did not know where to go. A cousin of nmine,
Michael McCartan, & veterinary surgeon, was with me.
We: made for the hills in the direction of his home,
put without any definite idea even as to where we were:

heading for and what we were going to do. His house wes

| no more safe then my father's house, &3 he and his

brother were both active. On the way we were passing
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another c¢ousin's place, He was a man who lived alone.
We went into tﬁe barn there and lay down for the night.
I had a rug with me which I had brought along as I
thought we: would probably have to sleep out, so we made
ourselves as;comfortablelaszwe could in the barn and had
a good sound sleep,. until the man came in there: in the
morning and found us. He got the fright of nhis life
when he saw us there, I stayed there then with this
man all the time. I was being searched for by the
police who kept watcﬁ on all my relations. They had

searched relations and priests who were friends of mine:

. as far around as Armagh and Monaghan and a8ll the time I
- was hardly half & mile away from my father's house,

- which turned out to be.the safest place.

After a little while, I was knocking around from
place to place. It was easy enough then to escape
detection though the police never ceased looking for me.
I found that the: Catholic policemen wéme worse than the
others, as they were most assiduous in their efforts to

find me.

‘ There was a Unionist chap who actually did not
know where: 1 wasg, but he used tell the police in a
jocular sort of a way where I wé55 or where I was likely
to be, just I think for the sake of giving them the
trouble of searching these places. I think he was
merely having a:bit of fun at the expegse'of the police,
but he was: doing a lot of talk like this that I thought
might become dangerous. I sent word to him to mee£ me:
at a certain place on any night that would suit him, but
he refused to_meet me . He stopped talking after that.
He said he did not realise: that his talk might have the

effect of getting me caught. He gave as his reason for
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not meeting me that, if I were arrested afterwards, he

would be blamed for my arrest.

My people saw the R.I.C. continuously watching for

me. They kept a constant watch on my father's house: in

case I should turn up there which, of course, I never did.

|- - Wnile:I was on the run at this time an amusing

incident occurred in the house I was staying in that

seemed like a narrow escape. It was a good distance from
|

'the first place I had been staying in. This was a couple
of months: after the Rising. -~ I was in this friend's house

'Lnd the man and his wife and children were away at their

;brother-in—lam“s place. This house was a publichouse
‘and grocery shop in the couhtry. The local Sergeant
Jturn,ed in there this day and he asked the boy in the shop,

a lad of about 17 or 18, where the boss was. The lad

told him he was at Kildress.. The Sergeant said, "I just

anted to see him because there is: a rumour out that

._.‘_E

r. McCartan is stopping here® - and I was in the house:

‘at the time. The Sergeant, having made a purchase of

‘t’,___

alf a pint of whiskey, went away and the boy came up to

ﬁell me what had happened. He said, "I'm afraid I have
!given you away", I said, “How?" ‘HeAtéld me what
 happéned and séid, "T*m suré Ifbiushed all over when he
'‘mentioned your name#.' I t0ld him not to be worried at
'all, that it would be alright. When the man end his wife
“came back, B'toﬂd them about this inecident. We put out
the fire in the room where I was staying, leaving as

1ittle sign of oceupation as possible around the room.

P ' The Sergeant came agaln to the: house later and

this: man, Mr, MeCullough, took him into the: kitchen.

"‘As I. thought he might search the house, I decided to get

-put‘while the Sergeant was in the: kitchen, I came
|

|
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downstairs and, taking a coat from the hall as I pessed,

went out the: back way, I got into the: barmn, A

friend of mine «~ one of the men from around - was with

me and, having arrived in the barn, I began to look at the

coat. T seid to him, "Who owns this coat? It's a

strange looking coat", , He: said, "“What the hell's the

difference? There'é five: or six. coats there: in the hall®,
We had another look &t it and then we discovered that m

it was the Sergeant's coat I had taken from the: hall,

We then had to smuggle the Sergeant's coat back again

to where I had got it in the hall aﬁd take another one.

However, the: Sergeant was still occupied in the kitchen

and: nothing happened. He did not search the house.

He took their word for it that I was not there.

In another house I was in, that is;,, the: cousin's
house, an R.I.C, man came along whi;e:I was there to
get the tillage returns. I feared when he ceme that he
might be: looking for me but he did not see anything
there,. Thege were the only two occasiéns-that I came:
anywhere near arrest during thét period. These were

amusing incidents during my period on the run that time,

There were a number of lads:, whom I knew and who
knew where: I was, that I used to get around with. They
told me about a chap - he: was an Hibernian - who was

~doing some talking about my possible whereabouts. . He
actually did not know where I was, but he was
conjecturing openly that X must be at this house of a
cousin of mine who lived alone, because he said‘he had
observed, at & time when this man was out working iﬁ the
fields, that there was smoke coming from the chimney

showing that there was somebody still in the house.

We thought this kind of talk might be dangerous. To
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!l give him a fright, I told a cousin of his, who did know

+ where I was, to get this fellow along to his house one
night. Having arranged that he: should be sitting in a

:@ certain position facing the light, on an arranged signal,
I walked in with a knapsack on my back and a gun in my
nhand. He was warned about loose talking. He was very
| annoyed with the: others. for playing this trick on him |

| but it had the_effect of keeping him from talking loosely

from then until I again appeared in public.

I used to get word indirectly from the police: -

I forget now the particular channels through which it
- came - but I got word this:i day that orders had been

recelved by the police: that I was not to be arrested and
@lso that Bulmer Hobson was not to be arrested, but we
were to he: watched and our a&sociates observed. ‘
This message céme from an R.I.C. man to a friend of mine -
;hisxmr; Mccuilough whose house: I had been staying in -
énd I did not quite believe it when I heard it. I
;p thought it might have: been & trap to bring me: out of
.hiding. ~ I sent to a Unionist friend of mine, Who is
dead since, a Master Myles in Gortin, whose house was
raided after 1916, looking for tnings of mine. He had
got & revolver of his own. They: got everything in the
& nouse except this revolver of his own which he did not
want to be found on that occasion. He: went to the Head
Consmable:in Newtownstewart, who was also a Protestant
and from whom he got word confirming the report I had

already got that I was not to be: arrested.

Then. I appeared again and was practising
medicine in my native district for about three weeks

when I was arrested one morning. That was in February,

1917. The: house was surrounded by police and the}e was
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no chance of escape. I was taken up to Dublin and placed
in Arbour Hill. I met Darreil Figgis there for the
first time. '

Some time before that I had written & letter to
Mrs,. Clarke: which was to be taken to her by hand and I
thought when I was arrested that it was becsuse: of this
leiter. I thought it had fallen into the hands of the

_police: and that that was the reason for my arrest.

T should have mentioned earlier that while I was
on the run in Tyrone, Sesmus O"Doherty sent word down
to me from Dublin that Liam Mellows had been smuggled out
to America and that, if I wished, I could be smuggled

- out there too. Some of the Chufch Street priests, the:

Capuchins, were: arranging this, I think, I had

. replied to Seamus Q'Doherty to say that I. would not go,

that I felt that there must still be a fight over the

conseription issue; although we had lost our ammunition,

we: still had the arms: and, therefore, I preferred to

remain in Ireland,

To return to my arrival fn Arbour Hill, when I.
was going in there I met: & brother of Sefn T. 0'"Kelly's

‘| coming out of the prison. He toldi me that Sefin T, had

| been arrested and was in the prison, which gave me a

certain amount of rellef because I realised then that
others: had also been arreste& and that, therefore, the:
letter I had written to Mrs. Clarke was: not the cause of
my arrest, Actually there were: about thirty of us
arrested  about that time, merely as suspects and for no

special or apparent. reason,

An iInteresting incident in cénnection with my

arrest that time was in relation to a lestter I had In my
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packet at the time of my arrest.‘ I had pockets on eéch
side: of the inside of my coat. I had a le tter from 5
young boy, as he: was then - he is now working on the
'Eveniﬁg Mail" in Dublin, or waslthe'last time I met him,
ﬁe was from Néwtownstewart. He had written me: this .
lette; which was rather indiscreetly worded - all about
the Redcoats biting the dust in Easter Week and all th&m
kind of thing. When my arrest took place, I remembered
this letter in my pocket and felt sorry that this lad
would get into trouble as & result of his youthful outburst
of enthusiasm. I removed the letters from the pocket

I thought his: letter was and pﬁt them under the mattress.
The letters and papers in the other ﬁocket hed been f
taken from my pockets by the police. I had got rid of
the papers;from one pocket but then saw that this lettér
was: amongst the papers in the other pocket.  At |
Portadown I spoke to the: District Inspector. Hé,ha&;my-

money and. things: they had taken from me. I offered to

stand them a drink and they told me they could not

sceept any treat but that, if I liked, they would buy
me a drink or cup of coffee. I had a cup of coffee,
after which I said I wanted to go to the lavatory and’a
m#nfwas sent with me. So I told him he had this
letter, the kind of a letter it was and that it could'
only result in getting this boy into trouble, for which
he was: not to blanme, The policeman pulled the lgtters
out of his pocket and said, ®Héret Pick it outi“ -
and I did so. Obviously hemdesffoyed it. Thié‘
policeman was: & Protestant and, I believe, a Freemason,
but I don't believe that any Catholic policeman would
have &cteé as: decently. I never met: him afterwards,

though I would have liked to have done so to show my

appreciation of what he had done on that occasion.
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When I arrived in Arbour Hill, I forget whethéf

Darrell Figgis was already in the cell, or whether he
cage'in afterwards, but we: were in the same cell, Jjust
the two of us. We were told we could send out for food.
My money must have been given back to me, or something
like that, because.we did send out for food. Darrell
suggested some wine also, so we sent out for a bottle of
port and we had a.graﬁd feast, I don't know whether we

finished it all that night or not.

Wé:wére in Arbour Hill for a day or two, but the
next thing was we were deported to Oxford. We: had as
an escort on the way some military chap. I don't know
who he: was, but he was a very nice fellow, a ver§
decent chap. There were nine of us in Oxford, nine

others somewhere else and we were all scattered around

in different places: over England.

Among those in Oxford were Liam Pedlar, Sefn T.
O'Kelly, Joe McBride, Scedlg, Darrell Piggis, Michael
Foley, Frank McCahe, Barney Mellows, myself and another
chap, a long, tall chap - I forget his name. At first

) we stayed in a boarding house and then Count Plunkett

heard that we were there, He had a house there that

was; vacant andt we went to live there, coocking for

‘ ourselves., ' Liam Pedlar was the cook. BHe had been in

the American army and he undertook this duty. Our menu
consisted mostly of stews. Michael Foléy and I slept
in the one bed., Michael used to tell me to get up and
that he would suffer on for a while. I think I made
the beds and c¢leaned the rooﬁs. We all portioned out

work for ourselves, We had augbod time there.

After we were a little while in Oxford, there was
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& concert one: night in Eondon. I think it must have:
been on ‘St. Patrick's Day. We decided to go to London.

; We hadt Corrigen of the firm, Corrigan & Corrigan - Michael

Corrigan I suppose it was - and Gavan Duffy.' They told
us about the concert in Eondon on St. Patrick's Day and
we all decided to go down to the concert in L@ndon,' |
We were not then confined to the area in which we were
living, so that there was nothing ageinst us going to
London. We went td London, stayed there overnight,

I think, and came back to Oxford alright.

After that we were moved from Oxford anﬂ we1were
ordered not to move outside of a five-milé radius of
Fairford. They put us: into boarding houses and we .
objected to the boarding houses, that they Were: not goad
enough. Then we were put into an hotel. It was & -
rether nice inn and very well kept., Four of us were
put into & rather nice house - & very decent man and a
very decent woman. They had.a.nicezlittle shop' I
think there were four of us there. They could not make
head or tail of what was the: trouble. Sceilg, Darrell
Figgis, myself and I forget who the fourth men WaS.

The poor woman wouldi ask us in the morning after
breakfast what we would want for dinner. 0Of courss,

none of us geve a jot but when she asked poor Darrell

' Figgis, he would: tell her what he wanted for dinner.

She could not understand us in this matter because her
husband, if he did not know after his breakfast what he
was going to have for dinner, would be angry about it,
which just went to show the difference in.temperament and

outlook between ourselves and-the English peopile.

While we were in Fairford, there were meetings and

corréspondence about going back to Ireland., We wanted
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all to do the same thing but we could not get general
agreemenﬁr The ides was to flout the deportation order
and return to our own country. We reaii&e&'that 2?ains
and boatss would be watchediaﬁd whereas one: or two might
slip away, 1t would be difficult for everyome to go at
once. We were discﬁssing the ways and means of

everybody getting back home, The decision on the matter

| was postponed and postponed until eventually the: North

Longford election came along. We: decided anyway that
some of us would go - Sefn T. O'Kelly, Darrell Piggis
&nd.myselff I think that;was\éll that left our place,
Seamus O'Doherty left his place:, wherever that was.

Derrell Riggis left one wey and Seén T. QWKeliy
and I went by the Fishguard-Rosslare: boat. We: got
somehow' or othér to Enniscorthy where we went to a msn

named Sinnott and borrowed a bicycle, went to his wife's

I.peppie in Tomcoole &nd got as far as Borris;, Co. Carlow,

where I called on Dr. Dundon and got his motor-bike,

and I landed up in Dublin.

We then went to North Longford where I, with
E&rry_Ginnell, Count Plunkett and some others, was sent
out cenvassing on behalf of the Sinn Féin candidate, Joe
McGuinness. '~ The receptions were raﬁher interesting.
Some of them were friendly. Some of them just told you -
bluntly that they were going to vote for McKenna. I
remember & wWoman whu!was-a.staunch supporter of McKenna.
Her husband was not 1n,.but she knew McKenna and McKenna
was: & decent man and they were going to vote for hinm én&f

that was all about it. They were for the Irish Party.

.{ We parted good friends. We: were shaking hands with her

on our departure and I s&id to her, "I'm going to ask

you to do something. Will you pray“for the freedom of
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Ireland?® She took my hand, looked at me and said,

v *GodW$ sake:! Ye: mey be right after alll"% My requeét

i for a prayer for Irish freedom had appareﬁtly impressed

’hef.

We came back to Dublin then. I forget where I-
Was stopping. . I don*t think I was staying in @"Doherty's,
because Seamus: 0'"Doherty had come home also from England

- and he was not stopping at home, but we used to meet

during the day at OWDoherfy’sshouse. We were all in and
{ out of O*Doherty"s. It was like: a publichouse, the

]

‘nnmber of people who came in and out there at that time.

‘ Among those who dropped in one afternoon were:

;Kevin QrShiel and a Mr. Esposito. The conversation

l&rifte&mto a discussion on the: situation in Russia.

' The result was that: Seamus O"Doherty, myself and OWShiel 

Lagreed.tha-t Ireland should send & representative.té
Russie, We: all had read some of the decisions taken

| there and believed they would be friendly to Ireland's

demands.

-~

Iater in the evening Seamus O'Doherty and I
discussed the proposal further, and Seamus, Who was
/| Secretary of the Supreme Council of the I.R.B., decided

to call a meeting of that body to discuss the proposal.

| T was not then a.iember of the new Supreme

'| Gouneil which hed been formed since: Easter Week but

| Seamus; O'Doherty was and, &s he knew I had been & member
| of the Supreme Council, he discussed matters freely
with me:, asking my advice on occasion as to how things

were done by the older Council.

o Following this: discussion with Kevin O'Shiel and
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Esposito, Seamus 0'Doherty called a meeting of the
Supreme Council‘at_his.house where thisapropcsition'dﬂ:
sending men. to Russies was put forward. What took place
then and subsequently is fully covered in the document
T had written out some years ago for Frank Thornton, .
typescript copies of which I signed a few days ago, and

it is therefore unnecessary to repeat it here.

I started off for Russia but my immediate
destination was London, to find out &there Whether I could
get a ship to Russia. Kevin O'Shiel left me at the boat
in Dublin and I think the only disguise I wore was ak
pair of plain spectacles, There Wereldetectives around

but either they did not recognise us or, at any rate,

'~ they did not bother us. As I had been awey from Duniin

for a few years, these were probably new men who did not

recognise me.

When T went-to London I stopped at Gavan Duffy's
and there 1 madelcontact with Andrew Ef Malone's friend,.
a Russidian named Maiskey. I called to Maiskey;s address
but he was not there at the time as he had goné to
Petrogad, but there was an Irish girl there who was &
governess in Maiskey'"s house. When I found she was

Irish, I began to ask her questions as to whether Maiskey

"had &ny'friends that I could call on. She gave me the

names of two aﬁd, when I questioned her as to which af
these was: closer to Maiskey, she indicated the name of

Dr. Gavrunskey.

T ealled on Dr. Gavrunskey and told him who If
was. I was travelling under the name: of Fitzgerald
at the time but I also gave him my real nane. 1

discussed my mission with him and it was agreed between
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us that I would write a statement to give to hinm,

?1nviting the friendly interest of the Russlan Government

in the Irdish struggle for independence, and that he would
':get this; document to Russia through the diplomatic post
'gsamchel, I don't know what Gavrunskey's position was.

.1 presume he was some kind of a Russian agent.

- ~ Wnen I went back, I drafted the document which
';Gavan bDufiy reed over and he transilated this into French.
W.P. Ryan transisted it then into Irish. The three
5copie$ of this: document - in English, Irish and French =
isigned by me on behalf of the Provisional vaérnment of
itheaI&ish Republic, were then handed to Dr. Gavrunskey

"for transmission to the Russian Government.

| When I was leaving London to go to Liverpool, &s
we gathered that there might. be & better chance of getting
Ea boat:. from Liverpool, I told Gavrunskey that we wanted
;to keep in touch with him and I gave him the names of
\cavan Duffy and Larry Ginnell. Ginnell being & member
lof Parlisment, Gavrunsiey said he would rather see the
?Deputy, meaning Ginnell. I brought Ginnell around to see
Ihim,  Gavrunskey was a doctor. He hed entered my name
!when I calle& to see him, in his book of patients, as
\Fitzgerald and he then also entered Ginnell as a patient

''in case, I suppose, that any question might arise as to

-

iwhy we had called on him. The arrangement was:made that

Jany further correspondence between ourselves and the |
QRussian Government, or vice versa, would then go through
ﬂG&vrunskey-gn&.Ginnell.

|
|

I went on then to LEiverpool and reportedl to Peter

|
o . '
ﬂMurphy. T remained there for a few nights; and then I
;moved to the home of a woman named McCarthy to stay.

i

The I.R.B. in Liverpool took charge of the business of
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&There was: one due in about & month"s time but there was

|some doubt as to whether or not it was going to Archangel.

s'E
I

| Just then Presideni:Wﬁlson's.speech was published,
1%in which he: enunciated hi$‘fameus”Fourteen Points, and!
there was some talk of the Irish Republican prisoners
!being released. Discussing the situation with some of ‘the
hI.R;B. men in Liverpool, Murphy, Garrity and I forget
iwho the others were, we decided that it would be a good
:idea if I draftedlan appeal to President Wilson, basedron
his Fourteen Points: speech, and got the prisoners to

sign it immediately they came out of jail.

! T started off for London, went to Gavan Duffy’s

fand he agreed that the suggestion was a good one. ﬁ
qthink it was. on a Sunday morning I arrived in Gavan Duffy's
}and Mrs. Gavan Duffy brought me to the house of Eva

lGore Booth, the sdster of Countess Markievicz. We:

. Went there to see: if she knew when the Countess was

tlg%being released, but she d4id not know. While there I

,Jmet Lady Ainslelgh. She: was from Antrim, I was rather
lwsurprised to find somebody of her type: associating with

"the friends of Countess Markievicz.. '

E
t
| | . Co
[ We then went to Pentonville Jail and saw Fr, Carey.

lWe asked Fr, Carey when the prisoners would be released
~and he said he did not know. We said we supposed it

hwould take some time to get them fitted out with clothes
fbut he replied that they had all got their clothes already.
uHe said he would advise us to watch the trains that

A
ﬁevening. We: went from there to Euston Station, only to

|
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find thet the prisoners had left by a previous train.

.‘I took the mail train for Holyhead just as I stood and
“caught up with the released prisoners on the boat at

Holyhead.

E' I made contact with the men on the boat. I asked

'

for Dlarmuid Lynch and Tom Ashe, whom I knew best amongst

Wthem, and T told them about my propasals:., They suggested

lconsulting de: Valera on this, as he: had been the
;prisnners' Commandant. De: Velera came into the cabin
3

I .

where we were on the ship, and after some discussion he

gbrought in Eoin McNeill. They all agreed with the
iproposition. Professor McNeill then and there sat down

to write out the draft statement on the way to Dublin.

;Fhe arrangement was made that the officerd were to sign it.

This;was an amendment to my proposal, I forget who I
!
'had arranged should sign it. At any rate, they decided

!
dfhat this document to President Wilson should be signed

by 2l1ll the Volunteer afficers amongst the released

”Lrisoners. The method of getting this document to
{
kmerica.wassalso discussed,

w The draft of the document, as it was written by
|McNeill was: taken by me to Seamus GﬁDoherty. Mrs,
0'®oherty prepared & large linen h&nﬁkerchief by starching
iit and ironing it out stiff. We copied McNeill"s draft

'on to the handkerchief, writing with marking ink.

|

d Later that evening - it was on a Monday - we

4

brought this handkerchief to where the prisoners were
ihaving a photograph taken - I think it was at the Mansion

House -~ and there the document was signed by them.

After the document had been signed, the handkerchief

}

]ﬁas washed, that is, all the starch washed out of it,



i

| | |

|
11

F(I!.ea‘vimg, the writing and signatures perfectly legible.
K

Jl This, in its now soft comdition, was carefully sewn
h

| inside the lining of my vest.

1

B
o
:

T think 1t was that dey I met de: Valere &t his own

'ﬁhouse* ‘He 1ived then in Munster Street and I called
*there with Seamus: O"Doherty. I was going to tell him
E sbout the other document which I had signed on behalf of
the Provisionsl Government of the: Republic, but Seamus
fadvised me &g&inst this. He said, "You have authority
ifrom the Supreme Council to sign and there's no use
'Hr&king up. difficulties, so you had better éay nothing",

\“
h :
* T started back then for Liverpool. I must have:

'gone by the Holyhead boat because I arrived in Liverpool
&about four o'clock in the morning. I went to Garrity's
{when I arrived there, and that day I had to join the |
Fboat, *The Balticr, for New York.

J
ih
\
1

i The first ship I had arrenged #o sail on was the

ﬂAndeniaJ with Tommy O"Connor. T.P. G"Connor and
Hazleton, M,P., were sailing for America as passengers.,
%TOmmy chbnnor had arranged with one of the men, ﬁho had .
hsﬁgned on and who -then did not want to sall, to let me go
 T1n his plece and answer to his name. The ship d4id not
isail that day, however, after I had reported on board.
'That night the boatswain, who was looking for & tip or
fsomething, came up truculently to me to demand, "When did.
,5you sign on?*, as he did not remember having seeﬁ my face
1ﬁlready. B; of course, had not signed at all, having
1bnswered somebody"s:name who had signed on. I said I
(had' signed on on Friday, but he seemed & bit sceptical
}ébout this. After a consultation between O'Connor and

*myself about this, we decided I had better leave the ship

}ﬁefore she sailed, as this man might give me away or
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. report his suspicions to someone. We threw & pilank on
: :?to the{quaysidé to enable us -~ Tom and I - to get ashore:
. }Eand some of the other se&ﬁen, thinking we were slipping
JEOff to get & drink, helped us. When Tom went back to
:ithe ship, he took over my kit and put it with his own.

" _ _
. When they discovered my absence, the mystery was

 qhoW‘m?had got ashore, This was the next day. As Tom
?told me aﬁpenward&, one: of the other men said, when
iqnestioned. that I was sitting beside him at breakfast
.fthat morning, which of course I was not., Discussing
dkthis;with Tommy O'Conrior afterwards, he told me about this
‘man saying that I was sitting beside him at breakfast and
 the speculation as to who or what I was. It seems they

. ' had taken me: to be an American because of a gold tooth

they had noticed that I had. So nobody was very much

t
worried about me.

.l!‘:

After that it was arranged that I would sign on as
+‘ .
‘&n able-bodied seaman on another ship, the "Baltich,

and I arrived in New York without further incident.

'ﬁ It was: on & Sunday when I arrived in New York and
1I'I tried to get in touch with John Devoy, but I did not
‘know his address and the: *Gaelic American' office: was shut.
1 called up: Jerry ﬂﬂLeary.on the: telephone: and asked him
:hfdr-Devoy”s address, but he, of course, being suspicious,
Twould not-givefmeznevoy'S-adﬁress. I theni:headed for
ﬁJoeeMcGarrdty in Philadelphis and he and I came back to

iNew York the following day to see Devoy.

When I left the ship, I brought nothing with ne

iexcept the clothes I wore, which included, of course, the
It

g#eﬁm containihg the precious document'sewn into it.

’ .

i

My seaman’s kit, sea boots and dungarees and such things
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; were;ail that. I left behind on the ship. Theehandkegchief
;;with the sdigned statement on it was: taken out of the vest
- on that, Sunday night by Mrs. McGarrity who did the
‘necessary riﬁping of thezlininé. |
When we met Devoy, I showed him the handkerchief
5‘document, I also told him about the document I had sent
ﬁ_to:Russia, signed by myself on behalf of the ?rovisional
';Government of the: Irish Republie. I told him that T
proposed to write & similar document, signed by me on
;' behalf of" the: Provisional Government, and addressed to
‘the Presidient of the United Statesi, to be handed %o him
‘&t the: same time as this document written on the:

fhandkerchief.

P I wrote that document in the 'Gaelic American'
office and, when Devoy read it, he told me to show it to
!Judge Cohalane, who was living at that time up at some
«wlake in the: mountains. The Judge'read‘over my statement
and the only addition he made to it was to insert the
|i:\r.orcls, *of course® somewhere in the décument; I wés
freceive& in a ver& friendly way by the Judge and 1 was

}impressed by the: way he: 1lived there. Théy seemed to
'have a model household, family Rosary at night and all
. that sort of thing, just as it might be in 8 country house

. in Ireland. -

| "Coming back to New York the next day, we had
photostatic copies made of the handkeréhief and we typed
‘and I signed the other document.

John D. Moore came down With me to Washington and

f@e delivered the documents to Mr. TPomelty, who was
'Secretary to President Wilson. When I called there, I
" ;

found a Monaghan man outside Tomelty's office.

|
|
at
bt



’:Tbmelty himself was of Irish descent but a bad type
;because, being Irish, he felt that he dare not show any
‘favour to the Irish cause. I found that in many cases
lfthe best types were: the pure Americans without any Irish’

ﬂbloodu They were more fearless and less afraid to be

!‘regarded as partissan. Of course, Tomelty's position

‘as:Wilson“sxsecretary and knowing how little love for
i
' ITreland Wilson had, way have restrained him, but he
received the document and we: parted. The whoile thing was
|

ve ry informal.

P '
. About the time that I had arrived in New York,

iT;P. O"Connor had given out some kind of a statement to
. the press: there. I remember Devoy talking to me about
this. He gave me a copy of the statement and asked me
Eio write an answer to it for publication. My answer

ﬁas;gublished-then in the *Gaelic American'.

f There were several meetingss of the Clan nﬁ Gael
;ﬁhich Lism Mellows and I attended. We: were: discussing
ia mission to Germany. First, we were both to'go to
‘Germany. Then Liam Mellows was fo go there and I was to
‘go to Liverpool to make arrangements for the receiving of
%équipment, which Liam Mellows hoped to get and take owver ‘
xin a submarine.. Later, it was decided that both of us
I%oul&.go to Germany and that I would remain in Germany

iés Irish representative, or, if found unnecessary, that

ione or both of us would return to Ireland with the

ﬁunitionsAthat we hopedi to get.

Eﬂ I left the U.S.A. on a Belgian relief ship on the
52h$h October on my way to Germany, but was arrested in
Egalifaxa I was kept in & military prison in Halifax for

Jébdut two months - ten weeks actually. The: great

|
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‘explosion when two munition ships collided in Halifax

eHarbour took place while: I was in prison there. It was: on

!an island T think: I'was 1n prison.

| 'From this point,onwards, the details: of my activities
Yare given fully in my book, "With de Valera in America“

I spent a lot of time and gave a lot of thought in

Jm:hecking the details when.I.wrote:this)book, so that what

ﬁI have stated there is better dealt with than I could

|
'deal with it now,

[

i I

l . Signed: Mm%f'&ﬂ/
}‘H {(Patrick McCarte%
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The. Appendix "A' attached to this statement'is
a copy of my report;ia;thé President of Déil fireann
made on my return from Russia in 1921. The feport
is dividé&.into five parts:as=follows;
{1) Hopes of Recognition (of the: Irish
Republic)..
(2) Conditions in Russia,
(3) Personal treatment.
(l) Foreigners in Moscow.

(5) Commercial affairs.

This was for the purpose: of convenience in dealing with
these various aspects. Together they constitute

my fulli report on my mission asi Envoy of the Irish
Republic to Russia.

The Appendix "B* is a copy of the manuscript
draft of a.letter'writﬁen by me to John Devoy froﬁ
Philadelphia on 19th April 1919. I do not now
remeﬁben-whether-on'not & copy of this letter was
actually delivered to Mr. Devoy, but even if it was not
it throws some light upon the events of the period,
and having been'writteﬁ by me at a time contemporary
with these events is included ﬁere for what it mey be

worth.

Signed: ¢7%Z;T14££?2%y%?£fﬁéi;d

(Patrick Mcc?ﬁfanj

Date: Avess77952

‘ BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

NO. W.S. 966
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APPENDIX A.

HOPES OF _ RECOGNITION,

T arrived in Revel on February 6th 1921 and on:

calling at the Russian Mission there was informed that

Mr. Litvinoff who has charge of the political and
commercial businesé for the West was in Moscow, He -
returned on February 9th and T had an interview with him
that evening. Before leaving the United States
somebody told me that. Eincoln Stephens had sald that he
discussed the Irish question with Mr. Litvinoff and that
the latter was of the opinion that on: account of"

_conditions both inside and outside Russia, it would be
| inedvisable for the Russisn Government to do anything
lfor'Ireland. I was also informed that Mr. Stephens had
' gonveyed this; informetion to President de Valera four

- or five months:; prior to my departure from the United

. states. It appears that Mr. Litvinoff expressed this

'opinion to Mr, Stephens in Reval about the: time Mr,

Nuravata.Secretary of the Russian Bureau was drafting a
Treaty of' Amity with me in New York. I’ was not

. surprised therefore when I. found that Mr. Litvoneff was

#Ln°t enthusiastic about my vigit, He seemed at first to

vJsmﬁdy me: as & sort of curiosity and asked me if I had -

'any programme or plan to submit. As the Cabinet, so

. far as I know, never sent any recommendations nor

|
i
i

1sugges:l:ions-.&fter-the receipt of the proposed Treaty and
Eiag Presddent de Valera did nat give me any specific

linstructions.I was: evasive and said that it was: considered

iqbetter to discuss proposals: with them as we could only

1nbe expected to view the situation largely from an Irish

proint of view but we desired that whatever argument (?),
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ifldny, we might make would be to our mutual advantage.
He openly expressed disappointment and intimsted that it

.| wes folly for me to proceed if I hadi no plan to submit.

He: asked me many questions about Ireland which showed a

certain amount of familiarity with the situation there -

but it was evident he got his information from English

;‘sources and. seemed to take the English Liberal press .

- vilewpoint of Ireland. He imtimated that the Agreement

' then being negotiated with England would make it difficult

at that moment for them to da anything for us, #The .

.. situation was different six or even four months: ago®

'+ he salid, Tt appeared to me: from this remasrk that he was

'thinking of the proposed Treaty drafted by Mr. Nuratava

|
|
'
K
l

”
H

| and myself in New York and wished me to understand that

if I had come then they were ready to deal with us,
His conversatlon with Mr. Stephens.seems to vary with

| this view but my delay in arriving gave him sufficient

reason,if he desired a reason, to evade discussion of the

-!proposed.Tréaty. T agreed that the situation as far as

Russia was concerned had changed and inquired if Russia’s

| .
" hands were tied by Section (a) of the preamble in the

i

"Anglo Russian Agreement. He: started at this suggestion,
' reached for a copy of the Agreement and read the section
aloud. 1t was: apparent that he had feared that

" something had escaped thelr attention when studying it.

' Tne English, I saidy would claim Recognition of Ireland,
’ifor instance as a violation of the section referred to

"l inasmuch aSsthey would contend that it was at least

indirect propaganda. From our point of view Ireland was

1not part of the British Empire but I merely trled to look
fiat it from the English side. " He said he did not agree
'with my English interpretation of the Section. This was

'the: information I desired as the English claims did not
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| concern us but the Russian understanding of this Section
was all importaﬁt if the Anglo Russian Agreement shou;d be
ratified. I was convinced therefore that he wasAnot:so
adament as he appeared to me: during the earlier part 6f

. our conversation.. It seemed to me that he did not wish

to appear over-gnxious to deal with us but at the back

of his head he considered that an understanding with us

might be of some adventage to them, In the course of
- our conversetion T asked him if they trusted England.

' He laughed sarcastically and said of course they did not.

He told me I could start for Moscow on Friday and
deal with the Foreign 0ffice. Mr. Nuratava was '
Assistant Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs and I

believed him fore favoufably disposed to us. Qn-thef

E— gl S Fynie i

M

| whole therefore it seemed as if there was still hape

' though conditions: had changed during the last six monthse.

i
i On February lith I arrived in Moscow and was met
by a man from the Fareign Office who left me at the

hotel and told me that Mr. Nuratava would see me next .

! day at twelve o'clock. I called at the Foreign Office

| punctually at noon and after about three minutes was

uushered into Nuratava's office. At first our
fconversation was on condition& in general. ILater he
1nt1mated that conditionsjhad changed since our

.r&iscussion& in New York. He gave me to understand that

%were going on and that we would have to begin in the new

nothing could be done while the negotiations with England

ﬂand not on the basis of the proposed Treaty. It was.
1apparent from both Mr. Litvinoff and Mr. Nuratava that;
;}the=ﬁgreement with England was of the utmost importance.
g | Mr. Nuratava claimed that England was the Keystone of

<hthe combination against. them and that after they reached
.I :
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an agreement with her they could secure agreementsfﬁith

other Governments.. One day later in discussing the

probability of a breakdown of the negotiations with.

E England he said *I may tell you confidentially they
will not break &ewn for we want the Agreement. It 1is
essential for us®., He would let me know by telephone

#  whether I could see Tchechérin Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs next day or the day after. He called
f that night at the Hotel to see if I were comfortable®.
This act T regarded as oﬁe of friendship and courteey‘
and he maintained this attitude until heawas:thrown

into prison on suspicion of being & British -Agent.

L @n February 17th I was told by telephone thaf
Tchecherin would see me that eveniné at 7 p.m.

. Arrived on the minute but it seemed if he were not

¢ punctusl. At 7.30 the- telephone rang and I was

h% informed that Mr. Tchecherin regretted that he had been .
'wi delayed ass Missions had that day started for England,

w\ Finland and Persia. He would see: me at 8.15. Unf

ﬂf the miﬁuteeI was brought to his office and 1ntneduced by
i Mr. Nuratava who then withdfew. Mr. Techecherin

t appeared an extremely gentle sort of man, very polite '

H! and a trifle nervouse Both of us: seemed embarrassed

U 2s to how to start. He mumbled rather than asked whom
H: ‘and what I represented. I submitted my credentials

Ul from President de Valers and he seemed to read and re-rea:
1 them. They were dated Dublin December 15. He asked

b AR T came from Dublin and then asked how 1 came from

i New York while the credentials were signed in Dublln._

| He wanted to ‘know if our Government were=1n New. York.

Eﬂ I explained all this. Then he suddenly asked me what.

m I wanted and I said recognitien by the Soviet chernment
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and a discussion of co-operation which might be: of"

advantage to both.

He pointed: out that we were not in military
control and that. they had withdrawn recognition from
the: Ucraine: when Germany was in the military oécupation
df its territory. I replied@ that ﬁeadi& not expect
Russia to judge our case in accordance with the
international concepts hitherto prevailing and that wé
assumed they had standards of their own which would be
more in harmony with justice and the rights of peoples.

We regarded them as idealists and expected them to
apply their ideals to thedir international relations

as well as within Russia itseilf, But even were we %o
be: judged in accorﬂance with the standards: of
Capitalist. Governments full military occupation was not
essential in order to secure recognition from Foreign
Governments. - Washingtoﬁ was not in full Military
control in the American GColonies when he got
recognition from'Frange; the. Allies recognised &
committee of the: Czecho-Slovaks in Paris as a
Government though Austria was at the time‘in full
military control in Bohemia.,

Nobody could deny that. our Government was the
de jure government of Ireland and we were more & de
ﬂacto'goverﬁment than the British in spite: of their

superior military machine,

If Russila gave us recognition would: the Irish
people not expect more @ssistance then they could give
uSs:. They fought their enemies'largely with arms and
munitions captured from them. I‘assure&fhim that we

‘only expected moral support. Tf material assistance
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were possible 1t would be very.weléome and we would'be
very grateful for it but we would not be disappointed
if none c¢ould be furnished to us. The mere act of
recognising our Government would: have a great=efﬂec£
on the morale: of our own people and was:certain'to have
effect all over the world. The: people of the world
recognised the Soviet Government as the Government of
a great country though the Governments of the world

withheld that recognition. Recognition of Ireland

‘would make every genuine sympathiser with Ireland an

active advocate of recognition of the: Soviet Gorernment.

_ At the: time there was some rumour in the: papers
about & settlement and he asked me if President de '
Valers would accept Dominion Home Rule. I told him
there were no real negotiations and the fact that de
Valera signed my credentials on Decepbgr*lSth should be
sufficient assurance that he was not then, and I could
assure him he was;not now, thinking of a compromise.

I. advised him to pay no attention to what the: British
press says about Ireland when it pretends to voice

Irish opinion. Some: .of: what appears as such 1s mere

English propaganda and some the result of English

conceptions: of Treland and Irishmen which mey indeed
be friendly but by no means accurate., If we: salid we
would accept Dominion Home Rﬁle we would glve away our
whole: case for nothing. Surely he could himself see
that it would be very poor statesmanship for President
de Valera to say he would accept Dominion Home Rule.

‘There was one real danger of a compromise: but it was

one with which we were not likely to be confronted.
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Ef the: British Government threw a‘genﬁine
measure of Dominion Home Rule at us and virtually
saidi *take: it or leavgait“ we might be éompelled
to operate: it, as many of our people might:
consider it more than they hed ever hoped for in
their: lifetime., In such & case we would have
to: accept it;or run the: risk of sp&i;ting the
peopile agaiﬁzintorfactibns. Such a settlement -
which ﬁas not probable - would, however, béalike
the: Treaty between the German Empire and Soviet
Russia. Under no conditions other than these
would .we think of accepting or discussing
anythiné bﬁt recognition of the:Republic which
was ratified by the electoral will of the
people. What about Ulster?

The: Ulster question. in a nutshell, I replied,
w&szs;éted.bx a Belifast delegate: te the Lloyd
George Convention in a conversation with Mr.

George Russell. It was that ®Labour and capitel
got on: very well in Beifast fighting Pope and
Hoﬁeaﬁnle but i;:woumd be: hard to say what might

happen if these were removed",

He: seemed to have the English view that
the whole movement in Ireland was inspired by
American dollars and asked me of the financial
assistance: we got from America. I said: Irish-
America had been comparatively generous in the

past aé'well as; the present, but while they



contributed to arm our: Volunteers their contributions
were only a tithe of what. the Volunteers themselves
contribﬁted from their slender resburcesw I
referred him to Mr. Birrell's evidence before the
British Commission on the: Rebellion of 1916,

in which he: said that The O®Rahilly had am income -
of 900 pds. a year and Professor MacNeill had

600 pds. a year, "most of which they spent on

the: Irish Volunteers". The ordlnary Volunteer °
with an income: of £1 10» O a week contributed .
proporticnately as much as MacNeill or The |
0*'Rahilly. The movement was by ﬁo>means

inspired by Irish-America though the knowledge

that Irish-America was behind it and supporting

it had. considerable effect on the peoples
How was it that Redmond was supported?

The people, in their hearts, I,explaihed,
always desired separation from England and the
heart of the: nation aIwajs ﬁent to the Separatist.
During Redmon&!s leadership the people saw no
hope of a.RePubmié:gndiregarde& his Home: Rule: as
a stepping stone. They therefore su?ported
Redmondi even when he preached imperialism as
they gssumedlsubh speeches were: for the
edification of the English; they'themselvgs
knew. different. They thought Redmond was
deceiving the: English. They had been informed

we are: hostile to Communism.

I became honestly indignant and’ said then
we: were hostile to something that did noet exist
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in Ireland. - Wé'cnncentrated.bn the fight against

England ahd gavie no attention to anything else.

The mass of our people were decidedly friendly
to Communist Russia not. because: they understood
that Russia was Communist. but because they Saw
England endeavouring to overthrow the present.
regime in Russia. They concluded therefore

 that the present: Government of Russia must be &

good Government. I might, if ¥ wished, pretend
that we: were: Commnists at. heart but I would

anly be: deceiving him if I did. I then named
the Communists of Ireland and gave him & personal
skstch of each. He added Coates to the: number
and I said T 4id not:anW'Mr. Coates and was not
sure: whether or not he belonged to the Communist
group in Ireland. I added that the artiele: on
Sinn Féin in the Communist International Dby Mr.

MacAlphine and Connolly was by no: means accurate,

What armed forces have we in Ireland?
I énumerate@.them and he sald, "what about the
Citizen. Army®? It may still exist - I am not
éure - but if so it is on paper. If it were
active: I would. know of itsv&ctivities; Yes, he
S8YSi, it'still.exists, Perhaps it does. It

was obvious: he: was looking for a nucleus around

which the: Proletariat of Ireland might rally,
so; when E saw what he was thinking of I d4id not
say what the: Citizen Army had been or what 1t

likely was then., He: knew more about it than

9.



T did and T concluded it was better leave him
so. Mr. MacAlphine and Connolly returned

from the second Congress: of the Third International

 and proceeded to take over the: Citizen Army

but apparently ;t;maant work and they gave it
up. No doubt Tehecherin and others got rosy

_pictures of what could be done with the: Citizen

Army with the. result that .m'essrs. MacAlphine

and Connolly wefe promised BmeO:pds. and got

300 pds. on leaving Moscow. Théy spentlthe '

300 pds. in London on the: way to join the

Citizen Army so that neither returned to the
Congress of the Third International this

year. Connolly was there for 2 month or so '
after T arrived and a -report written by him

was sﬁbmitted to the Secretary of the Communist
International after his deperture. He

evidently got no further instalment of theai,oob p@s.
as the 5@ pds. he got to bring nim home began to
run short ianermany. Connollyts last report
differed entirely from the articles wrdtten by
MacAlphine and himself but. Lenin had declared for
supporting National Revolutionaries. There was
also admiration for- the men who were fighting

in ¥reland and Connoily was rather sympathetic

and justified his own and Macﬁlphingjs

inactivity in organising-Communism'oﬁ the grounds"

that it was impossiblie while the fight was on.

- Every young man who was @ man was in the Irish

Volunteers. Heron made a similar report.
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Aftfer GConnolly‘*s departure I learned from the
office: of the: Communist International that
Connolly was “toopiazy’tdlbe:a Communist®. I
am; certain this was at least an echo of those in

authority.

But to get back to Tchecherin., His
£inal question was what will be the outcome?

_ "An Irish Republic or a land in ashes®,
T replied, "for it is; going to be & fight to &
finish", "

Well at the moment I was to remain unknown '

but he told me to keep in touch with Mr. Nuratava

. and when the opportune time arrived I could put

my request in writing, I believe then and
Iater they were seriously thinking of according
us: recognition. My belief was founded on. the
nature of his questions rather than upon any

statement he: made,

On February 28th I again saw MNr.
Nuratava as Connelly and Martin were: about to
go to Ireland ard Ilwished to know what news I
couid send with them. He wrote 2 memorandum :
in advocacy of recognition of Ireland for
his colleagues but got no reply as they were busy
with events: in Geoégia, T know this memorandum was

written and that it was favourable for an American lady
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who works in the Foreign Office told me' later shé had
typed it and believed my missdion would be successful.
Mr. Nuratava beliéved the agreement with England would

be settled definitely in a week or so..

He intimated that they would like a clear test

' of what was meant by propaganda and that the recognition

of ;reland would prove such a test, #It was the recognitia
of a facti" and was a clear;case. “Russia could not
bind hersélf not to pecognise.Scotlénd or Wales 1f tpey
declared their Independence'. It appeared to me then
that;thej wished to concludé%the agreement with

Ehglahd bgfore announc ing my arrival in thé press an&
that they also had the: intention of according us '
recognition. If not they would have published the .
fact that I arrived and use my presence as:i a threat to
secure: the best terms for themselves. At that time-
they believe Bresident: Harding would recognise Russia
after his inauguration. As far-as.IZcould gather from
Nurqtava they desired to conclude fne agreement with

England; hoped recognition By America would follow
and that then they would recognise Ireland.

The: Trade: Agreement with England was signed on
March 17 and on Monday March 21 I éalledlat‘the Foreign
foice.to see how Ireland was affected by it. I was
informed that Nuratava was in a sanitorium for a rest.
I declded to wait for his return.as:I believed he was
most friendly to us. On March 15, he told me I would
see Lenin next day or the day after "and he was the
first man in the country®. I never:heard of this
meeting again. It turnéd out later that the
sanatorium in which Nuratava was happened to be the

prison and he was still there when T left.



About a week later I saw Mr, Valenski who wa#
doing Nuratava's work. - ¥ had met him before and he
knew what I wanted but protested that he was no
diplomat and knew nothing about d@ipilomacy. I wantéd to
know how the agreement with England affected my hopes:
and wished to know if it were worth my while to remain.
He: promised to ask Tehecherin and I was to come back
in a few days. A few days later he informed me that
Tchecherin advised me wait for a month and to tell me:

that "it was: well worth my while to wait®,

About five weeks afterwards I called at the
Foreign Office and reported that the month had passéd
and wanted to know if there was: any change: in the |
interval favourable to us. Mr. Weinstein was now in
charge of the Department. He would sce Tchecherinland
let me know in a few days. T called several times and
got no satisfaction but finally was;toid that Mr, .
Litvinoff would like to discuss the question wlth me,
He was: leaving Moscow that evening May 15, but would be
back in two weeks. T could see him on his return.

I called on June: 10 as I knew HMr, Litvinoff was: in the:

city. Mr. Weinstein told me he would discuss the matter

with Mr. Litvinoff. At this meeting I gave him a
notice I had to vacate my roem in the hotel. I called
again next day and Mr. Weinstein informed me that he
discussed the case with Mr. Lifvinoff‘and that if I
were ﬁot going to remain long they, the government,
would compel them to permit me to remain in the hotel.
T remindedi him that I wes remaining for the last month
at his reguest and could leave on Tuesday if they
considered it advisable, If the situatioh changed ;

would come back. He agreed that I could go and we



lu._

parted. on the understanding that if the situation

_changed they could let their representative in America

know and he: in turn could cone. In the meantime I said
T wished to return to Ireland and see conditions there

end. make a repqrt.

After meking arrangements for my departure Mf}
Weinstein requested me: to assure: you that they in Bugsia
were decidedly friendly but that circnmstancesaprevehted
them from giving manifestations of their friendship.

I am certain this is true and I assured him that I and
the people at home realised they Wére friendly to us.
Personally, however; I saw no signs of friendship nor
confidence after Mr. Nuratava had been imprisoned.

If he were not sincere in his friendship he is a
splenddid actor. None of those: who took his place had
half his ability and while it appeared they did not
trust me inasmuch as they always: seemed cautious and:
anxious to get rid of me I believe the truth is they’
did not trust themselves. Of course they were always
polite but all Russiansiexcépt petty commisarwahé

iived out of Russia for some years are polite.

After the assurance of friendship Mr. Weinstein
shook haﬂds:and%hopéﬁ.to meet me: again. Just to givé
him an index of how I a&ppreciated the friendship i
bestowed on me personally I too hoped we would meet
again "but faﬁfl in Maoscow", Thus we: parted.

On arrival in Reval I was fold by the men in .
charge of the: Russian Mission that the Foreign Office
wished to know if we had any objection to the
publication of the truth_regarding the Treaty and 1
réplie&.ﬁhét we hadi not. 1 saw later that Krassin

denied it but in the meantime sent the following letter
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to Mr. Weinsteln who has charge of the English and '
American Department in the: Foreign 0ffice: -

Reval.

]

June: 18th 1921.

Dear Welnstein,

- One of your representatives here asked me
yeéterday If we: had. any 6bje&tion to the |
publication of fhe.truth regarding thesproposedl
agreement now made public in England. 0f course
we have no objection if  your department éonsiders
it necessary in the interests of Russia. We are
never afraid of the truth, on the contrary we
desire the whole truth to be known about practicelly

.

&ll our activities and hence court the: greatest
publicity.

Regarding the wisdom of publishing a denial
or explanstion that is anﬁther question and one:
with two sides - & Russian and Irish. On the
Trish side: I have convictions and on the Russian
side I hold opinions and will try to give you my

idea of both.

The whole thing was published partly or 1
should say - I think - largely to prejudice our
case: and partly to have: a fling at Russia.

Instead of doing Treland harm the: publication will
do us good &s it will prove to our own people that
we are aty least fairly vigilant and prepared to |

benefit by any and all circumstances: that appear

favourable to us. If there: is no denial,
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explanation nor apology the. majority of the people
of Ireland and our friends everywhere will be
convinced that wezhaﬁe a secret agfeement with
Russia,. The documents themselves show: that we are
thinking and acting as a sovereign nation and hence
will be useful in helping to kill or refute the

. charges: of anxiety to compromise: on the basis of

Dominion Home: Rule, That is all to the good.
Therefore: to "let the hare sit" would serve our .

purposgs;best;

Now a&s to the Russian angle the same policy
would in my opinion be best there also. If you
wish to commend the respect of England you must
not crawl nor rush fo explain every item of news

in the papers.

Let the newspapers answer the nNewspapers.

So far I presume you have had no communication from

the British Government on the: subject and if you had

youflbesttpolicy would be to follow the precedent
set by Lord Curzon in replying to your note: on the:
far Easter Republie. Howevér it dees not concern
you as a government until you get a communicétion

on the subject. from the British. The dates leave

_ you safe as far as the Trade Agreement is concerned

and Engiland will have: more respect for you if s@e
fears you have a club up your sleeve than 1f‘you'
are constantly exposing your clean arms. Let_her
keep on-suspecting and constantly expecting the:
arrival in Ireland of those rifles mentioned if she
gives you the: slightest provocation. Whgn you or
anybody else explains or denies they at once: pub |

themselves on the defensive, - As the French say,
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“Phey who excuse themselves accuse themselves®.
if you deny or explain this she will keep youﬁ
constantly protesting your goodness and innocenée
and thus forcing you to help to prepare the mind
of the world for each succeeding attack on the
Soviet Russia. If, for instance, you deny that

Nurataya acted for you in this how can you get the

world in other cases to know when your representatives

speak for your Government and when they speak for
themselves. It was doubt in this respect whicﬁ
prevented President de Valera from seriously
considaring ¥artins request in June 1920 for & loan
of one million dollars. It mey surprise you to
know that I became confirmed in the same doubts in
Moscow: and sent word homé té lend no more money; -
to your representatives in the U.S.A.  Nobody
there seemed to know anything of the triflie alreedy
advanced and. even you who were in New York at the
time knew nothing of this proposed agreement.

I mention this in & spirit of sincere friendship

as it may et least interest you to know how others

see you.

This may all seem presumption on my part
but you can laugh at. my apparent egoism 1f you
pieasé. J write this because ﬁibelieveawe:Irish
know official England as no pecple imn the world
know it and hope that my few strey remark$=may

suggest something better to yourself orfyour

comrades..

Ff you publish any reply it should in my
opinion be & brief statement to the effect that the

proposed. Treaty was never discussed by your

government and never even discussed with any Irish

L
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representative and hence: was never ratified.

There would be no apology nor denial in such a
statement. But as I said if you can you had.'
much better ignore it. As it 1s 1t will help
Russia and her ideals: throughout the world Wherea..

the Irish have any influence: - and they have much

- moré than they ever use. ~ However the Russian side

is: one purely for you to consider.

I enclose an editorial from the {;;;gg
Independent,' Dublin which will give: you the
moderate Irish view of the Treaty. The *Independent!
and its proprietor W.M. Murphy fought thé strike
lead by Larkin in l9lﬁ-and.was;very bitter. Its
policy is the same yet and hence this editorilal
is; the more 1mportant. From 1t you.can see we:

have nothing to fear,

Comrade Valenski told me yesterday that
according to the: latest English papers Premier
Hughes of Australia is now for a renewal of the
Anglo-Jepanese: Alliance, You will see from that
article signed Basil Colhoun I gave> you quotations
from his speech in Australia in opposition to it.
The change of front is due!toséxplanations of
British policy received since he reached'England -
that 1s to in&uce:ﬂmerica and Japan to go to war
in the hope that they will wear each other down and

thus leave England supreme in world affairs.
Good-bye and best wishes.

Cordially yours,

(Signed) Patrick McCartan,

b
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Conditions: in Russia.

Nobedy in autherity in Russia pretends: to think ‘

that such & thing as liberty exists there. It 1is
congidered, as & returned emigrant whe was working in a
ﬂactory expressed i1t in my hearing, that a minority of any
%eopie are slways the progressive element. The idea oﬁ
whether or not the present regime represents the will of the
péopie is openly laughed at. They do, however, claim ﬁhat
ﬁhe present government is a dictatorship of the proletafiat
énd they justify it on the grounds that dictatorship is;
essentisl during what is called the transition period -tthat
is, in the case of Russia, the change from Feudalism t@;
Gbmmunism. They state frankly that. Communism does not;yet
q;ist in Russia but thﬁt they are travelling along the road
éo Communism, Nobody that I happened;to meet was prepéred
to discuss Whether or not the tyrannical road along whidh
they were at present walking was certain to lead to ideal
liberty as understood by Communists. It was taken for

granted that it was the only path and nobody seemed to

consider it worth while to ponder when they were likely

o arrive at the desired goal. The: general impression,
séemedlto be that education in the principles of Communism
wais imperative and great importance 1is: attached to the
eéucation of the young people. As far as one could gather

the hope or rather conviction was that when a generation

f young people grew up thoroughly imbued with the ideals
of Communism the: new social state at whieh they almed would

be on & solid formation.

- The lieaders, and the: renk and file as well, of the
Communist party have such unbounded faith in their '




doctrines: that they seem convinced that all young men and

young women who are educated along the lines outlined by
themselﬁes:are ceitain to grow up: firm believers in
Communism., The fact that those educated in the tenets of
Feudalism or Capitalism did not all grow up firm béligvers
in these tenets doesfﬁot diminish thei? hopes. They
sia.'pparently believe: that the whole trend of human progress is
%n the direction of Communism end that the age of
gapitalism is passing just as the age of Feudalism has
ﬁassed. ' ‘
Though it iss claimed that the present Government
is & dictatorship of the Proletariat it is nothing of tﬁe

kind., It is a dictetorship of the Commnist party which

represents: less than one per cent of the population of. |
,Eussia; and dictatorship of the Communist party means in
reality dictatorship of about half a dozen leaders of the

Communist party. : !

, The workers: - that 1s: the proletariat - are allowed
ﬁp elect’ the representatives to the Soviets but the election
ig by open ballot -fbg a show of hands, The results may
be an expression of the will of the workers, but they may
not. One would have to have a very fapiliar knowledge of
conditions in the factories and work;hops before being
cgrtain of this. Those in authority are nearly all
Communists and they presumably have the power to grant or
withhold food or clothing. It is pardly likely therefore
that the average worker would run the risk of antagonising
these men and women by voting for & candidate

objectionable to them.

One always hears: the Menchaviks singled out as thb
enemy and it is the prevailing belief that the Jjails are!
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filled with them. Tt was reported that thirty per cent.

- of all Russian Soviet was made up of nonpgarty men as a
‘.result of the last election « "and many of these are

| likely disguised Menchaviks®, ) Such a phrase proves that
it is not safe to presch Meﬁchavismlin the factorles and
hence that the elections: are in reality more or less of

a farce. One found discontent in most of the factories
one visited, and as far as one could learn the: Red Army
was as ready to turn out against the proletariat in case
of a -strike, as the army in any capitalist country.

There are Trades Unions;, but the few workers to whom I
spoke on the subject seemed to'knoW'nothing of their Union
unless that a certain amount was deducted from their \
saiaries for dues, and in return they got a Union Ca:d.

were
‘This might not be general as these few/men who

had been in America and they were, in{all cases, SOrTy
they had returned to Russia. T said to one that there
were millions:oflunemployed in America and he pointed’

to the “soup" he was about to take for his principal ﬁeal
and sai&: - ;If I had lived like this in America and saved
my earnings: i'might not care how long I was out of

employment®,

The Communists who are all.enthuéiastic arel'
organised on military lines. They are the only organised
| force: in the coﬁntry, The Army is not made up entlrely
_’oﬂ‘CommuniSts but there is a sufficient sprinkling of
Communists in it to keep the whole army safe for Communism,
Besides: this these young men who are brought into the
Arnmy are as far as possible instructed in the principles
;of Communism. The army is:likely therefore to remain
loyal for years: though the Crondstat meeting was &

protest against prevailing conditions. It was said to



L 13

22,

- be-organised by counter-revolutionists - but I was told
; by a man who I believe knew the whole circumstances
" that there was: no military plot in it whatever, He said

' those: who took part in it demanded certain reforms among

which was free trade. They were: answered by the usual

high handed methods and the result was they revolted.

My informant pointed out that if it had been planned on

military lines they would have walted for two Weeks until
the ice in the harbour had thawed, and that then they
could easily have captured Petrégr&d. However

Crondstat shook the Government and free trade in farm

produce was granted almost immediately afterwards.

' Some incident like Crondstat might break the solidity

of the army but it is not likely.

The blockade, counter-revolution and the Capitalist
Governments of the world are blamed for all the sufferings
in'Russia, It 1ss claimed that if.Russia had been

freely allowed to develop there would now be abundance

jfor all. The Communists at least believe this and will

all support the Government until they are convinced to
the contrary. To: my mind therefore, the present
Government is: secure for at least five years. If it

fulfills all the hopes it holds out to the people it

may last much longer, but unless something arises to

split the Communlist party or the army, there is no

|

likelihood of any change in the immediate future. It
will take-some years for other forces to become organised
aﬁd Strong enough to challenge the supremacy of the
Communist party. For some time - perhaps for some years -
the majority of the people will be content if they get
sufficient food and clothing for apparently they never

had either in abundance, but if food and clothes satigfied
A
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people there should be no fear o£ Jail and no dislike. for
workhouses:. The real mendace to the power of the

Communists isi likely to come when the people have had their

" wants supplled and when they discover that the world

revolution that they have been led to expect is as

distant as ever.

Up to this year all the food in the country was
commandeered and apparently the commissars were ruthless
in the process, I was; told that farmers were shot fér

hiding part of their crops. The. result is that though

. the revolution gave the farmers their land they felt

| cérry on a sort of guerilila warfare. These are

| siicing.

they were tilling it for others, and got nothing in return.
They are it appears: bitterly opposed to the Government
and in many districts they tear up the railways and

deseribed by the Communists as: "bandits" and when
captured they are "sliced up"™ but they élso do some

The people are intensely religious: and the Communists
have no religion and don't believe in God. T speak .
of course of the vast mﬂjority in each case, The
Government has taken over the schools or colleges where
the clergymen were educated and the hope is that when
the present generatlon of clergymen die out religion
will die with them. Otherwise there is freedom of:
religion but it is safe to ﬁresume that the church sees
the game as well as: the Government, and though at
present apparently passive they are almost certain some

day to throw in their influence with any party‘that has

a chance of overthrowing. Communism.
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An Engineer referring.to the wisdom of Lenin told
me how on being asked. Lenin said he would allow the
I peasant girls to get "paints and powderst*. FThat waé
progress', But the ﬁeasantry would not be sﬁpplied‘

with vodka or icons - ®that was: retrogression",

! Though workmen are paid a salary of from sixteen
. to twenty thousand roubles a month, money had'littlé or
. no value until after the inauguration of Free Trade.
As it is this salary is of little use as & pound of
butter costs twenty thousand roubles and an egg costs
one: thousand. Besides the salary'all workers. get
{ food tickets and get their ration periodi@ally. In like -
manner clothes and other necessities are supplied by fhe

Soviet stores: on presentation of the necessary order.

There were no shops until the-middle of May, with the

‘i exception of a few which apparently sold ladies hats.'
Since then a few have been re-opened, and sell breaq,-

- eggs etce., the markets have also been re-opened and one

. can purchase practically anything in them, There are

at least a half a million people visiting these markets

every day. One sees: a number of bootmakers working in

their own shOPStlately.. They seem to make low shoes
mostly éf white canﬁas for ladies. & pair of these
costs: fifty thousand roubles;énd one wonders where the
people get the money to purchase them. 0f course the
number thus: manufactured is comparatively small. The

press'is entirely in the control of the Government and

the newspapers: are pasted upon the walls for the use of
the géneral public. The newspaﬁers are all small and

r apparently ﬁublish views rather than news. The Executive
' Committee of the Communist International publishes at

| present a daily paper in French, German and English.

| Tnough the Communist International is supposed to be
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independent of the Russian Government, one might as well
distinguish between the D&il and Sinn Féin here. |

Presumably the papers published in Russian are similaﬁ
| to those: published in English etc.  The news featured

in these is - Strikes in Norway, England or elsewhere,
the doings of the Communists in Germany or France, and
the speeches: or statements of the leaders in Russia.

The newspapers printed in Russi&n‘on the whole I believe
are almost entirely propag&nda.intended for the Russian

people, those in other languages for propaganda: outside

- Russia. The whole aim 1s: to propagate the ideals of

Communism and very little attention is given to any
movement in any country which does not tend in thatg

diirection.

There: 1s some interest in Ireland on the part of

' those: one meets, but the revolution in Irelend was 2

national one and hence it was concluded had llttle or.

nothing in common with Communism or the: tworld revolution®.

One is reminded that the Poles wereenatiénalists and‘whenﬂ
they got their national freedom set out on & Crusade of
Impeprdialism. There was some admiration for the fighting
gualities: of Irishmen but théy were not Coﬁmuni&ts &nﬂ
Irishmen everywhere are reactionaries, that is, they

are not usually Soclalists. As a rule they are
Catholics, and God and the Churches: are the opponents of

Commanists. mReligion is the opiate of the workers®.

It seems to me, that it is impossible to do any
propaganda for Ireland in Russia but hed I not been there
I*m certain I should have thought otherwise and no doubt

oﬁhers will also think so.

Paper 1s: scarce in Russia and they want all the
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space they can find in their papers for propagenda for
their own people. Irish propaganda.iSséf no use to their

own people as the Irish Movement is not Communist. At

any rate propaganda to my mind is: intended to influence
‘the people of a foreign country so that action may be
-taken by the Govermment of that country favourable to us.
1
The péopie of Russia do not count and hence it nakes
no difference what they think. The present Government
;is not resﬁonsive to them, There: is nothing that . could
be achieved by propaganda in countries like the=United
States that camnot be achieved in Russia.to-morrow if iv
were expedient for Russia to &ct.
| |
The Government of Russia would recognise the Republic
tof Ireland any day if they could do so without injuring
;Russia itself. Those: who are in power in the Government
understand the advantages of such an act. The rank and
Efile of the Communist party do not understand and never
will understand - and for our purposes the Communist
party is Bussia. . They think we are good organisers and
Igood propagandists and that we: should join forces with
the Communists; of England and thus contribute to the world
'revolution. ib their minds humanity would gain nothing
even if the Republic of Ireland were recognised. They
velieve the proletariat of Ireland would have to begin
Iin the new in order to establish a workers republic.
Even though‘it were possible to get space-in the papers
for Irish propaganda one could achieve nothing for Ireland
with the exception perhaps of blackening the character

Ff England and her character seemed to be pretty well

i
known.,.
|

It is well to remember also that one is completelj
1
in the hands; of the authorities when one enters Russia.
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One cannot take a train, change ones room in the hotei,
get any food, clothing, secure an office, or get

furniture or heating for same without permission from

- some Government official. Hotel accommodation is'scarceg

paper is scarce = in fact everything 6neaia likely to
want in ordef to carry on propagandé is scarce.  If
propaganda is attempted it would have one sdvantage.

It would not be necessary to attempt to lmpress the

| #patives" by expensive apartments, Any attempt at

tgwank® would be certain propaganda against Ireland,

Personally T saw no newspaper men because I was
requested By the Foreign 0ffice to remain as: far as
possible unknown until. the opportune time arrived..

So long as we did not get recognition I thought it best

. if no proof existed of my presence in Russia and hence

decided to keep quiet  until we should get recognition.

Leter I decided it was better to do nothing publicly =

even had I been permitted - until I had first reported

- home. I spoke for a few minutes once at & meeting in a

. village, and tried without being untruthful to do both

Trish and Russian propaganda but the interpreter told
them I brought them "congratulations from the Communist
Party of Iréland“. ”That is the type of propaganda that
is welcome. Théy cannot consistently condemn the
shooting of Irishmen by Englend while they themselves
nglice® their own "bandits". They cannot condemn
imprisénment withoﬁt trial.in Ireland while their own
jails are full of politicél prisoners, They cannot
advocate liberty in Ireland while the dictatorship of
the proletariat is held up at the ideal to be aimed at
in all countries. As far as I see there is little ‘

hope of doing propaganda in Russia and nothing could be

L]
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gained by it even were it possible. I think E&moh Mﬁrtin
should be: asked for his opinion on the subject also.

He 'is as caﬁable of giving an opinion on this subject

as I anm. I’ asked him to report on it to the President,

but I understand he had not an opportunity of doing so.

Though the National Anthem of Russia is the
*International" one finds as much nationalism in it as in
;ny country inithe world, Like most. of the American
'Qities they have many things in Russia which one learns
'is: "the greatest in the worldh., Thé‘B&ltictStates haye
:goﬁhselfhdeterminationufor*oné-wonﬁers if it were for
' love of the principle or dictated by expediency. There
iis:no doubt that the hope was entertained that Germany
Iwould have: gone Comuunist, but the: hope died - as far as

the: immediate: future is concerned - with the March

a _ Ireyolution. If Germany had.gone Communist the Baltic
1States would have been compelled to do likewise, In .
'diseussing Esthonia in Reval with a Russian of
‘considerable influence he Informed me: that Esthonia wWas.
llving on Russia. They had given good terms to
Esthonia as it was the first state with which they had
:made peace,

|
‘ The: result was that they had to pay éexorbitant rates
;fén'theause of the: railway tracks and other things.

!He suggested that this was only temporary for theaportl
Tof Reval was essential for Russia. Here is not only
!nationalism but impeﬁialism. The: Russian laughé at the
ﬁEsthonian language as the British are accustomed to laugh
;&t:the Irish language. 1t is vulgar, horrible etc. |

;I am not sa sure therefore that self-determination for
lmfeiandxwould,raise much enthusiasm in official circles.

|
Anything they are likely to do for Irgland&will be done
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in the: hope of helping to break up the Britisn Empird

and thus; further the: world revolution.
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PERSONAL TREATMENT.

The treatment I received personally whether a good
or bad would be: of no ﬁmportance were I an individual
on some peféonal enterprise but as I was accepted as the
representative of Ireland I think 1t may have some

interest.

The day after: I arrived in Stockholm T tried to
find Mr. Strom and succeeded though I had not the correct.

name of the newspaper at. the office: of which I was to

seek him. T finally met nhim, however, at. the headquarters

of thgaSocialisx party and I told him my mission and
showed him my credentlals from Mr. Martens., “He said he
would have: to wire to Moscow and would not have & reply
for about four days. I returned in four dayszand no
reply had been received. Ten days ﬁaSsed aﬁd‘noxrepiy
arrived. HMr. Strom was sick and I could not: see him.

I got word from Gavan Duffy and left word at Mr. Strom's
office that I was going to Copenhagen for a few days '
and I would call on my return. On my return he: said

he had no reply - a statement which I did not believe as

. three weeks had passed - but he would give me & vise: and

T could try the Esthonian Consul for a transit vise.
The latter was likely to refuse until I had a telegram
from Moscow. I asked if there was no way of going
withoutlgetting a Russian vise on my passport - as I

might have to use It again if I were not: remaining in

' Russia. He said they could remove the vise with

chemicals in Moscow. I got the vise from the Esthonian
Consul without question. I arrived in Reval on &
Sunday evening and I could not get & room in an hotel.

in the city. T called at the Russilan Mission and met
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Mr. Jail who told me they could have got me: & room

if T had let them know. I, of course, thought I hed
put myself in their hands and assumed that if it were
necessary to wire in advance for & room Mr. Strom would
have done so or at least advised me to do so, . Mr. Strom
is & Swedish Sociallst and a member of the Swedish
Parliament. He: i1s: a splendid type: andi I am certain he

assumed they woﬁﬂd.look after me when I arrived in Reval,

T saw Mr. Jail next morning and he: was not sure
whether or not I could go to Mbscow. I asked indignantly
why money had been accepted to put to my account in
Moscow. if T were: not to be: allowed to go there. He:
suddenly changed on hearing this and said he was almost
certain I could proceed on Thursdaye. He then advised
me to go to the: Esthonian Foreign Office and get a

permit to leave: Esthonia.

The day I left Mr. Jall asked for my passport
in order to put another Russian vise on it and agaln
I suggested that it would be better if I hadl no evidence
on my passport that. I was in Russia but. he paid no
attention to me. I at. that time: 2lso arranged that all
letters and newspapers arriving at the mission
addressed ta Mr, H-~ should be forwarded. to me. Though
Marten reminded them of this and asked for mail for me
and Heron did likewise no letters or newspapers were:
forwarded. I received many letters, newspapers and
bulletins on returning to Reval and they had no

explanation when I asked why they were: not forwarded.

On the train the Currier asked me if I objected

. to another man in the compartment with me and as I was

not paying anything I could not object. My compartment
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was: the only one in which there were: two people: and my

companion was a Finn and & rough looking type. There

was therefore no special attention on this "special train®,

On arriving in Moscow H. Qonnolly met me at the
station and claimed to have secured a room for me,'
He at once took hils own bed into the room as there were
four in the room where he had been. I raised no
objegtion as the hotel was overcrowded and he was an
Irishman, When he left a Welsh miner was put in hisf
place, I’ objected strongly but it was. no use. At |
the: Foreign Officezthey promised to get me another rébm
but after a week or ten days I got tired asking for it,
The Lux Hotel .at which I was stopping was:upder'the' |
control of the: Communist International and was intended
for delegates to that organisation. I was told they
had selected that hotel for me because the food was
better there than anywhere else., That may have been
true but-I think it is more probable they didi not wish
to have me at any of the hotels under the control of the
Foreign Office so that if anything turned up:they‘could
claim that they assumed I was a delegate to the Communist
International. Just before F left Moscow I. got twenty
four hours notice to leave that hotel in order to make
room for delegates who were thenxarﬁiving for the

CONgress.

About the beginning of May we all got notice to

. go to the: officiall phetographer to have our pictures
. taken. T was not in any murrying doing this as I d}d

not wish my photograph to appeer in a Communist albume
T learned from others who promptly obeyed the order that
they were: photographed in all sorts of positions. I

then inguired what the object of the photo was and was
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Iinformed that_it was for an album for delegates to tﬁe
Communist International. I said I was not a delegate
@nd did not wiéh to appear in any such albﬁm.as'f'could
be used: to prejudice our cause at home. I then saw-
the man who was responsible for everything that happened
in the hotel and he told me: in gruff language that they
could have no fooling and I;as gruffly told him the men
whom I’repfesented%were not fooling whatever he might
think of me. He» got more polite then and told me that
sach department was: responsible: for the people in itg
charge and hence: must take every precaution agalnst
apies. I went to the: Foreign 0ffice andl flatly
refused to be photographed for their "rogues gallery",
It was an insult to me personally andlto my cnmradesjin
Ireland. They tried to explain it away but I would
not accept their explanations and said they coﬁld |
imprison me if they liked but that I would neverJ
voluntarily submit to be photographed.,. A£ last they
promised to ask Tchecherin about it and see what could

‘be done: - Iiwoﬁld not be imprisoned &C., &C..

After two days, the man in charge: of the: American

" and English affairs: at the Foreign Qfﬁice'called on me

. and he was anxious that I should go through the formality -

at the hotel and repeated that the photographing was
only a mere fbrmality. He: had spoken to Tchecherin

about two weeks previously I was told that Tchecherin
said it was ®well worth my while to wait for a month®*.

It was now a question of leaving at once or having my

photo taken and wait so I consented.

When T found I was going to be in Moscow for some
time and nothing to do T asked to get working in some
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hospital. They would see the mediical offiéer of health
about it but though they had the Pphone at hand it wés
postponed and postponed until I g;t tired inguiring about
it and assumed they had some reésoﬁ for not allowing me
to do such work. I would have naturaliy got in touch
with some doctors and the doctors are not Cﬁmmunisﬁs

and hence' I assumed they were afraid I would learn more
then was good for me. I may have been wrong in this
and sheer neglect may have been the cause. These feéw
incidents did not impress me with their friendship

for Ireland but they may have been the result of red

tape and carlessness rather than a desire to be nasty.

* “
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¥ . + FOREIGNERS IN MOSCOW.

The: number- of forelgners in Moscow were comparativeily
few. As the hotel at which I wes stopping was for
delegetes to the Communist International, the people I met
there were nearly all Communists and hence had not much
respect for us or our Nationasl Revolution. Those: who
were not Communists pretended like myself to be: Communist
or in full sympathy; 1 met oné Korean bﬁt I don"t know
whether he was & Nationalist or & Communist. Thé same: .
was; true of & Chinese but he was very anxious to know ail
about Ireland. | Just before: I left a number of Persians
arrived for the Congress but they spoke very little
English and hence I know very little of them except what I
was told by the Indians. It appears they are very anti-
English.

| ‘There were: two groups of Indians - Nationalists Qnd
Commanists — and: they did-not agree on policy. The
N;tionalists:woul& have nothing to do with English
Q§mmunists, ®while the Communists: seemed‘to:regard the
Epgli&h Communists: as their friends. There: was some
discussion as: to ﬁhether the.National revolutionaries or
Communists: should be supported and the English were for
supporting:the Communists only. It was:s&fest from the:
B?itish imperiel point of view,

On March the: X7th the day théaagreement with England.
was signed which bound both sides to desis£ from propaganda
against the other - and. Fndie was specifically mentioned -
the Executive: Committee of the Communist International

&iscnssed the means of carrying on propaganda as in India,

It was then decided to help both the: Nationalists and



-Commanists. The English representative took no part in
'the debate: but stated afterwarﬁs that he thought they
should help only the Indian Communists. The matter was
still unsettled when I left. The Indian Netionalists had
no objection to Communist propaganda or preparations for
& Commnist revolution but they claimedi that.a national
revolution was much more popular as-the eneny was: foreign
to &ll, In the case of Communism their opponents would
be not only the: English but many n&tives‘bf India.

1t'w&3 expected. that the: question would be: settled at the

Congress.

I had talks with all the: Indian Nationallists and was
on very friendly relations with them all. It was
impossible to find out whether they were in touch with the
revolutionaries: at home or not. Al1]1 had been absent
from India for years: and one was as far from the real
situation &nd-atmosphere in India in Moscow as in New York.
They suggestedi that we should send somebody to In@ia who
would spudy the situation there &hd“be a connecting link
between théﬁ and us. If anything is to be dbne in
co-operation with India that is I believe the only possible
WEY o One cah do no more in that, respect in Moscow than

in New York or London.

I met one Turk who was a medical doctor and at

Jeast pretended to be a Communist. He assured me that the
Turks: were very friendly to Ireland and that aﬁ Frishman
would be warmly welcomed in Turkey. He believed we would
get recognition there for the asking of it and.he'urged

me to go fhere, He spoke only French and hence I couldi
gpt glways understand him andi I could not speak to him at
all, Cur principal talk was by means of a girl who did
ﬁot know English well and forgot most of what she knew when

she began speaking French,.
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1 ﬁ.did not trouble with any of the other nationalities
gs'all were Communists: and despised nationalists. The
Americans were of course friendly but most of them were
like myself. They only learned what Communism really was
after they arrived in Russia. There is not much
possibility of doing propaganda in the East from Mosecow.

‘It 1s further apparently from India and Egypt than London.
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COMMERCTIAL AFFAIRS.

In the course of the conversation I had with Mr.
Eibvinofﬁ'on meetiing him in Reval I asked if Russiz had any
flax to export as im the past I knew that Irelend had
bought Russian Flax, He asked me: if' I were in the flax
business and I in‘turn felt like asking him if he were a
Jew. On explaining my position in the matter he: said they
had flax but 1t would take & good deal of time to sort it.
I hadi already stated that I mentioned the: matter in

order to have the metter discussed at home: and all
érr&ngementg ma&é for shipment in case the Trade Agreement

with England was signed. As the flax had to be sorted

1 concluded they had no flax and dropped the matter.

In the course of my interview with Tehecherin hé
said they could not:assist us with such things as-riflés
and ammunition. A week or so later I told Nuratava of
this and hé said: Tchecherin was not in a position to: know, -
He promised to put me in touch with the: man who had chargé
of that department when he came to the city but before he

teturned Nuratava was in prison,.

Nuratava claimed fhe agreement with England could not.
prevent them from selling us rifles - “That.was a purely |
qommeréial transaction®, They sold:rifles to the: Turks
%ndtthere Was no reason why they shoul&nnot sell them to us.
In @ note: I' sent home: with Martin I asked to be informed
ﬁh&t was most wanted in that line, I got no reply and
&i& not take the: matter uérwith Weinstein. As I sald
élsewhere he was always extremely cautiocus and seemed
9ﬂraid to discuss such things with me.

5
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Unable to get any results politically T thought it

might be possible to drew them on & commercial préposition.

I therefore wrote the following letter om the subject but

never received & reply to it and heard nothing of it

beyond the fact that it was sent to Mr. Litwinoff: -

Hotel Lux,
Mey 13th 1921,

Dear Comrade: Weinstein,

It:encurred‘to me after leaving you to-day that
perhaps I could spend the next few weeks discussing
the: possibility of éirect trade: between the Republic
of Treland and Russie and T teke the liberty to put
a few stray thoughts on the subject In writing so that
you may send them to the department that deals with

such business,.

It seems to me that as you have signed a trade*
agreement with England it would be possible to do
business immediately with Ireland in accordance with
terms of the English agreemént. As far as Ireland
is: concerned we shall be glad to take advantage of any
such opportunities as may be afforaed us so long as
we: do not therefore sacrifice our ﬁolitical status

or violate any of our principiles.

T assume that you would prefer Irish pfoducts
to English if we can give you as good value and that
in turn you prefer to sell your raw materia; direct
to Irish menufacturers rathef than through English
middlemen, The only obstacle thérefore to immediate

trade is: "credits® ass I think the term is in commercial
1 .



langauge:, Wnhat I mean, however, is that an Irish
manufacturer would want .2 guarantee from & reliable
bank that he would be paid on de&iver& of his goods.
In the: case of dealing with an English manufacturer
I presume: that would mean the shipment of gold from
Russia to some: bank in England. Thils would be

unnecessary in the. case of Ireland,

‘ﬁihaveeno authority to definitely promise such
‘but'n‘feel-&lmost certain thet the Government of the
Republic of Ireland would undertake to guarantee an
Trish bank against danger of loss and that bank in
turn wouldi guarentee and pay the Irish manufacturer.
In return we could take flax, hemp, bristles, furs;,
hides and perhaps other things. If that would not he
feasible I think I can suggest another way out. of
ecourse: 1 neeﬁ,not tell you our Government has not
unlimited resources and that therefore an exchange

in some form would be necessary.

If I knew the products you require I could tell

you what, we cnuld'supply. However I presume you want:

(1) Farming Implements:
{2) Shoes

(3) Tractors

q and perhaps tweeds
(5) Herring and Mackerel
(6) Bacon and Hams

Gg). Evaporated milk

) Bicycles

(9) Ropes.

Though we import farming implements from the United

States we also export them to the Argentinesﬁepubiic.

We also import shoes from the: United States but export
|

them to England. Ford of Détroit U.S.A, has a plant

in Cork which manufactures tractors. We export
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ﬁﬁéeds but not in large quantities. We manufacture.
material called frieze suitable for overcoats which
cannot be excelled. It would suit the climate here

I know, T have an overcoat of it myself which was: made
in 1917 and can show it was a sample as I have: it here,
I am certain tﬁis material wou}d be: very valuable for
army coats ass it will stand any amount of rough
handling. We export herring and mackerel to the
United States. We can sell the: herring there without
supplying samples but our mackerel is not so well
cured thougﬁ the improvement is marked In recent years.
Our bacon and hams cannot be surpassed.. They are
probably too good and too expensive for Russia at
present when you want essentials rather than luzuries.
'Wé:haveronly one factory for making evapora£ea milk
but I don*t think it has yet been burned down by our
civiiizeréa It would, however, be suitable for
hosﬁifals.and children in the cities as all that is
necesséry is to restore the water which was extracted
in the factory. We have two factories for making
bicycles. Both turn oup reiiable machines but I
think they do not manufacturé cheap machines such as
can be secured in England. |The Pope: factory is ip
Belfast and is the largest oﬁ its kind in the world.

. |
| :
I can assure you th&t:unlike some of the
| .

products: you have received elsewhere you will get them
exactly like the samples submitted if it is decided
to deal directly with Ireland.

As to transport T feell certain we could arrange
with Moore: & McCormeck of. New York to:have their
boats which call at Cork, Dublin and Belfast to take

cargoes: direct from Ireland to Petrograd if there
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are obstacles in the: way qf‘sending your own boats.
Swedish shipping companies would I am sure also

undertake the work.

As the result of the presence of an Irish
Consul in New York we have established direct trade with
the: United: States and as a consequence our comnuerce:
with America is steadily increasing. There 1s no
reason why tﬁe same might not take place in the case -
of Russia. I wish to emphasise the: point that f
believe that: business might be-;tanted right away so
that, you would be in'a.position to take édyantage of

your ice-free ports.

If these suggestions: get favourable consideration
I suggest that. you immediately seb@ an agent - a trade-’
commissioner or purchasing agent - to Ireland. I can
give him a letter to our Minister of Trade and Commerce
and another to the Secretary of the Cork Industrial

organisation,

For the pufpose>of developing ITrish Gomme}ce
our Government organised an EXport'an& Import Company.
I am not certain whether or not it has; been allowed to
function but if you could not deal with that. Company
entirely our Minister of Commerce wiil put you in
direct touch with the manufacturers, Our object in
drganising this: company was to cut out the English
middlemen and have goods for Ifeland delivered in
Irish ports &nd not in English as heretcfore. The
profits - if any - of this company go to: theilr
Government. It was organised for trade though rather
than profits.England®s pollcy has been to isolate

Ireland so that she could buy our products at her own
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price: and keep: the Irish market for herself. Qur:
policy is to defeat that and we made a beginning in
having the: Moore: and MacCormack boats call at Irish

POTLS..

I may point out that the: New American passenger
liners were also sbout to call at the cove of Cork
and the: British Admiralty - through sheer jealousy
closed the port to all Eastbound.steame;s. That,

however, is only temporary.

If you consider these suggestions of any
importance to Russia I hope you will be kind enough
to bring the: matter with a recommendation from your
Department to'your Department of Commerce:. It advisable
I' shall be glad todiscuss the matter more fully

at the earliest possible moment.
Yours very sincere&y,'

(Signed) PATRICK McCARTAN.
Envoy of the: Republic of Irelané
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APPENDIX B.

I don'*t now remember whether or not & copy of this
was delivered to Mr. Bevoy, but even if it was not 1t
throws some light on the events of the period.

Sgd. P. McCartan
November 17th, 1952,

Phila., Pa.,

April 19, 1919,

My dear Devoy,

I purposely kept away from you after the
difference I had with Judge Cohalan at the National
Council of the: Friends of Irish Freedom because I did .
not wanﬁ to upset you by anythiné like an argument.

Now I think I was wrong for hﬁving done so and am writing

this to make my position clear. I wish you to accept it

. In a friendly spirit as that is the spirit in which I-

" write.

I shall review the question since: the first signs
of any difference of opinion as I did in the: discussion

" with the Judge. From December 1lljth 1918 till December
- 28th 1938 Father Hurbon, Joe and myself discussed

| .
- freguently the: ways: and means of interpreting the results

of the general election in Ireland so as to prevent

+ English new agencies from explaining away their
- siignificance, We did not£decidezon any particular

. ecourse of action. On Saturday December 28 when the
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first returns came from Ireland Dr. Maloney came here
- from N. York and suggested that we get the pastors
~ everywhere to ask their congregations to rejoice at the

peaceful establishment of thexaggublic of Ireland, He and

the: three of usvwent immedlately to Monsignor: Coghlan's
j'and the Monsignor agreed with the idea. Before doing
_ anything Joe called up: the Judge but he was not at home.
: Monsignor Coghlan called up the Pastors on the phone and
thirty~four of them agreed to act as suggested and mest
of' the thirty-four did.

Dr. Maloney and I went to N.Y. and on arrival

called up the Judge. We went directly to his house,
It was on the way over, as far as T remember, he thought
Iof'the Proclametion and the note: to the Legations; also
the advisdability of the Judge: sending & cablegiem to

de: Valera congratulating him on §he peaceful establishmen$
of the: Regnblic. We suggested to the: Judge the 1mportance
;of having the: Pastors of N. York and Boston act as the
Pastors of Phila. acted. I was then too late to do
anything for Sunday but New Year*s Day was coming and we
urged action then. Weaarrangedmfor the Sunday meeting

at the: Judge's and T told you of it on Sunday morning.

| You will remember that nothing specific was done
at the meeting at: the Judge's house. On leaving I called
LDr. Maloney aside and told ﬁim we: had been talked out
‘and that we should meet later and do some work, We
arranged he should come to the Hotel Athens. The:
Proclamation not was: not discussed at the meeming-in the:
;Judge#s. They were: passed over as:unimportaﬁt.
{The.Géll&gher resolution was discussed an&,ioe, Dr,
' M2loney and! I were for having that resolution.withdrawh

‘and a resolution. for recognition fntroduced. Fr. Hurbon
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andi the rest of you were all ppposed to this. Personally

I still think our course:was:the better.

You, Father Hurbon, Lynch, Dalton, Joe and! I came: .
to the Athens. T don't remember what we: talked of
till Lynch and Dalton ieft. " Doctor Maloney called
immediately after the departure: of Lynch and Dalton.,
We then again took up the Proclamation an&‘the note to the
Legations., You made valuable suggestions and alterations

in both andi you agreed to both.

On Monday Dr. Maloney and I got the. Proclamation
typed. and he agreed to have it published in as many
N. York papers as: possible. He: had! lunch with the editor
of the: N. York Times and. told me over the phone before

leaving N.Y. that the Times would: publish it in full,

The editor returned to his office and found Judge

~ Cohalan's cable to de Valera congratulating him on his

- vdctory for self-determination. The editor of the Times

knew. who Cohalan was and for what he stood. He knew

" nothing of Dr. McCartan, ~The result was: that the: Judge's

cablegram got three: lines and the Proclamation was thrown

in the waste basket. The cable suggested. to the: Judge

.and to which he.did not object at the meeting was one of

"congraﬁulation on the peaceful establishment of the

Republie:, Witheout consultation with anybody, as far as
we here: are aware, he took a course different from that

suggested and cabled about the victory for self-determination

The Proclamation was published in full only by the

New York Globe. Extracts from it were published in theJ

gapers;hefe.' On Friday January 3rd 1919 T delivered the:

note to the: Legations and a2 synopsis of 1t was published

in all the papers but all Phila. papers published it in
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Eﬁull. The New York World on Sunday following published

it in full.

The Public Legder here on Sunday January 5th
returned to the Proclamation and published it &lso in full,
So much for the: Proclamation and note to the Legations.
But before leaving them I might remind you that the
Gaelic American or Irish World did not publish the note

"to the: Legations. I gave you a copy myself, a copy was

mailed to the Irish World and it, as I said, appeared in
full in the New York World Januery 5 1919.

At the meeting in Judge Cohalan's house: on Sunday
evening December 29th the Judge stated that the elected
representatives would meet. in a few days and proclaim
their policy. He suggested thaﬁawé should wait for that
smatemenf before taking definite action. We could no£

' dictate to them &c. &c. He forgot that we "dictated"

against. the: Irish Party at every meeting of the Clan na

Gael sinceatheeUnion under John Redmond.. You *dictated®

in thé'&ayésof the “New Departure” by cablegramé,

interviews &c. I’ submit that it was your duty and mine
40 Mdictate™ in a similar manner if we areftruesto our:

oath taken enteriﬁg the' Clan na Gaei. . The: Judge"s

. ®Jictation™ was virtually opposed to the: tenets of the

| élan na Gael and the fact will be recognised clearly in

Ireland by the men who hold the same ideals though it '

- may for a time be obscured here.

. . |

The Gaelic American of January 5th 1919 (I'm nqt
absolutely certain of the date) had an editorial and ét
the bottom of the first column & paragraph appeared

similar - almost word for word - to the Judge's advice re

supporting the: policy that would be proclaimed by the:.

elected representatives of Ireland in Ireland. The

elected representatives met on January 21st, proclaimed



| a Republic, and asked the free nations of the world for

support.. Judge Cohalan did not support them. They

~askedi Frish America for bread - Recognition of the

Republie - and JIrish America gave them a stone - Selfe-

. Determination.

Before gqing to Baltimore Judge: Cohalan told: Joe

. MeGarrity on the phone that; the Cardinal would not stand

| for the: Republic and wanted an understanding regarding

the least that should be accepted and suggested Self-
Determination.” Joe replied certainly nothing less

and admission of Irish delegation on same status as Poles

&c. The Judige: and his friends went: to Baltimore:, were

well recelived but asked not flor support for the Republic
but merely Self-Determination. They got it readily.

At a meeting in Judge Cohalan's house pmiof to the
Convention the resolution that the Céndinal was to
propose was: referred to. I gﬁt a proof sheet of"

America containing the: D&il Efreann®s address to;fhe free
nations; before the Judge&&nm.hointeé out that we were not

. keeping step - as Joe McGarrity phrased it - with the

' men: in Ireland by asking Seif-Determination. The Judge:

said the resolution would deal with. Ireland's status

- resulting from the exercise of Seif-Determination. I

replied that such was satisfactory as it could mean

nothing but the Republic.

The night before the Convention Joe- showed me a copy
of the resolutlion te be proposed by the Cardinal and it

"was not as the Judge promise& it would be. I then and

:there deéidedithat I would not even sit on the'platform;

andl T didn't, and kept away from Joe, Dr. Maloney and the

rest of you. Of course that made no difference to the
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Convention, but personally I can feel that I was no pa?ty

to pulling down the Republican flag. What was more

. sickening even than the Cardinel's resolution was the
?cable which you moved shoul&.be éent to de Valera.

. It congratulated the people on the victory for real
:national policy and guaranteed the support of Irish America
- *for full and complete: national Self-Determination',

'fhat cable, if support for full and complete natioﬁal

QSelf-Demermination; means anything associated with your

name was: a direction to de: Valera that you._did not.
recognise the: Republic proclaimed on January Zist but

demanded a plebliscéite on the gquestion.

" Professor de Valera took the Eﬁe perhaps under the:
impression that there was some subtle reason for such a

course, perhaps under specific instructions from.you,

- Lynch or Cohalan. At present I cannot say as I never
‘wrote a. 1line to Freland with the exception of & hurried
‘note one night at a céiligh. There: was one: channel

of communication and T believwed there should: be only one.

When compillaints: came of my silence I assumed that you would
explain it. The one channel of ‘communication has not
ibeen respected by all as faithfully as I did. The last
communication which I should in eourtesy have: seen at
:onceawaﬁ shown to me when It was impossible to consider it.
A telephone message or wire would bring me to N. York any
iday and Joe McGarrity as usual would willingly pey my fare,
There can be n® excuse therefore that Iﬁéould not be seen
‘or found.  That is not lmportant but it mede me decide
that, if everybody could communicate with Ireland and show
'the replies to men who had no right to see‘thém,and withhold
them from those who had a right to see them, then I too

'should communicate with Ireland.
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As I said Professor de Valeré took his cue from
the cablegrams: from the Judge and yourself. He: is
silent regarding the: Republic: proclaimed §n January 21
and. demands: Self~Determination.. Iﬁanfipipated this and
thought to prevent It. Without advice: from Joe or

anybody else I sent him a cablegram on March 12 in the

 hope: of it reaching him before making statement., It is

published in the: Independent on the same day as his
interview appeared, The Judge has won. De Valera is
out for *full and complete nationsl Self-Determination®.

You publish his interview in full after seconding a

motion for a Recognition Week on Monday night. In your

first editorial you virtually boast of the fact that the

- Judge's poddcy has been triumphant. That is that Self~-

- Determination has triumphed over the Republic of Ireland.

Now it is: you and not the Judge who is

. responsible: for the Judge would be helpless were he not
+ sure: of your support. He has a knack 6f jumping as

. gracefull} as any man I ever saw and he would have

. Jumped at once on the Republic band waggon iﬂ you had

; cracked the whip just as he scrambled up beside Frank P.

Walsh at the Metropolitan Opera House Meeting two weeks
after he stated in reply to me at the: F.0.I.F. that the

- Irish Republic did not exist and repeated the argument

. advanced! by Mr, Forester, that to demand recognition was

to demand that the U,S. declare war on England.
Professor de Valera hes accepted "dictation" from here;
and. what is the outlook? The peaple of Bréland voted. for
isep&ration frqm England; the élected.representatives
:proclaimed the: Republic; there was every indication that
ithe people wouldl have supported the. Republic. Now the

ileader'in,Ireland upon "dictation™ from the “leader" in
l ; : . .

-;America who follows ignores the Republic, Every



Q

‘8

. Conservative in Ireland from Cardinal Logue down will

do their utmost to interpret Self-Determination as :
Colonial Home Rule or the Act on the Statute Book. If

de Vélera cannot get back té the BRepublic, and I'donft see:

' how he can, 1t is only a question of a short time until

the majority of the people cease to think of the Républic.
Hadi we kept the: tricclour flying we could have kept the
mass of the Irish people thinking and speaking of the
Republic for at least ten years irrespective of the _
outcome of the Peace Conference. If anything comeé:out
of the Peace Conference the situation will be saved;

if not we are back to the old days. of constitutionalism.
The: first result will be a spiit in Ireland for the I.R.B.
will stand firm for the Republic: while the moderate
element supported by theemfespectablem classes will
continue to demand Self-Détermination‘or somethihg less

if de Valera. can be persuvaded to permit it. The

_ question will arrive here of how long the Clan na Gael

will keep behind the: T.R,B. in Ireland. The result will
be: a split between the Clan and F.0.I.F, For instance,
Harry McCarney left that meeting of the Council of the

i F.OL.I.F. disgusted with the whole proceedings and

' astonished at the Judge"s attitude. Mr. Montague

-~

axpresse@.his:astonishment also at the Judge's

. to Mr. MeCarney but he evidently reconsidered his copinion.

Now Judge Cohalan supports recognition of the Republie
but. it Is too late as de Valera has comnitted himself

and cannot jump &bout so easily as the Judge..

I may refer when I am at it to the belief
expressed: to me at Broad St. Station by Mr., Dalton, who
was good: enough to believe in my sincerity, that I am-

under the influence: of Dr. Maloney. I’ am under his
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jﬁnfluence to phe extent that I was under your influence
or that of Judge Cohalan with the exception that I did.
‘not trust him as I trusted either of you.. Il do not hand
my soul or Jjudgement over to &ny man's keeping and am
ipreparedfto disagree with him, if neéessary te-morrow,

1 Just asi I now disagree with the Judge and yourself,
l

| TheaJud@eewas not &fraid'to~tnus$ him when he was
fin a cornér. Yes, “ha'might throw & sprat to.catph
'afsalmonm but I at 1éasm never saw any attempt to cateh
the salmbn nor do I see: any tn.catch. The doctor*s
suspicion was'accepted &s'a statement of fact and gquoted
as a;smatement of fact when Archbishop Hanna started the
;cierical drive for Self-Determination. When the
;cdmmittéeawere to go to Washington'to meét theéBisﬁops
thé;mere suspicion of Dr. Malone& was guoted as a fact
ERY to prove/zggﬁsending of‘a delegation the meeting‘oﬁ‘
\ the: . Bishops 1n Washington was & trap which we were to
avoid. It was: a trap to be avoided beéause Cardinal
Gibbons; did ﬁot want td'receive,“radicals“ like: Judge
Cohalan and Judge Cohalan wanted to show %herdardinal
‘that he could. not receive the others without. him.
;Wﬁeﬁ dafdinal 0'Connell was coming to N.York Dr. Maloney
Eexpressed a2 doubt about the wisdom of the actwbut‘that
;&bubt is quoted as proof of the doctorsfulteriof motives.,
iThe doctérsssuspﬁcions ameafacts‘whén théy suit Judge
:Coh&lan"sspurpoées;;'his doubts aré;ﬁmoof of his
dishoneéty where they are counter to the Judge"é designs.,
;I judge Dr. Masloney by what he hassdone'and.Iijudge nis
proposals on their merits alone. Few men have done more:
ifor Ireland than he during the.last:few years., He opened
Eup:the'N.Y. Past for the Judge and his friends wheﬁ theéy

I
could not get a line elsewhere. Slander is a mean

,!method of knocking a man you cannot control. . Qne could
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.understand it from the petty creatures who strut about

1
!

!with an air of importance: but one expecis more from a
j .
“Judige:. God look to the movement led by & man who can
‘descend so low, We had an example of it last Monday

night when the Constitution was altered for the sake of

‘hitting back at one individual whom Judige: Cohalan could

not control. His crime being that he allowed me to

. fight for recognition of the Republic of Ireiland.
. There is no consideration for the feelings of men who

' have no axe to grind. Father Hurbon was steam-rolled

by - Tammany Hall methods but he‘merelﬁ smiles and reminds

-them that they felt they went over something. Pather

. Magennis is elected President. but is made to feel that he

is not President and has no influence. Father Magennis
may smilie: like: Father Hurbon but the movement is not made
up entirely of Magennises and Hurbons who will sink

their personal feelings for the sake of Ireland.

I did not go into Judge Cohalan's motives for all
his acts as they are: outside the main issue but. I will
do so at another time when the publication of the whole

story will not injure Ireland.

I know you will tell me the Judge was all the
time for the: Republic: I reply that Self-Determination
is: not synonymous with the Republic. He qudted de
Valera against me to prove: Self-Determination was the
ﬁolicw in Ireland. He‘suppressed.theﬂmessages he: had
fromlCathal Burgess to speak only of the Republiec and‘
when questioned by me refused to answer;— As far as he
could he sold the Republic: of Ireland. He eirculatgs
the story that I 4id not believe In having the Cardinal
at the Convention which is untrue. If he thinks he

can euchre: me by falsehood or slander he has the wrong
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man. He would be better to ease off on both Dr. MaloneY-

and myself as either of us could write one article on

‘him whieh any; of the: New York papers would gladly publish
| that would blow him so high that he would drop 2

i .
political wreck. ¥n doing so we: would not be insulting

N .
' the: Trish rece either.

! I will send a copy of this to Ireland and was
ianmiouﬁ to make my position and my opiniens clear to you.

: ' BUREAE: OF MILITARY, HISTQRY 1913-21
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