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i STATEMENT OF SEAN P. O SEAGHDHA,

Corcadhuibhne, in-Ddndroma, Baile £tha Cliath.

By virtue of the position I held as manager of the
Irish Cutlery Company, 17 Merchants Quay, Dublin, I was
frequently approached in 191);, 1915 and 1916 by Michedl
§ Hannrachdn to assist in making pikes and shells, it being
known that I was a contractor to the British Government for
shells, and this gave me the right to import steel with
priority certificates. ~ Such priority certificates enabled
me to get the steel in without both delay and examination.

From the time I came to Ireland in 1912, T was
identified, firstly, with the Gaelic League, secondly, with
the Volunteers and thirdly, with Sinn Fdin. I was also
associated with the Dublin Industrial Development
Association, These facts brought me into contact with the
leaders of the independence movement, who were able to call
upon my co-operation as 1 have desecribed in the preceding

paragraph.

As far as I can recall, the order to go to Italy

céme from Cathal Brugha who asked Michedl § Coiledn to go

down and see me at 17 Merchants Quay. Sometime during the

day before Michedl called, I noticed considerable activity

on the part of the D.M.P. and the C,I.D. around my place,

and T recall distinetly a big "bleachtaire® outside near

the forge as Michedl § Coiledn came up the gateway and both

made the same signal simultaneously, that is, they put

their thumbs intce their eyes. Michedl c¢ame in and gave me
- instructions to see Cathal Brugha, which I did subsequently.

As Michedl went out, I accompanied him down to the gate, to
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find leaning up against the Liffey wall another big
"bleachtaire"® and, to my surprise but to my great pleasure,
the same signals were exchanged, that is, the thumbs to the
eves, which to me indicated that Michedl had got his

friends inside the Castle working for him.

The day after Michedl's wvisit, Risteard Mulcahy canme
to me confirming the arrangements Michedl had made with me

regarding the visit to Cathal Brugha and to Italy.

I saw Cathal Brugha and he up in the attic of
ialor's, Candle Mamafacturers, Ormond Quay. Catﬁal was
very precise, and I think within a guarter of an hour or
less I got my instructions and, as far as I recall, I got
a sum of money for my expenses. In addition to the
instruetions, Cathal also gave me a letter of introduction
to Donal McHales of Genoa (Agente Consolare Generale,—
Irlandese per L'Italia, Piazza S. Bernﬁﬁo 26, Genoa, or
Via Montesuello 3-10)., I stikl have his card which I
shall give to the BuréZZ?h“¢?4;lso had a message for Sedn

T. 0'Kelly in Paris. He was our Ambassador in Paris at

the time.

I recall how eager Donal McHales was to give me all
the information as to how I could get in touch with the
War Office official in Rome to discuss the purchase,

delivery and packing of the military equipment.

I recall distinetly Donal McHales aceompanying me to
Rome because of incidents such as the following. The
journey from Genoca to Rome is very long and, after the waf,‘
rolling stock, both passenger and freight, in Italy was
poorly conditioned. We were held up at some railway
station en route to Rome when I heard "God Save The King"

being played by a band. The train stopped and all




passengers went tc the corridors. Also it was on this
occasion that Donal introduced me to Monsignor Ratti, who
afterwards became Pope Pius XI, and he challenged Monsignor
Ratti, saying that thoﬁgh he, Monéignor Ratti, had seventeen
or eighteen languages, he could not talk Gaelic. I spoke
Gaelic to him and kissed his ring, and he tried to repeat

after me a few phrases in Irish.

We were travelling from aboﬁt four o'cloeck one
afternoon to eight o'cloek the next morning before we
reached Rome, Donal wasted no time in taking me to the
War Office official's place of reception. My memory is
not at all clear on what took place at this interview but,
as far as my memory goes, an order for'the.military
equipment was given and 1nstpuctions as to its packing,
such as, a false bottomed ship which was to transport the
equipment. Having made arrangements for the purchase of
the érms; the gquantity of which I cahnot now remember, we
probably interviewed shipping firms and purchased
guantities of marble and architectural work in Genoa which

was to act as a camouflage for the arms.

So highly satisfactory was my mission that, on my
arrival in London, I gave my wifé detailed instructions
written in Irish to bring back to Cathal Brugha. I also
wrote in shorthand a translation of the same instructions
to a girl in Dungarvan, named Eilis Nf Carthafgh, for
transmission. This was a giri whom I had never seen.

I knew her only by her poems in‘the Irish weekly and
monthly "Mosquito® press and she had wrixtten to me on some
occasions applauding points of view that I had advanced in

the same press.

I travelled from London to Dublin first, my wife
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crossing the day after. On arrival in Dublin I immediately
reported verbally to Cathal Brugha anid he was ebviously very
pleased.

Probably a few months had elapsed and there was no

word of the military equipment from Italy arriving in
Ireland. I was not, of course, aware of the arrangements
that Michael Collins and Cathal Brugha had made regarding

port of disembarkation in Ireland but, being very anxious,

question about insufficient lira being available for the
purchase. It was thereupon decided to send another agent
to Italy to settle this matter, It may have been Vize.
There is no doubt off the success of my mission. The

l
I made enquiries and found, I think, that there was sone
mystery to me is why or how the whole affair petered out.

As far as I ecan remember, I had no written message
for Sedn T. O'Eelly but I think I had for Donal McHales
and this may have contained instruections re the port at
which the guns, ete., would be landed, because I definitely
have no recollection whatsoever of getting instruetions on

this particular peint.

I remember visiting the Archbishop of Dublin after
coming back from Rome and this was probably occasioned by
the instructions of Monsignor Curran of the Irish College,
Rome, whom we had visited there. I don't remember what

message I had for him, if any.

I notice that my passpoert, which-~ still‘have and
: W 8
whieh I will give %o the Bureau,,is datéd 27th February,
1920, and that it is endorsed for Cermany via Holland. I
did not go either to Germany or Holland, My first journey

seems to have been to France and the visas from the




Foreign 0ffice and the French Consul Generé; in London are
dated 19.5.'20. I travelled via Southampton-Le Havre. I
must have gone to France again almost immediately after my
return to London because the passport has another visa from
the French Consul General in London, dated 25.5.'20.
Apparently I went this time via Calals, though I have
absolutely no recollection of this, as I thought I always
travelled via Southampton-Le‘Hévre, It must have been on
this eccasion that I was advised for precautionary reasons
by either Leo Kerney or Mr} McWhite, whe were working in
our Office ianaris, to return to London via Ostend because
there is a visa for Belgium, dated 27.5.'20. I have a
distinet recollection of this journey via Ostend because I
sent a telegram from Ostend to‘my friends in London.

There is another visa from the Consul General of France in
London, dated 31.5.'20, and an embarkation‘stamp shows that
I returned - probably from this journey - on the 1l0th June,
1920.

The pagsport shows two further visas, one dated
12.6.120, issued by the Consul General of France in Ldndon,
and another dated 17th July, 1920, issued by the British
Foreigh Office for "travelling to France and Germany. I

never travelled to Germany.

I always said I travelled to the Continent on six or
 seven different oceasions and this is confirmed by the
‘passport. Unfortunately, owing to my defective memory due
.partly to the lapse of thirty-two years and partly to a
breakdown I had in 1937, I cannot now remember very much
about them and am inelined to confuse them all in my mind.
I %now that in Paris I stayed in the Hotel des Etrangers, .
not far from the Grand Hotel where Sedn T. 0'Kelly had his

headguarters. I visited our representatives there many




fas

-6 -

times to eonsult them about my missions. I am convinced
that all these Jjourneys were for the purpose of procuring
arms, but I don't think any of them had any result except
the lasgt one when I went to Italy, as I have already

deseribed,

If I had to rely on my memory about this too, I would

have salid that it was in the summer and that I spent several

days in Paris both on the outward and return'journey, but

that impression is contradicted by the passport. This shows
the date of the visa fof this Journey as lSth November, 1920,
and the frontier stamp for my‘entrance into Italy as 1T7th
November, 1920. Two further stamps give the date of my
leaving Italy as the 22nd November, 1920, and my embarkation

at Le Havre as 2%rd November.

‘It is a good Job I kept the passport as, otherwise, }
any information I would have given from my confuéed'memory ‘
would have been quite misleading. However, Donal lcHales
and Monsignor Curran should be able to confirm the success
of my journey to Genoa and Rome in search of arms for the

I.R.A. |
|
|
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PASSPORT REGULATIONS.

v

1, AppricaTions for Foreign Office Pasaports must be made
;the aiithorized form, and enclosed in a cover addressed to
% PasspoRT OFFIcE, 1, Lake ByILpings, St. Jaures' PAgK,
ogpor, 8.W. 1.”
3. The charge for a Passport is 5. Passports are issued at
Pasgport Office, between the hours of 10 and 4 (Saturdays 10
1), except on Sundays and Public Holidays, when the Pass-
MiSort Office is closed.  Applications should, if possible, reach the
T Passpori Office not less i]f\\mn saven days before that on which
.the gasspott is reqnired. If the applicant does not reside in
- Londdn, the Passport may be sent by post, and a Postal Order
_for ba. should in that case accompany the application. FosTAGE
'BTAMPS WILL NOT BE MWEOKIVED IN PAYMENT.-

3. Foreign Office Passports are granted —

(L) To patyral-born British subjects.

(2.) To the wives and widows of such persons ; and

{(5.) Togemns naturalized in the United Kingdom, in
- e British Dominions or Colonies, or in India.

A married woman is deemed to be a aub{')ect of the State of
~har husband is for the time being a subject.’ '

47 4. Passports are granted :—
. (1) In the case of natural-born British subjects and
: .. peapohs naturalized in the United Kingdom, upon
. .~ _iHa production of a Declaration by the a plicant in
- the -authorized form, verified by a Declaration
‘nade by a wember or official of any Banking Firm
gstablished in the United Kingdom, or by any
) Magi Provost, Justice of the - Peace,
of Religion, Barvister-at-law, Physician,
citor, or Notary Public, resident in the
] ! The applicant’s Certificate of
and other evidence may also be required.
'pplicants serving in His Majesty’s Forces may
3 ,E&gaﬁdeclamﬁons verified by their Com-
cer. .




(2.) In the case of children under the age of 16 years
requiting a separate Passport, upon production of a
Declaration made by the child’s parent or guardian,
in a Form (B), to be obtained wpou apyilication to
the Pasaport Office,

(3.) In the case of persons naturalized in any of the
British Self-governing Dominions, upon production
of a Recommendation from the High Commissioner
or Agent-General in London of the State con-
cerped ; and in the case of natives of British
India end yersons naturalized therein, upon
production of a Letter of Recommendation from
the India Offive. Personsnafuralized or ordinarily
vésident in any of the Crown. Colonies wust obtain
a Letter of Recommendation from the Colonial
Office. .

. §. Tf the applicant for & passport be o Naturalized British
subject, the Certificate of Naturahzation must bé forwarded to
_ the Passport Office withi the Declaration or Letter of Recom-
 mendation. Naturalized British subjects, if resident in London
. ot Th the suburbs, must apply personally for their Pesaports at
- the Passport Oifice ; if resident in the country, the Passport
. will be sent, and the Certificate of Naturalization returmed, to
' the person who may have verified the Declaration, for delivery
| to %he applicant. S .
: Naturaljzed British subjects will be described as such in
. their Passports, which will be issned subject to the necessary
qualifications, .

£
i

fra. .«

. 6. Foreign Office Passports are not available bevond twe

“tyears from the date of issue. They may be renewed for four

- Farther periods of two years each, after which fresh Passports
must be obtained. The fee for each renewal is 2s.

7. A Pasdport cannot. be issued by the Foreign Office on
~ behalf of 2 person already abroad ; such person sheuld apply
“¥for one to the nearest British Mission or Consulate. Passpo
Hgruat not be sent out of the United Kingdom by post. :

¥ .

n ﬁ'om'g—n Office, November, 1919,
L S .
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PHOTOGRAPH OF WIFE.
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