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Chapter 19.

Once the first shock of‘the‘intensification of
the guerilia warfgre, and particularly the street
wérfare, and the subsequent onslaughts of the Ciown
forces had been encountered and felt, the Dublin Brigade
could be said to be feeling 1ts sea-legs. We were:
meeting the worst period in our existence then and; as a
consequence, we as individuals entertained but one
thought to strive by might and main to give of our best
in the fight. No other course was open to us, due in a
large meas&re to the strain of the times we were living
in, the pace of the game that was set and sometimes by
the force of circumstances, if hot more often by military
expediency, policy or endeavour. One time the forces of
the Crown demonstrated their strength and prowess by
sheer-bfute force, the next the I.R.A. ﬁy ruse,
subterfuge or stratagem engaged in some daring expleit, .
the urge in each case being to exact an influence on the
Situation then preﬁailing. Meanwhile the General
Headquarters of the I;R.A., fbrcing‘the issue, sought an
intensification of guerilla warfare, 1ssuing;orders from
time to time to keep up the pressure. ‘'An tOglach', the
official organ, which was being circulatéd weekly dﬁring
the period instead of fortnightly as previously,
expressed the minds of G.H.Q. gnd, seekiﬁg in every way
to stimulate enthusiasm, gave first-hand accounts of
actions and episodes as the fight progressed. Exploits
of daring the& were: which were depicted in glowing '
coclours and by way of imparting military knowledge and
to encourage the military spirit. Lectures were given
to Company'officers on the more Iimportant ambushes as
carried out by some of the flying columns. By that
meané and in other ways, every opportunity was availed of.

to speed up activity.
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As already referred to, in Dublin, street ambushing .
and the‘preparation for it became the main form of
operation. Kach company was required_to provide for

its own system of ambush groups, acting separately

‘i and independently of other units or parties.. Generally

Companies were only permitted to operate in their own
allotted area and were given a certain amount of scope
and liberty subject at first to certain limitations, ‘}\
which suggested that no operation of a military nature,
ambushing especially, was to be carried out within the
immediate neighbourhood of certain buildingsrthétrwere
being utilised as Dail Eireann or I.R.A, Offices or
places otherwise frequented by leadingv.officers of our
G.H.Q. In some instances special permission of G.H.Q.
had to be obtained beforehand for the carrying out of an
ambush in such areas. These arrangements gemerally
ﬁorked out well énd up to a point were reasonably good.
Tt became a kind of unwritten law to respect territory
that was considered to be invulnerable to- our side,

so aifmally. - implied in those orders. Compan&
Commanders in subsequent action sought to maintain the
status quo - by no means an easy matter to do when
military sfrategy or urgency demanded otherwise. Without
overstressing the point it might be well to record that

there were hardly.ény Battalion areas and certainly few

) Coﬁpany areas that had not got some such placeé_- dumps

and buildings. Certainly oﬁr first Battalion had
quite a rumber of them; and the very fact of their
existe:qce did not in any way léssen the difficulties
for Battalion or Company Commanders who had to 'keep
these thiﬁgs in mind when planning any form of action

or operation.

We had, during that period,_cbntrived;to keep
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abreast of the fimes and in conformity with our orders
endeavoured to extend the scope for street.ambushing.

In order the more successfully to utilise our men

to the full, graduasted systems of posting parties for
such operation had to be devised. The ambuéhing parties
were of variable sizes and dispositions depending in many
instances on the type of operation intended. These

were placed at suitable points generally on the main
thoroughfares, through which British Crown Forces
patrolled or moved, in motor tenders of various
denominations and makes, In some cases the latter_

moved singly or in convoys of two or more cars at a time,
Sometimes they operated as patrol parties, but, not .
uncommonly, they were passing through from points

to point on some military errand or mission. Besides
they were sometimes fast moving high powered cars

many of them being most up to date types, lancia,
Crossley, and Rolls Royce tenders then the;acme of
perfection and reliability which were.particularly used
by the British Auxiliaries. The larger three to 5 or 6

ton lorry was used by the British Army personnel.

Our form of waging street warfare necessitated the
use of grenade and or ;evolvers. In the case of the
latter a more limited but not less important use was
adopted. Sometimes they were employed to break up an
ambush attack; at other times their use was intended
to support the man or men whose task it was to deliver
the grenade attack. Very often men armed with revolvers
were placed with men armed with grenades or convenient
thereto in order to act as protection when the attack
was delivered. Sometimes the grenade men were armed

with revolvers.



In allotting men to the duties of street ambushing
the greétest care had to be exercised to pick those who
had specialised training in grenade throwing and aim
delivery. This involved a certain amount of skill,
much labour in training and a full understanding of
grenade technique. Regarding these several matters it
could be said that our (C) company had reached a fair
state of efficiency during the course of the previous
four years and especially within the two years before
by means of lectures, demonstrations and prgctice. Few,
if any, of our men were unfamiliar with that subject.
Not merely that but we had what might be termed, an
intimate.assoéiatioﬁ with manufacturing of the misile
in its various compositién, stages and assembly, by
reason of the fact that some three of our men had given
time and lébour on same., Two of these, Paddy Macken
and John Farrell were, unfortunately, interned in
Ballykinlar at that period. The third, Danny Holmes
was a prisoner in Mount joy Jail. They éach had devoted
various mumbers of years at‘that work, working undexr
the Battalion Quartermaster and or the Director of
Munitioné. Part of the specialised training which our
Company had gone through was conducted during 1919 and
part of 1920 by a former British Army grenéde instructor
whose servicés'wére availed of by our former Captain
Sean Flood in order to perfect our men in the use of
same. This service, it must be understood was
supplemehtary to the training which we - had réceivéd
or were receiving from Captain Flood and at least the
two junior officers and two of the N.C.0s. Dinny Holmes
and Patrick Kirk. The instrﬁction imparted ﬁo'us by
our ex-British instructor concerned the use of the "Mills"
which was a British Army_pattern grenade. It must ge 4

recorded too that this redoubtable instructbr, as well
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as another, also an ex-British Army Sergeant who was
"teaching" us the use of the Britisp Arny Service Lee
ﬁgfield :ifle, were not duly members of fhe the I.R.A, The
Grenade Instructor knew little of our own " Number Niﬁe"
home ﬁade boob. He was wrapped up in the Mills and we
though partial to our own type'were not unduly
unreasonable in "taking inP'the training he imparted

for we were quité adaptablé_fo the possible use of one

or the other whichever such became available or feasible

In taking advantage of these men who acted as instructors

.the golden rule had been observed to just keep them

at that as they were not considered as members of the
Company. It is only fair to them to record_fhat the

persons referred to rendered us some valuable help in theil
various capacities though some of it was a repetition

of the training we had already undergone in previous years.

Hence, it was to be expected that, in the early
part of_l921, ve were not hehind in training or
efficiency in the several spheres of military science.
Some there were who made claim to the boast that our

Company was one of the best in that respect. However,

~ that may or may not be,. We could undoubtedly assert

that we had learned well and had been taught well in
the use of such weapons as rifle, revolver and grenade.
Experience and adaptability in their use would do the

rest,

. As times went on the Companies increased the scope
and character of their ambushing plans and instead of
one ambush party being on duﬁy for one night or one
pléce, two, three or more were planned, until every
Campany Area became a possible danger zome. It must
not be thought, however, that every such ambush |

party came into action.all at once or on any one occasion.
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That generally depended on the activities of the Britisﬁ
Forces_and especially the movements of British Motor
detachments. How often had men who had been out on
ambushing parties for an hour or more in the night time
reported to their Company Officers that no British
activities occurred in their vicinity, or on the other
hand that too great activity was noticeable on the part
of the British. There were occasions too, when the
British Forces were showing activity not at but in the
vicinity of positions where our men were stationed
awaiting to carry off an ambush. Not infrequently other
Companies might have become engaged in an ambush near
where our men were situated, in which event discretion
was the better part of valour. In either evenfualities'
safety lay in beating a.hasty retreat or to lie lows .
though generally the former course was considered the
most adviseable in the circumstances, as our plans were
specifically made to deal a blow at a given point and
any sudden alteration of that plan, without careful
consideration or proper direction might not have the
maximum telling effect desired. As we planned to
ambush the enemy at a given point or points we in all
cases selecting the locality and time for such in the
%ull light affording the best possible advéntage, reason,
sound military reason dictated that we, rather than they,

should set the pace in all operations of that nature.

In many instances we were ‘groping in the dark
when we could not foresee or even hazard a gﬁess on the
score of the enemy's plans, movements or activities
in a given districf or at any particular time. There
were océasions when parties of‘British soldiers or
auxiliaries moved along the route of the ambushing
party or parties as a big convoy consisting of quite

a rmmber of motor vehicleé, sometimes protected by one
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or more armoured cars; of such size and disposition:as to
be invulnerable to the modest attacks that our men

were preapred to deliver or to tackle. This was hardly
to be wondered at when consideration is given to the fact
that only a small rmber of men of the I.R.A. units

armed only with grenades and or,'revolvérs were on duty
on such pccasions, thus precluding the possibility of
engaging in a big attack against a force that was
proximately their superior in everylsense of the word.
Besides the presence of armoured cars with the convoys

or transports presented a problem with which our grenades
and revolvers were not capable of dealing - unless we
desired to make undue sacrifice of life - the lives of
our own men and incidentally the civilian populaticn

in the immediate neighbourhood of the action - considera-
tions which were of prime importance to us in the

circumstances.- That is not suggesting that no action

.could be taken against such large forces but the mens

orders were to abttack single lorries plying in their

immediate vicinity.

The mobility, speed and characteristics of the
armoured cars and even some of the motor lorries, some

of which were armoured, afforded a certain greater

~amount of protection for the British Forces travelling

a la mode. Add to that the feature that they generally
operated in pbpulous areas on the main thoroughfares

and you get a fair picture of the difficulties facing
the I1.R.A. in pursuing action against them. Besides
being afforded a certain measure of protection that

way they alsoc had quite a considerable measure of
security; for only the best aimed grenade was capable ..

of being.landed_into their cars when travelling at the

speed which habit or orders directed them. But not
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always did they move so expeditiously. There-were

occasions when they moved with caution and not in haste.

In the course of time the British Forces came
to realise that danger Iurked at any or eﬁery street
corner in Dublin. We, however, knew differently -
knew in pafticular that not every'street corner was
useful in the military sense for knocking up the enemy.
Even some of them that were suitable were not availed of
for many reasons; The compelling point in our embush
operation was to get-the British when they were least
on guard - to surprise them. The British Forces
may have surmised that every civilian was a potential
ambusher. Thus they sought to be always on the dlert
and were none to0o squeamish in their actions to eliminate

them when occasion made such a course lmperative.

We in the I.R.A. recognised that a fair
proportion of the civilian population did not favour
or support our form of warfare, although in the main
many of them, due to fear of the consequences, suffered
in tolerance to the ordeals imposed or resulting
therefrom. With all this and.despite it the - I.R.A. had
had to plan and take info account, as far as possible,
the interests, the safety and'convenience of the
civilian population. Many.an ambush plan had had to
be scotched or scrapped because of the apparent or actual
presence of people other than our own armed parties.
. Not so the British who worked on the principle of -,
"pusiness as usual" or duty first last and all the time.
Unlike them we were faced with other difficulties of
an individual and personal nature, one of which was the
dreadful possibility of causing bodily injury'or even
death to the members of our own familises owing %o

ambushing on our part., We could not even warn or
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appraise them of the dangers of béing in certain districts
or streets where ambushes were liable to be carried out.
ﬁoﬁ that the rank and file were always aware before-
hand as to the location or time of ambushes as news of
these were generally only issued a short time before
the enterprise and seldom over a long period and
perhaps the night previous. The men were under a rule
of secrecy hot to give knowledge of it to any one.
Actually their own personal safety depenﬁéé on then

adopting a non-communicative attitude in that matter.

Generally each ambush party was commanded by an
officer or N.C.0. After a short time on duty in that
sphere of ambush pafties the men accepted as a mere
matter of routine any variation or alteration in the
plans accruing only in so far as the inclusion or
dropping of a man on the operation. Every intended
action was governed by the nature and extent of the area
to be covered and the particular scope of the projected

ambush or ambushes.

The importance of that form of warfare can be
best guaged by the fact that our own G.H.Q. issued
mmerous orders from time to time, expressive of the
desire to intensify our actions against the British.
In like manner the Dublin Brigade authorities and our
1st Battalion 0.C. - Paddy.Holohan - stressed the
importance of getting on with that phase of fighting.
At weekly meetings of our Battalion, Officers of
Companies were particularly prevailed on to get the
men out on ambushing and we were urged, nay, appealed
to, to show that our Battalion was alive and doing
well in that sphere. There was always the urgent

- necessity to.do so. Indeed it had been commented on

by our Commandant, P. Holohan, that there was a feeling
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“abroad that our Battalion was hehind in the émbush

warfare. We were not doing enough.

These urgings and admonitions ‘sorely -
aggrieved some of us Officers particularly when‘we knéw
that our commands and our men were on the spot and doing
their best in the conditions then prevailing. For reasons

already emumerated - the sometimes short time at our

disposal between the period of the termination of our

ordinary avocation or working hours and the coming on
of the Curfew - and the sometimes appearance of British
Forces when our men were on duty - largely mullified our
efforts. But, if there was just cause for complaint

on the score that Companies were not doing enough in the
ﬁay of activity the words of exhortation apd admonition
on the part of the higher Officers, our own Commandant
includéd, affected to bring into play a more active and
a more sustained effort into the fighting.

As against that it could be said by at least some
of the officers of Companies that the fault of not showing
results was not due to any laxity on their part or on the
part of the men under them. Rather was it due in many
instances to circumstances over which we officers and
the men under us had no control. One factor that
materially helped to stulltify our efforts in the
direction desired ﬁas that of the difficulties which some
Compaﬁies, as indeed was the case with our own company,
were confronted ﬁith not being able to use some of the
cﬁstgmary halls for meetings and where we were able to
do so could only muster a small group of our men at any
given time and that only occasionally and spasmodically.
In consequence of this we had to content ourselves at
great risk to meet or assemble at points outside -~ in

private dwellings or in the streets or alleys. We had
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always the task of keeping contact with our men and our
men with us for purposes of posting men to ambush
parties and issuing of current orders, ﬁany of our
usual haunts were ?orfeit or if used at all éould not be
used regularly owing to repeated raids or danger of raids
by the British. Such buildings as the Foresters Hall
No. 41 Parnell Square, The Banba Hall, 20 Parnell Square,

The house at ¥+ Parnell Square, the several Sipm Fein

' Clubs and Gaelic League Halls in our Battalion area which

had been constantiy in uée for parades of various

companies becaﬁe out of bounds or had to be ﬁtilisgd
sparingly. Some of them had to be used not always for
purposeg of training but as assembly points for Companies
or parts of Companies, for meetings of the Battalion Staff,

Battalion Council Meetings, or for special classes.

In this connection it must be mentioned that even in the

' worst period of ‘the fighting, 41 Parnell Square and the

Banba Hall were open houses for Battalion Council

‘Meetings although the risk of capture was ever present,

We had to be always on the alert in anticipation
of raids by the British during the progress of our
meetings. Precautionary measures aimed at securing
protection had to be adopted for Battalion Council
Meetings., A protective party of men from 'I' Company
Battalion Cyclist Company generally was on duty outside
the meéting place to give warning of the presenﬁe and
movement convenient thereto. Similar precautions had
to be taken by companies when meeting in large or small
mmbers. Up to that time the Battalion Council Meetings
were luckily held_in,regular sequence, the officers
attending eséaping the attentions and raids of the British

though we had-many uncomfortable moments and a. few

nerve testing experiences. Companies too had been
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favoured with good luck, the only one unfortunate
eXample being "F"' Company which was found off guard when
raided and suffered the loss of a goodly number of their

men at a meeting in a hall in Buckingham Street.

In @entioning the matter of the utilization of
the various buildings for I.R.A. purposes it was as it ‘
were generally accepted policy to disguise the fact
that we were I.R.A. Units. Hot infrequently they were
booked under such harmless titles as athletic clubs,
football teams etc. These subterfuges'and‘tricks
helped us in no small measure to preserve the integrity
of our units from the inroads that had been;;were being
or were liable to be made in pursuit of British action
against such places. Small wonder then thaﬁ we had
come to realise the direful, threatening nature of the
position we were in and that we should take appropriate

steps to protect our units and our men by any and every

means at our disposal.

We had to take chances and put discretion to the
wind at times in using some of the above meniioned
premises or any premises and:1um the gauntlet of discovery
and capture. Perhaps the hall, 41 Parnell Square,
and the Banba Hall, 20 Parnéll Square afforded us a
partial security on the ground that the former was one
vhich was let and used by mumerous public associations,
éocieties and clubs and the latter was a Trades Union
Hall. Eéch of them let out their halls for dancing etc.
By that means we might be safely nestled within each
foundation and perhaps because we had not many alternative
places to meet. Even these did not always afford '
security against alarms and tidings of approa@hing and

jmpending danger as English parties appeared in the

vicinity on some mission or activity. We had always
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to be conscious of the risks we were running on such

occasions and might have no other option but to hold

‘on, or on the other hand effect to gracefully retire from

the scene.

The arrangements of only being able to assemble a :

few men at a time was a regular nightmare to many of us
qfficeré who had a large number of men to contend with.
That was so in the case of our Company. It was less so
in the case of officers with a small roll of membership.
The particular circumstances of our Company in that
respect was that of being confronted with a perplexing
problem whereby all the members could not be paréded

on the one occasion or in one bﬁilding without
imperilling their personal liberty. We could have

carried on better were we able to meet together in that

way and so do oﬁr vork much better and more expeditiously -

instead of having to do it in parts and in a round about

fashion;

At the end of February 1921 the Dublin Brigade
I.R.A, was mﬁlitarily‘sfill in the field or ﬁather on
the streets of Dublin bombing the British forces whenever
and however favourable ovvortunity occurred to do so. |

There was no lessening in the manifold diffiqulties

" that our men had to face in the bombing attacks which

were being carriéd_out during that period. Not the
least difficulty aﬁd annoyance was the variation and
extension of the Curfew hours. In that way we were
denied certain useful periods of time for our military
activities, and consequently felt ourseives tied to
shorter hours for so doing. The British in é;sense
benefited by the imposed curfew as they straiﬁed every
nerve to overcome our powers of resistance by curtailing

valuable time, every moment of which was conceived to be



of relative importance.

Adjusting our plans to beat the Curfgw hours
and still strike telling blows against the British
became a problem that tested the mettle and character
of officers of Company Units. The men in a self-
sacrificing spirit likeﬁise ad justed themselves to the
time factor in order to keep pace with the increasing
tempo of street ambushing and the devised plans for them.
Every company in the Dublin Briggde area was more'or
less poised for assault. Our own “C" Company
contributed its share in the generél-ﬁlan. The main
"concern was to come into action and show results always.
That word always did not however oécur in every instancek
for the simple reason that ambush parties owing to
extranious circumstances, were unable on many occasions
to deliver and bring off an ambush operation in
proportion to the plans that were afool. and the namber
of ambush parties and men that were employed ever§
night in the week. Reports of abortive ambushes, of
ambushes éhat might havebeen, and sometimes the sparcity
of enemy movements during the allotted time at their
disposal for that duty were not uncommon features,

indeed in some instances were too common and commonplace.
i

OurlCompany, as indeed other.companies'as well,
had quite a toll of miéadventures aﬁd misfortunes on
‘that score. The amount of time and labour expended was
often spoiled as a result, much to the chagrin and
disgust of the men themselves who felt deeply upset
for being frustrated in cafrying off their seyeral coups .
Of the men it could be said they were splendid and
though':facing up to grave triatlg gave much of the spare
time they possessed, lived up/ the best traditions of

the Dublin Brigade. It was found too and many a
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Company officer could give testimony to it tﬁat the

men placed on ambush duty behavéd wonderfull& whether
they succeeded or failed in coming into action. It was
felt that in many cases the faultr was not theirs for
not being more fortunate in their quest for hitting hard

decisive blows.

Many accounts could be recorded in proof of the
heroism, fortitude and constancy of such men whether
acting in small or large groups or parties, In that
respect mention might be made of indifidual cases of
bravery of those vho showed signal courage in the midst
of danger. Such cases were not rare among .the Dublin
Brigade. Less rare too was the enthusiasm of the men
to volunteer their services. These cases concern our
Company but they may be typical of other Companies in the
Dublin Brigade. As alread& mentioned certain types of
" men were regularly utilised for ambushing. Other men
feeling peeﬁed or slighted sought similar consideration

and service, beseeching Company Officers to put them on
that work and Qctivity. Citation of a few cases by way of
example may suffice, Take the case of one of our Company
members who was lame., He (Sean Morrissey) could march as
well and as fast as any others in the Company. Added to
that was his regular attendance at parades,'rohté marches,
field manoeuvfes and patrol duties. His physical
infirmity did not cause him to sit down when i‘.here was
the question of serving his country. Be beéame one of
our Company Signallers of which he soon became proficient.
Even that did not satisfy him; he wanted to be én ambush
parties and to take part in ambushing. Anothef, a young
lad, Eddie Flood who was a brother of our former Company.
Captain, Sean Fiood, sought to prevail on us to put him

- on ambush parties. The fact that already his family -
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there were five of them in the I.R.A., - did not deter him
from making the effort to do big things. Sﬁgange as it
may seem his big complaint was that he had béen "kept

in the background too long®. He deduced, or blamed the
fact that he was in the saﬁe Company as his brother Sgan
our former Captain. Indeed he had often murmured against
being held down in such a way. The new urge was to kick
the traces which Sean's absence helped to undo..
Piteously he pleaded for an écfive part in the armed

activities of the Company. His wish was granted..

A third case concerned a group of men of the
Company'attending the first aid class, showing thereby
a willingness and solicitude to engage in the'fighting
That in shoft was the keynote of their demands.

Cases of elderly men who had big domestic
responsibilities - fathers of large families and the like -
some who were not considered active enough for the quick
" movements of street warfare and those who.in one way or
another showed signs of physical weakness, apart altogether
from those who were impatient or "jumpy" as well as some
who were undergoing military specialised training in ofher
spheres which were sought to Be retained at all costs
created problems for Company Officers. fn several
instances men in these categories felt it hard to acquiece
to any form of inactivity or to rémain inactive wheﬁ
there was work to be @one, especially when some of their
immediate comradés were being availed of for such duties.
It followed then as a natural consequence that, if at all,
these men could only be used épéringly. But time and
circumstances change and so it was that as the éuerfilla
warfare in Dublin developed use was made of some of these
men in some capacity - Company Officers always keeping
in mind the importance of maintaining as far as possible

the fabric of the specialised training services of first
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ajd and signalling.

Much could be written on the score of the many

-willing volunteers for duty on ambushing. 01d and young

the aétive and the not so active vied with one another
for the work. The older they were the more insistent
were their pleadings and demands to partake in'the work
fo be let do things “the same as the young fellows" as..
some of them put it, but that work was generally mére for
the fleet of foot, the young and the-active, a fact begot
by experience as many had learned., "To hit and run”
quickly was ever the safest course to pursue on such
occasions. Speed in bringing off an ambush and getting
awéy were vitally essential conditions and considerations
in that type of warfare then becoming fast and furious,
If there was‘any choice it was and had to be in favour
of the young fast-moving and least cumbersome among our
men and if perchance we, the Company Officers, deigned
to waive the point to admit the inclusion of others who
were a bit elderly and less active, only considerations

of extreme necessity prompted and advised the course.

Besides the many difficulties, as set forth in
previous paragraphs we had to contend with, not the least
was the activities of other ambush parties adjacent to
of in the immediate neighbourhood where our men were
situated. Company Officers never knew and were never
appraised what other Units coﬁtemplated to do or were
doing. Anything could be happening fifty, a hundred or
more yards away. As activities were conducted at the

discretion of officers of Company Units and iniependent

and -distinct from other Units, arrangements by ﬁay of

liaison did not exist nor were any efforts made to acquaint
them of any such intended action or actions. - The

possible effect of such was that it created at times
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overlapping and/cutting across other people or other
units ‘work, not to mention the likeliliood of clashing
all of which accentuated the many other difficulties
confronting ambush parties. Many lurid examples could
be given of the operationof such plans or of the
ramifications and dangers of such a proceeding in which
recourse was had to the'quantative nature of providing
bombing and ambush parties rather than to the qualative

selecting and arranging of them in such a way as not to

trip up others on the same duties.

‘Pertinent to that whole question of widespread
bombing as conducted by units of the Dublin Brigade I.R.A.
against the British forces and by way of illustration

several ambushes that were carried out in our First

 Battalion area may be cited. Soﬁep such occurred quite

ad jacent to our Compény'operatibnal zone at a time vhen
oul men were on duty for ambushing. These were the

the respective ambushes at North King Stfeet in which

men of 'B!' Company were involvedg the ambushes conducted
by 'HY Coﬁpany at Parnell Street and by the same Company
at Upﬁer end of Capel Sﬁreet; the ambush engaged in by’
the 5th Battalion at North Frederick Street which, without

‘ minimisiné their importancevfrom the military standpoint

conduced to neutralise the powver and effectiveness of'ourmen
on the several occasions and.caused them to retire from
their positiors before the arrival of vossibly large
reinforcements of British forces. Any other course would
have leftusas itwould leave others similarly placed in a

very invidious position indeed.

Similarly any action carried out by our unit effected
other neighbouring units and in conseguence cht across
their plans. The results accruing from these were not

always satisfactory. Where such conditions prevailed
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many other difficulties were bound to arise. We had no
means of changing the procedure without infringing

the effectiveness, the initiave and the movements of
Company Units or in upsetting the independent
discretionary powers residing in Company Officers to.do
their work in their own particular way and without let

or hindrance from other officers or commands. They, like
us, had no other option but to accept the rules of the .

game that was being played on the streets of Dublin.

It was plain as the months progressed that we
were all set for a 1ong and tedious ordeal of attrition.
This was made evident by the issuing of larger supplies
of munitions, particularly grenades, an odd revolver

and some revolver ammunition, Opr Battalion Q.M.,

(Joe Corless) and his assistant were busy men indeed,

each working like trojans to keep pace with supply and
demand . ‘Jde was, if anything, a trustworthy and efficient
Q.M. We doubted if a better could be found for the job
which of late had reached enormous proportions.

Compaints, there were, by the score, on the question of
supplies; none could be raised aéainst ouf Q.M. or his worth
and work. It was through no fault of his that supplies
were not al'\;rays available. When forthcoming they were
distributed.to the various Companies by means of a workable
system which in.the interest of all he had adopted as a

kind of fixed principle.

He had an unenviable task of looking after the
Battalion Storés, being responsible for the procuring,
the distribution and safety of all warlike material
entrusted to his care. As regards the latter the guestion
of storage was indeed a vital one. This was where our

Company rendered very special service. We placed our

Company Dump or part of it in Glasnevin at his disposal.
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our Company Q.M., Sean Nathan working in close co=
operation with him, the two of them collabgrating in
various capacities and on the broad basis of partnership
in respect of thewilisation and Qccupation of the
premises. Regarding &he‘occupancy of the premises only
one severe condition was enjoined. The Battalion Q.M.
was ﬁrevailed on and agreed to maintain the strictist
secrecy as to the nature of the dump anﬁ to treat the
place as private where only the smallest number of people
were'to be permitted to use it. These conditions were
made necessary.for_reasons of security and to spare
the dump from being discovered and raided by British

Eorces.

Our Battalion Quartermaster's job was not made
anything lighter by the several 4ifficulties associated
with the safe transporting to_that and to other
rendezvous. Such difficulties would have daunted other
men but not Joe. He possessed a latent characteristic
for doing things as they should and must be done
possessed not merely a dogged pertinacious will but a
stout heart which admitted neither defeat or frustration
His was a coolness, a sangfroid and a resourcefulness
of no mean order or degree. The part which he played
in his particular sphere and at such a time could be
regarded as marvellous in the extreme. If ever a man vas
brave and devoted and trustworthy he was. DMore than
that he was a man of many parts, versatile in speech
and manner, a sometimes cold rigid disposition, at
other times fulsome and exuberant and full of gaiety. He
was one not easy to be taken in or beguiled wpo prided
himself and others assetted it, as possessing a keen
business instinct and acumen, who showed himsélf to be
shrewd in all his transactions, & man hard_fo bargain

with, and one who could, and would, hold out for the
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last cent and possibly get it. These descriptions
could aptly fit him in his capacity as Battalion Q.M.

‘But neither of these detracted from his many other

good qualities and characteristics as far as work for

the Battalion was concerned.

Apropos of the hard bargaining on tﬁe part of the
Q.M. I had known men who in their dealings with him |
had boasted that they had "wiped his eye" (By-the-bye
“wiping his eyes® or “eye—wiping“ was regarded as a mild
form of extracting a mead of gain or privilege} In

the particular instance referred to the words meaﬁt

_that some material or financial point had been scored

over him and to his(the Q.M's disadvantage). A simple
bargain indeed! One, however, had only to consider
the Battalion Q.M. being so easily hoodwinked or fooled
True there were occasions when hard-bargaining were

secured between him and the Company Quartermasters and

" some particularly outstanding gain resulted, but

generally speaking the Battalion Q.M. true to the
dignity and responsibility of his office conformed to
the ideal of getting apd giving value for the money
involved or expended. The same applied to Companies

It is not to be regarded as unlikely that he sometimes
felt that others {(that is Company Quartermasters) were
trying to get more than their share of and value for

the war material passed around. That was his sphere

to share and transfer materials to Companies; none could
deny that he carried out that task in the letter and-

the spirit.

If ever a man was charged to perform an onerous
and important task that man was Battalion Quartermaster
Corless. It is in no small measure due to him that

the Companies in the Battalion were, from the point
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of view of armaments served well or as well as they

could be considering the not too plentiful sﬁpply
available at the time. Unfortuna%ely there was not

always enough to go round and no Company could boast

to have enough. Grenades were in plentiful supply due

in the main to their being I.R.A. manufacture. Rifles
were being taken from Compahies for transference to
flying columns in the country, the Battalion Quartermaster
and Company Quartermasfers co~operating in the
transaction. An arrangement was in operation whereby
companies passing over rifles in that way received

payment in exchange or in liieu (= small arms or revolvers..
These several transactions involved édditionél work on
the Battalion Quartermaster and the respectiﬁe Company
Quartermasters. As against that it provided us with
more suitable material and reduceéd. . our stores of big
materials made room in our.dumps for smaller items such

as grenades etc.

The importance of a good Quartermaster - Brigade,
Battalion or Company -~ at that juncture was a prize
equally as valuable as a fighting man or good Commander.
In every respect our Battalion Quartermaster fitted into
the order of things in every conceivable way. BEven in
his own right he was a leader of men in so far as his
position rendered such possible for he had delegated
ﬁowers and functions derived from the Battalion Commandant
whiech gave him certain authority over others - his
subordinate Company Quartermasters. They were his sole
charge as far as commissariat stores and finance were
concerned. He was responsible for arming of each
Company, was required to keep a register of all war
materials in each Company, was responsible for their
safety and storage, and in turn required to furnish

reporté of all these matters to the Battalion amd
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Brigade. He had to keep records of all fresh purchases
and acquisitions of munitions to Companies and
Battalions, Truly an unenviable job which none but a

real "live-wire" could be expected to fill,

There were indications too that the British were
in no better plightithan we were during that most
exciting period. Due to the ever-growing bombing
attacks and other activities which the I.R.A. were
carrying out on a wide scale the British had to adopt
new and more vigorous measures. It would be fair to
assume that these several and multifarious I.R.A,
attacks inecreased rather than diminished their (the
British Forces) difficultiés. Oﬁviously théy were
learning the lesson that the guerrilia warfare as pursued
by the I.R.A. in Dublin was more deep seated and
devastating than they were inclined to‘af first admit or

to anticipate. They had come to realise that to

succeed they should have to put into commission greater

potentalities of men and materials, newer devices and a
stiffening up of the measures to deal with the menace

that the I.R.A, had created and were contimiing to sustain
They also knew and appreciated the value of time as an

important factor in the prevailing situation.
| .

Hence there was nothing umisual - indeed it was to
be-expeéted that among some of the measureé open to the
British to adopt and exploit would be additional
armoured vehicles, high powered military cérs, wired in
cage like lorries and special crews to man them. They
went further by making increased demands on their
auxiliary force -~ the semi-military cum policeiforce
that they had brought into being and which conéisted in

the main of ex-British army officers of varioué ranks.
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Addiﬁional demands vere made on their Intelligence Agents
and they introduced the use of foot patrols of British
Army and Auxiliary personnel. The latter was a new
inovation devised to counteract the operations of our

ambushing parties most of which were being employed to

attack motor transport.

The wired-in caged motors were humoursly referred
to by children and not a few adults aé "monkey cagesh. .
To us they represented something more sinister and
dangerous. Designed by the British in their great
extremity to ward off the effecté of bomb throwing attacks
these contraptions resembled circus or commercial vehicles
rather than militapy conveyances, The big difference
and one that was very pronounced, underlying the use for
which they were intended was that the Weargo" was, or were
real live, highly trained and well-equipped warriors, who
were always on guard to deal with any would-be attackers,
Regarded by the British as invulnerable target; they
served the purpose to prevent bombs (or _grenades) frém
entering and exploding within them, for the aforesaid wire
construction covered the front, sides.and roof, leaving
only a small opening in the rear to admit of ingress arnd
exit fo? the occupants. Thus they acted as a barrier agairs

our attacks.

Undeniably the British made good use of their
prepbﬁderous reserve of men and materials. We, on our
part, were governed by the principle of utilising small
groups and the smallest amount of men in any selected
operation. In that sphere we were the attackers, they
were the attacked. We provoked the offensive. .They
vere on the defensive, Ours was more a “war of nerves"

in which wits, cunning and speed, rather than big battles

or cempaigns sufficed, or were sought to suffice to wear
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down the morale and discipline of the "big battalions"
arrayed. against us. But these wereé signs that the -
British were learning something of our tactical
aperational measures and as we could discern, tried to
imitate us, by employing small groups on their expeditions
or patroi enterprises. Like ﬁs they had to be alert
cautious and show initiative if and when opportunity
océurred. Unlike us, who were am.invisible force, they
operated as an army which was always in vieﬁ and so open

to attack.

Sometiges their strength and the comsciousness
of their own greatness lured them into a false position
and goaded them to take unnecessary risks. But not for
long or continuously did they act so. Experience was
teaching them that even with all these important
attributes credited to them, including the highly pfized
potentialities so much in their favour they were unable
to sway the course of the fighting and to win, Their
difficulties were no less real and troublesome Than were
ours. The variety and extent of our armed activities .
was causing them much concerh, for they.knew not when
or how attacks would be delivered against them, by
reason of their fighting against an invisible guerrilla
force that had its roots firmly set on native soil -
a force that was making the pace and selecting the
ground to suit the specific type of warfare. Go where

they would or in whatever formations they choose, danger

_and the possibility of danger in one form or another

appeared to loom in sight and ever an anon there always
appeared the spectre of what they had ever regarded as
the "I.R.A. Gunmen® on the horizon, however insignificant

those self same "gunmen! and their attacks were,

Here was a type of warfare that did not'always
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conform to regular and orthodox military standards,
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that was not influenced and perhaps was not always
governed by strongly built bastion structures or
mechanical appliances or.equipment or even vell reguléted
positions. Little value was placed on the ordinary
codes of warfare as they apply to belligerents. We were
rebels, murderers, unlawfully at large and fighting
_pnlawfullyll '

A word here to the unenlightened. I# mast be
borne in mind that the I.R.A. during the fifst three
months of 1921 had not thrown into the warfare all the
men and resource at its disposal. Only a small
proportion of men and' material was being employed. Our
tacties and our policy at the time were directed to
wear down the British forces. No effort hgd been made
by our authorities to bring all our forces into action at
any one time. Indeed such would have been impogsible,
it would have been suicide to' do so unless we wiéhed to
stage another Easterhweek. That seemed hardly likely.
Newer methods of warfare had qveftaken us and were being

availed of and put into practical use.

Certain thoroughfares in Dublin had become
prominent in the military sense due to the nﬁmber and
intensity‘of street bombings. X One of these was
Redmonds Hill and Wextf%%dﬁéd"cr?éit %L]hi/%%eﬂeo?lt%n% i?i%, ' :a
short narrow street 'that divided Aungier Street and
Camden Street. Those streets were habitually used by
British forces plying from theicity to Portobello
Barracks and vice versa. Sevefal streets jutted from
the north entrance of Redmond's Hill, Digges Street,
Bishop Street and Peter's Row; at the southerly ernd
Cuffe Street. ;Therstrange feature about Redmond's

Hill was that it was a bottle neck. Ambushing at this

»
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point was carried out with such recurring frequency as

to cause it to be regarded and called "the Dardanelles®.

Mention must be made of other personalities
who were officers of the lst Battalion Staff. 1In that
connection the name of our Commandant, Patrick Ho;ohan,
stands out pre-imenent and as a shining'light as suprene
head and leader, Already_his name, his personality and
some of his work has been dealt with = especially in
regard to some aspects of his association with the Fianna
from 1909 to 1915, his part in the Easter Week 1916
Rising and his imprisonment in 1918 or 1919 for singing‘
"seditious sonés". "Paddy" as he was more commonly
called by those of us who were close and intimately
associated with him had recently taken over charge of
our Battalion having succeeded our former éommandant
Tom Byrne. Prior to his elevation to:that post he had
served in 'F' Company as Captain. It could be said that
from that‘ﬁefiod he was deeply engrossed, firmly
‘ attached to and immensely proud of his Battalion - nay
more, he moved, lived for and had his being centred
therein. His was a type of personality that was strong
virile and expressive which backed by a robﬁst physical
énﬁ mental framework sought to dominate or to influence
. the shaping of events and of men in the colourful exciting
periods of the times. Casual acquaintanceship with
him produced the inevitable verdict that our Commandant
was an eegolist, one who was himself always and ever,
On closer intimacy and more intimate association Paddy
appeared-a more normal, sociable and lovable character.
.gg ggﬁghgggglgedggia%gdegoist or possessed the ego spiri
the fact of his rank in the I.R.A. and perhaps outward
appearances and speech rather than his ﬁature cbntributed
- somewhat to create impressions that he was such. In a

more general way his lofty appearance, his way of



addressing men and his virile, straight to the chin
approaches Qonducéd'in.no small way‘to the beliefs or
fancies that Paddy was anything but one of ourselves.
That he was a type that went straight to the point and
was direct and incisive in commanding or giving commands
none could gainsay. In plain words he gommanded ard he
commanded surely, personally and determinedly. These

were his main military characteristics.

* To those of us whose knowledge extended for ten
years of more impressions gained went far to assess that
Paddy loved soldering. He had grown to_love all the work
in the Fianna and Vblﬁnteers - every aspect, training
organisatidn and operational. All were dear to him as
his contimed service proved. He brought thgt love with
him when he became our Commandant of which it could be
said he was at home, a man reigning over men., To some
Paddy was rough, robust and stern; could one forget that
even these things were qualities in an officer and all
of a sort that sometimes produceé good soldiers. In a
bigger sense he was a “go-getter" and "up-and-getrﬁhem
type that always wante& to do things aﬁd to show results
wherever or however they would be attained. Few could
be more an officer than he for he had many attributes in

his favour as Commandant of our Battalion.

In a personal or individual sense Paddy Holohan
was a2 good friend, a loyal comrade and a true associate.
As an officer he was a firm and strong disciplinarian
His wés not a hard nature to understand once you |
peirced a not too hardened exterior which was seldom
invalnerable to a good deed or a kind word for'he was in
ordinary civilian life gayest than the gayest. Many
typical examples of these trends in his make uﬁ and

general characteristics may be accounted here. In the’
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Fianna (pre 1916) days Paddy could throw himsgzlf
headlong into any danger, row or fracas in which
politics or political feeling were contributing factors
to stir up occasional outbursts of excitement. At such
times he could display the utmost contembt for and
utter disconcern of the consequences of his actions.
In play, in sport or in revelery, Péddy could "go all
out" and be Win the thick of it" even if by so doing
he imperille& his limbs or his iiberties.l How many
‘a time did he come off second best on the hurling field
which brought him a fractured collar-bone or other
injury. How many times did he engage in teéring down
Imperial flags that were freely and provokingly displayed
on the occasion of the English King's visit to Dublin
in 1912 or some other British eventﬂbr festivity; in
the many clashes that occurred at British recruiting
meetings held during the 191% and 1918 Woprld War; or
- the wild scenes of orgy fostered by British supporters
during armistice day celebratidns?. Then he would
display a reckless abandon which his physique and his
size went far to emphasise. (Paddy was 6 ft. high

and of strong well proportioned build).

Easier for h:iJm to throw hisweight about than
to recover his balance. Not that he was always displaying
his physical prowess and human faculties for purposes
of creating or seeking trouble. They were only
incidental to a nature that was truly vigorous, fairly
excitable and mainly expansive but a nature that was

given to fun, frivolity and enjoyment in whatever way

and by whatever means they could be sought. He could
as easy be "the fun of the party" at a ceilidhe or
-soiree as in doing a turn on a concert platform. In

either event he could be seen and heard to advéntage
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at Fianna or Volunteer functions rendering the every
famous Wexford Insurrectionary Ballad "Kelly the boy
from Killan'® or the more recent "Blood and Tears" song
"Vengence" Ewhich had.become popﬁlar after 1916); Even
6n one océasion he made bold to entertain concert-goers
by a violin recital; who could deny that he made a brave
show even though he was only an amateur having but a few
months tuition to his eredit and the audience were not
over cynical or severe. Then you found him as he was
a big boy and one that refused or did not know how to

grow up in the sense that some grow to maturity by stages

or through the passage of time.

Another member of the first Battalion Staff that
fitted well into his post was George Irviné the Battalion
Vice-Commandant. He was an intellectual and a dreamer,
in the sense that all our greatest Irish Irelanders were
dreamers in that they strove for and cherished dearly
the ideal of the Gealic State. He was the embodiment
of nobility, of honesty and of honour. Senior in age and
with few exceptions in rank as a Volunteer Officer, his
strength of years of service in our cause had been marked
with ability, 1mpersonal loyalty and sheer hard working
enthusiasm in any work he gave aid to. George had some
years previously come to our Battalion fraom the LYth
Battalion in which he had served as a Captain prior %o
and during Baster Week 1916. He was closely associated
with many distinguished -officers - Eamonn Ceannt, Con
Colbert, John McBride, Pearse etc. For his part in the

Rising he was sentenced to death.

~ Quiet, reserved and taciturn he had a depth of
character out of the ordinary. He brought tact, devotion,
and enthusiasm into his work as Second Officer of the

Battalion. He was assiduous in all matters appertaining .
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-to the welfare of the different special services and much
of the success, especially the continual ex;stence

of these classes was due to his labours. That duty he
pursued with vigour and zest and with undiminishing
perseverence, unigue as they were supreme. So absolutely
and so resolutely did he perform that duty that he was
‘looked upon by some of the tank and file as a hard taske-
master, a stern disciplinarian and one who was too.severe
and exacting - in his work.  Little was it known and
perhaps less was it appreciated that our Vice Commandant
was acting under orders and that at times these same
orders signified that the services he be maintained at

all hazards.

His actions then in that regard weré not only
typical of the personality of the man but of our movenment
which prescribed duty and service as being sacred and
lofty. They proved the good gqualities of an officer
whose main concern was for the things that were, should be
and must be, and not the go as you please, happy go lucky
approach to the things that matter. We officers knew his
worth, his gualities and his service, and knowing them
regarded him as a very efficient, practical and beloved
associate and one who did his duty at all times faithfully
energetically and efficiently, guietly and without fear

or favour.

No Battalion could exist in the midst of danger
and difficulties without the serﬁices of a good Adjutant
Qurs in the person of Paddy Byrne lived and‘fiou?ished
in the dark and evil days of 1921. Here was a patient
diligent and conscientious worker, the pemman of the
Battalion, who was the essence of good fellowship, good
order and a great favourite among the officers of the
Battalion. His find personality was stamped on every

work he performed and in everything he put his hand to.
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In the onerous and ardous duties attaching to his office
he showed many outstanding characteristics not least

of which was a great aptitude for work and-cafe and
attention to every detail of duty. So ponderous

and difficult was the work at times that not a few
officers wondered how he could cope with it. -None

but a man who was steadfast and persistent and in love
with his work could hope to succeed in the face of the
enormous difficulties in which he sometimes. found himself
The "written word" to him was no less a symbol of duty
than the gun was to the combattant. Laborious work it
was too - the compiling of records.of ‘the Battalion, the
issuing and despatch of orders from the Battalion to

the various Companies; the ciraalating of orders from
G.H.Q. and from the Brigade Commands, and the maintenance
of contacts between Company Adjutant and in general the
Companies . Everytﬁing and anything that was clerical came
ﬁnder his aegis and without his serviceour Battalion

Commander and our Battalion could rot for long.éxist.

Thus was our Battalioﬁ staff - Commandant, Vice-
Commandant, Battalion Adjutant and Battalion Quartermaster
The Battalion Council consisted of the various Captains
of Companies, Battalion Intelligence Officer, Battalion
Police Officer, Battalion Armourer and the two Officers
from the special services - First Aid and Signalling. '
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Chapter_20.

ﬂﬁe streets of Dublin became verit@blg battle centre:
whege_many bloody encounters were fought,,apasmodically at
first, but later in growing fury apd memontum. As time
progressed and as experience was gained innumerable
operational exploits became accept&b;e features of I.R,A.
activity. O0f the men, especlially the men of our
Company, who participated in ambushing a few, general
reference must be made. Here were youths and young men
ranging from 18 to 30 years. ~ These only possessed a
limited andlin ﬁany instances little knowledgeable
military training, certainly not anything like the
training of those arrayed against them. One: of their
blg advantages in their favour was that they wére
digciplined and orderly to‘an uncommon degree. More:
than that they were game and eager to fight. [No need to
apply force to make them do s0; . no endeavour, no
‘sacrifice wae too great for them; they would go to any
length to prové their loyalty to and their faith in our
cause, Any enterprise that called for dash, initiative
snd daring commanded their support. Indeed the weakness
of our position was that they could ndt'befallutilised.
together. One could write at arms length on that
subject to explain the feelingL and desires of the men
in that g?gard.

It counld be claimed with |soms truth that the
menmbers oéﬂour Company excelled in the use of grenades,
because of the speciilised training they had received,
and that we were fortunate in having men (particularly
one of the officers) -of the Company giving full time
service, under direction of the Director of Munitions -

Sedn Russell - to their manufacture. Consequently we had
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mofe than a passing interest in the matter, Every
available moment had been &vailed of to perfect our men

in the art of throwing that missile. And the rather

- funny way we sometimes practised the art? How often

had we assembled in some field at Finglas or Ballymun
in the north suburbs of Dublin, and amused burselves
throwing gtoﬁes, as if we were boys? _ But the stones we
threw were of a selected size, shape and weight - the
nearest to & grenade. Hours and hours were devoted to
‘that task. Thus many of our men became adept and
skilful in lobbing or throwing them.

In course of time we built up quite a congiderable
nunber of sguads or groups for duties conneéteq with
7gmbughing! gdding to the nnmﬁgr ag tima_'en#;on.‘
_Sometimes part of a half Company or part of a section |
with apprgpriate*officerg and N. C.Os. would: be detailed.

The requisite amount of material had to be
furnished for these: trulj a trying qnq_arduoua task
or series of tasks for Qbmpany officgrs and the Gpmpany'
7 Qngrtermagter, trying and ar@uogg from the ﬁoint of view
that in many cases thg men had to come from different
parts of the city, and the materials had to be in many
cases transferred from man to maq_og_ffqm dumps to men
prior to the occasion. Th@_Compgny_ggarpermggter had no
easy or_pleasant Job, as such entaileé_mgre than -
ordinary care and management. The difficuliies were
not as pronounced in thg,cgse‘of men and thgre were some,
ppo could keep sn odd revolver or grenade in their homes..
Some were dble.to_keep m.ggantity on chance as it were.
But where it was not always found possible to uge_meﬁland
materials oﬁbthat category, reqourqe_had ;o'devo;ve,on
the Quartermaster for arfwnging the best posaible
alternative plan for keeping supplies availableé and
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_convenient and always with & view to their being wanted

at any given moment.

e e T

This was where a good Company Quartermagter was.
highly desirable and neceaaa;y.h_—Ebgfung favoured us in
that connection. Ours was a man who was attentive, alert,
and resourceful. Company ngrtermgatgr_séég“Nathan gave
early promise of a1$‘the qualities of aﬂyaptime_
Quartermaster. He was second to none 1in the Battalion.
For one thing he was gifted with a knowledge of the use cf
tools and he lacked nothing in ingenuity end craftsmnship
for the safe dispoaa; qf,qll.matgr;glsgentruated to his
care. Such were the workings of an acute glért mind
that he wouldn't_"keep all_hiareggs-in‘the-ong_hasket";__
He provide@ seferai alternative places as temporary dumps
to give effect to the reqnirémgntg of always having
materials on hand for qngrgeqc;es; always of gpuraq;
keeping in mind and using our big Company dump, which by
the w&y-was a c&naidgrgblp_digtance~away from our

customary field of opérationg.

 He had fitted up & place in his own home:in Lower
Dorset Street for storing some of jhg_materigla,_prov1¢ed
another spot in Joe McDoragh's shop in the‘aaﬁé sffget,
and secured the ready help of a friend of our cauae,
Miss Nelly Doyle, who had a dairy shop opposite to
MacDonagh's, where he could hand over and deposit socme of
our mﬁnitions, otherwise he qouldhnot have carried out ﬁia
work, Patiently, persistently and painstakingly he worked,
and never pﬁowing_&.care and seldom worry in the doing .
So -thorough, methodical and exact was he that he could . '
.eésily'iay his hands on the material required. He was &
type that had through a course of personal mental training
acquired the habit of remembering things; We had only to
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acguaint him of the amount of material required, the men
for whom such was required, specify the time, and lo., it
was done prompto. In the peculiar circumstances in which
we were placed. and eépec!.us;l].slr his own i%:lt‘:_};’astlion in regard
to the separated points of the dumps,/ nothing short -of
marvellous that he could perform such difficult tasks.
Even his own wife was a great help to us in immumerable
ways; indeed some of his deughters too. Often
Mrg, Nathan helped in transferring rifles, revolvers and
grenades from piace to place, even vied with her hmsband
in giving service to Ireland in that and in other spheres.

Her help and indeed her pram was of great use in that work.

That Company Quartefniaster Néth&n was keen, alert and
sdaptsble, Ve had every reason to observe and attest.
His mind was ever working in the directions of procuring,
distributing end minding of materials. It was & pleasure
to work with himj; none but those who worked intimately
could assess his gualtities and greatness as &
Quartermaster. - There were alsways certain risks that he
had to run which few could undertake so joyously and even
jokingly or in such a& matter-a-fact m. He was always
at his best in times of difficulty or when he 'ms wanted
mosgt., Time and labour meant nothing to him. He had a
hard job, but he tackled it in the way that was dear to
him, the hard way. ~He wanted no sinecure - he got none.
His greatest asset was that he had en unusual eptitude for
the work sllotted to him He inordinately liked hendlink
®gturr", our war stuff. He loved to have scope for
putting things "eafely away". He was afforded ample
facilities and opportunities for that when he took over our
dump and prepared others of lesser but useful qualities.
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Seédn was clever aﬁd shrewd in many of his
transactions in the purchase and p}ocuring,of munitions,
considering himself an able skllled bargainer. It was
his big boast. Generally and not infreguently he was
entitled to some measure of pralse in that regard. How
many bargains did he secure from "P,J." (That was the
title he applied to Battalion Q.M. Corless). Though
there: were others who made bold to declare that "P.H. was
too cute - he is not easy codded", nobody was more

insistent on that than Nathan.

If there was one thing that Nathan excelled in it
was in quick incisive memory. It was his masterplece.
There was a certain degree of adaptability in the way he
menaged to keep records of Company stores, equipment and
funds, 'They weré mystifying to everyone: but himself,
He put his lmowledge of repairing houses and installing
of various houshold accessories or gadgets to goodiqse
in preparing safe dumps for large or small amounis of
our stores. Bow he gloated over the tricky‘traps'and
devices to conceal same; and rightly, as it brought out
the best in ths‘man. So thorough and secure were: they
that in at least two of the places that he had prepared
or had some hand in preparing, Béarches by enemy forces
failed to unearth the contrsband stuff, One: of these
raids was on MacDonagh's shop; enother was during an
exhaustive_invasting'of & large area which took in
Nathan's home. The latter exhibition of massed raiding
might have had disastrous results for our Quartermaster
and our Company. Even on one cccesion our dump at
@lasnevin was raided by British forces, fortunately
without serious result, for which-wﬁx had to appraise

Hathan for his handiwork,
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Nathan als¢ prided himself on being able to cover
up his work without leaving any traces of susplicions that
he wae engaged in any type of what the British would call

"unlawful actions; a no easy thing to do during that
period when there were so many pitfalls and dangers of
comnission and omission. There were always' likely
prying eyes; there was slways the danger of inconsiderate
or loose talk to be reckoned with, and one had to work
caréfully and in devious ways té convey the impression of
being a good citizen. Traly, Sedn Nathan and his wife
were wonderful. Indeed it could be said that éhe was more
wonderful than he in the sense that there was no
dbligation on her part to do the work., That.bfave:WUmmn
took great risks, oblivious of time and dangér; without
fear or question. The Nathans' home was ever at our
disposal for the affairs of the Company, meetings of
Gbmpaﬁy officers and rendezvous for Company membere for
transferring of munitions. It was a vital and necessary
part of our existence and life as a Company, for from
that place radiated as it were, many forms of activity
assoclated with our Company. Time without number we had
held Company council meetings there. How often was their
home in reguisition when no others were available? How
mamy of our men passed through tize poﬂ:als of that’
dmel}ing on one:occéeion or other to be met-with the
welcoming words "Come in"? wa'many.gﬁns, revolvers,
guantities of ammunition, or grenades were handled, cleaned,
and transferred to or from there? Even repsaired and
overhauled, oiled and put into service! Who could record
the hundred and one transactions associated with his work,
financlal and.material? His knowledge or his memory was
hardly ever at feult. One had only to tell him to do a
thing, whefher it was in the nature of attending a meeting
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or to providing men with guns, and as sure as day 1t weas
done, and the principal trait of all he wasnever known to
fail in the latter part of his work.

Intelligence and observation on the activities of
British forces and those: who worked in and for the
Bri£ish regime formed an important item of work in our
(First) Battalion, in the interest of which selected men
were assigned. Thus it was that Tom Walsh became our
‘Battalion Intelligénce Officer. A Corkonian, Tom had
Iived‘many'years_in Dublin, where he became deeply
absorbed in the Irish-Ireland movement, being closely
agsociated with many of the highlights of the Gaelic
League and Volunteer Organisations, and in a very
ﬁarticular‘way with the late Peadar Clancy in owr Company
of Volunteers, and later as & business partner in the:
‘Republican Qutfitters in Talbot Street. That partnership
had’been dissolved and during the period under review he
was co-owner of a similar business establishment trading
under the title Brennan and Walsh, 5 Upper 0O'Connell Street,
(By the same token his partner in that venture
(Maurice Brennan) was alsc deeply engrossed in the I.R.A.,
being at the time on the staff of the Dublin Brigade.
Intelligence Officer Walsh, Yike Brennan (who was an “F"
Company, 1st Battalion, man) had rarﬁicipated in the =
Rising of 1916, both heving been tried by British
courtmertial; Walsh was, I think, sentenced to death,
later commuted to penal servitude, he having served with
the Four Courts garrison under our then Company Captain,
Frank: Fahy. .- Part of the sentence he served in English
prisons and he was released at the general amnesty in

dune, 1917.

|
Tom Walsh was a great favourite, of a gimple, lovable

and winsome disposition, a nature that showed outward signs
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of fussiness and exciteablility to a degree that one would
associate w:i.tﬁ being highly strung and "nervy", and a
concern for getting some affair in which he was

interested done quickly. His very speech, his every action

suggested lmpatiences:>; not uncommonly, however, he was
cocl, calculating, exact in g1l work of the I.R.A.-

He could rise to great heights within the range of
buelness: or politicel affairs. In council and in the
affairs of his business he was energetic, practical and
prepossessing, and exhibited that sense of proportion of
keen judgment, of fine. busineass acumen which singled him
out as & person of no little importance. Warm in his

affectations for things Irish and in the affections he had

for the ceuse and those who rendered it service, he won

the equally warm affection of all whomf;ri"l[e‘ came in contact

with. They were legion and varled, and conasisted of no one

particular class, bui many from the humble layman to the
professed eccleslastic as co-workers in our cause or as

clientelle in their business concern respectively. Much
of that business suffered as a result of the part he and

Maurice were playling 1n the National Movement, but

Tom Walsh and for that matter Maurice Brennan were _not' the

kind of people who would eit down and moan over their

losses, but, instead, gave mmch of their time and attention
to L.R. A affairs. Few men possessed such lstent talents

for cbeerving and obtaining information in a greater
degree than Tom Walsh. .

Our Battalion fé;l.iee Officer was Mark m:le of "aY
Company; the Battalion Armourer, Se¥n Derrihgtoﬁ of DY
Company, the late Seén Heuston's Company. Seédn Derrington
had served in the Mendicity during the Rising of 1916,
being subsequently sentenced to death ‘b’fyvz'the British

Por several years prior to and up to 1921 he had filled the

»
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position of Battalion Armourer. No better could be found,
/‘being adept and skilled in the work, He imparted
training and knowledge to others, 1natruct1ng gpecial

c¢lasases 1n the same.

Vincent quan, our Battalion Officer of First Aid
or Medical Service, was a member of, I think, "B" Company,
with which Company he had served a nunber of years.

He participated in the Rising of 1916, sparing no effort
to train othere in the gpe'clsl class-he had made a
particular study of medical work, being 2 most efficient
inafructor and leader.

Our Battalion Signalling Officer who was responaibi'_e
for that service was’Jimmy Maﬁon, a member of "B" Company,
and also z participant in the Rising of 1916.

Among: the officers -of the Battallion of the period,
were, Peadar lﬁcmty, Captain of "A™ Coﬁ:pa—ny;
Phil Leddy was also one of the officers of same;
Frenk Daly, Captain of "B" Company; "“D® Company,
Peter 0'Connor; "C" Company, the writer; "E" Company,
Willie Corri; "“F" Company, P.J. Ryan; "G" Company,
Bob Omsn; "H™ Gompeny, Seumas Kavamagh; "I Company,
(Cye}ists), Jerry Goldenj "J* and "K" Company, Val'Forde,
Mick Fitzpatrick; “L" end "M" Company (Blanchardstown),
Andy Dowling. Of that number Captain Frank Daly was -
senior in rank. Prior to the Rising of 1916 he had been
officer in charge of the Enginmneering and Armouring class,
which at the time met in Generawl' Headquarters, No.2 Dawson
Street. He wes assigne'd a speclal task in the plans for .*
the insurrection, namely the demolition of the Liffey |
Juncfion, which task he endeavoured to put into effect
with a emall selected number of men attached to his
engineeringmunit; among whom was one of our Company

members, Mick Howlett.
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Of the/Company Captains I know that Bob Oman,

Jerry Golden and Andy Dowling fought in the Rising,

with the st Battalion, Captain Seumas Kavanagh who was then
an officer of the 2nd B’ﬁtt&lion'mWaewed in the
Stephen's Green area under Commandant Michael Mallin of the
G‘:[tizen'Arnw, and Counteas de Markievicz: He was formerly
of the Fianna: Jerry Golden then a menbéer of YB" Company,
18t Battalion, had served in the early stages of Easter
Week at Cabra or North Gircular Road railway bridge until
t-l;e pgsiti'on became untensble when, escaping capture, he
linked up with Commandant Thomas Ashe of the Fingsl Brigade,
and later that week participated in the famous *Battle of
Ashbourne”. For his complicity in same he was tried by
British courtmartial and sentenced. Released on the
general amnesty in June 1917, he rene\fed.his gervice with
the 1st Battalion bécoming in courseyofficer in charge of
the eycling class. In 1920 or early in 1921, @ special
Cycle Company designated "I™ Company, was formed, with
Jerry Golden as Captein. = That unit was composed of
solected men of the varioﬁs' Companies in the Battalion,
each Company having to supply a certain nunber of men.
Among that number our Company supplied the following,

James Finnerty, Joe Musgrave, Charlie Purcell,

Previous to the formation of "I Company, the
Battalion becoming a regular unit, it was known as a
Battallon Cyclist class, to which the Companies were
required to send thelr guota of men for training in
scouting and various military duties. The significant
thing about that former class was that the men retained
membersﬁip of their own particular Companies, and were
amengble to the orders of théir own respective officers.
Bat the new venture csused & severance in the. menbership:

of men of the Companies, and establishedtienew force as =
separate Company.
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To return to the narrative. The imposition of
the 9 o'clock curfew put us at & great disadvantage,
. because it lessened the time.at our diappsalbfor
carrying out night ambushes or other operations. Thus
we had but a bare hour and & half for such work.
Notwithstanding the many difficulties connected with that
curtailment of time and the risks they were running, the
men responded well to all the demands‘made on them, and
gave many exemples of courage, of patience and of
resolve in the discharge of any duty entrusted to them.
One of thé most notable examples of their wondrous spirit
deserves comment. That refers to their individual or
personal reactions to the trials imposed on them‘by
reason of the intensification of activities. It could
be: sald of ﬁost of the men who were giving service that
while on duty they took their’work periously and were
obedient to all orders; off duty, many of them were
sociable, gay and full of life.

It might be & bold assgertion to make that the men
of the Dublin Brigade I.R.A. were otherwise; 1o even
assert ﬁhat they were a hundred per cent sober, to the
point of being strictly temperate, It would be no
exaggeration to say that é.very I&rgefpropqrtioﬁ of them,
by choice, custom or restraint, abstained from |
intoxicating drinks. Some there were who loved their
drink and the company associated with drink, The
exception to the rule were men who only indulged in small
quantities and that only on rare occasions.  Cases there
were, a fact that cannot be regarded as uncommon in
ordinary human soclety, of men who did and would get top
. heavy at.times, but few people could admit that any of
our men were drunk or_resérted to drink when on duty. -

There were very few instances of men who put drink or the
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indulging of drink before their duties in the I.R.A.

‘The writer, who was associated with a very large number
of men of his own and of other unite, was afforded many
opportunities to know a good deal of the conduct, habits
and characteristics of o vex;y large section. It would
be true to say that drunkenness was not practiséd on a
lal-rge scale or among any larvge group in the I.R.A. at the
time. Indeed it could be sald for many of the Companies
in our Battallion for most of the officers and men forming
same, that drunkenness was an unknown quantity and that
any cases that occurred were few and far between and

only occurred when the men were off auty.

_ . Even when things were hottest, the average man's
behaviour was exemplary, and many of them conmbined duty
with pleasure. Their lbté?;rs hours, as when off duty,
were spent in varioue kinds of recreation, fun and
enjoyments. Thy should they not “have occaag‘_i‘,:.b‘n to

revel and enjoy themselves? They would have a "good ﬁime"'
with orwwithout the serious work which their service in
the I.R.A. connoted. Théy had not parted wiih their
native wit and native humour even in the worst or most
menacing situation. These had helped to sustain them in
‘the past: without them they could hardly exist in the
vstruggle'then_. prevailing, They would have the.i'r moments
of good humour, funny jokes, of mirth and revelry.
Pondness for pleasant companionship, for the bright
congenial atmosphere of the céilidhe hall or dance halls,
in some cages dark, smoke invested billiard saloons énd
the equally dark confines of the picture Iiouees- were''alds"
to keep up the spirits. Not that our men were habitually
downcast, gloomy or morose, or that they requii-ed such
“ajids". Rather were they availed of to keep as near to
their former ways and modes of life and &lso for the

purpose of keeping contact one with another..
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Not always were such places safe from the prying
eyes and the raids of the British forces, In some cases
men took chances or risks in attending dances, in
playing billiards and the 1like. Some favourite resorts
for some of our 18t Battalion men and menmbers of the
A. 8. U were the Savoy Billlsrd Rooms beslide the Gresham
Hotel in Upper 0'Connell Street, Wilson's Billiard Rooms
and Tobacconists in North Frederick Street, Mattassa
Coffee and Ice Cream Saloon in Marlboro' Street, to
mention but a féw of the normal haunts. The latter
place was a particular _rendezvous' for Iarge numbers of
L. R. & vwhere, nightly and on Sunday mornings, the
ineviteble cup of coffee or bovril, & glass of minerals,
or & portion of ice cream were temp"hing balits to lure
many of us to steal a few peaceful moments in company
with some of our confréres. If the walls of that place
could only speak, what stories would be unfolded, what
pictures would be painted, what history would be made.
On such moments we were not conspirators or c-onspiriné.
We loved the company of our friends and, of course, we
liked the various appet:[e_:ers. Thus many a happy
moment was spent with an sbundance of right good humour
and banter and ;]'oil.lj companionship.

 During that time Mattassa had a large clientelle of
I.R.A. ~ One coum;alwa?is- hope to f£ind & friend there -
I.R. A, meh like Framk Flood, Jimmy Carrigan, Sedn 0'Neill,
fommy MeGrane, Frank Carberry, Dinny Holmes, Seén Nathen,
Paddy Eirk, Tom O'Erién - oh, thefs names wefe legion.
That place had sad as well as pleasant memories., One of
the saddest centres around one of those whose name has
been mentioned hefore - Frank Flood. The night before
the fateful ambush that was to cause him his death,
Fraenk had been in company with & few "of the boys" in



i

476,

Mattassa's. The next day he was in charge of an ambush
party - being a Lieutenant in the A.S.U. - aw#i:f.ting to,
attack British forces at Clonturk Park. The 'plans'
miscarried and Flood, Paddy Doyle, mrtie.Ryan','

Thomas Bryan and Dermot O'Sullivan ﬁere taken prisoners.
They were tried by British courtmartial and sentenced to
be hanged. 0f the number Dermot 0'Sullivan, who was
under 18 years of age, was reprieve&. They all were
fopiér 18t Battalion men. A1l had been on a number of

stunts during the previous few years.

Of Bertie Ryan, reference has already been made in
connection with certain activities on the day
Sedn Treacy was shot. He was a fine ‘simple, quiet sort
of boy, full of enthusiasm for our cause and élwafys
wﬁnting to face danger; Jollity, gaiety and fun he
dispensed in a boyish way; one who was seeking to do

men's work and could do it in & way &ll his oﬁn.

Paddy Doyle whose association with gquite a series of
mctiw:l.tieé under _the late Vice-Brigadier Clancy, and in
other capacities, had an sbundence of dash, enthusissm andr
valour to sustain a spirit that was always active, that
wanted to keep on the move and do the things nearest to
hand. More than that he disdained inactivity and would
teke on the impossible task., |

Frank Flood - the gay, exotlc, and lovable Frank -~

- was hardly out of his teens at the time when he threw

everything to the winds and joined the A.S.U, Like the
rest of the men and boys who had vplunteel'l“ed.foi" that
unit he did@ not believe in giving haslf—hell;lrted service.
of Prenk, it could be said, that he had = charming manner,
en emisble dlsposition, an exubersnt demesmour, all of

. which contributed to win him hosts of friends and well-
wishex:a, who felt the magic of his company and prided his
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friepdsﬁip, ever true, and always endearing. It could
“be: said likewise of hiﬁ that he was every iﬁch @ boy

and showed a natural boyishness, one who revelled in
boyish prenks and found outlets for his boylsh flightes of
fancy and good humour. But iIn the realm of man or of
man's work Frank could take his place with the best, as
his most intimate assoclates, particularly those who were

gllied to him in I.R, A, affairs, were aware,

KNo lesser tribute could perhaps be Iaviahed’on
Tommy Bryan, who like Paddy Doyle, were the only'two

married men of the group.

The sense of tragedy that surrounded these young
I.R.A. men who were awaiting death was felt in I.R.A.
eireles in Dublin: their execution on March 1h4th, 1921,
came ag & staggering blow to us all, It was & big price
to pay for freedom. Two other I,R.,A. men had been added
to the list, meking six executions on the one day:

Frank Flood, Bertie Ryan, Paddy Doyle, Tommy Bryan,
Thomas Whelan and Paddy Moren. To those of us in "C"
Gompany, who had such close affinity with Prank Fload and
his-company -—fcr were we ndt the parent Gémpany? - the
noble martyrdom was accepted as & personal bereavement

as it was to his former comrades in "H" Company and fhe '
A.S.U, their hour of travail. o |

~While the above was being enacted othe?‘atrgnge and
startling events had occurred, One of.these referred to
an outrage that was perpetrated on a menber of our
Compeny. O = night in February, Seumas (Jim) Murphy and
Willie Gannon were passing along Talbot Street when they
were held up by British Auxiliaries, guestioned and
searched. The same procedure was gone through with other
‘eivilians. . Murphy and another msn were arrested and

brought in a: lorry to Dublin Castle. The next morning
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their dead bodies were found in Clonturk Park. It was
stated at the time that tin cans were pla’ceé; on their
heads as they were being shot. Of S8eumas Murphy it
could be said that he was a particularly earmest,
sincere and noble character, one who waie popular with a
large number of us, officers and men, and beloved by a
large circle of friends and admirers. He was & provision
assista.ﬁt employed at Messrs. Whiteside, South Great
George's Stréet. Relisble, énerge;tic and willing, he
was as‘good as any in our Company. He always took his

'I.R.A. duties very seriously and could easily fit himself

'into the run of things because of his keen alertness to

what was required of him and his desire to do things.

Bo wonder then that he was freely &vailed of to .render
service on patrol duties or with some of the ambush
parties detailed by the Company. S8ad to relate on the
night of his arrest he had just parited with = few of his
comrades of the I.R.A. then playing billierds at the
Oxford in O'Connell Street, little dreaming that it would
be his last meeting in this earthly life, There he had
repaired after being on some duty with his compamr

Dublin in March, 1921, bristled with excitement
because of and due to the armed mctivities of the
British and the I,R.,A, forces. Events were moving
gwiftly; enbushing by the I.R.A. on British lorries
became quite an ordinary feature of the day or night
proceedings. During that month efforts had been made by
G, H.Q. I.R.A;: to speed up activities, particulerly to
increase bonbing attacks. The result was that Companies |
to carry out these orders .pu‘i; more men and more ambush |
groups. into commission. Such was the case in- our First
Battalion; every Company was meeting the situation in one
way or other, Our Compeny was no exception to the rule,
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Night in, night out, our men in small or large groups
occup;ed positions at selected points, poised for attack.

" In many instances, however, failure, inexorable failure,

gtalked the footsteps of the men engaged in that way.

Porlorn hopes, disappointments, misfortunes.tradlqd them.
Then at last a. something occurred and there was recorded
the newe that our men had come into action. That action

was brought sbout in the following manner.

On that night in March an uncommonly large number
of our men were placed in position to attack>w_convoy of
British soldiers proceeding from Gormanston Camp to Dublin
Castle. Our information was that three or four lorries
would use that routé. Plang were accordingly made fo
deal with that number. The men selected were divided
into two groups, one of which occupied the corners of the
junction of Ryder's Row and Capel Street; the other was
situated at the Technical Schools, Bolton Street. This
grouping was devised in order to catch the convoy inside
the belt, the front lorry or lorries to be dealt with by

" the men at the former position, the last one by latter

gfoup. The topography of the locality favoured somewhet
such an operation in that it afforded certain facilities
for sttack and retreat, The street running fﬁom the
Technical Schools took & sharp bend on entering Capel
Street. That bend; it was contended, would be of
asslstance to the men at the Technical Schools, pre-
supposing the lorry would turn it &t the moment of the
attack. Thus protection from retaliatory fire from the
British soldiers would be provided. The man in the
forward position were differently circumstances in thaf
tﬁey wefé more liable to be exposed to wiew and possibly
to fire in certain eventualities.. Thelr main concern

was to ettack when the front portion of the convoy were

-en¢ering the narrow portion of Capel Street, running from
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Ryder's Row and Parnell Street, their original direction.
That érrangement was made on the assumption that the
British would not use Ryder's Row as an alternative route,

should they be attacked sooner.

It s0 happened that the large convoy as expected
did not appear. Instead o:_:ly one .1orry came. Carrying
out their orders the men situated at the Technical
Schools permitted it to pass on its way. As it
~a&pproached to enter into the narrow portion of Capel
Street it was bombed by 'i;he party stationed there.
Retaliatory fire was opened by some of the soldiers as
they sped their way onward.

By way of explanation it may be necessary to
mention that that anbush had been arranged in arder to
test the effectiveness of the grenades. Many complaints
had previously been made by several officers and men of
the Battalion that the grenades were defective, that on
several occasions they failed to explode. A‘aéa;our
Compeny had & particular interest in the manufacture or
assenbling of grenades, some of our men had, and one was
then so employed, we undertdok,; to give them & try out.
Not alone ‘that but the opportunity was availed of to test
them with a shortened fuse, viz. & three-second instead of
a five-second one. In making that alteration care had
to0 be taken by and instructions issued to the men to
throw them quickly. By that means they should explode
on reaching the target, and would Q'bviate thelr being
‘thrown back at the attackers-or on to the road before
exploding. That experiment was proved successful that
night and we adopted the short fuse for future use.

A rather strange feature of that ambush that night

wes the use that wae made of a member's house for the
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storage of some of the material, and the distributién of
sone of the revolvers and grenades. The men had almost
come into action immediately they had taken up positions.
In as short a time they were sﬁeeding in their seversl
directions to get out of the area, a not very difficult
task as'there wére ample laneways and bye-waye to favour
their get--away. A very speciél precaution had been taken
that night to provide facilities for the care of possible
casualties. A hsckney ceb, owned and driven by &

member of "“H" Compeny, Jack Flood, had been engaged and
was waiting at the rere entrance of Williems and Woods,
Jam Factory, in Loftus Lane, He had detailed orders that
in case any of our men were wounded they were to be taken
to & house at Upper Gardinér Street, where one .of our
men, Martin Finn, lodged. Such wounded were: to he given
attention by Martin who was then studying medicine et the
Netional University. Another of our men, Frank Carberry,
was present there to render‘help. Fbrtunaﬁely, such

wéa not required, but Jack . Flood, or the "Brasser" as
he was generally called, helped in getting others away

to safety.

Whatever effect the bonbing had on the British
forces that night could not be definitely ascertained,
but unofficial information - of & nature that was
regarded as reliable - indicated‘that tpey sufferéd many
casuglties in dead and wounded; though in the British
report of the affair, as indeed in every case when
attacks were made on British forces, 11ttle, if any,
mention was made of casualties. Thus the British drew
a velil of secrecy over the bombing'operationa as carried
out by the I.R. A, In some instances their officlal
reports mentionéd "our troops returned the fire and one
(or morewas‘the cagse was) of the attackers was seen to

fall", or "our troops suffered no casualties".
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Brevity was ‘the acme of wisdom on such occasion. It was
notorious that groups of sold;ers from the North Dﬁﬁlin
Union Barracks as a. retaliatory measure descénded on the
‘locality the next night and broke many windows in
business establishments in Cepel Street. Notorious too
was the fact that the British extended the curfew hour

from 7 p.n.

One outstanding effect the operation had, was that
it brought complete confidence to our men, some of whom,
other Companies' officers and men, had 1&bouréd the-
point that the grenades were unrelisble, Our
demonstration had proven the.oppééite.ﬁ Agitation had
been going on among some of the Battalion officers against
thelr use with such vehemence as to cause an inspection to
be made of the various Companies' supply of grenades by
Battalion Quartermaster Corless and our Lieut. D. Holmes.
The result of their findings revealed that in many cases
the grenades-wefe defective because of bad storage,
dampness and want of proper care and m&intenaﬁce.

Little wonder then that, as was asserted, they failed to
explode, as happened in some .case when men of other units
sought to effect an ambush and left themselves in a very
serious predicament. It was qulte possible indeed that
in meny instances such material had been hastily"dumped®
in places that were not easily accessible or suitable..
Sometimes they were stored for long periods without being
given adequete attention, and as a result the gelignite
got out of form and the priming a;ta became faulty.

The continusl radd;ng‘by British forces aggravated the
problem congiderably. Thanks then to the discoverycof
the faults - the men in our Battalion were spared many
moments of doubts and poasiblx_serious mishaps.

The innovation of shortening the fuses in grenades,

which we had found to be effective, added considerably to
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give additlional confidence to the men, Eartiéularly those
of our own Company. No longer would men feel doubtful
on the score of their landing in or at. the target; no
longer would they have a fear that they would be thrown
back at them. The short periocd between thelr 'be:lng
thrown and their explosion - even the possibility. that
they would explode near the target areé. - were
conasiderations of great importance to the men engaged on
anbushing. That was & decided asdvantage over the
previous: syst’ém. Then it was problematical whether, at
short renge, the bombs would burst before the moving
lorry had passed as had heppened in a nunber of cases
with other ambush parties. Short &s were five seconds,
a car travelling at normal qpeed could easily steer clear
of the danger zone by & dozen or more yards. " But at
three seconds, unless it was travelling at break-neck
speed less favourable chances to beat the bomb or escape
the bonbing were there.

In no instance were the British ssleep on the:}.r work,
Rather the opposite could be demonstrated. Seldom were
they sufficiently off guard to permit attacke to be made
on them indiscriminately. They used the many advantages

-they had to the extreme limit of durability. One of these

advantages was mobility, and the use of motor transport,
which stood them in good stead not infrequently. Thus
many difficulties were presented to the I.R.A. It
reguired mach ingenuity, watchfulpness and skill on the
part of our men in trying to dodge them when not on duty
aor if 011 some duty unconnected with bonmbing, not desiring
to be held up, -searched and possibly arrested. For even —
during that time various other forms of activities were
carried out by men of the I. R. A, whether armed or unarmed.

Such things as carrying dispatches, of iransferring
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warlike material from place to place, and men moving to
and from ambush points, were typical forms of activity
that called for the finest qualities in men,  The British
forces were ever busy making sudden unexpecte&. swoops and
searches on m_a.tor cars, trams, cyclistis, pedestrians and
vehicles of &ll kinds. One never knew when or where

they would coperate in that fashion, or whom they would
search. Innumerable instances could be cited in proof of
fhe thorough-going manner in which these forces engaged
when carrying out such rasilds and searches. One such may
be given. Two of our men unwittingly were caught in a
cordon that seemed to have been mysteriously formed, as
they were walking along & cértaain thoroughfare. Haited;
they were ordered to put their hands up, the n searched.
Not sstisfied with the customary searching of their
pockets, they were required to s8it on the pavement and to
take off their boots and socks, which the: British soldiers
thoroughly examined. Iackily, they were not accosted
some short time previously when one of the party was
carrying copies of An t-Oglach intended for distribution in
our Company. &thér cases there were too of men who had
“narrow shaves" in such contingenciles. Here is one of a
very unusual type. It concerned a man who was carrying

& small quantity of grenade cases, neatly wrapped in paper,
when he was held up. Plaéing' the parcel on the Qround, he
gubmitted to the searching. Vhen completed@ the British
Tommy told him to "beat £t", which he did in quick time,
bringing the parcel with him, while &ll} the time his heant
was thumping rather wiidly. o

These hold-ups and searchings had also many
humorcus sides. There wag the story of an I.!R.A. man who .
made it & bebit to carry a racing form book. On one of
the many searches he had been the victim of, that ..prec-ious

book became the object of very careful scrutiny. The
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British officer req_ueéted. to know what it was.' A Racing
Form Book", replied our worthy rellow. '"What.'l aﬁbther one
of those beastly things? Do all the men here have to
have these?". The strange thing was that the man himsele
knew ncthiﬁé about horses, but here again it was prudent
t0 carry something and a racing book or a: copy of the
Hearly bird" wae better than nothing, Such tricks came

easy to men who had cunning enough to play them.

Yet another incident, in which an I. R A, man
figured, He toc was armed with some racing paper or other.
I_n the course of questioning he mentioned he\was an ex
soldier. ‘'What!", said the British soldier who was
paying him &ll attention, “"another bally ex Army man
Hlimmie, they must be all ex soldiers around here™.
It transpired that quite a large number of men who had been
held up by that group of British Crown forces claimed to
have ‘been former menbers of the British Army. Incongruity
again, - Many of the British Army personnel who formed the
Army of Occupation in Ireland then, particularly the
younger 'ffy, mst heve considered it very straﬁge indeed
at the ]ia»fge nunber of ex Tommies in Dublin who were non-
combatants. Many of these expressed thelr mind freely and
openly on the wWay they were ﬁeing treated by the Crown
forcee. No different treatment was meted out to them then
to eny other citizen. Perhaps it was because: a large
number of them were not taking sides in the troubles, and
that the fight was between the British and the “Shinners',

We: in the I.R.A. knew thaf thti average ex ﬁ:ritish
goldier was neutral at the time and wanted to remain so.
Further we knew that there was a failr number of them
sympathetic to our cause for several reasons, 6ne of which
was becaunse of the bru.i: al -atrocities and the harsh

inhuman reprisal policy carried out by the British
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Aunthorities. Quite .a=. number salso were menbers of the
I.R.A. or were related to I.R.A. men. These factors

were in themselves of scme importance at the time,

In many Iinstances ex British soldiers were shown
little'concei'n and small consideratipn by British forces
operating or raiding or: hold-up parties. Sometimes they

men wvere
were as badly treated as I.R.A./themselves. Perhaps
the British soldiers found it hard to differentiate in a
situation where any civilien might be a potential I.R.A.
man and that they had no other recourse but to treat all
citizens alike. They had apparently no room for gentle
behaviour or kind persuasive methods when the prize of

their goal was the: destruction of the I, E&

‘ Strange as. it might appear the ordinary citizen by
then hsa.:d become somswhat used to the various activities
of the’Britiah forces - thelr rg:id.ings, hold-ups,
searcheés, curfew, patro].linga/tn%e various n;ovéments of
British soldiers and auxiliaries in their armoured cars,
motor lorries and cages, gallaventing at dead slow or
break-neck speed through the streets of Dublin. Bgually
they had become used to some of the I.R.A. activities:
hed becoRe wide awake and alert to the series of bomb
attacks which were becoming &larmingly incessant. So war-
minded had some of them become that when caught in an
ambush they thréw themselves on the ground or in some
other fashion took cover for their own protection.

Such precautions went far to cause them little injury
during a bomb attack by I.R.A. or the returning rifle
lfire of the British forces afterwards. In many instances
a good deal of civilian casualties were: causéd by rifle
shots fired by the British after an attack, with

disastrous results for the citizens.
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But even in the most extrems dangers the'people. seemed
t0 carry on as if nothing unusual was happening around them.
Indeed many of them exhibited a sang froid that was neither
depressing nor slavish. However difficult or disturbing
the trend of affairs, they carried out their day-to-day
duties and avocations in as near to their omy form and
concept as was possible 1n the circumstances. It is not
to be und’erstbﬁd, however, by this that the average citizen
had not to undergo hardships, inconveniences and trials
in one shape or other, or was even able to keep adrift
from &1l the things that were happening in their midst.
Such would have been utterly impossib.fté. Very few people
could remsin or were unaffected by the activities of one or
other of the coimbatant forces. What safety had they in the
streets, what peace and quietude had they in their homes,
whatrcomfort had they on public or private conveyances or:
in public buildinéa? Even during curfew hours was there
any respite from the attentions and ennoyances provoked by
military move;ments of men, motors and search-lights, the
all-too numerous banging on doors, shouting of military
commands and. move:ﬂént of trc;opa', heralding a stﬁmpede '
or & raid in the immediate vicinity or on their neighbours'
house? How many cltizens were caught on the stroke of or )
during the curfew hours and thrown into military 1orries,‘
deposited in.jeil for the night? How many had to undergo
insult snd indignity when the business premises or
institution in which they worked, the pub, library or the
club which they frequented for a drink or & rea& or & game
of cards, were raided, sometimes allegedly for wanted men

or arms, but oftimes just because of orders received?

Sometimes these several activities occupled a few

minutes, sometimes sn hour or more, or all through the
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hight or the best part of & day. Not uncommonly soma
of the raids carried out by the British lasted a full day
end night or vice versa - sometimes longer - as when they
cordoned-off large areas of the city, theréby cutting |
normal communication between the different sections of
the populace, so that those who were "roped in" had. to
remain put not knowing what was happening outside and
those who were outside had little knowledge of what was
going on inside. YEt'thg people behaved maénificently,
giving many examples of calmness, fortitude and in many
cages good humour, through whét mist have been ﬁo most

people, a distinctly nerve-wrecking ordeal.

Th:eir acceptance of the situation as it then was,
had a very heartening effect on us who were: no less
desirous to bear the burdens of the conflict patiently,'
§bediently and trustfully. Our task and our auty
demanded personal compliance. There was no dbligation
on their part to comply with anything that was detrimental
to their own individual lives or liberties. Except
among those: who supported our policy and who backed up
our every effort in the fight was anything in the
nature of obligation required. It was ai noteworthy
fact that many who were least cur friends, or considered
to be so0, were more déairous to remain neutral than to
lend their aid to the British against us. Some perhaps
were silent and unprovocative through fear, others by
choice, or being the most discretionary role to play '
between the "two sides'. Bone could gainsay that the
lot of those people who were not parties to the £ight,
was anything but an unenviasble and sad one. Meny there
were who had no relish and were unwilling to ?e bﬁought
into the maelstrom, who wanted to be left alone, to live
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and Ist live, as they would ssy. Such an attitude of
mind was guite understandable - in Publin at least -
where: the population was cosmopolitan, cox.asislting of
varied species and of different castes slthough the
majority of people: were sound on the question of
Ireland's right to be free, as the previous general and
iocal eiections since 1918 demonatrated.

There were other elements and individuals less
national-minded, and not a few that were distinctly
hostile. Among those were: the type that lived by and
wanted the British connection always and at any gprice,
Some of them, putting discretion aside, engaged in
rendering service to the British ageinst the I,R.A.
That was: dbne in seversl and devious ways; by spying,
giving information and by remdering active service.

The two former courses were more generally adopted.
M of the raids carried out by the British on I.R. A,
men, homes, premises, etc,; meny errests and deaths of
I.R. &, men were traced to the spies and informers with
disastrous results to the Iatter, who in innumerable
instances were shot by orders of the: I.R.A. suthorities
when their deeds and misdeeds were discovered.

Sometimes information leaked out to the British due
to indiscreet talk, gossip or idle boasting of I.R.A, men
or their friends, These were of rare occurrence and were
never on & large scale, In very rare instances wss any
real injury Gone our cause; Our G.H.Q. had had warnings
igsued on that aspect of men openly discussing or
speeking too openly of I.R. A, &ffairs. Et was hardly ‘
likely that the British, even with their highly-treined,
sensitive and large Secret Service, their Intelligence
officers, spiea and informers, geined very much for their
pains, though they tried to Imply that there was a:
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leakage at I.R.A., source, Indeed, not infreguently,
British officers informed I, R, A. whose homes they raided
and who were placed under arrest because "they were given
away by their friends", There was no evidence
forthcoming to prove the truth of the allegations that
they were betrayed by any of their comrades in the: I, R. A,
It could be more reasonably assumed and believed that

the proffered information came from hostile neighbours

or those who spled on their movements. Who could
believe, who among the I.R.A, could believe, the story
that there were informers in the I,R, A ? Here was a
popular movement that depended on and gained support

from the Irish people; = Volunteer force whose
existence was known to the British through their police
farce, whose members had from time to time appeared in
public, training, drilling and marching, even
pafticipating in publiec: processions, and as & result could
not deny that they were I.R.A. men, as they had come

" under the nptice of police and spotters whose special duty
it was to keep: them under observaetion end to apprehend

them when necessary.

Perhaps it might not be deemed inadmissible to
digress an the partly open character of the I.R.A.
Since its inception in 1913, it had appealed to and
received support from the manhood of Ireland. r.These men
hed voluntarily given service, time, money and isbour in
proof of their bellefs. Its popularity over the period
of years had not decreased, rather was it in the '
gscendant "in spite of dnngeén, fire and sword". Its
edherents not only gave moral but physicel service in
proaf of their loyalty, belief and faith in the ideals it
stood for and the cause it championed.  THE I.R.A. was a
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partly open and partly secretive fornce; par;bly open in so
far as it was kmﬁn to exist, and .that there was no intent
1ntention'to d:l.sg'uise'ﬂé‘ éxisténce; partly secret
because of its functions and the exercise of its policy as
a -military force. It was not a secret body in the
sense thet the United Irishmen of '98 or the Fenian
Brotherhood were. Btacl-e"i‘.._E Much of the work of the I, R. A,
was secret in order to make '.th_eir actions effective, but
there was little excluéively secret in regard to its
actual existence. In meny instances I.R,A. proclaimed
themselves such at British courtmartials and in public
courts th-ough their public profession of membership of
"en illegal organisation", & term applied to the I.R.A. |
by the British, produced sentences for evertain periods.
I.R. A, men were not found to be afraild to profess that
they were “amoldiers of the Irish Republic" or "soldiers
of the Irish Republicam Arm&" before their execution.
Largely the thousands of our internees then languishing
in fnternment cemps proclaimed that they were I,R.A. men,
and the Internment Orders issued by the British snd
gerved on them specified that they were so interned

because they were regarded as members of the: I;R.A.

If there was any evidence of the existence of spieé
or informers in our renks it could not have been of any
great consequence or :meorta:ice. ‘ In the absence of first.
hand information on the point we could as safeiy d’iamiés
the allegation as being unsustainable in law or in fact.
Even allowing that the British cbtained some measure of
information from idle gossip and captured documents, who
would be so bold or so dense as to admit that they were
of such a nature as to cause & complete breakdown of the
I.R.A. framework? If the British were in possession of
such valuable information why could they not lay hands on
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the high lights of the I,R.A. 7 If they knew s0 mmuch as
they claimed to know, why were so many vaiuable men '
committed to internment camps when, according to &ll the
canons of English law they should have undergone the
' rigours of convict prison life or become victims of the
hangman's hendiwork. Such questions could naturally
gpring to our minds as we thought of the insidious |
fmplications underlying the allegation that there were
spies and informers in our rsnks.

~ A more sober and careful analysis of tf;e theory that

the 'British received information from I,R.A., sources could
be gleaned from the fact that not only was their
information defective but also that desplite every attempt
on their part to produce a common informer they had
signally failed td 4o B0. Not that they did not want or
aid ﬁot seek the services of such people: to suit their
own ends and to all the more successfully destroy the
powér and prestige of their enemies, the I,R.A. Their
failure arose not for went of trying to obtain
information but rather becsuge they were unable to get
peopie, and particularly the kind of people who would be . .
in a position to part with first-hend information to comse
forward to help them, In theory and in practice: they
failed for the simple and explicit reason that the men
of the I.R.A. remained solid, sound and true, to their
comrades and their idesls, Even the British could not
de:ﬁ that they had made every effort and availed of
every opportunity to secure information about the I.R.A..
and of members of the I.R.A. They had not been remies
in applying extreme measures to extract information from
prisoners. Every knom.and unknown device was resorted
to: by means of & carefully planned and cleverly devised
: 11.11'_;errogation, through the medium of coaxing, ﬁersuasion ,.
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and synipath;r or as was more freguent and peérsistent
applicetion of force, of threats and abuses. Many and
varied were the stories of the cruel deeds that were
perpetrated on I.R.A prisoners for the purpose of
dbteining information. How meny of them were brutally
. treated, wantonly bludgeoned and merci]:assiy outraged,
because they refused to tender information sbout their
comrades, the officers and men of the: I._R,'A.- ? How msny
had. been driven insane or near to the point of insenity
by the infemous and inhuman beatings they had received
from their captors or interrogators? How many others
had borne the marks of violent treatment they had '
received rather than consent to be informers? ' These
facte stand out in bold relief as a beacon of light to
disprove the allegations that the I.R. A, or men within
the ranks 5’. the I,R,A were so false to themselves,
their comrades: end their country as to turn traitors in

the interest of an alien government.

In the sphere of the military cﬁnquest of Ireland,

the British were not meking much headway. The
_ Government of Ireland by-England was cerried out, not in
strict accordance with the normal processes of law and.
order, but rather by means of & milit&r.y jonte, and that
meinly becaunse of military necessity. Virtually the
' country was governed by militery lew. In msny cases
martlal law was in Pperation. Especlally was tli\is so in
' many of the Southern Counties, where military areas had
been establislied. The reign of British militarismwas
thereby supreme. Dublin, the capital of Ireland,
though the seat of the Governmment of Englend and
strangely the seat of the }liovernment of Déil i!ireann,

the Irish Republic, though not completely immine from
mich’ of the hazaerds of the British military law, was'
bearing a not inconsiderable:share of the guerilla
righting.



In recording the history, the workings and exploits of
the I.R.i. during the years under review, the association
of the I.R.B. as a contributing factor to the general plan
must be considered and analysed. Since the formation of the
Irish Volunteers the I.R.B. had played a prominent part in
the Irish political and military sphere. Prior to 1916
Rising as the proclamation of the Irish Republic, signifying
the establishment of a Provisional Irish Government, so
boldly averred that "secret armed revolutionary body" the
I,R.B. had supported and upheld-the Irish Vblunteers since
that time it had supported the efforts of and exercised a
profound and effective influence on the milibary affairs of
the I.R.A. Its ramifications were widespread and varied
for, while giving absolute and compleﬁe attention to the
I.R.A., it influenced the policy of the political wing, Sinn
Féin, and also the Trades Union movement. It had iepresentaw’
tives on the two former bodies. As regards the latter
organisation, it did not claim to have any great influence
beyond what might be called a watchful brief aimed at trying
to bring labour closer to the national ideal and to prevent

it going international.

Atthe period under review the I.R.B., by means of a
special .group within its ranks, was playing high in the
affaira of the labour movement in Dublin. Not high in the
sense of securing control, but in the influence it brought
to bear on various unions. That was done in several ways.
Numbers of I.R.B. men held various officeé iﬁ'the‘trades
union movement as branch presidents, secretaries, treasurers,
or as members of committees. The ordinary rank and file |
mermbers of unions were encouraged to go forward-fer elections
as officials or members of committeeé.' In so doing, they

would be advancing the interest of the I.R.B. in-creating
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a liaison between their own and the labour movement. The
grand plan envisaged the iabour movement rendering full support

to the Republican movement.

Not always, hovever, Was it possible to wield sway over
the labour movement, unless.they (the I.R.B.) could bring
strength of numbers and the right type of men for the varilous
posts. In many instances men who were associated with the
I.R.B. were in the minority in their various trades union
branches and, try as they would and did, they were unable to
rise to any responsible position there; The few men who held
responsible positions were not always effective in pursuit of
furfher advancement in the sphere of higher ranks which, it

might be.contended was the prize to the goal aimed at.

It must not be thought by the foregoing that labour wéé
so self-centred and distinct as to be exclusively un-national
or anti-national. The opposite could be édvanced, for in the
many crises of the previous years =~ particularly since 1916 -
Labour had rendered assistance in the national fight for
independence. Who could forget Labour's contribution to the
‘anti-conscription movement in 1918 by enforcing a one-day
strike in prdtest,to the British plan to conscript. Irishmen
into the British army, and in lending aid by means of their
representatives én the anti-conscription conference for the
same ends? Who could forget Labour's opposition to and
protestations against the Black and Tans and British military
govermental rule; their one-day strike in favour of our I.R.A.
hunger~strikes? Could we forget the noble pert Labour played
during the munition strike when railwaymen and dockers refused
to handle warlike stores intended for use against the national
movement, and when the former refused to carry British forces,
not to mention the other forms of aid and succour that they
freely gave‘to I.R.A. men and the I.R.A. body? These are by
way of commentary and in order to bring to light the inherent

link that existed in one form or other between Iabour ang
flationalism,
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The move fo exercise inflvence in thé Labour
Mo&ement intended by the I.R.B. to maintain and sustain
the closest affiliation with the national fight_being
vaged attained some lieasure of success, insofar es IL.R.B.
personnel and the large number of I..A. mcn who were
members of the trades unions were enabled to do so by
their voice an@ their votes on various committees and

groups therein.

The I.R.B. exercised particular influence in the
T.R.A. sphere of organisation and it could be said that
the predominent numbers of officers of the latter body

vwere I.2.B. nen.

Sometime in the latter mart of 1920, or early in
. ;

1921, some of its “Centres" adjourned sine die thelr
meetings . The reason advanced vas the difficulties arising
from.holding them in the face of the raids by British on
public buildings-and the growimg pace of the fighting, in
which many disciples of the I.R.B. were emgdged, while a
large number vere in jail and internment camns.

Oﬁr 4Circie, up to its curtailment in late 1920 oi
early in 1921, met in Room 8 at the Foresters' Hall, L1
Parnell Bguare, the HCentre! being Hartin anlOL; among
those who comvrised the centre were Sgan.Mchugh, Micheel
0!'Flanagan, wvho was general secretary of the Prinfers'
Trades Union, Paddy MeGrath, Tom *Boer! Byrné, Oscar
Traynor, Frank Méﬁally, Sean Kennedy, Lﬁke Kénnedy, liick
‘Doherty of Citizen Army fame, Michael Scully, James
Stritch, who was prominent in the Foresters organisation,
Joe Kelly, Paddy r:cha}f{dle, Joe Brabazon, Paddy Hughés,
Dick McKee, Cherlie O'Hanlon - to mention but a few.

‘Very strangely, the printing'trade was very consplcuously

represented.
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Intelligence - April 1921.

Junior members of the company, many of then ex-Fianna

boys, played a particularly useful role under our company

. 'intelligence officer; foliowing up clues about suspected -

spies and 1hformers and any particulars required by our G.H.Q.
The co-operation of the company was always given to matters of
information sought or suspected, unfriendly people, their
activities and movements. Company officers were not
necessarily awvare of everj activit& of even théir own company
intelligence, as the company intelligence officer operated as a
separate independent entiiy yet sufficiently within the frame-
work of a complete whole. This procedure had been devised in
order-to leave company commanders free for other military
duties insteadlof having to be concerned with such intricacies
and difficulties. In more ways than one that arrangement made
the company intelligence officer a freeo agent to pursue his‘

duties under orders of battalion intelligence officers.

‘That system worked perfectly; its success was in no small
way due to the importance of the office and the fact that the
company'intelligence officer waé recognised and acted as a
member of the company staff and council. ﬁegular attendance
at council and company meetings ensured complete collaboration
vith company and battalion affairs. It could be said that
intelligence played a tremendous part in the guerilla war;
the company intelligence as a:unit'played a part second to
none to any of the other branches of our activity. Jﬁst as
it was pre-eminently and predominantly essential in this phase
of our guerilla warfare as a concomitant factor to the
military machine of the I.R.A. without which we could hardly
have been able to withstand the onslaughts of a mighty foe
or nave been able to maintain our existence as a 1iVing,

virile force.

Reverting to the matter of the holding of our company

council meetings, it is necessary to mention that .much use



198,
had to be made during that period of private houses for the
purpose. Fortunately, facilities were:availab;e to us to uée
such plaées as Sean Nathan's home, McDonough's shop - both in .
Lowver Dorset Street - Bevan's home in Geraldine St. &nd Tom
O'Reilly's home in 25 Parnell St., to mention but a few. The
latter was more commonly availed of, the back kitchen affording
us every facility, coﬁfort and a reasonable sense of éecurity
at a time when few places could be regarded as completely safe
from molestation of raiding British forces always showing signs
of activity in the. streefs. How many times.welle we interrupted
by the sounds of military lorries and armoﬁréd cars as they
rumbled along the street outside, and the warning that the
'soldiers' or the 'Tans?! were in sight. Then the inevitable
pack of cards was ever at hand, or we had to appear as if we
were 'just visitors' to the household. On such occasions it
was always good policy to be in possession of some substantial
alibi. Anyway, we seemed to be always fairly safe in any of
our haunts unless some 'nosey parker' noticed our entry to or
exit from such places; chances had to be taken, usiﬁg our

brains and a certain degree of discretion to allay suspicion.

These company council meetings continued uninterruptedly
during the months of 1921 as on previous occasions no matter -
how or by what means the larger body - .the company - was
meeting. It was one means to keep the company iﬁ being, by
maintaining contact with the various membérs of the.company
staff and N.C.0s. We had always. work to dc of a.ﬁoutine nature, .
administrativé work, as well as matters relating to the
planning of oOperations, the' recording and issuing of‘orders
from the battalion, the brigade and G.H.Q. for regulating
meetings of various groups in the unit and business passed on
via the company adjutant, company quartermaster, company
intelligence and police officers. Sometimes we had to furnish
detailed reports under different headings to various higher
commands and deal with cases of men being transferred to us

or in process of being transferred to other units. It must be
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mentioned that recruiting as such had been largely cﬁrtailed,
except in very special circumstances. That order, however,

did not apply to Fianna bdys who had reached the age of 18 years.

and vere being absorbed into the I.R.A.

In many respects our meetings also were mainly concerned
with work connected with the quartermaster, such as arms,

ammunition replenishment and the purchase'and disposal of same,
always live matters requiring immediate attention.

Regarding the measure of help which the I.R.A. in Dublin
received, of which the use of premises was but a Single
featﬁre, certain salient facts can be recorded. Amoﬁg the
large sections of pebple who embraced and wprke@ for the
political arm, Sinn Fein, were many'who, althnugh not rendefing
" active military service, gave succour and support to the
fighting men. Some even underwent suffering, imprisonment,
and shared sacrifices for so acting. Their sefvices in that
regard_were'no less important and real than if they had sefvedl
in our ranks. No greater'proof could be given of fhe
indissolubility of the unity of forces that existed between
the componeht ﬁarts of the national movement withoﬁt which the
best and most thorough national effort would have been of
little consequence in the stupendous task of meeting British
militarism. Every I.R.A. unit in Dublin had its quota of such
men and women supporters who were ready and willing to perform
service in diffErent wéys. Their numbers were legion and of
varioﬁs types and categories. Take the cases of business
pfoprietors whose premises were freely at the disposal of I.R.A.
‘units and pfficers and for I.R.A. purposes; numerous cases could
be cited, but in' the interest of brevity two must suffice now.
One refers to a Miss Nellie Doyle who carried on a dairy and
grocery shop in Dorset St. Dﬁring the hard and difficult days'
of the Tan struggle in_1921 her business place was a veritable

halfway house for the storage of some of our compaﬁy munitions
as wellras being thé safe repésitory for edd revolvers which

: temporarii: :
I.R.A. men, finding themselves[inpa tigﬁ% corner, could safely
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leave ‘them to be coliected at other less difficuilt times. -
Generally, however, our Q.M. had full acceég to ,that ‘shop

for warlike purposes; the-good lady, out of sheer regard for
our cause, not alone not raising any objection, but willingly
admitting to the course, whenever necessity warranted. that
the place should be used as a munition dump or storage for
same., _

Another such case, too, camcerns another friegd of our
company - thaf of Mr. Tom Hoban, the owner—proprietor of the
tobacconist and newsagent Shop, 26 Parnell St. That shop and
house was utilised for many and various purposes connected
with the Sinn Fein Movement énd of I.R.A., affairs. From the
early days of the repﬁb}ican movement his shop was a 'marked'
one - marked by the British for raiding in quest of unlawful
publications, or the seizure of warlike materials. 'H, Coy.
and our own C.Coy. of the 1lst Battalion, I.R.A. had prior
claims on the use of the premises for meetings of various
groups; the former unit using'thé premiées as a store for
dumping arms. Tﬁe fact that three of Mr. Hoban's sons
belonged to K.Coy. and that some of its officers:and N.C.O.s.,
as well as some of us in C.Coy., were his intimate confidants
and customers, went quite faffin securing his very generous
help for our cause in the meny difficulties that from time

to time perplexed us.

During'one of the many raids and searches that were made
on the prémises, munitions‘- presumably belonging to H.Coy. -~
vere discovered by fhe British forces, with the result that
he receivéd a.jail sentence which he was doomed to sef%e in
Bedford prison in England. Even during his incarceration
126" continued to be used as a meeting place of the various
I.R.A. groups referred to. Our own company on many occasions

held company council meetings there.

Mention has already. been madeto another safe quarters

for meetings of our company council, namely, Tom O'Reilly's
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The month of A»ril 1921 was no less an active
month, as far as I.R.A. guerilla warf.re was -
concerned. Bvery group and unit of the Dublin Brigade
appeared to bé on the alert for whatever type of
operstion wzs placed to thelr keening. Accustoméd
as the men vere to street varfore, they had settled
themselves do.n to the srevailing order of things
which prescribed that greater endeavours uere to be
made in bringing extra-pressure into the fight. The
British authoritics, also, were no less desirous to
make their nresence felt, by increasing the nace and
tempo of their activitiés in order to secure victory
over the T.R.i., Forced as they were to adapt
themselves to defensive tactics by the employment and
use of smaller units, thg guerilla campaign as
corducted by the I.R.A. in Dublin went very far in
undermining the discivline and effectivenes: of the
British armed forces. In their pitiable »light,
mich of their strength in men 2nd naterials ﬁecame
of 1little use and were often sadly unavalling,
however, they strove to_bring them into effective
play agcinst an invisible force such as the L.R.A.
were deemed to be at the time, &nd when, on _
certain grounds and in certain circumstances,
sone measure of equality existed between a .
belligerent I.R.A. man and his opposing mumber
in the Brifish_Forces, although of a trath
the British soldier had greater advantages and
suffered lesser disabilities than the average-

Volunteer of the I.R.A.
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yet, notwithstanding these important factors, even the fact '
that they were better trained and equipped than the J.R.Aa
had 1ittle effect in bringing additional material aid to bear
on the situation. Their (the British forces') main concern
was to hold their heads, to maintain a good fighting morale,
bearﬁng and discipline. In the latter qualities the I.R.A.
could be said to excel. It might be commonplace to state a
fact tﬁat during that period the men of the I.R.A. on service
were highly disciplined and orderiy.and obedient. The fact
that they were so added enormously to the process of fighting
and served to stimulate.them to greater efforts. No force
was exercised, no force was needed to get I.R.A. men on
operations. Those who undertook the work did so from the
point of view of duty and man& of those who were‘ﬁot placed
on that work could not be said to be anything but willing to
do so if they were called upon to do 50, or as opportunities ee
occurred. Some could not be employed on émbushing for reasons
already advanced. Time waé—playing a big factor in our scheme
of things, and the element of time then was a vital matter

in excluding some men.

Here was where time played us tricks. Most members of
our company ceased work at six o'clock. Allowing for a meal
and a brush up, few could be on duty before 7 or 7430 pomn.
Curfew was on at 9 o'clock. Assuming they had to get to a
selected point to be armed and given orders as to the duty
to which they were assigned, and adding a few extra minutes
for getting to the seat of operation, they could only be on
duty for a half hour or so. There was always the thorny
problem of men residing far away from the company areas. Other
companyes were similarly circumstanced. Care, too, had to be
taken and time given, that the men so armed from selected arms
receiving centre, would return same immediately after duty.
The difficulties, as we found, were not lessened when it is

considered that, as often happeried, such arms receiving and



503.
deposit centres were'faf removed from the spot of the
projected ambush or other activity. Consideratibns like these
had not to be made in the case of a few of our men who were
exerciéing the perscnal custoéy of arms and responsible for
their safety in their own homes, workshops, or otherwise.
Company officers had always to keep tﬁese things in mind when
preparing aéti#ities. Generally, the system worked well when
the one group of men were emﬁloyed on such work, bhut when the
occasion arose of supplementing the number by the inclusion
of a fresh man or more, we had to face up to the obvious

difficulties as they appeared.

By this time we had reached the‘stage of meeting trouble
by the forelock. In common nautical pariance, wé had found
ourlsealeés. Hore than that, we were becoming balanced,
confident, and were using our senses and our talents to bend
to the work so as to get things done in the guickest and best

way possibie.

In our company there were guite a good number of men who
were adept in the handling of arms, of firing a revolver or
in throwing a grenade. Many of our men had already seen
service in one capacity or another; there was a large and
growving number 6f these vwhose service had been availed of too
in connection with ambushing. The procedure to use the same
type of men on all company activities had to be replaced by a
system which aimed at bringing more men intc the conflict.
The regular placing of men in allocated positions for engaging
in ambushing became a regular feature, and the time of officers
and N.C.0s. was large used in that direction. There was
hardly a night in which an ambush party, or ambush parties
were not on duty at some point in the company area. The
reaction of the men to the work was such as to cause no strain

or anxiety to the officers and N.C.0Os. concerned.

That .some men benefitted more than others by the

experiences and the testing time connected with that very
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exacting type of duty none could deny. That could be
confirmed in the-case of men who might be termed the é&lite

of the company. These were regarded as the nuclei of the
active personnel; not that they were classed as the best

in the company, although much credit must he given to them
and a certain amount of honour bestowed, because they formed
our main striking force, owing to their being easily available
and always willing and ready for action whenever and however
required. These men had many calls on their services, their
time and their labours. Would it be thought surprising that
in the course of time some of them would be looked upon with
very special favour to be often reqﬁisitioned for a large
neasure of company activities? Many considerations of a
perplexing nature had teo enter into the reckoning of placing
men according to their capabilities, their physical and mental
reactions and their personal conduct in the midst of danger.
It had to be a prﬁcess of gradual development, of men becoming
familiar with - because of their constant engagement on -

the duties associaied with guerilla warfare. True, many of
thgse men had been, as it were, hand~picked and specially
selected from the initial stages, and as they weré found

suitable, were retained for subsequent service.

This process of making selection was the prerogative of
the company captain assisted in some cases by his junior
officers and N.C.0s. and, sometimes, the company council.

In that matter the company officer had full discretionary

and plenary powvers., No slur was'intended, or could be entér-
tained on the qualities, the courage and Sagacity of the other
Volunteers who were not called on to perform the same work,

or take the same risks. ©Some men there were whose services .
couid be rarely utilised - tram drivers, tram conductors, and
men who worked in the provision and nawnbroking bﬁsinesses.
The latter, whose working hours extended late into the night,

were availed of on occasions of half-days, generally on
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Wednesdays. In the case of the former, their free hours for
night duty varied. In the case of First Aid men and signallers
company officers had to use caution and discreiién. The men
forming these services could not be as freely or.as frequently
if at all

utilised /s other men in the company. To add to the dilenmma
in which company officers were driven, the aforementioned
services'ﬁere regarded as non-combatant, in the sense that
great efforts were being.made to maintain them at effective
strength and in keeping them at their specialised training.
Because of these things, and particularly by reaéon of their
bearing the name 'nmon-combatant', some of the men riled
égainst the order that kept them out of the fight. &lready
conmpany officers had found it difficult to get men for such

as First Aild men and.Signallers
work/and a certain measure of pressure had to be applied to
initiate them 1nt§€g§§;10es and kcep them on the job. Lhus

company officers had more than one cause for headaches

~besldes the actual fighting propensities of the cbmpany.

e generally found it easier to get men to volunteer to
use a gun or a gfenade than to learn how to save Jife or to
" use signals by means of flags or Morse code. Only in the most
extreme or urgent cases were the personnel of such services
dmployed on other operations. But in some instances a few of

these were utilised in some capacity or other,

Stress has already been laid on the difficulties some of
the companies were confronted with in connection with their
ambushing plans. It could not be said that every time men were
placed in ambush ﬁosition that fighting ensued. Indeed, the
contrary was the case. There vwere times when it looked as if
Dublib was sitting down on the job, when an odd ambush or
operation could be réported. Contrasting the great spate of
actlv1tles on the part of other units in the country where
thlngs on a big scale were happening and had happened, we in
Dublin could be termed idling and inneffective. For exploits

of daring, the various flying columns had become legendary ;
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lurid accounts of these several engagements were published in
An tOglach, our offiecial organ, for our edification and interest;

many of these became subjects for lectures to officers.

If, on the surface, Dublin did not show any great achieve-
ments in the course of the fighting, the fault could notlbe said
to lie in every particular withathe officers and men of the
Dublin Brigade., More commonly could the cause be faund in the
changing tactics and dispositions of the British armed Iforces
adapting themselves to a new code of military technique and never

formations and movements.

Then, one Saturday afternoon, a very special and urgent
-order of the Dublin Brigead_s came into force; and every unit
mopilised to take up positions for the purpose of "hitting up
all'enemy transport® or, in other words, "everythiﬁg.on wheels".
This was a tall order, and certainly the biggest one we had so
far got; and, if we could judge rightly, was intended as being
the biggest exploit in the guerilla warfare in Dublin. That

it was s strange order and a startling one, no one could
gainsay. In actual fact, it was tantamount to taking almost
complete physical possession of Dublin's main thoroughfares

and trying to deny use of same to the British. It was a bold
strokel Everj company furnished its own particular guota,

big or small as their circumstances and equipment permitted, in
the big plan of operation. Ours was no exception to the rule.
On that day, Lth April 1921, our company mustered about 30 men,
which number was divided into two ambush groups, one of which
was placed in Up. Dorset Street, the other at Phibsboro Road.

. Yost of them were stationed at the former place. That force
consisted of scouts, some refolver men, grenade men and a First
L1d man. Holding the thoroughfare from a point near Wellington:
Street where one of our scouts was placed, to Henrietta Street,
a distance of approximately 600 yards, the plan was this.

Two men, armed with grenades and revolvers, were situated at
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the corners of Grénby Row and Dorset S5%. Above‘them at the
Black Church in Mary's Place two other men were placed, one
armed with a revolver, the other & First Aid man. Two oOT
three revolver men occupied the corner of a 1anéway resting
on Dorset St., a 1little to thé left and on the far side of
the street in which the bombers were. About fifty yards
further on two of our scouts were in position. Additions
to that were two revoiver men who were situated at Henrietta
St..and Bolton St. corners, and another who was acting as a
écout occupied a point in Doréet St., midway between where
our grenade men were in position and the corner of'Wellington
Street. That, it will be seen, was an uncommonly large

number of men to be put into action.

This force was only a short time in position when a
British military dispatch bearer whe was riding a comﬁination
motor cycle, and accompanied by an armed companipn in the
sidecar, came into sight. As they approached our men at the
corner of Granby Row fire was opened on them, to which the
soldiers replied and an aimost pitched battle ensued. In
the meantime the soldiers had swerved to the right as if to
turn into St. Mary's Place. Almost simultaneously with thgt
move one of our men had throwm a grenade., The driver of
the cycle seemed to be wounded, but without slackening speed,
shot clear away; In the melee, which was over faster than
the telling of it, one of our men was wounded in the forearm
by a revolver bullet. He had to be helped away from the
scene by two of his comrades and brought to Hoban's in
Parnell St., nearly a quarter of a mile‘away. Blood was
oozing copicusly from the wound. Then the real trouble began,
to obtain medical aid. 4 doctor was requisitioned, whe, alas!
on seeing the nature of the-case, felt perturbed and refused
to attend him. It took a good deal of persuasion to even
get him to condescend to give advice as to how his wound vas
to be treated. Fortunately; cne of our officers, Lieut.Kirk,

already skilled in first aid, took charge of the case, and
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after caraful attention, extending over a few weeks, the wourdec
man ves made right and nothing the vorse of the exploit. One
difficulty the hanjhad to contend with ~ he endeavoured to
verform his ordinary employment, for fear of awakening suspieion.

By a strange irony of fate, we were the recipients of
a mild form of reprimand for the attack, by the brigadier,not
so much for attacking the cyclist as for having had %o use a
grenade for the purnosc. BStrangely, also, as was learned
aftervards, the brigadier was passing at the time of the action
and almost came into the line of fire. Buch were the peculiar
vagaries of our guerilla warfare, that one never could
anticipate what form the attack should take or who might be
endangered thereby. The throwving of the bomb in this
instance might not have occurred but for the fact that the

Volunteer had released the pin from the grenade at the signal
BEnemy coming! and after he being wounded and after the

revolver duel, he could hardly have done otherwise for his
own safety.

In the latter connection we had heen hrought face to
Tace with the ﬁossibilities, if not the pnobabiiities, that
at sometime, and due to our active part in the fighting,
injury would be meted out to our nearest and dearest in our

own families or among our comrades, should they unwittingly
find themselves at the vrong moment in an ambush zone. e
might not, indeed it was considered discreet not to tell them
or anyone outside the engaging fighting groups the likely
places and times when an ambush was to be effected. Thus
there was imposed on us & double ordeal of anxiety for our own
welfare and the dangers that our relatives and friends ﬁould‘
agsuredly run during the conflict. Vfe had, 1t scened, to take
our risks and whatever chances ﬁight result from our actions.
In respect of this matter I relate a very sad fatality in
vhich the wife of an I.R.A. man was killed in one of these
ambushes. It appears that on the day "H* Company carried out
an smbush at the corner of Capel Street and King Street, the
British forces, returned the fifé, Just at the momeg% ﬁ%?”hgme
woman 1iiving in the vicinity on hearing the shooling ran out/
in guest of one of her children then playing in the street.-
Very ironicaliy the deceased was a wife of Tom O'Brien

then Quartermaster of that Company.
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The other action, in which some men of our'cqmpany wvere
involved that day, related to an attack on a motor car in
whiéh were travelling British scldiers. The scene was
Phibsboro Road. ©8Six or eight of our men, under another Lieut.,
‘were on duty there, a few of whom, as in the case of the former
group, only came into action. t must be.stressed here that
no fault could be attached to the men for not being able to
show bigger results. If fault there was, it could only be
apportioned on fhé thecry thaf not the plan, and certainly
not the men, failed, but rather that little opportunity
presented itself to execute belligerent'action, elther because
the eneny was exercising'éaution that day or was not showing
any great measure of gcﬁivity in or around our company area}
£t other points in the city several groups of I.R.A. came into
action, but there were quite a large number of areas where
ﬁo operation wés carried out for reasons already voiced.

We could not, of course, hazard a guess whether the big plan to
ambush right,.1éft and centre in Dublin was a proven success.
But we had enough sense td know'that even the smallest action,
raid or ambush was of some significance at the time. It proved
that.tﬁe British Crown forces, contrary to their propaganda
pretensions and beliefs, had not the Irish situation so well
"in hands, and that there was quite a large number of the I.R.A.
available to do those things and to take the risk of doing

things, however much the inconvenience or the sacrifice.

ﬁisappoiﬁtments there were - such perhaps were iﬁevitable
- in the game we were playing - but they were of a nature that
cut to the marrow. How often had we to listen to men giving
vent to their feelings when anything went wrong, or when they
were not given bigger or greater chances to Tight? How often
had wé heard men mourning their disappointment that such and
such an action, ambush or operation did not materialise? How

often were we made aware of their sorrow that they were not

able to bring off a successful coup or coups? How offen
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did the meh worry over the half-successful effort.and apologise
t@at they did ﬁof win out, or for not doing more? Every time
and always the question arose: 'Wonder will this thing succeedj"
or "what a pity this or that ambush did not come off". Even
the remark: "petter luck next time! seemed not to it in with
their sad modd resulting f£rom previous mﬁsadventures or periodsl
of ill-luck, as they termed them. Was it not passing strange %k
that things could go awry despite the most careful planning'for
successful action for.which few of our men could be held
sccountable when one considered their splendid spirit and
indomitable courage at a period of great trial. The greatest
praise 1s due to these men whose lot it was to be engaged in
any of the spheres of endeavour which milikary necessiﬁy and
the cause of freedom, which they served,,entailed;_men who,
evén if they were only Célled once in a time to brave the
hazards and face the trials of an ambush operation, deserved
praise for so doing. What words of praise could adeguately
apply to men who, of their own individual and voluntary choice,
and because they wanted it so, were 6n duty night in and
night out, in all weathers and regardless of dangers, and
without murmuring, remorse or grumbling. Many an officer
could testify that alfhough the number of men involved or
utilised on any given action was relatively small, the s?ecific
importance of the enthusiasm and determination which thesé men
brought into that work was of the highest order and
meritorious in the extreme. The only fauit any of them had
was that their efforts were not alWa§s attended with complete
success; all the greater praise is due to them when it is.
considered that we we were then véry much up against it;
indeed, there were obvious signs that we were going through

our hardest time.

Each succeeding day and week of April brought us deeper
and surer into the maelstnom from which escape was impossible,

unless, by weakening cur efforts or slackening the pace that
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had, up to then, been set, the word "enough" was inscribed on
the chapter of blood, tears and desclaticn. But with the
advent of a new month that word was neigher Spdken or hinted.
Instead the montl: of May was heralded in by a more intensified
movement on the part of the I.R.A. "to get on with the work", %}
the one and only purpose being to maké further inrocads on the
policy and infruence of the British forces and to make their
efforts to govern Irelandd a costly, nay, an impossible one.
None among us, at least few officers, could adﬁit that our
task was to be anything but a hard and hazardous one, and we
could‘never foresee or anticipate events or the shape these
might take from hour to hour, cor from day to day.' Ve had

only to confine ourselves to immediate current affairs and
seek to make the best use of the opportunities as they appeared
or were presented to us. Never'was cur task an easy one.
There were times when what appeared to be insuperable Earriers
baulked our every move, and when even our best and most
carefully prepared plans were upset for want, not of men,

but other and meore select types of weapons when our bombs

and our revolvers and our methods of placing men in our
customary ambush formations could not be made full and

effective use of.’

Perhaps at this stage it might be of historical interest
to reproduce the following, as taken from Hansard Parliamentary
Debates in the British House of Commons, Monday, 25th April,
1921:

- "The Attorney General for Ireland (Mr. Denis Henry) answering
Mr. Hogge, stated:
5 "There were more casualties among soldiers and police
in the nine months following July 192C than in the
nine months preceding.
In answering to the latter part of the question
I regret I cannot give any date for the cessation

of these murderous attacks on the gallant forces
of the Crownt. : '
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Answering Mr. T.P. O'Connor, Mr, Hogge replied:

"The total number of casualties during the_lasf

few days (weekend) were % police ¥illed and 7

wounded, 3 soldiers wounded and 3 civilians killed.

Two cadets were killed in Belfast and 2 civilians

named Duffin and ..... I am still awaiting

particulars of the latter occurrence™,

Lieut-Commander Kenworthy asked the Prime Minister if
his attention had been called to statements in the Press that
certain Hon. Members of this House, including the Ncble Lord
and Member of Horsham (Lord Winterton) and the Hon. and
gallant member for Bury St. Edmonds (Lt.Col. W. Guinness)
have bheen in communication in Dublin with the Dail Eireann
during the week ending the 16th April; whether he is aware
of such communications between the Hon. Members énd persons
whose arrest is sought by His Majesty's Government; and
whether the Hon. Member consulted his Majesty's Government
before entering intc communication with the Government of
the insﬁrgents in Ireland?

The Prime Minister:
"I can only say I know nothing of such
comnunications'.

Answering Captain Redmond, who asked the Chief Secretary
whether ... he will say how bloocdhounds were brought over to
Ireland by the military, Mr. Henry replied:

"as the Hon. and gallant member is no doubt aware the

provisions of the Diseases of Animals Acts (Rabies

Order) under which the prohibition order in question

was made are not binding con the Crown. There was

therefore rio contravention of the Order in its
non-~observance in this case, and the reason for

its non-observance was an over-riding public interest

(namely, the bringing of criminals to justice in

order to suppress nmurfder!. -

From Parliamentary Debates in British Housé of Commons,
26 May 1921:

The Prime Minister (Mr. Lloyd Gecrge) answering Lieut-
Commander Kenworthy, who asked whether he has addressed any
Turther invitation to the leaders of the Sinn Pein party in

Ireland to negotiate a settlement with His Majesty's Covernment;

or what progréss has been made to date:
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"Mr. L. George: UNo, Sir, The attitude of the CGovernment
was defined by me in my speech to the House on the 28
April last. The offer I have repeatedly made has not

up to the present led to any response «.... 1 do not

see what further steps can be taken. A public offer

was made in the House of Commons and has undoubtedly
been conveyed to these Gentlemen and they have made no
response; at least if any response has come it has not
reached us'.

Lieut-Comdr. Kenworthy: "Has not the position been
altered by the recent elections held in the south
and west of Ireland. Does that not give a new
negetiating body, and cannot we address ourselves
to that body in the interests of peace?!

Lord H. Cavéndish-Bentinck: '"Does not the Right
Hon. Gentleman think that the increasing lawlessness
in Ireland demands some more useful policy than that
of pure drift, which is the policy adopted by the
Government?

The Prime Minister:  "No, on the contrary, we do

" not propose to drift. If it demands anything
further it is an addition to the forces cf the Crown
there to cope with it.

Lord -Cavendish-Bentincks:s "Does not every day prove
the increasing impoxténce and hopelessness of the
present Government in Ireland?

The Prime Minister: "Quite the reverse".

Use of bombs, etc.

While naturally we were very much concerned with our
form of fighting from the point of view of effectiveﬁess
other things were happening in our midst to prove that the
I.R.A. was still alive in Dublin., Of these happenings
two very important factors predominated at the time. One of
these was the abpointment of two ex-American officers - Major
Dineen and Capt. Cronin to the I.R.A. training staff. These
officers had arrived from America and, with our then Director -
of Training - "Ginger" 0'Connell - set in motion training
company officers, classes being held in a rcom over Gogan's
- in Marliboro St. by the two former officers in the use of the
Thompsen sub-machine gun in which they were particﬁlarly expert.
It is noteworthy that about that time and from that time the
"Thompson! came into prominence as a favourite veapon of the
I.R.A. In this connection it is well tc note that already we,

the I.R.A., possessed various other types - possibly every
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conceivaple make -~ of revolvers, not a few of vhich were the
Tamoug "Peter the Peinter®- aubtometic revolver and rifle
combination, and other automatic revolvers of various calibres
two of the most used were the parabellum and the U5
ordinary long or short type; but that did not preclude the
use of the several "38's, automalics or plain types,
revolvers on occasions. )

Of the many daring exploits of the guerrilla warfare
none were so sensational perhaps as that which occurred
about this vperiod wvhen a British armoured car was seized
by a dare-devil group of I.R.A. men under orders of G.H.Q.
The scene was the Corporation Abbatoir in liorth Circular
Road, beside one of the British Military Barraclks and
convenient to several others. On that occasion the armoured
car "erew" were over-powered and the I.R.A. men drove
the car to Mountjoy Jail for the purpose of effecting the
rescue of Commandant Sean MacEoin "the hero of Ballinalee"
as ne was then popularly called. HacBoin had been
sentenced to death in connection with an ambush which he
had successfully carried off sgainst British Forces, The
I.R.A, men who sought to rescue him vere dressed in British
Army uniforms and made demends on the Jail Governor to hand
over Mackoin, by producing faked documents, which purported
to specify that on British Authority he was to be tiransferred
elsewhere., But the ruse, brave and daring, failed, and the
redoubtable rescue party had to withdraw in, of'course, the
armoured car, which, driven to Clontarf was abandoned and
found later by the British.

We had not long to wait for another .eventful and
extraordinary event in the annals of IL.R.A. activity in

Dublin., That event was the destruction of the Custom House
on May 25th 1921, an operation that was nlanned and exécuted
for the purnose of paralysing the British civil machinery
of Govermment. The task wes entrusted to the Active Service
Unit and the 2nd Battalion,assgisted outside by several

groups drawn from the lst and other Dublin Battallions

some of which - our own company included - - were

to act as a defensive force to be engaged in other capacities
néarcn‘adﬁ¢anceirmmthe scene of activities. One wvery
important duty that fell to a few of those outside

units related to the occupation of certain city

fire stations, a precaution that had been taken in order

to prevent the fire brigades from being employed to save the
. ; . . .

building. The operational plans resided in the 0/C .Dublin

Brigade% Oscar Traynor, who exercised power delegated to him
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from G.H.Q. arranged and selected the various officers and
units to have the work expeditiously and completely executed.
These plans, if somewhat detailed and coﬁprehensive, were
simple, concise and definite. Every conceivable aspect of
the enterprise had been carefully considered and obvicusly

minutely planned.

The évening before that date the order had been issued
to thé varicus units that had been selected to arrange for
the allotted gquota of men and possible amount of ﬁaterial .
requisite for the operation. The next morning, as per
instructions, I appeared.at the brigade headquarters - the
Plaza in Gardiner's Row, there to regeive final orders from
the brigadier. In disclosing the general plan, he stressed
the main points, notably the timefe;ement, such as being
on the spot at "zero" hour, and the time fixed for completing
"the job", as well as detailing the possible points of danger
from enemy action between these times, and the measures to |
be taken to deal with the British should they aﬁpear-pn the
séene at any of the points where our forces would be
~operating. One could not fail to apprehend that this was
nothing less than a.big occasion and that ndthing'less.than
complete success was expected,‘were we to judge by the hub=-
bub and the scene of animation that prevailed at the Plaza.
Even the brigadier, who generally looked the most unconcerned
and the coolest of men, showed evident signs of excitement
and gnthusiastic anticipation on the outcome of our efforts.
His evéry movement, word and gesture suggested a personal
interest in the affair and that all of us, officers and men
participating should regard it in the light of being of
tremendous importance. It did not'fake many mionutes of his

presence to convince us of that.

Our company's part in the operation was intended to
provide protection and cover to the party specifically

selected to set fire to the building. Thus we were detailed
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. to oecupy positions in the street outside in-order to prevent

enemy forées from-taking'action against the men ipside. Qur
orders wére to provide 12 men all of whom were to be armed with
revolvers, and some with grenades,‘ These were to occupy a
position extending from Liberty Hall to the railwéy arches
where Lower Abbey St. links into Beresford Place. On inquiry as
to the advisability of using the overhead railway as sniping or
grenade positions; or other buildings for similar purpose,
the Erigadier conveyed the news that G.H.§. was against sucha
move. |

Zero hour was fixed for 1 p.me Sharp on time the operation
commenced by the men who had been selected moving into the
building as unconspicuously and as unconcerqed as if they were
only engaging in ordinary business affairs. No apparent hurry
or exéitement could be noticed by the average citizen paééing
at the time. Even the presence of a heavy'moto; lorfy outside
the main entrance of the Custom House that faces Lower Gardiner
Street did not seem to be out of place in the truly artistic
setting of that palatial and beauteous architectural masterpiece
some fifty or more yards removed from the public tﬁoroughfare.
These things were occurring as our men were taking over their

allotted positions. Previous to that the men of our company

- had paraded in Tara Hall, where they were given orders and

furnished with requisite arms for the purpose, the latter

portion of which was entrusted to our company @.M.. From there

we moved, in small parties, to take up position as follows:

" Two men-William Gannon and Andy Mulhall - were placed under the

arches. These were armed with revolvers and grenades. Two =~
Frank Carberry .and Prank Brennan - were blaced &n the footpath

at end of the railings of No. 1 and beside end of B ks '
i g eof Brooks T?lomas be %r%en Thomas

Jhi 1 ther up.at angthe
;Et‘vzéigf%r.ggfo@ é\‘?? s réerpeisgfor&'re‘;face{ %¥hree more - Martin

Finn, Jim Plunkett and Nicholas Tobin - were placed.ldcross the
Beresford Place

road at Tuck's corner/vere the 2nd Lieut. Paddy Kirk and myself

?

and on our .right, at the corner of the laneway in Beresford
Place beside Liberty Hall were Eddie Flood and Paddy Leonard

commanded by 1st Lieut. Dinny Holmes.
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In detailing our orders the brigaﬁier enjoined that we
were not to interfere with British forces unless they were
in the viecinity for the purpose of taking action against
our men. We were, in short, not %o take armed action agéinst
any enemy force, if they appeared to be passing through on
the .several missions asscciated with their activities. 1In
other words, we were to "lie low" and not to do anything that
would convey the impression that anything strange vas afoot.
Shoufﬁ?%ggﬁgish forces -appear on the scene we wefe to permit
them through our lines and "give them everything we had"
if they showed signs of engaging im action. According to
the brigadier's calculations, the operation was timed for
25 minutes in which time the building was to be ablaze and the
men safely outside. Everything going well it should terminate

at 1.25 p.m.

The time selected for the operation was a fortunatie one,
it being lunch-time. Thus, we had no great difficulity in
concealing our identity or the purpose connecting our presence
in the locality, for we had ample knowledge at our dispcsal
that the open sbaces and the thoroughfares surrounding the
Custom House ﬁere the resort for workmen from thé guays and
neighbouring business establishments to spend portion of
their lunch time in lounging about, or in other words, taking
things eaéy. Thus to all outward appearance our men could
be classified as being of the usual motley of peopie
congregating there . Who could even suspect that we had any
evil intent or design on man of beast.or anything that day?
Certainly, if éppearances meant anything, some of the members
of our company group put on a great masquerade by dressing
a la mode working class, even tc dungafees and not over-
genteelish clothes. To such an extent indeed as to cause a
fair share of laughter and jokes among their comrades. 'S0

unsuspicious were we in dress and demesnour that few, if any,

~ people paid us any great attention.
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Nof that all our blans or some of the activities
associated with the operation did not excite some degree of
curiosity among'spectatdrs,.or excitement on our part; indeed,
the oppesite cculd be proved, suspected or imagined. One of
these occasions was when some of the main party were entering
the building and.when the pebrol tins were being taken from
th® lorry and brought in through the Cardiner St. entrance.
Was it not a case of "guilty conscience" that caused our nearts
to give a suﬁden flutter, or the strange fgeling that everyone
atound was aware that the I.R.A. were going to burn the place?
The feeling passed away as guickly as it came, as no undue-
curiosity was aroused anﬁ the people passing at the time went

their way oblivious of what was taking place in their midst.

Another such occasion arose vhen something bordering a
scene occurred cutside a door facing Abbey St. A policeman
who vas walking by that place, as if going in the directicn of
Store St. Barracks, had suddenly halted and seemed to be

an L.R.4. Sentinel .
meeting with some trouble with a man Ahere. This caused many

eyes to be dirécted to that guarter. ©Some folk passing by

halted showing a certain curiosity in the proceedings.

Almost simultanscusly with that 'scene', another and more

serious one was enacted about 15 minutes past one. Smoke and

" flames were seen to be issuing from one of the top corner

windows nearest the railway. To say that it caused a sensation
would be but mildlj describing it. Passers-by stood in alarm,
their curiosity deeply aroused. Cur men outside urged them

to keep moving. During this time our brigadier and Captain
Paddy Daly were standing at the footpath at.the.corner okl
Abbey St. in sight of the flameé. - & few minutes afterwards

a motor'Pender in which were armed Auxiliaries turned Eden

Quay corner, passing Liberty Hall into Beresford Place,

followed by another carrying a similar cargo. On they came,

at a slow pace. The first cne turnéd under the railway arches
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as if going towards Store St. Just at that point one of the
Auxiliaries wés seen -to be standing up in the car a revolver
in hand pointing towards the sﬁoke and flame theﬁ emitting
from the window of the building. The car stopped dead just
as a shot rang out, followed by a loud explosion which, we
guessed, was caused by a grenade having been hurled at the
by one of our men 7
car{ The impact of the explosion literally threw the
occﬁpants on the floor of the car or on to the roadway.
The other tender also came under fire, but some of the
occupants sought to rush for cover and in so doing ran the
gauntlet of revolver fire directed by members of our party
and men from the doorway of the Custom House. The strangest
part of the proceeding wvas that the cars had come to the:
position where our grenades vere situated, and the latter had
no great difficulty in finding their target. Indeed, they
had only to 'lob! them in at the short range available.

It was quick and furious action.

The Auxiliaries who had escaped injury toock up positions
benind pillars supporting the railway or the upright pedestals
that were interspersed around the space that formed the
north-west and western side of the Custom House. (These
pedestals had been constructed for holding swinging chains.)'
In a thrice all was excitement as rifles znd revolver shots
rent the air, and billowing sﬁoke of the burning building
and flashes of flames could be distinctly seen mounting.
Without actually watching it, one had the feeling that a‘good
part, if not all, of the work of burning was accomplished.

In the midst of the fusilading, one of our men was seen running
for sheer life followed glosely by an Auxiliary, along Abhey
St. passing Brooks,Thomas, and towards Northumberland Square.
Not more than six paces divided them when, suddenly, the
Auxiliary fell on.the bathway, stretched as if dead, and Andy
Mulhall - the man being pursued by the Auxiliary - escaped

through a -prearranged line of retreat through Brooks Thomas
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into Marlboro St. Certainly, luck favoured him on that
occasion and, as I perceived, he was doubly favoured by being

able to perform a good sprint.

While this was being enacted a new element of danger
to our forces had arisen. Already I had moved a shortg
distance round the corner into Abbey St., my companion,
Lieut. Kirk, having separated when the moment for action
arrived and just in time, for the space on_thg corner where
we had formerly been situated had come under fire. A short
time before the previous episode, machine gunfire ﬁas heard.
It was not easy to locate frdm whence it came, but we were
not left long in doubt. The preseﬁce of a double-turretted
armoured car in our vicinity provided a'clue, as its hotchkiss
gun came info play. Here was a big danger now to our men out-
side and also to the men inside the Custom House. It. raced
madly through the thoroughféres that surrounded the buiidings,

through Beresford Place from Eden Quay to Gardiner Street,

backwards and forwards, firing all the time. Alternately

it stopped at different places for the space of a few moments

-only tc move on agein to some other point, ever alive,. ever

threatening amddeadly. What could our poor revolvers do in

such an awful position?

Prior to that I had seen one of our men, Frank Barberry,
near the rallway arch and he almost sitting with his hands
raised over his head. Could he be wounded? The presence of'
tihe armoured car in-my immediate proximity occupied my
closest attention. Greatest shock of all - the car turned
the cornerlat Beresford Place and came into Abbey St. Mean-
while.the firing, especially the small-arms fire, had
diminished, The streets were desertéd except for a few

people who had taken shelter in the gateway entrance to Tucks.

. Charred and burning piecesrof paper were falling on the streets

and smoke filled the air as I dashed into Dunlop's hallway.
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Just in time, too, for the armoured car had just stopped
outside and remained a few moments, then depafted. Instantly
I felt the urge to escape - to make a dash for freedom.
Running along Abbey St. was a matter of moments. I arrived at
the lower end cf Marlboro St. Just as I reached therAbbey

Theatre entrance a woman nearby shouted "Don't go bon to the

quays, mister, the soldiers are there'.

Vainly I sought to link up with some of our mei. Could'it
be that they were all casualties? None were about.
Disconsolateiy I moved away, retracing my sbepé, and gingeriy
skipped across‘Abbey St. into the other part of Marlboro St.,
making for McDonoligh's shop in Dorset St., the place where
our men were to report after the 5peratibn to dump Eheir guns.
Soon I was at Mountjoy Sguare and, looking down on the Custom
House, instantly proved that the job was well done. Joe
McDonough had no news of ahy of the men. Could it be that all
the others weré prisoners or casualties? The %hbught was not
a very wholesome one for either of us. Even yet there was work
to be done if it was true that none of our men had escaped.

To acquﬁint their relatives and take dangerous material from
their homes in case of raiding by the Britishj; but proof was
soon Torthcoming thalt Frank Carberry was a prisoner. He had
our men
been one of the best of/trusted and triedd  The "Littler¥
as he was affectionately calléd and partly designated because
of his small stature would be sorely missed. We shall miss
him in the future. DBut what of the others? 4 check-up
revealed that Frank Brennan had also been captured - all the
remainder of the company group had escaped without a scratch.
i few bf our revolvers vere lcst in the action; some others
had been traced in the vicinity and recovered later by our

men or by members of other units of the Dublin Brigade.

There was, however, great satisfaction -in the knowledge
that the operation was a complete success from the purely

military and political aspect, although we had every reason
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to feel sorry that the Dublin Brigade I.R.A. should havé to
pay ‘a big toll to achieve such gigantic results. Thts, we had
to mourn the deaths of gallant fighters - Sean Doyle, Daniel
brothers and Paddy

Head the/Stephen/0'Reilly and Paddy Dorrins - '‘members of the
ond Battalion - a number of wounded and aeveral sc&af of
prisoners. These losses could in all seriousness be regarded
as a dire calamity to our dause; not alone because we vere
robbed of the sterling services of so many fighting men, but
also on account of the possible reactions which such might

have an the course of further fighting in Dublin.

The British forces, particularly'the Auxiliaries, suffered
many casualties, though they in their official réport disguised
their losses, information became available to the I.R.A.
authorities that quite a number of them were killed and

wounded.

A night or two afterwards, the brigadier, Oscar Traynor,
conﬁeyed through our First Battalion Commandant, Paddy Holohan,
a special message of commendation for the part our company
group had played in the action. Our men highly appreciated
that they should be the object of laudation from Hucﬁ an
exalted source. None could dehy them the signal honour of -
paying tribute to their heroism and absolute obediénce to
orders. Bach and every one of them deserved every praise
for they had given full proof of the trust that had been
reposed in them. The marvel was that any of them escaped alive
from ﬁhe trying and troublous ordeal and that they had rendered

a good account of themselves.

0f course, many stirring accounts were given concerning
the highly exciting exploits and experiences of some of our men-
Mention must be made of one such case: The person referred to
had already disposed of his grenade by throwing it at the
Auxiliaries and likewise had expended his four rounds of

revolver ammunition. His next plan was to get away. Behind
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him was, strangely enough, No. 10 Beresford Place, into which
he dashed, muéh to the amazément of éome vomen who}were
congregated there as the place was a dispensary. A ﬁoman,
presumed to be the caretaker, brought him aside, took his
revolver from him, then got a girl whom he took to be her
daughter to link him outside. In the meantime, she had given
him a bottle of medicine. The good girl escorted him through
the cordon of British soldiers which had been drawn across the
lover end of Gardiner St. Thus, he got safely away. The next

day, or night, he returned to the house and recovered his

revolver.

The effect which the operation of the destructioﬁ of the
Custom House was trﬁly electrifying and gave great heart to the
men of the Dublin Brigade, for it reyresented what might be
termed a major action and perhaps the biggest in the gﬁerilla
warfafe. it beépoke a departure from the employment of small
groups, and possibly a stepping up of dur nethods fbr waging
our warfare. Even the newspaper reports of the "startling
occurrence' conveyed the telling naws thét sometﬁing more than
an ordinary raid had been carried out. Indeed, it was evident
to all and sundry that a good deal of fighting had ensued and
all Dublin knew that, for the shooting had been heard some
distance away. News travelled fast and far those times apd it
was reasonable to suppd%e vhat nothing was lost in-the telling,
some of which were only conjectures and had no rélation to facts.

tVhile on the subject of news and conjectures, it might be well

to refer to the matter affecting the presence of the first two

lorry loads of Auxiliaries, Had they any prior kmowledge that
the building was being burned by the I.R.A.? Was their presence
on the scene c¢eincidental or acéording tb(iesign? Were they on
ordinary patro; duty that brought them in the viecinity, ér were
they merely passing on their way to some ofhef point, or on
some other duty? These points were debated by several of the

participants afterwards. They were questions that puzzled not
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a fev. There was some evidence to prove that the first group
of 'Auxies' showed surprise when\they beheld the smoke and
flames coming from the building. The fact that they came to a

halt so far avay from the building might indicate that they were

not in possession of information concerning the L.R.A. action.

J

While that was evidently true in many respects, the question of

their having some kind of information on the point could not

be entirely ruled out. It was even contended by some that they
could have been so informed by virious channels and in devious
ways that something strange was going on there. One could argue
that there were several means available to do that - could even
infer that the police authorities at Store St. Barraéks
communicated the information. Indéed; that was held to be the
most likely source for spreading the nevs on account.of it -
being witn;n a couple of hundred yerds' distance from, and which
by resson of its location comuanded a view of the northern
portion of the Custom House, IMucih of tThe activities connected
with %he operation of burning that building, and certainly,
the fire itself could hardly have escaped their notice, unless
and this was the big conjecture - they vere asleen to all

that was happening so close to them.

We knew already that no help to stop the fire could be
forthcoming from the fire brigades, as units of the I.R.A.
from the several Dublin battalions, as well as a group from "H'
Coy. and I think "B® Coy. 1s% Batt., occupied the several
stations. Likewise, it had been hinted that telephonic
communication.woul@ be locally disconnected. T
information was conveyed, it must have been by some other
names, such as through secret service channels or from a
distance outside the danger zone. The main point of the
conjecture wvas vhen the British authorities beceme- aware 6f
the I.R.A. operction. 4s it was, fifteen or tuventy minutes
elapsced hefore the contingent of 'Auxies' appeared, dAlready the
fire was 'well on' and they themselves were porerléss to stop

the men inside the building from continuing burning tebuilding
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¥hen the bigger reinforceﬁents of British troops arrived, the
building was a veritable cauldron and a complete devastating
fire, which even the best efforts of the fire brigades, when
they were allowed by the I.R.A. to intervene, were of no avail.
Thus, dne of the important 'pillars'! of the British administra-
tion in Ireland went up in fire and smoke, becoming thereby

one of their most potent losses.

- Many s tirring and exciting anecdotes were related after-
wards by individual_particibants of that epic drama - tales
depicting extraordinary deeds of valour, of gqualities of
endiirance and of faithful obedience to duties under the most
adverse and difficult circumstances. .Herein were displayed
every latent talent of daring grit and abandon in the teeth,
of a blazing inferno inside, and the death-dealing rifle and
machine gun cannonading outside the building. Death stalked
them everywhere and whenever they turned. Every second and
every minute of the time they gave to the task of burning that
huge pile lessened their chance of survival or even escape.
Yet they held on gfimly and determinedly to compléte the wdrk
to which they were allotted, until there was hardly any other
prospect. left to them except to periéh in the flames they had
set alight, or to run the gauntlet of the merciless gunshots
of the British forces, who by that time had pracfically sealed
off their remaining avenues of retreat. A4 dreadful and
disconscolate situation like that called for more than ordinary
cool heads and steady nerves. Some there were who threw
caution to the winds and, taking fheir lives in thé holiow
of their hands, made a desperate endeavour to fight their way
out, and in so doing faced imminent death from enemy gunshots.
Luck faYoured a few in that bold way to escape. Others, of
whom Doyle and G'Reilly were two, fell in the attempt to run
the gauntlet, while at least one - Tom Ennis - was seriously

wounded, but got to safety notwitinzstanding. But most of those
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men who had.engaged in the burning were hopelessly trappéd
within. When they were eyentuali&féxtricéted théy became | ",
prisoners, becéusé they could not give a proper account of
theqselves. Some of these were given away by some of the staff
and others were suspected because they smelled of or bore
traces of petrol on their clothing. There were somé few,
however, who sought refuge in subtéfranean passages or swam

the Liffey to safety.

Admittedly the British lost. very valuable material
potential, but as-against that, the I.R.&. had weakened itself,
- or becone weakengd as a result of the destruction of the
Custom House. The attempt had cost us deerly in the loss of
1ife and the number of our men that had been captured by the
British. Vhen consideration is paid to the point that most
of the men ehgagedAwere what mighf be termed the "big guns',
or actual Eghting potential, such losses could be’regarded as
serious and disturbing. As against the successful completion
of a most important Opefatibn - and ho one could doubt that
it was other than a big achievemen; ~we were debited to the
extent of having a very weakened active éervice unit which,
together with the losses incurred by the 2nd Battalion of the
Dublin Brigade, was bound to have serious consequences in the
" conduct of our guerilla campaign. Was it any wonder then that
a certain degree of disorganisation resulted from the-enforced
defection, due to their military activity, and that plans should
have to be got under way to reorganising the active service

unit, in order to bring it up to fighting strength?

With that aim in view, Volunteers were solicited from units
in the Dublin Brigade and the 4.8.U. accordingly reformed as an
effective fighting unit. Included in the number were two
members,.of our company, William Gannon and Eddie Fiobd. These
and all men were required to be transferred and to be supplied
with revolvers and ammunitidh. it bécame an accepted condition

that espirants to that uwnit should be well-trained ahd, of course
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capable of engaging in various activitiesl It so haﬁpenéd

that -the application of that system resulted in a neﬁtwgain"
* t

to the A.5.U. and loss to the various companies of quite a

large number of active Volunteers. Such was the systen,

howevef, that the company commanders had had to part with

some of'their most active men after havipg brought thenm

o

through the several laborious stages of training and ‘
providing them with experience in ambushing and other fofmg;d
of activities. Plainly, there was no alternative to the
procedure of maintaining the existence of the A.S.U. as it
vas generally conceded to be our front line‘force, |
specifically charged with the task of fighting.. No other
recourse was possible to companies except to replenish with
suitable man-power for the proper discharge of their
particular distinct and éssential duties. It fell to the
companies then supplying men to.the A.S.U., o fill in the
gaps created thereby, by posting other men to the positions
rendered vacant. OF course, the companies had possibly
greater scope for this than the A.S.U. as the former had
generally more men than it could conceivably actively employ.
Most of the men gave a clue that they desired to be transferreé
to the A.8.U, and it must be szid that they locked upon it
as a duty and, in their own words, "If I don't do it,

which
someone else wi%i;% The feeling fprevailed amongst.some of
them bhagexikix was Ahey should be given a chance in =z bigger
and a more sustained way of proving themselﬁes. There was
never much difficultj in getting volunteers for the £.8.U.
Of the men who were already serving in the A.5.U., or those
who sought transference there, few il any of them showed
manifestation of heroics or tendency to 'show-off! their
browess or their valour. Only one predominant paésion was
manifest, They were actuated only by the desire.to do
whatever.ﬁas needed in the new role. Even the question of

prayment for their services could not be regarded as the.

all-pervading element to their willingness to do things in
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" as precise a manner as that to which they had served in their
former, and parent, company. For one was to the other -~

part and paréel of the same thing, in the sense of passing frdm
one sphere or influence?ﬁfrom a lower to a higher plape in

the military scheme of the I.R.A.

During the course of its few months existence and
activities the A.5.U. had_become a force to be reckoned with
and had proved itseif a live and potent guerilla group. Alread
it had déalt many teliing Blows against the British. On the
other hand, it suffered vital losses in killed, wounded and
eiecuted. Every such loss had to be met by initiating nev men
intc the service. At no period of its existence was there
such great need for this than-&fter the Custom House
operation. Judged in the light of the serious dilemma in
which it then was, it became imperative that a critical .
adjustment would have té be made to put the A.5.U. on a sound
and effective footing. Time was an essential factor then,
as it ever was, in a situation that callied for quick
decisions to keep alive a force that had suffered a severe
but not irretrievable setback. 4Any slackening in our
activities might tend to give the British the impression
that they had whipped us and that, having 'shot their bolt!
the I.R.A. forces, asg represented by the large number of
prisoners, were weakened thereby. The I.R.A. sought to

prove otherwise.

The big gquestion of the moment was the supreme urgency
of keepihg the fight going with, if ?ossible, greater energy
and in a more marked degree. It was vitally necessary to do
thié in order to mislead the English and to create doubt in
their minds that they had so many of our best men in jails.
Wie knew otherwise, but felt that our best plan was to show
‘a bold front in order to prove that we still had large forces
at our disposal to continue the fight. In what other way

could we assert this except by rehabilitating the A.5.U.
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the A.5.U. and planning to bring it into play on an effective
miliﬁary basis.‘ Thus, the £.8.U. in its rejuvenated state .
took up the threads of its'fOrmér life and functions so
ruefully interrupted by the debacle in which it found itself

after the Custom House burning.

inother form of activity in which the Dublin Brigade
engaged around that period related to @ widespread raid carried
out sometime in MHay 1921 in connection with the Belfast Bovbott.
On that day certain offices and commercial firms were visited

by select men from various wits, our own C/Coy. included,

-and goods and records of sales were seized, on the orders of

our G.H.Q. Information had been conveyed to various commands
that efforts were being made by the business fraternity, with
some measure of success, to smuggle in goods of Belfast or

Ulster origin in order to beat the boycott imposed by DAil

Eireann and enforced by the I.R.A. After inspection by the

éompetent higher authorities of the I.R.A., the seized records
and invoices of sales were returned, peremptory warhing being
issued to those who were found to be trading in such contraband
goods, or trying to evade the ordinances prescribing same.

S0 thoroughly efficient was that particular branch of the
service associated with the Belfast Boycott plans, and so alert
were our men generally on all aspects of intelligenée work, .
that few if any moves could be made without the knowledge
reaching I.R.4&. guarters and appropriate action taken in the

matter.

Curfew in Dublin at 8.30 p.m.

In a summary of activities of the Dublin Brigade, An
tOglach stated "thet for the month of May 97 distinct operations
were carried out. These included the destruction of the Custom
House. There were 27 attacks on enemy forces in lorries and
seven armgd conrflicts with enemy forces. There were 23 captures
of enemy stores and other enemy goods, bicycles, telegraphic ang

telephonic apparatus ete, by means of raids and hols-up...."

-
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About this time also the British adopted and operated a
system of foot.patrols, which caused us much concern as it
appeared to be the most effective move to counter our
activities. Thus we were brought to realise that some other
effective form of warfare was desiréble.arising out of the
new situation. Many officers of our batﬁalion advocated the
use of rifies for sniping on these British formations as the

and ambushing
most practical method of coupterﬁng/enemy foot patrols.-ZThe
chief point underlying their a@vocacy of that new form of
warfare was that selected buildings commapding strategic .
positions in or on various main thoroughfares should be made
use of and oficupied for short periods, that these buildings
dhould be occupied by ILR.A. 'sharpshooters who would be
required to fire a few rounds and then vlthdraw from tbe scene.'
4 bold plan enough, and one that was an actual replica of our
regular 'hit and run' tactics. As an idea it had much to
recommend it and seemed to possess many favourable features.,
But the idea was scotched in its infancy by our authorities,
6n'various grounds, one of which was that it might expose the
‘civilian population to greater trials, inconveniences and losses.
IAnotner aspect that was stressed was ‘that at. the time in
question only a small number of service rifles were available
for such duty because of the fact that tne Dublin Brigade units
were under orders to pass these on for use of the flying’ |
columns. Besides, itiwas not intended to create the impression,
as such 2 course of fighting might be construed to be, as
something resembling an actual uprising. The result was that
wve had to remain Jargely ineffective because of having to place
greater reliance on what was, up to then, our normal system of
fighting - the employment of ambushing parties, armed only with
revolvers and grenades - unlle the British, exploiting the
military position, made our work harder and more .roublesome.

A good deal of our ambush plans were frustrated thereby, as

these foot patrols were difficult to avoid and were not. so
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vulnerable to attack as troops in lorries, for they moved in

extended order through the streets holding up and searching

pedestrians.

Cne never knew when .or from-what direction they would
appear; no street could be regarded as safe from their
presence, their attentions and their movenments. Sometimes
they appeared to spring up from nowhere in particular, but
élways and ever they were prominently active, astutely
suspicious and most eminently efficient -in the discharge of
the varied duties which that form-of activity entailed. 5o
thorough and attentive were they in that.specific éphere
that much of our plans to bring oif ambushes became surfeit
or were fetarded in consequence. Every ingenious device and
trick had to be resorted to by us in order to baffle them,
to avoid them and to reduce their power to entrap and overave
us. A more than ordinary perception of danger forced us to
conduct a regular battlé of wits against them, pitting our
brains against théir tremendous show of strength if for no
other reason than to neutralise their efforts to exploit the
situation thus creéted; while at the same time we  sought to
prove that even in the face of such enormous difficulties
our will to wage war'remained-unaffected. Yet the dangers
were there in the streets and by-st?eets of Dublin. Ve weré
always more than conscious and visibly éx-:are}_offthem. It would
have been the height of folly to ignore them, or to treat them
as if they did not exist, when we knew but too well that they
were proiimately present in the form of a foe that was nelther
lenient or generous in combatting us. Indeed reascon dictated
that we should face up to these dangers and the consequential
difficultieg that were bound to arise from the operations of
the foot-pgtrolling'system which the British had so craftiiy

devised for the purpose of preventing or circumventing

ambushing by or on our behalf. The all-important essential
. ) _!‘,.‘-.'. -

and baulking the
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~aggressive spirit behind that subtle move suggested,
nay demanded, that we shouldlregulate our conduct and
movements in the full consciousness of ever-growing and

imminent danger.

Adaptability and originality were always our strohg
points in the past. Every situation that had arisen,
and every move made by the British, whether provoked by
forée or imposed by law, had little if any effect in
weaning us away-from our cause, or the course that had
been set-for us. é was ever our pride that we were as
clever, as tenacious and as elusive as the British, or.aﬁ
they gave ué much credit for. Up to date we had been quite
successful in overcoming many of the obstacles placed in
our path by the British or resulting from circumstances
connected with the varied nature of the warfare in which vie
were engaged. By adapting ourselveé tc the changing
circumstances ve were thus enabled to Keep abreast of the
times, even though the task was neither an easy or a
pleasant one. In the prevailing conditions imposed by the
new form of military tactics, and which the cleverly
devised machinations of the British had so éinéularly
aggravated, it took more than a modest effort on our‘part
to continue the warfare in the form and at the pace-in
which we had become accustomed. It was a time when _
a greatef degree of caution, ingenuity and circﬁmspection
-was called for, and had to be applied by us whenever aﬁd
wherever the I.R.A.-affairs, or matters associated with
I.R.A. activities entailed our movement through the

city streets so desirable.
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On such occasions, especially when armed, our men
showed neither undue concern or disquietﬁde, except From
the angle that greater opportunities were not afforded
them fo be more active in the sphere of ambushing. There
had been a2 noticeable decrease in the volume and extent
of motor transportation by the Bfitish forces of late,
particulariy during the night time when our men were on duty.
Like us, they seemed to be playing the role of hide and
seek; like us, thgy were exerciging caution, and segking
not to éxposé themselves except for good reason. Not
that they remained inactive or passive all the time.
Seldomn, howeﬁer, was their activity of such a nature as to
facilitate action being taken by our forces at tﬁé times
and in the p}aces selected; they wgre often too numerous
or too stroné or_active to be attackeﬁ by our men. we
had to contend with the ever-increasing difficulties
of frying to dodge them, to frustrate their every move
and all the while seek to pursue our course by

continuing the fignt,
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CHAPTER 23, 534.
That was how matters stood all during the month

of June, 1921, as units of the Dublin Brigade continued

the fight by whatever means and methods were évailable

~to do so. The A.S.U. were likewise showing signs of

activity, having become reorganised and recovered from
the effects of their previous losses. Our difficulties
had not lessened with the passage of time. Then came
the fourth of July. To mark the anniversary of
American Independence, President de Valera had issued a
request for a display of flags. Needless to remark,
advantage of this was taken to fly, not alone the
American but also the Irish flag. In many instances
the Irish tricolour was predominantly displayed from
many windows and roof-tops, principally in the poorer
quarters‘of Dublin. The British occupying forces were
none too pleased or happy at the "disloyal" exhibitions,
so. much so that not a few attempt; were maée by them to
interfere with the display and to forcibly cause the
offending Irish flags to be removed, ;n many instances
héving to use force to remové'them themselves or else to
stage demonstrations to show their disapproval of the
whole idea. 6f the many thoroughfares selected for the
latter course, Dominick Street became a danger zone.
When night fell, British forces, particularly the
WAuiieéﬂ descended on the neighbourhcod and went "tearing

mad", shouting and shooting.

It so happened that of all nights, our Battalion
Council meeting should be held in one of the houses of
that street, number hb to be exact, which was situated
opposite ggngominican Church.  The room, or rather
the bath{ at the top of the first flight of stairs,
served as a kind of munition depot where daily one of

our Company officers, Lieutenant D. Holmes, carried on
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work of pfeparing grenéde sets and making'revdlver
ammunition.  On that particular July night all ‘the
Battalion staff and Company Captains were present. We
had just barely got down to business when the report was
delivered by one of our scouts stationed outside anent
the enemy activity. Prior tco that we had heard the
neévylrifle shooting. We had encugh sense to realise
that it was quite convenient to our ﬁeeting place and
associated with a possible move to capture us. Our
meeting was brought to an untimely end, after having
transacted our business in the shortest time possible.
Then we were instructed to hop it. Safet& lay in

‘ moving out of the building unostentatiously, one at a
time, for fear of attracting undue attention from
unfriendly sources, for in the course of our work we
had to guard against thé prying eyes and ears of secret
and open enemies. In thét,wise, we made our exit
while the British forces of law and order engaged in

bringing terror to all and sundry in that vicinity.

We prided ourselves in escapling that night,
happy at the thought tﬁat our meeting‘place-waé not_
discovered. Othes too were likewise pleased, not the
least of those being our Director of Munitions, Sedn
Russell, the good Volunteer Jimmy Grace, who lent the
place for I.R.A. purposes, and Holmes who even
afterwards used the place for “making things". Its
;oqs'wouid have been a serious-handicap to the I.R.A.
Frequently I visited that workshop and had a fair idea
. of what was going on. Indeed on more than one
opcésion, I had been brought face tc face with some of
the work that was carried on there. Once in

particular, when Dinny was demonstrating rather proudly
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the quality of the home manufactured revolver
ammunition, in a matter-of-fact way'hé placed one in
the cylinder of a revolver énd, before either of us
realised it, presto a shot rang out! - and I felt a
sudden warm feeling in my right ear. Fortunately
nothing untoward occurred except that the bullet embeaded
itself in the door-behind{ There could be no gainsaying
the fact that it was good stuff - the misédventure
proved that much at least. Fortunately too the report

was not heard outside.

In connection with this matter of the manufacture
of revolver ammunition, it must be mentioned that the
.15 calibre had fallen into short supply. That type
was in almost general use and there had been a |
considerable expenditure of the ammunition during
ambushes. 'Thus the problem was created to meet the
deficiency by cutting down another class of ammunition

_of the same bore, the lead portion of which being made in
a hand mould, in order to fit it to the revolvers as
mentioned. No greater proof of ingenious skill could be
provided than this minute and meticulous mode of
craftsmanship. It afforded proof too that, even with
primitive tools and working under extremelﬁ adverse
conditions, sﬂch things_could be fabricated and
accomplished. This was a far cry from the home-made
grenade that was and had been in use in manj an ambush
or operation in Dubiin and throughout different parts of .
Ireland, as well—as the numerous experiments, fittings
and accessories that had been brought into the field
of engineering and chemistry.

During the following days of July rumour was

rife that "something was going on behind the scenes".

-
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Parliamentary Debates in the
British House of Commons,

Wednesday, dJune 22nd, 1921.

Sir James Baird_answéring Mr. Briant:-

"In view of the grave danger which
would in many cases ensue to persons
giving information, the practice is not
to supply interned persons with a formal
statement of the evidence against them.
If they apply to the advisory committee
the evidence against them is indicated,
as far as possible when they appear vefore
the committee, and they are given the
fullest opportunity of answeriﬁg it.

They are heard in person by the committee

at the internment camps."

Mr. Henry answering Mr. MacVeigh:-

"Patrick Rafferty (arrested near
Newry-in March) is serving 3 years for
the possession of ammunition and
seditious literature, including an
I.R.A. pamphlet on night firing and

is in prison in England."®
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Similar rumours had been rife for a considerable_time_—

- previously which'suggested that "peace feelers" and
possibly "peace negotiations" weée afoot. .In—connection
with thesé important moves, it may be relevant to
mention that the names of influential English personages,
English noblemen, members of -the British Parliament,
Church dignitaries, .etec., were designated as being linked
in the endeavour to stop the fighting'in Ifeland. Many
of these people had been shocked by the atrocities
practised by the Black and Tans particularly and the
cruel methods of the British administration in Ireland
generally.”.' :These excesses and abominations had already
evoked a wave of indignation among ;iberty—loving people
of various types and classes in England, Labour leaders
"and Trades Unionists included, who had expressed their
indignation and disgust of British government policy in
the British Parliament, on public platform and in the
British and Anglo-Irish press. We had no reason to
assume that any accommodating spirit towards the several
peace feelers, intermediaries or pour parlers had been
exercised or encouraged by our political or military
leaders, although rumours, strong and persistént, had
been going the rounds that the peace move had beén in
swing'the previous Christmas, Lord Derby's and
Archbishop Clune's names being mentioned therewith.

The rank and filé could hardly be aware and certainly
were not made aware of such things, if there was any
foundation in fact for the suggestion that negotiations
of some kind or other were going on, Certainly was
that true up to the time when, like & bolt from the blue,
sensation was caused by the publication of a very

strange message from one of our military leaders, Mick

Collins, which opened many peopleis eyes to the-
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. revealing knowledge that some form of negotiation was
going on under the surface. His message, "Stop
talking and get on with the work", could only have one
meaning for us, namely, that whiéh indicated that we
were still waging war, and yet we could hardly forbear
the thought that there "was something in the rumours

after all®.

Like a bolt from the blue also had come the
startling news when on the 8th and 9th July reports

were issued intimating that a Truce was declared

between the British Govermment and Ddil Eireamnn.  That .

Truce, we were informed, was to operate on Monday, July

1lth.

On Monday, July 1ith, 1921, at twelve noon the
guns; ceased firing and the British forces and the
I.R.A. fpr the first time in five yearé became'ﬁon—
combatant and non-aggressive. On that day the British
Chief Secretary for Ireland_(Sir Hamar Greenwoqd)

stated: -

"The truce was agreed to on Saturday;
it officially became operative at 12 o'c.

to~day.

Unfortunately the shooting of a
policeman in Belfast on Friday night
precipitated one of these deplorable riots
which I think tarnish the good name of the
Northern capital of Ireland. I share
with him (Mr. Devlin), and all the world
shares, the feeling of‘relief and hope

engendered by the peace proceedings in
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Ireland, but the police in Ireland remain
- under the Imperial Goqernﬁent until, ﬁnder the
Government of Ireland Act, they are given over

to Northern Ireland and Southern Irelagd.“

'The British Chief Secretary (Mr. Lloyd George)

announced in the British House of Commons:-

"T have had a telegram from Mr. de Valers.

'Telegram received. I will be
in London for Conference on
Thursday next.'

. The telegram which I sent has already

appeared in the papers."

Thus we were b}ought to the full realisation that
something had been going on behind the seenes.
Plainly there was no reason now for disbelieving Danme
Rumour or the propagation of news which, pefhaps good
meaningly, if indisereetly, could claim affinity to
sources that were definitely "well-informed" or
_ emanating straight from the horse's mouth. " The truth
was out at last. Belligerent acﬁions between tﬁe
Irish and the British fﬁrces ceased. Guns, revolvers
and grenades were accordingly silenced and, in their
stead, a new method of approach to a political
settlement of the “Irish situation®" was imposed, or
superimposed, as anpecessary condiiion to end the
warfare in Ireland. It was a simple enough
expedient, that idea of a peace conference, which no

person in his right senses could find fault with, to

rile against or condemn.
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Officers and Men of "C" Company, Tst Battalion,

Captain

18t Lieutepant
2nd Lieutenant

Company Adjutant

Dublin Brigade, I.R.A.

on 11th July, 1921.

Prendergast, Sedn
Holmes, Denis
Kirk, Patrick
Richmond, John

Company Quartermaster : Nathan, Seédn

Intelligence Officer : Finn, Martin

2nd Lieutenant :

Section Leadere :

Police Qfficer :

Quartermaster :

Volunteeras :

Kennedy, Sedn (Interned)

Byrne, Pairick
Kelly, Mark
Maher, Williem
Tighe, John

Dowling, Thomas

Molphy, Charles (Interned)

Allen, Con

Bevan, Charles

Byrne, Jerry

Brabazon, Joseph iInternedg
Brennsn, Frank Interned
Brooks, Fred ,
Birmingham, Andrew

Bannon, William

Bowes, Peter (Interned)
Buckley, Edmund
Bould, George (Interned)

Carroll, Williem ,
Cassidy, Thomas (Interned)
Cooling, Joseph

Curry, Williem (Interned)
Cahill, John

Cregan, Christopher
Courtney, Michael

Conroy, Joseph iInterned;
Carbery, Frank Interned
Crowe, Joseph

Corcoran, Seén



Volunteers : Darcy, Patrick
Durkin, P.J.
Donnelly, James (Interned)
Doyle, John
Duignam, Patrick
Dolan, Edward
Downey, James
Daly, Patrick
Farrelly, John
Parrell, John (Interned)
Finn, John
Foley, Frank
Flynn, Patrick
FPulham, Joseph
Gregen, Eamonn
Grennell, Gerald
Gallagher, Felix (Interned)

(#lias Peadar Meehan)
Gorman, Thomas
Howlett, Michael
Hollywood, Matt:
Hanaefin, Tim
Hemafin, Con
Bughes, Patrick
Healy, Christopher
Hahtsy, Thomas
Kelly, Jeseph
Kelly, Joseph
Kavanagh, James .
Kavanagh, Seumas
Keating, Patrick
Kinsella:, James
Keane, Edward éInterned;
Kirk, Robert Interned)
Killeen, James
Ledwith, Peter
Lynch, Bernard
Leonard, Patrick
Eambe, Patrick
Menning, Henry
Macken, Patrick (Interned)
Moriarty, Jahn )
. Mulligem, Con EInternedg
Mulligan, John Interned
Molloy, Joseph
Moore, Maurice
Madden, Anthony
Myles, Chsrles
Morrisey, Seén. {(Interned)
‘Myler, Seén , _
Mulhall, Anoy
i Mongey, Leurence

Maree, John '
McBGuinness, Séama
McDonough, Joseph
McArdle, James (Interned)
McArdle, Patrick )
McArdlie, Edward imternedg
McGrane, Benis Interned
McManus, Thomas ) :
McEvoy, Patrick
McGrath, Michael
Newvin, Patrick
Nalty, John
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0! Reilly, Christopher  (Interned)
0I Shea, Patrick

o' Gonnor, Patrick

o! Connor, John - ,
o' ‘Hanlon, Charles (Interned)
o' Brien, Patrick

o' ‘Eoole, Williem

o' Keeffe, James

0'Sullivan, Denis -

Poole, John

Plunkett, James

Plunkett, Peter

Reilly, Bernard

Ryan, John -

Stringer, Patrick ,

Swan, Patrick (Interned)
Sweetman, Joseph )

Smart, Ehom&s

Sheehan, Michael

Scully, Michael

Tobin, Nicholas

Tallon, Michael ‘
Whelan, George EInterned.';
Welsh, Desmond ?(Interned
Walsh, Patrick J. i

Weafer, Frank .

Wilson, Mark &Impriaoned)
Wilson, Laurence Interned)
Yourell, Thomas

The following Volunteers had been itramsferred

previously from our Company 'to and were then serving

in the A.S5.U.:

Carrigan, James

Flood, Edward

Gannon, William

Quinn, Sedn _ :
O'Sullivan, Dermot: (was in prison).
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In the intervening aays between the promulgatiog
of the terms of the Truce and the actual day of the Cease
Fire order coming into effect, no :appreciable abatement
of activity or action was noticeable on the part of the
British forces. Likewise the I.R.A. remained on guard
and continued activity in the several capacities to
which it had hitherto been invéived. On our part, we
continued to send out and place men on ambush duty, raids,
ete., if for no other purpose than to take advantage of
every available moment and keep the war going up to the
twelfth hour. While these activities were continuing,
-one cou}d not fail to compfehend the profound importance
of the occasion which the declaration of the Truce and
the notification of the proposed Anglo-Irish Conference
had imposed on our military force, the I.R.A. In the
short space of the intervening days, it was not even
possible to conjecture, indeed it could not'be
reasonable to assess, the true state of feelings of our
force in its entirety or even to sense the reactions of
the average man of the I.R.A. to what was then regarded
as a most sensational and historical event. No means
were available to do so, and the fact that- there existed
a wondefful sense of discipline and regard to duty,
which each man voluntarily and patriotically accepted as
a condition of honourable service, precluded such being
ascegtaineﬁ.' It was always possible, however, for
those who were officers or wéll known; provided they
moved freely around within the compass of certain
circles, groups, or in their own units, to obtain a fair
insight into, or an understanding of, the thoughts, the
feelings and characteristics of the average man that
comprised ouf movement. In that way, "a thing or two"

~

had been learned and appreciated in the past.
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As regards the situgtion that had been created by the
Truce declaration, the 1eas£ that could be said was that it
found most I.R.A. men perturbed, surprised and not a little
speculative as tp cause and effect. To say that it wés
received with mixed feelings would but mildly describe the
reactions of the men of the I.R.A. to the Truce. Doubts and
suspicions there were among manye?s to the purpose and the
nature of the Truce itself and on the specific ground that it
might be merely a breathing time, of long or short durafion,
in which advantage might be taken by the British to rehabilifate
themselves and strengthen their forces in Ireland for a renewal
of the conflict. Some there were who feared that the Truce
was only a trap designed to break our discipline, to take us
off our guard and cause us to weaken our hold on things
generally. DBut, in the main,:the majority looked upon it in fhe
light of being a military order and as such deserving respect

and compliance.

. When the psychological moment for the:cessation of
hostilities arrived, we became aware, through the medium of
detailed orders from the higher commands of the I.R.A. of the
fact of our continued existence and that we were expected to
take up the trend of the work that had to some extent fallen
into abeyance during the campaign. We were again to function;
to parade and train; this time without fear of interference,
afrest or punishment. Active units of the Dublin Brigade went
intc campj men of the flying columns in the country returned
to their former commands and homesteads under orders that they
continue service in the new form as directeﬁ. A new wave, or
rather a return of the old spirit of enthusiasm beckoned us on
to reunité and strengthen our forces. Officers of units were
particularly desired to redouble their efforts with a vieﬁ to
conducting ektensive and systematic training of their men.

Our ovn (1st) Battalion opened a camp in Mulhuddart, Co.Dublin,

where men of the various units went into training. Towards the
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end of July our company had established a pefmanent camp at
Portmarnock. All classes of militéry subjects were taught.

. Certain numbers of our men spent their spare time and even

' their holidays there. Evefy weekend the company reported there
for the various duties and, during the week nights, the work of
training was carried on at the camp and the company fenue,
Tara Hall, to which we had returned in force after the signing
of the Trﬁce.- General headquarters had encouraged the idea of
training camps. Then it waé that the functions of soldiering
became understood. The 1ull in the fighting gave us a breath-
ing space for officers and men to improve their knowledge df
military technique, inculcating a finer sense of discipline and
elan of the units. Much had been learned and much gained from
the exploits and experiences of the recent warfare. Every day
and every week.of the Truce was well spent in toning up the
spirit, character and finesse in.ﬁen as b6 in the units.
Particular care was taken to bind the-partly shattered .
organism and to tighten up the‘military machine, by instituting=
g rigorous system of training, re-arranging the various groups
composing the unitsg and attending to the different administra-
tive and routine matters that were all too plentifully and
all too urgentl§ thrust on us. Specialised classes in first

| aid, signalling, machine gun, armouring and training wvere
re-arranged. Police and intélligence groups consolidated,
all units availed of the occasion to make the best use of the
time at their disposal, urged as we were by the feeling or

~premonition that "the conference" might not be successful.

In the midst of that acceleration the pace‘to perfect
oﬁr military training and secure general fitneés of our men,
the officers of companies were prevailed on to keep on the
move and not to weaken in their efforts, to maintain complete
control of their units. Classes were also conducted for officers
and N.C.0s. Weekly meetings were held for cdmpan& adjutanté

and quartermasters; likewise, company captains attended weekly
(Note: See Company Roll on Pages 540 to 543, itclusive)
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meetings of the battalion council. Thus we returned to our
former organisational system, the captains alone having had

to surrender most of their spare time in trying to meet the
demaﬁds placed on them. But if the period was one thet imposed
certain stfains on us, it found us only too eager and too glad
to do our best in the circumstances,_bur.only regard being to
give lpyal and consistent service to our men and those who

exercised authority over us in the interests of our country.

During what might be regarded as a period of quiet and

. tranquillity everything in the garden was not lovely. How ofter
has the best prepared plan of mice and ﬁan been brought to
naught, or been hampered or frustrated by some act or acts of
indiscretion on the part of those on whose shbulders rested

the responsibility for initiating and completing a perfect job?
This is by wéy of preface to an affair in which the writer and
his éompany became involved during the Truce period. It arose
over the question of our cémp at Portmarnock. ‘We had been
installed there for well‘over a nonth when orders were issued
by our battalion 0/C. Comdt. P. Holohan to "break camp and to
proceed to the battalien camp venue, Mulhuddart“.l Sadly upset
and chagrined, not so much at the issuing of this peremptory
order as that its terms implied the conclusion of our company
ventuie, we dallied in giving strict and immediate‘coﬁpliance
to the demand imposed on our companf. Acrimonious controversy
accordingly ensued. The Battalion 0/C. took umbrage at our
unaccommodating attitude. To hold out on a matter of principle
of company requirements and company independence could only be
registered as dissentients to the battalion.plan. Our actions
were rather guided in the light that as a unit we were carrying
out all orders respecting training, claiming also that we had
been first to set up trainingrcamp. Stress was also laid on
several responsibilities,lhot the least of which eﬁtailed the
renting of the site and our possibly increasing liability and
expense in transporting 6urrstores. These, however, were

considered of little conseqguence in the matter of obedience
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or non-obedienée to orders. ©Small wonder, indeed, that soon
afterwvards our Portmarnock camping expedition came to an end
and the company returned to the city. Small wonder, too,

I became suspended pending courtmartial on a chafge of

insubordination and non-compliance with orders.

It did not take long to set up a court of officers to try
the case; neither were they long in deliberating and imposing
sentence. The inevitable verdict spécified that I Dbe suspended
from duty for a month. That sentence was not a happy one for
mé for many reasons, not the least of which it put our company
wrong with the battalion, and established the first real break
in my service over a long number of years. Each of these were
hard to endure. Perhaps we had erred in permitting the matter
to reach the point where retreat was impossibles;- but we had
acted in what we conceived to be the best interesis of our
company, and because these interests suited our members. It
must be admitted that the whole affair was viewed by the members
of the company with misgiving and not a little resentment |
so much so that they refrained 4&s a company from participating

in the battalion camp.

By a strange coincidence my period of punishment terminated
a short time before the day fixed for the battalion review,
which signalised the conclusion of the battalion camp.at
Mulhuddart. We, or to be more precise, I,had in the meantime
returned to the fold, all disabilities and acrimony being passed
away. HNone perhaps was so happy as I; and the battalion command-
ant who, credit where credit is due, écted as 1f nothing had
arisen to spoil aﬁ otherwise long and pleasant association.
Thus our COmpanﬁ paraded at Phibsboro' on that fateful Sunday in
Septembér and set out on lorries to the rendezvous, Mulhuddart.
Six or seven hundred men were on parade that day. The inspection
officer was the Chief of Starr, 'Dick' Mulcahy, wh03ltaking

advantage of the occasion, addressed us. In solemn and earnest



548,

tones he exhorted us to bend ourselves to the task of being
well drilled and well prepared to resume the fight. His.
reference. to the poseibility of us going into the fight again
synchronised with the sensational news that ﬁas in circulation
at tne time of an aimost rupture in hegotiations at the Peace
Conference in London where, during the past months, efforts
were being made to 'make' an Irish settlement. Up to date,
however, the guestion of Ireland as a Bepublic or a Deminion,
had not been composed and, if rumours were {rue, there was a
rift in the proceedings. In such a circumstance our Chief of
Staflf advieed us to prepare for the worst, by becoming
specialised and perfect in the use of arms and grenades, for
we might yet have to resume the fight. The knowledge thus
imparted to us gave additicnal impetus to the reapid intensifi-
cation of our endeavours to train our men, as it brought home
to us the uncertainties of political affairs as they related

to the London Conference.

From that moment, a fresh spurt was given to perfect our
organisation and our training. Such was true of all units in
the Dublin Brigade. Training, more training; and stdll more
tralnlng became, as it were, the accepted watcnword. Never
in the history of our force was enthusiasm higher or the will
to do things exercised so freely and persistently. These and
the utilisation of suitable and better facilities for training
greatly contributed to the urge to be ready for all contingencie;
Every moment was valuable, and every moment was put to good
use. Fortunately we had a greater degree of freedom in
conducting our training, esPecially indoors since, for the
first time within nigh eight years, Ve.were afforded immunity
against enemy raids or actions directed against us. In that
way wWe could plan without fear. of being interfered with and
always with the possible assurance of carrying out the allotted

programme ﬁs arranged. Besides, we were also enabled to train
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with the appropriate majerials such as rifles, revolvers and
grenades instead of improvised makeshifts, or rough and ready

substitutes.

Crises followed crises in the political domain of the
London Conference. The Irish barometer became as variable as
the autumn weather. With the approach of éarly Deceﬁber the
mist cleared somewhat, ﬁhen, 1o and hehold! there came a day,
it was the sixth day of that fateful month, the news fell upon
us and upon the world that "a settlement had been, at last,
reached". Glaring newspaper headings, reports aﬁd posters
flashed theséensational tidings anear and afar. They told
the story of a Treaty agreemenf having been signed by the
Irish and.British:plenipétentiaries - a Treaty of Peace -

a Treaty guaranteeing Ireland's Freedom, a settlement of the
age-long guarrel between Ireiand and Englaﬁﬁ, vere rapturously
' digplayed and as rapturously applied to the document labelled
Yarticles of agreement". The publication of the Treaty terms
or Yarticles of agreement” brought to light the salient and
salutary fact that Ireland was being accorded "Dominion status
within the Empire". Soon afterwards the D4il was summoned,
and met and deliberated on the Terms and, for the first time,
in yearé those who stood for republicgn principles showed

signe.of disunity and unrest.

From that moment the seeds of disunion became rooted in
the hearts and minds of those who had hitherto stood in the
gap of danger fighting for an Ireland one and indivisible.
Disruption and dissention in the D4il rapidly spréad outside.
After days and weeks of harsh and rancorous discuSSién; the
Déil adjoufned for the Christmas recess, agreeing mutuwally
to reassemble to still further debate the gquestion in the
following month. In the meantime, thé doors of the prisons
and internment campé wefé flung open androur dear pomrades of
‘the I.R.A. and kindred republican movements returned as

freemen to a country that was beginning to be swept by a
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desperate and cruel whirlwind of political passion and
animosity. Rejoicings there were, and justly so, for thelr
homecoming. Even though the occa;ion and the ciréumstances
responsible for their liberation were such as to cause great
happiness to fall on all ﬁhose immediately concerned, there
was_hardly one among them who was not apprehensive of the dark
and darkening clouds that then hung over the Irish scene.
Under such sombre conditions their personal liberation and'the
welcomes and festivities associated therewith lost much meaning
and lacked true balance when viewed in the.light that the move
to release them was intended as a means to create a good
atmosphere for the success of the Treaty cause. Therefore,
they came amongst us in the midst of political fturmoil unlike
their parting when all within and all of the republican fold
were one in falth as they were one in fealty, and whefe ity
and a high resolve to win complete freedoﬁ_were appropriately
applied in the face of an alien dgspotism that stood as a

bulwark against. us and the cause we espoused.

Not that they returned in an unfriendly or politically
biassed manner different than when they parted. Rather the
contrary was the case. They, like us, had mixed feelings and
held divergent opinions on the Treaty issue which, to say the
least, only served to supplement the already exisﬁing
political rancour so cruelly and so wantonlyuinvadiﬁg the
regions of our military force, and causing other difficultieé
to accrue to their and our undeing. Every unit - Qﬁr oWl was
no exception to the average - became belligerent to the point
of takin% sides, and it became only a guestion how many or
how fegﬁég favour of or against'thé Treaty. Hvery unit, in
the Dublin Brigade at least, was similarly circumstanced in
regard to the major national sitvation, involving,:as it was
bound to involve, the I.R.A. no less than thé other component
parts of the republicén movemeint inﬁo a first rate debacle
with or without the inclusion of the returned and liberated

priscners.
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While the political instability caused by the signing of
the Terms of Agreement for a Treaty had brought ' discord in an
otherwise united mation, I.R.A. affairs remained somewhat
unchanged. Training cpntinued as heretofore. Our comrades
who had been recently set free returned to their respective
units. All would have been well then.if the storm arising
from the London agreement was less threatening and_not S0
foreboding; but, alas! when on the 7th January 1922, the
D4il voted by a majority of seven for a ratification of the
Treaty, the s torm burst furiously, menacingly and indiscriminate:
ly throughout the length and breadth of Ireland. Its
repercussions were particularly felt amongst thosw who through
dark and evil days had given service in the I.R.A. forces and
the Sinn Fein organisation. If it brought a measure of
freedom to Ireland, it also brought about a cleavage in these
worthwhile national organisms. Its evil effect was less
noticeable perhaps: in the I.R.A. than elsewhere, although
signs and symptoms were in evidence vhich set the minds.and
frayed the tempers of individual officers and men on theé
merits or demerits of the Treaty. There was a certain uneasy
feeling which indicated .that all was not well or could
continue to go well in the armed forces, while its political
and national arm, Sinn Fein as well as D&il Eireann, were

going through a supremely tempting and troubioﬁs crisis.

Fortunately, the high degree of discibline in the I.R.A;
prevented an immediate disruption. But the s amd could not be
said of the Simm Fein organisation, especially in Dﬁblin,
where the serpent of disunity had from an early period shown
its ugly fangs emitting venom within the %ody politic and ’
1eaﬁing its poisonous stigma in the minds and in thé hearts
of many people. I_had a proximate knowledge bf-this by reason
of my being one of the paid organisers of Sinn Fein then

operating in Dublin city. 1In that capacity I visited various
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cumainn (or clubs) of.the organisation, met and collaborated
with off;cials and members, made contact with exi;ting

Branches and sought to organise newv ones. A particularly sad
part of my work related to the endeavour to Keep existing
cumainn from splitﬁing on the Treaty issuve. Mixing among the
different groups and classes which composed the organisation one
would easily get to kmnow their minds and their-allegiances and
Jjudge accordingly who was for and who was against the Treaty. 2
At the time of which I wfite - before and for a short timé
afte; the ratification of the Treaty by D4il Eireann - it was
-a'common policy, indeed a definite rule prescfibed by the
Dublin City Executive, to keep clear of the issue and to
refrain from debating or voting on the matter at meefings of
the cumainn. It was held to be such a delicate and controver=-
sial subject which sorely_threatened the very existence and
welfare of the movement that anything resembling a showdown was
deemed inadvisable. But all that time disunity had raised its
ugly head and men and women members of cumainn professing |
pro-Treaty or anti-Treaty opinions vere giving vent to their
feelings in either regard. Hence the condition imposed on me

to exercise restraint on the grounds of national unity.

The work which I then had to. perform in that particular
sphere, though quite difficult at times, had certain pleasing
and usefui aspects; not the least of those was concerned in

the gaining of many friendships and the winning of many

 confidants and confidences. I considered myself fortunate,
nay, highly hogoured, in being so wvell circumstanced, my rank
in the military force contributing in no small degree to the
attainment of their trust and the ratio of importance which
some well-meaning people regaled me. Another pleasing feature
about the work was that it brought one in contact with a large
number of members of the I.R.A. who held various pdsitions‘in
SinA Fein cumainn and in some instances largely controlled.

some of them. My visitations to these were regulated by the
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Executive consisting of the principal officials of the various
constituencies. That work was purely organisational, to keep |
in touch with the different groups, to attend their meetings and
to summon meetings wheremone were held, or infrequently held,

to resurrect redundant cumainn and to infuse new 1life into

dying ones. In a word, an organiser was required to secure
revival and to aésert aqtiﬁity. Thus he was granted an
expansive field in which to exploit his taienté, his capabilitie
and his skill within certain limits and governed by Eértain

well-defined conditions.

It was not always easy to attain to great eminence in the
field of organising during that period of stress when those
who had formerly been true and abiding friends were fast
becoming suspicious, 1if not antagonistic, to each other, on
account of the politicgl tensien then prevailing. Other
circumstances and considérations militated against producing
satisfactory results. During the latter stages of_the guerilia
varfare and the activities of the British forces, many of the
cumainn had fallen into disuse or functioned in a small wayﬁ
or with only a few membefs. Meetings were seldom if ever held.
Some of the cumairnn had suspended work or ceased to function
altogether for other causes, principal‘of which was that many-
of their officials and members were serving with the military
érm in the fighting, while not a few weré ton the run' or
prisoners. Even during the relatively peaceful period of the
Truce many found it hard to continue membership of their Sinn
Fein Cumann, as a good part of tﬁeir time was taken up with
training in the I.R.A. Other men who were less acfive in the
I.R.A. were able to devote a'good deal of time andlattention
to cumainn affairs, Many of tﬁese difficulties were got over
during the Truce and most of the cumainn in Dﬁblin city had
got into a composed and effective state'immediately'prior to
and up to the ratification of the Treaty, only to féce another

and more awful ordeal, that of the probability of disunion.
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Here was I labouring in two sphéres,,each of‘ﬁhem calling
for tact Qaution and in many cases much diplomacy. These were
difficult at a time when everyone in both the I.R.A. and Sinn
Fein were considered to be for or against the Treaty.
Particularly so was it in my case, as I was personally against
the Treaty terms, although I accepted and exercised the role of
peacemaker in-the interest of unity in our own company and in
Sinn Fein. 1 looked upon the Treaty with disfavogr for the
reason that it was less like the independent Irish‘Republic
we had declared our allegiance to and more like the Dominion
Home Hule which we had for years disfavdured, because of the
Oath of Allegiance to the British Crownj; the office of Governor
&eneral, and that Ireland was to have two parliaments instead
of one, as well as the clause vwhich gave England the right to
make use of the harbours and ports of Ireland in times of war,
etc. I was not alone in this, as practically all the princibal
officers and the majority of N.C.0s. and men of our lst Béttn.,
as well as all the officers and N.C.0s. and most of our company

were of the same mind.

The bitter and frenzied debates in An D4il had upset and
disturbed the minds and weakened the loyalties of many men in
the I.R.A. and in Sinn Fein and kindred bodies like the Cumann
na mBan, the Citizen Army and the I.R.B. We found ourselves
wondering whether the attainment of the Treaty, which conferred
on Ireland the status of a Dominion within the British
Commonwealth of Nations was going to disunite our militant
forces, the I.R.A., or whether, alternatively, by some
contrivance or other, the I.R.A. could maintain its unity and
its entity within the ambit of the Treaty. ©Some there were who.
considered that we could "work the Treaty! and at the same time -
keep the I.R.A. intact and, by so doing, prevent a complete
disunity of the country. How seriously and how energetically
‘we laboured these points in the beiief that the unity and
integrity of the army would be secured no matter how the people

acted on the Treaty issuel But, alas, the political situation
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oﬁtpaced us, if it did not, as- it were, engulf and ensnare
us. Perhaps we received support or encouragement for our
ideas from the assertions made by some of the politicians

who supported the Treaty that it could be made a ''stepping
stone to tﬂe Republic". The high-minded wordy duel in the
baii, however,lsuccéeded in achieving two things -~ 4% won the
Treaty and lost the unity of the country and the people of
Ireland, Sinn Fein and the I.R.B. Of its effects on the

I.R.A. and I.R.B. more anon.

As regards Sinn Fein, it could be said that the Treaty
position brought it, as a powerful political and national
organisation, through'gradual stages of inactivity to--
absolute stagnation. That was so in the case of Dublin city.
There the membership of the cumainn rapidly decreased and
those whb remained members became less enthusiastic, less
vigorous and less attentive than heretofore. It was difficult
to break down the barriers that contributed to its undoing;
suspicion, distrust and even hatred had crept early and
unmistakeably into the councils and among the personnel
attached to the differenf cumainn. Anyone with any sound

-sense of reascon and judgment could perceive that the organisa-~
tion and its members were going throﬁgh a period"of travail,
and a process of disintegration for which there could be no
redress unless the Treaty, which was the main cause, was
eliminated. Plainly, we were witnessing the death and
destruction of one of the most potent politicai and national

movements in the annals of Irish history.

Was it not a poignant and &’ saddening thing to contemplate
the passing of such a grand and patriotic organism‘into oblivie
Here was a movement - nay, more than a movement, a veritable
institution ~ being condemned to extinction and death at the
hands of their friends and so-called protagonists and

"devotees, Sinn'Fein, that had withstood the test of time and

of trial, of vituperation and of persecutioh, that had stood
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" four square against alien laws, tyrranical governments and
-'milifary governors; that had braﬁed the bullet, the bludgeon
and the prison cell, by means of the ballot and the exercise

. of free speech in its fight for Irish self-determination

and the ﬁill of the Irish people to be free; was to die an
ignominious death. Sinn Fein és an orggnisatiqn that had
réllied Irishmen and women everywhere and won their support,
their esteem and loyalty of the best in Ireland, won them
mostly on the principal and sole reason that it stood by the
Proclamation of 1916 and the establishment of the Irish
Repubiic. For this reason was it pledged and gained strangth
during the previous six years; in this faith it lived and had
its being beside and in harmony with the militant force,

the I.R.A.

Was it possible that a movement like Sinn Fein should now
so easily crumbie to pieces and put "finis" to its own work
- When the ideals which it so proudly enuaciated and so nobly
affirmed had fallen into disuse because the Treatﬁ was a
"compromise" and a stepping stone to the Republic? What other
fate could befall it when those who were its most enduring
friends and trusted leaders lent themselves to perpetuate |
disunity because the Treaty was "the best that could be got
under the circumstances?" Was it not a humiliating cbndition
to impose on an organisation and a class of brave.men and
women vwho were left with no other choice but to break away
from the heroic traditions of the six glorious years of
endeaﬁour and sacrifice and.that the Tredy settlement was
considered to be a fair price to pay for the disunity of
Irish men and women. Was there any way of averting the
tragedy that was being eénacted under our very eyes, the
) tfagedy of men and women who were firm and'loyai friends in
a great enncbling cause being rent asunder and thrown ét each
other's fhroat? Was there any reason or logic for such a

course.
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In the face of the undercurrent that was furiously

sWeeping fhe Sinn Fein movement and its allied forces to
perdition, there were many people, friends of each of them who
were making gigantic. efforts to Drevent a total split. ILven
that was not an easy task, since the D4il had split on the
issue of the Treaty and, in consequence, had, by a vote,
elected a new D4il, thus displacing the leader of the Republican
Ddil, President de.Valera, for a President who had pledged
himself to implement the Treaty. That lead was bound to have
serious repercussions in the pélitical and military movements.
It seemed only a matter of time when the Sinn Fein organlsatloa
would follow the same course. Hothing short of a miracle could
prevent it from collapsing. As far as nmy knowledge and .
experience was concerned, Sinn Fein in Dublin was far on the
way to disunity at the time of the ratification of the Treaty
An Janvary 1922. It would not be safe to make a bold assertion
that at that time it would have been imposeible te compose the
differences that had arisen. There were, as we too ﬁell were
made aware, many people in our midst who had goodwill and were
well disposed to the movement and were seeking to hold it
together. fheir point of view was that it would be tragic for
the eountry 1 disunity was effected in the national movement.
But such unity was dependent on the issue of the Treaty or the
issue of the Republic, since the movement up to’and including
the period of the Treaty ratification was linked to the ides
of thé "living Irish Republic! and, in consequence; had not

found cause to make changes in that regard.

How could wnity and amity be maintained under such adverse
national circumstances when men and momen, devotees of a popular
and patriotic movement were fighting out the issue within the
clubs? How coeld tnity be maintained when their leaders, who
were their, and the country's accredited and trusted leaders,
were at loggerheads on the vext political issue? Vas it not aakid
asklng too much that the rank and file should contlnue in unity

when thelr chosen leaders were throwijg dlscretlon to the winds
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and, by unseeming bad taste and vicious 1nvect1ve, were lending
themselves to the promotion of a deadly, a vicious and a
cankerous growth in the body.politic. How woulq or how could
the raﬁk and file respond to such a situation when those whom
they loved and trusted showed such small regard for their
feelings or their patriotism as to expose the natlonal movement
to disruption, and in turn, disturb the ideals Whlch up to that

' time were considered to be sacrosanct, sacred and securely
fixed. Was it not expecting too much of human kind to expect
forbearance, tolerance aﬁd the exercise of.charit& in a crisis
'wherein was enshrined the fate of not alone the country, but
also the destiny of their own beloved movement to which they
had given such loyal service in both spheres. These, and
perhaps a legion of other questions were asked by many people
who regarded Sinn Fein as being of supreme national importance

in the national éntity knowvn as Irish Ireland.

It was unfortunate, as it was manifestly nauseating, that
ne other appropriate answer could be given to the many
questiong that arose as a result of the political tension and
uneasineés imposed by the Treéty vosition except to produce
chgos within the national forces. Every moment that elapsed
only served still further to bring ruin and disintegration
among tihiose whose lot was-cast within the Sinn Fein fold.

Une had need to be closely and intimately associated with the
men and women adherents of that organisation to obtain a clear
picture of what was going on behind the scenes, and of the
havoc that was being wrought within the confines of the
different cumainn. In that respect, I was not uncommonly
circumstanced in being "in the know" of things and of gauging
the reactions, opinions and feelings of quite 3 large number
of people{ How many times had I had reason to Treport
unfavourably on the conditions of the cumainn within the Dublin
1area? Not infrequently had I stressed the pointlthat disunity
existed and was stultifying activity and progress. Particularly

vas that so after the Ddil had decided to ratify the Treaty.
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Then the various cumainn showed evident signs of approaching
disruption not by one gesture or action but rather for want of
either. No such thing'as a complete cleavage occurred for the
simple reason that none was encoufaged and none was sought
because certain efforts were being exerted to avert such a
course as would cause absolute disunity among them. It looked
at times, however, as if nothiné short of a miracle could keep
them together., The issue of the Treéty was hot at the time
as clear;cﬁt in the Sinn Fein cumainn as it had been in the
higher councils of the organisations and in.the ﬁéil. Besides

no vote was taken on the question for fear of creating a split.

It would be hard to say at that juncture whether the
majority of the members of the Dublin cumainn favoured the
Treaty or were against it, for the reasons above‘specified.
The nearest anyone could go in estimating an approximate
figure would be to say that opinions were fairly evenly
divided in the various cumainn in the comhairle ceanntair and
in the combined constituencies council that governed the Dublin
city area. Some of the cumainn, however; were predominantly
pro~Treaty, others.anti-Treaty, while not a few were more
concerned in not showing their true feelings on the issue,
they being more concerned in keeping the movement intact,
rather than precipitating a crisis. Of the.latter.class I
would make bold.to say that most of them would have made no end
of sacrifices towards that end, Credit where credit is due, it
must be‘aséerted that even those who professed thémselves
Treatyites and anti-Treatyites could not be regarded as averse
to the true interests of Sinn Fein, or were not prepared to
do a lot to prevent a crisis that threatened to engulf it,‘
Whemn, at that stage, decisive action on that guestion would
have achieved no good purpose, and when, as was then the case,
efforts were being made to effect a compromise that would.keep
united all those who subscribed to Sinn Fein policyénd

principles.
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Oh, the wickedness and the machinations of man! The time
came when ‘the cleavage occurred and men and women took sides

on the issue, despite and notwithstanding the immense endeavours

of some well-disposed people to patch up the rented fabric that

ohce had withstood the tempests of the previous troublous years.

Then a curse came on us when our leaders becaﬁe disunited,
divi@ing on the Treaty issue and, in consequence, forming |
separate camps. Then we became aware of a house dividéd against
itself. For the firét time in nigh'six years our united front
was broken, not by dungeon, fire or sword, but by the process.

of a Treaty phat was regarded, and vauntingly extolled, as being

the harbinger of peace and freedom for Ireland! Paradoxically

in the exercise of securing such a2 measure of freedom, no other
choice was possible except to break the common bonds that
preserved unity among our leaders, unite@ us to them and they

to us. Thus a real stumbling block to the continued maintenance

of unity in Sinn Fein was erected.

One of the reasons that militatéd against reconciliation
among adherents of the Sinn Fein organisation was not so much
leadership as an excesé of leadership. That fact that it and
the kindred bodies, such as the I.R.A. and, even to an extent,
the I.ﬁ.B. were controlled and governed by the same individual
leaders went very far in producing unsatisfactory results; the fse
fact that the same Tom, Dick and Harry (these terms are used
advisedly) were members of the executives of each, and in many c
cases ministers and members of D4il Bireann as well were:factors
that aggravated the tension that preﬁailed therein and among
those who were members of “such., In many instances policy was
subordinated to the questiOn of personality, when the only thing

that mattered was the popularity and influence of the leaders,

‘or some of them, and the use these could be put to in order to

seécure support to their side. Only too well were these availed
of and demonstrated. Perhaps it was human that people should

regard their leaders with awesome reverence and render to them

filial devotion because of their truly grand and patriotic past.
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Hence the fight ranged around the names, the fames and glories
of individuéi leaders according to the whims, the fancies and

thé follfes of their respective protagonists.

" But the achievements, adventures and greatness of any bne
leader or set of leaders were stressed té the full. These might,
in ordinary circumstances, have been of some value in holding
the people tégether to keep them united and to spur them on to
greater endeavours. ©Such had been the case up to the Treaty
position.. Since then, hovwever, leadership had fallen into
disrepute, if it had not fallen into disuse, where 1t was not
already over-siressed or over-empnasised because of the trend
to disunity which seemed to overtake some of our leaders at that
particularly sad time. Under these awful-circumstances, the
plain people of the Sinn Fein organisation broké the bonds that
had previously served to unite them to their leaders;*they, too,
following their leaders' actions, became Treatyites or anti-

Treatyites.

While these things were happening, the Sinn Fein cause and
movement in Dublin declined. Insuperable difficulties arose,
due mainly to the Treaty issue, which tended to kill initiative
and activity and to bring the different cumginﬁ to stagnation
point. OSome of these ceased to function, while others that could
be regarded as existing were only barely able to funetion, or to

hold themselves together, in some haphazard fashion. My wvork, .

as indeed my position, as organiser, in consequence, showed

evident signs of deterioration in the face of a similar fate

that was speedily pulling down our national structure and

changing everything, brought us to the verge of utter and

hopeless disruption. Ih many instances, meetings were held
infrequently if at all. ?@géogéw "live" cumainn that existed
were neither lively nor beneficial except in the sense, and for
thé purpose of providing opportunities and écope for ventilating
opinions on fhe Treaty issue, Much of my work was dirécted in

trying to keep them from so acting, as a matter of common policy
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and because cumainn were precluded from taking decisions on

the question of the Treaty. So utterly impossible had things
become, however, that no great need existed ﬁof keeping in |
office an organiser =~ to wit, myself = at a time when organising
was at a vefy low ebb and was so hopelessly‘dependent on the
existence of a virile gnd progressive movement, which Sinn Fein
could, unhappily, not be regarded as being at the time in
question. As my salary was praid from a common pool, in which
each cumainn subscribed a quota, and as many cumainn had
fallen on hard times, my departure was assured. Hence, I had
perforce fto break what was not a wholly unpleasant or
unpleasing assoclation among thoée whom I had ever regarded as
dear friends and faithful collaborators in a good cause. In
pafting thus I could not fail to he aware that our Siﬁn Fein
movement in Dublin was going through a period of sad and

unrelenting distress of which disunity formed &héﬁmégor part,

Perhaps my enforced disassociation from Sinn Fein affairs
in the sphere in which I operated was not altogether of a very
disturbing nature when it is considered that most of my duties
wére concerned with keeping the peaee so that the various
Fontestants would not fight the issue out, within the cumainn.
Mine was no easy task, and the fact that I held decidedly
strong anti-~Treaty views ﬁhich I was precluded from eiring
because the conditions of my office. prescribed that I act
with circumvention and restraint and reguired thaf I should
not take sides, gavé me an experience that was hboth salutgry
as it was peculiar. But then I was no worse placed thanjgie
position I already exercised in the military force, where I
also had to hold myself in check in the interests of unity
which, as in the case of Sinn Fein, was being so0 ingloriously
undersined by thg political fury'and passions then raging over

the Treaty question.

In my association with Sinn Fein in nglih I had bheen

brought into close contact with many ardent lights in the
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various comhairle ceanntair or cumainn, notabilities like
Larry Raul of the South City Cumainn, Harry O'Hanfahan, Dick
Davys,'Christy Healy of the Inns Quay Cumainn, Mick O'Brien,
Secretary of the North Dock Cumainn, Peadar Doyie of the
Kilmainham Cumainn,_Dwen Porter, Secretary of the Wood Quay
Cumainn, Dbminick Owens of the Rotunda Cumainn, Tom Hoban and
Seamus Doyle of the Nprth City Cumainn, Nicholas Lennon of

the Arran Quay Cumainn and Mrs. McKean were but a-small number
of the hosts that comprised the movement then. ther
personalities vere the various deputies of D4il Hireann for
the Dublin constitueﬁcies, Liam Cosgrave, Phil Sﬁanahan, Liam

Staines, Sean T. O'Kelly.

-

Due to the conditions prevailing at the time my work as
organiser could not be considered as secure and 100% ﬁeneficial
by reason of the curbing influences and checks which had been
brought to bear in connection with my organising work. Not
less dissimilar were these applied in the‘IZR.A. wnere regard
Tor the interest and wellbeing of the military forces was
considered té'be above the issue of the Treaty, arnd where-
through thé medium of.supefb discipline and a high sense of
patriotism officers and men were enjoined to exercise' the
greatest caution in preserving unity within its rénks. On the
officers particularly devolved, as a question of duty, the
task of trying to keep their men and their units free from the

political bickerings and unrest then so apparént outside.

The altogether tragic, poipnant and disturbing levils of

disunion, resulting from the Treaty position, having affected

the political organisation, Sinn Fein, was bound to become

-manifest in the militant arm, the I.R.A. The big question that

arose was: vhether we as professing soldiers could weather
the political storm better than the pronounced political

adherents? Unquestionahly, from the moment the Treaty was
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signed, and especially since the date of its ratification,

the I.R.A. became somevhat involved in the trend of national
affairs of which it shared partisanship and was, partly or
wholly, interested. Obviously no better proof existed than
the fact that some of its leading officers were signatories
to, and voted in favour of, the Articles of Agreement. Other
officers as members of An Ddil had also voted for the Treaty.
On the opposiné side wer¢ ranged 1eading.officers who, in
similar capacifies; voted égainst the Treaty. In that way,
and by that means, we were involved in the political conflict

that was being unleashed or raging in our midst.

That conflict of opinions and diversified actions of some
of the leading lights of the I.R.4A. were contributory factors
in sowing the seeds of disunity andldisruption among us.:

There seemed no way of escape from the 1mpend1ng doom into
which bur treasured movement was being so cruelly and so
swiftly plunged. Here was a force, an invincible, virile and
sensitive force, that had borne the full blast and the weight
of the war for independence; that had boldly faced every
situation and stood up to every test and trial against superior
odds, in many cases overwelming odds; that had relied on'ifs
o¥n strength, initiative and courage of which it possessed much;
that had not been broken or beaten in the warfare or by the
process of jailings or internment camps; now about to fall a
victim to the more deadly and devastating form of conquest,
disunity! As many of our G.H.Q. staff were memﬁers of the
Government apd of the D4il and, of course, on tﬁé high council
of Sinn-Fein and I.R.B. it was hardly possible éhaf the I.R.A.
would entirely steer clear of the dangers that vere 1nherent

in the receding polltlcal situation - or to escape from the even

more deadly and devastating evil - that of a split within the

I .R 'A'.

True there was a strong feeling among a fairly substantial

number of men of the I.R.A. that, however much other groups and
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organisations,. or even the D4il itmelf, should disagree on

the question of the Treaty, the I.R.A. as a militamt force
should not split, but rather remain intact in_the interests

of the nation. Many amongst us argued the question from a
‘purely military and national angle. There were even some who
were solely concerned to keep the I.R.A. free from the political
rancour and unrest which was then only too manifest outéide our
force. A split among the I.R.A. was then generally regarded as
the greatest evil in an wncertain and difficult period. That
seemed to be the only sound logic, at a time when bitfer
acrimonious wrangling was being indulged in'by politicians'in
the D4il on public platforms, in the council chambers, and

last and by no means least, the pgblic press. The greatest
harm accrued frém the speeches of-political'groupé and the pro=-
paéanda indulged in‘ﬁy the press, the latter particularly being
predominantl&'pro-Treaty, had by then thrown its full weight
into the fray.against those who professed reﬁublican or

anti-Treaty views.

Concerning the actions of the Irish pub}ic press during
the period under review, the salient fact emerged that if
an&thing, they persiétently pursued a policy of striét
partiality and partisanship in support of the Treaty, savouring
of a too spacious and an over solicitous regard for the things
that were nearest and deareét to their own agelong political
hearts. They got to idolising some of our éoldiers and our
political leaders, eulogised them for their manly and heroic
deeds and generally accorded them veneration and the highest
form of hero-worship. Did it not sound highly exalting to have
such men written off as national herces and brave warriors
and to have them regaled as the men who won the war? Did it
not'appear that, after all, the "pen was mightier than the
sword?2" Could we of the I.R.A., or some of us, be blamed for
examining our consciences on that rather strange and surprising-
ly suddenlconversion for which the Treaty was directly

. Tesponsible?  But was it conversion or merely self-interest
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that caused suhh a press to lionise their would-idols and to
lavish on them bouguets and paeaps_of praise for their great
deeds of valéur during- the fight of the preceding few years?
Miracle of- miracles, the press took up the cudgels of the
fight at the point where the fighting men left off, and fought
it over again by a sﬁate of special articles and selected-
writings in praise or some, not all, of those who had rendered
service in that manner, all of which helped to widen still

further the gap that already existed in the I.R.A.

Perhaps our memories were 2t faulf or playing us falée
in the situation then. Perhaps wé had forgotten the part the
Irish public press had played during the period when our men
were fighting for their lives and in defence of an ideél
without and despite the hélp of the journalistic seribes who
'seldom if ever raised their voices or used their pens in our
defence or in defence of our cause. Pefhaps:we had forgotten
that on occasions our movement had had to take hostile action
against some of them because of some indiscreet or insulting
reference to our men and our cause, -when such action on the
orders of the I.R.A. authorities consisted in raiding newspaper
offices and printihg vorks and by smashing certain portions of
the machinery therein left no doubt in the minds of certain
hewspaper managers that the fighting men would not be trifled
with. Such courses of éction were seldom carried out by the
I.R.A. verily our memories were short gnd our intellects dull
were we {0 be forgetful that the same newspapers supported
every cause but that to which we gave allegiance supporting in
turn the British sponsored conventioni Recruitment for the
British forces during the ;91#—}8 Vorld Var, as well as the
British side in that war; condemned the insurrection, the
leaders who promoted it and were executed for it and wrote of
the rank and file as "poor deluded dupes'; a press that was
purposely anglophile, and mainly concerned with the "predominant

partner" and favoured the connection with England as being the
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the only thing that mattered and was gorthwhile for Ireland.
In throwing their full support on the sidé of the Treaty
the public press, especially in Dublin, aided disﬁnity in
the ranks of those who had kept alive the spirit of
‘nationality throughout the previous six years and went
very far in setting_Irishmen against each other. Were the
matter of Irish unity and of I.R.A. unity in particular,
or even for that matter the deciding of the Treaty issue
alone, left to the national cembination of men and women
ﬁhat comprised the national movement, the chances for
composing the.differences might not have been so difficult.
Heretofore we of the nationaii movement had paid scant
attention to, and had accustomed ourselves to disbelieving
the average Irish papers. We geherally gave them a wide
berth, or where for wapt of alternative organs for news
tolerated them, as being the best of & bad lot. We
considered ourselves to be strong enough in our own
convictioﬁs in our opinions and our aspirations as to femain
immune from their denationalisipng infiuence. How ﬁfoudly
we boasted that not all the press of England or Irelaﬁd -
could win us to their viewpoints, or cajole or-mislead 1S .
Wle looked to our own consciences, our own hearts énd,hands
in matters appertaining to national affairs and the éause
of freedom for Ireland. Ve had learned our lesson from the
past, and we prided ourselves as being so fixed in our
purpose and our principles that not even the press could
turn us from our straight course or affect our ideals in
any degree. We had given our allegiance to Ireland, to our
movemenf and our people, and however the tide would ebb or
flow, press or no press, we would continue to carrylon | .
*without the help of a press not one of which (in Dublin at
least) in those past years had favoured Trepublicanism, or

the cause -or fight for the Irish Repubiic.
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fhe Iri'sh movement of the past féw yvears had had_tO'rely
on.a few weekly, bi-monthly and monthly journals, papers and |
periodicals for national news. Some of these vere published
under e#ceptional'difficulties and had had bad times, through
the exercise of a éevere and strict censorship, seizures
and stéppages. Many other obstacles were placéd in their
paths by the Bfifish administration in order to reduce to a
minimum the power and influence of a truly national and
republiican presg. It had become a kind of séttled policy fer
them to institute repeated raids on offices of these papers,
arresting and imprisoning editors and staffs on divers charges,
but not uncommonly because they printed and published matters
of a seditiéus nature. But.such manifold difficulties and
disabilities were accepted by those who supported the national .
cause, as part of the price that had to be paid in the interest
of the nation. Meanwhile, we had grown accustomed to be
unrepreseﬁted, ignored or misrepresented by the ordinary so-
called ' public press which gave true emphasis to our weékness
and our gréat loss in not having a press of our own. Mention
must, hovever, be made of some of the ofgans of national and
republicanlopinion which circulated from time to time during
the past number of years, such as "Nationality", "Sinn Fein',
"United Iriéhman", "few Ireland" etc. Some of these had been
suppressed. Some, even after suppression, appeared under
different titles. There was one oﬁher paper,y however, which
survived the tempest; that was "An tOglach", ghe official
organ of the I.R.A. Secretly printed, it circulated secretly
among I.R:A; men. Its editor was an I.R.A. officer, and it
was printed by I.R.A. men. Perhaps none of oﬁr republican
papers had such an exciting history to record as "iAn t0Oglach".
It was in exietence in 1922, having served the cause of the
I.R.A._and the national and republican ideal over a number of
years in which it gaVe faithful and loyal serviceé, sustaining
us at all times, but particularly during the mosf trying

periods of the fight from 1919 onward. As a small broadshee:



569.

it was mainly devoted to military matters, furnishing hints

on training, tactics and strategy and suchlike, as well as
articles describing the exploits and achievemént; of the
I.R.A. Its leading articles weré_words of wisdom for us,
whether these were of a political, national or military tinge,
relating'to the Irish-and the I.R.A. caﬁse. Undoubtedly .

"An tOglach" was most eagerly sought paper among IL.R.A. men
who unhe;itatingly subscribed their twopence to procure a
copy fortnightly oker a number of years, but weekly wifhin the

previous eighteen months or so of its circulation.

One very important feature concerﬁing the printing and
circulation of hAn tOglach" was the interest the British
authorities took in trying to locate its printing press and to
destroy it lock, stock and barrel. Try as they would they
were unable to do either although no easy task was éet‘for the
promoters and printing staff to keep it in cireculation during
such troublous times, as the period of the guerilla warfare.
Yet, its influence never waned,'but grew stronger as the fight
got hotter and many an I.R.A. man undertook many s acrifices

“even imprisonment or the risk of imprisonment on its behalf,
and because it was esteemed as “our:paper" and bore the imprint
.of & truly national and republican mouthpiecé,- That was its
profeésion, its aim and its purpose, which it had fulfilled

to the-letter and in the spirit of our fight for Irish
independence. It couldrnof eésily depart from that course
without doing irreparable damage to itsmelf, as the mouthpiece

of the I.R.A. and in defence of the Irish Republic.

- While on the topic of "aAn tOglach" and its views and
nevs on the national issue it might not be irrelevant to refer
to a complaigt that was made by oné of my associates. It was
during the Truce period and a short time before the Treaty,
When negotiations were in full blast betwveen the irish and |
British plenipotentiaries. The "complaint was that the words

"Trish Republié” or "the Republic!" were not being used or
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had not been in use in any of the lezding articles for some
time previously. The alleﬁed omission caused him some heart-
burnings. He produced one copy particularly, the one that he
took especial notice of, and examining it, we found that no
mention was made of the magic words, although terms like
"independencé", and "freedom" were used. So keenly suspicious
was he that he allowed himself to think that there was some
subtle meaning din the Whole.subject, even to the point of
suggesting that something short of a repmiblic was in the offing.
Further to that, and to-éive additional emphasis to his
suspicions, he expressed the opinions that the politicians -
those of the Sinn Fein type who were not '"whole-hoggers" for
the republican ideal - would let us down. He had, it appeared,
formed thoseIOpinioné on the previous Christmas when, as a
prisoner in Mountjoy Jall, he and others incarcerated there,

. had become aware that secret negotlatlons were going on,with
some of our leaders. He based his misgivings on éonversétions
he had with some of the political personages imprisoned there,
and, as he declared "I have been suspicious ever since". His
reasoning, even if-true in its entirety, could hardly be
subscribed to by many of us who considered that complete unity

reigned supreme in our national movement.

CHAPTER 24 ..

Reverting to the I.R.A. and -I.R.A, affairs aftér the
retification of the Treaty by An -P4il, verf apecial stress must
be laid on the formation of the Provisional Government, which
had come into being for tbe pburpose of "implementing" the
Treaty. Positions helgd formerly by the D4il Cabinet as the
government of the Irish Republic fell into the hands of those

avhose plan it was-to work the Treaty. - Thus, the President of
the Irish Republic and of An Déll, Eamon de Valera, was
dlspossessed. Similar action was taken against other Ministers

who held views repugnant to the Treaty and in favour of the
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Irish Republic. A4s a result, the Ddil Cabinet became the
Provisional Government, and An D4il an instrument for
upholding the Treaty position. In, ordinary circumstanpes
political changes of such a character would_not in themselves
have been abnormal where the ordinary processes of
constitutional law were available to or availed'of tb impose
governmental authority. Dut no such normal'position existed
then in & country like Ireland, which up to that time was
govefned by a predominahtly one-party legislature when
ministers and deputies held only one exclusive political view
and took thgir stend on the fundamental right of complete
freedom. These had been elected from énexclusive political
and national'movenent and received backing by a voluntary and
volunteer army that was oath~bound to defend. -and upheld the
existing Irish Republic and the Government of D4il Yireann

which at the time was the Covernment of the Irish Républic.

IT chaos reighed in the political and nétional orgaﬁisa-
tion, Sinn Fein, no less chaotic conditions prevailed in the
I.R.A, consequent on the outvoting of the former Government
and D4il which the newly proposed Provisional Government
superimposed dn the interest of the new order. The climax
was reached when not alone Sinn Fein but the I.R.A. showed
symptoms of splitting on the Treaty issue, thus accelerating
the division in An D&il which, as the days passed, found echo
if not imitation among é people who hitherto had reméined firm,
solid and undaunted on a common platform and in pursuit of a
common ideal. The stage was soon set for the grim tussle
between the various opposing political leaders and as an
inevitable consequence within the various groups that comprised

the national movement - the politicians Occupying the arena,

while their followers in support of either sgide in the fray

cheered those whom they favoured and cursed those whom they

disliked, in the interest of or against thé‘interest of the

Treaty. To make matters worse, the I.R.A., that had ever
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stood in the battle gap as fhe protector, thé,guide and the
rallying centre in every other contingency succumbed under
the common deadly virus of political'discontent tﬁat fast
invaded its otherwise weil—protectedlapmour and thus was

bringing it to its own sad and merciless doom..

Time, and possibly circﬁmsfances, howvever, were to play
a part in deciding the inevitable fate of the I.R.A. Befofe
that was consummated the I.R.A. position deteriorated, and

drift, rather than progress, fashioned its policy or
became its only policy in a period of disillusionment snd of
uhcertainty. Could it be otherwise when two, not one

governmental authorities sought to exercise authority in

" national, political and military affairs, and a divided

parliament addressed itéelf to a divided peéple, a divided
country and a divided army? But out of the chaos created by
such a sad and saddening situation a éroup.bf T.D,s. ahd of
I.R.A. leaders came into being fof the purpose of tTying to
preserve the unity of the I;B.A; and to prevent é split among
I.R.A, men Such a move had Dail consent and support, it being
generally contended that the national interest demanded that

the ILR.A. as a military force should not be split on the

- Treaty issue, and because such would be a national calamity,

and fraught with grave dange:s to the pational cause.

We had not then, fortunately, reached théistage of going
for each other's throats, Instead, we in the I.R.A. were
labouring on and trying to maintain, as our orders enjoined
us to maintain, unity, if at all.possiblé under éuch conditions
as prevailed thén. The thoughts uppermost in the minds of
most officers and men, their feelings and desires, lay in
wishing ng speed in the endeavours to avoid a cleavage or a
parting of the ways that would biing theif honoured force to
a sad end. Events, however, were taking very peculiar tﬁrns.

Evea%s;—hewever,—were-takiﬁg—ve?y
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One time there would appear to be a reasonable chance of
agreement. Another time the opposite would be‘reported and
then we drllted back to vhere we were and what we were - a
lelded and dividing force. Nevevtheless, the T.R.A.-still
continued training, drilling and paradlng. Diseipline was in
no way impaired; orders were carried out as neretofore even
though a difference existed among them on the vexed questlon
of the Treaty. Besides, other things were rece¢v1ng attentlon
by the I.R.A. during the time. One of these was the plans for
taking over military barracks and esfablishment; ﬁhich, towards
the end of Janhuary, were being vacated by the British forces.
Wew groups were formed from the ranks of the I.R.A. to "take
over' these institutions. In Dublin a Guards Battalion had
been formed from the survivors of‘the,A.S.U. These generally
were engaged on that duty, supplemented with others from
various units of the Dublin Brigade. The formation of parties
to garrison such vacéted-barracks etc. created problems'for
many an officer who was called upon from time to time to
supply various categories of men for tho purpose, and parting
with men from their own to. another jurisdiction,.and pernhaps .
geparate force under different appointed officero. To all
1ntents and purposes the I.R.A, Punctloned inside and outside
the barrz acks. But it took a lot of persua51on to convince
some officers and men that everything from the I.R.A. point

of view was going well and according to plan.. Not infrequently
one heard remarks that a new arﬁy was being created. Time

alone could answer that question.

To all intents and purposes the parent body, the I.R.A.,
remained outwardly intact. Inwardly, it eﬁcouraged'and ordered
men to be initiated into the new formation. These men
automaticallyfbecame a full-time fully equippeo,‘uniformed
and paid force. All was well, as we worked under the one

direction - the I.K.A. authorities - who held jurisdictidn
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over all men whether they were voluntarily serving outside,

or paid for serving inside the barracks; The same applied to
the cases of officers appointed to command the said groups,
serving as full-time in the vacated barracks etec. -Thaﬁ some
such arrangement had to be made for the purpose df facilitating
the speady departure of the British forces was acgepted by all
ranks in the I.R.A. as not only necessary but highly imperativa,
and the Fact that the active service unit was availed ol as a
medium to provide tihe machinery for such a procedure could only
be regarded as conferring a high honcur which, as a force, it
richly deserved. Not uncommonly, then, in the initisl stages
of that work, the average I.R.A. office#and the rank and file
varmly applauﬁed'the men who took over from the British the
places that haﬁ been in former use égainst native rights and

national liberty.

.Iﬁ ordinary circumstances arrangements like these would
not have oqéasioned any trouble or be thought to be fruitful
of dangers; that is, providing that everything was as it should
be, the proviso being that by doing so we were adding laurqls
to, or seruring advantage to our force and our ecause. 3ut
in this particular instance there seemed to‘be a vast difference
between the plans to initiate the scheme and its actual
operation. Not at first, perhaps, but as things developed
was its veakness unfolded. Let us digress fcf a moment on the
procedure of recruiting the new formation that was charged with

the task of garrisoning.the evacuated British establishments.

~In the beglnnlng the Guards Battalion took over from the

British. During the Truce that force - the 4.S5.U. of less than
100 men - had been in training and it was said that every man
Jack of the force was a potenblal officer. As the scope of
work associated with taklng over garrisoning the dlffefent

places eXuendea, that force had to be augmented from company

units. Thus, transferences occurred on, of course, a voluntary



basis the names of men so desiring to transfer having to be
endorsed by their respective company, battalion.and~brigade
officers. An&ther media was the preparation of a "poster" in
which case a 1list of prospectiﬁe transferees were prepared in
advance. Beside men being required for garrigsoning duties,
other catepories were sought and obtained, such as motor-
drivers and motor mechanics, machine gunners, fitters,
tradesmen of various denominations, etc. The requests for
these also came through ordinary recognised channels from
G.H.Q. to the company via brigade and ﬁattali@n. That

procedure was a normal one, backed by years of experience.

Everything being equaliand properiy apportioned,, the
scheme seemed to be a workable and useful one. But; as it
extended, some strange facts emerged. Then it became evident
that the men so transferred were helping to build up a new and
a powerrul edilice, on the foundation 'and from the matefials
of the old, the former structure. In many instances that
transférence of men in increasing numbers had a weakeniﬁé
and stultifying effect on companges, so much so, that company

officers became alarmed and expressed anxiety lest the

existing framewvork would suffer damage as a result of their

dwindling membership.  To add to the alarm, was the feeling
that a new army was being formed, within the old one, and that
to the advantage of the former and at the expense of the latter.
fven comment -was raised that men were to consider themselves
under a new command, if credence was to be given to the
allegations that were being made by some of the transferees

on that point; at first they had beén transferred as a kind of
"loan" whereby the men involved would still consider themselves
linked to theif former units, assoeiations and £riendships.

One particular stipulation, however, remained and that was

that should circumstances demand such a course, the men by order

of officers would return to their former units.
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Tae procedure aaopued in recrultlng men for oarrack
'duty wvas not generally dpplled to offlcers &3 cept in a iew
céses ,'as most of ‘the offlcers.anp01nuea.We?c made up fron

»

the Guards Battalion. ;n tﬂdt way a new set of 0 FicePrs were

+

addéd to t1e 11$t of those alrea&y serv1ng..' 14t was‘é"”
paradoxiesal 31tuaulon at a tinme when recrultméht for the
:IzR.E. was in,suspension oW ing to*spebific orderg as issued
Trom G.d.ys It-folldweﬁ that when tﬁé dréin on coﬁpany mnits
.caﬁsed by traﬁsferringjnumﬁers of their,mehlelécﬂhere could .
not be_made,goéd by @he,l fh51on 01 riey blo@d ét_thé'timé;

S0 that.company officérs nad to rs.ice 4o with these who,
for‘ohe_reasdﬁ or-ofher; emalned Wit their Icrmor uni

48 fer tne officefs, ﬁaLy of ;nese pfeferred to’reméin'as.
théy-weré. Bome, however,-made éhe caange by goinglinto
barracks and in qulta a aumber of 1n tances Ealned nigher
ranks therebj. ;Bﬁt even tnese.we;: ﬂOb perturblng, 50
ﬁroduefiVe of"evil or aa“LPul to either one or, ‘he c'he“,
once evidence of good ¢alth and of good intention were guldlng
pr1n01ples to tne proferrcu cnange,iuo s erve-ln the newv way
for.the old cause. To serve In theﬁnmw way for the oluc:ause.
There was the enigma which th; then position. of I.h.A a;;alrs
-causéd'confusibn to groﬁ and fostefﬂas.the ugly symptoms of
~disunity, whiéhreven.the-exbitement'and'glagour of Pecoming
full-time scldiers had nos diminishéd butz'athér vas
increasing:de§pit the best efTorts to breecn the gap which

the Treaty issue had so cruelly,opened.

Gf the officefs anﬁ'men ¥ho ava;led of theiopportunltv
'td join éhe new ;ormat;on sone were krown to have very strong
leanings towards the Treaty. 4 sinilar story could be told of
‘a 1argé proportion of the Guards Battalion.. Zut, the issue was
not-then‘as.clear-cut as thét, because no su&h'éonditidn ves
inposeq b it that which insisted’that they_like'thé rank and
filé wers leigéa.in adopting the new role to piay'#;uanf‘tb

the’old, the pareni force. ‘thile these movements of officers
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and men were going an, the impetus to put the Treaty .in a

. secure position and the plans.: to. establish the pover and

prestige of the Provisional Government grew apacé with certain
peculiar indications that seemed to suggest that the new

force was being moulded to a pattern designed and fabricated
to serve not the old but the new order.. Not that all those
who transferred in a proper way were involved in the polifical
issue for or against the Treaty, or felt ouréelves glamourised
by the change; yét the feeling and the sympfoms-were
manifestly present, especially after the first month or so of

barrack life and barrack order.

Glamour there was, too; the glamour associated with

getting into and appearing in uniform, of coming out from

' their secretive places and secret doings, and mo#ing'iﬁto the

limelight amid the plaudits and acclamation of admirers of
whom a large number showed a more than ordinary zea} for
giving vent to their Treaty sentiments, which every succeeding
demonstration in taking over vacated bharracks so liberally
bestowed. Certain types, mark you, of our men felt that
glamour; but not all those who %fent over' in that way were
unduly affected thereby. The occasion was such an auspicious
orie that some resigned their employments to take up regular

soldiering; -others who were unemployed got a certain

. preference. It meant to some of those who transferred a new

vocation - possibly a new life in taking up the soldiers

trade and once they recovered from the tiny heartaches and
heartbreaks in leaving their former comrade-volunteers and
company units, they tied themselves completely to the new
férmation. But not all the transferees acted t@us, for guite
a number of them who changed over maintained tﬁeir old |
traditions, old associates and old associations, and did not
forego to attend, whenever it was reasonably possible for them
to do so, their former units, thus preserving their individual

and personal identity with the parent body. The desire to
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"keep in touch with things" governed their actions in that
regard, which was their.right and their privilege to exercise
as no rule existed to deny them admission and they were free

to come and go to our assemblies and parades whenever they
chose, there being enough brotherliness and camaraderie between
us to encourage their and our mutual relationships, as each
party was fulfilling a purely military task though perhaps

in different ways.

How often did we hear the remark WIsn't it grand to have
a regular army - to feel that we can come into the open and -
carry on as proper soldiers? Isn't it grand to see 'our lads'
taking over from the British and going into barracks away from
the rut of our former existence and not always pleasant
atmosphere and environments connected with our former training
or training halls?" What other ansver could be given to such
questions but "Yes" and that a conditional "Yes' - because as
yet we were nét out of the wood; indeed, there was the likeli~-
hood that we would not be out of the wood until the Treaty
issue as it affected the I.R.A. was satisfactorily settled
that would presérve if as a military entity and as Lég;lrish
army. What other army could be visualised or spoken of?
Surely not a new army to replace the old Volunteer force;
surely ‘our lads' were none other than those who had taken
pride in calling themselves soldiers of the I.R.A.; they were
the men, and that was the force which vas entltled to the
proud name of Irish army -~ no others were avallable and no
others were entitled to the honour or to be utilised for such
a grand purpose. There were even officers and men in the
I.R.A. in Dublin who envisaged the position whereby the I.R.A.
as a whéle would be maintained as the standing army of Ireland.
In our own battalion fhere was a considerable number of these
of which the writer was one, who held that the paramount issue
should be to preserve the unity, integrity and authority of

the I.R.A., however the people might decide politically on
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on the gquestion of the treaty, but keeping in view the

fundatentals, our oath and our duty to the Republic.

®Why should we be asked to ac£ as if the I.R.A. and the
cause it and we espoused were to be regarded as of no aﬁail,
aﬁd that we should help in producing a-neﬁ force that was to
act as the I.H.A., the real I.R.A. Could we notrat least hold

the I.R.A. as a rallying point to'brove our course and so

lessen the effect which the Treaty position was having on our

people, on our institutions, organisations.and ouridyn
partic&lar force? Difficulties had to be faced and overcoﬁe
if the new force was to be curbed in abrogating the functions
of the parent force or to make it appear that the former and
not the latter was 1esé capable of becoming the Irish army
under the Treaty. But the main question was, could the I.R.A.

exist for long, if it could exist at all, in such-a mischievous

‘and darkening situation.

As time went on anxiety grew as to the future policy and
existence of the I.R.A. The increasing demands for more and
mnore men to be transferred into garrison groups con51derably
reduced some units of the Dublin brlgade, and it 1ooked as if
these were to have only one funetion, to act as recruiting
agenciles for the purpose of transferring men to the other
formations. There were signs that the new groups were assuming
proportions and géining authority much beyond what was intended
or envisaged. Circumstances were playing a part in that.

The drift in political affairs, the chaos and tensien which was
undermining the national movement and, in particﬁlar, the I.R.A.
were decided aids in accentuating suspicion and dfstrust among
the men outside, and‘centring around those insidé the different
barrack groups. A good deal of whisperings ﬁére heafd from,

and assertions made by, both parties on one or oth?r aspect of
the functions, authority and growing strength of the latterA
force. Not uncommonly one heard some member of either force

L

complain that all was not going well, or did not appear to be
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going on well between the new formation and the parent I.R.A.,
some alleging that they were being weaned away from their old
traditions etc. Indeed, it was not unusual to hear the
boastful assertions of some that they were potentiallyy if
not actuvally, members of a new force, and that. they vere glad
of it. The rift or strained relations then exiéting among
the higher officers and communicating down to.the lower fanks
- in the i;R.A. on the Treaty issue could be szaid to be
fesponsible for a good deal of the unrest that unfortunately
prevailed among all ranks in whatever sphere they served.

r

Rumours and specﬁiations were rife concerning various
phases of activities, promotions and general donduct of the
garrison troops, @ll of which were pertinent to the points
whether in fact a new force was being created, or that a
cleavage was being fostered by them to split the I.R.A. as a
whole, .for political ends. In the light of the information
that was in circulation at the time from those who were
serving in the new formation, it appeared that one or other
course was being promoted. There was even the suggestion
that undue advantage was being taken of the, as then,
division that existed in the I.R.A. on the Treaty question
for as much political as for military purposes. One could not
always remain duwb and mute to the ﬁersistent and foreboding .
complaints that were commonly aired by interested and
involved persons of one group or other. Not the least of these
complaints related to the types of officers and of certain of
the rank and file whose seiection to the garrison groups gave
scope for acting for and propagating views in the interest
of the Treéty._ But these, though significant in many ways,
were of 1esé éonsequence aﬁd importance than the political
help and encouragement that was accorded to the barrack groups
by political-cum-milifary leaders associated with the Provision-

al Government and concerned in implementing the Treat&. What

bette; chance, what more fertile ground could haﬁe béen
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available to them to carry out such a policy.

While these things were being complained of, discussed
andralleged, the I.R.A., as such, was going through a very
sericus period of disguietude, uneasiness and a good deal of
disorganisatidn. The Dublin Brigade was no exception in .that
respect. Discipline, always of the best, remained undisturbed.
But politics was making inroads on its policy and influencing
off icers and men alike. Hope, the hope that had ever been a

dominant and prepossessing virtue among our brave men, was

“fast receding, and it was no uncommon thing to hear men say

"the game is up - we are no more". Uhitj, the grand and
vholesome unity that we so long prized and that had brought
us through many trials and much turmoil, was gradually fading
avay, leaving littie goqdhess and less of value to replace

it except the foul devouring viper of discord and disharmony
among those men who were regarded as being the nearest thing
to the brotherhood of men. One of the reasons that militated
against hope and unity was the failure of the many attempts
that had been made té keep peace in the I.R.A. and among

the men of the I.R.A.

Siich was the position towards the middle of March 1922,
when enough was known, or was to be known, that a cleavage
was imminent in our ranks, despite the eflforts of many
interested people, politicians and I.R.A. officers. The
bubble burst eventuwally, causing the I.R.A. that was once a
unified, self-contained and mighty military force to become
a wobbling, a tottering and a decadent faction against which
many é hand was to be bared in defiance,.in division and
anger because politics willed that such was wise in the
national interest! WNo longer was it a question of one I.R.A.
command or one i.R.A. authority to govern and control a
single organism. Now tﬁere vere two, or the making of two,

military forces each bearing the title The Irish Republican

Army, or I.R.A. for short, as we were all too commonly aware
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or apprehended. DBven the British view somevhat corresponded
to our own when in the British House of Commons on the 21st
March 1922, Mr. Churchill, in reply to a guestion raised by
Sir J. Butcher, said;
"T must refer my friend to replies on this subject
(I.R.Arny); more particularly to my reply to a
supplementary question addressed to me by him on the
14+th February. The force known as the Irish Republican
Army and the force which is being organised by the '
Provisional Government for the preservation of law
and order are, as I have previously explained, not
identical; but the Provisional Government, as I
understand from time to time, use the so-called
Irish Republican Army in areas where this force
acknowledges their authority, to assist them."
The latter part of the guestion:
"Whether he will suggest to the Provisional Government
that this description of the forces employed by them
for keeping order should be discontinued at the
earliest possible moment" does not arise.
Sir J. Butcher: "Does not my Right Hon. Friend
think that it is extremely undesirable that a.
Government which is not a Republican Government
should utilise forces which describe themselves
- Republicans?®" )
Mr. Churchill:  "No, sir. I think in the difficult
circumstances prevailing in Ireiand the Provisional
Government are doing their best'.
0f course, we in the I.R.A. had not to seek information
outside our own sphere. Our knowledge of current political
“and military affairs made such a task not one whit more
interesting or desirable. Already during the previous month
many strange and many startling things had occurred. These
could be classified under various headings: The clash between
the I.R.A. and the Ulster Specials on the Border; the
introduction of curfew and martial law by the I.R.A. in the
southern counties; the reinforcement of the‘British forces
in the 5ix Counties; the renewal of the Belfast pogroms;
the suspension of the British evacuation of the 26 counties;
the holding of the Extraordinary Ard Fheis of Sinn Fein in the
Mansion House when the Treaty was debated and the split in
the organisation took definite shape; the D4il agitation for
reimposition of the Belfast Boycott and last but not least

the holding of the banned I.E.A. Convention in the Mansion House
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The latter-event clearly demonstrated the existence of the

"split" in the I.R.A.

Other issues were being fought or agitaged within the I.R.Q
sphere. One of these arose over the proéedure connected with'
the teking over and occupatiqnlby the I.R.A. of the vacatgd
millitary barracks. That subject became quite a controversial
and contentious one especially among different battalions of the
Dublin Brigade and went side by side with.the procedure of
transferring men from their former units becoming merged in

the new formation or garrison groups. In oul own lst Battalion

many a volce was raised by some of us officers in protest

against the weakening effect which such transfers vere causing
units and in advpcacy of the plan to permit our battalion to
garrison barracks that were within our battalion area, the

Royal Barracks (now Collins Barracks) at the Esplanade, and the
Marlboro' (now MiKee), at the Phoeni® Park. .We were bold‘enough
to hope and to plan and the assumﬁtion that at least the latter
barracks would be given'to our care and in the belief that the
best interests of the I.R.Af wvonld be accordingly served.

e, of cburse, relied on the case that unity would result and

prevail in the I.R.A. As officers we were bound to safeguard’

‘the interests of the force, equally as much as it was our

bounden duty to be interested in thé welfare and discipline

of the men under our commands. In makihg our case for "going
into barracks" in that way, we made no special claims for
preferential treatment as against other battalions which, as we
were avare, were similarly agitating to be permitted to occupy
barracks in their owmn respective zones. It was never, however,
éur intention and we had no function to refuse to obey orders
as issued by our superior officers, but we had at the time in
guestion sound reasons fof complaint against the influences
that were being exercised ag&inst'many of our men who vere then
serving as full time soldiers, which, if ail the news we Gere

hearing was correct, was putting them in an avkward and
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demeaning position as soldiers of the I.R.A. and was bound to
éreate a split among us. Thus at every meeting of our battalion
couneil the subject was debated, and our Commandant, P. Holohan,
who supported our idea and viewpoint time and again, sought to

impress the "higher-ups" but without result.

Our plan, if ip wasn't the best that could be devised,
could not he :egarded as being the worst in the interest of
I.R.A. unity. Neither did it apﬁear an unreésqnable request
to make towards keéping company uﬁits united, integral and -
independent instead of making fish of one and flesh of another
in the matter of rendering service, of sharing honours and out
of sheer loyalty to the I.R.A. in general.ﬁppropriate to the
issue was the query: "If we are one, why cannot we act as one
and not as two forces whereby we who are outside the'garrison
gronups afe being made to feel'that our cause and our.ipterests
are different, jﬁét as the matter of our service appear.to be
diffe?ent and of less consequence than theifs? As it was the
vhole business was tending to drive a wedge between us anq to.
wveaken us, whatever the reason assigned or_howsoever the -object
in view. The arguments advanced by foicers of our battalion
could not be said to relate to any other but the interests of
the i.R.A. as a whole a nd for the dake of the unity of ocur

' country. Individual interests or personal aggrandisement were
neither desired nor advocated in putting forward this
alternative plan to the one then operating. Most of the Company
Captains had open minds.on the question of giving whoie—time
service in the barracks - some indeed hardly favoured the. idea
but would have acquiescéd should the battalion go in en masse.
Cthers wowld prefer to serve in a voluntary capacity, assuming
that some such system was adopted vwhereby a containing force
would be maintained full time in the barracks and the rest be
permitted to undergo training on a volunteer basis. A few
officers would, in the event of the country abtaining freedom,

Prefer to retire to théir civilian status, to engage in their

day to day avocaﬁions, trades or professions.
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Cur plan, however,:never went beyond the stage of
discussion within the battalion council and, as our commandant.:
informed us, beyond -the brigade council. None of us COﬁld
fathom or surmise where we, that is the men of the I.R.A.,
would eventually find ourselves, if a matter so simble of
adjustment could not Be easily or satisfactorily arranged.

It was strange, too, that the brigade command, knowing all the
points in connéction with the matter, as we assumed they lmev
then, cﬁuld not bring influence on the sifuation, or was 1t the
case that such a move had progressed beyond the limit of reason
orktiquette, in which event greater difficulties would @arise
fromrchaﬁging the procedure that already prevailed and the
course already in operation? So it appeared: and so we

drifted on - as two forces -.the main cause of which was
predominantly and specifically the Treaty iséue'which,.at that
peribd, was a live &nd perplexing one for the I.R;Aﬂ and vias
bringing us, and the country, to engage in érsplit.

During all the time, since the signing and ratification
of the Treaty, the political-cum-military leaders exercised
more than their share of iﬁfluence, generally for politiecal
purposes; the two confliéting'groups of leaders who fought for
or against the Treaty'inrthe several arenas so familiarly:
connected with the inde?endence movement in the Sinn-Fein

organisation, the I.R.A. and the I.R.B. But it was mostly in

the I.R.4. that the political warfare was then waged. Perhaps

this wés inevitable ws we were so completely and so singularly‘
tied to the political chériot that was then being led and
conducted by clever astute political drivers. Inevitable also,
perhaps, from the point of view that our army, the I.R.A., was
in a sense a political  force, that pursued a political policy
and served a political ideal.. Politiéally disposed, politically
inspired and politiquﬁlly led, our army and our cause was

polifical. Besides these things we had given our allegiance

. "without mental reservation or purpose of evasion® to the
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political institution D4il HKireann as our governmental
authority. uas it any'wondér then that when political
disunion occurred within the political campas such the I.R.A.
would escape even a portion of the consegquences of that
- deadliest of all national disasters? Certainly the political
upheaval that arase in the last few days of Mérch 1922
testified that the I.R.A. was immediately and proximately

split in twain.

Every avenue had been explored to preserve unity; many
approaches towvards keeping the i.R.A. intact had been made bf
the"Unity Council® that had been set up for the purpose, and
if, at times, credence could be given to authoritafive
information, these efforts were producing good results.

Much irrepareble damage had already been done among officers
and men in the I.R.A. that nothing short of a‘miracle could
save them from the consequential split. Most of our troubles
vere from within and principally were caused by or encouraged
by high placed officers, with an odd assortment of lesser
personalities as backing for team work and team spirit, with
and without help from the rank and flle. Very little of this
was known to the civilian popwlation who looked upon the
matter from a pro-Treaty or anti-Treaty angle and in which
politics alone was the only consideration. But to many of us
in the I.R.A. the matter was primarily and fundamentally a
military one in ;hich the status, the existence and wellbeing
of our force vere involved. OSimilarly, the ordinary civilian
population, though wware in an abstract and detachgd sort of
way that a state of disunity existed in the I.R.A., had not
the means and possibly not the will to ascertain partiaculars
of its existence beyond what they read in the public press,
or from the 1lips of the various political and military leaders.
In many ways they coﬁld be pardoned for their seeming ignorance
of thelr uncommon blindness in énd their total partiality in
I.R.A. affairs in view of the fact, or in face of-the gfeat

visible movement of the khaki clad British troops then
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evacuating Ireland, leaving in their place the green clad
soldiers of the I.R.A. as the military custodians of the new
~order. |

But to the men of the Dublin Brigade I.R.A., and especially
to the officers, the situation was known to have taken a serious
course, when on the 2nd April, We paraded_and merched to
Smithfield for the purpose of being‘reviewed by our brigadier,
Oscar Traynor, there and then to reaffirm pﬁblicly our oath of
allegiance o the I.R.A. and the Irish Republic. That parade
and review synchronised with the order recalling the men who
had been transferred to the full time garrison forces to rejoin
their former wnits. Judging by the huge conccurse of officers
and men on parade that day, the Dublin Brigade had not decreased
to any great extent, although not all the men'who-were on
bafrack duty responded to the call. Some who did returned ta
the barracks after a while. Other men who failed to come out
on that day did‘so 1a£er. From that moment transfers - stopped.
To add to that, the variocus units had made decisions on the
guestion of not only the Treaty and regarding the Provisional
Government with the result that supporters of the Treaty aﬁd
the Provisional Government threw their lot in with the néW‘army,
and those who vere against the Treaty and the Provisional
Government remained with the parent force, the I.R.A. In that
way each man proclaimed his allegiance, each knew vhere he stood

and on which side his leanings vere.

In our First Battalion practically all the company captains
and most of the minor officers and rank and file remained with
the old forcey Enthusiasm never waned even during the previous
few months; activities never slackened; the men by their
continued and punctual attendanceﬁat parades etc. displaying
wonderful fortitude,good conduct and exemplary discipline.

To the credit of 2l1, officeré and men alike, polities as such

was not made a subject for discussion or decision, although at

that stage it was hardly possible to evade the guestion whether
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one was in favour of dr against the Treatyl;'seeing.that‘some
of us had taken our sides égainst it, and the others were
for 1t, in different capacities and cetegories. Ho.longer
was it possibleio disguise our views, our allegiandes or our
status. |

Uhatevér doubt there was on these points were allayed
vhen twelve days afterwards the Foué Courts were seized and
occupied by our, the I.R.A. Emecutive forces. .That night,
several companies, including our own comﬁany of the lst Battmn.
moved to take possession of the buildings, on the orders of
the ﬁublin Brigade authorities. After securing poséession_of
thé premises permanent guards were°posted ané a garrisonlfqat
duly?éstablished. The Foﬁr Courts then became the,heédquarters
of the I.R.A. Executive, most of the personnel of which took
up residence there and carried on I.R.A. busiﬁéés from that
source. Undoubtedly the occupa?ion-af the Four-Coufts vas the
‘culmination of thg'impasse.in which the I.R.A. found itself
at the time, due in the main to the wrangling that wa.s going
on in regard to the control of the armed forceé; between variou
interested pro-Treéty officers on G.H.Q. When efforts to reach
a settlement that would bfing unity to the I.R.4. had'faileq,
_the higher officers on G.H.g. who clung to the original I.R.A.
© decided the question and made the bre#k. Anyway, the seizure
qf‘the Courts was a startling and sehsationﬁl move, whether
it was intended -as a move fo force ap issue on the Treaty,
or nmerely a form of demdnstration to illustrate the gravitﬁ
of the "army situation". To us in‘the I.R.4. it represented
a complete—ﬁreak.and an alignment against the Treaty, that
brought, or was bound to bring, us face to face wiéh the
possibility of an alignmenht of the two distinct arméd and
milivant forces.

‘Othér buildings in Dublin were likewise seizéd, or to.uge
a more comgoh term "commandeered" by I.R.A. vnits; such élaces
as the very British Kildare St. Club, the Hasonic Hall in

Molesworth St. and the Orange, or Fowler, Hall in Parnell Bgr.



These became mllitary posts. In the latter place facilities

were provided for the meeting and training of various companies

of our 1st Battalion, each company being fequired to perform -

all night guard duty rotationally, day guards heing proVided
from the battalion of men who were unemblqyed and otherwise
Vfreé for same. Regarding the ?owlér Hall, it could be early
discernible that our presence fhere was hardly in keeping with
such an anti~Irish and British Imperialistic institution. The
Orange Order, wenhad everj reasbn to apprehend,-had been the
cohtrolling and compelling force in previous years against
Irish Independence, and publicly and religiously fomented the
ghastly pogroms in the north of Ireland, With such.dreadful
toll of death and destruction of property of Irish Nationalists.
Heretofore, the Fowler Hall escaped the operations of the
Belfast'Boycott campaign as conducted by the I.H.A. and other
natiohal bodies-in the other Irish counties. Ironically

the Orange Order premises became, from the day of its seizure,

a centre for the reinforcement of -the Belfast boycott.

Our uninvited incursion into the realm of Crangeism at
that time provided food_for thought undisturbed by the sombre,
dark and weird "Black Chapter" chamber, and the strange
paraphernalia and regalia associated with that oath bound
secret society. OSome of the men made great play with these,
looking funny in the extreme which seemed in contrast to the
seriousness of the political and military business we had in
hand. Perhaps the horse-play, the funny theatricals took

men's minds off the more serious aspect of the work. Everything

" connected with the 'holy of holies!' was illuminating and

enchanting, not excluding the precioué roll of members of the
Black Chanter. Strange revelation of all very Irish names and
some Catholic names were included with those of big business
magnates and ordinary workaday artisans; some of the latter
with résidences'in poor tenement locilities. The fact that

Catholics and ordinary working-class people were members of
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an Orange Order was puzding in the extreme. ©Small wonder
thaet some of our men said "we are learning thingsli" Was it

not an extraordinary phenoménon to behold: one of the outposts

" of the Orange Lodges being used as an armoury and garrison

post of the I.R.A.'and for activities repugnant to Orangeism.
Truly a strange—retribution enough! - Strange happenings too,
but strange and sensational as they were, Fowler Hall was.
turned into é.domicile for a large number of Belfast refugees
who, on account of the Qrange pogrom fled from their homes
and sought shelter in other parts of Ireland. Perhaps no
better shelter could be proVided éxcept in the haunt, the very
nerve centre of the Orange Order in Dublin, on the premises
of the would-be pogrom collaborators. WHas it not passing
strangé ﬁhat in that peculiar place the refugees should be
succoured, fed, clothed aﬁd protected by the men of the I.R.A,

when they and we were-so much despised, vilified and €ondemned.

The action of the I.R.A. in seizing and occupying these
buildings caused flutterings in governmental circles in
Dublin, Belfast and London. The Provision Govérnment, the

British-sponsored 'Northern' Government and the British

" Government were alike shocked at the news - the British

Government and the Provisional Government were particularly

alarmed on the score that such action might have serious

| consequences for the Treaty cause. In any case, the

spokesmen of each contended that such happenings were lawless,
provoking and outrageous, and were intended for the purpose

of imperilling the Treaty. But, amid all the thunder let
loose by politicalpartisans, the I.R.A. continued to hold the
sforesaid buildings. Obviously we had taken on a new aspect
pf work, our 1lst Battalion units, including our compan&, beiﬁg
as active as any other in the training sphere. Truly we vere
stepping out, but in so dding it was hard, at times, to
comprehend the Scope.or the trend of events that were being
enactéd, or the road along which we were being led. Ve knew,

however, that we had parted the ways, but few knew how far



591.

we should have tc travel to emerge into the light. Perhaps
it was destined that we-should, sooner or later, traverse
that road. Would our men respond yé the course ﬁhat'had been
taken? not a few of us officers-asked ourselVés, or asked
one another, whatever doubts we had on these points, were
gquickly allayed by the men, a large proportion of whom reactec
nobly to‘the newd and serious advances, and gave earnest

proof of their approval of the course that had been taken.

Some little_explanétion may be given here relative to-
the latters sﬁatement.. On the occasion of the '"calling out"
of the men of the I.R.A. who were serving in the barracks;
many of such men reportéd back to their former companies.
Opportunity was given for the offiéers and men to register .
their -votes for or against the existing - I.R.A. On the
strength of the opinions on the question the men r emained
or resigned from their companies. Of course; the question
of the Treaty was in a sense involved in the decision. In
our hattalion and indeed in our C/Company, the majority voted
for the original I.R.A., a bare minority voting against.
Hence the position became, as many thought,clarified.

Some of those who resigned had been, or later became
associated with the Pro%isional Government forces. What a
hoax, indeed! It proved beyond a shadow of doubt that the
edict of the'Dublin Brigade I.E.A..did ﬁot run smoothly,

nor was it effective in isecuring absolute compliance, among
men who up till then were regarded as being loyal and
trustworthy Voluntegrs. The most inconsistent and peculiar
featurerof the whole affair was the meagre response exhibited
by the officers then serving with the "other" or garrison
force, in striking contrast to the rank and file, who.in
fairly large nuhbers 'came over'! or came back to their_former
units and associationé. It was then realised that the
endeavours to create a new army, under the aegis of the

Frovizional Government, had, to some extent, succeeded, and
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that the 'split' in the T.R.A. was, in part, established.
That became more pronounced when some of the men who had come
out returned afterwards to the barracks by which process they
turned their backs completely on the original I.R.A. and

became instead part of the Provisional Government forces.

Such action was hard to reckon witﬁ, or even to under-~
stand, f roem colleagues and brothers-in-arms, in a great and
glorious cause, in which they and we had engaged. Io
aspersion 1is intended on them,for any action they took on
that occasion, if it could be shown that they were fulfilling
a duty for purely patriotic, rather than selfish personal
motives. Excused could be made, and were nade, on several
groundé, among which utilitarian and economic factors were not
the least imporiant, to sway men in coming to such decisions
and to act thus. Those who were unemployed, or had previously
resigned their former employment on entering the garrison
groups were deserving of consideration and, indeed,
commiseration. But nbt all those so involved in the transactio
vere ir such sad plight, or impecﬁniously circumstanced.
 With some it was a metter of politics, the upholding and
predominance of the Treaty was their main concern, and
accepted as a matter of principle for the éame reasons and
purposes that the political "Treaty" leaders accepted the new
order. In other and more appropriate words, their support
of the Provisional Govermment forces and of the Treaty could
be summarised under the hypnotising pointer "What's good

enough for Mick is good enough for.me'.

Hor was the matter finally disposed of in that way or on
that occasion when the men had decided the guestion of
renewing, or dispensing with, olé allegiances, for even aiter-
wards a number of men of company units, including our owvn 'C!
Coy. of the Dublin Brigade, tendered their resignations on
several grounds and for vafious reasons. UHeutrality, the

desire to be neftral, was the chief excuse put forward for
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severing connection with the I.R.A. OSome men resigned through
~disgust at the army 'split'; others that they did not wish

to be involved in'a fight against former comrades. Mosf of
the resignations effected in our company, of men who were not
othervise on the other or Provisional Covernment forces, were
in truth related to that of remaining neutral, and in the
fear that an s smed ¢ gnilict would ensue between the two
forces. Gradually our units were being depleted, some
companies suffering worse than others by the consequential
defection. Sadly‘we parted company with a good number of
such ﬁen who resigned that way, té'continue to exercise their
privilege to be neutral although,to many of us who remained
to see the thing through,the parting in some indifidual cases
was not a pleasant one. Cur company, our battalion and our
brigade were'going through a crucial and difficﬁlt crisis,
thereby, perhaps greater than any we had faced and overcome in
the past, not excluding that other split, in 1914, when for
political ends the Irish Volunteer ﬁovement vas, but for
proper guidance and the right national spirit, undermined.
Vas it not strangely ironical that the same proceSS'waSﬁat
vork: one group seeking to gain controlé the other trying to
maintainAcontrol of the one body and when that fdailed two

forces came into heing?

CHAPTER 25.

In the descrpticn of the various evdlutionary stages
connected with I.R.A. disunity and 6f the I.E.4A. split, only
matters as-tﬁey affected the Dublin Brigade have been treated.
A slight departure may be admissible at this stage to study
briefly the course of events in the period under review.

" Looking back in retrospect £to the time when the British were
undergoing the process of evacuation, we find that in many
parts of Ireland the handing over and occupation of #acatéd

British barracks, stores and establishments was not conducted
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in the same way as it was in the Dublin command. Generally,
local units performed those operations. Thus it happened
thai‘units and commands that were avowedly I.R.A. and anti-
Treaty gained,'in many instanceé, conplete control of such
places, particularly in most of the southern counties, as in a
few other areas in other counties that rule prevailed; There
were, of course, many places vhere power was equally or
unegually divided between the two conflicting groups; in some
instances the majority of the officers were Treatyites; in
others the majority were anti-Treatyites. The same applied

to the rank and file. In such circumstances no one idealogy
and no one command held sway, Differently disposed were those
officers and men who were predominantly-on one sidé or the
other where not alone numbers but equipment materially assisted
them.

Dublin, however, was paradoxically differently defined and,
of course, differently circumstamced in the matter of seguring
and of holding vacated barracks, €tc. where a one-sided forcel
held an advantagéous position of being on the spot, well-armed
as.a result'of the change oﬁer, and thereby strongiy entrenched.
The fact that’many of the officers and men of that force made
power their principai objective in the service of the
Provisional Government and in the interest of the Treaty
were considérations of no ﬁean importance. In the discharge
of their function to build up a new afmy they held a distinct
and distinctive position, and nothing was permitted to move
them from their course, least of all persuasion to return to
their former:units, once their minds were pade up to otherwise
act. Bitterly we confessed our weakness in permitting the new
formation to grow, to prbsper and to flourish by transferring

men from our units. Obviously we failed in wndoing a wrong

- that had been committed with our consent and connivance.

The accession to power and prestige which the new full-time

and well-paid new force attained were largely the result of

patronage. and the securing of appointments on a lavish scale,
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There were ample opbortunities for higher and better
'promotions for existing or former officers of the I.R.A,. and
even ranl and filers were promoted officers and W.C.0s. at;

in some cases, shOrt‘notice. lany of these appointments would.
not.have been available had the old order reméined, or possibly
nad the split not come and the single I.R.A. force functioned
there would have been more than enough and to spare of officers
to fill the vacant positions. Such a condition did not apply
in the case of the then Provisional Government forces which,
starting from scratch, bullt up from the material that became
available, created appointments and thereby made 1t wvorth while
for officers aﬁd nen to serve. One other feature, and one

that had an important bearing on the situation, was enshrined
in the word influence, the’measﬁre of influence taat former
officers of the I.R.A. would exercise in wiﬁning numbers of men
0 the new force was always a consideration that merited higher
promotion. Any officer with a pull over his men was generally
considered a good man to havej; that course had ﬁorked in a num-
ber of units of the Dublin Brigade, before the’actual split,
but there were instances where it did not work accofding to
plan, so deep and cross-grained were opinions divided on the
political issue.

We had kpowledge of such things happening within the
prévious couple of months; cognisant of their import and
conscious of their implications, tendencies and ramifications
in the force that was then considered to be one and indivisible
Unhappily when the boomerang of the split actually struck
we were incapable,'or too late, to ward off the blow, or to do
little to ave;t the dangers tﬁat met us more than halfﬁay,
of the distance that lay between our survival and our eclipse.
Our.strongly built, highly sustained and cleverly devised
structure toppled down on us, smothering us in the debris that
resulted from the undermining influences‘of our erstwhile

friends and collaborators, and leaving us little space and
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as little wcope for recovery from the. devastation that had
been so cruelly and so carefully wrought. Hence we lost them,

the I.R.A., Jost them in the confusion that had arisen since

o

the signing of the Treaty and all that emanated therefrom.

With the passing of the days and weeks the I.R.4.
Executive férces, mainly through the oécupancy of thé Four
Courtd, became a thorn in the side of‘those who sought to
implement the Treaty; and many an anxious, Jjealous and hateful
eye was turned on them from the govermmental regiéns of London
and Dublin. Thelremaining:British military authorities at
Parkgate and the British administrators at the Viceregal Lodge
(now Arus an Uachtardin) were no less anxious and troubled by
such portentiocus and dangerous moves. Even at that period
the British evacuation was still in the.suspension stége, so
much so that some of the most important military barracks in
Dublin - the Royal (now Collins) Barracks at Benburb Street;
the‘Marlboro' (now lMcKee) Barracks at Blackhorse Lane, as well
as the Headqﬁarters of the 'Irish Command' at Parkgate

remalned under British control. The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.

as the King's representative, and the British commander-in-

chief still functioned, due, as it was declared, to the
unsettled state of the country, but principally because 6f
I.R.A, activities and the growing tension occasioned by the
political ahd military unrest of which‘the Treaty was in a
large measure responsible. Sucb activities were mounting‘and
consisted of‘raids for materials for the manufazcture of
munitions - a grenade factory having been fitted up in the
'‘Courts' - raids for motor cars and lorries, and armed swoops
.for the seizure of Belfast goods - owing to the reinforcemeﬁt
of the Beifast Boycott. These did not show sign of diminishing
but rather increased the tension, frayed the nerves and
sharpened the tempers of Treaty promoters in Ireland and

England, while at the same time they gave ample proof to all

and sundry that the I.R.A. was still living and showing strength
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If any one form of activity conduced to create such an

apprehensive situation, the capture by the I.R.A. of the

" official motor car belonging to the Lord Lieutenant and its

safe custody in the "Court&" could be regardede so, although
in plain fact the‘occupation of the "Courts' was primarily
cause enough for disquietude on the part of the antihl.R.A.
partisans.

Around that time, full play and vent was given to varied.
political and militant designation and titles; such as the
"Regulars" and the "Ireegulars', the "Treaty" and "Anti-Treaty"
forcés, the "Treaty" and "Republican Army" forces,  the
"Provisional Governﬁent" and the "I.R.A. Executive" forces.

Similarly, the use of the "Beégars Bush garrisor'™ and the

" WFour Courts garrison" became quite commonplace by constant

usage and repetition to denote those who supported and those
wno rejected the T;eaty respectively. The latter descriptions
applied to the source of military authority, as each of these
vas generally regarded by the different adherents as General
Headquarters. Only people who were actually intimate and
proximately connected with one or other side of the contending
forces could assess the real 51gn1f1;ance of the terms or of
the moves of which both vere partles, which in more senses than
one were secretive and potential and showed the way the wind

was blowing!

Many strange and startling incidents occurred during that
tlme to bring home to use the serious importance of disunity.
One such incident occurred on the occasion of the removal of
the remains of’bne of our former‘company officers, the late
Joe McGuinness. A section of auf company, fully armed, paraded
at the deceased's home to ﬁrovide a guard of honour on the
removal of his femains to the pro-Cathedral. We felt we should
paj him that mark of respect bécaﬁse of his last service with
our company up to and inciuding Easter Week 1916. To our
surprise, another group under Brigadier Paddy Daly of the

Provisional Government forces, were present for the same purpose.
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That ﬁight, unhappily, a wordy duvel ensued between his side
and ours, in the presence of the bereaved widow. Blows or
shots could have been exchanged between us then. Rather than .
having an ugly scene under such sad circumstances and over the
remains of him whom, though his views were pro-Treaty, e
esfeemed, ve gave vay feeling, it must be owned, none too
pleased for doing so. The Provisional Government forces did
the honours while our men, though furious at being deprived

of paying their mead of respect in that fatting way, acted as
an ihdependent entity, taking perhaps a lesser, but as it
turned out to be a ﬁbt totally insignificant part in the
cortege. Never before in my long experience with out company
had I found it harder to control men, nor was I so hard put to
it to order them, or for they to obey the order to continue

as 1f nothing untoward had happened. Indeed many of them would
"have rather had it out with them - to fight the others on the
spoti To add to our embarrassment was the thought that tﬁe
"other fellows", the Provisional Government forces, would regard
the matter as being a victory fof their side, and the fact that
practically all our company were present that night and that
Special permission had been obtained from our I.R.A. headquar-
ters to so attend and for the éection to carry rifles iﬁflémed
us. In connection with the matter.of our company's public
display of arms for the occasion, it is well to mention that I
had had to interview our leader, Coﬁdt.General Liam Lynch, at
headquartefs in the Four Courts for permission to do‘so. It
took more than mild persuzsion to obtain his consent and he
onily agreed on the understanding that extraordinary pfecauﬁiéns
should have to be taken to protect them. Even the point that

. the deceased was not a serving member of the company, Or on
ﬁhe anti-Treaty side, was of secdndary importaﬁce. Liam, as
far as I could ascertain, was particularly impressed by the
éfférts made by Joe McGuinness for I.R.A. unity during the

previous months.
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It is not_appropriate to this 1imited narrafive to recount
the nature, scope and extent of the‘multiﬁudinous incidents
and events of a militant character which were of such common
occurrence not algne in Dublin but in.other parts of Ireland.
Almost dailly the public press had something or other to record,
all of which, or any one of vhich was sufficient to prove that
there was a'"push on' by either of the forces to gain control
not alone of the military, but also the national situation,
especially during the month of May, when feeling was at fever
point. rr’hen it was a matter of "having and holding". Each
sought to carry on in its own way, holding strictly to the
motto "Here we are - we are what we are, and ﬁhat about it?".
To make matters worse and more confusing, the Proviéiohal
Government forces acclaﬁmed themselves to be the I.R.A. '"We
are the real I.R.A. Ve stand for the Treaty - yes - but we
are not anti-republican". Individuals would even assert:
"I know the Treaty falls short of the Tepublic that we fought
for, but it séems to be the best bargain that could be- got.
Why not accept it and work for the republic?'. On thé other
handy those of us who were on the republican side made no other
claims than that we were the L.Rehsy. we had not sought to make
any change or revision of its policy or-idealé. To us the
I.R.A. was %he same then as ever it was. Ue disliked the Treat;
because it was not our idea of a republic - the Treaty was not

the republic - it was a compromise.

Some there were among us who would ha&e consented to work
the Treaty if by so doing they could bé assured that the
principles and idealsrenshrined in the I.R.A. cath of allegiance
were maintained, the oath of allegiance to ihe Irish Rebublic.
What guarantee had we of this vwhen the Treaty prescribed a
'penalising cath of allegiance to a foreign monarch, his heir
and'successors, maintained and glorified the person and offwce
of the English King's representative - a governor general - and
provided limited status within a truncated and leldgd Ireland

under the caption of a Dominion status. Better no Treaty than
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one that displaced the republican status. These, in short,
were the gist of the arguments advanced,by the ele@ents
composing the two-rival militant forces; and no amount of
persuasion could altef in the slightest degree the opinions
formed hy either. As in the political sehse, so also in the

military sense the matter of the Treaty was made an all-important

-and vital issue. There vas no happy medium, no half-way house

between the two courses. HNeutrality or passiveness did not
count at all - the field was left opén to one side or. the other
to explore’an& explodt. Individually we éould not, perhaps,
vlay any great part in face of such a dread and colossal
dilemma; yet, as individuals, we wielded a power and possibly
used our power behind the scenes, in which the chief actors,
our leadérs, received our support and our approbation in the
drama that was feing staged before our very gaze, to the
accompaniment of the grand chorus "the gods" and the plain

veople, who were our supporters and lookers-on alike.

At this stage the issue was clear-cut and properly'defined..
No longer was it possible for Treaty promoters and supporters
who had up to then been leading officers on the I.R.A. staff
or on dividional or brigade staffs to exercise authority presumed
to be in the interest of I.R.A. policy or. for I.R.A. PUTPOSES.
Their choiée had been to "get in-or get under" to stay true to
their I.R.A. principles or to forsake them. They had chosen the
latter course on the plea that they represented and were of the
I.R.A._ In reverse their opinions and their outlook were alike
repugnant to the cause fof which the I.R.A. stoocd. Even their
profession t6 make the Treaty a stepping stone to the Republic
falsified them, as it did not cut ice with those of us who elﬁng
to the original I.R.A., and for more than one solid reason, but
particglarly on the grounds that the Treaty abrogated the
republic and the republican status, and because, within the

framework of the Treaty, no such thing as a republic existed, or

‘was permissible or possible. Was it any wonder that men who

still adhered to the I.R.A., officers and men demanded
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"Serap the Treaty and maintain the republic". '"We do not want
any compromise that falls short of our demands to complete and
absolute Irish independence". "Get back to where we were, even
if it means toiling in blood and sweat, or immediate and
terrible war with the English. Better those things than that

we should accept and maintain a false peace or a false freedom'.

Events moved swiftly in the military sphere when the
conference of the divigional officers of the I.R.A. Executive
forces was summoned and held in the Four Courfs, Dublin, in.
late May or early June 1922. The night before the conferénce
the Corporation Fish Markets, adjacent to the Courts were
commandeered and occupied by wmits of the 1st Battalion,
including our "C" Company, a;med guarded veing posted therein.
The spacioﬁs premises, during the couple of days was crowded
out with cars of all makes, Lanciés, Crossley and Rolls Royce
tenders and touring cars, and a big array of armoured cars,
fully manfied and fully armed. From all parts of Ireland they
came, the southern divisions being well and greatiy répresented.
It was enough to make us Dubliners envious, as we could not lay
boast to many such, outside the few in the Four Courté garrison
which then possessed only one armoured car. We had more than
a variety of miscellaneous types, a good number of them crocks,
Mtin lizzies" of their day. During our stay there, parties of
our men were sent in relays tp the Globe Hotel in Talbot St.
for refreshments. Expectation ran high that the Frovisional
Government forces would attack us on this and during our guard
duties, but such did not, however, occurj we were lert ©o
"paddle our own canoe' in our own way, although in investing
the place much inconvenience was caused to business - mén and
provenders in the fish tradeir This visit of our “country
cousins® éave us many a .thrill, to fraternise with them and to
gain some insight into the course of events in the different
parts of the commtry from whence they came. Jgdging by what

information was imparted, our cause- had many supporters,
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some places particularly boasting of a hundred per cent
adhereﬁts to our forcej; others less but all of them vigorous
and sincere. Informationwas also gleaned that some of these
nad complete control of barracks, in other words, were
effectively Well placed and well armed as a result. The faét;
too, that many of these men had served in the "flying culumns"
increased our curiosity and our admiration and gave us the
idea that all the best fighting men wefe not 'on the side of
the Treaty" as some politicians boasted and wished us to
pelieve. Why should we not be envious of them, such as were
in a strong and flourishing position, when we considered our
own weakness and our inadequate equipiment, or compared our
financial and material condition with the Mother side', the
Provisional Government forces, then revelling in comparétive
luxury, enjoying substantial remuneration and generally good
positions. They, ulike us, were amply'fed, clothed and
housed, not to speak of the wherewithal to ply their soldiers'
trade. Of their DOlle or their polltlcs we had no envy,

and only viewed their posse551ons in the light of being a
positive and alarming danger to our cause. However, when
eventually the convention of divisional officers was over,

e had learned enough to convince us that no change of T.R.4.
policy was possible or cou;d be entertained. Ve still stood
firm to the principle df the Irish Republ;c and were

unshakeable in our opposition to the Treaty.

From that time onwards'the Four Courts assumed a nev

character and attained a new significance . It became the

virtual, nay the actual, pivotal point from which radiated

the passion and flame of I.R.A. vigour and activities.

round it and emanating from it, events of historical natlona
political and military significance were shaped. But the
occupation of,thé Courts meant more thén these things - it
represented a challenge td the existence and the authority

of the Psovisional Govermment as such, a threat to the Treaty
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and all it'represented. As such it was gccepted by those who
sbught to "work the Treaty". But to us in the I.R.4, it was
the touchstone, the mouthpiece, the very citadel and core of
our authority. It was_the interpretatioﬁ of our oﬁihions and
all we stood for, the old creed, the old ideals and the old
sentimenﬁs so dear to and so revered by us. A4s a symbol and a
warning it inspired us, making us feel as if we were again on
the ﬁove as of yore, having passed the period of drifting and
of doubting and entering at last into a clearer and a nobler
atmosphere. For good or ill we were facihg, realistically and
fearlessly, up to the situation, havingz as we thought; bid

goodbye to the télk of peace among brothers, and of secrect

‘negotiations to maintain unity, when neither peace nor unity

was possible in the I.R.A. on such promises as expedigndy,
conmpromise or subterfﬁge. Apparently it had to be so this way.’
Far too much ground had been lost, overmuch wealth in maﬁpower
had been squandered, and more than enough prestige had beeh,

sacrificed during the previous few months to our, the I.R.4.,

‘decided disadvantage; that were we to continue in that way,

there would be little worth while, or even little left, of us

as a military forece to exercise‘authority over more than a
"corporal’s guard". Of course, we who professed to be still.

Ssoldiers of the Irish Republican Army had had to put up with

" much abuse, 1nsult, contempt and condemnation because we

opposed the Treaty.

We were derided for holding to the name of I.R.A., laughed
to scorn because we claimed to be Irish Republicans, derided and
laughed at by those who had been our former associates and

acconplices. $o these we retorted that they themselves were no

~ longer soldiers of the I.R.A. and so it went on as wvas customary

1

of the occasion, time and circumstance. They, the militant

‘personnel of the Treaty forces, were so iﬁsistent on applying

the name "Irregulars® to us and of using it so unsparingly and
so vociferously that it was small wonder for their believing

that we were so. The swnge part about the whole affair was

-
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that we did_not change anything in the national sense, except
to change partnership with them and to refuse to change over to
thé Treaty, which changed the courée and the cause éonnoted
by the term "the living republic", As they had compromised the
republic for the Treaty why should we have to fall into the same
error? We had, we knew, parted with many good companions.,
loyal friends and gellaht comrades-in-arms. That severance was
no great joy to us, at leasf. Our parting was neither personal
or concerned personalitiess; it resided in a national issue, a
vital and important issue for ouf country's welfare and its

inherent right to be free.

If there was any hint of or any outburst affecting
persconalities in the controversy or quarrel then raging, such
was of miﬁor significance in comparison to the Treaty issue
Undoubtedly and specifically it played a major part in-the then
political and military sphere in influencing us in the I.R.A.
to take sides, one way or the other in regar&t to its enactment
and authority much though the presence and introduction of

personalities became the stock~in-trade of Treatyltes,leaders

‘and supporters to the discomfiture and disedification of their

republican adversaries, they were of secondary importance to

the vital issue as to whether the Treaty should, or should not,

be. OSpeeches, propaganda and, in many instances, the Press,

coplously consigned I.R.A. leaders and those who stood for I.R.A.
principles to the infernal regions, among the legion of the lost
the wicked and the unrepentant, because they would not be realist:
good patriots and honest-to-goodness .citizens under the all-
powerful all-mighty Dominion status form of independence! Human
nature being heir to many blemishes and prone to many imperfect-
ions, it was difficult for us to avoid retaliations at the
affronts and the thruststhat were levelled against us and the
principles that guided our force, the I.R.4. and in defence of
our leaders against whom it could nof be Said that they-acted

other than true in the fight for Irish freedon.

o
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We had, of course, in the span of ‘the existence of the
national movement, learned many things, not the least potent #
lesson being that not always the best orator or political
agitator was the noblest, the bravest or the most sincere.
Pépular public opinion had not always been right in acclamation
of their heroes, or in condemnation of the unheroic. We had
enough horse-~sense to realise that public opinion was capable
of being swayed or influenced by many of the storiles in
‘circulation about "“the men who won the (Irish) war" by much
of the vehemous rhetoric ard some silver-tongued plamais
that clever men and clever brains could so freely circulate
at a fime 1i§§ that when, as we learned to 6ur cost, a good
deal of the true to life characters and caricaturing though
festooned with glory and in adulation were only 'of moment
in furﬁhefanée of the Treaty cause. Even there was no
omiésion in producing bogies or bogey-men - the republicans
were generally regaled as such. In cther words, were we to
believe some of these highly featured stories, these‘same
would-he'defenders of the republic"‘were only éhowing anF
perhaps only pretending love for the republic when they‘ﬁere
more solicitous to destroy the Treaty, as if that was not
cause enough to bfing thiem to thelr downfall; anywvay

they vere only an insignificant minority.

It is not always easy to engage in a vordy duel withs
an armed man. Neither is it easy to persuade any other men
who is blinded by passion that he is wrong or going wrong in
life's pathway, or that he has taken the wrong side in a
political controversy or in a political upheaval. Supposing
one tried to do either, what would be the natural, the human‘
refort? Cnly mind your own business, leave me alone and i will
mind my own. And sc it was in 1922 with the men of the two
conflicting militant forces. Former friends, they had now
turned against each other, having, in common parlance,

tfound each other out'!. Far easier to over#ome the assaulits
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and the opposition of an avowed enemy than to conciliate or
placate a one-time friend, especially when he is armed. The
former, under certain circumstances, might be prepared to give
and take, or to cut their losses by concession or compromise;
the latter seldom deigns to.concede anything, to admit anything,
for fear of affording an a.dvantage to an opponent or to their
own subsequent loss or disadvantage. ‘That could, in some
degree, sum up the position then. But, mark you, only in part,

because there were other features, of a no less virulent,

“dangerous and explosive type present to econtend with in the

relations that existed between us. One 6f these was the
'wvhispering' campaign, the most deadly as it was the most evil
and cruel férm of assault, against which no defence could be.
sustained, and no endeavours made to offset it. Already that
form of warfare had got full play, proper range and ample scope
against the I.R.A. and the men of the I.R.A. Travelling far
and wide it lost nothing in its telling, still Tess by
repetition. It neither respected people br.causes, for it was
not represented by any code of honoqr, or any semblance of
decency. With its poisoned fangs and equally peisoned darts

it struck at anyone, anything and everything that stood in its
path or against;whom there was a grudge or an adversion. Setting

out to a chieve one purpose it inflicted injury, pain and wounds

- in order to destroy, if need be, its victims. The victims in _

this case were the leaders and men of the I.R.A., expecially
the former, the officers against whom the malicious circulation
of evil reports was more generally levelled. This was carried

to extreme limits.

Of all the charges made against our leaders none was less
true than that they vere fraudulent in their claims. in regard
to 'standing on the solid rock of the republic'. That was bad
enough and equally reprehensible, but when th;y were accused of
having themselves let down the repﬁblic, or denouﬁ&ed for

believing that the republic exieted, then it became evident
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that a new‘offensive weapon'was being fashioned, to counteract
the achievements and the giory that hallowed the name and fame
of those who, no matter what their other faults were, proved

themselves to be good men and true. Bul not the ;east charge

against them was that they were disgruntled and disappointed

men because of their failure to seize and wield supreme povers;

they were not even men enougﬁ'to admit their own weakness, to
admit' their own powerlessness in maintaining the republic

and to drivé the English out of Ireland, even to admit the
impossibility of continuing the guerilla warfare. They, the
officers of the Irish Regublican Army, so it was hinted, were
novw s howing a heroic desire to 'die for the republic' when,
on account of the Treaty, the British were evacuaﬁing the
country. Why not admit the stupidity and hopelessness of your
task and throw in your lot on the side of thoseftho brought you
the symbols of freedom? These and many other arguments,
charges and whisperings were advanced to laud the Treaty and

hamper the republican cause.

It was bad enough to accuse the I.R.A. of being ultra-
republican, but to charge them with being more warlike during
the peaceful than in the more dangerous and troﬁblous times
against the British was just going a bit too far. It vas, if

anything, a too serious and a too sweeping charge to make or

- upheld. How could such charges be maintained in view of the

fact that most of the leading lights, holding executive
officers ranks in the I.R.A. forces were men of proven ability,
bravery and élan, and had given military service when and vhere
if vas wanted. OSuch men as Liam Lynch, Liam Deasy, Réry
O‘Connor,'Liém Mellowes and Sean ﬁussell, to menfion but a few
of the many stalwarts of the I.R.A. could hardly fit into the--
category of 'peace-time fighters!'. Othef officers of lesser
rank, as well as numerous_rank-aﬁd—filers had seen service in
flying columns in active service uﬁits or with their own units.
Even to taunt these as 'Truce Volunteers' was dovnright

arrogance, insolence and utterly untrue. Those who made them
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were either fools or.knaVes, yet they knew the charges to be
. false. Unfortunately sufficient emphasis'was given to their
circulation that many people,who were not,inra pdsition to
knowlbetter,-feil torbelieving the falsehoods. Shame on fhe
traducers, the vilifiers and the calumniators who lent aid or
utterance to such foul, vicidus and debasing sentiments.
lnatever vere our other individﬁal failings, we of the I.R.A.,
it couvld ﬁe said in truth, were neither insincere in our
beliefs or professed other than the right attitude to the
republican ideal in 1922, as we had exercised in the previous
years. | | _

In the preceding paragraph‘referencé nas been made to
the term 'Truce Volunteers'. Apropos of that description
ah explanation may be necessary. It refers in reality to men
who joined the I.R.A. during the périod of the Trucez in ofher
~words from the 1ith iuly 1921 to the date of ;he signing of
the Treaty on 6th December 1921. In & more loose sense
it might aﬁply to the time, say, up to April 1922, vwhen the -
split ecrystallised. Those who used that term had one specific
point in mind -~ %o prove that they were not part and parcel
of the I.R.A. The charge was made in the derogatory'sense
that the men so joining at that periocd were ‘péace-time'
soldiers and in the belittling sense that they werg‘not~
fighters. Uorse than that was the charge thatlsuch men were
enrolled members illegall& - or, if that is too strong -
‘came in' when the fighting was all over,.or ﬁhen they
themselves thought the fight was over and so as to share the
kudoes of victorj with the men who had won the war! In other
words, they joined for ulterior motives, or they weré false
members. Such charges are untenable and, of course, unworthy
of the men that made them. The'néanest approximation to the
truth is that the men offered their services and were accepted
in the 5 elf-same way and by the-saﬁe procedure as any other
entrant. Their application for.membeféhip had to conform to

certain standards and go through. the accepted and ordinary
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channels before they were admitted to membership of the
I.R. A, In most of the period referred to the I.R.A. was
an unbroken and undivided entity. Consequently, the
regulation governing new recrults applied; proposals
before entry had to pass from the company unit or groﬁp
to which the aspirant sought to be attached on to the
Battalion, to the Brigade, thence to the Division (where
such existed) to General Headquarters, and befofe the ‘
recruit paraded with his selected unit, approval had to be
accorded in every one of those'branches-paasing from the
G.E Q. down to the Compsany via the.intefmediate'commands.
Then the next requisite was‘the men took the-ogth of
allegiance, the same oath that all took who jolned the.
I.R. A, Hence the accusation that such men were false
menbers because they happéned to join at that period can
be dismissed, with an apportiopment of blame to those who
made it or fell victims to making the change. |

While 6n the topic of "Truce Volunteers" it might not
he out of place to refer to matters relating to
recruiting during the disputed period of the Truce. In our
- Company as well aa'receiving a few recruits, we also
benefitted in obtaining men who had been transferred from
other units and from the Fianna. All such were bona
fide transferees and hsad 5eceiv§d the imprimatur of the
various component pommands. If they were -new to us, at
least they and their service were not new to the I.R.A. as
a: whole, COther Companies.could, perhaps, tell similar
stories, Perhaps their short:period in the various units
lent colour to the accusations that they wére new or
"Truce Volunteers” of whom & no more harmful or malicious
charge could be assigned. But such charges as these
riled many of us officers at the time, especially when' we

knew them to be false; all the more go when fhe charges
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were made to belittle and defams us and the cause
we dherished and made-us all appesr as false members
of the I,R, A, |

Why should the Treaty side in the conflict get all
the glory and we on the I,R.A, eide all the abuse, with
hardly ever .a good word in our favour?. Could not we,
equally as much. as they-, cite the cases of men, our men
in the I.R. A,, 'who had sulffered in the cause, men who had
helped to win the war, fighting tﬁrougn the guerilla
campaign, suffered in prisons and iﬁternment camps,
being "on the run", who had given time, labour and
sacrifice as proof of their ‘devétion, prbvided aid and
succour without fee or reward, their loaaes 'being
greater than thsir gains. These were as’ numerous on our
side as on the Treaty side, perhapa more, perhaps lesé;
we could be sure of either as no compilation or records of
such things were made at the time? Why should they, the
Treaty forces, claim a monopoly & great wen and grea'!;
deeds, and sing all the paeons of glory when these were
shared by others - the men in the I.R, A, forces?
Agsuredly our complement of the old crowd, the old force
end the old tradition was conaidergple » whatever we lacked
in finance, pomp and power. OQurs was a less frugal,

& less spectacular and less 1nw1£1ng hoard; yet whatever
| volunteering we héd to do wasg performed freely, graiis and
fox; nothing, exception to the rule coveing men who formed
the Four Courts garrison and were permanent guards at the

Fowler Hall and a few other places.

Of the latter groups only a nominal sum was
allocated for thelr gervices. H‘a:ny of these men were

unemployed,  some as a resuli of reai@ing to Ijo:l.n the
garrison or barrack groups from which they had. come out

s
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when they were called on to do so. A1l c6u1d have .
been more liberally treated had they been on the other sidé.
It must be stated here that all the men concerned wei'e
contented with their lot, with or without payment or with
small payment for that matter. .

~ During that time -the whole edifice representative
of the Irish national resurgent movement was toppling to
the ground. It had its repercussions in the numerous
supporting organisations scattered throughbut different
parts of the world - in America, among the association_l
for the recognition of the Irish Republic. - in Englend,
among the Irish Self-Determination League and kindred
bodies - as well as in Australia, Canada and South
Africa, the impact of disunity and dissension were felt.
Obviously much of thelr and our hard work and unremitting
endeavours were lost in the maelstrom of party stirife
which the -Treq.‘ty occ#sioned., In Ireland, hpwever, the
word "lost" had an appropriate meaning. Nationally,
Ireland had lost ite DEil, its constituent assembly or
parliament; politically, Sinn Féin, the popular
independent movement, had lost its unity; and as if our
losses of these were not sufficient we, of the IR A
measured its losses in a divided high command and. down to
the humblest Volunteer, thus accentuating, not brotherly
love but brotherly hate. For the first time in "six
glorious years” we had two armies. While these things
were happening the people, the ordinary folk, in Ireland
were rescting in a kint:l of mixed way to the situation thus

- created, The pres:s: in Dublin at least, since the

signing and the ratification of the "Treaty of Peace and of
Preedom” waxed particularly elequent in its favour, and was
instruméntal in moulding public opinion, some of its |
so-called republical; opinion in the same cause and for ths-
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same object. It could be .said of the time that no
opportunity was lost in winning adherents to the Treaty
in the matter of the presentation of glowing tributes to
those sponsoring and supporting the Treaty, as against
those whose policy it was to render it null and void.
That same press exploited the Treaty, the split in the
Republican Movement, with special regard the split in
the I.R. A, and drove bigger and greater wedéea into the
gap which, without their help, was already sufficiently
open and was opening daily. It drove itself  and tﬁe
people headlong into a controversy, a conflict and an
arena that were already charged with dynamic |

potentialities, generally using ite great influence to
~ asperse, condemn and vilify Republicans, the Republican

ideal and Republican Army and republican cause,

As has already been seen that was no new policy for
the Anglo-Irish press with which Ireland had been cursed
fﬁr the previous seven years. Never had it beenl ‘
national in the sense of being republican. It could-
hardly be expected to be so in 1922, Nothing but a
mirscle could have made it other than what it was;
forsooth, miracles seldom, if ever, happen in newspaper
officesn, Bow silly of us Repﬁblicans,'to expec£ a
miracle to be performed in favour of the press at that
period of our sad and saddening plight? 8o in its
absence, Republicans, and principally the I.R.A., had to
bear the cruel oblique, harsh criticism and unjust
attacks of a press that was pitiless, remorseless and
bitter, beyond reason or proﬁer proportion. Perhaps we
were succoured by the thought and the feeling that our
Irish press was “agin"-uq.r It was sad to reflect that
not ail the ﬁeople kﬁéw "gheir" press as we knew it, in

respect to its want of nationel and republican principles
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in the past years. The newspapers saw to 1t that
Lloyd George's threat of "immediaste and terrible war"
was prominenﬁly and sensationally poftrayed and‘

propagafed. Never before was the need for a resl, live

- national and republican press felt than at that time in

May 1922, especially such a press that would stand by the
I.R. A. in the face of every opposition with which it was
confronted and had to contend with then,

_ Yet, notwithstanding the harm which the press did
or sought to do to our cause in that period, & alight
ray of hope shone that, like a candle in the darkness
would bring a flicker of light and succour into our
political sphere. The paet entered into between our
leaders, or to be more explicit, between the leaders of
the contending political parties, and argued by
Michael Collins as the principal Treaty leader, on
May 20, 1922, gave such a_ray'of hope that & meassure of
peace was possible in Ireland and.among Irish people.

But elements outside of Ireland looked upon such & move

with distrust and suspicion. Chief among these elements

were highly exalted English politicisns and members of
the British Cabineti. They viewed the pact with
misgiving and declared it to be an sct, or a deal,
éoﬁ$rary to the spiéit and letter of the Treaty. That
objection from suéh an influential and powerful source
seriously affected the pact arrangements. ‘ﬂw-aavery
peculiar turn of fate the vapouﬁinge aﬁd threats of that
outside influence carriad the day. Londoq's ob jection
to the pact that had been intended to bring peace to a
distracted and disturbed Irish nation, unfortunately
found an echo among Irishmen, an echo satrong enough and
vicious enough as to cause & halt to be made in the

advance of a. people to unity.
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As regards the move itself, of which the "pact"

was the symbolic répresentation, it could be said in’
very 'tr_uth that it bore the stamp of being genuine in
conception, in principle and in every other humane
end national essential. No other "Gentlemen's
Agreement" could have been capsble of being acceptable
by the common fold than that, for it aﬁpeared to be an

" honest and @ proper attempt, a means to an end, to

preserve the status quo, the hegemony and real stability
of our popular movement and to provide for a common
policy a common platform on the basis of "agreeing. to -
differ", In {E_hat light it gave satisfaction and
excited elation to most, if not all, those who had the
true interests of our country at heart, among them
Republicans equally as much as the Treaty—ifea, and maeny
a prayer was uttered that it would prove & blessing in .
the midst of imninent and threatening dangers. Yet it
was generally conceded that the pact guffered many
limitations, such limitations as the Treaty imposed,
that .were of themselves directly sntagonistic to the
very essence or Irish unity, of which it had no

specific regard except and only on the p_rinciplp of its
implementation as an instrument to achieve its purposé

to set up and to exercise governmental authority in its

own right in order to assert the supremscy of. the Treaty

above and before other conai.d‘erations.‘ "~ (By the bye,
the Genersl Election "Southern Ireland” wis in the
offing, and according to the decision reached by the.
léaders, that election was to be conducted on a highly
agreed basis, which permitted. that, irreapeétiv-e- of their
individusl views for or against the Treety, candidates
pr&senﬁms themselves for election went forward on & . '
single party panel, Hence the term a pact election

or an agreed election).

I
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At its best the "pact" could be regarded as an
honest-to-goodness attempt or arrangement to keep the two
conflicting elements - the Treaty-ites and’the anti-
freatj—itesrin the Nationai"Independence'Movement.—_from :
getting out of hands or going at each other's threats,
thereby causing "fratricidal strife®, a term that wag then
being freely used on political forms and in the public
press. At the most it might serve as-a‘makeshift, or
improvisation, much in the same manner as & seamstress
would patch a2 garment with materials of’different
textures and varying colours, or make a patch-work quilt

or other accessory consisting of numerous sizes and

asgortments, according to design and pattern. All would
" be well if the “pact? worked out according to plan., Then,

it would not leave us in any worse plight but on the
contrary; if the right spirit was shown, it should
produce éatiéfactory‘and, mayhaps, lasting and beneficial
results, pay good dividends in the interest of the

national movement and of the couﬁtry generally. -

Republicans welcomed it for meny reasons, but
especially becauae it gave promise of affecting complete
unification of the tangled mass within the political,
national and military structure, | Were it to undé the
harm that had already been wrought and to re-conciliate
those who had been so crﬁelly estranged, Republicans,no
lesé than Treaty-ites would have rejoiced. So it might
have been had not a epanner been "thrown into the works"

to destroy what appeared a promiaing_enterprise.

Oh! the wiles, the inconstancy and the wickedness
of mortels! Ere the "pact" was a month operating it was
disowned, disavowed, torn t6 shreds like as unto a "scrap

of paper" that had lost its meaning and its purpose.
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On the 14th June in Cork City, Mick Collins '
publicly gave woice and desire to the déclération that
the people ghould regiater'their votes in thé election
in favour of mrgaty candidates - in other words, to make
the election on the 16th a party issue. No other |
meaning could be taken from his pronouncements but that
he intended the pact to be broken at that Genersl Election
for the Parliament of "Southern Ireland'.

The ruse to end the "pact" succeeded. Taken off
their guard, the republican section were amazed,
bewildered, and indignant at the turn of events. To them
it meant a deep thrust against the letter and spirit'of
the'"pact# agreement, conscious that the time available
did not permit of redress they found themselves between
the "devil and the dbep'sea" wherein all the fond hopes
that were cherished to bring the distressed ship of unity
to safety, went down with disaster and wbé‘for them but
not so the Trea&y—iteaz- they'wnn the day. The trlumph
was as much & British gain as it was an Irish loss,
because the pact was broken at the behest of British
politicians even though it was disowned by Irishmen,
not only one Irishman but others as well, And in its
defeat we learned that the Treaty did not imply that
regard for a pact that would give equal power, rights and
status to Treaty-ites and anti-Treaty-ites - those who
stood f&r the Treaty and those who stood for "the
Republic" - was not possible nor feasible. For inherent
in the operation of such & pact was the fear, the
Englishmsn's fear, that republicans might thereby gain &
longer lease of 1life under a coalition government in
which the Treaty woﬁld'be secondary consideration to the
advancement of their ideals - the exlstence of the fbigh
Republic. Ah, no! the latter wus not to be, because the

Eritish political leaders declared against such a course.
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They were listened to, they were appeased, whatever the
price and however the sacrifice. The Treaty-ites
prevailed, the pact wes no more and in its passing
perhaps the only real and genuine prospect of conciliation
among brother Irishmen was cast aside,

To Republicans and ea'p_ec;.any to the I.R.A., the
breaking of the pact had one meaning and that was that
hope for unity was dead, or if not dead, swiftly Qying.
Was this to be the end of all the endeavours that had:been
made to preserve that comraderie and 5rother11nésa<that
had been born in travall, thet 1iveéd in travail, fought
and sufferéd. in travail? Nobody knew, and nobody was in
a position to know. . But one thing was abundantly clear:
we were consigned to the parting of the ways, after |
having reached within sight of the gogl, by, alas’) many
torturous paths. The ordeal and the sacrifice had been
hard to endure but the price had been paild 1n'blood, in
tears, in suffering. It had takenu's six glor:l.ous years
to advance on the road to freedom. 8ix years - and now
we were to be brought to alhalt, or if not halting, g0
ahead, heeding or unheeding one.or other of the signposts

" that pointed in various directions, one towards ithe new

rendegvous - the Treaty; the other, the old to the
Republic, SOme there were who came up to the parting of

the ways, and looking at the markings.thereon, and the

roads, asked the qneation. why should we have the choice,
the peraoﬁal'cioice in dec¢iding which road we desire to
travel? EtteL all wefe we not always in step with, did
we: not always walk with these our comrades-in—arms?

Was not the pace and the road always marked out for us,
and as 300&.30141era did we not always accord to
everything set out for us to do? These and & multiplicit
of other questions spreng to thée lips of men of the I.R.A.
then at the cross-roads when the pact was broken and’

dishonoured,
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The course of events changed rapidly; likewise
tension increased, signalled by'the parting of the ways
which the millification of the "pact.for peace and unity"
made possible, whereby no avenue of tretreat was left
open to those who decided to carry on for the rest of
the journey. Many of us Republicans, as a matter of
neceésity, and because of fixed principles clung
tenaciously to the things and the cause that claimed our
old allegliance. Anger and distrust replaced brotherly
love and the brotherhood of msn overnight in reward for
the cleverly devised, and as it tuimed out to be, easily
wrought coup d'etat‘which certain politicians had so
eruelly and so wantonly accomplished at the expense of the
Republicane. Unquestionably, the Republicans in the |
Sinn F&in organisation and the I,R.A. forces, and even
the I.R.B., suffered a serious and & rude setback; The
plighted word of some of our former respedted and
trusted leaders became forfeit on account of thelr recent
nefarious én@ shameless actions. Conscious of being
thwarted in our good intentions, and our honest
endeavours to find a common platform for all éides in

the pdliticai and military dispute, we were wittingly

- or unwittingly reduced to the position of playing seopﬁd

fiddle to those who had écored a march on us by skilful
strafagemand a skilful technigque.

Some few days after the General Election the
suthorities of the Four Courts garrison participated in
a pllgrimage to the grave of Wolfe Tohe at Bodenstown
churchyard, making the journey by motor. Other groups
from different units in the Dublin Brigaﬁe, in¢lufiing

some menbers of our Company and the {st Battalion,
participated, though unhappily our particular parkty,
meeting with engine trouble at Leixlip, were late in
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arriving for the graveside ceremony and came on the

_scene when the main party were returning to the city.

That assembly of armed I.R. A, men had more than
sentimental reason in honouring the "Father of

"Republicanism" whom Davis :I.mortalliséd when he- penned

the praises. of Tone :

"For in him, the heart of & woman combined.
‘'With a heroic life and a governing mind
Amartyr for Ireland « « « o o - o "

It was the first "spiritual communion" with the pairiot
dead, for soms of us, since 1915 as, owing to the '
existence of the annual bamning by the British
enthorities in the intervening yeara-; fow people made the
'pilgrimage. Small as the contingent was that June week-
m it wae none the less impressing because it was an
honest and sincere synbolic act of reverence to the best
tradi‘!;iona of Irish separetism and the principles .t'Jf
Irish republicanism as upheld by Tone and appraised by
Pearse as "the greatest republican of them all"(meaning

the dead generations of Irish patriots).

Renewed in national vigour and by increased
national inspiration we returned to our respective duties,
whether to msn the military post, or, as in some of our
cases, to watch and ward over our COmﬁaniea. Indeed, it
was always a case of watchfulness, wondering what was
going to happen next. Sometimes we’ had strange

premonitions of dangers and trials whicﬂ runours never

~seemed to allay., Other times we fancied that things

political would take a turn for the best and old estranged
comradeg-in-arms return to mutual and lasting

companionshlp "never more to part" and "never more to

“rosm". Yet all the while the air was thick with goseip,
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suggesting that some moves were in progress to patch
- up the difference between the I, R, A, and the Treaty
forces. On other occasions different news was in
‘ eirculation that no such thing was possible and that our
break could not be mended. Iﬁ other words, no agreement

was in sight or was possible.

) In‘connection with the foregoing certain
observations mey be necessary. At the time in @ uestion
there was & feeling that negotiations were going on
between the two contending Army Councils. How often at
18t Battalion Council meetings were Company Officers
informed by the commandant_of the facts and of thé
principal points in dispute? We considered outselves
fairly well informed on the subject and perhaps at times
optimistic that a settlement would be reached, Did we
not hear of the cruz on the guestion who ghouiﬁ £ill the
post of Minister of Defence, or the other crux in regard
. to the appointment of Chief of Staff for a unified armed
force? Theae, it appeared, were in the melting pot,
the thorny points that had to be pruned or cut away before
real progress éould be made in the efforis to find a real
and practical solution to the prdb;em of unity. Was it
any wonder then that some of usrof?iéers entertained .
hopes of a 'satisfactory outcome to the proceediqga, in the
belief that even at that apparently difficult period,
guch a happy ending would‘or could dccrue to save both

gides from greater and graver consequences.

One other poééible encouragement to our hopes for
unity lay in the project (whisper§d sbout during the time)
of an armed move across the border. Here was gensstionall.
of & very peculisr order, The move or prp@ect suggested
that the I.R.A. and the Treaty forces had combined to
create hostilities in the six counties, that guns and men
from the réat of Ireland, including the Dublin Brigade
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and. other units of the I.R.A. were being put into
service for that expedition and it was even whispered
that Mick Collins approved it and collaborated with the
Four Courts Executive in its favour. It was even hinted
that it was to take the shape of an aermed incursion on
Orange domain es a reprisal for the pogroms and the other
ugly forms or repression practised there against _
nationalists and principally against republicaﬁé. Those
who were supposed to be in the know, implied that it had
gecretive official or quasi-official sanction 6f the
Treaty-ite and anti-Treaty-ite forces, although the full
responsibility for the projected operation wes to be |
borne 'by the latter regardless as to whether it imperilled
the Treaty or otherwise.

Such a move had it the backing of these .forces,
implicitly suggested the existence of some form of unity,
especially if the rumours: eirculated had an atom of sense
that rifles were ‘beurg‘ “swopped" between the Prov:isional
Porces and the Bxecutive or Four Courts garrison, so that
in the event of a miscarriage in the operational plans
fhe rifles would nof be traced to the Treaty side. Ho
such cover uUp was necessary, we were told, in the case of
the personnel, -who comprised a combination of both forces.
Quite a nunber of men‘ Xnown to us '1n the Dublin Brigade,
inclusive of st Battalion men, were linkeéd with that
alleged enterprise and actually left Dublin for aez;v'ice in
the North.  Few, excex;t those specifically placed on the
job, knew much of the details beyond odd hints that some
such move was afoot. But when eventually news became |
avallable that some ki_nii of a;nmed action -had accrued, and
when it was reéorted that a nunber of officers and men
from this side of the border, including Seén Flood, were
captured, that some credence was attached to f;'he previous

rumours and hints, It is. important to note that
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Sedn Flood had since his return from Eritain been
Vice 0/C. of the Leitrim Brigade, and with him werel
arrested officers and men , officers of other units,
ineluding the Tipperary Brigade. These were taken ﬁo
Derry Jail,later to Belfast, tried and sentenced, Sedn

receiving ten years penal servitude, the others .

varying terms.

As part of the action or operation referred to
above, hostages, consisting of prominent Orangemen were
taken, others escaped capture through the fortunate
(for them) circumstances ?hat arms were not to be used.

Some little glimpse of the operation was brought to light

- when in the Beitish House of Commons the following

information was imparted:
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Avound this time some of the buildings: that hed
been seized and held by the I, R A. in Dublin w&rd

_HVacajeﬂ,"__gprgpdqaofVthggeﬂévgpts_the'"Derry Journal"

of Monday, June 5th, 1922, under:thescaﬁtion:
“"Republican Forces leave Kildare Street Club", reported:-

“Phe Kildare Street Club, Dublin, which
has been in possession of the Republican
Army Bxecutive forces, was handed over to
Sir Frederick Shaw, the Chairman of the Club,
and Mr. D.H. Bayley, the Secretary, on
Saturday afternoon by Brigadier-General =
Oscar Traynor. A large crowd watched the guard
maréh away from the premises. - Sir Frederick Shaw
afterwards said that a cursory examination showed
that no structural damage had been done, and
nothing had been taken away, but things were
topsy-turvy. He added that it would be some '
weeks or months befofe the date of the
re-opening of the Club could be decided™.

From that moment both sides played their cards
to secure the quickest and the best results, the
republican forces showing-parficular vigour and activity
in setting the ﬁace in the race for survival and

. supremacy, which by reason of their entrenchment, or

because of it, became 1mperative. The motto "To
survive or perish" was most applicable in their case.

Obviously tﬁe Provisional Government desired the: latter.

_course to happen, as by that means the ground would be

frea for them to exploit in the interest of the Treaty.
The prevailing situation gave rise to the question:
Was the task an easy one to secure, in view of the

essumption of authority shown and wielded by the I.R.A.
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in Dublin and in other parts of Ireland? Time would

answer that guestion,

Bvery move taken by one side or the other was put
to advantage by the other by means of counter-moves,
designed for the purpose of gaining & deciaibn on the
relative issues involved, fAny course was possible then,
if the strange and startling incidents that were |
happening around us could be taken as a true index of
the possibilities and potentialities of danger betokened.

.Innumerable reports of strange happenings in the country

were becoming quite serious and of frequent occurrencse,

so grave indeed as to warrant the assumption that bigger

moves were to follow in rapid succeselon. Where those

moves would lesad to, none could forsee or propliesy.
Suffice to saj that the pace gquickened dally as the Treaty
forces and the I,R. A, forces activated a-;ccording to set
pian or improvised purpose to make their preserve felt

in the then threatening aituatio#. There was enough and,
to spare of activity in Dublin alone to casmse concern for
either sides, but of major importance to the Treaty forces
was the immediate menasce which the continued occupation of
the Pour Courts, Fowler Hall and other buildings by the

I.R. A, . seemed to imply.
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Chalgter 260

Bonmbshell as the violation of the paot was, it was
of slight significance in comparison'to the one that was
timed to explode some twelve days later -~ the bombsghell
that was to usher in ihe advent of a eivil war - that
"fratricidai{etrife", that "wsr of brothers" - €o avoid
which the pact waa.éolemnly‘conaummated. It, the
beginning of the Civil War, céme about following a sequence
of events}that were both startling in their nature as they
were extraordinary in fheir character, Whatever other
causes or other motives, the main reasoh for the
initiation of the civil war centred round and had theilr
bearing in the Four Courts. BEritish pressure was very
strong. British politicians and the British Press
demanded that alstrong hand should be used to prevent its
continued occupation - that the L R.A. should be ejected
from the place., Eventually @ something happened to set

the machinery in motion for the attack to commence,

It started in a very small and & strange way from a
point far removed from the actusl bullding. A very, what
might be termed, ordinary raid by I.R.A, was being
conducted at a motoring esteblishment 1n.Ehggot Street.

During the course of the raid Treaty forces appeared on

'the scene in great strength, and without further ado

seized the I,R, A, Officer Commandant Leo Henderson.

It was declared in I.R. A circles at the time that the
raiding party acted under orders which precluded them from
using their arms other-than for intimidation purposes.

The incident produced results the direct apposite to that
intended, for soon after the I.R;A..retaiiated.by
arresting one of the Treaty Officers, Commandant General
"Ginger" 0'Connell, and detained him as a hostage for
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Henderson. These incidents caused a wild furore in
both armed camps; so important were they considered to -
be as to almogt out-rival any other ﬁilitant events so
far, Bach of them was capable of‘auﬁplying enéugh
tinder to the fire that was alrqu& élight, and the

passiomns that had been aroused, to cause an extensive

'conflagration. There was also enough inflammastory

material present to force an 1ssue on the duel that was
being fought out on the gquestion of rightful suthority
and to exploit which any excuse might be regarded as
sufficient to avail of a minor apportunity in order to

secure a major advantage.

These hsppenings also caused a stepping ﬁﬁsin
activities of the respective forces. The I.R.A. forces
péﬁticularly re-acting to the sitqation'in éuch:a way, as
to afford proff that they were unylelding to the demands

made by the Treaty slde for the liberation of O Gonnell,

While putting forward counter-demands for the return of
thelr officer Henderson. Viewed then in thelr purely
military aspect these demands and counter~demands
represented more than mere incidents; actually they
could be regarded as ultimatums for other and probably _
greater military courses of action, Here was a situation
that was pregnépﬁ with forebodings of very serious

consequences to either ome or both of the forces

involved in what appeared to be a gigantic tussle to

dominate a: position by the.&pplication of might and fixed
ideas of a "No surrender' policy to guide the course of
events as they were ér éértended to be at the time.

While these thinge were going on and perhaps because of
them, events of no lesser importance were being ghaped
behind the scenes, especially among the rank and file of
the I.R.A.  Their re-actions to the new situation could”

be gummed up in such & way as to suggest that such things
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were bound to happen - they are inevitable. Better to
face up to them now whatever the dangers or the

congequences,

We knew not how the ordinary members of the Treaty
forcea‘regaéded,theae tidings, but we héd resason tbl
essume that their attitude was similar to ours, and that
they viewed-the.matter in no different light.

Furthermore, we had enough eense to realise that they

were desirous of coming to deadly grips with us; that
they were impatient, as theyiware enraged, that the I.R.A.

stood in their way or in the working of the-Trehty, 3

knowing that if such happenings as these continued, and
the I.R.A. exercised any degree of effective authority
their prospects for coming on top would bé neither

eagy nor promising. In the long run they should have %o
grapple with the "Four Courts crowd", the “Ippregulars®.
But the question was: How gould it be done better than
in this way? Wh.v nét have a show. down now?

‘Both sides had by then stepped up in actﬁfity and
were showlng & certain amount of sggressiveness and martis
spirit in pursult of their respective policies to win
through. That was no less noticeable with the Treaty
forces as tﬁeir adversaries the I.R,A. 3udging by the
many exciting episodes in which either were parties to.
The Treaty forces as the gelf-acclaimed "Regular" forges
(which title the I.R. A. disputed) gave many exsmples of
their "martial spirit" when oﬁ aeveral occasions they
tghot-up” the Fowler Hall during their fast-motorised
éscapaﬁeé, at one time wounding an I, R.A. msn as hewas
leaving the‘hﬁilding. 8o serious had things become
that the permanent . guard epprehended am onslaught, many
glarms having beén raised that such was a possibllity.
Then agein, the Treaty forces had I,R.A. halls under
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survelllance by means of an intelligence system

reminiscenf of other people and of other times.

The Four' Courts éuring.that time was a veritable
fortress.,  Armed gﬁards were always on duty at the
entrancesg, windows and other vantage points. They,
Headquartera staff, workers and technicians, lived and
had their being there, New designations were added to
our military vocabulary - the Four Courts garrison -
the Fowler Hall garrison, etec, and so on.  These
huildingé were prepared for é siege, barricaded,
aandbagged and fortified with rifles and an odd machine-
gun, the Courts particularly so. In other wprds,.it
resembled'm.miiitary establishment, Guards were posted
at regular periods, with full ceremonial and in strict

order. There was no entry.to or exit from it only by

the production of a pass ispued by the garrison 0/C,

unless in very special cases or exceptionally ﬁell—known
figures. BEverything concerning it, emanating from it
or centring round it was purely and principally militery;
nothing was left to chance, s a military post and
general Head@uarters. It also housed thé ﬁeréonnel of
other spécial.services —1trapsport, manitions, Belfast
boycott, engineering, armouring and so forth. In other
words, it was the core, the very essence of IR A,

activity and of I.R. A, administration.

The men comprising that "garrison" were drawn from
the Dublin Brigade, of various Companies, and engaged in
different spheres of activities besides military
personnel.- motor drivers, mechanics, fitters, engineers
and tradesmen, and professions of varying denominations,
'and'those with none, doctors and chemistis, Unlversity
graduates and teachers, butchers, cooks, labourers, énd

types and grades beyond description. They were not all
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picked men, in the strictest sense of the word, as in an

army like oubs, not all men could giée all their time in
that way, bﬁt generally the speéial type were selected for
and engaged in the work, priority in many cases being
given to such men who hed the time and the aptitude for |
the allotted tasks. Possibly every unit, company and
battalion, was repreaepted there, some in a large or a
small way, as was found fit or proper. Qur own “C"
Compsny was. represented by Sedn Myler, William Gannon,
William Bannon, Seén Corcoran and Con Mnlliéan. Bach
Company was responsible: when transferring men to the "Four
Courts garrison" to supply each with a rifle, revolver and
ammunition for same, Thus the garrison was armed; thus it

became the best armed and best eguipped unit in the

‘Dublin Brigade. Few, if any, units could claim to be so

well contained, armed and.eqnipped as it., Indeed it could
be said of most Companies that in transferring the men they
bore twofold losses - men and materials - which we had
perforce to bear at a time when n3£“on1y men but materials
were of equal neceseity outside the Courts. Thus the

same process of tramsferring mmition from Companies.
started in 1919 continued. How we envied the Four Courte
éarrison? How often had officere, of our first Battelion,
groused over the tramsaction, by which we were:being
drained of our resources, with little, if any prospect of
making good. our 1ogsea; although in the main we: were never
adverse to supplying them during the former guerilla
campaign, a s we had little need for their use in Dublin
then. But, during 1922, for more reasons than one, we
would have eppreclated possessing more than we: could
gfford to tramsfer instead of being left with a
miscellaneous assortment of guns, Groanings-and moaning,
however, went unheeded; posslbly they were not taken
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notice of at all, and many a Company Captain had to
suffer in patience - all the while carryihg on, and

. obeying orders which had to be obeyed in any event

*for the sake of the caﬁse“.

These things had long since resolved themselves
when events of a more serious and dangerous nature
occurred - the order to battle was sounded, and both

armed camps were thrown into the throes of civil strife.
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