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Statement by George: Fitzgerald,

15, Inverness Road, Fairview.

Company Armaments:

Following the re-organisation of the Volunteers on the

general release of prisoners from English Jails and

‘Internment Camps: I joined "A" Company of the first -

Battalion, Dublin Brigade, at a meeting in Columcille Hall.
I was very friendly with Joe Dolan, Mick lcGee, Peadar

Breslin and Peadar McNulty, and through their influence I

became associated with the Volunteer movement.  When "A"

Company was: re-organised Liam Carroll became its 0.C. with
Peadar Breslin and. Se&n O'Duffy Lieutenants. Weekly
drills and parades were held in Columcille Hall. The

Cbmpény was approximately IOd‘strong at the time. The

~ Company was not long re-organised when steps were: taken to

arm and equip it. Ways and means were consideréd to
procure arms and the general view was that-Volunteers'should.
be on the look out for sources from which rifles, revolvers
and amminition could be obtained and should get all
particulars: they could and inform their Company Officers.
Initidlly the bulk of our Company armamentSaéame from
Wellington Barracks. Liaison was established between a
Volunteer of'the Company and a British soldiler. It
happened in this way. - In the Company we had three
brothers: called Coles, Althougn these men didn't parade
frequently like the majority of the Company membérszthey
proved themselves of estimable value by being able to
contact soldiers. One day one of the Coles-wént to a

Whippet Meeting at Shelbourne Park. There he met a
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British soldier ahd, in the .course of conversation, the
o soldier said to Cole: "I fancy a certain dog for the next
race. Unfortunately, I haven't anything to put on it
because I have been loosing all day®, He: told Cole to
" back it. Cole backed it both for himself and for the
soldier. The dog won and this cemented their friendship.
Out of that Gole broached the subject of getting arms out'
of Wellington Barracks where the soldier was'statione&.
Tﬁis soldler according to himself was in the Army against
his wishes. He had no intention of fighting, if he
possibly could avoid it, and as he had lost his busipess
he had made up his mind he was going to make money anyway
he could. This gave Cole the:opportgnity he was looking
for. He put it up to the soldier to supply rifies at a
price. - Cole reported all this back to the Company and
. was told to go ahead and make whatever arrangements were
necessary and that he would be regarded as the chief
- contact man. - A short time later word came through that
he would be in a position to deliver rifles to us on a‘
certain night. On that night 2 number of us went down
the canal and at an appointed time the soldier handed over a
couple of rifles. On the: next evening money for the
rifles was given to Cole who passed it to the soldier.
Following the: first delivery many more rifles_were procured
in this way. I cannot say how many in all we got from
. this soldier but thé number. was quite considerable. In
fact, he became very daring in the end. On one particular
occasion he stole the rifles from the guardroom while the
guard wanas&eép. There were eight rifles this time.
Another night Cole called to my house as I was: going to bed
and asked me to come along.ﬁith him to Parkgate Strset as:
he had got word that there was a chance of picking up some

armaments there. Accompanied by the: three Cole brothers
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T went along-tb-Parkgate Street.l Wefmet there the

soldier from Wellington'Ba}racks at the end of Parkgate St.
and Infirmary Road, -He toid me there was a chance of
getting a few rifles from the guard who Weferto go on late
duty that night. He stated that‘a‘pél‘of his would be one
of the guard, and that his: pal would take -a chance in
disarming the: guard at a certain time if we were prepared to
take a chance of helping on-the outside. He explained that
a Sergeant and; I think, eight men would be on duty, and
that the rifles if procured would be passed through &
window which  locked out on Infirmary Road. Our danger-

would be from the Sentry on the Main Gate, who, if he came

‘out on the footpath, would have: control over that window,

or  from officers or soldiers coming in on mate=pa§ses.

We agreed to take the risk, and ﬁewleft us to tell his pal
to go ahead, stating that he would see me in about half an
hour at & particular place up the road. We separated to
take up different positions. I should have mentioned that
one of the Coles had a horse and cart with & brush and
shovel, acting as if he was a Corporation night worker

and pretendiﬁg to work along the road, After some -‘time

I got a sﬁgnal.from the soldier (a whistle of & certain
tune:) and had a further chat with him. He: said he had got
in touch with his pal? but as the guard had only gone on.
duty about a gquarter of an hour there would be nothing
doing for at least an hour. and his. pal would give us a
signal from the inside. It was the usual custom to
Inspect the guard in about an hour, and.wﬁen the inspectibn.
was. over: they generally madé.themselveszcomfortable and soon
were fast asileep. As: there was.éometime to wait he
invited me into the barr#cks. Apparently he knew the
sentry on duty and passed me in as one of his pals,

stating he was: going to his room to get something for me.
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We: had a look around the place and in one of the rooms I
found 100 rounds of rifle ammunition in c¢lips,which I

pocketed.. _As it was coming near the hour we decided to
leave. He hadi arranged that I would say good night to
him at the gate and that he would keep chatting with the

sentry to distract his attention. We parted at the gate.

I made: my way-as if to go down. to Parkgate, after some

distance c¢rossed the roed and under cbver<got back up on the
other sdide. We: were now ready for the signal. After
about ten ﬁinutes it came. We: got silently‘to the window,
cut the wire netting and with the help of the soldier

insiide pushed up the window. Ihe-guafd were asleep.

He: handed out the—Sergeﬁnt“S rifle, but unfortunately some

" of the: guard became restless and the soldier inside fearing

one of them would wake up closed the window, lay down and
pretended to bé asleep. He' waited sometime, but as the
guérd continued to be restless we decided to abandon any
further attempt and get clear away. This particular

window was: soon afterwards briéked up and T believe that.

guardroom was never used again.

Next morning we: saw the Sergeant being marched down
the quays under an escort evidently to stend trial for the
loss of his: rifle ete. Ironically enough one of his

escort was the soldier from Wellington Barracks who had

. planned the whole thing.

Sometime: following this information reached us
through Diarmuid Crowley (who was later a Republican Judge)
that two rifles could be got easily, if we acted quickly, in
the house: of a Mr. .. at Donnybrock - that this man
was: very pro-British and that he: believed that he was going
to hand the rifles into the Police Barracks on the

following day for safe custody. Three of us drove to: the

€
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house. of this.man on a side car, Peé&af*Breslin dressed as
a Military Offlcer, Peadar Healy and myself adonted the
pose of G. MEn.' When we called at the house we were
invited in an&.expmalned to-the owner that we had come‘to
collect thefrifles-as we: thought that if they were left
with him any longer they woulld be raided for by the Sinn
Féiners, and toIdihim we: were: now there to take them into
safe custody. He received us very well and his:
housekeeper went down to the kitchen: and brought up the
two. rlfles in a sack and put them on the dickey of the
jaunting car that we had hired. " We told the owner that 1f
he called to the: Poliice Barracks at Donnybrook in the
morning he would. get a receipt.: Evidently he-must have.
eelledibecause ; few days. later the.police'puﬁliShed a ‘
twanted® notice for us in their gazette "Hué and Cry"
éiving ;ery accurate déscriﬁtions of the.fhrée of ﬁs;

- We were-neser=arrested As Donnybrook was outside our
area the Battalion Staff of that area were very annoyed
that we should have raided in their district. The matter
was smoothed out by Pea&ar-claﬁcy. A short time after
that Diarmuid Crowley again told us where:ﬁe could pick
up anothef rifle from a friend of his. This: time Peedar
Healy and myself went to the house in question and the owner
gave us the rifle without asking any questions. A rather
amusing incident happened on the way back. I wore a long
coat, with‘sPecially prepared inside pockets, made
specially for carrying‘rifles. ' The rifle in guestion was
so‘long tﬁat the barrel of it went through the bottom
lining of tﬁe cost. As we were nearing ColumcilleAHall'we

met a policeman (who ineidentally was detailed to keep .

a

observation on the place). Hé- evidently saw the barrel

. of the rifie protrudlng through the coat as he: said,

"Goodnight lads. Thatt's a dangerous bit of iron you have
l_ -
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theref, With that he passed on. This: policeman was
friendly to us as he often passed on very useful

information.

Dr,-Jim Ryan provided me with two rifles on another
occasion, When he was House Surgeon in Jervis Street
Hospital he had rifles and ammunition there. As the
héépitaﬁ.was being frequented by military he became very
worried in case the guns: would be discovered. . This would
mean a general raid on the hosﬁital which he didn't want.
T happened to meet him in & shop in Capel Street.‘ He
expliained his: pesition to me. As I was wéaring my long
coat with the special pockets, I told him I would meke his
mind easy at once. I accompanied him back to Jervis St.
I tooklover-the rifles from him in his private ropm in the
hospital, put thé rifleé inside my coat and took them to a
place of éafety. ’

! By the end of 1918 the Company was very dtrong in
arms. Practically every man was issued with either a

rifle or a revolver..

Ammunition taken frb@?Do&d*sQof Smithfield:

On Saturday the 22nd June 1918 instructions reachsd
us from Michael Staines that a big supply of ammunitiﬁn _
 from Belfast had reached@ Dodds, Grain Merchants, in
Smithfield and that the ammanition was to be.cleared by the
Volunteers straight away. K.smalllparty of Volunteers
from my Company were rounded up and ordered to Smithfield.
When we got there:wezstarted_emptying sacks of oats and
retrievingrsmallisacks of ammunition from them. Though
we worked late .into the Aight we weren't able'to empty all

. the sacks and only portion of the ammunition was cleared .

As’ the ammunition came from the. sacks it was laid one side,

H
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then taken by some of the Volunteers to a nearby yard.
Thisleﬁtailéd a.lqt of work and én account oflthe small
number of Volunmeers:éngaged the: job remained unfinished
that night.‘ On the following day. the Police and Military
raided the place and evidently took over the rest of the
stuff. .I cannot say how many rounds of ammunition we

took over but T do believe that a8 considerable amount was

' seized by the police, A.few days later we returned to

McEvoy®s yard, packed the ammunition there and left it
ready for-distribution by Michael Staines who was then .

Quartermaster General.

ﬁaidton Collinstown:

During the.yeér'EQIQ a number of .the Volunteers ..
from MA" and “"F" Compeny were employéd on constructional work
at Collinstown Aerodrome. From‘observations made these men
reported to their Company Headquartefs that it should not he
a wvery difficult matter to raid the mdlitary guard and
secure their arms and ammunition. As.a.reéult plaﬁsfwére
&rawﬁ up for- the proposed raid and submitted to Brigaae;'
Headguarters. Briéade Headiquarters considered that this
Wgul&fbe_a.very_imgqrt&nt raid and would require very
careful. planning and decided that they would refer the
ﬁatter—to G.H.Q. for theif-aﬁvicg. After considerable

discussion between th&'Brigade, GﬁHﬂQ. and the men

responsible for undertaking the job a certain plen was

arrived at and it was decided to raid the Aerodrome on the
20th March, 1919. ﬁ'nuﬁber-of‘Volunteers were selected
from "A" and "“F" Compénies tqgether-with'specially picked
men from the Dublin Brigade. Roughly the plan was that we
would be taken to the vié;nity of the aerodromé in a
number of cars. Oné party was to ﬁake the guard-room from

the rear and the other from the .front, while other men
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selected from their mechanical. knowledge: were to go to a

- . transport shed and put the cars there out of action. My
particular-job was to lead the raid‘with Breslin from the
rear and principally to Yook after two Watchdogs - Airedales-
that we. knew were there. Incidentally it had been
arraﬁged befdrehand that these dogs would be given some
type of siOWkpoisoning. T was told that the dogs had been
given thelpoison but they were very muqh alive when 1
faced them. The raid was arranged so that we should reach
the Aerodromé before the moon would have risen. | Through
some mishap one of the cars. broke down on the way and thé
enﬁire-party didn*t assemble in Collinstown until at
iéaét one hour laiér than the appointed time and at this
time the moén was well up. In any case when.ali the
Volunteers were assembled our party set out to carry out
its particular part in the raid. Owing to the moonlight

X 8%% particular end of the job was-made difficult. - We

} - had to advance over 200 yards practicaliy in the open.

As we édvqnced we could see the lighted gﬁardroom window
which faced us.. Had any one of the guards been looking
out that window at that particular time I am afraid there
would be few of us left to tell the tale. Howeaver,
Breslin and myself, with the others-ciosejbehind, made

the back of the guardroom safely. As I was about to‘hit
the back door of the guardroom, having to pass through a
wicket gate, one of the dogs ran at me. I had been used
to dogs and, although preparesd with a knuékle-duster knife to
use on them.insfea& of a gun, I decided to chance patting
him.. We: had been told Before going on the job that these
dogs had been trained not to touch anyone in uniform.

. I had been dressed in aﬁrofficers’ uniform, and perhaps

| that was the reason he suddenly-turned around and went back

to his kennell although growling guietly. The delay was ohly
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Vthe:matten~of séconds. I should mention that a.nuﬁber of
v ‘ us were dressed in Bf;tiSh Militarf Uniform. A3 both
parties reachéd the guard-room they entered it'simultaneously
from the back and the front and took-the guard completely
by surprise. I was. the first toAénter*by therbackdoor;
and as I was dressed in the unifor@ of a British Military
Staff Offiéer ﬁembers of the guard who were lying down
jumped up: and saluted me. fhey séon realised their
mistake when they saw’ the place créwded with civilians'ﬁho
called on them to put up their hands. They of fered no
resistance and they were taken to a. nearby . room Where their
nands were tied behind their backs, They were made lie
down on the floor and their feet were tied to a rack on
the wall. Wnile this was happening the rifles and
ammunition were being taken from tﬁe guard-room and brought
. | out to the waiting cars., - The wholé operation went off
satisfactorily resultiﬁg in the'capture=of ) ?iﬂles and
}' - ~ some thousands of roﬁnds of ammnition. The captured rifles
| and ammmition were driven out to the Nortn County Dublin
and taken over:by the local VolunteerS'therg. *‘ﬂ'Compgny

subsequently received 25 of the eaptured rifles.

lntelligénce work in England:

Barly infseptembér 1919, F met Brlgadlet Dick McKee.

During that May I had many personal contacgg”!;TPeadar
Claney's shop in Talbot Street. In tlie course of
converéation he told me that he had received instrgctions
from Michael Collins, actiﬁg on behalf of the:Exeéutive
Council of D&il Eireann to select a few men who would be
prepared to undertake special Intelllgence work. He

. explained that the. work would be dangerous as it WOuld

involve a lot of travelling especially to England, carrying

important decuments, obtaining special information about
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responsible enemy people and places;énd various other |

- - @efails;and if once captured'there'wéuldnbe little chance

. of escape for the personnel,conce?ned owing to the
ineriminating evidence likely to be found. He also stated
that my name wasi:mentioned as: & possible officer who would be

‘ suitéhle for the ﬁork, if I'woﬁldLbe prepared to volunteer,
He requested me to conéider the matter and let him know
later. I told him I didn"t need any time to consider the
matter and. that my serviceS'were-alwaysvavailqble;if
required, but if possible I should like to be given'
sufficient time to resign from my job. ﬂ He told ﬁe he
woukd report back to Michael Collins: and was sure that they
would let me know in due course and give me sufficient
time to do as I wished. He also gave me to understand
that initially & few men would be selected to form the
nucleus: of an Ihtelligence-Section which would later develop

into a G.H.Q. Intelligence Squad.

! Sometime afterwards I Wasyinformea by messenger on a
Friday.afternoon to report that night to the Chief of staff,
Dick Mulcahy, at Parnell Square, at, I.thihk, No. Lk.
When I met the Chief of Staff that: night there was also
with him Liam Tobin and Mick McDonald. The Chief of |
Staff explained that it had been decided to send the three
of us to London and that we were to start the following
morning. He outlined in general éhe nature of the work
but told us that Liam Tobin would be in charge and would be
able to give us more details. I cannot recollect what.
precisely our aim was, We: were simply to ?ct on the
: instructions: of Liam Tobin and he was to contact Sem
S Maguire in L&ndon. We: were: further instructed that we
were not to correspoh& wiﬁh anybody at home ﬁhilelwe were: in
f' Englaﬁd and we wéfe;not to disclose to anybody where we were

going. Wezléft the foilowing morning, .
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In London we contacted Sam Maguire who was 0,C. of
Britain. We stayed in the house of the sister of Dr. Mark
Ryan who lived in Jéffrey’s Road, Sff Stockwell Road,
Clapham. Our-phief 5ob in London was to familiarise
ourSélvés:with the then Ministers éf the.British Cabinet,,
their haunts, habits etc. We were: to attend any meetihgs
at ﬁhich they were tabled to speak,dr,any-function at
which they Were.to attend. In addition we were to get anyf
information we could about the geography of Whitehall,
especially No. 10 Downing Street. After about a fortnight
of this§work Mick MacDonald left us; and returned to Dublin.

Following the escape of the prisoners from
Manchester: Jail. on the 26th October, Michael Collins came to
London. We: met him and he walked round London with us,

and in thé.couréezof our walk we had a good look at

8

Scotland Yard and the principal Government offices in

Whitehall. Heetold’us.gll about the escape from Manchester
5&11 and how everything had gone §f£ successfully., We
jokingly said to him, "These fellows are able-to go home
now, when ére we: going to get home?t% . He told us there
was every possibility of a truce a@d with luck we might be
back for Christmas. Unfortunately, owing to the action

of the Gealway County Council and the Rev. Fr. M. O'Flanagan
making statements; to the effect,I think, that we were |
nearly beaten, the British Government decided instead of
offering peace: terms to intensify the campaign against us.
By this time our work was becoming very monotonous. We
were getting tired hanging round having very little to do.
We were asked from time to time tolget information
concerning some matter that G.H.Q. at. home was interested in.
For example, if a political meeting, banguet etc. was to be

held and was to be: addressed by some member of the Cabinet,
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one of us was to go there and report on the Minister who
addressed the: meeting an& say what precautions were taken to
guafd?him, his method of getting te: the meeting and getting
away from it. This procedure was followed at any
politicali meetings held in the.vicinity of London.” On one
occasion,I'travelled to Colchester and was present at an
"Oyster- Banguet" at which the Prime Miniéter‘(Lond George)
was the'pfincipél_speaker. This information would be
conveyed back to Dublin through Sam HMaguire. We

returned to Dublin a week before Christmas.

On New Year's Day an appointment had been made for me
to meet Dick Mulcahy and Mich&el.Collins at Cullenswood
House. I was appointed there and then to organise Dick
Mulcahy*s D&il Eireann Cbnséituency for-the D&il fireann
Bonds. - His;aréa,was|northwesm Dublin. My WorkAgenerally
was: to sell these bonds and collect thé-money and. meet the.
different suborganisers for the-afea,'take.the money and
hand it oﬁer to Dathy O*Donoghue who: was a Trustee for
D&il Bonds at the time, My -work 6n_Déil Bonds wés
terminated by Dick Mulcahy some six weeks later, He told
me to hand in my resignation and réport to him. T met

him at the National University. He told me he wanted me

'to proceed to London on a special job. I raised several

objections: which he overcame, and decided he would also send
Joe Leonard to help me. He gave me a cheque for Eﬂﬁ, I
Wa$‘to give £2 O of this to Joe Lecnard and both of us ﬁere
to rig ourselves out with new clothes:. He said "This time
I want you to send me back reports of the infbrmaéion you
get concerning Ian MacPherson." MacPherson ﬁaa at that

time Chief Secretary for Ireland. Therinformapion required
concerned his: clubs, hiéthaunts, his home address, whether he

resided there or not and to be able to identify him at any

time. We spent a fortnight in London. I succeeded in
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obtaining most of the'partigularsﬁi had been asked to

v ' - obtain, T shadowed MacPherson for déys-having-identified.
him from his photographs. 'iILwés.hélped in my mission by
some of Sam Maguire's men and in a short time I had a
compmete report of all the possible places that MacPherson
was: likely to be got. ~We had several addresses for him |
but eventuslly traced him to one place where he more or
less;permanenﬁly resided.. This place was not far from
Westminster. We kept watch on the place and noted the
time that he usuélly arrived there and departed from it.
This informafion was: conveyed to Dublin through Sam Maguire.

Joe Leonard and myself returned home about a fortnight later.
Attemgted Rescue of Robert Barton:

Robert Barton,who was: a prisoner in Mountjoy Jail,
- " was taken on the 12th February, 1920 to bublin Castlg for:
' trial. It was decided that, on his return journey to the
& jail. an attempt would be made to effect his réscue at
BerkeYey Street. A. number of Volunteers met at Parnell
Square undér'the eommanq‘§f Peadar Clancy. He explained
ﬁOW'fhe héld'up-was to take place.  The plan was simple.
At the junction of Nelson Street and Berkeley Street two
Velunteers would be in readiness with & hand-barrow and
long pole. Oﬁhreceﬁving &'signal:that the MiIitar& car
was cofning near they were to push the‘bafrow‘and pole out
into the main roa&.and‘block progress. The remainder of
the Vdiunteers would. be in readiness to jupp on the car
and effect. the rescue. Aﬁout a quarter of an hour before
the car was due to arrive we tock up our positions. When
we received  the signal the car was on its way we got into
position to hold it up. At the critical moment a tram
arfived simultaneouély with'the car, thus effecting a

compllete hold up. -We went over to the military car and
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saw that 1t only contained a Britiéh Officer, a military

. prisoner and the driver.. The party were told tg put up

- their hands. They were searched and we found they were not

armed.  One: of our ‘party had an automatic revolver and as
he put it in his pocket with the séféty cateh off & shot
was: released and it wounded him in the leg. TheeMilitar§
Officer remarked to me, "That shot 1s not from our pafty".
_I.said. "It's all right; . I understand the position'.
I shouldthaﬁe mentioned that it had been arranged. for Mick
MacDonnell to be at the scene with'a motor cycle and sidecar
to take Barton away. fnstead of Barton, hoﬁever, we: put
the wounded man into the: sidecar and he was: conveyed to &
house: owned by Malones where: & doctor attended him and
subseguently he waS:broﬁght to Jervis Street where he

remained for a considerable time.

Raid on the B. and I. Sheds, North‘Wall;r

Information reached the Brigade that a large guantity

e

of ammunition was expected to arrive on one of the B. and I.
Boats: at the: North Wall on February, 19th, 1920, Picked
Voiunteers from the Dublin Brigade:were detailed to \'
assemble at 3rd Battalion Headquarters at a house in
Brunswick Street. - We went therélénd were: addressed by
Peadar: Clancy who told uélthat the‘job on that night was &

" raid on the B. and I. Sheds. He detailed us to take up
certain positions, Some were to raid the sheds, others
were: to hold up certain policemen who were on that beat or
any other suspicious people who might be connected with the
military or police in the vieinity. Whenlthe arrangements'
wereafinally diséussed we set out from Brunswick Street and
reached South Wall in a short time. Cherlie Dalton and

. myself were given the particular job of holding up the two

policemen on that beat, It was unnecessary, however, because

they didn*t come near us. A party of Volunteers broke into
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the sheds and having searched them found that no ammunition
~was: stored there, The raid was then called off and the -
Voluhpeers~were»told to disperse. 4s crowds of Volunteers
were making their way home cafrying their arms a British
tender suddenly swooped on three of them in Ma®lboro'! Street
area. Mick Kelly, Phil Leddy and Jack Shaw were taﬁen into
custody. .Wheh.i.saw that my comrades were taken away in
the Military car I made ny Waj home seeing that I could do
nothing. As I got near the Rotunda I heard shooting in the
direction of College Green. T learned later that one D.M.P.
man had’ been shot dead and one wounded and that Paddy
McGrath who was on the raid that nibht had also been wounded.
This I might mention was the first serious c¢lash that took
place: between the British Military and the ILR.A. I was
staying in lodgings at that time in the house of Mr. Kelly,
* - Manor St., whose son had been one of the men taken away
- that nlght. As I anticipated a raid by the British
¢ . Military I warned the people of the house and dumped a number
of guns which I had with me in a henhousé st the end of the
garden together with documents and correspondence that I
had taken from the house of Mrs. Wyse Power. My
anticipation proved correct as about 3 .a.m. a lorry pulled
up outside the house. I made mj way oui and got over the
garden wall and lay down on the top of the next wall. The.
military search party went .through all my belongings in my
bedroom and having found nothing of consequence there
searched the.hen:house outside. I had a view of all this
from the wall. They discovered the documents but didn"t
take: the guns. When the raid was’ over I returned to m&
room. This house was constantly raided afterwards, but
luckily I happened to be away in London or elsewhere at the

particular times. Subsequently I had to leave as it

became toe dangerous.
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Burning of Income Tax Office in Berésford Place:

On the night of 2nd April, 1920, I sauntered into
il Parnell Square where: a meeting ﬁas;in progress between
Dick McKee;-Pea&ar Clancy, Paddy Houlihan end other .
officers. -They were: discussing arrangements fbr the
burning of v&ri;us income tax officesi throughout the city.
"I was told that before I arrived the question of burning
the Income Tax section in the Custom House had be§n under -
discussion, and that it was decided it would not be
feasible to do it. Then the question of Beresford Placel
was mentioned. | LikeJthe Custom HQuse,iﬁ also had been
cancelled. In a joke I said to Dick McKee, "It would not’
be- hard to do Beresférd Place. What went wrong with the
plans®*? He said that the officer assigned to the job had
apparently decided to go sick at the:last moment, and
passing over a large bundle of repérts,said; "Ha§e=a‘look
- at tﬂem and see can you make head or tail of them", After
scarining through the reports T said, "No, theyAare too
involved, but surely there could have been & simpler plan
devised"®, Some of the others said, "Forget about it.
We have no time now to go into other- plans®. Dick McKee,
noticing that I was still thinking about it said, "Sﬁrely
you are not thinking-of taking on the job". My reply was,
*T would like to have a look at thé-y&ace and then I will
éive:you my answer". As the meeting was. finished I asked
Dick if he would come for a walk and have & look at it.
After inspecting thefpiace I asked him to obtain information
regarding thewtype_of locks on the main door. This he |
promised to do and let me knbw-the'followiﬁg day at 12
.o'clock. I met the Brigadier at 12 o'clock. He told me
the types. of locks: and I told him i would be prepared to go

. ahead with the job that night. He seemed amazed at such a

sudden decision, wanted to know what plans I could make in
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such a short time and if he could give any heip.' I said

my plan was simple and all I wanted was to be supplied with
é long and a short crowbar and that I wéuld select my men
from "A" Company of the lst Béttaliqn who wére known as

*The Forty Thieves®. I went around and piéked my men and
told them to report at L)y Parnell. Square that night. We
arrived on the job exactly at 9 p.m., carrying petrol and
two crowbars; which we had brought from Parnell Sguare. Joe
Dolan and myself haﬁ the two crowbars., We walked up to the
door, inserted the crowbars between the 1ocks§ pressed on
the door and it-openéd without any'difficulty. The remainder
of the party who had céme along in pairs entered the '
building. Three men.were.alfeady told off to each floor

to collect. all documents, place them in the middle of the
floor apd‘sprinkle them with petrol. When this was done
all men assembled in the hall and one man was detailed to
light each floor in ‘turn, starting from the top floor.

The fire got going immediately and we left the building

satisfied that our job was well done.

I may add that what we fgiled to destroy, the Fire
Brigade ruined with water as some of our members, were

attached to it,

Sir Hamar Greenwood:

Sir Hamar Greenwood replaced Ian MacPherson &s Chief
Secretary for Ireland early in April, 1920. On the day
that the ﬁountjonyunger-Strikérs:were.released I was at
Mount joy arranging somé matters.in connection with their
release, I had previously got into the prison and
. ’delivered'a méssage to Peadar Clancy who was in charge of
the hunger strike.. Word was sent to me by Liam Tobin to

meet him on the following’evening at .30 at Vaughan's Hotel,
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When. I arriﬁed there he told me that I was to proceed to
Sunderland in the north of England that evening and find
out all T could.about the new Chief Secrétary,,sir Hamar
Greenwood who was at that time standing for re-election
in his home constituency. I was ﬁéld thet if I attended
“the Election meetings T would possibly get all the
information I wanted. On the following day at 1 p.m.
AI reached' my destination in Sunderland. T found that
practicéllyrevery hotel wasabooke@ out but by tipping a
waitress with a few shillings I got a room to mysélf.
The eleémion campaign was-in:full swing at the time
which accounted for the crowding of the hotels. I started
to feel my way around for the first day anq then discovered
that two of Greenwoodws:Election.Agents.wefe stopping in.
the same hotel. , iigét_ihto éhat with them and one of
them, known as Captain Snow, mentioned that he had been
. in America and’ had worked there during the Presidential
Campaign. Having been born in America and knowing
something about places éround New Jersey 1 startéd to ask
him guestions about America and from what T could gather
the man had never been in America and this was all a game
of bluff on his part to convince the ﬁeople inathe hotel.
— However, this mitual knowledge of Americe cembted a great
friendship between us. .ﬁe believédlthat.l was a full-
blown American ass I professed to be then when I Kknew he
knew nothing about-American placesi He invited me up to
his;CommitteeeRoomé. T told him I was very interested as
I was; passing through on a holiday and would like to see
how elections. were carried out in England. He took me
out'to'éinner the next day and told me practically all the
information he had and which I wisﬁed to know about

: G&genwood. " He disclosed everything to me. One evening
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. . - after that he invited me to-heér Sir Hamar- speak, I

- accompahig&.him to the meeting, and after the meeting was
over-he brought me along to the platform and introduced me:
to Sir Hamar and his wife. He gave me a pass to admit nme-
to any other meetings that were to be held. With this:
free access I was able to closely watch Sir Hamar's Body
Guard.. To my-surprise 1 recognised some of fhe:Scotland
Yard men whom I had previously seen in London. I got all
information possible about hié.cars, their numbers ete.,
the nﬁmbér'of body guard he had with him, where he was
staying etc. The only difficulty I had was getting

' photographs but eventuélly I got some in & sméll shop.
No photographs ever appeared in the newspapers.,. ‘,He got
very little publicity in the public press. 'I came: back
to Dublin some 10 days later, and handed in this

information. This was immediatelj given to Coliins.,

When. Greenwood took up his:appointﬁent.in Dublin
he brought with him the car. he used in Sunderland, toggther
with one or two of hiS-eécort cars. On the day following
his arrival he was travelling from the Vice-Regal Lodge '

" to Dublin Castle. On the way he was attacked bj members
of the Squad, I heard later that there was great
consternation over this with the: Castle authorities as
they could not understand how: Greenwood was Identified so
quickly seeing that he had only arrived in the country
thé evening before this attack was staged. i knew the
answer, Michael Collins ha&.paésed'on my Intelligehce

information to the squad. -

Shortly after Sir Hamar arrived in Ireland
information was: received to the effect that with other
high Military Officers he would attend a Military Sports

Meeting at Lansdowne Road. This was to be a Two-Day

Meeting and they were to attend on the second day. It was
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the oplnlon of the Director of Intelllgence (Mlchael Collins)
. , : that this event would prov1de an opportunlty of a large
\sca%e attack on. the principal heads of the Brltlsh
Authorities;’ It-was.eecided that myself and two other
Intelligenee%Officers:— Joe Dolan’an& Joe Guilfoyle - would
attend the meeting on the first day. The purnose of this
attendance was to 1nspect the layout of the whole place,
to note the entrances and exits, where Sir Hamar and his
.narty Wouldibe seated, the best metnod of attack and the
n0551b11it1es of escape after attack and also any other
useful 1nformat10n that could be obtained from Officers and
men present that day. We attended the meeting and spent
the afternoon mixing amongst the: small crowd present.
That evening we reported back to eu?'HEadquarters. I
furnisheé a rough sketch of the grounds, the nosition of
- the;stands, where Sir- Hamar and his*narty would be-seeted,_
| | the position of the entrances-and the exits. I also gave
a. report of the 1nformatlon I had plcked up in the course of
conversation with some Mllltary.Off;cers. This information
Jed me to believe that the place Weuld be elive on the
following day with armed forces and that elaborate
precautions would be taken to proteet Sir Hamar Greenwood
apd’ his friends. T formed the: opinion that.thetplaee
would be a regular death-trap if-they attempted.to carry
cut the attack. - Whiie they might;have succeeded in
killing some: of the members it wasfcertain that many of
themselves wouldflooee their lives and the remainder would
likely be captured because once the exits were cordoned off
there was: no hope of escape. The:: other two officers with
me were of the opinion,perhapé because of seeing a small
- number of military present and no precautions: being taken,
that it would be possible to carry out a raid. Having

glven our reports we were informed that the matier would be

r
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considered and that we would hear the final decision later
" : that night. That same night we were informed that it had
| veen decided to gb ahead with the: attack. All the
available members of ¢.H.Q, Tntelligence and Active Service
Units: were summoned and given details; of the plan.  They
were to report armed and as: respectably dressed as possible,
individually. at Lansdowne Boa& the following afternoon.
I still protested against the attack but bowed to superior.
orﬁers, As: I was the only one who lmew Sir Hamar and
some of his: body-guard, I was detailed to point them out to
our- members. In the course of strollihg about I passed
the information to thé Officers in charge of the groups - who
Sir Hamar was and whére he was: seated. It soon becane:
evident that the: place was bristling with armed men both in
civilian and Military attire. ALl exits inside.and outside
. . were cordoned off with armoured cars. Machine guns were
placed on every vantage point on the stands and on'the walls
'overlooking the grounds and no matter wherézyou.turned'you
were up against'armed men. Our Officers, principallleom
Callen who was in command; and Paddy Daly who was in charge:
of the Squad, soon realised the hopeless position and also
that their men were becoming restléss. They'were
completely out of place in such & Miiitary'body. I nad a
chat with the officer in charge 6f'opera£ions - Tom Cullen -
and after discussion he decided to call off the attack.
Word was passed to the officers to tell the men to dispersé
aﬁd leave the grounds as quickly as possible, A1l got
quietly away without arousing any suspicion and they
breathed a sigh of relief when they found themselves on the
road home. On the way back I had a chat with Paddy Daly
- who was in charge of the Squad and some of hiSaOfficerSQ
They all expressed, in no anertain terms, their opinions of

me: as an Intelligence Officer. They felt I was responsible
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for walking tﬁem into such a death-trap. I explained
that I had been strongly égainst any aﬁtempt to attack the
British Authorities in the beginning and that it was the big
shots who had ordered it to‘be carried out. To confirm
matters: I asked them to accompany me back to Intelllgence
Headquarters.. They dld and we met Liam Tobln and some
others. who had glven the dec1s¢on. It was: soon confirmed
that I had been very much against the plan énd had gone on the
job under protest. Having told Liam Tobin what they thought
about the decision they then left with the parting remark

to the effect that "We are ready at all times but give us

a fighting chance".

Raid on Kings Inns:

A Council meeting between Officers of the lst and
3rd Battallons: was held at ParnellISquare about the middle
of May, 1920, to consider the fea31bllity of raiding the
Military Guard at the Kings Inns., T was present at that
meeting and information was given that the armaments
consisted of approximately 1l rifles, ammunition, a Lewis
Gun and a Field Telephone. A.decision was taken to
raid the Guard. The time was fixed for the 31lst May, at

"L op.m, Pea@an*Clénéy appointed me to take charge. Plans
were discussed and positions which the various men would
take uplwere outlined on a blackboard. The eﬁecution
of the plan depénded on the type of day. " Our information
was: that in very sunny weather the guard_became very
. lackadaisical and went out around the grounds and basked
in the sun. It so happened that the 31st was not a sunny
day. I sent up a number of scouts but in view of the very
. conflicting reports: they brought back regardlng the

. , position of the guard Peadar Clancy and myself decided to
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postpone the raid'to the following day‘at the same time
- I should mention tha£ at that time I was a member;of G.H.Q{
'intelligence, On that. evening I reported back to Crow
- Streét and there met a number of Intelligence ahd Squad men.
T told them of the operation that ﬁhé timed for the
| following day and asked théem would they come along and take
pert: in it. They agreed immediately. ‘On. the 1st June:
men detailed to take paft in the'rﬁid aséembled at. Parnell
Square. T think it would .be ljJi Parnell Square. Our
arrangementé were very simple'for-the'capture of the arms.
A few minutes before 4 p.nm. one’of our ﬁen would go into
the Hall in Kings Fans. He would get. talking to the Sentry
(in the hall) and at the same time be: ready to hold him up
after we entered the front door, whiéh-was:timed to happen
at I p.m. exactly. By this time every member of the
. : raiding ﬁarty would have: taken up positions outside:.
Everything went off very well. As we entered the hallway
we: passed the Sentry and proceeded in the direction of the
guardroom. With would-be brief papers under our arms we
made enquiries from the sentry at the guardroom as to the
position of'some;office.in the buiiding. Simultaneously
as he replied we drew our guns and held him up, at the same
“time covering the guardroom. 'The~other°men who were.
covering us from the rear took 6ver the éovering of the
guard and lined them along the wall. At this stage we
encountered our first set back temporary though it was,
We saw to our dismay that the majbrity of" the rifles were
chained to thé racks, and locked. I picked out a young
soldier and asked him Who:had the keys. He pointed out
the soldier who was in possession.of.them. " With that the
- keys were handed over to us. In a Bhort time we found

ourselves in possession of 1l rifles, one Lewis Gun and a

i Y

fairly large quantity of ammunition which was in haversacks,
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and also a Field Telephone. Another varty of our group then
came on the scene and took theErifleSfand‘ammunition out

to & van which they had in readiness. The whole -thing was

over in about five minutes.

‘One of our men, Gerry Golden, who was a member of the
Strike Picket of.Law Clerks on the day of the raid,
subsequently reported to me that the soldiers in gquestion
had been. courtmartialled and that the Sentry who had been
disarmed had been awarded the Victo;ia Cross for bravery
in the 1914-18 War. Some of the guard were sentenced
but theAVictoria man was given some kind of & suépensory”
sentence. He was peruitted to wear civilian attire for
the sole ﬁurpose of moving around fhe streets and trying
to identify the men who had been éﬁ%ﬁ%@fed °M the raid.

The raiding party were drawn from the lst and 3rd Battalion,
the SQuad and the Intelligence Sections, When the raid
. | was: over I reported to Peadar Clancy that everything ‘-had
turned out satisfactorily. ° I changed my sult and later
went down to his shop, . There I met Dick McKee who told
me that they suspected that touts had seen where we had
dumped the arms and that we should take immediate steps
to have them removed from that place. With thet Diék
McKee asked me to get into the Squad Van and take the
rifles and ammunitipn to a dump at O"Meara's at the back
of Fitzwilliam Stféet. The instructions were carried out.
' When examining the rifles on the following day, I discovered
- that they were fully loaded and ready for immediate action -
namely'eéCh:with_a full magazine, one in the breech and
the.safety'catch off; It was providenfial that a majér

accident did not cccur in the rush and excitement.
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Raid on Mails in Westland Row:

In August, 192¢, Liam TObin_inétructed me to go down
to Westland wa*Sfatién and tOng‘phere-beforeg7 a.m, and
?eﬁort ﬁaﬁhim on the:time the:@hgliéh Mail arrived, how it
was ﬁandled from the carriages~to:£he horse-drgwn van énd,
ﬁo‘get;the;number-qf the van, whether-the mails were

' accompanied By a SOrter-and_if so whether the sorter-was
on the outside or the inside: of the van. T went to
Wesitland ﬁbw-Station.the next morning and saw the mail
train come in. T observed how the mails were dealit With.
I returned and reported tq Liam Tobin. When Tobin heard
my report he pulled out another reﬁorf from a drawer in
his desk and he said to me, "Are you sure that that is the
wéy'the mails are being handled and. that you have.the
correct number of the van", - I expressed surﬁrise and told
him I was sure. of my facté and then asked him-if another

. | member of the Intelligence Staff had also been given the

same task. | He said, "Yes¥, but the repofts did hot agree

ang thisuwaszsofespeciélﬁy %n regard to the number of the
van.. T returned to Westland RUW‘againjthe.following
morhing and again obseérved the tim? of theaérrival of the
train and the despatdhjénﬁhtranéfefiof the mails to the
van. Tom Cullen was notified to éccompény me on thié

occasion. T arrived onjthe p;atf;rm before seven and I

had no sooner‘arriﬁed'thaﬁ the tfain_pulied in. The mails

were loaded and the van had left for the Rbtunda,before

Cullen arrived. ¥ brought Gullen out with me and we

walked up. Pearse Street and got in touch With a.Pdst Office

Sorter who had been on the train. | T introduced Cullen to

him and asked this men to confirm the particulars that I

ﬁa& got which he-did,_‘ Cullen wasjsatisfied. -Asra result

éf this final report arrangements ﬁere made: to capture the

mails at Westland Row a few mornings later. A meeting
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was held to discuss plans. - Dick McKee presided at this-

......................

. © meeting. It was: decided here that the men need not report
'  sooner than 7.15-a,m. * From 10 to 12 men were selected,
The plan.tas that when the Meil van came dewh the'slip
from Westland Row into Erne Streetisome of the men-were to
hold up the car as it entered .into the street ane the mails
were to be transferred from'the Poet Office ven to e
waiting motor-car. In conjunction with the hold up of the
van other Volunteers were detailed?to take up positions in
Peayse Street as it had been the custom then that whenever
- e"big hold-uplermreid took-place:detectiﬁes from College :
‘Street were Immediately despatched’ to-the scene; In such
‘en eventuality this: group of Volunteers were to attack.
them. At the tiﬁerG;H.Q.*Ihtelligenee were very anxious
te-eliminate'a.detective by-the name of Ceffey. 50 the
‘operation had a two-fold purpose —;fifstly a raid on the:

' mails and secondly an attack on deteetivest'

_ On the mornlng timed for the rald I reported to
Westland Row Statlon before 7 a.m.. The: train arrlved in
about 5 mlnutes to 7. The m&lls,were taken off and put
‘1nto the van. The van drove down the sllpway to Erne Street
and proceeded on its Journey before T.15 a. m.,the exect .
tlme the men.had been told. to repo;t.,' T returned to
Headquarters via Pearse Street. i met some: of the men in
pos-ition there who had been waltlng for detectives and told
S . them that the plan had miscarried and that the& could now
&isperee; T reported to Liaﬁ Tobin and he said to me,
"The Big Felﬁoﬁ'(meaning Michael Collins) will be very
annoyed about this. I think §ou had better tell him
youreelf:eed-report the metter firet hand", T went to
Walter Cole*s: house iﬁ Mount joy Sdﬁare and there‘met

- Collins. I explained the position to him - how the

arrangements: had miscarried. He was fuming and very much

r
'

t



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

C27.
annoyed. When he cooled down I said to him, “There is no
harm done; we' can do the same thing to-morrow morﬁing on the
understanding that the reiding party will be in position
sharp at'7 a.m.". He said, "Alright, I will let you know
later®™. That evening instructions came: through that the
raid was on for the following morning. The following
merning the train arrived in at 7.30. That was over a half
hour late.. The mails'were=load9d-in;the usual manner,
and when the car arrived at thg bottom of the slip in Erne
Stfeet'it was held up and the méils-transferred to a
waiting car. I accompanied the mails with the driver to
a stable near Baggot Street. . We ran the car with the
mails into the stable and I locked up. and went home to
breakfast. .Later that dday T went back with two other men,
opened up and sorted out the military packets and put them

o ) on one side for subsegquent despatch to Crowe Stfeet where
-they were dealt with by other members of the G.H.Q.
Intelligence. A big consignment of notes came in -
addressed to the banks. Parcels of money for the Munster
and Leinster Banks:I_was=told to d?liver to the Manager at
Dame St. premises. I delivé:ed many large parcels on a
bicyele and an hour following the_del;very;l'waé‘tolq that
the Manager 6f the Bank had géknqwledged the receipt of the
notes to Collins. What became of the cash for other banks

T could not recollect..

Burning'activities'ih London and on English farms:

A short time following the rai&-on the mails at
» Westland Row I was'again-sent back.to London to obtain
certain particulars about-Balfour-ﬁho was‘po attend at
_ Oxford University on the following day. I %ook with me
. considerableecorrespondence.far-despatch to America and

Paris. I handed all of it over to Sefn MeGrath who was
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-

“at that time connécted with &rt O'Brien. When I had done
this T got the train from Padding%ontto Cxford and spent the
day there, had a look at the University and got a full B
description.of Balfqur. 'I'Succeeded in getting into the
University under the pretence of béing an American visitor,
meeting Balfour and having a general ;anersation with him.
He was meking & round of inspection in the place. I
reportéd back to London that evening, met Sém Maguire and
had a chat with him abouf thiﬁg& in general, picked up a
large bundle of correspondence which was' for Dublin and
took the 8.20 train back home, I reported back to Collins
myself and gave him a detailed account. The principal |
object of my visit was to be able to describe Balfour in
detail so that if an occasion arose for dfastic actioq
he could be easily identified by any of our men, also to

. note precautions taken to safeguérd his visit and the

- ‘ number- of his own escort.

Soon after that I returned to London again and did
general intelligence work with Sam Maguire. Befqre
leaving I was told by Collins, -I think, that it was
intended to carry out a number of burnings in England by
way of reprisals for burnings that were carried out at home

by the Militery and Black and Tans, I Was to observe the
piacés:in-Lohdoq_mosm suitable for burﬁing. iWhen I went to
London I got in touchjﬁith Sam Maguire and met a number of
London Vblunteers,principally the officer in charge -
Reggie Dunne - and Tom O'Sulliﬁan,_both subséquently
executed for the killing of Sir Henry Wiison. We held
several meetings. I outlined a schgﬁe to them for the
burning-of a ﬁﬁmber of large-wholesale houses in a very old
part of London where the ma jority of warehouses were located.

My instructions were that I was not to take any active part

in the burning but that I was to draw up plans and discuss
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with the London Volunteers the best way of carrying them

" out. We decided that the burning of certain houses would

be:atfempmed on &a particular-Saturdgy nignt at about 12
otclock. The reason this time was selected was that the
principal streets would be very créwdéd due to people
coming from theatres aﬁd picture houses etc. and we felt
that thiszwoﬁl& provide the Volunteers with a good line of
escépe‘or get-away, by mingling with_the crowd once'cleér-

of the warehouse area.

. The local Volunteers provided themselves w;th
burning materials of an inflammable nature. The idea was
that this inflammable material when ignited would be thrown
into the basement of the warehouses selected, The window
would be cut with a diamond cutter after putty atﬁached
to paper had been stuck to it, so that it would fall
outwards without causing noise, .At the: appointed time on
Saturday night Sem Maguire and myself walked towards. the
warehouses.which were to be burned and spent some time Iin.
the locality but saw no sign of a fire, ihe only attempt
that was made that night was on a timber yard and this was
only partially sﬁccessful. I‘cannot.say definitely why
the burnings were not carried out but I feel thet when the
London ¥olunteers hadn't been used'to.this kind of work
they cried off at the last minute.. Seeing the job wés‘a
failure on their part I decided to bring them out of
London and‘attempt-Small.jobs.oh haystacks: belonging to
farmers. We selected certain farms outside London and
gave them instructions-to concentrate on the burning of”

these places first. A farm in a particular area would be

‘selected for one night while a farm in another quite

distant area would be dealt with on the next night. This

plan was successful as quite a large quantity of hay was
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destroyed in several farms. ~This instilled confidence and
activity into the London Volunteers. When they saw how
easy it was: to carry out burnings of haystacks they

realised that the burning of buildings would.not present such
great difficulty as they had first contemplated. From that
on the Volunteers in London acted on their own initiative
and carried out & number of minor burning activities on the
outskirts of London, particulafly'Railway Signal Boxes,
These burninés gaverriée to a lot of suspicion on the

part of the Whitehail Authorities énd in fact they beczme
guite alarmed and erected several barricades in Whitéhali

and Downing Street.

At the same time as we: had. started to take action,
another: element which'we presumed £o be communistic started
— also and on several nights they made wholeséle shashings on
. _ .. the windows of 1arge establispmenté principally in Oxford
; - Street, The Strand, Piccadilly etc: causiné untold damage.
| | $hi§ damage waé put down to the I.R.A., and as a result
intensive activitles were taken to try and capture them.
While I was in London at-that particular time the late Rory
GrConnor came up to London and viéited me from Liverpool.
The main idea of his visit was to see whal progress the
London Volunteers had made in the burnings as similar

activities were being carried out by the Liverpool Volunteers.

New Route for conveyance of correspondence:

About this time Sam Maguire and myself had to consider
establishing a safer route for the conveyance of
correspondenée between London and Dublin, The 0ld route via
Liverpool had-becoﬁe dangefous, arid several of the contacts
had been arrested. Sam Maguire kmew an frishman, Michael

) Cullinane, who was a sorter on the mail train from London to
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Crewe. He was approached and asked if he would take

. : cﬁrrespondence from usi. He agreed and he further said

— that before doing anything he would contact other Irish

sortgrs;who worked from Crewe to Dublin and find out if they
would assist. A few days later he reported back that a
couple of sorters Working on the Irish mail were willing.
Sam Maguire: sent word to Collins-of the new arrangements.
Tbese arrangements worked very well and were never
discovered with the result that we could send a message
from Eondon to Dublin which would be delivered in Dublin
at 7 o"clock in the morning having been given td the sorter
at Euston at 6.30‘?am, the previous evening and in many
cases have. & reply baék the. following evening. I cannot
recall the names of these sorters. T think one of them
was Jerry O“Sulliﬁan. '

Visit -to Pentonville Jail to examine the possibilities of
effecting the escape of Tom or Seén Hales:

One of the Héles.brotherszpf_Cork was: interned in
Pentonville Jail. He was due a visit. Seén McGrath was
a.usual visitor to him. _Word was.sen§ to me that I was
to accompany Sefn McGrath on his next visit and vieﬁ
Pentonville Jail and find out what the chances of

' effecting an escape were. I did this and inspected the
jail from the outside and aecided‘that there would be a
fair chance of working an escape if it were possible that
Hales would be able to get to the wall. from the inside from

-his cell. Having made my observations I discussed the
matter with Hales and he said it would be best to discard
the whole idea because it would be practically'impossiblg
for. him to get any assistance from inside. It was decided

to drop the whole matter.
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Michael Collins had a namesake 5f his who was manager
of the Harconi Company in London. I was despatched by
Collins several times to meet this man and bring back any
information that he might have which might be of value to the
people at home, This Collins was very friendly with a
Scotland Yard Officer but, as far asi 1 know, little:
information of any material value resulted from this

contact.

'Conﬁexeleartx to London for what was believed to be an
" attempt to rescue -Terence MacSwiney: -

I waérigng back in Dublin again when Tom Cullen.
knocked at my window early one morning and asked me to
get_up and pack my bags for a further trip to Iondon.

He told me to report to Vaughan's hotel where I would get
further instructions. When I arrived at Vaughan's I was

" introduced to three Cork men by either Tom Cullen or Liam
Tobin. T was told I was to bring them to ﬁondon.and when
I got to London I was to get in touch with E,A, Marray from
the Cork Brigade and hand them over to his care. When in
London I knew how fo get in touch with P.A. Murray through
Same Maguire. When I saw the three men I was very
disappointéd in their dress. They were so shabbily dressed
that 4t would be obvious to British Police Authorities in
London that they were Erish in the first-insmance and that
they wgre>doubtful and suspicious looking customers,
However, ;ﬁcould do nothing about it. I told them that
the.thrEé of them should keep together as much as possible
and that I would meke myself very scarce - that while 1
would be travelling with them we were to regard each other
as. strangers. We successfully reached London and I found
them accommodation -in a hotel belonging to a. sister of

the late Gerry MacVeigh. I left the men there and went



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

35.
to-@eet,Sam,Magu;re and P.A. Murray. Whén I met them I
told them that the three men were staying in MacVeigh's
and that P.A. should look after them because T was not going
to stay in MacVeigh's after that night. I left the three
men_that'day. - A couple of days after I met the entire
party again. They told me they had seen a lot of London
during their short stay and while I was talking to one of
them I had a suspicion that they were being shadowed. T
put thissduestion to them and they said that they felt that
somébbdy was: tralling thedir movements. I advised them to
get rid of thedir shadower by going into a picture house,
it out the programnme, which was three hours, and when
leaving to go out by a certain side entrance and then tatee
take variouszways_home. I aiso informed them. that f'would
speak to P.A. Murray that night and that I would-explain the
position but in thé meantime they were to lié.lbw. Their

' stay in London was a short one. Within a week they were
orderea to return back to Cork. Il believe their aim was
to help in the rescue of Terence MacSwinéy if such were
possible. I was in London from then until Terence
MacSwiney died. On the day that his remaing were taken‘to
Euston Statién from Southwark Cathedral, I made my way |
into the station and by diséreet enquiries I learned thét;
the body woul& be taken by train to Holyhead and from there
by boat to Cork and that the relatives and friends of the
late Terence MacSwiney would have to travel via Dublin.

I should: mention. that all.were under the impressiocn that
the body was: being teken to Dublin instead of to Cork,
Howéver; I passed on the information to Seén McGréth‘who was

then in the Self-Determination League with Art O'Brieh.
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Intelligence Work in Dublin;

When I was finally finished with sctivities in London,
I was: put én'intelligence work at home in the city. This
work consisted mainiy of keeping shops and houses where

enemy agents:'were believed to be residing under observation.

One of my jobs was: to observe the movements of
people who. Went in and out of & certain house in Morehampton
Road. I was told, in particular, to watch out for a. red’
haired lady who was believed to Bé a contact. or a secretary
to Colonel Hill Dillon, at‘that time Provost Marshal at the
Royal Barracks (now Collins Barracks), Dublin. I watched
the house for a céuple of mornings and noted that a few
strahge:people went in. One morning this red haired lady
appeared, came out, walkéd up Morehampton Road. Suddenly
she decided to board a tram which was coming. She
travelled on this tram a& farjgsaBaggot Street. I was on
a2 bicyecle and I followed the t:am; I saw she got off the
tram near Baggot Street Bridge and walked past the tram stop;
suddenly turnedwback and boarded another- tram going into
the city. . I followed this second tram and noticed she
got off at Nassau Street. Shé:turned up Dawson Street
and went into a Uﬁionist Club in Dawson Street. I hung
around and afterr about half .an hour she came out carrying
SOme: papers. Sne came down Dawson Street, boarded ﬁhe-
tram again at Nassau Street and went as far as O"Connell
Bridge. She got -off the tram there and took another tram
to Parkgate Street. I followed to Parkgate Street and
there discovered she went into the Royal Barracks. I
reported back to Liam Tobin. The: only remark he passed
was "You have got her all right". Some days'aﬂtefwards
I was; told to attend Military Sports which were being heid

at the Esplanade: and to find out if the same lady was there
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apdrto-pake note of the officers she talked to. I
succeeded in getting into the sports meeting and after a
time beheld m& red haired lady. She was in the ¢ompany of
a couple of officers but after a time I noticed that she
approached this; Colonel who from the description I had I
concluded was Hill Dillon.  Afiter télking to him for
sometime he handed her a letter which she put 1nto her
handbag. I waited at the meeting for a considerable time
but there was no sign of her leaving so'I decided to

leave., I reported back with my information.

Joe Dolan and myself were detailed to watch a house .
in Lower Gardiner Street and to report back .to Intelligence
if we observed a man leaving it at about 2.30 in the
morning.. We: took up positions in the house. opposite and
watched the place for three nights, but the man we. were
interested in didn‘*t appear. He was: belleved to be an
R.I.C. man who had to leave the country and come to Dublin
and that he was: still carrying on Intelligence Work for the
British Authorities.

On another occasion I was detailed to watch and take

full particulars of how the mails were being handled by the

Post Office in Mariborough Street. I kept watch for a few

mornings and noted the procedure adopted by the postal'
guthorities.  One particular morning at about 6.%0 I was
in the vicinity when Michael Collins cycled down the street
on his way to the office. ‘Neither of us. pretended to
recognise each other. I'regorpéd baék ;n the usual way to
Liam Tobin and he said, "Yes, I know you were the?e-this
morning. 'The Big Fellow' passed by and saw you', The
mails; were raided éhortly after this.
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~ Raid on Loughrea Union:

One evening sometime in the year 1921 I was sent
down toiLoﬁghrea by Oscar Traynor to raid the Union and
take from it all books: in connection with Local Government

 ‘administration. I said to him ﬁWhy am I being sent?"
Why can they not pick someone else from the Dublin Brigade?"
He said at the time he could not find a suiteble officer
to do the job. Seeing this: was the position, I agreed to
go élong éo ioughrea and he handed me £10 for the journey.
I said £10 would more than cover expénses and if‘anything
was left over I would return it. He gave me‘the names of
two local men whom I should contact. They were regarded as
safe: people. On-arrival at Loughrea I. tried to contact
the first man whose name was O0"Neill, I learned by

discreet enquiries that he lived about two and a2 half miles

L™

outside the town. I went to his: place and when I satisfied
the lady'éf the house as regards my identity she told me |
he: was leader of the local column and that-he could not be
contacted very readily. I then made enquiries about the
address of the second man and eventually I contacted him.,
I told him what my mission was and he gathered up his
brother and a.few more local'Volunteers. At one. o'clock

" in the morning we: went up to the Union and seized the books,
removed them about. three miles away and put thém in a
haystack for safety for the time being; I left Loughrea
the following morning. T travelled to the station with a
British Army man, and returned to Dublin and reported to

Oscar Traynor that the job was done.

Republican Courts:

About April 1921 Michael Collins,instructed me to

report to Austin Stack, then Minister for Home Affairs, in

connection with a vacancy which existed for Registrar in
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“the Dublin North City Courts. T saw Stack and he advised

me to apply to the Justices: of the North City. This: would
be only a matter. of form as: Stack and Collins had already
decided that I would fill the position. | At a meeting I was

appointed Distriet Court Registrar.

"The first day I took ﬁp-duty in a house in Henry

Street opposite Woolworths. I had an appointment to meet

Dan Brown who was Private Secretary to Austin Stack at

3 otclock. Shortly before 2 otclock one of the Justices -
8 Mrs.. McKee who was also one of the two Trustees, came

into the office and asked me if I would oblige her by

+

making a lodgment of some money she had in the Natlonal

Bank, Leeson Street, saying that she'would_hardly be able
tor get there herself by closing time. Since: I was not
megmiﬂg Brown until 3 e'clock I decided I would have plenty:
of time to run over to Leeson.Sﬁfeét on“the bicycle. I
went to Leeson Street, lodged the money and returned to
Henry Street. . When I was turning into Henry Street I
noticed a lorry load of Auxiliaries outside the office.

I left my bicycle on the side of the street and went into
Woolworths restaurant. I sat at the front window and

ordered a meal. From the window I had a good view of the

. building opposite. Soon I saw the Auxiliaries bringing

dowﬁ;Denny Begley who was a member of the Republican Police.
He happened to be the only person whb:waS'in-the.building
at the time as the others had gone to lunch and -I had gone:
to Leeson Street. This day was the first day on which the
Republican Police had been suppiied~with a2 Correspondence
Stamp-on which was:inscribed‘“lrish Republican,PoliceW, On
this; day too;they had been issued with a pair of handcuffs.
I saw BEgiey was now handcuffed with these by the

ﬁniiliaries and they had used the stamp on his face with
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the resﬁlt"that “Irish Republican Police™ was stamped all
over: his:. face.. Al books, papers,- documents and everything
belonging to the courts: had been séized. fWhen they had.
gone I went back to the office and found that they had

cleared away everything. This meant I had a bad start.

I met Dan Brown subsequently at'B b“clock after the
rald and my trouble was to try and find another premises in
whicn to work. The Courts at this time had been held in
The Typographical Qf#ices in Gardiners Street. Cthers had
been held in 42 North Great George's Streeﬁ; The Police
and myself found a Feﬁporary office in Bustace Street.

I started then to look for a permanent office'and found one
on the.Quaysiover’Cahillﬁs, the Opticianéu - We didn't use
them, however, aSgAustin,ﬁtgck was at that perticuler time
looking for new premises because raids had been carried out
on the ones which he had formerly occupied. He took over
the newly acquired office from me. Eventually I found
permanent premises in L), Parnell Square. My office was on
top of the'building'and the Courts were held in & large room
on the éecond floor. Initially sittings were held on a
couple of days per: week. Usually three Justices presided.
Some of fhe names that come to my mind of the Justices are -
Mr. O*Reilly, Mrs. QfShea-Leary, Matthew Farrell, James
Kirwan, Se&n 0. Murthuile:;, Mrs. Tom Clarke (she was Preé}dent‘
of the Justices Panel), Mrs. McKeane; Mrs. Buckley and many

others.

Having heard the first. couple of cases I caused the
results to be publishea in the papers and the following'day
Austin Stack sent a very strong letter to me asking what
authority };had/ggvé publication to Court cases as his

Department hadn*t aufhorised publication,. The réply I gave

was that I was going to continue the Courts: openly and if
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the British wished to raid the place they could. After
the. first list. of cases had been published solicitors and
clients knew where to fiﬁd.me.and‘they brought their
ordinary business to me for hearing by our courts.
The: position was that after a time the work became so |
heavy that I was unable: to cope with it and an
additional Registrar-wﬁé appointed and subsequently a

second Assistant Registrar.

I should -mention that;ét:that;time there was what
I might term four categories of courts; first the Parish
Court, next the District Court and theﬁ the District
Court Circuit. Sitting winich was presided over by a
qualifiied judge ahd finally there was the Supreme Court.,
I had functions in respect of all Courts. Cases canme
v | to me directly and from Home Affairs. I arranged for

the Judges, fixed the date and time of hearing, and

notified Solicitors on both sides. Many of those -
cases'camerfrom different parts of the country where it
was more suitable: to have the action held in Dublin
than in local parts of the country. lany of the
leading Barristers of the day atitended our courts
~amongst whom I recall the late: Tim Héaly, Hugh Kennedy,
Klfred Wood. The Judges were the late Justice Creed
Meredith, Professor Arthur Cleary, Diarmuid O'Crowley,
the late Justice Wyse Power and Conor Maguire. The
Cifcuit Court. hearings were held at 18 Parnell Square
(Technical School) and there were often three courts
éitting at the same time. The three judges would be
occupied in different rooms. They dealt with every
. ‘kind of action - land disputes; company affairs, actions
for compensation, damages, breach of gromiseretc. and

appeals from the lower courts.
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" This: work continued until we actually disbanded

sy wis

ourselves about September 1922 when'_ no further useful

-

purpose could be served.

: é.‘igned: %’W%W/Z{
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