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12, Waterloo Street, Derry.

Derry Columcille, the fourth city in Ireland
had its beginning in the year 546, when a Holy Man |
of Destiny set out from his home in the hills of
Tirconaill in search of a secluded and suitable
place wherein he and his little band of monks would
found their first monastery. O0f all the beautiful
places Colmcille (for that was the Holy Man's name )
saw in his wanderings he selected the Isle of Derry
as the most suitable place wherein he and his
followers could carry out their dedication to the
service of God undisturbed. Derry being only a few
miles from Aileach, the Castle of the Kingship of
Owen, son of the Great.High‘Nial of the Nine Hostages,
that powerful family that held the Ard-Ri or
Kingship of Eirn for five centuries, Colmcille
with royzl blood in his veins was a decendant of
the same Royal Family and it was likely that he —
vanted to be near, so that he could preach to his -
brother clansmen and make known to them the truths
of the Gospél. The numerous people from the Clans
of Owen and the Clans of Conaill, who loved
Colmcille so dearly left their homes on the hillsides
and in the valleys énd flocked to the Isle of Derry
to be near their gre-t Saint. Some of them settled
there while others made permanent homes on the
slopes of the hill facing the monastery. From this
holy begimming éprang the present City of Derry.
Colmeille loved this city and before his devarture to
spread the Gospel through the Highlands of Scptland
and found the famous Monastery'of Iona, he blessed

Derry and its people; that greatest of Irish-born:



Saints,’éreat lover of Eirn, her people and her
language, and above all, great lover of God and of
Derry. From the year 546 until the coming of the
English to Derry in 1566, the history of Derry was
purely ecclésiastical, with its beautiful monastery
and abbeys, it most certainly played its part in
earning for Ireland that beautiful and proud title,

Island of Saints and Scholars.

When the Royalty and the Nobility of Europe
flocked to Ireland to be educated at the great
universities, they were received in ﬁerry with open
arms. The Venerable Bede, that greaﬁ English Scholar,
wrote that the English Nobility came to.Ireland and
received from the Irish peopile, education and board
without fee or reward. In 1599 when the soldiers of
Queen Elizabeth had been trying to conduer and subdue
the prople of Northern Ireland, she réceived word
from the Earl of HEssex that until Lough Foyle and
Ballyshannon were planted with Engiish settlers and
the Irish driven out there was no hope of success over
the rebels O'Neill and O'Donnell, And in 1609,

James I ordered the City-bf London to undertéke the
plantation of Derry and surréunding districts.
£20,000 was raised for the purpose, 200 houses were
to be built in Derry City for the English settlers
~and 300 additioﬁal houses to be built later, Irish
people, living in the vicinity were to be prohibited
from learning any trade, all traders were only to

employ English and Scotch apprentices.

In 1617, the Walls of Derry were built at a
cost of £8,357. They are 1,708 yards in '
circumference and completely encircle, what is now

known as the 01ld City, leaving out portion of the
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Lands used by the Columban monks for their monastery.
The Walls had four gates by which the people entered
to and from the city. All Irish were obliged by law
to be outsidé the city Walls before dusk, a bell was
wrung to warn them and was known as thé curfew bell,
In 1601 the English, in one.of their campaigns of
mass-murder killed Doctor Redmond O'Gallagher,
Catholic Bishop of Derry at Killea a few miles from
the City. After the reign of Queen Elizabeth 33
monks came back to Derry as they believed the
persecution would now be over. They had no sooner
sett}ed themselves among the ruins ol their abbeys
which had been wrecked earlier to supply stonesg for
the building of the Walls, when the ery went up thet
soldiers were coming'aqd 32 monks were battered to
death, only one managed to escape and live to tell

the sad tale.

The English Revolution of 1688 when King
James II and his nephew and-son-in-law, William of
brange'(a Dutchman) quarreled over the possession
of the Throne of England. The British Garrison and
their friends in Derry were in confusion, they did
not know what side to take, At last they decided
to support the Dutchman against the EnglishAking,
James II. On August 12th 1688 the gates of Derry
were shut against James' Forces. A seige ensued
wvhich lasted 105 days; famine and disease b:oke out
and it is estimated that 10,000 people lost their
lives. King James' army withdrew leaving the
rempnants of the City of Derry as victors. The
ascendency group, lead by the Orangemen, (followers
of William of Orange) celebrate each year, the
anniversary of the shutting of the Gates of Derry.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lundy who was appointed Governor
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of the City and Commander of its garrison before the
siege, a Scotsman by birth, he had no intention of
fighting against the legal King of Epgland, he deserted
when he found out.there was going to be a fight that
he could not prevent and made his escape from the
city. It is believed that he was captured and burned
at the stake., Each year the Orangemen celebrate the
occésion on December 18th by burning an efigee of him
with the word "Traitor" painted across his back.
Those celebrations are used by the Orange leaders

to prevent the aséendancy party from ever becoming
Irish. They are often the cause of fierce rioting

as the rowdy elements are inflamed to action by the

| fierce anti-Irish speeches delivered by their Orange
leaders in the service of the British Govermment. In
spite of every form of persecution the Irish people
cling to the city of Colmcille and today the .
Nationalist People of Derry are as Irish and
Republican as any city.in Ireland. The English
ascendency are being fast absorbed into our great . .
_ Gaelic family and some day soon, we hope, they will
like the Geraldines of old become more Irish than the
Irish thémselves. The English ascendency in Derry
city can be divided into three classes, the first

are those who style themselves British and wouild not

. let you call them Irish or English., As a group they
are nov defunct and only exist as separate individuals
here and there. The second class are the largest
grouﬁ. They claim Ireland as their.mother country
and would feel deeply offended if told they were not
Irish. The third group are fhe Orangemen type who
claim to be more English then the English themselves,
‘They celebrate England's.war victories with the

greatest pomp and ceremony as to outdo the most loyal
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of Englishmen. It is this group that the British
Government use to keep alive religious bigotry and to
stir up troﬁble among the netive Irish. They are
used also to keep the other groups on a string, which
they use to great advantage, especially at an

election time.

The beauty of Derry far exceeds that of any
other city in Ireland, With its elevated location
it commands a magnlficent view of the surrounding
counties of Donegal, Tyrone and Derry, with that
splendid and:pieturesque River Foyle winding through
and dividing the Waterside from the lres;t of the city.
Its main industry is shirt and collar making with
its 35 factories which ‘employ about 12,000 girls.
The city comprises°an area of 2,16# acres and has a
population of 37,000. It is governed by a Mayor
and Corporation. The-city is divided into three
wards and is so gerrymandered and manipulated as to
cheat the Nationalist people, who are the majorify,
out of their elementary rights of citizenship. There
are 29,000 Nationalists and 18,000 Unionists in the
city. Yet inspite of those figures the Unionists
control and have a majority in the Corporation.
With such gross unfairness the British Government,
fhfough the Orange Orders, keep the Irish Nationalists

from gaining control of their own beloved city, Derry.

In my early youth I was often lured away
from the tender care of my parents and. lost in the
crowds that followed the local bands on their many
tours around the streets of our city. I loved all
marching tunes but 0'Donnell Abu was my'favourite.
It made me feel that-I was more than a mere
spectator, for with chest out, shoulders back, I

would try to keep step with the band as if obeying
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orders from some officer whom I highly respected, and
thus with a-left-right, left right, I would parade for
hours through the town. The desire for drilling and
marching got into my blood and ﬁithout knowing the
reason why, I kept looking for somewhere where I
could drill, drill, drill. At school a chum of mine
told me that drilling was taught at Sunday School
held by the Irish Christian Brothers so off I went at
3 o'clock each Sunday_tb attend those classes. A man
named Seamus Cavanagh was our drill instructor and
Paddy Hegarty would give lectures on Ireland's:
Glorious Past. He told us of Finn McCoole and the
daring exploits of the Fiammaj of the coming of the
English and their destruction of our Irish Industries,
and the methods‘they nad been using for almost seven .
hundred and fifty yeérs to destroy our Irish language
and culture. He also told us that the spirit of the
Fianna of old ﬁas alive today in Fianna na hEireann
(Boy Scouts of Ireland). At last I thought to
myself, this is what I have been dreaming about. I
must become a member of this splendid organisation.
So after being drilled each Suhday until, I believed,.
I had all the commands off by heart, in high spirits
I set off for Sackville Street, where the Fianna had

their club rooms.

Up the stairs I went and presented myself to
Joe Flanagan who was one of the foundefs of this
organisation in the city, but when he saw me a lad of
tﬁirteen and looking rather small and puny for nmy age
he said he was sorry I was too young and too small.
“"Call in about a year's time and we will see") :he
said. My heart fell &oﬁn to my boots. I coﬁld have
cried, but I kept a stiff upver 1lip and without

saying one word left the room. My dreams had been
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shattered and I never attended Sunday Schcol again,

With the béys'éf ﬁatérloo Street where I lived, we would
play our childish games, hide—énd-seek, being very l
popular with us. We would go to the United Irish League
Rooms at the bottom of the Street and there we would
hide by mixing with the men who were gathered around the‘
fire chatting and debating. Sometimes we forgot to
return to our playing and would sit listening to the
older men discussing the Irish questioh. They talked

of Home Rule and the Redmondite Party. We did not know
what it was all about. We only knew that Home Rule
meant some measure of fresdom for Ireland and we were
for it. They would talk about the‘Unionist Volunteers
and their leader, Edward Carson, whom, they said, had
gone to Germany to get rifles and ammunition for his
army. Some would say that he dined and wined with the
Kaiser, who was the King of England's cousin. We heard
all about the landing of the rifles at Larne. This all
seemed very confusing to me as I couldn't make out
whether Carson was for England dr.against her, 1 was
too young fto understand-the political game that was
being played. On other occasions we heard about the
formation of the Irish Volunteers and from those
cénversations we learned that this organisation was
formed as a counter-blast against the Unionist
Volunteers and to make sure that England kept her word

about giving Home Rule to Ireland.

Although I learned later that the Irish
Volunteers had a far higher and nobler motive, beﬁind
their formation and that they had no intention of
attacking the Ulster Volunteers. Their energy would
be used against the man who had misused and misdirected

the courage and sincerity of the men who now formed

that’ body known as the Ulster Volunteers. As the months
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.-passed the sound of marching feet could be heard all
over the land., Companies were. formed in vérious
parts of Derry and soon hundreds of able bodied men

were driliing openly in oir city.

I loved to see the route marchers and attend
the fieid-days and sports, when Commandant McGlinchey
after inspecting his troops would ride off at the
head of his army on a white horse wearing his green
unifbrm, sam~brown belt and sword. My youthful
peart was filled with excitement and the old flame
of wanting to drill and parade was once more burning

fiercely within my breast.

I felt very proud when I saw my Uncle William
(vhom I was called after) taking charge of his
Company of Volunteers. He was stout and well built
and his green uniform with sword attached and his
commanding voice made him a most suitable person for
the job. I watched Carson's Volunteers as they
passed Waterloo'Place carr&ing their Mauser Rifles
on their shoulders. They locked a fine body of men
and seemed to be well drilled. I also remember when
the Irish Volunteers left Derry by train for
Ballyliffen, North Donegal, where the Derry Battalion
fought a sham battle with the Inishowen Battalion
on the Ballyliffin sanddunes, facing the sea. The
details of that days manoeuvres have been told with -
-much emphasises by the individuals who took part.
Each would tell bis own experiences, how he and his
Cbmpany crawled on tﬁeir stomachs and surrounded the
other section who represented the enemy before they

had time to cough.

The Irish Volunteers had a large summer
Training Camp at Tudden about ten miles from Derry

and men were going there in large numbers to practice

-
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rifle-shootings, and the usual Camp Drills. It was
during this period that the guns of war startéd
booming and Englana and Germany were plunged in a
conflict that had long been foretold. In Ireland
the Redmondite Party who had succeeded in getting
control of the Irish Volunteers pledgéd their support

to the British Government and started recruiting

an Irish Brigade for the British Army.

This action was resented by the Volunteers
and a split followed. . . Ohe section remained true
to the old principles of hreaking the connection with
England and securing the complete freedom of our
'oppreséed land . Witgﬁﬁggh ideal in mind a small
section of the Irish Volunteers in Derry left the
Shamrock Hall and prqceeded to theif new quarters in
Orchard. Street.. Inspite of many obstacles they
succeeded in carrying on. They formed a branch of
Cumann na mBan and they had with them a small company
of Tianna Bireann (Boy Scouts). Irish classes were
formed with lectures on Irish.History. Concerts
were held sach Sundaj night and I remember the
'aplendiq ceilidhes we had., They were carried out -
with the greatest harmony and so conducted that
gveryone, young and old, thoroughly enjoyed themselves .
The.music was two violins, one played by Paddy
Lafferty and the other by Hugh Devlin. The concerts
were successfully planned by James McAuley and Joe
Flanagan, the latter acting aé M.C. The programme mostk
_consisted ofisinging and dancing., Paddy Hegarty would
give a short lecture on some points of Irish History
and the aims and objects of the Irish Volunteers.
The Volunteers would drill and train-under their
Commandant Seamus Cavanagh, preparing for the day

that was to come when Ireland would call her sons to
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arise. While those few were energetically serving
Ireland the vast majority of the Irish people in
Derry gnd eléewhere in Ireland were being swept away

by false promises and catcheries.

John Bﬁll through his agents kept telling
the Irish people from platform and pulpit that now
they had Home Rule on the Statute Book and that they
should don the kakhi and fight with England fér the
rights of small Nations. Recruiting Officers were
set -up all over the city and English Regimental
Bands played all-the most béautiful Irish airs, such
as "Remember the Glories of Brian the Brave" and
"The Wearing of the Green", and the nights were made
colourful by torchlights and such was the manoeuvering
of England and her agents that thousands of young
Irishmen rushed to join her colours, believing that in
doint so they were helping Ireland, but alas, too
few of them lived To know the truth and to realise that

their sacrifices were for England and not for Ireland.

Would it be said that the people of Derry
Colmcille would be found wanting when Ireland stood at
her blackest veriod in historygwhen the whole Irish
people seemed to have become English and Nationality
was reduced to a mere thread that was ready to break
and plunge Ireland into an abyss of slavery for all
time. With the National spirit of Ireland dead,
what would happen to future generations? God alone
khows! But thank God there are men, women and boys
in Defry, as in the rest of Ireland, who inspite of
their small numbers will keep the flame of’
Nationality burning, even at the sacrifice of their
own lives. Those were the people who tore the
hypocritical mask off the face of John Bull and showed

him up for what he was, the same tyrinical, murderous
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brute who for over seven centurles had plundered and
laid waste the fair land of nrln, who applied the pltch-
- cap, ‘wrack and gallows-tree, who robbed us of our wheat
1n'forty-seven and forced a famine on us. When the
5great country of France was overrun by the’ Engllsh
hoards, they set about dividing the peogle and cau51ng
confusion-among them. They had aimost snoceeded when_'
Joan of Are started to receive her Divine messeges and
finelly a command to“ﬁﬁse and oust the invader”from
- your shore." This command came from Aimighty God,
-throdgh the instrumept of his angel. We in Ireland
have received no direct orders from Heaven but we
iknow‘in our hearts that our cause is-as just and as
Holy as was the cause-of France in 1428, That the
foe who oppressed France was tne self same’ nglish
foe that was trylng by every hellish deV1ce to conquer
us. for hundreds of years. The Volunteers lost no
opoortunlty in telllng the young Lrlshmen the reasons
why they should not flght for England They trled
‘but all in vain to build up a strong Volunteer Force
and things were such that they had to be content with
‘that smali'group, numbering in Derry, not more than

forty.

On the 22nd November,.l915 they'oelebrated
_the anniversary'of the ManchesterrMartyrs; and for-
that occasion the O'Rahilly, a man who was-leter to
give his life for Ireland, was brought from bublinT
to give an oretion: He arrlved in Derry abouu two
~ hours before he was due to.speak. As I was told at
the time he got:out of the train in which he was . ..
| travelling at Strabane, and proceeded to Derry hy‘car,
. arriving at the Metropole Hotel, Foyle Street, where' |
_ he got refreshments end walted the arrlval of Seamus
Cavanagh ‘the O.J., ‘who w1th a small body of

Volunteers, acting as bodyguard, marched along Foyle



_ 12,
Street and delivered the 0'Rahilly safe in the John
Mitchel Hall. That small-group numbered no more than
nine. The O'Rahilly leétured on the sacrifices of
Allen, Larkin and O'Brien and he said that the day was
not far distant, when Ireland would again call her sons
and if the Volunteers are not successful in this fight
I hope I will not live to see another he said. Whéﬁ
lecture and concert were over the O'Kahilly inspécted
the Volunteers and he gave them a few rounds each, of
Howth ammunition. I had the great honour of receiving
my commission in Fianna Eireann that night (the
organisation that I had suéceeded in entering, just
ten months before). As Dan Coyle the then 0.C. was
leaving Derry for a situation in Dublin the O0'Ranilly
appointed me to také charge and to act as organiser.
Seamus Cavanagh, Paddy Hegarty and most of the
Volunteers were present. He promised to send me 2

Sword when he got back to Dublin.

A Derryman whose sympathies were for Ireland.
found himself in the British Army and while in Ebrington
Military Barracks, Derry, he manoeuvred to get some
ammunition for the Volunteers. His chance came vhen on
one of the nights when the military were having one
of their recruiting meetings with all the trimmings,
such as a large scale parade with torchlight procession
They started from the Barracks at about 8 o'clock p.m.

and the excitement was such that nearly all ﬁhe

soldiers went to the front gate to see the line up.

At this time about six thousand rounds of 303
amrunition was being nanded over the wall to the
Volunteers who were waiting. They carried their parcels
formed in the procession and marched with théir friends

the enemy through the Waterside, over the Bridge, up

Carlisle Road and broke with the procession at the



top of Orchard Street. They then made for the

John Mitchel Hall; from there the ammunition was sent
to a safe hiding place. It eventually went to Dublin
for the Rising. The soldier who was responsible
for this supply is still alive in Derr?. He was
given £5 although he wanted no monéy for what he had

done.

' The John Mitchell Hall was divided into two
sections, the lower section was occupied by the
Cdlmcille Pipers Band. The Volunteers had the upper
portion. Tommy Johnson was caretaker and a very
faithful and energetic.supporter of the Irish cause.
He was one of the first to-distribute literature
for the Volunteers in the City. There waé a shooting
range with two small Winchester Rifles with which
. the Volunteefs practised shooting. Cavanagh would
| teach them how to takera rifle to parts, clean it,
and put it together again. There seemed to have
been plenty of haversacks and bandoliers. The Hall
was fitted with a small stage and had seating a
accommodation for about seventy, although at times
there was twice that number present. The Sunday
night concerts were great entertainment with comic
farcial sKetches, such és "The Egyptian Mummy", "The
Returned Uncle" and “The Dérry Corporation'. Sharkey,
who usually played the principal role of Chief
Comedian and the very appearance of him on the stage
set the audience into stitches of laughter. James
McAuley played the role of an applicant applying for
the old age pension, under the name of John
Concannon, aged eighty eight, number of door eight-
eight, wife's age eighty-eizht, number of children
eighty-eight. As he was very deaf he spoke with a

loud drawl voice, always giving the wrong answers,
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but could rémember the details of The Wight of the
"Big Wind. Mickey Wray was usually the man of the
house and he was so perfect an actor that he played
his part as if he had been in the natural surroundings
of his own home. His greatest performance was in
"The Lad from Largymore" as farmer. McAuley excelled
all his other éerformanées in the same play as the
farmer's servant girl, being in love with a Police
Constable and trying by all means to get rid of the
farmer so0 as to entertain her lover. She succeeded
aﬁd Police Constable Frank McDevitt enters., He could
certsinly act and he had all the antics and
characteristics of the R.I.C. The '"Lad from
Largymore" was performed by Barney Mcdettigan, who
gave an eicellent display of amateur acting. If the
same cast were in action today they would certsinly

make a name for themselves.

Mrs. Cavanagh was im charge éf Cumann na
mBan whose numbers were small - about f{ifteen.
They organised Ceilidhes, supplied refreshments and
helped to raise funds, many of them taking principle
ﬁarts in the plays and sketches. A number of them

were fine singers indeed.

The Fianna were drilled in the same Hall,
I received a Fianna handbook from Dublin which I still
possess. We learned from it our dﬁties and drills.
The strength 6f our organisation in 1915 was about
twenty six. We met several nigﬁts a week to carry
out the primary objects of the Fianna which were the
training of the youth of Ireland, mentally and
physically, by teaching séouting and military
exercises, Irish History and the Irish language.
Each member took the following declaration: -

- "I promise to work for the independence of Ireland,
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never to join England's armed Forces and to obey
my superior Officérs"; We learned all about the
Lea-Enfield Rifle and when our members came of -age
they were to be transferred to the Volunteers. There
were & few public meeetings held in Green's field,
Bogside. One of the speakers was Darrel Figgis and
the othef was Herbert Pim. The Fianna distributed
pamphlets bearing Pim's name. Arms and ammunition were
bought locally when péocurable and oﬁ one bccasion
a Unionist sold seven revolvers to Eddie Dean, a
member of the Fiamna. He sold them to the Volunteers.
The British were very anxious to know everything that
was taking place. They had at least one.spy in the
ranks of the Volunteers., Cavanagh through his
Intelligence Officers knew the name of one particular
man but being the wise Officer he was, he used him
to give false reports and sent the R,I.C. on many
a'wild goose chase. He was eventually dropped by
his British friends as his information was unreliable.
A large quantity of ammunition and small arms was
procured across the Channel and sént to Derry
camouflaged as "ironware“ and addressed to a Unionist.
Hardware Store, without their knowledge or consent.
Paddy Lafferty a carter who owned his own horse and
lorry was told to‘be on the lookout for this large
case. He was to make sure that he got it. He tock
it to the hardware store where it was transférred to
John Doherty's cart which took it to a safe place,
where it awaited the arrival of Joe Doherty, who brought
it safely to Dublin where it landed in good time for
the rising. On Easter Thursday night, Roisin
0'Doherty (Now Mrs. Murray living in Dublin) brought
a disgatch from Volunteer Headquarters in Dublin to
Seamus Cavanagh the Derry 0.C. ordering the |

Mobilisation for Easter Sunday. In April, 1916, the



17.
place among the Free Hations of_the world and so much
as her Star has been downcast, so much shall she be
exalted and thus ended that splendid play that filled
the audience with a greater love for Ireland than they

had before.

That night Seamus Cavanagh notified a select
number of the Volunteers to meet at John Doherty's
shed at the top of William Street (which was an outer
portion of Watt's Distillery) not later than 11.30
that night. Bach man was to bring the heaviest top
coat he had, his fifle; revolver and ammunition, with
ali the other equipment and enough rations to last
for two days. Cavanagh told me to call off all
Fianna parades for the next week and not to let any
of the boys near the John Mitchell Hall. He also
said he wanted to keeﬁ in touch with me, I did not
suspect that anfthing serious was wrong. I carried
out the instructions as received but there were times
that some of the Fianna came to the hall, just to see
what was going on. At ll.lS‘every Volunteer that
vas mobilised, after making their way through the
back streets and near cuts, and camouflaged as best
they could, so that no one would detect their mission,
: 1ahded safely and in good time ét the place.arranged.
It would be difficult to estimate the faith, courage
and self-sacrifice of that noble band, leaving their
dear wives and families behind and each man believing
in his heart that before tomorrow's'sun-had set they
. would be defying the m¥ght of the great British
Empire. Knowing that their chances of returning
home alive were slender their trust in divine
providence was such that they left in God's géod
keeping, their family caresand: the cause for which
they were now willing to give their lives. They went

forth gallantly to do their best to show to the world
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that the soul of Ireland still iived and to awaken
in the slumbering hearts of the Gael that
unguenchivle flame which the might of England with all
her hirelings could never extinguish. In Doherty's
shed Cavanagh checked hlS men who numbered 17. Their
equipment consisted of 5 Lea-Enfield rifles, 9 Mausers,
2 Howth and 5 Martin Henrys (Short Carbines) about
100 rounds of ammunltlon per man and 22 hand -made
bombs. Other supplies had been sent to Tyrone
sarlier with John Doherty (Corney) and William
McAuley. Tn Doherty's Shed the leunteers settled
themselves as best they could under the c1rcumstances
as everyman was keyed to such a pitch expecting
fireworks to start at any minute. The place inside
was in darkness. No one was allowed to smoke or to
light a match. There was & split in the door with
which the Volunteers could see out, as a street
lamp was burning outside. There was 'a .tense
moment when two policemen put their.backs‘against
the door. They stood there for aBout ten minutes.
Little did they know that a numbeT of rifles were
pointed at them ready to shoot 1f they made one false
move. But they just moved off as euickly as they |

came.

After waiting until 5.30 the next morning
the Volunteers through Denis McCullough of
Belfast received McNeill's countermanding orders,
calling off the mobilisaﬁion with instructions to

wait for further orders.

i

The men were told to go home and to keep
themselves in readiness as they might be called out
at any time., Joseph 0'Doherty, a Republican Officer
who later became the Representative of Donegal

in-Dail Eireann, had left Derry earlier in the
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day to proceed to Dungannon where he made preparaﬁiong
with the Volunteeré en route for the Rising arrived
back in Derry just half an hour late. Had he arrived
before McNeill's orders the Volunteers would have
proceeded to Strabane and Omagh, where they would
have been joined by other contingents and the Rising

would have been extended to the North.

The Volunteers who were not mobilised that
night weré to have other duties to perform. The
bridge at Quiggs, Drumahoe, was to be destroyed.

The Great Northern Railway was to be interrupted at
several points. Paddy Lafferty and James Lynch were
to be in charge of this.work and the other'Volunteers

were to keep lines of communication opened.

On Monday night the Ceilidhe Mor was held and
was proving a great success but the whispering went
round that a rising had taken place in Dublin and
that the Volunteers had taken charge of that City.
Such was the excitement that the Cellidhe broke up
at 11 o'clock. We were told that all English soldiers
were to_report at their Barracks at once and notices
to this efféct were thrown on the screen of every
Picture House in the city. Barlier in the day the
British Military in Derry were entertaining themselves
and their friends. They had a Gala Day in Saint
Columba's Field near their barracks. This consisted
of the usual sporting events such as running,
jumping and band playing. They had a pageant of the
Zula War. Troops were dressed as Zula Warriors with
their native costumes and of course their faces
blackened. During the height of the spoft when
the soldiers of the Empire had subdued and chastensd
the wretches who dared to rise up against British
Rule, an urgent despatch arrived ordering the

_ troops to proceed to Dublin at once. The men were
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rushed to the Barracks where they received their full
war kit and oproceeded to the station where a special
train was held in readiness for them. Some of the
soldiers landed with their faces still black from the
effects of the Zula War and thus'gave rise to the
rumour that black troops had been used agaiﬁst the
Republican Forczs. Cavanagﬂ called a parade for
Tuesday night in the John Mitchell Hall whe;e he
instructed the Volunteers in first aid. When Joe
Logue and John McGilligan were proceeding to the

_ Hall that night, they met an old friend, Mick McKay.
"Hallo men, where are you going?" said Mick.

"To the Hall" said joe and John, "To the Hall", said
ﬁiek, raising his voice and looking greatly sufprised.
"Did you people not start enough trouhle in Dublin".
(meaning the rising of course). "Do you think you can -
fight the whole British Empire?" “Let'me tell you",
he contimued, "You will be all Rilled, every one of
you'l, emphasising the last few words. Joe and dJohn:
smiled and said "We are Volunteers and we will see
.this fight throuéﬁ." Mick looked puzzled. Then he
said "Men, .are you in earnest," when he got the
answer that they were and as regards being killed "We
will have to take that chance." Then said Mick, "If
you are prepared to fight and die for Ireland, I

might as well go with you". So he went that night and
became a Volunteer. Another parade was called for
Wednesday night where further instructions were given
St. John's Ambulance books were distributéd,along with
some bandages. I supplied strips of white cloth that
night. Tom McLaughlin and Edward J. Duffy, who had
brought the books and bandages had also a 1érge

first aid chart of the human body. Cavanagh had a

pointer and the Volunteers sat around like school
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children learning the best way to stop bleeding and

how to fix emergency bandages.

That night Duffy took the first aid chart
home and as the Hall was consténtly under the eyes
of the detectives they :followed him believing that he
was carrying some important plans or documents. He
waé arrested at 12 o'clock, being the first Volunteer
arrested in the city. At midday next day Seamus
Cavanagh, Joseph O'Doherty, Vincent O'Doherty,
Paddy Hegarty, John Fox, Patrick Shiels and Eamonn
McDermott were arrested. Raids were carried out
throughout the City but inspite of all, not one
rifle or one round of ammunition was found. The John
Mitchell Hall came in for a great wrecking, the
ceiling and walls were tore and the floor boards

pulled up in a vain search for arms and documents.

'The days following were dull, without hope,
and the future so dimmed, that it looked as if it was
the end of another chapter in Irish History but
instead, it was only the beginning. The Volunteers
who were left would meet in secret to discuss events
and lament over the arrest and the failufe of the
Rising. The prisoners were all deported to England.-
The Derrymen were interned in Wormwood Scrubs. Those
ﬁen met old friends and iust have talked over the
events of the Rising. They would find out their
weak points and mistakes. Realising their strength
they-started their preparations for =a more effective
organisation thén they had before. The general
release came and by Christmas 1916.the Derrymen were
all out. Those men had not been cowed or subdued
but had been stimulated with a greater determination
than before for they now bore the honoured mark of

the Felons of Our Land. They prepared themselves

«
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for the future. The fight came and they proved
themselves men of courage and daring who loved juétice
and fair play and hatéd everything evil, especially
the evil oppression of our dear country and they
vowed never to rest until they had done their part‘
to break the chains of slavery that bound their

Motherland.

In Derry City as in the rest of Ireland
Welcome Home Ceilidhes were held in honour of the
returning prisoners and the men who had left Derry
eight months before, despised, insulted and looked on
as fools, were ngw returning to find themselves
acclaimed on all sides. The Ceilidhe MOr was
arranged by the Cumann na mBan and the success of that
event will live in the heafts of all those that were
present. Sinn Fein Clubs were springing up all over
Ireland and the Volunteers in DerrylseCured the
Richmond Street Hall where they organised a Branch
under the name of the Padraig Pearse Sinn Fein Club.
The Hall was neatly fitted out for the purpose.
Forms, tablss and chairs were procured. The walls
were coated with a good class washable distemper of
splerdid shades, pleasing to the eyes. Sheila and
Mary Doherty decorated the walls with Gaelic designs
-of exquisite beauty, thyss added to the great Gaelic
spirit which was to.be found in those samé rooms in

the coming years.

Sinn Fein started functioning. Tine families
and frieﬁds of the interned men were its first_members.
Soon these were followed by a large portion‘of the
population. The Ard Fheis or Annual Convention of

Sinn Fein was held in the Mansion House, Dublin,

Eamonn McDermott was appointed Delegate to represent
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Derry City when he arrived at the Convention he found
another man claiming the same position as himself.
He knew this man to be a friend of the R.I.C. and
without any credentials to represent any Simn Fein
Cumann. He had him removed from the hall Before any

business was transacted.

The convention adopted the following
fundamental provisions of the constitution. Whereas
the peovle of Ireland never relinguished their claim
to the separate nationalhood and whereas the
provisional Goverrment of the Irish Republic, Easter
1916, in the Name of the Irish people and continuing
the fight made by previous generations re-asserted,
the inalienable right of the Irish Nation fo Sovereign
Independence and re—affirmed the determination of
the Irish people to achieve it and whereas the
proclamation of an Irish Republic Easter 19L6 and
the supreme courage and glorious sacrifices of the
men who gave their lives to maintain it, have united
the peoble of Ireland under the flag of the Irish
Republic, be it resolved that we, the delegated
representatives of the Irish people, in convention
assembled, declare the following to be the

Constitution of Sinn Fein: -

No, 1; The name of the Organisation shall be
Sinn Fein.

No. 2., 8inn Fein aims at securing the
International recognition of Ireland
as an Independent Irish Republic.

Having achieved that status the Irish people may
by referndum freely choose their‘oﬁn form of
Government, |

No. 3. This ob ject shall be attained through

the Sinn Fein Organisation, which shall
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in the name of the Sovereign Irish People : -
(a) Deny the right and oppose the will of
the British Parliament and British Crown
or any othsr foreign Govermnment to legislate
for Ireland.

(b) Make use of any and every means available
to render impotent the powver of England to
hoid Ireland in subjection by Hilitary Force
or otherwise.

No. 4, Whereas no law made without the authority and
consent of the Irish people is or can be bindiné
on their conscience. Therefore in accordance
with the resolution of Sinn Fein adopted in
Convéntion 1905 a constituent assembly shall be
convoked comvrising persons chosen by the Irish
constituencies as the supreme national authority
to speak and act in the name of the 1lrish peovle
and to devise and formulale measures for the

welfare of the whole people of Ireland.

The Volunteers in Derry were now re-organising
with Cavanagh in command. They carried on with
reneved energy. Pamphlets, poems and songs were
appearing all over the land and the prailses of Pearse,
Plunkett, Connolly, McDermott, Clarke and the others
were being sung from Cork to Donegal., The leaders
of Easter Week were now being piaced on the highest
pinnacles as our National Herces. Their names will
live in the miﬁds and hearfs of-the Irish people as
long as Ireland will be Ireland. The Irish Republiéan

Army or the I.R.A. as the Volunteers were now called,

b

were growing in strength and drills and parades were
taking place all over Ireland. Raids and arrests were
carried out by the British Armed Forces and the I,R.A.

sprung into action again but this time the warfare wvas
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different, hit and run guerilla tactics were adopted.

The 0.C. Derry City Battalion I.R.A. received
instructions from Dublin that as Derry City was an
ideal.place as a hideout for important men who
might be on the run he should refrain from any military
activities other than recruiting and drilling for
the present. Cavanagh carried out this order strictly
but in the ranks of the I.R.A. a number of young
energetic men not knowing Cavanagh's orders and
anxious for some activities formed'themselves into
a groﬁp known as the T.¥.P. or Ten Foot Pike.

This group under Gabriel McGrath (A young Dublin chap)
planned a raid on Nicholson's, Beech Hill Estate

a few miles from the City Béundary for rifles which
were supposed to be stored there, The raid was
carried out but only a few shot-guns were found,
Cavansgh, hearing of the raid, ordered an enquiry

and a number of courtmartials took place.

Gabriel McGrath went to Dublin and had an
interview with the I.R.A, headquafter sfaff, sone of
whom he had known personally. He told them that arms
amminition and explosiﬁes could be got eaéier in
Derry than in any other town in Ireian& and 1f he
got permission to carry .out raids he would show good
results. He was instructed to deliver a despatch
to the Derry 0.C. telling him to allow McGrath to
carry out such raids as the 0.C. thought suitable.
Afterwards Cavanagh referred to the T.F.P, as theé
active service unit. This group got. word that
Craig's. Foundry, Strand Road was manufacturing Mills -
Hand éreﬁades for the British Government. They
secured a number of keys for the back entrance of

those premises which opened the door on the Quay
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near Boating Club Lane. A mumber of men made several
visits per night uﬁtil over 5000 of those grenades

were safe in the hands of the I.R.A. The Grenades

were complete with spring trigéer and lever but without

any base plug.

The most important person on those raids was a
young chap called Dan McGandy a strong well built
young man who always came back with a full bag.Beling a
" post man, this aroused no suspicions. As he entered
Craig's yard not knowing that a Military Guard had
been stationed there from the night previous he wvas
immediately set upon and a fight ensued. .In the struggle
McGandy was pushed out into the Riyer Foyle. Two
English soldiers fell in at the same time and the
struggle continued in the water. McGandy exnausted
sank and the two soldiers were taken out of the water
and despatched to England the next day to avoid an
inquiry, Thus ended the life of one of Ireland's
noble sons and the first Republican,ﬁartyr of Dérry

c¢ity.

The T.F.P. became very active and they let no

. opportunity'péss that would further the Republican cause
and hamper the workings of the British Govermment in
Ireland. It was the custom of British soldiers coming
home on leave to bring their full kit including their
rifles with them. The T.F.P. realising there was a
chance of getting some handy rifles held up scores of.
those soldiers and relieved them of same. Some soldiers
who were sick fighting England's battles handed over
tﬁeir rifles, deserted and jbihed the Volunteers. As
those activities were taking place all over Ireland

and the loss of rifles to the British Government must

have been considerable orders were issued that in
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future all soldiers must deposit their rifles in a

.
military barracks before proceeding home,-

The T,F.P. attended recruiting meetings
with the main~object of asking awkwa;d guestions and
causing confusion. As those meetings were numerous: -
and the people in some districts vefy pro British
the Volunteers did not get it all their own way.
There was many a scuffle and the Volunteers having to
make a hasty retreét. I remember the greatest
recruiting meeting held in the Cify. It took place
in the Guildhall with R, Anderson, the Mayqr, acting
as chairman., Questions were asked from all parts
of the house. A nuwber of scuffles took place
while some Volunteers were being .ejected from the
hall amid choruses of cheers and bdés. The ﬁeeting
was eventually cut short and the Fianna boys
distributed Republican literature as the people left

the hall.

Sinn Fein in Derry city became a real live
organisation with plenty of pep. It attracted large
crowds of intellectuals who became its most active
members, The weekly meetings were well attended and
éo-conducted that there was hardly a dull moment.

They held very successful Gaeliec classes and sone
people who hold important posifions in the.26 Counties
today owe their success to the Gaelic they learned at

those classes.

Debating classes were formed and all good
debatable subjects were debated. One which caused
a lot of interest and amusemenf was Republié or
Dominion Homé Rule. The teams were well matched with
a few Schoolmasters on both sides together with a ,

rumber of business men, The debating was so keen
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and the points brought out so skillfully that the
Dorinion Home Rule team won by one vote. One lady
present took the debating so seriously that she
thought that the people who voted for Home Rule weré
letting the Republic down. This caused roars of
laughter. Pamphlets and poems were distributed,
stating the aimé, objects and advantages of Sinn Fein.
Ceilidhes were held nearly every Sunday night and
larger halls were taken over periodically for Ceillidhe
Mdrs. The planning and running of the organisation
was perfect. I often visualise the fun and the hapvy
faces in the Richmond Street Héll. If it was possible
to put back the hands of time and to re-enact the
hapoy days of 1918 when the Irish people étood as one
solid block, then we would find a rveal tonic for
all the gloom that the passing years have cast uoon
us, especlally the people of the Six Partitlioned

Counties of Ireland.

In April, 1918, The British Government declared
their intention of applying conscription to Ireland.
Irishmen were to be forced into England's army and
sent te fight England's battles throughout . .the four
.corners of the earth.' Protest Meetings were held
throughout the length and breadth of Ireland and the
following resolution passed. We joined
with our fellow countrymen at home and in foreign
lands in proclaiming once more that Ireland is a
distinet nation with a Jjust :ight to‘Sovereign
Independence, This right has been asserted in every
generation, has never been surrendered and never
_ allowed to lapse; We call the Nations to witness that
today as in the past it is by force alone that England
holds Ireland in her Empire and not by the consent
of the Irish pepple. A Conference held in the Mansion

House, Dublin, on April 18th, 1913, of Sinn Fein,
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Irish ‘Party, Labour and other Organisations, At the
meeting delegétes were appointed to visit Maynooth
where the Irish Bishops where holding their annual
conference. The delegation was received and the

joint statement issued which runs as follows:-

"Denying tﬁe right of the British Government to
enfofce compulsory service in this country we
pledge ourselves solemnly to one another, fo
resist conscription by the most effective means at

our disposal,®

-

Republicans in_Derry became very active. The
Volunteer Parades were more frequent and every method
was used to perfect the men in the use of firearms.
preparing for what they believed to be the inevitable
showdown with their mighty enemy. They were
determined not to allow themselves to be d;agged'

into the British Army. The Sinn Fein, Cumamnn na

- mBann and Fianna Organisatidns were doing everything

- possible.to prepare the people for coming events.

Anti~conscription literature was being distributed
and on Sunday April 21st 1918'chaifs and tables were
arranged outside the City Churches, taking the |
signature of all who were opposed to conscription

A large and vigorous protest meeting was held in

St, Columba's Hall. Hugh Ci O'Doherty, Solicitor,
took the chairgnthat grand old“gentleman, champion
of righteous causes, who was later destined to possess
the proud title of First Nationalist Mayor of Derry
City. He told that huge overflowing meeting that
the people of Derry Colmcille would not stand idly by
if the British CGovermment attempted to enforce

Conscription or Ireland.

The British Govermment became alarmed at the

solidarity and determination of the irish people and



after being warned of the conequences of such a step
they hesitated and at last withdrew the threat of
conscription in-Ifelahd. The Irish people by their
unity had scored another smashing blow against the

British Govermment's plots to anglicise the Irish.

With a large number of leading Sinn Feiners
in jail and hundreds on the run throughout the country
a general election crops up and every ounce of energy
is needed as the Sinn Fein party are fighting an
uphill fight but the people-of'Ireland are determined
they are finished with tﬁé Parliamentary Party and
no longer will they wait on the crumbs that fall from
the tables of Westminster. The time has come for the
Irish people to show the world that they demand their
Godgiven rights to live as a free people in their
own Irish way without dictétion from England or anyone
else. Workers are flocking to the Sinn Fein Clubs
sparing no pains and working day and nizht under the
most handicapped conditions. They succeeded in
perfecting one of the greatest election machines which
the country has ever seen. 1In Derry election addresses
were sent to everyone on the Regiéter no matter what
his or her political opiniop may be. On Election Day
Sinn Fein had plenty of cars and every booth was fully
manned. The Tricolour flew freely in the city. Scores
of Cumann na mBan were seen going from booth to booth
with refreshmehts for the Republiéan representatives
who on most occasions divided the refreshments with the
other parties present. When the election was over
and the results received the Republicans of Derry went
into jubilitation and a victory Ceilidhe was held.
Ireland has shown to the world that they stand by the
Republic proclaimed by the heroes of Easter Week.

The election was a clear issue. £Sinn Fein, the
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Republican Party had an overwhelming.victory over all
ather parties. The people turned out, insvite of
intimidation, to vote. Of the 105 seats Sinn Fein won
73. No country on earth has been so united as
Ireland is today and they renew their claim to .
Sovereign Independence. The Proclamation of Pearse,
Plunkett, Connolly, Clarke and the others has been
endorsed by the Irish people, In January, 1919, the |
first Dail met in the Mansion House, Dublin.
Twenty-seven of the representatives were present,
the rest being in jail or on the run. The usual
Govermment Departments were set up and the following
Ministers appointed to the various posts. The Cabinet
consisted of Arthuf Griffith, Minister for Home
Affairs; Count Plunkett, Minister for Foreign Affairs;
Professor McWeill, Minister of Industry; Countess:
Markieviez, Minister for Labéurg William Cosgrove,
Minister for Local Government; Michael Collins
Minister for Financej; Robert Barton, Minister for
Agriculture; Laurence Gimnell, Minister of Propaganda;
Cathal Brughé, Minister for Defence and Richard
Mulcahy, Chief of Staff of the Irish Republican
Army. The Briﬁish Govermment used every method to
prevent the Dall from functioning but failed hopelessly,
Republican Courts were set up and judges and jury
. appointed to carry out the law which was administered
to the satisfaction of all sections of the
population., A Police Force was recruited which carried
out the normal duties of detecting crime, apprehending
griminals and bringing them beforelthe courts., They
also traced and returned to the rightful ovner,
stolen property. A loan was floated to raise funds
for the various Government Construction Schemes ;
£400,000 having been subscribed inspite of the fact
.that the British'a;vernment had declared Dail Direann

an illegal assembly and made it a crime to advertise,
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collect or subscribe to the Dail Loan. The Irish
Republican Army came under the control of Dail EBireann
and the Minister of Defence. They became the
guardians of the deérnment. While the British
Government declared a state of war against the elected
Government of the people, the i.R.A. could not
stand idly ﬁy. Counter measures had to be adopted.
Attacks on police barracks became frequent and the
flames of war spread to the four cbrners of Ireland. The
I.R.A. realising what they .were up against pfepared to
meet the onslaught with an unflinching faith that right
will triumbh over might, With such a spirit they met the
foe in many & battle and their courage and faith brought
them victory over the enemy. All National Organisations
vere declared illegal by the British Government. Public
meetings were proclaiﬁed and the number of raids,
arrests, imprisonments and deportations were increasing
until they reached momentous proportions. Fairs and
markets were suppressed in many counties and the coming
of the Black and Tans added fuel to ths fire. This
Force was recruited from the slums of English Cities
and were given a free hand., "The more you kill the
better we'll like you" seeméd to have been the order
of the day? They carried it out withoﬁt qualms“?f
conscience. Curfew was imposed and everyone:had to- be
indoors at night fall, leaving the Forces of the‘Crowg
freé to carry out their hideous attacis on defenceless .
women and children, Doors were battered in and fhe
occupénts dragged froﬁ their beds in the middlie of
cold wintry nights, shivering, while the British Forces
ransacked their homes, Innocent-people have been
brutally murdered and sometimes their mangled bodies
were thrown into drain% or ditches as if they were not
human beings at all. Then we had the systematic

destruction of cresmeries, mills and stores and the
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‘wrecking, looting and fireé that turned many an Irish
City, village and town into scenes of frightfulness,
On the 19th October, 1920, the Irish Catholic

Bishops at Méynooth passed a resolution condemning

the present Britiéﬁ Administration in Ireland as
characterised by terror and failufe. They declared
outrages had been comnived at and encovraged if not |
organised, not by obscure or irresponsible individuals
but by the Government.- They alleged that men had
been tortured with barbarous cruelty and that there
are cases where young women were torn undressed from
their mothers at the dead of night. They demanded

a full inguiry into the facts and deménded for Ireland
self-determinztion. The British Govermment have been
pouring troops into the country with the intention of
carrying on the war on a more extensive scale. There
are more soldiers in Ireland than every before. It is
estimated on good authority that Ireland now contains
practically the whole of the British Home Garrison.

It is estimated that there are in Ireland eleven
Brigades of Infantry constituting the command of four
-Major Generais, together with the requisite Artillery
Cavalry Engineers and departmental forces. It is
even said that the staff of the First Division at
Aldershot have been transferred to Ireiaﬁd; Thousands
of raids and arrests have been taking place. Curfew
on a ﬁofe extensive and rigorous scale has been imposed,
while whole areas have been placed under ﬁartial Lawv.
Barricades have been erected and the movements of people
and trade have been restricted. The number of
executions and nightly murders are ever inPreasing and
the sky is reddened at night by the destructive fires
started to terrorise the Irish‘people into| subjection
and the destruction of food supplies with the main

purpose of forcing a famine on us. Evenﬁs have
1
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moved swiftly and the barbaric methods of Enéland only
served to ﬁnite the Irish people more closely together
and to increase their determinationjcome vhat may,
'_they w111 continue the fight until the British Forces
are driven from our Land. Guerilla tactics are
being brought up to date and new methods of attack
yere carried out with great success. British Forces
were being harroved everywhere and the constant
attacks which kept them long hours on duty, get%ing
practically no rest. They were in such a mervous
state and seeméd ready to crack up. The Repuﬁlican
Forces inflicfed heavy losses upon them. Ambushiﬁg
of patrols and convoys became a constant occurrance.
Surprise attacks were carried out with such
thoroughness and great courage on the part of the
Republican Forces that Crown Forces were surrounded

and disarmed after a short fight, Prisoners were
sometimes taken and were well treated by the
Republican soldiers who released them in a few days,
as was the case of Brigadier General Lucas, captured
near Fermoy. But when the British Forces captured
prisoners they were court-martielled and executed
for waging war against England's King. /Ihe British
Government used all classes of‘tricks in their effort
to blacken Ireland's name among the Nations of the-
Earth, butrinspite-of their vast propaganda net, the
truth of their doings leaked out and their own
friends condemned them for their methods. Mr,
Asquith _addressing a meeting at Lelcester last
night of the Natlonal League of Young leerals,
referred to the huge army of occupatlon in Ireland
and the enormous cost. He said they had heard-a
great deal about provocaﬁion, hot blood, about .

the Police acting in self-defence and of passion

being caused by seeing their comrades done to death.
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If that were a true description, said Mr. Asquith,

we would have indulgence and consideration but thet is
not thé true description. butrages have been
committed in the name of, or at any rate, by the
Officers of the law in‘the uniforms of soldiers and
policemen; outrages not committed in hot blood but
calculated, planned and organised, of which the
victims have been, not those who had committed the

. murders or maltreated policemen and soldiers, but
absolufely innocent unoffending citizens who had no
part of any kind in the matter. The favourite
apology of the members of the Government is that this
came from what are called tainted Sin£ Fein sources.
Nothing is more untrue: It rests upon the evidence
of perfectly independent, honest and responsible
correspbndence,‘not only of the Engilish but the
American and European Press, who are in lIreland, have
seen with their own eves what is going on and have

no motive or inducement to pervert or distort the
~truth. It rests upon the testimony of friends of

our own, Englishmen and Scotsmen of undoubted veracity
and responsibility, who also have seen with their own
eyes things which have taken place. It rests also
upon the sworn testimony which has been given in

the Irish courts themselves by witnesses who have .
apoeared in claims-made for compensatbtion for malicious
injury. There can be no shadow of a doubt that there
is an overwvhelming and irrefutable case of svstematic
and calculated outrage on the part of officers of

the Crown. Mr. Asquith referred to the case of
Balbriggan, where he said, two men were taken out and
mﬁrdered in cold blood. That was not denied. wheﬁ
he asked the Chief Secretary if any attempt was made

to bring the offenders to jiistice because they must
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ﬁave been perfectly well-known as members of
the police force. The answver was given that nothing
had been done. Can you asked Mr. Asquith, conceive
an occurrance more calculated to bring the law into
disrepute, to cast shame and dishonour on the uniform
of the Officers of the Crown, and to deepen, intensify
and embitter the already predominanf hostility of the
great masses of the people to the administration of
. the law. Then there was the destruction of the
creameries maliciously by the Police and Military in
the alleged execution of the law. Sir John Simon
speaking .on the sack of Cork té a peéce with Ireland
meeting, held at Hampstead, England, said, "Our :
civilization is made an absurdity and our boasted
British name dragged in the dirt! IR the British
House of Commons on Monday, March‘7th, 1921, Lord
Henry Bentick deglared that he could not see that

the Auxiliary Police had any connection with law and .
order. They were not engaged in maintaining it. They
were used mainly as an instrument for terrorising the.
Irish people into excepting the Govermment of Ireland

Act. From the Evening Telegraph, lMarch, 8th, 1921

Dublin Castle, the centre of British activity
in Ireland wag in confusion. Sus?ensions, dismissals,
and resignations were taking place in an ever
increasing scale., Eyes of suspicion were cast in
all directions as valuable information was leaking .
out to the Republican Forces. The Royal Irish
Constabulary were on the run. They had been driven
from hundreds of barracks throughout the country by
economic pressure while-numerous attacks had driven
them from others. - The Castle was the heart of
the British administration in Ireland. The R.I.C.
were the Arteries through which fiowed the information

the plots, the schemes and the conniving which were
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used to keep Ireland in sﬁhjection. The I.R.A. cut
the arteries wide open and the Castle was blseding to.
death. Events were méving swiftly to a climax, The
Britiéh Govermment were at their wits end so they
prepared a plan of mass murder. Seventeen members

of the I.R.A. were taken from their homes and brutally
murdéred. The I.R.A, General Headquarters Staff
received information throﬁgh Cbllins that he had
definite proof that a group of British Intelligence
Officersrwere Tesponsible for the murders. The I.R.4,
determined to put an end to this state of affairs
before their Officers all over the country would be
wiped out. They secured a full detdiled list of the
British Intelligence Staff, their movements, and the
addresses where they were living in Dublin under
assumed names; a photo group was also secured. On the
21st November, 1920, after having tried them in their
absence and sentenced them to death, their execuﬁion
vas duly carried out and 1% members of the authorised
murder gang were no more, Events were moving fast to

the inevitable conclusion.

Income Tax Offices had been raided and documents
burned in practically every county in Ireland. There
was only one more blow needed and that was struck when
the Customs House, Dublin, was destroyed with all its
files and documents. Thus British Civil Administration
had come to an end. The Republican Forces had scored
a great victory but not without loss for in %the battle

which followed some of Ireland's bravest sors fell,

|



38'

From Derry Journal. '

On her homeward journey from Christmas
holidays with friends in County Donegal, Mrs. Pearse
mother of P.H. and William Pearse, accompanied by
her daughter, Miss Pearse, spent the week-end in
Derry. On Sunday evening (&anuary, kth, 1918) both
paid a visit to the P,H. Pearse Sinn Fein Rooms,
Richmond Street, where a great crowd had gathered,
cheering as they enteredf Joseph O'Doherty who
presided said the name of Mrs., Pearse was renowned
‘not alone through the length and breadth of Ireland
but in every land and in every clime where the spirit
of sacrifice is appreciated, where fortitude isladmired
and bravery worshipped. Her example of self-
sacrifice established an ideal difficult for even
Irishmen to excel. That her attitude thrdugh all
_the agonising days of Easter Week was that of a-

martyr thoroughly reconciled to the Cross.

Mrs, Pearse, when the enthusiasm accorded to
her subsided, thanked all present for the very kind
reception given to her daughter and herself; She
was very proud and pleased to know that the Club
was called after her son Patrick and she concluded
that the lessons of his life were enthroned in the
hearts of the men of Derry. Personally she felt
the proudest mother in Ireland and though her
sacrifice might be termed great in having lost two
sons,; she ﬁas sure there were hundreds, nay, thousands
of Irish mothers capable of offering similar gifts

on the altar of Irish Liberty.
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Musing as she often does on the almost
miraculous change that h&s_come over the country since
Easter Week and seeing how perpetuvation of her sons
work was being so promptly and so wholeheartedly
adopted as a duty by the Irish peoples, she felt doubly
proud of the part allotted to her in bringing about
the transformation. Any suffering she underwent
was thoroughly recompensed by that splendid devotion
and the glorious consolation of witnessing a revorn

Ireiand, Cheers.

Having referred to Derry's good record in
supporting the National Aid Euna. Mrs. Pearse then
gave some interesting and todching details of: incidents
of a National character on the career of her sons
from the mutual vow made in childhood, pledging to
stand by each other, to work and fight for Ireland,

" until the morn of BEaster Monday when at the gate of
St. Enda's.she bade them farewell with a blessing,
a prayer and a hope to meet, if not again on earth,

in Heaven.

A concert programme began with "Who Feartho
Speakrof Faster Week" and ended with tﬁé Soldiers
Song. On Monday bofh ladies were shown around
various places of interest in the City before their

departure by train to Dublin.

— b — s

On Sunday, February, 10th, 1918, Commandant
Dé Valera and Sean F. McEntee landed in Derry at the
Lough Swilly Railwaf Station at 7.30 p.m; They were
éscorted from the platform by a guard of hopour of

Irish Volunteers under the command of Seamus Cavanagh



40,
the 0.C, of the city and escorted to the place where
a proceésion‘was lined up waiting for them lead by

the Colmeille Pipers Band, wearing their Celtic

"Uniforms of kilts and saffron shawls tied with large

Tara brooches; Four Fianna Boys with green blouses
green slouch haté and short pants, carried the
martial poles and as the band moved off playing‘"Who
Pears to Speak of Easter Week" they were £ollowed

by Paddy Kienan dfessed in Irish Kilts and carrying

a large tricolour.. 'With him weré De Valera, Sean
McEntee and Seamus Cavanagh surrounded by a bodyguard
of Volunteers carrying hurleys on their shoulders,
Then came a number of torch bearers followed by a
conpany of Fianna Zireann under mylcommand and in the
Tear were the members of the Red Hugh Hurling Club,
Cumann na mBan and the general publiec. There was no

cheering or flag waving but the warm rousing

“martialling tunes of the band broke the stlllness of

the evening as the procession marched through the
principal streets to St. Columba's Hall where Eambnn
De Valera was to address the people of Derry for the
first time and expounded to them the policy that

was fast spreading throughout the land under the

name of Sinn Fein. The Hall was filled to overflowing

The membership of the Padraig Pearse Sinn
Fein Club had so inereased that it became necessary
to form another Cumann. The Owen Roe 0'Neill Band
whose members had always been of the Irish Ireland
type decided to let their hall for part of the week.
and a new Sinn Fein Club was formed under the nanme
of "The fomés Ashe Clqb".i Hundreds of people from

the Bishop Street area flocked to this club\and it
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and it soon-becaﬁe the most active Sinn Fein Club in
the cit§. Robert McAnany was on outstanding Chairman
and_James Gallagher‘é most efficient Secretary. The
Committee had an.ingenious.ﬁethod by which the work
of the Cumann became interesting and enjoyable thus
succeeding in spreading the doctrine of Sinn Fein more

successfully than many other Cumanns.
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During this time the éctive service unit of
the'I.R;A. (T.F.P.) were‘very active. They carried
out raids on dozens of Estates owned by ex British
Officers where shotguns and various types of rifles
and revolvers were found. A raiding party left
Derry by cars and visited the regidence of Sir R,
Anderson, Unionist Mayor of Derry, at Moville, County
Donegal (on 27th Augusf, 19185. 4 raid vias arranged
-for the residence of Mr, Hardress Waller, Troy House.
Five men went by the Moville Road and were to enter
the grounds of the Estate by the front gate at a given
time, while five others were to proceed by rowing
boat and enter the rear of the grounds at the corner
of Rosses Bay. These men took charge of a rowing
boat which was tied to the wharf near the Great
Northern Railway Station,  -Getting into the boat they
were soon rowing with ease as a fast_edding tide bore“
them along. Everything was going well unt;l one of
the boys noticed that the boat was filling with water
At thié time they were well out and nearing Rosses
Bay. They tried to bail out the water with an old
hat which one-of the boys was wearing but their efforts
seemed in vain as the water was coming in faster than
they could bail it out. They realised that it would
not be long until the boat would sink. It was getting
dark and there was no way that they could get help
and to add to their plight not one of them could swim.,
The two at the oars pulled with all their might in
the direction of the shore while another bailed as
Tast as he could. At last they founﬁ themsélves within

wading distance of the shore.

The succeeded in landing and although they

were wet up to the waiét, they proceeded to the
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place arranged, carried out the raid and took away

some shotguns and ammunition.

_ A daring one man raid was Qarried out on the
General Post Officer where Telephone Apparatus was
taken. This was later used to tap the Telephone
wires leading to Victoria Barracks. Valuable

- information was received.

One day the Naval Deétroyer "Bfiscot?'was towed
into Derry Shipyard for repairs, having strﬁck a mine
of f Innishowen Head.¥While in the dry dock she was
boarded by members of the T.F.P. who took away seven

rifles and some ammunition.

On another occasion an armed fishing trawler
came to Derry and was berthed at the upper part of the
Quay facing Brown's Foundry. A number of workmen
vho were members of the I,R.A, were sent to work on
this frawler and vhen there they cut the bolts which
held the gun in place. They had made'preparations
for the removal of the gun when the whole gang'was
shifted to another job. About the same time another
trawler was raided and her supply of 18 inch shells
taken awvay. November 1919 members of tne T.,F.P,
}hrew a hand-grenade into the stores deﬁartment of
Derry jail from the corner of Bennet Sfreet. The
loud explosion caused consternation among the Governor
and the Warders and alarmed the people of the
surrounding district. The damage was not stated

by the Jail authorities.

November 1919 a member of the Flanna whose
father was an Bnglish soldier and he himself had lived
with his parents in the married guarters in Ebrington
Military Barfacks knew every nook and corner of the

place. He told me that it would be easy'to get some
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“ammunition, After explaining all the details and
drawing a plan of the place everything sesmed quite
feasible to me so I told Gabriel McGrath, He and Sean
Haughey decided to.come along. They carrie& revolvers
and were to protect us, while we forced our way
through a wooden fence into the hut on thé grounds used
by the Military for rifle practice. Six Fianna

boys came with me.. We all carried haversacks which
we wore under our top coats; The weather was cold and
suited the occasion. We went to tﬁe end of the
Barracks at the bottom of Browning Drive and had
succeeded in cutiing through the wooden fence into
where the sméll wooden hut was situated. 1In this hut
the ammunition was stored and this was where we
intended to fill our haversacks. We were 'to send each
Fianna Boy away as soon as he had got 4 supply. On the
side of the hut was the place where a window had
originally been., It was now covered by a thick wire
mesh. It did not take long to eut through this and

one of the boys was preparing to climb up into the hut
when he got the whisper that a sentry was coming. We
all lay'flat. As he came to the edge of the hut he
gave the usual click of the heels and returned. He
hadn't got far when we realised that there was a second
sentry onthe same post. One of the boys made a noise
and in the next second the sentry not knowing where the
noise came from was shouting halt. We succeeded in |
getting out to phe wooden fence, running crouched, over
to S5t. Columba's field where we ran with all our might
until we got into the safety of the trees. In the
distance the sentry blew his whistle and fired a few
shots. We realised now that the whole Military Guard
were being called out. Making for the open road we

crossed in the direction of the o0ld trench road.
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in ashort time we found ourselves at the head of
Dungiven Road. Keeping our ejes skinned to see if
the Police or Military were holding anyoné up, Bverything
seemed quite normal, so we proceeded over the Bridge

in groups of three.

I told the boys to go straight home and not to
mention a word to anyone. We enjoyed listening to the
rumours next day that a large party of the I.R.A, had:

attacked the soldiers in Ebrington Barracks.

On the 13th February 1919 a Gaelic class was in
progress in t he upper portion of the Sinn Fein Hall,
Richmond Street. About 70 people were present. In the
lower room nine or ten men sat round a big torching
fire. OSome yards away five men sat at a table playing
a game of Dominos. There were several other peonle
scattered throughout the Hall, Wwhen a bomb came
crashing in through one of the windows and landed near
the men at the fire, Somedne shouted "a bomb" and all
made for the door and down the stairs.q I graﬁbed hold
of Andy McDermott, the caretaker, who was totally
blind and took him into the street. The alarm was
raised and the people upstairs were hurried down.
There was no panic but no one seemed to have the
presence'of mind to throw the bomb out of the window
again, Everyone expected to hear an explosion at any
moment but Frank McDevitt coming on the scene and seeing
brownish thick clouds coming near one of the windowvs,
realised that the misle was a smoke bomb, He climbed
up to one of the windows and succeeded in breaking the
glass and opening it. He then opened several other
windows and in a short time the smoke bomb had burned

itself out and things came back to normal.

A few men were posted at the corner outside
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to prevent a re-occurrence. Héd it been a time bomb
or a hand grenade the consequences would have been
disastrous for the explosion most certainly would
have talcen place before any of the people would have

had time to get oﬁt of the Hall.

Many a good Presbyterian came and offered their
services to the Irish cause. Those men who had the
spirit>of Tone, Henry Joy McCracken and William Orr
could not stand idly b& and see the counﬁry that
gave them birth being trampled on by the Fnglish
Wolves. They tried to teach their co-religionists
the truth of Irish Nationality and to try to kill
that Bnglish invented bogey that Irishmen of
different religious beliefs could not live together
in peace. Those men were successful to a great extent ;
but England's agents saw what was happening and
fearing the unity of the whole Irish people, tried
all the naivish tricks possible-to conceive so that
they could apply that maxim with which they built

their Bmpire "Divide and Conquer",

The English controlling Orange Lodges, received
instructions from their Grand Masters that Sinn
Feiners and Catholics were to be attacked. Paid
agitators were put to work and religious bigotry
fostered to such an extent that miniature riots
between Unionists and Nationalists broke out
periodically. This consisted of stone-throwing,
cateh-cries and party songs such as God Save The King
and The $oldiers Song . There were usualiy.a numbexr
of shop windovis broken and sometimes the pilferring
of their contents took place. The Royal Irish
Constabulary played the part of restoring order after

some damage had been done.
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All this was part of the plan that was to
ovrepare the way for coming events. On Thursday
June, 18th, 1920, a Protestant gentleman sent word
to a Republican Officer that the Dorset Regiment were
handing over rifles and ammunition to a certain
section of'the Unionists so as to create trouble and
if possible a civil .and religious war. The |
Republican Officer thought that the story Wastbo
fantaétic and dismissed it as such, But on Saturday
night Juné, 20th, 1920, about 8 o'clock a drunken
squabbie took place between two men at Bishops Gates
Faturally this attracted a small crowd but when the
fight was over and most of the people had dispersed
a group of Orangemen numbering about twenty, armed
with British Service Rifles, started firing down .
Fountain Street and Alnert Street into Bishop 3treet
and Long Tower Street, vhich was purely a Hationalist
district. Their first shots struck John O'NVeill,
vounding nim in the leg ncar the knee and Eilling an
old maﬁ named John McVeigh, who received a very nasty
wound on the neck., The Rev, Father 0'Neill was just
in time to administer the last rites of the Church
after making his way through a barrage of bullets.
John Farren who had just come from the Long Tower
Church where he had been to confession, received
two ricketed bullets in the stomach. He must have
died in great pain. Another man called Mallet, who
was to- travel to the U.S.4. the next week was
hurrying home when he received a bullet .in the back
and died a short while afterwards. While this was
taking place another section of armed brangemen cane
marching over London Street, down Bishop Street,
firing shots, one of which struck and killed a Mr,
Price, who was stopping at the Diamond Hotel. The

Orangemen were lead by an ex-Army Sergeant, takirng
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up positions in the Diamond they started firing down
Butcher Street and into Waterloo Street, killing a
man named McLaughlin and wounding a woman who came

to his aid, waving a white apron.’

Four armed Policemen vwho were on duty moved
awvay leaving the centre of the City in the hands of
the Orangemen. Those attacks lasted from 8 till 11
o'clock, killing 5 pe@ple and wounding 24, No police
of scldiers came to the assistance of the Nationalists
although there were a Battalion of the Dorset
regiment and hundreds of police in the city at the
time, Those attacks were only a test to see what
resistance they would receive from the I.R.A. and the
Nationalist people in general. Seeing there was no
attempt to countér attack or even to defend the

British controlled Orangemen thought that the time

was ripe for the taking over of Derry City.

The next day was 3Sunday gnd everything was
peaceful except for the wild rumours that flooded the
c¢ity. Most people thought that the worst had passed
and prepared to go to their work as usual on Monday
morning but when the Nationalist dockers and coal
porters started their work at the Quay they suddenly
‘éame under a hail of bullets, fired at them from the
otherside of the water by at least 20 rifle-men
Factory girls and all other class of workers found
their way blocked by snipers who had themselves placed
on the most strategic points throughout the City.

The snipers on Sam Taggart's flat roof, John Street,

" controlled a commanding position of the Bridge,

John Street, Foyle Road, Abercorn Road, foot of Bridge
Street, and part of Foyle Street. The snipers on the

roof of Frew's Hotel, Carlisle Road, controlled
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Orchard Street, part of Bridge Street, Market Street
and a large portion of Derry wWalls. The Snipers

on Walkers Monument, the Protestant Cathedral, Bishop
Street, the Orange Hall and the Mosonic Hall,
Magazine Streef, and had a commanding view over most
of the Nationalist area of the city and things were
such that for a time the city was completely in the

hands of the Orangemen,

In the Waterside district a similar state of
affairs existed. Attacks were made on the:
Nationalist Districts of Cross Street, Irish Street
and Chapel Road. A group of armed Orangemen took
up positions at the head of King Street about a
hundred yards from the British Military Barracks..No
attempts were made to remove them. Communications
between Derry and the Waterside were carried out
by expert morse and semaphore signalers, All this
proves that a well thought out and highly organised
plan had been carried out by the backing and approval
of the Brifish Government and not as some people

thought the work of a munber if irresponsible youths.

After Saturday night's events, a mobilisation
of I.R.A. took place in the Owen Roe Hall, off |
Bishop,street; on Sunday night, to consider means
of protection for the Nationalist population. The
Volunteers were lined up and all members who had
any Tirearms with them or at home were told to take
one step forward. About 15 stood out, two having
rifles and the rest having revolvers, some of which
were oult of date, and without any ammunition, thus
proving beyond all shadow of doubt that the I.R.A,
had not expected the sudden outbreak of the

Orangemen and were not prepared for it.
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After an investigation into the cause of the
shooting, when all the facts were made known
it was evident that the Orangemen were being used
by the British Governmgnt to start trouble between
the different religious groups in the North of Ireland.
The I.R.A. were ordered to take stern measures against
the armed Orangemen and at ths same time they were to
protect the lives and property of all citizens, even
the Unionists. This order was carried out to the
best of their abiliﬁy and on Monday morning about
11 o'clock Patrick Shiels, a Republican Officer, who
later became 0.C. of the City, came marchihg up
Waterloo Street with‘a group of armed men, numbering
12. Three had rifles and the rest had revolvers.
When they got to Butchers Gate, each man fired a shot
in the direction of the Diamond where armed Orangemen
had installed themselves. Believing they'were
being attacked by a large number of I.R.A, the
Orangemen, without returning the fire, retreated up
Bishop Streect, over’London Street and into-Fountain

Street which was their main stronghold.

It is true that a large mmber of Protestants
were ignorant‘of the cause of the attacks and showed
their disproval of the whole dastardly affair. In
the meantime the Nationalist pOpul§tion had reached
the end of their endurance and small sections were
preparing to attack Unionist siops but the I.R.A.
sent men armed with hurley sticks to guard all Unionist
shops and people who would be likely to be attacked,
while in the Unionist districts no such protection
vas given to Nationalists. Many Catholics were |
driven from their homes and had to seek shelter with

friends in other distriects.
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attack on all armed posts the local authorities
immediately sent to Belfast and the‘Queen's Regiment
wég dispatched within a few hours. In the meantime
the Catholic Clergy of St. Columba's'College begged
of the I.R.A. Officers to call their attack off as
thesy feared a lot of innocent people would be killed,
After some time the Officers agreed to call off the

attack and wait events.

The Queen's and Dorset Regiments started taking
up positions in;variousrparts of the City. They had
a great display of machine guns, armoured cars and
full eguipment, including their fiesld kitchens. The
I.R.A. ordered their Forces to disperse quietly and to
take up their usual occupations as they were not
going to let the British trick them into a full scale
attack_where they would be sutmumbered both in men
and material. Their arms and ammunition were collected
and taken safely back to their dumps while a few
men with revolvers were stationed at the various
points for the protection of Churches and Streets
that ﬁere in the danger zone. After a few days the
British soldiers started their usual activities of
raiding for arms but, remember, only in Nationalilst
districts. Inspite of their searching they only
succeedéd in getting an odd revolver hefe and there.
Thus started the compaign of horror that was to be
used to keep the Catholics and the non—Catholic'
people from ever uniting. Britains plans succeeded
and the flow of non-Catholies into the I.R.A. was
halted.

The Derry Magistrates called for Martial Law

to stop the June fighting.  In the British House

of Commons Mr. R. Cecil said "May I ask whether it

is true as reported today that the Magistrates of
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Derry have made serious complaint as to the.

ﬁanagement of the groops." Mr. Bonar Law said he
would not answer that. ﬁeplying to qﬁésfiqns in
Parligment regarding Derry Mr. Bonar Law stated

e have received information from the County Inspector
iﬁ Derry that nine civilians have been killed and from
fifteen to twenty wounded. Brigédier General Carter
Caépbell the Commanding Officer has gone from Belfast
to Derfy with full discretion to deal with the siftuation
I was in communication with him today and he confirmed

the view that they had an adequate force in the city."

A Pariliament was later set up in Belfast and on
the 22 June 1924,the British Government sent over their
King to give it an official opening. The Orangemen
were to be organised by Battalion into Battalion areas
and armed by the British Government so as to always

remain a stumbling block to the unification of Ireland.

4

When the I.R.A. took over the Shamrock Hall
Brigade, 21st June, 1920, they formed four Comﬁanies
A, B, C, and D. DIach Company was up to full strength
aﬁd everything was carried out in real military
fashion. Fach Company had four sections, each with
a Section Leader. They were drilled and trained in
the most up to date British Army pattern. %n
Engineering Company was formed with picked men. Charles
McWhinney took charge and had his men well trained in
the whole éphere of Military Engineering, especially
tLe derailing of trains, the blowing up of bridges
and the-type and quantity of explosives to use. They
also learned the dangers and the safe-handling of same.
On many an occasion they proved themselves capable
and a credit to their instructor. A4 police force

was also formed with a head constable in charge. This

group carried out the normal duties of policemen,
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keeping the peace 5f the city, detecting crime and
arresting criminals and sesing that the decrees of
the Repuﬁlican Courts were carried out. Paddy
Hegarty oﬁe of the Officers Qf Derry I.R.A, received
a special commission to buy arms and ammuni#ion. He
formed a small groub of people whom he could
thoroughly trust. This group was to store, handle
and deliver the suppllies which Hegarty would receive,
None of them were to reveal any of the ir activities
even to the 0.C., or other officers of the I;R.A.
Those people carried out their work with suéh secrecy
and skillful manoeuvering that the British Forces
never got an inkling of the vast quantities of
ammunition and arms that passed through the‘hands of
this group into the ordinary rank and file of the
Republican Organisations. It is estimated that over
1,000,000 rounds of ammunition came through the
Eegarty group., Paddy Hegarty was in touch ﬁith a man
from Buncrana, Co. Donégal, named Williams Donaghy,
known locally by the nickname of William Blécg-as he
was a blacksmith by trade. He came to Derry with a
horse-drawn van periodically and delivered large
gquantities of ,303 ammunition to Hegarty‘shiobaccqﬁist
Shop, Poyle Strest. It was immediagely fepgcked into
parcelé containing 506 rounds; most of thosé parcels
were taken by me to John Doherty's, Lower Road,

James Lynch's, Sloan's Tefraee, ieonérd‘s, William
Strest and iots of o%hef places.ﬁhere tﬁey ?emained .
until they wsre recuired., It is now interesting to
reveal‘that a very large quéntity of ,303 ammunition,
at least one machine gun, several rifles and some
small arms, came from Dunree and Leenan Forfs,

Inishowen, where British troops were stationed.
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Another man whom Hegarty was in contact with was a
Norwegian named Oscar Horby who travelled across the
Channel as a seaman on the coal boat Carrick Lee.
He managed to bring good quantities of small érms
and blésting gelignite, ThoseAsupplies fanned out
to County Derry, Donegal, and Dublin. Ceneral
Owen O0'Duffy and Pearse Beasley had received some
of‘those supplies and McCaffeirty a Labour Delegate
on his freguent visits to Dublin brought supplies

of gelignite, small arms and dispatehes.

There were other people and routes by which \

_ supplies went but those were only known to Paddy
Hegarty whose work was so importanﬁ that iﬁ arrestéd
he was not to stay in jail if it was at all possible
for him to get out. . This organisation caﬁe into
being in 1917 and continued until the Trpce‘192l.

The exploits of the Hegarty group are so sensational
that it would take volumes to give the details and to
do justice to them. Owing to the strict secrecy with
which the work was carried out they were able to
continue throughout the years without attracting much
attention or bringing suspicion on themselves., Their
work was known only to that small circle although
every member was trusted with the utmost confidence.
We were waiting on the day when the Crown Forces would
éweep on us and cut the life-line that kepf the
Republican Forces in Derry and the surrounding country
alive for without rifies, ammunition and explosives -
our forces would be helpless when called oﬁ to defend

themselves against the well armed forces. of Britain.

Risks had to be run and everyone of us,
realising the chances we were taking took them with
a determination. Come what may the supvlies must get

through. John Doherty received the largest supplies
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which he took to various districts outside the city and
from there large supnlies went to Dublin and other
centres. I had been carrying supplies to his house

and shed almost weekly for the last three years.

One day while making my usual visit after
walking a distance of a good half mile with a parcel
wvhich mast have contained over 500 rounds of ammunition
every few minutes I had to change the parcel from
one arm to the other and lean it on my hinch bone,
thinking I could never make it as the parcel was
frightfully heavy. At last the shed was in sight
and within a short time I was standing at the door.
The place was packed with straw and other supglies and
the small space on the floor looked dark. 1 had only
gone a few steps vhen John Doherty roared at me like
some demented person “What do you want.snooping. .
there" he shouted. 'Get out to hell out of, it" he
contiﬁued. I nearly fell through the ground, I was
dumbfounded. Never before had I seen Johh in such
a mood and was Jjust about to ask what it all meant
when my eye caught a glimpse of a police Sergeant
sitting on a large wooden trunik. I inade off without
éaying one work, wondering what I should do next.

My arms were starting to give‘way under the heavy load
and to walk béck,to Hegarty's shop was out of the
guestion. Walking over_Fraﬁces Strezt, down Great
Jame's Street and over the Lower Road, I took one
more.look in the direction of Doherty's‘Shed and

I saw John standing at the door waviné on me to come
over, .Looking in all diréctions to see if the way

was clear a few paces brought me across the Streect

' "That was a narrow shavég says John, reaching for the
vparcel and putting it ihto the wooden trunk which

the policeman had been sitting upon some nminutes before,

"He has gone and although he is friendly with me, I
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would not trust him as far as I could throw him. If
you nad handed me that parcel in his presence our
éame would have been up. We would be all under lock
and key and the boys would be left without any supplies.
I am sorfy I had to be rough with you but 1 was
afraid you would not see him in the dark. ¥e can't

be too carefulY,

One day I was asked by Paddy Hegarty to bring
a small varcel of ammunition and 100 detonators to
Ned McDermotit's Tobacconist Shop, Strand Road. After
receiving the parcel I went to get my top coat which
was hanging up in the back room and as 1 was leaving
the shop, Paddy called me back and handed me a parcel
of Tobacco asking me to deliver it to the Cénteen of
the R,I.C. Barracks, Strand Road, telling me to be
sure and deliver Ned McDermott's parcel firsgt. I
went on my way and meeting a'féw chaps that I knew, I
got into conversation. We walked and talked until we
came to the gate at Victoria Barracks. Then withoﬁt
thinking I walked in and delivered what I thought to
be the parcel of tobacco. The two parcels were about.
the same weight and tied with a string across. Vvhen
I came out and moved away from the Barracks.something
urged me to open the parcel which I had with ﬁe, and
I got a shock to find that I still had the tobacco
and that the parcel containing the ammunition and
detonators was lyigg in the R,I.C. Canteen, I had
no time to loose;I had to make up my_mind'quickly.
Should I run away from the place or should I take the
risk of going back for the parcel? I turned and made
for the open gate once more, walking down the vard.
After being questioned by the policemen at.the door
when I landed at the Canteeﬁ, Constable Brennan asied

me what I wanted and I told him I had left the wrong



58.

parcel by mistake, He reached to the shelf, handing
me my varcel of ammunition and I handed him his parcel
of tobacco, Coming out the gate again I hadn't gone
far when my whole body started shivering and I could
feel my knees getting weak. After a few minutes

I became all right again and as I delivered my parcel
to Ned McDermott he asked me what was wrong with me,
or did I see a ghost as my face was very white. So _

I had to tell him the whole story.

From this time onwards I promilsed myself that
I would not make anotﬁer mistake while del;véring
.Republican supplies. James Lynch, angther member
of our group;was a good soul with a quiet ﬁnassuming
disposition. He had been keeping supplies from a
very early period. In fact he was instructed by
Seamus Cavanagn, the‘O.C. to keep himself away from
all Republican gatherings includiﬂg all drills and
parades of thne Volunteers as he wanted him to be free
from all suspicion while he kent supplies of ammunition
and small arms for the Volunteersf I was sent at
_various periods to his house in Sloans Terrace with
heavy parcels of suﬁplies. On other occaéions I
spent days sorting out bags of mixed ammunition which
he had. Pgddy Lafferty, another member Qf'the group,
handled large sﬁpplies of ammuﬁition, handgrenades,
rifles, and small arms. . He had an arms dump made
at the back of his yard. During numerous raids on
his home the police and military walked over those

supplies - without finding then.

Parcels for County Derry were deliéered by me
to a former Unionist Yard in Spencer Road, Waterside.
Leonards, William Street, was another store-house
for the Mofement and mumerous parcels were kept there

until required. Joe Logue, Waterloo Sireet and
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john McGilligan also kept supplies for thé Repﬁbliean
Forces. Paddy Hegarty seemed to live for the
Republican Movement. Republicanism was his main topic
and his every activity was directed towards-the same
end. The risks he ran and the narrow escapes,

seemed only to inflame his spirit to greater achievement
He had a knack of picking his men,aé he seemed to look
into your very soul. Once apvproved by him he trusted
you with thé utmost confidence and never had he to .
regret his decision. Several former Unionists received;
his confidence énd were entrusted with the keeping of
Republican supplies. On one occasion when a large case
ﬁad arrived at his shop with the usual suppiies,

Paddy was debating the Irish question with a British
Officer while I was .checking the ammunition in the

next room,

One day a friendly policeman told Paddy that
his shop’would be raided in a few hours time, He had
a mumber of heavy parcels containiné mixed ammunition
and some blasting gelignite. He'asked me 1f I could
find a hiding pl§ce at my home for this stuff. I took
the parcels, making sevcral journeys for them, They
remained with me for a little over two months. Paddy
Hegarty's son, Sean, carried parcels to and from the

houses already mentioned.

The Royal Irish Constabulary were the main
collectors of information for the British Intelligence
Staff. They or their agents attended all meetings of
a National character. A report of all present together
with the business transacted was made out and handed
in at the Vietoria R.I.C. Barracks, Strand Road, or

sent through one Qf‘the secret chammels used for such
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information. Two pqlicemen who were specilally
appointed were in charge of this Department where
they compiled and sorted the-inforﬁation after putting
it in code held it for future reference. A duplicate
copy was sent to Dublin Castle:. The telephone exchange
held a special line open for more urgent type of

information each night at 10 o'clock,

As the Republican organisations'developed and
became more active Dublin Castle Tequired a more
detailed account of those activities. In fact they
wanted to know the quantity and the quaiity of arms
and ammunition in the possession of the I.R.A. vhere
.they had come from, who brought them and the names
of persons who were supplying the I.,R.A. with
information esnecially about troop movemgnts and
police activities. This was the class of information
the British Intelligence Departments were seeking but
those ‘were the most guarded secrets held by the I.R.A.
and British Agents were never able to penetrate the
small circles of trusted mén who carrisd out their
plans quietly but effectively. 1In fact the most
innocent looking peonle were use@ at times for the
toughest jobs. The British used every device possible
to attain their ends. One little item which shows
their method of approach is - A Republican soldier
called Joe, who had spent a term of imprisonment
and was known to be an active member of the I.K.A.

- was met one day by a man who was a complete stranger
to him., This man got into conversation with Joe and
talked as if he had known him all his life. Before
he left he had arranged to see him again and within
a month they had become very good friends. The
stranger told Joe that he knew he was pressad for -
money. Joe admitted the fact that.he and his people

vere living on a very scanty income. The stranger



thinking he now had Joe on a string told him that he
knew how he could get soﬁe extra money. All he would
have to do was to report small items about the I.R.Ar
which would do no one any harm, but'ﬁguld get him a
good weekly sum., Joe got a shock at first as he !
had grown to like his‘new friend but he kepi cool and
the agent thinking he had scored a hit arranged to’
meet him the following night at the Rialto Cinema.

He told Joe that he would be sitting in the last row
of.seats on the ground floor at the second house and
that if he (Joe) would turn up everything wquld be
all right. In the meantime Joe told his.whole story
to a Republican Officer who advised him to meet this
man as arranged but Joé, being afraid,of becomring
entangled in a net which he might not easily get out
of, decided to stay away. The British Agént knowiﬁg
that his plans failed and that he could not be identified

left Derry and was not seen by Joe again.

The R.I.C.‘had a number of spotters and touts
on their pay roll. The touts mostly consisted of the
unfortunate type of people who were getting into
trouble now and again through drink or occasional
thefts and were supplying information to haveltheir

sentences reduced or suspended.

From the formation of the Volunteers the
procuring of arms, ammunition and explosives was one
of the most important problems confronting the general
staff. The Officers throughout the country used évery
cénceivable effort for the procuring of same. Arms
were landed at Howth and at Galway but the quantity
needsd to equip an army was large., British Agents
were kept busy watching every available avenue so that
it was difficult if not impossible to get supplies on
a large or comprehensive scale, Ihe Volunteers had

to be satisfied with the small trinklings that landed
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now and again. Arms were captured from the enemy
in battle and there were always a few soldiers ard
police who were always anxious to sell all the arus
they could lay hands on.but the war for Indépendence
could not be won by riflss alone. Exploéives vere
required and plenty of them. Some gelignite came
across the chamnel, mostly from Scotland, but the
quantity arriving was not sufficient for the big
task the I.R.A. had before them. There were bridges
to be destroyed, police and military barracks to be
attacked with something more than rifle fire. There
weré land mines, hand grenades and bombs to be filled,
and the exploéives must be got. The scientific
minds of the Organisation got to work and small
munitions factories were established throughout the
country. Bombs and explosives were made and new
discoveries perfected. Powerful explosives were made
from such-simple substances as rosin, oatmeal, and
sugar., Potassium chlorate exﬁlosives were numerous.
The I.R.A. also mamufactured blasting gelignite.
Large size handgrenades and egg bombs, theromite bombs
which were to be used to attack armoured cars were

in the course of manufacture.

On June 24%th 1920, Curfew was imposed in
Derry Cityffor the first time. Evsryone wifh the
exception of the Crown Forces and a small numper
of civilians who were pfivileged to have passes
were ordered Lo Temain indoors betiveen 10.30 p.m.
5.30 a.m. During those hours patrols of military
cycled through the various streets of the city
halting everyone they found there. Those not
possessing passes'were arrested and brought to
Vietoria Barracks where they spent the night. Later
they were brought before a magistrate and fined;

Those refusing to halt were fired at. Many narrowily



63.
escaped with their lives. For the first three or
four weeks the civil popﬁlation took the whole thing as
a huge joke. People were making pranks about it and

describing their narrow escapes with an air of

. lightness and carefreeness but as the weeks went by

the seriousness of the situation dawned on them. The
Curfew patrol ordered lights out in all windows. If
they were not extinguished imm-diately a volley of
shots were fired in their direction. The mumber of
people receiving bullet wounds together with the
number killed outright by the Curfew Patrols was ever
increasing. - The ¢ivil population became greatly
disturbed. Resentment to Curfew and the presence of
British soldiers was becoming more marked even among .

the so-called loyalists.

The youth of the city started faking things
into their own hands and carried out countér~manoeuvres
against the Curfew Patrols who had become so snobby,
thinking that they had cowed the Irish veople of
Derry City into subjection. Grouﬁs of boys could be
seenAat night, a few minutes before curfew, tying
strong thin black rope across the various streets
and scattering broken giass and barbed wire which they
had cut into lengths of about 1 foot, so that Military
Patrols would run into the ropes or puncture thelr
tyres on the broken glass or the prongs of the barbed
wire. And as tﬁe nights grew darker those same iads
removed the 1lids of the manholes of the Citly sewers
especially in Lecky Road and Rosville Street. The
soldiers became greatly annoyed and started shoéting in

all directions. Owing to the number of obstructions

.placed in their wéy and the number of punctures they

were receiving nightly the soldiers had to discard

their biéycles and patrol the streets on foot.



One night a number of youths placed a coat
and hat on the iron cross which is erected over a
Holy Well in St. Columba's Wells. The Military Patrol
approaching this street saw in the distance what they
thought to be a tall man standing. They called on him
to halt, put up his hands and advance to be recognised
but he did not move. The soldiers started shooting anc
after about 15 minutes they turned and went in the
opposite direction, apparently afraid to go and
investigate. Raids were carried out 1n ramerous houses
especially the homes of noted Republicans. Rooms werem%
ransacked, bedclothes -pulled off beds and pictures
taken down from the walls and on occasions metal
detectors (Electric Magnets) were used in search for
arms. Over one hundred men in Derry City were on the
run and lying in strange beds af night was a common
occurrence.

On the gable of Watt's Distillery, Abbey Street,
a large Tricolour crossed by the Stars and Stripes was
painted on the wall. The Dorset Patrol became very
annoyed. They went to a néarby yvard and procured
a ladder and a pot of tar and proceeded to disfigure
the two fiags. The next night a youth repainted the
flags and added the following lines:-

This is the flag the Dorsets hate,

It drives them all insane,

But every time they wiped it out,

It blossomed fourth again.

The English failed to tame us,

With their guns and armoured car

So of course they sent the Dorsets,

With their 1little tin of tar.

But let the Dorsets understand

It sure would give us pain,

To waste an Irish bullet,

On such dirty English swine.

Our flag shall wave forever,

Inspite of threat or scar,

For we defy the Dorsets and,
Their 1little tin of tar.
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they started firing into Charley Breslin's (Sinn Fein)
Book Shop. The Breslin family, not knowing the cause of
the attack succeeded in getting over the back wall and
away to séfety before their home was consumed in
flames. The gallant defenders of peace and order not
being cortent with the damage they had done proceeded
to John Doherty's Sheds at the top of the same street,
setfing them on fire. The Sheds burned fiercely as
they contained large quantities of straw, a chesnut
horse and seven pigs wvere trappéd in the flames together
with a Ford.motor car, 3 side caré, 1l cart and
3 complete sets of harness. Residents in the
locality could hear the agonising screams of the
animals but no one dare venture out. At last the
screams died down-and the air soon became poluted with
the smell of burning flesh. When their job was
comnlete the police went in the direction of Michael
O'Doherty,Creggan Street (father of Joseph 0'Doherty

T .D. for Donegal) where they started to smash the door

and windows, throwing a hand grenade into the house,

which, luckily, failed to explode. The Doherty
family were in the house ét the time but none ol them
were injured. Their butcher shop in Sackville Street
was next for attack. The servants of the Crown
visited other sections of the town where they
terrorisad the peopnle by ftheir conduct. Collins
Painter Shop was set on fire and about 14 other
premises were singled out for attack. A Tobacconist
shop in Foyle Street owned by Paddy Hegarty (well
known Republican) was attacked. The large plate
glass window was smashed and an attempt made to set
the premises on fire but the incendiary bomb burned
itself out and only‘succeeded in setting fire to one
section of the window, Had the_culprits succeeded in

their wild scheme it is feared that a lot of
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innocent peonle would be burned to death. Hegarty's
shop which was all sheeted with wood, contained lafge
quantities of matches, walking sticks and other
inflammable material and if properly set alight would
burn fiercely. Built between the Norwestern Hotel
and the Criterion Hotel those two places were bound
to suffer and as the Fire Brigade was engaged pulting

out fires in other parts of the city there would be

' nothing else to do but let the fire take its course.

Three policemen were wounded in Foyle Street
that niéht. Mhy'they wvere there and‘hbw they received
their wounds my readers can decide for themselves,
after I have given them all the facts. At the
inguiry held in the Infirmary on Constable Hugh Kerns
one of the policemen who were shot in Foyle Street
and had died, evidence was given by Conétable King

that at midnight on Saturday when in Victoria

Barracks, he learned that policemen were lying wounded

. in Foyle Street. Witness arrivéﬁ‘there about 10 or

15 minutes past.le o'ciock and found Constable Kerns
shot, lying on the_féotpath at the Criterion Hotel

in ﬁools of blood. Constable Kerns was able to
speak but was moaning badly;both mén,were in plain
clothes, Lieutenant Rowley, Dorset Regiment, who
was in charge of a military party of 15 escorting

the Fire Engine said when passing through Foyle Street
and opposite the Butter Market he noticed the fire

on the left hand side of the street and a number of
men near the East Wall sfeps. Shots were being fired.
He shouted to the driver to pull up and ordered his
men to get down. The noise was so great that his
orders were not heard., Witness got down himself and
in doing so slipped and fell. -When he got up the
engine ﬁith his men had proceeded. Witness ran to

the other side of the street from where the civilians
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were firing. The soldiers returned the fire of
the-civilians and witness saw a ﬁén fall. Witness

ran to the police barracks and while he was running
the firing by the civilians contimued, He rejoined
the escort at the junction of the asylum and Strand
Road and found that they bad fired 2% rounds.

Replying to Head Constable.Donoghue witness said all
the men he saw in Foyle Street were in civilian attire.
He did not notice any of the men with revolvers, He

noticed some of them with rifles.

J. Trimble, Fire Brigade Superintendent said
that when passing the butter market he noticed a
- numbzr of men some distapce ahead running across
the street from left to right. When opposite the
Criterion Hotel he noticed three or four men standing
on the footpath facing towards the engine. One of
the men was dressed in dark clothes and had a white
handkerchief or mask tied across the lower part of
his face and had a rifle in position ready to fire
at the engine. Firing then‘commenced. Witness
believed that the men on the street opened fire at
the Engine and that the military replied. There wvere
no marks on the engine and no one on it was injured,
Witness did not see any person in uniform on the

street.

Iet us consider this evidence which appeared

- in the daily papers. First, who attacked and set
fire to Paddy Hegarty's shop? Beiﬁg a trusted
Republican Leader in the city it is not likely that
Republicans_cduld have done it. Seeing that
Republican houses were attacked and burned by menbers
of the Royal Irish Constabulary that night, is it

not likely that the same. forces were responsible for

the fire in Foyle Street?
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2nd, When Lieutenant Rowley of the Dorset
Regiment repdrtedhthe shooting in Foyle Street at
Victoria Bafracks, he must have'told them that policenmen
were lying wounded in Foyle Street? For we see by
the evidence of Constable King that he learned in
Victoria Barracks that policenen were lying wounded
in Foyle Street and that he went with a party of men
and found Constable Kerns and Detective Constable Short
lying on the focotpath (néar Paddy Hegarty's shop) they
were in plain clothes and it was 10 or'l5mminutes past

12 o'clock,

‘3rd, Lieutenant Rowley said that he with 15 men
was' escorting theiFire Engine to fires in William
Street and when passing‘through foyle Strest he saw
a fire on the left hand side of the Street (Paddy
Hegarty's shop as there were no other fires_in Foyle
Street that night). The Officer gave orders for the
Fire Engine tO.StOp and his men to get down. He said
his orders were not heard and that he got down and
slipped and fell and that the Fire Engine proceeded.
Are wé to take it that the Officer tried to get off the
FirelEngine when it was proceeding at full speed and
that the confusion on the Fngine was such that none
of the soldisrs or Firemen saw the O0fficer fall off or
did they seem to miss him? and that the soldiers
opened Tire at men in pléin clothes, whom they thought
had fired at them or were likely to fire at them.
Twentyfour shots being Tired by the military who
had left their officer lying in Fovle Strest and
proceeded to the Asylum Road, a distance of almost
half a mile. The Officer getting up, started running
the long track and stopped only to notify the police
that some of their members were lying wounded in Foyle

Street.
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The Dorset Regiment which carried out the
usual Curfew Patrols did not appear on the streets
on their nightly patrol that night,. leaving the way

clear for the Police to carry out their reorisals.

What conclusions are we to take from all this
evidence, First that the Fire Brigade seging a shop -
on fire in one of the'prindipal streets of the city
where there was danger of a full block of important
buildings being destroyed speeded.past it and left
the flames to do their worst. Second, that the 15
soldiers were afraid of a few armed men and after
firing a number of shots proceeded at full speed to
the Asylum Road, far from the scene of the shootiné.
Third, the soldiers ﬁere to escort the Fire Brigade
to fires in William Street, but afier the shooting in
Foylée Street the soldiers without any officer, made
the Fire Engine take them to the Asylum Road, a long
way off from the scene of the fires, the fire engine

having to proceed to the fires without any escort.

At a meeting of .the Corporation the
Mayor said he was surprised to find that the Derry
Sentinel (a tri-weekly Unionist paper) tried to
saddle one section of the community with-the shooting
of the policemen. He was not going to follow their
example and saddle'any section of the community until
the responsibility had been fixed. He challenged
an inquiry iﬁto the shooting of the three policemen
and said'prominent and influential Sinn Feiners informed
him that they repuhiated and disowned any reéponsibilﬁy
in connection with the matter and asked him to point
out the unfairness of the local papers in dealing
with the matter. Three policemen were shot in
Foyle Street, he understood, a considerable time after

Curfew, when no civilian could be about.
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I was attending a meeting of the Thomas Ashe

~ Sinn Fein Club held in the Owen Roe Hall; off Bishop
Street; on Jamuary, 1921, when the Dorset Regiment
accbmpanied‘by members of the R.I.C, carried out a
surprise raid, FEveryone present was searched gnd
questioned. "X number of men were picked out, arrested
and marched from the Hall with the Military. I

. happened to be one oflthe five. ‘We were paraded
through the City Streets with the Curfew patrol. The
Dorset Officer let us know we were hostages for he.said,
"If anyone fires on the Military tonight, we will fire
on you', so we resigned ourselves to our fate and
paraded quietly with our foe, They took us up Bishop
Street, walking at a slow march and. keeping five paces
apart. We were not allowed to speak or smoke. The
same rule applied to the soldiers, who wore rubber soles anl
heels so that the tramp of their feet could not be
heard. The prisoners kept in good spirits inspite of
their peculiar position. A few jokes were cracked
between us but the Officer ordered in a stern voice
"No speaking™, As we.saw the nervous state of the
soldiers expectihg to be attacked at every corner

we thought it better to keep ouiet. So we spent the
night parading the streets in the Nationalist quarter
of the city. The night was very cold but dry. In the
excitement I forgot to take my top coat from the Owen
Roe Hall and was now feeling the effects of the cold.

I tried to weigh up things as I saw them and I may téll
vou I felt sorry for the soldiers parading night after
nizht under such gruesome conditions. The Officer
seemed tc have no thought Tor his men. He only
allowed them four or five minutes rest at different
periods throughout the nignt and not once did he allow

them to sit dovn. They had been walking and halting
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from 10,30 until 2.30 o'clock when we were allowed.
to go home. The Officef told us when he was letting
us go that if we ran into any of the other patrols we
could tell them that the Bishop Strcct patrols had
released us. We all managed to‘get home without

meeting anyone.

On December 29%th, 1920, I was asked by the
0.C. for the city to bring t@enﬁy Fianna Boys to
Blees Lane and to arrénge them by extended order
that tﬁey would reach almost to Holywell Hill,
Each boy seeing the other from a.distance,‘they vere
to keep watch and on the apvroach of enemy forces, they
were to make a sign or whistle. In this way the full
length of the road was carefully watched. “hile the
first column, known as Peadar C'Domnell's Column was
making_their way oul of Derry uﬁ‘the old brick field
and through fields until they reached the Letterkenny
Road which they crossed in the direction of
Newtowncunningham and on to Manorcunningham where they
were met by the local scouts who had refreshmenits ready

for them,

The column consisted of fourteen men who had

lob,

volunteered for active service as a full time
Each man was‘fitted out with a service riflie, one

- hundred rounds of ammunition and there were twelve
handgrenades. After a short rest they proceeded in
the direction of Letterkemny where the local guards
escorted them. They bye-passed the town and landed
at the Oldtown, where they received refreshments and
a rest at Duddy's and McGrath's after walking a
distancé of almost thirty milés. Doctor MeGinley

and Willian McKay came with cars to take the columns
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in small groups to Glendowan. The cars could only
proceed as far as Churchill Sigh Post as trenches
had been dug and bridges blown up by the local I.R.,4,
The first groups to land waited dn the rest of the
Boys. -Then they all set out on foot for Glendowan,
a distange of five miles. Aflter a short rest they
vroceeded over the Glendowan Hill one o§ the most
picturesque aﬁd renovned béauty spots in all Donegal
and landed at Doochary after-walking a further ten
miles. IMost of the men were wet to the skin as it
rained very heévy-during this journey. At P.E,
O'Donnell's food and clothes were provided and the
béys stayed the night at Derryhanny. Cars arrived
the next day which took them to Dungloe and they
landed at Peadar C'Donnell's house where his mother.
ereeted them in the real old Irish style. A meal
was soon prepared which everydne thoroughiy egjoyed
Billets were arrangsd and the Cead Mile Failte which
the Boys received everywhere showed the warm hearts
of the kindly people of Doncgal. The next few
days were days of rest and reconnaisance. They made

. the White House their headquarters and from there
they'set out to investigate the state of the
-surrounding districts. Doran's, Croveigh, Annagry,
was one of their district biilets where théy were
always feceived with open arms. McGill's and
McKelvey's of Brockagh were other housés‘used by the
.Column. ‘The local people of Cummeen Glen spared no

paing to make the members of the Column'COmfortable.

The Columps activitieé in West Donegal were
so numerous that to give the details here would
require some extra volumes and would tazke away from
my book the purpose I had in mind, mainly to give -
the activities of the Derry City Battalion within

the Battalion Area. I will leave the activities
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of Peadar's Coluwn to someone more fitted than I
Enough wiil be saié when I tell you that the Column
tecok part in the following attacks on Crown Forces.

A train carrying British Troops was ambushed ét-Crolly,
Co. Donegal where a stiff fight between the two Forces
took.place. Another attack on a Troop Train, leaving
Burtonport for Derry took place.at Kincasslagh on
February, l%th,'192l. Several R.I.C. Barracks were
attacked and Lieutenant Bracen of the Dorset Regiment

vas arrested in Sweeney's Hotel, Dunglos.

4 second column was formed in Derry City under
the command of Charles McGuiness. They wefe despatched
to South-Yest Donegal, where-they were to carry on the
Guerilla War tacties which was causing so mﬁch anxiety
to the British Forces,' Soon the West and South-West
vere completely controlled by fhe'Republican Forces and
the last remnants of the Crown Forces found themselves
isolated and locked up in their bar:acks. The British
General Staff, seeing they were lpsing their grip on
thé most Northerly County in Ireland decided that they
would use every ounce of forcé at theéir disposal to

regain what they had lost.

In May, 1921, British Troops sfarted moving
from all angles in the direction of West and:South;
West Donegal in one of the most extensive circular
movements ever experienced in that County. Eighteen
Crossley Tenders of the Rifle Brigade came from
Letterkenny while special traihs of the Queeﬁ‘s
Regiment were despatched from Derr&. EY Destr§yer Crew
lended at Burtonport while aeroplanes were scouring the
gills and mountains looking for the Columns. 'is
British Troops moved in whole districts were combed
out and every-able~bodied man arrested. Somelof the

Donegal Divisional Staff, I.R.A. were suddenlf
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surrounded in Sweeney's Hotel and captured. Peadar
0'Donnell escaped the dragnet but got é severe wound -
while meking his way from John Mullaﬁ‘s house in
Glendowan.,  Con Bbyle was élSO woundea by the‘same
voiley but owing to profuse bleeding was unable to
get away and was captured. The Commandant of Ho. 2
Flying.Column was also wounded and éapturedbas stated
in other pages. The Columns were forced ;nto hiding
but as soon as the British main operation was over
they restarted their activities which they continued

until the signing of the Truce.

In the meantime the I.R.A, General Headquarters
Staff created Divisions in Horthern Areas for the
first time., ° Peadar O'Donnell, the Flying Column
0.C. was -appointed Brigadier,..’ ?i . Frank
Kearney who was well known for his aétivities in
. South Donegal, was appointed Divisional 0.C.
Paddy Shiels, the Derry City Battalion 0.C, was
appointed Divisional Intelligence Officer and Charles
MeWhinney, who had been acting 0.C. during Shiel's
absence was appointed 0.C, Derry City Battalion;_
On 4pril 1st, 1921, Brigadiér 0'Donnell landed in
Derry and ordered the Derry City Battalion to carry
out the following raids that night: an attéCk on the
Lecky Road R.I.C. Barracks, the Rosemount R;I.C.
Barracks and the Strand Military Post. Plans were

hurriedly made to put this order into effecﬁ.

One of the most sensational and daring exploits
of the I.R.A. in the city was the rescue of
Commandant Frank Carty from Deriy Jail. On Janmuary,
30th, 1921, four Volunteers,‘Captain Charles MeGuinness
J. Sheehy, B, Doherty and Dom were told to call at

No. 4 Chamberlain Street, When they arrived there
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they found Paidy Shiels and'four senior officers, Joe
McKelvey and Dick Barrett were present? They were
told that the job they md volunteered fér was a
very tricky and dangerous one. They were to cérry out
a scheme which had already been planned for the
rescue of Frank Carty, a Republican Officer, who was
lying wounded a prisoner in the hospital'in Derry Jail.
He had been shot on the shoulder in a fight with
Tans and R.I.C, at Tubercurry, County Sligo. Carty

ﬁ?ff\had received, according to plan, some hacksaw biades

and a ball of strong cord. He succeeded with the
help of some other prisoners in cutting the baré in
such a way that they could be pushed out at any time.

- The hospital building was situated at the lower end
of the jail and only five yards from the outer wall

* in Harden Street, off Abercorn Road. Thelfour men
were told to go to Heeney's for which they had secured
a duplicate key. The Heeney family being Bn holidays
at the time, they were to get in touch with Jim and
Lizzie McLaughlin of the same street. When they
arrived at McLaughlin's they had with them some strong
rope and oak rungs. They started making a long rope
ladder. The houses on the left hand side of this
stfeet had their back yards built against the jail
wall and the whole district was purely Unionist, so
the work had to be carried out with the gre?te%t
caution. From one of the yards a rope withlan S-hook
was thrown to the top of the jail wall which was 40
feet high but failed to catch and affer numerous
attempts the scheme had to be abandoned. The
prisoner was kept informed with what was going on
outside and in four days time the four men planned
to meet again. A short time before curfew hour the
four Volunteers landed in Herden Street, but tc their

great dismay they found that they had forgotten the
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key which was to let them in to Heeney's still T
- unoccupied house. They could not turn-back-as @he
Curfew'Patrols were already on the streets and most
people were indoors., Captain McGuinnéss broke the
front foom window as quickly and as quiefly as he
could, pushed over the snatch, opened the window
and Dom Doherty climbed in. He opened the front
door and let the rest of the boys in. They
proceeded to make preparations and went to the yard
where they arranged themselves waiting for the cord
that was to come. One end of the ball was to be
fastened securely and the rest thrown frdm the
hospital window over the outer wall iﬁto the backyard
in Harden Street. ThEytwaited patiently for four
long hours and crawling from one Unionist Yard to
another, searching for the cord, taking the greatest
care not to make any noise,. as one false move might
spell disaster,. Three members of the R.I.C. had
their homes in ﬁhis same street and the Volunteers
did not know if the yards they were prowling through
contained any dogs. They had to take all the risks
At last Don while groping-on the wall in the dark
discovered the long waited for gord .’ MbGuinnéss gave
the required tugs. The rope-ladder was fastened
and pulled up the wall and over to the hospital
window where it was securely fastened with some of
the bars removed. Carty, a man of 15 stone,‘climbed
across the gap which separated the hospital from the :
outer wall. He knew that one slip and he would fall
40 feet into the prison graves below and that his
chance of escape would have been lost. He also
realised that he might occupy one of those cold ﬁlots
as the British.Govermment were determined fo execute

Republicans caught in a fight with their Forces.
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The four men below were holding the rope
ladder with all their might to vprevent it slagging.
They became excited and ready to shout with joy when
they saw Carty having rea&hed the outer wall, moving
fast towards them. When he landed they embraced
each other while tears of joy streamed down their
- faces. They climbed over a mumber of yards until
they arrived at the house. They went inside, wrung
the water from their stockings, put on their boots
and waited until curfew time was over when they canme
out into the street. Dom was ordered to go in
advance and see 1if the road was clear. Tﬁe rest
followed him up iAbercorn Road, across Bishop Street
and Barrack Street and into Long Tower‘Stneet, where
two Voluntecrs were waiting ét the Churchtrailings
to take Carty to a pléce of safety. The fpﬁr
_ Volunteers after shaking hands with their rescued
friend went home., After spending a few days in the
City Carty was taken to the Watergide wheré he was
put aboard the coal boat "Carrick Lee", which was
ready to sail across the Channel. in a fe@ hours
Carty was safe and far from Derry on the high seas.
Scores of houses were raided.and numerous_peoﬁle
held up and the whole Britiéh forces in the City were

used in a fruitless search for Carty.

About 6.30 o'clock on Thursday evening, April
1st, 1921, Charles McWninney, 0.C. sent for ,Dom ‘and
Jim Taylor and asked them if they wounld voluﬁteer for
a dangerous and tricky Jjob. The bombing of .the
military éandbag post at the Electric Light Station
Strand Road. They agreed and were told fo visit the
spot, get a bird's eye view and make their own

arrangements, The hut must be bombed at 8 o'clock
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that night. They vere warned to do thelr planning

carefully and make sure of their getaway.

Setting out on their tour of inspection, they
viewed the hut of sandbags and steel shutters built
against the wall. They came to the conclusion that
the place could only be bombed with safety to
themselves from the inner wall of the Mental Hoﬁe which
was on the other side of the street. How could they
get inside without causing suspicion?. After a
thorough search they came to a spot on Laurence Hill
.where they could mougt-the outer wall without'being
rseen, They went back to the Republican Hall and
reported their plan. After getting something to eat
they took the four hahd grenades which were supplied
to them and made off in the direction of Laurence Hill.
Seeing no one in the vieinity they climbed the wall |
and dropped into the Mental Home Grounds, a distance
of over 20 feet, landing on a green patch and
surrounded by thick shrubbery. Wallking cautiously
and keeping out of view of the main building so that
they would not be seen by ‘any of the keepers or inmates;
moving around the grounds, and keeping close to the
wali, they arrived after great difficulty at the
selected place. 4&bout 25 yards away was the Military
Post and although there was a wall which saved them
from view they could hear the soldiers chatting around
an open-fire. There were still 15 minutes to spare
which seemed like hours. At last the Cuildhall .
clock struck eight and Jim Taylor fired the firgt
grenade which burst with a shattering noise. The
other three ﬁere fired as quickly as possible after,
one striking the fire and sending shoﬁers of red-hot

cinders in all directions.

The two men now thought on their method of
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escape and realising that the place where they came
in was impossible to get out they made for the entrance
of an old tunnel, which led to Doctor Harrington's
house on the Northland Road outside the Mental Hospital
Grounds., They were very fortunate that the entrance
to this tunnel was not locked. They entered it and in
a few minvuteg time they found themselves safely on
the Northlénd Road. They started walking in the
direction of William Street and had only gone a few
hundred yafds when they were halted by 12 policemen
who asked them where they had been and they said
they were just coming from a wallk in the country.
After being searched and nothing found they were
allowed to proceed. Turning down Great James's Street
over Liftle James's Street into William Strect theﬁ
stopped at Wall's fruit shop whete they bought a few
oranges and had just come out of the shop in time to
see a Company of Solaiers making haste in the direction

of the Strand Post,

The second Flying Column left Derry at the
end oflépril, 1921, Charlss McUWhinney ovicked the
Volunteer. They consisted of Charles McGuiness who
was in charge of the Column, Paddy'Moore, George |
Doyle, McGrotty, Ginger Callaﬁ, Tom McGlinchey, Dip
Kennedy, Dom Doherty. They went to Letterkenny
where they met the local guides, Ned Kelly and
McGrath, They proceedad on foot to Glendowan where
they met Joe Duffy and John Mullan. Refreshments
were prepared which were greatly relished after their
long and tedious walk. Each man received his rifle,
ammunition and some hand grenades. In twos they were
billeted by the local peovle. Next day they started
to block roads. Kennedy and Dom were ordered over

the hills to Dunlewey whesre they called with a man
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named O'Hanlon to find out if any Military or Police
activity was taking place in the district. When
they got back to Glendowan they found that the Column
had gone in the direction of Doochary which was about
12 miles éway so they started out to follow them.
When they reached Loughbarra they were greatly
exhausted and calléd at Jimmy John Rua'sl(McCormack‘s)
where they were put up for -the night. Next morning
they were avakened in a hurry by the woman of the
house who told them that the Military were coming down
the Glendowan Hill. They just had time to pull on
their trousers and run out in their bare feet. They.
hid their rifles under a big rock and . magde up the
hill intending to hide until the Military had passeg,
but they hadn't got’ very far when the first Military
lorry appeared, Suddenly a burst of rifle fire made
them realise‘that they had been seen and when they
looked around for a way of escape their eyes caught
another detachment of Military coming dowvn the hill.
Realising they were surrounded there was nothing to do
but surrender. Kennedy had maps, which he hid in
the heather. After being marched down the hill they
were brought before an English Colonel who showed his
usual gentlemanly nature by breaking his stick over
Dom's back. Kennedy was shoved into one lorry and
'bom‘into anbther. They were each questioned where
they had come from, what they were doing there -and
where their clothes and boobs were. Théy were then
driven in the direction of Doochary and up the
Corkscrew Hill, Their lives were threatened if they
did not tell where the rest of the boys were. They
refused to talk and Dom's toes were trampled upon
until they burst their skin and blad. This regiment
was the Rifle Brigade. The Officers used a lot of

dirty talk,
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direction of Ardara where they were joined by the
local 0.C. and some of his men. Various districts
were visited with the intention of making it tough
for the British raiding parties, by blowing up
bridges, trenching and blocking the roads and other
types of obstruction. 4 large force of police
and Military were drafted into the disfrict. Every
attempt té encircle the Column failed until one day
when they were resting at the Sand Dunes at Rossbeg
the local members who were away at their usual
occupations and only six members of the Column were
sittihg quietly watching the sea when they were
surprised by a ﬁarty of Military and R,I.C. They
put up a fight and the sound of theif rifles could
be heard on the breeze at ﬁhe same time retfeating
to better positions. MeGuinness the b.C. seeing
that his men were outnumbered by 20 to 1 gave
orders for his men to scatter while he and Hughie
Martin kept the enemy at bay until their comrades
were safely away. McGuinness turned to speak to
Martin when he got struck by twé bullets, one in
the side which was only a skin wound and the other
a severe laceration of the hip. He contirued firing
and shouted for Martin to get away. Inspite of the
pain of his wounds and loss of blood, belng
determined to hold the fort, he did so until Martin
got safely away. The Military and Police returned
the fire but were afraid to advance as they
expected the return of the rest of the Column and
they were taking no chances. Seeing that all had
got away but McCGuinness they advanced slovwly in a
circular movement, surrounding him., He surrendered
He was taken to a nearby house where his wounds
were attended to. He and another prisoner named

O'Reilly were brought to Glenties., lWhen there a
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short time they were transferred to Donegal town and
eventually to Derry where they were lodged 1in Ebrington

Military Barracks together with 30 other prisoners.

McGuinness was arrested under the name of Hennessy
and raids were being carriedvout in South-MestlDonegal
for the Colwmn 0.C. The Military not knowing that
they had him under lock and key; tThe prisoﬁers
realising that MeGuinness and O'Rellly would be court-
martialled and probably sentenced to death, prepared‘
hurriedly for their escape; Two members of the
Cumenn na mBan, Miss McGuinness and MNiss Doherty,
brought some hack-saw blades baked in a cake which they
nad with them on a visit to the prisoners. rWork
was soon commenced and wooden posts at the corner of
the hut near the wall were being sawed while a course
of singing was contiﬁued to drown the sounﬂ. The next
day work had been carried out in such a way that by
pressing against the side of the hut it was possible to
squeeze a man out. When night came after timing the
Military Gugrds paces, McCuinness slipped out, climbed
the wall and away. O'Reilly came next. After
climbing thg wall he fell and hurt his back and had
to be pulled into the hut again for in the next second
the guard would be on the spot. McGuinness made his
way to the Railway lines which he crossed. Then seeing
a rowing boat anchoréd about 30 yards out in the water
he dived in fully clothed, swam to the boat, cut it
adrift and succeeded in getting across.the River Foyle,
He landed alongside the coal boat "Carricklee, which
he managed to board and was a great surprise for hie
uncle who was Captain of the boat. He was rushed to
the City Hotel where he received a good glass of brandy
and waited the arrival of a Clergyman's Habit (which

was to be used as a disguise)., 4 car took him to a



85,

H

place of safety and after remaining several days

in hiding he was taken to South-West Donegal again
where he reorganised his Column,., During this time
the Military,anﬁ Police were scouring the City for
the escaped prisoner whom they knew as Hennessy.
Numerous people were held up. Scores of houses were -

searched but all was in vain.

Charles McWhinney tﬁe 0.C. sent for me and

asked me if I would go to Mrs., Mellon's, Kildare
Terrace and get in touch wiﬁh George Doyle, one of the
Volunteers who .was stopping there. I was to escort
him to the Oldtown, Letterkenny, a distance of about
twénty two miles and leave him at Mrs. McGrath's,
which was a noted house of call for Republicané who
were proceeding to join up with the Columns which were
now operating in the Doneéal area, Doyle who ﬁad
taken a very active part in the June fighting in the
Citf was one of the firstto Volunteer to go to the
relief of Cross Street, Eaterside5 which was completely
surrounded by Crangemen who were attacking it from
_several angles, Doyle with a féw other chaps braved
the rifle fire from the Bridge as they rovwed a small
Boat across the River Foyle with the small arms and
ammunition needed for the defence of the area. They
succeeded in making their way through the Orange Snipers
and landed safely with the much needed supplies.
When the week's fighting was over the Orangemen did
not forget Do&le. They sent several letters to his
home threatening to shoot him on sight. It was for
this reason thatthe 0.C. of the City thought that

Doyle would be safer in County Donegal,

There was a touch of comedy attached to the



L

86.
whole affair;._‘As I landed at Mrs. Mellon's, I was
surorised to see what I thought to be a nice young girl
but when the face was turned towards me 1 recognised
Doyle in the disguise that his friend Mrs. Mellon
thought most suitable for his protectioﬁ. As we were
leaving the house and getting' on our bikes I was
handed a parcel to be.delivered to the Letterkenny
Company. Then we proceeded on our jourhey. We hadh‘t
gone far when I shouted to Doyle, “Get.off your biké.
quick and fix yourself", It was then Doyle looked
and saw that the legs of his trousers had fallen below
the edge of the skirt and were quite visible to the
peoble who were moving about in this thickly populated
part of the City. Doyle refused to dismount and.
paddled like lightning along Lecky Road. I tried to
kkeep up with his pace and it wasn't long until we ¢
reached the Letterkenny Road wheré ne got off his bike
and fixed himself with safety pins. Then we proceedéd

on our journey to Letterkemmy.

When we arrived within sight of the town we heard
what we'thought to be singing or shouting. Léoking in
the distance we saw Crossley Tenders moving in the
turn of the road. We put our bikes over a ditch and
had jugt sﬁccgeded doing so ourselves when two Crossleys
of Britisthilitary speeded past still singing and
shouting. We got to the main road again and hadn't
gone far when we met some members of the Letterkenny
I.R.4, who had been looking_out for us to take the
parcel of hand grenades which we had with us. Dan
Mulligan was in charge of this party. After a short .
time we proceeded on our journey and I broughf Doyle
around the back of Letterkenny and left himAs;fely
with Mrs. MeGrath, wh& supplied us both with a good

meal - tea and ham and eggs. After about an hour'sg
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rest I proceeded on my journey home.

i Republicaﬁ Intelligence Officer reported the
arrival of British Army suopplies by sealed wagon
from Belafst. A party of Volunteers was despatched
by road, one in charge of a spring-horse van and a
number of men went by rowing boat. They all arrived
simultansously and proceeded to the Quay at the
Midland Station, Waterside, where a number of men were
engaged in Railway shunting. The Volunteers proceeded
to hold the men up and break open the sealed wagon.
It was intended to take away as much of the Wagon's
contents as possible. The job was to be carried out
with the greatest caution as British troops could
arrive from the nearby Barracks within ten minutes.,
Bverything was going to schedule when one of the
Voluntgers who was over anxious trivpped and fell,
at the same time discharging a shot which wounded
one of the shunters. In this way the alarm was given
and the Volunteers had just time to empty part of
the contents of the wagon into the nearby river before
their hurried retreat. In this way the plan.of a

daring and dangerous Jjob was frustrated.

In the beginning of 1921 the forces of the
Crown had occupied the principal buildings of our City
and turned such places as the Courthouse, St. Columba's
Hall, St. Patrick's Hall, Waterside, into fortresses,
with sand-bag machine gun posts at their main entrances.
Blees Lane,. the Letterkénny Road, Strand Road, and
both sides of the Bridge which connects the Waterside
with the rest of Derry all had their machine gun posts,
built of sandbacs and steéel shutters. Streets were
cordoned off freouently and pedestrians held up and
searched., While this was habpening the I.R;A. were

drilling, training, especially in the handling of
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of firearms. Big events were expected in the City and
large quantities of rifles, explosives and boumbs
were being accumuliated. A select number of the
Engineering séction got orders to start work on a
special job. A number of steel plates cut and punched
to specification were procured in the Derry Shipyard
together with bolts, nuts and screws, so that ﬁhen put
together they would form the cover for an armoured
car, Paddy lafferty had given his motor lorry to
the I.R.4, fér this purpose. The engine and lorry
had got a complete overnauling and the work was soon
comzenced., Large quantities of explosives had

already arrived at the Shamrock Hall,

An incident that would have been disasterous
to the whole movement in the city was averted by
my timely entrance into the Shamrock Hall, Bogside.
This Hall had two apartments, the upper portion was
used by the I.R.A. for drills and mectings also as a
courtroom for the Republican Courts. The lower portion
which had a small kitchen attached was used by the
Engineering section for the manufacture of revolver
springs and other types of work and instructions.
One day as I entered this room which I had a a right
to do; as a member of the Engineering Section attached
to A Company, I was norrified by the sight which
caught my eyes, for on the floor were three large
barrels; one was filled with a high explosive, known
as Irish T.N.T., Another was filled with Irish
Cheeder or VWarflower, another very high and dangerous
explosive. The third barrel consisted of blasting
gun powder  (kidney shaped). 1In the'room vere two
young Volunteers who had been’placed there as guards.
What hofrified me vwas to see one of those lads take
several grains of black powder, place it on the table

and light it. They seemed to enjoy the fun of sseing
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it scoot with a hisSing noise to different corners

in the place. The lads seémed to be unaware that if
one spark had fallen into any of the barrels, disaster
of one of the largest scales which ever hit the'City
would have occurred instantly. I shouted on Them

to stop and I rushed breathlessly up the stairs and
notified Charles MeWhirney who rushed down and ordered

the two.lads to clear out of the rooms immediately.

The Bridge which spans the quarter mile broad
River Foyle and comnects the Waterside with the rest
of the‘CitQ wes measured and preparations made for
its destruction by explosives, The Bridge on tﬁe
Buncrana Road known as the Tunnel was also measured
and the amount of exvlosives for its destruction was
calculated, Other work and plans were nearing
completion when a Truce between the British and Irish

Torces was announced.

Fianna Eireanns

The Fianna, knowing that they could not meet
in the John HMitchell Hall owing to the action of the
police in partly wrecking the place on Easter lieek
1916, were invited to seek Club Rooms elsewhere.

I visited Mr., McKimm, Orchard Strest and succeeded

in renting the large cellar which was under his house.
The door leading to this was in Orchard Lane. We held
our.usual weekly meetings and ran a éporfs ciub.

Eddie Deane supplied the boxing-gloves and the first
night's sparing resulted .in I gettinga Dblack eye.
Our members nad greatly decreased in number as the
hoys' parents refused to let them attend after the

news of tne Rising. Phil MecLaughlin was Adjutant

and Hugh Deery was Quartermaster. We started recruiting

through the schools for a boxing club, From this ve

picked boys for the Fianna. At last our rumbers
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. started to increase and by the end of 1917 we had 35 members.
When De Valera came to Derry for his first visit ths members

of the Columcille Pipers Band asked if ﬁhay coqld have four
Fianna boys with tﬁeir full uniforms to act as martial pole
bearers for De Valera's reception. I picked from our ranks
fbur of the tallest boys. One of the Band members told me

that Mr. Arbuckle of Bridge Street had a large shed to let
~which was right under their Band shed.so the Fianna left
McKimm's and went to their new quarters in Bridge Street where
they remained until the latter end of 1918. Then they went to
the Richmond Street Hall. I gave my permission that the

Fianna would be at the disposal of all Republican organisations.
This was taken advantage of and the boys were used in all
classes of work such as posting up bills on the hoardings of

the City, distributing pamphlets, handbills and selling songs
and progfammes. They also helped with all electlon literature.
The T.F.P. (which was the Active Service Unit of the I.R.A.)
used the Flanna on most of their activities, and the hand-
grenades that they captured were stof;d in‘the-home_of a Fiﬁnna
boy. During the fighting in Derry in June, 1920, the Fianng
boys carried out very valuable work, risking their. lives at

times to bring ammunition into areas where fighting was in \

progress.

In the summer of 1920 I received a commissiom
from General Headquarters, Dublin, appointing me
as Fianna Organiser. for County Donegal. While I
still retained my officership as 0.G. for Derry Citj,
in my spare time I formed a Branch of ou£
Organisation.in Lefterkenny and appointed Eunan Coyle
as 0.C, for the distriect. Other Branches were formed.

In Moville Gerard Loughrey was in charge. In



Greencastle I appointed Leomnard as 0.C. and Paddy
Mcladden was'@ade 0.C, fér the Gweedore district.
Murlog and Ranhoe also had their Companies. During
the swummer 1920—21 a large section of the Boys went
tb'Camp at Fahan, County Donegal, one of the most
beautiful sﬁots in the county overlooking Lough
Swilly and with a panorama view of thne hilis of
Inishowen, Fanad and West Donegal. The Boys had
free access to the nearby shore and enjoyed daily
bathing to their hearts' contents. McCaul with his
concertina and MtClaffefty with his mouth organ kept
us in music and our communify singing could be heard
echoing through the hills of Fahan. Those were the
days when tﬁe Fianna Boys enjoyed a good healthy
vacation which was not interrupted, we were glad to
say by the intervention of Crown Fofces. The Boys
who could not stay for the full term of the Camp
(one month) would come and spend the week-end. The
Fianna had a concert party with some very successiul
performers., The play "Fianna Hever Eails” was our
masterpilece and "The Fake Doctor' was in éreat
demand., Our plays were performed in the Shamrock
Hall, Strabane, loville, Raphoé and several other
places. The funds we collected were spent in the
procuring of Uniforms. During the Belfast Boycott
the Fianna Boys were used for the distribﬁtion of the
black lists. They also helped the people who were
printing same and when the printing office could no
longer carry out their work the lists were typed by
D.J. Shiels. ' I ran them‘off on a rotary
dﬁplieating machine in a house in Upper Mégazine

Street.

Hhen the Truce came and the Anglo Irish Treaty

was signed I was asked to come and bring a delegate
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with me ‘to the Fianna Ard Feis which wes arranged to
be held in a house in Parnell Sqﬁare? Dublin.

My 2nd Lieutenant, William Deeney was selected by
our Derry Committee to come with me. He represented
Derry City. while I represented County Donegal. IWhen
we landed off the train at Amiens Street we vere met
by a number of Fianna des in Uniform. When we showed
them our invitations they brought us to the‘Galway
irms Hotel which was only a few doors from where the
ATd Peis was to be held. About 40 other Delegates
were stopping in the same Hotel., After being
introduced to one another we went for a walk around.
Being Saturday nignt and our meeting which was
arranged for Sunday evening this.gave us plenty of
time, On Sunday mofning we all had our photographs
taken in a group at the Green near the Plunkett
Printing Works. When we went to the Ard Feis an .-
elderly lady was giving a lecture. After the lecture
ve sat down to more important business. The main
item on the agenda was whether the Fianna as an
organisation would accept the Treaty or not. After
some discussions a vote was put to the house and it
was unanimously carried that Fianna Eireann reject
the.Treaty and reaffirm their allegiance to the
Governmert of the Republic. After this decision word
was sent to the Four Courts that the Fianna
Organisation was fully behind the Army Council.

Other business was proceeded with. Then suddenly

a burst of rifle fire was heard and bullets came
"whistling through the windows. Someone shouted for
everyone to lie flat on the floor but before doing

so one of our members was wounded.- a small chap
‘from Cork. Luckily it was only a skin wound. In

about 15 or 20 minutes the shooting died down and .our

Ard Fels came to an end. As we were leaving the
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building and making for our Hotel we suddenly heard

a voice from the outer'balcohy of one of the houses
calling on us to halt. We were asked who we were

and where we had come from and when we said "Fianna
Ard Feis" we were told we could proceed on pﬁr journey.
I later 1earned that this was Republican Headouarters
for the district and that the cause of thé shooting
was that a part of the advance guard which was
escorting Michael Collins from a mecting which he held
in Sligo that day had fired across the Greeh.at ths
Republicans in Parnell Square and that they had
retaliated by returning the fire. When the car
éarrying Collins came on the scene two Volunteers had
left thé house in Parnell Square and made for Liberty
Hall with the intentions of commandeering a'céf which
was outside the building. They were to go ko report
to the Four Courts when they were arrested énﬁ it

is believed that one of the men was carrying a hand-

grenade.

The next day we visited Barney Mellows at the
Fianna Headousrters. He issued me with a pass to
get in to the Four Courts and I had with me a 2 1b.
sample of a new explosive known as Bradyite. I
intended to give the formula along with thejsaﬁpie
to Liam Mellows who was in the Four Courts. When
Willie Deeney and I arrived at the side gate we handed
in our pass and were waiting to be admifted. The
streets were packed. with onlookers watching the
work of the I.R.A. fixing sandbags and other forms
of fortification. Suddenly a shout from some
women that the "Staters" were coming caused a
stampede and in the melée which folloﬁed we were
pushed away from the gate and lost in the crovd in

some part of Batchelors Walk. We moved around until
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we got sight of the first tram heading for.the

Pillar which we boarded. We then went to the Fianna
Headqu@rters again and reported what had happened-

but they had all the details before we arrived. It
apoears that an armoured car came across the Bricdge
with "Defiance" painted in white on its sides. It

made a tour around the Four Courts and then disappeared;
I left my sample with Bérney Mellows and next day

Deeney and I went on our Journey back home to Derry,

Numerous stories could be told about Fianna
activities in the Derry Distrief; The Tollowing has
a touch of comedy., John McLaughlin was a well
mannered and tidy lad vho could be relied on at all
times. Punctuality was one of his main characteristics
&s a member of the Fianna during the 1920-21 period
he became a very efficient scout. He was fornd of
parades and I picked him regularly as one of the
four Fiamma Boys who accompanied the Colmcille Pipers
Band on their many excursions during the summer
months. One Sunday as the Band was preparing for an
excursion to Hoville by Paddle Steamer they
suddenly discovered that 6nly three Filanna Boys had
arrived. John ﬁcLaughlin went outside the Band
Shed and seéing his pal who was not a Nationalist
but the son of a striet Orangeman who lived in
Wapping Lane he told him that the Band was short of
a Pole Bearer and that if he wanted a cheap run to
Moville mnow was his chance., This young lad seized
the opportunity and went with McLaughlin to a nearby
house where he donned the uniform of Fianna Eireann
and went with this Republican Band on their excursion
to Moville, BSome years later 1 was stoppéd in the

street by a tall young Policeman who asked 1f I was

Liam Brady. Wwhen I replied that I was, he asked me



o

It

95 .

did I not recognise him. I could not recollect having
met him before but winen he told me he was Willie

who had worn the Fianna Uniform I shook hands with
him and he laughed heartily as he told me of his
enjoyment and fears while parading the streets of

The Maiden City as a Sinn Feiner.

Wo sooner was the Anglo Ir;sh Treaty set in
motion when the Six County Covermment received
instructions from their Impérial Masters that all
noted Republicans living in the Six County area
vere to be arrested and interned irrespective of
whether they vere Treaty or Anti- T reaty supporters.
Word was received through secret channels and the
Republicans of the North discovered the plot.

In Derry City scores went on the run. Others crossed
the Border and vere absorbed in the two opposing
camps which the Treaty had created. There were those
who had been warned but had not heeded the warning
with others unaware of what was in storgﬁihem. They

were dragged from their homes in the middle of the

. nizht in bhundreds and lodged in Belfast and Derry

Jails. Others were shipped to the old obsoléte cargo
éhip Argenta. While this was going on the Orange
Special Constabulary, otherwise known as the A.B. and

C. Specials, carried out systematic raids everywhere

and all organisations of a national character were

suppressed. Religious discrimination became more
evident and liberal minded protestants were forced to
become members of the so-called Police Force by the
threat of. loosing their employment and belng
ostracised from their friends and to make sure that
the Orangemen would make no slip up. in thelr

suporession of the Nationalist people,
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In the late summer of 1920, trusted members
of the Fianna were vicked to go to Holywell Hill
about four miles from the City for rifle practice
on Thursday and Sunday evenings. One day while
thus engaged after every member of the party had
fired his course at a target from‘a small
Wiinchester Rifle, we were preparing to go home
when suddenly we saw five men with shot guns coming
towards the Hill. Thinking that they were hunting
raboits we didn't take much notice until one of
the lads said "Those men are coming in our
direction",., - At that a burst of fire from their

guns made us realise that they were after us.



The British Gov;rnment sent in thirty 76+
thousand troops to augment the Forces already in the
North Bast corner of Ireland known as the Six Counties.
Curfew order was ré-imposed and the B. Specials
paraded the streets at night in large numbers trying
to outdo the work of the Black and Tans. Any of the
local aubhorities who protested against the'systematic
terrorism and deliberate assassinations were severely
dealt with as you will see from-the following extracts
from a letter sent by Mr. R.D. Megew K.C. M.P. to the
Antrim Unionist Association held in the Protestant
Hall; Ballymoney, on Friday, June 30th, 1922, as reported
in the Belfast‘Telegraph, ist July, 1922.

"Iocal Authorities challenged our Goverrment. We took
them in hand and such as persisted were quietly but
firmly dealt with. They have had their day and
ceased to be." Tn other words they were exterminated.
In another portion of the same letter he states -

"o service, when we toolk over, was more disorganised
than the jJjail service. It was honeycombed with
disloyalty and irregularities. The task of restoring -
discipline has been sucdessfully'solved and prisoners
are now subject to ordinary prison rules and
discipline.” Let ﬁs now examine what the ordinary
prison rules and discipline in the Six County Jails
consists of. The Internees are subject to every form
of hardship and vrivation. They are practically in
solitary confinement, being locked alone in their
¢ells for twenty hours each day, the other four hours
being devoted to walking exercise from 10 a.m. until
12 noon and from 2.p.m..until Y,p.m. when each is
locked in his cell until 10 a.m..the following morning
with the lights turned out on week nights at 8.30 p.m.

and on Surndays at 7.30 p.m. Those cells average



97.

9 ff.x 6 ft. and are badly lighted and ventilated with
totally inadequate heating. The walking gxercise
consists of a single file parade around the jail yards
on concrete paths 18 inches wide and to let your foot
slip off this path and touch the grass gven by accident
ig punishable by 3 days bread anrd water with solitary
confinement. The food is of the worst possible
description and served under the most revolting
conditions without knives or forks, while the beds

and bed qlothing are of the hardest and commonest
character - boards with a rough fibrous mattresé and
two rugs for blankets without sheets or pillows.
Parcels were not permitted. HNewspapers were never
seeh and the internees knew little of what was
happening outside ‘as tThe letters.they received were
50 mutiléted by blackened lines or cut outs that

they looked more like jigsaw puzzies at times. The
Orange B. Specials were posted all over the place.
They occupied the balcony overlooking the yards,
during exercise hours and paréded with rifles through
the corridors abt night. On numerous occasions tney
turned on the gas which was connected to each cell

of the old fashioned burner type without mantle and
neafly succeeded 1in gassing a nmmber of internees in
their cells. The internees had to make arrangements
that as soon as any prisoners smelled gas he was to
hammer on the so-called hot pipe and shout until the
chorus was taken up by all the other internses. In
this way they atiracted the attention of the Governor
and HNieght Warders who after some time would turn off
the gas and the internees would settle down for the
rest of the night. This was the kind of discipline
which was restored to the prisoners that Mr. R.D, MeGow

K.C. M.P., had been so pleased to tell liis Orange

Brethern.,.
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Ttems of Interest in connection with
activities in Derry 1916 - 1922, some

being quotations from'The DerTy Journal',

OnIOctober 29£h 1920 a party of Troops of The
Rifle Brigade landed in Derry Quay this morning off

the Destroyer Waverley.

Ten members of the Auxiliary Police Force and
known as The Black and Tans arrived in Derrj this
afternoon and proceeded to Viectoria R.I.C. Barracks

28th October, 1920.

Another party of Black and Tans arrived in

Derry today, October 29th, 1920,

General Tudor, Chief of Police, visited
Derry during the week end and inspected the City

Policé Force on May, 7th, 1921i.

November 22nd, 1920. Trbops of the Queen's
Regiment are taking charge of the Military Posts in
the City. A part  have already gone to Vicforia
Barracks and during next week they will replace the

Dorssts in the Courthouse and the Posts in that area.

Charles McWhinney appointed Paddy Johnson
as District Police Officer. Johnson then picked
fourteen men from the Volunteérs and formed the
first Republican Police Force in Derry City. Dan

Dohert and Georgé Doyle'were made Sergeanis.

'When the Belfast Boycott was formed a man
named Lynch was in charge of the whole North., The
Derry Committee which consisted of F. Hegarty,
Chairman, D.J. Shiels, Secretary, James Gallagher,

J.L, Mourne,‘William Hegarty. This Committee
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appointed John Fox in charge of Belfast Bovcott in
the city. -HQ héd-a salary of £3 per week, VWhile
acting in the above capacity'hé was arrested after
coming out of Austin’s Flour Mills, Foyle Street,
(4bout Jiine, 1921) and interned unﬁii the‘Generél
Release at the Truce. Paddy Johnson was then
appointed in charge of the Boycott and John
McConniogue his assistant. Dan Dohert§ was then

apvointed 0.C. of Republican Police.

1 did not remember seeing any submachine

guns in the Derry District until the Truce,

In 1917 John McGilligan formed the first

Volunteef Compan& in Raphoe, County Donegzal.

On Easter Week 1916, Seamus Cavanagh, had a

pair of Binoculars.

The names of the men who went to the Diamond
on Monday of the June fighting 1920 - |
Patvick Shiels, John Mclaughlin, Peter Caulfield,

ifed McCourt, Toney MeColgan.

The shooting of Sergeant Maroney, was not the

work of the I.R.A,

P. Hegarty bought rifles from British soldiers

at £2 each.

‘The Police collection raised sbout £96 for
P, Shiels. DMy Uncle, Hugh Brady, received a bullet
through the arm for not extinguishing the light in

his bedroom, by the Dorset Curfew Patrol.

The third Sinn Fein Hounger Striker in Derry
Jail was removed to the Workhouse Hospital yesterday

4th December, 1918. He was Mr. Kitterick, Westport.



100,
During the time Seamus Cavanagh was in prison

Joseph was in prison Joseph 0'Dohe~ty became 0.C.
of the City for about.three ménths. Dﬁring that -
time the Custom House and Tax Office jobs were
ordered all were a failure except the Bishop Street
one. The burning of the Cafrigan R.I.C. Barracks
took place about April, 1920.7 Joe Doherty was in

charge of the operation.

The Custom House Shsooting -
James McCann, Alfie MeCallion, Mick Sheerin,

James Taylor, James Molloy, George Doyle.

Peadar 0'Donneil arrived in Derry on April, lst
1921 and ordered the attack on the Lecky Road Barracks
Rosemount Barfacks, the shooting of Policemen and
the attack on the Military Post, Strand Road.
Sergeant Higgins, R.1.C. was killed that night,
Constable MeLaughlin received a shrapnel wound on the
forehead. Private Albert Todd, Privafe Cecil Kearns
and Private J. Gordon of tihe Queen's Rsgiment feceived
shrapnel wouﬁds. Constable Michaei Kenny and two

civilians were also wounded,

Two attacls were inade on the Lecky Road Barracks

vhich was afterwards burned.

The getting of the Rifles in Sergeaht Brennan's

house,

- ( .
The I.R.B. had about 40 members before Faster
week, Neariy all members of the Pat's Band were sworn

in but not one were members of fthe Volunteers.

Bob Turner, Derry, was the driver of the train

that was ambushed at Crolly. Peadar's Column remained

in Donegal for about three months.
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Dom and Dip arrested on 12th Mey, 1921, 1oL

I was asked by Gabriel MeGrath if I coﬁld make
something that w%uld break ﬁp a British Récruiting
meeting without injuring any of the people present.
T made a chemical mixture which could be wrapped
up in blotting paper and suspended by thread to the
| cork of a long neck sauce bottle which was half full
of acid water, By holding the bottle upright the
blotting paper remained dry but when turned on.its
side the acid watef soaked through the blotting paper
and the Chemical action commenced. Sulphurated
Hydrogen which is rotten egg gas was p:oduced and
when enough pressure was made it pushed out the
loosely inserted cork and filled the place‘with a
horrible stench, Armed with one of those bottles
Gabriel MeGrath, Sean Haughey and I set off for the
A.0.H, Hall, Strand Road, where a Recrulting Meeting
was in progress., When we got to the head of the
stairs the Hall was filled with people. We managed
to get inside the door. I slipped the bottle to the
floor and pushed it along with my foot. Then I
notified the other two and we left the Hall. We
had no sooner got to the street when pedple started
rushing-from the Hall. The meeting was brought
to a speedy close and we went away satisfied that

the bottle had done the trick.
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Members of Derry Comvany of the Irish

Volunteers in Baster Week, 1916,

Seamus Cavanagh, Orchard Row. Dead
Paddy Shiels, The Bogside. '
John Fox, Walkers Square.

Frank McDevitt, The Bogside. Dead
John Adams, Frances Street. Dead
James McAuley; Abbey Street

Tommy Johnson, Saint Columbas Wells Dead

Joe Logue, Waterloo Street . Deagd
Patrick Hegarty, Westland Avenue Dead

John McGilligan, Orchard Row

Andy McDermott, Bogside ‘Dead
. Paddy Lafferty, Bishop Street
James Lynch, Sloans Terrace Dead

Joseph O'Doherty, Creggan Strect
Tomas PicLé.ughlin, Waterside - Dead

Eamonn McDermott, Westland Avenue

Paddy Cullen, Nailors Row Dead
Joe Flannagan, Waterside Dead
John Cullen, Nailors Row Dead

Dan Cullen, Nailors Row
W.Jd. Carlin, Nelson S%reet Dead
William Meiuley, Alma Place Dead
John Doherty, Lower Road '

. William Sharkey, Saint Columbas Walls Dead

Vincent Doherty, Cregsan Street

Hugh Deviin, Stanleys Walk Dead
William Hegarty, William Street Dead
James McGuinness, Chamberlain Street  Dead
Barney McGettigan _ Dead
) Phil Doherty, Lecky Road . Dead
Mickey Wray, Lecky Road | Dead

Charley Breslin, William Street Dead
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Mick McGrory, The Bogside

Denis Maclntyre,

¥W.J. Duffy, Foyle 3treet

-Dan Coyle, Foyle Road

Joe Murray,

James 0'HWeill, Failors Row

John O' Donnell

Andy Barf, Park Avenue

Mullan, St. Columbas Wells

Charlie Duggan, Hailors Row

Barney MMcKenna

John Keyes 0O'Doherty

Members of Cumann na mBan, 1916,

Mrs.
Mrs.

Mrs.

Cavanagh
Mary J. Wray

MeDevitt

Annie Smith

Mrs.

Miss

J. McDaid

Keenan

Annie Martin

Mrg,
Mrg.
Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss

Miss

~ Patsy Durante

O'Neill

J. Fox

Fox

¥W. Sharkey

Tilley Cullen

Rose O'Doherty
Gibson; Park Avenue
Gibson

McDaid, Rosemount

(Frances MecIntyre)(cousins)

(Lizzie MacIntyre )

Mrs.

P, Hegarty -

3%, Columbas Wells
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Dead

Dead

Dead

Dead

Dead
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Derry Fianna Eireann.

Liam A, Brady, Waterloo Street
Jack McDaid, Rosemount

Jack O'Driscoll, Westland Avenue
Paddy Fox, Walkers Square

Frank Carlin, Nelson Street

Phil McLaughlin, Waterloo Street
Neil MeLaughlin, Waterloo Street
Packie McLaughlin, Waterloo Sﬁreet
J. McLaughlin, Harvey Street
ﬁugh ﬁeery |
Paddy Deviin, Haikers Square
Tomas Cooner, Rosemount

Paddy HMcKearn, Foxs Corner
Edmund Burke, Waterloo Street
Zddie O'Reilly, Bridge Sireet

Willie Smyth, Orchard Sireet.

10%,
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At the Truce 1921 Patrick Shiels was
apvointed Liason Officer, for Derry and County
Donegal. ?atrigk Lynch from Maghera, Couhty Derry,
wvas later appointed Liason Officer for Dérry and P.

Shiels_for County Donegal only.

I appointed J. Loughrey of Hovilie in,chérge‘
of the Fianna for tﬁat‘District, and Leonard
as 0.C. for the Redcastle District (He is now Rev.
Father Leonard in Canada), O'Donnell, Murlog,
County Donegal, Paddy McFaddeﬁ, Gweedore, Eunan

7 Coyld, ﬂétterkenhy, Raphoe.

Eamonn Burke, Republican Organiser came
to Derry where he got in touch with Paddy;Hégarty
who arranced with Miss Mullan, North Western Hotel
East Wall, Derry for his staying there for five or
six weeks as he was wanted by the British
Authorities. His stay had to be kepnt very
secret. I beliéve I ;as the only one allowed to
visit him; I brought him smokes and daily papers:
and wé sat télking at the.fire in the biglfront
room. He left in a hurry, leaving behind him é
lot of Irish Books, including John Mitchell's

Jall Journal. -




Names of First Flying Column
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Peadar 0'Donnell Coluan 0.C. Donegal
Aifie Hcéallion ﬁerry
Seamus McCann Derry
Jim Welsh '_éork
Tim 0'Sullivan Cork
Frank'O'Donnell Donegal
Con Qonﬁelly Monaghan
James Taylor Derry
James McKee (Gingerﬁ Armagh
william Dohney Tipperary
Con.Boylé Donegal
William Cullen Derry
Frank Shiels Derry
Pat McCallion Derry
Frank Martin Derry

Colum McGill left Derry same day a&s the
Column, Sunday, 29th Deceﬁber, 1920, and brought
the following supplies in his Ford Car: -
3,000 rounds of ammunition, 2 Colt Machine Guns
and 500 hand_grenades. This sunply went to

William Holmes, 0.C. for the Manorcunningham

District of Donegal.



«£

Names of Second Flying Column

Charles McGuinness, Column 0.C.
Paddy C'Reilly

P.J. McHugh

Frances Henry Gallagher

Hugh Martin

Mick Sheerin

Owen Callan

Joe ﬁarkin

iim Earkin

. Dan MeGill

James MeGill

Paddy doore Waterside,

Domnick Doherty
Dinp Kenﬁedy

George Doyvle
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Derry
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Derry
bonegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
ﬁonegal
bonegal
ﬁerry
berry
Derry

5erry



arrived in Shamrock Hazll,

John Clifford, 19, Sugarhouse Lane, age 17
years, was shot dead by the Curfew Patrol on

Wednesday, (night) 4th October,. 1920,

Tomas Henry Mbore, Glebe, Glendermott,
was shot dead by'a Military Patrol; age 22 years.
At a Military Court of Inquiry, Captain Hesbit
represented the Military and Head Constable

0'Donoghue represented the Crown.

~ Gabriel McGrath wanted me to go to Dublin
to one of the Republican ﬁuni%ion Works as I had
a fair knowledge of explosives but Paddy Hegarty
said I was doing far more important work nere and

"wanted me to stay.

Staff Officor Frank Martin came from
Drumboe Castle, County Donegal, shortly after the
Free State was formed, to me in Derry and offered
me a job as they were looking for someone who
had a knowledge of explosives. I told him I was
on the Republican side and could'not accept his
offer. I was later made Battalion Chemical
Engineer by Sean Hégarty, the 0.C. of the Derry

City Battalion, then operating in County Donegal,

Dick McKee and Peadar Clahcy came fo

Derry on Friday of the June Fighting 1920,

Roger Casement's last inspection of the
Irish Volunteers took place in Celtic Park, Derry,
about fugust, 1914, before he left for the U.S.4.

and from which he later went to Germany.



British Intelligence Officer Igoe whose father
: was a Sergaant in the R.I.C. came to Omagh and Derry
with a car and party of men. They were all members

of the Murder Gang. Igoe drove the car.

I delivered the Hevolver and ampunition to
Hugh C. O'Doherty s house nfter he had received a
letter threatenlng hlS life wnlle Nationalist Mayor of

Derry.

List of Hames of Persons who were useful
for Intelllgence about British and R.I.C.

Movements.

Mick McDonagh
' George Reeves Ryan
| Mrs, ¥Williem Fegarty
Miss Roddy
Miss Doherty
Brerman
Miss Horner
. William Mc! Auley
James Mciuley
Frank Dorothy
Dan Kelly
Fianna Boys .
Policemen | .
Paddy Kelly
Sherlock

KNed Higgins

ﬂﬁ ’ %The Hugh and Cry" was always got in Derry. Tom
ﬁcLaughlin, Bgg Mérchant, had charge of the two

Winchester Rifles.
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The shooting of Constable John Flaherty

16th October, 1920, was not the work of the I.R.A.

The attack on police in Foyle Street was not

the work of the I.R.A.

Mr. Renolds, Breadman, was wounded when the
I.R.A. tried to prevent a distribution of Ingliss

Belfast Bread in Derry City.

Captain Allen's residence, Northland Road,
Derry, was to be taken over by the B. Speclals aas a
district billet. Eight members . of the I.R.A. were
sent to burn the house and prevent its occupation.

The scheme failed and the caretaker was wounded.

June 1920: . 20th Many wounded = 5 deaths
21lst 7 deaths
22nd 9 deaths
23rd 12 deaths
24th 17 deaths
24th Derry Peace Committee meets
24th Curfew imposed in Derry

City. -

The shooting of Detective Sergeant Denis
Moroney on the Quay at Fish Lane, Saturday, 15th
May, 1920, was not the work of the I.R.A. |

The shooting of Constable Peter Henley, through
the left lsg and the shooting of Constable Richafd
McLaughlin, Saturday night, lst May, 1920, was not
the work of the I.R.A. ' |
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A special train took prisconers from Mountjoy

Prison, Dublin, to Derry, 7th February, 1920.

Signed: g ﬂ’@ /
“ (Liam A/:, Brady ) ch;

Date: / > %(bu /6751?

ist May 1952

pater__ Luten Tne oy
y oo M?"/”E/sa.

BUREAL GF MILITARY HISTORY 1913 21
BURO staIqE MILEATA 1873-97

I WS, 27
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The lorries then proceeded in the direction
of Dungloe. When they arrived there the prisoners were
taken from their lorries and kept‘in an old gateway
vhich was used for cattle on Fair Days. The Cumann
na mBan of the district got to knoﬁ and sooh they
came with clothes and boots for the prisoners. Dom's
feét_had swollien sd much that he had to.get Size-lO
boots, while his usual size was 8. They also
brought plenty of food and after some hours the
prisoners were taken to the local school where'30‘
other prisoners wvere, They recognised some of the
boys and feared That most of the General Staff of the
Donegel Division I.R.A. had been captured. Barney
Sweeney, Danny Sweeney (brothers), John Sweeney, Frank
Kearney, Frank Martin, Yankie Collins and annumber
of others. After a few days all ﬁere transferred to
Boyle's house. The Rifle Brigade.who were in
chargé had come from Letlerkenny. ] The Queen's
Regiment had been landed by destrover at
Burtonport. Almost a thousand soldiers had taken part
in one of the biggest round ups in Donegal during that
period. After three weeks stay in'Dungloe'while
the British Military scoured the country the prisoners
were marched to Burtonport Pier understrong Military
Guard, a distance of about six miles, where a destroyer
was waitine to bring the@ around the Northwest Coast
to Buncrana. While the‘soldiers vere grim and
unfriendliy the sailors chatted freely with the prisorers
If was after midnight when they arrived in Buncrana.
A fleet of Military_lorrieé were waiting to take them
to Ebrington Barracks, Derry. Hundreds of people
from Buncrana and district turned out and cheered the
prisoners.’ On arriving at the Military Barrgcks,
Derry, they were put into a large wooden hut.During

! .
this time McGuinness and his Column had gone in the
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Another little verse we add,

To this rhyme of ours,

To let you know the Dorset's work,
Here each night for hours.

They gained another victory,

Without scratch or scar,

For they wiped out this rhyme of ours,
With their little tin of tar,

On November 8th, 1920, 5 Volunteers were
detailed to go to the Customs House on the Quay ana to
hold up the two policemen who were there .on guard and
relieve them of their rifles. Two Volunteers were
told to stand guard at the General Post Office corner
to prevent the approach of enemy Forces Gntil the job
was completed. The other three proceedéd to get the
rifles but as the policemen refused to give them up
some shots were exchanged and Sergeant T. Wiseman
and Constable George Waters were wounded., The
Guildhall Clock was just chiming 8.30 p.m; The five
Volunteers made off, carrying with them one of the
police rifles. Soon the alarm was givén and a large
force of police ahd military.rushed to the scene: The
wounded men were taken to hospital and a search of the

district was made. Pedestrians were held up and

-searchéd and after an hour of fruitless activity the

soldiers and police withdrew.

The rumours that reprisals would be carried
out was justified when groups of the Royal Irish
Constabulary dressed in muffti, some of them with
their faces covered by handkerchiefs and armed with
rifles, hand grenades and incendiary bombs, appeared
on the street a few mimutes before curfew time
firing in all directions. They were greatly under
the influence of drink. A few people who were on
the streets at the time scurried home as quickly

as possible and the police proceeded on their errand

'of destruction. When they reached William Street,
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At 3 o'clock on Monday evening St.:quumba's
College was taken over by the I.R.A. Seamus Cavanagh
and Patrick ShieldsAwere in charge. A gseetion of
Cumann na mBah acted as first-aid nurses, while others
looking after the catering supplied refreshments etc.,
Orders had been issued for rifles, machine guns,
revolvers, bombs and ammunition to be brought into the
City. Menvefe-sent to the various districts where the
arms dumps were kept and by Tuesday morning the I.R.A.
had all the arms they required. Two machﬁne guns were
brought into play on the Ofangemen who haﬁ thrown a
barricade across Bishop Street connecting Abercorn Road
with Barrack Street. Fierce fighting was:not taking
place, in the Nationalist area. Several houses were
turned into armouries where supplies of gﬁns and
ammunition were handed out after bheing thproughly
inspected. Johny Fox', Patrick's S%reet off Howard
Street, was one of those houses. I .witnessed the
silencing of the snipers on Walkeré Pillar by a well
known Derryman, who fired a few rounds from the. corner
of this nouse. The Fianna acted as dispatch carriers
and brought ammunition to the various districts where
shooting was in vrogress. The fighting Mas now at
its height and as one ex-soldier remarked it reminded
him of Hill Sixty. Prominent citizens ha@ appealed
earlier to the loqal authorities to-have:troops
brought in to stop the fighting. They were told that
troops wouid be sent from Dublin as soon as possible
but while the Orangemen had the upper haﬁd no troops

arrived.,

On Wednesday the I.R.A, had driven the Orange
Snipers from most of their posts and ‘when it became
generally known that the I.R.A. were planning to

advance on all Unionists districts with d hand grenade



