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BALLYKTINLAR INTERNMENT CAMPS

Genergl Description.

t
There were two Internment Camps at Bal%ykinlar,

usuelly distinguished as Camp I and Camp II. | Though
these two Camps adjoined each other for a stht

distance at one end ~ being separated only byithe

double fence of barbhed wire which surrounded Lach cgmp -
they were isolated from each other, and commu#iea@ion
between the prisoners in one camp and those iﬁ the other
was forbidden. This regulétion was overcome; however,
by the simple plan of throwing messages (atta%hed to a
stone) from one camp to the other at the plac% where

the two camps adjoined. To prevent thesge meésages
falling into the hands of the Britlsh a ¢ode éf

signals was arragged t0 indicate "coast clearé, and safe

receipt of the message.
' j

|
[

Each camp was self-contained, apart frométhe fact
that- there was only one hpsyital for sick pris?ners.
This was situated in Camﬁ I, and this fact wasiaVailed
of for discussions of important issues of poli&y between
the prisoners' leaders of the two camps: a reiiable
person from Camp II "went sick" and got transférred to

the hospital. It was also avalled of %o tran%fer men
who were "wanted" (by the British) fram one camp to the
other; the man who returned to Camp II (after a short
stay in the hospiial) was sometimes not the mag.who had
gone t0 the hospital. Though there was a Briﬁish
Medical Officer on the staff of the Camps, the irms:d:'u::a.l

trdatment of the prisoners was left mainly to their own
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doctors, of whom there were a number among thegprisoners.

Bach camp held (when full) 1,000 (one thibusand)
prisoners. These were divided, for purposes of
admlnistratlon, into four companies (250 men each), and
each_company was housed in ten huts (25 men toleach hut ).
The compsnies in Camp I were described as A, B,!E G, and D,
and those in Camp II as E, F, G, and H.  In addition to
the huts, in which the men slept, the camp builhings
incjuded large central huts for use as chapel, hining-hall,

o
recreation (concerts etc.), canteen, cock-house,
|

work-shops, etc. ;

The sanitary srrengements were very primitive -
laﬁrines and buckets. This was the most dbjecﬁionable
feature of the cemps, and, as all the work With%n the camps
had to be done by the prisoneré, the emptying of the
" buckets was one of their nastiest "fatigues" (a% camp duties
were called). ‘I
|

There was a Catholic Chaplain (Fr..McListe?) -
appointed by the Bishop of the diocese - attachea to the
camps, and a chapel in each camp,  Frior to theiarrival of
Fr. Burbage as a prisoner to Camp II (about the end of
idJanuary 1921), Fr. McLister said Mass on alternate days in
the two camps; afterwards Fr, Burbage sald Mass daily
in Camp II and Fr. Mclister in Camp I. I

I
]
[
i
i

Camp II.

- t

|

The remainder of this memorandum deals with, conditions
in Camp II; my informat ion regarding Camp I is b%sed on
hearsay (and a short visit to the hospital), but '1 believe
that it differed in meny ways from Camp 1. Part%iculara,

regarding the organisation and activities of the ﬁrisoners
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in the latter camp are contained in an album entitled
l

"The Book .of Ballykinlar" at present on loan ip the

historical collections of the National Museum.| The

) !
following is a copy of the descriptive note attached to

itg- ; |

|
E |
THE "BOOK OF BALLYKINLAR". |
On August 12, 1921, all the Teachtai
DAla in Ballyklnlar Camp were released in
order to attend a meeting of DAil Bireann which
was held in the Mansion House on August 16, 1921.
The Ballykinler Teachtail procured this album and
had it autographed in the Mansion House by .
Michael Collins, Eoin MacNeill, Arthur Griffith
and Eamonn De Vealera. It was then sent %o
Proinnsiss O Dubhthaigh, the Commandant of No. 2
Camp, and was autographed by every prisoner in
the Camp. There are over a thousand names,
grouped together according to the huts which the
prisoners occupied. A page is devoted to each
hut and each page is ornamented with a border of
Celtic illuminated work, no design being repeated.
The srtist was Michedl 0 Riada of Killarney.
The book also contains a complete account |of the
life and activities of the Camp and sketches by
Muiris MacConghail, Liam MacEcin, 1
Cathal O Samhrain and B» Ryan. The book, with
an illuminated foreword, was presented to
Father Burbage by Prainnsias Dubhthalgh On
behalf of his fellow prisomers. Father Burbage
was First a prisoner in the Curragh Camp, then in
Arbour Hill and was finally sent to Ballykinlar
where he remained until the General Release.
1
Ient by Rev, T. Burbage, P.P., Tinryland, CO. Carlow.
B.W. (Loan).

Camp Organisation and Officials.

|

|

t

|

i

|

|
|
L
i
|
|
1
|
|

The organisation followed the usual plan. The

prisoners elected a Commandant (and a Vice-Commaﬁdant);
|

the men (25) in each hut elected a "hut-leader", 'and
|

those (250) in each of the four companies (or lines of
10 huts) a "Line Captain®, These appointments wgre
notified to the British and recognised by them. %In
addition the Commandant and each Line Captain appolinted

|
|

|
i
I
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an Adjutant to assist’ them in their duties. After a time

|

the British objected to the title "Gommandant®, and
ordered that it be changed to "Supervisor" (aﬁd Vice-
Supervisor), leo Henderson was the first COﬁmandant in
Camp II, and I was his Adjutant. He resigned in May or

" June, and I was elected to succeed him; SeénEO'Sullivan
was my Adjutant. Fionén Lynch was Viee-Comma%dant, and
on his release (August) Con O'Donovan succeedeh him,

The "Line Captains" were Joe Gleeson ("H" Compiémy), ,

John V. Joyce ("G" Company), Louls McDermott (?F“ company) ,
and Seén O'Donoven ("E" Company). The Gommandant,
Vice~Commandant, Line Captains and four personé appointed
by all the Volunteer Officers in the camp, forﬁed the
"Gamp Council", which was responsible for all ﬁatters of
policy, etc. We had also a Camp Quartermasteri(who-was
selected, I think, by the Council, and co-0pted{a member
Of that body). Jim McInerney (Limerick) filled this post
very efficiently during the whole period. Hiséchief
.responsibility was %0 ensure that the food suppiied t0 the
camp was up t0 standard, both in quantity and qéality.

Qur meat supplies were inspected by our Camp Veé.

(Seén O'Donovan) who condémned a carcase on one ,occasion
on the grounds that it was tubercular. The British
authorities were taken aback at his condemnationt as their
meat was supplied by the same contractor, but théy
accepted it and gave us an alternative ration (of tinned

meat.' ).

i
L

Another lmportant camp officilal wés our Tréasurer,
Martin. Ryan. He was responéib;e for the organi;ation and
working of our speclal currency system, the paymﬁnt of
accounts (for canteen supplies, etc., ).  Apart friom our
"camp momrey", he held a substantlial sum in cash, %nd kept

a speclal account relating to it which he camoufléged in
e

!
|

'
|
'
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such a way‘that the British could not discoveriit, if they
examined our damp accounts., He was assisted'ﬁy

Michefl ¢ Loingsigh, as Camp Accountant, whom h% trained in
his accounting methods. Vhen Martin Ryan was r?leased

(in October, I'think), 0 Loingsigh succeeded him as Camp

i
Treasurer. ‘ ‘ ﬁ
! i

One of our doctors acted as Dispensary HMedical
officer (Dr. lLeonard), and another (Dr. M.D'Gon$0r) as
Public Health M.O. - to ensure cleanliness throughout the
camp. ? .. .There were a number of minor posts{ such as
Librerian (D. MacCullough); Parcels' Officer (P G. O'Mahony)
Baths' Superintendent (J,V., Lawless), etc. We%had;also? -
.a barbgrs' saloon, a tailors' shop, and a boot—r?pair shop,
each staffed by fully qQualified tradesmen, whosezonly
payment was a weekly ration of free cigarettes|f¥om our
canteen. ’ ‘

i
t

(3) sSafeguarding of "Wanted" FPrisonere.

There were g number of persons among the p%isoners
who had been active Volunteers and were twented" by the
British on serious charges, e.g Dublin volunteeﬁs who had
taken part in the Mount Street attack on the Briﬁish
Intelligence officers. The principal plan ad0p£ed in
Camp II to safeguard these prisoners was t0 get tﬁem to
change identity with other prisoners, if possiblelpersons
who resenbled them in appearance. In some cases?a double
exchange was made: A became B, B became C, and C%became A.
A few men from Camp II were also exchanged with pfisonefs
from Camp I (by means of the Camp Hospital - expléined
elsewhere in these notes). A censorship was-alsé made
(by & staff of censors appointed by us) of all prisoners’
letters before their removal by the British:. anyzletter
containing undesireble statements or information ﬁas

destroyed.
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A small Intelligence group was also br_ouight together,
camposed of seniar Volunteer officers from t.he different
perts of the country, %0 endquire into the anteicedents of
all the prisoners 10 see if there were any spiiles among
them. This group was satisfied with the bonaifides of all
the priscners except one - a barber from cork.w‘ This man
had never 'oeen associated with the VOlu.nteers, 1and none of
the . Cork prisonera would vouch for his rel iability. He
was put .on the staff of the ‘oarbers' shop, andl |
arrangements were made %o have him carefully watched.

One day he was seen giving a let ter secretly to the
British Commgndant, and he was-released 360n after.
He was probably arrested in error, and made a alzpecial

appeal for release. ' 1

|

'me value of our scheme for safeguarding. fwanted"

l
prisoners was tested on one. occasion. A man was removed

from the camp and brought before a Gourt in Drogheda; the
: i

police witnesses refused to identify him and said he was

not the "wanted" man; in fact he was from Manorhamilton,

but as no one knew who he was he was released.
. |
Ill-Treatment of Prisoners, : |

|

[
A number of the prisoners, especially some' from

cork and other southern districts, had suffered ill-
treatmént after their arrest and on their way t°2
Ballykinlar. To Obtain accurate and full recorﬁ;l.s of
these cases a Commission of responsible persons !.(their
names are glven in the "Book of Ballykinlar") waé get up.
This Commission took statements from the prisonezli's '
concerned, and the records were taken from the cal'{mp by the
Chaplain, Fr. McLister, for transmission to Dublin,

The only serious case of ill-treatment of prisoners in

the camp occurred when a small group of them were: caught
1
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| |
drilling in a recregtion hut. They were remc;ved and
punished by detention for some days in the cel{ls. ihile
there some of them were badly beaten up by a Bliritish
provost-sergeant (nemed Bryant) because they did not stand
to attention when visited in ‘the cells by the :British

b

orderly officer. !

Appeals against Internment Orders.

. Every pr;iaoner received a document on arrl’fival at
the camp, called an Internment Qrder, which inclluded a
provision for gppealing against-the order. _It;: was
decided gt first that no one should appeal - théis was
regarded as & matter of pplicy at the time - an"ld though
a considergble number of the prisoners (at 1eas-£ one-f£ifth)
had never"been active in the Volunteers or sinnilFéin, the
decision not to appeal was faithfully O’t:ne:e.erved...i After
further consideration and representations by sonile of the
Dublin Volunteers among the prisoners, it was agireed that
volunteers who wished to do so might appeal.('l‘his was not
announced openly to all the prisoners, h0wever-).i; Amongst -
those who then appealed, were released, -and took? part in
the subsequent fighting in Dublin, were Paddy Dai;l.y and

Mick Love. (There may have been others, but these are the

only two names that I can remember now). |

1
’ i

Militery Training.

!

At first no objection was raised to the pI':':LSOIleI'S'
arilling in the camp, and all (especially the yov;ngei:- me'n)
were drilled for some time each forencon. A roil was
made (and checked, as far as possible) of all prief;oners
who were Volunteer -Officers, and lectures and traﬂ?.ning

classes were organised for them. The only text~books

[
available, however, were a description of the mechanism etc.
‘ : , I
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of the Thomson gun (from an American Encyclopaedéa), and
a book by a German Officer (Iettow Von Vorbeck, I think was
his name) giving an sccount of his campaign in A%rica
-during the 1914-1918 Buropean War. Prisoners:wéo had faksn
pert in ambushes or other militery events gave an account
of them, and discussions on tactles, etc. took piace.
After a few weeks an order was issued by the Briﬁiéh
forbidding arill in the cemp, but military training continued
secretly. . The British seemed t0 be aware of this, and made
a couple of attempts t0 surprise a training clasé. Qur
scouts usually prevented thié, but on one occaéiq? a emall
group was caught (practising bayonet fighting, I. think), and

t
its members fot a few days' cells as punishment. |
: |

|

(7) commnication with G.H.@. ' k
: ' i

Arrengements were made by Camp I - before Cémp II was
opened or occupied -~ for sending and receiving di%patches to
and from G, H.Q. , and other confidentiallmessages{i A British
soldier was bribed to ect as a messenger between ﬁ?e Camp
and a person in Dundrum (whose name I have forgott%n) ir
T ever knew it?). At first a corporal named Loveiwas
employed for the purpose. His officlal dutieé in%luded the
supervision of the cook-houses (in both camps, aft;r Camp II
was opened), and he was obliging and reliable, as %ar as I am
aware. Then a new Quartermaster Sergeant namedAF;rrell came
to the Britilsh staff. His duties included Supervision of
the issue of certain rations (such as coal), the eéuipment
and supply of materials to our workshops { barbersf, tailors’',
shoemakersk etc. ). From his arrivel Farrell was %xtremely
friendly to all the prisoners with whom he came in contact.

In a short time Corporagl Love was femoved from his Eost -

on a charge of neglect of duty ~ and Farrell &as em?loyed to
carry camp despatches. !
|
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Farrell was a CO. Cavan man, and I mdep?tand that
he was employed on the recommendation of a cavén prisoner
in Cemp I named Bartley. He was paid £1 a week (shered
equally by the two Cemps)for nine or ten month;-:,f for
carrying our despatches, and I am now fully eat::isfied that
he was a British spy all the time, and that all; despatches
out. of, and into, the Camps were read before delfivery.

I had begun to suspect him a short tlme before Lwe were

released, and further consideration since then has

confirmed my suspicion, Fortunately any despatches from

the A. G t0 Ballykinlar that I ever saw, contaiz:led no news

or information of importance, and if those from| the Camps
.

contained information that did us harm, we deserved to

suffer for entrusting them 0 a man like B‘arnelli.
;

In the section of these notes desling with!\ escape
plans I have described how gll plans that were rieferred to
in despatches from the Gamps were immedistely diEQ-wered
by the British. The day after the escape at tem?t-

by Riordan and his companions, Farrell came to me and

1
asked wny he had not been told of the attempt, 50 that he

'eould have made arrangemente for iransport for them at
Dlmd;mnn to get them away from the district qu:.ckly.

I assured him that the attempt was quite unoffic J,a.l s and
that I knew nothing about it!t l.

A short time before that another incident occurred
1

which points strongly towards Farrell's treachery (and
audacity). During the truce a Co. Meath prisoner

(Liam Sheridan) was released on perole. on his ;'eturn he
was driven back to the camp by a local Volunteer éi)ffieer,
ngmed Farrelly, accaipanied by two ladies, E'arreélly drove
through the outer gate of the camp grounds, and ws:‘;s
promptly arrested and detalned - the ladies being %ireleaeed.

1
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A few days afterwards Farrell came t0 me and sald he wanted

40 see Llam Sheridan. I asked him what he \’vanti;ed with him,
and he said that a notebook which had been take_r:1 from the
Volunteer Officer, Farrelly, contained some names 63? persons
having charge of rifles, but.no addresses, and r!*e wanted to
get their addresses from Sheridan in order to warn them!

on the spot I thought that story was fishy, and luI asked |
Farrell how he got Farrelly's notebook? He sai%d that
Lieutenant Farrar (the British Chief I, 0, at the; Cemp)

had aesked him to lock it up for him as he (Earra.i‘c') was in a
hurry. I thought this éxplanat;lOn a bit "thin"!l, and I told
Farrell that he could not see Sheriden as we had.l‘j a strict
rule ageinst individual prisoners having secret éiealings:
with any of the British staff, but that if he gave me a list
of the names he referred %o I would try to ha#e ﬁannings

gsent: I never got that list.

-
|
il

| ‘;

One of the features which contributed much _Fito the
comfort of the priscners in Camp II was the money system
operated in the camp. The prisoners were not a.lEJ.OWGd to
bring ordinary money with them into the camp (or {to receive
money sent to. them), but many prisoners brought 1%1 small
sums concealed on thc_air persons ~ the large numbezz' of rings
macie from pennies and silver colins 1s evidence of:;this:

a few prisoners returning t0 the camp off parole ﬁrought
substantial sums secretly in with them. At an early stage
the British Commandant deci_d.ed to issue a special !lpaa)er
currency t0 the prisoners: (against their 'cfash hel'éd by him').
The lower denominations (i.e. from 1d. t0 2/6d. ) w:ere printed
on coloured paper, and notes for 10/4 and £1 wvere !f:yped on
white paper. This "camp money" was very welccxne’,:) as it

enabled prisoners to buy cigarettes, etc. at theirtcanteen.
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After a month or so the British Commandent ordered a check
of the gmount of "“cagmp money" in circulstion in the two
camps; he assumed that some of it would have 't;een lost or
destroyed, and he promised to provide some extfas. for the
prisoners: with any surplus of their cash that he might have.
When the check was made he was shocked to £ind that more
camp money had been handed in by the prisoners ..th-.an had
been isgued to them. It 1s possible that mistskes were
made by the British in the amount of camp money issued, but
the more pi-_o'b;able explanation 1s that some of money >
returned was forged, especially the 10/- and £1 notes.

The British Gommandant then decided to issue no more camp
money. He agreed, however, t0 co-oOpersgte with with us in
the issue of a currency of our own. The scheme was that
prisoners who had money wiﬁh the British Commandant would
sign a (wltnessed) document authorising him to transfer \
their money t0 our Gamp Gommandant.  When he was notified
that this had been done, our Commandant issued Camp money
t0 each prisoner corresponding to the amount of ﬁloney
transferred t0 him. #hen a prisoner was releaséd. he handed
over his "camp money" t0 our Commandant who then ‘.issued an
authority to the British Commandant for the transfer $0 him
o fi an equivalent sum in cash. The scheme worked gquite
satisfactorily, and credit for its success is due mainly

to our Camp Treasurer, Martin Ryan.

At f£irst our "camp mone'y_" was home-mede; ii; was hand-
written and duplicated on a small neo-style duplicator.
To guard against the dénger of forgery the 'camp money" was
checked and renewed at frequent intervals, but no evidence
of forgery was ever discovered. The money wes not
satisfactory, however, as the paper from which it was made

got torn very easily, and we enguired from some Dublin
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printing firms about the terms on which they;would supoly
vs with printed money. Colm 0'Iochlainn {of '0'Loughlin, |
Murphy and Boland, as the firm then was) agreed at once to
provide uvs with prin%ed money, and to make no éharge for
doing so. Soon afterwards we received the new "currency',
The various "coins" were circular, graded in size
accordaing to value from 1d. to £1, nicely deéignad and
printed on thin hard card-board., Many of these "coins"
were retained as souvenirs when the pfisonersywere released.
resulting in an equivalent cash sﬁm remaining to the credit

of our Camp Commandant. A% the general release (in

'December 1921) a sum of £165 remained in the Camp

Treasurer's hands; this was made up of profits from the
canteen, saie (to British canteen) of remaining canteen
stocks, and unredeemed "camp money". From this sum a |
grant of £75 was made (ﬁhrough Mr, Denis MeCullough) in
December i922 to the dependants.of some Belfast
republican prisoners; (then detained on the M"hrgenta);
the remaining £96 was given to the Irish Red Cross ih

June, 19%1. l

The Camp Canteen: . i

This was a sort of combined grocery and tobacconists
shop, with the addition of such side-lines as stationery,
stamps, macremé-twine, ete. The sale of cigarettes was

the nrincipal and most profitable psrt of 'its business,

Though cigarettes were rather scarce at that period ih

many parts of the country, we were seldom without a supnly.
For that the credit is due to Carrolls\of Dundall, and
I would like to express our indebtedness to thaf firm.,
They always gave our orders priority, and filled fthem
without delay.

The sale in the canteen of such things aé tea,sugar,

condensed milk,enabled the prisoners to provide supper in
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their huts at night, as there were usually a number of
prisoners in each hut with sufficient money to purchase

the necessary materials for the purpose.

The profits on canieen sales were subs‘tan{'.ial (over
£10 a week on cigerettes), and. were used $0 supply a free
ration of clgarettes t0 prisoners employed. perménently on .
certain camp duties; the c.ook._?,, barbers, tailors and bdot-
repairers. An sllowance of 2/6d. a week was alsO made to

all prisoners who had no money of their own. E

Flans for Escape.

Right from the beglnning careful thoﬁght was. givenl
t'o xﬁaking plans for escape. The most obvious plan was to
meke a tunnel from under the floor of a hut out g.nder the
barbed wire fence, This was done in Camp I wher"x
Joe McGrath was commandant there, and when the tunnel was
glmost finished he (unfortunately) sent a d.espatch t0 B, H, Q.
to ensure that transport would be availlable, if possible,

near Dundrum, to remove the escgped prisoners. But & day

or two before the escape was due to take place the Britilsh

discovered the tunnel.

In order to make tunnelling more gifficult ﬁhe British
then dug a trench ébo'ut five or six feet deep in the“death-
walk" (l.e. the passage in the middle of the barbed wire
fence around each camp), and inserted iron spikea.liabout nine
inches apart to a-dépth'of six-feet Dbelow the bot ﬁom of the
trench. To get' underneath these cbstacles it ,wouﬁ.d be
necessary to sink a tunnel to a depth of about fifteen feet.
This was impossible (in G,amﬁ II at any rate), owing to the
soft nature of the ground below a depth of about eight feet,
The oﬁly portions of the ceamps.! boundary which the RBritish

did not consider it necessary to protect with the french and
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spikes were the ends which adjolned the rOadwa& between the
camps and the British soldilers ' quarters. ﬁldugh there
could be no re_ascmably safe outlet for a tunnel\' made in that
part of the camps, one was actusally construc‘ted' from Camp I
directly under the roadway, and was only disc:ovpred when a
heavy lorry passing over it sank in it/ This ;Loz;ry ﬁ:as
bringing s group Of prisoners, who had been released on
parole, to the railway station, and the inciident took place
on the day of Tadhg Barry's murder (15/11/21). The British
also omitted to fortify (with the trench and iron spikes:)
the gap :Ln the barbed wire fence from Gamp II té the
adjoining foothall field. Plans were then madé for a
tunnel under this gap fram the nearest hut. iWhen the .

. tunnel was nearing campletion it wes (unfcmtunat-ely)
mentioned in a despatch, and the British discovefed it.
"ﬂhey then continued the trench and spikes througigl.,tha gap
in the fence, and placed a wooden foot-bridge ovér.the
trench. Periodical searches for tu_n.nelé were then made
by the British in a1l the huts and though tunnelling was
no longer  regarded by thé more responsible pr isoners as an
effective means of escaping, same prisoners continued to
experiment with them, We had an_exp_ert adviser on tunnel-

making in Ganp II, Michael Sheehy, a mining engineer.

Another escapé plan proposed was tO cover a man with
0old macintoshes at the bottom of the "swill-cart" when it
was being fllled at the cook-house. This cart was sent into
the camp by a local farmer who had the contract for
removing the refuse of food from the camp.  The driver was
sccampanied by a military policeman, but they were both
glad to accept a mug of tea in the rcook-house while the
prisoners filled the cart. Before carrying out Ehe Plan
a despatch was sent to0 the Adjutant of the local V:folunteer
Divisimfar a report on the driver of the cart - whether he
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conld be relied on to keep his mouth shut. . Te reply
was satisfactory, but before it was received the plan
was dead: th‘e arill-cart was emptied at the :outs::l.de gate
of the camp and refilled, every time it left the camp.

The escape from Camp II which ceme néaz}est to
success, and would have succeeded but for an aceidental
bit of bad luck, was a rather elaborate one and required
some organisatlon and the co-cperation of the bulk of
the prlisonera. The recreation fleld which (a;d;)oined the
camp, and wes about the same sizé as an ordin.ary soeooer
football field, was open only for scm?e hours. éaeh day
and was closed before dark each evening; it was not
guarded as caréfully as the cemp proper, as. only one
sentry's block-house overlooked it, and the bérbed wire
fence around it was less elaborate than that around the
. camp. The entrance to the field (from the camp) was:
near the end farthest from the sentry block-house, and a
few yards; outside the field at that end there was a
disused shed whose door was alwﬁy_s; open. The. entrance
was 80 near the end fence that a crowd leaving'- the field
together would obsiruct the sentry's view of the space
between the end of the field and the shed. The attached
rough diagram (not drawn to scale, and made from memcry
‘after a lapse of 30 years) will help to expla:l.zil the
position. 'I o

The plan wa;a: that while a crowd was leavipg the ...
recreation field g small group of prisoners shmizld cut
through the lower strands Of the barbed wire in the end
fence in front of the shed, crawl into the shed.i remain
there t1ll it became gquite dark, then crawl out ;again and
across the recreatlon field and cut their way thirough the

boundary fence. In order %0 ensure a good crowd at, the
o !
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entrance to the field on the evening of fhe eséape—attempt
-an important football match was fixed for that afternoon
and the chief cook was instructed to blow the Whist;e

for tea before the maitch was quite finsihed. A few
prisoners were.stationed at the field entrance to warn
the crowd not to stare at the escaﬁing men and éxcite

the suspicion of the sentry. -

The plan worked without a hitch. The esgaping men
had crossed the recreation field and cut their way
through the boundary fence undetected, when thej were
éccidentally discovered‘by the British Camp Commandant
(Colonel Innes). He was walking alone around the
outside of the camp to visit the sentry posts, and
walked on one of the escaped men, who were trying to hide
in the long grass. He raised the alarm at omce
and the powerful search-lights were turned on; ﬁel

then knew that the attempt had failed.

There were five men in the party who made the
attempt; and they were in charge of a Co. Waterford man
named Riordan, who was largely respdnsible for the scheme:
I do not remember all the names of the other fouf (I think
they were published in the newspapers soon afterj, nor
can I remember why they were selected. The plan‘involved
many risks. The men had to remain perfectly stiil
for over four hours in‘an open shed, past which
British soldiers were passing frequently; they had to
crawl diagonally across a football field in full view
of a sentry, and cut a way through a strong barbed wire.
barricade without making noise or attracting attention.
The risks were so great, and the success ofithe séheme
so doubtiul, that one senior Volunteer officer from Dublin

refused to take part in it, and urged me to forbid it.
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Looking back on the metter now, I think the numbeT
(five) was too large for a plan of the kind, and
endangered its success: it should have been

limited to two.

The plan which I have just described led to
the escape-attempt of P._Colgan and M. Donegan from
Camp I.When Riordan was serving his punishment
sentence for attempting to ascape ne was recbgnised
by a British Military Policeman with whom heihad
served in the British Army. They discuséed'escape
plans, and agreed that the only successiul way
would be to walk out of the camp in British Army
uniform. This military policeman offered té
supply two suits of uniform at £5 each, and ﬁhis
information was passed on to M. Donegan (orl
ngpitzpatrick”, as he was called in the camp);
Apparently mbﬂey was gcarce in Camp I, and I got
an urgent request by the inter-camp post for ?10
I got the money from our Treasurer and sent iﬁ
across at once. (I presume someone with more
direct knowledge has told the rest of the story of

this escave).

(11)FBducational Activities.

The "Book of Ballykinlar®- (referred to
already givés some idea of the extent of these
activities. Classes for teaching Irish;

graded according to the learners’ knowledge
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from beginners t0 advanced, and in the three ¢ain dialects,
formed the main part of the educational programme, and many
of the prisoners made good progress. The most failthful
and hard-working of the Irish teachers was Michedl 0 Cuill
of Cork, Other successful classes included one in
mathematics, taught by Martin Ryan (our Camp Treasurer),
and in surveying, taught by James Quigley (formerly Co.
Engineer for Co. Meath, and later Chief Engineering
Inspector in Liocal Government Departme_nt). Examinations
were held and certificates issued at the end of some of the
educational courses. A,certifidate issued in

Ballykinlar Internment Gamp was produced in 1923 by a
candidate (Joe McRickard) for asppointment as a Land
Commission Inspector, as evidence of his: qualifications

in land-surveying. (I was a member of the Civil Service

Selection Board before which the certificate was prOduLced).

In addition to formal elasises, lectures, debates
and discussions were frequently held. Historical
anniversaries -~ §Holfe Tone, Robert Emmet, etc.; - were
faithfully c:elebrated.w Dramatic pefformances 'Were also
staged feeguently. Some of the prisoners devdpted all
their spare time t0 the prepérat lons for these pérformances,
_ (Making costumes, scenér.y, etcs ), and the results of their

work sometimes reached a high standard.

On May 1st, same of the practical jéker.s in the camp
staged a burlesque May-day de;ﬁonstratic;h. A red blanket
was'fasfened on a pole as a flag; a prisoner |

(Alec Bradley, Mionaghan) was hoisted on a door wiih his
‘ melodeon playing the "Red Flag", and a procession was formed
The British 00k strong exception to this "demonstration',
and sent word that the sentries had got orders to shoot

unless it was discontinued)
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(12) The Camp Library:

Our library was well stocked with books dealing
with Irish History, biography, and works of fiction.
The librarian was Denis McCullough., Any books we

asked for, no matter how expensive, were sent to us
without delay if they were availaﬁle: ve had merely to
send a reguest for them to the Society of Friends
(Quakers) in Dublin (to whom I refer elsewhe}e in
these notes). The library was not used, hovever, as
much as one would expect. The hut in which the books
were kept was small, and had no accommodation for
readers, The sleeping huts were too crowded and
noisy for reading, and there was'no other indoocr
accomnodation for the purpose. Some prisoners tried
to get a guiet spot for readihg out of doors in the
summer, but even this was not easy - with 1,000 men in

a very eonfined space:

(13) The British Staff and our relations with them.

The British military (officers and N.C.0s.) in

‘ éharge of the camps were drawn mainly from the
"Cornwalls" and the K.R.R's."; the uCornvalls were in

: éharge of édministration, énd the camp guardsé sentries
ete, were from the "K.R.R's.". The Cornwalls" had
most direct intercourse witn the p:iséners; a lieutenant
(assisted by a Sergeant) was in direct charge of each
of the four companies. My experience of the
"Cornwalls" was that some of them were kind and

considerate: I might mention in parficular Lieﬁtenant

Wilson, Lieutenant Mayo and Sergeant Roberts.

L

The "K.R.R's." on the other hang, were invariably
offensive and hostile to the vrisoners; it was generally

renorted and believed in the camp (on what authority



I cannot now remember) that one of their officers was
particularly hostile, ‘and was heard to malke offensive

remarks regarding the prisoners.

In addition to those mentioned (and, of course, the
British‘Commandant, Quartermaster and Staff, and a number of
military policemen), the British staff included a number of
Intelligence Officers (whose duties included the censoring
of all prisoners' letters and parcels). The chief
Intelligence Officer at first was a Captain Newton, with
whom I had ho direct contact; he was succeeded by a
Lieutenant Farrar, whom I came to know well and to detest
thoroughly. He was a very mean, hostile type. When
I complained of his conduct once to Lieutenant ﬁiléon,
he explained that Farrar was not really an officer;
he was what they called in the Army a civilian
Officer, I have dealt elsewhere with Quartermasgter
Sergeant Farrell. The only.other member of thellntelligence
staff with whom I had any dealing was a man named_
Montgomery. My business with him ﬁas this, Among
the prisoners in Camp I there had been a young lad of
about 19 vears, who had been arrested in rather unusual
circumstances. He was being tried, with his father or uncle

before a Sinn Fein Court when the British swooped down on the

court and arrested everyone concerned -~ Judges, guards,
and prisoners. - The young lad was a person of
Jow intelligence; he shunned his comrades in Camp I

and was becbming rather unbalanced mentally. We were asked
to accept him on trénsfer to Camp- II as it was'thﬁught the
change might do him good. It had the opposite sffect,
however, and we told the British Comwandnat th.t we could
not accept responsibility for him. He was then rémoved to

the cells,pending an order for his release,Which did not come



for a couple of weeks. Late one evening (aboﬁt 9..30 p.mm, )
I was told that he had been released, but that he did not
seem $0 be willing t© leave. I asked for, and got ,
permission to see him. I found him in a dazed éondition,
mogning sloud neaer the outside gate of the camp - a most
distressing sight. I brought him back, and asked for
permission to have him kept in the camp hospital that night,
and I would send to Belfast for an escort for him the
following morning. I was t0ld by the British Adjutant
(who was sympathetic) that thils was impossible: once a
man had been releassed, they had no guthority to‘reradmit
him, Montgomery then came along and asked whaﬁ 1 wanted
to do. when I told him he gave immedilate directions for
the lad's: admission to the camp hospital. An escort came
for him the next morning (from the Liaison Offiéer in
Belfast: this occurred during the truce), and brought him
t0 the Mater Hospital, Belfast.

Rows with the British Camp Authorities.

We had a series of disputes and rows with the
British which had the double effect of loosening the
rigidity of their control and maintaining the prisoners'’
morale. These disputes began, as far as I remember, with
the question of saying "Sir", when answering the roll-call.
A prisoner who had (inadvertently, I think) omitted to say
ngir" was repriménded, and the following night no priscner
in the camp said "Sir". On one occasion an_ordef was given
that the prisoners should remove their beds and 6ther
property outside the huts to enable the British tO examine
the floors for traces of tunnel-masking. We paid‘no heed
to the order, and a party of soldiers was brought into the
camp tO carry it out. The summer of 1921 was rather hot,

and we asked that the doors of the huts be left open at
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night for ventllation. Qur request was refuse&,and the
following night just before lock-up, the doors 6f every
(sleeping) hut in the camp were broken off; after that we
were not locked-up at night. At first the prisoners had
to stand t0 attention in their huts for the British
gommgndent 's inspection, about 10 a.m.; on the ple-a that
they had to attend to camp duties (cook-houses, etc.)
prisoners in increasing numbers, disregarded this inspection,
and in g few months it was abaﬁdoned.entirely. 'ﬁar some
reason (which I do not now remember) we refused at one
stage to answer to our nemes gt thé night roll-call,.and
from that forward there was merely a count of the persons
in each hut., It was on this occasion (I think) that the
British Gommendant tried to frighten us and teach us a
lesson. About gn hour after "lights out" he marched into
the camp, with gll his officers: and gbout 100 sol;iiers
with fixed bayonets. He entered each hut with a few
officers and armed soldiere and ordered the prisoners to
stend by their beds; any who were asleep (or pretended to
be) were roughly shaken by the N.C,08. and some were beaten
by officers with walking sticks. Whateﬁen the purpose of

the "invasion" was, it failed coanpletely.

There were three different British Commandants in
charge of the camps. I had no direct contacts wiih the
first, Colonel Little. He was succeeded by a
colonel Browne, a rather cautious type of man who seemed
anxious to be as liberal as the regulations permitted.

He repeated to me severgl times that he had learned one
thing at Ballykinlar - "io do nothing without suthority".
I think thié referred to his mistake in permitting‘

Eoin O'Duffy to visit the camps when he called there as
Liaison Officer. On one occasion Colonel Browne cbnsulted

me gbout a difficulty with his camp financial accounts:
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there was an error of £10; and he could not go on leave
until it was cleared up. I told him I would consult our
Camp Treasurer, Martin Ryan, and see if he could help.
Martin and I agreed that it might be a chance of getting
some useful information, and he offered to "awndit" the
Colonel's accounts for him. He was brought-to the
Adjutant's office, and had little difficulty in;showing
that a sﬁm of £5 on one side of the account should.be on

the other side.

Colonel Browne was succeeded by a Colonel Ihnes,
who remained in charge until the camps closed. Innes was
an active, autocratic, domineering type of man.klt was
he who led the "invasion" of the camp af night by an armed
body of soldiers(just described); he also, personally
caught the five prisoners who attempted to escape.

He freduéntly stood at the camp gale wétehing the
prisoners - vprobably to see if he could spot

anything suspicisdus. He had been (I was reliably
informed) in charge of the jails (or.internment camps) in
which conscientious objectors ﬁere confined during the
first Buropean War, and the Provost-Sergeant (Bryant), had
been a "butty" of his there (I have referred elsevhere

to the beating by Bryant of some of our. prisoners when

confined &n the punishment cells).

Recreational and other Activities.

These were very varied, and. it would be difficult to .
give a complete picture of them. Apart from their.
obligation to do their share in necessary canp duties, the
prisoners were under no obligation to take part in - any
other activities - and, indeed, a small number toék very

little part in them; the great majority, however,'found

some occupation to their taste. &s a general rule the
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farencons were devoted to classes and camp dutilea, and

the afternoons to outdoor recreation, or, in wet weather,'
indoor hobbies: the aim was to keep everyone occupied.
Football was played at first on the space betweén the lines
of huts in the camp, but a suitable field was afterwards
provided. The gymnasium was equipped with punch-~bells,

sets of boxing-gloves: (of various sizes), medicine bell,
skipping_rﬁpes.,h ete. | There were many sets of chessmen

and playing cards availgble. The National iﬁuaem{n collections
contain some specimens of articles made by prisopners in

the camp.

Much ingenuity was shown by prisoners. A4 shortage of
matches - in the summer, when there were no fires in the
huts - was a great inconvenience to cigarette smokers until
the "margariné-lamp" was invented. This was mad‘e from a
condensed milk tin and a strip of cotton rag for wick; the
fuel was surplus margarine (some prisoners did not use their
ration). 6nce. the lamp was started burning the heat from
the small flame was sufficient to melt the margarine on the
surface and induce & flow of lts vapour slong the wick,

The great objection to lamp was that burning margarine
gives off a very dissgreeable odour, but this discomfort
was 'bo:_'ne as patientiy as the many others of life at the time

and many huts had a margarine lamp burning continuously.

Assistance from the Society of Friends (Quakers.).

I have referred to this matter elsewhere in these
notes. . I do not know how the proposal originated, or who
was responsible for it. Some of the more prominenf |
members of the Society (such as Senator Douglas) were ac:tive
in the organising of the "“ghite Cross" and raising funds; |,
for the relief of dependants after the Easter Rising, and

it is possible that this led to the provision of cultural
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and recreational assistance for interned prisoners. A4s far
as I am aware this assistance was not provided in other
priscns or camps (even in Camp I at Ballykinler?); it may

have been offered and not accepted.

The assistance which we received consisted mainly of
gymnasium equipment, and boocks to0 form a library for study
and general reading. No reguest of ours: was réfused, and

mgny rare and expensive books ﬁere supplied t0 us.

The member of the Soclety of Friends with whom
I had correspondence was a gentlemsn named Webb.,. (I do

not remember his address).

Death of Tadhg Barry.

About the middle of November the Briltish Cmdmt
t0ld us that he had permission to0 release a number of |
prisoners (about 3%0) on parole from the camps, and he |
supplied a lorry to bring them to the rallway station.

e n they were entering' the lorry outside the ‘camp gate
and some prisoners (including Tadhg Barry) were s‘ﬁ_and.ing a
few yards inside the gate of Cemp II, the sentry in the
block-house overlooking the gate fired at Barry and shot
him dead through the heart. another prisoner ’

(Con O'Helloran) dragged his body back a few yards, and an
angry crowd quickly gathered, some of them shouting at and
denounc ing the sentry, who had them covered with his rifle.
The threstening situation was saved by the presence of mind
of Sefin 0'Sullivan (now Aide-de-Camp to the President) who
cglled on the prisoners to0 kneel down and say the Rosary.
In an instant all was calm; Falher Burbage attended to
Tadhg, and the doctpPrs pronounced life extinct. In‘l the
megntime gn officer had entered the sentry-box, and another

sentry was brought to replace the man who had fired the
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shot. So impressive was the scene inside our camp, and
the instant change from angry abuse to prayer,‘that the
British M.0. (Captain Harlow, who was not friendly to us)
complimented me next day on the remarkable discipline of

our men, and our control over them.

It would be impossible to describe the shock which

the tragedy produced on the prisoners. Their nerves

were &t high temsion. The truce and treaty negotiations
had lasted many months and the hopes and prospects of
early release had been more eagerly debated every day.
Tadhg Barry had been #ery active and popular in-all the
camp activities; he had volunteered to act as hut leader
in thé old ments hut" - a hut specialiy fitted up to

accommodate 25 of the oldest men in the camp.

Most of the British officers seemed to regret the
tragedy. They consulted us about arrangements to be made.
They offered accommodation for the body in a building
outgide the camp (open to the public), and agreeds that a
~group of 24 prisonerg from the camp might accompany it to
supply a guard until the funeral left on condition that
they gave their parole not to escape, When a British
Sergeant attempted to remove the Tricolour flag from the
coffin, the Adjutant (Lieutenant Joselyn) forbade him,

An inguest was opened and adjournéd until the middle of
January - by which time we had been released for some time
and the feelings aroused among the public by the tragedy

had 1essened. Thelinquest was rather disappointing.
Heither the sentry who fired the shot nor the sergeant nor
the officer of the guard were present as witnesses. The only
witnesses produced by the British were Colonel Little '
(wvho gave evidence regarding the orders forbiddingk

prisoners to approach the barbed wire, obeying sentries,
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etc. ), an R, E, officer, who gave evidence thaﬁ we had made
tunnels to try 10 escape, and a Corporal Collins - whose
evidence was of.no importance (as far as I remember).

It had been reported to us (with what grounds,l I cannot
Say) that the officer of the guard that day was a
Lieutenant Shephard, and that ‘he had given specigl orders
to the sentries "to stand rio nonsense".  We had hoped to
bave him cross-examined gbout this, but he was. not .there.
The éentr_-.v was: not available either to say whether Barry
had disocbeyed en order of his, The COronei"s:';jiury were
equally divided on tI;e guestion whether the é.éntry was
Justified in £iring the fatel shot,

As to what actually occurred when Tadhg was shot,
I think there can be little doubt that he (and the other
prisoners) were ordered by the sentry to get back, and
that Tadhg disregarded the order: the other prisoners di-d,
in fact, move away. Beé:ides it was an offence to talk to
persons outside the camp (as; Tadhg was pr-—obably‘doing);
two prisoners: (Tormey snd S§Iioan} had been shot t:?.ead for this
in Camp I some months previously (but before Tadhg Barry
reached the camp). Albert Wood, X.C., one of our goungel
at the inquest, wished to meke the case that Tadhg was

known, and del:tberately shot because he was Tadhg Barry -

but we could not support this ldea. It had also been

alleged that someone entered the sentry's box shortly
before the shot was fired. This is posaible, but we had
no evidence of it, and it is doubtful if it could have
happened unknown to our pris;bners-; an officer did enter

the box after the shot was fired, to change the sentry.

Disposal of Camp Property.

For future record purposes I give a brief sccount

- of the disposal of our common property in Camp II when
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the camp closed. I have explained elsewhere that £79

of our cash was given to dependants of Belfast prisoners
in 1922, and the remainder to the Irish Red Cross. It

was intended that all the valuable books in cﬁr library
be presented to Cork University College, whose library
had been destroyed. They were packed in boxes and sent -~
at first, to the Gaelic League Offices, in Parnell Square,
Dublin. They were left there for some time (a few weeks)
as the released prisoners naturally had other matters to
occuny their attention. When steps were then taken to
send the .books to Cork, it was found that the boxes had:

been broken open and all the best books stolen,

The camp piano and harmonium were sent to Denis
McCullough's shop for (badly needed) repairs, and
subsequent disposal. They perished when that shop was
destroyed some time in 1922 or 1923,

The gymnasium equipment “disappeared" when the news
was spread that the camp was clésing - exceﬁt the wrestling
mat: this had only veached thes camp the evening before

we left, and I don't know what became of it.

+

Signed Kﬁ\’twozs;DWJLZougk’
Proinnsias O Dubhihatsn
(Fr. O'Duffy)

Date ls?%:ﬂ us2. .

1st April 19\3.

Witness

T o Wt

(John McCoy). . I .
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ADDENDUM _re CAMP I, BALLYKINLAR.

The late Louis Walsh (Solicitor, and afterwards

District Justice in Co. Donegal) was a prisoner for some

time in Camp I, Bellykinlar. He was released after a

few months (in May,’I think), and soon afterwards

published a book ("On My Keeping and In Theirs") in which

he gave an account of his experiences in Cemp I,
Ballykinlar, and referred to happenings and 1sading

personages in that camp. VWhen a copy of the book
reached us in Camp II we considered that some ;of the

disclosures made In it were open to serious cbjection
!

(as they gave "inside" information to the "enémy" while
the Ballykinlar Camps were still open). We marked our
resentment at the publication holding a publ'ic? ceremony
of burning a copy of the book in the centre'of; the camp

|
|
before a large crowd of the prisoners. i
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