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Whitecross, Newry, Co. Down.

I jolned the Natlonal Volunteers in 1914. The local
company waes composed principally of members of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. This phase of volunteer activity
only lasted for a few months of the summer of 1914.

When the greﬁt War of 1914~1918 broke out an attempt was
made to get members of the Volunteers to joln the British

Army. This attempt seemed t0 have put a quick end to the

activitlies of the National Volunteers loc ally. A recrulting

meeting wés held in Whitecross and this only produced one

recruit,

About 1917 a Sinn Féin Club was started in
Ballymoyer and a short tlme later another was organised in
whitecross.” There were Volunteers in Ballymoyer in 1916,
but they d4id not turn out in Easter Wesk, There was an
organisation of the Irish Republican Brotherhood in
existence in Ballﬁ;:aoyer area in 191%7. Hugh CGooney was the
leading man,

I did not join the I.R,B., until gbout 1918. I think
Henry McKenna of Ballymacnasb, Armagh, .had a hand in
starting the organisation. There were only three or four
persons jolned up in my area and the organisation dropped
away shortly after i1t started. As far as I could f£ind out
the men in the I,R.B. were principally older men than those
who would be expected to develop into active service men.
The T)folunteers were firat organised and then the I,R,B., was

launched and soon died away again.
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South Armagh Bye—-Election 1918,

It was during the South Armagh Election that our
Company was got properly going. The Volunteers t00k an
active part in the political activities of the election
campalgning, attending at,and in organising,public meetings,
getting voters to the poll om election day, etc.

After the Electlon the Volunteers increased in strength.
When the Volunteers got properly organised the Sinn Féin
organisation was gradually dispensed with. ) Soa'ne of tﬁe
local leaders of §inn Féin were men who were -interested in
the Sinn Féin Movement as a political venture to get
themselves into the limelight and were not the class to take
the rigks that a good republican should.

We held drill meetings regulasrly once a week.' . We
t00k over a vacant house in Knogkavennon during the years
1918-1919 and used it for drill lecture and social purposes.
The Company was first known as Ballymoyer Company.

Tom Cooney was first Company O/C.. A few of the members of
the Ballymoyer Company came from (lady district. About
1920 a company was organised in Clady district.

John B, O'Hanlon was in charge of the Volunteers in Dorsey
and Cullyhanna districts. About the end of 1919 or early
1920 a Newtowntiamilton Bat talion was formed and O'Hanlon
attended all baltalion meetings. He was probsbly the first
0/C. of this Battalion.

The population of the Newtownhamilton Battslion ares
:Ls.in Parts predominantly Unionist with all the young
Unionistsmembers of the Ulster Volunteers up to the endof 1920

>

and from the end of 1920 members of the "B" Specials.
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The strength of the Ballymoyer Company was at the
gtart sbout 12 members. This increased %o sbout 25 and when
a Compeny was organised in Clady it lost scme Clady members.
Then the mémbez;ship started to bulld up agaln towards the
Truce. We had sections organised in Balleeks and

whitecross.

Some time gbout the spring or early summer of 1920,
a few men from Poyntypass and Lissumuon ceme up 0 us
regularly on bicycles. Those men included Frank and
Eiver Monaghan, James: Ganery, Vincent Govan and another man
named crosaéy. Those men later on formed a company at

Lissummon,

Arms and Egulpment. 2

About tﬁe end of 1920, we had about three service
rifles. We had a number of shotguns and sbout four
revolvers (bulldogs). We had a dump made in the chapel roof.
This dump was accessible by going up on one of the galleriles
and getting a small step-ladder which was used about the
chapei, t0 reach a ventilator in the roof which could be
opened like a trap door, and ensbled us to get on to the
celling where there was auple sp;aee for a large quantity

of munitions,

In addition to the three or four servicegbls revolvers
we had a nuuber of defective wegpons which we got repaired
by a local Unionist. This man was a cripple and was &
genius at adaptation and repairs of springs, strikers, etc.
He was. arrested in 1922 by the Northern Authoritles and
lodged in Belfast Jail. He was released from Belfast when
the police amthorities found that they could not extract;
information gbout I.R.,A. matters and activities from him,
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Gne of our men, Tom Morgaen, manufactured gun-powder.
He got the recipe for its manufacture from an old British
Army Book, which belonged t0 a Captaln Harte 8Synott.
He lzumlased the chemical’.:,in.greé.ients for: his work from a
Unioniatl chemist in Newry named McClure. One of the’
ingredients in the manufacture of the powder was calico.
Morgan found out later that he could @ispense with the
ealico by the substitition of sawdust. Morgan also made
guncotton,

In the General Election of December 1918, eight or
nine men from the Ballymoyer Company volunteered fa-duty
on election day. We were sent to Omeath in Co, Louth and
did duty there during the polling. )

General Rald for Arms,

In the general raid for arms we attempted to raid the
residence of a Unionist family - Hadden's Castle. In this
fémily three or four sons were members of the Ulster
Volunteers and all hed rifles in the place, ﬁlen we
attempted to effect an entrance to the Castle we were fired
on; we returned the fire and the exchange of fire lasted
for same time. We were not f£it to overpower the well-
protected defenders of the Castle and the attempt to raid
the place failed. Another gection of our Company raided
houses in Drumhoney where a number of shotguns were
cgptured from a few Unionist houses. e also had to raid
& number of Nationalist houses where the arms were not
handed up to us woluntarily. One Hibernian who had a fins
double-barrelled shotgun and did not like handing it up to
us, took 1t to the chapel and pushed it up into @
ventilator in the ceiling of the roof of the chapel. This

spot was the entrance to our dump and the next time we
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visited it we féund the gun which we put along with the

other arms selzed.

From the time of the gensral raid for arms the
British Authorities carried out a series of raids on all
likxely places where tﬁe arms mi\ght be dumped. hﬁmy mast
have had some suspicions about the chapel as they came %0
the graveyard and dug up the ground.in meny likely places.
There were only gbout three of us had any knowledge of
where the dump was located. |

Attack on Newtownhamllton Barracks.

The attack on Newtownhamilton Barracks took place in
May 1920. Ror this atteck I got orders to block the roads
at Whitecross. We cut down trees and made several
blockades. I had several of the Company with me in this
work. The remainder of the Company went to other
nelghbouring areas and barricaded other ros;ds. W also cut
all telegraph and telephone wires. Tom Cooney with some of
- the Ballymoyer men went into the town of Newtownhamilton and
was probably on the road leading fraom there t0 Markethill.
Tom Cooney was Company O/C. at this time and I held no rank,

At tack on Camlough Barracks, December 1920,

For this attack nearly every man in the Ballymoyer

' Gompeny was mobilised for road blocking, Same blocked the
roads 1eadiﬁg from Armagh to Camlough. Some blocked ihe
‘roads in Lisnadisn, a locel Unionist aistrict. In this
area the roads leading through were blocked on both sides.
The roads near Qarrickeruppen Chapel lesding from
Bessbrook were blocked and guarded by our men. I and

Mick McPartland were mobilised ta take part in the attack
on the Barracks. I was placed with Johnnie McCoy's sqguad

Q
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on the southern side of the Barracks. We took up positions
behind a 10w stone wall about elght to tén feet from the
wall of the Barracks. _ We opened the attack when we saw a
light on the opposite slde where Erank‘ Alken was attempting
to put a tube or pipe in an upstair barrack window. This
tube was comnected t0 a force pump which was t0 be used to
force a petrol-paraffin mixfure into the Barracks and create
a fire which it was hoped would force the garrison's
surrender.  Before the pipe was inserted through the
Barreck window inflammable material was lapped around the -
pipe and lighted. When this light showed we were to
 commence the attack so as to attract the Barracks'’ defenders’

attention t0 our slde of the building.

A8 soon as we commenced firing the garrison concentrate
a heavy fire on our side and they started to throw out
hand-grenades. Bome of those grenades were burasting quite
close to us. Johnnie McGoy then told us to withdraw to
~ another low wall which also ran parallel to our firat
position and aleo to the side of the Barracks. This secand
poaltion was about ten yaerds further back. From here we |
aoneentrated a heavy fire on the barrack windows, which were
 steel shuttered and sandbagged. Verey lights were put up
by the police which lighted up our position like daylight.
' The police were not able to throw their hand-grenades into
this-position, but they could direct a more effective
rifle fire on our position., Woe reomained in this position
until the algnal was given 0 evecuate our positions and

cease the attack.

I remember when the signsl ~ a few blasts on a
'whiatle ~ was glven, Johnnie ﬁccoy called us to him gnd told
us: that we had to evacuate. He also told us that he found

that the police in the Barracks were concentrating their fire
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on a emall rise or hill on the main rcad about fifty yards
from the Barrackq and that although this point was our

direct line of retreat golng in that direction would be
dangercus., He then led us up the Qarrickeruppen roaﬁ. for a

. short distance, r” Then we got into a large field and got on
t0 the maln road some distance behind the hill towards which
the police were directing thelilr fire and we were quite safe
from fire from the Barracks. We marched with McCoy and

the Mullaghbawn men 0 a small road leading to
Garrickcrupp_en Chapel; when we were near the Chapel and about
8ix hundred yards from the Barracks we heard the Crown Forces
from Newry arriving in Camlough Barracks. #hen we afrived
at Whitecross we found that the military from Armagh Gity
were at the Whitecross R.I,C, Barracks and we engaged in

cut ting their way through filled trees on the road to
Cemlough. It must have taken them at least eight hours to

get through.

Belfast Trade Boycott.

About March or April, 1921, we got orders to put all
Belfast breadcarts off the roads as part of the Belfast
Trade Boycott, We intercepted an Englis - one of the
largest of the bread Companles - breadcarts at Gorlett,
Whitecross, and burned it. From this burning onwards
an armed patrol of a Sergeant and four R,I.C. men were sent
out with each Belfast bread cart in our area. We made
Plans to ambush one of those patrols at a bend in the road
at Synott's Pood. About slax of us lay in position waiting
and when the bread cart appeared we found that an armoured
car was following closely behind it. We did not attack as
with our equipment attacking an armoured car would be futile.
Later on we noticed that the escort on those breadcerts was

increased in strength until gbout ten men accompanied each



8.

cart. At this time nearl}r all bresadcarts were horse-drawn,
and the police escorting them being regular R, I,C., wore

police uniform and travelled on bicycles.

Burning of wWhitecross Bvacuated R.I,C. Barracks,

In the spring of 1921, Vhitecroes R, I,(C. Barracks was
‘evacuated by the R, I.C. The sergeant's wife remained on
after the evacuation. We went t0 the Barracks %0 burn it
after the police had evﬁcuated. We found the sergeant's
wife, a Mra, Tighe, in possession of a portion of the
Barracks. Mra. Tighe asked us as a favour t¢ save her
furniture and other belonglngs. ghe showed us a watch she
got from her brother in the South of Irelsnd who was the.n:
gserving as. an officer in the I,R.A, This watch had a
tricolour painted on its: dial. We were careful to only
destroy the portions of the Barracks then unoccupieds |

and we did not interfere with Mrs., Tighe's spartments.

There was a mesting-house at Glenanne which was used
by “B" men. (A meeting-house, by the way, is a building
used by some of the non-catholic sects for religious and
gocial purposes). The caretaker of this meeting-house told
us that there were arms stored in the place. We went there
at night, cut the lock from the door to get ln and found
four .45 Webley revolvers and about 150 rounds of .45

gmmmition.

Plaster Fight, 17th April, 15921,

On Saturday, 16th April, 1921, I was mobllised and
ordered to travel that night to the wicinity of Faughart in
Co. Louth, %0 take part in an anbush on British troops the
next morning, Tom Cooney and I cyeled to licGoy's,
Tullymacrieve near Millaghbawn, and left our cycles there,
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I can't now remember who was waiting for us there but we
were teken t0 the house of John Grant about three-quarters
of g mile from McCoy's where we met, - Jchnny McCoy,

Frank Aiken, Jack McGann end many others. Later on that
night we all travelled to Faughart and arrived there before

daylight.

The operation plammed at Faughart was an sattack on a
lerge leland lorry of military which left the Military
Barracks, Dundalk, each morning with a relief party of
military for the guard on a house at Plaster near Faughart,
belonging t0 a man named Barrett. The guard on thls house
was approximately 30 strong and the relief party came out

each morning at 8 a.,m. and always used the same road.

The position chosen for the ambush was close to
Faughert School, on the slde of a slight hill facing Dundslk,
and about two miles from that town. Barrett's house at .
Plaster was on the reverse slope of this hill sbout a
half mile from the gmbush position,

The first activity that morning waes the inspection of
the position £or the ambush and the selection of the best
site. Next the house of John Mcalllster near the site
selected for the ambush was taken over and when those
who lived in_the immediate vicinity of the ambush position
got out of thelr beds and started to move about, they were
taken to McAllister's house where fhey wore detalned for
their own safety.

A lénd mine was inserted in the road at the anbush
position and I should say that about forty of the men
mobillsed at Faughart took up positions near the road sides
convenlent to the land mine. Many of those who were
detailed for the ambush position were fram the town of
Dundalk and this was for them their first large acale
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operation, Frank Alken and Johnny McCoy were in charge of
all the men in this position, I was directed with about
seven others to take up positions on a side road leading
from the road connecting the ambush position with Barrett's
housge. This side road led, I think, to PFaughart graveyard.
My position was at an iron gate with stone pillars leading
into a field a short distance up the side road. I would
say that I was about 400 yards from Barrett's house and our
orders were to prevent the soldiers at Barrétt's house from
coming to gssist their comrades when the ambush commenced.

A man came out of a farmyard on the Faughart road near us
with a horse and cart and a few of our men went down to stop
this man travelling in the direction of Barrett's. The man
was étopped on the road snd campelled to turn back. A4s far
as: I can remember it was this incident which attracted the
attention of some of the military at Barrett's house and

alerted them to the presence of armed men in their wicinity.

Some of the soldiers in Barrett's then opened fire in
cur direction anﬁ we replied to this fire. . ; A number of
soldiers got out from the buildings at Barrett's and took up
positions behind trees in a small plantation surrounding
the house and théy kept up a heavy fire in our direction.
About half an hour after this firing started two lorry loads
of what I believe to0 have heen Tans or. Auxiliaries came
past the end of the road near our position and about 100
yards:. from where we were replying to the soldiers' fire.

When the garrison at Barrett's saw the two lorries coming
down the road towards them they started cheering and we then
concentrated ouwr fire on the first lorry nearest to Barrett's.
Qur efforts were directed at the driver of the lorry., Our
fire must heve disabled the driver as this lorry crashed into
a road fence, The second lorry must have been close to the

front one as it ren into the back of the crashed lorry.
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I don't know if the men in those lorries opened fire on us
or not as the position in which the lorries crashed was a
bit sunken with high ditches; we could not see the men

clearly after they crashed.

We evacuated our pdsition then as seven men - our
strength in this place ~ would not be able to deal with at
least thirty Tans or Auxiliaries who were close t0o our
position. We retreated towards Faughart graveyard so0 as
to get a vwiew of the country towards Dundalk, ‘#hilst
near the greveyard a young Dtmdalk.maxi came £0 us and' sald
that the ambush was called off asnd the position at the
school was evgecuateds I think this man was sent up to

inform us of the position.

We then started for haome, We reached a ;L:I.ttle whilnney
mountain and an aeroplane came flying in our direction from
the direction of Dundalk. It flew over us at a very low
altitude and a short time later it flew over us again
returning tov}arda Dundal k. From this little mountaln we
went towards Dromintee Chapel and some place on the way
there we handed over owr rifles to Thomas MeGill. When we
got near the Chapel the congregation from early Mass were
getting out and we met some of them travelling to their
homes southwards. We got in with those travelling
northwards, We heard later that the part of the
congregation who travelled south were held up, searched and
questioned by Crown Forces. Thia delayed those Forces
who mist have been guite close t0 us when they met the

- people coming from Mass.

We travelled along the western eide of Slieve-
~@Gullion mountain from Dromintee and we were festing elong
the main Forkhill-Markethill road in the townland of
'I.ongfield'when a lorry load of Tans from Dundalk direction
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passed near where we were sitting. After this we proceeded
to MecCoy's, got our bikes. Vihen in micCOy'a a Lorry of

Tans passed on the Newry-Crossmaglen rogd, We then
_proceeded towards éhitecross and when on Tate Hill we sat
down for a rest and saw what we helleved %o be the seme
lorry - as passed us at Longfield - stopped at.-
Carricknagavna School gbout 800 yards distant.

Near Belleeks we met a few locals and inguired from
them if they saw any policé or military lorries in Ralleeks,
andithey:sald;"No!. ' After'we passed through Balleeks a iorry
passed on the Newtownhamilton-Newry road.

When we arrived at Qutlacken we called at O'Hare's
house and got a wash and a clean up. Tom Cooney remained
there and I went on %o ‘mitécross. When I came Lo the
Plunkett Hall it was opened. I went into a room gt the baék
and I dumped my revolver and ammunition in a stove in the
room. I then came out on the village street to find that
the seme lorry as passed us at Iongfield - and that was
probably seen at the other places mentioned - sitting on
the street, full of Tane. I crossed the road into g field
where sane boys were playing football., I had a few kKicks
at the ball and then crossed the field on the opposite side
and went home, I was lucky I went s0 gsoon as the Tans '
came into the field and held up and searched all the men
and boys in it. This lorry later travalle_d up the
Tullyawe road and the Tans searched all the houses; on the
right-hand side of the road, including some Unionist |

places,
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Ralid on Poyntzpass Rallway Station.

Wie went 10 Poyntzpass one night in order {0 cagpture

. picks and shovels for use in trenching rcads and knocking
walla and bridges, etc. The night we called at the station
a Catholic wes on duty in the signal box. We obtained the
equipment. Latel; a. Unionist worker stated that we knew the
night to come when he was absent. When wo were raiding for
“the tools we found that Belfast goods were passing through
the station in large quantities so we later made plans t0
again carry out a raid on the station and destroy the
Belfast goods found there and t0 4o 1t on a night the
.bOast‘ful Unionist was on duty at' the station.

S0 we went to the station on a nightf and held up the
Unionist signal man end locked him into a closed cattle
wagon. We cut all telegraph and telephone wires and we
opened thé gates 80 that all trains could pass through during
the raid. We searched éll the carriages on the sidings.

We burned all stuff of Belfast origin found in wagona ’
mcluding boots;, e¢lothes and hampers of bread, etc. We also
commandeered scme tools which we required from the railway
stores, On our journey back from Poyntzpass on the
Markethill line we raided a number of railway workers' huts
for tools. In one hut we got a shotgun and about hélr a
dozen picks and shovels and about six red signal lamps.

After the burning of the goods at Poyntzpass Station
the local "B" men started t0 patrol the town and its
vicinity. R In order to ambush this patrol we mobilised
about six $o0 eight of the Ballymoyer Company and went to
Eéyntzpass. We were jolned tl_lere by about six men from
Poyntzpass and Lissummon Company. We searched for the "B
men and saw them at a distance. They must have.got to know

of our presence as they cleared off and we got no further
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trace of them. We searched all the local roads and we
questioned people we mét. One man we held up and questioned
thought we were "B"™ men and he went t0 some length to
explain that he was out getting a dr¢nchfor a sick horse.

. We could not obtain any further trace of the "B"™ patrol that
night. We heard later that for some time after our visit

to Poyntzpass the '"B" men céased patrolling.

From the attack on Camlough Barracks we were all
sleeping away from home at night. A lot of raids by Crown
Forces on republicans' houses were carried out. Our house
was ralded nearly every night. Those ralds became B0
- frequent that my father to0ld the police during one of the
raids, that he would leave the door of our house open at
night so that he would not have to get out of bed to let
them in.

I think it was sbout Februery, 1921, that I was
appointed Captain of Ballymoyer Company, Tom Cooney, our
former Csaptain, was promotgéd. Battalion Q/C. Some time befor.
the Truce I was appointed Battalion Vice 0/C. At the end of
this narrative I give a list of Battalion and Company
officers as: existed on 11th July, 1921,

Truce Period, .

ﬁhen the Truce was declared on the 1ith July, 1921,
all ralding for ‘1ocal I.R. As men stopped, and we were all
able t0 come home and live undisturbed there, The "B" men
p'atrols were immediately discontinued. The Divisional Staff
immediately initiated a training programme. On all sildes
it was reallsed that the training of the I,R.A. was an
urgent necessity. A Divisional Camp was started at Killeavey,
near Newry. I attended a course of training at this camp

for gbout a week. Later on we started a camp at Ballymoyer.
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All those camps were carried out quite openly and the
British Authoriltles did not interfere with us in any way.
All the Companies in our Batitalion got an intensive course
of training as far as the training of our officers equipped

us to do auch- work,

We got same recrults in during the Truce. We did not
adnit sll1 w_ho wanted to0 join up as all new menmbers were

carefully vetted before admission,

During the Truce we had an unfortunate tralning
accldent where a young I.R,A, man named Watters, was
accldentally shot during target practice.

Our next activities were making safe Qumps for arms.
One safe dump, at least, was prepared in each Company area.
Those dumps were made in dry locations and where arms and
other vgarl:Lke material could be always readily and quickly
got at in an urgent necessity without arousing suspicion.
A8 gn exgmple, one rather ingenious dump was made in a flax
mill where a large plank was hollowed out on one side and
in the cavity rifles, revolvers and gumnition could be
Placed, A board was nalled against the face of the plank
covering the cavity in such a manner as to give the
appearance of belng part of the plank. By taking out one
nail the plank could be dropped down on a hinge arrangement,
During the time the mill was working a man scotching flax
was leaning against this dump and never realised that he
was within inches of lethal equipment. Those dumps were
made to accommodate a much greater quantity of stuff than

we had avallable when we first constructed them.

Republican Gourts.

Republican Courts were in theory set up. Our district

was 80 predominagntly Unionist that it was not feasible to set
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up a properly constituted republican court, with duly
appolnted Justices, etc. A problem existed in how to deal
with the illicit manufacture of intoxicating liguor (potteen).
The I,R.A., took this matter In hands and the culprits were
arrested and taken before a military court who impos_eq fines

and saw that the fines were paid.

In the matter of disputes betw:aen neighbours, which in
normal times would be the cause of g law suit, the consent
of the 'part iea involved was obtained to have their
differences decided by arbitration. A few arbitrators were
then appointed and the decisions when aerrived at in such

cases were seldoam questioned.

Military Classes: during Truce.

During the Truce c¢lasses were held in what we called
special services, Dr. Frank McDermott attended a
Battalion class and gave a series of first-aid lectures to
two men from egch Company and selected members of the
Cumann na mBane. Biver Monaghan, Divislional Engineer, aalled
to cur Battaelion and gave a number of lectures on military
engineering, We had an Intelligqnce organisation in
existence 1n the Battalion area hut we never seemed to get
muich worth while information, %he "B" men (Specials) were
supposed t0 have a well organised Intelligence organisation,
but as far as we could observe their information about our
(I.R.A. ) activities was as scanty as ours was about their
activities. The only explanation for this derth of
information was that both parties worked so carefully that

nothing of any consequences got out.
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Restarting of Militery Activiiy in early 1922,

’

About the apring of 1922 the Norithern Gowernmeni and

the British Army Amthorities in the Norih commenced to put
motor lorry patrols of both police and military on the road
both by day and night. The "B" Specisls restarted to
patrol. the roads at night and t0 hold up and Question people
they met whilst on patrol, During the winter of 1921-1922
we held concerts and entertainments in local halls to
provide funds for both Sinn Féin and I,R.A. purposes.

One night that an entertsinment was being held in a local
hall, a Volunteer named Jsmes McKeown had a despatech faor me,
He came to the hall to get in touch with me and was looking
into a window of the hall to see if I was there. Two motor
lorries of Specials drove up and when he saw the Specials
he started to run in order to save the despatch he was
carrying from cgpture. The Specigls called on him to halt
which he ignored, and fire was then opened on him with

shot guns, He got ahout 42 pellets of shot in his back.

He continued 0 run and got away but was later conveyed to
Newry Hospltal, The Specials, after shootlng kicKeown,
raided. the hall and abused the people in the hall. They
put the girls outside of the hell and then attempted o
force the men and boys remaining in the hall to0 get down on
_the:lr knees. and curse the Pope. They beat the people with
their guns in a vain at tempt to terrorise and force

compliance with their orders,

About this time the Flunkett Hall in Whitecross and
all the local halls which were being used by the I.R.A, and
other republican organisations for recreational purposes: or
the rglsing of funds, were burned down - all-o)n the sanme
night, Those burnings were carried orut; by uniformed

Speclial Constabulary in a sly and secretive manner which was
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adopted to0 leave the origin of the burnings a matter of
same doubt and t0 leave no proof as to who the real

~ incendiaries were. Halls were burned on the same night at
Maul laghbawn and Lislea and many other places.,

about April 1922, the Speclal Constabulary were formed
into what they called Flatoons. T™ose platoons were
orga:pised, drilled and armed as socldiers, and were mostly
compoeed of ex-service men., They took over Synott's
Castle near @$hitecross, and put the Castle and its grounds
into a position of considerable military strengtﬁ.
Between 80 t0 100 men went into Synott's Castle as a
garrison and at once became very active. One of their
Tirst activities was the raiding of 'the local hall I have

described above.

Dportation of Arms, Ammunition, etc,

Also gbout April 1922, a lorry load of rifles,
revolvers, emmnition, explosives and other war msterisl
| wae sent to our area from the Military Barracks, Dundalk.
Thias lorry first called at Cooney's, Ballymoyer, where a
considersble guantity of the stuff was disloaded. It then
went to the house of Mrs., Mary McLogan, Cladybeg, where the
remainder of our allocation of war material was disloaded.
Owing to some unfortunate slacknees in dealing with the
stuff at Mrs. McLogan's, the Specisls in the Castle got
"wind" of the affair. Mrs., McLogaen's was railded by platoon
men, the stuff captured and Mra. MclLogen errested.
Mrs. McLogan refused to0 give the police authorities any
:l.nforrﬁai;ion a8 to who handled the stuff at her place or, any
other information about the matter, She was brought up for

trial and secured a sentence of years penal servitude,

The nlght that the arms and equipment were captured
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in Mrs. Mclogan's, the platoon men held up Mick Brady, our
Bat talion Quartermaster, and searched him. He was. taken
prisoner to the Castle. Later at his trisl before a
Resident Magistrate he was offered ball which he.accepied.
Eis reason for accepting bail was lthat he was the only man
that could lay his hands on gll the Biattalio:;'a arme and
munitions. This man later on joined the National Army,

The stuff in Cooney's was never captured. The stuff
captured in Mclogan's would not have been cgptured only some
of the local Volunteers started to remove it by horse and
cart on a Sunday. This act in a Sabbath observing district

attracted at tention which "gave the game away".

- -

From the time the platoon to_ok over the Castle it was
practically impossible for an I,R.A. man to0 remain at large
in our area. About four "“B" Spéeials were put to guard each
cross-road in the district in relays, night and day. and
Speclels were raiding the houses of known I.R.A. men

constantly.

on Saturday,r 29th April, 1922, Newtovnhanilton fair
day, Terry Toner, ‘Mlck Carragher and Mick McRennett were
arrested in the early morning at the fair by Special
gonstgbulary. On the same morning I and a number of my
Bat tallon men were in a district near Mulladuff Qrange Hall
on the armagh/Monaghan border, when we saw ‘a man passing near
ug with a basket of eggs. We asked him for a few eggs and
he refused us in a moat offensive manner, We then {00k the
be;sket and the eggs from him, He cleared off and proceeded
straight into Newtomhumilton ernd as we knew later reported
the selzure of his eggs to the Specials. After having a
feed on the eggs we proceeded to the local OGrange Hall -
Muolladuff - and broke in the door, In the hall we found a

number of wooden rifles which were apparently in use for
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drill pﬁrpoaes. We broke them up., ®e also found a large
benner in the hgll, with King Willian on one side of it,

" which we decided to take with us as a souvenir., At this
stage a men passed on a bicycle. I think the man's name was:
Blackstaff. We called on him to0 halt end he gccelerated and
we opensd £ireon him and brought him off the bicycle wounded.
We took the banner wii;h us and the wounded man's bicycle, and
we went t0 a position close to the Monaghan County border,
emi near the bank of a small river. One of our men noticed

a policeman's cap on a head behind a ditch a few hundred

yards from our position. We immediately moved to the top

high hill (Lockart 's) to improve our position in the event of _
being attacked. Whoever was in charge of the Specials,

whose strength later appeared to be about 20 men - extended
one half of them in our direction whilst the other half
remained in a bunch, I sew a man popping up: occasionally

%o fire at us and I took careful aim at the place and opened
fire when he next appesred end I think he was put oud of
action. I gave some of our men instructions t6_0pen‘ fire

on the men who remained in the bunch, and I think some of

them got hit although the distance between us must have been
then four hundred yards.

About this time g girl came along a path in our
direction exposed to all the Specials' fire. I called on her
to take cover. She ignored me andr I pushed her across a
diteh where she would have same protection from fire. I then
tried %0 get across the ditch myself when the stones of the
ditch fell on me and I got pressed down and could not release

myself until Harry Carragher came 0 my assistance.

This firing between us and the Specials weni on for
three Or four homrs. At the start of the firing we had only
eight men who were on the raid on the Orange Hall, but after
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the firisng started ten other of our men who were convenient
to our positions came to our assistance. The firing ceased
when darkness came and at this time sereral larry loads of

reinforcement for the Specisals came on the scene..

Same time after the first excitement of the shooting
had péased the firing became or developed into a somewhat
unusual type of warfare., The Specials started to shoot
cattle grazing in fields in the Co. Monaghan side of the
gounty border., When we saw this we replied by shooting
cattle on the Co, Armagh side. #e shot at least one cow,
one horse and one pig, The farmer who owned the cattle
killed on the Monaghan side went into Gastl'eblayney and |
complained to the military there about what happened to his

atock,

Dur ing darkness most of our men remained in their
positions and when daylight came the shooting started again
from the windows of Blackstaff's house, (Blackstaff was the
man who refused to halt the previous day and was wounded by
our rifle fire). We replied to this shooting concentrating
on the windows and the slated roof of the dwelling house,
aAnother Uniohist houss act!ially sltuated in Co. Monaghan,
belonging t0 a man named Clarke, at which there was a
scutch mill, was also ococupled by Specials who opensd fire
on our positions. We treated this house in a similar msnner
to B‘lackstaﬁ'"s. All the windows and the roofs of both

houses facing our posit ions were much damaged dy our fire.

When the time for 10 a,m. Msss at Oram Chapel came,
most of uslevmuated_our positioné and we went as we ‘were,
with all the marks and dirt of nearly 24 hours,fighting, on
our persons, to Mass, We naturally had to carry our guns
and egquipment with us., The priest who celebrated Mass took

a rather poor view of our attendance at Masa.
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We returned to our positions after Mass was over to
find that the firing had died down to an odd shot now and
again, It appeared that the Specials who had used the
houses for firing from were refused by the owners to allow
their further use when our rifle fire did such greét damage
to the roofs. The Specials then moved to Mull aduff School
House where three lorries were stopped on the road. The
school was ai}out_440' irards from whe;re our original position

was. When we Observed the lorries halted and then moving
at the schoclhouse we moved in closer to them to & posision
where we could ambush them.more effectively. _ We had two
Thompson sub machine guns and about eighteen service rifles.
When we moved into ouwr new position we were wf!.thin 200. yards:
from the school, The Specials got out of their lorries ang
colléc£ed into a bunch on the road and an officer apparently
ata:ﬁed t0 detall them to their different duties, We’
opened fire on them with all we had and any of them who did
not fall scempered for cover and safety. We heard the next
day that 22 of the Specials were kXilled. We got this
information from a local catholic butcher who was near the -

school when the shooting took place.

About the time this operati-cm took plaece we billeted
ourselves in an unocc.;upied houae. which had no windows.
I think we only used the plaée for a few nights, The house
previously had been the residence of the local protestant
clerm and was on the Co, Monaghsn side of the border,
We had to leave this housée as the building had the name of
being haunted. Some of our boys claimed to have Been a man
Who refused to halt when challenged and moved sbout at night
in the grounds without making the least noise. '

About this time g connnandar;t Peter Woods who was in
charge of the National Army troops in Castleblayney came to
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our billets and told some of our men thst we would have to
clear out of Co, Monaghan as we were only cauéi’ng trouble
there, This occasioned an &Igry scene from which Woods was
lucky to get away unharmed. We remalned on where we were
for a few further days. 80 a8 not to give the impression that
we were belng forced away. During thls time we raided

' Fane Valley Cresmery which was controlled and manned by
Unionists and members of the "B" gpecials. We belleved that
arms and military equipment might be stored in the .Creamery
buildings, #e ransacked the whole buildings and the only
thing we found belonging to the Speclals was a "B" man's

tunic,

Bridge ~ a - Crin Canmp.

When we evacuated Co. Monaghan we moved t0 a place
named Bridge-a—Crin neasr Killcurry, Co, Louth, when we todk
over a vacant farmhouse as billets. This place was, during
the time of our occupation, known as Bridge~a-Crin Camp.

We set up Battalion Headgquarters: here. During the time we
were in Bridge-a~Crin I was told about a cer which could be
got far {:he teking of it away. We went off to the Place
where the car was on the Armagh-~Monsghan border and found

the car minus one front wheel, This fact compelled us to

A

-

return without the car.

There was little dolng in Bridge—-a-Crin Camp. About
a dozen of us left the Camp and travelled home to -
Ballymoyer fully armed. We ralided the house of
Hugh P‘atters;m_, Lurgena, and the house of a family named
Hamilton at Qutlacken. Both those housea belongsd to
"B" men., At Patterson's house Patterson escaped before we
got the house properly surrounded. When we saw that he

not
hed escaped we did/raid the house as it was very closse to
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the Castle wall, the Flatoon Headguarters. We next weni
t0 Hamilton's, surrounded it and threw in a few hand~-
grenades. Celip Hamilton was mortally wounded: Several.

“B" men were asleep in Hamilton's when we attacked the house,

_ Pwo Of our men got injured 1In this attack.

Mick MoGee got a blaest of mortar in his eyes due to the
explosion of g hand-grenade inside v}hich caused total
blindness: for the time being., Prank Monaghan fell on a
broken bottle outside the wall -of the house, ripping his
kneee and causing a serious and disabling wound, We had

. %0 carry our two casualties as quickly as posaible from the
danger zone, In fact we had to carry them to our base in

Bridge-a=-Crin, a distance of at lesst ten miles,

Civil war Period.

When Dan Hogan came into Dundalk on the night of the
15/16th July, 1922, and took poéseéaion of all the military
and police posts in town we were in Bridge~a-Crin Camp. |
The supplies of food which we had been previouaﬂ.i.r drawing
from tradesmen in Dundalk.' on the order of the 4th Northern
Division Qusrtermasster were cut off, when the National Army
under: Dan Hogan took control of the town. We were then
obliged to procure food as and where we could get it.

The strength of the garrison in the Cgmp before the National
Army t00k over was between 40 to 50 men. After the arrival
of the National Army we were reduced to from 14 to 15,

After we took over the Camp we captured a motor lorry
belonging to Hoggs: of Newry. We had been using this lorry
for all our transport activities in cénnec:tion with running
the Camp. 8hortly after the Staters arrived they seized the

lorry and returned it to the owner.
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ttack on Dundalk Jall.

On the 26th July, 1922, I got orders to mobilise
for an attack on Dundalk Jail where a large number of p
prisoners were held, including Frank Aiken, our Divisional
0/C. and. many of our Divielonal and Brigade officers who
were captured in the Military Barracks on the 16th July.
I proceeded to Castletown Mount as: per insiructions for
mol?n'iaation and there I met Johnny McCoy who was then in
charge of the active men in the Division. From Castletown
Mount I proceeded with about forty other men under the
command of Johnny McGoy %o the vicinity of the jail,
arriving there about 7 a,m, I was detalled in this
operation to go to the passenger station Great Northern
Rallway to look after the station staff to cut telegraph
wires: and dismantle telephones;, which I did. One of my -
Battalion Officers, Frank Monaghan in charge of s number of
our Battallon men, took up position at Castletown roaed on
the northern end of the town to0 cover the retreat of the
escaped prisomers from the jail travelling northwards.
During our stay at the station premises. we encountered a
militery guard on whom we opened fire and they immediately
dec amped. Our instructions were that we were to remain on
the station premises until we heard the explosion at the
Jjail wall. The explosion, when 1t occurred, blew a hole
in the Jjail wall about four feet square, through which g
stream of prisoners immedlately poured out. Wihen we heard
the explosion we hurried from the station, and when we
arrived on the main road we found ourselves amongst a crowd
of prisoners rushing from the jail. I made for Castletown
direction but I got cut off by State troops and could not
proceeds. I had two of my men, James: Convery and James Toner
of ghitecross, with me. I openmed fire on some enemy troops

which I saw on a hill to our rear. w@hen I looked around
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later I found that Convery and Toner had gone and that

I was cut off by other enemy troops covering the approaches
to the Castletown road. I lay down in some whins to see if
the soldiers would clear wway. Frenk Alken and

Johnnie Grant ceme back t0 get me, They got mé across the
road without much trouble and I eventually got as far as

Dungooley without further incident.

- At tack and Capture of Dundslk Town, -

On Sunday evening, the 13th August, 1922, I was
mobilised for Dundalk Race Course for t0 take paiﬂ". in an
attack on the town of Dundelk, then held by about 400
troops of the Nstional Army. About 12 o'é:lock, midnight,
I got orders to move in with about ten others, with
Barney O'Hanlon in charge. We crossed the metal bridge on
the London and Midland Railway line and proceeded to Qua&
Street Railway Station, there to wait until the Engineers
had mined the main gate when we would rush and overpower
the soldiers; In the guardroom inside the main gate. Qur
signal for rushing the guardroom waé the e;c;;ldsion of the
mine at the main gate. The mine ét. the back gate exploded
but the mine at the main gate falled. When we heard the
explosion at the back gate we rushed up elong the side of
the barrack wall towards the main gate, and as the gate
was ¢losed we lay down along the wall near the gate
awaiting the mine to go off. Whilst in this position a
Lancia car came around the corner, and passed along the
street beside us, but apperently never saw us. ‘'This car
proceeded towards the fair green. We tried the gate again
but found it still closed and locked. mleh we realised
that the mine at the front gate was 8till a failure we
retreated back to our orig;;.nal position at Quay Street.

At this time the bulldings inside the Barracks were being
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blown up: by our men. -@#e had to take cover under railway
' trucks at Quay Street Station as: chumps of stone slates,

. gutter pipes, etec., were falling thickly around us from the
~ explosions inside. We had £0 wait here until the front
gate was later demolished by the placing of second mine hy
the Engineers on the top of the defective one. The
Engineer theﬁ walted to get one of the armoured cars which
was: patrolling the town, going in or going out of the main
gate and then t0 blow his mine, He 4id so when a Lancia
.car was. passing through the gate. This exzplosion, which
was. double the gquantity of explosives deemsd neceasary for
the job, completely wrecked the armoured car and it k:l.iled
Brigaedier Patrick McKenna, one of our own officers who had

captured the car up the town a shart time previously.

At this stege the Barracks was practlally captured,
. and oui main work was looking after the mecurity of our

prisoners and all wounded men,

For the next day o two we were fully engaged in
getting all the arms and war material in the Military
Barracks. transported into the Cooley area for dumping,
There must have been about five tons of arms and smmunition
put on %0 a large lorry to my knowledge and transferred
into Coocley area. The prisoners we took at the cgpturs of

Dandalk were all put into Dundalk prison,

About the 17th Angust the Nationgl troope from Dublin,
Drogheda, Co. Meath, Gavan and Monaghan started to converge
on the town of Dundalk from different directions. Hhen
those forces got near Dundalk we evacuated the town and
district., I went with a few others into South Louth -
district and we remailned there for some time, Later we went
to Omeath and apent some time there. In or about: October

1922, we got orders 0 move into (CoO. Cavan. - Before going
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there we declded 40 spend a few days at home in South
Armagh.

I went to my home and the Specilsals raided the house
shortly after I arrived end early in the morning. I was:
. taken to the Platoon Headquarters at Symnott's Castle and
I was: kept there for about ten days. I was then removed
- t0 Belfast Prison and I was kept there for sbout three
" monthe. I was then trasnsferred to Larne Workhouse where
I remained until the hunger strike., I was then removed
back to Belfast Prison for gbout six months., I was

_eventually released on the 8th December, 1924,
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Battalion §taff as existed on

11th July, 1921,

0/C. .o Thomas Cooney
Vice 0/C. - Edward Boyle
Adjutant .o Charles Cooney

Quartermaster ., Michael Brady

Company Officers:

Ballymoyer: 54 men ip. J. Kearney
Jamnes Callaghan
(Newtownhamilton Section)
(Peter Hughea (Balleeke
Section)

Sections from Newiownhamilton gugag and
Balleeks were attached to Ballymoyer Company up %o
iith July, 1921.

cullyhanna: 38 men 2Bernard Murphy
James; Quinn

Clady: (John Toner

Poyntzpass: 20 men (John Toner
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