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STATEMENT BY COMMANDANT HUGH ORIBEEN,

The Laurels, Kildere, Co. Kildare.

I was born in Bumrien gshout three and a half miles

from Newry and gbout two miles from Mayobridge ,: Co. Down.

Our fii'st effért in support of extreme
republicanism was to start a Sinn Péin Club in Corrags
about the year 1917 or early 1918. I rememberi going
around from house to house collecting funds for Sinn Féin
and meeting unfavourseble receptions in many pla"ces where
I called. The United Irish league was very strong in
the neigh'bouring district of Burren, and on the other side
of Corrags we had a strong branch of the Ancien?; Order of
Hibernians at Grinan. In the Newry and Warrenﬁoint sides
of Corrags there were big Orange populations in:which most
of the young men were members of the Ulster Voll;mteers
and in 1920 became members of the Special Constzl?.bulary.

I remernber that we of the Corrags Sinn Féiﬁ Club went %o

Mayobridge and organised a Sinn F8in Club there.,

As soon as we had set up the 8inn Féin Org:anisation
we started 0 organige the Volunteers, Eddie Rjan, who
camé to our district fram England, was first Con;lpany 0. C.

I think I was appointed 0.C. of the Corrags Company after
Ryan resigned his captaincy or left the aistrictf. '
Peter Bérry end Paddy Hughes were Company Officers.

fle recruited about twenty-five men when the Gomp!any was
formed. In the initial stages we held our Company parades:
on Sundsys. At parade meetirigs we had ¢lose order drill
and as we had very little arms we did our drills at the
start with staves to take the place of rifles, imediately
after the formation of the Company we started to acquire

arms and procured shotguns which in most cases: bélonged to
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our fathers or near relations. Those we used for drill
purposes. | E

When the; Newry Battalion was formed gbout 1918
I usually travelled to a Iittle hail in River stf-eet; Newry,
where Battallon meetings were held. I had an eiementary
knowledge of morse code signglling and I remerber I was: asked
to @ive lectures on signalling to the Battalion, which I did.
I think I was the first Battalion Signalling Officer in the
Newry Battalion if such a specific rank then existed. I was
certainly eppointed by the Battalion 0.C. to give signalling

instructions. . T

I can't now remenber who was the Battalion O.C. when the
Battallion was first formed or the first Ba.t talion Officer.
There were Bill Grant, PAld O'Rourke, Jeff O'Hare and possibly
Pom Tate. Grent was, I am glmost sure, Battalion Q,C. from
the start up to some time.in 1920. P&id O'Rourke may have been
0. C. at some time and Jeff (J.F.) O'Hare was a Bat talion
Adjutant befare he was wounded and captured by Crown Farces
in the fight at the Bgyptian Arch in December 192{5. I was
appOinted: Battalion Vice 0.C, some time in 19520, I can't
now remember. what time in that yeer. During p;artl‘_ of the time
I was Vice 0.C. of the Battalion, Bill Grant was Battalion O, C.

The first operation of a military kind we were as—ked. to
carry out was the raid for arms on Ballyedmond Castle in the
year 1919, I and & few others from the Corrags Company
cycled gbout elight miles to Ballyedmond on the Saturday night
the rald took place. Near the Castle we met Paddy Rankin,
Paddy, at this time may have been Battallion O.C, If the Newry
Brigede was formed then he was Brigede 0,C. My job during
the raid was to accompany Paddy Raenkin to a' gate lodge at the
Castle gateway and prevent the occupants of the lodge getting

out to raise an ‘8l arm. I remained in this position until the
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raid was over. lio person made any attempt to leave the gate
lnge. What I call the gafe lodge may not havg been in fact
the gate lodge. TWe arrived there at night andias fﬁr as

I can now remenber it was a cottage on the 0ppoe;ite slde of the
road from the Castle gateway. fhen the raid w@s called off
gbout 1.30 a.ms we all went home. This raid for all
practical purposes proved abortive as: very 1itt1§ arms were’

procured and a large quantity was expected.

During the year 1919 and possidbly during tPe early
months of 1920, I travelled a lot in thé South cbunty Down -
area, organising new Companies and gilving 1ectur§s to
establiéhqd Ccompanles. I visited such piaces as: Killowen,
Mayobridge, Clen,Attacol, etc.: It was part of the work of
the Newry Battalion officers o go in rotation on visits to
Companies when established and to help the local ‘officers |
with instructions in drill snd in matters of organisation.

'I was not "on the run" during this time and I had to carry on
my usual work the next day after paying a visit éo a Company
the previous night. Some of the places I visited were a
considerable distance from my home and I found my programne

of work rather sitrenuous at times,

Following instruction received from Brigade Headquarters
we arranged t0 carry out raids for grms in and arbund our
district. We raided the district of Aughavilla ﬁhich is
near Rostrevor; Narrow Water -~ a Unionist district
containing'many Ulster Volunteers, and a place named Commons
outside Newry, also Unionist. We carried out a réid on a

land/
Flax Seed Mill in the town/0f Derrylecka near Mayobridge,

. gmmunition X
and we got & quantity of shotguﬁ%_ abouit é&xty rounds of
ammunition)and a telescobe. I placed Peter Barry on the
road for this raid and whilst I was engaged on the raid

inside I heard a shot outside, and on enguirimn:g what had

i
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happened, I was informed that Peter had halted a man coming
up the road. TWren he searched the man he founld a bulldog
revolver in his pocket, fully loaded. He made a prisoner of
the man end placed one or two Volunteers on gua:l:::'d. over him
to prevent. the spread of the glarm that we wereiraiding.
After a time the prisoner escaped from the roasd into the
flelds. #hen he was running away a shot was firecL

During this raid we all wore masks over our faces.

A Miss Fiizpatrick, a Catholle who was employed in this
Unionist house, recognised some of us but she never gave us

away.

The first attempt t0 raid Narrowwater areé for grms
weas made by local men with Bill Granﬁ - our IBattialion C.Cd -
in éharge. ‘e first house' visited was a Mr. Tcm Marsh's,
a Unionist and é quiet unassuming and popular man in the
district. Mr, Marsh offered some resistance to the
valunteers attempting to force an extrance to hi"s house, and
I heard that Bill Grant who was leﬁding'in the effort to
cbtain admission covered Mr. Mersh with his revolver end in
the excitement of the moment he pressed the trigger but
fortunately the round did not go off, This: incident gave
Bill Grant such a shock that he called off all the .remaining
raids for that night. Then this particular raid was taking
place I was with aenother raiding party ét the Commons near
Newry. It was the policy in those raids for men t0 reid in

a district where they were not likely to be knowﬁ.

The calling off of the raids in the Narrow ‘f@‘ater area
‘after the ineident in Marsh's house made it more dangerous
and difficult to carry out further raids there) on a
subsequent dat_e) as the Unionist{ population had been alerted
tb the possibillty of further attempts to raid their houses.

When I heard of the incident at Marsh's Ideclded:$0 recad d..
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the area at once before the arms or smmunition of the
Unionist ht;uaes could be collected for safe cusf;ody by the
Re I.C. Accordingly I brought the Corrags COmpémr into the
area within a week's time, The first house weivisited we
were refused admission. This house belonged o
_ John Nugent, a Unionist. Notwithstanding the threat to
use explosives he prefused _to open the door. I fadmired the
man's courage. One of my men on that rald was a man named
Michael O'Hare who is now Assistant Supplles Officer of the
North Pacific Railway, and at present living in
Sacramento, U.S.A. I levelled my revolver 10 f-ire through
the doar and O'Hare suggested that I aim high as% same of the
inmates might Otherwise be endangered. I did this and
according to the local press my bullet ook aislliate off the
roof. Mr. Nugent then opened the door and we made a
thorough' sparch of t.he'houae and as far as I canl_ now
remember we falled to get anything. We raided éeveral
other Unionist houses - Wiers, Dowds, Coulters aﬁd Dlas.
We got a double-barrelled shotgun in Wiers. A woman
fainted during the time we were ralding in Dias and we had
to help fo revive her, As far as I can remembe# we got a

poor return for our efforts in raiding those houses.

The R,I.C. became active after those arms' jlraids.
My place and Peter Barry's place were raided by BI.C We
had both -to g0 "on the run® and sleep: out for some nights
until the danger of further police raids passed. ' From this
time onwards my home and Peter Barry's home were frequently

raided, ' ) .

In- connection with gnother raid we carried 6111'. rat
& place named Aughavilla near Rostrevor, we called at a
particular house in a Unionist district. We knocked at the
'door and the woman of the house opened the door and admitted

~us. We walked into a room and informed the woman that we
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were raiding her house for arnms. She pointed Qﬁt her
daughter to us, who was in bed, and told us that she was very
ill and suffering from T, 3. I then withdrew the men from the
house.. Some time later I was asked 10 give a report on this
incident by our Brigade Headquarters. It appea‘ired that same
time after our visit to this house the woman wrote a letter
canmplalning that her house was raided for arms ehdangering
the 1life of her daughter who was: a chronic: sufferer from T, B.
She addressed the letter to Michsel Collins, Du‘b.irl.in.

Thé ralding of the house was traced to me and I was
handed the woman's letter to Michael Collins and asked to
make a report on the matter, which I did. .The j.nteréstj.ng
point in this incident was: how the letter carried by a

British Government Service reached Michael Collins.

At tempted Destruction of Evacuated Barracks, B@'sbIevor,

Qur next sctivity worth mentioning was in c‘ox_mect ion
with General Headquarters' order to all units to "d.'estroy all
evacué.tfed R. I.' Cs Barracks., Rostrevor R, I.C. -Bar:;'acks was
evacuated. ‘The preliminary preparation for the d.‘estruptzign
of it was t0 procure a Quantity of petrol or parafifin to
start a fire 4n the building. The Corrags (Iompapy
co~operated with Werrenpoint Gompaxiy, of which Paddy McGivern
was 0.C., to carry out this operation, The Corrags
company in preparation for this affair procured a bugle in
Dublin, The purpose of procuring the bugle was ﬁo use it to
give a distinctive signal to all outposts when it was proper
for them to evacuate their posit\io’ﬁs when the destruction of
the Bérracks was under way. Those outposts were placed on
the Warrenpoint, Killowen and Hilltown roads. The men in
thosé positions were wildely spread and the bugle sounding in

the stillness of the night was an excellent way to give a
|
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signal to the outposts to come in t0 a ecentral point in

Rostrevor before retreating towards Corrags and Earrenpoint.

Paddy McGlivern and I got into the Barracks and
collected any inflammsdle materisl we could lay our hands on,
doped it with a petrol-paraffin mixture and packed it beneath
the stairway. We applied a light to this stuff and then
awalted outside in the vicinity until we saw thé fire going
well, The bugie was then sounded and when the outposts
came in we retreated towards our various hames. We learned
later that some of the local residents succeeded in
extingulshing the flames after the .éta:l.rs and some of the.

floors had been burned out,

It became necessary to carry out a subsequent operat ion
to cdmplete the destruction of the Barracks. This second
operafion was carrled out under the direction of the late
John Quinn of the Milestone, Newry, who I thin.k,i was then
Brigede Quartermaster.  John's; plan to destroy the building
was t0 use explosives, having on hand & local Violunteer fram
the Newry Company who had experience in the use !and handl ing
of explosives. John detailed me to take up an %m‘bush
position at the bottom of the hill in Rostrevor for the
vurpose of attacking any enemy force sent into Rostrevor
to obstruct the carrying out of the operation. I posted a
party of about twelve men in positions on the road near the
village and covering the Warrenpoint/Rostrevor road.  The
only civilians using motor cars at this time afte%r a certain
hour at night were Nedical Doctora{r,mergym:xgna\?grghgrégﬁe&{th
shotguns and small bore rifies. We remained in positions
for ghout an hour or more when we Observed the lights of a
' motor car approaching from the Warrenpoint direction.

Word was passed along to John Quinn that military or police

were probably approaching our position. As the lights drew
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near it became apparent that there was only one motor vehicle
approaching and féaring that 1t might be a doctor or some such
person I was anxious to prevent firing on such eivilians.

A Volunteer nsmed Gor_l MeNulty, who was beside mé, was anxious
to start firing on the vehicle as it drew near. I told him
not to fire. I then weﬁt out on the road and halted the car
and found that the occupants; were g local protestant
clergyman and hils daughter who lived in Rostr.evoér., We
allowed them to g0 into their house which was ad:‘j"acent, and
we kept the place under observation.. A little i‘time a.f.'tex"
this John Quinn came to our position and told me: that the
explosives had been placed in the Barrack building but that
they had not succeeded in setting off the charge and that he
had giv:en orders to withdraw. The police found:the
explosives in the bullding the following day. |

Burning Evacuated Barracks, Newry.

Subsequent to this I was mobilised t0 attend an I,R.A.
perade in Newry in a hall or house along the Glanrye River
behind Quin's: ghop, the Milestone, Tfhen I arrived I found
a number of Violunteers mobilised tﬁere and I think we were all
armed.. Frank Alken was present and he announcedi that it had
been decided to destroy both High Street and Canal Str:ee.t
R, I.C. Barracks; that both Barracks had been ev;a.é:uated by the
police end that only some policeman's family resided in each
Berrack. Turning to Pat Casey and’l, he ordered us to

' arracks '
proceed to High Street/and to carry out the destruction of it
by fire. He informed us that a party of hoy acouts were
atanding-t0 in a yard convenient to the Barracks and that they
hed with them petrol tins Qith a mixture of petrol-paraffin
for use in firing the building. He further stated that he

with other officers and Volunteers would proceed to Canal

Street, for the burning of the Barracks there,
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Patrick Casey and I left the meeting place and
proceeded to High Street. As: we were leaving Paddy Rankin
voiunteered to join us and we brought him along. e got
in touch with the'boy scouts: and on ascertaining that they
had everything ready, Pat Gase?rx}?vexll{ to the Barrack door, and
Paddy Rankin took up position a short distance up the street
covering off the Barrack, It was arranged be{j.ween Casey
and I that Casey would do the talking at the Ba;rrack door,

We knocked on the door and from the inside a male voice
inquired "gho is there?". Casey repiied, giving the name
of & local R,I.C. Constable, There was a short paﬁae
following which the door was; @ened a short distance, and the
peraon who had opened it from the 1;15 ide mdiately

at te'mp:hed to close it againe. The door was fastened on the
inside by = chai:l_n, which would only allow the cipor to open a
short distance, end the policeman on the ins:idel succeeded in
elosing and bolting ;;he.door in spite of our efforts to
prevent his doing so.

Casey then fired a shot through the door which,
according to a subsequent lissue of the local press, Inflicted
a s8light flesh wound on the policeman's Bhouldez"'. . 4B we
had no means available to force the dboi- ar otherwisé
g:'¢it; into the Barrack, we reluctantly withdrew. s far
as I can renmenber before leaving we gave E)rders 'to the boy

scouts: to,disperse.

Elaens and Preparations for Egyptian Arch Ambush,

I attended a meeting in preparation for the attack on
the Egyptian Arch and the simultaneous attack on Cemlough
R, I. C. Barrack. I remerber part of those plans was to fill
tins with regs soaked in either petrol or: paraffin or both,’
which could be lighted and thrown fram the Egyptian Arch on
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t0o the main Newry-Camlough road s0 a8 to light up the road
during the ambush, We got-instructiOn: to prepare some of
those tins and I remembher when putting the guestion of
preparing the hoxea to the Wbiunteer&.in Gorraggwcompany
they were crlitical of the scheme. It wés arranged that the
arms we had in the Corregs: Company were to be taken across: to
sane sultable location on the County Armagh side: of Newry
town same days prior to the daté fixed for thé ambush.
Carlingford Lough and the river and canal bridgés in Newry
were danger‘oils;. barriers to the movements of our arms and
equipment, It was; impossible t0 pass by road from the
County Down side of Newry t0 the County Armagh sidée except
across three sets of bridges over both the Clanrye River
end the Newry Canal. The arrangements were that the
Brigade staff would send a motor wehicle into Gorrags to
11ft our siuff and convey it to _the selected pléce on the
Armagh side, For aome days prior fo the a.mbush; we lrad men
evaileble at our dumps t0 hand over the arms, ete, , but the
motor vehicle never arrived, I:made aﬂme repregentation to
some person in authority sbout the fallure %o 1ift our arma.
The érms available with us were two service riflés;eaptured
by Paddy McGivern Boﬁewhere in Warrenpoint, and é
miscellanecus collection of old shotgune - probably about
seven or eight - and:tﬁo small bore rifles, ﬁblhad about
sixty rounds of shotgun ammunition availeble but only a few
¢clips of rifle ammunition. We hed also available a number
of the tin can flares mentloned above ﬁhich we prepared
locally from one pound paint boxes,for lighting'ﬁg;the road
at the scene of the ambush,

I don't now propose to give any further details about
the plans for the ambush as I am somewhat vague and I might.

be inclined owing to this vagueness to mislead.
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On the evenling of the nlight the ambush was to take _

- place, 1ith December, 1920, I attended a meeting or conference
which, as far as I can remember, took place in King Street,
Newry, opposite Johnny Southwell's place. I received short
notice to attend this meeting, My recollect ioiq now is that
Frank Alken was the senior officer;— present, Amongst the
things discussed it was- decided thet the arms held in Corrags
areg were 1o be taken through Rewr& to the Armalé;h_., side early
that night. A discussion took place as to the means of
getf.ing them across. Bventually 1t wasz dec;idedl. that

Paddy Shevlin from #arrenpoint would proceed to the Rea and
Ross Garage and there, on the pretext that his car had broken
down on the Warrenpdint road, hire a motor car to convey him
on his journey. Another Volunteer named O'Hs?arei and I were
detailed to go ontthe Warrenpoint road o & point a short
distance from Newry and when Shevlin arrived with the car

he was: to hold up the driver with a gun he had and we were %o
travel with him to Corrags in the commandeered car. In
Corrags we were t0 load up the arms and other war material

in the car and drive 1t through Newry and out to.the vicinity
of the Bgyptian Aech. Sheviin proceeded to the ::Garage and
O'Hare and I went to the arranged spot on the Warrenpoint
road o0 aw§it the arrival of the car. We waited for a
consldergble time after the time the car should Have arrived
and then we knew that the plan to get the car had somehow

miscarried, !

L

e heard Yater that Shevlin succeeded in hiring the
car and that when he attempted to hold up the driver,the
driver produced a revolver and ejected shevlin from the car,
returned t0 his garage and reported what had happened to the
police authorities. I can't vouch for this as exactly tIme
but I know that shortly afterwards the police and Specisel

Constegbulary got out on the streets: in Newry, held up and
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searched pedestrians and that the Sinn Féin Hall, William
- 8treet, Newry, was set on fire between 8 and 10 p.m, that

night.

When O'Hare and I had given up hope of Shévlin's
arrival where we waited for him on the Warrenpoint road, we
walked in towards Newry in the hope of locating him. We
failed to see him or 0 get any information sbout him end,
par;sing with O'Here who was a Volunteer in the Newry Company,
I decided to réturn to Corrags and try, if posasible, to
rrocure alternative means of transporting the stuff to the
ambugh position. I fouz;d the local Volunteers standing-to,
and I explained to them what had occurred and I Eroz.mem’t:uer we
discussed the possibility of cammandeering a horse and' cart
(or trep). Eventually this plan was discerded.. Finally
Michael O'Hare (now in Saeramento), same other Volunteers: and
myself decided that we would try and reach the scene of the
anbush, srmed with revolvers. We started off and arrived at
a place named Courtney H1lll near: Hewry and then we heard that
enemy forces were holding all the bridges aéros_s ‘both' the
river and the canal In the town and that there wés: great
military and ;;olice sactivities on the.stree’ca. ﬁje realised
that to get across. to the Armagh side was impossible and we
abandoned the idea, I véuld say 1t was a,pproxiniately 10 pem.

when we .started for home,

Our nexs sctivities followed the receipt of an order
from Battallion level that each Qompany were 10 carry out an
attack on enemy forces 1n its respective area. It fell to my
lot to carry out such an operation in the Warrenpoint aistrict.
I accordingly set out coliecting information of the movements
of enemy patrols, etc, I 1.earned through the medium of a
gorrags Volunteer who worked in Warrenpoint, that a patrol

of seven R.,I.C. men, armed with rifles, were seen .



13.

patrolling regularly on the Warrenpoint-Rostrevor road,
somewhere around 8 to 10 p.m. I checked up on this and
came 0 the conclusion that the information was correct.
It was arranged that a party of about twelve Volunteers
armed with shotguns and revolvers, would take up a position
on the Werrenpoint-Rostrevor road to interceptthis patrol.
On moving into the ambush position we had to traverse a
district with a large Unionist populstion and 36 had to
carefully select bye-ways and unfreguenbted paths with our
arms concegled as best we could to get into the‘position.
We had aomitted to carry out any previous reconnaissance of
the p'osition and as a result the position tagken up on this
first night was very unsuitable as we would not bring the

road fully tnder fire from the firing positions,:

We were disgppointed on the first night by the
non-agrrival of the enemy. ®@e moved on the second night to a
position closer to the town of Farrenpoint and took up a .
more favourable position. ﬁe;remgined in position for a
considerable time and again no police patrol arrived and we
went home. It was now epparent that our information was
wrong and we decided to properly reconnoitre the town and
ascertaln for certain if in fact any police patrols moved
from the Barracks-at night._ Accordingly Pat Hughes,

Ted McEBvoy and I went into Warrenpoint, armed with
revolvers, on the following night, and we kept the Barracks
and the streets under observation but we could not discern

any pskrol of the mize previously reported %o us,’

On the first or second night we saw one or two R, I,C.
patrolling the streets: but decided not to interfere with them,
I remenher, one night, our being in Church Street and on
loocking arocund I saw a single policeman spprosching the three
of us. Pat Hughes wanted to shoot him explaining that he
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was fed up by being out every nlight without having achieved
| anything. I prevented Hughes from shooting and we later
decided to start for hame. On our way home we came up a’
laneway i.eading fraom Church si;reet towards: Summer HIll and
on emerging from the laneway we walked.-in£o a police patrol
of five men, all carrying arms. We were campletely
surprised and we passed around them expecting them' to
attempt to hold us up, as each second passed, but they did
not 4o so, The movements OFf the pafrol later occupied our
attention but although we kept the Barracks and strests
under observatlon each night fram shortly after darkness we

could not again f£ind a patrol of such a number.

Finally one night we observed a patrol of three or
four policemen leaving the Barracks and moving ﬁp Church
Jtreet towards the Baths. e kept them un.dér* Observation
end came t0 the conclusion that they would retuxfn to their
Berracks wia Summerhill road end we -mbmai into a position
t0o Iintercept them there, OCur position was behind'a medium~
sized wall with a bank and trimmed hedge at the top. This
position was on the sea side of Summerhill and fairiy close

t0 the shore road.

| After g time we observed the patrol gpproaching and -
I instructed the other members of the party not to open fire
until I gave the ofder. When the order was giv'en we threw
four hend-grenades at the patrol and opened fire‘ with our
revolveras. aAll the members of the patrol wére éeriously
wounded but nevertheless th'ey continued to fire bn us and
we were unable t0 disarm them. The men who 00k part with
me in this; operation were - Paddy Hughes, and Ted McEvwoy, of
Carrickmacstay district, asnd Daniel Monaghen, brother of
Seammus  Monaghan from Banbridge. - Following this operation

we retreated to the mountain area between Hilltown and
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. Rostrevor where we lay low for some days before we returned
to our own ares. The usugl raids were carried out by the

police and milltary following this operation as. was usual

on all occasions when an exchange of shots t00k place,

Attack at Plaster, CO. ILouth.

My next operation of note was an attack dn the
militery guard on a house at Plaster near Dundalk. Aagain,
I waSacallesto a meeting in King Street, Newry, where
Frank Alken. informed us that it was the 1ntention to carry
dgt.an ambush outside Dundalk the following morning, and
we were instructed to collect arms which would pé available
for us at Charley MeGinnitty's: place. At Mcaipnitty's
I was handed a Lee Enfield rifie and ammunition and 1 and
several .othera,' including Pat Casey, marched towards
Dundalkrduring the night, and arrived at Faughart in the

garly hours: of Sunday morning,

Cn arnivai al. Faughart the Divisiongl lO.-C,.l,
Frank Alken, detailed John MeCoy and myself with a few other
Volunteers to proceed to a large house close by belonging
I understand to a John Mcalllster, for the purposéiof getting
some food for the men who hed travelled long distances,
John Macéy who was; senior t0 me, t00ok charge. We arrived
at the house, awoke fthe inmates and after gaining adﬁission
arrangementa were set on foot to get meals;prepaéed.
Subgequently thn MeCoy left the house for the scene of the
gmbush p_oéitic'm and ordered me to take charge of a guard
that was: placed on the house., Pat Casey who also left the
house to take up position for the ambush, tock my rifle with

him,

I will now give an outline of the plans. of this
operation as: far as I heard at the time and as: I can now

remember., A Unionist named Barrett, lived in s house at
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Flaster, about two and a half miles from Dundalk, A guard of
about thirty military were placed on this‘houselfor the
protection of the ownef. This guard was:relieved.each
morning‘at gbout 8_a.m. by a relief party from ﬁhe military
Barracks, Dundalk, who invéniably travelled by a large motor
tender wia Feughart School. The idea_behind‘thﬁasOQeration
was: t0 ambush the motor tender carrying the troo%s, near
Faughart School, by placing a large land mine on;the road and
exploding it wﬁen the military tender:was-cven*if and then
opening fire with rifles and shotguns. on the military.

A successful result, it was hoped, could insure the capture
of gbout thirty sefvice rifles and ammunition and possibly
other arms and military equipment, Afsignal pogt was:
established at;ﬁaughart Mount which is a bBeight overlooking
the town of Dundalk and the roads leasding north fx-om i%; the
occupied house at Plaster and the roeds leading tb it; and
the ambush position shout 500 yards distant., At the place
selecfed as the ambush position the roads: approaching it were
hidden from the view of the party 1ying in ambushLas:were all
the other‘roads-leading from Dundalk. A small pa%ty of about
slx or eight I,R.A. men were detached from the main ambushing
party to cross a low hill intervening between theiambush
position and Barrett's: house and to get close enoﬁgh 1o the
military at Berrett's house to contain them in the;lir position
there and to prevent their reinforcing tleir relief comrades

in the event of a lengthy fight ensuing at the ambﬁsh position.

In addition to my having charge of the small. guard on
John MoAllister's house, I and two others were detéiled t0
watch for é signal from an officer placed at Faughart Mount.
It was explainsd to us that the military from Dundalk could
Gome to Barrett's by two roads andintheevent of their using
o _ officer/
either routes, the/gbove referred to, had instructions to

signal which route was: belng used, We were t0 transmit
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whichever signal came to the men at the ambush position.

ghile we were waiting for ény-signal which might cane,
we heard the sound of shooting from the direction of
Barrett's house only a short distance away but iout of view.
This £iring continued for sume time following which the
officer at the 8Bignal post commenced t0 give signals.
Those signals were ixiterpreted by us as meaning that énemy
forces were approaching on the alternative road they were
not axpected to travel and where no provisions. were made to
smbush them. One of the men with me left with this message
for the officer in charge of the wnbush-ﬁoa:itioi:. I remained
with the guard at McAllister's: house, My only arms were now,
a amall revolver. After a time I noticed that the firing
Yiad ceased from the direction of Barrett's and everything
seemed t0 be quiet, The néxt thing I obg‘er\}ed fwas. a lorry

load of armed euxiliaries moving slowly glong the road from

‘Dundalk and only about 150 yards away. ThHe lorry stopped

and the suxiliaries: made no attempt to get off the lorry

g8 far as I could obsenve., I wae greatly surprised to find
that the lorry came from the direction of the ambush position
and must have p-as.sed through that position unmolested,

’The few men with me were under cover around the house.

Suddenly I heard some person mentioning my name from behind

a hedge and when I moved up to the hedge I saw

Seumas; Honaghan and Andy O'Hare who asked me what I was doing
there. ' On informing them they gave me to understand that
the gmbushing party hed withdrawn from the embush position.

I then went with Seﬁmas: and Andy and ﬁe retreatei in the
direction of Newry. On our journey there an geroplane

passed over us and Seumas; was in the act of firing at it when

Andy stopped him. On our way into Rewry we called into a

friendly farmer somewhere gbout Killeavey and we hid our

armg 1in one of his haystacks.
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I heard afterwards that John' guinn who was in charge
of the small party who went from the a;'nbush position at
Faughart %o the wicinity of Barrett's house, got definite
instructions from Frank Alken before his departure for
Barrett:'s.,not to fire on the soldiers: who were guarding
thé kouse as his job was to0 confine the sold’ieirs. to the
house during the time the ambush t00k place on the road at

Paughart.

I remember being at an I,R. A, meeting in Newry at
Wﬁich the Divisional G. q. s Prank Alken, made, as far as
I can remember, a statement to the effect that the Dundalk
Brigade had become disorganised and that it had been
dccided to carry out a big operation in the Duﬁdalk area
t0 give the men there an opportunity of taking pard in an
operation which, if successful, would help théir morele.

Iy Capture by British Forces.

Following the attempt at‘Plaster, I returl'ned 0 my own
area and remalned“on the run" there for some ti%ne until I was
captured by a mized party of R.I.C: end military at my
uncile's plat":e, Burren, Warrenpoint. I was conveyed by
them to the Mllitary Barracks:;, Newry. On grriving in
Newrjr I was lodged in the day rodam next to the gtlard roam
where I was detained for three days. - Thers wei'e two or
three other prisoners with me in the da& room from Hilltown
district. On either the second or third day another
prisoner was brought into us, whom none of us Xknew. After a
time this newcomer became very talkative explairiing details

of his: arrest and asking us questions sbout ourselves.

' We were suspicilous of this mwmm andgave him no information.

He was later taken from-us and we saw no more of him,
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Third Degree Methods used to extract information from me.

It's as well to state that t0 all appeasrances: the
Military Barracks in Newry was con_trol]f.ed by the Brit ish Army
as a military guard was posted at the main gate. On my third
night in the day room at gbout 1 a.ne a party o;ﬁ police came
into the day room and my neme was called. I was: lying on a
wooden bench along with the other prisconers covered with two
blankets each, at the time. I was; told by the police o get
up and to come outside, I went out with them and was
conveyed to a cell about one hundred yards or so from the
day room. When the cell door was opened I éaw.z
Charlie HeGinnitty, whom I knew well, in the ceil’.

McGinnitty was: ordered to get up and come out of the cell.
When he came out T was put into the cell, the 1light put out
and the cell door locked, About a quarter of an hour
afterwards I heard voilces; outside and the door o::t" my cell was
opened and a &rowd of men entéred, some of them in police
uniform and rsome in mufti; They informed me that I was to
be shot and they proceeded to ‘51i.ndfold me and securedf my
hands by tying them behind my backe all the time ﬁsing
threats snd foul lImnguage. They jostled me gbout in the cell

for some time but did not injure me to any extent. I was

then Ted blindfolded and taken out into the Barrack Square.

I soon found that I was being led up a staircase agnd into g
lighted room where there were a number of other men, Gne of
those men stated that I was to be shot but that I could
obtain my freedom if I volunteered to give inforniation about
Frank Aiken, Pat Casey and some other .V-‘oluni‘;eers,' whoée
names; T now forget, together with information as to the
location of grms; dumps, I declined to give the information.
required. They held me there for, what appeared to me,

agbout half an hour, and at the end en order was given -~

- "mgke him out and shoot him", I was then bundleﬁ out of
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the room and taken again to the Barrack Square where they
started to beat me, They fired a number of shiots which may
have been hlanks, and all thé time enquiring if I was . .
"giving in".  Eventually it was ordered that I be stood
against a ﬁall. where more shots were fired and i,nore
questioning took placé. Then at the end one of them sgid,
"I will take 1t on myself to stop your ahootir;gf', and he
advised me to0 think thinga over or words to0 that effect.

I was then taken back to the cell and locked up until

merning.

The next morning I recognised ancother prislloner in the
cell next mine as a young man nemed Pat O'Donneli. 0'Donnell
did not recognise me for some time as I was besméared with
blood. He then told me that a prlest named | |
Father Frank O'Hare was coming to see him that day end that
he would tell Father O'Hare of my condition and its cause.
Later on flzxat day Father O'Hare visited me in my cell where
he remained for a short time gnd I told him all #hat
happened to me the previous night. As far as I can remember
he heard my confession but I am not quite sure, Towards
evening a military sergeant ’and one ar two soldie:rs c‘an_ze ﬁo
ny cell and they escorted me to an a‘olutiozi where‘: I washed
my hands and face as best I could. I reﬁlained in Newry
military berracks for about two weeks, during which I was
fearing c8uilim 1 1ualr- incidents of threats and ‘ﬁeatings
would take place, but nothing further happened. |

Removed to Belfast Mili'tary_ Barracks and B’allykinl’ar‘ Camp,

Bventually I was removed from Newry to Belfast and was
1 .
lodged in what was called the 'cage'’'in Victoria Barracks.
This ‘'cage' was a large military hut surrounded by several

lines of barbed wire with guards posted around the”lwire.
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. In the 'cage' I met Hugo MacNeill, later Major-General,

National Army; Seén O'Reilly, Battalion 0.C., Armagh;

Tom Gorr, and many others I now can't recall,

We ﬁere al; removed from the 'cage' gbout a month after
I arrived. I think it worth recording the mannerof our
removal. We were put into a motor tender and yhén all
handcuffed in a cirele, i.e. each man handcuffed t0 a man
on each side In such a way as 10 form a complete circle.
Notwithstanding those precautions we were warnéd by the
officer in charge of our removal that an attemat to escape
would entail shooting. We were conveyed to Béllykinlar
Camp, CO. Down, where .we were interned until the 4th
December, 1921. |

pallykinler Tunnel end Attempts t0_escape Shooting, etc.

I was a prisoner in No.l1l Camp, Ballykinian, and during
my time there I saw a small cross erected to mark the spot
where two internees - Tormey and Sloan - were shot dead,
with, it was said, the one bullet, sametime bef;of"e I arrived
there, The spot where the cross was erected was a

considerable distance from the wire surrounding the camp. .

Joseph McGrath was Camp Commandant of 0,1 Camp for a
ahort time after my arrivel., I think he was released from
the Camp soon after the Truce, 1ilth July, 1921, t0 attend a
meeting of DAl Bireenn, being a T.D. .

One of the most closely guarded secrets in the Camp
was the making of a tunnel by the prisoners from No.2 Hut,

D. lLine, for the purpose of engbling the most praminent men

in the Camp t0 escape. |Considerable progress. had been made

with thls tunnel when a heavy lorry in passing over the spot

on a road under which the tunnel passed, sank into the tunnel.

R
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This unfortunate accident gave the secret of the tunnel away

to the milltary and the tunnel was ripped up from the road

back into the Camp and traced to No.2 Hut. The occupants
of this hut were removed from the Camp and confined
somewhere ouitside. The internees in No.1 Camp went on
strike for a short time as a protest against. those men's .

removal, following which the men from No,2 Hut were returned

. 10 the Campe

another incident which took place whilst I was in the
Camp was the escape of Commandant Colgan, a 191§ man, from
Maynooth, and another prominent Volunteer Qfficer from
Co. Cork named Maurice Donegan. I was not involved in the
plans for this escape but I heard that the guard on duty
at the gate had taken a bribe of some sort to lelt both men
out. The night of the escape I was, and had been from
my arrivel in the Camp, an inmate in Maurice Donegan's hut.
A count was conducted each night by a military officer at
7 or 8 p.ms Vhen the time for this:count arriv?d, Donegan
had gone.” When the officer and his:escort came, to check our
hut an internee from another hut was in boneégn's‘bed
feigning sickness.  When Donegan's name was called this
internee answered "annseo', Following this the:military
officer locked us up for the night and the internee who
impersonated Donegan rushed from us by the hut window and

proceeded t0 his own hut to answer at the roll call there.

‘This window on our hut had to be prepared beforehand.ﬁo

enable a person to open it and get through it quickly.

The day following the escape Commgndant Goigan and
Maurice Donegan were récaptured and brought back t0 the
Camp. ghe military then imposed some restrictions on us as
puanishment and our Camp Commandant celled a striﬁe. Part of
our sirike methods was ;he removal of locks and bolts frdm
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hut doors, barbed wire from windows. Huts  and {;heir windows
were demaged. Parties of five or six men each were detailed
to arm themselves with stones adjacent to each 1light
surrounding the camp and at the blast of a whistle they were
to smash the lights with stones. Those tactiels were carrled
out for a few days whén a settlement wes: arranged between

the Camp cnnmandanf and the mili‘tary and conditions returned

$0 normgl.

During all the time I was in the Cemp lectures were
given on military engineering. Irish classes were held at
frequent intervals during each day.  In the sutunm months
of 1921 parole was granted to a number of prisoners 0 enable
them to visit their homes, On one occasion when men wers
leaving the vieinity of the Camp going home on parcle,

a prisoner named Tadhg Barry from Co. Cork was standing some
distance from the wire shouting to some of his friends going
out; apparntly reminding the;ix to dellver some message lto
people he knem* in Cork. It was. alleged that almilitary
sergeant named Forde- from Waterford, entered one of the
sentry boxes, following which @ shot was fired a;nd Tadhg Barry
fell shot dead. A nunber of Volunteer officers, including
myself, were detailed to mount guard over Barry's remains

en hour at a time before his removal for burial.

This; shooting embit tered the prisoners in the Camp
very much and there were many who v.awed vengeance -on the
military sergeant mentioned in connection with the shooting

if they found him after their release,

Following my relegse from Ballyklinlar I Waé met on my
arrival at the local rallway station by a large and
representative erowd who gave me an enthusuastic welcome home,
A band was at the station and the journey from the s_tation to
my home was something I had not beforehand the audacity to
imggine could happen, | |
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This. enthusiasm was unexpected and an eye- opener to me,
Included in the crowd welcoming me were some former supportiers
of the Irish Parliaﬁnentary Farty and members of the Ancient
Order. of Hlbernians, which showed that those sections of the
population were losing at: least some of their antagonism to

8inn ré€in.

Following my release I got in touch with the Volunteer
Organisation, For same time I had no appointment in the
Tolunteers that I can remember, The Divisional 0/C., |
Frank Alken, some time after my release, a;ppointéd'me
Battalion 0/C,, Newry Battalion. After my eppoinitment we
established a headquarters for a small column of Active
Service men at a place named Burren situated well away from
any of the main roads in the area. e held'frequent
meetings: at this place, At this stage I can't recell any
sctivities carried out by Crown Forces, such as railds. or

searching of houses. . -

thn Quinn paid frequent visits: to the 'Gjorzre'a.\gs: district.
He was: Brigade O/C., No.2 (Newry) Brigede, at this time,
On one Of those visits he informed me that it had been
decided to capture Mayobridge R.U.C. Barrecks. He explained
'that Pat’ Casey had contacted a memher of the garrison in the
Barracks and that this man would leave the rear entrance %o
t'hé Barracks opened when the raid on the Barraéké was $0 take
Plece., John Quinn informed me that I was nominated to take

charge of this operation. Jt was not contemplated that any

. shooting would be necessary in overpowering the Barrack

garrison,. It was: expected that we would get ten opr tweli‘re
rifles; and rifle ammnition, some revolvers and revolver

ammunition by a successful capture of the place. T had a
party of men ready for a final briefing on the Op,er.'atibn on
the night before the attack when g message arrived that the



L

4 )

1.)

20, -

operation had been called off, When I met John Quinn some
time later I asked him gbout the reasons for calling the
operation off and he inférmed me that it had been decided not

to have any such operation for the time being.

I remember attending some meetings of No.2 Brigade in
the military Barracks; in Dundalk which were presided over by
Frank alken. AL one of those meetings we were given to

. understand that it had been decided to carry out a full scale

attack on the British held parts of Northern Ireland,
Arrangements were made to move arms, ammunition, explosives
and other: war materdial from Dundalk into South Down ares for
this general attack., Provisions were also made for the & v
construction of safe and secure dumps for the material on its

arrival in south Down,

This: war material wés conveyed by road to (Omesth oﬁ the
o, Louth side of C'arlingfdrd' Loueh, and 1t was then seci-etly
conveyed scross Carlimg ford Lough by boat or at the Ferry on
the Newry 'side of Omaath. W used same Of the locel Boatmen
who wefe friendly disposed towards us: for this wd:;k.‘ - In the
gouth bown side in every district where é.umps-. for the stuff
were prepared, Volunteens were standing-to t0 receive and
dunp the stuff carried to them by other Volunteers from the
point where the boatmen delivered 1it, There was a British
Neval gunboat‘ stationed in Carlingford Lough, eq_u:iippsd with
powerful search Tights which added to the danger of transporting
this stuff Ty watt-;r. |

On the plans prepared for the genergl attack, enemy-
posts in Newry and ﬁ’arnenpoixﬁ;.- were to be attacked, Ican't
now remember the detalls of the plans for Newry, but I do
remember that John Quiim was t0 take personsl c‘harge‘ of the

attack on Newry town.
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I have a hazy recollection that the day was fixed for

‘this general attack on the Worth but the order for the

attack was never given, I know now that the ét tack was

called off at the last minute,

My work from early in 1922 up £o my I'eaving South
Down in December 1922, was concerned with the organising,
training, equipping and providing for the safety of the men
in my Battelion area. From May 1922,. there were widespresad
ralds and arrests: all over the Battalion area as in all other

ereas: throughout the Six Northern Counties,

Some time before the Ciwvil War broke out, John Quinn
cane to Cmeafh and sent a messenger to Corrsags: for me and
Pat Hughes; to crosa to Qmeath to see him, We crossed to
Omeath. dJohn told us that himself, Frank A.ike;l and the
4th Northern Piwisional Staff were opposed to the Tresty
and that the Divigiongl Staff were anxlous to show a united
front in the opposition to the Treaty. John wanted myself
and the Battalion 8taff to0 move into the military Barracks,
Dundalk, end take up duty there. I told him that the
other officers of my Battalion Staff and myself were in
favour: of accepting the Treaty and that perasonally I could
not see my way to teke an armed stand against its acceptance.
John 4id his best to0 persuade me to change my mind on the
matter and finslly he stated that he would not ask us to

tear arms but to simply occupy quarters in Dundalk Barracks.

I could not agree to any of his suggestions and
following this there was a certain amount of unpleasantness
between John and me, which manifested itself by John's
actions when in our area ignoring my presence in the area
and the renk I held in the Volunteera. However, we never

had any cross words: gbout the mat ter,
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The next incident of note which registers itself in my
memory was: the arrival of g Miss Keelan who was: in charge of

the Cumann ng mBan, in Warrenpoint at my place with an order

N
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from Frank Alken which, to ‘the best of my recollection,
demanded that I should report to the Military Barracks,
Dundalk. I refused to obey this arder and I told
Miss Keelan that I had not changed my opinions since

I discussed the guestion of the Treaty with John Quinn.

mén the Ciwvil War broke out I remained in the Six
. Gounties area and took no part in any of the militery
operations up to the end of 1922, Pinally Pat Hughes and
myself were persuaded By Pat Casey, who had joined the Army
gome time previously and held the rank of Brigadier, to
join the Nationsl army, which we did. |

_ One of the pressing reasons for joining the Army was
that a certaln antagonism towards me by some of my former
comrades manifested itself over the question of the Treaty.
When I jolned the National Army late In December 1922, the
Civil @ar fighting had practically ceased, and I was
fartunate in being put in charge of an outpost of the
Curragh Camp and never had any oceasion to0 take part in any
of the fighting,

SIGNED #ﬁyf
GRIBBIN, GOMEANDANT.
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