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)'b The first national occasion at which I was preseft was

a public meeting in memory of the Manchester Mart at the
Grand Parade in Cork in the autumn of 1915. sas, of

course, interested in the natlonal, movement efore thet.
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In 1914 after the outbreak of the world war I answered

- a call for girlé to train as nurses at/ the South Infirmary,

- Cork, to nurse wounded soldiers. realised, young as I

was, that the need for nurses wguld be great ag the war was
casse X popeth H !

bound to ) =N t was not that I had anye

(Hrome D o balil_2a

romantic interest in sol iersy\?s young girls often have.

I imagine my motive st have been purely humanitarian.

erQAQ)U\ézd‘
That period would’ not have lasted more than six maniths,, :

When I realis that my course of action put me down as
J pro-~Britisjf I gave it up at once. My family, of course,

were ¢ mpletelx imperialistic, conservative and capitalistic

;.

arefully fostered. We were all sent to school in
(e 1}
England, because we would meet only common people in Irish

cohoole. Tiee tndta W Conisin X
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I think reading i 43 newspapers was what

1

- turned my mind away from thef ideas favoured by my family.ﬁl;
I was the youngest of a famfily of six with a gap of six

years between me and my nekt eldest brother. FiweTUSULT

GZ&N&L—°”°1y/L La, RETY

warstire e kep?‘compl tely isolated and not allowed to

play with anyone of my ovn age,O"\- Lt At D “' :

peple o &

I was seventeen wheh I left my snobbish,school at

4

St. Leonard-oq;Sea wherg 1 lesarned nothing except to be a

e T be;;;;x/l I got to kxnow the

lady which I wos==ldn nev

}///,f-xxﬂ__ McSwineys and probably pome others but I fancy it was the

ewspapers that put me jon to things and made me realise that

'f Y % there was a national mgvement 2

boes e 00 Kot

‘ @rU=BTTt?9%jso I gave EEEEE}/\ The papers instructed me
w_o':m ' e '

about what was going dn here. I read Connclly's 'Workers'

Republic', Arthur CGrigfith's 'Nationality!, 'Scissors and

Paste", 'The Spark' apd McNeill's *Irish Volunteer' and all
A - ”4~1Lb¢VF~'

"I also became immediately

;Z;M- ' interested in the Irish language and goﬁ Norma Borthwick's
wonderful 1i£tle bookg,Ceaohta Beaga Gaedhilge. It was

in Liam Russell's shop in the K Grand Parade that I got these
papers and books, You met everyboedy there, He was a

Volunteer and all the heads of the Volunteers,xmomas MeCurtain,

Co Coall, EnuninandaX
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Sedn 0'Sullivan - the mesd—ef-the Jolonltewws - Liam de

Réiste and occasionally Terry McSwiney‘use%‘be there. It
was é meeting place for people of that kind. There was
another little newspaper shop kept by two sisters, the
Misses Wallace, but I think it was a little later I go%

acquainted with that, though I think it was going all the

sie. Tle. LAOUUD IS?LLH%L¢¢° erAAb.eh]E:‘QJnx*tquvza

It would be about the end of 1915,T imagine, that I

became actively interested in the national movement. I
met Dedra French at her unclées, Professor Stockley and she

was deeply involved in the Gaelic movements.

I became a member of Cumann na mBan either in the
end of 1915 or the beginning of 1°16 apd attended the

mneetings at different places. - I used to visit the

-McSwiney's house. in Victoria Road. As far as 1 can

remember;Mary MceSwiney was the President and Miss Nora

0'Brien who had a hat snop)was'Secretary of Cumann na mBan.

I remember Terry{‘? think in January'lQlﬁgjbeing
arrested and tried for a speech. He was letxoff with a
fine of one shilling and many of his friends, including
Segn McDermott sent him a shilling. I did tco and his

gjsters told me afterwards that he kept mine. Ee was
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a Technical teacher at this time and used to organise the
Volunteers in the county. Previous.to this ﬁé had been
working as an accountant in Dwyer's. He organised a strike
of the workers which was successful in improving their
condition. His family were very poor. Mary was teaching
at St. Angela's in Cork and Annie in the Isle of Wight.
Terry left Dwyer's about a year after the strike and became
a Technical teacher whién enabled him to do the work he
wanted to do with the Volunteers. Abouf.a year before the
Rising he gave uﬁ his teaching altogether and devoted

himself entirely to wead—few the Volunteers. He was

especially active in the Bandon and Ballinadee areas.
. 3 -

Liam de Rdistakwho was also a Volunteer and was a

o

Technical teacher should be able to tell about all this

better than I can.

On one of the occasions before Easter on which I
visited McSwiney's house, I met Alice Cashel who was very
active in the preparations for the Rising. She would know
all about that period and before. Donal ('Cealachdin is
another person who was active then and would be able to
give a complete account of the events of thét time. He is

now employed in the E.S.B. and living in Dublin at Cdilin

Mara, Seafort Avenue, Sandymount,
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A short time before the Rising I was in Dublin and I
must have had a message for Terry, bécause I Waited for
‘him in Parnell Square outside the Gaelic League offices (25)
and after giving him whatever message I had, I asked him

was something going to happen and he said "Any day".
We all knew that the Volunteers marched out to the

countfy on Baster Sunday, ﬁaking two days' rations with
§hem. They came back some time on Monday, I cannot
remember when. Although I came from such a frightful
family, the Volunteers always treated me very well anad
trusted me,even Sedn 6'Hegarty who was a very suspitious

man. I afterwards learned that Terry distrusted ne before

re sot e, (eemnn 'ﬁme““J‘?’ ‘3%?««.\)

T should mention here that Michedal § Cuill, who was,
I think, from Cill na Martire, when he found that there was
t0 be no rising in Cork, walked to Dublin. It must have

taken him the rest of the week, because the Volunteers

annsa T Al T Senimfon £~

were all aesembéeeAin the Roﬁunda Gardens when he arrived.

%, (320

He was deported with the rest to England. ETtemrrras when

w Brupdeon,

Terry who was Lord Mayor of Cork}yas appabea-, he suggested
from Brixton that Michedl of whom he had a very great

opinion and who had been helping him in Irwsh language

VLTS

- matters, should act as his awbetttuteT 1 think Michedl is

ALAR eaa



still alive.

The events in Cork during Easter could be better
described by other people thqn myself, althousgh I was in
and out of the Volunteer Hall 21l the time. - On the
Monday our coachman came into the house and said "There is
war in Dublin™. I imagine I went out then to see what was
happening in Cork. Everyone of the staff at home was all
for the Rising and for me and against the family. My
eldest brother was a great admirer of Sir Eaward Carson.

It must have been that time my family gave up speaking to me
altogether, I wés alone with my mother in the house for

two years and we were not speaking to each other. She

considered the Volunteers were cowards and criminals of the

deepest dye,

&-&n-rn-zt was towards the end of Easter Week that the
Volunteers surrendered their arms. Some of them gave up
wooden instruments wrapped in stuff and kept their rifles.
During the week on my visits to the Volunteer Hall, I often
saw Terry and Tom McCurtain. I think they were still
hoping that something would happen in Cork. I think tneyf.
were very much concerned about maintaining disciplinqiamong

the Volunteers. The surrender of the arms put'an end to
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any hopes they had..

Mary McSwiney was arrested at-St. Angela's on the

Monday of the following week. Sﬁe'Was teaching'a class

of small children when it happened. She was of the opinion

Al

that the children were expecting it. = Miss O'Brien was

also arrested. They were the only women. The

¥ sy -

Volunteer leaders were also arrested. The Bishop #we had

uﬁgath.qb\nﬂA4Lu~thrbtxz:hrL.b&;qu”~yoﬁgﬂk o amu .

ronmpnomeod-—rw the military haﬁwxh*s—weuiu—not-haﬁgen-

waa:-se~Hnrﬁﬁttumﬁrﬂuﬂpyeehu?uﬁhﬂ They—TeTe T Poroatas

T

Mary McSwiney went up next day - Tussday - to the

it
school and seme of the nuns, probably the Revd. Mother,

i
said to her that they thought her own good feelings would

. . b2
have prevented her from ¢éoming back. S50 she went home and

did not go back again. After some time she got a letter.
{4 ‘
from the Revd. Mother saying that they had no intention of

*)
dismissing her. -fe~fal-saF—mrdersserde—tirre—ivtier—Tas?

& Fré ; i o That
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I think it was the next week that all the Volunteers
throughout the county were arrested and brought into Cork
Gaol. The city Volunteers were also picked up one by one.

-
Z:GLTAT’
I was talking to Bem-ticCurtain one day and when he went back
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to his home in Blackpool he was arrested and the next time
.
: o +-uuu~yfviz:;
I saw him was in Richmond Barracks. IAﬁen% to s=m the
D%Eudzzka
Bishop to protest about the mesbs arrest. I did not know
him. I cannot remember what he said. I learned afterwards,
Uhﬁﬁuuutrr}Jz:cudE
a year later, that Terry was very annoyed with hi%“?na would
prefer not to see hin. Tomds McCurtain said to me that
ne did not expect Dr. Cohalan would be made Bishop
L

because he had acted as arbitrator for the Volunteers.

Mr. Butterfield, the Mayor had acted with Dr. Cohalan.

The executiond created a revulsion of feeling in Cork
as elsewhere. The news was efmihed up on the pavement in

front of the Cork Examiner officaaﬁnd'ﬁhe crowd gathered

to read 1it.

I came to Dublin to 'see the prisoners who had been-
moved up there from Cork. I went to Richmond Barracks
and found a Sergeant Major who when he heard my name was
Murphy - his own name - admitted me at once and anyone else
i 7
who happened to be Lhewne- I saw Tomds apnd, I think, Terry

and the Lynchs from Miondn Bridge near Bandon. These

were Diarmuid's brothers, Michedl and another. The latter
.

{;h*nuu~7»h~°ﬁMW“ELL1rhu&GJL~

P8
had not been a VolunteegﬂPut Michedl had done a lot with

his motor-bicycle. Michedl 1s, as far as I know, still
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living on the farm at Miondn Bridge.

They were deported then and I was back in Cork and
those who were interested in the Volunteers - probably the
McSwineys among otherspasked me to find out about the
National Aid Fund which was just starting. I weng;o ‘
Beeles St. where Louise Gavan Duffy Qas teaching and to
Min Ryan in Ranelagh Road. I also saw Dedra French who
put me on to .Mrs. Wyse-Power. I did not achieve very much,
chiefly becauée the organisation was only beginning. When
I went pack to Cork there was a meeting of sympathisers in

%

the City Hall to start a branch of the National Aid and a

Committee was formed.

- AP

| About‘May'gedn O'Sullivan'who was the city Commandant,
and had up to then escaped arrest, asked me to go to
England to visit the different prisons where the Volunteers
were interned, as no news or communications were coming
from them. I was a freé lance, but I had no money at all..

The Volunieers gave me £5 and I went to London and visited

. Wandsworth Prison bringing comforts for the prisoners.

There were not many Cork men there. I asked to see Arthur
Griffith but he was not allowed to see ne, T saw Ginger

0'Connell and Douglas French-Mullen. I cannot remember

who else I saw, but I saw several. T then went to
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Wakefield where most of the Cork Volunteers were. I spent

a week there. I had & permit from the War Office which
made things easy for me. But other visitors had difficulty.
Towards the end of the week everybody was gaining

admission. Dedra French was among them. She had wired

to me to let her know whether it was possible to see

friends.
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and 78 rue Blomet, Paris XVieme.

The first national occasion at which I was present was a public
meeting in memory of the Manchester Martyrs at the Grand Parade

Cork in the Autumn of I9I5. Sean MacDermott, Terence MacSwiney,

and Peadar Q'Hourhrahan spoke at it. Sean MacDermott was the only one
of the executed leaders of Easter week who. I ever saw,

I was interested in the national Sinn Fein movement before then.

In I9I4 after the outbreak of world war I. I answered a call for girls
to train as nurses at the South Infirmary Cork to nurse wounded sol
~-diers. I realised young as I was, that the need for nurses would

be great as the war was bound to cause criminally appalling suffering.
I had no romantic interest in soldiers who I had always hated even

as a child. My motive must have been purely humanit‘arian.

When I realised that my course of action put me down as pro-British

I gave it up at once. My family of course were completely Imperial
-ist, conservative, capitalist, and roman catholic. These were the
ideas that were instilled into me and carefully fostered. We were
all sent to school in England, because we would meet only "common
people" in Irish schools.

I think readlng Sinn Fein and Irish Volunteer newspapers was what
enlightened me, "and also the wonderful principles and high moral
standing and self sacrifice of all men and w men in thiNationalist
Sinn Fein movement. This contrasted very favg; bly with the people

1 had been brought up with,

I was the youngest of a family of six with a big gap between me and -
the next to me. I was kept completely isolated as a child, not allowec
to play with other children, or even to speak to people outside the .
family, no one was con51dered "good. enough™.

1 was ‘seventeen when I left my snobbish covent school at St. Leonards

~Sussex. I had learned literally nothing there but class dlfferences

and how to be a lady. I never assimilated either.

I had suffered since the age of four from seeing t appalling

social conditions, especially among the children, he Irish movement
begides fulfllling my Nationalist aspirations seemed to me at that tin
time to also solve that great wrong.

I got to know the MacSwineys and others in the movement about 'I4 'I5
but I think it was the newspapers more than anything else whlch con
-verted me to the Irish Nationalist movement,

I read
Connolly's g
orker51
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Workers' Republic, Arthur Griffiths!' Nationality, Scissors and Paste
The Spark, McNeills' Irish Volunteer etc.” I bought them all every ‘
week and used to 1ea.ve them about purposely for my famlly to see.
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I went.to stay.in Cambridge about.Xmas I9I6<IS17. While there.I read in.the
press that Terry, and some, of the other Volunteers who had been released after
1916,,had been re| arrested.l Althought we had corresponded there had been no
thgught of an engagement between us.LJI went then however to try and find Terry.
Flrst to Shrewsbury where _an Engllsh soldler told me . “They were. here but they're

gone, ,you'll. never flnd them._' Then I went to the Lawrence Glnnells in London,
whose k1ndness I shall remember to my dylpg day. Naturally they were 1n commun -
ication with the prlsoners, they always were. Lawrence Glnnell was for yeans
called"thejmember for Ireland,” because he was the gnly.one of the,Irish_mempers
of ;the British, House of . Commons,who had not sold hlmseif to Brltlsh Imperlallsm
and Capltallsm. .I.should like to empha51se thls as 1t has been convenlently-;
forootten in Iréland today.. Mrs.fGlnnell old and 111 who 50, ably seconded- her
husbands' work and -made, 1t ,ppssible at .great - persopal sacr;f;ce, has not been
supported by ‘the Irish Government. 0 e 1o '
I returned to,Camhridge.and.found a wire from Terry;who had hadrthe same thought
as myself. it was from Bromyard Hereﬁerdshlre where he.was with Sean Nolan ,.
from Cork._-Tomas MacCurtaln .and. Peddar 0'Hourhhan, and another Volunteer (Inam
afraid, I forget, who it was) were, in Ledbury.quite., near. 1,’J.’hey,,,_were all;not in
prison but had to report regularly.to the pollce,,{ SR N B T e
We, got engaged at, once., .This.was February.r My family were of courserv1olent1y
opposed&to my marrying Terry, they.looked .on,the Volunteers. -as murderedssand.
criminals.; A,year before the Easter RlSlng,Terry had;, given up;his Job,as tech -
-nical teacher, ;he.did nothlng except drill volunteersrand work for the Gaellc
league.s As when, we.married we intended,;to, have children.and,as.. Terry's work.for
Ireland naturally,came: before everythlng else,vwe waited .yntil; after,my,25 th [
At_blrthdam (June 8th. ) as.my.father long-dead had, left.me.money which I wag.only .
to get)if, unmarried or marrled with.the, consent ‘of my" ‘mother. Naturally my i
mother did_ everythlng she could tolprevent .my . marriage., We,K took.the money, rel
-uctantly as we, both hated prrvate property and thought, that.most of the evils
of the world, came, from this. ,After all;England's case-was, that Ireland was her
prlvate property, and therefore a domestic questione.. 1 :. .. =i ta w3 9o
We were married on Jjune 9th.;1n Bromyard.a tiny .place.
I had not.believed.in the. doctrlne of. the .roman. Ca~tholic religion since I was
guite.a-young. girl but. Iqremalned formally & member.of;that Church;as \I;hadno.
objection to them as.an organisation, .Later;when I had.seen more of the: -world .
and was less ignorant, .I.left them publicly.. .This:wasiat-the time: :0fithe ; ::
civil war, 1n~1922.u,1 «consider..everybody has-.a,right to.whatever;religious:-
beliefs they, think; rlght of to the.Freethinker ideal.which is mine.>It is-:a
private;and personal matter.,.lt is extremely wrong.when,religious bodies.:. .
interfere.with:-the government, of  a_country.as they,do;in Ireland. +today.. ;e
Some.of .the .Velunteers.who had been deported. in I917 .escaped-backyto-Ireland.
We . wanted to do.the.same; but wanted first.to.be married.as Terry wmight:have. .. .
been arrested., I.went to London to:interview our-Irish Organlsatron theres wc '
The .Self, uetermlnatlon League.,:I.met Art_ O!Brien.and.] think;Seé&n:MacGrath,.; '
rhey 1aughed -when.they.-heard that we wantedyto go back, but:notaseparatelp.\.h“
Just.after:we were.married.and vere going- anyhow the-deportation order was:lifted
Dick.Mulcahy.who.was .one, of»Terry 5. best.friends: (Tomas, pMacCurtain and'Fred ¢
Cronin were.the.others):.came-over.to. be.-our best -man.. Naturally.Terry's sisters
wére there;. Annie was.one:of_ my: brldesmalds,and Geraldine.Sullivan who.at that
time was a very dear friend of mine. B T N R LR S TR TR
On-arriving..in Dublin.,with Terry, I met:De Valera for-the first time;rialso. Pierce
Beaslai, the latier took.off his hat to show-us ‘his‘;shawen hedd;:-fhe. had Jjust

been released from Pena]_ _servitude,

- X . s
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" We went to visit the Eéin MacNeills! It struck me that whereas in Cork

only working class people or at anyrate those who worked for.a very tiny

- living were volunteers, in Dublin there were people llke the MacNeills.

I was personally for the working class people.

After this we went to Ballingeary. It was my first v1sit to this beaut1fu1
place. We were in a farm house near Siobann a Taggart (I am"afraid spelt
wréng). She was a very famous Irish speakiér. When she was telling you a °
‘story in Irish she broke into verse guite naturally. I loved Ballingeary..

We returned to Cork and had a small house on the Doughlas Rd. Sean O'Hegafty.

** and Mid lived not very far from us. I also then met for the first time P.S..

and Mina O'Hegarty with Sean 0G ‘a.‘most beautiful baby in a pram. The O'Hegarty
s!', Terry, Fred Cronin and a few. others had formed the Cork Celtic Literary
Society very many years before. A little group of pioneers.

Terry was arrested and was for a few weeks in Cork jail in October I917.

It was on the day of his arrest that I knew that I was pregnant.

There was a short hunger strike of ‘a few days when the prisoners were released.
Bob and Mrs. Una Brennan who had done such wonders in Wexford for the cause,
and another prisoner whose mame I think was Synnott stayed a few days with -

us, After this Terry was out every night and all Sunday drilling volunteers
It was also during this time that the memoirs o& Sean Dun an old Cork Fenian
were written down at the dictation of the old man, by Terryé-Diarmuid pfxx,
O0'Muréada, his son in -law,and published with the help of Sean 0'Cuivy -

Terry also published a small volume of his poems where I was some use in
reading proofs. Terry did not enjoy drilling volunteers, he hated militarism
and political work,If Ireland had been free and the condition- of everyone
satisfactory, he would have written principally poetry, and he would 11ke to -
have been a librarian. He told me this often. ' T
At this time Terry went every month to Dublin to theCoiste Gnotha and at the
same time privately to the meetings of the Volunteers. 'I am I am glad to say
no judge of military matters, but it was said by those who are that it was the
“funitions Terry brought every month from Dudblin that made the war in the South
p0551ble, unlike the®16 Rising when they had nothing.

We had a childrens' party at Xmas with a tree. '

“In March Terry was re'arrested under the cat and mouse act.- I never went with

- bim to Dublin on his monthly trips, this was to save expense, but I did by

great luck go this once, I think it was principally because I wanted to get
the clothes for my baby in Dublin. We were having tea in the Clarence Hotel
on the quays when the porter arrived and said to  Terry that two gentlemen
wanted to see him "officially" he added. He was no doubt what was then called

- a sympathiser, it is now fellow traveller. Terry told me to comé up to our

room at once and emptied his pockets, he also gave me a verbal message for ‘
Sean O'Hegarty and Fred Murray. Then he went down and the detectives took him.
Sean 0'Culv came soon after to see Terry by appointment, he found out for me
where they had taken Terry and also advised me kindly ‘to give him & rug and
Pillow. I crossed the river to the bridewell. I saw Terry who asked me to find
out where they were going to take hém. He said I had to ask the Lord Mayor
which I did not want to do as we thought him far too proBritish. Howeber of"
course I did I dont remember what he said I dont think I got any information.
-Sean 0'Cuiv who knew the detectives personally found out the they were sending
Terry to Belfast. I then went immediately to Cork with a very heavy suitcase
.full of erms. I had telephoned on the noght of Terry's arrest., When I arrived
at st. Itas' Sean O'Hegarty was there to meet me andlfgl wﬁ@mwéhl. I next car

nd
‘-ried a cardboard box to the nursing home M'S* Blu
- ' - !
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Mrs. Blundells' where I was going to have the baby, all the way I was followed
by a policeman. I was terribly sorry that he did not ask me to open my parcel.
'T went the next day to Belfast and visited Terry daily in the prison. It was
difficult at first to get in,one had to have permission from a magistrate.
I stayed with a Mrs. McNamee. Joe Conolly and Demny McCullagh were very kind.
Then Terry was moved to Dundalk, here everything was easier. I lived with a
$;-Jholunteer family near the jail. railway people. Kieran. I went to Cork for
P”T&Phe birth of my daughter(taken from me aged I4 by the Dublin so called courts
of justice.) Terry wished the child to be born in Cork. He was in Belfast
-Jjail again when I took her to see him aged 6 weeks. Annie MacSwiney went with
me,and Dick Mulcahy met us at Kingsbridge and took us across Dublin to Amiens
St. looking after everything. - - B
: In August- IS9I8 Terry was released and retarrested on the doorstep
of the prison, then taken to Lincoln prison, he was there when De Valera escape
=ed and knew how it had been done, he naturally refused to tell. I was the only
person in Cork who did not ask him. I never asked these kind of questions.
He was released in March I9I9. Then in the general election of‘I9 elected
as Teactra Dail, he did not want th#s, he did not like polities although in
those days the Sf{nn Fein politics were clean.
After Terry's release I went to live in Ballingeary. Terry was only
able to be there for part of each week as his duties kept him in Cork.
My daughter Maire was nine montha old and we both wanted her to speak our own
"language from the first. Terry of course spoke Gaoluinne fluently, and had
even studied the highly difficult rules for writing poetry, in prison, he had
-no time outside.

; We were there until the following winter. I was soon a' fluent
speaker, and then went round with the pram{sometimes down precipices) to all
the old Irish speakers who knew no English. It was then I got the Fdinne.
Terry of course had it already. ' ) '

Here I am afraid is a blank in my memory. Except that I was ill.
(_L\had been before and only found out about tenf years later that it was cuased
by’ food poisoning. I used to be quite incapacitated,} During my well times
I was active naturally in the movement and the language. I spoke nothing but
Irish for two years. oo : :
All this time people were being arrested,homes were being raided. The bishops
were fulminating against the volunteers, excommunicating people, and refusing
absolution and the sacraments to men and women in the movement. But no one
gave im. Terry was an extremely orthodox Roman Catholic, and. in religious
matters he would have obeyed the Pope without questioningl but not in lay
matters., 1920 T )
In January ,(Imay have the exact date wrong) Terry said to me that as’
then-was to be a new mayor elected did I not think Tomas McCurtain would be
the.best person] he did,1 too. After he had been a short téme in office the |
Black and Tans came and knocked at his hop#tat 4. A.M. amd murdered him in
the presence of his wife and children. Mrs. McCurtain was pregnant, this kifled
the babies (twins,and she had always wished for twins),the birth came much laty.
-er fortuneately in a good nursing home or she would have died. -
All the details of this are well known. We Irish had at that time
a civil Government, Irish mayors and corporations, Irish courts of justice, axe
even police to keep order. This worried the British government more than the
war I think because they could not say it was murder. After Tomas' murder
‘Terry thought he should take his place, it meant of course the end of his life.
‘He was arrested in August 1920. at a seg}on of the corporation in the tg%n,ﬁgll
the . . . j
.°> 'S being Presert.. o )

-
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“1. and my littde daughter were at a'tiny' little place on the sea coast near

'¥oughal when this happened, Terry had been going to come to' stay with Hﬁ;j“
‘cn the day he was arrested. He said to me when we were leaving. "I dog} sée

-

X
-

why. 1" should not have a holiday Dick Mulcahy is having one, shall I ¢éme to.
¥ou or ' not?" I said, "you may as well] usually at this time we were ot open
-1y together because I was a mark by which theé English Imperialists’and there
allies Irish Imperimslists and Redmondites would find Tcrry‘apd'h}ﬂi him
but at’this juncture they knew &ll the hiding places so that he ‘was'not much
worse off with us,’ TR : o A el b
. I went to the courtmartihdl in Cok Barracks. Mary MacSwiney chme)to the
little place we were at and took charge of the baby during ‘this' tifie. :

'

military’ or lay, but Terry said he would defend himself because. he was. Mayor |

a b

of' Cork electéd by the will of the peopleThere weré three irdictmerts.’

pusthird. Terry said that of course he had-the code and was able to'use it, butf‘
“J%that he was the only person in Cork entitled to both these things, or somebody

3:Z:Ha§ing_a police code was one,being able to use it was another; I forget the

U,

authorised by him whiich the British were not. ¢

teken to England in s.submarine and brought to London’arriving'at two. in the

mokning for fear of demonstrations. -In Brixton prison the Miss MacSwiney's-

‘and 1 took it in turns to be with him all’ the time during the dayL'nis‘twd
‘brothers at night, and -his great friend Rrea'Cronin,'a married man with a
big' family who left everything to do this. One of 'the greatest workers in the

_cause: of Irisn Independence who never wanted  any 1limelight Whilst' Terry was’
" theTe the &5sistant doctor in the prison asked me to ask my husband to 'take

“Th Irish Government did not- do.this: It was not* until after Terr®'s death 'anal

t

fooﬁu-i did not ‘resent this I understood. He said "He wmight bg releacsed permar
entdy injured, you might have more-children and this might efizét” them.™ I said

I kbhd been thinking this for the past two years but that: I-never interfered
with  my- husband' in a matter of conscience. "I wisi my wife were like you"said

At this date the Voluhteers did not recognise the -British alien cbu;tg'ﬁhethe?

+ 0 He had already-at this“time been on hunger strike several days. He was

tﬁ@jddctbr,’and neve&?aske&'me'again. I naturally tried to save Terry's' Yife.

on’arrival in' London 1 asked art O'Brien if the B.0. intended to release him,
We of course had our own secret service who told us these things. " Art’ said

"nbl at ‘present, of course they map change" I therefore- sent & letter to the
herds of the Volunteers Dick Mulcahy, Cathal Brugh, and I Torget the third;(&
‘saidl it did not matter which of thegthe ledter reached,) faying that Terry in

my opinion was more valuable to Ireland alive than desa (naturally ' I could' not

give expression to any personal wished) and would they'éhink’of Giving him an
ordler to give up the hunger strike. ' Then something very  unpleasdant happened.

th&t of two.of his comrades in- Cork prison that' they called off the'strike.
Terry became deliriosus. during the last Tew days of his life and had to be-
given morphia. His died:as all the world knows on October 25thy 'Until these
lekt few days he was perfeetly élear, in fact some 6f his best friends said ’
alhost more so than in ordinary- 1ife. ie said to me once that he had often
suffered from the fact that the Volunteers objected to his going into action
id ambushes etc. because they ‘considered him too valuable, but- he said to me
1 feel this is as dangerous & heads L S S
Dlring the time in Brixton we also learned that the R.C. Church wanted 'to ex
~communicaté Terry on the grounds that he was committing' suicide, they only
desisted’ from doing this because TeTrry's hunger strike and 'Ireland¥s cause

wedt so well put before the'whole world, and evefybody knew:that he only-desired

H

¢ . g X 1
© be Teleaced from prison , As U B il L‘“‘*’M E:‘:‘W -
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1 was invited to Washlngton D.C. by the Edltors of the New York Nation.
1 did not want to go to America at all, and naturally not .at such a time.
However various Irish people in London said I ought to go, so I wrote to
Arthur Grlfflths(Leas Uactarain} and he sent me a wire "urge you to go" .
This was a pollte command. 1 thought that I had better chéose my sister-in"
law M,.MacSwiney as my companlon, it was.usual to go in pairs. I dad not blame

 her but she had been very difficult in London (not with mé but with the Irish

-i?

orgaization there). I therefore made an appointment with Arthur Griffiths T
who was practical and kind. It was my one meetlng with him. He understood the
situation and asked me if I knew Harry Boland, I said I dld. "Well" A. Grlfflth
said,"he is in the U.S.A. and will see to that.'

We went from Cobh. I was terrlbly ill all the way over. On arriving’ at
New York we were besieged by journalists before landing. Fortuneately A. O'Brien
had taught me interviewing in London but I-had- not yet had to- interview 20 .
together. Faussel who was our consul in New York also came on to the boat, -
On landing Harry Boland’ and many. other Irish were there to greet us’ offlclally,
and 1mportant Americans. ‘We would have been killed several times over by kind @
-ness. We were taken to the St. Regis Hotel and millions of people wanted .
to see us. ' Jane Adams, Doctor Gertrude Kelly, and of course our hosts the -
Villards. Mrs. Frances Villard widow of the founder efif the New York Natiom,
and daughter of Garrison who was tarred and feathered for protecting the
negroes. I stayed the night ‘with her on my subsequent Yisit in '23 and joined
the Womens' League for Peace and Freedom founded by her and others durlng the

»
A

.. 1914 war., I'am still a strong Pacifist.

. After a few days we' went to Washinvton with Harry Boland and others. When
there we stayed with Mr. ‘And Mrs. P. Drury and met Senator David I Walsh,

Senator Borah and several other important people. Doctor McCartan who was our
official representative took me round Washington to show me that beautiful

. ¢ity. Dr. M@Cartan did wonderful work’ during those yeare,so did De Valera.

While in the U.S.A. Harry Boland showed me the famous Russian Jewels, rubies
ans sapphires to the best of my recollection. They had been given by their

_owners. the Soviet Government to the Irish Republican Government as securityr-

for a loan made by the Ir1sh R.G. to’ the Soviet. G. It was shortly after this
that Dr. McCartan visited’ Soviet Russia officially. '
o We received wonderful kindness from all Americans who were very pacifist
and .idealist in those days, one hopes this ‘'will return,
' We testified before the Comm1531on in Washington constituted to enquire
into the atrocities perpetrated by the British Government in Ireland.
We were a¥ a ‘friendly evening party at the Villards with a German

Christmas tree. Mrs. Henry Villards' daughter a very clever child, ppoke some
words of Irish in our honour. I was given the freedom of the city of New York,
not of course for myself,but to honour and in recognition of Terry's heroic
flght.

Back in Dublin Jan.Feb. I921 the war was raging, people being raided,
taken out and shot,, curfew. My daughter .had been staying with my mother in
Bork, she was now of course with me in Dublin. In the summer of I92I was the
Truce. De Valera, Bob Barton, (who had been in pénal servitude) and others
went to London. D.V, negociated with Lloyd George. I met them all in London,

I was on my way to Germany where 1 was going.for: the first time. I and my
German girl friend followed the Treaty negociations at fever point. 1 was mot
in Wlesbaden f6r polltlcal work but for medical treatment. It was the time-
of the allles occupation of the Rhineland, Wiesbaden was occupied- by¥ the
French troops and & lot of civilian French were there. I did a lot of work
for the
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amongst. both French end Germans. I wrote to Sean T 0O'Kelly who was
our dlplomatlc representatkve in Paris (an honourable post in those days)
and he sent me propaganda in French at my request, there was nothing in

+ ' German. When 'the Treaty was signed with England it was ,the-greatest even
personal tragedy that 'had’ befallen me up to that time. - I llttle dreamt of
what was to come later.

I was salone as far .as. anybody was concerned who undenstood the -~

Irish situation. I wrote a letter: card to Seén T O'Kelly saing that
if the Treaty was accepted it would be the worst calamity that ever
had happened fb Ireland._This was read 1n ;the Dall subsequently at the™”

\lL‘.‘

Treaty’ debates.‘L" . o
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Fortuneately there are others like 'him.in diff?rent parts _éf the world.
"If it were not so our ‘life would be unbearably a?o@;nable.xl

+ Nevertheless it ‘is~hard to do Terry justice. T
He was of middle height, strong, neither very thin or the opposite.
He had’ raven black hdir and an olive complexion. I think his eyes were his
most remarkable featuré, rather light blue they, é had anexpression of idealism
I could never describe. None of his photos are like im." I think what res
-embles. him most-is the portrait of John Mitchell ydung(w@o'Terry had a very
great admiration for). that is almost exactly like Terry except that the  Jeimihe
lower part of the face is a bit thickér or larger in Mitchells!' portrait.,
There is a description by Chief Justice Russell of his seeing Mitchell on -
the coach going from, Newry to Drogheda. Russell was. of course a little boy.
His description.of Mitchqlls"appqarancq‘iq&gxactjy like Terry.
But apart from appearancel! - He was of course”fer absolute separation from
England everyone knows this. But with him it did not end there. Nor was
an Irish speaking Ireland’ encugh.; He wanted justice. I am certain that" if
he were alive today he would not turn his back on the first Irish const$tution
to which he had sworn allegiance. He would "Cherish equally all ‘the children
of the nation." He would have been horrified at the rich.people lay and
clerical in a country governed by an Irish Dail, .and equally horrified at

. the lack of education and welfare. T B .

He was absolutely straight and self sacrificing, and I remember how ter:
ibly the state of corruption in the workhouse and the asylum in Cork worried
him when hqﬁwgs Mayor. He said to me once that if only that was clean it woulk\
be a greater load off his mind than anything else. But at that time it was
the Redmondites who were corrupt, not us. . '

Terry was not always serious he liked a good joke and fun. I remember
him dressing up to play charades at Mrs.0’Rietsdets uh Gl o5 Xices - s
Terry was eminently reasonable. Also he could speak quietly to his greatest
opponents. He had been years working in the wholesale depaﬂﬁent offfice of -
Dwyers' where by the way they had to stand. He had 'had a man at each side of
‘him abusing all his ideals the whole day. He said this taught patience. )

I believe I only saw him lose his temper once. This was when theé police asked
me to sign a form in Bromyard. Part of this was the law as the war was on,
but they asked me to continue to fill out the part that only concerned aliens,
Terry flew at them., ' : ' S

' Years before I knew him he studied for his degree in philosphy. He told
me this himself. He was hard at work all day and studied in the evenings. He
got serious headaches and was advised by a doctor not to work late at night.
He then took to going to bed at &'0'clock after his tea, and getting up at L
two. First of all he had a good fire, he thought this made him go %o sleep. ;
50 he studied without in the freezing cold. : s - T
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WUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-215
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RNO. WS, [37)

STATEMENT BY MRS, TERENCE MacSWINEY,

c/o_National City Bank,
College Green, Dublin,

and 78 Rue Blomet, Paris XVieme,

The first national occasion at which I was present
was a public meeting in memory of the Manchester Martyrs
at the Grand Parade, Cork, in the autumn of 1915,
Seén MacDermott, Terence MacSwiney and Peadar O hannr achéin
spoke at it. Sefn MacDermott was the only one of the
executed leaders of Easter Week whom I ever saw. I wes

interested in the national Sinn Féin movement before then.

In 1914 after the outbresk of World War I,
T answered g call for girls to train as nurses at the
South Infirmary, Cork, %0 nursge wounded aoldiers,
T realised, young asi I wae, that the need for nursés would
be great as the war was bound 10 cause oriminally appalling
suffering. I had no romantic interest in soldiers whom
I had glways hated even as: a child, My motive must have
been purely humenitarian. ®hen I realised that my course
of action put me down as pro-British I gave it up at once.
iy family, of course, were completely Imperialilst,
conservative, capitalist, and roman catholic, These were
the ideas that were instilled into me and carefully
fostered. @e were all sent to school in England, because

we would meet only “"common people" in Irish schools.

-~ -

I think reading Sinn Féin and Irish Volunteer
newspapers was what enlightened me, and also the wonderful
principles and high moral standing and self-sacrifice pf all
men and women in the Nationalist Sinn Féin Movement,

This contrasted very favourably with the people I had been
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brought up with.

I was -the youngest of a famlly of six with a big gap
bétween me and the next to me. I was kept' completely
isolated as a child, not gllowed to play with other
children, or even to speak to0 people outside the family,

nc one was; considered "good enough',

I was seventeen when I left my snobbish convent

'school at §t. Ieonard's, Sussex. I had learned literally

nothing there but class differences and how %o be a lady.

I never assimilated either.

I had suffered since the age of four from seeing the
appalling soc'iai conditions, especially among the children.
The Irish movement, besides fulfilling my nationalist
aspirations, seemed to me at that time to also solve that
great wrong. I got to know the MacSwineys and others in
the movement about '14-'15, but I think it was the
newspapers r;aore than anything else which converted me to

the Irish Nationalist Movement. '

I read Connolly's *gorkers:' Republic%, Arthur Griffith's
"Nationality", "Scissors and Paste", "The Spark", and
MeNeill's; "Irish Volunteer" every week. I aleo became
immediately interested in the Irish language and got
Norma Borthwick's wonderful little books "Ceechta Beaga
Gaedhilge". It was in Liam Russell's shop in the Grand
Parade - that I got these papers and books, You met everybody
there. He was a Volunteer and all the heads of the
Volunteers ~ CoO. Cork Qommandant Tomds McCurtain;

Sefn 0'Sullivan, the Gork Gity Commendant; Iiam de Réiate
and occasionally Terry McSwiney used to be there. It waes a
meet ing place for people of that kind. There was another

little newspaper shop kept by two sisters, the Misses
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Wallece, but I think it was a little later I got. acquainted
with that, though I think it was going all the time. The

Misges Wallace were later connected with the Citizen Army.

It would be gbout- the end of 1915, I imagine, that
I bécame actively interested 1n the nationgl movement.
I met Debra FPrench at her uncle's, Professor Stockley,

and she was: deeply involved in the G@aelic movements,

I became g member of Cumann na mBan. either in the end
of 1915 or the beginning of 1916 and attended the meetings
at different places. I used to visit the MeSwiney's house
in Victoria Road. As far as I can remember, Mary McSwiney
was the President snd Miss Noré O'Brien who had a hat shop,

was Secretary of Cumsnn na mBan,

I remember Terry (I think in January 1916) being
arrested and tried for a speech. He was let off with a fine
of one shilling and many of his friends, including
Seén MeDermott, sent him a shilling, I did too and his

slsters told me afterwardsthat he kept mine., He was a

.- Technical Teacher at this time and used to organise the

Volunteers in the county. Previous t0 this he had béen

working as an accountant in Dwyer's. He organised a strike

~of the workers which was successful in improving their

condition, His family were very poor. Mary was: _teaching

et St. Angela's in Gork, and .Axmie' in the Isle of wWight.

_ Terry left Dwyer's sbout a year after the sirike and became

a Technical Teacher which enabled him to do the work he
wanted to 4o with the V?olﬁnteers. About a year before the
Risiﬁg he gave up his teachling altogether and devoted
himself entirely to organising the Volunteers. He was

especlally active in the Bandon snd Ballinadee areas.

Liam de ROiste and especially Dénel O Cesllachiin,
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(who was also a Volunteer and was a Technical Teacher)

should be able to tell sbout gll this better than I can,

On one of th;e occasions before Baster on which
I visited McSwiney's house, I met Allice Cashel who was very
active in the preparations for the Rising. She would know
gll sbout that period and hefore. Dbnal § Ceallachéin is
gnother person who was active then and would be able-to
give a complete account of the events of thaf t ime, He is
now employed in the E,S.B. and liwing in Dublin at "Céilin

Mara", Seafort Avenue, Sandymount.

A short time before the Rising I was in Dublin and
I must have had-a message for Terry, because I waited for him -

in Parnell Square outside the Gaelic League offices (25)

. end after giving him whatever message I had, I asked him was

something going to hsppen and he said %any day".

We all knew that the Volunteers marched out t0 the
couﬁtry on Easter Sunday, taking two days' rations with them,
They came back some time on Monday, I cannot remember when,
Although I came from such a frightful family, the Volunteers
always treated me very well and trusted me, even
Sefn O'Hegarty who was a very suspicious man. I afterwaz;ds
learned that Terry distrusted me before he met me, (because

of the family I came from) - he was right.

I should mention here that Michedl O Cuill, who was,

I think, from Cill na Martire, when he found that there was

$0 be no rising in Cork, welked to Dublin. It must have
taken him the rest of the week, because the Volunteers wsre
gll arrested after the surrender and in the Rotunds Gardens
when he arrived. He was deported with the rest to England.
In 1920 when Terry, who was Lord Mayor of Cork, was in

Brixton, he suggested from Brixton that Micheidl of whom he had
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a very great opinion and who had been helping him in Irish
language matters, when he was Mayor, should act ss his

successor.,, I think Michefl is still glive,

The events in cbrk during BEaster: could be better
described by other people than myself, although I was in and
out of the Volunteer Hall all the time. On the Monday our

c.oachman came into the house and said "There is war in Dublin'.

T imaglne I went oul then to see what was happening in Cork.
Everyone of the staff at home was gll for the Rising and for
me and egainst the family. My eldest brother was a great
admirer of Sir Edward Caerson. It must have been that time
my family gave up speaking to me altogether., I was alone
with my mother in the house for two years and we were not
speakiné to each other, She considered the Volunteers were

c:owards and criminale of the deepest dye.

It was towards the end of Easter Week that the
Volunteers surrendered their arms, Some of them gave up
wooden instruments wrapped in stuff and kept thelr rifles.
During the week on my vwisits to the Volunter Hall, I often
saw Terry and Tom MeCurtain, I think they were still hoping
that something would happen in Cork. I think they were very
much concerned sbout mgintaining discipline and morale smong
the Volunteers, The surrender of the grms put an end to

sny hopes: they had.

Mary McSwiney was arrested at St. Angela's on the
Monday of the following week, $he was teasching a class of
small chilidren when 1t happened, Zhe was of the 0pinién
that the children were expecting it. kiss Q'Brien was slso
arrested., They were the only women, The Volunteer leaders
were also grrested. e Bishop and Mayor had made an _

sgreement with the military which promised no arrest.
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Mary HcSwiney went up next day - Tuesday - teo the
school and one of the nuns, probably the Reverend NMother,
said to ber that they "thought her- own good feelings would
have prevented her from coming back®. 50 she went home
and 41d not go back again., After some time she got a
Tet ter from the Reversnd Mother sagying that they "had no

-

intention of dismissing hert,

I think it was the next week that all the Volunteers
throughout the counfty weme arrested and brought into Cork
Faol. The city Volunteers were glso picked up one by one.

I was telking to Tomfs MeCurtain one day and when he went
baeck t0 his home 1In Blackpool he was arrested and the next
time I saw him was: in Richmond Barracks, | I and many others
went to the Bishop to protest about the Volunteers' arrest,

I déid not know him, I cannot remember what he said,

I learned afterwards, a year later, that Terry was very

~annoyed with him on account of the arrests and would prefer

not to see him,  Tom#s McCurtain said to me that he did not
expect Dr. Cohalan would be made Bishop because he had
acted as arbitrator far the Volunteers. lr. Butterfield,
the lMayor, had acted with Dr. Cohal an.

-

The exeécutions created a revulsion of feeling in Cork
as elsewhere. The news was posted up on the pavement' in
front of the "Qork Exaniner" office, day and night, and the

crowd gathered to read 1it.

I came to Dublin to see the prisoners wb.o had been
moved up there from Cork, ‘I went to Richmond Barracks and
found a Sergeant’ Major who when he heard my name was Murphy -
his own name -~ edmitted me at once and anyone else who
happened to be a Murphy. I saw Tomfis and, I think, Terry
and the Lynchs from Mion&n Bridge near Bandon, These were

Diarmuid's brothers, Michedl and another. The latter had
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not been a Volunteer and 1like many, was arrested by mistske,
but Michefl had done a 10% with his motor-bicycle.  Michedl
is:, as far as- I know, still living on the farm at Hion&n
Bridge.

They were deportéd then and I was back in Cork and
those who were Interested in the Volunteers -‘probably the
MeSwiney's among others, asked me to find out gbout the
National Ald Fund which was just starting. I went to
Dublin to Eccleas Street where Loulise Gavan Duffy was
teaching and to Min Ryan in Ranelagh Road. I a&lso saw
Debra French who put-me on to Mrs., Wyse-Power, I did not
achiéve very much, chiefly because the organisation was only
beginning. When I went back to Cork there was a meeting of
sympathisers; in the ¢ity Hall t0 start a branch of the

National Ald and g Comnittee was formed.

about the end of lay, Sefn O'Sullivan who was the city
commandant , and had up to then escaped srrest, asked me to go
to England to wisit the different prisons where the
Volunteers were interned, as-no news or communications
were coming from them, ]l was g free lance, hut I hed no
money at all. The Volunteers gave me £5 and I went to
Iondon and visited Wendsworth Prison bringing cbmférta for
the prisoners. There were not many Cork men there. I asked

t0 s8ee Arthur Griffith but he was not gllowed 10 see me,

| I saw Ginger O'Connell and Douglas French-Mullen. I camot

remember who else I saw, but I saw several. I then went to
Wekefield where most of the gork Volunteers were. I spent

a week there. I had a permit from the War Office which made
things easy for me., But other vieitors.had difficulty.
Towards the end of the week e#enybOdy was gaining admission.
Debra French was: among them. She had wired to me to let her

know whether it was possible to see friends.
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" I went to stay in Cambrldge about Christmas 1916~1917.
hile there I read in the press that Terry and some of the
other Volunteers; who had been released after 1916, had been
re-arrested. Although we had corresponded there had been
no thought of an engagement between us, I wenit then,
however, to try end find Terry, first to Shrewsbury, where
an English soldier told me "They were here but they're gone.
you'll never find them", Then I went t0 the Lawrence
Ginnells in Iondon, whose kindness I shall remember: t0 my
dying day. FNaturally they were in communication with the
prisoners; they always were, Lawrence Ginnell was for
years called "the member for Ireland", because he was the
only one of the Irish members of the British House of
gommons who had not sold himself to British Imperialigm

and Capitalism. I should like to emphasiese this as it has
been convenlently forgotten in Ireland today. Nrs. Ginnell,
old and 111, who s0 ably seonded her husband's work and made
it possible at; great personal sacrifice, has not been

gsupported by the Irish Government.

I returned to Cambridge end found & wire from Terry
who had had the same thought as: myself. It was from
Bromyard, Hertfordshire, where he was with Seén Nolan from
Gork. Tom&s MacCurtain end Peader O hannrechfin end enother
Volunteer (I am afraid I forget who it was-,) were in ledbury
quite near. They were gll not in prison but ﬁad to report

regularly to the police.

We got engaged at once, This was Februsary. My
family were, of course, wiolently opposed to my marrying
Terry; +they looked on the Volunteers as murderers. and
crimingls. A year before the Easter Rising Terry had given
up his job as technical teacher; he did nothing except
drilX volunteers and work for the Gaelic ILeague. &s when
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we married we Intended to have children, and as Terry's #ork
for Irelsnd naturally came before everything else, we
waited until after my 256th birthday (June 8th), as my father
long dead had'left'me money which I was: only to get at 25

if unmerried, or married with the consent of my mother,
Naturslly my mother did everything'she could 0 prevent my
marriage. We took the money reluctantly as we both hated
private property and thought that moaﬁ of the evlls of the
world czme from 'this. After all England's case was that
Treland was her private property, and therefore, a domestic
guestion. We were married on June 9th in Bromyard, a tiny

placa,

!

I had not believed in the doctrine of the Roman
Catholic religion since I was quite a young girl but
I remained formally a menber of that Church as I had no
objectlion to them as an orgenisation. Later when I had seen

more of the world and was 1ess ignorant I left them publicly.

‘This was at the time of the Civil @ar In 1922, I consider

everybody hes a right to whatever religious beliefs they
think right or to the freethinker ideal which 1s mine.

It 1s a private and personal matter. It is extremely wrong
when reiigious bodies interfere with the Government of a
country as they do in Ireland today. gcme of the
Volunteers. who had been deported in 1917 escaped back to
Irel and. We wanted to do the same, but wanted first to be
married as: Terry might have been arrested. I went t0
Iondon 0 interview our Irish Organisation there - The'
§elf Determination leagne. I met aArt O'Brien and I think,
Sefn lNacGrath. They lsughed when they heard that we wanted
to go back but not separately. dJust after we were married
and were golng anyhow, the deportation order was lifted.
Dick Ilceghy, whov?as.one of Terry's best friends

(Tomfs MacCurtain and Fred Cronin were the others) ceme over
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to be our best man. Naturally Terry's sisters were there;
Annie was one of my bridesmaids, and Geraldine Sullivan who

at that time was a very dear friend of mine.

On grriving in Dublin with 'i?erry, I met De Valera for
the first time, also Pierce Beaslai; the latter took off his
hat to show us his shaven head, he had just been released
from penal servitude. We went to visit the Eoin MacNeills.
It struck me that whereas in Oark only working-class people
or at any rate those who worked for a very tiny living were
V‘olunteers,.in Dublirn 4 héipr e were people like the MacNeills.
I was personally for the warking-class people. After this
we went t0 Ballingeary. It was my first vislt to this
beautiful place. We were in a farmhouse near
Sicbh&n a Taggart (I am afraid spelt wrong). She was. a very
femous Iirish speaker. When she was telling you a story in
Irish she broke into verse quite naturally,. I loved
Ballingeary. a

- We returned to Cork and had a small house on the
Douglas Road. Seén O'Hegarty and Mid lived not very far .
from us, I aiso then met for the first time P.S. and
Mina O'Hegarty with Sedn Og, a most beautiful baby in a pram.
The Q'Hegartys, Terry, Fred Cronin end a few others had
formed the CGork Geltlic Literary Society very many years

befare - a little group of pioneers.

Terry was arrested and was for a few weeks in gork
Jail in October 1917. It was on the day of his arrest that
I knew that I was gregnanf. There was a short hunger strike
of a few days when the prisoners were released. Bob and
Mrs. Una Brennan who had done such wonders in Wexford for
the cause, and another prisoner whose ngme I think was
Synott stayed a few days wiith us. After this Terry was out
every night and all Sunday, drilling Volunteers. It was
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7'\aallso during this time that the memoirs of Seén difn, an old

Cork Fenian, were written down at the dictation of the old
man, by Terry asnd Diarmmid 0 Murchadha, his son~in-law,
published a small volume of his poems where I was some use
in reading proofs. = Terry did not enjoy drilling |
Volunteers; he hated militerism and political work.

If Ireland hed been free and the condition of evaryone
satisfactory, he would have written principélly poetry, and
he would like 0 have been a librarian. He told me this

- often.

At this time Terry went every month t0 Dublin to the
Coiste Gnétha and at the same time privately to ther meetings
of the Volunteers. I &am,Iamglad to say, no judge of military
matters, but it was said by those who are, that it was the
munitions Terry brought every month from Dublin that made
the war in the South possible, unlike the '16 Rising when
they had nothing. |

We had a children's party at Christmas with a tree.
In March, Terry was re-arrested under the 'cat and mouse'
act. I never went with him to Dublin on his 'monthly trips;
this was to save expenée, but I did by gréat“ luck go th}s
once, I think it was principally because I wanted to get
the clothes for my baby in Dublin. We were having tea in
the Clarence Hotel on the Quays when the porter arrived

and said to Terry that two gentlemen wanted to see him

- "officially" he added. He was no doubt what was then

called a sympathiser, 1it: is now fellow traveller. Terry
told me t0 come up t0o our room at once and emptied his
pockets. He also gave me a verbal message for

8eén O'Hegarty and Fred Murray. Then he went down and the

detectives took him, sefn O Cuiv came soon after o see
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Terfy by appointiment. He found out for me where they had
taken Terry and also advised me kindly to give him‘a rug
and pillow. I crossed the river %o the Bridewsll. I Baw
Terry who asked me to find out where they were going to
take him, He said I had t0 ask the Lord Mayor, which

I did not want to do as we thought him far too pro-British.
However, of course, I did. I don't remember what he sald.
I don't think I got any information, Seén O Cuiw, who
knew the detectives personally, found out they were sending
Terry t0 Belfast. I then went lmmedigtely to Cork with a
very heavy sultcase, full of arms. I had telephoned on
the night of Terry's arrest. when I errived at St. Ita's,
Sedn O'Hegarty was there to meet me and all were well.
I-next carpied a cardboard box to the Nursing Home,

Mrs., Blundell's, where I was going to have the baby.

All the way I was followed by a policeman. I was terribly

sorry that he did not ask me $0 oOpen my parcel. I went the

next day to Bﬁlfast and visited Terry dally in the prison.

It was difficult at first to get in - one had to have
permission from a magistrate. I stayed with a Mrs. McNamee,
Joe Comnolly and Denny MeGullough were very kind. Then
Terry was moved t© Dundalk. Here everything was easiqr.

I lived with a Volunteer family near the jail, rallway
people - Kleran. I went to Cork for the birth of my
daughter (taken from me aged 14 by the Dublin so-called
Courts of Justice). Terry wished the c¢hild t0 be born in
Cork. He was in Belfast Jall again when I took her to see
him, aged Bix weekg. Annie MacSwiney went withlme, and
Dick Mulcahy met us at Kingsbridge and to0k us across
Dublin to Amiens Sireet, looking after everything.

In August, 1918, Terry was released and re-arrested
on the doorstep of the prison, then taken to Lincoln prison.

He was there when De Valera escaped and knew how it had
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been done. He naturally refused to tell, I was the only
person in Cork who did not ask him. I never asked these kinds
of questions. He was released in March 191.9. Then in the
General Election of 1919 elected as Teachta D4la. . He did
not want this; he did not like politics gelthough in those
days the Sinn Féin politics were clean.

After’Terry's release I weﬁt to live in Ballingeary.
Terry was only sble to be there for part of each week as his
duties kept him in Cork. My daugher Maire was nine months'
0ld and we both wantéd her t0 speak our own language from
the first.. Terry, of course, spoke Gacluinne fluently,
and had even studied the highly difficult rules for writing
poetry, in prison; he had no time outside.

We were there until the following winter. I was soon
a fluent speaker, and then went round with the pram
(sometixiles down precipices) to all the bld Irish speakers who
knew no Engiish. It was then I got the Pdinne. _Terr:f, of
course, had it already.

Here I am afrald is a blank in my memory. Except
that I was ill. (I had been before and only found out sbout
ten y.ears later that it was caused by food poisoning. I used
to be quite incapacitated). During my well times I was
active naturally in the movement and the language. I spoke
nothing but Irish for two years.

. All this time people were being arrested; homes. were
being raided.. The Bishops were fulminating against the
Violunteers, excomminicating people and refusing absolution
and the sacraments t0 men and women in the movement. But no
one gée :i.n.. Terry was an extremely carthodox Roman
Catholic, and in religious matters he would have obeyed the

Pope without questioning but not in lay matters.
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In Jamzery, 1920, (I may have the exact date wrong)
Terry said to me that as there was t0 be a new Méyor elected
did I not think Tomfs MacCurtain would be the best person?
He did, I too. After he had been a short time in office the

Bléck and Tans ca.me and knocked at his house at 4 a.m. and

‘murdered him in the presence of his wife and children.

Mrs. MacCurtain was pregnant. This killed the babies (twins,
and she had always wished far twins); the birth came much
later fortunately in a good Nursing Home or she would have

died.

All the details of this are well known. We Irieh had

at that time e civil QGovernment, Irish Mayors and

Carporations, Irish Qourts of Justice, even police to keeﬁ

order. This worried the British Government more-than the

war I think because they could not say it was marder.

After Tomés' murder Terry thought he should take his place.
It meant, of course, the end of h'is life. He was arrested
in August 1920, at a session of the Carporation in the Town
Hall, the T.C.8. being present.

I and my little dasughter were at a tiny little place

on the seacoast near Youghal ﬁhen this heppned. Terry had

been going to come to stay with us ‘on the day he was arrested.

He said .to me when we were leaving, "I d_on't see why I should

~not have a holiday, Dick Mulcahy is having one. Shall I come
"to you or not?". I sald, "You may as well". -Usually at

this tlme we were not openly together because I was a mark by
which the English Imperislists and thelr gllies Irish
Imperialists and Redmondites would find Terry and kill him
but at this Jjuncture they knew all the hiding places so¢ that

he was not much worse off with us.

I went to the courtmartlal in Cork Barracks.

Mary MacSwiney came to the little placé we were at and took
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charge of the baby during this time, At tﬁis date the
Volunteers did not. recognise the British alien —c:Ourts',
whether Bi1litary or lay, but Terry said he would defend
himself because he was Nayor of Cork elected by the will of
the people and therefore representing them. There were
three indictments, Having a police code was one, being
able to use it was snother. I forget the thirgd, Terry
sald that of course he had the code and was able to0 use it,
but that he was the only person in Cork entitled to both
these things, or somebody authorised by him, which the
British were not.

He had already at. this time been on hunger strike
several days, He was taken to Bngland in g submarine and
brought to London, arriving at two in the morning, for feer
of demonstrations. In Brixton Prison the Misses MacSwineys
and T took it in turns to be with ' him all the time during .
the day, his two brothers at night, and his great friend
Fred Cronin, a married man with a big fam:l.l& who left
everything to do this, one of the greatest workers in the
ecguse Of Irish Independence who never: wanted any lLimelight,
Wilst Terry was there the assistant doctor in the prison
asked me to ask my husband to take food, I 4ld not resent
th:ls‘. I understood, He said, “"He might be released
permanently injured, you might h‘éve_rﬁore children and this:
might affect them", I said I had been thinking this for
the past two years but that I never interfered with my
Husband in & matter of conscience. "I wish my wife were like
you", said the docior, and never asked me sgain. I naturally
tried to save Terry's:. life, On arrival in Iondon I asked
Art O'Brien if the British Govermnment intended to release
him. We, of course, had our own secret service who to]'.qi us
these things. Art said, "Not at present. Of course, they
may change™, I ther'eforé sent a letter to the heads of the
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Volunteers - Dick Mulcahy, Cathal Brugha and I forget the
third. (I said it did‘not-ﬁatter which of them the letter
reached) saying thst Terry, in my opinion, was more valuable
to Ireland alive than dead (naturally I could not give
expression to any personal wisheg)‘and would they think of
giving him an order to give up the hunger strike. Then
something very unpleasant happened, The Irish Government
did not do this. It was; not until gfter Terry's death and
thet of two of his comrades in Cork Prison that they csalled
off the strike, Terry became delivious during the. last few
days of his life and had to be given morphia. He died as
all the world knows, on October £5th., ﬁntil these last few
days he was perfectly clear. In fact, some of his best
friends said glmost more so -than in ordinary life. He said
to me once that he had often suffered from the fact that the
Volunteers: objected to his going into action in arbushes, etc,
because they consldered him too velusble, but he said to me

"I feel this 1s as dangerous and more sov. —F

During the time in Brixton we also learned that the
Roman Catholic Church wanted to excommunicate Terry on the
grounds that he was: commltting suicide. They only desisted
from doing this because Terry's; hunger strike and Ireland's
cause were so0 well put before the ﬁhole‘world, and everybody
knew that he only desired to be released from prison, so that

this wquld have made them ridiculous,

Portunately there are others like Terry in different
parts of the world. If it were not so our life would be
unbearably abominsghle, Nevertheless it is hard to do him
Justice. He waslof middle height, strong, nelther very thin
or the opposite,. He had raven black heir and an olive
c:omplexion. I think his eyes were hils most remarkable

feature, rather light blue, they had an expression of
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idealism I could never describe. - None of his photos are
like him. I think what resembles him most is the portrait
of John Hitehell, young (whom Tex"ry had a very great
adniration for). That is almost exactly like Terry excep?
that the lower part of the face is a bit thicker op larger
in Mitchell's por.tréit. There 1s g description by Chief
Justice Russell of his seelng Mitchell on the coach going
from‘l\rewry to' Drogheda. - R-usseli was, of coursé, g little
boy. His démription of Mitehell's appearance is exactly
like Terry. But apart from appea.i'ance.' He was: of course
for gbsolute separation from England - everyone' knows this,.
But with him it dld not end there. . FNor was an Irish-
speaking Ireland enough. He wanted justice. I am certain
that 1f he were alive today he would not turn his back on
the first Irish Constitution to which he had sworn
allegience. He would "cherish equally sll the children of
the ngtion”, He would have been horrified at the rich

people, lay and clerical, in a country governed by an Irish

D&il, and eqgually horrified at the lack of education and

welfare,

He was absolutely streight snd self-sacrificing, and
I remenber how terribly the state of corruption in the
Workhouse and the Asylum in Cork worried him when he was
Mayor. He said to me once that if only that was: clean it
would be a greater load off his mind theh anything else,
But at that time it was the Redmondites who were corrupt,

not us,

Terry was; not always serious. He likeda good joke and
fun, I remember him dressing up to play charades at
Nrs. O'Riordan's in Cork at Christmas. Terry was éminently
reasongble.  Also he could speak quietly to Enis greatest

onponents. He had been years working.in the wholesgale
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department office of Dwyer's where by the way they had to
stand, He had had a man at each side of him abusing allhis
ideals the whole day. He said this ta:ught patience.

I believe I only saw him lose his temper once, This was
when the police asked me t0 sign a form in Bromyard. Part
of' this was the law as the war was on, ;out they‘ asked me to
continue to f£ill out the part that only concerned gliens.
Terry flew at them,

Years before I knew him he studied for his degree in
philosophy. He told me this himself, Hs was herd at
work all day and studied in the evenings, He got serious
hegdaches and was asdvised by a doctor not 'tovwork late at
night. He then t00k %0 going to bed at 8 o'clock after
his tea, and getting up at two, First of all he had a good
fire; he thought this made him go to sleep so he studied

without in the freezing cold.

I was invited to Washington D.C. by the Editors of
the "New York Natlon", I did not want to go to America at
all, end naturally not at such a time, Hovrevef, various
Irish people in London said I ought to g0, 50 I wrote to
Arthur Griffith (Leas Uachtardn) and he sent me g wire
"Urge you to go".  This was a polite command, I thought
that I had bettér choose my sister-in-law, M. MacSwiney,
as'my companion, It was usual t0 go in pairs., I aid not
blame her but she had been very difficult in London (not with
me but with the Irish organisation there). I therefore made
an pppointment with Arthur Griffith who was prectical and
king. It was my one meeting with him, He understood the
situation and asked me if I knew Harry Boland, I said T did.
"Fell", arthur Griffith said, "he is in the U.S.4. and will

see t0 that!,

i¥e went from Cobh. I was terribly ill all the way
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over. On erriving at New York we were beseiged by _
journalists before landing, Fortunately 4 O'Brien had
taught me Interviewing in London but I had not yet had to
interview twenty together. Fausset, who waé our ¢onsul
in New York, also came on to the boat. 'On landing,
Herry Boland and many other: Irish were there to greet us
officielly, and important Amerlicans. We would have been
killed seversl times over: by kindness.  i® were taken 10
the 8t, Regis Hotel and millions of people wanted to see us.
Jane Adams, Doctor Gertrude Kelly, and of course, our
hoats the Villards; Iirs, Frances Villard, widow of the
founder of the "New York Fation", and d‘aﬁghter of
Garrison who was: tarred and feathered for protecting the
negroes. I stayed the night with her on my subs-eé_uen‘h .
vislt in 1923 and joined the Women's League for Pesce and
Freedom, founded by her and others during the 1914 War.

I am still a strong Pacifist.

After a few days we went to Hashington with
Harry Boland and others, when there we stayed with
Mr. and Mes, P, Drury and met Senator David I. Welsh,
Qenator Borsh and several other important people.
Doctor MeCartan, who was our official representative, took
me round Washington to show me that. beautiful city.
Dr. McCartan did wonderful work during those years, s0 did
De Valera. uwhile in the U, 8,A,, Harry B'olalld showed me
the famous Russian Jewels, rubies and sapphires %0 the
best of my recollection. They had been given by their
owners, the Soviet Government, to the Irish Republicaﬁ
Government as security for-a loan made'by the Irish
Repuwblican Government to the Scweiet Government, It was
shortly after this that Dr. lcCartan wvisited Joviet

Russig officially.
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We received wonderful Kindness from all Amer@cans
who were very pacifist and idealist in those days. One

hopes this will return.

We testified before the Commission in Washington
constituted to enguire into the atrocities perpetrated hy
the British Government in Ireland.

e were at a friendly evening party at the Villards
with a German Christmas Tree, Mrs. Henry Villard's
daughter, a very clever child, spoke some words of Irish
in our honour., I was given the freedom of the city of
New York, not of course for myself, but to honour and in

recognition of Terry's heroic fight,

Beck in Dublin, January/February 1921, the war'waa
raging, people being raided, taken out and shot; -curfew,.
¥y daughter had been staying with my mother in Cork,

She was now Of course with me in Dublin. In the summer of
1921 was the Truce. De Velera, Bob Barton (who had been
in penal servitude) and others went to London., De Valera
negotiated with Lloyd George. T met them g1l in London;

I was on my way to Germany where I was going for the first
time, I and my German girl-friend followed the Treaty
negotiations at fever point. I was not in Wiesbaden far
political work hut for medical tregtment, It was the time
of the Allies' occupation of the Rhineland. Wiesbaden was
oceupied by the PFrench troops and a lot of civilian French
were there, I did a lot of work for the Irish Republic,
amongst both French and Germans, I wrote to Sedn T, 0'Kelly
who was; our diplomatic representative in Paris (an
honourgble post in those days) and he sent me propaganda in
French at my request. There was nothing in German.

fhen the Treaty was signed with England it was: the greatest.
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even personal tragedy that had befsllen me up to that time,
I little dreamt of what was t0 come lgter.

I was glione as an1= s anybody was concerned who
understood the Irish situation., I wrote a letter-card to
Sefn T, 0'Kelly saying that if the'Tr;'eaty was accepted it

x would be fhe worst calamity that ever had happened to
Ireland. This was read in the D&il subseguently at the
Treaty Debates.
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