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Statement: by Michael Josqph_Ryan }

LaneLboro, Co. Longford,
bl y '
t :
I joined rhe Irish Volunteers early in 1917. I was

in tﬁé’VolUﬁtegrs durlng the Plunkett elections. We

H
formed a Company in Lanesboro. It was Patrick McCrann,

Juﬁioq, P.M. Clyne and I who started the Company. Clyne
| ! '

- .
was.appointed Coy Commander. I was appointed 1lst Lieutenent

and McCrann was ond Lieutenant. We had about thirty men

inpthe Gompaan We hed a few_Ser#ice Rifles; Long lLee
I
Enfields they|were, which formerly belonged to the National
I T
Vo}unTeers. 'We had different instructors at various
: L
A

times. Thosa’instrubtors had had experience in the

‘ British Army.-; Patrick Steadman and a man called Scally,

who's | other name "I cannot now remember, and another man

1]

namea Murphy wére amongst the ones I recollect now.

Those |men weré members of the Volunteers, but could not

be 6alled active as they were mostly old men.

I
- I attended the convention for the selection of a

candidate for;%he North Roscommon election. Father

O'Fianagan atténded this convention which was an Irish
Pérliamentaryione. We were anxious that a decision on

a lcandidate Jhould be unanimous and that Count Plunkett

should be the,man. Father O'Flanagan delivered a great

speech to thefﬁonvention, but despite this the proposition
|

WJS'turned down flat. Father O'Flanagan then left the

' 4 . .
convention and| we took him on our shoulders and carried

x
himlthrough the streets. This was in the town of Boyle,
1
and’ this incident was_really the start of that famous
‘ s
election in H:th Réécommén.

! |

| - |That evéning we | returned to Lanesboro and held a
m%eting atlcujragnroe, which is just over the Shannon on
|

the Roscommon side. Father ¢'Flanagan came with.us to

| | )
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!
this :meeting. ?o‘aﬁ?ract the attention of the people to

‘thislmeeting we| set fire to the furze bushes and heather on !

the Mount Dillon Bog|where Bérd na Ména now have erected

a ca?p fortuni;prodnrtion} Charlie Gunn presided at

this'neeting." He was actlally a supporter of the.
f ' 1 . .
Parliementary Party and did not realise what he was

. | L
presiding over. He was afterwards a good supporter of

ours, The meéting was principally organised by Patrick
Mccnann, Sehio%, of Lanesboro , and Patrick Greene of
Gumrafnroe; :é wa.s e|tremendous success.

i traveJied all over North Roscommon with my own
_ c%r -kcars were a fare_commodity then. On these
jeurneys I waeiaccompanied by Frank McGuinness of Longford,
Geonge Gefaghﬁ& of Roscommon, Patrick McCrann of Lanesboro

and several others. We organised and addressed neetings

and formed units of the Volunteers everywhere we could

get & chance.,
o
this itime which covered the whole countryside some couple

There was an extra heavy fall of snow at

b
i

of feet deep. ' We used this extensively for publicity
.purpéees. Weiwfote our "Slogans" in huge letters in the
spow (on the ﬂihlsides, fiiling in the letters with
blacksmiths 5éhes téfmake them stand out. This was a
great sucees@l&s it stood out so vividly you were'more or

|

less compelleq to read it,
S :

There were three candidates in the field for this

election. Féunt Plunkett represented Sinn Féin, Jasper
Tully, an Independent candidate, and Devine was the
Parliamentary or Redmondime man, A local poet wrote in
the snow on jthe side of the hill near Strokestown: -

"Den t vote for Tully,

.

! 6 Iyou willl quly

" The|name and fame of the men who died,
| |

T Tullﬂ

F s mixture is not a fixture,

n

And so is 'Tom Devine's"
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Sa

Tully| was noted for changing his policy so &8 to be,always
I ( ; | .
with [the w1nn1ngls;de. Pountl?lunkett was returned at the

head oﬁ the poll

After this

went all over the County Longford and

Rostmﬁon for&in units”of the Volunteers. In Longford

= =~

we hdd al meeting ovor NeGuinnesa's boot shop. Fresent

at thié meeting hés ToﬁlReddﬂngton, Hubert Wilson, Sean Duffy,

! i
M.F. |Reynolds, nbp Reilly, from Ardagh, Francis Clarke,
|

Pat McCrann, Jusior, end, I think, P.}l. Clyne was aleo there.

N .
At [this meg'ting Thomes Reddington was appointed 0/C.

of theZLongfordJB&igéde. The other officers sppointed were

Michsel [Connolly, Francis Clgrke and Jim Flood to the staff.

|

. ]

I camnot - not fiow - put them in their positions or
| 3 .

appo?n%menﬁs. :At this- time there were a largs number
 of Volunteer coﬁpanies existing in the county, but no
copcre%e_qrganii%tion of battalions existed. aftexr this

the organisstiop |0f the Volunteers into battalions csme

into| being. Thé local ares became the 3rd Battalion.

B.li.| Clyne wae jappointed 0/C. I wes eppointed Vice 0/C.

-

The adjutant wep Patrick McCramn, Junior. Thomas

:
Gibbons | was qua Ternaster. The companies were Lanesboro

or Rathecline. M. Clyne was captain. Newtowncashel -

compaQy commandler - Captain Dan Donnelly, Keenagh
t : . |

Company| - Jimmi Husseyias captain, Ballymahon Company,

’ﬁ:'.":-@*—-tm':-—.*‘a--—ﬁl BB ¢ = v T

FPatrick| Kenny,

! .
|
We|did thg

oughney Company - Captein J. Ivers.

I —

hasual drilling and training - recruiting

and searching fio

B
-

arms and so forih. J.B. PFarrell,

who “as the prot rietor of the "Longford Leeder" and

--'d ——

Memblor bf Parlilipent £hr Norln Longford, published in

his paper some [ge:

!

thinlg remarks abouti the leaders of the
I | .
|




Sinn!Kéin and :rﬁuntjer movements.  The Bishop of
Long%ord, Mosﬁ FFV. D%. Ho%re, who himself was a supporter
of | the Parliaﬁ?ftary ?artyl took gxception to this, and
inla statement; S%id ﬂ? was!neither christian charity nor
journalism. .i fi |

JDuring the election in South Longford the activities
of | the Voluntegrs were mainly in pfotecting meetings,

voters to the
element of ex
British Army,
alloﬁnncés_fn
of | Longford.
ver&ihostile
The Volunteer

such weapons
|

T was th
thch was :
Lon

arms amongst

13

gfbrd, on

L
v

to the Courth
the ‘various &

boxes| in the

|

remain inside

election was

recount - a br

Th

VTlid
|

whe?

ié mistake

votes &

the err

Pariiamentary
élrea

ones

"separation

|

fl

=TT

[¢) pmesr—n—

Plac
the night of the voting.

this guard.

-

(o}
ﬂ
i
|
c
'

Lin

[
t

was found out by checking the number of

>:‘£evealed itself. -
%

dy bedecked wi

! .
omen®™ were kicking up hell.
I '

canvassing votérs, and arranging for the conveyance of

|
'polling stations. There was a large
*ﬁritiShJArmy soldiers and "hangers on" of the

'énd women whé were in receipt of sepafation

oni the British Army, in and around the town

iwhen meetings~were held there those were

ﬁé'us - using stones and other missiles.

always: went armed with hurleys or other

ﬁo these meetings.

'10/C in charge of the Volunteer Guard
%d.on the ballot boxes in the Courthouse,
We had some small

The Ballot boxes were escorted

t
1

use by Fhe Volunteers and the R.,I.C. from

|
s
| és. ~The R.I.C. also had a guard on the

l
ﬁrthouse. The R.I.C., however, did not

the Courthouse whereas we did. The

lost by 37 votes, and later won by 13 on a

ldle of 50 votes having being overlooked.

[ |
?dlspoimed votes against the number cast

So certain were the

Party that they had won that the town was
| .

JA their flags, and the Sinn Féin

|

]! .
had nearlyidisqppeared, and the B.A. element and the

Then. when the

correct reéuﬂ% %aé declar?d the reaction was. terrific.
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n

'it ﬁqrposely

o I . °-

| After tFT my car was confined to a radius of twenty
< ! '
I
.ertlon there (was & great scarcity of petrol as
|

|
it &ae severeﬁyuratloned and controlled at this time.
!

| |
Prior, to the election I proceeded to Dublin, and there

j

]

: |
of the County Inspector of the R.I.C.

. J 4[
secured 80 gallons in 40 tins. I got this petrcl in a
' |

sawLmilLs'where it had been concealed under a pile of saw

’ i
t I don't Kknow ‘now where this mill wes or who owned

.. | As far es I can remember it was through the
i R

|
i

iTstrunentallty of Michael Colllns I got this stuff. The
a

me night t&a% I got this consignment we went to

Carrick-on—Shannon and seized about the same quantity, or

sométhing more, from the local 'Shell' agent - a man
o
named Roddenﬁ This gave us a good supply for the election.

The - ,police never discovered how we got our petrol supplies.

P . The Clare'election took place in June 1917, I

went to Clare on a Saturday night 1n company with Frank

McGuinness, Dr. Robinson, George Geraghty, P, J McCrann
and Bridget Iyons wno was a medical student ‘at this time.
I|hellped to Iorm units of volunteers in County Clare, which
incidentallyqis ny native county. I put on faked

1ndentif1cation numbers on my car when going down to Clare.
\ ,

Seveﬂal timeg the R.I.C. held me up. i gave them various

names and alﬁ

sorts of fake information. They never
could trace me. N
! \ ! : 1 I |

{ One day,%ﬁile driving my car from Ennis to Tulla,

I|had Joe Mc%ﬂath and Sedn Noonan as passengers. At

Spancil Hill|we were involved in an accident with & horse

and'cart. , ?He man who was driving the horse was thrown

|

off the cart ‘and appeared to be severely injured.  This

meniturned. 1Q to be a coL51n of the Parliamentary Party's

1

cendidate, PJddy Lynch. It looked like as if we had done

% ! T pulled up my car and Joe McGrath, who
| | )
y

[
was smoking a

farge pipe,|left this on the folded hood




A

()]

7]

1]

wh

mané and on 1)
fir%. Thére
outit

' leaé given by

)
-~ S

he was éabting out.

|
|
| . 8.

1

When we attended to the injured

a;ltu.rning to the car, we found the hood on

‘was po| water available and we had o beat
|

Fhis wag'

McGragth and cthers.

released from

.

|

|

{
he fire w}th our capﬁ.
= | ,

prison hair chts.

de Vailera arcund every polling booth in the area.

phe first occasion on which I had met Joe

Mchihness; deivalerq, Sedn Milroy, The Plunketts, Joe

Some of those men had only been

lgail and were still wearing portion of

their prlson Flothesp and all had the closely cropped

The day of the electlon I. brougnt

On the

day of the ccrnting, de Valera was on the Courthouse
S i

Steps| in Epnis discussing with the opposition candidate,

. | ,
Paddy, Lyneh, Lpat the results of the election might be

and

visited every
1 )

f

- . ' i
where he hé@ visﬂted on polling day.

Dev., sald he had

polling station. Lynch remarked, "It is

no wonder if &ou win when you had a man that would do

that for you®.

N ~l-‘

The result of the election waé a

landslide in {favour df Sinn Féin,and was actually the

tur%ing point

l

|
and!companiec
!

twenty to on

|

-as the rest‘of the country followed the

Thﬂs covered all the principal

activities dLming 1917

| In 19187the first big item was the conscription crisis.
When jthis thré%t to our liberties took place the

étrength of thé Volﬁgteers increased by leaps and bounds,

|suddenly increased their strength from
’hundreh and|fifty and higher in & few days,

Abvo t this tlme the Cumann na mBan was started around

Lan?sboro, anh the women set about making bandages and first

aid |dressings

men who joine,

u:;ual at the
[

Tt;ll lyvranmla g

=

Up to this we had been swearing in all
the Vclunte?rs, which I now believe was N7
ime. ||One night during the crisis, and at

hbol, which |was our assembly point, my
| ‘
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1

t)

martial

|
takeni
;

beingls

1
|
c
i
| .
werd 71
ruled !
for|a|p

Gollins

Volu

ja]

LOUE « Sy . S~

to th

[N
2

carr

becsy

£

in the 1g

Guinness 8

i H

i
! }
'

|
I

attenflrn was dipswn to/ithe fact that two Protestants had been

in to the V¢1unteers by the company captain without

orn. I ogjedted to this and there was & guarrel-

the cap aln anﬁ me. ' T was struck with s heavy stick

WNCONS i fus foﬁ a couple of hours. This caused a

opfﬁa-w—

%1 Volunteer unit. I reported the matter to
i .

| b ' .

nd, as .a result, Mick Collins ceme down from

! , : ;
and h#ld;a:courﬁmartial on the company casptain snd me.

. . : H |
It Guinne§s Wwas witp Mich:Collins. The Voluntesrs who

C—

! Wb L. ) ) 1 2 : :
tnesses |gave their evidence individually. Collins

that botl of us be suspended from holding officer rank

|
eriod off three months. I was wearing uniform and
1

remoﬁeolmy ran? marklngs from it. After the court-

Il

’ theiccﬁdany, ﬁncludlng Clyne end me, as ordinsry

)
ers, mayghed th H ough maneuboro under Collins and back
i ‘

sahool gizain. ﬁhls succassfully ended the splis. I

on with my activities in the Volunteers, but Clyne

L
[ ' .
-inactive{ahd took no further part after that. Frank

Glanke was now Eppointed'company commander and P. McCrann

was |app

there
and | T
Longt

areas

|
2 I {
of Ballymshon ?L rick Kenny.

' held g fb:

ointed 1$t Llautenant.

i
i
iy 1

ome time |after my suspension of three months had expired

&g a'red ganlsatlon Qf the Volunteers in Ce Longford,
i i .
ag appointed battelion commander of the 3rd Battalion,

d Brigadgl. The !battalion was comprised of fthe company

o . J :
f Lanosh EO’ Reenagh, Newtown Cashel, Rallymahon and

= |
Flceﬁ in charge of Lsnesbore Company was
]

N I
¥« The |

i
ThomaT Gibbons Mho was |later followed in the appointment by
a

agh Comualv was Jim Hussey; captain of MNewtown Cashel
OonnollbL

Chapmad nd later st$ill by Nichael Farrell. Captain

-

The captgin of Foughney was J. Bivers, and

[T

1]

)
aboyt this time)

jade of‘the vattalion at Kewtown Cashal

J08 McGuinness inspected the different

, ! L e
companies. Thils was during the conscription veriecd. The

!
I
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[ 1]

[}

companie

B

| , \ R
| .

| |

|

5 were thien et full sftrength end the battalion mustered

¥
close onl 600 menJ.fﬁhen the'copscription.danger had blown over
1 ' i

i
|
a Yol of

mBan |w

|
!
i
|
™

at this

by oﬁhérs.' Wi ek

Ardagh,

. 1 i
officers who wefe superseded.

|

-

these me

re wWas a{
time an@L‘
L;
I

1
Sean Gaqlpy, Francis

The Cumasnn na

n' leftfus oq became inactive.

e
|
} |

8 algo:representfd stﬁongly st this parsde, a branch

a
being present flfn;each company area.

_ . . _
peneral reorganisation of brigade headuuarters

|
‘abouthix ofificers of the staff were replaced

Fl Coanolly? Hubert Filson, Leo Reilly of

Clarke and Psul Cusack were the

I sm not in a position to

give|the appointments oé the .staff held by those officers

| .
who replaced them. The

| '

R . . '
principal officers of the brigade were:

Tom Reddington, |[0/C.; Sean Connolly, vice 0/C.; Seamus Flood,
I ' ) :

brigade

Thj
princi% 1 officeg

Paddy McCrann we

and the

|
in the way of ap

belonged to the

!

remaiqﬁd in the

rebelﬂi

servi%e
|

rifles in the b
There was elso

ammunﬂtion for

|
Tor [tHe

There |w
supply
target

and the

interes

|

Traiping

When the conseri

adjutant
i

'

DI1e ﬁhi”

e e quit!
of this i
practi celyl

|
Voluqte%

ted, and [I.

|

> of a mi

s, and Ned Goqney, brigade quartermsster.

i f
steff off the 3rd baptaltpn consisted of the following

| '
s:- the ba?talion commandent was myself;

{
bt
! '
Lo | . .

F|v1ce—?omma?dant; Frank McGarry was adjutant,

. o |
quartan?bster &és Fatrick Farrell. We had very little

ms. We' took over some of the rifles which had

Redmond| or National Volunteers and which had

¥

_ | ‘
;apea and wers not surrendered after the
|

}ot, ?f far| as I can remember, was three

rifies.|i|In al;L we had about six or seven service

attalion area, not all of which were in repsir.

couple of Winchester rifles. e had no

e service rifles. We had some ammunition

! f
i
[
]
| I ]
Winches%er riflgs which were a service type of wesaspon.
e

| a few|»29 rifles in the area and a good

E f nb.
mmunition a with those we did a good degl of

e kept punch balls and bhexing gloves

[

rs in using fhose kept themselves £it and

n;this| way we| were able to keep them going.
! Y g

=

1itary paturLiwas active and intense.

ption crisis, was over our strength



L))

[ }]

9

fell |off bwaabcut 33% or more: All the officers; however,

remained acti?a.

|

Dﬁringfthe ?eneral‘@lection.in 1918 the Volunteers did

a tremendcus am;f:t of work, canvassing for votes, arranging

l
and employing trgnsport to bring votera to the polling

atations

and g rding the ballot boxee, end such work as

elections entail.J Early in 1919 the 1st D&1l sssembled as the

|
Governme

nt of thelcounmry and took over responsibility for

the VOlunteera and their activities. The Volunteers now becane

tha I.R

our men into the

ing them, end a

ik

A. Or A of the Republic. As we haed always sworn in

Volunteers;we had no necessity for re-swear-

fTring in wes only applicable to recruits after
{
|

that date.
|
Iﬁ rhe early part if the summer of 1919, two of our men
|
were |at an aeri hht in Drumliah. One of the men was Matt Brady

“l

N |

rrme—

|

They got 1nto conversation with two R.I.C. men and had some

drinksiwith them, .Later, th%y went out the road and attempted

ik

t0 diearm thc P 1icemen. In the scrummage that took place

[

for poasesaion ?f the riflea Matt Brady wes bedly wounded in

|
the - leg.

very a?u

againet

Co. Lo?g

i
Our

'

Brady's| sieter came to one of our meetings and was

| -
8ive toaarda ue, that we were not taking any action
\} . M
the pocher I-think this was the first casualty in
:; i}
|

ford. : ' { w

Brigadeio/c., Reddiﬁgton, made & mine which he

a .
at a brigade mee¢ting. This mine was made from a

prodﬂc%d
cartmwﬂe

very ann

ﬁhenahe‘had proc

|
ques tion

I
How gigh
in the a

el box. || I, asked him if he had tested it and he got
: |

‘E-'f“‘—"

oyed with me for doing so. He apparently thought that

ced it, it ahould have been accepted without

I

. He-never eeemed to forget this incldent afterwards.

t I was,'was proved afterwards when this mind was used

ttack aqlDrumliah barracka and failed to explode.

———

b

o
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i . 10.

¢

The police ¥ |evacuated a number of the smaller of their

I} ]

barracks land withd w the| garrisons with which they reinforced

I

the 1argqr atgtions.‘ All hhe evacuated barracks end other buila-~

i i
ings which| would ¢ suitable fo% occupation as such were burned

down by

had now

|
the I;R.A.l Thia &ook place gbout Easster 1919. The I.R.A

f

ﬁo take . ovarlthe policing of the country and this

1

entailed jal huge : ount oflwork on their part. As well as maintai

ing ordiﬂarw patrola, they kad to do crime detection, make

arrests,

] 1
‘and arrang for the detention of prisoners in secret

RN

places which canme [to be knowm a% "unknown destinations". Such

i

prisaners warb ﬁried;befoﬂe the'sinn Fein Courts which were now

operating effective

were responsible

Courits,.

time the pGOple had

and the

thruughodt the country and the Volunteers
|

;s% effact: 2

%‘giving effect to the decisions of those
ively waa this work performed that in a short

gainad complete confidence in the Volunteers

— B _ck
p'-_-:o:-_-tb_ -

COurtg and, all their complaints and ceses were teken to
i

them. The R.I.c. were 1gnpred oexcept by a small portion who

were supéortdrssofﬁﬁﬁe British lregime.

!
|

Tow?rda fhe end| of 1919 a general raid for amms %ocok place

|

throughout the c ntry by the I R.A. One of our men in Lanssboro
]

company

This occ#rred accdd
& shotgun. He rec
his hig.
and I 1The_n b:-_oruglhi

was badly wounﬂedlin the leg during one of those raids.

nwally -~ one of his pals let off a shot from

o ar—
= _“H-_O —

ved the full contents of the discharge in

He was tre ted 1oca1ﬂy by Dr. Robinson for a few days

him to Jervis St. Hospital in Dublin in my

I

car. He!remainéd there until after the Truce. He recovered,

——

but is 1;me and will be 8d for all his life. In this raiding

| i ll

for arms (we got nothing nicept’shotguna and such like. Most of

those guns warefax

1{

1quateh.weapona and of no use. We had

e

collected a 1ot;oﬂ those huns earlier on during the conscription

crleis.

: |
In the fa%%!

of thia year a big Volunteer dance was helad

in the Teﬂpefance ?all iﬁ Longford. Most of the officere at

The R.I.

].

-—

this dance and a good number of'ﬁhe men also were in uniform.

-

| ]
C. did not 1nterfere with us however.

I

1
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In the summer of 1919, [Ernie.0'Malley was organising the

I.R.A. along the Ga way—Roscomon.border- around Ballymoe. He

| .
was crosai})gl the b ng at Ballymoe one night on a bicycle when
he was surrounded by R.I. G.[ They closed. in on him from all sides.
Il
O0'Melley drew a. rev'lter and ﬁred at the police, throwing his

bicyele at others;.

The police flire& in return and O' Malley

received al bullet ‘,rqugh tPe palm of his hand which {ravelled
b :

up his arm making aix exit njear his elbow. O'Malley jumped over
the parepet| of the pridge inte the River Suck. The police: eaw

him gaining| the G_al_fu‘ray’ side. and immediately surrounded that area
and got reimfonce_megiztg. fz-om,' Gast:lereagh. O'Malley spotted what
they were ‘

succeeded in making

about a'nd‘ITi:am b?bk to the Roscommon side where he
’5the bank. He got in touch with Frank Simon

of Roscommon and Joe|Finlay. They conceeled him for some time

until theyl got a way of molv.ing hi:lm to Dublin.
Pl " ; '
It w%s not pOjlé ble to get la car in Roscommon to bring |
t

O0'Malley

llwy were ao woll watched. The police

guspected he was: 8{: 11 in 'the azlea. I received a dispatch via

a man nam?d McCra rwho wag & near relation of McCrann who was
1

vice 0/C. of the battalion: In this dispatch I was esked if I
could get O'Malley|to Dublin. I eaid I would, but that I would

|
not go to Roscommon for him es I would have to pass the local

At this time I had no car as the militery had

i
barracke to do so. ||
i

dismantled my - threo

military had removed. the magnetoe from the cars. I rigged up one

cars ﬁnd 1m$db11139a me in that effect. The

of them w?th a magpe to andlfakad registration plates. I sent
word to th:Bcomon F‘o have () Malley moved to the edge of the
Shannon| to |Killue : to thelreaidence of a man named Davis who was

also = brigadq of £§

n"‘“"‘—._.._

er. Davis was o0 a;-range to have him brought

il

across the Shérmpn to the I.omgro?d side and left in the house of

e — |

Charles|Martin of Blenvoher, Lamilaboro'. I got the car Bhoved
- ! e .

out of the [garage ﬁlndl up the read at about 11 o'clock at night.
l ' : . - .

This was J'to prevpnii. t:ha local po:ll.:lce from getting suspicious

Lr—




|
!
1
1
I
!

ehould they have hafr& 8
|

|

Martim’é house ' in
|

the car.

i2e

car running. I then proceeded to

When I errived there O'Malley asked me if I was a Volunteer

aend would I fight if we got me into & cormer. He sald ke had

stuff |he 'would not give up. I think he referred to documents

which [must have contained important matters in connection with

the Volﬂnteers. I| said I was

fight' He gave me a revolver

e Volunteer and that I would

eand a bomb. He had a revolver

hangiTg from a lanyard around his neck. He‘also had bombs

|
in his pocket onrthe unwounded side.

!

ngétarted immediately for Dublin. When about four miles

| 1
from;guiﬁingar we eat & cold cooked chicken which Mrs. Martin

had giveﬁ us, as|we would not wait to have a'meal-ht-her housse.

i ]
It would be near|l2 p.m. by now, but not long after dark.

| Y
We pr?ceeded on and Just when we had reached the Mullinga%

. Racec&urse wo mat about 10 or 12 R.I.C. men on the road on foot

patrol.: What appeared to be s Heed Consteble stood out on the

L
road and put up his hand and signalled us to halt. I

immediately eccelerated in an attempt to rush through. O'Malley

b i
1mmediaté1y drew
of th? cér, right

|
a pln from a

bomb and dropped it over the side

in the middle of the patrols I sped through

with: &aining spe@d. Althoﬁgh

policL fired and|'s

I t

I did not hear any shots the

bullet plerced the windscreen of the car,

making a neat hole but without shattering the glass.

|

We' had no fﬁrﬁmer trouble and got to the city all right.

wWhen %e'reached he city O'Malley ordered me to switch off my

il -
1 keep only my side or wing lights on. We

headlights and to
drove through th%
and I did not. |
called Joyce, E!
in what| part of th

i
me the revolver h

| '

d| bomb, but

|

deposﬁted C
|

seemed | to0 be

|

e city thils

ﬁity via laéea and by—ways which he knew

Malley at the house of a man

) expecting him. I do not know
' .
was. 0'Malley offered to leave

I declined as I considered I
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: : |
‘would be| beitter [off without them as I was driving end in a

Il Pl
forbidden car,wﬂ%l fakBJ numbere.

1
I
I N
{

. I
did not khrw ny way through the eity, but I told

I

O'Malley if I could get on to the ingoing tram tracks I could
find my way all right. -He volunteered to leave me on the: tram

tracﬁsiand etood.on the runﬁing board of the car. I had a

rug on |the car an? on loeking around I noticed it was missing.
1) I

I immediatelylpu}led;uphand O'Malley said he would go back and

get 1t | It had |apparently dropped off on the road. I
' ] ! -
ewitehed off theflightewof thie car. 0'Malley had only gone

when oﬁt of the ehadow I was approached by two men who turned

out to be two detectivew They questlioned me a8 to what I was

doing gnd where I was going. I told them I had come up with

a paJient to one!of the’ hospitals and that when I had got there
||

they rould not taka the patient in ae they had no bed and that
I had

"

lert him at a friend 8 house. I t0ld them I had lost a
rug Whﬂch had been around the patient and that I had pulled up
to see|if I could £ind 1it. Jult then I spotted the rug lying
on thelroad o ome|'short dietance back. I went back to gat it
and Jrit ae'Igﬁt there-& noticed 0'Malley spproaching it from
|

the ot@er direction. I signalled him to go away and he did.

I returned to thé car. |The detectives pointed out that I was

committiLg an oﬁfence by having a car parked without lights;
I said I had bee driving most of the night through lights

and tth I waa blinded from them. They then said I could go

ahead a%d I started oft-again. I mede my way home via Navan,

I

Oldcaetle and Granard wimhout further incident to Lenesboro'.
}

On getting the car into. my garage I set too and removed the

i
windscreen, capburettor and the faked registration plateas and

|
put them away;eaﬁel e I

|

ﬁeen taken in and out of the garago. 1t was

then|bmished away the tyre marks of ¥

where the car haﬁ'

daylight next mo ] ng when I hﬂd this task completed. The

local pflice applrentlleeter got wind of the fact that I hed

, I
the car eut and Tever approac@ed me or made eny investigation.




!

I
made anlapplicati

wag refﬁse?

()

=1h-

'
I
i
1

ikkeep a car by the police.

I

a peryit to
I
perﬂit and with this application I

n| for

had to submit my

the R.Iﬂcr did nc

|
police was Presta

|
d.
'

[}

made repeated applications for its return.

n

—

8 licence. -

r;ver' I was refused a permit and

return my driving licence, although I hsad

The DoIo of the

of Glenaherry fame. Previous to coming to

Longford he had been instrumental in the prosecution of Lord

Ashtogn for attempting to burn his (Ashtown's) place.

paid the County Coi

property it shoul
called to| the Pol

who said he thoug

have a ook,

numbeé offfiles which he left on his desk,

of thé fiies the
|

Crann, a leading

had m& suLpiciona

documents| in the
|

he D.I. lef

there, and went,

|
T

|
out I |[grabbed the

D.I. returned and

forwagdéd

recovered

written to the pol:

permit to
been sent| to the
remarks were as 1

recommeAd this maj

and an associafe

P.J. Mchannfwﬂo q:

|

In Septembenr

d

In

handwriting of a man I knew,

Sinn.Feiner in this district.

t
1

to me Iileft the office, much to my relief.

the licence back some days later.

purchas%
1

parcelsioffice at!

I had

nmeil for my liceﬁce and ag 1t was my
|

have been returned to me. Eventually I

ice Headquarters in Longford and met the D,I.

ht it had been returned to me but he would

?earching for the licence he turned out a
I noticed on one
He was P.J.

I naturally

aroused to see this man's writing on

possession of the D.I.

the office on failing to find the licence

presume, to another office. While he was

documents and put them in my pocket. The
on infqéﬁing me that the licence would Dbe
I
Mr, Crann had
ice on behalf of another man asking for a
shotgdn cartridges. The application had

ocal R,I.C. Sergeant for his remarks. His
, ;

llows:: "Under no circumstances would I

rmit, He is a rabid sinn Feiner

rote this application".

n| for aibe

Sf.M.J.TRyan, He is alsc an associate of

|
d to go into Longford to.the

1920,( I use

t?e ra??way sfation to collect the daily

i
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i

I '
i

papers. A yisa keffington was in cherge of this office,. I

3
L I
was speaking to h;r one hay a%d on going into the back office

I noticed & box of 500 shotgun cartridges which were consigned
. |

i

to Lord Granard. " |Lord Granard wae having a shooting party at

A

his estate soon after. Outside on the platform was Sergeant

} ‘
Reldy who was the Detective Sergeant of the R.I.C. and keeping

| : .
a watch on the cartridges until they were called for, I

slippéd the latch off the window and then left the office and

1 A
went down town and contacted our Brigade 0.C. - Tom Reddington -

and told him about| the cartridges and what I had done. This

was about: eleven lo'clock in the morning. We got a couple of

young?boyb to go ﬁp to tﬂe railway station and play with hoops
in thé stLtion yaré and to watch until the office would be
closeé and Miss Skeffingfon gone to her lunch. Miss Skeffingtu
would.lock the ofifice and hand the key to the Btation master,
When the office waa locked Sergeant Reldy would also leave.
The boys ;nformed,us that,all was clear and Reddington and I
then procéeded toc the station and took the cartridges out
throughlt%e window! and go} them away safe;y. I am sure Miss
Skeffingtgn knew guite well how the cartridges were .removed
but she was all right, being very much in sympathy with us.
The pol#ce did no£ attribute anything to me apparently and

never cam? near me|in their investigations.

| i :
About August, 1920, there were about twenty-five or thirty

soldiJrs encamped; on the banks of the Shannon opposite

Lanesboro| R.I.C. Barracks. Their duty was to guard the

|

bridge over the Shannon at Lanesboro, which was of the swing

IR I
1o 1affcrd rmjir'igation on the Shannon. They had a general

I &

service Fagon drawn by two horses which they used to get their

type t

aupplies out fro HLongf . When the wagon was due to return

| )

from Longford a rt of

soldiers were wont to proceed

'n cycles and escort it to Lanesboro. We

| +
l?der observation for some time and decided

||

towards Longford

o e e ——

had thii movement
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t
|

|
ty at Gowlaniand capture their arms and
l

to ambush this,pd
) |
ammapition. ' I to ok charge of

)

of about |seven or eight Volunteers. A8 well as I can remenmber

—n_.l
T

‘'the ambush party which consisted

we had two Service Rifles and the rest of the party were armed

with shoﬁguna.

We conqealed'ourselfea at the back of the fence along the

road, | There was a small wood there then, which has been cut

away siﬁce. The escort came in scattered formation, which

made the situation| awkward for us. We allowed the first or
leadiﬁg files of fhe escdrt to pass, and concentrated on the

rear fiieb. When| they arrived at the position we wanteq’we

shouted "Fands up™ at them and fired a couple of shots over
their heads. They surr%ndered when we fired. We secured
threewr;Ales and BLme .363 ammunition, not very much, and three
Army qyclpa. We:also tdok some uniforms off them and replaced
them éith!some of:our own civilian aftire. We wanted these
unifo;mé for future stuﬁta. There were no casualties on
either sihe. Weialloweé the soldiers to go free when we were
finié%ed %ith theh. The remainder of the escort who had
passed qn?before firing commenced did not interfere.
%eéﬁ_McKeon ?nd Séén connolly carrled out a reconnaissance

of Baﬂlymghon ReI.Co Rarracks with a view to capturing it.

I accompa?ied them. We viewed the back and front and went
| \

into thé %wo houses adjoining the barracks. One of the houses

was a a&ddler 8 hop and;the other was a private dwelling.

The one ,next to the barracks was the private dwelling. We

got into this houpe under the pretence of getting water for a

|
I

i got into the saddler's by pretending that
we wanted estimates for the repair of harness. Donoghue was
e

carbideglamp.

| ‘
the saddlLr 8 na | He'was Jery friendly and talkative.

H =

Gonnollq agked hi.I

if he raa %aying muich rent for the house

—F—

noghue showed him around the house and yard.

]

Afteriwé made our'plans that ﬁﬂght we decided we would get the

and sC ﬁorth and
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local Violu

Keenan |did! most of

!
rlace, bec

, . I
with Verey| Light eignals.

-17-

—— —— e e

!
|
|
nteers tﬁ:Tbtain-moféIinformation for us. Packie

this scouting for us.

We gnticipﬁte& that there Would be a big fight for the

|
ause at ihis time all the R.I.C. barracks were supplied
B

Ballymahon was situated between

the military atations of Longford, Athlone and Mullinganr. The

country, between Ballymahon and thoae poets was comparatively

flat and Verey Lights fired in Ballymshon would be visible to

any one of the three, We had to call in all the Companies in

South Loﬂgford and a good many from North Longford as well, to

i
put down la
leading to
this bJock

We dl
leading di

materiql!a

n elaborate blocking belt around the area, All roads
Ballymahon had to be blocked in depth - in some cases
ing exteﬁded to-h depth of up to fourteen miles.

50 put ambush parties on the blocks on the roads
rectly firom the military stations. All of the

t our dilsposal was in the Ballinalee area and one of

. I
our bié ﬂroblems was to have this removed to the Ballymahon area,

I

1.7

At this éime I was the owner of a six~ton Napiér lorry. Thig

lorry was built for the Bfitish Army by the Napier Company, but

was not de

; O ; .
livered jto them and on becoming surplus was purchased

: I
by me. ‘This lorry was exactly similar to the ones used by the

British Amy in evemy detail. | This proved subesequently toc be

an advanta
to get t%e
this time

at MOuntnu

]

ge and a;dieadvantage. McKeon and Connolly asked me

i }

mater111 from Ballinalee t0 Ballymahon area. At
contract for drawing stone from the guarries

I had a

I
gent, 00. Cavan, to Lanesboro, where a new bank was

4:: —

being built. I ent for,a load of stones to Mountnugent,
bringinginomasIG %\éna with méf I dropped Gibbons off in
BallinJlee and ga % Lim inatfﬁcﬁiona to have all the material
that was [to be sh ;téd at| McKeon's forge on my return. I then
proceege& to Moun ;1Lent and filled up my load of stonee; On
my return I picked!ug Gibbons at Ballinalee and loaded the
stuff qnftp the‘lcﬂ.i on pop othhe stones. We picked up

I




w

&

L

thirty

inecludi

to [forty ri

_17-
I
les, several bags of home 'made bombs,

|

. ]
né smoke.aﬁd stink bombs, and a couple of mines. ‘It

might beisaid that we had- everything roughly in the County or

|
Brigade area on the lorry.

moving

moving

would &

We got

took it ofr the 1lg
hands pléc%d it in
the buildi&g site

T

lorry and proceeded| towards Ballymahon.

;|

night ab

' |
1 & store in my yard.

NcKeon was against the jidea of

thﬁ stuff in daylight and also against the risk of

it in one complete asaignment, but I insisted that there
e ﬂeaa suspicion than it we travelled with it at night.
the sturf Jafely to oug ‘¥Lce at Lanesboro, where we

rry and with the assistance of the garage
I then proceeded to
and deposited my load of stones.

oht 11 gom. we reloaded the stuff on to the

;.

With me on the lorry

| |
were Pat 'Reilly and Hugh Curran and we picked up Tom Gibbons

‘ . ,
and Peter Skelly on| the road out.
aectioésio

Ballymahon area.

of the

all right,| but whe
what they Phought

scared

militapy;t%pe vehi
this paréy and giv,
We then ﬁnoceeded
Terlickeq.
ihe top ie
militagy tender co

nmaterial,

and%made of;

We;a

We were 10 meet three

f Volunteers ét three different points in the

,Each section was to take over a third part
!The first party were there to meet us

1

h we got near the meeting point, on seeing

| .
as & military lorry approaching they got

‘ ——

f. This was the disadvantage of having a
?50. ﬁe, however, succeeded in contacting
iné theim their portion of our consignment.

to meet]the second party. This was at

proached the hill on the road and on reaching

—

perceived what appeared to be the lighte of a

ming towards us, I was now in a proper stew

1l y

and there is no doubt about 1t the hair on the back of my neck

and headl itood up.
with them and run
I would lose my lor

£600 and whs no s

letting dorn McKeao

The lads on the lorry wanted me %o jump

it. Thﬂa meant that even if I got away

’-b-_

which eveﬂ .at that time was worth about

: BEO
3—4u

1 considera@ion. Furthermore I would be

"

—fp— i —

nd cﬁnnollg. If caught with the lorry 1
P
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would| probably

that I

was| al kind of ﬁiﬂitarf type|with a very large collar.

this specially

:

aroun?

rig tl

adopting an En{

theJl in

roaT %c

road o i
assisLed me to:‘
for MLllingai.i
lot o} trouble!.

}
I wentgd to and

wase | the
deliv?x

incid?r

to gove

Starctins work i

wi th %

slegp |on my pal

I gat back.tg 1

!

At this t§

morning I belie
1

|
4
'
i

1

my -neck

advany
ed the %
b

'—-"""_‘r- - T _
—_—

would chs

|
I . . 18,

je shotl I told the lads to jump for it and

nee gotting| through.

e I wag wearing e very special overcoat. It

I had

far dr%ving.! I pulled the collar wsll up

.gﬁd heéq. Tﬁe tender was‘a military one all
On coming to iL I partly stuck out my head and

ilish accent %o the best of nmy ability I asked
soldieﬁs' language if this was the right so and so
Mullin@éﬁ. ‘Tﬂey said: "No, you are on the so and so
Longfo%ﬁ"} Tﬂ?y guided me into Bel lymahon end

t@rn thg lorry and put me on the right road
'ﬁ%ter!?hey %ad gone I returned and with a

| A .
:succeeded in'gﬁtting in touch with the party

gave téemutﬁeir portion of the stuff. This

| ‘
%e of ﬂlving|a militery type vehicle. ife
1

ther pértion-of the consignment without furthe:

!
about ﬁivb o'clock that morning I proceeded to

This

the @rc

r up my

tram cax

d town §nd vicked up;the foreman of the Longford Arma

1|

i

1 | :
_ehed %¢ Dublin for four hundred gallons of
1 i f .
;sla pé fectly legitimate job. Mr. Delenay,

n?Solicitoréfor Longford and Cheirman of
P .

a
. ' { '
Longf%rd Arms (Garage Gq., had asked me to do this job for him
e

cially elected tg do the job early on this morning so &

i
racks, |so t0 spesk, in the Ballymshon area.
2 ) 8D )

)

r| the Orown |[Solicitor at this hour of the
ed woulld beja good alibi. I had a collision

1
in DubMin, which I attribute to the want of

e | The lorrthas only slightly damaged, and

barrackﬁ. I rwd

1

Thlat night

&

gford |with [y load of petrol all right.

ILjorocgeded ﬁo the attack on Bpllymahon

o
N

! ) ‘h'.'gn -
in chigrge of a party of Voluniteers in the
| e
3

Ly
| TRt

R o




grounds of the Prbtestant| Church, We only fired a few shots

altogether. The police surrendered much easier than was

expected and all Itheir arms and ammnition wene captured.

»;

¥

I wi;l leave the datails of this to be told by others who were

more involved thaé me. |

¥

1
'

On the way ho me I wag with Tom Gibbons who had been in

I
charge o; a squad-on one of the roads. When leaving Lanesboro

that night for thé dttack| I had given Gibbons a nearly new
bieycle %elonging:to a Volunteer named Long. Unfortunately'
this boy hadlplacéd his name on the .saddle bag in the slit
pravided for that-purpose; On leaving Ballymahon and

reaching the first bridge:on this side of the town we contacted
= ; | '
a party of Volunteers who| had a block on the road at that

point. They had! T prisoner with themn, He was & local

1
|
Proteatﬁnt, whom it
|
the towﬁ. He had

Givbons's bicycle'had come out' and we could not fix it at that

= hour of the morning. We took the prisoner's cycle and gave

hey had%held up and detained from entering
a bicycle. ' The bolt in the chain of

him Loné'e. Loné was 1n Lanesboro when we got there, When
we toldlhim about 115 cycie he.told us about his name being

[y
I
on the ﬁag on his! ' Long and Gibbons had to return to

Ballymahon and secure Long 8 bicycle. The man who had it was

very glqd to get his own-?ack and had not noticed the name on

i

-

i
the saddle dbag.

I
)

I ehbuld havie|mentioned that two nights before the attack
' | AONGFroRD'
lguard room of the Top Barracks, was ralded

A
a parﬁy of Vblunteers, and twenty-five

on Eallqmahon the

by Seéin ‘McKeon &n

rifles and two.revolvers were secured. I was one of the

party who tookIpart?in tne raﬂd. I did not enter the

I was on ﬁhe avenue or lane outside. I

_ I
barracks,| however

I

The c&ptured arms out of the guard.gpom
;nro a uar which was waiting down the roadra
IThe riﬁlea ﬁ%ptured here were some of the

o=

;
assisted in takin

)
e

and putting them
i

short distance.

_f“‘*hhqmmh“‘“‘-\
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U

i
it was time to fini

consignment I carny
o
the night previdu&

|

were playing cards)
the locafR,I.c. ba
married and 1living
and co-op;rated wit
This nigh% there.wé
it. There were tw

influence of drinkf

remember the other

One of them asked if we were playing cards.

been but had just f
about 11 5.m. and ?

would not

who waa alobbering

assizeslin Roacommg

back to| the R.I.C.[|
i

Nextlmorning I

| . I
told me that Clarke
Roscommon'as menber
I immediat
{

3 pem.

, | -
in the:parracks.

one's name now.

play wit&

-] -

Id on my lorry from Ballinalee to Ballymahon
o the|capture of the barracks.

One Lighf in June, 1920, my wife and I and some others

|'|' .| b

in our'Pouse at Ianesboro. There was in

rracks & policeman named Kearney. He was
He was favourablé to us
h us. {His wife was very sympathetic to us.
8 a knbLk on the door. I went and opened
© policemen at the door who were under the
One of them was called Clarke. I cannot
They came into the house.
I said we had
inished!up - that we always finished up
ould no% pla? later. Clarke said, ™You
ﬁs beéause %e are R,I.C. men". I said no,
Bh up and that was all, Constable Clarke,
bout, ?emarked that he was golng to the

L on-Th@rsday and "mayve I would not come

had a‘talk with constable Kearney and he

and the other constable were going to

g8 of a guard of honour to meet the Judge at

ely gotlin touch with Pat Madden who was

the 0.C. of the only active Battalion in Rescommon and gave him

this informaticn.

particula%s for hiim.

A

He aeni me a message to get further

We arranged:that John COnn$r, who was Medden's dispatch

rider, was|to be5w§

ordinary hay rake f‘

|
this rake; on the cf

Madden would be wa

th me in Lanesboro and was to purchase an
!

rom me outside my shop. He was to tie

If the head of

I .

Fle and proce?d home past the spot where
| .

| ng to ambuay the police.

|

I
the rake ﬁas towards [the front of the bicycle this would

i

1




©

)

indicate| that tPe
| :

head of the rake

the police were c

The purchise of t

town.,.

going through the

keeping our eyes

tq start,

front and
slowlyri

ere coming immediately. If the

o
% towards the rear it would indiecate that

.tham7the exact time was not known,

ouldicover up Connor's presence in

et R g

gmptiong of selling him one and all the time
! !

n;the barracks. We saw the police preparing

¥

O'Cbnﬂor put : the réke on his bicycle head to the

set off passlng out. the police who were cycling

The rakron the!cycle indicated that they were coming
I X

immediétbly. Horever, it did not work out that way, as the

police wgnt intb a

gublchhouse en route and made a pretty big
|

delay. This del :caused confusion in the ambush position,

withour being seen. .

i

_1_..

S
with the result tLat the police arrived in the ambush posltlon

e

On: épotting them the ambush party

shouted_at them tp put thFir hands up. The police cycled on

| '] :
& bit, ot of £ thei' cyclés and attempted to get their rifles

I
off, ﬁh%f a?nioush
dead immgdiately.

feigned death. . fhé ambush paLty then tock the two rifles and

‘party fired and Constable Clarke was ghot

The other constable dropped down and

|

the two gyclés hnd did not dlscover that Clarke's companion was
i
I
e

only prgthding h

' i
was dead. ‘They left the police there as

J

they thought'dead‘and decamped with their booty. There was a

L

big "splash" in thelnewspapers:about this and the British made

. i ) |
out that Constablé Clarke had been knifed as well as being

‘ }

shot. What adtually happened]was that the barrel of the

N

weapon that fiﬂed

This gave

wound. r

In M

the front

on the other;side

|

T%e shor that killed Cclarke was badly scored.
et a Jagged surface which caused a Jagged

f
i
I
the bulf
|

|

N
ay or iear

This ambn%h took! place at Mooneen.
1

¥y part of June, 1920, I was working outside

0p one mornigg. Constable XKearney came up

o__

of the

f the| street and when opposite me he sald,




7

| J]

é -2 3..

"Are you|not go e|lyet™. He th?h returned down the street and

crossed pver-ongtc my side and ¢ame up to where I was, He

again éaiT, WAre Tju not ‘gone yet". I asked him what he was
| ) |

talking about. He repliLd "We know a lot about you fellows™.

I again aaked him what heé|was talking about and then he told

l
me that there‘was 8 secret document in the barracks whilch

| 3
%%ﬂns tg watch certain suspects leaving the

district| around a certaiA date. I told him to get that

conteined |instruct

—- -

docuntent) for me. | ‘He replied that he would not and that I

. 1
could go down and|get it ?wself. Eventually Kearney's wife,

who was very aympathetic'to us, informed me that the document

wag in| the Sergeant's office. r The Sergeant was in the nabit
of leaTi?T the ke

I fn the outside of the door when he was in
| . |
the fTi?T. I gave Mrs. Kearney & piece of soep and showed

her how she could get an impression of the key for me. She

did this! and I ma;e a key!for her and she sent me up the

. E :

concealed [in a milk can and carried by one of her
o1 :

children. | The document &aa an instruction to the police to

watch squect per hns leaving the distriet and travelling to

document

' i ) ]

Dublin|around a certain date to attend a Volunteer Convention.
I AR :

A Volunteer from the Roscommon side cycled with a dispatch

. i .

containing this document to Dublin which he gave to Collins,
| ,

It transpire

that al Convention was to be held in Dublin

S ame— s vw

which was|to be a

tiended"by all Brigade 0.Cs. As a result of

“——

getting hold of ¢

3% docﬁment the Convention was cancelled

T

-

and Collins sent e -8 letter of thanks through the Brigade

i

gave this letter to Kearney when he was

| 1
applying for a pepsion and he told me it was of considerable

i 4l

Headquarters. I

— T i

. o . ' .

help to Pim. Keﬂrﬁey repigne% from the R,I.C. in September,
AR : . ‘

1920, whbn we told (him to| do s0. He hed wanted to resign

] : |
previously butqu our request he stayed on.

was Brigade 0.C., came here to plan

Tom Reddin_gt" 1} who
] ) H
]

an ettack|on the local RiI.C. b@rracks and hoped to capture 1it.

™




O

¢

[

The barracks ﬁaq 8

cn one

the othenr
for a degth of abd

post on

end| and at -

end.

the roof

The atrqumh of 't

always

South Lon

the Shan?on on the

B'érongo

all the éekails:I

we arranged that he

|

I

trying|to

front of
and loeds
barracks

be pulled

We differed about th? plan to capture it.

smoke t

the bqrracké.

of this

AR
at this time,

close t

favourable owing

|
was for trying to

i
unknown to the R,

[+

rounded by a}thick barbed wire entanglement

o

[~ =3
o0

-3

» | front' was also covered with barbed wire

fifteen yards. There was a machine gun

i mrat

otected by steel sheets with loopholes.

-Q=ur

garrison varied from time to time but was

Thié was |the last outpost of the R.I.C. in

1gford and!was a ﬁey pdsition guarding the crossing of

. ) .
2 Longford-Roscomuon road. I gave Reddington

knew about the barracks and its garrison and

woul% make [a final inspection himself,

i

I was for

he policé out by burning a load of hay at the
| !

'Hay would be plentiful in September

-

ﬁateriql were usually being drawn past the

The lééd or loads of hay would have to

0: (the barracksa. The wind would usually be

the Aituation of the barracks. Reddington

1:

iget into the barracks by a ruse.-
. |

JCe Hise plgn was that his car was to break

|
4
]
]
H He was
]

I

down on the bridge by reéson of the water in the radiator

bolling oﬁer; I

- .
then tL g0 to the pﬁrrack

rgs.to|go do&n and £ix it for him and he was

| 1
1

door| and ask for water.

By doing

! : 1 |
this he hoped to be!able'Fo get into the barracks and have a

look at

accordingly.

up and came to!a
He proceeded to t

only op%ned the
|

through

Ithe 1ayou| of it from the inside and then make his plans

i t

barracks,

!

the place

|

He]arrivedawith the car as arranged, . and, having

let most of the water out of 1r some distance away, it boiled

He ng

at a 1

hia‘smaj

{‘lt on.rhe bm?dge. I went to his assistance.

he | barracks to procure water, but the police
or on the chain and gave him out the water

They did not admit him to the

l-'-—-.—G —

"opening.

' gave me instructions that I was to attack

Ee——e—oA
5
et

|
|
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| R
! .
| -25-

My |plan for|[the attack on'the barracks was as follows,

IR |

t

I would|get eeven%l parties o€.Volunteers on suitable
I
t

hf barracks and between ten and eleven

]
o'clockiat night a couple of Volunteers pretending drunkenness

poalitions around||

and generally kieking up a row and shouting "Up the Republic"
would| throw somelstoneslat the barrack windows. I hoped that
the police might:react to this and come out and chase those
men and:on opening the door give us a chence to rush it. Our

ambitions were not realieed as the police d4id not come out.

. ol ' :
I then decided to jopen fire on the barracks, and we fired at
the doofs, windows and any place that light was showing through

] M { '

the loopholes in|the shutters, We continued to fire from

! L i

diffeeeht angles|at the ?arracks and kept it up for about three

hours, ' |This wae ﬁostly'with shotguns. A8 our men were close

in thT mﬁchine guT on the roof was ineffective as they could
!
not get sufficile t depression on it to bring it into play
1
against'us. Thry aent up Verey Lights and reinforcements
I

came fr?m Athlonr.i &helreinforcements drove with lighte full
|

on, on their lorries and aa such gave us ample warning of

their| approach, | We withdrew before the reinforcements

arriﬁed.
H

J
| : N : ,
There were @o_casuaTtiea on our aide, I think that two

1 ]

l .
or three |of the R.I.C. got slight splinter wounds.
| S P |

, again attacked the barracks in October, 1920. Our

|
plan this time was to place bombera or grenadiers behind the

@

wall and|slip leacing to the Shannon on the opposite side of

the street. Wthoped to be able to blow in the barrack

door bylhoﬂbs anT then ruah the place. We also thought we
]

|
would be jable to m&ke a hole in the roof with bombs. The

[
bombs erloded,alﬁ rightl but Failed to blow in the door or

make & hole in the |roof Lithewr We kept up a desultory fire

]

on .the barracks for about fqurihoure. Although the garrison

__e_._
"

again seTt ap Verrﬂ Lights no Leinforcements came to their
I

|
i

'
i
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assistance thls
think the Vegey

and I don't thipk

2

L

cart| wheel boxe

pleace and I got
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While

drili
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0

explosive being

-

alfair| occurred

run at| i

that|she would N

home| to

sooner! in

e’ hijus
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Tang, and I suspg

I was sgveraely

their ng

activiiti

v
Longtord

to Mound
taken 0

we sai

L8]

brough

gsea, (wit

=

|
1
|
t
|
1
|

middsgy
Satuxd?
in hande

conditJo

M

-
€D .

A Tew days

sused 8

01l

Vs Wo wg

1
|
.

gae her

the' h

n our e
I

ture the

5.

joyve. Of
the 4og
d for Bd
until "we

h the  re

Wednes

nffs. 0

n was au

got‘aite

hole wa&‘H

his timal.

as firstg

and the

WG

~
(1]

i
us

|

pt
l
]
8

i&

us,

W

3 _'.'O

ok

2
i
L
|

3 Y

|

et

¥)

L4

S 1

=

I - l
Priveg in: Belfast.

H

3 &

=

Lights

.

uunday nlghé we were handcuffed in fours,
li ft&st .

Sl b tﬂat we did not get

26,

ime. [The night was a bright one end T

were ineffective. We had no casuslties

the RLI.C.| had any either.

§
ter this while mgking land mines from o0ld

nd hollow metal columns, an explosion took

unded| on t?e ieft hip and along the left leg

eingldrilléd in 'one of the mine cases, the
rk w@ich iénited the explosite. The
ed wés gelignite and blasting powder. This
a h?use in Killnacarrow. I was on the

My ﬁl € heard that I was injured. I knew

very |worrl d abouv me and I decided to come

i

%re her I wa g alive. I was no
n

it was surrounded by Black and Tans

BE arLestedg I afterwards found out that

oymen at the time was courtlnu one of the

t sh tlppad fhem off sbout my arrival.

errogated about my wounds, but bwing to
| .

did not seem to link them up with I.R.A.

aken |to the local barrscks and then to

|
|
!
|
t o AthloneJ;

From Athlone I was transferred

1n.Du011n and put aboard a destroyer armd
| |

ide did not know where we wers being
A dense fog srose at

into Belfast until

Y. e had ﬂothlnﬁ to eat from suppsr on

|

on the dech of the destrover all the time

hé

palling

N .
r1ible reception in Belfasi.

re was no 1§vatory accommodation amd our
£

There was a
F
i
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v hands

1fast] tq
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Gpd save

e nob d

1

ogans a¥y
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enzy t

ne and

\r
%n, we
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27 .

gmen and their women and children just

0 get|at us. They huried iInsulting

pelted us with everything they could
|

were marched from the docks in

the Bo

}

[

Camp

reaty. As é reg

Eboerd

bseéuentiv, and

!
4

[|was

o| Mountjaoy my Wi
o/ do so,

etained flor! thre

qalded

smaged my|lshop s
|

everalitine§ and|

painted their slo

|

l}ykinlar Internment Camp.

{1} X
ang her

uth D ﬁn railway station and taken from

I was kept in
i
qntll the general releagse after the
| - :
ult of injuries recsived from the bad
: _

Fhe dastfoyer one of our men died

|others went insane.

!

Ln At@lone prior to béing trensferred
Le caﬁe to see me. Ohe was not allowed
idrivérwas arrested and with his car

e daysl

rmy house while I was a prisoner and

nd threstensd 4o burn the places

laten completely closed the shop and

. l
gans outside "Up Tudors toughs",

the King'", etc. ete.
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