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76 Pigeon House Road, Ringsend, Dublin,

I joined "g" Company of the Fianna Scouts in

1917. Commandant Paddy Geraghty was in charge,

although he was not a Commandent then.

Ghile I was in the Fianna Scouts, we had active
service on one occasion. We were taki:;g part in a
competition between allrthe Flanna Companies held at
Rathfarnhaﬁl, and we were out drilliing for a signal flag,
a Flanna badge and a pocket book. Liam Mellows was
there and the two Houlihan's., On our way back from
Rathfarnham, we marched seven abreast as we were told not
to march in militery formation, The R.I.C. came out of
Rathfarnham Barracks and'thefe was a scatter,

Hugo MacNeill and his brother, Derry, and a third, whose
name I don't remember, were arrested. We wanted to
at tack the Barracks and get them out, but Liam Mellows

would not let us and we went back to our headgquarters.

I was transferred to the Volunteers, "B" Company,

3rd Battslion, in 1918,

%hile in "B" Company, I t0ok part in all operations
up to 1920 when I was arrested and brought to Richmond
Barracks. From there I wase transferred to Kllmainham,
where I met Fr. Domlnilc, He was doing solltary
confinement at the time, ¥r. Dominic would not be

" allowed to say Mass, but they brought in a priest from

James' Street. We were all brought out every day for an
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identification parade, in connection with Bloody Sunday,

but they picked up no one there.

While in Kilmsinham I remember: James Mallon, the

' Frongoeh Barber, being there. He complained one
morning that the £f00d was very be:di. That evening he
was epken out of his cell by an officer and two soldiers,
and he got three days bread and water for complaining.

I was released from Kilmginham about the 6th

March, 1921, .and. I reported back t¢ my Company.

On the 14th March, I took part in the Brunswick
Street ambush. On that day, Frank Flood and lfive
others (including Moran, Brien, Thomas #helan) were
executed, and we went out that night fof reprisals,
We patrolled all our area and nothing happened.
Ceptain Peadar O'Meara suggested t0 S8efn Dolan to throw
a bomb at College Street station. I could not say
what happened after he threw; the boamb, but I do know
that Sefn Dolan lost his leg and was taken to Mercer's
hospital.

I learned afterwards that the ambulance' men told
them in Mercer's hospital, when they brought Sefn Dolan
in, that he was run over by a tram I learnqd that,
during the course of the matron's examination of his leg,
shé found the splinter of a bomb in his leg. She rang
up Publin Castle, and a charwoman overheard her
conversation. The charwomen was the mother of |
Tom Caross, and she immediately told her son, Tom, who
got in touch with Sein McBride, another member of "B"
company. Seé;;l Dolan was taken out of Mercer ' Just "an
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hour before the Elack and Tans came,

Immediately after the bomb throwing, two Crossley
tenders and an armoured car proceeded down to
144 Brunswick Strest.  Tom Relly, a brother of Alderman
Kelly, came to 144 {0 tell us;, and he was riddled with
bullets. ‘when the Tans arrived at 144, we attacked
them with revolvers and grenades. Tom Trainor: had an
automatic pistol which jemmed on him. The.British c-afficer'
in charge of the armoured car was a rugby player and,
when he saw Tom trylng to fix his automatic, he jumped out
of the armoured car, gave him a rugby tackle, b;'ought.him
into the armoured car and took him to Dublin Castle,
a prisoner, He was sentenced to death, and was hanged,
I think, sometime in April., We also lost Volunteer
Barney Hanlon of Dundalk and Volunteer Leo Pitzgerald.
Barney Hanlon died on his way to the hospital. I was
badly wounded myself., I got four bullets into me and

was unconscious for twenty-fowr hours. I had two operations,

I was transferred to Mount joy hospital where I met
Arthur Griffith, Professor m Mc_l{eill, Mr. Duggan and
Michedl Staines. ~Two of them, I think, were signatories
of the Treaty - Arthur Griffith aend Duggan. I had
several talks with Arthur Griffith and Professor lcNeill.
They asked me for information.as $0 how things were going
on outside, and told me o0 keep my chin up, that -
everything would be alright,

I was transferred then over to "C" §ing of the
prison (Mountjoy) to the cell next to General Sefn MacEoin.
At that period there were four of us kept together, and

we “were known as the "Blg FourY® - General Sefn MackRolin.
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Frank Certy, Fianna F4il T.D.,, Christie Carbery and
myself. I had already been tried and sentenced to
death. The reason we were called the "Big Four" was
that two of us, Seln MacEoin gnd myself, had been
sentenced to death, and the other two, Carty and Carbery,

had been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment.

- Prom Mountjoy I was brought to Dublin Castle,
under a heavy escort. I was tried by general
courtmartlal in the City Hall and sentenced %o death.
There was no recommendation of mercy for me, - I am
handing in to the Bureau a copy of a statement in
connection with the courtmartial. I was tried for
murder of Cadet Francis Farrell and Section Leader Bird.

There was a Sergeant of the Millitary Police
there who took a note of gll condemned prisoners that
had been sentenced. He sald he was going to make a
book of 1it. Regarding one item that was in it, he told
me that when Fr. Dominic had been brought to Dublin
Castle, a British officer slapped him in the face end
called him, "Bee——-=fn,

On the night before my trial, I was brought to
the City Hall in Dublin Cestle and put in an underground
cell where I could not sleep, with the rats.

After my trial, I was brought back to Mbunt;joy
again where I was doing twenty~two hours solitary
confinement.  General MacEoin was tried the following
Monday - I was tried.on a Saturday - and was aleo
sentenced to death. He informed me one day on exercise

that Michael Collins was in touch with Engineers t0 see
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if they could run a tunnel from the canal side Of the
prison to the exercise ground in the prison; but some
obstacles arose on the'crosaing of the canal and they had
to cancei it. He also t0ld me that Michael co;lins weas

trying other means for a rescue,

On the day of the attempted rescue of Sefn MacEoin,
we hearé the shooting, We learned then that there was an
attempt to rescue MacEoin and that the sentry had been shot.
Black and Tans were running in seven's everywhere, and a
double lock was put on our cells - the master lock.

After that, all our'cells were searched and each prisoner
was searched personally. Even a pateh on his clothes
was torn off, to see 1f it concemaled any documents, Our
visitors and exercises were stopped I think for a few days
until things died down. After a few days, everything
went normal again. ®We got our parcels and our hsuﬁl_f'

exercises, two hours per day.

I was in the cell next to MacEoin. He told me oOn
exercise that one of the Chief Warders, Mr. Breslin, had
smuggled in two revolvers, one for MacEoin and one for me,
and on the morning that we were t0 be executed, we were
to die fighting sooner than be hanged. We were Just
getting transferred to the condemmed cell when the Truce

canea,

Another incident I remember was when we went on
hunger strike. At this time, MacEoin had been released
and the Truce was On. They stopped our parcels and we '
declared a hunger strike which we ran for seven days

I think, Ghile we were on hunger strike, the liason
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officer, Emmet Dalton, camé to Mount joy to see what was
wroné. : He got in touch with Headquarters, and we got
our parcels back and the freedom of the prison on the

undertaking that we would not escape.

During this time, I could have escgped with

Paddy Rignéy, but I was told not to, 88 I had alresdy
given an undertakiﬁé. The authorities said they would
not release me untll the Treaty had been ratified by
both parties. Jimmy Hunt, who was our Gamp Commandant,
got 1in touch with Bmmet Dalton. Dalton aBsured our
Camp c;.oﬁ:mandant that, at the general release, I would be
released with the remainder. I was not releasféd unt il
the Treaty was ratified by both Governments. It was
after Christmas, coming into the New Year, wheni'I was

relegsed,

I have a photograph at home of mysel'f, Sefn MacEoin,
Tom Flood and Tom Qarty.

!

. SIGNED W
(John Donnelly)

DATE (UY M /951

. W 14th December 1951.
WITNESS; ‘ ~ : |

J. Kearns, Comdét.) _—
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‘had two Crossley Tenders and one armoured car. The
q v o

_Bandwith Street crosses Great Brunswick Street onl on

[FURPURL

but T am not sure of the rumber, The fourth was lylng

were live .amd 2 haﬁ been_flred I threw away the flred

. picked up. It has "Bnglish Bull-dég"_eﬁgfaved'on the”

‘baclz sight., The ‘ live rounds now produced it the

) nknut the revolver 1n a and bag , u1 o the % Iive rounds

. . e
- Loet s 2

T/Cadet .u'viwurneneo. . Aux. Div. R.I.C. béipg duly

" sworn, . statesi—-, -~ . - ~. :

t . i 4

On the 14th Mafdch, 1921, I went out with a party

from the Castle to rafid 144 Great Brunswick-Stireet. We

tenders led the wayﬁ@&ﬂ the armoured car followed . We

o

went along Dame‘Stfeet past Trinity anml in to Great

»
v 13

Brunswick:Street.' Just after we passed a p01ni where

-k

apuvroaching No, l44?f%%e was opensd on the lééding tender;~

from.all directions. T was. in this tender at the bhac
on the right—hand'side. Cadet — wag in the seme ténder »Fi
in front next"the?dfiver. The fire lasted about 10

minutes.

On the fire oe%51ng 1 went w1th Cadet -— and saw
Lo - e et
5. Cadets on the road; by the tender who had been hlt 4 Fegu

- 1
civ1llans»had*alsof%eerrhi* - OlVlllanS were” lylng

~p - w/),w-;,w e

R
T~ 4. --«-—rek_g:#

On_the pavement one was on the doorstep of I thrnk 145

S L i e e

e

. ‘1

on anothexr doorsteptw1th his head towards the- door and s
hlS Teet towards the roadway .  The accused now present

1% this fourth man. He was lying on his stomach and his Hf
head wss thrned .’ QFG street was badly llghtcd I h@dégnﬁfﬂ
electrlc Lo reh \i flashéd 1tP1nto his face. I saw his'\vﬂi
face clearly. I gaw & revolver lying by nisg left hand m.T
a metter' of inchésbf I picked it.up and examinped-it. It

was loaded in &1l 5 chambers. I extraoted the. rounds j“

‘u

rounds; The revolyer now produoed to me is the one I
3 . h L '

pistoi I bPlIEVF them to be the rounds I° extr@oted I

t }.,v
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George V. HOSDltul

Ead "

\"”?* .

P
The aocused was not-in my'anbulanoe f\fﬁ

. J’-- f’_ "7

oL dld not see the aOqued agaln.

St
{‘ )

(Slgned)................:....
. CT/c. AXfDlv R.I-.C .

- g

Dublin Cqstle. I aid ot exemine the sccused as to his
I can't swear to it but I think he was wearing a j';
dark overooat All the wounded cadets e 1k the four dead or |
wounded 01v111ans were GOnveyed to Klng George V. Hospltdl L
I dld,not actually see ﬁhé‘wocused put “into the»transpoftﬁ' J

AL
1 escorted two Wounded G dets in an, ambularme to Klng ‘g,g‘

-

o
-
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D oIo 3 -.;.--{.-.;.-I,I;-'----. AuX. DiV. R‘I nC . beirlg "<-
4 o . ’ q\'\
~ duly sworn, sta&es. U X,

o
On.the night of the T4th March, 1921, at 8 p.m. 1 was

detailed to pxoceed to No 144 Great BlunSW1ck Street to do a

Q

raid, The party wasg 2 tenders an armoured car and 16 Cadets. 'g
We left the Castle , the twomfenders leudlng and the armoured _j
car iokiow1ng. We went along Dame Street by Trlnlty 1nto Great E
Brunswick Street. Just"after'oassing the p01nt where ‘Q
Sgndwith Street crosses Great Brunswlck Street heavy flre was 'i

f
- -

dlrected on us frOm,the doorway LOf No. 144, 145 and the’ upstdlis,ﬁ,
i . windows of 144. We were also, Fired &b from our front and from

the'roof of houses opo061te The® flrlng lasted atout lO mlnutes

v
the first five minutes the Tire was intenstve, o

. y
> ﬁt‘

' When the flrlng ceased I found that b Cade+s had been %

N

hit and also 4 cnv111ans kllled ‘or wounded ”I“'phoned to King ~ﬁ‘

H ¥ . '

- George V7 HOSpltul for an mbulunce % wounded Cedets were

"_':-u;» ‘ A LT e - v ﬂ e q"*‘“" St g L
pﬂ%@*f““uf““"th€%=put 1nto Bheof~thE’ *@ndé}% and*thtleft*for Klnng@orge V

P T T

Hosultal I entered No. ﬁ144 and iound 1t emty-, I -came out.
L:;i ) AR looked at the dead or Wounded oxv111ans, one' was lying close v
) ' B,

to the ralllngs of 145 -2 Were close to the kerb.and one men

Ta.
L l

Another-Cadet wes with me- He had an electric torch which he 53?

-

. - turned -into the ao;used s face . It was a datk nlght and the~; )
lf};hu- H— -"‘"‘-\?*
- . street was badly llghted He weg lying.on hisg stomach w1thx

/' 5
o N his face turned over. Iﬁsaw his face. His feet WereﬁtOWers Ty
Street and his head towdrds the fronx door .. He_had?agggggf

—— " E SR e

lylng at hig left 81de;¢qu1te olose to his 1eft hend , The,;

. My
rewlver now produced is the one he had. I recogru%e it by the;m‘

words "Bnglish Bull—dogﬁ engraved on the top of the back siﬁht
. ‘ - i
~ 4he Cadet with me pioked up: the revelver. He exomined it - I

—;e‘ﬂ' e
e \ 5.
ed in flVC ohambers. I saw, him ege

L=

'lo d
§

the oartlldgos 2 rour@gfw‘

_saw him do so ~ it wos

< ',

.»a-‘

been.flred and szere 1ntuot
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- Capt ..... e e R.A M.C. being duly sworn, states:

another wound in Lh@dgi hi side of his meck at the back . Bb‘

. 1
. On the evening of the 14th March, 1921, I was at King

M

George V. Hospital . On receipt of a telephone regquest an a

ambularne was"sent to Great Brunswick Street. An ambulanoe
o

arrived from Great Bzunsw1ck ‘Street with four wourded men. I |

-

.
was in the Hall wherlthey arrived w1th other Medloal Offloexié
We took the worst casdés to the operating theatre - there Wereﬁ

two gerious cases 1in that ambularne. C%det Farrell was

wounded on the right 81de of the back and hed another wound® %,
on the left side under the arm , & bout the bage of the ribsg. ;i;
formed the opinion that' theuback wound was the wound of -
entrence and the side wouni was theﬁwound of exit, No_

ooeratlon.was performed Hé died in the Operating Theatre . ‘

- fhe other man - Seotlon Leader Beard ( Aux. Dlv) was wounded™

on the rlght side of the head above nis rlght eye. He had

R

L

'f'e same bullet ' The bullet entere

. _..4 ——

- ,-1

from in fronb arl oame out wt the back . An operatlon'was'

performed ard he was trensferred to., Lhe Wards He died a b

94 hours later a8 the regult of his injuries. The other ﬂvo

i

Imen who were bxought in at the same timé€ were put to bed und;u

are Stitl llVlng. Botbupghthese me11WGre sufferlng fr-r,«'*ﬁ

¥

ghot wounds‘ We also'recelved the sam e night orne Cadev a"

-

foux 01v111ans all oufferlng from gun-shot wounds . Two of

AN

tthe civi¥iens Were brought in dead. One of the Iemalnlng"t‘

OlVlllaIB was taken to the Operating Theatre, he-had A WO
J

i ' »w,'_'
plt . He was operuted,upon ‘out died later The remalnlhgﬁ~

"01vif1an is stlll allve ( he i the man now»present) 'The';‘

.é {

1s alsd“allve. o L
. - ,-LQ.J (%1gned) ....;}....._u,.¢,,wCapt;




Cadet [ Aux. Division R.I.C.

being sworn states : - é . o . o

~perr’

On the night of the 1l4th March, 1921 I went out to raid

-144 Great Brunswick Street.  There were 2 tenders of Aux. Div.

and an armoured car in rear. . #We resched Great Brunswick Street

[

at about 8 p.m. I was in the-leadlng tender in the back and §
Cadet Farrell and Section Jeader Beard were in the same tender. e
When we had just reached 144 fire was opened on us from all sides.!

I saw Cadet Farrell and Section Leader-Beard hit and fdl out

"of the tender. At that time none of the party in the 2 tenders

et

and the annoured car had flred we replied to the fire. The
firing lasted about 10 minutes.

When it 'eased off we searched the melghbourhood. Three
also SN
other Cadets. were/wounded at the same time as Farrell and Beard.

SomeuGiyfiiaﬁgﬁs were also hit. The ambulance arrived and I 1

saw Farrell and Beard put in, 1 escofted £hem i the tender

e King George v Honpa R Ikuaw them taken into the HOSthal.L

o ?W“w;—~-ﬁﬁcxiﬁwe Rl N ;- Rt W{Mihwf . . :
Hﬁ“ I Pdentifisd both o them ‘when théy. were lymng dead ln the " " L.¥
Ty
mor'tual"y . ‘ Ea " oo

(sTEned) Cadet ]
AU.X- Divo R.I CC * h

-The acuused decllnes!to croqs-oxamlne thls witness.,

T A
n

S .*-‘- b ol ‘.« l)‘
- - . - N W -
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T/Cadet (Aux. Div.) R. 1.0+ being sworn states : =

™

I went out on the night of the 14th March; 1921 to raid 144 .7
A

Great Brunswick Street. '“Ve arrived about 8 o'clock it was
N . .
just getting dark. ' Ther®=W¥ere two. tenders and.an armoured :

car. 1 was in the body of the leading tender. B

Just as we were slowing up at 144 fired was opened on us

-

" from several directions. - Farrell and Beard were in my -

tender., PBeard was next to me. He was hit and fell out of
b ’ - - ' . M

the tender. " Farrell was hit too and he also fell out of
the tender. We replied to the fire.  This was after Farrell:

s ) s % . )
and Beard hed beeh hit and fallen out of the tender.  The ]

fire lasted about 10 mimites. _When the firing ceased we

searched the neighbourhood. -3 other Cade~ts in my tender o)

1 - ‘ ) ' . . ? a.
were.also hit at the saﬁe time as Farrell and Beard. Several,;j
3 » .
L ;c1v1lians wers foung t01§},§u¢.after the flrlng ceased.,“ A

. =--'f‘5-s\-fﬁf'_j,f"’.""‘¢‘_'_*i*"i‘"m.\ "”_‘;:-m-\la TR NI - ' T
AN The ambulafive ‘came. and, L Saw® “arrellfand Beard put into"

4, . T s,

.
TR

e

cite I escorted the ambulqnbe to Klng ueorge o HOSpltalwin‘
& ténders T saw. them taken into the Hospital.

R The rest of tne wounded were then collected and taken

e Y _‘_:‘] . ; a..‘ﬂ
to the seme, hospltal.-. ‘o . ! ~ ’ 'f1
. ! hd v
- S o . (Slgned) - T/Cadet, wt
. . f_g .. Aux, Div. R.JI.Co o 0 [

. . A - “f:‘\ i T, - ! M ’
The accused defl des to cross examine this witdess: 14
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L

- ¥
and -Reard were in the séme tendermw“fhen-we reached 144 we- . %
wege fired on. Ve reglied to the fire. It lasted ab&ft - é
10 minutes. When lt Wa§ over. I saw Farrell and Beard 1ying {

@iﬁ?tﬁe fbadﬁay woundqdu ; After a while the ambulance arrlved‘:
}Fnd.l.saw-Farfell'and;B?%?d4put into 1t. o i?

_ % I escorted the ambﬁiance in a tender to Kan Ceorge v,

i Hospital. 3 other uade£é were also hit and some civillans.e¥~€
These were also taken to.the same Hoqpltal. I saw Farrell. \.?
and Beard taken into thé‘Hospital. | ‘« o ‘ ;S
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I went out to rald-144 Creat Brunswick Street oh the night e |

of the 14th March 192]1. { There Weve two tenders and an

armoured car in rear.

“I was in the 1eading Tender,
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E‘f.ﬁikw‘" . JOHN DOWNELLY OF, -~
’;‘k?pth Vitness ' étaff Skt '_"ﬁbeiné?duiyfewern7states&r“=' Lo
‘ T em Armourer Sgt to- tﬁeri/Lancs Fusilers and have been
. armoufer fo‘EHE”EEéE's wea ' Before that I was employed ,;;
o with Messrs Vickers and Son & Maxim Ltd. S | |
I have examined % u}l Dog *Revolver, becné\the recolver

now produced to me. { I 1dentify the Revolver produced as

, _ veing the one’ I examinedh.. ‘Tt has the marks “4" and "8" o
. 4 x b
“s._ o~ the Chamber. Etjls;not»an army i%sue. It is in oerfect

i -

e working order. Its bore is 450 and it W111 take service

_ --'ammn-s.t’ioﬁ'. The chanber is fbuled and the barrel ts fouled.
Foe s £,

the fouling in both‘cases is superflcral. If 2 rounds had

been fired through &@?since it was last cleaned that would L

Coad { .
"1- '%"“accoﬁnt for*thlq foullng.- dhen I examined it, it had not*-‘~
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T Emen»recentlyéﬁired Lo e ain v not for onth.
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: B*' o .‘ﬁfiﬁfﬁ : zmhe 3 1ive rounds 3£.revolver ammuﬂxtion now pcgfuced
i'?ﬁ T ,,! , to me{are the’ same as 3 rounds which I‘have already examlned.
*1\~&‘: .E: § T iden%i#y them as:being‘tee ?e&g | They are 450 calibre,
.l . ~;i“” They are.none of them{Governﬁenfmi§$ueo-* ~{ o B
ﬁ“:‘J17 At one time pl tp&%“of the s;me pattern as ‘that ;-
- "':ﬁboduced were, to mylcﬁﬂ%knoﬁ}e@ge issued £6 the ?olice in .5
v | . Tondon and to'the D; M{P."‘“fhe }ev51§é§‘is not & modern -
f'ﬁils.ii;“'éxpattern. Thie pattenals not?made now . | N
rf ;“"fi:“ - | lf;f: (Signed) ' S/Sgt; ?
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I oertli‘y that the forego:mg Sumpaxry - :
W

OF '?EVi"deme has ‘been: s

% tcentdoni Ay mE 1n“"the-w&1 erce - 0F the K’ a R ?&M
. e - 4:‘_ 2 J_ Nara % A

with the prov:Ls:Lons of the rmy Act and the Ru}_es of'-Pr&c,éd'nrew
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. | .made thereunder am that Rules of Procedure 4‘1(0) (d) agm (e) ﬁ’
' have been complled with- *"‘*.' ’ t %
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. R Taken down by e athHls Ma,ﬁ‘ty s Pr ison :fvlountj:by-:‘ pn:
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_the PBth day'of April, 1951,; : - i\-'
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# 4t _ hana S A
S ‘ ~ I Certify that the.faregoing, Summary” of Evidence. has been

e bakem-down by me in the preserme. of the accused in accordance

-wiih the provisions of the Army Act and the Rules of Procedure

. mad e thereunder and that Rules of Procedure 4 (¢) (d) and (e)

ey

- have been complied with. . S
Taken dow n by me &t His Ma jesty's Prison, Mountjoy, on

the 12th day of May, 1921.

'(Signed)l'.........--"""'"""'-°"~‘:
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