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continuation Statement ¢f Frank Thornton

covering the period July 1919 to July 1921.

The previous statement closes with
Thornton's arrival in Dublin from Longford where
he had been engaged as a Wolunteer Organiser,
while at the same time employed as an Qrganiser
for the New Ireland m@amé Company 1n thai

area.

On arrival in Dublin in July 1919, he
was: instructed by Mick Gollins to report to
Liam Tobin for full-time duty with the newly-
formed G.H.Q. Intelligence Branch, and the
second part of his statement takes up from this
point. '
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On receiving notification that I was transferred to
G.ﬁ.Q. Intelligence, I infarmed Mr. M, W, O'Reilly, then
General Manager & Secretary of the New Ireland Assurance
Company, that I reguired indefinite leave without pay from
that Bosiety as I was going whole-time on Army work, Fhis
legve was read!l_y granted and, slthough acting in a whole-
time capecity in the Army I still kept in oconstant toush
with the developments of the New Ireland Assuwrance Seclety.

i
I
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I was very happy about thils tr-ansfor to Intelligence
as I 1iked Michael Collins. I was a great admirer of him. -
I r!écognised at an early stage, even @8 far back as ny firat.
é.ozitaqt with him in Eiverpool that he was a @ynamic type Of '
indi..‘lvidual and, abithough at that period he was not in any
direotive position, still he was an outstanding individual
on that famous day in Liverpool in 1916. Ilater on, working
wit:h him on organisation, I had a very quiet admiration for
him which developed @s the years went on. Michasl Collins

wasi a man with a determination to meke a complete success of

. gverything he put his hands to., Be had a marvellous memary,

and:aa I aaw repeatedly happen in later years, he would deal
wit‘r‘lx men from all parte of the country at night in our :
heaé.quarters in Deviin's of Parnell Square, he would meke &
very casual note sbout the things which would have to be
atténded to on the following day o, as often as not, take

ne note of them at all, but never to my knovledge was
anything left unattended to the next day.  He was full of )
the lemuberanse of 11fe and full of vitality. . He had po time
for helf measures and expected from those who were serving
undér him the same amount of enthusiasm and constructive
eneréy th;at he himself was putting into the job.

Richael Qollins took a lively interest in the private
|
affairs of each and every individusl with whom he came in

1 .
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cmm;-.act and was always ready to lend a helping hand to

: a.aaiat them to meet their private responsi‘bilitiies.

During the height of the War he travelled from post to post
an.dI office on his o0ld Raleigh bicycle and, as often as not
d.:ld? not leave Davlin's in Parnell Square until just on

curfrew. I think it ie only right to say here, in view of
thej many and varied acoounts given by various writers, who
claim to heve known Oollins and his astivities, that ho never
earfriad & gun during these Jjourneys, neither was he

¥

accompanied by a bodyguard.
i . .
" In the various activities cerried out by the Dublin

SQ.u;ade; A.8.U. ‘and members of the Dublin Brigade, naturally
from time t0 time men got either killed ar wounded, but
1n'v3ar1ah1y Miok Gollins was: the first man to vieit the
relatives of these particular men, to either console them in
their adversity or to see in what way he could help them to
catiry on their hoﬁ:e affaeirs during the sbeence of their 19?3&
one;s. Eick Collins was the ideal soldier to lead men

' auring a revolution such ae: we were going through and,

I ‘téhink all and sundry, whether they subsequently fought
agéj.na; him in the Civil War or not, who hed close contact -
with him, must admit that he was: the one bright star that all
the fighting men looked to for guidance and advice during
th?oae great days, particularly during 1920 end 1521. In
scu:ne of the criticiams that have appeared from tims to tme:
abfmt Mlak Collins it has been suggested that he drunk to
exdess, These Btatements are lles. As one who was very
closely assoclated with him during those strenuocus days,

I can say that COllins rarely took anything and when he did:
it‘lwaa a small sherry. Drinking was naturally d.tacouragod‘
ev:eryuhere those days becguse of thé necessity of keeping a

¢00l head under the very strenucus clroumstances.

In singling out Collins I am doing so only because of
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the fact that I had such close assoolation with him and "
knavé what the officers and men of the Volunteers thought of
him ;generally, but in singling him oﬁt ‘in this fashion

I am in no wey taking away from the activities of the other
membera of the siaff, Cathal Brugha, Dick Mulcghy or

Gaar01d 0'Sullivan,

T™e firat office opensd by G.H.Q. Intelligence in the
eit& was over Fowler's in Crow Street, off Dame Sireet, |
whiéh was right bang up agsinst Dublin Castls, Here,

Liam Tobin, Tom Cullen, myself, together with Frank Sawrin,

Oharl:le Dalton, Cherlieé Byrne, Joe Guilroﬁe, started off ‘
om.j operations, Gne of the first things that wes undertaken
waaf the organisation of Intelligence in the various Brigades

_ throughout the country and, being so closely associated with

the Dublin Brigade we gave considerable help in the aelection
or:right men for the right jobs; in the various Companies,
Battalions and on Brigade 8tarPfa. The foliowing was the
general lay-out of the organisation within the Brigades.

; Each Company appolnted an Intelligence Officer for its
Ow’h area. This Intelligence officer was responsible for
setting up a system for the collection o} information of all
BO.;I'tB through the medium of agente acting within, and outsids,
the ranks of the enemy forces. He employed people in all
walil.ka of 1ife, speclal attention being paid to movements of
trooma and location of enemy spies, and the securing of |

positiona in enemy centree for our own agents where poasible.

The nézt step was the appointment of the Battalion
Ixitelllgeme Officer. He was; responsible for gll the Company
I:!'Iltalligence Off'icers in his ares. He reseived continuocus
reports from all his Company I.0s. and sifted all the
1ﬁfomation as 1% came through. He passed on wﬁat was uséfi:l-
té his Brigade 1.0, In this way every area was covérad by a

nlat-work of agents, ‘The system proved extremsly useful as

i
t
i
i
|
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the war developed. ' If information on any particular point was

|

required by Brigade Headquarters or G.H.Q. it was easy to
secure, 50 many and varied were thesge egents. The Brigade
Inteiligence Officer was always in touch with both his own
Intelligence Staf? and the G.E.Q. Intelligence Branch.

Every area tried to secure some indiyidual who was in’
a fairly high walk of 1ife and who openly boasted of hie
Briéish connection. It is amazing the number of this type of
people who, when it was put up to them, eventually agreed to
work for us and did tremendous work afterwarda, whilst at the

same tipe keeping their. comnection with the British Forces.

This point is brought out fairly clearly in a film
whlch was produced by a local Irish Company down in Kerry
called "The Dawn®".

-

The information collected by all agents was carefully
sifﬁed, checked up and it was only when the responsible

_aut#ority in the area was satisfied that it was reliable and of

valﬁe to Headquarters that it was sent on.
I

; Intelligence was divided intoltwo branches. First of
all, the ordinary Intelligence of the movement of British Forces
to and from areas, the arrivals, departures, etc., and secondly,
thefactiéitiés of British Agents, whether they were S.8. nen,
Military Intelligence Officers, Auxiliary Intelligence Officers
or ﬁlack and Tan Intelligence Officers. To check up on all’
sus?ects within the area of those who were favourably disposed
towards the British and who were known to be constantly in their
combany. In every area this organiaation Soon became pexfected,
and information of all klnds and sorts was coming into Brigade
Headquarters, Divisional and G.H.Q. However, the wheat was’
Boon sifted from the chaff and our Intelligence Staff socon got
doyn to procuring only information that was of real value apd

thereby eliminating a lot of unnecessary work both as far |as

they themselves were concerned and as far as their different
Headquarters were concerned.

.
!

| One of the egrlier Joba given 4o G.H. q. Intelligence
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Staff at Dublin was to ascertain the possibilities of getting
at ieést one individusl in every Government Department who was
prepareéd to work quietly and secretly for our Army. In this
resﬁect we were fairly lucky in having one individual who was

working with us from the very commenéement irn records, who
secdred for us photographs and the names and addrgsaes and
histpry of practically all the typists and all fhe clerical
workers in the most important departments of the enemy. These
photographs and descripti§ns were handed out to the various

Intelligence Officers throughout the areas in which these people
lived and in a very short space of time we had a complete and

full history of the sympathies and activities of each and every
one of these individuéla, resulting in quite a number of them,
when contacted, agreeing to work for us inside the enemy lines.
; ]
One of' the contacts referred to, who was invaluable to
us,wés a'girl ngmed Miss Lillie Mernin. She was employed as
Typist in Commend Headquarters of Dublin District, the intelligence
branch of which was under the control of Colonel Hill Dillon,
Chief Intelligence Officer. This girl put us in touch with
othe# membera of the different staffs working for the British
Military in Dublin. This girl worked mainly with Frank Saurin.
and is one to whom a large amount of the credit for the success
of I#telligence must go. She 1s at present employed at G.H.Q.,
Irish Army, Parkgate Street.

‘ In the same way contacts were gade in G. Diviaion.
COIO%el Broy and Jim McNgmara.were confacted early in 1919 and
withitwo or three more G. men were actually working for Collins
frgm’that date. These men continued to work in this capacitj
righ? up to the Truce and I will refer to these men at a later

stage.

By all gorts of divers means contacts were made with
Army 0fficers, Auxiliary Officers and Black and Tan Officers,
I . T o
Sergeants and Privates, and before long quite a formidable

array of this type of person was on the pay roll of our

Intelligence Department. It should be borne in mind,

howeﬂer; that.all the way through these men were never fully
;
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truﬁted, as they were working for pay weo assumed they
wouéld':mst ad readlly sell omr alde as they were selling
thelr own. One of the means adopted and, as far as possible,
oqrried ocut, ¥as t0 always secure two suoch peoplse in the
partioulsr Unit or Gffice that they were operating in, and -
the first job that eash of these Agents would get was 0
Bub;nit a complete report on the other, In that way whilst
vorking for us for pay we had them continnally watching eash

other, althongh they were una-are of the fact that they were :

"doing 80. A8 a matter of fact in any such case one Agent

did not 'know of the existence of the other. ‘Barly in 1920
the British deoided to eend over a specisl Investigator to
:I.nq'uire into every account in every Bank in Ireland with the
o‘bJeot of tracing or trying to seize the D41l Funds, as thess
ands were distributed over quite a conaidﬂrable nmnber of
liamﬁea. Thie man's name was Allan Bell and he was
subaeqnenﬂy shot while 'boarding a tramnar at Ballsbridge

in Haroh, 1920,

The War was now at its full height. Barraecks were
belng attacked and cgptured all over the country. Military

-.pata:.-ols ware dbeling ambushed and generally the enemy was

bowildered as the Army Of the city and towns hit herd and
then auddenly dlsappeared. In the country they formed
themselves into £ljing columns which were 80 elsuive that
that they could never be contacted by the strong enemy forces
mioh triod. to track them down, Intelligence vas
mtensir:led everyshere and practically every move of the
British was known in advance.

. i

| The Beitish tried big round-ups of all suspects and

pre:':a:red very elaborato 1istas, but 1t 1s rather smusing tol
know that the Intelligence Organisation was so good that 1t
usudlly was awere of the fact that these 1listas were baing
nrax;ared, and had a large number of oyolists standing bjr

3



here in Dublin Gity, .ready to rush out the individuals on
the liat'aa_ soon as we secwred a copy of 1t., In the same
_manner lists of suspecis to de rounded up in the sountry were
- forwarded by specilal messengers 'to the country. Invariably
we received a copy of the 1list sbout an hour befare the
Officer in Charge of the raiding party got his copy.

Qne of the mest important branches of the Intelligence
Service was arganised about the middle of 1920, ' It was
confined to the Post Office Workers throughout the country,
S8crters and Telegraphists in ‘the Post Office were organised -
t0 collect coples of all enemy measages whioh went through in
aods. letiers addressed to certain people who were on the
suspect 1ists which were supplied to these men were collected
a.nd bhended to GyH.Q, t0 be exemiz‘ied and subsequently posted
on to the addressee, The Telephone Exohanges made it
poseible even t0 tap certaln pumbers. Early on in our
Intelligence activities we ssoured the Police o Mllitaery
codes and 1t was an easy matter $6 follow up all changes in
the codes because they were all done by wire in the criginal
aodes and we were able thereby to get the following Fnonth"s
code - these codes were invarisbly changed sbout once a’
month, The smount of information gleaned through
deciphering these messages was emazing, The British never
suspected that we wers in possession of their codes and sent

' the majority of their instructions by this mesns. Hotel

workers, walters, ehambei'-maidé, hall porters and railway
officlals were organised. Porters and checkers on rallway
atations and on the Platforms of the oross-channel boats
were also’ 1n our service; even in the British Oivil aarv.tee
" and in Scotland Yard we had intel:l.:lgenn'e Agents,

In the Bost Office itself a regular staff was set up,
each man getting a number and on all msssagea sent to and rram
i these individuals their number only was q,uotad.. They were
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instruoted to lopk out for oel;tai.n types of corraapcmden'ce
and when any niar.t:lcular Tetters, of which we were aware fram
warious other Agents, were passing through the post these
were pelzed Dy owr men inside and sent on to0 G, H.Q.

Another method of securing 1nforma;1om through the medium of
the Post Office was: the seizure of ordinary malls. | . It is
amaming the emount of information which was secured by this
me thod as ensmy soldiers. and agentis: {vere most 1ndi§creet in

the type of letters they wrote hame to England.

The following is an extract from an article by
Pjaras Beaslaf in "publin's; Fighting Story" ;-

"The first astep towards creating a Volunteer,
. or (to use the later term) I.R.A. Intelligence
Service came from within this very ‘political
"seation' of the 'G' Divieion. Soame y men
in that body were in secret sympathy with those
they were required to spy upon, and made cautious
ovartures t0 8inn Féiners of their acquaintence
early in 1918, Through Mr. Michael Folsy,
Egmonn Broy, afterwards chlef Commissioner of the
Gérda 8iothchéna, came into touch with Michael CGollins
and arranged a systom Of sending him information.
About the sams time gnother patriotic detective,
Joo Kavanagh, and later another, Jamogs McNamars
(both since dead) got into touch with Thomas QGay,
Chilef Libraerian of Capel Street Corporation
. Idbrary, ané through him established a aystem aof
commnication with Michael Qollins. 8eén Duffy,
a volunteer, alsc acted as 'liaigon officer' with
Kevanagh and himself 4id Intelligence work. This
was the beginning of the aystematic undsrmining of
the British machinery of esplonage in Ireland.
Gubsequently Michael Oollins got in touch with
"another detective, David Keligan, who later was
sworn in as a member of the BEritish Secret Kervice!

"Apart from the value of the information
conveyed to him, Michael Collins was greatly
interested in the knowledge he gcquired of the
methods end syatem of working the politiceal Deteative
Department, and the ldems of establishing a counter
Intelligence Service, which shonld teke leaves from
the work of the enemy, had already begun to dawn on him,

L

"Gollins, Harry Boland end others received
warning of the 'German Flot' round-up of May 17gh,
1918, and escaped the net., Immediately after this
an Intelligence Department was set up Ly GuH.Q. The
late Eamonn Duggan was the first Directar, and his
first Intelligence Officer was Christopher Carbery.

But Michael collins‘st:u.; continued working in the
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same dirsction; though he wae at the time
AdJutant~General and Director of QOrgsnisetion ~

two most exacting poeitions, Pinglly, in 15319,
Michgel Colline became officially Director of
Intelligence and commenoed to organise a departiment
on a conpiderable scale, later resigning from his
other positions in arder t0 give it his full attention,
He had decided that Intelligence was of s0 much
impartance in countering enemy activities, that he.
must concentrate his energles on that branch of the
work. .

"Prior to this, in April 1919, Gollins: made a
dering midnight wisit to the headguarters of the
'G' Hivision in Brunswick Street, now Pearse Btreet,
Broy was alone on daty, and had locked the door of
the dormitory in which the other detectivesn were
sleeping, A number of secret documents and
gconfidentliel reports were locked up in a small room
an the upper floor, which Broy unlocked with a
skeleton key, and Ccllins spent several of the amall
hours of the morning studying these papers and mgking
notes, He was particularly amused by a report on
himself, which began with the words: “He comes of g
brainy Cork family®. ' .

. "Two days later the house of one detective was
railded by the I,R.A. and a second detective was tled .
up with ropes in the street and left there, T™his was
intended merely as a demonstration to warn them
egainet being too gzemlous in their duties, and it had
a marked effect on the men concerned and on the
detectiven generally. But some continued to show
apeclal energy and enimus in their work against the
I.R.A.., and, later, after repeated warnings, more
drastic action had to be taken. After some
casualties, the once-dreaded 'G' Divislion had ceased
to function sffectually. It was undermined and all
its. infarmation was being 'tapped' by the I1.R.A,
through those detectives: who were working far us;
those who had shown special animus against us were
known and unable to perform detective dutiles. without
risking their lives; and the majority of the force
found i1t prudent never to go heyond the strict
letter of their duties.

BIt was, as I say, early in 1919, that Collins .
began_to cregte a regular Intelligemce Depariment.
He was fortunafe in getiing the services of.

Liam Tobin as Chief Intelligence Officer. Tobin had
been previously doing Intelligence work for the
Dublin Brigade., . Later the aAssistant Quartermastier-
general, the late Tom Qullen, was: drafted into
Intelligence, Next in command came Frank Thornton.
‘The Intelligence Staff was bullt up slowly, as
axitable men were not emsily found. A good
Intelligence Officer 1s born, not made, but even the
man with a great deal of natural instinct for
detective work requires to be taught a great deal of
the technique of the businass. :

"he knowledge of exactly what information is
required, and how to set about obtalning 1t, the
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'sk111 in worming information fram confiding enemies,
the power to perceive the importance of seemingly

trivial and irrelevant mattera - there were oniy a
portion of the qualifications required.

10rfice work was almost as impoartant as outslde
wark, The co—-ordingtion of the information obtained,
the sygtematic and carefully planned filing of
information, documents, photographs, the gccumulagtion
of a mass of infarmation, readily accoesalble when
required, with regard to any person or thing, which wes
likely t0 be of value to the I.R,A., 1n thelr struggle
with their enemles -~ this Indoor wark was as essential
in its way .as the more picturesgue work out of doors,

"In July, 1919, 'The B8guad‘ was formed, e body
that played a big part in the subsequent fighting in
ublin. The 8gquad consisted of a smgll band of
Volunteers. attached to the Intelligence Department,
speclially selected for dangerous and difficult jobs,
Tthe firat commgnding officer was Michael McDonnell.
‘The sescond in comnand was Patrick Daly, who aftierwards
succeeded him as' 0/C.

"The activities of the Intelligence Department ’
continued to expand, The keys to police, officlal
and military cipher codes were obtalned, and gradually
a syetem was esiablished by whioh English official
messages were tapped at various postal centres and
decoded, Goples of the necessgry codes wers sent Lo
Intelligence Officers in the country to engble them to
deal at once with matters uwrgently concerning their
own unitse, . . .

"By the end of 1920, Battalion Intelligence
Officers were appointed in overy active area in
Ireland. These reported to their Brigade Intelligence
‘Officer who, in turn reported to Intelligence
Headquarters in Dublin, the letters and reports being,
of course, conveyed by 'secret post'. jlchael (Gollins
was 1n reguler communication with every active Brigade
Intelligence Officer in Ireland, and his files show
in wvhat an eleborate manner he .entered into every
detail of their woark.,

"Same of the Intelligence Officers in the country
were selested because they woere not known, even to the
I.R. A. themselves generally, to be in sympathy with the
national cause; and, as thelr work caused them to seek
the soclety of military officers, and even Black and
Tans, they came in for general opprobium and suspicion
from those not in the know, I have encountered some
emusing instences of this. That fine Killarney film,
"The Dawn", created a moving and dramaiic story out
of such a_situation.

"Postal employees, as I have hinted, came to play
A very dbig part in Fatelligence work, JIn London, the
late Sam Maguire and his helpers orgenised an elaborate
syastem of communication with the I,R.A., and of
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: intercepting enemy communieations, In Dublin - and

even on the mall boats — there was a body of workers
operating in collaboration with the Intelligence
Department, © In various parts. of the country, also,
postal employees. gave vahuable assistance,

. "Besldes the interception of lstters more direct
methods were employed. In February, 1920, the mail
qoar containing the day's officiel correspondense for
Imblin Castle was held up in Parnell 8quare, Dublin,
by ermed men, and gll the lettere were seized. All
the orosg—-channe) correspondence for fourteen
dopartments, inoluding those of the Lord lleutenant,
Chlef BSecretitary, Under Secretary, Military and R, I.C
were captured, . '

"ghartly after this the very G, P, O, itself (then
gltuated in the Rotunda Rink, after tho destruoction of
the O'Connell Street building in 1916) was invaded by
armed men and the Dublin Castle official correspondence
wae agaln selzed, - Of course, the fact was
faclilitated by inside infoarmation from those employed
in the G.P. O, -

"After this ‘'raids for mails' becams increasingly:
frequent, and ultimately the holding up of mail trains
and the selzure of officlial correspondence became a
frequent activity in various: Brigade areas throughout
the country. e local Brigade IntelXigenoce QOfflcer
inspected the seized correspondence and forwarded to
Dublin any documents which he regarded of sufficient
importance. o

"Big bundles of letters of Black and Tans gnd
Aurlliaries to their friends In England were captured
from time to timo. By this means the hame addresses
of many of these men were ascertained and the local
IL.RedAs ar I,R.B. men in the distriot notified,

By the end of 1919 the English authorities had
reslised the ineffectivenssa of ths once-dreaded ‘G’
Division and resorted to other methods. Secret Service
men and sples were brought over from England. One of
their ablest Seoret’'S§ervice men, Jemeson, asctually
sacceeded in imposing on Michgel Collins for a time and
came within an ace of securing his capture. Ultimately
Jemeson was shot dead on the Ballyman Road.

“By 1520 Dublin was full of British Intelligence
Officers - but these men were heavily handicapped in
their work, Unlike the 'G' men, they had no personal

- knowledge of who was who, they had never seen any of

the men vho were wanted, they were, for the most part,
woofully ignorant of Dublin; and their Bnglish accents
were hardly caloulated to allay Irish susplcions.

Ard now began another activity of the Intelligence
Department. ]

“"The errival of certain British- Inte}ligence
Officers in Ireland in March 1920, was followed by the
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murder of Lord Hayor Thomaes MacCurtain of Coark, and
later by the muwrders of other prominent Sinn Péiners:
in the country and in Dublin. "Michael Collins
intercepted letters from these British Officers whidh
alearly proved the existence of a 'murder plot', for -
which they had been 'given a free hand'. _

In May, 1920, a number of members of D4ll Aireann
and other praminent §inn Féiners received typewritten
'éeath notices' through the post.

YRy a wonderful piece of detestive work, worthy of
a Sherlock Hplmes, the Director of Intelligence, I.R,A.,
‘was able 0 prove that these notices were typed by the
Intelligence Department of the Dubiin District of the
Bnglish Army in I>eland, He ascertainsd what officers
woere rosponsible,  He oven ascortalned the typewriter
wlth which the notices were typed.

: "Each new discovery opened up new svenues of -
Information, Gradually our Intelligence Department
learned all the persomnel of the English Intelligence:
Staff, their gppearance, hours, haebits and haunts.
Later a nunber of English officers: living outside
barracks as eivilians under disguised names were traced,
end some of the murdars of Irish citizens were
@efinitely traced to these men,- a number of whom met
their end on November 218t, 1920, the day popularly.
known as 'Hioody Bunday'."”

Early in March, 1920, I was sent to Limerick to
investigate the shooting of Jim ﬁalton. I was accanpanied
by Joe Dolan. It appe:ared that Dalton, ﬁﬁo was a VYolunteer
attached to the ist City Battalion, Limsrick, had been shot
by Volunteers of the 2nd Gity Baltalion, Limerick, on the -
.assumption that he was working as an enemy agent. Dolen
and I got down to our investigations end after a week's
careful survey we were sble to estsblish the fact that Dalton,
as: an Intelligence Officer Of the 1st City Battelion,
Limerick, was only doing his duty as such and had contacted
certaln enemy agents, l.e, 'G' men, and hsd met them fairly
frequently and had secured some very valueble information
from them. = Unfortunstely at that time in Limerick some
estrangement‘ existed between the two B?attaliona, brought
ebout, I understand, by the failure of lLimerick to fight
during 1916, the Second Battalion being a new Battelion,
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- formed after 1916, while the First Battalion was composed

chiefly of those who had been Volunteers at the time of the
Rising. However, we were able %0 prove conclusively and
submit sufficient &efin:lta ovidence to G.H.qQ. that Dalton's
name was completely clear.

We had Just completed owr imvestigations when the
Black and Tans arrived in Limerick for the first time.
I remerber the evening weli. It was some time towards the
end of March. They arrived in a st.ring of lorries end
heralded their arrival by proceeding to shoot up the oity,
left, right and centre,- PEOth Iolan and I were staying in
the @lentworth Hotel, which is on the main road to the
Rallway Station, Just past the Glentworth stands Tate's
@lock, standing at least 120 £t.. high and brilliantly-
1 luminated at night. We were awaken.ed by shooting at sbout
12,30 t0 1 a.m¢ and on looking t.h:rough the window we gaw
thirty or forty Black end Tans all lying on the road and
h_a:ﬁng a cockshot at Tate's Clock with thelr rifles, After
a bit they were argenised by someons in oontrol end they
proceeded 10 shoot in regular relays at the clock. @Getting

. tired of this after a bit, they then forced their way into

the Glentwarth and inslsted on the Hanagement opening up the
Bar. By this time Dolan and I had arrdved at the top of thd

- house and had succeeded in getting the skylight opened ready

to make a break aoross: the roofe should these gentlemen

decide to came upstairas, However, after carocusing downstalirs:
far about an hour they made their departure. Dolan #nd

I were suceessful in getting out of Limerick the following day
with a crowd going to the Junction Race Meeting, Tis was
the only wey of getting out of Limerick as the engine drivers,
firemen and guards on the railway refused to0 move any trains
on which British Milltary or Blacik and Tans trevelled.

48 a reauit_ the British marched up a crowd every day to the
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off Oon every occasion.

About the middle of 1920 a man arrdved in Dublin,
a Mr, Idgm Devlin, with hie family, and purchased a licensed
vintner's establishment right opposite the Rotunda Hospital
in Parnell §treet. This men had been actively associated
with the §inn Péin Movement and the Volunteers in Scotland
and through same friends of his contacted Mr. Se&n O Muirthuile
who was then Secretary of the Gaelic Lseague. -
82én §,Muirthuile at that time was closely associated with
the Suprems Council of the I,R.B, and also the Volunteer
Executive and was a close friend of Michael Gollins,
He introduced Llem Devlin to Mick Qollins and after discussing
the general situation Liam offered the full use of.h:l.a'
establishment to the I,R,A. This offer Mick readily
accepted and at the end of. a short perilod it be;:ame Mick's
unofficiel headquarters. |

We used Devlin's extensively and every n:l.ght Mick,
Gesrfid O'Sullivan, Liam Tobin, Dermot O'Hegarty,
Plaras Beaslaf, Frank Thornton, Tom Cullén end Joe O'Reilly
et there » the events Of the day'-we‘x-e discussed and plans
wore made for the following day. aAny particular Golumn
leader or Brigade Officer arz;iving in town was generally
instructed to report to Devlin's.

From this perliod onwards: Devliin's not alone became our
meeting place but Mrs. Devlin acted in the capacity of a
very generous hosiess. Visitors from the country never left
without getting a meal and in quite a large number of
instances a bed for the night. It can be readily understood
that a headquarters of this kind in the heart of the city was
valuable to the movement generally and particularly to the
Intelligence end Of things, for, being a publichouse, mno
notice was taken of people continually golng in and out.
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I think the Devlin family deserve the very best th,a_nka of
the nation for their contribution to the fight far freedom,

_.ﬂB' I mentioned in g previous paragraph, Mick Gollins
left this headquarters practically every night bardering
on curfew on his old Raleigh bicycle and on many an occasion
Tan Guilen, Liam Tobin and myself left about the same tims
and started on our journey across town to Rathmines where
we had a flat in Grosvenor Road, but on numerous occasions
it was found neceasar;r t0 stay the night, sometimes because
of enemy activity in the immediate vicinity or becguse it
was necésséry 10 remain in town for an éa.rly morning-

operation the following day.

On a couple of occasions we had exciting experiences.
One night the British decided to rald Pernell 8quare, house
by house. Needless t0 remark, nons of us wez:xt to bed 1in
p,ev;L;n's_on that particular night. We kept a sharp look.out
and about an howr after they started the raid one of our
party reported that they could hear the movements of men on
our own roof. - This was _t00 near t0 be healthy but the raid
continued and without any attempt on the part of the anemf
t0 search the houses on owr side of Parnell S_q.uq.re. Fram
what we discovered afterwards, it would appear that the
party on the roof were a covering off party for the raiding
rarty in the 8quare. Little Xhey knew that what they were
looking for was right underneath them all the time.

an another occaesion we woke up to find that the area
from the carner of Parnell 8quare going westward towards
Capel 8treet was cordoned off with barbed wire barricades -
we_were Just outside the cordon, Thie particular barricade
oextended right down to the Quay and right up to Broadstonse.
Everyone within that area was held and the houses thoroughly

searched but on this occasion as well the British wore as
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lucky as they had been on previous occasions and they
succeeded in finding what the c_onnauaht man shot at -
f'pothing".

On another occaslon while we were upstalrs in the
Diningroom a British militery patrol entered the publichouse
underneath and searched all the custcamers and then left
without going upstairs.

ghlle it wquld appear to héve bsen a very riasky -
business. on om part to occupy a premises like this in an
area which was receiving sush special attention from the
eneny, one has gpt-_ to remember that we ha& always an escape
through the kitchen over the flat roofs at ‘the rere.

.. To Liem Deviin and his family must go the best thenks
©of the pation for their contribution, and it is pleasant to
record that Liam is still eg;]oyipg_perfec_t, health and 18 a
successful business men in the city. GQne of his sons 18 at

present our Minister in Italy.

grgaenisation of Intelligence w.jl.thin the_D,M,P.

About the middle of 1920 I was instructed by
liick @ollins to repart to a house in Rathgar Avenus and
meet Sergeant Matt Byrne of the Rathmines Statlon and
Gonstable Mannlx of Donnybrook Btatlon, I think the name
of the people who lived in the house was Donovan. I had
a very lengthy discuseion with these two D.M. P, Officers,
who had already mot and discussed the matter with

Hlchael Collins, and together we elaborated a scheme of

crganising the D.M.P. in such a way that 1t could be a

useful asset 0 _the I.R.A. in compiling Intelligence reports
on enemy sotivitles, perticularly et night time. We finally
succeeded in enroling the following D, M, P. men;-
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Two Gulhene brothers of College 3ireet, one of whom was a

8tation Sergeant thers.

Baurlice Ahern, CGonstable at }Donny’b;-ook.

" 8ergt. Mannix at Donnybrook,
Bergt. Matt Byrne at Rathmines.
Qonstablo BReary at Kevin _qtreet.

Gonstable Petier ibely then Kingstown.
Gonstable Paddy MeEvoy at Domybrook,
Sergt. P. O'Sullivan at Piizgibbon Bireet.
Constable Mick O'Dea at Donnybrook.

In addition there were one or two constables in
various other 8tations whose names I cannot remember, but
in the maln they were work;ng under the control of the men

I have mentioned hera,

When ons understands the tactics adopted by the enemy
&uring that period one can readily realise the importance of

having con_tact'ed auch men as I haeve described. On every .

occasion when enemy forces went on raids they invariably
brought along a D.M.P. man with them ar, as hapPened in
aulte a 1ot of cases, the D.M.P. were advised in advance
that raids were to take plece that night in a cqrtain area
and as a result the information was passed on to us in
ad.vax‘i'ce. Ewen when they went on these ralds without having

' time to give us warning, they were able to cover up for

I.R. A, men if they happened to recognise them, or if they_
happened to think that there was anything to be covered up.
Cne of these msen, Sergeant Mannix, describes in a
ecaumunication which I quote hereunder his generdl expefience
during that ;:er:l.od, and ‘I give it as an ind.:l.ca_ttion of the

+ value that these men were to us during the whole period ;-

"l secured names and addresses of British
8ecret Service Officers who wers shot on 'Blocdy Sunday'.
I secured information as to where raids were to take
Place when stationed in Domaybrock. I was on several
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cccasions detalled for duty at the Show Grounds,
Ballsbridge, and, subsequently, had to acecompany
British Officers fepm the Show Grounds who were
engaged in searching houses 1n Donnybrook ares.

On a few ocaaslons whlle accompanylng the search
parties, ] seved the lives of men who were found
in the houses that were beling searched, as

I informed the¢ officers in charge that those men
woere law ablding cltizens, although in each case
they were much wanted men. , The officer, relying
on my information, then withdrew and the men got
safely away. n one occasion I was with a search
party, the officen: in charge being

Lisutepant Rrbdokbank, who wae ettached to the
Royal Irish Rifles. Ee knogcked at the door of a
certain house and when the dcor was opensd I saw a
nunber of men playing cards, one of whom I knew to
be a very much wanted man. - I informed the officear
that they were all friends of my own and we retired,
leaving the men to escape. He also knocked at the
doar of another house where a much wanted men was
residing, He escaped before we entered and went
to stay with a friend of his, On the followling day
he was observed by a Beoret Service Agent who
immediately informed Donnybrook §tation and
instruoted a police officer attashed 0 Donnybrook
Btaticn as to where thia wanted man could be found.
Bverything was In regdiness for the rald to take
place that night. In the meantime I got in touch
wlih some friends of this wanted man and got him to
qult the place that night, The house was searched
very minutely but they found nothing atthough the
officer commented when leaving Donnybrook -

"Thls man escaped last night but he wont escape
to-night", whigh indicated their 1ntention of
shooting him on the 8pot.

20n another occasion while accompanying a
British Officer on a lorry during curfew he s topped
the iorry and questioned two men who were walking
along the footpath at Ballsbridge and ordered them
into the lorry. hen getting in I saw theae men
drop some books and papers intentionally.

I immedlately, and unknown 40 the officer, picked
them up and put them inside my tunie. Having them
examined later I found they were importent documents
relating to the I,R,A. Movement. I immedlately had
them returned to the owners through the medium of
Mr. Sefn Mc@.ynn.

"I also attended a number of meetings at
Willigmstown, Booteratown, and et Rathgar Avenue,
which were convened for the purpose of passing the
death sentence on a nuvber of sples, The death
sentence was passed on 9 or 10 informers for a date
not fized, The following are the namss of those
who sat at that meeting;- The lete Michael Collins
gnd Frank Thornton, Mr. M. Byrne, Mr. James Sullivan
and myself, At this partioular meeting Michael Collins
informed us that should the gtruggle for freedom be a
success we would be compensated in some way for our
activities, " I alao secured informatiom pertaining
t0 a cheque which was being recelved fram the British
Secret Gervice by "Andrew Enigh® who was employed as
a Tram Inspector on the Dalkey line, A8 a result of
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this information he was taken off a tram cer, taken
out to Killiney @olf Links and shot. I also wish to
state that I was assoclated with Mr. Frank Saurin
whilst trying to aspprehend _ who was
known to the I.R,A. a8 being an informer, she having
glven information to the Black dnd Tans, as $©0 where
the late Austin Stack could be captured. * I might also
add that during the early stages of the siruggle I was
in ¢close touch with I.R.A. Officers of my native
Kerry, including Patrick Guerin, Denis Guerin, and my
cousin Patrlick Mamnix and the late Commandant
Danle]l Alman, who was killed in an engagement with
British troops on 21st March, 1921. an one oceaslon
I wrote to Commandant Danlel Alman algnifying my -
intention of resigning from the force, and also stated
that I was in oclose touch with the I.R,A. Officers
in the Metropolis, On rocelpt of my letter Allman .
got in touch with my mother and explained the contents
of my letter in detail, 4Aliman then instructed her
t0 advise me t0 remain in the force as, in his opinion,
it would be a far greater asset to the Movement by
remaining in it, Consequently, I remained and
continued by ellegiance to the Movemsnt until the
cease fire order%,

In February, 1921, an order was issued from Gy He Qa
instructing all our Officers, Intelllgence and otherwise ; in
the city to have at hand a tin of paraffin oil and a supply

‘of Engineer's weste, The instructions issued were that at

all costs the offices must be held by the ocoupants until the
contents could be set on fire, thus preventing useful

. information from falling into enemy hands.

gome time about the end of that month, IWaB'WBI' in
our office in Crowe Street - Liam Tobin, Prank Seurin,
Charlie Byrne, Joe Dolan, Charlie Dalton, Joe Guilfoyle and
myself were present. Buddenly one of the party rushed in
and infarmed us that a large convoy of guxiliaries had drawn
Up in the street and that they were all getting out of the
lorries, On looking out of the window we discovered that
about ten lérnﬂ.ea-rull of auxiliaries were stretched from
Dame 3ireet down to the cormer of Cec édiia Gtreet.
The occupants had all got out of tﬁe-lm:les and were standing
in groups on the footpath. % immediately prepared to set
fire to everything in the office and sent Dolan, Charlie Byrne
and Guilfoyle down to the first landing with grenades;
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Charlie Dalton was posted at the upper window ready to
drop grenades down on the auxilisries if they attempted 4o
come in. However, the order to set fire was not giveh until
soine move was. made by the enemy -~ a sort of armed truce '
appoered to exist for about a half an hour - then to our
emazement the auxlllaries: all got back into the lorries again

and drove avaye

We were completely at a 1loss t0 understand what all

" this meant and proceeded to investigate the situation, when

t0 our amagement we discovered that the only reason the

~auxiliaries; came down Crowe 8treet on that particuler day was

80 that one of their Majors: could secure a watch which had

been left in at a jewellery repair shop two docre, awvay from us,
t

Gn another: occasion about two months later, I think 1t
‘would have been aﬁoﬁt April, Military and Auxiliariles again '
‘ralded the area, dut this time 1t was the Im‘iv'ersity Hall in
Ciocelta Street that wes ra:ldéd as they had been watching
‘the students: going in and out of that hall f?r acme time and
had become suspicious that they must be voluhteprs. However,
‘there were no arrests made on that particular day and they
'decamped after holding up the area for gbout an hour,

I think it 1s only right t0 Bay here that the men
working on the railways were one of owr mcst vaiuable aaaeta.
They roported regularly on the movemsnts: of individual :enem_y
officers and SecTet Service agents moving ‘up and down the
country and also assisted the transport of arms and

ammunitlion from plece to place,

It would not be possible t0 go into minute detailed

. explanations of all the methods employed by our various

branches of Intelligence and Secx;et Service and a story llke
this can only aim at giving a general resumé of the whole
position, I think that at this stage it would be well to
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give an ipsipght into soms of the actual happenings which
took place, paz.'tiouliarly around Dublin. You will remember
that earlier on I referred to the fact that we had succeeded
in getting a few of our men into the British Secret Service,
Cne of these, Dave Neligan, was ectually ‘a‘arv'ing in the
]m‘itish.Forces'in the 'G' Division (Detective) and had on
numbrous oocasions: intimat4d his inteéntion to friends of his
resigning, but was: urged on to take a different course and
to cultivate certain Ieading Secret. Service end Intell:lgenqe
Officers. in the British Army, resulting in his eventually
being appointed an §.S., man in Dublin, attached to Dublin |
Caftle. - The system adopted by British Secret Service men
in the eity of Dublin wes to Burround themselves with a |
nﬁmber of touts, these invarlably elso were English, snd at
different periods these touts were brought together fof
eonsultation, with some emusing results, On one occcasion
I was; asked by this 8.8. man (Dave Neligan) to have the late
Major General Tom Gullen and myeelf meet him and some friends
6f,.h15 at Rebbiattl Saloon, Marlboro' Street, and as you
know there are high-backed seats with g table in the middle,
and Tom and T found ourselves with three of these touts
sitting around a table having fish and chips. & general
discussion was taking rlace when opne of these fellows, who
w‘.aa? an English man, turned round to me and said - "@or blimey,
how did you learn the Irish bragué.’ We're here in Dublin
for the last twelve| months and we can't pick up any of it,
'yet ryou fellows seem:t0 have perfected it", of courss,
naturally we told them that there was an art in theme
matters, and just passed i1t over. .Hatm'a.lly men of this
kind. were very little use in the Eritish but tﬁey didn't

realise that until it was: too late.
I

o
Another man who succeeded in getting himaelf into the
. . l : :
Br:l.t:l_ah 8ecret Berv:l.cl:e was an ex-RBritigh Officer who had
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retained his old assoclations with officers of the
.BEritish Army who were still in Ireland, a Dublin born man

of a very good family,. His nafe is. Boaumont - (a brother
of B8eén. Béaumont). This man knew very litile about the
Rational Movemsnt and was: heard boasting in public on at
least half a dozen occasions: that he was going all out to
earn £20,000. reward for the ceputre of Michgel Collins,.

In actual fact he meant 1t and I believe if at that time he
hed sn opportunity of handing over Collins he probably might
have done 80. However, CGollins heard the story aend knowing
this man's brother very well, who hsppened to be a good
Irish Irélander, he arranged with the brother to have the
Ex-Officer brother at a certain rendezwous. Tom Cullen
'a.mi I waere present at the interview and after a.long
~discussdon, Gollins of course revealed himself and said,

"I am the fellow that 1s worth £20,000". 8o impressed was
flils men with his interview with Gollids that he subsequently
came and offered his services to us, . Now in all these

.matters one has t0 take a chance, and Collins again showed

- his good judgment by taking a chance with this man, raanlting

in the man's application to his friends in the British Army
. being not alone Beriously considered, but he was actually

accepted into the Zecret Service.

At that time most of the British Secret Service Agents,
. and British Intelligence Officers and Auxillary Intell:lgénce :
, affﬁers met at a plece which was well known in Dublin as
'Kidds Buffet - Kidds Back 1t wes kmown - in Grafton Street,
and preaently J'?mnets Back, Now here is where a 1ot of
our informgtion. was: plcked up, and again it had %0 be plcked
'p;p by taking a very big risk. Tom Cullen, Frank Saurin snd
myself were deputed to act with our two Secret Service frienda
who then frequented Kidds Euffet with the Secret Service.
uo were 1ntroanced in the ordinary way as touts: and eventually
rbeoame great friends of men llke Major Bennett, Colonel Aimes
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and a nunber- of other prominent Secret Service Officers. '
Naturally Collins. and all his staff and the whole
activities of the organisation were discussed there daily.
On one day, one of these officers: turned suddenly to
Tom Cullen and said, "Surely you fellows know these men -
Liam Tobin, Tom Cullen and Prank Thoraton, thesé are Gollins:'
three officers and if you can get these fellows we would
logate Collins himaelr'f. Needless to remark, if the ground
opened and. awallowed us: we could not have been mors surprised,
and for the moment we felt that we had walked into a trap,
but that wasn®t so at all. .It was: a genuine gquery to the
three Irishmen whom they believed should know all about the
p-ért‘icfﬂ.az" fellows they mentioned, The fact remains: that
although they knew of the existensce of the three of us and
they knew of the existence of Collins, they actually had no
photograph of any of us, and hati a very poor description of
either Collins or the three of us.

However, the British at this time, realising that the
terrorism of the Black an' Tans burning and looting was: not
going to succeed unless they could ectually put their fingep
on. our Headquarters Staff and eliminate us in that way.

With that end in view they decided to set up a full time
gecret Service outside of the Army, working on proper
continental lines: with a Central Headguarters and other houses
forming minor centres scattered all throughout the city in
which they operateds In this way they build up quite a
formidsble organisation and were without doubt securing

quite a lot of veiy valuable information,

 Information wes gleaned in a lot of instances: through
i;he cerelessneas or idle talk of individuals, but I am
rather proud to say not from informers on our side, because
there is ome thing we csm boast of in the Movemont from
1916 to 1921 end that is that we bred no informers,
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G H. Q. Intelligence got down to the job of traoking
doun and checking up on the activities: of this new Secret
Sarvice OGrganisation slmost at once and 1t was not long
until we knew their Headquarters and thelr two Sub-
Eeadquartera, send in ac-i;;ual fact we discovered that the
caretaeker of one of the houses from which they operated in
Lower Pembroice Stroet was: the glaster of an 01¢ I.R. A, man,
You can imagine the rest, contact was made. It was soon
magnaged to get en I.R.A. man appolnted as: hail porte;- and.
gradually others were placed on the variocus staffs in the

- houses:;, resulting in very valuable information being

collected from British Secret @ervice, In actual fact we
hed a key for the hall~door and keys of gll the doors of
all the roocms in these houses, We tracked down and got a
complete detailed report on every individual, In this
respect I would 1ike 0 pay a very high tr.ibqte to the
Intelligence Officers of the Dublin Brigade who rendered
such very #eluable service to G.H. Q. 1n eompiling that
information, I had thé honour to be in charge of that
particular job of scamplling all that information and got
the wery unenvious: job of presenting my full report to a
joint meeting of the DAl Qmbinet and Army counc:u, at:
wh:l.ch meeting I had to prove that each and every man on my
list was an accredited Secret Service man of the British
Goverment, This, as everyhody can realise, -wa.é- not an
easy task, but provea one thing, that is that our
Gﬁwez-.nmenﬁ and our Army were not going .to allowi eny man to
be shot without the fullest possible proof being produced |
of hi‘s: guilt; Gur men have been referred t0 as the
"murder: gang® from time to time by cur enemy, but I can
assure you that whether in the Brigades: throughout the
gountry or here in Dublin, no man was ever shot during the
Tan War except in an open fight snd a fair fight, unlesa
he hdd firat received the benefit of a full court-martial.
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Very often as: you know 1t was not posasidble to have the man '
mesent at hie own courtmartial, but what I mean to convey
1z that the proof had to0 be absolutely a full 100% water—
tight before any mction could be taken.

Oxr history tells 1.;he' result of our effortas on that
occasion. The British Secret Service was wiped out on the |
21st November 19'20.- " That morning was one of the most
¢eritical ones in the history of ouxr Mowement. Men were
asked to do somsthing on that day which ws outside the
ordinary scope Of the soldier, but realising their duty to
their country and always being ready to obey orders, all
jobs were executed. In some instances the I.R.A. parties
were aci‘.ually surprised and running fighta took place with -
superior forces: of auxiliaries along the mirsets, but in thp
words o.;l:‘.‘-the Enemy Pre_ss and of the Enemy Officers who
'witnessed it, "no greater deeds of herolsm were ever seen
than those which took place on the streets: around Mount
ﬁreet and Pembroke: 8treet, in these open running fights"

~where our mén in actual fact defeated an overwhelming and

superior force and then safely got away with their wounded,
Wnat happened that day (recorded in history as: Rloody -
gunday) 18 well known tO0 everybody. Revenging themselves
on the ordinary cltizens the enemy let armoured cars loose 1
1nF O'Connell 8treet and in other sireets in Duklin,

Armoured cars flew up and down 0'Connell 8Sireet on the
footpathas shooting left, right and centre, and then the
eiima.x, croi:a Park, Tens of thousands of people were in
Croke Perk to witness the match between Tipperary and Dublin,
Our Imtelligence got the 1'nformat ion (but it was: then too
late to do anything) thet the British were going t0 mow down
the crowd at Croke Park, To attempt to do anything would
héve caused a greatér massacre than what. actually happened,
but the 1nrormat1§n was given privately to the officials,
and an attempt wes made to quletly flle the people out, but

b
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. befare anything serious could be done the Auxiliaries:

arrived and with machine-guns proceeded (o mow down that
thickliy congregated mass of people. Players and spectators

' alike were killed, wounded or maimed, &nd the.British were

so anxious to score another brillient wictory that they kept
shootlng untll every man wes out of the ground.

Dick MoKee and Peadar Clency who had been captured the night
before were idefitified”and brutally murdered in Exchange .
dourt on -the Sunday night. Om~ In'l'-'elligence was busy all
that dsy trying to looate them and finally when they did 1t
was. an impossibility to take them out of the .Btron'g_es:t
enemy néa::l.t:l.on in the city.

In verious statements: made by Englich writers dealing
with this particular incident, 1,e. Bloody md’a"“,.’ it has
béen suggested that the officers shot on that particuler
morning were court-mertiszl officers. This: is: completely
mécwrate.- As. I have. glready mtimuatéd in the foregoing:
paragraphs, gréat caere was exercised in checking up on the
activitles of gll. these men.and the Cabinet and Army Council
had to be satisfied that they were aétually employed on
asc;-et s;arvice work.h'ere in Ireland before they would agree

to their execution. These men were a vei*y doefinite Secret

. Bervice organisation operating outside the various Barracks

or Headquarters in Dublin and were established with the main
object of demtroying our Headquaeriers end Army lof“ganiaat ion
and ‘the fact that we, who became awere of their activities
earlier on, and smashed them by one military operation on

B oody Sunday, is sufficlent answer I think to thoaq who
would try to confuse the issue by suggesting that they were
ghot purely .beoause they had mcted in the capacity of gourt-
mertial officers on some of our comrades. There is no doubt
whatesoever but that they were active members of g very active

Secret Service Organlsation and were dealt with accordingly.
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For some months before Hloody Sunday our e

Intelligence Orggniaation underwent a change. = We took
on additional men - Ned Eellegher, Joe Kav;_na_.gh,, .
Gon 0'Neill, Bob O'Neill snd Joe Dolan. I took up my
néw Kéaﬁquarters in the old ancient Concert Roams in
Poarse Street with a sign on the outaide of the hall-door
"O'Donoghue & Suith, Manufacturers Agents'. We actually
had certain a_am:plea there if anybody ealllted' in to
investigate, The main body of our Agents oceupled the
blg room 1n the front, 48 18 well knov;n, a}l the jobs
carried out by G.KQ. in Dublin at that time were
carried out by the G H. Q. 8quad which wase, gt. the

period of which I am speaking, under the control of

Mick McDonnell,  Mick McDonnell was the first 0/C. of
the Dublin Syuad snd remained Q/C. until some time

after Bloody Sunday, when his: health collapsed and he

was sent {0 Oalifornia by Mick Collins. = About this
pgriod Paddy Daly took over control of the}_ 8guad.

‘e rrocedure adopted on all Jobs, however, was this ;

The Intelligence Officer having carried out his
i_mre_atigationa to the Batis.faction of & H.Q., the
operation was then ordered by Mick Collins, htut the
Intelligence Officer or Qrficoers who had ca;r:r:l.ed_ out

“that investigation always accompanied the 8quad for

the_,cér;-y;l.r_lg out of the operation to enawre correct
identification of the individual.

[ E NN N ]
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List of Secret Service Men Killed or Wounded on

Bloody Sunday, 2ist November, 1920.

Captain Fltzpatrick

Mr. Snith

Captaln MeGlean _

Mr. Galdron

Mr, Mazhon

M. Peel escgped
A. Eorris

Frank Furniss

Captain Newbury

Lt. Aimes
Lit. Bennett

Major Dowling
Capt. Price
Capt. Keeslyside
Colonel @oodcock

2 Earlsforti Terrace.

Defence Officer, Co. (lare.

117 Morelhiampton Road.

22 Ir. Mount Street.

Auxie
Auxie

92 Ir. Baggot Street.
court Martlial Officer.,

38 Upper Mount Sireet.

Grenadier
Motor Transport

28 Upper Pembroke §treet.

Grenadier auara.e
Royal Englineers
Lancashire Pusiliers-

Colonel Montgomery died of wounds

Lt. Murray

Capt. McCormack
Lto Wil’de

" Capt. Eaggallay

Royal. 8cots

Greaham Hotel,

119. Lower Baggot Street.

Court Martial Officer

K.

K.

K.

[yl
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Admitted By British;

2 Court Martial COfficers.
2 Auxies,

11 Other Offlcers,
4 @ounded )

= 13 Officers killed, 2 Auxies killed.

L ad el

The activities of the Intelligence Department were
not: confined to this country. ‘fThey were entrusted with the
carrying out of a very big and 1ﬁnport§nt Jjob in the city of -
London about the end of 3980, At that period the auxililaries:
i;atfolled the streets of Dublin cilty in caged Eancia cars,

the 1<.>b;]ect of the cage being to prevent our ambushing troops
rrdm_throwing grenades; into the lorg'ries. This:, however, did
not deter Our troops as some very ingenious: methods were :
employed to get over that Qifficulty with great successa. -
Purt:hei- precauntions. were thc;n taken by the enemy to enzure
_theijr safe conduct throughout the city, these prec aﬁtiona
were. of a nature that no honourable enemy ever employed no
matter what the circumetances. § wooden post was erected in
the middle of the Eencia car and to.this post one of our
.T.D's, vho was a prisoner: at the time was: handcuffed, and thesr
then: proceeded to towr the city with the imvlitation "Now bomb
us", knowing quite well that any attempt to ambush that JJorr.y'
would result in the death of our own DAL member, Tt was
with the object Of countering this move that the operation in’
London was ordered, and although It only tekes a shart time to
tell, the job wasm colossgl. How aolossal I am fully aware,
es I was. one of thée principel Intelligence Qfficers in London -
on its organisation, @e were instructed to be ready on a
sultable date within any one week to srrest twelve members of ,
the then British Government. This number was to inolude
Cabiniet Ministers: if possible, Now t0 ensure that the Job

would be 's'ucceasrul. it was necessary to check up on the

. movements of practicelly every member of the British House of

Commons who wats on the Government Benches:, 80 as t0 arrive at a

|



mmber who did a regular thing on the samo pight every .

. week. After s month's check-up, during which some ge_ry_i__
interesting side-lights were disclosed on the private liv;a
of menbers .of the Britlsh Government, we arrived at the
.8tage where we had a definite list of twenty-five members
of Parliament who did a regular thing on the same n:l.ght

qrvery weok,

_ _Our next job _w;as t0 mgke these men known to the
menbers of ouwr Army who were in London, so that when the
time came to arrest them they would be identified easily.
Fhen through owr London Grganisation we procured lists of
h:ot;se_s-. where they could be kept in different parts of
anland aand everything was; set .-~ men, transpart and
_re_po:;ted_ our readiness to owr own G H.Q. in nublin and
evalted instructions,

- - - .

In the meantime, however, the British for some reason
changed tht;ir tactics in Preland and ceased to endanger the
lives of .our own T,D's. by carrying them around on their
lorries, and a8 a result ouwr own Goverrment called off the
London. operation. Although the Job was called@ off I cannoi
say that I was; sorry as 1t woul«_i have. been a very very
di.t:j'ficult Jjob and, if we fa;led., the reputation of our
whole department was at etake, but we had built up our Flans
50 well that we were all very confident that we would mgke a
huge sucvess of 1it.

The three af 'us who wént to London in connsction with

the carrying out of the kidnapping job_(myeelf, Seén Flood
and, George Pitzgerald) were, gf'_ course, in constant touch
with Eeggie Dunne and Sam Maguire of the London IR.A. Unit,
qnd‘-the who:l_e. Intelligence organisation of the ILondon ares
was at .our disposal. One day when Se&n Flood.and I were
going out to dcton on a routine check~up on the Underground
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Metr.0poiitan Rallway, we ran into Jestminster Station
to £ind the 11£% gates just closing, 8edn Flood turned
round to me and said, "“I'll race you to the bottom down
the runway™. It was a long winding passage with about
three bends on i1t. Sefin raced off in front and diasppeared
around the second last bend gbout a few fe-et in front of me.

I heard a terrific crash and on coming around the carner

I fell over two men on the ground, one of whom was

gedn Flood. We pickéd ourselves up and both assisted in.
helping to his feet the man whom Sefn Flood had knocked down.
TO our amazement two other men who were with him ardered us
Eto put our hands up. We more or less ignored them and
B8tarted to brush down the man and gpologise to him when to

|
.our amazement we discovered that the man we had knocked down

was Lloyd George, the Prime Minister of England. The first

‘agt of Lloyd George was t0 fell his two guards to put their
‘guns away, which the Y Sy reluctant to do, pointing out
‘that from owr speech we were evidently Irishmen -

Lloyd George's: answer o this wes, "§ell, Irishmen or no

| Irishmen, if they were out to shoot me I was shot long ago'.

' Little he knew the people he was dealing with on that

. particular occasion but after a few muttered apologles on.our

- part we went on our way towards the apation, btit I can tell

you that we did not go to Acton. We got a traln in the
opposite direction and got out at the next 8tation and made

sure that we woren't being rolloued.

October 1920. - :
As the War developed so did the asctivities of the

Intelligence Qrganisation right throughout the whole country.
Very valusble information was collected on the movement of
troops, resulting i_.n successful ambushes in almost every
part of the country. During all this period it must be
remembered ?_ha.t -the gﬁemy Intelligence and activity was also

very active, resulting in very ssrious. losses t0 o side
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in the death Of men like Sedn Preacy, who was killed in
Telbot Street in October 1920, after he end Dan Breen had
successfully reslsted an attempt by the British Secret .
Service Officers to capture them at Professor Carolan's
house, Drumcondra, 11th October, 1920. ¥t was well known
that these men mede a heroic fight and succeeded in fighting .
thelr way clear of the Britlsh Eo:-c_e.a, killing two officers
and wounding guite a number of others. _However, the fates
were against Gedn Preany, a British spy recognised him in
Talbot Bireet as a convoy was pa-ss:l.ng and he was riddled
by machine-gun fire.

.. This was rather an unfortunate day in Dublin because
on the wmorning of 12th October our- 18t Battalion tried to
capture an grmoured car at. the Bank at. Fhibsbaro' corner.
This gt_t.empt falled, one man being killed. Later on that
day we had organised part of the A.S.U. and Dublin Squads to
stand-by at various vantage p_oints_ a_waii_til,ng instructionsa.

In the meantime owr Intelligence Officers were scattered
along the Quays on the route of the funeral procession of
those who were killed the day before in the attempt to

capture Dan Breen and S8eén Treacy at Professor Cardlan's

‘house. Gur information was th_ai;‘- Hemar Greenwcod,

Gonerel Tudor and otherg prominent officers would take part
in the funeral procession, and 1t was decided that an attempt
would be made to shoot- them en route. ~ With this purpose

in mind Liam Tobin, Tom Cullen, m:;k McKee, ljs'rank Henderson,
Leo Hendersoh, Peader Clancy end I met at the baok of
Peadar Clancy's shop. Recelving information that none of
those whom we sought were taking part in the fumeral, the
Job was ca;l.lq@:_ofr.._'_ 1l wasa _ome of the last to leave

Poadar Gl._qncx{g__gn__ that morning with Tom Gullen and we left
n;,ck_‘Mql;te_e_ behind us. As we left, Seén Treacy arrived, and
on informing him of what had happened he went on tcwarcis the
shop while we went on towerds the Pillar. ~ ®e had very
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neagrly arvived at the Plllar when the shooting started
lower down the street, but to all intents and purposes. it
locked t0 us like one of th;e_qrdj.nary'incidenfs which were
heppening every day in the streets of Dmblin. Howe_ver, we
hadn't much time to investigate because at that moment

Joe O'Reilly pulled up beside us on the £ootpath and told us
t0 get ad many men as we could, the Bq.ugd, Intelligence or
anyone elee in the Brigade_ and to_éet up to the Mater
;:'toapi.tal, as it was surrounded and Dam Breen was inside.

We went off to the Mater in ignorance of the fact that poor
Seén Treacy had been killed and, after bringing as many men
aa- we could ‘to the Mater Hospital and patrolling around in
the hope of being asble to re-capture Breen in the event of
hia_be_ing.g,:l_.spoqgred' by the enmemy, to our relief the
British withdrew, having falled to locate Dah.

. _Our Intelligénce from the Tipperary Brigade reported
that a Jorgeant Roche was on his. way to Dublin to 1dent1ry
Sedn PTreacy's body and at the sems time to visit all the
hoap_ij;.a__ls with g._l_;g,ohj_act of trying to ldentify Breen.

It was decided that he could not be allowed t0 carry out his
investigations and, '_by__grrange_men_t. with one of our Agents,
who was g very pr-qn_inent gtg:::.t_:—-:l.n the R.I.C., a signal was
given to the 8quad at the corner of @apel 8treet and the
Quay on the following Sunday afternoon and Sergeant Roche
was shote _This was ome of the things that had to be done
to ensure the continuity o.f.our effort and also to ensure

the safety of our soldiers.

Januery 1921. . Dublin at this time was anything but:

a pegseful city. The Dublin Brigade were carrying out
asmbushes practically every day, despite the fact that the
British militery were patrolling the streets in armoured
cars, 1anc:la_'c-arr=_| and also a foot patrol extended acroas the

roads. To add to this concentration of forces a nsw menace
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appeared on the scene. These were gramngs of R, I.C. drawn

¥

from different parts of the country under the leadership of
» 2 ,c.hiéf constable Jgoe, They ware civilian c:l:othes, were
'heavfily armed and mcw-ed along the footpaths on both sides of
the road locking out for either oity men whom they might know
or Volunteers up from the country. They were' noteany to
deal with be-cause they suddenly appeared at most unexpected
places and, desplte several attempis; our men never got

really into action against the gang proper.

We reaeived orders to concentrate on locating Igoe's
gaﬁg. ~ On several occasions our Intelligence Officers; would
p_i&k them up and, leaving one to keep on trailing them, the
other: reported back t0 our Hesdguarters, when we got in touch
with our @quad which then tried to intercept the gang.
Their tant:l.c.s » however, defeated our efforte on numerous
ococasions as they redoubled on their tracks snd we lost
oontact befare we could actually bring our Spuad :I.nto action
with them, One particular day we had actua:l.ly contactled them
up in Thomas Btreet, our Squad coming down with Intelligence
Officers on one slde of the road going towards Jemes's 8treeat
while they were coming down on the other side, when all of a
sﬁﬂ.den a militery patrol of sbout twenty-five men caue up a

- 8ide street and started:to come down in our direotion in
*  eztended arder across the rosd. We had no option but to
diaperse as quickly as possible as: wo would have found
oursselves. between two fires and would have bean completely
out~-numbered. I remenber on that perticular occasion
V:I.nn:le Byrne, one of the Squad, atarted. %0 sing to us that old
song "Do I want to see my Mamie anamore? Do I? Yez, I don,
However, he sew his Memmle , because we cleared out quickly. ~
Gh another occasion we established oontact with them in ‘the
mi:rnin.g and on this occasion we had the G,H.Q. Squad standing-
. t:o in Stephen's. Green. They went in the d.:l-reot:l.on of

Grafton Street with owr scouts following, one of which went on



e

. e s

in front tO warn the -Sauad, but again they redoubled on their
tracks; and turned into Dame Street where they passed two of
our Intelligence Officérs, one of whdn was Charlie-Dalton

and the .other Sweeney Newell of Qalway. They suddenly held
up ;oxjn- two men, who had no guns on them or identification, arul
apparently one of their party reQOgniéedi Newell. "oeoa.use he was:.
held, end after a short space of timo Dalton was let go.

Theéy went along Deme Street towards the Castle, bringing
Newell _MH. with them. They were 3ua_t going in through the
Gag.tle Gates when the 8S8quad came down George's Gireet but just
t00 late.  They held Newell in the Castle until some time in
the afternoon and then brought him by car to the Bridewell,

He was held in the Bridewell for about a half an howr and then
told that he could go. He came out to £ind the street
cduplotely deserted and started to walk down towards the

Q@ays when all of a sudden from gll quarters: fire was: opened
on him by Igoe's; gang. Be fell, .veny badly wourded and was
irmedlately pilcked up by the gang, put into s car, end
brlought to George V Hosplitsel, now 8t. Briecin's, He remained
in George V. Hospitel (a prisoner) until aftér the signing of
the Traeaty, when he was brought to the Mater Hospital where

he was X-Rayed and it was found that the wound in his: leg had
some foreign matter in it, He was: operated on and a la.f'ge

sefety pin was taken out which evidently had aceidentally or

- otherwise been sewn up. in the wound following his ariginal

operation in Gsorge V. Snvee:}ey Newell is stl1l) alive and
working away in Galway Gity but he has a Lame leg as a result
q‘f his experience, ' The oOnly resl clash that took place
between the 8Sguad and Igoe's. gang was some months later nt
l_sarliament Street, where a"r.u.nnin'g fight took place in whieﬁ
three of the gang were shot, the rest running away. . For
a'.ome reason or another, after thie Inecident &t Parliament
Street we saw less of Igoe's gang on.the streats. I think,
however, that it would be #ell to check up with the members
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of the Actlve Service Unit on other actions against this: gang.

gShooting of Ghief Detective Inapector Redmond, January 1920,

This man was. shot early in Jenuary, 1920, in H'az_'ocprt
8treet., - He had been transferred from Belfast to take over the
organisation of Intelligence within and without the Police
Force here in Dublin City end githough we knew of his arrival
from one of our Agents in Belfast we still had no description
nor had we anyone to id.ent'ify him here in Dublin. A8 a result,
I was sent to Belfast. I met Sefin Heuston who introduced me
$0 & Sergeent McaCarthy from Kerry who was stationed at
Ghichester §ireet Police Barracks of the R.1.C. in Belfast.

By arrangement, I went|to the Barracks thé following evening

as a cousin of his from the country_‘and. stayed the night in the
Barracks with him, Ihe object of -the visit was %0 secure a
photograph of Redmond, On this partioculer night the Police
‘Amateuf Boxing Championshlps were taking place at the Ulster
Hell and practically a1l the Pollce Force off duty were in
attendance, including the District Imspector, 1n vhose office
was: a photogrsph of Redmond. @Getting my direction from
MeCarthy I hed no trouble in sl:lm_ying into the D.I's. office
and annexing the photograph, which T brought back to Dublin
the following day. ' )

Sergeant McCarthy worked for us right throughout the

-Tan Wer and from time {0 time was responsible for sending us on

very ﬁaam information. A&t a later stage he ar_::d.'ved in
Dublin to meet Mick Collins towards the end of 1920.. I met
him by arz;‘angellient on a Saturday afternoon, My instructions
were to bring him to Kirwan's Public House in Pernell Street.
The Proprietor, Jim Kirwan, was: one of our best Agents: in the
eity end a close confidant of Michael Gollins. He were gt
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Kirwan's for a little while in a snug at the end of the
shop when Collins rushed in and sald to me, "Get out guick
and see wnet the suxiliaries are '.doing, there 18 a crowd

of them ecoming up the ro.aﬂ in extended arder®, I would
lixe to point out that I wes not carnying a gun and neither
wae Mlchgel Collins., I went out the backway and down the
lene into Parnell Street, and ass I got to the end of the lane
I was: held up by the Auxilieries, demanding where I was .
going and so forth, and arter;- searching me far a gun I was
let go. I turned to the right and walked into Kirwan's

by the front entrence and walked down towards the rear of
the shop to find that Collins had left the snug and was
standing at the counter in one of the partitions and I stood
in the next. W both called for drinks, but dldn't
recognlse one. gnother. The Anxiliariéa: hed come into the
snug where we had left Sergeaiit McCarthy and had proceeded
to search him, Hs produced his identity and hia gun.

On £inding out that he was one Of their own they ordered a
drink for McCarthy end gave him a lecture bn the danger of
carrying a gun in Dublin, telling him that same of these
"hinners" would come ai.ong and probably disarm him if he
wasn't careful, or if they found out that he was an R.I. C.
man in civdes, they might shoot him as a spy. Thie was

all rather amusing to MeCarthy and ourselves as McCarthy
was fxtill working .for us. However, aftier having a few
drinks with ‘McCarthy they proceeded out of the shop,
casually searched Gollins for a gun, saarched"nﬁraelf and others
&I1 this time, behind the bar was an I,R.,A, Mman who had a
45 fully loaded and was ready to use it in the event of any
attempt baing-' made to take Collins pway, They passed out
of the shop and we carried on the business that originally
brought us there.
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 Jameson (alims Byrns). March 1920.

38.
A3 s

This was: a very intereating individusl. He ceme to
Dublin with the highest recommendations from the late

" 8edn Me@rath and Art O'Brien in Iondon, It would appear

from information which we got afterwards that his technique

was rather good, He posed as one of those Fflery dommunistic

speakers who appeared on the platform in Hyde Park every

Sunday morning and at that time the communistic platform
was erected mext to the Irish s_elf—Dethfm:lnation League
rlatform at the same_venw; ul the speakers on the
commmistic platform, including Jameson, made it a point

to suppart the Irish Self-Determination league's policy,
and possibly as a result of this technique they graduslly
wormed their way into the confidence of a number of the
Irish aelf-mtermination league Leaders. On numerous
occasions th.ey_ handed over arms and ammunition to

Seén ‘MoGz'ath and Art O'Brien and then early in January, 1920,
came forward with a proposition to create mutiny in the
English Army and Navy in different parts of both Ireland and
BEngl and. I am not fully aware'oct‘ what the proposition was
1ﬁ detall that was put up, but it evidently impressed the
London leaders because they contacted Miock Gollims, who
agreed to meet Jameson in Dublin. He actually met

Mick Gollins in Dublin. 1 was not present at this first
meeting but perhaps Liam Tobin would be in a position to
throw further light on it. Following the meeting, af any
rate, he was handed over to Tobin, Cullen and myself.

‘It would appear that his chief activity as far as we were

concerned was to procure arms and ammunition on this aicie

of the water.

It is rather a peculiar thing that sometimes the
cleverest of men are caught ocut because somebody on the

opposite side takes-a dislike 40 them but that is actually
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what happened in the case of Jameson. Tom Cullen had
forclbly ‘expreaae_d his dlislike of the man from the beginning,
and possibly this had reactlons on myself. In any case
there were none of ue impressed. It was d.ec:lded‘ to start
laying traps for him, He fell into the first trap laid.

He arrived with Llam Tobin outside New Ireland Assurance
émiety's buillding at 56 Bachelor's Walk. T™ese premlses
were situated over Kapp & Petersons at the corner of
Bachelar's. @Walk and O'Connell Street, the New Ireland
Assurance Society occupying the second floor. _.Iaméson

handed over a partmanteau full ¢of webley revolvers to me in

'the hall of Kapp & Petersons, which he stated he had

semuggled into the country. His story was that he got them
in through cammmistic channels. They were handed over to
me in the hall door of Kapp & Peterson's, Bachelor's Walk.

I immediately walked straight through the hall and down the

"steps into Kapp & Peterson's basement, and Tobin took

Jamescon_away.  When the coasi was clear, I handed the
portmanteau of revolvers over to Tom Cullen who was walting
at 32 Bachelor's Walk which was Quartermaster General's
stores. _ Befare all these things happened we had contacted
Jim McNamara of the Detective Divislon, who was working for
us, to keep his ears open for any unusual occurrence on that
day, particularly if he heard of-any raids to iry and give |
us the information in edvence. About mid-day I got a
message framn McNamara telling me that the New Ireland
Assurance Soolety's premises at Bachelor's Walk would be
raided at sbout 3 o'clock. I naturally had & good 1look
around the premises 40 meke -sure that no papers or any
documents or guns ar ahy description were left around.

I _joined Tobin and Cullen at’ Mchg.rnax's on the far e.id.e of
the river ra.t 3 o'clock to awalt developments, On the
stroke of 3 o'clock a large force -of military and police
arrived-az;d awroun_ded the bullding. They 1mmed:|.atély went
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".down into the basement and ransacked it upside down but
naturelly didn't find any revolvers. They then rensacked
tﬁe;whéle building from cellar to garret but by a strange
coinecidence they found an old. Irish Volunteer cap, which
evidently belonged to ope of the steff, hidden in the |
basemsnt. The finding of this cap. of course gonvinced them
tha:t they were on the .right track and that this must be some-
sort of a Headguarters of the IR, A.  However, the raid
was abortive and they went away, but at about 1 o'clock the
foilow;l.ng morning they arrived back again and they smashed i;n
‘the door, and, with plcks and ahovel,a,' proceeded to dig up the
basement looking for secret passages. I am leaving the
_Jemegon story_ at_this stage as I would prefer to go into the
mai;te_:g Jnore fully with Liam Tobin. _s_uffice‘ to say that
following other incidents which happened it was finelly
si.efc:!.ded that Jemeson was g spy and as such .\'vould have t¢ be
shf.qt,_ He met Paddy Daly and Joe D% by appointment;' |
ma:king_a'ura' that no accomplice was shadowing the party he was
brought out by tram to meet Mick Collins gt Ballymun Road.
Naturally Cellins wasn't th}_a;-e but Jameson was t.éld that he
w%.s going_'go be sho;t, ..He violently protested to the very -
lést that we were shooting one of the best friends that
I?ela_:_ﬁd ever had. I think 1t is sufficlent to say that
B:Lr Easil Thompson elinched the matter when he described
J:ameson (alias Byrne) as one of the best and cleverest
8ecret Service men that Bngland ever had. T think that this
@ua niibre found in §ir Basil Thompson's memoirs.  This man
hjad been in service in India before the last Great War and
a_‘lubaeq_uently served rilght throughout the Pirst World War, .
éem_red in Germany where he eluded detection and eventually
arrived in Ireland. ’ “
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| gshortly afterwards another gentleman came along
nemed Molloy. This man was: wprk:l_.ng for Colomel Hill Dillon
whcia was Chlef Intelligence Officer for the Dublin Command
and evidently his job was to contact us with the object of
tr}ing to get same information from us gbout dolli:;a or
gollins* whereabouts and if posaible to imveigle us into
thé_ Castle where a hot reception would probably be awalting
us éhad we been foolish enough to accept the invitation,
HO\'!lemexf, again I suggest that this 1s a matter for

discussion with Elam Tobin.
7|

' After the collpase of the police Intelligence the
chief concern of the British authorities in Ireland wes the
re-establishment of an effectiwe Intelligence system.

Our job was, therefore, to keep an alert* watech through our
own Intei:liigence network for the appesrance of new enemy
age:ntg, end to deal with these promptly as they were
1ﬁefnt:.|.fied.

The following incidents give some idea of how
1 : > ;
relentless the war had become at this time,

Willigm Doran,

| Night porter at the Wicklow Hotel. W= shot dead in
the;‘ hall of the Wicklow Hotel on the morning of the 28th
January, 1921. This man had been discovered some time
pre_*riogaly to have been an enemy agent and to have been
continually sending on information to British Intelligence
about residents in the Wiclkiow Hotel. The Wicklow Hoitel
at that particular time had been frequented in the day time
by Mick Gollins, Tom Cullen, Geardid O'Sullivan,

Dermot O'Hegarty, Liam Tobin and myselrf. Doran was warned
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repestediy that 1f he continued to zot in the capacity of
enemy affent he would have t0 take the consequences, He -
1ghore& all warnings snd was shot on the above datea.

Yincent Fourvargue.

This; men wes g member of a company of the Third
Battalion, I,R.A. He was captured by the Eritish and gave 
1nformation to them of the names and addresses of memhers a
of his Unit end Battalion. It is not clear whether thia.
was: done under toriure or not, but the enemy staged an
alleged arbush on the §outh Circular Road on the 3ist
January, 1921, during which Fourvargue was gllowed 1:.6 escapa.
He went to London and subseguently ;;orked his way into ’
LR.A circles there. He was shot in London on the 3rd
April;, 1921, | |

John Ryan,

I think this was the man mo-wa.st'an employee of .
Dublin Castle and was shot dead in Gloucester Flace on the
5;1;11 Fabruary,. 1921, I believe this 1is the man who gavse awé.y
Dick McEee and Peadar Clancy in November, 1920. '

'
1

ch February, 1921,

’

Thomas: Helpin and John Moran, I,R.4., taken fram their

homes in Drogheda and shot dead. This was the night of

FPaddy Thornton's funeral which had been broken up by Igoe's
Qang earlier in the day. Tom Halpin was Q/C, ,In'ogheda, and
hiaz gister states that before he was tgken away he was
interrogeted as to Frank Thornton and Hugh Thornton's;
viherea‘bouts. John Moran it is believed, wes shot because
he was suspected of having been at  the shooting of

I.ee @Mileon in Gorey earlier on. Moran had nothing to do
with thia particular Jon, |
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| The shooting of Captain Lee Wilson was. carried out
by :G.H..Q,. I_ntelligpnce personnsl frm.n Dublin, and Wilson
wae; shot because of brutal treatment of I.R.A., leaders
du.i;ing 1916, the treatment of Cumann na mBan prisonsrs whoml
he {herded with the men like sheep up on the Rotunda
Ga.z;'dena, and Tlnelly because of hls renswed aat‘ivity in the
Go;l;-ey diastrict in 1929. |

1
4

g£9th March, 1921,

Captain Qecil lees, a member of Hill Dillon'as staff
(Intelligence) who had been very active in the Dublin area,
was shot dead by G.H.Q. Squad Intelligence on 29th Merch,
19!21, in Bachsequer gtreet,

r

Bth April, 1921,

On this date "an tOglach", the official argan of the
Irish Republican Army, stated; "It must be ciearly
understood that this 1s a War between the farces of Ireland
and England and that no Irishman has a right to a poeit.ion=
of neutrality. It must be all or nothing, Money, time,
goods, l;ogaes, lives, must be placed freely at the services
of the-Repu'bliean State, Here in Dublin this request was.
carried out to the letter By the ord’ir_xax'y. man and woman in
\the street. ' The spirit of co-operation and enthusiasm
shown by what I would call the ordinery tpive-eighth®
citizen was marvellous, Time after time when our men were
watohing houses, watheing individuals or waiting for ambushes,
men and women cams along and quietly told them to look out
that there was somsbody watching them from a door or a
street eorner,. and even after émbushea, wo had woawen who
were out shopping virtually grabbing grenades: and revolvers
f::rom men who were in danger of being captured and coclly

walking through the enemy lines, This spirit prevailed
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right throughout the country, but here in this citadel of
Eritish Imperlsalism the asasistance given by the ordinary
man and woman was simply l;larvello\m and was responsible in
the main for the suscess of our fighting services.

Wery'-ahm't:l.y after the arrival of the Auxiliaries in
Dublin, Dick Foley contacted Michael Collins and suggested
that it would be possible %o get an aux:l.liarny named
Reynolds who was a Major in F. Company to work for us,

It was erranged, therefore, that I would meet Reynolds with
Foley and ms a result géynozlds decided to act as one of our
agents, ] met Reynolds regularly in different publichouses
end gave him certain Jobs 1o do, which he did successfully.
At the beginning, however, we were not too satisfiled about
his trustworthiness, and on every occasion that I met
Reynolds either Joe Dolan or Joe Guilfoyle was conveniently
neai-by and were armed. However, as the time went on,
Reynolds became. more useful and secured quite a 1ot of very
valuable information in the farm of photographs of the
Murder Gang - F. Company, Q. Comipany and other Companies of
the Auxiliaries. He continued to work far us right up to
the Truce but some time before the Truce he was transferred
0 Q. Company Auxililaires in Clare whers he was put in touch
with Mick Brennan and continued to supply infamation of g
eimilar nature to the Truce.

We were put in touch with amother Auxiliary named
McCarthy, also_of F, Company. This man was introduced to
Paddy Morrissey by one of the brother Healy's of A, cCompany,
Fourth Battalion, who was g distant relation of McCarthy's.
Paddy Momr.issey,'brogght him to Liem Tobin at Bannan's .
Publichouse in Abbey Street, and McCarthy agreed to work for
us. He passed over to0 Liam Tobin and myself documents that
he was able to lay his hends on inside, and on a few
Ooccasions he brought out files which we were able to copy
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end hand back t0 him.  All went well for same time until
about May, 1921, when an inoident occurred which shook our
confidence in McCarthy, and, as a matter of fact, rather
convinced us that he had started to double-cross us.
However, proof was hard to get and in the interests of
safety McCarthy was dropped. Thie.- is what happensed:
Bvery oither day.for a few weeks, Liem Tobin, Tom Cullen and
I went t0 the La Scale Restaurant which was then atiached to
the 014 La Scala Clnems, no%v the Capitol Thestre. We went
there for lunch every day and we went to the one waitress -
i cannot remember her name at the moment but I know that
she 1s married to Tommy McCarthy, a brother of Dan MeCarthy.
On a Friday we went as usual to the La Scela for owr lunch
and on that particular day Liam Tobin had a new brown suit
on him, §itting across the room from us was McCarthy,
the Auxiliary, with two other fellows whom we didn't know.
MeCarthy made no attempt to recognise us, which didn't
create any suspiclion on owr minds at the time, On the
following day, S.htm{ii_ay;, the three of us were in Crowe Street
along with Frank Saurin and Charlie Daltp;l discussing an
operation wl'hioh had been entrusted to us, when Liam Tobin
wae called away to meet Mick Collins. = Shortly after
1 o'clock a masage-came for Tom Cullen, who also went away.
I arranged with: the two of them to meet them at Devlin's
that evening at| 5 o'clock and then went on to my lumcﬁ at
the La 8cala.

On crossing the "halfpenny bridge" I met an old
friend of mine 'and we stopped to have a few words
conversation when I noticed a very large enemy convoy

crossing O'Connell Bridge, going up ]Cr'(':onnell Street.

'Neither of us took particulat notise. of this.occurrence as

it was ona of t’he things we had got huite used to, After

about a quar.teri of an houwr I went on towards the La Soala,



[

-

»

4]

%6,

. [t o
crossed 5ver towérds the old Independ.ent Office and went up
on the 1ef_1;-ham'1 Bide of Middle Abbey Street going towards
O'connell Street. When I reached the narrow laneway z;un.ning
between Middle Abbey Street and Prince's Street two
Auxillaries stepped out and held ms up, démanding to know
where I was golng. © I was searched, and on informing them
that I was on my way home, was propelled by their bhoots out
on to the road. Needless to remark I went across the road
as qQuickly as possible. I went up towards. Q'Connell Street
to find the whole street occupled "by military and auxiliaries.
People in Manfield's shop on the corner and in Easons and all
those in the Theatre and Restaurants were all held - and from
what I found out afterwards, I believe they were held there
for ai least two hours., When the raiding party entered the
Restaurant they immediately went to the table that we had
been at for the previous week and demanded of the waitresa
the names of the three men, giw._ring a very accurate
description of the three of us, and particularly dé_e.crihing
the tall thin man wearing a new brown suit, .:.fmey inasisted
that we must have come into the building and that we must be
hiding somewhere. However, they ransacked the placa‘fram
cellar to gerret, but needless t0 remark they didn't get us
bec_qu.ga we weren't there, Afterwards; I aisc‘uaégd this matter
with Paddy Morrissey and he told me that he himself had got an
uneasy feeling ‘afl:,'\cujz_ McCarthy just before he was. transferred
to Ieitrim beceguse he mentioned to McCarthy on one occasion
thgt_ he was going to Leltrim and McCarthy became very an;:l.ous
to know who he was _meeting there, where he was going and where
would hia heac_lqua_::te:g be,and _fpr__s-ome reason, although at the
time he believed he was alright, he gave him no information.
These, however, were the chances which had to be taken and.-
when dealing with men of the McCarthy type, who after all were
only working for the pay they recelved, well, one possibly
couldn't expect anything else to happen, and we can only
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congrqtulate ourselves that we escaped so luckily on
oceasions 1lilke this.

Malor-General Percival.

This man m;a the Officer Commanding Singapore during
the Second World @ar when he surrendered to an inferior
Japenese farce practically without firing a ehot. During
the fight for independence this man was in charge of the
British Forces in West Qorke 1 had a long lilst of '
torturings and shootings to his eredit during the period

he operated there, and in one particular ocase he tortured

Ton Hales &0 Beverely that at one 8tage it was feared that
he was going to 10se his reason, In thls particular case

hs drove splintered matches up undernsath the nails but he
falled to get any infamation out of Tom, One of hig
favourlte pastimes was to drive around the country in the
morning in en open touring car and have codkshots at farmers
warking in the fields, In March, 1921, our Intelligence
Officer in Cork reported that Peroival had gone to London

on holidayas and was going on {0 Bovercourt which is on the
south-east cogst. On a Sunday night I attended a conference
in Kirwaen's in Parnell Street with Mick Collins, K1l Ahearne,
Pa Murray and Tedhg Sullivan of Gork, and we left the
following day for England to shoot Percival, when we
arrived in London we contacted Sam Maguire end Reggie Mmne
and Intelligence was set in motion to contact Percivail.

- At this particular period the commtryside around London and

in fact around Manchester end Eiverpool was particularly
unhealthy because of the activity of ‘the Irish Republican
Army in Great Britailn, At that time a5 campalgn was being
carried out in England of counter-reprisals. Every time
that houses, villages or towns were burned in Ireland our men

burnéd farms around the gress msntioned.
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W £inally located Percival but it was an impossibility

o get at him because he was staying in the Military
Bazj'raclns at Dovex;court. However, our contact man succeeded
in getting the infarmation that Percival was returning to
lrélami on the 16th March and would arrive at Liverpool
Street 8tation, London, at gbout 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
We. made our_p:I:m and our party, augmented with a few more
from London, took up our positions :I.n Eiverpool Btreet
8tation. The fates, however, were againat us, At a
qﬁgrter to three we were amazed to see 8am Maguire standing
by the side of the News Klosk beckoning ¢me of us to come
over to him. How Sam had never shown his hand in London
be[t‘or'e for very good reasocns as he was owr principal
Intelligence Officer there, but on this occasion his hand
wgs forced because one of his contasts in Bcotland Yard
had given him the tip that the C.I.D. had spotted some of
our party and that all preparations were made to surround
tﬁq .8tation, Needless to remark, we got out as quickly as
péaa:l.hlg and made for different rendeszvous. TWe learned
afterwards that at about five minutes to three a cordon of :
m:l:litary and police was thrown roﬁnd the station and every
pé.aaenger hed to pass: through i:hia cordon, some of them |
being held there for -hours, but "the birds had flown".
The unfortunate part ebout it was that Percivel was able
to get back to Qork safely.

On the day following Patrick's Day I brought
Tédhg Sullivan to Liverpodl, the other members of the party
rémaining behind in Iondon.  I.contacted Neil Kerr: ana
Steve Lannigan and succeeded on gettﬁg Tadhg on board a
coal hpﬁz goling direct to0 Cark. I cams back the fallowing
day on a coal boat from Garson and arrived at the South °
w;:n late the following night.

| - : -orTs
; I bought the "Herald"_ on my way up to O0'Connelil
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Bridge, and to my amazement saw right across the .top of the
pa:,per “Madhg Sullivan shot dead in CorkY, and the irony of
1f is that ho was ahot  dead in a raid carried out by
Percival on g house in Qork, This was on 19th April, 1921.
It appears fram g'l;_uat I found out afterwards that a meeting
of one af the City Battalion Gouncils was being held and
'I.'a.dhg on arrival at the house, spotted the ralding party
before he went in, and so as to draw them away from the
meeting made a dash across the road into apother building

: and was éhpt dead in attempting to escape through the back

window of a house.

100 Seville Flace.

é No. 100 8eville Place was the headquarters of the
O'Toole daelic Eootbgll Club and a well~known meeting place
for Geels in that part of the city. Ome of our
szigelligep;cg_ Officers reported to us than an enemy agent
was constantly watching this house, He was instructed to
ta.ke no action in the matter, but just keep him under cover,
We roported the matter %o Mick Collins, who suggested that
here was an opportunity of actually giving this particular .
agent something to work on and at the same time give us an |
@?wtmty of bringing off an operation against the enemy. .
The 0'Toole's were asked to co-operate in one way and that
wag 0 arra:;.ge for a fairly continuous flow of people to and
from the building over a cowple of days. This was dome and
our Intelligence Officer reparted that every now and again
the enemy agent went t0 a telephons kiosk which was near |
the oorner of amiens Street and Seville Place, and rang up.
In' the meantime arrangements were made 0 mobil ise svery
evallable man in the 3nd Battalion, the +A.S, U, and the
sg_ézgds » and arrangements were made t0 take over aAmiens Street
.atlig:;j.On,, holding Portland Row and all the strategic: positicns
around that area on 7th February, 1921. In the meantime we
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qwie:tly arrested the agent, and without going into any .
details, we extracted from him certain information which was
vul?xerab’le to us and which included his number, his contect
ma.n inside and the telephone number he was using. At gbout

5 o'cloock Tom Cullen and I rang the contact man in the Castle,
and iImitating as far as possible the enemy agent's foicze, .
rgav'e him the information that some very specigl meeting must
be 'jta.ki'.ng Place in Seville Place as quite a number of men heg

gons in there inside the previous half-hour, In an.ir event

~we told him a good etory and in the meantime the 2nd

Battalion had taken over Amiens Street Station, had occupied
'ahlei telephone exchange there, the signal boxes, Portland Row,
and went under cﬁyer. . Cullen and I came down Talbot atrea'ﬁ
after ringing up and we were approaching amiens; 8treet when
a ;arge eonvoy of troops, at least ten lorries, passed us by.
@o continued on towards Sevilie Place but there was no a:l.gn\of
the enemy when we arrived there, It appears that ﬁen the
head of the column arrived at the corner of SBvillé Place

and Amiens 8treet it halied, stopped there for about five or
te‘_zi_ miputes and then went on down the 8trand, caming back
ag“ai_:_x about half an hour afterwards and went back to Barracks.
m‘x."ethe_r they smelt a rat or not is scmething which is very
hard to ascertain, but certainly it looked as if they left
tlieir own Headquarters, with the definite intention of reiding
100 Seville Place. The only thing which may have upset

the plan wes the fact that their chief men inside may have

‘been locking for his contact men, who was a prisoner of ours

at the time, and not_finding him, may_have smelt a rat, but
there it is, one Of the biggest operations which would have
taken place in Dublin fell through because the enemy just
failed to come into the trap. '

f
i
t
1
1
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Dublin Briggde Activities.

5” From the middle of 1920 up to the Truce the Dublin '
Briéade,-in addition to the major operatioﬁs, such ae, Bloody_
Sunday, the attack on ‘the Four Courts, the raid for‘anns on
the Kinge Inn, the elimination of enemy 'G' men snd the murder
gang, carried out continuous ambuehes on the enemy forces in
the‘city. In addition to the Aetive Service Onit, which was
drawn solely from the Dublin Brigade and which ambushed lorry
after lorry, the ordinary units of the Brigade carried out
coﬁsistenf.patrgl work in their own areas every night. Armed
with revolvers end grenades, these men, whose names never
appeared anywhere, carried on heroic work. With the penalty

: oqldeath for being caught with a revolver or a grenade, these
men night after night patrolled their areas and ambushed any
eﬁemy force that happened to come along. In eddition to the
menace of Igoe's gang and Secret Service Agents, another new
menace eppeared on the scene, and that was British patrols in
extended order marching along silently and quletly, comning out
of the most unexpected quarters and meking 1t 'a most hazardous
iob for the Unit patrols.

;

2 Mary Street, Dublin.

22 Marge Street was the Finance Headquartere of
Michael Collins and in his capacity as Minister for Pinsnce of
the D4il he frequently visited that establishment. As in all
other case8, of course, offices such as 22 Mary Street were
used for other purposes as well, and on one occasion the
;premisee were actually visited in mistake by the enemy, who
:left without carrylng out any eearch. This was some time
‘early in 1921. '

i

\, In May 1921 I was sent to Belfast on an urgent

I

: 1ntelligence enquiry and whilet there the attack on the Custom
:Hoeae took place on the 25th May. . Being fully aware that

this operation was going to take pPlace, I was particularly
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interested in watching out for some news of it in the Belfast
papers. The Belfast BEvening Telegraph of the 25th May came
out with double headed captions, "ANOTHER INSURRECTION IN
DUBLIN", ) '

I returned to Dghlin on the ?qllowiqg morning, the

226th or 27th - I wouldn't be too positive about this
' particular date - end arrived at Amiens Street Station at

approximate;y 1l o'clock, d4id the usual roundapoui to make sure
I wasn't being followed and eventually arrived at 22 Mary
Street. I expected to meet Mick Collins there but Alice
Lyons, who was his Private Secretary in the Pinance Office,
informed me that he had not yet arrived .and that she wasn't
expecting him for some time. I went off to Woolworth's Café
in Henry Street for my lunch, and about an hour and a half
afterwards I went back in the direction of the office. I

found, however, that from Liffey Street was cordoned off as a

raid was in progress on some building and it wasn't until I

got veiy cloae to the place that I discovered that it was 22
Mary Street which was being r;ided. I immediately got busy
to see if I could locate anybody. I contacted the late Joe
O'Reilly, and Joe weﬁt off to contact Mick Collins end prevent

him from comiﬁg along tonaids Mary Street. He eventually

found him and brought him to Bamnon's Publichouse in Abbey
Street, where I subsequently met him, . I remained around to
gee wthat would happen, and eventually the military left with
one prisoner, Bobd Conloh, one of Mick Collins" finance
dispatch rigers. Bob, of course, ﬁas used in other directions

as well,

On contacting the staff after the raid, we found that
the British were very uneasy about an ineidenf which happened
ingide during the raid. It appears that when they came in
they just counted each member of the st#ff and rushed through

the different offices, and then proceeded to interrogate each _
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member of the staff individually. The Officer in charge of
the raid stated, "I‘distinctly remember mesting a lady in the
inner office when we first entered. Where is she now?" The
other members of the staff didn't give him any information’
but started to smile, end after a while somebody suggested in
an undertone, "That must be Mick Collins who escaped disguised
a9 a iady". ih actual fact, whaﬁ happened was this: Phe
lady in qﬁastion was Alice Lyons and, being a very cool
individual, she calmly.walked over to the-hat rack, took off

‘her hat and coat, put them on her and quietly walked out past

the British before they realised what was happening. The

British to thias day I believe think that Mick Collins really
escaped frop that building that day disguised as a woman.
thh%ng gf viial importance was captured on the ;aid. .

Phil Sheerin's Premiges.

One of the places in Dublln which was being continually

used by both I.R.A. Intelligence and the Q M.G's. Department
was Phi; Sheerin'q'"The Coolevin Dmiriea™ in Amiens Street
which was situat;d ;ight under the Loopline Bridge in Amiens
St¥eet. He had a private room ét ihe.back of the shop. This
room wés often used by Mick Collins to meet. one or other of our
dispatch riders who'were continually travelling up and dowm on
the Great Northern Rallway to Belfast. These dispatch riders
were invariably members of the staff of the Great Northernisasz
Rﬁilway and as such were able to get through with the dispatches
fairly easily. As well as that, Phil Sheerin’s was used as a
receiving ;tation for sailors leaving in Bmallnparcels of
firearms which they brought over on the boats. I often
visited these premises with Tom Cullen and Mick Gpllins during
the Black and Tan War. Altﬁough this premises was raided on
one occasion, nothing was éver caught nor was Sheerin ever

arrested.
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In every revolutionary movement certain men's ‘names
come’ to the front because they have been assigned to gome
specialised work or have been brought into prominence by being
arrésted or court-martialled or for various other reasons, but
thefnamea of the men who really do the work, and they really
dia?their work in this city of ours, have rarely been heard,

ande would like to take this opportunity of paying my praise

to them to say that in my opinion the work of _these men

. together with the Active Service Unit, the Squads and

Intblligence, if properly written up and recorded, would shine
outi as one of the most outstanding achiévements in the fight

for independence.

t
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i I have tried, fighting against a very bed memory, to
give in this story of mine as true a record of the happenings
fr?m before 1916 to the Truce, but I have only been able to .
refer to a number of the outstanding events, and will, at a

later stage, try to £ill,in the various things I have omitted.
!

. The end came with drematic suddennesa. We oh our
part were struggling hard to maintain our position but were
coptinually up against it through scarcity of arms and
a&munition, mostly_ammunition, We lost one of our bomb
f%ctories - this was a bad blow at the particular time it
happened.  In those fateful deys before July 1921, plans
wére prepared to carry out one of the biggest ope?ations
wﬁich would have taken place in the city. It was a Jjob to
wipe out with one blow every Enemy Agent, Secret Service
Aéent, ;ntelligence Ofticer, Auxiliary and Black and Tan.
For this purpose the Brigade was mobilised_fogether with. the
A%tiVe Service Unit, the Squeds and Inﬁelligénce. Différent
pOBitions were taken up all over the city but, about a half
an hour before the job was due to gtart, orders were received
from the Cabinet to cancel the operation because on that very
day definite approaches had been made by the enemy for a

!
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truge; Whether that truce was a good thing or not remains
for%histoiians to record, but in my humble opinion had it not
takén place we would have found ourselves very hard set to
conpinue.fhe fight with any degree of intensity owing to that
ver§ gerious shortage of amﬁunition,-because men, no matter

how determined they may be or how couragefus théy may be,
cennot fight with their bare hands.

SIGNED: iws nZ,-\ k(_,.

(Prank Thornton.)

oare: 267 fpven bar GSY_

"“26th November 1951.°
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