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C/ A \\U 11N szA'r“MENT BY COMMANDANT THOMAS F. BYRNE

|
I
69_01d Cabrs Road, Dublin.

I was born in Carrickmacross in 1877. In 1882, when I wes
five years old, my family moved to Duﬂlin. In 1896, wnen I was
19 years of age, I went $0 Johannesburg in South Africa. Thig

: L.
was 10 months sfter the Jameéeson Raid.% Johannesburg-at this {time

" was practically an English city. Theicountry around this tovm

for an area of thiriy miles on each sﬂda-is g tudded with mines.
The people working these mines were pqactically all British.
There were very few Irish people theré. Curiously enough, the
only Irish orgéhiaation in Johannesbuﬁg when I was there was a
branch of the Irish Netional Foresters. Sean lMcBride belonged
to this Branch and I also beceame a meﬁber. KMcBride was the .
only outstanding Irishman in the Tran@vaal at this time.
|

Afﬁer‘the fiassco of the Jameson #aid, the British

made demands on the Boer Governuwent regarding

citizenship and complaining that they ﬁere.not gotiling the

_frenchise. At that time the British population in

the Transvaal was so large that if they had the vote they

: . I
would be in a position to outvote the Boer residents

"and tske over the Government. The Boeps szreaed to a

seven years franchise. The British hpd not much

- interest in the vote, as their principal aim was to make

money as quickly as possible and get out of the country.
They were not penulne gettlers. The British also wanted
the QOath of Allegiance chanoed 40 a8 to make them

citizens of each country. Those Brlt;sh demands were
|

1
t
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not genuine grievances and were only excuses for picking

i
a quarrel.. !
\

In the Cape Colony the British hsd estsblished am
organisation known as the South Africén League. They
extended thie into the Transvaal wherk they could formulate
grievances against the Boer Governmen%. It was a case 6f
telegrams going from the Boer Governmanﬁ to the Bfitish

Government every other day — demands énd refusals. -
. | i

When the Boersgs saw that war was inevitable the& bought:
thirty thousend Mauser rifles from Ge%nany, batteries of |
artillery from France, and Long Toms from France, also some
Krupp guns fromlGermany; They also s?nt some nen for
training to the Cruesot éfmamcnt WOrk% in France. The thirty
thousand rifles were shipped to Capetéwn, but the British
Government in'the Cape Colony rersedito allow- them to be
1anded there. A4 ship carrying Boer rifles was diverted to
Porﬁéguese territory on the east coaay - 0 the port of
Lourence Margues in Delagos Bay. .The.fortqguese préctically
lived on the duties paid on goods, mi%ing machinery and so
forth, going into the Transvasl and fﬁom the eamings of the
railway running into the Transvaal. ht this time the
Fortuguese wére very much under the h%el of the British

financially, and at first they demurrep about allowing the

. !
.equipment to be landed at Lourence Marques. The Boer Government

warned the Portuguese that they would close dbwn the railway

if they did not let the srms in. Thisi would spell ruin for the
Portuguese, so they gave in. The thir@y thousand rifles,
several batteries of cannon and Krupp guns were landed at

Lourence Maraues and transferred to the Transvaal.

In the meantime Britein was mobilising in England and
elsewhere and the seés were carrying many troop ships
going towards Capetown. The final ansﬁer thet the Boer

|
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Government gave was "We will regard the sending out

of more troops as a declaration of war". The British

Government gave no answer to this: but éontinued to send

out troops and the Boers nominally delcared war.  This
|

led to a state of war between the Transval and the

|
Britieh Government. ‘
|

Qne day in Johannesburg I meiaf Dam O'Hare, a Belfast
' men, end Richerd McDonagh from Liéto{vel, Co. Kerry, and
-the three of us discussed the posaibilities of war.
Dan O'Hare snggested that, in the event of war, we should
have an Irish contingent with the Boer army, to which
McDonagh and I agreed. The question then wes how to get
\ in toush with all those who were ]:.:I.able to have the same
opinions gs ourselves, and it was:ideoided that one or ftwo
of us; should interview John McBrit!}e on the Langaatee mine.
McBride, of course, agreed. * A Mr. Mitchell from Galway,
o .who had a cleaning and pressing wcérks in Johannesburg,
agreed to let us have the use ‘of his place for meetings.
We held some meetings: there on'SunId.ays when the men would
' |

have come in from the mines, This was about two months
! .

before the war started, and the attendance at the meetings:

was getting better every Sunday. 1
!

It was suggested at one of t:he mestings that two
organisers shoubd be appoini;ed to :go out through the mining
districts, which extended about thirty miles: each side of |
Johannesburg. Each mine had huta; for thé men who were
working there,. McDonagh and I we%re gelected to do the
organising. It was also suggésteh at the meeting - quite
rightly - that we should do this organising in'sgcret, 80
that in the event of there being no wer, we would not he

a ' known or wvictimlised with regard to’ work,
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McDonagh end I spent the weﬁkdays-going fram one mine
- t0 another, interviewing Irishmen{ whose names had been
given to us, or wham we happened tp know, "On Saturdays we
. |
returned to Johannesburg to attend the meetings; on the

following Sunday mornings. Thie organising went on for

about six weeks. ‘ . |
|

I was gppointed also, with o?e other, to interview
the Boer Commissioner in Johannesb#rg and explain to him
about our projected action. The Commisaioner‘s-name was
Thomes; Men ton, The jall and fort in Johannesburg were
gituated on a hill outaide and called Mentonville,

We knew that Menton's real name ng Madden, that he had

deserted from the BFitish army in the Wer of 1881 at

Majuba Hill, had come into the Traﬁbval, had married a Boer
" wife and had chenged his neme to Menton. We told Mentfon

our plans and objects, and he agreéd under: secrecy.

|
t

. | war/
About a fortnight before was declared, the organising

cegsed on the mines, although we still met. Then we got wor:
to mobilise, At this time the Joﬁanneaburg newspapers,
which were gll pro-British, had goﬁ wise to us and were

meking a1l kinds of 'dirty digs' aéainst us.
. -

Before mobilising we started‘tp fix up the officer
ranks. It was suggested that an American in Pretoris,
named Colonel Blake, who had milita?y experience, would be
suiteble to lead us. He wae an officer in the 6th United

!
States: Cavalry and a graduate of Westipoint. So we sent for

him, as: we wanted to have a 100k at!him. He came down from
Pretoria to our meeting. We elect;d Blake as our Golonel,
and John McRBride as Major. There were a lot of other ranks
elected, but the§ were all wiped out sometime after the
fighting started, Those ranks:weré not necessary as we wére
- - now orgénised on a Commando basis.

!
i

|
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As every man waes nmounted, thepe was no such thing as
drilling. We marched to Park Station, Johannesburg, where
we were mobilised. We entreined fior the Transvasl. and -
Watal border. On our arnivél at aitown oﬁ the'Tfansvaél side
(Vvolksrust)} we were given horses. MOst of us had nolpremious
riding experience. The next fortnﬁght was spent learning to
ride, and this created a great deaﬁ of fun as'walllas
painful memories. We were supplied with Martini rifles,
which were only single shot weapon;, as there were not

enough Mausers to go round. |

On the 10+h or 1lth October 1899, war vas declared

and we entered British territory. #e rode on without
opposition to a town called Newcastle in Matal, and stayed
there for the night. Next dsy we ;pntinued on, end we had
our first brush with the enemy. ‘Twﬁ hundred Dublin
Fusiliers, Mounted Infentry and 18th Hussars were captufed.
We slso got some of their hopses and a_heiiograph. We
continued on asnd the British retrea%ed down to. the Dundee-
Glencoe Junction, where there was allot of Scotech settlérs,
and on to Ledysmith. We continuedion and encamped on

the north side of Ladysmith, whe re khe Boers arranged =
temporary railway station. The Ifiéh contingent was ebout

g hundred strong. We had not been ?here two days wheﬁ the
British came out from.Ladysmith and}a terrific fight ensued.
e lost three killed end ten wounded. Colonel Blake was
wounded here. MecBride was now in command of the Irish
contingent. He had no previoué military experisnce.
¥We had ten men in the Irish contingent who had some experience
in the British army. After this enéagement, Ladysmith was
completely invested and surrounded.i We became great friends

with the Boer Artillery as, when they ran short of ammunition

our boys carried the shells up the hill, and where they went
we went. We always guarded the Boer guns at night.

A faw attacks were made at night
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3o try to silence these guns, which were repulsed.

During the siege of Ladyemith, {ten Irishmen'arrived

from Ireland via France and Delgoa Bay to join us. a‘ﬁ’

Ladysmitho i
We were not long in the fielld until we got Iee
Metford English service rifies and dum—dum ammunition,
‘captured at the town of Dundee, al'so food stores, and
I personally had a Lee Metford two or three days after

the war had started.

The Inghinidhi na hfireann sent us out from Ireland
! a beautiful silk-poplin flag, ‘'which we carried as the flag
of our Brigade. It is now p-reserired in the Museum in:.

Dublin.

|
: | At this time General Buller ér:aa in command of a blg
| army, which was increasing every déy by the arrival of

troops from Canada, New Zeslend, Auwstralia, india end
elsewhere. Even from the Life Guards in London, who were
never- supposed to0 leave the Pslace, those under a certain
weight had to go. In his, endeavo?rs_z to relieve
General fhite, the Gommagnder in I";atiiysmi‘th, General Buller
was répulsed many a . time, panticul%rly in one blg battle,
called the Battle of Colenso, where:_: three .or four Irish
Re.giments: of the British Army were declmated. So much
were these Regiments decimeted tl_mtg Queen Victoria, who had
notiibeen in Ireland for forty years, was sent over by the
Brifish Government on a recruiting;!canpaign.

|
|
‘Whenever there was a big push on by Buller to relieve

Ladysmith, the Boer Cormands;, were required to send half the
strength of each Commando a;op.th of Ladysmith to hold back
Bualler, notebly at the Battle of Colenso. At that battle,
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the Boers bluffed the British by letﬁing them observe smoke
issuing from certain positions on thg hillside, and odd corners
s . of tents erected here and there, while the Boers were really
in & position in little dried-up str?ams half a mile in
advance of them. The British, belie?ing the hillside to be
occupied, sent up two batteries of a%tillery to shell the
hill, but were met with rifle fire f%om the concealed Boer
positions, and most of the artillery&en and horses.were killed
immediately. Buller, who was in cha#ge of the British, esked
for Volunteers to go to save the guné, in vhich attempt'
Lord Roberts' only son wes killed by Boer rifle fire. . The '
Boers éharged an horseback with riflés, and.Major McBride
and the Yrish contingent rode with téem. Petrick Fshy of
Clere, and Pat Richardson, an Austraiian of Irish blood,
were kKilled in the charge. NMcBride Qrought back to Ireland
8 souvenir of this fight. It is5 a pértion of a gunsight,

. end it is held in Ireland at the present moment.

At Spionkop the Boers withdrew their outposts and
" allowed the British to occupy the ground., At dawn they

attacked the British in those positidns anq daecimated them.

By this time, the garrison and inhabitents ofALadysmith
were in dire straits and were on quarter-rations., They hed
to be relieved at all costs, or else khey would be compelled
to surrender, The Boers realised tha& there would be & big
battle in the attempt to relisve Ladysmith. Again, half of
the besieging forces were detailed to proceed southwards
of Ladysmith t0 meet the British relief column. 'I was one
of the party of Irish who went on thi? contingent, not

having heen on the Golenso one.
|

Vhat was known as the key to Ladysmith was at a place

called Pietershill. For three days and nights, they brought

.
13
\
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- immense artillery fire on this hill,{and the Boer guns were
ﬁow out of ammunition. Thé Boers finaliy retired from tie
hill end were streaming in all directions, east, weet ahd
north of Ladysgmith. Ladysmith was relieved at last.

The Irish contingent retired across ﬁhe Klip river, and we
waited there with the Boer artillery? in order to escort a
Long Tom, which was up on a high hill called Umbuwlwana.
The rain had come down in torrents, and the lightning was'
terrific, but 1t 1lit the way for us.i We waited there till.
three o'clock in the morning. The gun had not been got off
the hill. It was decided then bo re‘é:ire. Ue had procesded
‘about Fifty yvards when we met Generai Botha with a parfy
of forty Boesrs. He asked us would w% not go back, save

the Long Tom and several 18 poundersi We immediately turned

;o round and weﬁt with him. After some‘time the Long Tom
arrived, and we escorted it north ofiLadysmith; It was only _\

by means of the vivid lightning flasﬂes'that Wwe coulg sge

our way on the road around Ladysmiths If the British

garrison in Ladyémith had made a sorﬁie,.they could have easily

captured our small party. Despite the terrific weather and

the flooding,>we succeeded in gettiné everything back safely,

with the excepbtion of one of our own |wagons which we had |

to leave in a stream. |
|

(#hile south of Ladysmith, the éritish had started
using & new shell, &alled Lyddite, which was the forerunmer
of poison gas. If a shell burst near a man without killing
him, his face became yellow from thelfumas and- he feli

asleep}.

It was at this +time that I met Mr. Lynch, afterwards
M.P. for Galway. He was Australian-born and a grsduate of
Melbourne University. He had come out to Africa as a war

s correspdndent for "Colliere Weekly' an American publication,
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and the "Pigaro" of Paris. a.céuple of our men, who had
persongl grievances with HeBride, left the Irish Brigade
and prevailed on Lynch to form a}second Irish Brigade,
telling him that, if he did sb, all the men of the ist
Brigade would go over to him, 'Colonel Blake was: our
Gommanderhand he was a most Iomaﬁle character, Lynch
did start a second Brigade but oﬁly a few went over,

He had collected a few others frém around Johanneshurg
and Pretoria, who elther had to leave the country at that
time or go down to the front. ﬁe was with his party when
I met him, The party @bnsisteéiof fhinty or forty of a

aosmopoliﬁan bunch.

When we retreated from norﬁh of Ladysmith we were
trensferred to a place célléd'Hel%lﬂh;Kbk"Phééfihhzhiu"
Land. After a short while there; we were transferred to
éhe Orange Free Staté. e had héard the sad news of the
surrender of Cronje, which left np army %0 oppose the
British in that State. e rode from Help-Ma~Kar Pass: into
Dundee anéd entrained, with our hofsesa for Johannesburg,
wvhere we met £ifty of the Irish-a@erican Ambulance Corps,
who, of course, were really sent out %o fight, the
ambul ance being only a fake, They had come down from
Pretoria and we met them at the station in Johanneéburg,
where we all entrained together fér the Orange Free State.
It'meant that we had forsy more men. We got off at g

station forty or £ifty miles north of Bloomfontein, which

- at this time had been captured by Lord Robergs. We were

in the thick of the fight early on the following morning,
as: Lord Roberts had rested his trooos and was on the move
again. ®@e had fighting that day, and next day,
retreating all the time,

We arrived at a place called Eronstadt, which the
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Boers had made their second cajg;itai;L after losing
e Bloomfontein., We were t0ld that Kronstadt was 10 be
defended but they decided to I_I.eave;it. We retreated to
another town, called Heilbron, which was made the third
capital. Here, for the first time._, I saw the famous

Boer Genergl, De Yet.
T

About this t:ime, Iprd Kiﬂachene‘r had issued a
proclamatlon declarlng that, if the Boers did not surrender
within a certain t:une, they would be wreated as rebels,

He had ordered the destruction of a_ll the Boer farmhouses,
seiged -all their cattle and taken fhe women and children
into a concentration camp near Bloomfonteln. There is‘ a
monument erec ted by the Boers near Bloomfonteln to twenty-
eight thousand women and children w;ho died inside of two

years in the concentration csmp.

- : : ’ i

In retreating through the Orenge Free State, a half
dozen of our men, who were miners, .Were put on a special
dynamite train. 'I‘néir. job was demblitiops all along the
way, blowing up all the bridges, culverts, railway stations
and everything. All the rest of -uS assisted with iron bars,
boring holes, etc. We, with a fewg Boer gritillerymen, v}ere
always the last at crossing rivers.: :l‘he Boer artillery
would then open up fire on the advailcing Beltish cavalry to
hold them back until gll our connnisi?.ariat was across the
piver. Unfortunately, at this time, horses had become
scarce with the Boers and, in crossing the Sand River, I saw
one of our Long Toms drawn by oxen.' + ghen all the remnants.
‘of the Boer Army had gone, we did oﬁr work df destruciion
on the bridgés. %e always left a notice "{With the

compliments of the 'Irish Brigad.e"', \r'_:hich‘w,as read by the

British fifteen minutes afterwards. !_ This: demokition work

delayed the Britis_h advance, Also,; in order to starve the

Ll



Military Archives Cathal Brugha :
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 ' :

11.

pursuing c:awalryr horses, we would light a match and put it
t0 the grass. , It was: a most marvellous sight to see the
whole country burning up. Br.itisl:). statistics showed that
the average life of their horses d;pring the war was six

EArrt

weeks, I supp% this was really; the forerunner of the
scorched pRdkle-

icy in modern warfare.

e 1re trea_.t_ed., closely pursp.eci all the time by the
British cavalry, on to Johannesburg, where we s.pen.t one
night.  The British wére in town the following morning,
and we were ordered to Pretoria, 5§ rriiles up.’ Five or
six of us, who were stayi‘ng' in theioutskirts of
Jchamnesburg, decided that bhefore L';ve started off for
Pretoria, we -would have one last 160]:: at the town, Ve were
told that. the British were already'in the!city. Ad we were
passing a convent at Jeppestown, soime nuns at the gate
invited us to come in and bave a cui,p of tea, and one of our
party, me,ky Daltoen, accepted. Hé was an Irish-jsmerican.
™he canmonade was: going on all a.rouind and when he was
finished, it was, too l.gte for him to get away. The four
or five of us continued on until wei came t0 g store pun by

I

g JeWa We commandeered a rifle from him for one of our

party, Pat Quinn of Go, Down. !

hen we agrrived at Pretoria, i.a.uch a scene of confusion
1 never' came across in my life. ﬁue Boerr Government had
siaent' millions of pounds fortifying; Pretoria and we thought
it would be defended to the Ias;t; - After: we had been there
a few hours, word came that the town was not to be defended
and that everybody was to get out. We were all dowrhearted
and surprised, but the wisdom of this decision was plainly
evident'to us. afterwards, The British were sllowed to have

- the towns and cities;, while the Boers held the country.

It left us without any bhase, as: the towns were gll in. the
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hands- of the British. The Boers) became short of horses
and clothes,, s0 much so, that in the taking of prisoners -
they hrad to take a certain amount, of their wearing apparel.
o |

After leaving Pretoria, we took to the country and
kept together as much us: we (‘.'Olﬂ.dl 4 big number of our
men were diéniounted at this. time,! as- there were no horses,
Shortly after leafri_rig Pretoria, Iillost. my horse., We then
had to0 keep close t0 the rail-_way.% A couple of our |
waggons. were driven by Kafirs, T{e were retreating on foot
t0o the eastern portion of the 'L!t'aflsval into the mountainous.
districts, e had an engagement ;Iat Belfast station, near
Dighimanutha, which raged 211 day. '

Still retreating, we -arrivetii at a smgll station
called Maschadoflp.  Here arrivedgfive hundred orisoners of
the Frish Imperisl Yeomanry who hé.d been captured by
De Wet. T recognised a few of 'tliem, but I did not 20
negr them, They were s11 Wquntéersr. who ii-e{ci’ come out from
Ireland. They had been nec-:-ruited aJ.most exclusively
from the Ioyalist elements in I‘Ee'—llz.and and were mos,tl.:;r
N‘orﬁh of Ireland nen, On arr-ivir;g in Capetown they had
entrained for a place cailed Lindlley %#n the Orange‘Frfae
State. They detrained at Lindley Station and had only
got a few milem awéy when they wer;e attacked ‘;oy De Het who.
wes lying in wait for them. Sir John Power of Dublin
whiskey fame, who was: with them, wfas: _kii]]ed’. Ldrd Langford
was wounded and about “twenty more killed and wounded,
Dmmediately the white flag went upi; and that was gll. the,
Service they saw. I often afterwjards. had a good Xaugh
when I- read in Irish papers. of that time gbout the
wonderful service this: unit rendered in the Boer Jar to her

Majestiy, the Queen,
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We were proceeding towards the Pretorls-Delagoa Bay

line in the mountaibs, still followed by the British.

e put up a fight here and there and lost two more men.

e continued to retreat towards th:e- Portuguese border,

There were some eight hundred or .aE thousand Boers; an.d other
nationalities. who had no horses, ?.COmihg towards: the

border we burned up all the roll-.i:fg stock on the line there
and smashed up all our rifies and ?qui;pment.. We crossed
the border and surrendered to the iPortuguese s who took us
into the town of Lourenco MHarques a:nd made uS prisoners,

The British Consml in Delagoa Bay 1got the Portuguese 40
transfer us 0 an old ship in the llaay After a few weeks:' |
semis<starvation on board the wes;sei{!. s, Wwe were given the
option of remaining prisoners or o.lf going to Europe.or any
country we wished, until the war would be over, We elected

to sall for Europe and America. , }

!
In the meantime, about a dozén of our men, who still

retained horses, had stayed in ﬂle:country with

Colonel Bl ake and were ﬂleré 'untilgthe very end of the war,

while McBride snd the rest of us were prisoners on the ship.

The Boer prisoners elected to remain, There were some

Frenchmen and they were very pleased to get back to their own

country. I elected to go to America.

We salled on an Austrian I.JJOyd wesgel, the '"S‘tyr-i",

from Delagoa Bay to Trieste, which was then in Austria.
We spent a week in Trieste and travelled over:lland. to
Hamburg, Germanys We salled for dmerica from there on e

[ .
ship, called the "Furst: Bismarcik®h, | Our pessage had been
; . ] .

paid‘;ﬁ& the: Boer- Gog'er_ment agents in Lourenco Narques and

we had been .given money and elothea,f.

On our arrdval 1n New York, we were received by the

Irish Societies; and John Devoy came, on board, I suppose
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there were about fifty or s-ixty, of us,' inciuding an odd

[

few Irish‘-‘-mner-icans. We were. receiv;ed by the Clan na
Gael and were given the option of going to any of the
mining camps. They would sendson word to the Irish

soc,ieties, in those places 10 rece:.ve us, - The majority
of us went to the mining c¢ pS %n the Jest. We worked
in Montana, Nevada, Golorado d other: places, for
eleven or twelve years. Mos.t gf them died there.

While in America, I was; a member of the Clan na
Gael, E{llatevei- mining cemp I v;as: in, there was always:
a Branch of the Clan na Gael there.  Another Irish
socliety was: the aAncient Order oiL Hibernians.

L
‘

I had no actual contact with the movement in-
Ireland until I returned there :Lfate'in 1918,  MeBride
was then in Ireland. I returned to Ireland on a visit,
but I elected %o stay because th:te Volunteer movement
had practically started.

}

I was: at the first meetingi to form the Volunteers
in the'Rotmdé. filhen they a:tarh:ed to form Companies and
Battalions;,: I became a member of "’.B" Company, 1st

Battalion, I t00k part in the Héwih gun-running and in
|
|
|

Ahout 1‘915_(?) I_ was: on one very interesting raid '

the Kilcoole gun-running,

for arms. The Rednond element of the Volunteers: had
purchased a hundred rifles. 'mé_se were service pattern
gaingle shot wegpons, Larey Két%;‘:l.e, who was on the
Volunteer Executive at the uime,jdid everything in his.
power -to have these rifles, which weré detained g.-t the

.Midland Great Western siore at t}ie North Wall, released,

"

In the ordinary way, if he had been able t6 obtain their

release, we would not have interfered but it seemed that
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there was no hope of hié getting e;l release order for them,
We therefore determined that we Wc?uld release them to
ourselves, I was detailed with al\ party of I.R,B. men to
raid the place. Ge did so and se‘cured all the arms, Which.
were in cases consigned to 'f.'j‘ohn Redmond, President of

the National Volunteers, Du'B:_Lin'_'. This lgbel was
superinscribed in blue pencil w;ithI‘ the wdrd, '_'Deta-ined“.

We had lorries to take away the céses of rifles, and they

were safely disposed of in the eiﬁy. I remember one case

was brought to a house at Glasnevin. I called there

every déy and took away a few rifles each time, fihen a

raid was made on the house, not one rifle was found there,

While I was: attached to "B" Company, we drilled in
the Forestera' Hall, Parnell Sguare. |

I attended one or two meetings; of the I,R.B. Circle.

I forget the ngme of the Circle, but we met at Parnell

Square. I remember Seén Tobin and Joseph Reynolds being

there,

At one time, there- -was great p,ontroversy as to whether

Gonnolly was & member of the I.R,B, or not, I don't know

if he was, but I can tell you something that occurred a

few months before the Rising. Tom Clarke sent for me and
s;asid, "I want you to-day to go around with Jmes Connolly
and‘go.'c'nrer to Harcourt Street atai:ion. In the event of
frouble, you are to take charge of that, with a line of
ret.reat fhrough the National University groundsz“; That
is: how I met Connolly first.. I wént over and Connolly
gave me instructions. Actually, when the Rising did come

off, I was: not sent there at gll.

A few months before Easter, 1916, it was: generally

unders;toéd that there would be a fight.
i
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A fortnight béfore the Rising; I attended an all-
night Volunteer dance in Parnell 3quéré. At sbout 4 or
5 a.m. & message arf.ived. from Pea:"'ée, asking me out to
8t. Enda's, Rathfarnheanm. I went :jlmmediately and Pearse
told me that he wanted me to go d.own and take charge of
Gounty Kildare. He gave me g note; t0 show that I was in
charge because I was to take over from Ted O'Eelly, who
had been organising there for a mor‘_lth. or 80 previously.
Pearse sald he was going to recall 5O'Keull.v, and I aé.-ked him
would he not let him stay down there as: my second in commsnd,
es: he was familiar with the locality,to which he agreed,
i’earae gave menge/_ﬁ.nite word that tihe Rislng was to take
Place aoon, I was: not to travel by train to Kildare but to
cycle down as: I might be spotted by: the police at the station.
I hed a fow hours sleep in St. Enda's before leaving for

Go. Kildare,

¥y first place of call was: to bonal Buckley of
Maynooth. I showed him my ecredentisls. I next got in
eontact with Tom Harris of B'ba;peno:ua. I eyeled then to
Newbridge and put ui: at the Prince of Waleg Hotel, now the
Central Hotel, where Mrs, HZI.ii‘ley, tihe proprietress, was
thoroughly in sympathy with the movement. I met
Ted O'Kelly there. Young Tom Harr.is guessed that there waﬁ
something about to hsppen and he aat:ayed with us for some days.
He was very keen. With 0'Relly, we visited several of the
Volunteer Companies, notably Rathangan. Rathangen had a
fairly strong e;ompiany and quite a f%aw rifies, A man called
Kenny was: in charge there, Outsid%: this there was little

in the way of armament in the‘countir;

On about Holy Thursday I received instructions in a

'despatéh from Pearse that the rebeliion was to start on

Easter sUnday at 4 p.m, I was to mobillise gll the Companies

-
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in Kildare and they were to march é.n full kit to Bodenstown
- | c;hu'rqhylard. At 4 pome I was to a&dress, them and tell them
that the fight was on, that those 'i;vho wished to fight could
follow me, and that those who did rl;ot wish to fight ¢ould
g0 home, I visited all the c,omgailiea end sent word around.

There was promise of a big reﬁponsit-;z;

On Easter Sunday morning we read the countermanding
order from McNeill in the “Sunday Independent" and we were
in g muddle because I had f-eczeived';no countermanding order,
Kelly, Harris and myself decided to oycle into Naase We
contacted Eelly end Tommy Patteraorzx there, but they could
give us:i no information. A8 we we:l:e standing on a sidewalk
in Naas:;, a motorcaycle came tearing;through the town. The
rider was Dié¢k Stokes and he broughfé me a despatch, which

read - - "Postponed until twelve o'clock tomorrow'.

§

It was: sighéd by Pearse. In the iShort time at our

disposal, O'Kelly and I cycled here and there, visiting the

L &

different places to let them know that the fight would be on.
I remember when we vislted Athgarvan, there was: a concert in
progress;, the prinecipal singer being Cuffe. lWe visited as
many places: _as we could, telling them to be at Bodenstown
churchyard the following day at- twelve o'clock, We again

had promises of a good mobilisation.

Some members; of the Moran fax{ily had heen instructed
to bring some sticks of gelignite to me, in order to blow up
the railway bridge at Sallins, Our instructions: were to
carry out derolitions; and fight delaying actions: back into
the city.' The instructions were from the I,R.3B. I could
not say that they actuallly came from FPearsec. I was;
experienced in the use of gelignite. YWhen Moran arrived wit
his siister on Satﬁrday from Dublin, I interrogated him gbout

the stuff, He had none, All he had was e little revolver,
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I had to go up to Dublin on that Saturday evening to get it.
I went to the house in Phibsboro where I lodged (Sheehan's),
There were two brothers in it and: their sister. |

Miss; Sheehan put sixty (2) stick;-as;of gelignite in a bag

and travelled by train to Newbridge. I could not take 1
as AI had to cycle back and I was not gllowed to travel by
train, She actuslly got some soldiers. to help her to
carrj the bag from the station lnto the town, where she
stayed overnight at thq Gentral Bar.

On- Easter Monday morning, Eérris, Kelly and myself
left Newbridge on bicycles (carry.’é.ng the’ gelignite) for
Bodenstown. . We were lookiﬁé for bridges that were
sultable for blowing @. Having examined. ﬁhe bridges
near Bpdenstown and near $allins, I could not see any place
that would be suitable to use it. Being a miner,.I knew
we had no time to do a good job w:{.th the gelignite, There
was: an ordinary passenger train going back and forth
along the line, The Rising had actually started and the
train could not get into the city, and we did not want to
do sny damage t0 it. I eventually decided that blowing
up a bridge like that would not delay the British five
minutes from getting into the cit&. Nobody nobilised at
Bodenstown, though we waited a coﬁsiderable time there to
give them a -chance to do S0, .Aff.er some hours we
disposed of the gelignite by putting it into rabbit-holes
in a field, and cycled to Maynootti.

| When we arrived at Donal Buckley's: shop, we found
that he had already mobilised the ;Ma,\mboth Volunteers in
the stores at the back of the shop. As soon gs he had
discovered that the Rising was on, he had mobilised some
sixteen or seventeen men. He toifd. me that there‘{vere

one or two workmen in the College who were members Of it.
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I took over then. We left thesﬁoﬁe and marched down the
main street towards the College. iThe whole town was
looking on, including the E.I.C;, ého did not interfere,
however, Ted O'Kelly Was:iﬁ‘the éct of drawing his
revolver %o shoot them on the apot; but I said, “"No, Ted.
They are not armed". The R, I.C. g:_ave credit for this to
Donal Buckley and after his release the Sergeant thanked him
for saving their lives. We got oﬂe man, I think, in the
college, The students;wefe all at the windows cheering us.
The President of the College was not there, but the next-in-
charge appeared at thé main dbor.'z He asked us to kneel
down, which we did, and he gave us his blessing, while
stating that he did not approve bf;our action, We left

the College by a &ide entrance and made our way to the canal

and railway line.

| I had been to0ld beforehand thét I was to pick up a
Company of Dunboyne Volunteers, under Seédn Boylan, at
Clonsilla Bridge. When we srrived there, nobody had turned
Up. During our march towards:; the ;ity we sometimes went
from bridge to bridge on the railwa& and sometimes from
bridge to bridge on the canal. I knew the country wefy
well. It was dark when we left Glonsilles At Clonsilla
raiiway station we saw all the peopie coming from Pairyhouse
Races. They had to walk back aloné the line to the city as
there were no trains‘running.- The§ were amazed when they
5aw usB. We continued along the canal until we got to
Brodm Bridge, that is the bridge just outeide Liffey
Junction. Taking the road to the ieft, I brought them
gcross. country into Finglas and across: the river Tolka.

We still did not'know how things:; were in the city. We
continued on into Glasnevin Cemeter&, and there I told the
men to lie down and rest while I would find a place to stack

our various assortment of arms. I went sround the
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cemetery in the dark by myself. I| examined the waults but
none of the dbofs; would open. Ei;nally I succeeded in
getting into one cof the towers. alqng the wall dividing the
Botanic Gardens and the cemstery, and saw that 1%
contgined a big tank, eight or ten feet off the ground.

I decided that it was a sultable place to hlide our arms,
and I went back to tell the men to move in wlth thelr arms.
fte hoisted one man up on the tank ;anﬁ he found 1t was dry.
We stored all the arms there. I ]lthink we hed two or three
rifles and the remainder were shot:guns. I had a revolver |
myself, y

Very early on Tuesday mrning"l I sald to the men:
"It is getting daylight. The grave-diggers will be hére
early in the morning end you must all scatter around.
I am going into the city to see how things are". I made
my way tO the G P, 0. first, without trouble, and I told them
that I had some men on the outskirts; of the cit,v.;‘- I forget
who I saw at the é. P. Q. 'J!'leré wasnothing to bar my way to
and from the G-.:E;. Q. On my way back to‘ the cemetery,
T decided to call to the house wheée I 1lodged and put on my
Ceptain’'s: uniform which I had left there when proceeding to
Kildare. When.I went in, I found!that the Sheehans had
aisposed of ite I left the house;and proceeded to Doyle's
corner, just in time to see my men ;marching along in the
direction 61? the G.P. 0, Someone had informed them thegy
were $0 go there and they had decided not to walt for me,
I had been gone from th.em for s ¢onsiderable time. They
hgd brought their arms with them. I placed myself at

their head and we marched down to the G, P2, O,

We got some food in the Post Office but before we had
tike t0 get a rest, I was ordered, with the same men and

about half a dozen members of the Hlbernian Rifles, to
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proceed to Parliisment Street and t:.o take over a house there.
This house was' not 10 be directly opposite the City Hell,
which w;as occ;.upied by the British, and not at a corner,

but one from which we could have a full view of the Gity
Halle I was not told to tske over any particular housé.
Wwe left the G.P.0,, crossed the Me;tal Bridge and turned

up an gileyway at the back of the ﬁmhwge Hotel. We went
by a back way into 8ir Patnic:l; Sho'rtha.:Ll's; house, where g
wallpaper and paint business was; c;rried on., From
upsitairs:;,, we broke through into thie Exchenge Hotel, We
were the first people to occupy this placs, e.had a full
view of the City H‘all, whereas: theEBritish garrison there
had very Fittle space t0 Fire at u.a. The British made
several attempis to get into the "Mail'f Office across the
roagd wia the mgin entrance. We ﬁéd complete control over
them, One of our men, Donal Buckley, shot a few of them.,
We were up on the roof, which we had barricaded with great
big rolls of wallpaper. One of our men - Halish of the
Hibernian Rifles — was killed, I 'sent word to Dre. lMcKee
in the G.P.0. He was a Northern Ireland man. They came
for him and took him away, but he died afterwards.

The house in Parliament Street was :not of any tacticel value
except t0 prevent the Mall Offices. %from being occupied.
Some time on Tuesday evening I got ;w.ord to get back to the
Post Office as there was no further.;' point in holding on
there, The British had given up élis;rattempt to get into
the Hail QOffice. We returned exactly the same way as we

came and met no ohsiruction en route.

e stayed 1n the Post Office floi' two or three days.
I did not get any sleep at all because I was in
command of the men :Ln 1{ “windows and had to see that they
kept awake, '
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On Thursday I was ordered to take about ten men and
occupy & corner house at Cepel Bt. Bridge, ebout one door from
Lemass's. I think it belonged to‘Wepb at the time. I am not
sure if it was Connolly who gave me %his order. I left the
G.P.0., with the ten men.. We went algng Henry St. and into
Abbey Street. We were proceedingdowards Capel Street when
we met an armoured car. There was nd back alley where we
could break into the house, and we were in full view of
everyone. We retreated to the Post Office. At the Henry
Street entranca, which we never ente?ed, we met Connolly at
the door. "Come on", he éaid; He téld me we were O occupy
a hbuse at the cornsr o: Liffey Streét and the ausys which
would cover along the quays facing west. I and'ﬁy party
followed Connolly. TWe went down Liffby Street. The most
useful corner on Liffey Street was derelict. He told me
to teke the one house that was stand%ng there. Connolly
went off. He went around the corner and into the
"Independent" O0ffices. W@ enterad tﬁe house. We could not
see around any of the corners from iﬁ, but from the back
of 1t we could see thirty or forty yérds away the back of
the "Independent" Office. I think, iﬁ evacuating that,
Connolly got wounded. We stayed in this house on Thursday.
Cccasionally I would go out 1o she co}ner and pee@ up
Capel Streat. I saw one woman shot cfossing the streef.
The British were commanding the whole' of Abbey Street from

Capel Btreet, and had been in occupatﬁon of Capel Street

with armoured cars from the day before.

There were a couple of young men with me who Were.deserter
from the Dublin Fusiliers and théy asked me, seeing that the
fight was over, would I give them a cﬁance to make their
getaway as it would be very serious'fbr them if they

were caught fighting with us. This was on Friday. I Saw
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the force of their necessity and let them go. That
evening (Friday) I said to the others, "It is. all over: now.
There%s no use trying to retreat to the Post Office. Each

one of us: can now make his getaway". I forget where we

‘dumped our arms. I crossed the pﬁreet; with Jack Kenny

and a couple of others, and we went into an old furniture.
premises, No one would every su%pect us beling in this
house, I went upstalrs, There;waszno one in the house,
I went in there and got somethingﬁto eat, and also a
moleskin trousers and an old jern& hat. I changed my
clothes and with a few days' érow%h of beard on me, looked

gqulte the part of an ordinary "navvy" or working man.

‘That night, I could see British officers; outside the door

and hear them talking. I stayed in the house Friday
night snd Saturday night, | '
On Sunday morning I saw the;people moving around
outside, going to Mass, I dug my hande down into the two
pockets in front of the moleskin trousers, I had the old

hat on my head, The only thing that looked respectable

about me was my shoes. I had got a new pair of shoes; in

the G,P.O. as my own were worn out after the merch from
Kildare. I left the house in Liffey Street. I had in
mind where to go and how to get"tﬂere. I went up Liffey
Street, iﬂtending to cross: Henry Street and go slong Upper
Liffey Street to Dorset Street, bu$ there was no exit that
way. '

I came back. There seemedéto be no exit outwards.
I walked along Abbey Street into O'Conhell Street.
I slouched up O'Connell Sireet. ﬁl the fighting had
ceased. I passed a British officer holding our flag, and’
I think it was the Post Office flag. The only danger

I felt was that I would meet some police or detectives
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who would recognise me, I could see people outside the
Gresham and places like that. I passed the Post Office,
intending to get wp to the Rotun&a; "but that exit was

closed.

I returned, on the Greshanm Hétel side, and at
Findlater Plasce I turnedwand'went éown by the back of the
Grecham towards the back of Marlbo#oggh Street Cathedral.
Sitting on the steps outside the @athedral were g lot of

young fellows from Carson's Army. @ They had never been away

any distance from their homes: in their lives, There was
another lad glong with me and these young fellows did not
meke any attempt to stop us, #e talked to them for a
while about the deplorable state of affairs. I had a plug
of hard tobaceco and gave pieces;toEsome of these fellows.
Then I slouched by them gnd around the corner to the fromt
of the Cathedral. I made my way up t0 what was Gloucester
Street towards; the Diamond.,. T had an object in view.

I turned into Great Britain Stﬁeet,;now Parnell Street, and
went by unfrequented routes: to Mountjoy Square, ﬁhen‘

I came near the old Hibernian offices at the corner of
Gardiner: Row, I sat down on some stones and kept an eye out.
After g while, I saw on the far sidé of the street

Mrs, Wyse-Power and her daughter coﬁing up to Gardiner
Street Church for lMass. I walked 6ven3 came behind her and
spoke to her, She nearly had a £it when she saw me,

I walked with her for a few hundred yards, Then I walked
on until I got to Dorset Street. I stood waiting outside
Joe McGuinness's drapery ahoy.hopiné to see someone I would
know, who would bring word $0 my mother in Eccles Street
that I waﬁ alright. An oId‘schoolfmate, with his wife,
came glong and I asked him to do so. He went around to

Echeé Street and told my mother that T was: alright and
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would call there after a certain.length of time. She

lived near the bottém end of Eccleg Street and had & room

o

in one of the houses there. hen f got there my aunt
from Phibsboro' was visiting her end she brought down &

N |
good suit of clothes for me. Curfew was on, of course,

and I stayed there that night.

Next day, I went out for a whiie and scouted around.
I ceme back to the house in the evening, intending to
spend another night in my mother's place. It was just
}before curfew. The msn who rented-;he house lived with
his family in the basement. I knockéd at the door, but
he did not open it. After repeated;knocking, he came out
of the basement and.said: "Who is that?". "Nr. Byrne";-
I replied. "You cen't come in hereﬁ, he said. That was
one of the worst moments in my 1ifei to be turned awa& in
- curfews ‘I was dressed pretiy well,ffairly clean and
neat and active. I decided to visit the lady who later
became my wife. I went along to Eccles Street snd turned
into Nelson Street. I put on a brave front - I Dbelieve
I looked like a detective - I crosséd without interrogation
into Mountjoy Street. I went up Paimsrston Place td No. 1
'where this lady lived with her mothér end brother. ©She had
been in the Post OFffice herself and went out with the
wounded to Jervig S5%. Hospital. I ﬁad given her my Watch 
and some monéy-to mind for me. Aas ﬁer home was liable to
be raided she advised me to go over to the Athlone Hotel
end seid that Mrs. Grogan, the propfietress, was: all right
aﬁd a peréonal friend. I had only to walk 30.or 40 yards
. to the hotel where I registered under the name of Burke.

I stopped there for two nights.

I was looking out of the window of the hotel one day
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when I saw a regiment,with their cblonel on horseback in
front, coming up the sireet from D?rset 8t. towards the
Broadstones sitation. I got the ide% that they were going.

to enclose the aréa. Aftefwards Iidiseovered they were going
to the Broasdstone to escort the Gaiway prisonsers. At any
rate, I.got hold of an umbrella, a6 it had started to rain,
and left the Athlone Hotel. Crossing Constitution Hill, I

got to Brunewick Street. My object wes to get to Senstor

McKean's place. I went around by ?rangegorman and came

cut where Sheridan's garage is on the North Circular Road,
just at the foot of Charleville Road. McKean's house was
only two doors from the Cabra Roadiehd. There was a soldier

on duty st each end of the road. I said I wanted to go %o
|

see some friends of mine. “How 1o$g will you be?', he asked.

"] won't be any length of time", I%said.' He allowed me to

go on. I went into McKean's-and s%ayed there for a couple

of days. #As this place was liableiﬁo be raided at any time,

I only stayed there two nights and made off for the country.
Y wanted to get to Baldoyle. :I went up Cabra Road,

turned around by the Deaf and DumbiInstitutioh and came

out ascross the Finglas Road into tﬁe top of éiasnevin.

By now the itrams were starting to ran againf I saw

"Sceilg" coming out of his house aﬁd he sau_ﬁg too.‘

My next move was to Baldoyle, to a:friend, at whose wedding

I hed been best man. His name wasEMichael Keane. I

stayedlthere one night and was off:the following morning,

with his bike, which he lent me.

My next object in view was toigo t0 the home of
one of the Irish Brigade in South Africa. He ves

Joe Kennedy of the White Hart, Balbriggan. The place
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was OFff the main road on the Dublilin side of Balbriggen.
I cycled there all the way from Baldoyle. I stayed at

Xennedy's for a few weeks. L

I rode on 40 a place beyond Stsmullen 1n the COu.nty

4.
"J"‘

 Heath vhere I stayed with a fx'iend na.med Dardis, for

a while. '
‘.

I rode further north to g pléée called Magheracloone,
just over the Heath border, sbout six miles from
Carrickmacross, where my aunt and éous:inss had a farm,

As a constgbulary hut had bheen erf.‘ec:; ted a few hundred yards:
away, my relatives advised me not to hang sround theré.
!

T started off again, on my wéty towards Derry.

At each place that: I called at or étoPPed in, I was given
the names oOf people shead who would put me up. T arxiived.
in Derry eirlight and stayed with the Doherty's for a week.
or two., Any time I met police on my journeying I always
tried to 1ook very important and passed them 'withouﬁ

glancing at thems

My next move was %o Belfast, I eycled for haglf the
journey and went: by train for: the remainder, I stayed
several months with my cousin there;. He was umuarried and

had a spirit grocery husiness, in which I helped.

As a promise was glven by thei British that there
would be no further executions, I returned to Dublin,
It was just before Christmas. T was not arrested for some
time, In Dublin I found that the mavement had re-started,
and I rejoined. I took over as Vice-Gommandant :of the
1st Battaliomn. I think Dermot: O'Heéar-ty' was Commandant,
This was only a temporary arrangerheht until the men would

bhe relessed from the jails.
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men' the "Iewes prisoners returned home s an election
of officers: was held and I was appointed Commandant.
T held that raenk for gbout three :[year.s. N

I got married in 1919 and we were living in Upper
Eccles Street, I was arrested in the middle of the
night in 1920, I had been staying at home as my wife
was: after having her first. baby. ' the military broke

into the house and I Was: taken away,

I was sent %0 Wormwood Scru'!pbs. There were a
couple of thousand of us there, tx.ilder the leadership of
Joe’ MeGrath. When they shifted Iﬁc@rath to Brixton by
himself, we went on strike in ordér that s few comrades
would bhe sent with him, 4As a result, permission was

grented for four or five mén in Wérmwood Scrubbs to be

|
. transferred to Brixton., When word came that McGrath had

mentioned the names; of those who v}.ere to go, mine was one
of them. I was then transferred to Brixton,. Prison
conditions were not too bad, The £ood was good’ enough.
We were about to go on hunger strike in Brixton for same
reason, which I cannot remember noiw, but we were all

released beforé it ceme off, I ceame beck to Dublin.

I .
I was arrested again in 1920:. It was after curfew
end I was interrogated by British agents in plain clothes,
I said that I had nothing further to do with the movement.

I put down that I was an American citizen, although I was

not, I was sent t0 Rath Camp, the Curragh, from which

I escaped with Joe Vize through a tunnel. There were
about twelve hundred prisoners: there, and only aboub
forty or fifty of us escaped, T™at was: quring the Truce,
I ceme back t0 Dublin. '

When I was; appointed 0/C. of the Battalion,



Military Archives Cathal Brugha - :

BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 - |

By
L4

L

o

89; !

Piaras Beaslal was: elected Vice-Commandent but he was
'transféi:-red Jater, on my arrest, Paddy Houlihan was:
appointed in my place. In the meantime, I was not doing
anything. A4s a matter of fact, I é]!eft the Battalion at
the request of Michael Collins. I know it is: a fact that
it was owing to the fallure of the 11’:9.1; Battalion to carry

out certaln operations on Bloody Sundsay. In any case,

he thought perhaps that Paddy Houlihan would be & better

man.  We held a meeting which was: attended by Brigadier
Cscar Traynor, He to0ld me that atl‘the request of
Michael Collins;, Houlihan took my place. The Battallon
officers did not: want me to resign but I told them to obéy
@G H, Q@ At any rate, whether Le, Collins, thought he
might have done me an injustice or ﬁot, it was_he put my

name forward for the job I later held in ILeinster House.
while I was 0/C, I think our ﬁattalion carried off
more raids: than the other three together, including
Goll“inst_own, where we got 75 rifles a;nd anmuni:t-ion, sind_'
King's Inns, Kevin Barry was arrested at one raid ﬁhich‘
was carried out on Kehnedy'"s;-'Bakeny., Actually, when the
plan far this raid was; put to0 me by one of my Companies,
I was against it, but the raid was I?ter carried out by
another Company without my knowledge: When they first
put it up %o me, I had said, "TrooI)s:Ewill' come on the
scene from the North Dublin Union, wll'_.ich is; only a couple
of hundred yards away. They _w.:lli come down in lorries:
to the hakery for their bresd. Eﬁ'lez:.e will: .be a soldier
with g rifle standing on _the lorry, w:hich is. h:iigh_abowe :
the ground, and you will not have as: ?much control. over
him as you should, ﬁae man standing on the lorry will
give the alarm",. That was what actuelly hgppened,
He was: shot;, and brought the others on the scene. The

result was that fthree harmless British tommies were shot,
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Kevin Barry was caught and Iater executed.
!

Earlier, our Battalion went into the 4th Battalion
|
ares to carry out a raid on some rgilway wagegons at
Kingsbridge. We got some rifles there.

1
ror the Custom House raid, vhich was in the 2nd

Pattalion area, nmen were picked fPQﬁ gll. the Dubliin
Jompeanies. 4 1ot of our men tookzpart in it snd some oOf
them were shot, | |
tthen Pilsras Reaslai, Wﬁo was.hy Vice~Commandant; was
transferred to take charge of the a?my journal , -
tan t-Oglach®, @&.H, G, sent me George Irvine to Fill the

Tac ancy,

jPre-iQiGE.

I visited Tom Clerke's shop e%ery &ay. Of course,

there was always a detective watchiﬁg;the shop. Many

years afterwards, I visited the Castle and was: talking to

Golonel Rroy in his office, He said, "Your name used %o

come up here every day as visiting Tom Clarke'.

Shortly after my return to Duplin, Tom Clarke came
to me end said, "There is an organiéerninsmructor needed
in the Galtee Brigade, aroun&‘Galbain.' Thelr Instructor
has been called up t0 the front, ﬁithink you should go
down there". The Galtee Brigade instructor, who was in
the Sﬁerwoéd Foresters, was a man némed Burke of the
locality. "wRell, Tom", I said, "Ifdon't know much gbout
military instruction. “tﬁe had’noﬁhiﬁg of" that kind in the
Boer army".  wIt's not sio much of that kind of thing,
forming Four's and ssluting", he said, "buﬁ.I’wanﬁ=you to
keep them right nationally". As a matter of féct,

1
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I found that part of my job only too.easy aé_all the lads
down there were thoroughly well up and were readers of

Griffith's peper "Nationality".

The split in the Volunteers occurred while I was in
the Galtee Brigade. I had about half a dozen companies
in the Galtee district. I visited a different cdmpany
each night in the week and on Sundayﬂ there was s
concentnatién march of all to one of the other company
districts in turn. They were well equipped and were a
fine body of leds. When the split came on, I addressed
the various compsnies when I med them; snd told them that,
no matter what sides they took, not to fall out with one
another but that I wished them to stay with the original.
They all remained. It ﬁas the only place wvhere they did,

’

with the exception of s few places in Dublin.

‘The Hitchelstowm company, under}Joe Hafnigan, viseited
us often.

On the Sunday before the split caﬁe on, a.coup d'etat
Was carried'out on the Redmondite Voluntesrs while they
were at Naas. Our fellows seized &4ll their rifles and
band instsruments, and marched with the brass band to

ﬁnglesborq'. _ :

I took the companies to the fields and put them on

field work all the time. The R.I1.C. wére always present

at our parades and marchss, but did not interfere with us.

I remember addressing the men at Anglesboro' when

the split came and they did not know what side to teke.

Tom ILundon, M.P., was going aroumd, brandishing a rifle

out of a car, BPut no ammunition, and telling them he
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@ . could give them arms, I was not allowed into the hall,
but T addressed them outside. The R,I.C. were tliere,
I.said, "Your fathers would be glad if only they were

elive to-day to be handed the right to carry rifles",
{

T svent three months in the : Galtee Brigade in

1914, organising, |
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