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ORIGINAL

atement of Miss Nancy Wyse-Power,

3, Wellington Placé, Dublin.,.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

NO. W-S. .g‘-Fl

: First Instalment.

BEarly Nationalist Influences:

7 Discussions on Irish politics were in my ears from the
time I could hear anything, as both my parents had been

|
adtively engaged in public affairs.

Father 8 connection'witb the revival of Irish and
foundation of the G.A.A.

My father had been interested in the Irish language
movement from an early age. Although his parents were
Irish speakers, he himself did not learr Irish until he was
about sixteen years of age, when he had his interest aroused
by a priest in Blackrock College where he was at school.
Although his family lived only two miles from the city of
Waterford, my great-grandmother who died about 1895 spoke no
Eﬁglish, which indicates how rapidly the Irish-speaking
areas have shrunk in ths last 50 years. My father was an
early member of the Society for the Preservation of the
I;ish language and assisted John Fleming in éditing the
Gaelic Journal. On leaving schodl he entered the Civil
Service but was dismissed becausé of his membership of a
sociefy called 'The Young Ireland Society'. He subsequently
became a journalist and in that capacity accompanied Parnell
on his American tour. He was one of the group of five or
six who founded the G.A.A., at Thurles. He was imprisoned

for six months during the Land League.

Mbthe&'s part in the Ladies' Langd League :

My mother had also grown up in a natiornalist
!

atmosphere. Her father's house in Dublin was a resort for
|
; /Feni ans
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Fenians and one of her brothers had gone straight from
Synge Street school to Tallaght on the day of the Rising
planned in 1867. As a result of the snow he got pneumonia

i o _

and died.

4

As a girl she joined the Ladies' Land League which had
begn founded by Anna Parnell. Modern writers temd to give
credit for this to Anha Parnell's sister, Fanny. This
alﬁays annoyed my mother considerably in the interests of
hispofical accuracy. Fanny Parnell, she stated, was in fact
in Amsrica during almost the‘whgle of the Land League Period.
The.lLadies' Land lLeague's activities have been described in a
lectﬁre by my mother, of whicp I have handed in a copy to the
Bureau. (Appendix A). As bappened with later organizations
of the sams type the members of ths .Ladies' Land League
carried out a great deal of work of a kind not included in the
objects for which they had been founded. While they collected
funds for the benefit of evicted tenants, were present at
eviéfions,'set up Land League huts for the evicted in the
vieinity of their former homes, assisted the dependants of
prisoners and provided comforts for the latter, they also
carried out a considerable amount of undercover work of &
less legal character. 0f this type was a task undertaken by
my mofher for the printing qnd ¢irculation of lists of the
names: and addresses of the members of juries in agrarian
trials. |These lists she had printed in Liverpool with the
assisiance of Mr. Patrick O'Brien who was M.P, for Kilkenny
up to.1917. It was at the bi-election caused by his death
tﬁat Mr. W.T. Cosgrave was elected.

When the lists had been printed they were sent over to
Duhlin[and delivered at the offices of the Land League. The
person}in charge, having glanced at one bundle, refused delivery

|
and th%y were returned to the stores at the North Wall. My

|
| /mother
|

|
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mother secured a carriage amd coachman from a rich friend
(Mrs. Molony, Treasurer of the Ledies' Land League ), drove
toithe North Wall, claimed the goods and drove around Dublin
unéil she had deposited the bulk of the documents here and
thélre dumping the balance in my father's lodgings in- his
abgence, the landlady haviné no idea of what she was taking

in.:

The members of the Ladies' Land League were, with very
few@exceptions, very young and of an age to enjoy these
actﬁvities. For instance at the Hacketstown evictions my
motﬁer was present representing the Ladies' Land League and
askeh for assistance to be sent down. The help arrived in
the 'person of a l4-year old girl, Patricia Cantwell, whose
elder sisters were members. Hackétstown was in the area to
which my mother's family belonged and a cousin of hers,

,T@m Q'Toole, a local farmer, gave hef help of another kind.

A coﬁpgny of soldiers had been drafted into the town to assist
the police and bivouacked in the square. During the night,
their arms disappeared. The officer called on my mother who
he thought was responsible and offered to do anything in his
power. if she would save him, but she knew as little as
himself.,. The.weapons had been taken by O'Toole amd a servant
amd concealed in the belfry of a chirch. The servant duly
gave information and O'Toole was tried amd sent to jail. The
informgr went to America where he was shot immediately on

arrival.

Mother's amssociation with Inghinidhe na h-Eireann and Sinn
Fein,

Bdth my pérents were ardent Parnellites and after the
death Sf Parnell took no part in politics until the new
moveman# began fo take shape about the beginning of the
prgsentiéentury after the visit of Queen Victoria during the

/Boer
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Boer War. A committee of women, including my mother, was

sei up by Miss Maud Gonne for the purpose of discouraging
Dublin children from attending a loyalist outing in the
Phoenix Park to which all were invited. The committee set
ifSelf'to provide an alternative treat for the "patriotic™
children at Clonturk Park, Drumcondra. Out of this
committee the society known as Inghinidhe na h-Eireann
developed. Before very long Sinn Fein was founded and my
mother was a member of the executive of that organisation up
to the split in 1922 when it more or less broke up. ©She was

one . of the Honorary Treasurers from 1917 to 1922. -

Wj&zﬁ%fﬂ»t« e o By

She emerged into public life about this time hav1ng

been elected to the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin

(ohm, Maghnd Union. As a result she became a keen advocate of the

7

()
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break-up of the British Poof Law system and was cne of the
members of the D&il Eireann Poor Law Commission which in the
years 1920-'82 put an end to the workhouses asg they bhad
Previously existed.

Joining the Gaelic League:

I began to learn Irish about 1901 or 1902 when the Ard
Craobh of the Gaelic League announced a class for children
on Saturday afternoons. The teacher was MAire nf Chinnéide -
who was a member incidentally of Inghinidhe na h-fBireann - and
she gave her services free,as was usual in those days. On
the first Saturday an immense crowd of children arrived which
was enﬁirely beyond the capacity of the organisers to cope
with ahd it was realised that a second teacher would be
needed! In time, of coursse, the size of the classes was
reduced to reasonable proportions but that first rush is an
indlcation of the rising enthusiasm in Irish affairs which was

then becoming apparent. A year or two later my family began

} ' /to
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.%o go to Ring for the summer. We were almost the first
;£o¥eign' visitors there,’being preceded only by Dr. Michael
Sheehan of Maynooth who had a cottage at Helvick. A few '
years later.more visitors appeared and Ring Irish College had
its humble beginnings when Dr, Henebry, who was staying with
Dr; Sheehan, set up a blackboard on a windowsill in
Ballinagoul each evening for the purpose of teaching the boys
anﬁ girls of the village to read and write Irish. At that
time no word of Irish was taught or spoken in the local
national school nor in the church (as regards the church the
samé-is largely true to-day). How Irish survived in these
conditions is a mystery. It could not have done so wiphout
‘the]devoted enthusiasm of Dr. Sheehan. On one occasion in
the early years when he said the ordinary parish Mass on

' Sunday he ﬁreached a short sermon in Irish and the people -
espebially the old pesople - ﬁere in tears, as they had rarely

if at all had such an experience previously.

Slow progress of Sinn Fein Movement. Its struggle with
1rish Parliamentary rarty influence:

Meanwhile in Dublin Sinn Féin was advancing slowly. A

greaﬁ deal of its activity in the early days was devoted to
raisihg the standard of local administration and municipal
elections werse regarded as issues of méjor political
importance. In Dublin the standard-bearers of Sinn Féin
were Tom Kelly, Sean T. 0'Kelly and Walter Cole. When a man
was pqosecuted for having his name in Irish on a cart, the
Dublid Corporation put Irish inseriptions on all their
vehicﬂes, (I notice that they have reverted partly to English
in rec?nt years). Some local bodies objécted to using
envelo?es printed with the words "On His Majesty's Service"
and substituted the legend'T Seirbhis na h-£ireann." One of
these ﬁas the North Dublin‘Guardians of whiéh mny mother was a
member; When the nuns in charge of the Union hospital

invited Lady Aberdeen to visit the institution, the Sipn Féin‘

/members
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ri;e-_mbers ;)f the Board succeeded in preventing the visit -
%rom taking place. ~ In such miror ways the Sinn Feiners
éought gvepy‘step;of the road in an effort tosgpmbat the
nationai‘apathy wﬁichnwas almost universal after the
L;beral-party had come to power in England in 1008, John
Redmond's party had tied themselves to the Liberals in the
h?lief that Home Rule would result. It was argued that a
Home Rule B;ll could not be passed until the power of the
Héusé of Lords had been curtaliled, which woﬁld take time.
Eéen then the question of Welsh Disestablishment was to have

priority and the Irish Party musﬁ be content to wait.

i. The years of waiting were used by the Irish Party in
advancing their followers. As adherents of the Governmsnt
thé party were in a position to secure such positions as
po;tmasters, postmen and all such minor offices for their
nominees. The better-off classes were flattered by being
appointed Justices of the Peace. Writers on the Freemsan's
Journal were made Local Government Inspectors and in the

legal world‘,patronage wés supreme. Practically everyone

was!benefiting in one way or another and there was almost
| .
universal resentment of the Sinn Féin policy which was that

|
no Irishman should serve an alien government in any capacity.
|

Accordingly, the Sinn Feiners were always in the minority on

local councils and had usually a hard fight to be elected at
|
all,! Many enlightened persons who approved of the

constructive side of the movement, industrial developmsnt

7

etc., were ungble to support its volitical side, above all
, .

the éuggestionuthat the Irish representatives should withdraw

fromeestminster. At a time when for the first time in
L .
history, patronage had passed to the hands of Irishmen!

The té;m "Sinn Feiner" in those days was almost as

opprobrious as the word Communist is to-day.
|

/Matters



' Matters came to a head when Charles Dolan, M.P. for
: Leitrim, resigned his seat in Parliament and stood again at
'the ensuing bye-election aé a Sinn Felin candidate on the
abstention issue. He was, of ‘course, defeated but the
election, which ‘was fought with exceeding bitterness, focussed
public¢ attention on the Sinn Fein policy. I was present at
an e?ormous public.meeting held after the election in the
Rouna Room of the Rotunda. Among the speakers was Sedn
MacDiarmuda who had been active during the election and who
thenébecame an organiser for Sinn Fein. The Coﬁncils Bill
had éaceived a bad reception and had been rejected by a United
Leag%e Convention, although sponsored by John Redmond and the
Partﬁ Leaders and the Parliamentary forces were weakened by the
‘ snlit%which occurred between the elements who favoured the
Ancient Order of Hibernians and the O'Brien-Healy group who
~ were ﬁpposed to that organisation. These factors appeared to
favour the growth of Sinn Fein.

‘Irish becomes compulsory in the newly-founded National
Uhiversity.

My own first efforts in public affairs were connected
with thé campaign for compulsory Irish in the .Matriculation
examinétion of the National University. The Parliamentary
Party ﬁere opposed to the demand which was being pressed for by
public!bodies throughout the country at the instigation of the
GaeliciLeague. I joined a commiptee supposed to be composed
of stuients - in fact save for myself all were graduates - to
organisg student opinion. We arranged for the signing by
pupils Bf secondary schools throughout the country of a

|
memorial requesting that Irish be made an essential subject for

admission to the University. There were difficulties in some
cases iﬁ getting permission from the heads of the schools to
collect 'the signatures but on the whole the scheme was

1
remarkaply successful and it was stated subsequently that this
/memorial

|
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memorial - signed by many thousands from among those who
might bé_expected to become University students had an
eéfect on the decision of the University senate when it
adcepted the compulsory Irish principle. Many of the
members of the Committee have since died, including Dr.
Dundon, whom I met again on Easter Monday, 1916, Dr. Fearon,
a T.D. who opbosed—the'Treaty and Mr. John King, Solicitor,
of :Newcastle, Co. Down, who in 1922 was expelled from the
Si% Counties. Among those still alive are Mr. P. Little,
T.D., Dr. Seamus 6 Ceallaigh, Judge O0'Byrne of the Supreme

Co@rt and Dr. MacCartan.

‘ .
Sinn Fein efforts prevent Municipal Reception of
King George and Queen Mary.

| In 1911 King George V.‘visited Dublin on his accession
to ?he throne. All the force of the Sinn Fein element was
Dusged into preventing a Municipal reception at Dublin.
In ﬁhese efforts The 0'Rahilly was especlally prominent.
Riotous scenes occurred outside the City Hall on the day
whei the resolution to present an address of loyalty was to
be d%bated as the Lord Mayor (O'Farrell) who was known to be
in f%vour of the motion had restricted admission to the
public gallery. For some odd reason he had given
‘inst?uctions that no women were to be admitted and when some
membgns of the Council endeavoured to bring in the Countess

1
Mﬁrkﬂevicz; both she and her escort were ejected forcibly.

Howeﬁer, the Corporation declded against being loyal. As
no mohey was made available to decorate the streets, a
commi%tee of citizens decided to collect funds for thé
purpoée and called a meeting in the 4Antient Concert Rooms.
They %ust have been simple folk for no restrictions were put
on adéission and- the meeting resolved itself into a series
of speeches from the floor by O'Rahilly, Sheehy-Skeffington,
Sean ﬂilroy and the Countess. - Eventually stewards were

/summoned
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su@moned and efforts made to remove the interlopers but the

meeting finally broke up in confusion.

A suggestion had been made in the newspapers that every
Irishwoman with the Christian name of Mary should participate
in an sddress of welcome to Queen Mary. This effort was
popularly known as "collecting Marys®. A scratch committee
got, together in 6 Harcourt Street of which I was Secretary,
to eope with this matter. They followed up cases where
empioyees of business houses were asked to sign, as well as
doiﬁg newspaper propaganda against the proposal. They also
hadlleaflets printed for distribution among crowds standing to
see the Royalties - these leaflets set out the national

position.

While the preparations were going on public meetings
were-being held nightly in different parts of the clty to
rouse nationalist feelings. It was on the occasion of one
" of these meetings that Miss Helena Mblony threw a stone
through a picture of King George which had been erected at
Yeatﬁs!s corner. She was arrested and admitted to bail that
night. The following day was that when the Corporation
meetfng referred to previously toog place and when we had all -
including Miss Molony - been thrown out of the City Hall, we
croseled over to the Police Court where she was brought up.
The magistrate failed to understand the incursion and
threatened to have the Court cleared. Then with the remark
that ﬁe would ot brook any Simon Tappertit, male or female",
he sentenced her to a term of imprisonment with the option of
a finer She refused to pay the fine and was taken to
Mbuntj%y, whence she was released mysteriously a few days

1ater,ias the fine had been paid anonymously.
l b -

/Later
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- Later in theisummer Mi ss Mblony, in company with
Sheghy-Skeffingpon, was again arrested - this time for
sediti&us speeches made at a Sunday morning meeting at
Beresford Place. :

Expectations of Home Rule keep country loyal to the Irish
If}liamentary FEfty.

1After the Parllament Bill was passed curtalling the power
I

of the House of Lords, Home Rule appeared to be approasching
1 . g _

and %n spite of all the work of Arthu: Griffith and those who

antiéipated that notiing would result, the country settled
dowglto support of the Irish Parliamentary Party. For this
the growth of the A.0.H. was'no doubt:largely responsible,
assis%ed by the policy I have mentioned of distributing the

(minoi) spoils.
| .
!
The Volunteers and the War:

I was out of Ireland during the years 1912 - 1914 end
whep % ;eturned, things had~undergone a complete change. The
Volunteers had split, the British Armmy was being represented
as an &;ishman's natural bome and in Dublin it would hﬁve been
dangergus to suggest that the First Great War was not being

foughtlfor the benefit‘of small nations.

Foundation_of Cumann na mBan: _

. C%mann na mBan had been founded to assist the Volunteer
movemeﬁt at the end of 1913 or the beginninglof 1914, I
undersfgnd that the idea of such an organization emanated from
Thomas yacDonagh. Miss-O'Farrelly was the first President.
The pro#oters may have had in mind an auxiliary asscciation of
women aéting under the general instructions of the Volunteer
Executiye but the organisation immediately declared itself to
be an iﬂdepegdent organisation of women determined to make its

own decisions.
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Sn;it on Volunteers and Cuménn na mBan:

After the Volunteer split on the outbreak qf_theVWar,
2 convention of Cumann na mBan was held to determine the
future of the organisation. There was a strong element which
was! anxious not to involve itself in the split; they desired
to iemain neutral and to assist both Volunteer bodies. Tﬁe
con?entién, however, voted that the rescurces of'the Society
sho&ld be pledged to the Irish Volunteers. The principal
spe%ker on this side was Miss Mary MacSwiney,and she was
sungortéd by Mrs. O'Donovan of Limerick and Miss Mlh Ryan.
MissiO'Farrelly resigned with a number of others and when the
convéntion decision was conveyed to the Branches;many members

foll?wed suit, whole Branches disappearing in some cases,

|

iI was not a membeerf Cumann na mBen at this time but was
in and out of it's offices a good deal and a good deal of its.
work was done at my home as my mother had taken over the
chairmanship. At this time the office was in D'Olier Street
where a room had been provided by Sedn MacDiarmuda adjacent to
the e?itoriql office of Irish Freedom for which he was
respoésible. When the Irish Volunteers secured premises in

|

Dawson Street, the Cumenn na mBan secured a room there.
i

Joins Central Branch of Cumenn na mBan:

T' foined the Central Bramch of CumAon na mBen in 1915
somewhat doubtfully. At that time their programme 4id not
appealito me but from the trend of events I felt a desire to
helongi;o some organised body. There were two branches in
the Ciéy of Dublin, thé_Central Branch which met weekly at the
- Gaelic }eague Offices, 25 Pafnell.Square and the Inghinidhe
na h-EiFeann Branch which met at 6 Harcourt Street. It is
neceséa?y here to dfaw a distinction between the old
Inghini%he na h-Eireann, a society which.déve}oned from the

Commi ttés formed by Miss Gonne on the occasion of Queen

Victoria's visit and the Cumann na mBan branch bearing the

/same



1 1 " » - 11 -
same name . ‘The branch included members who had not been
in'the old body and there were some Inghinidhe who did not

join Cumann na mBan.

Castle activities againgt SinnAfein:

! The events of 1915 which $tand, out in my mind are
chi;fly trisls. I remember being ianourt when F. Sheehy-
Ske?fington, Sean Milroy and Sean MacDermott were sentenced
forlanti-recruiting speeches ‘and at the Green Street trial
of %qan O*Hegarty and a companion for seditious offences..
In #hﬁ latter case the accused were defended by Tim Healy.
I wént down to Bray with The O'Rahil%y and others when
Des&ond Fitzgeraid was sentenced fér disobeying an order
res%ricting his movements. These events partook of the

natire of social functions.

- Propaganda activities were important. Arthur Griffith's
weekiy paper was repeatedly suppressed and it was necessary
on each occasion to find & new name fof the paper and a new
printer. I think that in spite of these difficulties hardly

a weqk elapsed without a paper appearing.

Prominent Sinn Feiners frequent Wyse-Power Restaurant:

h?thur Griffith, John MacBride and Henry Dixon met every
day fPr luncheon at the restaurant owned by my mother at 21
HenryiStreat. Othérs knew where to find them and it
folloﬁed that I saw a great deal of the people concerned with
eventL'of the time, especially The 0'Rahilly and Sean '

MacDe$mott who called in constantly.

) |
Preparations for the Rising:

ﬁn the winter of 1915-1916 .I was asked to help with the
makin%—gp of First Field Dressings for the Dublin Volunteefs.
At first I gave an hour or two daily to the work but as time
went on it became necessary to give practically whole-time

/service
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service to this task. As I was not tied to any occupation
I%cpuld do this. Opheré came in and helped from time to
tﬂme but the regular work was done by myself and Miss Eileén
Walsh, Captain of the Inghinidhe branch, now Mrs. Martin
Murphy. It was only in Holy Week that the requisite number
of packets was ready - we were working on Good Friday and
the.final batch for the North County Dublin men was
coilected by Frank Lawless of éwords from my home on Easter

Saturday when we removed everything from Dawson Street.

Palm Sunday:

On Palm Sunday night a concert was held in the
Foresters' Hall, 41 Parnell Square, to raise funds for the
) |

Volhﬁteers. It was organised by Min Ryan, a member of the

|
Cumann. na mBan Executive, and the hall was crowded. .Miss
Ryan was in close touch with Sean MacDermott and it seems

strange now that she went'ahead with it, presumably with his

_ encdurgement. The money to be expected would hardly exceed

£50, an  insignificant amount and with a Rising planned
within a week it could not be put to any useful purpose. I

assume that it was exactly for these reasons that Miss Ryan'

- may haﬁe 5een encouragsed td hold the concert as it would

i . ‘ .
suggest to the authorities that nothling immedlate was in

¥
contempletion.
: |

lIt may have beén for the same reason that Bulmer
Hobson was'invited to deliver ﬁ speech during the Concert.
I canPot recall a single word of that speech but I do
remem?ef the consternation created by it as its drift was
that the duty of the Volunteers was to husband their strength
and ngt allow it to be exhausted by futile and premature
efforts.

| ﬁhen the concert was over I walked down to the G.P.O.

with Desmond Fitzgerald. Hobson and someone else walked

|
behind|us. I was told afterwards - I forget by whom - that

1 /on
i
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on that night Hobson's life was in danger of being taken
and that 1t might have been saved by the fact that he was

with a group.

Portents of the Rising:

Throughbut Holy Week it was evident to anyone in touch
with the Volunteers that matters were moying towards a
climax. T recall that on Tuesday, Denis McCullough of
Bélfast came into the room wheré Miss Walsh and I were
working. ' Jim Ryan was with him. Mr. McCullough Stood
around aimlassly and it was clear that something had
occurred which had moved him very much. Finally he took
his farewells as if he would see me no more and I concluded
that he had received some news of great import. Curiously,

heihas no recollection of this incident.

Ash Wednesday: Mission to Cork:

On Wednesday I was asked by Bulmer Hobson to take a
me ssage to Terence MacSwiney to Cork. It was a bulky
foqlsdap envelope. Before I left home for the afternoon
‘ train Sean MacDermott came_ih to ask for the use of a room
for a meetingnthat evening. I am practically certain that
this meeting, which my mother discussed with me afterwards,
took place on the Wednesday. I was gone bhefore the
meeting but my mother told me thatlsii or seven people
attended, including Pearse and Tom Clarke. The presence df
theflatter, who was not on the Volunteer Executive, and the
small number present suggests that the meeting consisted of
thelsignatories of the Republican Proclamation. At thé
end of the preceding week the Volunteer Executive héd met

once in the house.
i

{When I boarded the ﬁsain for Cork at Kingsbridge I sat
s

in alcorner and Put my bagtbeside me, between me and the

I

3 -~ /window .
I ’ :
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window. The carriage was not very full until we reached
Limerick Junction when it became crowded and in order to
make room I was forced to put the bag on the rack above my ‘
head. I was fully immersed in a book I was reading and
was merely coﬁscious that there was a priest sitting be side
me . The various passengers alighted at one or other of the
stétions‘between the Junction and Mallow. There was then
a ﬁhole string of stations at which the train stopped -
"Em;y, Buttevant, Knocklong, Kilmallock. At Mallow the
ﬂ_ carriage embtied itéelf and I found myself alone. It then
ocgurred to me that my bag might perbaps be searched at
Cork, in view of.the mounting‘tenSion. I thought it
improbvable, however, that I would myself be searched so I
decided to slip the envelope I had been given into the
lining of my coat. Whereupon I ripped a few stitches and
took down the bag. Immediately I realised that the bag in
my hand ﬁas not mine. The train was about to start and I
jumped@ out with the idea of staying as near as Possible to

the scene of my loss.

‘I decided to go to the station-master and explain that
my bag had been taken in error and ask him to telephone
back{fo the various stétions to enquire if perhaps the
person who had taken 1t had discovered his misteke and left
it at the station. My difficulty was that I could not be
sure where the priest - if it was he - had got out. The
station-master began operations by opening the bag which had
been';eft and we found in it a packet - like & book or
photoéraphs - addressed to"Father Hayes". Inquiries had
meanwhile been made from passengers off the train and a man
came fbrward_to say that Father Hayes of Hospital had got.off
the tréin at Knocklong. The station-master then tele phoned

; : /to
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to. Knocklong but nothing was known there. I inquired as
to the best means of getting to. Hospital but there was no
hope of a train in that direction’phat night -~ the last had
just'gone - 80 there was nothing to do but wait for the

last. train to Cork which was due in a few hours time.

While I waited I remeﬁﬁere@ all the stories I had heard
of how various Fgnians had dropped letters in the street or
left them lying around_for the Castle to find and I remember
thiuking.that it was nonsense to sey that people's hair
could go white in a night. If such a thing were possible,
miné-would certainly be white as snow. My only consolation
was. that a priest was unlikely to go to the police.
Eventually the train arrived and I set out on the last stage
.of my trip to Cork. I realised that I was in another
difficglty now as I did not know the MacSwineys! addresg.
It was written on the envelove and I had only glanced at it
before locking it in my bag. I only knew that the name of
the rocad began with "Glen". When I got to Cork I tock a
car and told the driver to take me to Gled .... Road,
mumbling the last syllable; He promptly said, "You mean
Glen:— Road"™, giving the right word. When we reached the
road ,he asked me what part of the road I wanted and of course
I had not the faintest idea. I had hoped for a short
subufban road and intended to knock at the first house where
theré‘was light and ask for the MacSwineys' address.
Inste%d, I found mjself'in a road as long as Drumcondra Road.
Howevgr, when I saw a light in a downstairs room of one
houselI got rid:of the car and knocked. The door was not
opened bgt.a womAn's voice asked who was there. At once I
recognised the voice of Miss Mary MacSwiney and induced her
to opéﬁ. She told me that when she heard the knock she
'thoqut it was the po}ice as few people were abroad at such

|
an hour.

: oo ' /Holy Thursday,



Holy Thursday:

E'- T.told my sad story and she was really very nice about
iti I stayed in the house for the remainder of the night
and very early next-mbrning Miss MacSwiney got in touch with
her brother who sent word that the best thing to do was to
go back to Hospital and retreive the bag. I set out on the
first train and &t Knocklong hired a car to take me to
Hospital which was some miles distant. I was hoping to get
5ack to Knocklong in time to catch the down train from Dubiin
as by this means I would be able to met back home on the

afternoon train from Cork.

The cér was an oren Ford and the roads were soft and
thick with mud. Arrived in Hospital, we discovered that
there were two p;iests' houses at a congiderable distance
from one another. Fbr some reason we drove first to -the
mof@ remote of the two and found it was not the one we
wantgéd Arrived back at the other, the door was opened by
a woman with the worst ;mpediment in her speech thet I had
ever encountered. After a considerable time during which I
was on tenterhooks as every minute was of importance, I
understood that Father Hayes had driven to the station to
bring back the bag he had taken by mistake. | By golng first

to tﬁe wrong house we had missed him.

fohwe went again for Knocklong station and shortly
before reaching it we met Father Hayes coming towards us.
He told me my bag was at the station, but that I could not
possibly catch the train to Cork. However, I was determined
_ not té éive up and after a delay of not more than a minute
we drave on. I retrieved the bag and flung myself into the
train.” As I parted from the priest he called after me,
"Did t?at bag belong to the Bishop of Cork?", and the meaning

of that question has often puzzled me.

/When
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1 When I got to Cork, I went tolThompson's ?estaurant
whefe Miss MacSwiney had arranged I should meet her brother
who %as not_stdpping at his home. It was on account of this
appointment that I had been so anxious not to miss the train.
I ga;e Terence MacSwiney the envelope addressed to him. He
opene& it while we were talking and I noticed that it contained
a number of‘enclosures, also in envelopes. Curiously, in
view-of Father Hayes's question, one of these was addressed to
the Bish;p of Cork. I assumed that it contained a copy of
the document which had been read by Alderman Kelly at the

meeting of the Dublin Corporation on the previous Wednesday.

I returned to Dublin that night. I know that it was
' c)

Holy Thursday because on leaving the restaurant I went into a

church off Patrick Street and there was an Altar of Repose.

On my return to Dublin I found that Countess Markievicsz
had taken up her gquarters in our house. She had explained to
my mother that she and others like her were anxious to sleep
within the city proper, fearing that the British might hold up
the canal bridges and that persons in the subgrbs could not gef
through. She remained until the end of the week, but on
Easter Sunday night moved el sewhere, her bed being taken for
the niépf by Dr. Kathleen Lynn.

As‘an act of friendship she warned my mother on Good
Friday that the neighbourhood would be unsafe in a few days
time and advised the removal of any valuables.. That night she
showed me her uniform in which she took childish delight -

ladies rn trousers were less common then than now.

Good Friday:

All day on Good Friday I continued to work on the First

Fleld Dressings. Being a holiday, there were more workers

. ' /than
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than usual, five or six I think. One whom I remember was
Brighid Dixon. On ﬁoly Saturday she was in a quandary.
Somebody - I don't know who - had given her a heavy bag of
money to deliver to the house of‘Seamus C'Connor at
Phi?sborough. When she got to the house it appeared to be
locked up and empty and her difficulty was to find the person

who had given her the bag.
i

- On Good Friday Bulmer Hobson asked me to take away sSome
documents for custody. They wefe routine matters ~ such as
petty cash books - belonging to the Volunteers. T concealed
them in an attic chimney where they perished when the house

|
was burnt.

Holy Saturday:

On Saturday morning, the 0'Rahilly called me out of the
room where we were working. He was ghastly pale and told me
that he had just met a girl ~ it was Miss Cregan, Bulmer
Hobson's fiancée- who had told him that a Rising was planned
to take place the following day. Being a loyal and zealous
member of the Volunteer EZxecutive he was deeply distressed
that he should have besn kept in the dark if there was truth
in the story. Being supposed to know nothing I had to say
that I had no information but I felt badly about it and
hurried home with my story. My mother passed it on to the
Countess who agreed that the 0'Rahilly should have been told
and stéted that she would take the responsibility of telling
him herself. From'that moment on, however, events moved

with such rapidity that she probably never met him,

I still think that it was a tragedy that the O'Rahilly
should:have been so treated. He may not have been a member
of the I.R.B. - I don't know - but his zeal, loyalty and

enthusiasm were unimpeachable. He waé known to be a close

/friend
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friend of John MacNelll which may have affected the matter
but if the leaders had taken him into their confidence -~ as
hi% position entitled him to expect - his influence with
MacNeill at the crucial moment might have hbeen valuable.

It should have been evident to anyone who knew him that once
@& Rlsing was inevitable he would not be missing. When I
gaw him in the G.P.0. in the following week he explained his
presence by saying that for two years past all his energies
ha@ been devoted to securing arms and ammunition and that
when the people to whom he had supplied these things were
making use of them, it would be umbecoming for him not to be
witp tﬁém.

1

'
|
)

EASTER _ WEEK.

Sunday:

| Some time early on Easter Sunday, someone brought in
the éunday Independent with MacNeill's order. Shortly
afterwardé my brother came in from Mass and asked me to
arrange for the collection of a gun, the whereaﬁouts of which
had been brought to his notice while coming from Mass, A
young man who knew his appearance had spokén to him and
expléined that he was a teacher in Belfast, on his way to
Kerrf for holidays. In the traln from Belfast the Previous
eveniﬁg it had asked him to bring the gun in
his lhggage through Amiens Street Qpation where detectives
wore élways stationed and had £¥Z$§ESﬁ'that it would be
colleéted later in the evening. The promise had not been
kept énﬂ the young teacher did not know what to do as he was
contiﬁuing his journey that day. My brother asked me to go
first to a ﬁouse in Hardwicke Street and to ask for g man
named éobin'(I understand that Tobin - who was no relation of
Liam Tbbin‘- was on the Supreme Géuncil of the I.R.B.) =
failing him to go to Liberty Hall.

/At
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At Hardwicke Street I saw a very frightened looking

rwoman who told me that her husband had not been home all
| night. As T left a young man followed me and told me that
it I was looking for Mr. Tobin he was at Liberty Hall. I

went there and found the place in a commotion. The
'hallway, passages and stairs were packed with people coming

and going sc that I d4id not know where to turn. Hqwever,
T saw William O'Brien and explained that I wanted to see
 '3om§one in authority. He produced Commandant Mallin, who
| waS'al;eady in'uniforﬁ! and who undertook to send for the

gun at once,

" A‘t\- éouﬁ time during the day,I think, the Countess
Markievicz returned to the house, which she had left early
before the paper ceme. She explained that she would not be
back that night but was sending Dr. Kathleen L}nn to occupy
her bed. |

Rumours of mysterious happenings in Kefry had been
' current in the city on Saturday,and on Sunday through some

medihm we heard that Sir Roger Casement had been taken.
1 ' .

At 6 p.m. I went to the mobilisation point of Cumann na
mBan; the Black Church, even though I realised that there

would be nothing doing, and was sent away.

Monday

ﬁery early on Monday morning my brother roused me and
sald i must go to the country on a message. He gave me a
éealeé envelope addfessed to Dr. Dundon of Borris, County
Carlow. He sald that the arms ship had been sunk. I set
off for Kingsbridge station on foot and caught an early
train,ireaching Borris about 12 o'clock. I had met Dr.
Dundon%previously at the time of the Compulsory Irish Campaigh

/when
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when he was a member of the Students' Committee. After I
reached his house there was delay before he appeared. I
reéiised afteéwards that he had been out all night carrying
ou£ the orders to demobilise and was asleep when I arrived.
- He,opened the envelope I handed him and immediately dashed
ou? of the room. A few minutés later he returned and
shéwed rme the message. This rén as follows, written in
pencil on a half-sheet of notepaper -

"We risé at noon to-day. Obey your orders. P.H.P."
'Ginger' 0'Connell was in the house and it was to show him
the message that Dr. Dundon had run out. 'Ginger' was a
strong MacNeill supporter and was inclined to be critical of
my ﬁews. This was very natural in the circumstances.,

There were few Volunteers in the County Carlow and there
could have been no question of a rising en masse in that
countgy. Tﬁere’were, however, small groups in key positions
at long distances from one another and the two officers had
spent the whole of the previous night intoc the morning in
driviﬁg all over the country dismissing these men to their
homes. and stopping them from carrying out the tasks which had
been'assigned to them, such as blocking the railways.

Qufte clearly it would have been impossible toc get word round
again a few hours later. Further, the element of surprise
had been lost, and there was the further psychological factor
that people once keyed up‘and then let down could not rouse

themselves to the same pitch immedistely afterwards.

I decided Ilhad best get back quickly to Dublin but,
before I set out,'Seamus Doyle of Enniscorthy arrived. He
already had word'and had éome over for consultation.
'Ginger' went back with him to Tnniscorthy and some time

after I got the train.

/It
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It was necessary to change at Bagenalstown and when
some time had passed without the Dublin train arriving T
realised that the revolution had indeed broken out and that
communication with the capital had been cut off. It was a
curious sensation, which I can still recall, to stand on a
crowded platform knowing that no one else in the crowd had an
. inkling of the reason for the feilure of the train to
arrive. 4 young British officer was in a state of fuss as
his leave was up and he had hoped by catching the mailboat
on Mbnday-night to reach France the following day. He was
closeted for some time with the stationmaster and I then
decided to move in some other Qirection. If I could not get
to Dublin,neither could I stay in Bagenalstown, so I decided
to make for Kilkenny and frbm there go, as chance offered,
either to Waterford where I had relatives or to Wexford to
the home of the Ryans. However, I had nc money to see me
through what would probably be a troublesome Journey,so there
was nothing for it but to return to Borris and borrow money
from Dr. Dundon. The return journey had to be made on an
cutside car. Dr. Dundon was very kind and gave me £5. As
1t was by now late in the evening he suggested that I should
remain until morning - by that time 'Ginger' would probably
be back from Wexford and might have some news. He did, in

fact, return during the night but had little to report.

Tue sday:
Both the Doctor and myself had fully expected to be

arrested beforé morning as my arrival twice in & small
viilage must have been noticed,but, in fact, nothing
happened and he was not arrested until a week later. He was
at the time engaged to be married and went through the
ceremony before his arrest. His fiancée, Miss Flood, drove

/viith
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with me to Kilkenny and it was arranged that if we were
stopped she would say that I was seriously ill and that
Dr. Dundon had arranged for me to be admitted to hospital in

Kiikenny.

BeforerI 1e§t,'Ginger' gave me a long list of
instructions for Mr, de Lodéhry;.who.was, apparently, the
Volunteer officer in Kilkenny. I memorised the instructions
which ﬁere to collect all possible arms and ammunition and
have his men ready to obey further orders. During the
morning one bf the local Volunteers, an engine~-driver named
Byrne, came in, He was a very brave man who wes prepared,
if ordered, to block the railway~line by running his engine
off. He pointed out, however, that it might be well to
keep the line from Borris to Pallas clear so as to
facilitate communications with North Wexford. His visit and
the Xilkenny instructions caused me to leave Borris in a‘
somewhat happier frame of mind as it seemed to'me‘that
something might happen aftgr all in the district.

Kilkenny was reached without incident. Life the;e
appeared to be going on as usual and I visited Mr. de
Loughry who 4id not appear %o be very pleased to see me.

I explained the circumstances which brought me there,
delivered my messages and walked oﬁt of the shop. I was
not asked where I was going or how I proposed to get there.
Altogether I felt thét my room was more appreciated than my

company.

Going to the rallway station to take the first train
going in either direction I had the luck in the afternoon to
be on the ﬁpot when a train moved out in the Dublin direction.
It was explained to the passengers that there was no'
guarantse that it would get beyond Kildare but, in fact, it
ran to Kingsbridge.

/Realising
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Realising that my family lived in the shadow of the
G.P.0., I did not know what I would find on arrival and after

my chilly reception in Kilkenny I felt very down but was
cheered up somewhat when a mah who was leaving thg train at
Carlow stopped to give me some reading matter and whispered,
"I saw you in Borris yesterday." I knew he meant to show

fellow-feeling and the incident heartened me.

At Kingsbridge a line of'soldiers was drawn up across
the bridge and it was announced that no men would be‘allowed
to pass. I got through to the.North quays and then found it
almost ;mposéible to get any further. At every corner in the
neighbourhood of the then Royal Barracks (now Collins Barracks)
a4 sentry was stationed who would allow no one, to pasé. Night
was beginning to fall and T eventually got into a network of

small streets behind the quays. There was no street lighting

.‘and the neighbourhood was unfamiliar. I decided to take a

detour by the North Circular Road but was turned back by

peoplg who told me that there was fighting in the Phibsborough
region. As it got dark I got afraid that I might be attacked
and robbed as I was carrying a travelling bag and law and

order had clearly been-‘the first casualty. However, I reached
Smithfield which was in pitch darkness and I can still remember
the uneasiness with which I left the path to!cross this
enormous empty space. I had a feeling that bPerhaps I might
wander round in the centre until morning if I failed to move in
a straight line but I reached the other side safely, felling in
there w1th & man who had his wife and chlld with him. . He

told me that they had been forced to leave their home on thﬂ
other side of the quays as the military were taking possession
of houses there to command the Four Courts. We parted at the
next corner and I again turned east hoping to make my way

through Little Mary Street to the G.P.O. A few minutes later
/a
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a barricade manned by Volunteers appeared before me -~ it was
Just in front of the Richmond hospital. I asked for the |
officer in charge and was taken down to the Four Courts where
I sgw Commandant Ned Daly, who sent a man to accompany me to
the G.P.O. The.escort's name I remember was Denis Cuffe.
We walked along the darkened quays which were comple tely
deserted and I cen recall the erunching of broken glass under
our feet. The only lamps lighting were those on 0'Connell
Bridge itself - I understand that these ﬁere controlled by the
Port and Docks Board.

I entered the Post Office by a side-door in Prince's
Street used by vans. The door was opened by George Plunkett
who took me into the front part of the'building where most of
the leaders were. I reported the result of my travels to
Pearse and then sﬁoke to The 0'Rahilly and Seé&n MgcDermott.
Seén told me that Miss Gavan Durfy was upsteirs in charge of
“the comiissariat but suggested to me that before taking up
duty I should go round the corner and tell my mofher that I
was back. So far.as he knew, he said, the house had not

been vacated.

I went home then and found that a barricade had been
erected across the street in front of our house and that
furniture was being taken out to build into it.- Almost
immediately my parents and sister came out and told me that
the} were heading for the house of some friend or other. I
thought it best to accompany them so that I would know later
where they would be. We walked up Parnell Square and round
to Mountjoy Square where we knocked at the house of Mr. Walter

Cole. He received us most hospitably as he was to do with

numerous refugees during the following days.

A few weeks previously he had given g big party in his

beautiful house and many of the national leaders had been

/present -
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" present ~ Seén MacDermott, Seédn T. 6 Ceallaigh, O'Rahilly

among them.

It had grown very late and I decided to get some sleep,

“if possible, haviné had little the -previous night.
: l

Wednesday:

Next morning, after being awakened by the bombing of
Liverty Hall by the Helga, I went back to Henry Street with
my mother who was anxious to fetch provisions. The
‘Volunteers were in possession and we divided up everything,
the bulk of the food being carried into the G.P.0. not through
the street but along insjde the houses where holes had been
broken through the walls. About this time I met Mrs.
Sheehy~Skeffington who was making inquiries'about her husbapd.
She had not seen him since Monday. My mother told her that
he had called on Monday and that she had made him take tea
before hé gset out for Rathmines, ﬁhich was about slp.m. It
was, of course, his last journey but at the time nor for weeks

later did anyone know the factd.

Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington came into the G.P.0, with me andH
urdertook to convéy provisions to the College of Surgeons
where there was said to bé a shortage. While I was talking
to Seé&n MacDermott, Seén MpGarry came up and said that Captain
‘Weafer had just been killea at the opposite side of the

street.

I worked in the kitchen for some time. Miss Gavan Duffy
was in charge and by this time could not stand as her feet had
swollen from standing for days on emd, After a while The
C'Rahilly came to me and asked me to do something for him,

He believed that there would be a fight to‘a finish in the
G.P.0., that the Volunteers could hold out for a fortnight in

/the
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the ceilars and . that ﬁhe last survivors might escape.

If he were among them he proposed to shed his uniform,
taking the;cloﬁhes of some of tﬁe prisoners. It would

be eésential to him to have a safe place of retreat, a
house 6wned ﬁy someone rellable but completely unknown.

He asked me to find such & house. At the same time he
wrote a note to his wife which he asked me to deliver, I
sewed the note in the hem of my sxirt and was able to
deliver it only when his death was already known of. In
the same way I found the house required - it had to be on

the north side - but it was never needed.

James Connolly had asked me to try to get him some
razor—blgdes, so I set oht on my two messages. 0'Connell
Street was too dangerous a thoroughfare by daylight, so it
was necessary to go back through the holes in the walls of
the Henry Street houses. To find a house to fit O'Rahillys
requlrements was beyond me personally; so I went back to
Mr. Cole's to get my mother's help. Tt was she who |
located a woman who would not be afreid and when we returned
to Cole's, Min Ryan and Phyllis arrived there on their way
back from doing messages for Se&n MacDermott in the
Drumecondra district. Both were exhausted and were glad to
sleep on the premises, although little sleep was possible

with continuous rifle fife.

Thursday:

Towards morning I fell asleep and was wakened by Minp
Ryan who was already fuily dressed. I gave her a note for
O'Rahilly with the address he wanted and got ready to
follow her myself. However, the half-hour whicﬁ
intervened was vital. While Min and Phyllis got through I

was unable to get beyond Findlater's Church. During the

/night
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night the process of surrounding the G.P.0. had Bégun and
all approach was impossible. From the high ground at the
top of Parnell Square I saw a prqcession of women bearing
a white flag crossiné 0'Connell Street at the Parnell
monument. The se were .inhabitants of the Moore Street -

Parnell Street area leaviﬁg their homes for safety.

During fhat day two emissaries sent out from the G.P.O.
reached Cole's - both were setting out for the country - one
was a Miss Higgins, a member of Cumann na mBan; the other
was a man whose name I never heard. By nightfall it was

evident that the 0'Connell Street area was burning.

!

Signed: ﬁw 2e Prsp.
[ 4 7 {

Date: TH é}anmaauz7ﬁ 1ﬁﬁz

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1973.21
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hair. Locking back on the strenucus years which followed, 1

- e S -

ENTEFUTT T oLl

Shortly after the formation of the Ladies' Land League
was announced i called at its offices at @g Upper O0'Connell

rs e - .
3t. and saw for the first time *ics A;na Parnell. 1 was very
. Ve

/< ’
younz and spmewhat nervous as I came without an introduction,

but she put me at my ease at once,- She was then about 27 years
of age, of medium height and SIEQQ;% Tigure, vary attrsctive

with her fair complexion, humourous blue eyes and thick golden

am confident that the success of the Ladies' Land League and
the mark it la7t on its time was due primarily to Anna's
Parnell's strong versonality and -iron will, but those cualities

now.seem 1less remarkable to me than her exceptional of meeting

A

“

smergencies successfully and her high courage.
. ) — .

7o do justice to héfkﬁé%o;y and that of hér—éister Fanny,
ons must T=call the circumstances of those da¥s and the politicel
economic and social elements o7 the national_étruggle, In the
autunn of L8879 1t became evident that the country Was confronted
Famine-mqnéced the poorest dédtricts,those

-
that were most irish and most thickly populated.

with another '47.
Hevertheless
the landlords procesded to enforce their rights and in view of
the dire need of the tenénts & conflict became inev itable.

_ppn—

Writing later on the situstion Anna Parnell s=zid:

"When O'Connell saw a famine approaching he ran'to the
English Government for help--something like a sheep appealin
té 2 wolf to protedt her lambs. The Young Irelznders frote
poetry. The Land League went neither to the Britisﬁ'
Government'qor to the muses but set sbout trying to gfop the
"famine themselves. As rulers théy became a governm ent de |
fTacto. Had they only continued as they began there migh¥y
be only one government in lreland , aqiﬂﬁ%gi_ﬁgE_EEgﬁ@gg}igi

These words indicate her clear visicon and bold national outlook.

With the founding of the Ladies' hand lLeague in 1881 her




: . 2
r?iaﬁ orgenised publie work began. The Land League leaders foresaw i

their probable arrest end the chacs that would ensue. Realising
what would then be the ccnditidn of the evictéd tensnts and theiﬁ
families of the prisoners, they decided to call into existence )
an organisation of women to earry on the necesgary work when the
English government would attempt to cripple *the nstional movement)
Annsa Pérnell's strong sense of responsitility showed itself at the
outset. She resisted a suggestion that the new league should be
run on the lines of the St. Vincent de Pau#Society and claimed
for it full'power got.alone to provide for the vietims of the
struggle but also toldirect a national organisation working in
co-operation with the Land League. When the latter was XMYRXEXEE
su?prgssed inoOctober 1881 her prophetic wisdom was seen. Gver .
1,000 men were srrested and lodged in Kilmainham, Galway,Naas

and other jails. In each jail déntrercatering arransments had
to be set up, suzervised and paid for by the women,‘in addition

to the care of the evicted tenants.and their families, ~ The work
was further inereased when the nationsl newspéper "United Ireland
was suppressed. The Editor, KMr., William O'Brien was already in
Jjall and &fter the proclsmation the entire staff was arrested.
.ﬁghﬂiﬁ could safely enter the offices at 33 Lower Abbey St. and
the whole work devolved on the g£irls of the Ladies' Land League.
They kept up a continuous issue, arranging for the printing in

various centres--sometimes at Liverpool or even aes far away as

Paris--but more often on the paper's own machines, and then

getting it carried away for distribution.

All the forces of the Rritish Covernment were thrown into

the fight against us and as well we had to suffer dehunciation by

O 9N S 3 !- a_a
Mi ‘ cvetall )
ke pﬂglfshed an edaemert

defending the vomen from attack and praising th e work they were

{n the other hand Dr. Cro letter |

e a0 .
- LU doing,




To Anna Parnell wmusy be givgg_&?e chief credit for all this *

botivity of the first mational organisation of Irishwomen. Fer
i

organising power s¥y her strengtd of will were responsible for 1ts

success. Tor 18 months she gave her entire time to this tesk

not merely in Dublin, but addressing public meetings all over

! L

the country at = time when meny of our members were srrested.

In view of the difficulties to be overcome and the large Hum®
number of our branches, it is pleasant to recall the harmony that
existed among the members of the controlldng committee. Annsa
Parnell's exceptionai personality helped the cordiasl relations
that existed between all cf tﬁem. Her kindly ways and her great
sense of humoﬁr banished anything thst might maturé into
unpleaséntness and the fact that the work in hand was recognised
by all as of great nationel importance left lattle time for
disagreement between the members.‘

,,ﬁge was the pioneer of the orgenised advanced woman of
Ireland. She never lost an opportunity of urging the cause
'of the tenant farmers. Hef speeches were alwayé inclsive and
courangeous and she &id not hesitste when necessary to#denounce
the conduct of the Crown forces and the intimidetion practised
by them. 1n January,1882,the Ladies8 Land League was pPro-
claimed as illepal. She and her colleagues d=cided to continu

their workopenly. An Order signed by her and her co-secratary)

¥iss N. Lynch instructed all branchés to meat Tubliecly at 3 on
the following S3uhday. The unanimous answer to this call
nullified the procglametion. With other members of the
central branchi L went to the offices in C'Connell 35t. ALl
\wthe Cﬁﬁ;ie ] _ '
members of the ExeoutlveﬁPut i may say that we did littlexkmusis
~pusiness beyond Tejoicing in the success of our coup.Next
morning the Press recounted how Miss Anna Pernell had outwitte

nthe powers that were" and mede = laughing stock of those in

authority.




on bt

- courageous questloner was finished she walked salmly back to the

The organisation conéinued to flourish. No eviction'opcurrei
without the presence of one of our members whose task it was to |
provide shelter for those'dfiven from their homes. The police
attémpted to vrevent the erection of wooden houses for the
victims and when all_other ways of fixing respomsibility for this
barbarity had fdiled Miss Parnell succeeded by a bold stroke.On
as . the Lord Lieutenant
a fine summer afternoonf{Barl Spencerldrove down Yestmoreland St.
surrﬁunded by cavalry with drawn swords, Anng Parnell walked up
to the horses! headsq,took hold of the bridle, stopped the
parade and asked the Lord Lieutensnt for an exvlanation of his
conduct. The bystanders gasped in amazement but when the
foot@ath,retufﬁed to the office and cconﬁinued her work s usual,
Unlike her younger sister, Fanny Parnell's naticnal Work‘wgs
done- not in lréland - but in America where her activities were o
of the greatest assistance to the Ladies' Lend League at home.
Although she was not here when the women were iﬂ!ﬁéhérge of the
struggle she played a big paft in their success.by‘her appeals
for finencial aid from Americans for the organisatiibn. Without he
the programme of assisting the people and defying the Tnglish
government could noy have been carried through aé it was. Vast
sums of money were necessary for the mesintenance of the evicted

tenants, ~The amount required was an ever-increasing one but the

women ot home could always relgﬁon the weekly contributions from

jJ

America gallantly orgznised by Fanny FParnell.

She is often thought of as the poet of the movement and méﬂy
are unaware that she waz also s very praotical‘worker in the #dax
national cause. 3he was not however, as is sometimes stated, %y
the -organiser of thé Ladies' Land League; that was the work of
bea—eéﬁ%exAnna,WWWm' : 'i

Fanny will always be remembered as the author of the noem

"Shall mine eyes behold thy Glory,Cmy country?" Some other wews

\

.

"\//



verses of hers in apreal to the Barmers of Ireland were at the

time considered to constitute =2 most treasonable document. 1In

Rfri oty Hhe d

the triels for Ytreasonable conspiracy in the autumn of 1880

_ I~
these verses were read out and mut in evid-nce by the crown

prosecutor. In conclusicn 1 shall read some verses from this

poem which will indicate the intense =nd glowing petrictism
T

which animated their author.

Wow are ye men or are ye kine

—. Y& tillers of' the 50117
Would ‘ve be fre VB ve TmoTe .

The rich man's cattle toil?
snadow on the dial hangs

“hat noint the fatal hour
Now hold four own Or brended slaves
Forever cringe a?ﬁ cower.

The

PhiAy the Cod that mede us all
o The seigneur and the sorf .
A Rise up and FrEEkxymupxfEelxaEymEmswesr this
4 ' . Your own green Irish turf
Rigse up and_ plant your feet as men

‘ " Wheres now you crawl as slaves
And mzke vour harvest fields your camps

Cr make of them your graves.

day to hold

The birds -of prey are hovering round

The vultures wheel and swoop
They come, the corcnetted ghouls

with drumbeat and with trpep .
They come to fatten on your flesh

Your children's and your wives
Ye die! but once hold fast your lands

if

shree hundred
s

%E@

years your C

By murdeT

N

rops have SDIUNE
ed corpses fad

ve can vour lives.. ————

ramished sires
st spread . l
ur fields ‘ |

chered sires, your
Your Bu7 For ghastly compo
have fertilised Yo

Thelr DORes Their blood has fgllen

1ike rain o

They died that you might ea

t and live
died in vein®?

Codgk! have they
/ \“
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