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No. W.S. s5/0
STATEMENT OF FRANR THORWION,

115 ST. HELEN'S ROAD, BOOTERSTOWN,
DUBLIN.

I was born in the town of Drogheda, Co. Louth in 1891,
liy people on my mother's side were Harte's, and my grandfather,
John Herte, and his sons toek part in the '67 Fenien Movement,
resulting in their clearing out to America after the collapse.
My mother always preached. Fenianism to ug and my grandfather

taught me that very fine 0ld ballad “The Bold Fenian ien'.

In 1912 Ilwent.to Liverpoel and very shortly after arriviﬁg
there I joined the Gaelic League in Duke St. About February
1913, I was enrolled in the Irish Republican Brotherhoed by
Tomny Craven and became essocisted with men like steve ianigan,
Neil Kerr, Pat Lively, Joe Gleeson, Mertin Gleeson, Hugh Eerly,

Snr., and dozens of others.

At, the same period tﬁat the Volunteers were inaugurated at
the Rotunda in Dublin.in 1913, we started the Volunteers in St.
Martin's Hall, Liverpool. The I.R.B. members were used mainly ¢
use their influence with the old United Irish League and Ancient
Order of Hibernians branches in the city and, es a result, we had
up to 1,200 Volunteers enrolled very.shortly after that mseting.
We paraded at Greenwich Park, which is situated close up to the
Aintree Racecourse. This Park was Gaélic Athletic Association
headguarters in Liverpoql end we used the G.A.A. and the
orgenisations referred- to to develop the-Volunteer-movemeﬂt.

At this period, the G.A.A. was very strong in Liverpool, and‘I

s tarted thg Tir-na-n0g Football Club. Subsequently, I became
assisteant secretary of the Couﬁty Board. The Voluntesers
devéloped fairly rapidly snd we utilised estervicemén (Irishmen
who hed been in the British army) to train u§.~ In & short Spacé
of time the Volunteers became fairly efficient,Aénd coursesffor

N.C.0s. were set up.

In the meantime, the G.aA.A. were carrying on their Annusl
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Ghampionship pﬁogramma and all arrangements were made for the

1914 Hurling Final between Scotlend and #England (London

L 1]

represgnting England). A big programme was arrangea for August
_Mohday, 1914. .The O'Toole's (selected from Dublin}‘were down
$o pléy the pick of Lancashire and the .St. Brendan's Camégié
Tesm from Dublin to play a Lancashire Camogie Selection. e
little thought when we were making these arrangements that we
had selected the day for the opening of World War No. 1, bu;
ezsqts were also happening in Ireland. The Howth gun-running
took place on the previous Sunday, the last Sunday in Jﬁly,
resulting in arms being lended and bloodshed taking place in
" “the streets of Dublin. However, our visitors arrived from
irélanﬂ aﬁd‘all arrangements were coﬁpieted for our matches
on the Monday, the Q'Toole Pipers Band arriving from Dublin -
with.%h@ Dublin teain. It was decided in Livefpool that ﬁe
would mark the occasion by making a strong protest in the
gtreets of Liverpool agsinet the shootings at Bachelors Walk.

"The Volunteers were paraded on Sunday afternoon, heeded by the

{

. D' Toole Pipers Band arnd a large ba?ner'in'front with the words
"Remember Bachelor’s Walk', "ﬁullets for Dublih",\"&gpport
the Volunteer Defénce Fund". Hundreds of c@llectbrs
accompanied -the demons fration through the.city-and a large

amounﬁ of money was colYected, all of which went to purchase'ﬁ
arms at a later ﬁate. Thé_?emonstration was not %nterfered'
with énd on the_following day our matches took place. It is
interesting to note that the 1ate_Generai Michael Collins
played Tor London agaiqst Scotland fhat day. London wonfthe
0'Connor Cup snd Chempionship. There were rether lively
scenes in Liverpool on August kHonday night when ﬁhe 0'Toole

Pipers Band played through the streets on its way to Lime St.

Station and numerous clashes took place between Irish

supporters and British ex-servicemen at Lime St. Station, and
. 1% was only with difficulty that we succeeded in getting the

band, on board the train.

&t

E
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The events that followed are now history; the split of
the Vblunteers, resulting from Redmond's Declaration. This had
a very serious effect on us in Liverpool, because the late
Mr. T.P. O'Connor, M.®., called a meeting for Sit. Martin's Hall
of all Volunteers, and put a prOposition_before the meeting
that the Volunteers should be used for the home defence of
Liverpool. This proposition was not carried, but the net resul

of the meeting was that the Volunteers dissppeared, all U.I.L.

~ Branches and A.0.H. Branches withdrawing from our Generel

Bxecutive. The week after the 391it; stocktaking took place
,on our part, and we found ourselves: ﬁith about twenty-five
Volunteers in Duke St. and in or about the same number in
Bootle Branches of the Gaelic League. Bootle became “"A" Coy.
and Duke St. beceme "B" Coy. end, eventually, Sean Hennessy of
Cork became Captain of "A" Coy. and I became Captain of "B" Coy
Nothing daunted, however, by this reverse, we set out to build
up again our strength amd it is satisfactory to note that 67
members of my coupany came to'Dublin and took part in the
Insurﬁection of 1916, and ebout 50 from Bootle Company. These
Volunteers were guartered at Kimmage Camp and, in the words of
the-late Padraig Pearse, '"they were the first stanﬁing armny tha

Ireland.had since the days of Patrick Sarsfield".

The training of the Volunteers continued despite
innumerable difficulties and, of course, being closely watched
by the Br;tish Authorities all the time. However, we succeeded
in keeping our organisation intact and in securing fairly
gubs tantial gquantities of arms and ammunition by purchasing
them from local stores in the first instance, from troops and,
in a lot of cases, by spproﬁriatiOn; These guns and smmunition
were got to ;reland hy diverse routes. In éome cases el
funerals took place, where, instead of a corpse, the coffin was
filled with either arms or emmunition ard, in every case, we
succeeded in getting the consignment fthrough to its destinatior

The men who were mainly responsible for the export of arms and
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ammunition were Neil Kerr and Pat Lively, Steve Lanigan and

Hugh Barly. These men did a real good job of work..

I was a painter by trade and served my time with my fathe:
at Drogheda, anﬁ was now émployed by Harland & Woulfe, Ship-
Repairers, "at Alexandra Docks, Liverpool. Very socon after the

commencement of the war I was appointed & foreman. My main

job was camouflaging merchant cruisers and particularly'the
. h

gun shields. One day I was working on a ship called the

- "Hildebrand", a "Booth" liner, when we went out to the lersey

estuary 6n é trial triv. When out about 10 miles we'ware in
the miﬁdle-of auite a consideranle number of shipse and a
submarine'torpedoed fwo of the ships'in our immediate vicinity.
Qur aftar;gun was manned, being a 4.7, anﬂ fired at the
periscope. Instead of doing damage to the enemy we only

’

wecked ourselves, as the whole after-deck rose in the sky with

the‘concussion; cnmpletely'putting the gﬁn out of action and

throwing one of the crew into the sea; hée was rescued and we

made for port with all possible speed.

In November }914, the kiasnchester larityrs Commemoration
was orgenised for Duke St. Brasnch of . the Gaelic League. The
lecturen:selecfed was Pierce Beasley. 1 went down to the
Live;§001 landing-stage that night to meet Piercé, who was

stopping in his father's house in Wallasey( Wote: his father

wes editor of the Catholic Times which was published in

Liverpool}. To my amazementi, Fierce stepped off the Wallasey

Ferry Boat in full Volunteer uniform. Me then proceeded to

. walk up Water St. into Dale 8t., pass the C.I.D. (Police Hqrs}

and on to Duke St. We passed hundreds of soidiers and naveal
Men O7n our way;en every occasion everyboedy came smaeritly to
attention and saluted Pierce, thinking he was wearing the
uniform of one of their cbrpsr Fierce delivered his lecture
and we escorted him back to the ferry aﬁd he arrived safely

home., Pierce Beasley, it appears, came over every day in
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uniform and travelled free on boats, trams, efc., as sn

officer of their Defence Forces.

It then became necessary to do something wmore than Jjust

drill the leds in Duke S+. as we had to db something ébout

getting them properly trgined in the use of firearms. With
this end in view we secured the basement of Cghill's, Tailors
and (utfitters, in Scotland Road., It was a very suitablie place
because the entrence to the basement was by a lane in the rere
of the building. &1l the mewbers of our company set to in

reai garnest to put this'basement into proper ship-shape -~
carpénters, painters, plumbers, etc., - and in a very short

space of time we had that basement sparkling like s new pin.

Targets were erected at one end which c¢ould be moved at will

+

on a wheel, thereby training me in firing at moving targets,
B.S.&. miniature rifles being used, and an sbundance of
ammunition for theseggéfﬂwm available., We also trained the
men in revolver drill, although not sctually firiﬁg live stuff,
buis, generally, an atmOSphepe of real live activity prevailed.
The extraordinary part’about it alllis that right up tb-the
time that our Company left‘Liverpool'for Dublin this basement
was never ralded by the police and, as a matter of fact, it
was gubséquently uged during the iatér days of the Black and
Tan war as & recelving centre for srms and ammunition but,
unfortunate itp relate, Neil Kerr, Jjunior, son of cld NWeil Kerr,
was accidentally.shot there by a companion when testing revoLlv-

ers in the middle of thé Tan war.

As I mentioned egrlier om, ‘quite an amount{ Of gun-running,
some’'on a small scale snd some on & big scale, was taking place
nearly all the time and on one particular afternoon, Joe -

Gleeson and myself had a box of rifles on top of a taxi on our

.way -to Garston Docks. When going down London Road, Liverpool,

our taxi got involved with another car snd hit a tram standard

in the centre of the road; the ususal crowds and police gsthered
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and Joe Gleeson,, as guick as lightning, hailed another taxi,

tipped a policeman on the shoulder and said: "Hey, mate, give
us g hsnd to get this box on the top of this other car, we are
in a hurry to catch our boat at Garston". Two policemen, Joe
and nyself tilted the box of rifles from the wredked taxi on
to the éecond car gnd off we went to Garston and saflely

deposited our stuff in the boat that was sailing that night.

I was one of the delegates attending with Tommy Craven,
Meil Kerr, Pat Lively and Steve Lanigan the first Volunteer
Convention at the abbey Thesatre, Dublin, in 1915. By this time
we-had‘built up the strength of our units and had two very
ﬁell-trained companies in Liverpool. .When over here in 1915,
eround Whit, I.went with the 1lst Batfalion, Dublin Brigade, on
their famous excursion to Limerick. I was marching in the
bgt?a}ion with Comdt. Ned Dely that dsy as we were at tacked

from all quarters with bricks, stones @nd bottles and, as is

well-known now, by & well-orgenised mob: of ex-British soldiers'

wives and ex-British soldiers who had been properly primed for
the occasion-by a Redmondite. The battalion came through the
attack that day with flying colours despite the fact that we

had numerous casualiies,.

At the_eﬁd of 1915, I go% ins tructions 1o make érrangement
with the 01d City of Dublin‘Steamﬁacket‘CDmpany to have-the;r
boet draw alongside: the Ameriéan liner "S8t. Paul" in thé'Meraey
when ('Donovan Rossa's body srrived there on that boat. The
whole anxiety of our American friends of the Clann na Gaedheal
and also of the I.R.B. and the Volunteers in.Dublin was to .
ensure. thet O'Donovan Rossa's body did not touch English soil
on its way back for burial %o Ireland. All arpangements wers
made to0 have the City of Dublin boat alongside; but owing to
the late arrival of the "St. Paul', brought abouﬁ by bad
weather, this ﬁas,not possible. However, we got over the

difficulty in another way. We mobilised [ifty members of our
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Volunteers in Liverpool both from "A™ and "B" Companies and :
boarded the "St. Paul" at Prince's Lénding Stage, and carried
O'Donovan Rossa's body from Prince's Landing Stage to the
Nelson Dock on Irish shoulders, and I think that by this means
we carried out the wishes of everybody concerned. We boarded
the "St. Paul® at Prince's Landing Stage on that day and
carried'O'Donovan Rossa's remains right along the Dock Road,
the journey being over two miles. I thirnk it can be safely
claimed that by this method O'Donovan Rossa's body had landed
in Ireland when we took it on our shoulders at Prince's Landing
Stage. The City of Dublin boats at that time were Ipish
owned and controlled and, on arrival at Nelson Dock, a guard
was mounted which remained on duty after numerous reliefs
until-the boat arrived at North Vall. I was in charge of the
party coming-across and, on arrival at North Wall, we were
met by the Dublin Volunteers, but still continued in charge of
the remains which we brought to the Pro-Cathedral in Marlboro!
St. (I am arranging to get the names of all those who
came across’later). We were on duty then laﬁer on at City

Hall and took part in the funeral to Glasnevin.

As I mentioned before, from time to time we had taken
part in numerous little raids for arms and in escorting arms
here and there and in gun-running and it was necessary from
time to time to arm our men. On éne particular occasion
towards the end of 1915, one of our fellows was caught and
as he was kiown to the C.I.D. to be a member of Duke St. Branch
of the Gaelic League, and as I was a suspect, being the
officer in charge, I was arrested in Liverpool one Thursday
night. I was brought to Dale St. Police Station for
questioning and was held for 48 hours. I was closely
questioned by detectives, army officers and naval officers
and subsequently charged with being in charge of & body of

men to whom I issued firearms. K I engaged Austin Harford, who
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was one of the leaders of ‘the Irish political section in
- Liverpool and a very good solicitor. However, to cut a long
| étory shonrt, Harford succeeded in throwing the.prosecution
into confusion,uresulting in my being discharged as no case
was proved. They hed raided my place when théy had me in
Dale St. and went. through everything with a fine comiy, but
got nothing, as I paturally didn't keep anything of an
incriminating nature or arms there. As I have stated, I was
discharped about 4B hours after being arrested and, on the
folldwing morning, I reported back to ny job in Har;anﬁ &
TWoulfe's, but was informed by the General Menager that he
wanted to see me In his office immediately. The. General
Manager was a Belfast Orangeman and started off by telling
me how sorry he was to have to give me the news lie wae about
to give and thet he hed full sympathy with me in everything..
He informed me that by order of the military authorities
I wes dischargéd, as I was a danger to the realm, and,
- accordingly,. I»was discharged. Thia didn't particularly
] ' perturbd me at the time, veceuse I had already.got the tip
'fEOﬁ Dublin t0 be ready o bring my unit hHoms to Dublin on
vefy short notice, and, leaving Tommy Craven in charge of the
company, I went back to Diblin for further instructions.
When in Dublin we made all arrangements with George Plunkett.
and others to prepagé Kimmage Camp and, at the end of that
year and the beginning of Jsnuary, the remasinder of the uﬁits
both A ahd B Companies, gave up their jobs in Liverpool and
reported for full-time duty as soldiers in Kimmege Camp,
Dublin. Amongst_thosé who arrived from Liverpool with the
unit were my two brothers, Hugh and Paddy Thornton. I think
at this stage I should explain that in the middle bf 1915
a day was set aside by the British Governmept called the
YLord Derby-SCheme bay"; On this particular day everyoné
resident in England, Scotland and ales were compelled to

sign a form giving full particulars about themselves,
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occupation, etc., and all those of military age came

automaticelly liable %o bé conscripted.

We were in a bit of g guandary as to what to do, but we
received instructions from our G.H.Q. in Dublin;td sign the
forms, but, es far as possible, to sign them in Irish. This
was done in all cases, and even in guite a large number of
cases b§ Orgngemen who were employed in Harland and Woulfe's,
these men coming along-to us and asking us to change some of
their extraordinary names into Gaelic. Well, we put Gaelic
on most of them. This was the rsason why, in referring to our
men léter‘ong the British stated that the only reason we left
England was to avoid conscription. I think they .should know
better than that knowing what havnpened in Easiter WHeek 1916.
Both Hugh and Paddy took part in the 1916 Rising, as did also
my sister, Nora, who was.ag member of Cumann na mBan. Hugh:was
in the Pest Office, and Paddy was with me in Liberty Hall until
Zaster NMonday afternoon, when he was sent to Fairview. When at
Fairview he was slightly woﬁnﬁed through .the top .of the lung
and this wound became very bad subseqﬁently-owing $0
inattention, as Paddy was then not quite 16 years of age, and
was discharged by the British after the surrender as being
under age. In 1920 Paddy was teken out of Joe Stanley's
Picturehouse where he was acting as manager in Drogheda, and
brutall& murdered by the Blasck snd Tans. Hugﬁ,_who was
interned in Frongoch Camp, was taken out of the Camp with a
number of others, the Noonan brothers, etc., and fdrcibly
conscripted, He was brought to salisbury Flain where he was
forecibly dressed in khaki uniform, but succeeded ih,éétting a
knife and ripped the unifomm to pieces and spent the best part
of the next six weeks in his shirt. However, they didn't
succeed in conscripting him, as they were comnelled to relesse
hin. Zater on in the year the reason given was '"temporary
insahity". It was a way out for them at least, but no matter
how long they kept Hugh, he would still have acted as he did

in the beginning.
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In a very shor{ space of time Kimmage Camp was organised
on a proper military basis, sentries being posted day and
pight. London, Scotch and lianchester Units arrived. ' George
Plunkett was made 0/C. Camp. The men were organised into
various groups, some making pikes, others meking special
charges for sholgun cartridgés; other groups loading cartridge
with extra powder and special pellets; various othef groups
making canister bombs. There was no idle time in the Camp,

which was run on sitrict military lines.

About the middle of Jamuary I goi permission %o go on a
walking tour to the south of Ireland with Sean Hickey. We
hgd strict instructions, however, that we must report at
different headguarters on our line of march. e set off on a
Tuesday morning‘with the intention of aversging sbout 20 odd.
miles a day, and all went well until we came to Toomevara in
Co, Tippérary. Here the police tcok a very keen interest in
our movements and we were very closely questioned. Iy name
was Frank Drennan and the other man, Sean 0'Meill. The police
however, were not satisfied with our explanation and we wers
taken to the barracks, but after about an hour snd s half we

were released. %He informed the police that we were walking

%o Cork. VWG started off from Toomevara with the police

cycling slowly behind us, and on arrival at Dublin Road,
Nenagh, we decided that we would have a meal. We went info
what is commonly known down the country, or was at that time,
as an "eating house'". After having our meal, we decided to
take a chance and ask the good woman of the house if she could
assist us by getting us out the back way. “We didn't know this
woman at all, but as the police were sitting on the window
sills of the house opposite, we pointed them out %0 her and,
like many another good Irish woman, she immediately rose to
the occasion and arranged with her neighbour in the next stree

to let us over her garden wall and.  out through the front door.

{fe left the R.I.C. men still waiting outside while we wglked



Military Archives Cathal Brugha -
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6

11.
Ph8046457,
on to Limerick. That was a memorable walk, because we
- continued welking all night and arrived in Limerick at about

4 o'clock in the morning. Not wanting to draw attention to
ourselves, we slipped in the back way on to the station and
slept on the seats of the railway station until it was time

to ramble down *town.

We reported for duty with the Limerick Brigade and
decided t0 go no further. I was attached to the staff of the
Limerick City Brigade under Jim Colivet. During my stay in
Limerick Tom Clarke, one of the executed lesders of 1916,
arrived, accidentally wounded in the right arm, snd it was
one of my jobs every morning to filI.Tdm's pipe for him.
Shortly afterwards, Sean McDermott arrived and, on the eve of
St. Patrick's Day 1916, Sean McDermott got allf the offic'ers
and N.C.0s8. of the Limerick City Brigade to the Fianna Hall
and, without actually telling them in so many words that the
insurrection was asbout to take place, ‘he left nobody in any
doubt as to what the resl position was. He instructed me
to report back immediately to Kimmage Camp by the end of the:
following week. On St. Patrick's Eve a FProclamation was poste
all over Limerick prohibiting'the use of or the carrying of
erms by civilians. This added a little thrill to our paradse
which took place on St. Patrick's morning. Ignoring the
proclemation, we paraded in full strength, every man armed,
with gdvance snd rearguards.carrying bsll ammunition, and
marched to Castleconnell. This was a very hectic march,
‘because it took place in a snowstorm. However, we arrived
back safely in Limerick and dumped our rifles without any lose
On the following morning, at asbout 12 o'clock, my diss was
raided as was the digs of Sheehan, but neither of us was
present. We got the tip and immediately reportéd to O/C.

- 'Iimerick for instructions and eventually that night picked up

a car outside Limerick and drove %o Dublin. It is rather

4

interesting to know that the car in which we drove to Dublin
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was the same car that went over the cliff in Kerry, in that
terrible disaster on Good Friday, the driver being the same

Tom .MeInerney., It is also remarkable thet Sheehan was one of

" the men drowned in that same car on that Good Friday and that

I actually was deteiled the day before they left Kimmage to
accompany the party, but was taken out of the car at the last
minute and sent up in charge of 28 North Frederick §t. which
was then 4.0.H. American Alliance Hall, and was being used

by us as an euxiliary éamp to Ximmagge., It was frgm this
hesdauarters that I brought my party under orders on Baster
Monday morning to Liberty Hall and, after reporting to Seamus
Connelly, our commander-in-chief, was left behind in charge
of Liberty Hall until Monday afternoon, when we vacated 1%,

clearing out with all our stores esnd ammunition.

'On'Easéér Sunday morning, after the calling off’ of
opérations by Eoin WacNeill, Sean McDermott contacted me and
instructed me to have two girls ready fopr dispatch Wﬁrk to
the country. He insisted on one of them being my sister,
Nora Thornton, whom he kneﬁ very well. He contacted ne sgain
at about 3 a.m. on Easter Monday nmorning and I got my
instrucéions to send Nora to Xerry on the mail train on
hMonday morning. .She got specific instructions to contact ¥r.
Breen and hand over her dispatch. This she did, but had to
go on to Killsrney to contact Fr. Breen apd subseguently
attenﬁed all meetings of the Kerry EBrigade. In the méantime
the pblice were looking for the girl who arrived on that
morning's trsin, but she had disappeared and, under instruct-
ions from the Volunteer Executive, she remained in Tralee and
did not get back to Dublin until the week Tollowing the
surrender. It is interesting to note, however, that when
she made‘her application for fecognition for 1915 she was

informed by the powers that be that she was only entitled to

" three days' service for that week, as that was all the time

that was, in their opinion, necessary to do the job.
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On Easter Monday morning I reported with my unit at
Iiberty Hall. I was left behind with about a dozen men to
hold that building until such time as I could seize sufficlient
trensport and organise the withdrawal of all our stores and
anmunition to the G.F.0. This evacuation took place some time
about 6 o'clock on Monday evening, but the strengih of the
unit leaving was in or agound 200, as men who had missed
their mobilisations in the morning for various reasons kept

reporting all day long to Liberty Hall, a great tribute %o

these men and the Dublin Brigade are proud of them.

On arrival at the G.P.0. on Easter Monday night, 1916,
we marched into the yafd;at the rere of the Fost Office with
our supplies. Wwe were niet by the commander-in-éﬁief, James
GOnnolly, and I was instructed to take twelve men from the
party and hold them pending further instructions. The belance

of the pgrty was ordered, after resting and drawing ratiomns,

to proceed to our own post at Fairview. Iy brother, Paddy
Thornton, went to Fairview with this contingent and, as I

stated earlier, was slightly wounded there.

\:After resting some time and having our ftea in the
restaurant in the G.P.0. and meeting a lot of oid frTends,
I was ordered to take'myftwelve'men to the Zxpress Office to
reinforce Sean Connolly. My instructions were tb proceed by
Pleet St. and Temple Bar as we held the National Telephone
Exchange. I think it was Ted Shechan who was supvosed to have

been in charge there.

f
! :

I extended my men on both sides of the rosd on arriving
]

at Fleet St. and, as we approached Grown Alley in this order,
an 0ld woman rushed up té us shouting: "Get back, son, get
back, the British are in the Telephone Exchenge". I ignorad
the warning, thinking, like ﬁslly Carpenter who was with me,

that the old woman had mistaken some of our men, who were in

uniform, for the British. I had a rude awakening when a
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machine gun opened fire on us from the telephone exchsange, and
we were subjected to rifle fire from the corner vuildings of
Crown Alley. However, instead of retreating, I gave the order:
"Forward at the double and round the corner to the right for
your lives", and so we reached the quays with only one casuslty.
On reaching the gusyside, we came in view of our men who ﬁere
in occupation of "Kelly's Fort" across the river, and these,
mistaking us for British troops (as most of us were in uniform)
opened fire on us. However, we succesded in attracting their
attention by putting up a white flag and firing ceased. I came
back to Westmorelasnd St. and occupied the old London, North
Western Offices and sent a dispatch to the commander-in-chief,
telling him what happened and asking him for further instrﬁction
I received back a reply by return congrstulating me on my
actions in the matter and on sending back the information about
the océupation of the NWational Telephone Exchange and ordering
me to take over a building in Fleet 5t. at the back of +the
College Restaurant and to start sniping aﬁ Trinity College ard
the Bank of Irelend. -

Acting on iﬁstructions, we occupied Delshunity's publichouse
which is now Pearl Bar, because this gave us easy access to éhe
rere yard of the College Restaurant, thereby enabling us to
get on to.the roofs and the upper windows withdut being detected
Later on in the evening, a further six men were sent $o me and
at about midnight I received instructions from Sesmus Connolly
to be prepared to occupy buildings on the other side of the
road‘getting into the rere of the buildings in Fleet St. and so
on to the roofs immediastely behind the Bank of Ireland.
Additional men were t0 be sent to me to carry out this job, and
from the dispatch I understood that we were to act as a covering
party on both sides of the roasd tc enable a force from the G.F.C

to attempt to0 caplture Trinity College., This job was abandoned

end on Baster Tuesday morning I was instructed to evacuate the

position and return to the Post 0flfice. On arriving st the
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Post Office without casualties I was instructed to bring my
men across the road and occupy the Imperial'Hotel, which was
at that time over Clery's. I took. over the Imperial Hotel
about midday on Tuesday and proceeded to bore through the
walls connecting the buildings on our left and right. Later
on that night we contacted Brennan ihitmore, who was on my

right flank towards Talbot St.

Numerous incidents occurred during our occupation of
that building of which the following examples come readily to
mind: ©On Thﬁrsday, the Imperial Hotel had been under
coﬁtinuous shell fire from all directions, as all.shells
missing the Pogt Office front and rere eventually hit us.

On Thursdey the line of buildings to our left towards
O'Connell Bridge was burning fiercely and, indeed, from time
to time erashing on to tﬁe sireet. Our men worked their way
from building to building until they found their road blocked
by flemes. The order was given {0 ﬁake @ dash across the rosd
to Princes 8t. side of the Fost Office, And here comes the
firet incident tﬁat flashes into my mind at the mention of

Easter ifeek:

n About iten men made a dash towards the Fost Office; all
but one men succeeded in making Princes St. All but one: he
fel} on the last tramline nearest the corner of the street.
He fell on his face; his rifle shot off” to the right; he lay
perfectly still and I thought he had been killed or badly
wounded. However, he started to crawl slowly towards his
rifle. Now, all this-time there was a hail of machihe gun
fire plsying up and down the street. He slowly crﬁwled
towards that rifle and managed to get his hénﬁ firmly oh 1t.
Then with one wild spring and a dash he succeeded in feaching

the side entrance of the G.P.0. A ringing cheer burst from

the men on our side of the street.

Another incident is that of the late Ncel Lemass fall%ng‘
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wounded outside the Imperial Hotel, Lower O'Connell S+t. and

being pulled into safety by his comrades;

You see, a communication wire had been fixed by us to the
G.F.0Q., and messages abtiached to the wire were hauled backwards
and forwards across the street until the‘wire broke down. Then
I called for Volunteers to dash across the road to the G.P.G.
and back again to the Imperial Hotel, with important dispatches,
Noel Lemass was one of those who volunteered. He made the trip
across}ghe G.P.0. successfully in spite of machine guns and
snipers, who were keepiﬁg up a continuous fire up and down the

street. On the return journey he slmost succeeded in reaching

gafety. &s he reached the footpath he was wounded in the leg

and felIl Ned Boland and Jack Whelan immediately dashed‘out

from the door of the Imperial Hotel and pulled him to safety.

During the Insurrection I réceived g request from my
commander-in-chief, James Connolly, to erect "The Plough and
the Stars" on the Imperial Hotel alongside the Tricolour already
flying there., I immediateiy agreed, . and énly gucceeded after
great difficulty as it had to be erected under fire, but up it
went - "The Flough and the Stars" - and there it stayed, altho’
only the front wall'of the building remained after the fight

had concluded.

: The men under my coﬁmand were composed of Citizen Army
aﬁd €nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade. Our orders were to hold the
Impeéial Hotel, which was over Clery's, and right opposite the
G.¥,0.,and some neighhguring buildings, until thsey were blown
down by shell fire or burned down. The order concluded: "The
British must not occupy these buildings". We held those
buildings uwntil the walls werse falling around us.from.shells

and fires caused by incendiary bombs.

After I was released from Dartmoor Prison I was very

interested to learn that the Citizen Army flag "The Plough and
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11 flying on the burned-out Imperial Hotel
for about three déys after the Insurrection was over.'
On Thursday there was an attempt to shell the Post Office

with the 18 pounder from Parnell-Monument. ~ The gun crew were

. sniped so effectively while trying to get the gun into position

that they were all badly wounded or killed. Reinforcements
rushed out, manned the gun again, loaded and fired it. The
shell did not hit the G,P.O.,-becauSe the gun seemed to spin
round as it was Tired, The shell hit the Y.M.C.g. in Up.
G'Connell St., which was occupied by British Forces.k The
British must have thought it was our troops thdt were shelling
them, because they immediately evacuated the T.M.C.A,, coming
under our fire and suffering very heavy casualties.

I think it is interesting tb state here that while quite
& controversy has gone on ovef a number of years as to the
flags flying on the G.P.0., as to their relative positions,’
I want to emphatically state that the flags flying were:-
On the Princes St. corner a green pengant with the words:
"Irish Republic"; on the Henry St. end, the Tricolour. This
Tricolour on the corner of Henry Street was half shot down on

Thursdéay evening but never really fell because while the pole

-appeared to erack, before it actually fell it was pushed up

again and eventually somebody lashed a piece of wood around it.

This was done under machine gunfire from Amiens St. Tower and

from tihe buildings from Trinity and also from the Rotunda

roof. In the first instance, the flag was parfly cut by
machine gun fire from these places and a close examination of
the coping stone on the corner of the building will reveal the
fact that it is splintered all over with‘machine gun bullets,
We occupied the buildiﬁgs at the back across Sackville
Lene which runs at théarere of Clery's, and late on Friday,
were in very close contact with British forces who had worked
their way up from the Marlboro'St. end. We were being i .»
continually raked by machine gunfire from the dome of the
Custom House, Ameins St. Tower, the Bank of ireland,”Trinity

and bulldings in Upr. 0'Connell St., one of which was the
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Y.M.C.A. — an incident occurred there which is describeé in
preceding chaptersm  Very heavy shellfire continued all day
Thursdey and Friday, end shells which missed the Post Office -
from either the Park or the River end invarigbly hit the

buildings either to our right or left or our own building.

‘Notwithstending this heavy shellfire and machine gunfire

from all around, I believe that we could have successfully
held these buildings for en indefinite period, but what beat
us in the finish was the rain of incendiary bombs which kept
felling ell around and our inebility to deal with this
particular type of fire. On Thursday nighf Hoyte's blew up.
Hoyte's store at the back was full of barrels of methylated
spirits, turpentine, etc. These barrels were blown high into
the skyfénd‘qu;fe s number of them fell and exploded on the |
roef of the Imperial Hotel. We had quite s number of men
wounded, none of them very seriously, and we had sufficient
First Aid'to deal with the_situation. I was wounded myself
twice oﬁ Friday in the right leg. The fire continued to
approach on us and we were virtuelly beaten out of the upper
portions of Clery's and the Imperial Hotel, and, acting
under very Specific'instrudtions from the commander-in-chief,
orders were given that évery floor must be defended and the
building must'not be evacuated until it waes impossible for
eany enemy to occcupy it and theréby create considergble damage

to our headguarters across the roasd in the G.P.0. We held on

until only five asnd myself were left in the Bwuilding, having

retired the belance of my garhison to Brennasn Whitmore's

position on my right flank.

Some time late on Tuesdsy evening part of oﬁr Forces,
returning from FaffView, came In by the back of Sackville
Place. Frank Henderson and Oscar Traynor were in charge of
this party and they had a number of captured British

prisoners with them. I held up the barbed wire entanglement
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gt'the corner of our position which stretched across the rosd,
to enasble them to get under, and they went off in the direction
of the Post Office, but for some unforesseen resson, when
neasring the Post QOffice, they started to double. The men in
some of our positions to the right saw what they took to0 be
British troops, evidently rumning towards the Post Office,

and opened fire on this group; fortunately nobody wes wounded.

-1 felt annoyed at this incident myself, and immediately went

into our Post and ordered an examination of all the rifles of
those on the front of our position. I found that no shots.

had been fired from my post. Later on that night, my position
res reinforced by gbout twelce men from those who had newly
afrived from Feirview. Amongst them was Noel Lemass, Con
MeGinn (who is at present employed as Principal Customs Officer
at Dun Laoghaire), Brian McGinley, Ned Boland (a brother of
Harry Boland), Billy Uhelan, Seamus Daly (whom I promoted on
the field to Lieutenant, and who'has until recently been g
Commandent in the Irish Army. I will glve a niore detailed

list of the garrison later on. Late on Tuesday night &
fatigue party was sent over from the G.P.0., to requisition
blankets, mattresses and provisions. We had set up an endless
rope acroés the road with a tin box attached so that dispstches
could be draewn backﬁerds and forwards between the ?ost.Office
roof and the roof on our position, as already described. This
box wes riddled with machine gun bullets in itse pessing back

and forth, end the rope severed later on in the week..

On Wednesday wmerning we were visited by Sean kcGarry, who,
at ﬁhe time, was one of the leaders of the I.R.B. movement and
close personal frienﬂxbf Tom Clarke.  He was sent over by the
Gomménder—in—chief to inspect our ﬁost and to check up on ouf

dispositions. On this tour of inspection, he insisted on

. 2oing out on to the roof af the rere through a skylight which

I had previously warned him was very dangerous, as it wsas
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continually under fire from snipers. He climbed up‘on to a
ladder and, while attempting to pull himself up on to the
roof, bullets hit the framework all around him, ana he fell
down on to the floor on top of me, but he wasn't seven

scratched.

On Thursday, while a number of our men were resting in
an annex at the back of the hotel, a large tank which was
built out on the side of the building, overhead this annex,
was hit by a H.B. shell and just dissppeared, the.water
falling down in one huge lump on to the annex end washing

our men out of it on to the main passage in the Imperial.

Bhen speaking about Liberty Hell earlier on, I mentioned
the fact that T had been left behind in charge of the

building, to guard our stores and collect provisioné whare

_procurable, but, at the same time, I received instructions

$hat under ne circumstances was I to provoke a fight with
eny of the enemy, as my job was to hold the building and
defend it if attacked, but not to look for trouble. Just
before zero hour, however, on lionday, it looked as if we were
going to be involved in a fight with the cavelry escort
guarding a supply of ammunition which was being brought from
the North‘ﬁall. It was nly with great difficulty that I
prevenﬁed some 6f my men in the top windows of Liberty Hall
from dropping s hand-made canister bomdb on this party.
However, they passed safely by, and even past our post at
Kelly's fort, on the cormer of 0'Connell St. and then on to
somewhere near the Four Courts. At that stage they were
halted by the Four Courts Garrison and were hemmed in’fpr
most of the week. My reasoné for mentioning the incident

at this stage is that on Thursday night, or the early hours
of Friday mofning, there was a terrific noise from the
direction of Middle Abbey St. =Every post in the street was

alerted and, to our astonishment, into O'Connell St. dashed

-
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gbout twenty or thirty horses. It would appesr that these
were the cavalry horsse I referred to as having passed Liberty
Hall and the troopxswefe'compelled to let them go loose in the
early hours of Friday morning. The horses stamﬁeded wildly
down Abbey St. into O'Connell St. and disappeared down Lower

Abbey St..in the direction of the Custom House.

On my return from prison in 1917, my sister: Nora handed
me some of the newspapers for the week following the
Insurrection and I was highly aﬁused to read the attack and
capture of Liberty Hall. According to the reports, Liberty
Hall, after being shelled for the best part of a day, was.taken
by British Forces at the point of the bayonetf I was one of

‘the last men to leave Liberty Hsll on Monday, end I can say

that there wes nobody in the building during this heroiec
beyonet charge. The British were deceived, howsver, by the
fact that we barricaded ell the windows and left the flag

flying on the building before we left.

L
On Thuasday, during the shelling of 0'Connell 8%. by the
battery in Tera 5t., a H.B. éhell,came right over our Building

and hit the front of the Freeman's Journsl Office, now the

Capitel Cinema, - and blew a huge hole in the upper portion of

the building. On the same afternoon a shell came through one

of the back windows of the Imperial Hotel and hit the side

'wall, expleoding in the room. A sniper sitting at one of the

three windows in the room furthest from the explosion was

found still at his post, not wounded, but stunned.

WWe had guite a number of snipers posted around .the
building at different wvantage points, scme covering the dome
of the Custom House from the rere top, and others from the
top side windows of the Imperial. One of these, Paddy Mdishon,
did trojan work and succeeded in disposing of quite = nugbef
of snipers who had been cgusing a terrific amoﬁnt of damége

in certain parts of our building.
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The shellfire intensified and the number of incendiary
bombs increased and, what with the disaster of the falling
barrels of methylated spirits, turpentine, etc. ffom the
Hoyte's explosion, we were now a cauldron of flames. However,
acting on our specific instructions, we relentIessiy held on
until only six of us remained on the first floor, hoiding

both the rere and the front, mainly the rere.

The British at this time had worked. their way in towards
the ﬁack by Marlborbugh St. I can remember the names of at
least five of the six, and possibly later will give you the
sixth, They were Ned Boland, Billy Whelsn, Lieut. Seémus
Daly, Con MgGinn,(?ftuurphy and myself. We remained until
the ceiling of the first floor was falling all around us in
flames: and then retreated through Allen's, which was now one
huge well of flames. We had to coine down a ladder sbout 1b
ft. which was on fire, and gradually worked our way out,
having received severe burns, and having our uniforms very
badly burned, we reached the corner of Talbot St. The
buildings at this end had not yet gone on fire. Acting under
some idea of finding his way to the country, Brennan Whitmore
had retired in the direction of Marlborough L;ne and

‘Gloucester St. Some of his troeps, amongst whom were Sean-

McBntee, T.D., and Paddy 0'Keeffe, the late Clerk of the
Déil succesded ir reaching the Post Office, but all efforts
on our part to contact the Post Office for further instruct-
ions feiled, as the huilding was then in flames. The fire
gradually enveloped all our corner end. we were forced to
retire to the far side of Taelbot St. and got out to the back
of Cathedrsl Lane through a billiards hall, the name of which
I cannot remember. I distinctly rememﬁer, however, that we
went. through the billiards hall. We feiled to contact
Brennan‘ﬁhitmore end finally oceupied & building on the
corner of Gloucesfter St. and held on there until the

gurrender.
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After aurrendering, we were marched down to the Custom
House with quite s number of others who were brought from
different places. Before reaching the Custom Housé, one
officer of the Royal Irish Rifles did everything he poesibly
could to have me shot., Whylparticularly myself, I don't know,
but, however, through the intervention of a young Lieutenant,
I wes saved and eventually brought to the Custom House. When
we arrived at the Custom House,quite & number of other
prisoners were there already and the only place they had
available to put us was in fhe yard. Ve were all ordered to
lie down on the stone flags in a yard and we remained in this
spot until some time on Mondey. During ell that pericd we
were never allowed eventadrihk‘of'water, or given ény food,
nor wers our wounds atténded to, and by this time, éome of
our men were in a very bad condition ~ with exhaustion, loss
pf blood,.and.with no attention they were‘realiy in a dang#r-
ous condition. This situation existed until the Royal Irish
Rifles from Belfasf were relieved by an Australian Unit on
Sunday. The Ausyfalians, on taking over on Sundéy evening,
realising the position, divided their own rations.with us
and acted in quite a decent fashion. We were being
continually shown Howth rifles and the bullets of the Howth
rifles, end informed that we would be shot with our own
bullets, but et that stage it didn't replly matter what wes
going to happen, beceuse, aslthough nof what yo@ would call

despondent, certainly a gloom had set in amongst us.

About middey on Monday, we were lined up - two deep ~
and a long line of the Notts and Derby Regiments lined the
road each side of us. We were marched acrose Butt: Bridge,
glong Tere 8t., up‘College St., up Dame St., Cork Hill,
Patrick St., and, on our way up along Patrick St., if 1%
weren't for the fact that we were so strongly guarded{bj -

British troops, we would have been torn asunder by the

ex-g8oldiers' wives in thet area. Eventually we reached
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Richmond Barracks and we were divided up into different rOoms .
On arrivel at Richmond Barracks. we: were paradednbefore a
British 6fficer, who took dewn all particulars as to neme,
address, etc. of each prisoner. I gave my nsme as Eréinsias

Usa Droighneain, but the officer wrote it down as Frank Drennan..
He wes Irish and evidently thought that was near enough. It
suited me owing to the conscription situation. I was sentenced
under that name and was thereafter known by friend and foe
under my new cognomen. when I wenﬁ into the roem to which we
were assiéned, I remember one df.the firset men I met was Big
John O‘'lMghony. Ffrench-Mullen was also in that room, slightly

wounded.

Every day we watched the prowds being mustered on the.
square and marched off, but I was slways kept back. I tried on
several occesions to get out with the crowd, but I was faken
out. on each occesion and sent back to the room. Finally, I waé

charged, tried ﬁy Field-Genersl Courtmartial slong with Seen
McDermott, Harry Boland and Gerald Crofts. I was charged
personally with numerous things that I had no contact w1th, one
of Whlch was blowing up the Magazine 1n the Park, but mainly
with causlng serious losses to the Brltlsh Forces in the
v1cln1ty of the rere of our buildings towards Marlborough St.
and around that area. After the courtmartlal the four of us
were sitting at the Green in front_of one of the main buildings
when Boin MacNeill arrived in a ceb, a prisoner. He tried to
sheke hands with Sesn McDermott, but Sean turned his 5ack and
walked awasy. Now, all those who knew Sean HcDermott at that
period, knew that he walked with difficulty with the aid of a
stick, owing to an 0ld leg injury, and one of the first acts

of his escort when we were ordered to fall-in for our march to

* Kilmainham, ‘was to teke away that stick, and immediatiely Harry

Boland came to his rescue and put his .arm around him, Gersld
Crofts doing likewise for nyself, as my richt leg by this time

had got very stiff and sore from congealed blood. We were
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marched down along the roasd to Kilmginham Gaol, and with every
- , + yard there were indications of the changed attitude of the
people. The open trams paessing by always brought a cheer fram
somebody, even though rifles were pointed at the offender on '
8very occasion. 0ld men stood at the street corners and
saluted, d espite being pushed aréund. Finelly, reaching
Kilmainham, Sesn McDermott turned round to the three of us,
shook hends and ssid: "I'1l be shot, end it will be a bed day
for Irelend that I'm not. You fellows will get an opportunity,
even if in yesrs to come, to follow on where we left off",
Well, poor Sean was shot, as he felt he would, and we, affer.
being transferred to Mountjoy, sndé spending a week there,
' were sent off to Dartmoor Prison, to do ten years'ﬁpenal
, servitude each. When in Nountjoy, however, we were all marchin:
around the circle one dsy when our friend "Wait and See"
Asgquith grrived and walked into the ring and attempted to shake
hands with de Valera, but dé Valera walked on; he then tried

several others, but met with the same response, finding

‘e

- himself so ignored he left the ring hufriedly; after four or
five days‘in Mount joy we were brought dowﬁ in Black Marias to
~the North Wall, bouné for an unknown.destination. In the party
were de Valera, Tom Ashe, Dr. Dick Hayes, Erank end .Jim Lawless
of Swords, Jack MecdArdle (ILiberty Hall), Gbﬁ Dbnbvan,_ﬁerald
Crofts, Harry Boland, Professor Peadar Slattery (St. Enda's)
and myself. I remember well when the boa% wes sailing dowm
the Liffey Gersld Crofts ginging: "Oh, the last glimpse of
BErin'". On our way to Dartmoor friéon on the followiﬁg day,
escorted by the‘Notts and Derbys, our frain wes diverted into
e 8iding at .Bristol Btation. Despite the fact, that a very
heavy armed guard surrounded us, a deterﬁined attempt was made

. by the mob to get at us.. They fired stones, bricks, bottles
and everything else, but eventually the British ﬁilitary fixed
bayonets and cleared the platform. We srrived at Princebown
Station and were marched from there to Dartmoor Prison; all

v

our party were in Volunteer uniforms.
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We arrived very tired) and, while waiting in between the
two gates for general -admission to the prison, the warder
there turned around to some of our party and said: "You.blokes
must feel very tired after that long train Jjourney from
Ireland™. One of the party asked where did he think Ireland

was and he said it was a county ir the north of Scotland.

We were then marched into the Reception Room in the
prison; the Governor, Doctor, Chief Warder and Werders were
all assembled there. We weore ordered to strip off all our
clothes and the Warder started to call out identification marks
on each prisoner's body. There were twelve in our party that
night and, as far as I csn remember, at least gix of the
twelve were wounded. As I mentioned in en earlier péragraph,
no attention, good, bad or indifferent, had been,givenlto the
wounded after the surrender, resulting in the bandages in every
csse being firmly adhered to the wounds. The doctor at
Dartmoor wes not particularly perturbed at this and ordered

the warders to remove all bahdages. This was dore in such &

rough manner that in all cases when they pulled awsy the

bandage the scab of the wound céme with it. After our
examinaf;on-by the doctor; we were issued with old clothing
vhich had been wofn by previous -convicts. Our wounds were not
dressed again, nor did we even get back the o0ld bandsges.

Needless to remark, we peesed a very plessant night!

When we awoke no¥t morning we ﬁeré brought down for
further examirmation. In Professor Peadar Slasttery's and my
own cases, my two wounde had gone septic, and two of his eleven
woundé had also gone septié. These wounds rémainad bad for a

considerable period, but finally cleared up.

We were all finger-printed, photographed and numbered on
our first day in Dartmoor. The method employed in all these
convict prisons was to allocate a letter of the alphabet to

each year. The letter for our particular yesr was the letier
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QM and my nymber was Q.96. This number was staupsed on every
article of wearing apparel.— it was stamped on our boois,
shirts and on the left sleeve of the kKheki uniform there was a

black shield with this number in white. Similarly, there was

a black shield on the front of the khaki forage cap which each

prisoner wore, the number also in white. Thereafter we were

known only by our numbers.

We were divided up into various fatigue parties. Harry
Boland and Con Donovan, I remember, were on fatigue partiés
serving out whaﬁ was called breakfast on my pariicular landing.
New batéhes of priéoners were arriving every day and finelly
our number reached about eighty. The two last arrivals were
Austin Stack and Con Colline. On the morning aftsr their
érriVal, when we were lined up in the main hall, Bamon de Valer:
brought the whole partﬁ to attention vhen Stack and Con Collins
arrived. He was immediatel& rushed off to‘his cell and goit
two days; bread and water and confinement to cell the_following
day. The rules in these prisons were very strict, talking
beingtstrictly forbidden, asnd, during exercise in tﬂe prison.
yard, two paces had to be kept between each prisoner when
walking around the ring. It wasn't long until we acquired the
art of being able to talk to each other without moving our
lips, but, invariasbly, somebody was caught, or somebody was
blamed and got either one or two dsys on bread and water. If
the priéoner denied the charge against him, it was describegd

as insubordination and he got a further day on bread and water.

The main body of our party were detailed to the bag-maeking
shop, great care being taken by the authorities to ensure that
we had no contact with the other priéoners. George Levans,
Dick King of Wexford, and I were detailed on to é painting
party in the KMain Hall. Both Levans and I, being painters by
trade, were entrusted with "the mixing of the paint and wve

conveniently forgot to put in sny driers, resulting in the
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prison being beautifully painted, but the paint never dried.
The warders' uniforms, and even the Governor's, were destroyed
with paint from time to time, and after a bit we were removed

from this ofCupation and sent to the bag. shop.

.Every'prisoner in that shop had a partieular job to do
and had to get his supply of twine, needles, cenvas, etc, from
the central sicre:. Cne of our party, Seamué?tacey; was in -
charge of this store and, as & result, we were sble to keep up
communications betﬁeen each other as o possible developments
or as to any line of action to be followed. Eamon de Valers
and Tom Ashe were continually meking representations to the
Governor, demanding that we be treated as prisoners of war,
and, as a result, one particular morning these two men, with
Dr. Dick Hayes, were removed from the prison and sent to
Parkhurst. PFinding that these three had been removed from
the main body, all sorts of inquiries were instituted by the
prisoners, resulting in our finding out from one of the warders
that they had been removed to Parkhurst as, in his words:

"the Governor was afraid that .they would organise a revolt in
the prison". A vote was taken, through the medium of de Lacey
in the stofes, gs to what action.we would teke and, as a result
it was decided to orgsnise a passive resistance strike, working
away at the mail bags until they were about half completed and
then ripping them back snd starting all over again. In this
ﬁay wWe sucbessfully stoﬁped the manufacture of any mail bags
for use by the British authorities and at the same time had

the authorities in a cleft stick, because our men were all

working but producing nothing.

The food was particularly baed in Dartmoor and tﬁélweather
extrehely cold. The water was so full of iron that iﬁ the
morning when we picked up our mugs there was a thick crust of
rust on the top of the water, and I blame this in no small

messure for the fact that a large proportion of the men in that
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prison left with very bad teeth.' I remember on one oceasion
both Harry Boland and I arrived down at the doctor's office
with badly swollen Jjaws as a result of_béd neuralgia, or
toothache. The method of curing it was both drastic and
dranatic. We were gripped by two wardéés,,pushed into a chair
and, the docfor with his forceps proceeded to extract two of
our back teeth without any cocaine or gas, nearly pulled the
heads off the tﬁo 6f us, and for ebout ten days éfterwards

we were ungble to talk and, I believe myself, were very nearly
lockjawed.We were all hopping up and down, from solitary
confinemenf and bread and water,‘%ack to the bag, shop. Every
day there was sone prisoner or other en punishment, because
by this time a spirit of real revolt had set in and, iﬁ actual

fact, the priéoners wiere ready for anything.

The daily routine at Dartmoor Frison was one aiméd at.
training us'fbr future domestic life.. The British Government
evidently had.at the back of their minds that we all.shouid be
trained to bg useful in the homs. Therefore, we were balled
every morning at 4.30 a.m. The first Jjob we had to do was to
clean up our .cells, polish all the tinware, fold all our
blenkets and sheets and rell them, and have everything ready
for inspection by 5 a.m. At about 5.30 a.m. we were served
with what wss known as breakfast - a pini of skiiiy,and a dark,
nearly black; loaf, but you could get all the water you=Wanted
to drink. After breakfast, éll the cells were inspected by
the Chief Warder and Warders and, at sbout 7 a.m., all doors
were thrown open. The first order issued was "Stand to your
doors'; e%éry'man-had to stand to his door. Then the ordsr
was given: "Pwo paces forward, Right and Left Turn, auick
March", and off we went for our deily routine. Each men had
to take it in turn to act on the fatigue parties and, of course
this was something which we all looked forward to, because 1%

¢

gave us a chance of having a 8ly word with some of our pals in
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another wipg. At 4.30 pem. we were back to our cells and we
were all served with a magnificent tea -~ a pint of shell cocoa
and another black loaf. Bveryone had to be in bed by 8 p.m.
when "Lights Out" was sounded. The only ovvupation we had
when we were locked up was reading the bible or walking up and
down the cell, but this had to cease at 8 o'clock. All the
time, whether you were reading or walking up and down, every
now and again we could hear the 1itt1efélide going back, and
an eye looked in et you through a keyholé in the door.
Saturday afternoons was our half day. We were served out
gith leather knee straps and we had to get down end scrub out
the main landing and tﬁe ground floor. This was a nice

"eushy" job, as the ground floor was made of granite.

‘ One day early in December, the Governor came in to the
é:gk shop and ennounced that the British Govermment had
decided tb remove us all to Lewes Gaol, outside London, and
that all the othef prisoners from Portland and Parkhurst would
be similarly removed there. He t0ld ug thet the British
Government, in the goodness of their hﬁarfs, had decided to
send us up to Lewee in civilian clothes, if we would be
prepared to give our parole. As soon e8 he finished he was
askéd what would the position be when we arrived at Lewes.

We were informed that we would go back again into convict
uniform, but that our conditions would be elightly 1@provad.
He then informed us that he would give us half an hour ﬁo
make up our minds in the matter, and we demanded that during
our discussions gll Warders must be withdrawn from the bag

ghop. This request was acceded to. After s long deliberation

teking into account the fact that we felt that this might be

a trick of the British to have their Press photographers
outside showing how well they treated their prisoners, we
decided to reject the offer of ﬁarole. Having communicated
our J-decision to the Govefnor, that we were not prepared to

give our .parole, he informed us that we would be sent to
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Lewes Gaol handcuffed and siX on & chein. As I mentioned
earlier, the weather was terribly cold, and it had been snowing
now for the best part of a week or ten days; fatigue parties w
of convicts were out cutiing passages through the snow. On the
morning that we were transferred there were two chains of simz
each. On ny chain was Bob Brennan, Dick King of Wexford, Pat
Fitzpatrick (Bob Btchingham), Jack licArdlse, George Lévina and

myself.

We left Dartmoor at 6 a.m. for Princetown, changing at
Tavistock JUnction for London. While‘on the platforn at
Tevistock Junction, Bob Brennan was 1ilting and Dick King
gtarted to Btep¥dance, to the amazement of the paésengera on.
the platform. & f;ﬁ*gf_gﬁé"gpuﬁger element seemed to resent
our little bit of jollification-and attempted 6 gsseult some
membere of our party, but this was-very epeedily dealt wiﬁh
by two British soldiers in uniform, who drew their belte - one
soldier remarking that et least we fought:for our country, not
like the 'skunks' that were attacking us; and who hed by warious
means evaded conscription or national seryice:: We were left
handcuffed énd chained together all dsay 1bng éﬁd did not arrive
at Lewes until ebout 11 o'clock that night. Of course, the
British mentglity on this matter was only what we had'expécted;
to be herded together all dsy long like cattle wes only what
they had been used to dishing out to Irishmen over the
generations. When we arrived at Lewes Station we lined up on
the steps outside tﬁe station and ssng every Irish song that

we could mmember, finishing up with the "Soldier's Song". |
We then marched down, got into Black Mariaes and off to Lewes

Gaol.

A number of us volunteered for a job in Lewes Gaol,

scrubb®ng out the main hell, becsuse the Chaplain had

intimgted to some of us that, whilst he got the "Independent"

posted to him regulsrly every week, he never opened it, and
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and we reslised that here was anIOpportunity of being able to
- get hold of some of these pépers by volunteering for this
particular work. Thé Jjob was not alone to scrub out the:
corridor, but to dust the Chaplain's and Chief Warder's OfTices.
In Lewesfve had all been served out with g big brown pullover or
gansey, which turned out to be very useful to us on this
rarticular operation. e were urmder the control of a Warder,
and a certain amount of subterfuge had to take piace to enable
us to secure the trophy - the "Independent'. In the middle of
this psssage was another passége to the right, leading down e
flight of stone steps, at the bottom of which was a tap, and on
every occesion we got to this passage either Harry Boland; Dick
Eing, George Levins or myself found that we had to get s bucket
of clean water. The Warder, of course, escorted us down to the
end of the steps, end the nearest man to the Chaplainlgmpffice
dashed in and seized whatever copies of the "Independent" he
could lay his hands on, putting them inside his pullover or
gansey. - This procedure went on for weeks and weeks without any
- of us being caught. Quite a large number of these papers were
around the prison. In this way we discovered that Joe lcGuinnes:
who was with us, had been elected as T.D. for Longford, bhecsause,
although the informstion had been wired %o the prison, the
authorities had not notified Jeoe of his election. We secured
the paper on that morning and, after the evening recess, the |
word had- gone éround'to keep it quiet,. and immediately we wersé
let out on to the gfounds for the evening exercise,'at which we
vere allowed to talk, Joe was seized and carried shoulder high
around tﬁq grounds, to the amaszement of Warders and Governor.
We retired to one end of the grounds. which was near the g;rden
and held a sing-song there for hours, Gerald Crofts rendering
quite a humber of songs on that occasion, Harry Boland and myseli

also contributing.

o

Another job which we had, in between, was again painting.

On this occasion we put driers in the peint and.adopted new
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tactics. Our job was to paint the woodwork in the Chief
'@arder}s house, which was Just outside the main gate of the
prison. As a mafter of fact one of the windows, which was
barred, of course, looked straight out on to the side of the
gate. It was left to ourselves to choose our colour scheme
and we painted the dbors green, white and orange. They looked
quite well, but T don't think either the Chief Warder or any

of the Warders ever suspected what we were doing.' During that

particular job, Dr. Russell, M.0. for Dublin, arrived on'a visit

to the prison in connection with the heslth of Gerald Crofts,
which had deteriorated very bBadly. We were working away at one
of the windows which was openn and Doctor Russell managed to
pass. us, unnoticéd, one of the posters in connection with the
Longford election. ZIt was the famous poster of Joe in convict
uniform, with the words "Put him in to get him out". During
the parade I referred to earlier, on the night of his election,
we had'that poster.. However, our painting ﬁob ended rather
abruptly wﬁen we were put on the painting of the windows of the
outside of the prison. One day two German officers (prisoners}
with an escort wers being mgrched down the road and we started
singing "The Watch on the Rhine" from the top of the ladders,
The Germans immediately came to attéﬁtkén and saluted and then
startea shouténg "Good old Ireland". We were nearly pulled
down off the ladders and rushed back into the priséﬁ; but we wer
never let out anx'more. In the meantime, one of oﬁr-lads who
had been a bit carelégérﬁitﬁ_fﬁéfﬁégérs, reading the
"Independent" too openly on one occasion, got caught and, of
caurse, Wwe were suspected, but they couldn't do snything about

it, only take us off the job, but our lines of communicstion

were cut.

The only change in our conditions in Lewes from those
operating in Dartmoor was, that during the exercise period,

the prisoners were allowed to talk, but it wasn't long until
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we drove a "coach and four' through sll their rules and

. regulations, resulting in a general breskdown in control at

Lewes. A Council of War was formed end RBamon de Valera waé
appointed leader. A demand was made for treatment as
prisoners of war, but, under the guise of "negotiations",
they succeeded in getting us back into our cells, end refused
to unleck bur doors on Sundsy morning to let us out to Mass.
The singing of "God Save Ireland" by Bbb Brennan on Sunday
was the signai for the general smash-up of the prison. I
have never seen a job so thoroughly carried out. The prison
was literally pulled to pieces,. brick by bBrick, holes were
bored in the wells and in the floérs, and a regular line of

communi cation existed from one end of the corridors to the

other. This went on for a nunber of days, during which we

were being fed through & sguare hole vwhich carried the
lighting for the cell. Sﬁbsequently, bringing in reinforce-
ments of Werders, firemen and policemen, they smashed down
the doore and hosed us out of the cells. There was no
guestion of surrendering or parleying, you were Just knocked
dovm by e baton or a fire brigade hose, and we mostly woke up
1§1ng on the floor, handcuffad to somebody else. We were
re-~arranged agein in gangs of six, handcuffed together and
chained. On this occesion we were sent to Portland Prison.
We formed 2 pact amongst ourselves that we wouldn'+ oﬂey any
instructions, gopod, bad or indifferent, on our arrivael at
Fortlend, and, despite entreaties and threats from the

Governor and Warders, we persisted in this attitude.

of all.the prisons we had been in up (¢ this stage,
FPortland was certainly the worsit. The Governor seemed to
have a cruel, cynlcal outlook in his dealinge with convicis,
whether they happened to be ordinary convicis of mere

Irishmen, as we were, but he certainly hated us. However,

~as far as w2 were concerned, the fight was on and we meant to

gea it out to its conclusion.
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The morning after our arrival we were all paraded in the
exgrcise vard. There was one man always took my Tancy amongst ¢
our bunch, and that was a Tellow we described as "Long Quinn'.

I think his Chrisiian neme was John, and he was amlinotypa
operator in the "Dundalk Bxsminer". Quinn expressed himself
so forcibly on occasions that even the Warders were startled,
but he was a great o0ld character, and was a full ﬁhndrgﬂper cent
behind us in everything we did. On this particﬁlar_éorning We
carried out, or appeared to carry out, the priscn regu;gtions,
and were merching around the ring with the usual thres paces
between each prisoner in & very orderly fashion, when suddénly
somebody let a wer whoop and, by arrangement, we started
running in ‘all directions, some into this yard, some into
another yard, and all around the prison. The alsrm vas
gounded and machine guns and rifle men manned the walls,
thinking that these desperadoes were going to try and climb
them, but we were qnly trying to create a bit of a diversion.
Having achieved our object, we gquietly waiked back to the yard

and continued marching around. You never saw such a collection

of Warders mopping their brows as appeared that dasy. Ve were

all marched back to our cells and on the following morning
paraded before the Governor. The Governer started off with
the usual lecture on disciipline, saying'%hat if we vianted to
have an easy time in this prison, we had better conform to all
the rules and regulations, etc. etc. Te, however, had no
intention of stopping there any longer than was necessary

and had made up our minds already that we were no%‘going to
conform to his rules and regulations. The usual guesticns were
put to us: "Your nunber? Your name? etc." all oflvhich we
refused to ansﬁer. How a very interesting point arises hers.
According to prison regulations, i.e.; British prison

regulations, a prisoner may not be kept in the dark cells on

bread and water for more than three days a2t a time, even if g

sentence is 21 days on bread and water. Under the gontrol of
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the prison .0. he is brought up from the dark cells at the

~end of the third day, and at least two days elapse before he

serves his next three days. Of course, these were Irish
prisoners that were being dealt with. Fe were sentencedlto ten
days' confihém;nf to the dark cells, on bread and water, and we
never got out of them until we were released on the general
amnesty in 1917, The only occasion on which we were ever let
out of the cells was to perform the usual functions of nature,
and once & week to have our hsair forcibiy ¢ut, with two Jarders
holding us down in the chair. All this time we were on bread
and water diev. There was no light in the cells. We‘had no
handkerchiefs (for fear we might try to hang ourseivses), no
braces, aﬁd an ordinary wooden béard to lie on. OFf course, this
was only what it should be; these were only the 6rdinary
peasantry who had dared to rise against the British guthority
in Ireland, and, therefore, we accepted the position as suph.
we accepted that position because we knew what our forbears

had gone through in the same prisons before us. We knew that
even though we appeafed to be going through a certain smount of
hardship, it was nothing to the hardship thet the men of '98,
'67, and so on, had suffered, because they had no moral support

behind them in Ireland and we knew we had.

The days dragged on and we lost all idea of time. Once a

week the Governor came around.

I will describe the céll doérs, which I forgot to do
earlief Ol  Inside each cell door was an iron grid, so that
when the cellldoor proper was open, the prisoner was still in
his monke& cage, and the Governor and ths Chief ‘arder could
with safety come around and intérview him through the iron bars.
Most of us completely ignored the Governor during that period,
but one or two of our fellows went off the desp end and, on one
or two occasions, some of the lads imitated babdons by climbing

up the iron cage outside, to the embarrassment of the Governor.
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However, all this went on and one norning (one very welcome

morning for us all), the door opened and in came Father Maher

- the prison Chaplaein, a very old and timid man; he had been

there when Michael Davitt was in that gaol. He had the morning
paper and a torch in his hand. Needlesé to'rémark,wé,couldn't
even look gt the paper because ﬁe were nearly blind at the
time, and he read out to us the paragraph in the paper which
stated that the Irish prisoners were to be released on
unconditional amnesty - an unconditional relesse. You can
imagine our feelings on that occasion, when we realised that
we had won another rouhd against the British and,.GGSpite the
fact that they had us in their power, that the ponderance of
world.opinion, of Irish world opinion, had been so influential
that they were forced to relesse us; but they wéren't finished

with us yet. About one hour after that announcement had been

‘nade by the Prison Chaplain, we were dragged out of our cells

an& our hair foreibly cut again. This is the resl British'
mentality - get in the last Llow when you caﬁ, gven despite
the fact that you have been defeated in'your effortg to hold
the pérticular individuals, nevertheless do everything you can
to-make things unpleassnt for them; and they certéinly aid it

on that morning.

Then the next episode. 4All the cell déors were opened,
but the cages were still there. The valiant Governor paraded
around announcing the unconditional amhesty, but he was still .
afraid to open those cages. He made an sppesl to sach and
egvery one of us that on feaving the prison we would create no
demonstration, that we would sing no songs or do anything to
interfere with the ordinéry discipline of the prison. I caﬂ,
tell you that he got a warm response, and very hurriedlﬁ he

cleared out of the place.

Then came Warders with trays of saendwiches, coffes, tea

and everything else. Prisoners who had been there on bresd
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and water in dark cells for at least fourteen days had no
relish for sny of these things, so, except for a drink of tea
and probably putting a few of these sandwiches in oﬁr pockets,,

we.ggg very little; in any event, we were too excited.

I should have said that the Governor, when speaking fo us,
announcing the conditions, told us that he regretted tb say
thet it was impossible to provide us with civilian clothes at.
Portland and, as8 a consequence, we would all be sent to

~ Pentonville Prison in London for civilian clothes, end that all

the other prisoners from the yarious gaols to which they had
been sent would also gssemble there - that we would all be
releaced together, but that we were in sctual fact free, and
that warders in civilian clothes, purely to pilot us through,
would accompany us to London. This was certainly a farcical
situation, but one which we nevertheless enjoyed, as you will
hear. We were marched up into the prison yard and, as soon as
we asssembled in the prison yard, we all fell-in ﬁwo déep and

; . proceeded to sing every song we knew, finishing with the

National Anthem. Afraid of a demonstration of thié kind, the
Govérnor had locked up all the conviets in their various cells
and every song was greeted from the windows by the rattling of
mugs on the windows and yells from: the convicts of "Good o01ld
Irelend - that's the s tuff to give them", etc. 1 téil.you

that from what I heard afterwards sbout Fortland, the discipline
in that prison was very bad from the authérities' point of view

for a long time afterwards.

It was about a mile and a half from the prison down to the
station and, as we were trudging down along the road in our
"convicts' uvwniforms, a convoy of Australian troops péssed by and
immediatély pulled up. The troops insisted on our getting up
on the loryy and, with terrific cheering, singing, etc., they
drove us o the station. These troops, of course, were fully

é aware of who we were and thet we were released prisoners who
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had fought in the Insurrection in Dublin in 1916. What a
different train journey from that which we experienced on the
previous Christmas week on our way from Dartmoor to Lewes.

On this occasion we were still in convict uniform, bﬁt we were s
as near es poesible to being free men, becsuse the warders in
civilien clothes were afraid to interfere with us, end every
place the train stopped we got out oﬁ-the platform end rambled
up and down, arm in arm, winking et girls, etc., all for =

it of devilment. The "med Irish' were certeinly loocse in
England on that occasion. We arrived at the outékirfs of
Paddington Station late that afternoon end the train ﬁas
suddenly pulled up because we had run into the first aeriéi
torpedo air réid on London and, of coufse, we were all 1boking
out of the windows, but we could Jjust as easily have been |
demolished by one of these aefiél torpedoes a&s anyone else,
but nevertheless we had that feeling that here we were
prisoners of our old enemy, watching her headquarters being
attacked by her eneny. Explosion after éxplosion took piace
all arbund, but nothing, however, within a guarter of a mile
of us, and after sbout an hour of this, the "all-clear" sirens
went and oud train started to crawl in towards Paddington.
Station. It only got to within a hundred yerds of the station
when we were all ordered oult of the train and marched up along
the line and into the station pletform. It was only then

that we realised that two aerial torpedoes had struck the
gtation and demolishéd quite a large portion of 1t. ‘Wé
proceseded along the platform where there was & large crowd of
people who identified us as the Irish rebels. They started
to attack us, with stoneé from the debris;' Cur fellows replied
in neo mean messure. ZHEventually & police reinforcement
arrived and the crowd was driven back. Two of ouf men were
wounded around the head, but not very seriousl&. Fe were

brought to Pentonville Prison, and I will never forget that

[ 1

night as long as I live. We were put into a ward that hadn't
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been used for some time, the weather was particularly warmn,
and a very violent thunder storm raged all that night, but the
thunder storm was nothing to the attack of battslions of fleas.
We were literally eaten alive that night and the only solsce
we had was that part of the convict uniforms we were wgaring
must have gone as well. On the following morning we all went
down to the baths, discarded our convict apparel and had a |
good wash. We were then issued with "Martin Henry's".
Bverybody was‘in great humour that day. We were all put on
buses and driven off to Euston Station, but here agaiﬁ-the
British were afraid that repercussions might cccur at Euston
if the ordinary Irish population in London were let give us
the rousing send-off which they would have given us head they
the opportunity; so we were sent off on a train two hours
before the Irish laeil. Our supporters turned up there, I
understand, afterwards, to find that we had gone two nours

before. J

We arrived at Holyhead where we were &ll paraded by

Eamon de Valera on Holyhead platform opposite the_Mail Boat.

‘Jim 0'Sullivan, ex-First Bettalion, now Limerick, acted as

adjutanﬁ and brought the parade to attention on that day.

We formed ?ours, about turned, rormed two deep anﬁ eventually
were merched up to the lst Class gangway. The ticket-checkers
there refused us admission, ss the British had issued us with
Zrd Class only tickets. However, feeling in a first class
mood, Eamon de Valera decided that we should all t;avel 1st
GClass, and we just brushed the ticket checkers aside, marched
up the 1lst Class gangway and aown.into the éaloon, About an
hour afterwards, the Captain came down and appealed to us to
leave the lst Class, that we couldn't stay there as we were
only 3rd Class passengers, but this we refused to do. -In the
meantime, the ordinery passengers arrived on ithe boat and we
were getting plenty of moral support from them. .The Captain

then, concluding that discretion was the betier part of valour
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decided to leave us there. Having won our peint, when the
boat sailed most of us spent our Journey up on the bow of the
boat, with & crowd of British Tonmies who were coming back to
Ireiand. I remember Harry Bgland and myself\being up there
trying to teach these soldiers the air of "The Soldier's Song".
Before we came to Dunlsoghaire quite a number of them were
able to sing it. Standing on the bow of the boat, I remember
Qell Harry Boland on the lookout fbr the first sign of land,

singing that o0ld song "The Dawn on the Hills of Ireland".

We little knew what was in front of us when we arrived
in Dublin. We didn't ¥now anything sbout the incidents of
the previous‘fortnight. We gidn't know about the bamming of
the carrying of hurleys, but there was a terrifically
enthusiastic crowd on the pifer at Dunlaoghaire on that day.
We were escorted to our carriagesAoﬁ tﬁé tréin and when we

arrived at Westland Row our real trouble started.

In their enthusiasm the crowd nearly tore us asunder that
day. avery man was trying-to carry some part“of some other
man out.to the coaches outside, but the result was that some
of us found ourselves halfway up and‘halfway down most of the
way out. You can't‘beat a Dublin croﬁd On an oécasioh like
this. They certainly made us all st home and conveyed to us
the opinions of Dublin on the Insurrection of '16. As I have
said, we were carried out on t0o the cpen brakes outside
Westland Row and éécorted through the city by e huge crowd of
p00ple.up to Fleming's Hotel in Gardiner Place. Here a rowsl
feast awaited us. When thst was finished, of course, we all
brokeé up into our various little groups to contact our friends,
relatives, etc. e were back in Dublin with a determination.
The surrendsr of 1916 was only a breathing space between that

and the commence..ent of the war proper for the freedom of the

country.
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on the afternoon of the day of our arrival, we all met
in Exchequer Hall, Excheguer St., where the famous dqcumant
for presentation to the American Government was prepared.
It was written on & sheet of I;ish linen and signed by all
the retufned prisoners present, headsed by Bamon de Velera,
Tom Ashe, Austin Stack, Con Collins and numerous others,
myself included. It was then handed to Doctor Pat McCartan
who brought it to Americaland hended it to the American
Secretary for State. Years afterwards it was handed By that
gentleman to the late John Devoy and the original is at |
present in the possession of lir. Frank RobbZns, Liberty Hall.
I have a‘photostatic copy ©of the document at my owm office in
Dawson St. We went to the kension House afterwards and got
our photograph taken in the gﬁounds. This photograph was

taken by Keogh Bros., Dorset St., and is still available there

+  The prisoners all Spliﬁ up into various groups, as I hseve
stated before, a very large percentage of thém,,however;

L going to Clare to assist in fighting the Bast Clere elegtion
vhich was being contested by lkir. Bamon de falera.ggainst r.
Padd& Lyﬁéh.- Before going to Clare, however, I went to West
Limerick with Doctor Dick Hayes aend Con Collins end stopped
in Con Collins's house, out nesr Rathkeale, for & few degys,
and took part in the big demonstration in Limerick to welcome
home the prisoners. After the vietory of Bast Clare, I.
returned to Dublin and wes instructad to report for duty to
Michael Collins, who was then in charge of the Prisoners'
Netional Aid Association, and who had also taken on the Job

¢f organisation of the Voluntscrs.

In every area things begaen to get very buéy - comﬁaniea,
battelions and sven brigedes being re-organised - and our
men were being arrested all over the country. 4 large numbsy
'of prisoners were in Mouﬁtjoy Geol, and, following the

- refussl of the euthorities to grant them political treatment, .



Military Archives Cathal Brugha
BKs Rathmines Dublin 6 _ .3
Ph8046457, ’

-

1
»

they went on hunger strilte. After a couple of wheks on hunger
strike, the suthorities decided to forcibly feed them and it
was during thisg operation that Tom Ashe died. 48 I pointed
out earlier on, owing to confusion creeted in thé,minds of the
guthorities as to who I was, I escaped being errceted, Having
come out of Daritmoor Prison as Frank Drennan snd now
re—-gppearing as Frank Thornton, I was allowed to move freely
throughout the country, and was able to cerry out a lot of
very_valuable work. I was operating in Meath and took part in
a 8inn. Fein Concert at Xells, where, after singing one song,
I yeceived a wire stating that Tom Ashe hed died on hunger
strike. I immediastely went out on the stage, announced the
news and suspended the concert as a mark of respect, having
said a few very well chosen words which were not to the liking
of the authorities, who tried to arrest me and a few others
who were present. I escaped, however, and got back to Dublin

. - and took part in the Ashe funeral.

* Following the Tom Ashe funersl, I received definite

- instructions to go to Louth and orgenise parades in svery
available part of the county and to start weaping uniform again.
On ‘the Sunday following the funeral, I paraded agbout three
hundred men on The Mall at Drogheda. e marched out to
Oldbridge to the point where the Babtle of the Boyne was fought
‘in 1690 snd extended the men . from one enﬁ of King William's
Glen to the other. The police had followed us on bicycles,
motor bicycles and sidecsrs. They were at hoth ends.of the
Glen, 80 T decided to climb the hill on my right snd appesr .

t0 go crogs-—-country back towards Drogheda. They immedigtely
divided their forées, one half going to Tullyallen and the
other to Drogheda, and when my scouts reported the position
all clear, I brought the men back down into the ro.ad again

and crossed up the hill on the other side, andhwent ofd 4o

Oldbridge. We crossed the river at the ford there, the same
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ford that Eing'&illiam used during'ﬁhe Battle of the Boyne.
We czme back through Co. Meath and into Drogheda, dismissed
the men and were standing in the dqorwéy of the “hite Horse
Hetel an hour later, when the cavalcade of R.I.(. came back
into the town, having completely lost us. However, I was
arrested in.Drogheda about a fortniéht afteprwards, brought

to Belfast and sentenced to.aix nmonths' hard lsbour for
wearing uniform and drilling. During my trial in Victoria
Barracks, Belfast, the Prosecuiing Officer stated that thie
was my first conviction. They s£till had not connected me
with the Franit ?rennan who had bééh released from Portland
Trison. After the sentence I was sent to Crunlin Road Prison,
Belfast, the only other~prisoner-thsre being Sam Haron.

Sém and I went on hunger-strike immédiately, and after about
ten deys I was taken out one day and brought to Dundalk,

Sam was left behind. It was only aftérwards I learned that &
the Mount joy prisoners, who had Been transferred to Dundalk
some ten days before, had been released that mofning on
hunger-strike, and actually boarded the same train far Dublin
on which I came from Belfast., However, I was kepi on the
train until they were safely aboard and brought out by a

back entrance. .When I arrived at Dundalk Geol I found that

I wae the only prisoner there, political or otherwise; and

in the "Independent™ of the following morning I saw a double
ception "LEFT ALONS TO DIE IN DUNDALK GAOL". I was alone in
the gaol for about another nine or ten deys when a contingent
of prisoners arrived from Kerrg; amongst whom wag Paddy GCahil
the Foleys, Dinny Daly of Cehirciveen, and several others
whom I knew. ZEvery effort that could be ﬁade to get us to go
of’ the strike was cgrried out by the authorities. In the
mornings the Warders went. around the Eéiié with trays of
rashers and eges, but after about four or five mornings of

this they gave up the attempt to bresk the strike.
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il week gfter the arrival of the Kerry prisoners a
consultation was held and it was decided that I was looking too
healthy and that I would have to collapse on the ground. This
arrangement was carried‘out the next morning and I was carried
into my cell by vhe rest of the prisoners and the doctor
hurriedly sent for. Before the doctor arrived I swallowed about
six pills of soap égé‘we had been informed that this had the
effect of quickening up the pulse and of rising the temperature.
At the same time 1 smoked as much as I could. The doctor arrived
but decided that I wasn't bad gnough to be released. This
procedure waé kept up for the next couple 6f'days and, finally,
one night the Governor arrived in my cell and asked me if there
was anybody outside in Dundalk who would come up to the gaol
g0 that I could be handed over in his care. I told him that
Seamus McGuill of The Market Square would be only too glad to

oblige and, about an hour afterwards, I was handed over to

Seamus McGuill. I was(rﬁfa'égﬁg weak condition;fé), e wea@ that
I walked down from the gaol to the Imperial Hotel where the locsl
0/C. had a doctor awaiting my arrivel. After examination by the
doctor I was allowed tea and dry toast. This was repéated Egain

the next morning with the exception of a bowl of moup at middsy;

this was &ll I was allowed for a coupls of days.

The Governor of the Ggol at DundalkAwaa named McHugh. He
wasn't a bad sort of a fellow but, of course, he was the Governor
and had to carry out his job. My release had been granted under
the "Cat and Wouse Act". This was an act which allowed the
authorities to releasse a prisoner temporarily, if in baq health
through hunger strike or otherwise, but also allowed them to
re—-arrest that priscner immediately, at their discretion, or
should he again breask the law. ihen I was released I had a
beautiful brown beérd wifh ginger streaks in it; about thres
inchses leng, and nod being of & modern turn of mind, I decidead
I hed better get rid of this beard now that I had come back

again into cireulation. On the morning following my relesse,

¥ Slfoset e 6 weald omolZ3 )
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therefore, I went to a barber's shop across the road from the
Imperial Hotel and when I arfived all the chairs were occupied.
I was sitting reading the morning paper vhen a man got up out . -
of one of the chairs and s tood Jooking at me, amszed. It was
the Governor of the Gaol, McHugh. "I thought you wére dy;ng"
sgid McHugh, and I answered: "That wes last night. I am much
better this morning™. I got my bsard taken off and that night
I left. by the evening trein for Dublin. I was seen off by
nearly half the population of the towﬁ, headed by the local

Brass Bande

I was back in Dundelk, however, inside a fortnight, and
took charge of about 800 Volunteers who assembled on the .
Crescent, right opposite the Gaol at Dundalk. This body of
Vblunteefs was the main Guard of Honour to meet Eamon de Valera
on his, visit ﬁo Dundalk. We paraded through the town in
complete defiance: of the "Cat and Mouse" Act and British

S "

authority.

I startéd to wear Volunteer Uniform and proceeded about
my business organisihg the Volunteeras in North Louth, South
Down and South Armagh. |

I think it is only right at this stsge to refer to some-
thing which happened around Whit in 1917 end which resulted
in the formatioﬁ of the New Ireland Assurasnce Collecting
§ociety. During an earlier period, Before 1916, in preparation
for things: to come, Arthur Griffith had in his papers
fregquently urged that something should be done to stop the flow
of insurance premiume out of this country as part of a campaign
to desl with the economic situétion. It always was - the first
plank of Sinn Fein tﬁét everything Irish should be sﬁpported
and that évery effort should be made to keep the monieé‘of the
country circulating around amongst the people and re~employ
these funds to create further industry. He was always very

keen bn trying to solve the problem of how to retain that
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£5,000,000 of‘insuranée premiums which were baing annually

- exported from the country.' One of his biggest supporters in
that direction was Mr. M.W. O'Reilly, whb became the founder
of an Insurance Society st a later stage. 48 can be seén fron
the following history of events, lMichael Collins, Doctor Jim
Ryen, Liam Tobin, Ramon de Valera, the late Dick. Coleman,
Michael Staines and myself became the prime movers in bringing
this idea to fruition. The following extract from the history
of the New Ireland Assurance Company is, therefore, relevant

to this story:

"While the formation of an Irish concern to compete with

thé foreign companies and societies which had almost a

monopoly of Irish assurance had long been advocated by

Sinn Féin, and while tentative plans had often been discussed,

all who have supplied information for the compilation of this

narrative? are agreed that the moving SQirif in the formetion
= , of NEY IRELAND was Mr. M.W. O'Reilly, the present Managing

Director of the Compsny. When he was interned in Frongodh

in 1916, after taking his shere &In the fighting of Baster

leek, Mr. 0'Reilly often discussed the project witﬁ Zroups

of his fellow prisoners, including Michael Collins and Dr.

Jim Ryen, Lthﬂ-_f@ﬂ&&eﬁﬁzﬁimﬁugiu_éﬁ;uuliw;x,)'beth of whom

afterwards gave great help in getting the scheme actually

into operation. Towards the end of August, however, Hr.
0'Reilly was transferred from Fromgoch to Reading Jail,
where he remasined Till his relesse at Christmas 1¢16; and
during that time nothing further was done in the matter. . In
January 19217, he was again in touch with Michael Collins,
who was then showing his mettle as Becretary of the Mational
Aid association.’ Collins was so satisfied with Hr. O'Reilly's
ideéé that he was emphatic iIn encouraging him to translate
- them into action, and promised to rendér every assisltance

in his power.

¢

-
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"Wp, O'Reilly, like not & few who fought in the Rising,.
found when he came back to Dublin that the position he
had occupied before Easter Week, was no longer availsble
to him. His former emplcyer, however,.offered him sn

alternative post.

"As this would hsve taken him to Belfast, and thus would .
héve interfered with his plane for the formation of a new
Assurance Society, he declined it. | In any case, he was

anxious to get a more intimate knowledge of the insurance

-business of the Friendly Collecting Societies. Conseguently,

be approached Mr. T.P. Kelly, Dublin Secretary of the Royal

o

‘Liver Friendly Bociety (res—fesmbee—iweid=) who put hinm in

* touch with the Enniscorthy District agent of the Roysl

: T o
Liver Society, whose interest Mr. O'Reilly promptly =

purchased, Before transferring with his CTamily to

Enniscorthy, Mr. 0'Reilly agasin discussed his project with
Michael Collins who showed a growing interest in it amd
renewed his promise of assistance, which he carried into
effect shortly afterwards. Ileantime, operating in the
Enniscorthy Districi for the Royal Liver Society, Mr.
0'Reilly renewed his acguaintance with Dr. Ryan, who was then
in practice-in‘Wexford town, and who showed that he had not
lost the interest which he had evinced in Frongoch.in the
idea of creating an Irish organisation to deal with Irish
insurence. Dr. Byan constantly urged him to get ahead

with his project.

"On the Saturday prior to the opsning of Feis Charmsn, the
Wexford County Feis, which was held in BEnniscorthy at

¥hitsuntide 1917, occurred the meeting which may be gaid to

" have definitely decided the establishment of NEW IRFELAKD,

Collins, true to his promise, had interested Tfour of his
friends in the scheme; and along with some other Volunteers,

three of them, namely, Frank Thornton, Liém_Tobin and
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ldichael Staines, trévélled down to Enniscorthy for the

Feis, which was then locked upon as one of the biggest Irish-
Ireland events of the year. The fourth member of thefgroup
was Dick Coleman, who had been unable to travel. AlLl these
men had tsken part in the Insurrection of 1916. Frank
Thorntoﬁ, Ligm Tobin and Dick Coléman having been only Jjust
released from Dartmoor and Portland Prisons. The three

who made the Journey called at the shop of Mr. T.D. Sinnott,
over which Mr. 0'Reilly had = flat, and inguired for the
latter. The nécessary introductions having been effected,
the visitors broached the business which they had come from
Dublin %o discuss; and Hr. O'Reilly experisnced the delight
of feeling that the project to which he had devoted so nwuch

time snd thought was at last on the way to becoming a reality

Dr. Ryan joined the party shortly afterwards, and the five

" young men spent hours discussing the scheme in all its

bearings - pogsibiljties, difficulties, dangers, and
ultimate purpose. The upshot of the! talk was a definite
decision t0 go ahead, all present pledging their assistance

and undertaking to help in providing the necessary financs.

"From ﬁhat'moment the establishment of the NEW IEELANb was
assured. The nexi big move, however, was not made until

the end of the year, though a great deal of preparatory
work._and much useful propaganda had been done in the interval
The meoting at which the formal resoluiions wore passed
directing the launching of the Society and providing for its
future managemmnt, was held on 5th January ié%él The
presence at this meeting of Hr. de Valera, who had a few
months belfore been unanimously elected President.of Sinn
Fein, indicated the importance wiich the leaders of the
Hation had begun to attach to wresting the insursnce business
of the country from the foresign firms which not merely drew

Irish money away for.gxpenses and profits, but slso invested

-
»
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cutside the country all the great funds bullt up by the
premiums of Irish policyholders. Mr., de Valera, who
proposed Mr. O'Reilly for the chair, took an active part

in the discussions which ensued.

"Tt is worth while reproducing the minutes of that historic
meeting just as they were signed by Mr. Stéings, who
presided af the next ﬁeeting, held aAfortnightAlater.
Here they are:
Saturday, 5th January, 1918.
"The first meeting of those interested in the formation
of a Collecting Society took place on this date, the
5th Januwary, lglé. Those present thereat were: Micheael
7. Staines, Michael W. 0'Reilly, Richard Coleman, Frank

;Thornton, William Tobin, Eamonn J. Duggan, Eamonn de Valera,

George J. Hesbitt, John Murphy.

"It was proposed that M.W. O'Reilly should take the chair and,

after a discussion resolved:

'That a Collecting Society to be called the New
Ireland Assurance Collecting Society be formed!'.
"The proposed rules of the.Society be drawn up by M.W.
O'Reilly and submitted for the meﬁbers' approval at a

future meeting;

‘"The following formed the first Committee of Management:

Michael J. Staines, Dr. James Ryan, Williem Tobin,
Richard Coleman, Michael W. 0'Reilly, Frank Thornton and
Daniel MoAllister.‘ Two Trustees were elected: George J.

Nesbitt and Dr. James Ryan.

"The position of Treasurer to the Society was filled by
Michael J. Staines, who was proposed by HMichael W. O'Reilly
and secoﬁded by Richard Coleman ahd elected unanimously.
For the position of Secretary, Michael W. O'Reilly was
proposed by;Michael J. Staines, seconded by William Tobin

and elected unénimously.
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"The next meeting was fixed for Saturday, the

19th January, 1918, st 8 o'clock.

(Bignedy Michael J. Staines.

19th January 1918", |

As‘I have stated, the New Ireland Assurance Collecfing
Society ceme into being on 5th Jenuary 1918, I was appointed
Divisional Inspector for the Society for Louth, Monaghan,
Cavan, Longford, Armagh, South Armagh and Down. Liam Tobin
was gppointed in charge of the Cork aress, and Dick Coleman
for Dublin County. Iy reeson for bringing in this matter et
this stage is thet while seriously undertsking this Jjob of
ereatiné an organisation to get control of insursnce in Ireland,
st the same time we were using this organisation in its early
stages as m cover fof our genersl activities in organising the
Volunteers. As Insurance Cfficiaels both Tobin, Coleman and I
- - had an excellent cover for our activifies in the wvarious arseas
over which we wers tperating. In addition, every man appointed
to any position of trust in the new Insurance Coppany was a
Volunteer and, in this way, we paved the way to setting up a
very important Intélligeﬂce Orgenigetion and provided a vary
gopd cover for all ovur activities wherever we went.
At a later stege, when it was decided to léunch the D&il
®ireann Loan, our men played a very important paft all over the
dquntry in collecting funds, end our Head Office at 56
- Bachelor's Walk was one of the main calling ststions for people
coming to Dublin to depoeit DALl Loan money. It was during

this period that I first met the late Tom Cullen, who was Acting
Quartermaster General, Tom's office at the timeAbeihg at 382,
Bachelor's Walk, which was being used as 8 Quartermaster's
Distributing Station. At the New Ireland offices, officials

had often to remain late at night dealing with matters erising

out of the D4il ZLoan. One of the most enthusiastic workers in
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that connection was a Mise HMaura 0'Kelly. Not alone did
she fit in dealing with the D4il Loan, but also was always
resdy to receive parcels of arms smmunition end have them.
sent to their proper destination. The late Joe 0'Reilly,
who was personglly attached to Michael Collins as an aide-

de-camp, was & regular csller every day at the office. Lir.

-‘Daithy ¢ Donnchadha called regllarly at the office to collect

the gold which had been deposited during the day for D’ail
Mreann. He was escorted wither by myself or by Tom Cullen

on all occasions. Mr., Daithi ¢ Donnchadha was Hichael

Collins's chief Finance Officer.

Barly in 1918, the .famous South Armagh Flection took
place and Volunteers from Dublin, Clare, Louth, Dundalk, Down
and Monsghan etc. all moved in to hélp in the general
organisation of the elections. These elections were not
merely political, they were national in their outlook, and
every effort was made to0 get our men in. Doctor Pat McCartan
was the candidate on this particular occasion and was
defeated alfter a very tough election,

About this time three men were on hunger sirike in
Dundalk Gaol, Seamus 0'Neill, Tipperary, iichael Béennan of
Clzare, and Sean Tfeacy of Tipperary. These three men wers
outétanding mén in their ovn areas znd it was felt,
particularly by the Tipperary men, that every effort should
bs mede to get them out of geol as it Waé coﬁsideredithat
their loss would be a very serious blow to their respective
areasg. I wae approached on the matter and, having formulated
8 plén to rescue thém, gubmitted it fo G.H.Q. Lor approval.

I was, howevser, insiructed by F.H.G. that under no
circunstances was I to attempt 4o carry out the plan, as they
felt that the sifuation was such that they could not afford
to have men on the run all around the country, as pilans wihich

were being Tormulated Lor the continuation of the Light were

v
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not yet completed. I conveyed this decision to the Tipperary

s mgn, who appeared to be very dissatisfied with it, but, as far
ags I was concerned, I could do nothing further in thg matter..
On the following Saturday nigh+%, however, I decided theat at
least we could do something to draw public attention to these
hunger strikes; end, accordingly, I mobilised all the South
Down, Southlgrmagh and North Louth Volunteers, and we parsaded
through the town, completely encircling the gaol, to the
: consternation of the prison authorities,. and then proceeded to
march back down Abne 8t. towards Clanbrassil Street. I receivel
a dispatch, however, from one of the Volunteers-to the effect
that the military had turﬁed out and wers holding the end of
Clanbrassil St. with one line of soldisrs kneeling at the
Cready with fixed bayonets and the other standing behind tﬁem.
On merching down the street, however, I spotted Peter Hughes,
who was then Chairmaen of the Urban District Council, and I
called him over and got him to fgll iﬁ beside me,” informing
him that we were going to hold g vrotest meeting in the dguare,
. and that I wanted him to preside, e kept on marching, and fo
be quite honest about the matter, I was in a.terrible Jam,
becauge I didn't know what'the military were going to do, and
at the same time, I reslised that there waéﬂonly one thing
for us to do and that was %0 keep on marching right into them,
'as any attempt to halt or to disperse the men would result
in probably a bayonet cha?ge or something even w&rse. As
stated, we kept on marching, and as we got just up to the
military, an order was given to open ranks and we wore iet
march through. We marched into the Sguare and formed a hollow
; square on the outside part, allowing the crowd to come inside
and secured a hackney car as a plaﬁﬁorm. District Inspector -
Norris did everything he possibly could ;ofprevent ug holding
the meeting, even threatening us with baton charges, beyvonet
charges, etc., but we were adament in our determination-to
carry on and had taken a lot of vprecautions to protect our-

selves and the crowd, if necessary, as we had in our ranks
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sections of men armed with batons snd about fifty men with
revolvers. However, the protest meeting went  of f undisturbed
and we held the sguare until sbout midnight that night when

all the R.I.C. and military had cleared away.

The week after thils incident I left Dundalk one afternoon
in a Ford car driven by John McGuill. We went out the main
Belfast Road and visited various units in South Down and into
South Armagh, coming back a completely different road through
Crbssmaglen, it is'rather remarkable that-later that night,

before we returned, an identically similar Ford car,driven by

*

by the Belfast/Dublin road when the R.I.C. opened fire on it
snd killed Murphy. District-InSpector'Norris at the inguest
completely lost higs head and practically sdmitted that it was

our car that he thought'he was holding up..

A-few weeks afterwards; 'this-was now February 1918, I
returned from Crossmaglen at about'5 of/clock in the merning,
feeling very tired, but was rudely awakened at about 8 o'clock
by Dan. Breen. Dan had comé up to Dundalk with a message for
Sean Treacy, who was still on hunger strike in Dundslk Prison.
His object in coming to me was to see if I could arrange to
get him in to see Sean as a relative of his. Being an old
resident of the gaol myself, and knowing the Governor, I
-deci@ed ihet I would go up and try to arrsnge a visit. Dan
decided to accompany me. We walked down Park St. and when we
got to the Square, 0ld John HeGuill, who was sitting on a
barrel outside his son's publichouse, called me over. O01d
MeGuill was a find type of man.and wore a very long beard.

He told me to $ell that young man.ﬁﬂgﬁ'was with us (Breen) to
look out for himself, -as the Sﬁatiﬁn Detective Sergeaﬁt had
been cycling up and down the town all morning, and that when
he saw Dan Breen and I coming down Park Street, he im@ediately

cycled back towards Ann St. Barracks. I warned Déﬁ}?and when

P}
v
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a we arrived outside Ann S8t. Barracks, about twenty R.I.C. rushed
out. Dan, thiﬁking it was himself they were going to
arrest, attempted to pull a gun, but they ignored Dan and,
instead, they arrested me and frog-marched me into the barracks.
I think Dan gave.up.the idea of a visit after this incident.
later on in the day I was walked up to the'Sfation with a big
escort of R.,I.C., @s no hackney man or motor driver in the
town would drive me to the Station. The people were
definitely hostile to the R.I.C, everywhere, and on the way
to the Station, unfortunately for the R.I.C., we ran into
hundréd and hundreds of school-children coming out from the
National schools. They all formed up around us singing,
and marched to the Rallway Station with us, to the

embarrassment of the R.I.C.
|

When I arrived at Belfast Gaol, my old pal‘Sam Heron

was there and one or two others whose names I can't remember

at the moment. We all immediately went on hunger-strike,

but on this occasion a notice was posted in each céll, warning

T ' prisoners thaﬁ they were going on hunger strike at their own
risk, and that no prisoner would be released, no matier how
béd he was. However, we continued with the hunger strike,
which went on for about twenty-three or twenty-four days.
In the meantime, however, negotiations had taken place outside,
between Austin Stack and the British authorities, on the
question of political treatment fgr prisoners, and an agreement
was arrived et. On receipt ‘'of instructions from Stack, we
went off hunger stiike. I was removed to Dundalk Gaol two
days afterwards. There was quite an assembly of well-known
people in Dundalk Gacl at that particular period; Terry
MeSwiney, Sedn Treacy, Mick Brennan of Clare, Mick Colivet of
Limerick, Frank and Leo Henderson, Dick McKee, Dublin, Paddy
Sweeney of‘Dublin, Ben Eickey of Tipperary, Oscar Traynor of

Dublin, Dinnie Lyons of Kanturk, John Brady of Midleton,
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Tommy TFoley from K%rry,‘Liam Malone of Westport, Tommy
Ketterick of Westport, Charlie Gavin, Westport, Tom Hehir of
Ennis, Joe Reid of Westport, Seamus 0'Neill, Tipperary, Paddy
0'Keeffe, Clare, T.P. Sulliven, Kerry, Jiwm Leddon of Limerick,

Jim McInerney, Limerick, John O'Brien, Killaloe, Ernie Elythe,

‘Diarmuid Lynch (Cork}.

Very éoon after iy arrivgl at Dundalk Gaol; elections
were held, and an 0/C., Adjutent and General Staifl tc conduct
the affairs of the prieoners were elected., Mick Bfennan of
Ciare was elected Q/C. I was Adjutant, Terry McSwiney, Dick
McKee, Sean Treacy, Frank Henderson, Oscer Traynor and
Diarmuid Lynch were eslected aé staff. Inter-wing rivalry was
encouraged, and it wasn't long until the Handball Chémp;bnship
of the prigon was being fought out against the gaeble end wall

of one of the wingsg..

During the election for the various officers, election
meetings were held by the supporiters of the various nominées,
and some very rousing scenes t ook place when gttempts were
made by one side or the other to break up some particular

meeting. The weapong used, in a lot of instances, were

" potato stalks which were secursed from the garden.

The serious end of events was deeglt with by the helding
of lectures on tactics, preparation for ambushes, and

instructions to officers on the procedure to be adopted should

. conscription be passed by the' British Government. .The brains

behind the éceﬂes in 811 these‘lectures, arrangements ang
instructions was Dick ilcKee. Dick was a wonderful personality
and, without eny gquestion, was accepted as an authority and
. Hou
one whose opinion could be ascted on without hesitation. He'
elabora%ed a simple bpt a'very complete scheme iﬁ every detail,
for our escape from the prison in the eévent of conscription

being passed. Every detail was gone into and arrangements

were made with the locel 0/C. at Dundalk, to have lorries
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ready on an arranged dste, so that the priéoners could be
brought to their various destinations. Every'maﬁ in the
prison received his instructions as to the Brigade he was to
rebdrt to, in the event of his not being able to reach his

own area. The first part of the plan.was to &ecure revolvers.
from cuiside, if at all possible, and, after an examination
of the whole situation, we found that this was possible owing
to the sysfem obtaining in the prison as regards visits, The
visiting system in Dundglk Gaol was éo lax that we were able
to get all the revolvers we requireQ into the gael. Four
vigitors came in at a time to visit fbur'prisoners and, with
just a low partition between the prisoners and the visitors, !
it was Quite easy to pass the revolvers écroés the top of the
partition. The Warder usually stood at the door. Of course,
on occasions like that, one or other of the prisoners engaged
the Warder in conversation for some t{ine, and distracted his
aftention while the necessary transfers were effected. after
conscription was called off, these revolvers were again bassed
out of the prison in the same fashion. This was Dick McRee's
great idea and, as I have already stated, it was he prepared
the plan for the escave from the prison. w?he plan was a simple
ons. The Guardroom was right across the §a§Sage in the main
hall from the visiting reom. There wes a flying sentry up amd
down the hall, and during the daytime there were no other
guards posted. The arrangements were that, on the selécted day
the four visitors coming in would be armed, and the four
prisoners going oubt to meet them wouid likewise be a rmed, and
when the visit was over,'the visitors going out would dGisarm
vhe guard in'the hall, and the prisoners would rush the Guard-
room. Individual prisoners were detailed fOr various Jjobs,
guch aslcutting the t elephone wires, etc. As conscription was
ebandoned, the job was called off and, as I said before, the

revolvers were again wassed oul.

About March 1918, Nr. Disrtuid Iynch received a
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. _ notification from the British authorities to the effect that
he was being deported to America as an undesirable American
‘citizen. He applied for permission to get® married before
he was deported, but this permission was refused. We.had a
long consultation on this matter and, as a.result, arrangements
were made with the local Volunteer O/C at Dundalk, Jim Toal,
to arrange with one of the Curates in St. Patrick's Church
that he should make the necessary arrangements to marry
Diarmuid in Dundalk Gaol without the permission of the
authorities. My sister, Nora Thornton, and Mrs., Terry
McSwiney who were up and down to Dundalk on visits_to us, werse
the couriers between Dublin and Dundalk, and made the necessary
arrangements with the bride~to-be, Miss Kathleen M. Quinn.
On the arranged date a party arrived, with the priest from
Dundalk, to visit Mick Breannan, Dick McKee, Diarmuid Lynch
and mysélf. ' The name of the priest was Rev. A, Ryan. An
examiﬁation of the Marriage Register at St. Patrick's,Dundélk,
"» _ gives the following information: | ‘

wTHIS IS TO CERTIFY that it appears from the Register

of Marriages in the Parish of Dundalk, that

DIARMUID LYNCH
and
KATHLEEN M. QUINN

were lewfully married in St. Patrick's Parish, Dundalk,

according to the rite of the Catholic Church, on the

24th day of April, A.D, 1918, the WITNESSES being

MICHAEL BRENNAN
and

CARMELL' QUINN.
Officiating Priest: REV. A. RYAN.

Marriage noted as contracted in & private place”.

The foregoing Certificate of Marriage was issued on the l4th

o " Janvary 1951, and signed by Joseph MacEvoy, Adm,
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The Priest, Father A. Rysn, Kathleen Quinn, and her ‘

sister, Carmel, were on one side of the partition, and the

-four cof us were on the other. My Job on that particular

occesion was_ts'méke_sﬁre thet the Warder did not interfere
in the event of his noticing anything strange. IHowever, the
nacessity fer any action in that direction did not arise. The
Priest simply put his arms around the two of them and sppeared
to be carryirg on a very private conversation, and ¥n the
process, married them. Hichael Brennen, Camp 0/C., was best
man end Carmel Quinn the bridesmaid.,  Later on thet night,

the Priest brought in the Register under his coat and fook it
around to the cellS for the best mgn's signalure. On the
following morning Mick Brennan, /0., and myself wenit down

to see the Governor. e informed him that we hed bad news

for him, and his reply was that he couldn't see how we could
have bad news for him, that he was the one vho could have bad

news for us, Te told him that Diarnuid had bPeen married the

- previous day, without his knowledge or permission. He Jumped

"up from his chair shouting "Impossible", "Impossible",

"Impossible". However, we advised him to go down to St.
Patrick's and examine the Register, which he did, I understand,
Two days afterwards, at sbout 7 o'clock in the evening,
Diarmuid was taken out of his cell to be deported. e,
however, had warned the Volunteers outside to keep & lookout
on The Crescent, and await an azreed signal which would
indicate to those outside that Diarmuid was being removed.
They immediately notified-all and sﬁndry in the town, and

the result was that when Diermuid arrived at the Station,

half the population of Dundalk was there o send him off.

In & recent publication by Bob Bfenné;hig‘thé daily
rress, apout the time of Diarmuid Lynbh‘s death; he referred
to the fact that Diarmuid was married in ¥ount joy Prison, and
that on his arrival &t Dublin he was met by Zamon de Valera

and others, The fact is thet, when the police escort brought
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Diarmuid from Amiens S5t. Station and put him into the Black

Maria, Mick Collins and Harry Boland were there and insisted

on getting into the Black ilaria with Diarmuid ard his wife

and went up as far ag «Arbour Hill with them. Hic wife had
also met him at.thelstetion. The foliowing week he was
deported, and his wife, although she made several attempis to
get away, only succeeded in reaching England, where she was
held up and got very rough treatment, I umierstand. After
the marpriage in Dundalk, we made a collection from éll the
prisoners and Lirs. Terry Mcsﬁiney-arranged to buy e gilver
salver and to have the names of all those in the prison
inscribed on it. +This was done and it was presented to

Diarcuid subsscuently; it is at present in the possessien

of nis wife.

As I mentioned earlier, a certain amount of rivalry took
place between the prisoners of the various wings, in sport, &c.
and our particulsr wing decided to issue a weekly Journal.
This Jjournmal was called "The Truﬁh”. On each side were the
words "Rough" - "Tough" and, undernesath that, "A Journal of
uncommon sense". This journal, which‘wés written by cquite a
nurber of us, was very voluble in its criticisms of the
general appearance, actions, characteristics, etc. of each
and every menier of the prison, but it was good fun. The last
copy of this Journal to be issued was taken out by Long John
Quinn, a prisoner whe was relessed early in 1218, and who
wag a lino-type operator in the "Dunfalk Examiner". Luinn's
firet action on being releazsed was %o set up the last €dition
of this paper and he had about twenty cogieslof it printed.

It was about the size of "The Spark', and a copy of the

paper is at present in the 1916 section of the Huseum,

It was about thiz veriod that a serious row took place
in Belfast Gaol., Although we got the runblings of it in

Dundalk, nothing occurred there--to disturb the ordinsry
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routine, because the authorities made no attempt to bresgk
their agreemeﬁt With us. The Belfast strike was of very
serious proportions and one wing of the gaol'ﬁas virtually
wrecked, the prisoners being hosed on several occasions, but:
finally the authorities gave way and peace was again restored
there. About the middle of June we were all shifted from
Dﬁndalk Prison to Belfast. WNothing of_any great consequence
occurred for the ghort period I was in Belfest, and I was

released on the 15th August 1918.

i‘remember'that morning well; it Was a lovely Summer
morning and I was looking forward to enjoying a couple of days
with some'friends at Belfast, but immediately I got outside
the wicket gate of the prison I was touched on the shoulder
by an R.I.C. Inapector whb read out a Deportation Order aigned
by Mr. Shortt, the Chief Secretary. This order étated that
I was guilty of some élot with the Germans and, as a.

consequence, I was to be deported from Irelend. T was brought

to the Station in a Black Maria and sent on to Arbour Hill.

After a few days inrﬂrbour Hill, a sergeant, a corporal and
twenty men of the Welsh Fusiliers escorted me from Arbour
Hill to a London NWorth Western Cargo Boat at the North Wall.
We were put down between decks and had a very fough crossing,
all my guard getting sick, and I was the dnly one who did not
get sick. We were on'our way t©0 Reading Prison and I remember
well it was a Saturday. After an uneventful journey on the
Meil train we arrived at EBuston Station in the small hours of
Sunday morning and we immediately went by lorry to Paddington
Station. On arrival at Paddington Station I was maréhed over
to a huge Y.M.C.A. hut. It was fitted out as a Station
restaurant. for troops and was fully 30 yds. in length. . .I was
put sitting at & table just inside the door on the left as‘ir
went in, and all the tropps'proceeded up to the counter for
breakfast.l I was only sitting there for less than half a

minute, when a very tallfiady,'in a very haughty fashion,
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' ordered me out of the hut and told me that only soldiers were

'.l

gllowed in there. Naturally I obsesyed and, on going outside,
loocking to my right, I saw an uanderground tube station. I
remembered I was atill carrying monsy. I went as rapidly as I ¢
could towards the tube station, but not too rapidly so as not

to attract any ettention, but, to my consternation, on arriging
at the tube entrance I found it locked. It was only then it
dawned on me that the tubes did not start running until 9 o'clod
onka Sunday morning. My only other means of escape was to come
back again pest the hut and then on to the other end of the
platform, but before I reached the hut, the sergeant and the
corporal came running out looking for me, end I immediately
kicked up a terrible row, complaining that I was thrown out of
the hut by this lady, and of course they accepted my story

and went in & kicked up hell. If I had only héd the good
fortune to have turned left instead of right I was gone, and
knowing a bit about London, it would have been‘very diffiecult
for anybody to ﬁave recaptured me.

\., ' r b
After we had breakfast I was brought over to g Walting

Room, But no further chence presented itself of geting away.
Firally we boarded the train for Reading and errived there some
time about 10 o'clock. There was no conveyance at the Station
to bring us to the prison, end we started o walk. ?bout half-
way to the Prison the Sergeant suggested that it wouldn't be @
bad idea if we all went into one of the 1ldcal pubs and had 8
drink. ¥Mith this I readily agreed, and we went into the Blue
Lion.‘_I couldn;t tell you the name of the road it is on,

but it is about halfway to the prison from the Station. As a
métter of fact we had three drinks there. The Sergeant stood
a'drink, the Corporél stood aldrink and Ilstqod a drink, and,
of course, all the time at the back of my mind was "soﬁel .*
opportunity might present itself of getting away'. ‘Howeﬁe;i
%hat didn't hsppen, and we finally arrived at the Gaol. Most

Bnglish prisons are built on s height overlooking some mgin
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| road or some road of importance, and there is a driveway up
a from the mein road to the entrance gate on the height, and it
was the same in Resding. We marched up this avenue to the
magin -entrance and the Sergeant rang the bell. A little grid
opened on the front gate, the Sergeant snnounced: "A prisoner
from Ipeland", the gateman inside simply shouted out: e
don't take prisoners here on a Supday"'and slammed the grid.
This happened eseveral times and, finally, the $ergeant turned
‘to me and said: "®hat are we going to do?" I said: "I think
we'd better go Péck to the pub", so we all sbout~turned and
started.to move off again towards the pub end had actually
reached the entrance of the Drive up to the gaol when a car
pulled up and a man got out who later turned out to be the
Governor. He asked what all the trouble wéa about and, on
being informed by the Sergeant that he had brought a prisoner
from Irelend and had been refused admittance to the Gaol,
the Covernor instructed him vo come bgcﬁ%%hd he would fix é;
the whole matter. Weli, what struck me as very funny wes thsat,
% having succeeded in getting me into the Geol, each and every
one of that guerd were expressing their regret to me for
having succeeded in getting me intp the Gaol and wisﬂed me the
best of luck. RBach and every one of them solemnly shook hands
with me. However, I had arrived at Reading end found quite &
number that I knew who had arrived there before me. ZAmongst
' them were the late Walier Cole, Frank Fahy, Frank McGuinness,
Willie Cosgrave, Doctor Dick Hayes, Joe licDonagh, Ned licDonsagh,
Ned Fieming, Paddy Cshill of Tralee, Dinnie Daly of Cghir-
civeen, Jim Fleming of‘Cork; Larry Ginnell, M.P. I was only
in the Gaol about & fortnight when it was decided to elect
a Camp Commandant Qnﬂ I was picked for the pesrticular Jjob.
I immediately started to alter the rules and regulations that

were then operating. Now, we weren't prisoners in the ordinary

sense of the word; we were simply people devnorted from Irelend

and detained in Reading, and yet the authorities, for their
: N
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own convenience, had started to lock us up at 6 o'clock at
night. We objected wery strenuously to this, but got nowhere
with the protest, Of course, this we;s only one of the things
we objected to. Einglly we sSent in & list of our demands
and, on their being refused, we all adjourned to the top
landing #n our wing, bringing all the food we had, clothes,
bed boards, filled all the fire buckets with clesan water, and
then barricaded {he stalircese. Finally, the Governor gave in
and our cells were left open day and night ﬁntil we were
finally released in 1919, Prisoners like ourselves werse
always lcooking around for some new fow to start, and the next
move wae to demand civilian clothes. W®e were, in fact,
wearing our own civilian clothes, but our contention was that
88 we were there on British Govermnment. business, in other

words, being detasined by them, there was no reason why we

‘should wear out our own clothes, but, of course, this demand

wag turned down..

I should have stated earlier that in the next wing to us
were Gebman'prisoners of war, not s¢o much prisoners of war as
Germans who had béen arrested on their wey home and hed been
picked up in Engleand. They were a very decent crowd of
fellows and 2t certain times we slipped in and hed discussions
with them and swapped eggs and other things for different
things they had. Finally.we got érom them g, lot of things
like ropes, twines, needles, sacking needies, vax end, knives,
etc. One thing we got was the loan of a large teilor's
sbissobs, E0 we decided that we would héve a parade. We
picked on three of the prisoners and we got them to lie down w
with legs and arms outstretghed on the dark blue blankets. |
We chalked them out on this; cut out a pattern of a suit,
sewed it up on the-edges, cut it in the middle and.madé coats
and trousers. On the next occasiogﬁwent to ses the Governor
we were accompanied by these three priscners in their latest

model suits. The Governor was horrified and made sll sorts

i
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of protests and we informed him that unless we got the clothes

’\

that we demsnded we would continue with our programme. s
promiéed to get in touch with the Honie Cffice inmmediately

and in about ten days'he got & letter which he mis-read and
the next thiﬁg we knew was that three of four contractors from
the town of Resding were in taking ouf messurements for suits
of clothes. We insisted on the best VWolsey underclothes,
shirts, ties, and even overcogts each. These were all
gupplied immediately, and about a fortnight afterwards, I wss
sent for very hurriedly by the Governor one moruning and he
brought me into a room ;djoining his own and shﬁwed me huge
bales--of clothing which had arrived from London -~ the old
"Martin Henry's". The Goﬁernor, as I said before, had-
mis-read his instructions end had understood that he was to
get the stuff locally,-while iﬁ actual fact, they mesnt in
London that they were éendinéﬂit down. ¥e had what we wanted
and we wouldn't give them up. I don't know how he fixed the
* metter up afterwards with his own guthorities, but, as far as

s we were ‘concerned, we didn't very much mind.

We next started to make preparations for the inaugural
meeting of DAil ﬁireann.following the 1918helections.
Three of us wrote home in the ordinary course of events and
one asked for a piece of ﬁhite, another a piece of orange
and anofher a piece of green poplin, all asking for the same
size. These pieces duly arrived and we sewed them together.
7e next secured g 1oné piece of wood from the Geh@%ha in the
next wing and made two receptacles for it which could be
fitted to a windbw,-through the brolen pane of gless. in any
of the windows in the cells on the top floor. We now had
everything ready for the day on which the firet meeting of
D4il ¥ireann would take place in Irelend. We were able, of
coursé, to get the papers, and we knew the dete, so, on the

2lst. January 1919, everything was ready. e got our pole

s

in position outside my cell window and we hauled the tricolour
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up at sbout 12 o'clock. We took every precaution to guerd

all the approaches to that cell. 1Indeed, I believe nyselfl,
that the flag must have been flying there for cuite & long
time before anyone in the géol saw it, but I understand, from
what the Governﬁr told me afterwards, that people in the town
were protesting asbout this flag flying overrthe gaol fof
hours befobe the Governor himself even knew apout it. The
only approach on to the roof on our wing was through a trap
door on the top landing, and they had to come up the main
staircase vhich we held. 1 think myself that the Governor and
the Warders didn't know what to do, and, in any event, felt
that they wouldn't bBe able to deal with the position if they
tried to use Torce, so they let things alone. At sundown

we heuled down the colours and we hid the flag and, 1
understand, that fleg was bBrought home to Dublin, but I reézz&

don't know where it is now.

¢

One of the daiiy routineé at Reading was Irish language
classes in the mornings. As far as possible, all the Irish
prisoners spoke Irish as much as they could; and only usgd an
English word when fhey got stuck, 50 that by the time we left
Reading, most of us could have got the Fainne. Frank Fahy
was particulerly helpful to all the prisoners by his
instructions on Irish, and the general approach he made to
teaching us the language. O©f course, each and every one of
us had a fair good smattering of it before that, but our
long period in Reading considerebly improved it. éverything
was readj for an escape from Reading. We had rope ladders.
We were able to get up and down on %o the flat roof with an ee
easy drop down into the street and we had a fair amount of
monsgy. We informed Dublin of our intentions through'tne ege
bog mail; this, as ﬁou‘gnow, was using the o0ld egg box,
putting the dispatch underneath the cardboasrd bottom of the
box snd getting back the answer the same way; with the next

consignment of eggs. However, we were instructed to do
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nothing, but to await further word from Dubiin before we should
move. We couldn't gquite understand why this should be; but it
was only afterwards, when we heard of Eamon_de VSlera, Sean
McGarry, and Sean Milroy escaping from Lincoln that we
understdod, because, had we'proceeded with our Jjob, wé certainly
would have spoiled their chances of getting away. wWe wers
released from Readipg in March 1919, I think it was the 8th

iMarch, and returned to Dublin.

I immediately reported for duty to Mick Collins and was
instructed to report to Dundalk in connection with a job that
was to be carried out there -~ 2 raid for Ulster Voluntesr aerms
at éallyédmond Castla. I was then on thé organising staff
of G.H.GQ. which was controlled by Michael Collins. The raid on

Ballyedmond Castle was organised betweenithe Louth, South
Armagh, and Sﬁuth_Down Brigades. This job waes to have been
éarriéd out early in 1918, bu% the arrest of almost the complete
battalion staffs of the units concerned, at that period,
necessitated the postponement of the project. It was decided
that & certain amount of camouflage would have to take place td
carry out the job successfully, as Basllyedmond Castle, the
mansion of Col. Nugent, wes situsted on the north shores of
Carlingfoﬁd Lough, near Rostrevor. Most of the Louth men were
ordered to Carlingford and Omeath, where guite a number of boats
had been procured end they crossed the Lough by this means.
Fraenk Aiken and his men came down over the mountains from
Cemlough, to a selected rendezvous, while the Newry men came
along the lower road. We brought a half dozen c¢srs from
Dundalk through NNewry, Werrenpoint, Rostrevor, etc. As soon as
zero hour had errived, and 21l Volunteers had taken up their
posts, everything that came along any of the roads was allowed
insiée the cordon, but nobody, neither motorist, cyclist nor
anyone else was allowed out. One of the methods of preventing
cyclists from seizing their bicycies and making a quick deaesh

away; ﬁas to take the valves out of the bicycle wheels.
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We entered the building through the kitchen at the rere
by smashing & window and'searched the house from cellar to
garret without finding anybody. Eventually Frank Aiken pulled
victorious Col. Nugent out from undernesth a bed. This man had
boasted publicly-on a number of occasions tHat if any of these
8inn Fein Volunteers came along to his place that he would make
things very hot for them. However, he was a very insignificant
guiet little man on thaet occasion. We foﬁnd the rifles and
gmmunition in the basement, but the haul wss disappointing.

As far as my memory eerves me, I think there were abput o0
rifles, about 100 sﬁotguns, various sizes of pistols and a
fairly substantial quantity of ammunition for all srms. We
collected all the arms and ammunition, dumped them into the
cars and left the srea immediately by road in the direction of
Newry, went through Wewry to Warrenpoint and on into Co.
Monaghap, where we dumped the stuff, In the meantime, our men

had started to re-cross the Lough, Frank Aiken and his men

_going bsck over the mountains, and all our prisoners were left

to get away the best wey they could. I should have ssid at the

beginning that we had cut sll the lines of communication

‘between Dundaslk and Belfast and Dundalk/Carlingford/Omeath/Warrn

Warrenpoint. . o

2
"I returned. to Dundalk with Joe and Jas. McGuill and Joe

Berrill. I was then staying at Matthews', a small hotel at tie‘
Bridgs Street end of Dundalk. I did not arrive home until )
gbout 4 o'clock in the morning, and the only Mass I could get
t0 was 12;o’clock-in St. Eatrick‘s. The priest was justlabouf
to start preaching the sermon when a Filanna boy knel§~bESida
me and told me to get out quickly, as my dige wers jﬁst 5eing

”

raided. I made my way around by easy stages down to Joe

MeGuill's, "The Bridge House'", but at every crossroad and at

every bridge the military had cordons. In actual fact the town
wasg completely surrounded by military and R.I.C. Joe Berrill,

Jim MeGuill and Joe MceGuill and I spent the day ﬁpstairs in
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in McGuill's house, which is right on the corner of the
bridge overlooking the border, the main rallway line %o
Belfast lying behind it at the end of a long rempart running

down by the river. e stayed there until it got derk and then

‘erossed the back well end, by arrangement with one of the

local units, we got them to fire a few shols over in the
direction of the Castleblayney ﬁoad, very near the railway.
This had the effect of diverting attention in that direction
and the paﬁrol . on the railway bridge started moving in thsat
direction. As soon as they did so we went under the railway
bridge and off into the country in the direction of Co.
Monaghan. Dundalk remained in possession Sf the military

for three dasys, but on the following Tuesday night, kr. Bamon

de Valera arrived there and held a public meeting despite

the attention of the military.

I continued my activities és,orgaﬂiser of the Volunteers
and at the seme time organised for the New Irsland Assurance
Society in Monaghan and also in- Cavan. I contacted Zoin
O'Duffy, the Brigade ¢/C., and Den Hogan, the Brigade AdJutant,
and started on @ reorganiéation s cheme of that brigade right
throughout the county. A&t the same. time, I was operating on
gimilar lines in Cavan and, at week—eﬁds, I ¢ycled from Clones
over to Camlough in South Armagh %o m%ethrank Alken who was
engaged on the reorganisation of that brigade area. I
returned to Dublin on several occasions and, by arrangement
with my own office, and on instructions_from‘Michael Collins,
I went to Longford along with Michael Staines. My Job was to
completely reorganice the.Longford Erigade, We visited all
the wellﬁnown men in Longford,_ahd I remember Michael Staines
and I visiting Sesn McEKeon at his forge in Ballinalee. He was
then Company. Captain of his own 10631 Company. ¥e went inio
the forge and, after the usual introductions; we told McKeon
what we were after, and his reply to us was: "You provide

the rifles and we'll provide the men, and we'll guarantee that
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they fight". 8o on that understanding we proceeded with

our reorganisation. Staines went back to Dublin and Pat

‘Garrett, who had been sent down as whole-time orgeniser, unde:

my control, carried on. The- vhole Brigade Staff was
reorganised and Tom Reddington waes appointed Erigadier,

Sean Connolly, Adjutant, Ned Cooney, Quartermaster. We then
proceeded to reorganise the various battalions. This, K was

a slow and tedious Job, but it was done in a very methodical
fashion and, by the end of 1918, the Brigade was fighting fit.
My Jjob was to convey to the officers and N.C.0s8., in the |
firgt instance, and the men at a later stage, G.H.Q's
decision thaﬁ the fight was now on, and ?hat preparations

had to bhe made immediately to prepare plans for attacks on
eneny barracks, enemy e.e-_%l;rols, etc. One of the first areas
that we psid special attention to was Drumlish. Drumlish
had a very strong barracks which could be described as an
Islgnd Barracks, with roads‘running all round'ith we called
a meeting of the Brigade Council andjeach of the Battalion
Commandants was instructed to go baéﬁ to his own unit,
prepare final plans for an attack on a barracks within their
area, and to report back within a fortnigh%. Thie weather had

been appallingly bad about this périod, and I remember

: é:::::F@mght after night - Seen Reynolds driving me in

g motor-~bike and sidecar, coming in like a snowman. The

‘result was that I developed "Fiu" and, on the night of the

"Brigade Council meeting I was in bed in my dige in the house

of Matthews, who was a_schoolteacher, in the Main 8t, in
Longford. However, the hed was pulled into the middle of

the £loor and the Council 'sat all around the bed where the
plans’ were submitted. I presided at the meeting from the hed.
On that night it was finally deciﬂed t0o attack Drumlish Bks.
and all p%eparations were made., The attack tbok place, but
unfortunately, owing to. one of the ususl mistakes which were

made in those early days, somebody decided that they would

’ -
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use an electric: discharger for the mine that was put in under
the gable end of the barrack wall. The charge didn't go off
and the result was that although the barracks was peppered

for three hours, we had finally to retire from the position.
However,- Sean Connolly made smends for that in the first weelk:
of Janusry 1920, when he attacked Ballinamuck and took it |
inside four minutes, blowing dowm the pable wall and capturing
all the arms and ammunition inside, without one single-
casualty on his side. I would like to pay tribute heré to
Sean Connolly,. because I believe from my expsrience of him
that he was one of the finest soldiers that Longford or asny
other county produced during thav period. He was killed

afterwards, it will be remembered, up in Leitrim. KNy memory

" of the occasion is that he wis surprised in a farmhouse with

five or @ix others, by the auxilisries and, after nggotiations

with them, succeeded in getting them to-allow the civilians
to leave; he then fought it out with the suxilieries until
he and his companions were all killed. I think this was one
of the outstanding incidents of the war and it is worthy of

a- check up.

- -

At this stage in eévery part of the country, Collectors
were out for the D4il Hiresnn Loan. WUalls were being painted
with "Buy D4il Eiresnn Loan" and posters were being put up
all over the pléce. Meetings were held outside Church doors
after Mass, and after one of these, Sesn McKeon was arrested.
I think he remained in gsol unti} some time in thé New Year

of 1920.

In Longford Town we had made a specisl study of the
movements of the R.I.C. between 12 midnight and 3 o'clock in
the morning, and, as a result of our investigations, we -
discovered that at between 1 and 2 o'clock every morning
the R.I.C. retired to their barracks for supper. It was durin;
this hour that we came out in force with peint cens, posters,

etc. Slogans were painted on cement walls, big posters put in
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jnaccessible places and, on the night of the particularly
ﬁigrdrive, Jimmy Hoey of Bray, who was in Longford as my
Superintendent for the New Ireland Assurance Society, took
charge of a special operation. IHe secured three ladders end,
with six men, went to the R.I.C. Barracks in the Maiﬁ Street,

where they plastered the barracks from top to bottom with
large posters "Buy DAil ¥ireann Bonds". It wasn't until some
time late on the following morning that the police discovered
what had happened and by that time every ladder within reach
of the police had been quietly hidden away &0 that thej

couldn't get up to take down these posters.

During my stay in Longford I was never suspected by the
Authorities until the very last minute, because on the first
day I arrived there .with Jim Hoey from Bray, who I had brought

up a8 the local District Menager, our first job was to canvass

‘s Detective Sergeant to teke out a policy with an Irish Company

We -were so convincing in our arguments that the Sergeant was
ell apologies for not being able to help us, &as he frahkly
édmitted that he would love to do it, but he would be afraid
he would be brasnded as a.“Binn.Feiner“. On a later occesion,
after Drumlish, he met me on the street one morning and told
me that he had very bad news for me. He told me that there
was a warrant at the barracks for my arrest but that he had
informed the authorities’ that somebody must have made a
terrible mistake, and had'advised them to again contact Dublin
to have it cleared up. Needless to reﬁark, I dgidn't await
the 1esult of the investigation and dissasppesred into Leitrim.

that aftermoon.

I arrived in Dublin on timevening of the attempt at
Ashtown to assassinate Lord French — the 19th December 1816,
I reported to Vaughan's Hotel and contacted Joe O'Reilly amnd
Tom Cullen. Tom told me that we had to go . immedistely to

88 Phibsboro Road, the home of the Twomeys ~ Eddie, Jack and



i
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Joe Wére in the Volunteers and Statis was in the Cumann na mBan.
r It -appears that gfter Dan Breen was wounded during the attack -
et Ashtown he made his way to 88 Phibsboro Road and, of course,
Mrs. Twomey immediately got in contact with Doctor John Ryan
whs dressed up D;n's.wounQSt The situwetion, however, was not
too secure, as the British militery and police hed started to

gsearch all the houses in that particular ares, on Phibsboro Rd.,
Munster S8t., Leinster 3t., otc.

Tom had secured Joe Hyland with
a taxi and we all went up to No. 88.

I would Jike to record
hrere that Joe Hylend's taxi was used for no other purbose'but

for the I.R.A., he himgelf being an active Volunteer. Tom

* s

Cullen in his capacity as Assistent Quartermasster-Genersl,

1
extensively used the taxi for bringing arms and ammunition from
one oint to another.

™

We arrived at Phibsboro Road snd found that Dan Breen‘was

in such a bad state that we would have to put some sort cof a
L '
L_- ‘

short board from the back seat Lo the windscreen so that his
lege could be kept high. After great difficulty, we fixed Dan

up as comfortably es we ecould, and, at that particular stage,
the British had arrived at the end of Phibsboro

Road,

coming up
in our direction. With Joe O0'Reilly inside and

Tom snd I

on
pach of the running boards, we left in & hurry;

<sand went up in
the opposite direction and down Whitworth Road.

wWe arrived
safely at our destination in Granthem 8t., off Camden St., at
Malone's house.

fere Dan was comfortably housed snd remained
until his wounds had healed up. It is interesting to note that

Dan eventually married one of the Malone sisters,. .

The operetien at ashtovn Cross earlier on in the affernocon
was very unfortunate.

The escort car vhich always preceded
Lord French travelling from point to peint had failed to start,
and the Lord Lieutenant,;beihg rather impatient to get going,,

evidently ordered his driver to proceesd unescorted, the sedond
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gscort. car coming up behind him. Cur men, not realising that
hd this change had taken place, wore sbout to sllow the Tirst
car through when they discovered French was in it, but it was
then too lete. In a heroic éttempt to try and rectify the
position, Martin Savage got killed and Dah Breen and others

were wounded.

I reported to kMick Collins the following morning on the
general situation in Longford and various other areas in which
I had been operating,.and strongly recommended that additionsl
arms end ammunition should be supplied to the Longzford Brigade
right éway. This was particulariy neceéssary in vieﬁ of the
fgilure at Drumlish agd the necessity for bringing offl a
successful operation in the immediate future. This he
promised to do ané, at a later stage, Jjust before Christmas,

I was able to secure the necessary arms and ammunition, which

safely aerrived in Longford, resulting, es I mentioned earlier o

-

in the capture of Bellinamuck Bsrracks immediastely after the

mine exploded.

In July 1919, when I was in Longford, Mick Collins had
made up his mind to stert an Intelligence Organisstion within
our own ranks ;nd, glthough he wes still Director of
Orgsnisation, he gotb around him one or two people to form the
nucleus of this orgenisstion. His first selection was Liam
Tobin, whom he appointed as Deput& DeIs Tom Cullen, wﬁé wés
Asgistant Quartermaster General, was also acting in a dusl
capacity, end Tommy Gay, who was a librarian in Capel 8%,
was one of his agents. Shortly after that, about the same
ménth, the nucleus of the Squad wss formed, and in the seme
month Detective Smith of the "G" Division, wes shot in
Drumcondra.. Detective Hoey, "G" Division, was shot later on

in September, and lharton and Barton, "G" men, in November.

L

Cn my reporting to Michael CJollins, I was informed that

I had been transferred to G.H.Q. Intelligence under Liam
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Tobin, and I irmnédiatalj sccepted tle position. I think
that from this period onwards the rest of this story must
be compiled in conjunction with Liam Tobin, so that between
the two of us we will be able to give as true as possibile

a picture of vwhat transpired in the orgsnisation and
working of Intelligence from this date to the Truce in

i9gzl.
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