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The Painting, "An I.R.A. Column, 1921", by |

-

Seén Keating, 1921.

STATEMENT BY MR. SEAN MOYLAN, T.D.,
132 St., Lawrence Road, Clontarf, Dublin.

The genesis of this picture is in a visit of Albert

E. Wood to Cork in 1921. At that time, Albert Wood w%s
one of the leaders of the Irish bar and had been'brief%d vy
Barry Sullivan, a solicitor in Mallow, to defend a numﬁer
of men who were being courtmartialled in Cork for their
participation in the attack and capture of Mallow Military
Barracks in 1920,

While Wood was in Cork, I was captured by the
British end brought to the Military Prison in Cork city.
While I was there, Sullivan, who knew me, brought Woodlto
see me. Their intention was to persuade me to make and
defend a case before the courtmﬁrtial. I was not anxious
to do this, as all the charges to be brought agains't me at
- the courtmartial were quite true, and I felt that any ;
defence might be regarded as an apology for my actions: or
attitude,‘and would be detrimenfal to the general morale of
the I.R.A. As a result of the arguments and persuasi#n of
Sullivan and Wood, T agreed to put up a defence, given:
certain conditions, and it fell out so. Wood, with h#s
background, was entirely unfamiliar with the characters of
the men, in whose regard he had come to Cork, and he w;s
exceptionally impressed by their entire gincerity and #heir

. complete disregard for consequences.

I was amazed then, and it still seems strange t¢ me
to-day, when Wood told me the fighting was almost over. I

suggested to him that, in the period he specified, it would
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be impossible for us to beat the British, and, knowing the
minds of my comrades, I felt that this was to be a fight to
a finish. His prophecy was correct. Six -weeks later we

had the Truce.

I came to Dublin to a meeting of D4il fireamn on, ' the

16th August, 1921. That night, I was invited to dlmner at
the Gresham by Hugh Harold a Mallow man engaged in busines

in Dublln and brother t0 one of those who were courtmartiglled

for taking part in the_attack on Mallow Barracks. One of

those who came to the table and had dinner witﬁ us was John
McLoughlin of Donegal, afterwards a Senator and whom I pad

known in Inishowen during the 1918 election. We sat for

some time at the table, and then Albert Wood came albng%and
the discussion continued. After some time, the name of

Tim Healy came up, and McLoughlin, who was a friend |of

Healy, suggested that I should come with him to Chapelizod

to see Tim Healy. I consented to do so and, as we left

Wood said to me, "Don't go to see Tim Healy! You have:
certain ideals, for which you fought, and .Healy is the ;

centre of an intrigue which, if successful, will dash the
hopes held by you and by your comrades". I did not gofto
see Tim Heagly. ) :
' j
A few days later, Wood took me to see the National

Gallery. He was a great lover of pictures and scu}ptu}e,
and I, who had never.been in the National Galléry béfofe,
spent, under his guidance, a most pleasurable and educative
afternoon. On the following day, he said to nme, "% would
like to have a.picture of you and would be glad if you
would permit yourself to be painted by Sedn Keating|in the
clothes you wore in the dock in Cork". T agreed, and
Keating tackled the job in the following week. |

Wood was a constant visitor to the studio while the
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work was in progress. Among the various discussions we
had, Wood put forward the idea that it would be something of
historic value to make a picture of a group of men who hed
been concerhed in the fighting. I arranged the matter end

brought -a dozen men to Dublin.

Keating has described in his note something of the
difficulties encountered in getting the thing under way.; He
made a number of preliminary sketches, and these were la?er
developed into pictures. They were exhibited in the Academy
in 1921 and sold to various people. The picture now in Arus
an Uachtarain was really enly a preliminary sketch. 'Tﬂe'
picture finally produced was bought by the Cork Gorporatlon

and is now in the Cork Gallery. |

The picture in Arus an Uachtarain was, for many years,
in an outhouse at Keating's Premises at Rathfarnham. He
offered it to me on severel occasions, but I felt it wae too

1

valuable a gift to accept. When, eventually, some years

8g0, Mr. McDunphy discussed with me the project of ti'ne !
cOlleetion of certain historiesl matter, in Arus an Uacﬂtaraln,
I remembered this plcture and Suggested that 1t might be
examined and, 1f congidered suitable for the purpose, ehould

|

be acquired, This was done.

As T remember Keating's letter, it seems to me tﬁat he
thinks that the men, who formed the subject of the plcture,
were badly treated or forgotten. It is true that tﬁey'are
men whose lives have consisted since of hard effort and‘that
some of them had to leave the country to make g living, but I
don't think that any of them woulgd be grateful to Keatlng for
his Sympathy. Revolutionaries, by their very mentallty, are

bPrecluded fronm llVlng comfortable lives, Sof+t living would

‘make thenm uncomfortable, and it ig my opinion that, from the

day of the inception of the Volunteer movement until now,
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there have been no happier lives in Ireland than the lives

of those men.

They can look back to a great adventure'

succesgsfully pursued, their characters snd brains developed

.under pressure of adverse circumstances, and theéy have had,

in my opinion, a tremendous advantage in life over those who

accepted comfort and security as against effort on beha;f of

their nation.

Keating makes one mistake in his letter.
of these men as membe;s of a Weat-Cork Column.

North Cork men.

I have an idea that Keating, with his sensit{
artistic mind, was slightly afraid of them.
particular fancy to one man among them, Roger Kiely
schoolteéchef. Strangely enough, this man, while ¢
Volunteer, was not a'fighting man in the sénse that

others were and perhaps he was different from the of

He talks
They were

Practically all of them were Duhallow men.

Lve,

He took a

y &8
4,
1

the

bhers, on

whom the stress of combat and suffering had laid rather

harsh hands, We say, here in Ireland, that breedir

They all
families in which there was a tradition of resistanc

British rule in Ireland.-

long way, and that is true of these men.

Denis Mullane's father was e Fenian.

his was a FPenian orgéniser. History and tradition

queer interminglings and unexpected effects.

18 goes a

came of

e 1o

An unele of

farm at Freemount, Co. Cork, there are four graves - the

graves of four of 0'Sullivan Bere's soldiers, killed at a

what an effect the story of 0'Sullivan Bere's march

have had on a young mind?

fort near there durlng his march to Leitrim. Who knows

might

Michael 0'Sullivan was one of the most outstanding

fighters in all Cork. Nervous, gentle and imaginat

ive, any
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fears he might have had at the beginning, he had completely
crushed until he had developed into the most fearlessﬂ'
fighter I kmew. His father was a Captain of Mbonlightérs.
Among the Moonlighters, there were many men whose c?aracters
were not very estimable. It is a recurrent phenoménon in
all such movements that evil men take advantage of ‘
disturbance. O'Sullivan's father was a gentle, unselfish
type, entirely sincere,in—his own time and by the only
methods then possible, in his efforts to secure'a reducing

of British strength in Ireland. 1

James Rlordan was a big, hefty man, and was concerned

in a2ll the fighting in North Cork. The Riordan's camé L
originally from the North as Gallowglasses, and éiordan
displayed all the fighting capacities of his forbears. Yet,
he was a gentle, disciplined man, fierce only when the’ '
fighting was to be done. )

- Den Brown was a good soldier. Always he seems to me
to have the grimmest face of all those in the picture.-
Perhaps.this i; due to the fact that he was a cierical'
student, destined to be a parish priest and trained to:

develop the characteristics of a pvarish priest in his early

days.

James Cashman was very young, only a boy; a very fine
athlete and a most enthusiastic Volunteer. He is la first-
cousin of my wife. I am glad to say that all the
aggressiveness has been confined to the male members of the

family.

John Jones was then seventeen and had had h%s first
fight aﬁ sixteen: He went to Oregon, U.5.4., after the

Civil War, and is now farming in Cork.

The picture in Arus an Uachtarain was, as I have said,

f
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only'a preliminary sketch. One reason why I was not
included in the final picture was because it was believed
at the time that the Truce was transient, that the Fighting'

would be resumed and that, under such circumstances|, it was

unwise that the pictures and photographs of leaders should

|

be available to the British. It seems a poor reason now,

but that was the only reason.

SIGNED: //ébd‘fj‘/ld"]/pfu\
i Ci::::::;7<1
DATE: , (O — 4 — {7
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Secretary,

UACHTARAN NA HEIREANN

{PRESIDENT ©OF IRELAND)

BAaILE ATHA CLIATH

1
{(DusLiInN)
\

Bureau- of" H:llitary History.

In' September, 194}, the then President '-‘-of-f-vI--zfede-, ﬁr-.Douglas

Hyde, acquired for: the: national collection established|by- him in

: |
‘Aras- an Uachtaréin, a: large painting by Seén Keating; R.H.’A‘. s OF

a group of eight members of the  I.R.A., which now: he.ngs in the
Iu'as ‘s UNAer- the title "An I.R.A.Flying  Column, 1920%, '\

|

The' picture- was- pa:l.nted from: life: in the autumn of 1921
during' the- Anglo-Irish: Treaty, the models. being actualtmem‘bers '
of the' I.R.A, One of them was Seén Moylan, then 1ea"déz‘|--'- of' &
flying coiluwnn in Co,.Cork,. the others- baing members of hisx unit,
so that the picture;, which embodies their: portraits. is in’

essence- & historical document. g

I enclose: the- follow:l-hg documents- which' are’ relevent:
(&) Copy: of my: 1e1j.te-r'f to: Mr- Keating dated- 28th 'D'eb-.‘l 950,
(b) Mr Keating's reply: dated: 3rd January, 1951,

|
(¢) Copy -of*my letter tQWMriKegting“dated-Bth*J%n; 1951,
(d) Mr Keating's reply: &ted: 15th J‘anuary‘." 1951, | |

|

- {
(e) copy-of my: letter to Mr: Keating dated: 17th J‘lan.1951 . .

(£) Mr-Keating's- reply dated 22n4d- January, 1951 ,
(g) Copy of my' letter to- Mr Se&n Moylan dated 23‘:«1 Feb.'51

(n) Mr: Moylan's reply dated 281;11 February, 1951 ||
|

The- story: of*" thes-pai-nting;or’ the: picture is contai"ne@ in
Mr Keating's two- letters: <;f= 3rd. and-22nd- Jeanuary, 1951 ;'; a5
corrected by Mr Moylan's: letter  of " the 28th- Feliruary-', :tihe
originals of which are, as-indicated above, enclosed.- é

In eddftion to this correspondence I°also send youhexsith

(1) A iihotogi'aph' of* the  Painting. -

*

\ . /ey
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(11) Asketch diagram of the Picture showing the
placings and identities of the men represented
in it prepared under the guidance of andf
approved and certified by Mr Seén Moylan, who
himself is portrayed in the picture, and |

(111) A copy of the catalogue of the National
Collection in the Aras referred to in paragraph
1, which was prepared by me for the 1nauguration
of the collection in 194,

e i
It seems to me that the enclosed correspondence, iﬁ
conjunction with the picture itself which hangs in the fras,
constitutes a documentation of the period which might!
appropriately find a place in the archives of the-BﬁrFau, and
I em suthorised by the President to send it to you for that
purpose. The consent of Mr Keating in respect of hiﬁ own

letters is embodied in his letter of the 15th January, 1951,

|

I understand that the Bureau have been in direct!contact
with Mr Moylan on this matter.

!
oty |

(M« McDunphy)
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- Dear Mr Keating,

h . Your painting,of "The Flying célumn? in which
.Mr gedn ﬁoylan appearé, is a subject of perennial
interest to visitors. to the Aras. i

I would 1ike very much to be sble to tell
them thé story attached to it, but am not too sure

v *

. --0f the facta.

I would be grateful if you will set them down
briefly for me, not only as a matter of preaent

interest but of historical recorﬂ.

Yours sincerely,
. McDunphy)
' geén Keating Esq.,R.H.A.,

- 41t an Chusain,
- Rathfarnham,
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Q TELEPHONES |

I8 ELY PLACE, DUBLIN.

Acapewy Wouxc NN : Secrrriny $3472. » DUSBLIN .

4214,

ord, January, 1951,
Ref No: P.2409, :

M .McDumphy, Esgq,
Secretary

Arus an Uachtarain,
Phoenix Park,
Dublin,

Dear Mr MeDunphy,
You ask me to recongtruct something that happened
nearly 29 years ago - the painting of the West Cork rlying
Column.,. .
When Sean Moylan was on §rial for his life, the
late Albert Wood, K.C. who defended him, was impressed by him
and asked me to paint a portrait of him as he appeared in the
dock. While I was painting, Sean sometimes talked and I learned
something of the background of himself and his Boys in West\bork
and the idea came to me that such men and their doings wereqthe
raw waterial of the History, Art and Literature that we would be
g0 proud of - in retrospect. l
When I had finished Moylan's portrait I told him
that I would like to paint the Column and before leaving me he
promised to tix it. One day, months later, L was working in my
room in the School of Art (every British Institution) when the
porter rushed in breathless and pop-eyed to- say * The hall is
full of men with guns and they're looking for you."
- Never before or since have L so impressed a porter
as when L answered ggzggggzgg "A1l right, bring them up". |
They &r in, dressed and armed very muchlas they m
must have been on many an ambush, Jim Kiordem, Johnnie Brown)
KRoger Kiely and the rest (if youSend me a print of the picture 1111
-glve you a key to them, though Sean Moylan could do it bettar)
‘ Roger Kiely was about the best and finest man I.
ever knew eami A few years ago I went to look for him in counpy ‘
Cork, L found him -r-a poor school-teacher in a poor little school
near Kanturk. I asked him about the others and found that death,
poverty and America had claimed them - the Unknovn Soldiers.|
That is all the information I can give you, thougn
I will permit myself some .comments. Kevolutionaries should
remember that they are making history, and that history belongs to
posterity and should be documented in paint as well as print.
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, TELEPHONES
LY .
AcADEMY Hollst ¢ EREREcAETARY 81472, 18 ELY PLACE, DUBLIN

64214,

1f the British’ in their successive wars always commissioned tnelr
best artists, at high salaries, to immortalize the men and events
which they considered important, 1t is a pity that we who desplse
them culturally should have failed to record the birth of a nation.
i tried very hard to be allowed to do it gratis, in spite of the ,
indifference of our own people and the hostility of the Britishl
After the treaty¥§ made an official application to be seconded |
temporarily from %eaching in the School of Art in order to paing
a full-time series of pictures of the people and events of those
years - the work to be the property of the Department of Education
which employed me.:' My application was turned down, and in the office
of the Department L was told that'the sooner all those things are
forgotten the better". My pay at the time was £2 a week and I could
‘not aftford to give it up as 1 had to eat - or so I thought. \

Post treaty political bitterness may have been the'

reason whey my appeal was refused but politics - always ephemeral
and often contemptible - .should not be allowed to rob posterity.

Yours sincerely,




‘COIP/
‘ 8th January, 1951. |

Dear Seén,

I am very grateful to you for your very interesting ;etter
of the 3rd instant regarding the history of the painting of
the West Cork Flying Column, I am placing it on record.

Thanks very much for your offer to make a key.
As a matter of fact we have one already. It was made
by Mr Moylan shortly after the painting arrived here
and adds greatly tc its historic value.

I wonder if you would have any objection to my
sending your letter to the Bureau of Military History,
Westland Row, of which I am Director, for inclusion in
the archives, It would be a noteworthy addition to the
historic material there.

I am sending a copy to the Secretary to the
Govermment in connection with your cogments in the last
two paragraphs,

Yours sincerely,

M. Mchaphy.

Seén.Keating, Esg., R.H.A.
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COLAISTE NAISIONTA EALATON 161§}
SRAID CHILL DARA, BAILE ATHA CL1ATH

(NATIONAL COLLEGE OF ART
STREET, DUBLIN).
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Ccopy _ 17 Eenair, 1951,

P.2L409

- Dear Seén, \
) Thanks for your letter of the 15th' instant regarding
' your picture. I am having your letter of 3rd instant placed
in the archives of the Bureau of Military History.

There is one point, however, on which my informetion
is very vague, You have given a clear story of the painting
of the picture., But there is more. For some reason it 'hs
left unfinished and another one from which Seén Moylan. was
omitted painted by you instead; the original being put aslde
in your studio until 1t was 80 to speak brought to light
again by Seéin Moylan himself in 1944, when it was purchased
by the President, Dr.Douglas Hyde.

I would like to have that‘ehnpter-or the story told
by yourself, so that the history of the Picture, to be
" included in the archives of the Bureau may be complete.

I am sorry to give you all this trouble, but the
story of the picture is part of the history of the time and
LI I would like to have it in all its fullness. :

Yours sincerely,

M. KcDunphy .

Seén Keating, Esq., R.H.A.
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Dear My Moyianm,

The wmm ot She » Column
Sedn luung An 2:::' lua' whish :ml::‘-?poﬂrqu:z

is a sudjee mnmt and it secme
thMuyum,um uummsmy
:futh painting, is a part the history of the

-

he artiat, Nr Keating, has set dewn the story
for me as he rememders 1%, m with his permission X
proposs to place 4t in the arohives of the Purssn of
Nilitary History, together with s diagrum M the
identities of the persons portrayed, ltt m
slsar, however, as tc how it ceme about tha ‘IMI B
pieture was left unfinished, and the second ons, whieh
nmt:\ngm-ryueerk from which you were :
omitted, palnted by him in its stead. I Wonder i yow
. ean rmhar tho circumstances, I encioss a oopy of
‘Mr Xeating's letters of the 3rd and 22nd Jamuary lask
whioh may help to refreah your memory. '

- I would be glad if you would also check the
"~ attached diagram of the ploture and ir it is mmtg
sertiry it by your signature, A ; Mtocuph of the
pum is enclosed for refarence, _

X yeu ocould add eomething to the effeed thas
- 4he BeR were all members of your Column, and fought .
with you « if thas is the m-mummmms

or ares and dhs period, that would add Lmmensely te
the Vuao of the certifiosse as an historioal r-mh -

Yours sinsevely,

(M ScDunphy)
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AN I.R.A. COLUMN
by
Sean Keating 1921

1. James Cashman 5. Jack Jones

2, Denis Mullan 6. Rory 0'Kiely

3., Jim Riordan 7. Mr S8eén Moylan -
4. Michael Sullivan 8. Dan Brown.
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T4 an clér so 4 thabhairt amach roimh ré mar 4is do na
haoithe. Ni bheidh aon chdipeanna ar fdil chun a dtabhartha
amach l4 an teasbdntais.

For the convenience of guests this catalogue is issued in
advance. No copies will be available for distribution on the
day of the exhibition.
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PERIOD

{1) The Williamite Wars, 1688

PORTRAITS :

Browne, Col. John, 173.
-------- , Col. Valentine, 174,
Grace, Col. Richard, 137,

sarsfield, Patrick, 22, 124,
Falbot, Richard, Earl of Tyrconnel,
147,

SCENES :

Boyne Battle of, 1690, 106-108,

Landing of William IIl. at Carrick-
fergus, June, 1690, 184.

Sarsfield intercepting King William's
siege train, at Ballvneety, 1690.
94

Siegé of Derry, 1689, 216,

(2) The Irish Volunteers, 177- — 1785

and

Grattan’s Parliament, 1782-1800
PoORTRAITS :

Charlemeont, tst ffavl of, 36.

Curran, John Philpot, 33

Flood, Henry, 34.

Grattan, Henrv, bust, 7.
statnette, 42,
, portraits, 24, 32, 67,
OConnor Arthu] 37, 110,
Tandy, James \'lppel‘, 35.

i hl

"SCENES : :

Irish House of Commons, 1780|
60, Kev, 61,

Irish HDLIS:-L ol Commons, 17821
189, Key, 190.

The Great Parliament of Iretand,
1790. 87. Kev, 88

Lisburn honeouring the Bungannon
Convention, 1782. 104,

Volunteer Convention, Dublin, 4th
Nov., 1779. 68. Key, 69

Volunteers of 1782 drifling on the
Lawn of Feinster House, 218,
Volunteers encainped on the plains

at Bellast, 71782, 219,

(8} United Irishmen, 1791-1803.
TPORTRAITS @
Byrne, Myles, 86,
——, William Michael, 17.
{Billy Byrne of Ballymanus).
Cloncurry, Lord, 209,
Colclough, John Henry, 215 .
«Corbet, Wil'iam, 29.

.Dwyer, Michael, 171,

INDEXES

Emmet, Robert, portrait, 56.
——, Thomas Addis, 47.
Fitzgerald, Lord Edward, 4, 31.
Holmes, Robert, 55.

Hott, Joseph, 78,

Hope, James, 142

Howley, Henry, 102,

Hudson, Edward, 148.

Jackson, Henry, 141.

——, Rey. William, 182.
McCracken, Henry Joy, 139.
McNeven, Dy, William James, 103.
Murphy, Reu. John, 97.
Neilgon, Sarmuel, 172.
O’Conunor, Arthur, 37, 110,
Redmond, Denis Lambert, 214,
Rourke, Felix, 62

Rowan, Archibald Hamilton, 48, 176,
Russcll, Thomas, 45.

Sampson, William, 118,

Sheares, Henry, 28.

«—-—, John, 140.

Tandy, James Napper, 33.
Teeling, Bartholomew, 30, 46,
Tone, Theobald Wolfe, 49.

SCENES :
Arkiow, Battle of, 1798. 83.
Ballinahinch, Battle of, 1798. 41,
Castlebar, Battle of, 1798. 186.
Pikeman, 1798. 39.
Priest and Pikeman, 1798. 40.
Robert Emmet in his armoury, 13.
R — , execution of, 168.
Surrender of Humbert at Ballina-
muck, 1798, 171.
Swilly, Lough, Battle of, 1798. 59.
Vinegar Hill, Battle of, 1798. 96.
Wexflord, Battle of, 1798, 211.

(4) Young Ireland, 1841-1848.

PORTRAITS :

DDavis, Thomas Osborne, bust, 86.

, portraits, 19, 98.

U:llon John Blake, 43.

>oheny, Col. Mlchael 169.

Duffy, Charles Gavan, 20, 79.

Kenyon, Fr. John, 228.

Lalor, James Fintan, 175,

Luby, Thomas Clarke, 204.

McManus, Terence Bellew, 178, 210,

Martin, John, 52, 228.

Meagher, Thomas Francis, 25, 58,
143,

Mitchel, John, 12, 18, 77, 228.

O’Brien. William Smith, 26, 57, 143.
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