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> T joined the Irish Volunteors in August 1914 at ‘

WA

| Ballisamuck, Go. longford. This unit wes about two Bungred

strong. It-was drilled by a:—Brimsh &mr men and Bf‘
course two Rel.C. men ware praaant at each parsde aa wag
uagal nm;wnara.

Atter the Bpll.t- in the Yolunteers in 1915 mm‘ .
remainsd of tha 'ﬂ’n:l.untnarn ani there m mt.tuns ﬂom‘nmm
until 1917, In the summer of 1917 on the release of tho
prisoners from England, caum Frank Thoraton end M‘:ﬂ'tin
Stack visited the area m-nrgan.tsins the ‘Irnzuntua:.-a. !ﬁ I.
Company wes started in Ballinamuok. Tuis was between -
seventy and one hunired otrong. John n'mm was appainta&

Company Gmmandar. John anlum lat lieutepant, Hinhaal I. .

Hart Bnd Lisutenant, Tom Whitney Company Adjutant and quk

Davis (self) Company Quartormaster. Ve tuul: no cath nor

made no declaration on joining. We pald a penny per n%al:

I think subscription, - . . o i

We had no arms e:mept & '38 revolvor and a few roumds.

!

~ Parades were belf twice pur week per balf=Company. ‘These

parades were held opanzr up to the mlddle of 1910, We !dliﬁ :
the osual training, mut-a mrnhaa and fiold exzercises,

extended order Grill amd eo forth, ¥e 414 our instraotions

from British Army drill books. During the MeGuinness
election in May 1917 the Voluntesrs were very much engaged |
in proteeting the polling stations and voters and mttinal ﬂmln
Sinn Péin supporters to mmm their votes. Things were of
a routine mtm until the 1918 elections whon similar '
aotivitics took Pmna- The Volunteeras wax;e tha back~bonn

of the election organisation and were heavily engaged in |i
|



i

fa

iy

Snuthlnnstm. e | |

) ) - '._:_ . " | |

L 'nrutaetina ﬂm Bnntha mttl.na tha paap:.a tﬂ vuta and
. -mintnm n:-der in tha d:l.rtazunt aress,. ‘

I
1
= . P

Haatﬂlhnﬁmam._ Nmﬂmmtmlnfnura

'Barviua Elﬂo for trai.n!.ng pnrpnm. m rifle was _
: raangntaad an m pamml prnpam of t.hu aﬂ: Brl@.ﬂe lﬂma.

Bnﬁﬂingtonl. =Mt.huumnmmBmWflintm

a ared of the Gounty bt there was still no Battalion organimtir

Thos s M!.ngtaunm ths Brigade.0/C and irmnm|tna
Brignﬁa Mjntant; nthml.na thn Volunteers were a|tl.u on.
a cnmpanr basis,. . o - B !

‘About the end of 191& ur early 1919. Hort.h I.onsforﬂ was
urm.lnad mwa Bumnnnmnanﬁm known &8 thu unm

' Longford mtmm * Sedn MacEoin ma appointﬁd c{: saﬂn
' _".-'Gonnuur Vice 0{:‘:. Eadn nuf::r Mantant. anﬂ 1. ma Qnartamatar
" The' Batmm area lnnlndad nzmlm, Mim.muuk. |Droum,

cumuim. Hmmmmrsdmmmtm, Eillos and

"Balunulun nmmnua. m;-a wis also two outside |un1ta.
_ These were’ Immn as 'out.pnntn" and nmpr:l.aaﬂ azall ‘un!.ta

oot attachsd to other omlna. I cannot apcount for

Frm t.hu 1918 alaut!.un parioﬂ m ?ulnn.taars were duing
the p-nl!.na work of thn ared, The RaXeCo ware n;ade| b
lmﬂanﬂm as the- Volunm t.uuk over their mrk mﬂ

l

'_i.nﬂmmd tho penpn to go tu -thém when tharmulfed
' nasmtam apd people with litigetion, to . bring tha!r eases
‘before the Arbitration courts. 'nhinh had now hegnn tn

funotion amctlmu. el | S

nmamnrluammmmwam mamlmu .

: armm 1nto Battallon m&a: Balllmlae, Ed.gmoll-tham,

Granard, Hmimushhr, Killgce, Bnlmu.'l.e anpd the. :Flma and
Street nathnwan untpunm hum the- 1at Bnttauon fmder Sedn |

hnﬂnln- . - . :
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The oth-.'e .area, 5th Battalion included Dpumlish,
Baumnmk, Dromard apd later on ¥oyne... JF.7. Brady,of
lEB.ll.!.numnuk. was appointed 0/C, James Mulligan of Dromard
L.ﬂjut.ant. Prank Whitney of Drumlish Quartermaster, (later
when he was arrested Paddy Kierpan of the same district
rapznwd hl.nj and Charles Eeynoldp was Vice 0/C. - The 2pnd
Hat.talion comprised Longford town area - Olonguish along by

. the Shamnnon up to Tarmonbarry under the command of Michael

M. Murphy.. The 3ra Battalion under Michael Ryan (later
replaced by mﬂ Gibbone who was later replaced by B. Garruhan)
comprised the ereas of Lancaboro, Ratholine, Ballymahon end
‘Eoenagh, The 4th Battalion under Lso Baxter, with Hicheel
iB&unnt.y = Adjutant compriced the irdaeh.‘ﬂnyaw and Legan
areas. The Edgoworthstoun Company (3. EKearney 0/C) was
dncluded in 4th Battalion at this etage of re-organisation,

About the hervest time of 161§ Sinn Féin was éatung
strongor anll increasing in strength every day. A meeting
of the local Sinn Féin Clud was held in Ballinamuok in the
!smr of 1919. This meoting was held in the local
Court-house, I was not a momber of Sina Péin . Tnls
:maung was attonded by the looca)l Folitioians and also by

.  [some mesbers of the I.R.A. who wero mambers of Sinn Féin

aleo, (By this tims the Voluntoers had becams the I.R.he
and had taken the Oath of Alleglance to the Irish Hapublic).
The neoting was preaided over by Mr, J.J. Brady, who was the
local Company Commander. I was playing hepndball in the
looal ball alley while the meeting was going on. I noticed
(the looal R.1.C, Sergoant and two Comstables rushing towards
the Court~house and I decided to follow and see what was
going to happen.

I reached the Court-house immediately behind the R.I.C.
rﬂmy pushed thn door in nnd I followed in their footatepa.
Imﬂmt.a:l.r mrmmg Mm silent inside., ‘The police’

!
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mada thaumlnmthucanm nrthamums The
cnwﬁmm at this time was orowdeds 1 made ny way to a place
which was higher, being somewhat elevated above the oxdinary
.'I.lla'm]. of the floor. HNobody was speakings The officlals
of the Clud were on the Bench and the police in the body of
the Court looking arousd them, There was ocmplete sllence
for about fifteen minutes, I noticed there wore woights end
nélaams in & corner of the Court=house and making my way
m:mr to them I prooursd a tvwo 1b, weight unnoticed by anybody,
apd put it in my pocket. Coming back to the front 1 stood
up on & form on whioh there were a numbsr of people otanding
apd I was now placed about five feet above the heads of the
pquua. I walted until X got all the police looking in the
aﬁmn direotion and then I eingled out the Sergeant and let
tho weight fly at hims It hit him on the back of the heed
just velow his cap band, Ho collapsed on to the floor.

One of the police ran for the Sergocnt's wife and family.

TI?B members of the meeting made for the door, The Bergeant,
MoNabola wap his neme, was carried unconsoious to the
barracks,leaving & trail of dlood en route, and was invalided
for about two months before resuming daty. This wes the
firet encmy blood was far as I am cware that was spilled in
ths County.

Sedn MacEBoin was 0/C lst Battallon and Sedn Connolly Vice
Wt. Later Connolly was appointed Vice 0/C of the
Brigade. From thore ho was transferred to G.H.Qe. and
appointod organiser in the Roscommon arca. SJedn MacBoin was
tern appointed Vice Commandant of the Brigade to replace
Gollmolly and held the dual appointed of Vice 0/C Brigade and
0/C 1at Battalion. ©On the let Battalion staff Connolly wae
npzam by Sedn unrpny of Gremard. Sedn Duffy was Battallen
Aﬁjuﬂmb and I was Battalion mrmmanar.
mln Company Commanders wers} m.l.lnalea « Hugh Hourican,
Grapard - Sedn Murphy (who on his transfer to Battallon staff
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was replaced by lichael Eulligan), Mallinaughtor « larry
Kisrnen, Xilloo - u.F., Reynolds, Colmeille - Pat Fiapegan,
Finea section - Herkins, and Stroete and Rathowen seotlon -
Jin Eillene.

About April 1919 I joined the I.K.B, in laoEoin's house.
II was Sworn in by Martinp Comlom mow reésident in Dublin.,
Sedn MaoEoin and 3edn Connolly were presont. 4 Contre was
formed in tho Ballinalce ares with Sodn ieckoln as Ceatre.
About the harvest time of that year i was instruotea to report
t.u the Brigade 0/C Tom Reddington. I reported to him and
he administered an cath of segrecy to me not to disucas with
anyeono snything that teok place between us &t that seeting,
He vaked go if I were gropared to stend by my oath of the
I.R.B, I saild 1 wop and that I was preparsd ta Socoept the
respensibilities and risks attached. Alter & conveysation
1ir. thi= otrain he told me I had bacn selected for a dangerous
Job. I said I war prepared to undertoxe it. Ea then told
me that G.M.4. kad decided that we would mot succead by
c.‘ll.ippl.ng the *Branchaz® off the *Tree” but would have to
rerKovo the "Trunk”. Ho then toid me that Lord FTrench was

the [EeTE0N.

I told him I hed intended taking 8 course in the Irish
Etllhool of ¥otor Pngineoriug in Dublin and that I proposed
gi.lri.ns there shortly es 1 hod been in cormuniecation with tha
anfhoul. He soked me to postpone soing until he would lot
pe know that I could go. X agreed to thls. Early in
ﬂnlutrambar ha sent £far ge arnipn and ramiminﬂ ne ¢f our
previous copversaticn. BEn told me I could now go to Dublin
but when I got £1z64 up in "dias® Y was to ot him know oy
aﬂlﬁmaa » which I d4id. During ny sojourn in Il;;thlin 1 wan
nevsr aprroached by any of our people there.

The 8School was vieited on various coosaions looking
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for me, ond one day when I returned to the ochool, Capt.
Gray an ex-British Aray 0fficer who waa in charge sent for
ae to oose to his offico. He confronted ms with bolng a
|Sinn PFéiner. I donled that I was, He paid bo knew I
wag and that ho had three C,I.D. mon in leoking for ce.

He said he told them he bad no ome in hio echool of that
|paze nna suggooted that I should chonge my namo to (oorge
'Rpsrlna, a stuient from Kerry tho hod pacgod out of his courss.
This I did end subsequontly I ansuored to this nano and the
surprising thing nrhout it vag tha$ no ono scemdd to notice
the change. The C.I.D. vieited the school on occssions and
called the Roll and inspocted us, but I pacaed mustor at

. all timec oce Rhyle, Johany Keogh was an Instruotor in this

establichcent at tho tine.(Hs was aftorwarde o Captain of

|
Transport in Begrars Buoch Barraoks after the formation of the
Kational Army)e |

At Xpas 1910 I roturned hoso. I mot Sodn Connolly and
found that ho know all about the visits of the Eﬂtﬁe‘hl‘ueﬂ
to the Sohool. He had interceopted meseagop from the loonl
oi.ﬂn to the Detoctive Diﬂgm in Dublin. I returped to

Dublin again arter Xmas but finally roturncd homo im the

| .
third week of Igmmry 1920 and resumel my dutieo as

‘Battslion JUAZTOrmAOLer.

-——m—- —

On the &8th January an unsuccecoful attempt was made to
capture Drumlish R.X.C, Bks. This was principally a first
Blnttallan job. Sodn Connolly ané Sedn IncEoin vere in
charge. A cart-uhsel box filled uith golignito was throwm
éhrough the "Fonlight* but this falled to go off. I had
ro 1onodiato part in the attack as I was in charsze of 8
party of three on tbe rosd leoding from Ballipaloo to the
villope. (i had 2r armamonts two revolvers and twe ohot

|

SuUns.
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_ Bofore Bastor 1920 a largo numbor of outlylhg R.I.t‘;.
:harmnkn had boen vacated by the R.I.C., the Garrisons belng
Lwithd.ruﬁn to larger sections. On Eastor Saturfcy night all
these barracks were deatroyed dy fire.

From now on vo were ooncernod with collecting arms and
equipmont around the area, Everywhare weo kmew thore was
ern was visited and an amount of stuff - principally shot
!gm and cartridges wero eollooted., A large asount of
lmtarm colleoted was of an obaolete type and of littlo
value. A few useful ravolvers of dlﬂmnt. types and
cenlibro waro collocted., Sedn Tmuay.lnt Lisutenant of
Ballinalee ﬂm.pnnr ocnd I wore rnl.ﬂ.ins for arms in the
Ballinales distrioct. Ue called on Archdeacon Johnston and
told him our dusiness. Ho said "certainly I have a double
Larral shot gun ané 18 or 19 cartridgoo® and vent off to get
them, He returned with them and said, “That is 511 I have
and you.are woltome to search the house®, I thdnked him
and said wo woul@ not search. Uhen we were moving eway he
called me dack and told us thet bis son who vas a Captain
Ln the British Aray vas in the sitting-room and that he was
e!iwara that he bad a rovolver and emmunition in his possession,
-';l‘uat then tho eon appearod in the hall-way and approached us,
He said ho could not give up his guon without putting up aﬁma
resistance as it vould tell against him in the British Arny -
vhich he had colected as a career. I thanked him end told
bin be could keep 1t. His father and he wore vory thankful
for this gosture om our part. This aot was als0 approved by
@‘f superiors in ths I.R.A, '

E In June 1920 an attompt was mede to attack ond eapture
hlzustrm ReI.0s barraoks. This was also a let Battalion
;Tah., We had u.ppm:l.mtaxy ono hupdred men mobiliced for
tho operation. Ve were in assombly points around the area
vhen a dispatoh arrived informing us that the “Lancera®
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atationod at Longford were advencing in force via Ardagh.

WWhen this information reached us the attack vas called off
and we disperced. It was aftorvards discovored that the

information wos not corrooct as the “Lapcors™ were only out
on a night exercise and did not ccme poar Edgoworthstown.

tlaaﬁn Gonnolly was in charge of tho operations.

Early in Juno Connolly contacted me and told mo ho wes
going to attack Ballipspuck H,I.C. barracks, I told him
lthat it vas a reguler fortress., It wao a cut stone building
allmounﬂeﬁ by a high wall with round towers vhioh viere
locpholed; one tower on tho northe-west corner and one on -
t:;ha south-east ocorner. On the weat sido there vas a fifteen
foot wall with a splked railing on top. On the north aide
tlhﬂm was & ball-alley about twenty=five feet high. This
stood back on the outside from the barpack vall vhick vas |
a!bnut fifteen feeot high vith & passage betseen. On the
south side the vall was about twenty feet high with
approzimatoly & four foot growth of ivy on top. Dntranco
to the barracks vas guardod by an iron gate aboud twolve
foot high. On the east of the yarlt thorc wera outoffice
b%aildmas. ihe bdbuilding or barracks proper was of double
construction with a valley roof.

. On the following two.nights Connolly and I mede a
adtalleq rooonnaiseance of the butlding and I gave him o1l
the information I had about it end the garrison. After the
uulcnn& visit ho told me his plen of attack and that he would
requirc a laddor that would reach to the top of the Ball Alley
wa!ll and asied if T counld find & suitablo ladder. I knaw
a house that bad sach a ladder and on the night of the attack
I procured it. John Franocis Cassify owmed the laGder,

Thlla plan was to throw home-made bombs - Captwhacl bozesn
filled with gelignito on to the valloy of the roof, followed
br\bnttlau of petrol and more bombs to sot the place ablaza,

!

|
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This was an oparation for tho 1lat¢ Battallon apbsisted by tho

S5th Battalion. Elaberate procautions verso taksn to guard

all roads leading to the area, UWe had about six service
'rifles for the job, the romoinder were armed with shot guns
and rovolvers. The rifles were used ;to fireo on the windows in
Inpaning the attack and 8o keep the polico engaged,and this,

with the noise oroated, ml_:lﬂ dlotract thelr attention from
tha operations on the roof,

thon wa arri._wd &t Bandrn assembly point & mille from the
barrack wo rocelved informition that Drumlish R.I.0. barracks -
throe milos dietanse from Ballinamuck, had beon roinforced
by military from Longford who wore putting the placo in a
fortified stats with sandbage and barbdbed wire., Vhen
rl.:nnm].].r got this information he detalled me to go to
!lllrumliah and get all the information as to what wae taking
?mﬂe there, Ho o0nid he vould not make a4 move.until I
roturned, On reaching Drumlinsh I found that the information
was corrooct and that they wore putting down barbed wire all
:.inund the mrrﬂ.mka. I aloo noticed four lorries on +tha
ueat sidae of the barracke. Tho nights are very short at
t:.nin time n-f the year and by tho time I got back 1t vas late
80 Connolly deolded to attack imzediately. The attack went
off ae plaanned - the bonks end petrol on the valloy roof
setting the place ablazs, There was very little rifle fire
fram elther aide aftsr tho cpening phasc. It was breaking
dlay whon the fire startod. In the actunl attack Comnolly
and [ZacEoin and others romained in the ball-alley to carry cut
t#:a attack: Connolly ordored me to take gixz men to cover
the Low road leading to Drumlish, to deal with any reinforcamnin
that might come from that quartor. The polico had fired
‘Faitray 11ghte when tho atiack started, Thero ves a pre-arimgsd
signal for withdrawal and when this s'tznn given vo withdrew to
e |[new assombly area - Lenchans of uai;.gtm. Whon tho R.I.C.
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found the roof on fire and in danger of falling on t.haﬁ they
rotired to cns of the outoffloes and r'aminaﬂ thore until we
withﬁreﬁ. Thore wero no cacuvaltios on oither side and no
arms were capturcd, but we hoard aftervards that somo of tho
arme of the garrison were burnod in the building, Between
tLa local I.R.A., and the men of our Battalion I estimate that
t|hera vap samevhere between clghty and one hundrad men
enfaced on our oide in th!.ﬁ operation. The attook lasted
only about 10 minutes;, The Rel.C. vacated Ballipsmuok next¢
day and retired to Longford.

In August 1920 it was decided ¢to rold Longford Filitary
barracks Upper. Thie barracks vas garrisoned by the "Lancers®,
Al soldier named Jordy deserted from the "Lapcers® and went to
Ballinnlea. Ho continusd to remain on there and we were
rather suspiolous of bim. He was courting a girl in Longford,
'wlhnm ho visitod once or twico a week. Ho hed promised on
Eony occasions to get arms or do something for us, but nover
d|:l.ﬁ.. Finally Gun;mllr and FacEoln ohallenged him apd told
hin be vould mave to @o something immediately. He sald it
would bo easy to take tho Guardroom in the Upper barracks and
romove the arms from 1it. The followilng day he went to
longford and roturned late that day and répartad that he had
made arrangonents for tho rald to talo place, The plan vas
ﬁut he was to approach the gate and go throush the ruloe of
zéporting back of absence, Vhen he approached the gate he
m!:ulﬂ have a conversation with the Sentry in order to keep
the gate open. While this was going on the yuiding party
vare to r_uﬁh: up and disarm the guard. All the rifles of the
guard vore locked on a chein in the Guard-room, the only
armed man being the Sentry on duty. Sodn facEoin, Conpolly,
Duffy and Convay were to rush the gﬂﬁa.
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Tho gate wao arout £y yards from the roof. A nowrov
road=ray vith high walla ¢n elther gido lod up to the catouay.
'ii:aﬂn vao a dipadrantoge oo 4¢ peant that the attaokows would
b8 in o lone 4 PAre Cas opensd on them:  Absud on® hundred
yerds down tho vopd Brady®o cer wvae mmiting to tuk0 the rifleo
and otuff eways avorything wont off as plennade  Jordy hept
&ummmmm o gato gas rached and thon Locamd
a| roidor himgolf. o Guard put wp RO reciotonce. Right
r':lﬂnn ang oome asmumition wore sgsoured mpd ¢alen away by car.
I!%wau #o0ldly e cmach ard grod rald. (D0 paiding party pot

avey cafoly.

Bosore the rald teck place I wno commiesioned €0 (ot a
motorevan belonging %0 Reguiren of doran for ¢ho ourpep? OF
fakdng avay tho piflen. hilo X wae gotting this von 8o6n
tlocBoin susceeded in gutting Bendy'c cor and he loft word for
m:ﬁﬁhnﬁzmuﬁam&w.ﬁo‘avmmmruumﬂiﬂhﬁi _
ﬁ;lﬂ following nighd tap tho attack on Pallymohon ReI.0. Davrooks

- I hid the van in o Dabn thot evendng. The folloving night
I| tock tho van out &F Ste hiding pleco and Brouchd 10 %o
taopoin's fovgo Whora o for fellown wore welting with the
eight rifien copimed the proviows nirkt and owlor arms of a
looak natorg. Dy looded the 6rog into o ven end
a:lsoarww by J0fn HeoBoin, Seamg Conaay, Hu:h Hourican,

ok Homny obd one or tue ofhors that T Sonhot rosesder noy wo

ppoooedod tovardo Ballymehon. I oas 8riving. o proaseded
v%.'a Gonto-Parroll, Garrick Soy %0 Barry. Gonnolly Rad gone in
advancd oorlier in the day. About o mfle apd a helf on the
m side of Darry o worc baticA by Gonnoliy vho hed a
p:'mf.y at thip point. BraGy*s oar tran thore olco, tho Ariver
beAng Padfy soKenna Of Bnllduwewi. Haofofn paraded thio
.‘L:Ltwr porty ond botwon Gondliy end himcelf, thoy solectod
mon t6 handle the oight PAflon and armmnitien 9 hod vAth uge
ﬂTnHain addrosood this colooted porty tolling them that the arms
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ns was hanfing over to them were in the possession of the
British Army tesnty four hours previously. He sald he
ezpeoted them tp 2o them now in a menner befitting themoelves
as goldfers of Ireland,

At this time I wap aware that big contingents of
Volunteers wexe on duty all over the diatrict, scouting and
mhmmmmmmm. Ve moved 9on to the

'attlunk after this in groups allotted to attack the different

pui.lln:a. We drove without 1ights from this point apd when
nearing the town the transport was halted and it became ay
duty to have everything in readinsss for & got aways I
uo!ummuummmmmmﬁnn-mmmm
thazlmthamL ¥hile the attack was in progress I left MoEeana in
charge and went doun the street towards ths barrecks apd joined

q:;!uwm-mhnuuaamtmnouhmturthahnmm.

At!‘hhlatlmcm;rhﬁmuﬂﬁmmmﬂmmnumu
adjintnlng the barracks. From the second house Connolly hacked
his way into the house adjoining the berracks. He had the
aaa‘iiumnnramumtmthujn. huthtahunsahu
hmnaamumwmmmmmmmnmnaamu
u;mwm. wmathummuﬁii;rmm
mnummmwmpmmmaumm. A few
rlﬁlummﬂwmﬂuﬂﬂﬂ. Through the hole i the
barrack roof Gomnolly threw bonks made up in 11b tiss containing
nu!imur&n_ﬂ gelignite, fused and destonatod,

| .
| Icmediately thia happensd the garrison shounted that thay

were surrendering. I Gashed back for the tramsporte Whem X
camo dovn with the oars the R.1.C. Were lined up against the
Hu'rﬁnstﬂnt choroh wall. &Some were in their bercfeet. I

thi|nk the garrison n.tmhamﬂ about ten men and two gergeanta. We
ummmﬁnammmmtmnfam;them
w;latanrulum.ﬁuihmdwmﬂ:mum-hu

revolvers with 12 rounds cach and an ordimary telephons,
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m'm dozen egg bonbs, & Vorey light pistol, half a dozen
cartridzes and a ateel chogt proteator.

‘ All the material wne trought to Willie Reillys' of Golsha-
Bunlahy ani etored away thare, After having sobo refrochmente
at Roillye' LsoBoin, Goaway and X proceeded to Fathop
Hontfords' at Bollinsles: We left HacEein thore end Oumway
and 1 proceeded t0 Eoqulres' Of goran and retucrned the vans
Itl wvas nog cbout O a.me in the morning. Hoxt ovendng I
progoeded 30 Reillys' and cheaked over cur saptured ermp and with
nhla assiotance of Paddy Flmnegan - 0/0 Colmoille Gompany, I
'br«'uke it up into emall lots and hod it pleced in various safe
pu:inﬁa in the area. Thie gave un a supply of about twenty
four rifles in the Brigade now and & foiyr evpply of amnuni tion.
Haberato precautions had boen taken $0 dblock o)l poeds lealing
inte tho area to prevent reinforconents petting to thea nsoistasce
of | the F.31.C. fie wore very nearly blecked in curaelvas.

There were no casunlilce on either eide. X% wan 1sto tho
following wmin& befora roinforcesmenta got Anto the town ¢

the blocking was 80 good. A0 &ll roeds were blooked théy cowld
not understand howv or in {;ﬂiaﬁ_ direction wo gof avay. The

mp!lls left open for cur rotront were blooked aftor wo loft the
aregs = Bsfore Zeaving wo trotted the R.I.C. across the Imny
river to @ houeo on the 1Gft cormer of the road tovards Athlene
anfl loaked them in thepre.

iIn Scplember 1930 aArva Barracka vas attocked. It had been
provionsly doglded that in conjunction tho Lopgford and South
Iaiilsrim BErigafios would athuuk‘mn, Ellinemoro; Manill end
ROO harracke on a particular night. It tae dsoided, howevar,
oving t¢ intelligonos brought us by Jim Rynue,Vics 0/C South
Ieitrim Exigade, that tho am eaemad 0 be entioipating an
attnek. He stoted that they wers very active and were making
properotions. It wae therofore decided to go chead with tho
attaok on Arve barrocke only, Zhic wvae o Battlion c¢pormtion
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asaisted by somo men from the South Ieitrim Brigade.
Sefn Gonnolly was in ohorge. $he barracks was an opdinary
gosd~dotached bullding and hod stesl ghntiers on the
windows. ‘Thip wap the only fortifying that had boon done
10 dato,

In this 00e0 X vas again in charge of Transport.
I had conmandsorod o car boionglag to Sydnoy leudersdale,
gouth m:.u-m, and Pat MoEenna was driving J.J. Erady’e
aar ﬂhtnhw agein hed progssd into usc. e lot
Battalion oontingent approached Arva fyrom Pallinalee,
Aughnnoiiffo and the South Leifrim men ammauhea. from
Carrigallon. The schome of abtteok was similar to that of
Bollymchen. Entrence wes made $o en eSjoining Drapery
chop owned by Elllots, the residents boilng evacuateds, In ,
t;ha meantimo groups of rifiomon hafli taken up ponition
currcunding the dberracke. foams Oonway wao had
azperience of throwing G.H.Q. porounssion bambs and who was
armed with o nudbor of boudn took up a position atb the
reor of the barracke. He threw some boambs through the
window but only one expledod. For ebout fificon mimites
there wan rifle fire fram within and fram the attackera,
hile thip woe going On Qonnolly and his party hed broken
e hole through the wail vhich ho thoughtwaa inte the
barracks, btubt in aotual fact wae into the upper portion of
a high gateway or passcage wvhioh went under the barrecks.
Connolly @id not knuy thias howevor, BEe ghoved a hoavy
bomb of tho oart box type through this and theve wns a
terrific explosion, but oniy in tho immu

Inmodiately the explogion ocourred the mrmaﬁt
rushod cut of the darrsske and acroog the street to anothep
gateway cshouting that he wus currendoring. After thio
some sghoto wore emchanged, while tho Sergeant kopt ealling
cn hie men 50 surrender, vhich they Aid,. They ceme out
with their hands up,. when the police surrendercd
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m!:umally handod thom over o me as priconers. , 1 marched them
into ¥1listta' ond put them in the aitting-roocm. 'Thore wored
e#.wan prigoners as far ag I oun remerber but corteinly not
more then twelve. Whille tho barracks mae cleared of tho arums
:u!‘u‘l ommuni<ion, I noticed one priscnor rolling on the flook and
askzing for tho officor in oharze and orying out that he e
@oing to be ahol., (his camwtion attractied my attention and
1|nucmisad him ap a Conptable who hod been stationed in
Bailinamuck and that he oy me. I oalled on ang of owr men
and sont him for Comnolly, Qonnolly cmue and asked me what
vag wrong = I peminded him that this Gonnteble was Bronnan

who had been otationed in Ballinamuoks. 1 aloe reminded
Qonnally of the oconcion whon this man and Qonotable Shepidan

had arrcotsd se and I hed epeapsd from them,

AL the timo of the latter incident I was coning from a
a:%:m pareds one nisht. I woe o licutopant in the Ballinamuck
Qoapany at the timo. I ns acocmpanied by £ive or six
?qlunﬁaa:-a and we were cinging that eong “Ite a wrong thing to
fight for Bngland® vhen tho police jumped from a dark corner
atl tho Post Officeo cnd grebbod ma by cach ard and led me in
the dirsotion of the vorracke. The other Voluntesrs
seattored and I walkod quletly for gbout fifty yards. I
otopped cuddenly and placing ny legs wid: epart threw the two
pn.%i.i.ua on to the ground, jumpod aeross them and before they
gucgecded in gotting up I got to a laneway and oscapod.
Congtable Brennan had bLoaeted publicly that he oould shoot me
on| sdpght whon he caught up vith o again. This man what was
wrong with him nowy he thought I wap golag o shoot him,
gonnolly pulled hinm off tho floor and ooked him vhat wes
wrong with hin, HY told Connolly hs recopndedd one of ug vwho
would gheot him bofare they left. Jonnolly prepared o
atatonent an behallf of thia fellos to the offect that he would
not rocognise anyonc he gav that night and that ho would nover
n@J:m appear in that Qlptriot or enter the County Longford.
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connally thon cent for Haclloin ond prosured a bBible or a
Frayer-bool, put the policemen on his kpees and owore him to the
effeot of the prepared statoment and had him sign 4t. Eo

di& thie in tLhe pmsame; of the othar prigongrs and assured
B!N;rman that 1L ho abided by hio oath we would nover toush him,

Connally then roplaced me by gomeome else ¢o take chavrge
of the prismars ond ordorad me to look after the Transport

and to mhe roody tO ot away ¢ onss. Dverything in tho
tis,inn-e of armo had been removed fram the bBarracks to tho atmoed
at thiu time, We mosured ton pifloa, sixteen or sevonbeen
hundrod rounds of ,308 amunition, one Colt antomatie with threc
clips of ceven rounds cach azd o box of ammndtion — sboud

| .

fifty rounds of the same type. Thero were aleo oome ogE bombg,
This was all tho arms that I know of. Thero were no cogual$ios
an eithor pide,

Agein all roade leading o Arva wore olaboradely blooked
by faller trses and go forth, amongot the "gwag® taken from
ﬁLe barracks were two very large heevy locked bosso vhidh we
ﬂ':.ouﬁn contained botibg. The hoxea vere placed in oy cor and
.tlt tcok obou$ twenty men t0 push the car oven a hill on the way
hnuk to Ballinadee through Aughnecliffe.  Tbe atuff was
aepuniteﬂ in MoDorneya of Gelchs. 48 far as I van romemboy
that vao the name of the house, The following evening I
checlted the stuff and found on opening tho two big btlack bomes
that they contained the wolghts and meosuros for tho Cavan
County Gouncil, The Juke wac on ug but wo enjoyed it, though
we verc diooppeinted at nod finding "tmmba‘.. Ansioted by Paddy
E.‘s':magm O/e Colredilile Campany and Pommy Early from Ballinoles
w8 had the eaptured material broken into mall lots and
ﬁjjatrihutm in eufe ppofn ithrouchout the areag I thore wero
any blcyoles in the barracko Ahoy muet have been token oy
1n!ﬁivi&ual jﬂ:lmtaera. I G146 uet hondle any of them,
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On the &6th Octobor 1920 a Sinn Réin Court was held in
Rilshrewley Eills.  Jomoe Vietory ToD. (dcceased) was
precident of the Court. JSpparentily s inforrmction wag
recefved that the Dritich forces intended rollding the goupt
and the Killoe Coipany was mobiliced for protection purposos..
Thoy todk up positiong on the main Longford, Ballinaleo,
¢ranard Roods  The ey~ Britieh avmy Chapinin (Fathor Clency)
paased thriugh the avea and apparently took otook of what vas
nipm i met the British Forcos and had a comwersation
with tmm Ty diverted frm their wonte ond procseded by
Innyoegs wilde of the ﬁm‘ﬂus’h a&rea into Ballinaleas, 0n that
Gay X waa in Ballinalﬂe.. I vas chief officer of the Court.

pi 3 m;vly bouame avare thot w0’ lorries of Britich nilitary
had aredvod in the tovm. It was mexie t-dny in Pallinanloc.
I|was carrylag two dombs A me ad the time.  Taken by
swprise I rushed upstairs $9 an cnd window in Reynold's hm&e.
(n my vay ;m the stelrs I drow ihe plne and had a hoaub in cach

hultuﬂ. fhere maa e aiall vindow faoing pouth an to the Crooge

réaas and wdernoath thore wero ghoppere and pecple attending
the morket intormized with the British forcen, I conld not
throw the boudo withoud x11ling and woueding oiviliens as well
@3 the oneay,. I paited for a considorahle tice Bot could not
got a dhanvee to theow thom, I had digcarded the pins vhen I

pulled them from the Lowbs and even i1f I had them I oould not

zz.*.l'aux-n then e I had an armed bomd in sach hand. I placed my
hande, gtili helding the bomde, in my pockets and wade my way
Qo $o the back yard. ATter sane thtwe T epaw ¥re. Borly and

B told her to get har pon -~ Tenzy Farly - t0 90 and oollect tuo

Pius for me. Towmy (Ot sonv ping and wvo mads the bambo. safa,
iz ail I wao holding-ike bawh lovors Coem for half an hour and
the musoles of wy apms end handp 1oes nearly paralysed with
fatipus and pain. L
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Phen I had the bombo made safe I procesded to Kilshrowley
t0 (the Court and warned James Victory thot the enemy forces

wore in the area, Aes a result of oy information scouts were
pus%taﬂ all round ths arca of the Court. The Court proceeded
and finished its work but the enemy d4i4 oot interfere. <There

was no action that day.
|

Taa Horth Longford Columm could be asid to be officlally
exlsting as from the 1st Hovomber 1920 and ‘to have taken to _
th? counsry completely. ‘Bio Column consistod nr about 21 men.
The!r o8 Jority were armef with rifles but soms had only revelvers.
Bean EncRoin was in eharge of the odlumn and was also 0/C of
the Bottalion and Vieo O/C of tho Prigade. I wos Columm
Quarter-paster ap well as Battallon Qeartermastor. There wae
no| hard end fast organisation {inside the Column, or.ganilaation
baing made as the situation required, e l1lived on the country,
beinz billetod and fed by the people, I had @ ocertain amount o

mnmlay with vaich I dought boots, clothes and blankets oand po
forth for the rom.

On Hallow Bve 1920 Diastrict Inspector Xsllahar was 3hut‘ in
namn*a Hotsl 1n Cranard ani the folloving day Constable Cooney
mi shot at Clofbroney. Cooney wae an B.I.C. man and was now
a ﬁutad doteotive who was wont to go around dressed in womons®
clothaes and othar forms of disgulse Y.R.A. hunting. He had
been stationed at ope time in Ballinalee. [{ichael Colllns got
£o know about Cooncy and oraered that he de shot., The Brigade
¢/C montioned in odvance to me that instructioms to thies effect
kad' becp cent to our Battalion. T™ho night hofors hs wan chot
geveral attempts had been made to lagate hlm - but without succesE

Un the lst Novomber 1 was informed that Gooney hud gome out
the bys rovad to Fragoe (& townlaond in Lonaford),

He vma dressed
in ?a:.vum attiro end riding a bloyole. Ho was carryins a rolil
of ipaper in & coller box ot the time. I was aftorwards informed
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that this contained the names of & number of the izmportant
zen -in the movement in Longford and the ourrounding counties.
His notes wers in code; thoy were gent to 0.H,Q. and
deoiphorel there,

Arising from those shootings it wvas fearod that the

enemy would take reprisals by burning Ballinalee and Oremard
'anﬂ arrapgenonts were mads to meot auoh & situation, The
Grapard Voluntsers were under Vice O/0 of the Rattalion =
lﬁadn Hurphy ond tﬁar wore to rrotact Syanawd, The Tomajsnder
of the Battalion, such es haéd sulfficlent arms, rexained to
protsct Ballinalee., Arus wore divided betweon Granard and
Ballinalee. Kurphy belonged to the Grapard area and MacBoin
was lixowlos @ petive of Ballinalee. Jzull detechmonts
t'tmniating generally of about 3 to § men vers occupying
;naitiunn on the roeds leading to Ballinalee. WacKoin with
#nur oF five others took up a position in the centre of the ’

village. On the Longford side tho Killos Company was

moblliced = at Doherty's Orosp-rosds, This was Tor

rl.rntam_:-:l.ﬂ purposes to stop anything heavy coming from
Longford, MacEoin's party ecmﬁt&d of Seanuy Conway, Tommy
Eiﬂrlr, Sedn Sexton and Jiemio ¥soRoin « Sedn's brothor. ‘

On the Edgeworthetown road at the Frotestant school, Hugh
Elntgﬂuan. the local Compeny 0/C, was in cherge of a small
pv;arty. Sefn Duffy was in charge of apother exall party at
the school~houvse on the Oranerd pesd, J wao in ohargs of
m:mthur party oz the Belllpasuok side, This conninted of two
cthera - Paddy Collaghen (docessed) ené John MoNally who 1s
now 6 Sergeant in the Cdrde SiocokdAna. W¥e were at Rarly's
house abdbout 100 yards from tho centya of the village or road
Junoticn.

‘ The plen was buased on tho 1dea that the British would

! : '

gozp inm Iroem Oransrd and they vwould be hemmed in on all oides,
Ho atter whut way thoy turned they would have & party :;f our

men at their bead and another at thelr rear. All our
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information was to the effect that the Britiah were proceeding
v:'.ln Blgaworthotown to Grapurd and this was oonfirmed at an
eerly hour when they passed through there on thelr way to
trapaM,. 1t vE8 a very dark and wet night, there being a
ﬂ'lanlar dcumpour of rain. ‘

| At abont l.a.m. +the Britishk drove into Ballinulee on
aiavan lorrioc, At tho road juncticn they turnsd in our
Girestion and halted to dismount i{n frent of our pusition.
mt:m. last lorry hnalted for a while at Duffy's position ani then
followsd the othors. OQur instruotiuae from the Battallon 0/C
weg that no ectien was o bv started until fire was openod
from bis positicn. Callaghan sod Mofally pulled mo down from
the sbed anfi %old me that the ¢nony wore all oround ws, They
ul.fmh ze down quietly. Vhen the edewy Gismountod in fromt of
m':r.- position &8 nueber of thep orossed a wall about tivee feot
hll.gh into a zereen of plantatiun where I had kcHlaliy and
Uﬂ!tllngnan pootad, Tuoy (Melnlly and Gallaghan)} orept down to
where X wis and Anformed oo of the gouition which meant we
gould 4o nothing in view of the opders issund by tho Battalion
o/c without mufdling up the whole aé:‘au. We had to fall
ba|ok W A hollow,and when we got there as there was nuﬂ:iﬁg
hapyening we deoldsd to get arcund and soross the river to
the Eallinsuvek road in order to Sake up & positicnm on tho
m‘!.har plds of the river - that §is the Gamolin river, By the
tllmu we nopdcaded in gotting aorces tho river we mot Jimmy
EaoEoln oo the way to his humo to infora his mothey that they
were alright. Wa could hear ths firing previons to thin bud
1.1; lagted only &4 few minutes. We returned to Hallinalee,'
T&e other outpobts were caming in by nuw,. %o remained in the
village until dayllight and wore supplied with dry scoks and
55 forth at BEpraty'a. Yo found Cne revolver with the butt
fraotitred es 1f bit by & bullet end about @ hundred rounds of
-Elﬂa + ‘There was nothing olse collected that I am eware
of and I was Qusrtermapter, If anything else wae found 1t
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bacams private booty,

After this Ballinalse wis ocoupled night aud day for
about fourteen d&:ﬂ by ebout £0 to 30 Voluptecrs. This wae
augmented at night time hy omﬁr Volunteers and Intelligence
peracnnel and message caerriers and suoh like. I had to cater
}nr all this party. We oconpied the Post Office and we had
ltal.aphun& communiocation with Doherty's Croms-rosds on the
Longford side. One day & rawty of military Grrived in the
village. They had come to acllect Constable Cooney'a
belongings ag far es I kpow, They left again without deing
il.ntaa;'ram with, CGontaot was mnde I \!Mers;tanﬂ botween
tlhcsnin and the Officer in oharpge of the PBritish Toroes.
Elu.uk Gormley acted en Lislcon Officer batwaan the two.

Tho Britiash had come in by Doherty's Crozs and when leaving
ﬁhar left via the Bdgewnrthstown Road. Whea loaving they
8tood up in lorries leaving their arzs op the floor of the
1|nn-r- On mther'mnaaiun a party of Loncors (mounted)
arrived in the villagp. I wos at Heraty's ad the time. _
I got acroas the river and contacted Sedn Connclly who was in
a house on the Ballimaruck side. I aleo ccniactod Sedn
Sexton at his home, By tha tims we got bnok to the village
the Lancers had left. They appareutiy haé sensed that they
mlm walked into posaible trouble apd deperted quiskly, It
nover had boen tha intontlon to attack the allitary unless
mllay attacied ws or started raiding or looting.

Sarly in Decomber a roport was received that two lorries
ail‘ enemy wers travelling deily from Longford to Granard via
Bdgeworthstown. IMaoEoin took the column froam Ballinalée
and weat into an ambush position at Ardnegullion Bog. Two
mines were leid in the road, It was soowing heavily and we
hed to dig trenches in ths bog and meke oheltsrs and oover
fram the weatbor, We remained thero for taree dnys but no
' patrole came thet way. On the night of th-thlrd day we saw

[

« '



22,

tho glow of firee in the sky in the diroction of Ballinalee.
Lator a massage arrived to say that Ballinnles was being
burned, A oombined forcc of British had come into Ballinaleo
and burned the place, Horaey's, Hannigen's asnd Macken's

| ware burned. Thoy haf oocupled Pat Parrell's and establolhed

a otrong force thore.

On receiving this informmtion we Gug up our minos and
movod immediately at a fast pace in the dirootion of Ballinalee.
lle billeted that night in H;rnan‘a of Drumeel and the
surrounding tounlends. ©Ope of the Cumann na aBan girle -
Cisoic Kenny, mow lirs. Bivers, wan'll._'- into Ballincleo apd made

an axcellent ocurvoy of conditions thoere apd reportod back to
us, ‘The Tans, she reportod were putting up barbed uire and
gensrally roinforcing Farrall's house.

I bad a large land mine at toat Farrell and we had this
conveyed to Klornan‘s. Ve arranged to attack Farrell's the
following night. Tho plan wans to blow out the gable eand of
the house by oxploding the mine ogoinst it. KacBoin and

puffy comzanded the attaek from the south or gahle ond,
Barney Eilbride who wos an Engineer was to explode the mine.
I coemandod the frental attack from the east side and had
tvelve men under ne 1ﬁu1uﬁlng Poadar Conlon, The *Bua®
%cnuwall. Fitzpatriock and Kieran f;om LEullinaughter and lok
Eenny of Ballinaleo., My party got inte pooltion first -
Lell befoere tho other party. \is found the Tane loitering
aroond the front of the houss but &s our orders were that

we were not to get into action untill the mine euploded wo
%ﬂﬂlﬂ do nothing but lie lov. e were actually ot the baock
of the wall on the opposite side of the rosd ané the Tans
ﬂ.!'ﬂre on the other spide. Duffy carried thoe nino in his arms
and placed it on the window sill in tho gnblo end apd EKilbride
fl:tred it.
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The mine wont up end fire was opened lomediately by
both aides. We had tho windows well mam from our
pLaition- The mine blew & big hole in the gabdle end. Strow
a.lnd. petrol were used to set the place on fire. Again and

.again the place was set alight -~ at least five to soven times,

hluf. each time the garrison succceded in putting out the fire.
aleumim Conway was on the north side with a patrel on a sort
of protective aissicn.

The attaock wag fest and farious. It cocmenced at 1 a.m.
end continued sntil after seven a.m. the same morning when we
withdrow., ‘This was the first time I saw "Tracer' ammunition
uacd by the enemy. It was something qulte nmew o m; My
jarty was about an howr late in withdrawing. Ve were
nLapun&m on pre-arrangsd whistle blasts for signasls. The
alnam;r got wise to this and atarted bdlowing whistleo end
confused us.: I noticed that fire from our othsr positions
had ceased apd I withdrew my party. The others had

|
ulit:hdra.m an hour previously.

¥hon we hod withdrawn about a quartar mile we were fired
on from the resr, I aftersards ascertained that this was
o party of local Protestants who had turned out to help the
Tans, During the attack ome of the Garrison played the
plano several times., This appeared to glve the oneny great
neart apd I belisve the garrison would have surrendered only
flur this. W%We had po casusltien or losses, I do not know
what the enemy casualties were but it was rumoured that they
nim thirty-seven. Mishael Oollins told me that was correct

poms time arfter the Truce.

After the attaock tha_anlmum billeted on tho genoral
area of Currygranne, Drameel.. We had returned to Kiernan's
of Druneel and a number of us were yssting there, DOoamsone
came and reported that nmnﬁr*n house , which was about a
gquarter of & mile away,was boing burnmed by the Tans. ¥acEoin
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Hugh Hourican, Barney Eilbride, "Bun® HoDowell ané myself
ran to Connolly's. Ye found the whole place on fire and
dompletaly dostroyed. It was the garrison from Ballinalee
who had been responaible for this durning. We immediately
made in the direction of Ballinalee., It was a frosty
evening but still daylight. On arrivel in Pallinpaleo we
found thom on the etreet. Ve opened fire on them and a
numbor of them fall, The remainder made indoors quickly.
We had a hurried conference after whioh HoBride, MeDowell

anfi mysolf wont to Kilshrowley to protect MacEoin'es houna.
!Liacﬁuln wont in the diroction of Sedn Duffy's houso.

‘ Ve spent three days on this mission. On tvo or three
oocaslons tho apnemy cams ocut towards Kllshrewloy. Eaoh time
they came ve attacked them, and each time thsy retired.

& do not know Af they suffered casualties., Nothing was
captured on oithar slle., The weather had been very bdad

and aftor the three days the column broks up until aftor -
!xms. KacEoin ené part of the columm went to Bunleaby. I
went back to the Ballinamuck area. Tho enomy now uﬂuupiéﬂ
Pr. Muntford's house and the schools « Reynold's houso in
Bollinalce was also coccupied and fortified. They

avacuated Farroll's os it was no longer tenable. A fow of
the column went into the villege ond fired & fow shots at the
eneny, then withdrew. The enomy zot confused and attaoked
one another inm tho different posts, keeping the firing up for
some hours. ‘This was oply haracsing taeties on our part.
On this night I was in Granard on & similar misoion.

A fow days aftor Xmas 1920 Conncily and Bill Dohorty
comnapdoored a car belonging to Taylor's of Corboy. When
they bad finishod with the oar 1t devolved on mo to leava the
car book with ito ownera. I was driving and KacEoin apd Jim
al]maran Vere poSAengors. ¥We were armed. On the way to -

Corboy ao wo orossed tho Ballinales, Longford road we ran head



86,
on into a patrol of encmy and thoy opened fireo on us, This
ﬁaa a patrol from the Balliinales Garrison. Uo got past then
and Shoeran used hie riflo effeotively from the back of the
cars, Hono of us wore hit and I 4o not know if any of the
enomy were. Vo got through alright apd loft the car baol.
'lfhn Taylors, who wore Protestants, gave us a meal and |
llmtartainaﬁ 48 handscmoly.

Early in Japnuary the colusmm re-assembled., e had
several skirmishes with patrols from now en. ‘The pregsure
tl'mm the enemy was very severe now in tho North county area.
:+:nnrﬂar to prove to the snamy that there was mors than our
column in the fijght,and to ease the prepsure and draw the
tnomy away from north Longford, wo moved the column from
Bunleahy through Carrick-Boy to Moylow. Ye had information
‘Lnat- onemy lorries were in the habit of travelling ftmrn
I!-naarorﬂ to Athlecne ﬂaq,yat. this time. T'he firet pnight we
bolted noar Ardogh at Skolly's of Bralney. ‘Tho next
evening we moved to Connolly's of Lioglacoick and spont a day
thero., MaoEoin and Barnoy Carraghan, ©ho was 0/C of thio
Battallon area,msde & reoconnaissanco during the day., A
conforence was hold that ;:1;&1'. at uhi:uh it was decided to
hlnvn an ambush at Terlicken.

. At this time we hod received a numbor of electric
ﬂi:at:matm from our G.H.Q. It was doolded to place tuo
mines in the road which had en upward inelime. The minos
wore of tho conorete typo. Sedn and Tom Garraghan had
b?an attached to the englnooring corps of the B.A, and {t
was their job to charge the mines for us. A bundle of
s?.:am vas placed behind tie hedge ocorresponding with the
aines in each side. This was a guide to tha person who wae
t.qln explode the mines, e ocoupiod the position during the
night, MacEoin, Farrelly ("Nap") and I occcupied a poaition
in the socond ‘cottape on tho left ].nnﬂh;a up the hill. It
was my job to explode the mines, the lends from which came
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into tho houne. [lLacEoin took position at a window at the
top of the utalrway uhich gave him oboervation in the direotion
of Longford, Ho vas t0 warn me of the epproach of the enomy.
Farrally who was comnonly known as "Nap® was doing the
o;ankin'g.

i After a long period of walting MaoRoin came down and
obanged places with me. Ho monned the exploder and I took
pldaiti.nn a8 "Look out man®™. I was only & short time at ay
poat whon I obperved the enemy approaching, They ocase in
two lorry loads of a mixed foroe about 20O to %00 ards apart
and vere precaded by a motor cyocle and side car at the samo
interval. I warned MaocEoin. The minep, however, failed to
explede and MaoEoin called me dowm. I rushed doun and tried
to make them explede -« but without result, ‘The dstopators
used were "dud ones™ whioch had been pavnod off by some
individual on our G.H.i., I beliesve, at tho inntance of the
leit.iah Goverament. The Garraghon brothers were placed
under arrest by HacBoln as a result of the fallure but before
tlhnr ware tried a degpatoh arrived from G.H.4. warning us not
%0 use the detopators as they had found ocut that they wers
*duds®, and ordering us to destroy them. The Garraghans
wore released without any elur on thelyr characters.

Hhen EacBoin saw that the mincs wore a fallure he ran out
of the house and fired a few shoto after the enemy., Thoy
lemadiat-alr balted and got into aotion. Our men who were in
plnaitin:i also cémed into action now. ‘The instructions were
that no aotion wap to take place until the mines oxploded
and thio acoounts for our men not engaging the enomy earlier,
Our post tovards Ballymmhoh were resting, awniting the
Gletonatinn of the mines. 4o a result of the fallure of the
mll.naa this position was overerun by the ememy, and cur men
thore had to get out imzedlately and lost two rifles in doing
50. MacEoin and Farrelly had left tho cottage and I was
. ¥rying to dicoonneot the exploder, 1 ocould not get it
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disconnected as ‘tho terminals bad bsen tightencd with a

{
pliers, The cottoge wap being plastared with rirle rfire at
thie time from the hill over me. 1 got out and replied

tc ths fire as best I opuld, After a fow minutes I heard

_la noise bdehind me. It was "Hap"™ Farrelly bursting his

way through & hedge of hriu;l. tise had Msmamﬂ‘that I’
wns miseing and had come back to my assistance, When he
!ant beside ma he sald “Come on". We dashed out on to the.
road and lying down we opened up on them. Thoir return fire
fell short of us by abouat ten yards, spraying us with

gravel fram the road. We wore able deaspite this to drive
iﬂm enany 0ff the road, When wo silenced the cnemy on

the road we got back to a ditoh south of the cottage whare
there were @ number of the column inolufiing KacEoin.

‘_ There was a nuiber of cattle in the field in front of us
and they kept running up and down botwsen us and the eneay =
apparently attracted by the noise of the firing. HaoEoin
ordered the column to withdraw and to get baock to Lisglasaiok.
‘!ﬂm aen withdrew, MacEoin remaining and Conwny apd I remaining
with him to cover thoir withdrawsl., I wanted to return %o
le cottage to get the exploder but HacBoin forbade me to do
tlmi Then to our surprise {Conwmy andl) he stood up and
walked aorose to the cottage and after a brief interval he
:Latumua carrying the exploder and trailing an amount of

wire with it. _Ho apparently just pulled it until he snapped
'I!:ha leads, W¥hen he joined us I again wented to return to
the cottage as I had left oy coat there, in the pookmt of
ullhi.uh there wap 8 Mills boad, He would not let mo do so0,,

Ve were the last three to leave the arbush poaition. 'The
other porticn of the colusn had now jolued the main body,

| We had one man, Eelleher, slightly wounded. A bullet
grazed bhie scalpe. I 4o not know iIf tho eneny had any
olaamltlua. The oolum returned to Llsglaseick House whore
we colleotod some of our stuff and then progeeded by
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|| Carriok~idmond, Oarriok-Boy, Edgeworthstown and eventuslly
ll billeted north east of Clonbropey Church. We were baok in

'lmerrth. Longtérd again.
|

|| The asbush at Torliocken had also epother objeot in view,

It wes intended at the time to g8t an active colum going in
élnuth longford. Certain men hed been earmakred so to speak
:é‘ar thia purpese, inoluding the three brothers Garahans ‘and
Hl!l.msar and others. ‘This party woers present at Terlioken.
'Il_hur wera in a position whore they could view the sotion

hlut- were not takipg part in it., 1In other words it was €0
h.é_.‘m been a demonstration for| them as to how an “ambush®
atli»oum b6 carried out. I am afrald we made a bad
1ml'pra$aiun on them,

Shortly after XZmas 1920 .the Brigade 0/C contacted me,
and after referring ﬁn ny aalanﬁnn for the attack on Loré
French asksd me if I was game for another serious job in
which I would probably lose my life. He told me that a
nu;bar of up had been Boleoted to proceed to London to blow
up L:hn houses of FParliament, I said I was game to go and
he Lnld me to await further instructions. On Hew Year's

- Bva 1uf that year MacEoin, James Eillape and I wesre together,

n&nﬁ]o:ln mentioned the ipoident about going to London to ms
and "F.riaﬂ to persuade ms not to g0 On Such & miosion, Saying
that'lwe were all wonted at home, I naid I had glven my word
and that I would go. I heard nothing further of the subject
untll after the “Truve®. Soms time after the "Prace® had
ooms into effect I had en interview with Cathal Brughs at his
office in the Oresham Hotel., Ho said "You are Prank Davis,
I an Cathal Brugha, Your Brigadier interviewed you about a
job in London®, ‘I 6aid yes and he then asked me if I was
still lgmﬁ or game for this Job, 1 said I wss, He then
took pJamGularn of whore he could get in contact with me.

Be aaul% there was no ﬂnu}ht but that we wonld "go up™ in thig.

|
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On the S5th January, 1922 I weas appointed Quartormaster to the

Hoxtharn Gnnhcil. Thisean a body Bet up to carry on the war
in the "Siz Counties®. Jos MoRelvey was Adjutant of this
Council and one day ho nmontioned to me about the London
affair and geve ms to unferstand he wae also ome of the party
'who had boen selescted, Apparently it woe intended that
should the "Truce® collapse the London Job would be gone on
with. ‘

In January 1921 tho oolusn vas £5% scattered over a vide
areca between Bqllinﬂlﬂa apd Oranard., I was nooyr Granard vith
Duffy and hslf of the columa. Ve found that the *Tane were
ataying indoors night apd day and 1% was impossible to get &

- lshnt et them, I deoided to come back to Ballirelee and

| ﬁanﬂult MacEoin as toc what we were to do. . I had contacted

Luma of the column abgut flve or six hurdred yords from where
Fauﬂuin was resting. I was déiscuseing with them what was
happening in their sectlion when I heard shots ring out and
- an explosion @r what was gpparently a bomb or grepads, Ve
Amﬂﬁﬁiately daphed towards lMartin's oottegw where we knew
ﬁnnEain was . lle met EacHEolin running from the cottape. He
%@B shouting back at the enemy. . About twolve or fifteen of
us closed up to about tventy yardo from the eneny. The Tane
hind the women - Lrg. liackoin, hor thres Gausghters, younpg
Poter MacEoin, a mere boy at the tims, and the two Lartin
?1atara, ovmers of the cottage, taken as prisoners dhﬂ.mixéﬂ
up with then. The resualt was that wa could not opon fire lest
wa should injure the women and the Tans 444 not fire oither,
$rter a ohort time they marched off with the women mized
~ ﬁp amongat them apd broucht them as priscners to Ballinalee.Tho
- éaemnln vomen had dashed up to Martin’s whon the shooting
ﬁtartaﬂo Sheeran and Cormley who wers aleo in the cottace
- go% cut at the back and 414 not ocontact the colurn for a weeck
dttorvaras. :
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After this incident the columm ot together again and
harrin;& out barassing taotlos against the enemy. YWe did not
gain anything or make any capturos. I was pow sont by
lltlnm:t.ly to procased to the south Leltrim Brigade on an
observation mission. I was instructod that I was not to
take part in any aotivities but to oboorve what was goling on
there emd.report back to him. He was in Rosconmon at this
timo, Tho Viee Brigade 0/C South Leitrim knew I was c¢oming
de he met me end afforded me every feoility and help in oy
wWorks

Jomatimo aftorwards a meoting of the Htaffs of the
Longford and South Loitrim Brigades, at whioh Connclly wae
present, was bold at Reilly's, Drumlish. A8 & result of
what wap discussed there I was aware that the North Longford
Eulumn had plapned to stage an ambush on the Ballinalco~
Lansrnrﬂ road. I was not in good form at the time and I
wag instruoted to have & rest. A few days after this
meeting I heard an explosion coms distance from where I was
otaying. This was the Olonfin ambush. I lmmediately
mads in the dircotion of the explonion and after travelling
about olx miles I met the columm. ‘They had shaken off the
eneny at this time,

' I pow rojoined the column and we billeted that night
north of Bunlehy villege. Hext moruing wo wers alerted with
Lha news that Bmiths of Aughnacliffe had been burned down

énd that that part of the county was infested with enemy.
Thar had aotually surrounded us in o largo circle but woe 4ld
not know this. This wes & day of great activity but no
J‘iahtina took place, On coocasions that day we had
crppurtunitm to fight but the force against us wap too
8étrong and on other oocasions thoy were too far avay from uB.
The enamy had a very big foroe of all types in tiﬂ.ﬁ oparaticn.
i‘!ra remined in that ;am all during that d4ay. The enenmy
withdrew towards nightfall. After this North Longford area
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boocome @ hot bed of epeny activity and the pressure from thea

|":2'BB vory oavara.

KacRoin now deaided to go Lo Dublin o seo Collins and
1 ap Quartermaster holding the monoy gave him 25 for expenses

IE-I:I.ﬂ travelling. It was on his return from this mission
that ho was arrested at Mullingar. J.J,. Brady wag on the
|ua.ma train and he brought word to the solumn, He @id not
know that MacRoin wes wounded, This was a bad blow for the
lanlumn. After a conference it was deoilded that I should go
to Loltrim and contaot Connclly and got him back to take
eharge of the columns SJeamus Conway decided he would go to
Mullingar and soe¢ what could beo done to rescue MaoEoin.

I travelled to Leitrim by bicyele., I did pot actuaslly
contact Connolly. " 1 did not know where Conmolly was and
thore wae terrific onemy aotivity in that area as thore had
t::ean an ogbush at Siwexore jJust as I got there., I got in
touoch with a liss Esthor Tiérnan N.T, of Sruarcilly,
é&llinamm whom I knew. She was able to contaot Connolly
ani give him a note from me. I thon returned to Longford
and joined the column again. A fow days lator I received a
ﬂrisputah from Connolly. John Joe MeGarry vho was 0/C 2nd
Battallon Leitrim Brigade brought me this dispatch peroonally.
]lit. inetructod me that I was to keep the column in tho
Columncillc area untll he arrived apd that we were to do
nothing until he A4id arrive, Unfortunately Connolly s
killed at Gelton Hill betwesn Mohill and Basllinazore just
!fafora he was adbout to start to rejoin us. This waon our
a'aunnd bad blow innide a very short pericd and tho morale of
the column had fallen and a aumber booams Aisbheartenod bdbut
all oarried on. After Connolly's dasath lfs. Dornard Brady
HeT. Bunlehy triod to porsuade me to give her the decpatch
reforred to but I was raluotant to part with 1t and as a
compromiso sho tore it in tuo parts keeping the portion
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bearing his eigoature. (Bhe is otill alive).

For some weeks wo weve without a leader anpd tﬁan
Roddington, the Brigade 0/C, appointed Conway as 0/C of the
¢olunn and M.F. Roynolds ae 0/0 of the Battalion. Faddy
Callaghan becams Viee 0/C, Brigade, Conway's appointment

|
u;as popular but Reynolds was not received with favour.

Erha column was pow protty short in agpmunition and other
B[uppllaﬂ. It tock us some weocks to get things straightensd
out agaln as there was serious unrest over Reynolds'
appointment end scme of the men Bocame inactives

When we 414 get going agnin haressing taotiocs were the
nlnl.y things we were ocapable ofs e moved into Arva on three
successive ccoasions, surrounded the toun with the assistance
of the local I.R.A. unit end fired on the Tans. I could
not say what casuslties we inflicted on the enemy, We haad
no ossunlties zpd we conly suoceeded in spending same further
ammunition which wes now in short supply and beginning to
glgiw us worrye During this period the ¢olumn remained in -
!'laillata around the parish of Columoille.

dome éhurt- tire previcus to Good FPriday 1921 a emll
uiunaimnt of .303 ammunition was sent to us by train from
G.feq.  is was consigned to the Co-operative Gtores
C!ulmal.ue. 1 knew that this was on its way apd had the
locel Company Commander, Capt. Paddy Finnegan, alsoc a member
:L!‘ the column, warned to take delivery, Fiunnegen was told
to inform & carter by the name of Doyle to be on the look
oyt for 'tils ard for he, Finnegan, to take delivery of 1t
!l,mmaualtalr it srrived. Doyle was a reliable member of
the I.R.A.

!
The munﬁ:iun arrived in a paint container and on
opening 1t X found that the amnunition was soiled by the
| :
Temains of the wet paint. The total azount was between two

and three hunired rounds. On seeing the condition
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of the etuff I discussed the matter with the Colunn 0/C
Seumas Convay end we. decidod upon calling the column togethor
at MocZoln's bdarn at "Molly's The ldea uamd to collect a
certuin nunbor of rounds¢ from each momber acoording to what
ke was ctrrying and issus him with 8 complicent to give him
‘a faiy supplye In the re-isous the eolled rounds would bo
tiven out and cach msn would be responsidle for cleaning the
smount he received. |

"Whilo tho collootion and distridution wes taking plece
1 felt oy back being touched on £w%0 or thrac oocasions
by tho puszle of & riflo and I ocould hosr a bolt boing
capipulatod. I wae eitting on e Stool with an cots riddle
or oiove in froant of ms to holéd tho amnuniticn being handed
ine I had tho solled ammunition on an old sack booido £o.
The noise and tho touch of the rifle in the back aanoyad me.
I turned round on the otcol and found that o map asmed
Koonan was unloading his rifle by the bolt aotion with the
rifle pni.nﬁns at ny back, I told him to regove his
maganine and unload it as tho othor members of ths column
had dono, Ho stopped using the bolt and took out his
mogazing , unloatod 1%, picked up the riflc from betweon his
feet end pressed tho trigeor. A shog van cut! Ho hed
ieft a round in tho bresoh apnd the rifle at full %cook".
This round hit {lckoy Goraley,who was atapding over in the
correr of tho barn, in the knee. It blew tho knse bone up
through the thigh, leaving @ vound you could put o large bottlo
into end splattering pileces of his flesh apgairst a farn )

|hm~raﬁ in the cornor,.

Tae mepboro of the. column rushed out of the barn ang
took up positions to protoct tho place on account of the
Pniaé created by tho shot. Peadar Conlon vas lest leavina
and I oalled him back., Vo cut tho leg off Gormley's

]
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trousors. - I tried to olose the wound and sent Conlon to the
j;.anrb:r farmehouse for a sheet, When he brought the sheet he
ﬁra it into stripfis and we procecded to bind up the wound
el_n bept wo upula, sach of ns pulling on the bandages as we
passed them hand over hand to try asd atop the bleeding.

1'111 this tine the blood was ptill gushing through. YVhen we
tlaﬁ the material of the sheet,in tho form of bandages,
exhagsted the flow of blogd easeds Conlon prooured a
mattress in the house and colleoted a few mambers of the oolumn:
e placed Gormloy on the mattress and brought him into the
houpe and put him before the kitohen fire. In the meantime
gomeone had gone for Dr. Keenan who iived about three miles
awvays I now had the ammunition which had been left on oy
hhnéa secured ani ready for removale. With the help of some
others I had the barn olearsd up as bect we oould to leawve L
nfr trece of the aocoldent.

Sds

When the Doctor arrived and examined Gormley he
prounced he ooulé do pnothing more for him than what had been
&:cme and so departeds We decidod we would have to move
Gormley out of that area and we procuared & horse drawn van
and conveyed him to Sheriden's of Corrinagh thet morning,

Tﬁe Brigadior arrivod the next day having got information
absut the acolident and arranged for a nurse from Longford,
I‘think Miso Robinson was her name, to attend to bim.
Afterwards he got a nurse from Doblin also. Abtout a woek
afterwards I called to soe how he was gotting on. A8 I
went in the door of thn' house I got a horrible smell of a
ha!avy rotten nature. I lmew by this that Cormley's leg
haed gone gangrepous. I had a fow words with Cormley, who
appoared to be v;rr low. Vhen I was leaving I m:aa the
nurse outside and asked der if thore was anything wrong and
reforred to the bad Emsll. She replied that there cortainly
wag, and that if the boy was left there much longer he would
be| dead,



\38.

I got in touch with the Brigadier that evening at
{:harlaé Royuolds'! place and reported to him on Goruley’s
!ﬂunﬂ ition and what the nurse had told me. Hs pald hg would
have to get him to Dublin and acked mo would I remain in the

aren until he returned, I said I would, Tha seocond day
afterwards Reddington returned and told me he had pade

. arrangements to get Gormley through to Dublin., He sald it
vas our job to get transport to convey him to Oldcastle,
Co. Meath and that Sodn Boylan would mest us thore and have

lizim convayed to Dublin. o

While we were having thls cooversation J,J. Brady 0/C of
the local Sth Battallon turnsd up. A% this time motor cars
wero limited to e certain mileage. Wo discussed how we could
ﬁrouura a oer and struck oo a plan. Brady and I would
Ilprocaad to Drumlish about four miles away to contact Batty
Glr_mr, the son of the local Doctor, and mot him to proceed to
L{:uGraeﬂay‘B of Longford - & hackney and engineering
eptablishment, OCray was to have a faked meossage that his
1‘|athar wanted & car immediately on an urgent call and that he
w!nuld have no drivor only S+aphen. Stephon was a brother
of the proprietor and a trustworthy man of ours. Batty
had alco instructions,if cnccessful to bring the car to
m!ain:r's of Drumlish,-not to go to his ovm houso.wvhere Brady
aﬁﬁ I remained.

Everything workel Jut ecctding to plan. The car
arrived and MNoGreeney wac game fOr the job., We proceeded to
Bllmriﬂan's and dispatched Conlon apnd the nurse with Gormley.
The car and Conlon returncd without a hiteh. Cormddy got to
Dublin to Miss O'Donnell's aurcing home in Eoclos 9t¢reet where
hil.a leg had to be amputated imnodiately as close as possible
to the hip or thigh. Ho recovered and is alive to-day. BEils
cass was 80 bad that he could never use an artifiocia) leg and

oo an aoratohan alervn,
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| On the 30th April 192) the column moved into the Arva

erea. We had information that a patrol of about twanty Tane
wore in the habit of travellimg the roail from Arva via

Fyhora to Longford. Ve wore billeted in three houdses well

D!ff the road. About 10 o'clook on the morning after our
arrival in that area two Tans earmod and woaring white
gyanasium ehoes came to the house whers same of the column
w:am billeted, Seamus MacBoin was ome of the men billeted
there. ‘They shot the two Tuns on the atreet in front of the
hpl.ue.. That finished our hope of an ambush. Seanus MacBoin
could not bo blamed for this as ho underetocd his post was
belng surrounded, The men in the other houses 414 not know
'Ia‘:.l.ﬂ.t wus bappening. We heard tho shots end I and some othern
ran -aoross to the house (Reilly's) dat all we found were two
dead Tans. Evontually all ths column assemblad on Grott Hill,
'I!I:L:lnmuemdingpuﬂiﬂon. giving & good all round
observation and could not be sarprised from any direction.

| V¥o were well received by the people around this locality
aan thoy mmm us handeomely. We stayed thers all
that day ready to engage any eunamy who wowld come out from
Ar'm to look for their comredes but pons cams, That night
mwlthﬂmuﬂtha!hmmantntﬁruMlaftanﬂ

hu.mad Heilly*s hnm.

| Convay now left us and went to SBouth Longford, Our
colunn remained in the Korth Longforfl ereas Ve continued to
m::'aaa the enemy by firing on them whenever the opportunity
prosentod itself. We werc meally inoapabie of carrying out
a.nyt-h:ing in tho pature Of & big attaoks We had no explosives

_and only about ten rounds of 303 ammunition per rifle.

The column was now im groupe - each group aoting on ito own,

3 The inoident et Fyhore actually took place on the moraing

) |
of the lst May 19r} {Sunday). Ve kept active all the time .
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eniping and looking out for a favourable opportunity. Arva
garricon came in for particular attention. Ve vieited the
éown cn at least three cocasicns. The Tane now &1d not come
ouh of thelr harrankﬂ between dusk and dgwn or until the
nermal bours cf the fnllnwiug worning. Although ve firod
indisoriminately on ccoesions at the garrison in Arva no

oivilian wes ever woundod bBut some of the TAne Wors.

Towards the end of Liay threc of us hooame serlously 111 -
B Reynolds, James Grody and myself - and bad to give up all

: &otiviti&a. Ve made our vay to Klltyoreevegh to a houss

oooupied by two bachelor brothurs named Saith. Ve were
dttendeﬂ there by three doctors For about a fortnight. The
Jactnra vorg; = Dre. Gray of Drumlioh, and Dootors McCaann and
Robinéun from Longford town. They visilted us alxost avery
day. On the evening that the cordon was drawn arcund the
area in whleh muIWﬁrs,aftar duak had fallen, with the aid of
Jana local Voluntcers, we slippod through the cerdon and
arrivcd in the towniand of Behey on the Prumlish road, north
of Drumlish. To ow gurprise next morning we found we wore
Just oﬁtﬂt&a a secopd area vhich had bveen cordoned off by

| about 200 yards. We hod actuelly get through e seocond cordon
|ithout being anare of it.

~

Ue gat on the Bohey Roocks watching all types of troops
and srmoment inoluding heavy guna pase by about 200 yarde from

1
use We suspeoted that there was apother cordon still

further west towards the Shangom. We hed the whole area
scouted by the local Volunteere as far as tho Dublin road and
got reports that there was pothing in the arca, so we knew
w6 wore safe as far as the Shannop. Ve also had tho area
tovards Drumlish snd Ballinalee scouted likewise. Wo found
tpat the onemy had alreody combed that area and had passed

on farther to the north,
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‘That evening after dusk we moved iato Dromlish to
0'Reilly'e house &nd had some food theres Through this
ezperience 1 fnun:a that I was falrly £it egain and I deolded
I|would go and contact the coluan in Forth Lomgford, leaving
Brady and Reynolds behind me. X was very anzious to £ind ont
 how they had fared in the big round up., 1 found that not one
of them had baen g0t by the onsmy and that no arme or
anzunition had been lost either,

Wle now checked up on ell enemy patrols, thelr i-;trangth and
habits.otc. but found there was nothing we could take on.
I now received a diopatok from Faddy Morrissey, a Dublin mam,
who was organising lo lLeltric asking ce to meet him and
leaving it to mo to fix tho date, placo and time of meeting.
I.;gimd Caigue Cross near Ballipanuok for a particular
Eioim and mot him there, The object of his mission was to
ha'm ue conoider joining the loitria column to our column and
némbmmmaalmmnmi I told hin I was not in
charge and that 1 would have co consult the coluan before any
deoision oould be glven, Ho asksd me if he could meet our
brigandier, 1 told him I would try and arrange this and we

mulde arrangerents how I would got word to him,

Bome time afterwards I contacted the brigadier (Tom
Reddington) and gave him full details of my meeting with
Morriescey. HReddington said he would mset hm and I made the
arlrnn.gemnta. Tho meoting was to take place at uniém Crose,
tﬁa venue of our previous seoting, Between the time of my
interview with the brigadier and the tins he was to moed
Morrissey, & request came through from the Rosecznon brigade
for an instruotor on the Lowis gun to be sent to them. They
had captured a Iai:wl.s Bgude ¥o aalunmg Phaiiar Conlon who was
an ex-British aray Lewls gunner. Reddington plcked up -’
Gonlon on the night of his meoting with Norrisasy ane brcught °
hi'm alcong with him,
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Ilmd‘hnan!:.nthacnlmulﬂ area of north Longford and I
travelled to Gaigue Oross oD my Own. Tormmy Eelleher had been
:u:L the Gaigue-Ballinamuck area for some days with the result
that Heddimgton, Comlon, Eelleher and Chas, Reynolds, who was
vios 0/C of the Sth {local) Battalion, Longford Brigade, mot
at Calgue Cross. Norrissey was to meet us &t 11 peme that
nllght but failed to turn up. We waited uatil 1 a.me nezt
mr.?rnmg. Vie wore having a brigade oouncil meeting at
Rosse's of Howport, legam, the wext day (Sunday). Reddington
and I had a consultation on the matter and deoided on sending
a [dispateh to Rossefc thot we would be delayed but that we
woald definitely turn up next day. We hed deolded to walt
ail'. Galgus as Jong as possible hoping that Morriscey would
t-Jlrn upe Reddington made vut the diepatoh., Hellehor kmew -
t.t!;l.ﬂ azea well and was entrusted with the delivery of the
dispatohs Conlon was detailed to accompany him as we _
dénided that the officers of tho Srd Battalion would be able
to got hin aoress tho Shannon in thoir area into Rosoommon,

About 1,30 a.n. they atarted off on two bioyoles, both
armed with revolvers and Ksllehor carrying the dispatob,
'Hll;an they ént to tho town of Drumlish, on the eant end, they
enconntered enemy foroes on foot who called on them to "halt?
anﬁ sore chooting took place at the same timee. Eelleher vas
shot deed, Conlon plcked him ap ani dregged him about fifty
yarés vack the road and took his revolver end the dispateh
from him, At this time the enomy had evidentally taken m':var
a.'llm no shooting was taklipng plece, Conlon saw that Kelileher
was deed apd he then tried to maie his own escaps. TFire was
opened op again by the epmomy and Conlon was hit on the shin
hn:nna but atill hap:t. goiogs ‘This inoildent toOk place three
miles from Galgue Crosa where we were still wailting for
HTrrir.anr. Wo uniﬂ.& heaxr nolioes back tho read liike foot-otepe
These nolues woere intermittont, Fe found they were Toming
nearcr to us ani wa got worried thnt there was somethlng wWrongs
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We had not heard any shooting.

Reddington and. Reynolds took up position ocovering the

orossroads and Drumlish roads. I went down the Drumlish rnaﬂ
!about thirty yards and got into s prome positiocn at a gate pier
This gave me a position of observation and in the grey night
ligbht I saw there was only one person comlng towards us. He
v!;as running, partly et times on the graes and at other times
:!m the road. This mccounted for the broken spunds. When

he had come to within about twenty yards of me I reoogni sad
the oncoming person as Conlen. I immediately shouted back to
the other two at the oross mot to fire that it was Conlon.
G|pnlon took no notice of this but ran past me epd a rmﬁ yards
further on collapsed on & mound of earth on the oppesite side
of the road from where I was. I had a flash lamp and I
ac::ulﬂ see blood on Conlon's trousers and boot.

‘ I shouted to the others that Conlon was shot., Reddington
and I went through his pookets immediately end found the
dispatch and the two revolvers on him. There was one
di'auharged round in C«qnlnn’a revolver which was otherwise fully
loaded and Kelleher's ;rurul.var was also fully loaded., We did
nolt.lknuw how serious his -punda vere. He was only just
hréat.hing 8t this time. Hie trousers and boots were satursted
iniblood. I deocided to have him removed to ‘Pat MoKenna's
uot}tﬁga which was about 150 yards down the ropad f;rnm Galgue Crosm:
on the Balllmamuok side. We oarrled him there. The MoKenna
family got out of thelr beds immediately. Mrs. McKenna had a emall
amuitmt of brepmdy in the house. She put some of thls down Conlon's
throat with a spoon. The leg was still bleeding.

We examined his body in goneral for other wounds but found
noné. .By this time Conlom had revived somewhat and was soon
able to tell us what had happened and that Kelleher wag dead.
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I left Reddington and Roynolds in the cottage and I went
apd knooked up & aeighbour by the name of James HoQuald and
sent him for Dr. Reyuolds of Sorabby. While I was doing thia
I had mado up my wimi that I would bave Conlon removed to
Patrick Reynolds' place in Gammagh and told MoQuaid to have
Dr. Reynolds report there, I then roturned o lofenna's end
tl'lld Reddington and Reynolds what I had dons and what I was
going to 4o and they agreed, Conlon had now improved very
mlmh. I proceaded to procure Patrick Reynolds® pony and
trap at Reynolds' residenco, Charles Reynolds aaild he would
ml:ma with me, I procured the pony and trap and Charles
Reyuolds bhen 1eft @ee I 40 not Xnow whero be wonte  When
I‘ﬂ.ﬂfi‘?ﬁd baok at HcEenpa's Reddington had already departad,
Ealhadanm to find out what the emeny were now doing in the
vll.oin:.tr. Thero vere some rifles in tbis area and he
thought e might be able to 40 somothings. Drumlish was now
cloar of the eiomy and they had taken Kelleher's body to the
top {(military) barracks im longford. ‘This barraoks is now
called Eslleher barracks.

When I got Conlon t¢ Reynoldo® of Cammagh Lr. Reynolds
arrived end propounced that the wound was not Berious. A
Iiﬂlr or two aftervards Conlon was removed to the Fariah of
Gu.ll.umoulu %o & plage pnear Lough Gowna. Gome tlme later bes
waL ferrioi aocwose the Lough to & house on the Cavan side
where o rooovered, It was a patrol bbat shot up Eelleher
am.:'l Conlons 7his was & reguldr patrol but we did not know
this until afterwards, It oculd bave been easily dealt with
ha.c:l we had the informatidn about it.

We weat on to the brigale meeting at Hozses that Sunday.
The priooipal basiness at the aeoting wap a check up ;m tho
azqunition supplies in the area. Everyome agresd it was
a pratty hupalusaiponluﬂn. 1t was arranned that tha
hrilg;du Qelis ~ Hod Coonay = would go to Dublin end present
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the actanl pesition exiating in the Brigade to GeHeQs I
don't Foow If Cooney cver went and if he did I.never heard
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of any roepulte of his visit.

| I now returned to North Longford and joined the column
again. Reddington romained in the South Longford ares,
‘n!m column was soattered over the pariasbes of Columoille and
E.Ii.unbmnay. Rothing of great wdrtanee took rlace at
ﬂltm timo. Our sotivities were wmostly taken up with
intolligence work. The enemy now travelled in lorge numbors,
me!l_unny four to six lorries, aocompenied by an armoured oar ,
m%& made sulden swo0Ja on different areas, It pot us to the
pin of our eollar to keep ovoiding capture. Wo ware a flying
colunn in 1ts real sense now, Although the roada had doen
well blocked a lot of the trenches that had been cut across
t.h.:um hnd now boen f£2llod by the encmy or by the loeal people
under compulaion from the onemy. When ore ouch tronch was
baing re-oponed At "Crooka™ a mino expledea in the trench
kllllin{s one man end vounfing & nuuber of othore. This mine
nafn been 1a3d by the enemy. This inoident mafo both
Voluntears and civilians vory ohary of re~opening tronches,
Furthermore, tde enomy xew carried heavy Plapking on thelr
:l.u!rﬂun whioch they moed for g2tiing vehicles across suoh
abr%ltruuthna and obateolss. ©Bhen they oame Lpon such
obataoclec they took every precaution possible on approaching
l.tl They dismounted a distsnoe bLack frum 1t asd fapned out
aero6s the eountrysiie on the Clanks of .tho obotbacle.
Bven tho locol Voluntsers haG got fed up with roud blooking
and road trenchling and were avolding ud. In faot, it could
be paid that thoy wers 'oa %he run' from usi ’

Barly in July 1081 we received information thet A patrol
of luu or goven Tans or ReX«Ce, OF 8 combilnution of both, from
Rathowen were wont to vieit the Btroets area once or twise
wedkly, ‘They would pase Streete reilvay station during this
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patrol. Thle pa1t.ral moved op foot. We danided to ambush
this patrol and t:ha colenn moved into the Streets area to the
ﬂ#.atﬂut of Tinode and billeted in houses there., On the
evening of the firnt day that wo vare here we recelived
information that the patrol of Tans were moving out from
Rathoweb., Vo collected the members of the column and moved intc
pre-arranged positions. Conway anf I made & reconnsiseance
nl!' the area in the early hours of that morning assisted by
the local Volunteers.

Ve Jdecided in putting the bulk of the column 4n apd
arcund the gemsetery which 1s on Lbe road losding from Rathowen
to Stroets and adjacent to Streote villege. Uonvay, Fred
Merne and I oooupied @ position at the eust end of the wvillage.
'I.'h#& plan was that the perty in the cematery would attaock
'mian the patrol would pase that polnt end we would be in a
pu]nitmn to blook access to them to an area that would have
311';&11 then good covers Thie was a wouded area, Wo would
aleo be in & position to piock up eny enomy that amight escape
in | our Girection.

We ot ilnto pesition as arranged. The patrol came along,
and as theoy woro passing the cemetery,which vwas on an elevated
position, oas of the pariy in the cemetery {Sedn Hoore)
dccidentally 3ischarzed & round, Any shooting wao the signal
for Coaway, Aterne ond I to Jump into position, Vo wore
iying back a bit in hiding. Ve Jjomped into position and as
we Jﬂ.id 80 wo caw two or tlweo of the Tana running towards us
at ?haut. 200 yurdo distences. At the firat volley from us
thair éropped and got eround the cormer of the house. We 414
not cee~them any more. The remainder of the column in the
cemetery ovidently teok it thut all was spoiled by the
ageifontal ahot !ixm:ins beep {ired, and so withdrem. Ve
repained on in t.fm area eround the cast side of tho village
but could £ind not a trace of the enemy or of OUr OWn MmN,
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ATter about half un bour we withGrew me we could hear the
noise of lorrice approaoching in our rear,

% retired acrose a piecs of wooded groun? and we oould
EELE a military mr.ahuﬁ of us on the Castlepollard rond.
Yi¢ learnod aeftervards that this was a convoy moving from
Castlopollard to Loamgiord and were not, as wo thought,
yeinforcements for the Tana, but as it happened ware of
colrge availstle &8 such, ‘Thoy were stopped whan we .- .°
epotted then By sous machaniocsl trouble and moved on again
ﬂl‘.l{:!:‘tl;r aftervaris, Je found the remainder of the colusn
in o bayfield east of Ldgeworthetown. The column now made
1’4’3 uay beck agaln t¢ the parieh of Columoills whore we ware
E.JL%&}‘B velcome. I learned aftorwards that one of the enemy
waa vounded. Ue had no casualties or losses exoapt the
Tow rounds of amnunition we fired. I do not think the enony
fire@ at alle When the shot went Off in the comstery all the
ﬁna made for cover in the houses,

Aftor tho abortive ambush st Streete which took pPlaces on
the 9ibh July, 1921, the colurcm returned to the parish of
Columciilo apnd rested there in a number of hnuses for that
night, ¥e now decided wo would have another orack at Arve
halnmrlm Or cny onony we ocould find in that town. On the
night of the 10th Jyly all of the column available 1a the
Gc-lhmrailla ared proceeded to Arva and carried ont sniping
oppratiuna againat the mmr post there, We only fired
interaittontly aa wo had not much azmunition to spare.

Hh%m we withdrew from there the rost of the follows returned
and rewaiped in the Columoille arsa. Brady and I procseded
taim-aﬂy‘a Loss at Cartromarkey, Bunlahy, We had a wash up
and a msal there and then declded to glaep in a Ai¥o at the
east end of Brady's house. We mlept there for the remainder
of | that night nm‘.l. ot sunrice Brady who was awilke before me
brought sows tee ond bread which we had where we Blept.




This was early on the morning of the 11th July 1921

Later that morning somoone in the area told us that two
lorries full of epemy had passed along the rond from

Grapard to Longford on the previous day or two., Brady and
I|/deoclded we would try and ambush them and we Beleoted a
position on the Bunlehy oide of FPiper's Cross Roads and on
the loft hand side of the road looking from Bunlahy to
Oranard, We contacted two or three others whom I cannot
rlmmhar. now and took up position about 10 a.m. that morning.
Vie were in position about half an hour whon wo heard the
lorries approaching, Ve immediately got inte & pooition

of readiness. Ve wore armed with rifles apd revolvers. To

our great surprise tho epnsmy turned down a side road about &
quarter of a mile from our position and out of sffentive range.
-nlua was gost unusual - they had never travelled this bye-road
thltfoﬂ. They came out again on to the main road about half

a mile on the Longford eide of our position and continued on
to Ballinalee and Longford. They could not have deen tipped
off about us and I don't think they could bave obdserved us as
t.tlmr approached., I capnot understand why they aoted as they
414 and can only attribute it to good luck on thelr part.

Thoy woere a mixad foree of polive.

later that day I contacted Seumns Conway who was 0/C of
the colizmn in this area and we remained in that district until
that evening., The Truce was now in forece. Conway and I
had a consultation and we Gecided on the following line of
astion.

{a) To colleot a sult of clothes which Conway had got
mAde at MaocBoin's - a tallor im Ballina}ee, When Sedn
MaoBoin had travelled to Dublin he had borrowed Convay's only
good suit of olothes. Ho was wearing this sult when he was
arrestsd. This left Conwey without any decont “duds® to
wear ana he only had what he wes wearing on the ocolumn whioch
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vere nowv very ahahhyﬁl Bo had made arrangements through an

intermediary with tailor IlacEoin to make & new sult for him,
The taillor had his measuroments from provious fittings.

Our second mission wes to visit EacBoin(Sedn?s) i‘ﬁmiln
end our third wvas to contaot Frank Rellly who was in the
&qlumcille arsa, UWo wantod him to re«~aspomble a motor
car. 'Thie car had boen comaandecersd in the VWest Cavan arca
and brought to the Rose district whore i¢ wao taken asundor
and hidden under trees, I¢ was a 1920 Ford car. Prod
Ahorne vho had joinsd the column from the Caven arca had
Tmlﬂ us about tho ocar and ve had deoided that we would acquire
it.

Ve carriod out all theeo missions including the gotting
of the cars Vo brought the oar to Bredy's of.Cartromarkey
and thero gave it a proper going over on the following day.
At this stape the question of what ragiﬂtratidn nuobor we
would put on our car arose apd without giving it any
oconsideration I suggested IZ72 would do and we adopted that,
‘I'ha sequol to this was that this turned out to be = the
nunbor of & doctor’s ocar. - This doctor had left the country
pany yoars before this, taking his car with him. The
!wlice issued tmntwaeﬁun summonses for this car for all
typss of offencos, such as no Ariving llcence, eposding, 0tCe
Uhen thoy discovered who the owners of the car really wors
they wero amazod. They thought we had gome back ovor all
|ﬂna registrations for years and picked on this particular
ono, it having left the country, whereas in aotual faot it
was really & chance that we had adopted this nuaber.

| The ocolumn had now Gisbanded, tho men roturning to
their homes. Each man took his weapons with him and was

held responsible for thom, also the ammunition he was

i.‘lﬂﬁum‘! mi+h .
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The advent of the Truce found us very indifferent.
We did not imow what was going to happen. To me and those
asoooiated with m it felt like awaking ap from a dream and
not too clear what the dream was 811 about. Our first
conoern was to find out about HacBoin and Conway and I pet
uf#‘ for Dublin in our new car accompanied by Diok White of
Strecte and Frank Reilly of Ballinamuck diatrict, ©On
a:nl-ivlng in Dudlin I ocontaoted Christy Harts, the walter

|
and boots in Vaughen's Hotels Christy is now o walter in
thal Officere® Mess, MoHee barracks. I told him I wanted to
sat in touch with Collins. Ho sald Collins was very busy
ﬂnﬁl ke knew nothing bimself about MacRoin's position. Hs
aa!.lﬁ he would 4o what he oould to see Collins before 6 or '? Dele
that ovening. At 6 or 7 Defie 1 aaw Chriaty aanln at
Vau!ghan's. the others ramlning.f’ummia O111's of Bride amu.
Bhrlil.atytammthatthﬂﬂmsmammuaammm
brought me to & lerge room at the top of the stairway where

this man was. I 4id not know the man and he 444 not tell ms

" his|name., Ohristy had told me ho was ons of the "Squad®s

I beliove now that it was Hodb Price. This men told me that the
*B:ls Fella™ was very busy and that he had gent him to meet me.
He (umum) had said that he was dealing with the matter of
Hauénm and wished to issue a special instruction that we

wers not to do or attempt anything on our own as ho was
d.eall-ins with the matter, I esked him about a visit to MaoRoin
end he sald that Collins' instructions were that we were not

to do any such thing, alse that we were not to stay in Dublin -
for any length of time and whon wé got home to keep quiet.

We left noxt day and returned to lLongford. Rellly remainod

in Dublin with G111 who was & friend of his,

Before conoliding this narrative I would 1ike to add &
fow words about our Brigadisr, Tom Reddington. Tom Reddington
414 not hit this "head lines" as others d1d and 1a probably -
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little known of outside the County Lnngrurd. Yet he did
more than & mnn'ﬂ:uhara in the cause of Irish freedom. 1
first came to ;nnﬁ him about the summer of 1918. I knew at
this tima that he was the Brigads 0/C. He was of smallish
ﬁuild, fresh complexioned asnd glnger hai;; a sturdy young
man with a great sense of humour - at the same time you
would got the feelling immediately that you warﬁ in the
presence of someone above the ordinary when with him,
| Personally, I got this impression from the snappy, tart

questions about t.fm organisation and the persons controlling

1t in thke dlstriot that I was concerned with at the time.

He had the most perfect grip of organisation of any
person I ever met, and if he hed apy equal in this respect
it was Seédn Connolly. Reddington was a native af County
| Galway. He was the woodworking instructer for the county
undér the Department of Technical Instruction. In this
ocnnection he travelled the whole county, holding olasses in

sohoolrooms, ¢ourthouses, etc. and travelling on & bicyole.
E;th thie work he combined the organisation of the
Volunteers, As a result he had an intimate knowledge of the
orgenisation end the personnel, particularly the officer type
in every half parish of the county. In a word, I wuuld.sar
| thet the Longford area would be very low down were it not
for Reddington's aotivities in those days. He was looked

up tc as the "mystery" men who knew avar}thing and everyone

in the arsa. He had mapy contacts that we never knew about.

Reddington had never had any pretences of belng an
active soldier; yet it was never known that he shirked
:anything that came hie way. For example, when the Column
moved into south Longford for the Terliocken ambush he joined
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us immediately and was with us thers. He had business in
Ballinales before the big atteck on Farrell's and when he
heard about it he remained to see it through with us, He
always found time to attend Hattalion council meetings
tbhroughout the whole pericd, and if other battalions were not
80 ective as the let Battalion, 1t was not the Brigadier's
fault,

After MoEoin's arrest in March 1921, Reddlngton devoted
more time than ever to the North Longford Golumn,lund it was
rarely that he was not to be found with some group of it., I
am personally aware that it was ho who Belected Paddf -
Callaghan to be hig Viee 0/C. after MYoEoin's arrcst. CSeamus
Oonway he eppointed 0/C. of the Column end M,F, Reynolds to
be 0/C. of the lst Battalion. He Gecided to leave Seén
Duffy as oolumn and battalion edjutant, and myself in a
simllar capacity ee battalion apd column quartermaster, we
having held those appointments so long.

He did more than his share in restoring our morale and

maintaining 1t after MoBoin's arrest. He was an intimate
friend of Miok Collins end ell the G.H.Q. personnel., It
could be said that he was the G.H.Q. in Longford.

He met an untimely death atCarriggless Bridge in the
harvest time of 1922, May he rest in pesce.

I would also like to add a few words of appreciation of

another great soldier, friend and comrade of mine - Sean
ﬁannell;. Connolly beceme known to me in 1918. He was then
Vice 0/C. of the North Longford Battalionm, Longford Brigade,
ﬁnﬂ I was 18t Lieutenant, Ballinamuck Company . He was of
athletio build, sallce: complexion, dark haired with aparkliing
eyes which shons 1like diamonde when he was thinking out some
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plan of action. ~He was the son of a substential, well-to-
farmer. He was aﬁ athlete of great promise, and very fond
of football and gsmes. He walked with a slight utuﬁp,
Connolly was abbut twenty-seven years old wheq I pot to know
bim. He was in no ways & fain man. He toock to some
people particularly and mede personal friends of them. I
was oﬁe of those luoky persons. He often sald to me apd to
others too: "If we ocould only drill and arm in the open I
wouldn't glve a damn about all the British here”™, He was a
wonderful organiser, but di4 not put 2 hlgh value on numbers.
He wanted an orgenisation that was perfect and was in the
habit of selecting @ few men out of each area in whom he

impose@ confidence.

I was never blg enough to pass a verdiot on Connolly,
but as far as I know, Mick Collins through the G.H.Q. staff,

gelested him for an eppointment as G.H.Q. organiser in'cuunty

| Posoommon end, in turn, he sent me .to Leitrim as an observer

to report to him on what was happening there. Everything
that oceurred or took place in the Longford Brigeds up to £nd

or 3rd November 1920, was plannaﬂ and oarrled cut by him.

It 15 now being stated tnat Eallymahon R.I. G barracks
was destroyed beocsuse it lay on our lines of communication
with Dublin and the West, This is entirely wrong, as a
glence at a map will show. Ballymahon was taken because it
éisplayad 1tself to Connolly as a job that could be
aocomplished and had nothing to do with lines of communication
énnnully had a special aptitude for appreciating a situation
8t a glance and sizing up an operation or Job thet could be
carried out Successfully., Likewise, he could appreoiate an
operatioﬁ thet was beyond our capabilities. Lanesbore
barracks an'tha Shepnon sericusly arfected our communioations

/with
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with the West, and Gramard affeoted our communications

with Dublin, but Connolly never attempted to reduce these
postB as they were beyond our capabllities. Looking baok at
it now, I believe. thst Connolly had a8 much natuaral ‘
experience then ep we hsve to-dey with 2ll our years of

sarvice,

48 already recorded, I reported the pnaitiﬁn exlating
in Leitrim to Connolly. Ho ceme to Leitrim in the meantime
rand at night he was brought to s houze 1n thet part of the
|enuntry which he did not know at Selton Hill, Information
of this was given to the enemy and Connolly and those with

|bim were surrounded there on the following ovening,

Connolly and hia comrades put up a right, but ageinst

imposeible odds, and he and some others of his party were
ki lled .

Connolly was given away by Dr. Pintland who was the
dispensary dooctor. A Protesteant farmer named Lattimna had
observed Connolly and his comrades during the night. He
Conveyed this information to Dr. Pintland who, in turn,
brought it to the Taqs in Mohill - to Inspector Hiokman.
Hiukman wired the military at Headquarters at Carrick-on-
Shennon, end from there a mixed roroe procseded and, without
warning, they got om to the hill nvarloaking the houss where

Connolly was @taying end opened firﬂ on 1t with Viokers anﬂ
Lewls guns, as well as riflee,

Lettimoe was ghot afterwards by the I.R. A. for his part
in (the afrfair. Dr. Pintland was missing, having cleared out.
We never knew where he had got to until 1924, when I read in
the| papers where Dr. Pintland had been killed in London by a
five~ton lorry Skidding on the rpad and orashing through the
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| reilings outside his own house, erushing him to death.

3o both 414 not survive Connolly and his men Very 1nng.

Connolly and I were the closesat pals possible and,

although he hes long sinoce passed from us, his friendship
|

wlll forever have a lasting place in my memory. To him I
| ’ :
| say: "Farewell o0ld comrade until we meet again.

May the
|| 8oll you loved rest lightly on you".

Signed:_ FRamcis DaviS

Date: o' hacve . 14 5/
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Witness:




