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STATEMENT BY CAPTAIN SEAMUS EAVANAGH,

12 Achill Roed, Dublin.

Attack on British Troops - Monk's Bs.kar_z,
' Ghurch Street, Dublin, 20th Sephember, 1920.

On the re-organisation of the Volunteers in 1917
I was: appointed Gaptain of "H" Company, 1lst Battalion,

Dublin Brigade.

1. Information re British Movemernts.

Sometime in the middle of September, 1920,
Veolunteer M. Douglas, a member of "G" Company, 18t
Battglion, informed me that British troops called to
lionks' Balker:,r, Church Street, Dublin, for bread rations
every Monday and Thursday mornings between 11.00 and
11.15 hours, The party, he saild, came in a lorry and
usually camprised 1 officer and a driver in the cab, and
1 N.C.Q0. and 8 privates in rear. The lorry came from the
Royel (now Collins) Barracks, then garrisoned by the
2nd Baf:talicm, Duke of Wellington's Regiment,

Genarall-:r-thé officer and 1 soldier went into the
bakery at once, - Some of the other troops got off the
lorry and went into a shop opposite for cigarettes or
eweets. Four or five soldiers generally remained on or
with the lorry. No particular security measures were
taken., Within iD to 15 minutes. the lerry was: loaded with
bread hampers from the haker#, the troops: all got aboard
and the lorry returned to barracks vwia Norih Brunswick

Strest,
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2. Preliminary Reconnaissance.

I decided to0 check up on this information for
myself, On the following IMcnciay morning (September .13th),
I went down to Church Street at 10,50 hours and studied
{;he'ar'ea, its: approaches and lines of retreat. The
British lorry arrived at sbout 11,05 hours from the.directiqr
of North King Street. The subsequent movemente of the
British party coincided in every.' way with the information
I had received. In fact, my inrorman_t's report was

correct in every detail.

I decided how I would post my men 1f I got.
authority to attack this party, paced out the distances, .
etcs . I then went into tl:jae bakery and interviewed
J.J. Moore, the foreman carpenter, whom I knews personally
and who 'waa friendly disposed to the Volunteers.

I explained my mission to him. He showed me all over the
premises, Through a yard at the back there was a
paBsage xaqdiné into a shop in Rorth King Street, which
would provide a useful line of retreast should I decide

%0 place any men in the yard. I saw I could also place

-a man or two in the shop, if I so desired. 1In a loft

overhead there was a window overlooking the 5pot where
the lorry stopped, where I firast considered rlacing s man
with grenades in case the surprise I had planned did not
materiglise, (N, B, I aubsequentlj.rejeéted'this bart

-

. of the plan because the grenades would be as dangerous

to owr men as to the enemy). Mrs;; Moore also showed mie
where the telephone was situated.

On the completion of this reconnaissance I felt
that I had overloocked nothing, I had estudied the enemy
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movements, had gone over the area and the bakery
huilding in detall, and finally lir. Moore had confirmed
my information and my own observations that the British
party did not exceed 1. officer and 10 other ranks,

e Authority for Operation,

- My next move was to call all my officers and N.GOs.
10 a meeting of the Campany Council on that Monday night.
I discussed the proposed operation with them, went over
the plans I had formulated and tentatively selected the
men for thé job, All the officers and N.C,Os. were
thr11led end enthusiastic, :

I next applied for permission for the operation

a8 Monks' Bakery, Church Street, was just outside,

my (E) Company area, but inside another Company areé, in
the 1lst’ Battaﬂ.io-n. All Companies and Battalions were of
course confined at this time to operations in their own
areas, unless special permission to0 the contrary was
obtained. I interviewed my Commanding Officer, .
Commandant Tom Byrne, O/C. 18t Battalion, re this and
outlined my plans. He seemsd very pleased with the
general scheme but he was doubtful about my Company
going into another Company area, and sald he would have
to refer the matter to the 0/C., Dublin Brigade,
Brigadler Dick McKee, He promised to let me know the
 result at my Company parade on the following Thursday.

In the interval, fearing I might be turned down,
I got in touch with the Vice-Brigadier, Peadar CGlancy,
an ©ld 1st Battallion man, who always had a soft spot for
wgn company. We dilscussed my plan in detall. He made
sone very useful suggestions, and in his usual cautious
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way warned me againet over confildence. However, he
himself ‘hrc;ught._ me to the Brigadier, who subjected me to a
severe cross~exsmination regarding the entire schems,
including my information as to the British movements, my
own plans and the men I proposed to detalil for the
operation, [lost of these had been on jobs before,
including the raid on the King's Inns the previous June.
"H" Company men on this operation included Kevin Barry, .
ﬁrﬁnk Flood end Tom Kissane,

At the end of a long interrogation the Brigadieﬁ- told
me he would let me have his: decision later, but as I left
the room Vice-Brigadier Peadar Clancy gave me a wink as
much es to-say "it would be all rightt,

The Company paraded as usual on Thursday night,
September 16th, at 41 Parnell Eg,.uare; " At this ti;ma only
the officers and N, C,08. were in the sgscret and the usual
progremme of training was carried out. The 0/C., 1st
Battalion, Commandant T. Byrne, arrived :iﬁri'ng the parade,
called me aside and told me that the operation was spproved
for Mondey, September 20th, but that I was not to tell the
men until the following Sunday, September 19th. He asked
me who I was putting on the job, and when I gave him the
tentative 1ist of names he sald, "A better bunch you

couldn't get".

I diemissed the Company early that night and
shortly afterwards Vice-Brigadier Peadar Clancy arrived.
He confirmed the news the 0/C., Batielion, had given me,
and told me that if we pulled ¢his off, 1t would be a
great feather in "H" Company's cap, and would help to

arouse the enthuslaam of the whole country,
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4. 11:111111‘.&31*:5; fhrtiﬂipating in QOperation,

I deaxided to take charge and detailed the
following for the operation

Lieutenants - Te McGrane and R. Flanagan.

Section - 7 Staunton, 8. 0'Neill,
commanders; F. Flenagan, ¥. Flood,
' _ M. Higgins, C. RoOblnson and
D. Golden.

Assdstant Quartermaster T. O'Brien.

Squad Ieaders - P, Kénny, P. Young, K. Barry,
A and D. MacDonagh. =
Volunteers - E. Fox, T. Eissans,

M. Robinson, H, Murphy,

J.J. 0'Garroll, J. Carrigsan,
M. Douglas, S. EKeating,

J. O'Dwyer and J. Moran:

a total of 256 officers,

N.C, 08, end men,

Company Quartermaster M. McGrane was also ordered
- %0 report with the revolvers of. the men whose arms
were usually held in Campany Dump, and four hand-
grenades. :

A van 10 collect the captured rifles if successful,
- driven by D. Golden with J. Carrigan, was to report
to vicinity of Monks' Bakery. . (See K on attached
sketch map).-

5. 'grel:l.m:lnarl Orders for the (Operation,

Oon Sunday night, September 19th, the selected men
were mobilised to ﬁet at 41 Parnell Square. Each man
was told he was 10 report at The O'Flanagan §inn Péin Club,
Ryder's Row, at 09.00 hours on the following Monday
morning, NO man was 10 carry any psper or anything on his
person that would identify him, No further information
was given to any Volunteer except to Eevin Bari-;r,r.

I then called him aside and asked him if he had not
‘- to eit for an examination the following day. He said,
"Cth, that will be all right". I told him I didn't want

L ]|

him to miss. another examination, knowing as T did thet he
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had already misged one on the day of the King's Imns raid.
He replied, "How do you think I could sit for an’
examination, knowing this job is on and me not on it?".
Why, there might be another machine gun for "H" Compeny,
and I'd hate to mlss it". | (The point of this "remark
lies in the fact that 1 was Kevin Barry who personally
carried off the Lewls Gun captured in the King's Inns

raid). I saw the look of bitter dlsappolntment 6n his

face when he thought he was not going on the reid, so
Igald, "all right, but when you go back to the College
tell Dr.“bﬂcﬂinney you have an important appolntment to
keep", ' '

*

(N.B. Dr. McKinney is now Colonel T. McKinney, A.M.S.,
Diraa:':-tnr of Medical Services, Defence Forces).
I knew that at.that time Dr, McKinney lad been recommendsd
for membership of the I.R.A. and was then teaching in
t.;nireraity College, Dublin, I thuuéht he might be able
to do. something about Kevin's Iost examination). e had
done something similar on the occasion of the King's
Inns job. I can never forget the lock of delight on
Kevin's face when I told him he could come on the job.

6, Final Orders for Operation.

-Om Monday, September 20th, 1920, all the men ‘
detalled reported sharp at 9 o'elock with one exception -
Squad Ieader, Kewin Barry. Hé arrived ten minutes late
and explained that he had been to the College and made
everything right about his exemination. Each man Was
issued with a revolver and six rounds, and four of the
men got hand-grenades, Kevin Barry's own revolver =
a short Webley - had already been issued when he reported,

and he was issued with a Parabellum instead., He was not
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Pleased with this, and the other Volunteers chaffed him

about it.

a; Plan of ‘the area was drawn on g blackboard simila:;-
to sketch plan attached; each man's position marked, and
the development of the plan worked out in detail. |
I gave the party particulars of the job we were about
10 carry out, and pointed out the spot where the lorry
usually halted - marked X on sketch plan. I informed them
that I had selected the public-house as the most suitsble
position for command post, where I could observe the
movements of the enemy and some of the occupled positions,
I detailed Section Commander F. Flood, Volunteems T. Kissane
énd M. Robinson to sccompany me - ‘A’ on sketeh.

I detailed Section Qommander M. Higgins to take up
his post at 'B' on sketch. His duty would be to cover
the ralding parties and prevent surprise from the direction
of Bridewell or Royal Barracks.

Section Commander . Robinson would take up position
at 'C' with same object.

2nd ILieutenant R, O'Flanagan, Section Commander
S. O'Neill and Squad Commandsr K. ﬁa.rry would take up
on
position at 'D' and would advance/right of lorry when eignal

would be given. .

Lieutenant T. HeGrane would take charge of party
chnaisi_;ing of D. MacDonagh, Volunteers J,J, 0'Carroll and
M. Douglas inside of bakery yard. Douglas gnd O'Carrcll
to hold ﬁp soldlers; D. MacDonagh to dismantle telephone -

'E' on sketch.

Section Commander F. Flanagan and Violunteer T« EKeating
to take up position between shop and yard to prevent
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surprise and keep line of retreat open - Position 'F'.

Volunteers H. Murphy and J. Moran to take up
ﬁoat at corner of Iisburn Street and as rere parties
moved on lorry they would advence from front on right
alde of lorry - ©Position 'G'.

Assistant Q.M. T. O'Brien and Volunteer P. Young
would take up post at corner of North Brunswick Strest,
keep North Dublin Union under observation and deal with
any enemy advance or prevent surprise from North Dublin
Union or Royal Barracks - Position 'H', )

Section Commanders T. Staunton and P. Kenny,
Violunteers E. Fox and 8. O'Dwyer take post at apposite
c:ornar, keeping out of sight of enemy until they got
s8ignal from A/Q.M. O'Brien, when they would then coms
‘:Ln'tn Church Sireet and advance on to.ﬁ'ont left of lorry
aﬁd deal with drivers and anyone else in cab =~ Position 'T!

| Section Commander D. Golden and voluntuef J. Carrigan
would take up post with them outside public-house, act as
covering party in case of surprise from Brosdstone or
King's Inns, at the same time be ready to move down beside
lorry for rifles in tha event of our objective being
successful - Position 'K'.

I was 10 give the signal for attack by taking out
handkerchief and pretending to wipe my mouth or blow
my nose. On this signal being given the men detailed
10 do so wefe to close in on the lorry 8imzl taneocusly,
draw their guns and ﬂhﬂut.“manﬂa up",

. If the surprise was successful and the British
surrendered, the Volunteers coveing the sides of the lorry
were to keep the troops covered; the men at the rear of
the lorry were to disarm the British and load the rifies
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‘and equipment into the waiting van, which was then to

procesd 0 the srranged dump, The covering parties
were to watch the gpproach from the North Dublin Union,
Broadstone, Kings Inns, Royal Barracks and Bridewell,
all of which were occupied by the British. =~ On the wvan

getting clear with the cgpture - rifles and smmunition -

the troops were to be herded into the bakery and locked
in, the Volunteers were to disperse on my whistle signal
and report individually at the Parnell Monuwment,

If the surprise failed and the enemy showed fight,
the advancing Volunteers were to open fire and evacuate
the area as quicekly as ﬁassihle without any signal,

The covering partiaé were to cover the retreat. The

.ﬁan in the bakery were to retreat through the shop in

Eing Street and report as arranged with the others.

Everyone expressed having himeslf guite clear as
to theilr ﬁnsiﬁion and tasks,. The pﬁrty moved off in
twos and threes. The blackboard was cleared and put
away by Company Quar tsrmaster McGrane, who then
pfocaeded t0 Company Dump t0 receive rifles and

ammunition if we were successful.

Te Positions occupied by Volunteers.

(See attached sketch map).

The party arrived in the area at 9.45 hours and
took up allotted positions as follows :=-
Al - Captain 8. Kavanagh,
Section Commander F, Flood and

Volunteers E. Kissane and
M. Robinson.

'‘B' - Section Commander K. Higgins.
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ol - JSection Commander . Robinson.

'D' -  Lieutenant R. O'Flanagan,
Section Commander 8. O'Neill,
Squad leader K. Barry.

- 4

‘Bt - Lieutenant T. Mc@rane,

Squad Leader D. WcDonagh,
Volunteers J. Carroll and
M. Douglas.

‘e - Section Ccormander F. Flanagan and
Volunteer 7. Keating. _

'g' =' Volunteers H. Hurphy and
J J. Horan.
‘H' - Assistant Quartermaster T. O'Brien

and Volunteer P. Young.
‘It - Section Commander T. §taunton, '

Squad Ieader P, Kenny,
Volunteers E. Fox and 8. O'Dwyer.

'K! - Section Commandser D. Golden and
Volunteer J. Carrigan,

The three Volunteers with me went into the
public-house and ‘ordered minerals to obviate suspicion.
From the window of this public-house we could ses the
lorry arriving and gll parties concerned could see my
8ignal to advance on the lorry when I came out to the
door, |

8., Detalls of the Operation.

The first thing that we noticed was that the lorry
was wery late, Every man was in position by 10.50 hours
and the lorry did not arrive until half an hour later,
at 11.20 hours, From my paa-it:l.az:n I could see the
1looks ﬂf'anxl.etr on many of the men's faces as: they
waited,

when 1t did at last arrive the regr was crammed

full of troops. Instead of the nine or ten we
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expected i estimated there were about twenty.
I wondered why there were so many on this oceasion of
all days, certalnly at least twice_as many aﬁ'we had
‘counted on, Frank ¥lood cheerfully commented that it
‘was "godng to take twice as long to collect all those
| rifles", Someone else wondered wnu1d1thay gll fit in
the van. There was no question of drawing back bui
‘I felt we were in for a fight. From where I was I could
see Kevin Barry at 'D' calmly pretending to read a
'paper, but enother men was popping his head round the
 corner and drawing back. Frank Flood commented that
I"if that fool doesn't stop popping his head around the
,EwmmheﬁmhmémanamﬂﬂaMwwuqmew

fight our wgy out",

-

Tqﬁ Kissane and I went out to the door of the
‘public-house and pretended to be talking to each other
before pa?ting whlle I tried to count the men in the
zlorry. Unlike previous occasions the officer remained
in the front of the lorry with thé driver; the troops
also remalned in the lorry end 1 N,C,0. and 1 private
oniy entered the bakery. As Tar as I could see 15
‘troops remained on the lorry, making a total of 19, all
ranke. . I decided to wait for a little while to see if
any of the troops would alight and go into the Sweet Shop

| as usual. Frank Flood and Mick Robinson had now joined
me at the door, JFrank agalin drew my attention to the
Volunteer at the corner who was talking to Kevin Barry

and turning his head anxiously in our direction,

I was afraid if we waited any longer he would draw
the attention of the Bgitiah to us, so I took out my
‘handkerchief and gave the signal to advance, saying,
.ﬁﬁb'll move in the name of God". One of the others said,

amen™, Having given the signal I looked to see if the
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m;an at 'D' were mowing. They were. Kevin Barry still had
his I;a;pérfF:lI; front of hiﬁi.; " Lileutenant O'Flanagan was moving
glong the wall, with 8. O0'Neill on the outside., As soon

as they got in line with Wy party we advanced with them
towards the reer and side of the lorry. Section Commander
T. Staunton's party 'I' were advancing on the left front of
the lorry and H. Murphy's party 'G' on the right front.

The tailboard of the lorry was down. (ne of the Volunteers:
(not Kevin Barry) as a result probably of over anxiety, ran
out in front shouting "Hands up” and fired; 1t was now

-obvious: we were in for 'a fight, as most of the British

troops were standing up graeping their rifles and watching us.

_ I gave the order +o0 fire, at the same time opening
up myseélf, We drew our guns end charged, shooting as we
ran forward. ' Some Of the troops put their hands uwp, others
returning the fire. I could see right into the rear of the
lorry at this time and saw some of the British falling.
I particularly noticed one soldier swinging his rifie to hit
one of our men. I do not think he succeeded because this

soldier fell almost immediately as if hit by a bullet.

Both sides:; were shouting and shoofing at this time
andlwa" began to retreat as arranged firing as we went. .
I could see more Britlsh soldlers falling as if shot or
trying to take cover behind their dead and wounded comrades.
Their officer was certeinly hit as I Baw his head and arm
slumped over the side of the cab.

Wé could hear their bullets flying past and hitting
off the walls and ground. The object of the attack failed,
that of cgpturing the firearms, and it was reslised by the
volunteers that to retire without 1053&3 was the only
al ternative and by keeping up steady firing succeeded in
confining the troops to the lorry, thus helping in a
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successful retirement, As we Tell back I looked all
round to see if there werée any casuslties smong our men
but I could not see gnyone lylng around, I had noticed
Lieutenant Flanagan run by with his hands to6 his head
just after we opened fire, and thought he might have
been hit on the head by the soldier with the swinging
riﬂes'.r,' I learned afterwards he had been wounded in the

head by a ricochet.

As we left Church Street, liick Robinson glmost
fell over a bicycle left abandoned by somsone in the
centre of the roﬁd. I cans till hear his: swearing
heartily and Tom EKissane laughing equally heartily.

I saw Section Commender M, Higgins firing from his
poasition at 'B' covering our retreat until we got round

the corner.

Maurlce Higgins and I went into the Capuchin
Church for a few moments and said a prayer of thankfulness:
for coming out of that hell alive. When we came out of
the Church we saw another party of British troops: and
some auxiliaries arriving and cordoning off Monks' Bakery,
We went into a provision shop owned by a sister of
Senator Martin Conlon's, whom I kﬁsw. She sent us
upstairs and looking through a window we saw a 1ot of
commotion around the lorry we had attacked. I‘Euggaﬁ ted
to M;aurice Higginse that we leave our revolvers with the
lady of the shop and go out and mingle with the crowd to
Bee what information we could collect. She tried to
prevalil on us not to go, and by the 'time the arg:uﬁﬂnt was
over and we got out to the crowd the lorry had moved off,
We heard in the crowd that a big number of the British had
been killed and wounded, but a man had been caught under
the lorry and taken into the bakery by the British,
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We left the scene and proceeded to Parnell
Monument a8 arranged. All the party reported except
Lieutenant Flanagen and Squad Leader Barry, One of the
men reported that Iieutenant Fianagan'had'been wounded
and we decided that Kevin Berry must have been ceptured.
We did not know whether he had been wounded or not,

The exact circumstances of his capture is veiled in
uncertainty, but from data obtained shortly after the
operation it was' learned that during the engagement he
took cover underneath the lorry, for the purpose of
fixing a jamb in the Parabellum pistol which he carried,'
but before he had timé to do so the British troops made’

him g prisoner,
9. Conclusion,

Accompanied by, I believe, Iieutenant McGrane,
Sectlon Commander 0'Nelll and Volunteer O'Brien, I then
went off to EKevin Barry's house and broke the news to
his mother and sisters. They wem, of course, broken-
hearted, but like the majority of the relatives: of the
men in the fight for freedom, 8tood up marvellously to
this ordeal, and proved worthy of such & son and brother,
We removed Kevin's rifle and equipment before we left,

My next concern was to report the result of the
operation to Brigsdier Mﬂﬁae at 44 Lower Gardiner Street.
He had already heard the news before I got there: I told
him how we regretted that the objective was not a success:
but said I felt we had giv&n a good account of ocurselvee.
He shook hands with me, told me not to take it too much
to heart, said it was a pity that we had not captured
the rifles without having to open fire, but that we had
acquitted ouraelves well and put up a good fight.

It was unfortunate that Eewin Barrj had been captured and
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Lieutenant Flanagan wounded, but as long as the Dublin
Brigade had men 1ike "H" Company it had men to be

proud of,

The loss:.of Kevin Barry was a great blow to his
comrades, and the reports of the tortures he had to
endure in the valn effort to megke him give the names

of his officers and comrades in th.e attack nearly

broke our hearts, But knowing him as we did we never

douhtéd him for one moment,

arurnaxtdimwas to find ways and meens of

resculng him from the enemy. However, G,H.q, and the

Brigade took this upon themselves and these efforts
and the results form another chapter in the story of
the fight for freedom,

May Kevin Barry's sacrifice be an inspiration
to the boys of to~day and the future to fight on for
the complete freedom and unity of Ireland and for
1_1_;5 msintenance when fully attained.

e e /(M aptaini
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- (Seamus Kavanagh)
Army Ordnance Corps (Ret.).
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