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T I.

The Sinn Fein movement was first launchgd in West Clare
in the summer of 1909, on which occasion the Dublin headquarters

was represented by the late Sean MacDermott.

It may be safely said that 90% of the sble-bodied pepulatioc:
joined the Redmond volunteers. Leadership of the various units
was accepted by the professionsl and influential classes, and

drilling with dummy arms, etc. was intemsively carried on.

Rédmonﬂ'a declaration ir favour of Britain, consequent om
the outbresk of the World War, did not exactly cause a split;
the classes who accapta&ﬁieaﬂarahip accepted Redmond's
suggestion, but, on endeavouring to impose their views on ‘the
rank and filﬂ, were simply deserted en masse. A minimum
enlisted into Britain's army, but the Volunteers as such

disintegrated.

Up to this (1904-1915) Sinn Fein could be considered a
minus quantity, until the district was visited in 1916 by
orgenisers from Dublin., West Clare was then struck out as a
battalion area, with Art O0'Donnell of Tullycrine in cherge as
battalion commandant. Organisation and training was nost
inteneive in the Carrigsholt aré&; the old Faniaﬁ tradition
being etrongest hereabouts. About & dozen rifles were landed
here towards the end of 1915, off a carge boat. They were

' at night
encased in a coffin and were secreted/in the C.C's. houss.
Some weeks prior to the rising, a loockout was kept on the
Shennon coast; this, on the instructions of G.H.Q. which was
represented on the spot by Sean 6 Murthﬁila and P. Brennan.
The possibility of Roger Casement's or other landing from an:
outelde agency in support of the fortheoming rieing was presumed.

However, no such landing took place.
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Mobilisations took place at three points on Easter
Morday - Carrigseholt, Cranny and Kildyssrt. Only the thrﬁga-
holt Section had amy arme worth while. Numbers (combined)
smounted to ebout 100 men. Ko further action of a hostile

 nature was undertaken, and the three: parties gquietly dispersed
k during the week. About a dozen srreste fook place in the area
! the week following. On the suggestion of the Parish Priest

. the arms held in the Garrigahult erea were handed up to him.
%Ha handed them over to the R.I.C. While moving them from his
irasidehna!to the local barracks he lost one. This was:

|
retrieved and secreted by a local Volunteer.

i The Sinn Fein movement again began to gather momentum in
the Spring of 1917. The ares was now re-organised into a

BFigade comprised of five battalions, as follows:-

The 1st Battn. - Kildysart, Cranny, Cooclmeen.

" 2nd W Kilrush, Kilmihil, Kilmurry McMahon.
" Epd M Coeoraclare, Monmore, Dunbeg, Beslsha.
R 3 T Kilmurry, Bricksne, Quilty, Doclough.

% S5th " Kilkee, Moyasta, Carrigaholt, Loop Head.

The eastern boundary of the Brigade area followed a line
Quilty, Doolough Lake, Kildysart inclusive.

The Carrigsholt ares agsin took the lead in training and
urganisation; The local compsany was at‘target practicse: in
March 1917 with a miniature rifle. A young man named Keane
crossed the line of fire and WEE killed. This was the firet

caguelty in the Brigade area.

At Christmas 1917, an R.I.C. man, cycling from Kilkee to
Carrigeholt, was held up in the Kilferagh dietrict and tied to
a telegraph pole. The unfortunate man was almost frozen when

released Stowards morning.

On 18th March 1918, the Sinn Fein Cumann held a meeting
at the village hall in Carrigaholt. A force of military in
Kilrush mainteined communicetion with Carrigaholt by river.

In the course of the meeting one of these river patrols
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‘arrived.. A party of military in charge of an officer entered
the hall and ordered the dispersal of the meeting. The local
company officer, Ramon Fermel, who wae chairmen of the meeting,
refbsed. He ordered the pecple to stand fast and defied the
militaery. The latter immediately asttacked the unsrmed mee ting
with butt and bayonet. Thomas Russell, an Irish teacher and a
native of Dingle, was fatally stabbed. Fennel was seriously
wounded by a bayonet thrust, and sbhout a dozen utharsfreceivad
' lansf gserious injuries. A few arrests were made which resultad‘l

in Jall sentences.

After this occurremce the military earm of Sinn Fein was
largely quiescent in this district. The enemy aaééablished. a
militery post in Kilkee: in July 1918. A local smell farmer and
fisherman, nemed 8tuddert, while standing on a fence in the
vicinity of this post was shot deesd by a sentry.

Ll

In April 1618, an R.I.C. patrol of three men war.e rushed
and deprived of their arme (carbines) at Knockerra Cross -
three miles from Kilrush. The arms were dumped .tﬁ a house only
fifty yards off, while the police were stil) on the epot. Not
only were the arms recovered, but nine of the attackers were
rounded up - including the brigede commandant, and marched %o
Kilrush. All suffered Jail sentences.

Tﬁara was an opder liesued for a combined attack by the
three Clare: Brigedes on the military post at Golf Links Hotel,
Lehinch, early in the Spring of 1919. The West Clare
contingent had arrived at the rén#azvnua nhén the order wﬁa

countermanded,

About this time an order was issued for combined attacks
on all R.I.C. patrols. This was also countermended on the

point of being put into effect.

The centre of activity in West Clere now Bhiftéd to the
village of Cooraclare. In April 1919, two membera of an R.I.C.
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patrol were rushed and disarmed outside the wvillage. A boycott
on the R.I.C. garrison waes strictly enforced, and the post

wes: attacked but not teken. The gttackers used the two
capturéﬂ_rifleﬂ - the rifle recovered at Carrigaholt and some
shotguns, This resulted 1n-ths establishment of an enemy
military post in the neighbourhood.

A locel wealthy r esident who entertained some members. of
the enemy gerrison now also suffered boycott. He wae fired at
and wounded and altogether endured a generous sample of the

hot hereafter prior to repentance.

In July 1919, both the military snd R.I.C. evacuated the
village. There were eleven R.I.C. posts in the brigade area
up to this. This wes the first evacuation and marked the

commencement 0f enemy withdrawal. - | .

The furniture of a married member of the R.I.C. was yet
in the wvillage. Feeling that thils would be collected within a
short.timé,‘the locel company commander (at present Superinten-
dent Sean Liddy, (.8.) prepared an ambush position. The three
rifles at hand were useless, the small amount of emmunition
therefor having been fired at the bakrack. Nain reliance was
placed on a large shor@-gun snd a few shotguns. The anmbushers
who numbered six, with two scouta, took up their allotted
positions, vhile the R.I.C. van in charge of four armed police:

was yet in the villsge.

The shore gun was charged with four times 1its capacity in
black powder, and then slmost to the muzzle with shot of all
sizes, bits of metal, etc. in defiasnce of all the laws of

.. ballistice. It was fired from the shoulder by.the compeny

lieutenant (Michael Campbell, Dromelihy) at a renge of fiwve
yarde. The explosion knocked Campbell over, 'stunning him, end
merely broke the glass in front of the driver's face, as well

as bursting the .gun. The remainder of the smbushing party had
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scﬁruﬂly brought fire to bear on the van, when the scouts
signelled an R.I.C. oycle petrol bearing down on them from the
opposite direction. Instant retreat was necessary. The van
eacort, awﬁra of thelir reinforcements, were immediately on the
jdb,_aﬁd'wall it was for the ambushing party that the smoke

of four charges of black powder rendered visibility obscure

for a matter of seconds. All got safely away with the
exceptiom of one scout. His position wee quite safe and away
from the line of retrsat, but he became panic-stricken ami
rushed blindly into a deep part of the Cooraclare River and

was drowvned.

A member of the R.I.C., who was particularly vindictive
on this occasion, was afterwards transferred to the Knock Post.
It was decided to make an example of him and an smbushing party
of seven took up position at Clonderlaw on a known date a
month later. A half-dozen shotguns were discharged at him and
a.aacnmﬂ'man, both armed, as they passed on bicycles. Both
were peppered, but not seriously wounded. They abandoned both
bicycles end arms and rushed across country, getting back to
Knock by a detour. This netted two more riflies to the Brigede.

The Brigade area was again visited by representatives of
¢.H.Q. in September 1919.

On this occasion Captain Sean Liddy of the Guofaclarm
Compeny was appointed Brigade Commendsnt. A round-up of all.
arms in the hands of private individuals was ordered. The
Velunteers beat the R.I.C. to this by a short hesd. Quite a
mumber of shotguns, pistols, etc. (many unrelisble and dangarou
were got together, but of ammunition for these thers was very
1ittle. All, however, did not surrender arms quietly. A
resident of Leadmore, named Murphy, shot down one member of a
faiding party (ILieut. J. Mulgueen - Kilrush Company). The
wounded Volunteer was deserted by his comrades. * Murphy tied
him to a stairway while the police were being fétchad.

k]
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Mulqueen recovered from his wournds, but suffered a jall

sentsnce,

A man named Lynch of Killard aleo firsd on an I.R.A.
reiding party and retained his gun. Both guns were afterwards
handed up to the R.I.C.

The R.I.C. post at Knock and Labasheede were evacuated
in October 1919.

The 8inn Fein Courts mow commenced. to function. ' They were
eventually successful in completely eclipeing the Petty
SBessions Courts and up to 90% of the Quarter Bessions.

. In November 1919, 1t was decided to take action ageinst
an aggreséivu R.I.C. Borgeant stationed in Kilmihil. An ambush
party of ten took up a position on the Cahercanivan road sbout
a mile from the village. The position chosen, as well as the
arms avallable, entailed the necesaity of allowing the patrol
to ocome to close guarters. While thé R.I.C. patrol with the
sergeant at their head were yet £ifty yarde off, & jumpy.
Volunteer fired an accidental shot. The ambushing party were
obliged to break cover under fire, and the lieutenant of the
local company, Michael Honan of Leitrim {aftefwardﬂ Captain,
National Army) was shot through the right cheat.

With the exception of raids for arme and general routine
duties on the part of the Volunteers, there was largely a
cessation of action on both sides during the next two monthe.
Welking patrols of R.I.C. ceased throughput the whole ares
after the effort at Cehercanivan. Mullagh and Quiity poste
were evacuated by the R.I.C.

The military post at Kilkee had been transferred. to the
Irish College, Carrigeholt, the previous September. This left
8ix enemy poets evacuated at the end of 1919, and five still

in oeccupation. During this period quite a marber of arrests

r
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of Volunteers of all ranke itock place. Jail sentennes
invariably followed refusals to recognise couris, etc. ~Quite
a. number had undergone and were yet to undergo hungar-étrikaa.
In uﬁly a few cases did imprisonment deter resumption of

Volunteer dutles immedistely on release.

At the commancamamt-of 1820, the R.I.C. were furnished
fﬂr the firet time with fast lorries. Two rathen~£umbarsuma
vehicles &nd two G.S8. wagons were previously attached to the
military posts at Kilrush and Carrigsholt. A militery post
was established at Eilmihil 1ﬁ January 1920.

It may be here remarked thet the main animus of the
Volunteere ley againet the R.I.C. This held almost to the end
in this partioculer area. In November 1920 and January 1921,
some drink-laden Tommies who strayed into country districts
around Kilrush were safely returned after being searched for

arms.

R.I1.C. patrols in country districts, having been now
suspended, end the Volunteers not having as yet given
consideration to methods of coping with the bccasiUMal
lightening passage of a police tender, it was decided that if
enything effective were to be accomplishsed with the means at
hand, the police muet be attacked in the village streets.

The R.I.C, attended Mass in Kilmihil in parties of four, the
church and barracks being at the opposite ends of the village.
They left the church in parties of two, twenty paces apart.
On the second Sunday in March 1920, the two police bringing
up the resr were shot down when close to the harﬁank. The
attacking perty immediately retreated as pre-arranged, a
second party teking up position to cover them. The covering
party retreated in due time in safety, except onew This was
the ceptain of the local company -~ John Breem. Ha‘dﬂlayad

some time to cover off the finsl retreast. Fire was opened
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on him by police who emerged Bﬁﬁ&an13+frnmaﬁha=barrauk._ He
held them single-handed until bis gun wes empty and he was
turning to follow his party when he was shot through the hesd.
He was immaﬁsaiy popular in the district and a folorn hope,
led by the Melican brothers;, Glemore, decided to undertake
hie rescue from -the R.I.C. post that evening. This would
certainly have been attempted, but he died at four o' ¢lock

in the afternoon.

The military were of little sssistence to the police om
this occasion, their post being sbout four hundred yards
from the village.

One of the two R.I.C. men shot down (the sergeant) died

on the spot; the other recovered but was crippled.

Towards the end of this month the adjutant of the &th
Ba ttal:lnﬁ, Micheel Fehy of Kilkee shot himself accidentally
in the thigh. It wes a small calibre buliet and the wound:.
was not serious if given attention. The shot happ&nﬂc'.l. to be
fired in the open and alarmed the police. Secrecy was there-
fore necessary and removal urgent. It was almost a week
before he arrived in hospltal in Limerick. Poisoning hed set
in in the meantime, and he lingered on for another month
when he died. The lose-of this officer was to affect the
5th Battalion very seriously aftﬂrlands.‘

At this time two elightly defective rifles and 500 rds.
of 303 were received into the area; alﬂnmécme gmall arms
with ammunition, and a box of gremades. On being tested, the
first grenade falled %o explode, the second was O.K. 1%
being thought well to try a third, it failed to explode alseo,
until those whd were carrying out the test were on the point
of breaking cnva_r.l There was not much faith reposed on those

grenades afterwarda.

Dunbeg wes evacuated by the R.I.C. at the breginning of

" March 1920.
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Another gulet period now intervemed. The Volunteer
organisation was tightened up, and a police force imstituted.
The S8inn Fein courte functioned openly; a few resignatione
took place among the R.I.C.; only & few were inclined to be
aggressive. The evacuated barrecks in the area were destroyed
at Baster; the Inland Revenue Offices were raided and books and
documents seized. Even after this the R.I.C. snd military
remained inactive. - Men who had been on the rum enjoyed a
comparative rest period. Everything promised well. But the
Black and Ten force was already being formed in England. The
first few of these to appesar in the ‘area exclted more curiosity
then sught elme. As a few of the R.I.C. moved out, the Black
end Tans moved in. Their hostility increased in proportion to
their numbers. Police tenders appeared more often on the roads.
Some aesaults were committed on wellknown Sinn Fein sympathiser:
The Blacﬁ and Tan Terror had begén. A new situation was to be

met by the Volunteers.,

L

PART II.

Thalﬂacisiuna handed down by tha Binn Fein an:tﬂ ware
abceptgdiwithout demur by the maeas of .the pqupla. There were
exceptione carried to various lengths by a few among the old
ascendency. Gyiaf among these was the eteward of Kilmore House.
Knock - a Mr. Martin. Kilmore House was a residence of
"Hi ckmen~Gore" as he was commonly known, an ex—rack-ranting
landlord of traditional vintage. Mr. Martin was: his steward.
Being affected by a decision handed down by the local Sinn Pein
court, ﬁa daciﬂed to ignore same, and gavasg;l_cuncerned to
understand that any attempt at enforcement wotld meet with sterr

messures. Consequently, a party of ten armed. Volunteers

.approached his house. Ho was in the garden and, on being

challenged, opened fire with a revolver. In the ensuing excite-
ment a Volunteer named Haesset was accidentally shot in the right

side at close range by the men next him. Martin was shot down
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and left for desd. He was removed to the house by servants and,
surviving until conveyed to Kilrush, made & truly marvellous
recovery in Ennis Infirmary afterwards. He was then bundled
up to his Orange home in the north.

In the meantime the unforiunate Haseet was moved out of
the battalion area to the Cree ﬂiatrict.. Removal to hospltal
was urgent, but all motor drivers in Kilrush refused to
chance matters. - In splte of his awful wound, Hasset still
lived but wes visibly sinking when a car at last arrived, owned
and @riven by Willie Hynes of Kilkee; a Volunteer and garage
owner, In the teeth of the twelve-hour curfew law, strictly
enforced at the time, and not without being halted and
interrogated by s police patrol on the Ennis-Limerick road,
Hasset was gotten into §t., John's Hospital, Limerick, four days
after being wounded. He dled the following day.

This occurred at the beginning of June. An enemy military
post was now established at Kilmore House.

At this time a further gquentity of small arms and
ammunition arrived in the area. They were smuggled in at Cobh
by a returned Americaen with the aid. of a young lady who, for
her part, déaerﬁa mention hy name - Martha MacBntee, daughter
of a retired R.I.C. sergeant of Kingscourt, Co. Caven. The
fifat-mantimaﬂ'indiﬂdual had emigrated at the age of sixteen
end had experienced service in the ranks in various units of

the Americen forces, both land end eea, thereby acquiring all

' the overbearing characteristice and conceit peculiar to the

mediocre Yank. Inmadiatalx‘ on arrivel, he imposed himself om
the 3rd battalion and, without even the formality of being sworr
in, proceeded to arrange a ﬁlan of casmpaign which, in ‘the
opinion: of the brigede and battallion staffs, must end in the

decimation of all or any preparsd to follow. He was consequent-

- 1y under suspicion for a time as an ememy agent. Not until all

schemes were finally countermanded by the officer nominally im
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charge of -the county was resiraint imposed. _

_ A little later, in the course of a particularly lurid
exploit, he obligingly left his name and address in the hands
of the R.I.C., being consequently the worst-wanted man in the
area up b the Truce: and, incidentally, dragging his immediate
family into the front line. His photograph in the uniform of

af terwards
the nma_:riaan forces/adorned varicus issues of the enemy "Hue
and Cry". An open w in the right side - a legacy of the
World War - haaled n@ﬂ

run'; a wounds pans:l.on and a job in the Haw Yurk State Clvil

mglact'mantha after his going 'on the

Service waes inaidantally forfeited through inabllity to return
or report for m&dical examination. Admitted to brigade
councils, quarrels theregt were frequent, and though later
promoted to the hrigﬂﬂg' y

ﬁ\.
1listen to the wvoice of reason in many things. Moving through

a bounce, was yet constrained to

the area anl always openly armed, the part of the fulsome fire-

eater was unconsciously played to extremes.

Both military and police evacuated Carrigsholt at the
commencement of July, the police remaining in Kilkee =~ the
military returning to Eilrush.

A weslthy resident of th‘a Cree district now saw fit to
oppose & decision of the Sinn Fein Court which was not to his
liking. He asked for and was given enemy protection. Military
rations ran scarce after a week and aav.ara.l Bucm}ﬁnt fowls
mysteriously (?) disappeared from the yard. Longing eyes wers
next turned on some feb grazing stock. This proved too much
for the “"protected®. A plan was made by the local Volunteer
officer to "kidnap" one of the family, after which the
protection f:uri'.':.r woere persusded to withbdraw. Sinn Fein Court

edlets were neo ]_.nngar questioned.

 Powards the end of July 1920, the Brigade Hea[iquarterﬁ
received a circular from G.H.Q. to the effect that as far as

me ans allowed, flying columns were to be formed in all brigade
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areas. 1% was decided that each company in the brigade would
furnish one Volunteer, all to be mobilised at Simon O'Donnel's
in Tullyeruise for s short training period. This was a: new
departure necessitated by change of tacties on the enemy's
part. _The first mobilisation tock place: the first Sundsy in
Auguet. The men were lectured on the ruﬂimeﬁt& of flying
column tacties and put through a course of practice with a
miniature rifle. This was repeated the following Monday and
Tuesday. Some men dispersed to their homes at night; others,

who lived a distance, remained in the neighbourhood.

Up to this time, ail activities enjoyed immunity from
enemy Intelligence. The Voluntieers as a whole would not, or
cﬂﬁlﬁ not, conceive the possibility of tha'anamy inducing
anybody to act the spy. The known pro-Britlsh element wilthin
the area were few and scettered; they were, besides, kept at
more than srm's lengih and were known to be inactive. All
the greater, therefore, was: the consternation when, on the
forenoon of the fourth day, a lerge force of military and
police from Kilrush swooped down on O'Donnell's. About ten
of the column who hed remained in neighbouring houses over-
night easily escaped. The remalnder were not due to aséeﬁble
before four o'clock. There were thus no arrests. The enemy
concentrated on a thorough search for arms. Forty-three trams
of hay were thrown down. O©'Donnell's garden, house and out-
offices were tapped, sounded and partly dug up, but the raid-
ing force drew a complete blank. Only the miniature: arm and
one Lee-Enfield rifle were being uséd fnr demonstration

purposes; th@se were removed at night.

The temporary disbandment of the column . was now decided
upon, end the Volunteer Intelligence conc&ﬁfféted.un an effort
to discover whence the leakage of information. There was
suspicion cast on a number, but the effort failed for that
{time. It was, however, known that there could be only one

parsnh.raspunﬂibla for the orgenisation of enemy intellligence
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the locel R.I.C. detective at Kilrush. It wes decided that
inmediate actiom should be taken towards the disposal of this
official. He was seldom or never out of town on duty. The -
Kilrush Volunteers: proved a squeamish lot; it was therefore
necessary that a party should enter the town and in daylight
at thate With this end in view, a plcked party of four took
up & concealed position to commandeer a passing car on the
BEnnis-Kilrush main road: on Auguet 10th. A charabanc passed;
g0 did quite a desl of time. At last a car appesred coming
from the Kilrush direction. As it came mear, 1t appeared to

be a goods ven, but it would have to do. It approached slowly

and wae signalled to stop by waving a revolver. It could pow

be seen. to be cm:pldtely covered in at front, sides and top.
As. it crawled slowly past, one of the party went around to the
back - to look into the muzzles of half a dozen céarbines im
the hands of as many R.I.C. A bold move on the part of the
Volunteers and the lorry was undoubtedly theirs, the o-ﬁmpanta
being completely nonplussed at the audfheity of the proceeding.
But the lorry egein quickly moved off; tﬁe police opened fire,
which the Volunteers: were, on their part, too nonplussed to
return. Instead, they fled through a small grove near at hamnd,
while the police fled Jjust as ingloriously in the opposite
direction. It wes an armoured lorry, received in Kilrueh a
few days: previously, end, strange to say, minus rifle vents.
This was a new introduction to the area and something which

‘caused all Volunteers furiously to think.

Another miserable fiasco was yet to follow. A hackney
car belonging to Maerrinan's garage, Kilkee, was secured a few
days: later. Two dumpany lieutenants entered the town on this
occasion, a Brigade ufficar in cherge. The two lieutenants
occupied positions on one side of the street close to the
detective's home; the Brigaede officer was on the opposite side,
while the car waited a short distance off, headed towasrds the

country. The enemy official passed by, on the senior officer's
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side, shortly after positions had been teken up. H# reached
his home without a shot being fired. The party quit the town
per car immediately. Hatters were now stalemate; the column

were yot dispersed and were to remain so for eome time longer.

On the third Saturdsy in jug:ust & lnna Volunteser entered .
the town on a blcycle, and took post, determined on attack,
{thfough the garrison were to be fought afterwsrds. In due. time
the marked official approached. 8o did a brother Volunteer,
quite unaware of impending developments, while a number of
young ladies halted to converse on tha. oppoeite eidewaslk,
directlY 1n the line of fire; and again did t!_lia man pass
unhiarmed. The walting party was about to excuse himself and _
follow, when the detective turned into a licensed premises two
doors away. He was followed in shortly afterwarde, lured to
the kitchen: and done to death while police and military
mingleh in the streets outside.

No suspicione were aroused aml escape was & matter nr.
moments. The bicycle was left in the care of s resident a mile
out in the country, while the party returned to a hill over-
locking the town to watch the ensuing hubbub through a pair of
pocket glasses. This nmurrenaé could be looked upon as an
example of the hysterical famaticiem actuating some of the mors

extreme elements of Sinn Fein.

Considerable ggrarian trouble, which centred arcund a
would-be loyalist - who had assisted Sinn Fein withal - wes now
rife at Kilballyowen in the Fifth Battalion area. Except as
instigators, the few Volunteers in the ares were inactive. The
Brigade Commander felt that a demonstration in force was
necessary end entered the ares in iwo cars with a party of ten.
Having made some arrests and arranged a temporary casﬁﬁtim of
the trouble, the party ratﬁnéd towards Cooraclare vis Dunbeg
on the following morning. The cars took different routes from
the latter point. This haluppenad to Iba the Sunday morning
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following the Kilrush ahno:ting, and two lorries: of police: were
demonstrating wildly through the country. One of the Volunteer
cars which took a route through Cree and Ballinagun halted for
water and some 8light repairs at the latter place and was
ceught-between the.two lorries. Three of the five Volunteers
thereln were armed. Two of them disposed of their guns

unobeerved. The police wrecked the car and beat the driver,

"Sprig" Marrinsn of Kilkee, but did not arrest him. The .three
Volunteers were also mercilessly beaten, especiallly the man who
wae ceught armed - Ceptein Patrick Berke of Cooraclare. This
man wes Brigade Q.M. He was sentenced to two years' impriscne
ment aend died shortly after release uwing'tq“;lr-treaﬁmant
whils in Jaill. His loss %o the Brigade was ﬂ&aply felt, being
foremocst in all activities up to his arrest.

The others were released within the week, although one of
them happened to be the man whose position in Kilrush the
previous day was raﬁher compromising. Luckily he was not . .
recognised. '

Ceptain Mick Honan (already mentioned on page 6) and much

.wanted for the Kilmihil shooting, had come cyeling round the

heereet bend s all were piling on to the lorries, He promptly
emptied five rounds repid into friend gnﬂ foe alike. This
rated the prisoners an extra thrashing upon réaching Kilrueh
while paraded in the room where the detective shot the previous

day was Jaid out.

It_jas now considered opportune to call the colum:
together again. Mobilisstion took place thereafter without

interferencs.

I mey here remark that Tullycfina hill commsnded an:
eztanaifa view over almost one qﬁarter of the entire Brigade
area. A few scouts with glaasea!might &atect an enemy approach
milaa.orf; Here was also 1u¢k11% placed the residence of Simon

O'Donnell. There was no stauncher supporter of Sinn Fein than
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thies man and his family. His wife was an aunt of one of the
executed 1916 lesders, and his son, Art, wae the first

commandant of the West Clare Brigade.

;Thexwhola Brigade staff, with quii? a number of the
personnel of battalion and company staffs, were now on the rum
while dwellings in isolated districts commenced to receive: a
patronag; which rather enlivened the hitherto placid lives of
their owners. There was not a single instance: in which foeod

and shelter was refused to the wented men.

"Kilmore House was yet garrisoned by the enemy. The first
move was made agﬁinﬂt the enemy communications which were
maintained by a single lorry on the Kilrush-Knock rosd. This
lorry passed at fairly frequent intervals., Elaborate
precautions were taken to ensure success in this - the opening
venture of the new column. A position was chosen at Burrsne
on August 27th. After whet appeared an interminable wait,

a mere G.5. wagon, drawn by two horses and loaded with
supplies, drove into the ambush position from the Kilrush
direction. The only escort was two unarmed Tommies on thp
front seat. Such small fry should have been allowed %o pass
end larger fish awasited. Before any restraining aection could
be taken, almost the entire column descended with & whoop on
the petrified Tumm;aﬂ. The seizure of the smpplies and horses
and the deatruqtion of the wagon occupied little time, the
escort being allowed to return to Kilrush unhermed. The
horses were moved into the 4th Battalion area and held there
for some time. Owing to their whinnying propensities at the
sound of lorries, they were later disposed of to an outsider.
Although nothing more than s minor inecident, this capture
resulted in the evacustion of Eilmﬁre House shortly afterwards.

Enemy poste in the ares now numbered four:-

Kilruah.{pclice, military and cosstguards).’
Kilkee: olice and coastguards)

Kilmihil (police and military)

Kildysart (police).
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The coastguard station atl Quillty ahl:_mld be mentioned,
but, up to a few weeks of the Truce, this poet remained
unncticed. The number of coastguards in each station was at a
minimum, They could be considered strictly neutral and

fraternised with the people.
Eilrush was. enemy hesdguarteaers.

Communi cation between Kilrush and Kilmihil was maiﬁtainad
by a single lorry. This ran a few times a week, but always on
Mondays wvia the Enock&rm-ﬂ}ilmurrymacmahan road. The next
move was made against thie 1ine. The colum which had
temporarily disbenided was called up egain on Septenber 4th.

It may be remarked that column personnel changed from time %o
time, a rather doubiful arrangement. The few rifles remained
the nucleus around which gathered a wvaried asgsortment of
ravnlve}-n and sheotguns. Altogether sbout twenty men mobilised
on this occasion. The spot selected was at Kilmurrymscmshon -
{Drumdegis), a poor position, but the best available. The
lorry usually passed by from Kilmihil at 2 p.m.l The column

had not mobilised until 9 a.m., on the spot. Scouts were not
effectively poated. Positions were allotted and, withltha most
perfoct self-assurance, born of the easy success at Burrane,
each man started to improve his post as best he could. Finally,
it was declded that thé road, which was narrow at the point,
should be entrenched. Preparations waré scarcely half com;:lulate
when, about 11 a.m., the lorry suddenly appesred over a rise
threa' hundred yards away. A momentary pause occurred, when

someons involuntarily shouted "Run, lads".

Tha_lina of retreat was at an. angle 135 degrees esway from
the lorry; sbout fifteen men were jammed together in a small.
gateway as the Tommies came into actim;. Sdevere casualties
must have occurred at this point but for the presence of mind
of two Volunteer officers who were on the opposibe side of the

road T rom the mein party. Those were Lieut. Hasset of the
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Cooraclare cbmpaﬁr (at present Captain P. Hasset, A;my Air Corps
end Captain @Willie Shanshsn (afterwards killed). They oOpened Te
rapid fire on the military and distracted their attention from
the side on which the main rout was tsking place. They now also
retreated, but could be considered as having done sc¢ honorsbly.
In the meantime, the main body fled wildly through the country.
Some flung awey their arms and did not hait for miles. One,
however, did not fly. Captain M. Chembers of B/Coy. &rd Battn.
wag posted on the roadside a short distance off and krew nothing
of the retreat until the lorry drove up and halited on the road
beside him. It was then too late to move. He lay on his rifle
inglde a bank: four feet high at the roed, and two feet high
inside, expecting discovery at any moment. A whin bush, which
he hed placed on the fence top to shield his poeition was
knocked on him by a Tommy who mounted the fence directly over—
head t0 purvey the field, He was obliged %o remsin in this
nerve-wracking position for over an hour, while the enemy
carried out seerches locally, and closed the road. They drove
off, leaving him undiscovered. ~

With the exception of one prisoner, there wae no casualty.
The prisoner wes Staff Captain Wm. Shannon, who was down on a
miseion from G.H.Q. His home was within a half-mile of the

gcene. He was sentenced to a year's imprisonment.

Before the repercussions incidentsl to this discreditable
eplsode could be fully gauged, an event occurred which marked
the commencement of the "terror" in real esrnest. 1& Captain
Lendrum, en ex-British army officer end a native of Co. Tyrone,
wae at this time acting R.M. He attended all Petty Sessione
Courte. on due ﬂatéa; but his duties were severely nil; police
summons had become things of the past.  He sometimes travelled
on police tenders, but usually went about in his own car
unaccompanied. The car was a Ford two-seater end looked good in

the eyes of some Volunteer officers. The tacit consent of g
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the Brigede Commander was given for its seizure when:
oprortunity ravourﬂ§ - with the underaﬁﬁnﬂing tgat its owner
wes mot to be injured. How this was to be eEESired. in the
event of his offering resistance was not made clear. On a few
occasione parties who lay in wait were dlsappolnted. It became
known that he was {o travel from Kilkee to Miltown-Malbay on
September 6th. Two Volunteers lay in wait at a level crossing
at Caherfeenick, two miles north of Dunbeg. The reilway gates
hed been c¢losed across the road and an officer who wae supposed
to be present had not yet arrived when Captain Lendrum drove up
According to the aceount afterwards given, he whipped out en
esutomatic when challenged. Before he had a chance: to use it
he wae fired on and mortally wounded. The Volunteer officer
concerned now ceme up. The car was taken a mile further on and
the wounded man was taken to an outhouse in a field nearby,

where he died that evering. In the meantime, the car was
secreted eight miles: further on. The body was welghted down
and sunk off low-water mark the same night.

The Rireen ambush, in which several of the enemy were
killed and wounded, took place eleven miles further on, on the
same road and date. The double event occesioned an immense
cancﬂntfatinn of police and military in all West Clare. Eavﬁga
reprisals were carried out in Lahinch and Miltown-Malbay, and
were carried on in lesser form all along the coasst road to
Kilkee. Over twenty miles. of countryside smoked and emouldered
for days afterwards; dwellings and business premises in the
ebove-mentioned towns, and aslmoet the entire hay and corn harves:
thence to Kilkee.

The pnlicé wWere now elamant for the return of Gaptain:
Lendrum's body. The Parish Priest of Kilkee, gcting as e
intermediafty, approached the Volunteers with an enemy ultimatum.
Unless the remains were delivered up by 12 noon on September
11th, the villages of Mullagh, Dunbeg and Cooraclare would be
burnt out. The Brigade decided to call this bluff. Ambush
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parties wera.ppata& in tha_thraatanaﬂ villages. on the night of
September 11lth and agein on the night of September 12th. The
roade in the vicinity were blocked and snipers posted in the
event of a dﬁyliﬁhi descent. But the Gnsmy.remainﬂd in
barracks end the threat was not carried out. o

Captain Lendrum's brother now errived on the scens and
requested the return of the remains. His request wes granted.
Exhumation, if 1% could be called so, accordingly took place.
The body was placed in a rudely constructed coffin and placed,
lebelled, on the railroed track near Cragganock railway station
at night. I&Iwua picked up by the crew of the down train the
following morning and conveyed to Kilkee.

The terror engendered among the people by this affeir was
indescribable. In addition to the threatensd villages being
almost entirely evacuated by their inhabitants, few people in

the thi;ﬂ battalion srea remained 1in their homes.

Of many ludicrous incidents inspired by panic, one may be
given: A couple who lived about two miles from Dunbeg village

' hed been blessed with over a dozen children in less than that

number of years of married life. While sitting at their fire-
&lde in a state of tension, a neighbour's dog barked. The
mother roused the children and, scarcely taking time to dress,
bolted out the back door leading three in each hand. The oldest
child followed, leading two more. The father had in the mean—
time spread a heavy bed-quilt on the kitchen floor and bundled
the four youngest but one into it. This he swung on to his back
end bolted also. Crossing a dry gripe, one of the children,
whose cries he failed to hear, fell out. Another party,
stampeding on a cross: direction, found the wailing youngster

and took it eslong. When restored to its parentse on the morrow
it had nﬂtryet been missed.

The sinister activity of a secret agent again becams
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mamfest. Four dajy efter the remsins were handed over, the
enemy raided the home of the carpenter who constructed the
coffin, Iuckily, he was from home. Though a married man'with

a young family to maintain, he was obliged to go 'on the run’,

A successor to Captain Lendrum was appointed in due course

but he remained strictly within the confines of Kilrush.

A suddsn torpor now descended on brigade activities. To
more did lorries mova'aingly or on schedule. The Kilrush and
Kilkee garrisons were reinforced and machine guns were
mounted on lorries for the first time. The new conditions
wore beyond the scope of the brigade, at least in daylight
attack.s Thée last conclusion could scarcely b&kﬁiﬂﬂaiﬂ.-
four-fifths of the area being uniformly level and open., The
exception to this is a etrip of country from a mile %o one
and a helf miles imr width along the northern bank of the .
Shannon from Kilrush to Lebasheeda. The ehamj did not use

th¢se roads since the evacuation of Kilmore.

The speclal idea governing brigade operations heretofore
was the capture of arms. Latterly this had failed - miserabl}y.
A Martini rifle sent from Dublin had incressed the number at

hand to eight. Of these four were defective but could be used,.

A brigade council wae held in Cooraclare in the middle
of this month (September)., It would be useless %o deny that
the Milmurrymacmehon debacle Lad aet affected the morale of
the brigade adversely. The incident was geverely left out of

discussion.

Instructions -had been received for the seizure of the
rate books, and men were appointed for the purposge. At this
council the brigade staff also undertoock the appointments of
temporary rate collectors. Wnile on this subject, it must
be remarked that thousands. of pounds pessed through Volunteers'
hands during the following months, every penny of which found
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its way to the Co. Council aof:?ﬂfas - then administered by

Sinn Fein.

A crude 1and-m1na-haﬂ been constructed by the Commandant
of the 4th Battalion. Kilmihil being yet held by the enemy,
communications were maintained by two lorries at variable
intervals. It was decided that one more effort should be
made on this line. After a daylight reconnaissance, in
company with officers of the lst Battalion, a date was sedt.
Though carried out in all circumspection, this reconnalssance:
was reported to the enemy at Kilrush. Temporary postponemsnt
was advised and adopted. .To the amazement of the brigade,
several lorries frum.xilruﬂﬁ-anﬁ Ennis converged on the
rogition on the date set. This was the last straw. It was
now plainly evident that the enemy had established an
effective intelligence. Further proof of this was to follow
immediately. |

8inn Fein courts were no longer held openly. All possibls
pecrecy was maintained in connection with one now to be held
in the Clohsnes district. It had scarcely begun the first
day's proceedings when fiwe lorries awaupéd_- down on it.
Scouts gave timely warning and all papers were removed by the
brigade police officer (Ceptain Willie Shaenshan) and staff.
Some civilien lit:l.ganta, feiling to eppreciate any danger,
remsined near the building. Enraged at drawing a blank,
the Black and Tens opened fire on those civilisns. MNichael
Crotty, a businessman of Kilrush, was seriously wounded.
Others escaped with slighter injuries.

Daylight attacks, with the exception of sniping, were:
now out of the question. A new type of lorry, almost entirelj
silent on all gears, and movement on parallel roads largely
countered this. Kilmihil was evacuated by the enemy towards
th__a end of October. This removed a distinctively troublesome

thorn from the side of the Volunteers. Almost the whole area
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now provided elbow room. The nearest post in a north-east.
direction was Ennis, with Miltown-Malbay to the nerth. Kilkee,
Kilrush and Kildysart were now held, and the enemy remained in
those to the last. All transport and milttary were concentrabe
in Kilrush. The R.I.C. in Kildysart sat fast - communications
being maintsined from Ennis. The Kilkee police were
spasmodically active in the town and towards Loap Head.

Activities now switched entirely over to night operations.
It would be tedious to relate the scorea of occasions on which
posifiunﬂ were taken up, especialllyy in the vicinity of Kilrush.
There is a pariicular spot, sbout a mile from the town and
directly on the road to the home of the brigedd adjutant, who
was particulsrly Bouéht. This is known locally as "Higgins
Hill'.1 and it took the grass some years to recover fully there
afterwards. Not on a single occasion did the Brigade
Intelligence in Eilrush furnish advance information. While
lorries seldom moved out, they 1ﬁvuriab1y carrieﬂiﬁadk
prisoners, and while they could be easily interceptedl on the
return journey, the fect of their Mawving prisoners on board
rather complicated matters. They always got back to Kilrusp .
without a shot being fired.

The Weet Clere railway waﬂ'rarair used for enemy transport
When used - the enemy mqveﬂ in force with machine-gune mounted.
The track being gjrictly ground-level, ettack was not considere
feassible, the brigade having no explosives.

During all this time the tension among the people was
increasing. There were a few wanted men who dared mot
surrender ani slept with revolvers umier the pillow. Their
presence in a household, even whem guarded, inflicted undue
gtrair. Those slept in outhouses and hay-barne during the
first haif of Wovember. Existenceg under such conditions meant
real hardship, ﬂvﬂn.with'thg aid of whiskey which, ﬁamehuw,1

under the circumstances, lost half its intoxicating quelities.
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Consequently, three ﬂ'ugou'ﬁa woere consiructed and made: fairly
comforteble. All were in the 3rd Battalion area. Those were
occupied during the winter smd into the following spring, and

added considerably to the amenities of the wanted men.

Iittle of note now happened until the great attempted
round-up in the middle of November. A number of Volunteers
were arrested in their homes. The only outetanding incildent
in connection therewith occurred at th home of the commandant
of the 3rd Battalion. This officer's home wae raided at 1.30
a.m, The brigede commandant, who had: ralsxaq vigllance, and
alsc the brigede quartermaster were steying there. BEoth slept
in an. sttic room. BEBefore the door was opensd, in anewer to
a peremptory burst of knocking, the quartermaster who, n:on;;rar_s
t0 all pre-cpnceived ideas on the subject, wes a man of
diminutive size, had seized the wrong breeches and descended
to the kitchen. He then took refume in the same bed as an
invelid member of the family. With a neckerchief tied over
his head, he successfully emulsted an old lady with the tooth-
ache and escaped detection when the room was searched with
fleshlights.

In the meantime, the 'brigada commender _ha& succeeded in
getting partly into the smaller man's breeches, and was only
at the head of. the staircase leeding to the kitchen when the
police entered. The battelion 0/C., being at home, was

~ilmmediately put under arr_?a-tt;' The brigede 0/C., on being

interrogated, a_uccaaﬂfuhy poeed as a hired man. He was
recognised by one of the raiding perty, e Constable O0'Neill,
who had been previously stationed in Cooraclare, Instsad of
vrlaying Judas, the Constsble bore him out in his statement.
The raiding party then went off, leaving behind them two
much~-wanted men. Constable O'Neill was transferred out of

Kilrush shortly afterwarde and lost sight of.
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The arrested officer wes Dan Sheedy of Cooclanumerra,
Cooraclare. Hitherto he was the unappreciated "brains" of
the brigade. From an edministrative viewpoint he was the

heaviest loss the brigade suffered in either killed or captured.

Heretofore the enemy had the open uee of the roads. It
was now decided that all rosde should be entrenched at selected
spote throughout the whole area. The Kilrush police in five
lorries made a sudden descent on the Monmore district a few
days after the first trenches had been cut. They rounded up
some of the local people to close same, In the course of this,
g local Volunteer nemed Jochn Lynch bolted out of his home,
carrying his arme ~ a single-barrel shotgun and four cartridges
Almost the whole enemy force opened fire on him at four hundred
rarﬂs; He escaped unscathed. The trench, with some others in

the neighbourhood, remained closed for two weeks.

Owing to the roads belng entrenched, as well as th& twﬁl?ﬁ
hour curfew law then in force, motor traffin;had almost
entirely disappeared for some weeks past. & private touring
car, with five male passengers, halted al Monmore Chepel Cross
to inquire the way to Dunbeg on the late afternoen of December
318t. The uniforms of Black and Tans were detected under
civilian overcoats and caps. Since those disguised police
were strengers, it wes presumed they would return by the same
road. hn:amhuah party of slx Volunteers were haﬁtily got
together. Positione were scarcely taken up on the roadside
vhen a car moving slowly and without lights appeared from the
Dunbeg direction. At the first shot a woman's scream was
heard and firing ceased. It was & hackney-car from Kilkee,
&rivénaby Willie Hynes, mentioned elsewhere in these pa@ 8.

Hg wae conveying a Dairying Instructress and her paraphernalia
to a newly-opensd station. The car was disghlééy the petrol
tank being shot through, but, providentially, naithar of the
nccupantﬂlw&s injured. The police car had gone on to Kilkee
from Durbeg.
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Towards the end of this month, the first enemy intelligence

‘agent was executed in the area. To him was traced the betirayal

of the second Burrane effort, also that of the Sinn Fein Court
at Clohanss in September. Being closely related to some

Volunteer officers, the execution was unofﬂiciai.

The ceptain of the Dunbeg Company, Michael MacNamara, and
the brigesde police officer, Ceptain Willie Sheanahan, were much
sought after owing to the shooting of Géptain Lendrum. They
had slept unguarded at an isolated house in the Dunbeg district
for some nights previous to December 12th. A%t 2 s.m. on: the
morning of the 13th, the house was surrounded. The enemy had

' been led thereto by a secret agent. Both were captured and

conveyed to‘Kilruapu They were being conveyed to Ennie on the
19th. When the lorries reached a lonely pert of the road at
Darregh, MacNamara was ordered out and told he could go home.
He had gone back only twenty yasrds when he was shot down.
Shanshan was conveyed to Ennis. He requested to be taken to a
lavatory a rGW'hnufﬂ after being put in . a cell. An W.C.O.,
while conveying him thereto, shot him through the head. This
N.C.0. wes killed in Ennis after the Truce. |

In the meentime, the breeking up of the enemy road
communications had gone on apace. Only one train per dey now
ran: on the West Clare railwey. Thie carried.the maile which
seldom escaped the I.R.A. Censor. Telaphona or telegraph

communication had been non-existent for months. The Kilrush

' military post liad had wireless communication with Ennis.

Lorries moved out rarely, but in ever increasing force. A& few
Black and Tans in Kilkee had made themselvee obnoxious during
this period, especially one nemed Reilly. A_sélected-man was
gent into the area to shoot him. The Kilkee Volunteers
objected to this procedure aa;r&flaeting on their own capacity.
They requested the loan of four rifles for a week, but held

them for three weeks ﬁnﬂ effected nothing. The brigade O/C.

=]
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decided to do nothing further about it. Prior to this, the
colunn ked entered the town twice at night and taken up

vositions. Both efforts proved abortive.

Communications had been maintained between this town and
Kilrush'ﬁy heavily ermed lorries. The brigade did not think it
feasible to attack owing to lack of favoursble position.

The yesr 1921 opened with a very unfortunate incident.
Two wanted men were asleep in a hnuaa.nn the roesdside sbout two
miles north of Cooraclsre - on January 10th. A few local peopls
unagware of their presence, partly filled in a trench. %o allow
passage for a farm cart. Their host roused both men and
objected strongly to the trench being 1ntarfers&twiﬁh, as 1t
prevented ﬁny sudden descent from the Kilrush direction. One
of jhe men discharged a few shote in the general direction of
the working party, just to frighten them off., One of the
bullets lodged in the body of a young man named Folsey and he
died the same day. Thomas Shannon, a farmer who lived in the
Moyasta district, wes acting Sinn Fein magistrate. His door
wes knocked on at midnight during the first week of March.
On opening eame, he was shot dead. This was done by the Kilkee

Black and Tans.

A Brigade conference was held iln the 4th Battallion area
on February l4th. It was ﬂaciﬂad_that the roads should once
and for all be made 1mpasadhlﬁ to the enemy; also that the
West Clare railway - latterly overmuch used =~ should be torn
up. The first part of the progremme was rather over thoroughly
effected by eight echelon trenches in each company area. The
latter part developed into a sort of see-saw game between the
?oluntqara at night time and the railway repair gang in the
day time. The echelon trenches provided means of passaege to
donkey or horse-drawn vehicles. The lorriés were largely
immobilised. A now excellent opportunity for sniping was

neatly countered by the enemy who lniroduced the carryling of
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hostages for the first time. The hostages were invariably
prominent supporters of Sinn Fein. They aslso formed working
parties when trenches were to be filled in and sltogether had

a rather unplegssant time.

All filled-in trenchee were re-opened immediately, but
the enemy avnlvad:a nasty habit of leaving grenade traps behind
The partly repaired trenches were then left untouched and new
ones opened. On one occasion the enemy dumped a commandeered
wheelbarrow, bottom up, into a semi-repaired trench. It lay
there a week, an object of the most profound suspicion to itse
owner and the countryside at lerge. BEventually, several
lengtha of- rope were knotted together and one en& wag gingerly
tied to the wheel while the dwellings in the vicinity were
evacua ted. Hﬁlf the local population tugged at the other end.
There was nothing under it. |

‘ In May of this year, an enemy aeroplane, carrying _
dispatches to Dublin, made a forced landing in Co. Limarick;
It was captured by the local ?Dluﬁtears. The following extract
from an Intelligence report captured therein was forwarded to
the Brigade;-
"Willie Haugh and twenty others are in a dugout in the
Shragh district since October. They are armed with
riflas“._ ) '
This was true, in part at least, and was a further indication

of efficiency on the part of enemy intelligencs.

During the first three months of this year, the brigade
commander was very closely hunted. On more then one occasion
he literally went out the back door as the enamy enﬁereﬁ by

the fiont.

Towards the middle of April the Brigade 0/C. wae called
away for a consultation with the County Commander. The latter
wee also Q/C. Bast Clare Activa Service Unit. On April 18th
the Brigade Adjutant, who was also 0/C. West Clare Column,
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received a dispatch to the effect that both units were to
converge on Kildysarit R.I.C. barracks on the night of April
19th, and to merch at once. -Starting from Monmore the West
Ciare column raanhad'cpélmaan.croas at & a.m. on the morning
of the 19th. Here a further dispatch was received with
instruetions tﬁ return to Tullycrine and awsit further orders.
The Bast Clare Unit invested Kildysart barracke on the night
of the 21st. Resort was had to warious ruses to draw the
garéiaun or part of it into the open, but the garrison sat
tight and nothing was effected. The East Clare unit then
resumed its march to Tullyecrine qnﬂ a junction (naively
epeaking) wes effected on the 22nd. Plans were then drawn up
for an attack on the Kilrush posts, and the united colum
resumed the march at 4 p.m. the same afﬁarnnan. The total
column mustered thirty-one rifles. Théiman marched in twos
in open order and were profected by scouis at vantage polnts :
shead and in both flanks. The country people lined the road
on both sides and the setting sun outlined a tableau both
impressive and imposing. . g

Seventeen men were told off to surround the military
post whkeh waes in a disused and isolated portion of the work-
house buildings. This post wes 150 yards north of the town.
of this detail of seventeen, the main party of nine were
posted inside e fence 4% feet high, at the workhouse cross,
on the direct road from the workhouse to the town and mid-
way between both; The remaining eight were posted in two
parties of four to prevent or resist exit over the boundary

 wall. A party of four was sent %o attack the coasiguard

station a mile south-west of the town. A bombing party of
four was posted directly across the road from the R.I.C.
barracks. Those -were instructed to throw a bomb at and open
fire on any returning patrol as a signal to the remaining
party of six stationed at & large gateway less than 100 yards

from the barrack door and flanking ssme. The position of
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the bombing party was risky, -as they were directly under
machine-gun fire from the barrack and had no covered retreat.
Though cloudy, the night was fairly bright, the moon appruachﬂn
ing the first quarter, and high. No patrol seeming to be out,

the bombing party guit their post ;ftar three-quarters of en ¥
hour and took upﬁannther position cloee to the convent wall,
and 8till in view of the barracke A soldier happened along
and, on being chsallenged, surrendered gquietly. The officer
commanding the military next mame along. He was in mufti, but
carried a haversack. He emptied his revolver at the bombing
party and escaped. During this fracas the soldier esceped alsc
but was shot through the shoulder in doing so.

In the meantime, the party of six stationed at the gate-
way entered the town. They 6amﬂ on two R.I.C. in the market
square. They fired on them and wounded one. The R.I.C.
retreated, but were followed up and again fired on. One was
killed, the other forced a doorway by throwlng his welight
against 1t and eecaped through a back window. Some Black and
Tens scattered here end there through the town now tock refuge
in wverious funk-holes and remained there until daylight. '

The party stationed at the worltiouse cross hed, in the
meantime, undergone a two-hour wait. The officer in charge of
this perty fully reslised that this was sn unwonted opporitunity
of securing some sorely-needed rifles for the West Clare Columr
Should the military emerge, they were to be sllowed within 15
0 20 yerds. A high wall bounding the approach on both sides
implied & frontal fights. Nine rifles opening rapld fire at
such short range must effbct casualties and, in the circum-
gtances, compel inetant retreat in half-aaaaonaé goldiers.
Secrecy ﬁs to the position was essential; therefore all comers,
even the enemy militery commander previcusly mentioned had
been allowed to pass unchallenged. BStrict orders were issued

that all fire was to be withheld until the party commander
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fired the firet shot. The secrecy order served a timely
pretext to save the enemy commander's life. The latter had :a
short time previously sasved the life of the father of the
officer in éharga of this I.R.A. unit when the Black and Tans

raided in masks té shoot him.

The sky having now cleared, and the moon being at a

favourable angle, the military were at lest plainly seen to be

moving out. But this, and what proved to be a final opportunity

wes t0 be completely frustrated by that bene of the best laid
plan of mouse, man or monster - the Jjumpy volunteer. Scarcely-
had & dozen of the enemy emerged and commenced moving down the
road, when: two qf the party opened fire; the remainder followed
sult immediately. The Tommiea immedistely turned tail and went
back in the gate, dregging one of their number, shot through
the stomach. All nine rifleas now opened on the post itself.
The crash of glass and splintered slating mingled with the hum
and lightning of ricocheting bullets. Two Verey lights wers
sent up; one fell short, the other fell directly.nn the
attacking party. Wild fifing from rifles and machine guns
cpened from all postes and, in the midst of confusion, the
retreat signal sounded.

Long after the column departed, the town was 8%till belng
reked. The enemy remained strictly indoors until clear daylight
The GC, militery then led & dashing bayonet charge through

empty streetsa.

The party sent to attack the coastguard station retreated
after a half-hour's hr;ak sniping. They caught up with the main
body a helf hour after the latter had cleared the town. The two
parties of four men aach.ﬂurrcuﬁding the military post on the
north and west sldes did not come in%o action. The anﬂmy'
announced their cesuslties as one killed, two wounded.

Volunteer casualties - nil.
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The column retreated vias Cocraclare to Cree, where the
day of the 22Z2nd was spent. It rétreataﬁ that night to
Cahermurphy and on the following night to Liaﬂycasay via the
Sorrel Island roasd. The men were comsidersbly fatigued and
had scareely retired to billets on the morning of the 24th
when: a gerersl alarm announced the approach of the enemy from
the Ennis direction. The column immediately re-mobilised at
a pre-arrenged rendezvous. The enemy - a dozen lorries with
an a rmoured car - were diveyte& by & blockede and proceeded

via Kildysart instead.

The colums parted that evening at Clancy's Cross in
Lissycasey; one to return to Eest Clare vie Rinesnns across

the Fergus estuary; the other to West Clare.

At 4 p.m, on April 26th, a mixed force of the enemy
1ﬁ twelve lorries drove up to the brigade adjutant's home in
Monmore. Though only the female members of the family and
gome younger children were present, they were dauntlesély
received., Sentries were posted and the work of destruction
commenced. Permission to remove enything whatsoevser was
curtly refused. All articles commending themselves for ﬁhe
use or comfort of the enemy was piled on to the lorries. The
sight of a perticulerly fine bundle f linen being removed
to the lorries proved too much for the owner, and & struggle
took place which resulted in some being retrieved. A mine
was laid underneath the well in the kitchen fireplace. All
unwanted articles were also piled therein. The ﬁwﬂllinghouse
together with the out-offices were now plentifully sprinkled
with petrol. The latter were also mined. But an unusual
inecident was to delay matters somewhat furthar. A pat thrush
wag releassed.from ite cage and thrown outside. This was
reminiscent of its daily bath, but seeing none at hand,
returned to its cage, now on top of the kitchen pilé. When
sgain removed, a Tummy held it in his hand.
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A sow with a progeny of fouriteen toock matters
philosophically end, on belng evicted from her sty, suckled
her brood in the yard.

The explosion shock the countryside and brought the sow
to her feet with a ferocious enort. The descending avsalanche
of stones snd rubble completed her rout and she took to the
fields in wild etampede. |

Frobably for moral effect the mines seem to have heen
overcharged and & mumber of the wreckers had narrow escapes.
One Tommy was rendered unconscious by a splinter of s tone and
did not recover consciousness until removed to Kilrush. This
soldier died of his injuries within the week, also another who
had pitched, head first, from a lorry following the demolition
of the brigsde 0/C's house at an earlier hour on same date.
Portions of the buildiﬁgs were blown hundreds of yards awey
and the fire which followed consummated a very thorough reprissl

A valuable gold watch, chain and signet had been secreted
in g small stove in an immer room at the back of the kitchen
fireplace. Marvellous to say, those were recovered completely

intact after the ruins had cooled off.

Similar scenes had been enacted at the brigade commandant's
home in Danganelly on the same date., Although a nunber of
unoceupied houses end out-offices, with hay, corn, etc. had
been burned from time %o time, those were the only occupied

dwellings destroyed in the area. ¢

The brigade sdjutant returned to view the wreckage a week
later and f-han proceeded to the nearest dugout to spend the
night. Alasi The morsl effect harri materialised. The dugout
had been destroyed by local residents in frenzied panic; two
others e distance off had been denuded of their furnishings
and left bare. The democlition squad was led by the company
lisutenent, no less! But the weather was now warm and the

bracken was dry.
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The terror was now at its height. Ten-foot planks, bolted
laterelly, gave the enemy lorries a fresh lease of mobility.
Thqir descent on the countryside was mafka& by indiscriminate
shooting, especially 'when they failed to collect a working
party. Wild stampedes marked their approach. To many, indeed,
the slght or sound of a lorry became synonymous with Gabriel's
finel trumpet.. But trenches were now open to double and
treble their original width and the lorriss were graduslly
penned up in Kilrush until the enemy finally gave up this
particular phase of the struggle towards the middle of June.

After the truce, and even for months after, the roasds
had been repaired, beasts of burden fondly insisted on a zig-
zag course when they came to the site of the ancient trenches.
Nor was all this without ite due reaction on the people. The
wanted men was in many cases furtively received. The usual
procedure wnsltha immediate setting of the tea~table, regardles
of protests, while some member of the femily watched from the
roadway. When tea was finished, holy water was immediately
produced, and excuse for further delay there was none.

Bven the'watch-dog'e honest bark" was no more a sedative to
frayed nerves, and scores of over-conscientious animale psid
forfeit with their lives. Their genus must fade from the
countiryside, or a continuation of the terror must eventtally
evolve a barkless breed. Nor wes: the passing moment without

its effect on the wild life of the countryside. The strain was

‘not conducive: to sporting proclivities, the cartridges had

become rare and precious. Hares and raebbite scarcely moved
aside; the aﬁipa feﬁ openly on the edge of the bog~trenches,
and even that warieat of birds - the wild goose - fed without
its accustomed sentry in broad daylight, and scarcely deigned

e glence at the peesing man fifty yards off.

'Eamﬂ rafqrannan must slso be made to thet dreadful

visitation best known among the peocple as the "Republican Itch"
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Thie was Bcablies in its most virulent form. The grizzled
veteran, and the coy maid were slike victimised, and the
invariable prelude to re¥iring for the night was, in the wvulgar
parlance, "an hour's gcratehing" The writer often strip{’:eﬂi
in the cool air and wellowed a la the genus porcus in a pool

of peat water which gave delightful, if temporary, relief.

Chemiste did & rushing trade in sulphur ointments, etc. The

disease came t0 a head in from three to six monthe in bollse
either in the neck or posterior, after which it graduslly faded

off, though not entirely aradic‘ata& for years afterwsrds.

The principal duties of the litfle column during this
period was the protection of demolition parties, with the now
tiresome night watches in ambush positions in the neighbourhood
of Kilrush. Ruses many and vaeried %o draw the enemy at night
became, towards: the Truce, a sort of smusement. The grating
of picks and shovels through road metal, etc. could be plainly
heard for miles around in the calm of night; but the enemy
merely sat tight in secret outposts in the fringe of the town,
end the greater the evidence of activity without, the tighter
they sat witlﬁn.

The following will serve as an indication of th.a fox and
geese game now being played:- Ten R.I.C. of the Kilkee
gerrison went by rail to Ennls the first week. of June {o give
evidence at the Quarter Seesions in some cases of malicious
injuries. It became known they were to return the following
day. With Ceptain Chambers in charge of the column, an ambush
position wae taken up beside the railroad track between Moyasta
end Kilkee to give them a welcome home wvolley. The irein pssser
by empiy. As the ambush: party were evacuating the p.aaitim.
nine lorries with an armoured Lancia negotisted the tideway,

e mile east, (the bridge being down) and safely escorted the
tenr R.I.C. back to their post.

On the second Saturdsy in June the column commander got



»

e

!

Fi

36.

information at 11 a.m. that nine R.I.C. of the Kilkee garrison
had cycled to EKilrush an hour before. This was a long-sought

gift. The column made a rushed march of three miles and tock

up position at Moyasta Bechool. Am hour later a non-stop frain

péssﬁd.aruunﬂ the Moyasta Lﬂﬁp, 400 yards away, serenely
conveying the R.I.C. back to their post. Information of this
was inadvertently conveyed to the enemy. There was no further

direct commnnidﬁtinm.hetwaan Kilrush and Kilkee.

Towards the 1lst of June an incontinent alip on the part
of an N.C.0. of thg Kilrush garrison led tc & line gf
investigation, which resulted in the tracking down of & second
enemy agent. To this individual was traced the betraysal of
Captains Shanashan and MacKRamara, the secret service document
captured in the Limerick aeroplane, the many almoat too timely
raids on houses sheltering the brigade 0/G. etc.. The exescution
of this agent finelly mallified enemy intelligence in the whols
area. Irony of ironies, he was a brother of the scout

mentioned as drowned on page b.

The Kilkee Volunteers now itched for esctivity. With the
rescurces at hand, thé police were fired on. They afterwards
stayed. closaly to barracks of nights. ihe Volunteers next
broke the windows of all houses having any dealings with the
R.I.D._ A certain business house, all too partial to the Tans
through hnﬁinaaﬂ rivalry, was bombed, but the bomb failed to
explode. The police turned out the following say and broke
whatever windows remained. The town remained windowless until

after the Truce.

Strange to say, almost three months passed before the
ﬂnemy'tnnk any action on the Information regarding wanted men
contalned in the intelligence extrsct mentioned in page Z28.
The situation df the dugout mentioned thereln was in the

largest bog in the area, comprising all Shragh and parts of

. Monmore, Dérryéiﬂ, Tullebrack and Tulleher. This area had
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constituted the strategic hﬁadquartars.of the column during
the previous winter; from this point both Kilrush and Kilkee:
could be equally menaced, Kildysart being largely left to Mid-
Clare. A&n enemy must be wary entering such a place during the
winter, it being largely a morass; but the bogs had now dried
end the enemy were to pay a tribute to the prowess of the

wented men, which was somewhat beyond the deserving.

From Killeloe, Corofin end Ennis s mixed force of the enemy
reached Kilrush on fooi on May 28th. Reinforded by part of the
West Clare garrison, there wee a force of over three hundred
all renks. A specisl train steamed out of Kilrush, end hslf
thie force wes dropped a half mile north of Monmore Lake. The
remainder left the train at the Shragh siding and, connecting

~up with the first party, swept the bog in an east and south

direction. This manoesuvre would have missed the main dugout
altogether, which had been on the other side of the track and
near the north end of Monmore Lake. Of two lesser directly in
their path, they discovered one. All had, however, been |
evacuated, and the one discovered was occupled in all innocence
by a stray démkéy vhich had walked in. The enemy drew & blank,
having rushed the bog at the speed n? a pralrie fire, and
appeared gquite relieved when the completion of the search
brought them safely out on the Kilruahﬂcdnraclare main road,

whence they returned to Kilrush.

The column commander and brigade of ficers were on this
occgeion attending a meeting at Scrofuil School for an address
by two G.,H.Q. officers -~ Simon Donnelly and James Hogan.

enemy
The / marched to Kilmihil on the 29th and encamped there

complete with hostages until the following day. -On the evening
of théir aerrival at Kilmihil a party of them surprised a wanted
man -~ Micheel Killloughery of Clonakilla. He pluckily opened

fire on them and, in splte of s wrenched ankle, escaped capture.

The enemy were heavily fired on at Darragh by Frank Barrett's
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column while moving east the following day.

In the firet week of June two Tans of the Kildysart
garrison ventured to Ennis on bicycles. They were in plain
clothes but were reccgnised. They were smbushed on the return
Journey by a few mid-Clare Volunteers and one killed. The
other threw away his machine and ran across country. He was
followed by a lone Volunteer who, when within range, vainly
snapped ‘the trigger on a defective shotgun cartridge. The
chase was given up on the outskirts of Kildysart, the Black

and Tan escaping.

The coastguards' food supplies at Seafield (Quilty) were
seized on June 15th and this body, which comprised only five

men, were withdrawn the following week.

. The West Clare column did not at any time go west of
Kilkee. A "Free" '(?) Republic on the best Central American
lines functioned here from the end of 1920. Nor could 1t be
considered a very healthy esrea for outside Volunteers.

The inhaﬁiﬁanta ravall&d.in an orgy of disputes, ﬁrincipally
agrarian, viz: "Halloran's bog" in Kilferagh, a right of way
to a quarry in Lisheencrony, Barton's demesne in Rahona, and
Willie Studdert's land in Kilballyowen. .One Volunteer named
Shea had shot another named Blaske dead in Februery 1920 over

a disputed ferm. The adjutent of the 5th Battalion, contrary
to regulatione, had taken sides in the "Helloran's bog" dispute
He was promptly betrayed to the enemy and wae interned after
being given a sound thrashing. Two vbluﬁfaers who had been
gent to Kilballyowen on protection duty from the 3rd Battalionf

in August 1920, had been also betrayed to the enemy. And,

‘although Sinn Fein activity had first originated in Carrigsholt

and had hed its first casualties there, two Black and Tans in
uniform cycled safely there and back from Kilkee on June 19th.

The latter  to the unutterable chegrin of the brigsde.
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There was even: on¢ case of open ﬂpying, where an allﬁgsﬁ
"Volunteer", considering that a trench had been opened too
near his residence, blithely mounted his ssddle-hooBe and

reported the matter directly to the R.I.C. at Kilkee,

The fact of the Kilkee garrison having so far entirely
escaped, leant heavily on at least one member of the grigada
staff. This town had been more or less isolated from Kilrush
by the destruction of Moyasita bridge. A plen was drawn up.
for e daylight descent on June 26th; this with the full
co-operation of the Kilkee Company. This was countermeanded
at the last moment by the brigede 0/C., the 3rd Battalion and
cm;pany staffs acquiescing. A violent quarrsl enat;nd and
some wanted men decided to move into some more actlive areas.
In the meantime the Truce intervened. Some 3035 ammunition.
had been picked up in the streets of Xilrush snd was sent to
the column commander. On the night of July 2nd a round of
thies burst one of the precious rifles. It was what afterwards

became known as "Z" ammunition, epecially manufactured end

dropped by the enemy for this purpose.

In conclusion, it may be said that from the middle of
June onwards the enemy held the towms ‘of Kilrush, Kllkee and

" Kildysart. The Volunteers held the rémainﬂer ni" the area.

The enemy contented themselves with holding up any couniry
people who ventured into the towns on market dﬁys., end woe to
anyone who indiscreetly owned to the name of a wanted man;
the latter was thrashed by ﬁrom. 1

Wanted men again moved sbout quite freely; stalemate had
8et in and continued until the Truce on July 1ilth.

Signed: M@M
Date: gfj gﬁ it i“ﬁ7. gﬁ}jz.
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