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Dear Sir Alfred,

I have received from Miss Foxe of our Embaasy in. Loadon
your letter to her of the 3rd instant, and I am very sorry .
indeed to learn that I will not be privileged to include any
contribution from you in the archives of the Bureau of ‘Military
History 1913=21. .

I fully appreciate your viewpoint. I dgree with you that

.the history of a particular phase as written from the wiewpoint

of people who took different sides tends to be coloured by

-thelr respective aims and feelings, but that is one of the

things which we in the Bureau are endeavouring to guard against -

by collecting evidence from every side, _ -

- As stated'iﬁ'ﬁy letter of the 18th November -addressed to

Mr. Dulanty, a copy of whiech, I understand, was sent to you -

"The Bureau is a fact-finding body, and is concerned

‘wlth the ascerteainment-of the truth as a whole and

not with any facef of it, and it is anxious, - - L
therefore, to get eviderce from every person who '

has anything- to contribute, ho matter what his ]

. viewpoint past or present, and no matter what side

he took in the period coversd by the terms of T
reference", : . : B

If the evidence which we collect were to be all from the
one side, the history to be based on it would naturally be
ons-sided also, but, as I have said, we are endeavouring to
get evidence from every side, and that is why I have approached

©oyou, . ) A

I do hope that fou will reconsider the matter. Even if
you do not contribute anything to the Bureau I shsall be

-satisfied if the documentary and other material which is in your

possession will be so disposed of that it will be available to

‘historians who are concerned with the writing or study of the
- history of that. period. ) _

I am very aofry indeed to hear that you are 111;'hnd I hope
that you will have a speedy and complete recovery. .

It is very kind of you to remsmber me and to wish me well

tn :hat you describe, rather gloomily, I think, as my thankless
ask. - _ : )

Yours sincerely,

~ (Signed) . M. McDunphy.
DIRECTOR. . SR

S8ir Alfred Cope,
Westdown, Seaford,
- Sussex, ENGLAND,
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I send you herein Sir Alfred Cope's
original letter and a copy thereof. It speaks
for itself! '

I elso enclose ¢opy of my acknowled gment
to Sir Alfred and I return the duplicate of your
letter to Mr. Dulanty and the enclosures thereto.

Yours sincerely,

}ﬁfgwf/@/

Private Secretary.

M. McDunphy, E=q.,

Director,

Bureau of Military History 1913-21,
26 Westland Row,

Dublin.
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I em glad Mr. Dulanty is making a good recdv ry agse

Dear Privete Becretary,

give him my sincere good wishes. It 1is years since we met
but I follow his doings ss recorded in the London Press with
interest and edmirstion - &8 a diplomat he is ingenious.

A8 to the enclosed. I am sorry I cannot see my way to
help. Over the years, I have had offers from various sources
for my views snd experiences but have turned ell of them dovn
because I regerd the period (and slso that following the
Treaty) to be the most discreditable of your country's hiatar&
- it is preferable to forget it; to let sleeping dogs lie.

It is not possible for this history to be truthful
althﬁugh I am sure Mr. McDunphy will do his utmoaf to make it
g0 —~ the Job is beyond humﬁn skill. The I.R.A. must be showm
as naticnal heroes and the British Forces as brutal oppressors.
Accordingly, the Truce and Treaty will have been.brﬁught about
by the defeat of the British by the wvalour of smell and
illkaquiﬁpaa groups of irregulars. And so on. Ghat a
travesty it will be anﬁ must be. Read by future generstions
of Irish children, it will simply perpetuate the long standing
hatred of Englsnd end continue the migerables work of self-
seeking politicians who, for their own aggrandiﬁemeut, have
not permitted the Christian virtues of Forglvenese and
Brotherhood to teke its place.

Ireland has too meny histories; she deserves a rest.

Her present need is a miesioner to teach her that Love, not
Hate, is still the only psseword both to Earthly Happiness
end the Heavenly Kingdom. -

Fleasse send my best wishes and sympsthy to Mr. McDunphy

" in his thankless task. And tell him that although nearly

30 years have gone Bince we met, I remember him well and



continue to wish him well.

Your papers herewith.

Yras. £f1ly.

(Signed) A. Cope.

Regret delay in reply - due to sbsence from home.
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Dear Dul anty, S No. W.S:- ﬂéq i

The Bursau of Militery History, of which I am
Director, in addition 40 my being Secretary to the President,
was set up by the Minister for Defence on the 1st June, ,
1947, with the approval of the QGoverrment, with the following
terms of reference;

"Po assemble and co-ordinate material to
form the basls for the coampllation of the
history of the movement for Independence
fram the formation of the Irish Volunteers
on 25th November, 1913, to the 11th July,
1921n,

The enclosed leaflet will explain more fully the
purpose for which it was created, and the general lines: on
which it 1s working. You will see from the first page that
there is associated with it a very representative Advisory
Committee, which includes among its menbers representatives
of the Universities and cthers experienced in historical
study and research, its function being to aseist the
Director by ite advice with a wiew to ensuring that the
material collected by the Bureau will be of the utmost
value to future historians.

The Buresgu has now been in operation for nearly four
years and has collected a great deal of valuable material
both in the form of perscnal statements and of contemporary
docwments. It is eoncernsd, not only with matters of a
purely military nature, as its title might suggest, but
with everything which had a bearing on the national movement
of the time, ineluding of course, the creation.and
functioning of DALl Eireann as the Parliasment of Ireland in
1919, the operation of its various Ministries, and the
various politicel ectivities which flowed from it or were
asaoclated with it right up to the Truce of 11th' July, 1921,
a turning point which led*to the negotiations and 3
slgnature of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 6th December, 1921.

The Bureau is a fact~-finding body, and is comerned
with the ascertainment of the truth as a whole, and not with
any facet of 1t, and it is anxious, therefore, to get
evidence from every person who has anything to contribute, -
no matter what his viewpoint past or present, and no matter
what side he took in the period covered by the terms of
reference,

E{Be part played in the developments of the period by
Sir Alfred Cope, who was an Assistant Under Secretary of
State in Dublin Castle, is a very important part of its
history, and for that reason the Bureau is anxious to contact
him, and if posaible, t0 get his story together with any
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documents either in original or in the form of copiles
which he may have at his disposal, and as I understand
he is a personal friend of yours, I would like your
advice as t0 how I should go about that, or better still,
if you ecould facilitate me in that regard.

If it were his wish I could arrange for a _
representative of the Bureau t0 call on him. On the staff
is a team of trained ilmwvestigators including military
officers of senior rank, ranging from Commandant to Colonel.

Sir Alfred Cope may perhapes remember meeting me in
1922' when, with all the enthusiasm of lnexperience, I was
engaged in creating a secretariat for the Provisional
Government in my cspaclity as: Assilstant to the then Jecretary,
Lieutenant-General Diarmuid O'Hegarty. I may mention that
both General O'Hegarty and Mr. Willism T. Cosgrave who
succeeded the late Genefal Michael Collins as Chairman of
the Provisional Govermment, who were well known to
Sir Alfred, are co-operating wholsheartedly with the
Buresgu in its work.

I would 1like to make it elear that any information
presented to the Bureau, whether in the form of statements,
letters or other documents: will, except where the donor
himself expresses a wish to the contrary, be treated with
the strlictest confidence until such time as the collection
as a whole 1s released for study by historians, and that
will. not be for many years to come,

If Sir Alfred wishes, his story and/or any
agsociated documents can be placed under my personal sesal
for a stated period of years, and that, in fact, has. already
been done in a number of cases. It is scarcely necessary
t0 add that the giving of materisl to the Bureau in no
way affects the right of a donor $o use it in any way he
wishes, whether by publication or otherwiss,

Flease accept my apologles for troubling you,
egpecially as I understand that you have not been well.
I hope. that you are by now completely recovered,

Yours sincerely,

(i, McDunphy)
DIRECTOR.
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