Q\ 'G ' NA L BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 19715-01

BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21

NO. W.S.. 46T
7

COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21, .

STATEMENT BY WITNESS

DOCUMENT NO. W S..467 ..

Witness
Bugene Bratton,
Mucknagh, ) i
Klll':’e’ .

Co. Longford.
Identity

Constable, R.I.C.,
Co. Meath, 191 1921.

Subject
{a) Battle of Ashbourne, Easter Week 1916;

(b) Attacks by I.R.A. on R.I.C. Barracks, Co. Meath,
1919-1921,

(e} shooting of Mr. Hodgett, Poatmastar. Navan,
February 1921.

- I'k []
Conditions, if any, stipulated by Witness i

Nil

File No. .5: 1626 i a

Form BSM 2




[ H

im

| O R IG E N A L BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1918.21 |
st 1 4 § X EURD 3TAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

NO. W.S. Jt,
STATEMENT BY LR. EUGENS BRATTON (R.I.C., ®etirsay, *

MUCKIACH, KILLOE, CO. LOIIGIMORD.

|

I joined the R.I.C. om 15th June 1898 and ﬂad my training
at the R,I.C. Depot in the Phoenix Park, Dublin.i The period
of training there was six months. We received ipstruction in
drill up Lo battalion standard. We were taupht %alice duties
and received instruction on the Hervice rifle orEpolicﬂ carbine
We had firing practice witbth this weapon on the rifle renge at
Dollymount. e were nol taught tho use of ths r%valver gt thie
stage. That took placs much later on. ire also ﬁeceivad
ins truction on detective dutiss. There was no ins iruction give
to us on intelligence work or on political duties, e received
a tough gruslling, varticularly in gymnasiuw worﬂ, which made
us very fit. All our instructors were R.I.C. meé. They did
ot use ex-British aruwy inséructors. The standaﬂd height for
admission to the R.I.C. st this time was 5'0", or 5'8" for the
sori of a policeman. Ona had to be perlsclly fit ?n every way

before being accented. l

On completing my training I was posted to Bayurnalea, Co.
Kilkenny. This was my first station. alter abou% 8 year there
I was trensferved to the Collieries, Castlecomer.| ily next
station was 8treamstown, Co. Westmeath. I was inisﬁveral other
stations before I was Tinslly posted 1o Navan, GG; l.eath, about
the wear 1810 or 1911l. During that time things wéra very
peaceful in the country as a whole and life was génﬂrally
pleasant. During the Home Rule movement the poliée Were
senerslly disinterested, and I would say theat the:majcrity of
them weres in favour of Home Rule. ;

i

Right from the start of Lhe Irish Voluntesers a close wailch
was kept on them. When meetings were held we wareiinstructad
to heve a pencil and notebook under our capes and to make notes

of what had been said. Tolice were detailed to attend all
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parades of the Volunieers and to record who ww%a present

L]
when they returned to their barrscks. In cnme!cases the
police actually assisted in the iraining of the Volunteers for

a short period, but not for long. 1

|

When the Rebellion broke out on Baster Monday 1916, I
wag on duty at Fairyhouse Reces. There had haéu no special
instruction issued 40 us prior bto this sbout r&unﬂing un or
grresting Volunieers. &4 larpe number of peupl% walked on that
day along the railway line from Dublin to Fairyhnuse, as they
could not get s train., It was those people wholtclﬂ us what
was happening xn the city. Thoss people were vgry frichtensd.
I returned to Navan that evening. Fothing of n%te happened

until ihe Friday of thet wesk. By this time we had a good

idea of what wes haeppening in Dublin. ]

Cn Fridsy morning a force of police were a%sambleﬂ in
Slane under fthe commend of Co. Inspector Grey aﬁﬁ District
Inépecter dmith. All the police except myselfl %grried rifles.
I was in civalian atiire as I was driving a car.: I think each
policeman who was armed carried twenily rounds gfiammunition.

I would say there wes sbout sixty volice all t::nléi. e
scguired a number of cars belonsing to the ‘gentFy‘ of the
surrounding areas. Cars at thet time were only Fn be found in
the possession of the very well-to-Go, snd had not come into
general use as they are today. The cars scouired were driven

by civilian drivers who wers employed by their OVNS IS,
We knew what we were sbout snd did not cmnsfper it was

going %0 be an easy task. The larchioness of Conynghsm, who
|

lived in Slane Castle, was afraid ihe rebels were| going to
|

attack Slene and it was, as far as I know, she vho forced the

Co. Inspector to po towards Dublin to meet ithen. !
|
|

I think it was in the afternoon we left Slane en route for
|

|
Ashbourne. The Co. Inspector was in the front car. I was
i
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driving the District Inspector in my car whichiwas the lsast

of the convoy. On reaching a polint above Kilm$on we pulled

up snd the D.I. spoke to & man on the road. Tﬁis man pointed
with his hand end said: "They" (mesning the rebels) "ars all
along that rosd". We started agsin immediatelé and did our
best to get up bto the Ceo. Inspector fto warn.hiﬁ, but the other
drivers in front would not give way to us and T could not get
up to the front. When we spproached the bsrracks at Ashbourne
gll the cars stopped; the men Jumped out and tcmﬁ cover. There
was no shooting el this time and this did not sﬁart until &
brief space of time had elgpsed. Sergeant Shansher was the
firet man to fall; he was shot through the hearﬁ. He had
taken cover at this time. There was a Tesling ?fterwarﬁs

that this sergeant was shot by one of his own mén. He wess &

bad onc snd had been very tough on the men. He}waa never
satisfied and was slways cribbing snd grumbling at them.
Firing wes continuous and general by now. I waé not armed arnc
in civilian clothes. After some time I moved héck Lowards
Kilmoon and after travelling about two hundred #ards I was
held up by s party of rebels who were behind the rosd ditch
in our rear. Just at ithis moment a volley was fired in our
diprection. The rebels ducked for covey and I dﬁckad too and
out of that position, showing them s clean pairlof heels, I
kept going towards Kilmoon and, after travelliné some @istanct
I got out on to the road., I secured a bicycle ﬂrom 8 house
there and cycled to Balrasth barracks snd from th%re I ‘'vphoned
Navan and Drogheda R.I.C. Barracks and told them' what had
happened. I then made wmy wey towards Ashbourne again, but no

in too much of a hurry. The policc at Kilmoon had s barricad

across the road. I

I
when I arrived back at the scene of the Tighting, the
first thing I saw was the D.I's. whistle on the road. I knew

then that all was up with him. The next thing I|an wae the
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dead bodies of seven of our men on the side of the road. I went

further down and I saw Tom Ashe. He had a revalvér in his hand
|

and hed his men under control. The wounded constables who
numbered, I think, about thirteen, were being attgnded to by

Dr. Hsyes, who was a menber of Tom Ashe's party. iﬂur cars were
still in the same position, but were badly shot uﬁ excent perhapr

the onc I wes driving. |

i
I told Tom Ashe I wented to bring home the D.I's. body and
i

he agreed and made arrangements Cor ne to do so. [Ny carﬂwas ﬁ5
undsmaged. It was a "T" model Ford and belonged to Sp;%;z?ééﬁf
avan., The remainder of the police were prisnnard 6t this time,
I got the D.I's. body into the car and fravelled b%ck to his
house outside Wavan with i%, where I handed it Dve& to his

unfortunate wife. As Tar as I can remember, krs. Smith had no
|

previous knowledge of the death of her husband until I arrived.

A policeman's wife came out with me to lirs. Smith's house.

|
Subseguent to the Bettle of fshbourne I was brougnt to
k

Buckingham Palace and decorated by the King for myiactions., I

resented this, but I had no alternative. !
o

After the Rising had died down there wes nothing of note
1

took place until the Conscription act for Irelsnd ﬁas passed in 1
the English House of Commons, &s far as I can r emamber, ihe

police resented this to 8 man and I believe that had an atbempt
|
been mede to enforce it, the police would not have done it,

I did not do much police duty. The Co. Inspector end D,I.

both had cars and I was most of the time looking after amd
|

driving those cars. After the ambush at Enocklong étation, the
brothers Egen came to the Heath police district. Ohe was County

. . I
Inspector and the other two were Distirict Inspectors.
]

h |
|
Lismullen end Belllvor Barracks were attacked By the I,R.A.

|
on the same night, 2Znd November 1919. Ballivor was  taken and
|
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one policemen, Constable Bzen, was shot dead aqd another
policeman wounded. Lismullen was not taken, hﬁt Sergeant
Matthews was wounded in fthe head and, I think, lost an eye.

I drove Head Constable Noble to Lismullen that night and
afterwards we went to Robinstovn. Hoble subeaqﬁemtly retired
on pension. This was the first time we realiseh that the

I.R.A. were strong and orgenised in the area., |
i

Tpim R.I.0. Barracks was captured by the I'R.4. on 26th
September 1920. They were helped from inslide, % door which
leads on to the Fair Green being lelt open for %hem.
Constable lleehan, now a superintendent in the Civic Guards,
at Granard, waes responsible for {lhis. This tno? vlace on a
Sunday morning and on that night the Tans from éovmﬂnatnn
burned the town of Tram, This was a purely Blaék and Tan Job.
The following day I drove D.I, Roland vo Tram ﬁ% visit the
geene. The fires had now died down but wers atill smouldering
It was a horrible sight %0 see&. Consteble Grayi who was with

us, when he saw it, seid: "To hell with this". That day he

!

|
resigned. '

lieehan was suspect for his part in the raid on the
|

barracks and had a narrow escape from helng sho?. Cownty
Insvector Egan, D.I. Egan snd a Ten {rom Gormanston took
Meshan out of his lodgings one night and, only fior the County

Inspector's bodyguard interlered, hie would have been shob.
|

The Tens, who had now arrived in force in ﬁhe_gauntry,
were sent out to the various stations. We raceiyea a party
of them 1in Wavan as reinforcemsnts. Awmongst ﬁli% party there
was one decent man and he was mangled by a bomb,}thrown by
one of his own comrades - purposely - laler on. lThara was
another man who was all rieght. as [for the rest,!thay viare &
low-down lot of scoundrels, and it was believed that they wer
mostly jailbirds and men of bad repute. OCne Tallow called

|
Richarde wes a ripght despeprado. He was a Scobsman. Davis,
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who drove the Crossley lorry - commonly kinown e% Crossley
tenders - was a decent man. He was Enpglish. H% had ripged
up a8 sort of box set into the floor of the tend%r in which he
alwaye carried sboul a dogen bombs. One day Rl?hards and he
had a row, or should I say, a serious differenc% ol opinion.
That nighlt the tender was out on patrol end on %Priving back
st berracks, had just entered back into [he yaré. I was
holding a steble lantern at the gate to pive th%m light to
enier. The entrance was a bad one from the barrsck lane, The
tender hed stopped in the pard and the Gacupanﬁ%, excent
Richards, had jumped off and moved awvay. Richa%ds took ons
of the bombs out of the box and, drawing the p%n Trom 1%,
iet it fall at the driver's feet (Davis) in thaifrnnh of the
tender. It exploded, desiroying bhoth of Davis'é legs. I was
very lucky thal I did not receive some of the séllntars. It
was only the woodwork on the front of the tanﬂa% that saved me
The following morning Richards was brought up bgfcr& the Count,
Ingpector in his office He was paid off and aént back to
Scoilend That was the only disciplinary action t%at was taken

ageinst him %

|
As far as I know, there could be nothing done ebout Naven

by the I.R.&. on account of spies. There was at[least O0g .
I had reasonsbly good grounds for suspectiné nna;man end I
sent word to Genersl Boylan of the I.R.&4. about ﬁim. I believ
that it was through his father he was vassing ﬁh% information.
I was in touch with the I.R.d4. in Haven throush ﬁat O'Brien

end Peddy Dunne, who worked in the Post Office.
I

There was a serious leaKage ol police messaées Lrom the
Fost OLfice in Wavan. Paddy Dunne worked in the:Pﬂst Office
and he was able to decivher all messagcs going tﬁraugh. e
lel me see one of bhose messages one day, which q@ had
daciphered. To counteract lhis, Head Constable éueanan‘s

daughter was put into the Post Cffice without anﬁ entrance
|
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exemination or anything else. One day the Poﬂbnlilaster, Mr.
Hodgett, pulled her up and chastised her for saﬁething she was
doing. Bhe became impertinent and said she wuuﬁd tell her
deddy. A couple of nights afterwards lr. Hodgaﬁt was talen
from his honse by thres armed men in civilisn elotihes and shof
and thrown into the river. The three men who shgt him weyre
the Co. Inspector Egen, his brother D.I. Bpan an? a Ten Crom
Gormenston. Hodgelt was not a Zoman Catholic anﬁ took no part
in politica. Ile was probebly an upholder of thei exisiing
regime. It was & dasterdly escti and it was Earciﬁal 10 see Hpan
investigating this affair, scraping blood [rom t%a footpath
into & box and so forth. He did his besb to pin!the crime on

i
the I.R.A.

I took the malter up, seerelly of course, 1 =aw a herring
|
bone pattern overcoet hanging in the District Inspecior's

gffice from the night, and for some days after, the crims. I

knew the coat belonged to D.I. Zgan of Drngheﬂa.: I p2ave that
information to the I.R.A. through Faddy Dunne. \%n order came
from Dublin Castle for that particular coat to be sent up lhers
I conveyed i1 to the Castle and the next mcrnlngiﬁha Divisionel
Commissioner of Folice arrived in Favan having in{%he back of
his car a nunber of overcoats. He stopped at Hra} Hodsett's
door snd celled her out. Ile asked her if she wnuid know any

of the overcoats. She lifted up this particulsar %erring—bnne
overcoat from amongst the others snd said: "That coat was worn
by the man with lhe big teeth'". The Gommissiﬂnsfaﬁaid that

wesg all he wented to know. The matter ended ther%, howavar;

no action being taken asgainst the Epans, and they]sarveﬂ on

without change. all the kgans had very prominentiteath.
i
The County Inspeclor's clerk, Sergeant Iﬁcﬂarﬂhy, conveyed
' I

to me that a courtmartial had been held on me by the County

Inspector, the D.I. and a third officer, in wmy absence, and
1

that I had been sentenced to death. From that on 'l always
1
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carried a small revolver in my Sleeve a8 well a§ ny Service
Ny
fHebley in my belt. A week passed by and one night the County

Inspector Egan broughi a Tew of the Tens into the cantesn and

-

|
got them dyunk. I was in a bedroom over the canteen. I could

]
hear the volces underneath me and hear my name being mentioned.

After a few minutes I heard foolsteps coming up ! the passags to
my room. I €took up my revolver and fully cocked it. One of
the Tans opened the door and just eniered the r@om with his
Webley revolver in his hand swinging by his thigh. I hsd my

cun up and covering him. When the Pan saw this he turned away -
|
They did not bry it again.

About a year before the Truce I wented to resign from the
Force, but Genersl Boylan of the I.R.A. would not allow me.
He sent word to me thai I was fo stay on, that I was more

useful where I was; 80 I remained.
|
Towards the maddle of March 192G, I was aamr: from the

Depot with a transport car to Clonmel. While I ;as there I
was sounded about going on to do a shooting job in Cork. I
sensed that it was Hcﬂurta;n who was to be done in. It was
Sergeant Stephenson who spproached me on the matéer. Ie was
statdioned in Clonmel. I refused to have anythiné to do with
the alfasir. A Tew deys afterwards I saw where licCuptein was

|
shot. |

Some time during the 1914-18 War the police hnion vas
initiated by Serpeant McElligott. Most of the me%bars of the
R.I.C. joined this Union. The Union had a 1egiti@ata purpose
t0 look after the welfsre of its members. Mcﬂlli?ﬁtt was head
of the Union; he wanted to put the Force on & par;with the
fZnglish Folice. The government refused all our a?plicatians
and beat us down on all our demands. This was thé cause of

malking the Force disloyal in the first instance. 'alter

|
licElligott resigned from the Force I often callsd to see haim

in Dublin and conveyed ltems of information to hi@ for trans-
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transforring 40 kick Collins or the IL.R.A. I cennot remember
|

now what this information was. '

Sergeant Keighery was stationed in Nevan and was a good
sort. I beliesve at the time that permits hed t% be obtained
to use a car, Keighery used to stesl into the Co. Inspector's
office and remove some of the permit forms and,:having put
the offieisl stamp on lhem, hand them ovt fo th% I.R.4, On
the night of 1lst December 1920, I was in the Daﬁracm in bthe
barracks. Sergeant Johns casme into the anroom.: He inauired
for driver Davis and ssid there was s milltary dhspatch rider
broken dowm at Kilearne and that we would have t% bring him in.
1t struclk me as rather peculiar why we should ha;a to do this,

g8 the militery vere stationed at the other end of the tovm.

Dgvis was not there gnd I volunteered Lo drive m$ car. Johns

said he did noi want me. They looked up Driver Davis and
Tound him., Oergeant Johns then sent s messags t% Sergeant
Keighery, vho was out on town duty, to report t0!barracks am
take charge of the Tender. Johng fravelled on t%a tender
himself, and aslso Constable llartin and others. ?here did nok
seem to be any reasson why Sergeant Keighery shouiﬂ Le
especially called in and deteiled for this job. iﬁhan they

arrived at Kilcarne there was no dlspatch rider there. In the

.meantime two military lorries came out Lfrom Navan and stopped.

Johns and Martin stepped out into the glare of ﬂ% headlichits
of the lorries and Jchns fired a shot in the air %rcm his
revolver. The military immedistely opened fire 05 Sergeanl
EKeighery who was standing at the Post Office doari shéotlng
him dead. I believe this wss 2 frame-up with thaimilitary -
if they were militsry at.all - to dispose of Keighery., I
suspect Head Constable Gueensn had a hand in thiaitoo. Johns
wag subsecuently shot and wounded by the I.R.A. a% Boyerstown
Haces outside the town. He did net dis, huwevar,aand, on

recovery, rejoined for duty.
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On a date I esnnot now remember T laft my.%nuse,in
Flower Hill, Naven, for the barracks, to Bﬂa-wh&j duty I
would be detailed for. On my way to the barrask% I obserwved
a crowd of young men on Blackwater Bridge. I dih not know
what they were there for. I went to the barprack doer which

was locked (this never wes the c.ase before). I could not

Zet in for a long time, They evidently knEW'thaLamhush was
there, I was guestioned for a length of time be;aro I was
admitted. The door was opensd on the chain and %he Head
Cons table asked if there was anyone with me. Haiﬁnckea
both sides to meke sure: end when he wee satisfied there was
no one I was let in. I was 8till questioned waalthera no

ambush on my way down. I answered: "I did meet 4 number of
people, but nothing more than would be seen on a %unﬂay

evening,' I csme to the conclusion that they had first-hand
information concerning the ambush from s gpy or ai informer.
I was asked by the Head Constable if there were agy people
on the bridge. I said there was nothing more than you would
expect on a Bunﬂqy evening. When I sfayed thers ;whilﬂ and

smoked I raturned home. I found out afterwards that the

order they had that night was to shoet the first policeman
who passed along, in order to draw the police from
berracks. When I was approaching the ambush, Peddy O'Briem

hed his head out Walsh's window snd he sseid: "Here is Bratten

7e |

coming", with the result that I peassed thraugnﬂthﬁ,barracka
i
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Tien Chandler's of Robinesown was looted hé the auxies
I was the only policeman to stend his ground an% watech what
was going on. The other police went in thrﬁughitha fields
by the way #Xhey were looking for dumps of arms.i Incidentally
this raid was responsible Cor the resipgnation oﬁ General
Crozier., I had to attend the subsegquent identiﬁlcatinn parade
of thoze Auxies and gave evidence at their caur%nartial in
Dublin. I covld only idenlifTy two of them. Fjvk of {ihe other
Auxies sgleo identified the ones who did the lomtgng. I believe
gsome of them, including their comusnding officar; wera Tound
guilty, he gotfting 18 months' imprisonmant. The& smashed up
Chendler's house and business premises and 100teﬁ it.
Constsble Martin's wife and Chandler's wife wer&{an bad terms.
Martin planted ammunition in Chandler's house for Lhe fAuxies
to find. This drove the Auxies frentic. I knew the amiunition
whnen I saw it I had seen it with Constshle lisrtin previously.
They arrested lr. Chandler end brought him o Trim viiih fthem.
County Inspector Egen subsgeguently got Chandler out of prison,
Mr. Chandler, whu was a Protestant and, I understand, a
loyalist, did not iake sny open part, at leasi, in politics.

He would probably be a supporter of lhe British regime.

|
Lord Dunsany, who lived in Dunsarny Castle, ﬁas arrested
and broughtv before a military court for possession of arms.

Dunsany, who had served as an oflficer in the Briiish army

|
during the 1914-18 War, wes the official prosecutor for the
British. He was not liked by the police, especially the

|
officers, as he was wont to give them & rough time of 1t when

they ceme up for cross—eXaminaltlon as witnesses. . One day,
k

while discussing gasme shooting at the Kildsre S3.! Club, he
|
[

made a foolish statement that he could alweys go FhDDtlﬂg, a8

I
the I.R.a, provided s protection party for him. This was
! |

reported, and Dunsany Castle was raided and a nuuber of

k

sporiing rifles and shotguns were Tfound there for) which he
|

had not a permit. Lord Dunsany was arresfted and Fined £25 by
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a militsry court, being then released. It was mever even
- I
suggested Lhat he had sny contact with the I.R,4. He was

wounded snd made = prisoner by the revels in the Four Courts

|
during the 1816 Rising. |

;
¥hen the Truce came, Lthe olfficers of Lhe R.I.C. were
almost crying. They realised thaet their pood Fays WeTe
over and they had good days belore the trnubla;hegan. They
were kings in their own areas. The ordinary rgnk gnd rile
of the R.I.C. were penerally pleased that Irelgnﬂ at last
nad succeeded 1n getting somevhers. As far asfthe Black

end Tans were concernsad, they did not give a damn, bhey

vere soldiers of fortune.

Witness: %}ﬁ/m
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