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Roinn Cosanta. NO. W.S. yn

I am directed by the Commissioner of Valuatio 3] r
to your §8.,1023 of 14th instant and to enclose for your informa-
tion ten copiles of Treasury letter 30847/18 in connection with
the Oath of Allegiance required of Civil Servants in 1918.
The circular will answer queries 1 and 2 of your letter, I
also enclose a copy of amending Treasury Circular No.4105L/18.

There was no refusal to take the QOath of Alleglance in
the Valuation Office and I do not personally know of any
persom who refused to take it and were dismissed or resigned
as a result. I cannot assist you as regards queries L and 5
a8 no question of refusal arose in this office,.

In looking through the records following on the receipt

of your letter I came across list of the movements of the
- menbers of the staff of the office between 22, 4. and 1.5.1916
as compiled at the request of the Chief Secretary just after
the 1916 rising. Most of the statements indicate that the
declarers took no part but a number deseribed mctive help which
they gave to the Crown Forces during the rising, including the
provision of official maps of the City apparently to assist in
the military operations. Please say if the Bureau would wish
to have the staff declarations. Some of the staff involved are
8till serving and others are alive in retirement.

K™
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A Chara,

T am desired by the Director to send you the enclosed
leaflet which ezplains the purpose for which the Bureaun was
established and the lines on which it is working.

&mong the minor matters which are being investigated
is the Oath of Allegiance which Civil Servants in this
country were required to take in 1918, and as a result of
which a number were dismissed from the Service.

The Director understands that it is customary to
preserve records in the Valuation Office for a considerable
period and it has occurred to him that, that being the
case, you may be in a position toc throw some ligzht on
this development, with particular reference to the points
covered by the following headings =~

1. The text of the Oath.

e The specific authority, statute, Order in
Council, or otherwise, on which its imposition
was based, and the date thereof.

De The names and ranks, and if possible, the total
number and the Departments in which they served,
of persons within your knowledge who refused to
take the Qath and were dismissed or resigned as
a result.

4., Departments where refusal to take the Oath did
not result in dismissal and the reason for that
exemption, and the names and ranks of those who
refused. :

D. 'The reason why as a result of a challenge as to
its validity, certain Civil Servantd in the

Department of Agriculture and probably elsewhere

were merely suspended pending resolution of the

points raised, and the steps taken to secure the

clarification, e. g. reference to the law
officers of the Government in Dublin or London.

The Director has asked me to explain that all
information entrusted to the Bureau, whether in the form of
statements, letters or other documents, will be treated as
strictly confidential, and that their contents will not be
revealed to anyone outside the Bureau without the consent
the donor, until such time as the Government decides to
make the collection as a whole available for consultation
by historians.

. Mise, le meas,

(signed) P.J. Brennan.
RONAT.

D. 0'Sullivan, Esq., o

Secretary,

General Valuation Office,
Ely Place, Dublin.



- i —

4

[ B

i,

~ ORIGINAL

47/18.] . -
Trewmry Chambers, &.W. 1,
Oth September, B8

1. I am dlirected by the Lowsds Commissioners of His ‘-]njeatva
Trepsury to draw vour abtention. te the additionsl Fegulation 45 i
under the Defence, of the Reslm Act, which was uppruvud hy the Onder
in Cuu:mll of the 2nd August, 1918

Thiz Regulation {which in the mhacm:,l_ of further legislation
opembea only during the continuance of the war) requires thal every
pereon who is, on the Znd Auguet, 1018, serving in o eatablished
enpuoity i His Majesty's Civil Servios ahall, hefore the lst November,
19118, or beiore snell later cdate as may In any ainunl caee he a]]u:-wed
by the Hend Offiser of the Department to which he belongs, and every
porson who, after the 2nd Ausunl‘ 1918, is admitted to scrve in auch

an eatahlished c&puclt}. ghall within one mnntll after he is so admitied,

't,a.ke the Oath of Allegisnes in the vsuel form: provided (1) that s

person who hns in any eapanity whatsoever previously taken the Odth
of, Alleginnoe and makes o declaration of that faot in suwch manner’ as
the Tressuy direct shull not be reguired to take the Oath agnin, and
) t]:at an affirmation may be sulmtituted for the Oath in the dase of

'perﬂnns pcrn:ut.ted by law to make n solemn affirmation instead of taling

nn oath.

3. The usual furm of the Oath of Allegisnes in En,glaml and
Ireland is t—

T mwear by Almighty Cod that I will be [a.it.hiul antd loap
true allegionce to Hls Majesty ng George the Fifth, his Heira
snd Huecessors, aceording to law ™

u.ml in Sontlapd— .

de1r 1, ‘ i o gwenr that I will be faithful and
v 4 bear true allegiance tu Hin Majesty King George the Fifth, His
« Heirs and Suceessors, accurding to law, so lelp me God™;

but any ﬁ&l'ﬂdl! in England or Irelend, if he so profers, may ’r.uhe the
Gﬂ-th in the latter form.

“The usaal method of administering the Dath It Fngland aid
Ircland ia prescribed by section 2 of the Oaths Act, 190U, hut the
method “usual hefore 1008 (Lo kissing the Jook), or the methiol
customary in Scotland, may he mhrpm:i, it preferred, by the person
taking the Oath. In Scotlamd, o person {nkes an oath by holding up
his right hand and rvepesting the words of the oath clanse by ¢I=1.1|:5|..
after the person administering the oath,

"' H'l section 1 of the Daths "Aot, 18454, REY PersOn 1’)11,|_,r_,1,.|_|:'|g tod 'hqs
sworn, and steling sa & grouid of aneh objection  that he las- no
ﬂ-‘!lgll:ruﬂ belicf or that the taking of an oath is apminst his religious
helief, is entitled to make an Affirmetion of Allepianee instead of taking
the Owth of Allegisnce] and in the subsegquent porsgrupis of  this
Cireular references to oatha include references to affiemalions.
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Fhe form of Alfirmation 35 we follows, iz — \r,

LN B y o solemnly, sincercly and teuly
tleciare wnd affirm that T will be faithful and bear true allegiance
tar His Majesty King Geonge the Fifth, Hia Heirs and Succcssors,
necording to low,™

4. As regards persoma who have previously faken the Oath of
Alleginnee, My Londs are pleared to direct thet the following declurntion
shall by sufficient, viz. :—

“I , heveby declare that 1 have wlready
taken the Cath of Allegisawn (or made an Affirmation of Alleginnee)
o the occasion (sfnde occenion on whick the Oath was faken, e,
4'?1 the E:cmi:m of my befg enlisted as & soldier of His Majesty's

orees].

3 In accordance with sulecction 2 of the Regulation, the Tonl
Uhonedlor in Fogland, the Lond Advocate in Scotland, and the Lonl
Chaneellor in Trelamd, have direted that the Oath may be administored
in Fngland and Seotland by any Justice of the Peace, and in Troluml
hy any Husilent Magistvate, w, in all purta of the United Kingdlowm,
by the Permunent Heml of the Departinent to which the porson reguived
to take the Oath belungs or by such othor maperier officers of the
Departrment as he may designate for the purpose, Auch permansat Head
or other officers leing  twmsclves oflicers seeving in an eswtalidinlicd
wpacity In His Moajestys Civil Service who have taken the Oath,

The Lord Chuncellor of Iveland lue further dircoted thut shonld o
yueation aviso as to the person who is to he deemed $0 Lo Hewd of o
leparinment within the mepning of bis Order, it shonld be referred
him for desision,

i Under subseetion % of the Regulation it will be neceascy to
keep n veowd i oevery Viovernment partinent of the peesons by
whom the Outh of Allegianee s taken woder this Regulalion sl of
the persous who are exempt from the regquirements of the FRegulation
by reason of having pm‘imm't{ taken the Oath, awl the necessary steps
shoulil be takun to seenre wnch s recont. -

7. Bstablished officers who are secving in the Novy, Army aml

Air Foree -will not come within the terms of the Regulation wihile s .

serving, but they will be required to toke the Usth, or to make a
dleclaration that they have previously tuken it, on resmming duty in
their Departomat,

8. Hiz Majesty’'s Government desire thul it may be clearly under-
stood that the requirement of an Uath of Alleginnce implies no reflection
on_ the loyalty of the Civil Servioe. They are vonfident thad CYUTY
officer will gladly fullil this reguiremcnt; but in the event of any
officer refusing, be should e dismissed from the TPublic Service,

I aan,
Your ohedient Servant,
T. L. HEATH.

B D, 44D H000 10,15
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COPY
12703.

“””5h15 TREASURY CHAMBERS.

29th October, 1918.

Sir,
Adverting to Treasury Circular of the-9th ultimo

(308&?{13), I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of

His Majesty's Treasury to inform you that Regulation 45 E.E.

under -the Defence of the Realm Act has been amended so as

to provide that the Oath of Allegiance shall be required

only of persons who sare cler;dal or administrative officeras

serving in an established capacity in His Majesty's Civil

Service or hereafter admitted as such during continuance of
the War.
I am,
Sir,
.. Your obedient Servant,
'T. L. HEATH.

The Commissioner of valua'tiun,
Ireland,

- BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913:81
o BURO STAIRE MILEATA 181321

INo. W.S. Aoy |
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

BUREAU OF. MILITARY HISTORY

- 1913—1921

. - The Bureau of Military History, 1913-21, was set
up by the Minister for Defence on Ist January, 1947,
with the following terms ol reference :—

“ To assemble and co-ordinate material to form
the basis for the compilation of the history of the
movement for Independence irom the formation
of the Irish Volunteers on 25th November, 1913,
to the 11th July, 1921."

The purpose of the Bureau is not to write the military
history of the period ; that is a task for future historians.
Tts function is merely to assemble and collate in an
objective manner the material from which that history can
be written ; and to ensure that that material is as accurate
and as comprehensive as possible. Part of that task is
to collect and preserve what remains of original documents
associated with the armed struggle for Independence.

The period with which the Bureau is concerned falls
naturally into three phases.

PuaSE 1, The events leading up to the Rising of
Easter Week, 19186, including the creation of
thefiveorganisationswhich took part, namely:—

The Irish Volunteers

~ "The Irish Citizen Army
Fianna Eireann
The Hibernian RKifles, and
Cumann na mBan.

the circumstances leading up to their for-
mation, and all developments up to the

i

Rising, = including organisation, training,
appointments, personnel, finance, acquisition
of arms, ete. ' :

Puase 2. The Rising itself, including the plans and
preparations for it, contacts with other
countries, mobilisations, the countermanding
order and its effect, and events up to the close
of the Rising, the surrender, trials, executions,
imprisonments, events in prisons, releases, etc.

Puase 3. Subsequent events up to the 11th July, 1921,
including the reorganisation of the Irish.
Volunteers and associated bodies, the creation
of the Irish Republican Army, and all military
activities of that period, including attacks,
ambushes, destruction of barracks, casualties,.

. hosl?rita.l treatment, trial and execution ot
spies, etc., the creation and' operation of
services such as active service units, intelli- -
gence, organisation, training, engineering,
communications, purchase, capture and manu-
facture ot arms and chemicals, administration,
etc.

The military history of 1913-21 cannot be properly
understood and assessed without a knowledge of other
events which had an intimate bearing on the national
resurgence of that period, and for that reason the Bureau:
is interested in every contributory fact or development,
reaching back in many cases to at least the beginning of.
the century, including inter alia : '

(@) organisations such as the Irish- Republican
Brotherhood, Dungannon Clubs, Inginidhe na
hEireann, Sinn Féin, etc. ;

(b} the Buckingham Palace Conference of July, 1914,.._
the Irish Convention of 1917, the creation of DAil.
Eireann as the Parliament ot Ireland, its Govern--
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ment, its Ministries, its Courts; and its relation to
the Irish Republican Army, - Conscription,
Commissions of Enquiry by the British Government
and by independent bodies in Ireland and elsewhere
into the destruction of property, shootings, etc.,
the White Cross, the Prisoners’ Dependents’ Fund,
etc. )

With such a wide range of historic activities, the

Bureau needs the fullest co-operation from those who, by

reason of their intimate knowledge, through personal
contact or otherwise, of the events or personalities of the
period, are in a position to give authoritative information
on the many unrecorded aspects of the struggle.

Because of the circumstances of the time, and of the
difficult conditions under which the military and other
National organisations operated, the amount of docu-
mentary material was of necessity very restricted, and
some of it, unfortunately, has since been lost through
destruction, deterioration or other causes. The collection,

recording and preservation of such original documents

as now remain are, therefore, matters of great importance.

No original document which related to the struggle

should be destroyed or allowed to deteriorate, even if it
appears to be of trivial or purely local interest. .The
Bureau will gladly accept any such original document
presented to it, and will take steps for its safe custody
and preservation for the Nation. If the donor wishes
to have a copy or a photographic replica, the Bursau
will be only too pleased to supply it.

In any case where a person having custody of original
- documents does not wish to part with them, the Bureau

would appreciate information as to their nature and

contents, and would lhke to have permission to have
them copied by photographic or other processes. If the
owner prefers that the contents of certain documents
should not be disclosed even to the Bureau for a specified
time, but intends ultimately to make them available

-
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to the Nation, it would be appreciated if ‘the Bureau
could be given a general indication of their nature and
contents and of the owner’s intention regarding them,
so that a record may be made of their existence and of
their present and intended location.

It is realised, of course, that in many cases the avail-
able documents do not represent a complete picture of the

‘events to which they relate, and for that reason much of

the work of the Bureau will, of necessity, be concerned
with the assembling of evidence, oral or written, from
persons or bodies having first-hand information of -any
phase or aspect of the conflict, whether in Ireland or
abroad. The Bureau will welcome communications in
writing from those who feel that they can assist in .this
way, and would ask them to give an indication of the
areas, periods or phases upon which they are in a position
to give information. ' '

All information entrusted to the Bureau, whether in
the form.of statements, letters or other .documents,

will be treated as strictly confidential, except where .

the donor himself expresses a wish to the contrary.
This will not in any way affect the right of the donor
himself to use the information in any way he wishes,
whether by publication or otherwise. The Bureau; of
course, will not undertake publication or enter into any
arrangement for publication, but the Director will offer
no objection to the use for that purpose by the donor
of copies or photographic replicas of documents given
to him by the Bureau. :

Apart from statements of evidence prepared for the
Bureau, original documents of prime importance include,
inter alia :—

" 1. Original signed letters, notes, memoirs, etc., in
manuscript and typescript, including captured
correspondence ; and similar documents or frag-

ments thereof in manuscript, unsigned, but with
evidence of authorship. :



2. Operation and mobilisation orders, roll books,
accounts, membership cards, etc., in relation to
any of the various .organisations.

3. Proclamations, deportation, prohubition and
similar orders and other documents issued by the
British Authorities generally or to individuals.

4. Orders and correspondence connected with them

issued by the British Authorities to Local Govern-

ment bodies.

5. -Posters or notices issued or served by the British

Army, the D.M.P., the RIC., the Auxiliaries or

the Black-and-Tans.

6. British Army and Police publications, such as :—
{a) Hue and Cry.
(b) Weekly Summary 1920-21.

7. Trish official publications, such as:—
An tOglach 1918-1921.

8. Prison and internment camp journals, magazines,
diaries, etc.

9. Passes and permits issued by the British and

Trish Authorities at various times, including Easter

Week, 1916.

Of importance also are:—
(a) Drill books and other instruction manuals and
leaflets issued by the various organisations.
() Pamphlets issued by various bodies in Ireland,
U.S.A. and elsewhere, such as “ The Friends of
Trish Freedom,” etc.

In the process of collection by the Bureau, it is possible
that spare copies may accumulate, and it is desirable,

therefore, that donors should in every case indicate their ‘

wishes as to the disposal of any of their contributions
which may not be required by the Bureau, whether by
return, or otherwise. - ' '

September, 1948,
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