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Statement by Mr. Joseph Byrne,
72 Groyden Park avenue,
Falrview, Dublin.

I joined the Youth Organisation known as
Planna Eireann at Camden §treet in 1911. At the
time, personalities. who later became prominent
were in the Fianna with me. Amongst these were,
Counteas Mar!;:ia;icz, Bulmer Hobson, Con Colbert,
Seén Heuston, Theo Fltzgerald and others whose

names I cannot at the moment recall.

I graduated from the Fianna to the Volunteers
in 1913 in Camden Row. I was assoclated with
"A" Company of the Zrd Battallon. At that time the
Volunteers were in their infancy and our activities
were mainly confined to training, drilling end

mcm Be

I was with the Volunteers until the lét;trar
end of 1915 when I enlisted in the British Army and
in 1916 I was stationed in Portobello Barracks.

A few days ﬁefore the Rebellion I ﬁaﬂ home
on compasslionate leave.  On Easter Monday morning
a knock came to my door. When I answered it there
was: a D, M, P, man outside who Informed me I was to
report back to my reglment immediately as there was
trouble in the city. I said I wéuld report at
once, I then left my home and made my way to my
mother's house where I knew I would find my brothers,

tlﬁs already having been arranged between us,
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At thie time the streets were lined with soldiers
and I was allowed to paﬁa through, being in
possession of a milltary pass. I contacted my
brothers at home who were living with my mother, on
the Baster NMonday. My two brothers and myself left
my mother's house in Camden Street and proceeded
down Kevin Street where we met Tom Hunter in charge
of a party in Kevin Street. He told us to get
whatever arms we had, that he was moving off
immedistely and that he was trylng to _g‘et into Jacob's
factory. We, therefore, returned to my mother's
house for whatever arms. we had, but by the time we
got back Hunter had left., We did not contact him

au_'bhaquently.

-

I stayed at home until late on the sonday night
when I went back to my own home, having meanwhile
made an appolntment with my brothers to contact or
meet them first thing next morning,. In the meantime
they had contacted "A" Company of the 3rd Battalion
in Boland's Mills and had gone off without acquainting
me of their destination. At this time I was living
at Ushsr's Island.

_When I left the house that Monday morning the
sireeis wezfa_l_ir;ad with aold:l.uﬁ. Being in British
uniform I was allowed through the ranks. I got %o my
mother's house .in Gemden Street. My mother put her
arms around p;e,an;i when .she saw me she sald, "God bless
you, I knew you would do it", and she burned my
British uniform. I tried to make contact with some
of the Companies and approached Peadar Glancy at a
barricade on the Church Street brldge and he regretted
that I could not get through to him, - The barricade
was between us at that time. He suggested I should
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try to get across. some of the other bridges and jJoin
him. I got a8 far as Watling Street brlidge when I was
arrested by a Sergeant of my ragimﬁnt_(Rnyal Irish
Rifles) and I was lodged in the Royal Barracks, as it
was known at that time. It is now Collins Barracks.

I escaped a couple of days later with another soldier

named Ryan.

When the Rebkellion was over I returned to
Portobello Barracks to the British Army minus Iy
uniform, my mother having burned it. I was agalin
placed in arrest but owing to the hurried departure of
my regiment to Belfast the charge was not proceeded
with. Remaining in Belfast for about a week I was
drafted t0 Prance and served there until the end of
the War in 1918,

gtreet Ambushes.
Following demobilisation, I again returned to my
old Company, that is, "A" Company of the 3rd Battallon,

Dublin Brigade, and reported to Captain Sedn Guilfoyle

who was then, as far as I can recollect, 0,C. of the
compeny. . I served about four weeks as a Volunteer
when I waﬁ_prqmqte@xascond_Lieutenant in charge of

the l_afj;.h_alf Company. _From this time we carried out
ambushes in Camden Street and Wexford Street. The
British nemed these two streets the "Dardanelles"

and Wexford Street the "Narrows".  Ambushes were
carried out with great success three nights a week.
Hnmafapﬁ casualties were inflicted on the military and
Black end Tans. As a resuli of one ambush there
wore military funerals through these streets every day
for a whole week.  Eventually the British Forces,

I believe, refused to come through the arca. I was
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the officer in charge of these operations. In addition
to strictly military operations, my Company carried out
a number of raids on the offices of agents of Belfast

firms during the Belfast Boyeoti perdlod.

For street ambushes the Company was, divided in .
halves - a right half Company and ,.ia.' lef't half compamr,.' |
The former paraded on lMonday, Tuesday and Wednesday
nights, and the latier on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday nights. Our operational area was Harcourt
8treet, Harcourt Road, Camden Street, Wexford Street,
George's Street and Dame Sireet, 'The method was to
h_ﬂ_‘:ée a scout in front of us patrolling, to report
back any approach of lorries or tenders. Only about
gix of use took part actually in this type of operation
and we worked in groups of two on each side of the
street. . On recelving reports that milliary were
approaching I ordered my men to be in resdiness,

A8 the military came within our range we attacked with
grenades.  This was our mode of operation. I had my
men posted at each corner of Kevin §treet and Cuffe

Street where we inflicted two or three f.&tfﬂl casual ties

there may have been more. I had one man named
Fintan Lalor slightly wounded - a scratch on the knee.
It was a repetition of this every night we were out
and in all cases we inflicted casualties.

PR me

The Sguad, '

_ I was transferred to the Squad some time in 1920,
First of all I _was approached by Captain Guilfoyle
about joining the Squad as they were looking for

‘reinforcements., = Originally, the Squad comprised

twelve_men, referred to as "The Twelve Aposiles'.
Prior to the formation of the Squad, specially

gselected men from different Companies in the Brigade
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that the full-time squad eventually performed.

Special men were being teken from Companies to go to
them when they were being reinforced .and when .

Captain Guilfoyle spoke to me I agreed to the transfer,
This meant that I was to be whole-time, day and night,
with the Squad, With pay.. I worked under Paddy Dely
(ex=-Major General). . I reported to the Engineer's Eall,
Gardiner's Row, which was the Dublin Brigade
Headquarters, _From there I was sent to the dump at
Mg_ztalgpda ». Abbey Etreaj;,,,whéré I -ramainad. until word
came in for work for us to do, 'Hﬁm.es Wwe were
'standing to' at Morelsnds end ewalting instructions
from the members of the Headquerters Intelligence.

~ I remember an evening in Dacember, :i___QEO, when
I_ﬁaa_imtxuﬂ;ta&.,_ﬁith others, %o proceed to Henry
Street to assist in the shooting of D,I. O'Sullivan.
About four of us comprised the party. A couple of us
o were detailed not _to take part in the actual shooting
but to cover off the men who were to do the job. I saw
the D.I. being shot by a member of the Sguad and when

the shooting was over we returned to Morelands.

_Some_time after the shooting of D,I. 0'Sulliven
we were sgain ordered to proceed to Grafton Street and
patrol _the area there and should we meet up with any

I remember an Auxiliary coming out of Roberti's Gafé
'accompenied by a lady, . He was recognised by one Of

our men, and Ned Kelliher fired on him, killing him,

On another odécasion I was detalled to accompany
an officer 4o Sutton Cross where e District Inspsctor

would be pointed out te me and I was to shoot him,

LW

Fortunately he did not make his appearance that night.
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Dan McDonnell was the Intelligence Officer who
accompanied me, and a8 far as I know, the man we were

after was never caught. I cannot say why we were

- gfter him, My instructions were simply tc shoot him

when he was indicated to me,

Attack on troop ftrainah Killester.

. In the spring of,.:!-.‘-?fﬂl,. the Squad under Paddy Daly,
proceeded behind Killester rallway station to ambush a
troop train proceeding .to- Dublin from the North, Our
party consisted of from 25 to 30 men and we were armed
wlth grenades and revolvers. 4An ambush area was
selected and we were instructed to take up positions.
The train, we were given to understand, would be
preceded by a pllot engine and when thie engine had

rassed we were to teke up our positions for attack.

& portion of the railway, baving already been loosened,

was_to be lifted by some of our men,.the ldea being
that when the troop train proper passed on to, the
broken rail it would topple over and we were then to
attack 1t and cause as much econfusion as we PQB.B:Lhir
could. _ For some reason or other the troop traln
pulled up just before it came to the broken part of the
rallway and as nothing happened we did not attack 1t.

Cepture of Armoured Car, Abattolir,

_ _In May, 1921, Paddy Daly our 0.C., told us that
it was proposed to cepture an armoured car at the
Dublin Military Abattoir with a wiew %0 rescuing
Seén MacEoin, a prisoner in Mountjoy Gaol, under
sentence Of death,  Daly asked us did we know the
Abattoir and we sald we did but to make sure he
described it to us in detail, He then detailed our men
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4 to take up.a position in the Abattoir. I was detailed

) 1to proceed to the far- end of the Abattolr to round up
anybody that I would meet .there, - This operation was
timed for a certain morning in May. TWe assembled at
Morelands en a number of mornings before the actual
capture of the armoured car took place.  Each morning
the Squad went up to Aughrim Stireet where we waited for
a pre—arranged ﬂi,gna:'. to be given for us to snter the
aba.t.tair. ~ The aigm.l was th.at the blind of a window
in thﬂ Superintendent‘a hnuse wab $0 be 1:I.ftad..
For two marnin@ the aigna:l. was not given an:i we
returned to mzr nimp . On the third mnrn:l.ng we again
took up aur puaitiona in Aughrim Street *:ricinit;r and .
this time the signal wa.a given. The armoured car came
gJ._nl.lEq_ It was a.llowari tn _enter ths Ahattair and tha
c!.z;ﬂw_ were, aizr_én_ time to dismount fr_om it and go about
their ordinary j:pa_ipeasa in the Abattoir. When we

- thgggi;t_ sufficient time had elapsed we entered.
; Each man_of the Squad took up his allotted position,
-

I sav Pat MoGrae holding W the ariver, remove his |
military cap end take over the car, saying, "Don't worry,
it's_not_you we want, it 1s_your tin can'.  Other
British soldiers seeing what was happening opensd fire
Wi.t_h.rﬂpltér_aq. .. We replled, wuunding two of them.
One, -_ﬂﬁlﬂien_w_&a_l_cillﬁﬂ as_he was_leaving %hﬁ Offiae,'

he having attempted t0 run back. to use the telephone
when he was challenged by unar of -:mr men., The
telephone was ringing and when the Squad man detailed

t0 lock after it took the message it was from the
@urragh Camp inquiring sbout a supply of meat, and our
man told them tomng back in about twenty minutes and
ahd they would get all the meat they wequired. He then
cut the telephone cord. - This lasted ebout ten or

)

fifteen minutes. In the meantime the armoured car

L
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that qur”men_cleavéd out of the place. = Mick Kennedy, the
man who answered the telephone, being the last man to come
out, abused me for being there no matter who ordered me

ag 1t was his Job to be always the 1£5¢ man to leave the
job. _ He clalmed this as a right. Eennedy and I jumped
on a tram and made for Mounijoy in time to see the
armoured car fight its way out. We took up positions in
the avenue and Jolned in, One of our men was wounded in
this scrap. _I.am unable %0 say if the wound s: were
inflicted by the enemy, The car was later driven to the
Howth roasd and burned. For this job I had six rounds of

.45 revolver ammunition.

The Burning of the Custom House.
~ On the morning of the 28th May, 1921, I was in my °
home when a messenger arrived and told me to report

immediately to the dump at Morelands. I arrived al

L we b

‘Morelands and our instructions were to proceed and take
possession of the Qustom House, that we were to work in
conjunction with the Dublin Brigade as it was intended

to destroy the Custom House completely.,  Some members of
the Squad were_given the task of rounding up the staff in
-thg_.ﬂuﬂtcm.,ﬁﬂuéﬁ._.than._asmhla them at a peint in the
custom House and not allow them to leave until our job
was completed. Others were detailed to burn papers

and documents.

We .a;r;tiiéd at the Custom House close to luch time
and proceeded to carry out our instructions. - On the

whole, the staff were generally submigsive. = Some of

them, of course, objected to being held up and ordered

about but when they saw that we meant business they

N

: accepted the inevitable. As far as I could see everything

was going well for us until some members of the Dublin

'fd s
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a Brigade observed enemy lorries coming down Eden Quay,

and thinking that these lorries were going %o attack the

Custom House, they nns#sﬁ. fire immediately. . Fram that on

Squad and_others of our men attacked the Custom House

and also opened fire, with the result that it threw the

fire of the British directly on to_the building.

within a shart time the Gustom House was almost

surrounded with Black and Tans and Auxiliaries.

_ At this polnt, by a pre-arranged signal, which
was_the blowing of a whistle, members of the Squad
gvacuated the Custom House, fightlng thelr way out as
best they could. It wes a cage of every man for
himself and I escaped through the back enirance and
' got safely eway., = The Custom House was well alight as

? Johnny Dunne and myself werse :I.aniﬁg.

- . ....Later that evening Michael ©ollins sald he was

anxious to_sge_the result of our attempi to destroy the
Custom House, 80 Johnny Dunne and myself were detalled
as escort to him.  We walked down from the Engineer's
Hall in Gardiner's Row _and mingled with the people.
collins did not sey anything but smiled when he saw the
place was still burning, and then moved off, We went
up Abbey Street, turmed into_0'Gonmell Street and to
Parnell Sireet,  Immedistely on entering Parnell Street,
Auxiliaries were holding up people and Collins was held
up. I heard him gbuse the Auxliary. He said to
him, "How dare you. Do you not know who I am?". @Give

me your name and number. I'll deal with you later®..

The Auxiliary apologised and Collins went on his way.
Apparently the Auxilliary was so exclted about the

incident that he left us by 'also. TWe proceeded to_

3

Eirwan's public-house, Parnell Street, and Collins stood

‘F:'q &

']
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. us two glasses of malt and he said, "that's alright

now, boys, you can go',

STGNED, M/ffrx , --r:f /.:,._L
/0 L&m%« [§ 57
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