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In reply to your enquiry of the let. inetanti I wieh to &a aay

that, in my opinion, the 1918 Oath of Allegiance was certelnly not
& statutory one but wa; probably pursuant to a British Treasury

Eegulatiun enforced through the office of the undar.sécratary, Dublin

Castle, following dem;nda made in the House of Commons to deal with

disaffection in the Irish Civil Service.

Though I have ro firsthand knowledge of the text I understand
tﬂat it was o solern ceih of eternal slleglance to the British Crown.
according to the recollection of certain of my former collecgues in
tha Covrte (it ran tbus-

I swear by Almighty, God that I will be feithful and will bear

trua\%llag;hgga to s Majesty King George the Fifth and pla

1awful'he1rs_ééq\sq_ essore for ever.'

|

Of those who refused I recall my brother, F.X. Thunder, of

ad

Weet View, Dld Connaught Avanua. Brey, my friend Daithi O chnehaﬂha,
&, Buseby Park Rcaﬁ Rathgar, %.E Cleary, all of the Land Commission,
Diarmeid Hegarty paﬂfMichaal M¢ Dunphy, 2nd Division Glﬁrka of tbe
Department of Agricultura gnd Tom mcﬁrdle. Pnd. Div.,.lﬁ%hink of
Local Govarnment. Thar- HE“E aleo, I undaxstnnd P. Gramina. Post
Uffiee on, Dugggn, row B principal officar. Industry and
;@wfgdig'rﬁgga nuu»“ 10t Rsviry
Cdmmerce Dai ¢ 0 Donnchadha he 1d the renk of 2nd. Class Clerk
(Land Gemmiaqicr Claes). I am not sure of the exact designation of

the others|and would svggest that you write | if you hgve
. not



fs

\ - S
glpaadFTdQAQ_Ec.tD my brother and to Mr. O'Donnchadha, particuvlarly
to tﬁerlﬁit;rnﬁhétwﬁs ;éﬁﬁﬂaétiﬁé in- the matiéiﬁ%ﬁd"brgﬁﬁiﬁéé q.
mesting_éf tﬁa.;;cﬁ;&nt;';qvﬂanﬁa Eé11; Allfhtﬁ'éﬁéﬁé-#ia;wwéra
diamiaéeal "I am not aware of eny case of delﬁyed'ﬁiémisaal or

non-dismigsal, excepting my own.

) . s Te arde my personal experience. The Oath was aqﬁinietered
to tga High Court StafF by the Lord Chancellor, Sir James Campbell,
afterwards Lcrﬁ Glenavy, in his office, assisted by the late Gersld
Horan, hie ﬁarmﬁnant seuﬂiﬁarr. ~ The staffs cf the various officees

were -eummoned in turn and required to Bwear the Uath verbally and

thenr to aujscribu their nesmees to a decleration that they had done eo.

I rpfusad and wes told to withdraw. I was then given, I think,

some daye, to reconsider my attitude of which I availed to secure & f

job in Liberty Hall. -HOIEVGP_ I wae not diemiesed nop even

‘suepended, and heard no more about 1t.

At

Yoo
Tha ﬂinranation vhich I heard was that the application of the

Regulatlon {n Courte Off icers was challenged by Ar. Gaorga Wilkinson
Ledwich, Ghﬂef Clerk, Taxtng Offica and an old and loyal gservant of

the Crown. | The point was that ‘the tanure of Highk Court cfrisials

Was gﬂvprnp%lby the Judicature act 1877 and that ws were not strietly
to be regardhﬁ as Civil Servents. It was thought that kr. Ledwich |
feared that ﬁn taking the oath he was accepting Ci?il Eervica’sﬁatns.
with eﬁnsquént liahi}ity to the Sixty-five rule which did not annly

toc us. ﬂnyhow , dfter aame consul tation, the Lord Chancellor 1s aaid
to have found that he wasrnot on sure ground and decided to wash hie

hande of tha'huelneaa. I dg ‘not think that ¥r. Ledwich, in fact
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took thelath. If 80 l be &nd I were the only High Court officials

s -, ! " = - - - - w a T 7.

wha'dié-nﬁﬁrdﬁ'ﬂci |

The onlj surviving member of the Staff of the Lord Chancellor's
Office ie kr. J.G. Breakey,who was then a Firet Class Clerk there and
le still, I think Registrar in the High Court of Justice of Northern
Ireland. |Fe 1s eure to have official knowledge of the facts though
as to what?ar he will reply to queries addressed from south of the

Boyne I cannot say. un the general question I would again refer you

to my brother and more particularly to #r. O Donnchadha.

Yours falthfully,
BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1673.21

BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21

No. W.S, Lt&up
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207, Mount Prospect Avenue,
- Dol lymount.
S. 1023. _ 14 December 1950.

Dear| Sir,

In reply to your enquiry of the 1st instant I wish

t0 say that, in my opinion, the 1918 Qath of Alleglance was
certainly not a statutory one but was probably pursuant to
a British Treasury Regulation enforced through the office
of the Under-3Secretary, Dublin Castle, following demands
made in the House of Commons to deal with disaffection in
the Irlsh Civil Service.

Though I have no firsthand knowledge of the text,

I understand that it was a solemn oath of eternal allegiance
to the British Crown. According to the recollection of
certain of my former colleagues in the Courts it ran thus -

"I swear by Almighty God that I will be
faithful and will bear true allegianpa to
His Majesty Eing George the Fifth and his

lawful heirs and successors. for ever",

Of those who refused I recall my brothef, F. X Thunder,
of West Wiew, Old Connaught avenue, Bray; my friend

Daithﬂ 0 bonnchadha, 6, Bushy Park Road, Rathgar;

Mr., E. CGleary, all of the Land Commission; Diarmuid Hﬂgarﬁr
and MiFhaﬂl McDunphy, 2nd Division Glerkslnf the Department

of Agriculture, and Tom McArdle, 2nd Piv., I think, of

Local Government. There were also, I understand, P. Cremins,
Post Office, and Eamon Duggan, now a principal officer,
Industry and Commerce, and probably others of whom I am not

=
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aware. Dalthi O Donnchadha held the rank of Egﬂ. Class
Clerk (Land Commission Class). I am not sure of the
exact designation of the others and would suggest that
yop ﬁribe, if you have not already done so, t0 my brother-
anh to Mr. O Donnchadha, particularly to the latter who
was very active in the matter and orgsnised a meeting of
thL'feacusants in Banba Hall. 4ll1 the above were
ﬁigmissad_ I am not aware of any case of delayed
di%miaaal or non-dismissal, excepting my own.

As regards my personal experience, The Oath was
administered to the High Court Staff by the Lord Chancellor,
Sir Jemes Campbell, afterwards Lord Glenavy, in his office,
assisted by the late Gerald Horan, his permanent secretary.
Th& staffs of the various offices were sumoned in turn and
required to awear the Qath verbally and then to subscribe
their nemes to a declaration that they had done so,

1 refused and was told to withdraw. I was then given,
I think, some days, t0 reconsider my attitude of which
I EL&ilEﬁ t0 Becure a Jjob in Liberty Hall. Huwever I was

not‘dismisaad nor even suspended, and.haard no more gbout it.

The ezplanatinn which I heard was that the
application of the Regulation to Courts Officers was _
challenged by_ﬁ}. George Wilkinson Ledwich, Chief Glerk,
Taxing foiqe, and an old and loyal servant of the Crown.
The Eoint was thait the tenure of High cdurt officials
was governed by the Jﬁdiﬁatura Act 1877 and that we were
net Ltrictlr t0 be regarded as Qivil sef?ants.. It was
thought that Mr. Ledwich feared that in taking the oath
he w%s accepting Civil Service status with consequent
liability to the Sixty-five rule which did not apply to us.
: Anﬁh$w, after some consultation, the Lord Chancellor is
sald to have found that he was not on sure ground and
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decided to wash his hands of the business, I do not
think that Mr. ILedwich, in fact, took the Oath,

If 8o, he and I were the only High Court officials
who did not do so.

The only surviving member of the Staff of the

Lord Chancellor's Office is Mr. J.G. Breakey, who was
en a First Class Clerk there and is still, I think
Reglstrar in the High Court of Justice of Northern
Ireland. |He 1s sure t0 have official knowledge of
the facts though as to whether he w:l.:l;l. roply 40 gqueries
addressed from south of the Boyne I cannot say.

On the general question I would again refer you to my

brother and more part:lcularlr to Mr. 6 Donnchadha,

Yours faithrully,

(SIGNED) J. Thunder,

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY Tﬂﬂ-ﬂTT
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