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TEIRD STATEMENT BY PATRICK CALLANAN,

Craughwell, County Galway. i

Following my return from America I wiant back
to my own home in Killeeneen. 'I found the Galway
Brigade had been somewhat re-organiséd. The late
Larry Lardinar was Brigade D.c. s Mattiy Hilanﬂ.,
Adjutant, and Jack B:-oderiuk Quartermaatar.

I was re-appointed Brigade Chief of Ecﬂuta:-

fleetings of the Brigade staff were held monthly in .
Galway City. With Bamon Qorbett I organised the
Glarenbridge Company of the Voluntéers, and drilled
openly although the Volunteers were proclaimed an
illegal organisation ‘at the time, There {vare about
eighty men in the Company. | |

At this time I was appointed I.R.B. 'éentre fop
the County of Galway by Diarmiﬂl Lynch, and held that
position for about three months, during which time
I organised several I,R.B, Circles. I also organised
Volunteer Qompanies in Maree and Qranmore, | :

|

Things were very hot 111 Clarenbridge a.t this
-time, Ome Saturday night thﬂ RI.C attmkad some
Volunteers with the butt ends of their rirlea.

The following Sunday I stopped the people coming
from the 10 o'clock Mass and lined up the Volunteers.
Bamon Corbett addressed the congregation and the
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volunteers, but his remarks were directed towards the
R, I.C., some of whom wore present. He algfid., tgome
of our young men wra agsaulted last highi;' h;;fl the
police, and I want to warn you that if this happens
again, nothing but your blood will satisfy me".
He then referred to a land dispute in the parish.
| |
We continued to drill openly, and a :lf'ew woeks
later, about March 1918, I ‘Ii'aa in my mnthexlj'a housge
in Killeeneen when Sergeait Gaffuey of the R, I.C.
entered the house and served me with a dapo%rtétion
order to take up residence within five miles of the
town of Portadown in the County of m,gm the
province of Ulster, within twenty-one days. I'. About
the seme time Bemon Corbett was also served !{with a

deportation order. “We refused to obey the J':urd.ar and
wo went ®"on the run".

i
]

About March 1918, the Brigade was re-organised.
A meeting was held in the Town Hall, Galway, 'at which
MicheAl Staines presided. The Brigads 0.C. ,:.

Larry Lardiner, stood down in fevour or'adamtfla Murphy,

who was then appointed Brigade 0, C. I.ardiinaf was

appointed Wice 0.C., Matty Niland;, Brigade Adjutant,
Jack Broderick, Brigade Quartermaster, Joe Hmérlay,
Director of Communications and Intelligence. H
I was appointed Brigade Chief of Scouts.  There were
ébout nine Battalions in the Brigade, but the

Battallon Commandants were not present at this!
. : |

|

About a month after being served with the
deportation order, a wedding dance was held in our house.
. i
1,

|
l.
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When the guests were leaving at about 5 a,m, they

rioticed the police coming in the direction of the

village. One of them ran back and told IIIDB. I made

my escape through the back of the house, 'I returned

home when the police had gone, Four R.I.I_G. men came

back about 3'_o'clock that evening. I wa'u% lying on

the bed, A young lad named Purcell locked out and
saw the police.

caughtt,

He shouted, "Here's the police, he's
I jumped out of bed and ran outil the back
in my Stookinged feet, with the police after me.

I agaln succeeded in making my eacape. i.

l

One Sunday shortly after the date by which we
should have complied with the deportation t_:;rdar,
Bamon Corbett and I went to 10 o'elock HaasE in Roveagh
Ghurch:  As we arrived back in Killeeneen about
1 ¢'clock Hamon éa:l.d he had no revolver rau::nu:‘ll asked me
‘for“ome, I had three and I gave him oms. |about
4 o'alock that afternoon ERamon was in the yérd of his
house talking t0 a cousin of his named John 'H;mea.
T™wo R, I.C., men arrived on Bicyeles and on a&,aing
famon- dismounted and made an effort to arraa%t. him,
Eamon ran through the village, trying to 1na;a his
revolver as he ran, The police discharged %F.wu ghots

at him, I heard the shots and got my revolver and

ran in the direction of the ghooting,

was coming cloge to Bamon,

The ﬁol:l.ceman
An old man about 65
named Pster Connolly took a large stone and told the

R. I.C. “man he would bresk his face with 1t 1:-1 he came

any further, A few women came on the acens and the

R.I.C. man turnéd back. I made contact with Eamon

immediately and we went to Mrs. Walsh's house in
Killeeneen. i
|
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At sbout 10 o'elock Bamon agked me where I was
going to stay that night., I said I mtai::aaa staying
in the'village. BEamon ‘said he was going %o Rhinn,
which was sbout one mile distant. He then left.
Amongst those present in Walsh's house weffe,

Matty Niland, Martin Newell, Hieh;tel mmi::ns.

Michael Kelly and Peter Gorbett. Less than half an
hour after Bamon leaving; my brother arrived. He did
not see any police on his way in, ahortlrf;r after
that he went to leave; he was ordered to remain.
Others arrived then and they did not gee piglice as
they came in., when they went to leave thér also
were ordered to go back into the house. I I;attemp‘heﬂ.
to leave and I was also ordered back. It .{ap;paared.
that shortly after Bamon Corbett's departure the
village of Killeeneen, including Walsh's house where
we were, was surrounded by a force of over E;:I.GG R. I.C.
men who were carrying out a house to house tlaearm:h'nf
the whole wvillage. There was only one duoi_' to the
house go I knew there was no way of escaping. It was
decided that I should lie on the wire ma‘ttra}_ss, with

. I
the fibre mattress over me, with the usual bed clothes.

Miss Grett Walsh then got into the bed yrat&lnaing to
be sick. The room was set out eccordingly with
madieine-bnttlea and hot water Jar. This w"aa about
11 o'clock. I remained like this until ahaufs 3 a.,m,
when the pol:lce arrived and searched the huuss. They
took the nqmaa of all present and then searched the
room where I was. When the District Inspector end
policeman entered the room, Grett Walsh in a ._weak
volce called "Mama, Mama". The policeman said'tihere
18 no one hersd except a sick girl". - The District
Inspector flashed a lamp on her and sald "Ch, my dark
Rosaleen", and then left. ) Ii
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When the search of the village was finiahad.
I went back to my own house., I fixed wp !_a thide out!
in the attic which had a secret entrance, | Although ~
the house was ralded several times d.uriﬁg E'isih.é next
few weeks I was never discovered, 1 thsn went to
gorcorans of Kilcorman where I stayed for ..three monthe.
I then went to Delureys, The Glebe, Kilcnlga.n, and took
an active part in the training and organlsing of the
Volunteers in that agrea, I then went to {
Martin Linsne's, Caltra, Headford, where I remained
six months., I went under the neme of ﬁatz'-:l:ck 0'bea,
a nephew of Linane's, who lived in Glarenhr;iﬂge{ ]

I

The police ecalled at the home of G’Bﬁ!a in
Clarenbridge and made enguiries as t0 whéf:h!pr 0'Dea
was at home or where he was. The ‘J.‘Dluntaer!g heard this
and sent me g wire saying "the black cattle: are going
down tonight". I knew what that meant and decided to
go to the house of Willie HEHugh, a Volunteer who lived
in_ths district. I met McHugh on the roadij and as
I was telling him the story, the police arn-:i.ved in
three motor cars and passed us by on their 'ulfax to raid
Linane 's. ;

Fext day I sent word to Fr. Tom Burke ?nrho was
C.¥. in Glen Corrib in the parish of Shule, fhat the
police hdd raided Linane's for me. Fr, Burke arrived
next night on a bieyele and both of us left for
Sullivans hcmﬁa in Ballycurran where Fr, Bnrlpe was -
atwing_. A night or two after owr arrival there,
Fr. Burke and I went for a walk along the Gorrib and
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on our return to the house we saw twb R, I. C, men
standing outside the gate, Ee was somewhat startled
when he gaw them and we declded@ that it was better
that I should leave immediately. I went .to the house
of Pat Geoghegan sbout a quarter of a mile distant.
Aftér half an hour there I went 'b6 the hm:.-;se of

¥r. Garvey, N.% , Kilroe, and remained the:':.-.‘e about

I
i
|

half an howr, - ) g

I then went to Patrick Kynes, Headror::g;, where
I remained two days, and theh went to Cravens, Clydsih,
énd stayed there three months. As we "had I;a feeling
that it was not safe to remagin theére any 1t'ipnger,
Pr, Burke erranged for me to g0 to County Louth.
A few days before I was due to go the house was
suwerounded by police and I wae captured after evading
them for fifteen months., I was broughti tol'; Tuam
R.I.G. Berracks and held thére about a week and was
then tsken to Galway Jail. After about a rlpanth I was
brought to Renmore Barracke and tried by co#rt martial
for failing to comply with the deportation arder.
I refused t0 recognise the court and was aaﬁtameﬂ to

: L

three months imprisonment. I served the sentence in
. |
Galway Jail and was released in September 1919,

I returned home to Craughwell end resumed my
eppointment as Brigede Chief of Soouts.  In addition
to my dutles as Brigade Chilef uf'Bcout;a I iraés instructed
t0 argenise the Loughrea Battalion of which i:,arr.? Burke
was 0,C.  There were slx Companies in the Battalion
at the time, but after about three months thelr number
had increased to sixteen, This Battglion wae later
formed into a Brigade and was known as the South Eest
Galway Brigade, '

1
|
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about this time there was considerable trouble
over land. Land was being selzed by people who
thought they had a claim to it, Cattle were being
driven off lands and walls knocked down. i, Inatructions
were received from G.H.Q. that the land agitation
would have to cease until the fight for rxlvee&.om was
over. Pollowing this the land agitation faded out
conaiderably, The Volunteers had to enforce the
decisione of the Republican Cowrts. We also had

police work 0 @0, including the enforcing of closing
| .
Late in 1919 the Volunteers became very active.
In eddition to intemsive training, numerocus raids |
for arme took place, and police held up a.nﬂ. diuML
Headguarters at this time was not satisfled with the

way things were going in Galway. I

public houses at the proper times,

|
o

Several times at Brigade Council meetings,
Brigadé officers and Battalion O,Ce. made suggestions,
submitted plans and sought perm:l.asioﬁ to carry out
ambughes and other attacks on enemy fmaa.il Permisgion
was always refussd by the Brigade (.C. on the’ grounds
that G.H, Q. did not spprove of such attacks. TI Two
attacks on-enemy forces were carried out mincci-th
Gelway without the knowledge of sanction ofithe
Brigade O, C, He was very annoyed when he .'F:I:Laarﬁ of
them, - |

|

&pmﬂ August, 1920, T went to Galway t0 get in
touch with some members of the Brigade staff; When
1 was: returning through the village of Oranmore I was
fired on by R.I.C. and Black and Tans, o

b
I
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About June 1920, the Brigade 0/C. receilved orders from

%, H.Q. in Dublin, that three of the easiest R. I. C. Barracks
in the Brigaede area were to be attacked and éaptured on the
game night. Shortly after that he was summﬁned to Dublin.
On his return to Galway he issued instructions that no

- member of the Brigade staff was to take part in the attacks,
and that “the attacks were to be carried out b; the
Battalion Commandants and their staffs., ThegBarracks
selected fur attack were, Carraroe, Gﬂnnemara; Castlegrove . =
near Tuam, and Mowille, Athenry. Castlegrcvé Barracks was

attacked but it was not captured. The other iwo were not

attacked at all, :
When I saw the failure to0 attack the mew?lle Barracks

I took it on myself, although contrary to orﬂs#s, t0 attack

Bookeen Barracks near Dunsandle, in ths.athenré Battalion

| aresa. This Barracks was a strong two-storey ﬁuilding with

a lean to outhouse. It was situated in the céntre of an

open plain with very little cover for attaak&r%. There
' [
was a ten-foot wall at the rere of the Barracks which

afforded great cover for the Barracks. There %as a low

wall sbout thirty yards in front of the Barracks and
] running parallel to it. There were five windo%s in the
| front of the Barracks and two at the rere. Thére were
] steel shutters in the windows, but they must no; have been
| fixed as they fell inwards following the first w?lley.

lThe garrison was one Sergeant and sixteen Gonstahleé.

3

Ly plan was t0 set fire to the Barracks as[it would
: |
be impossible to capture it with rifle fire or with the
I

poor explosives we had at our disposal. About ﬁwenty-

elght men were to teke part, which included outposts on the

Farinus:roads, and those detailed to cut telephone wires.

?E had anine rifles-and about twenty rounds of‘ammhnition

for each rifle. ' 5
:
|

1
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We had seven or elght shotguns with a plant:lful supply
of Bhntgun cartridges. !
}

The attack was timed for 1 a.m. Dnijthe
night gelected we got into position as ailai.ntly as
possible. I detailed seven riflemen to tal.lke up
positions behind the low wall in front of the
Barracka; the other two riflemen were pla.&lid at
the rere. A ladder was placed against the rere
wall of the Barraecks by Martin Nevin and ané,rﬂzar man,
Edward Burke of Eilimor climbed the ladder %nd broke
some plates on the roof. He then poured about
eight gallons of petrol through the hole anﬂ on to
the slates. He then deacended the ladder to
below the level of the gutter. He was thanl; handed
a burning torch on a nine foot pole which mlplmea
on the broken portion of the roof. The rmr
caught fire immediately. It was our intantinn to
-I;aku the Barracks without using any ammmition if
paaai‘ble. After about five minutes the roof was
only smouldering and we thought it would go oL.t.
I gave an order to open fire on the roof so as %o
give ventilation to kesp the fire blaszing. i‘h&re
was a heavy exchange . of rifle fire for about ten
minutaa, during which time the police fired many
verey lights. The roof was now blazing fiarc;ly.
and we called on ths police to am*renﬂ;af, whic.l_n they
did not do. There was sgpasmodic firing on bofh
sldes; we 4did not want to waste ammunition. .
This mntin_ued $111 3,30 when the roof collapsed.

1 went to the back of the building where Seén Kelly
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(now Senior Inspector in the Land Commission) was.
I saw the police in the small shed at the rere.

1t was now almost daylight. Most of the:police
were undressed and had not any arms. I decided

that our objective had been achieved and!withdrew,

leaving the Barracks in ruins, We returned a

few days later and searched among the E.a‘hl}ria.
We found six revolvers in serviceable condition,
except that the grips had been burned, hult these

were easlly replaced. ‘,

_ |
Amongat those who took part in the attack
=re -

]

Gill Morrissy, 0.C. Athanrr Ba.ttal:l.m
larry Burke, 0, C. Loughrea Battslion
Pat Coy, Wiece 0.C., Loughrea‘ Battalinn
John gnd Lerry Kelly (brothers),
:Lllina.d.aama
Walsh, Killinsdeema,

Barfley and Paddy Iashr, Lﬂtriml
Hichaa Grace

Plaherty
.'mlm and Martin Rooney {hrnthurm)
P.J. Morrissy |
Jack Morrissy ;
Darby Deeley !
Anthony Rehy !
Pat and Tom Keanse -,
Dan Eearns, Oldoastle '
Ked Burke and Michael Hmlnn, a.ttymm.

|
I then made plens for an attack on |
Graughwell R, I.C., Berracks of which I 1nror1|pad

the Brigade 0.C. He told me that the Battallon

0.C. should take charge of all attacks in his area
in future. In consultation with Gill Harril_aa:r,l

0.C. Battalion, we campleted the plan of atf_mk.

We decided it should take place on a
Monday night in October (1920).

A coupls u.:f;" days
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before this Gill Morrisesy went to Galway to

inform the Brigade O,C, that the plans were

complete and that the attack was to takel place

the following Monday night, The Brigads 0.C,

told Morrissy that attacks on ocaupied |

buildings were postponed for the present, The

attack was, therefore, called off.  The i;srigad.ﬂ

at this time was I‘being reorganised, Fivlp
Brigades were to be formed., The enemy "beé}am
very active as during the reorganising pazlfiud.
which oceupied a few weeks; volunteer activity
had slackened off., L
|
Although I was "on the run", I used E:all to
my house an odd mornifig. The Wédnesday bnlarure
Bloody Sunday I.c alle:d at 'ahﬂﬂﬁ a quartar:; to
eight.

I was barely inside when six or seven
R.I.C. men and an asuxiliary entered the house

and I was arrested. I was taken to craugh'well

R, I.Q, Barrecks and then to Newford Military Camp,
Athenry. I wae held there for a week and was

handeuffed each night before going to bed. |

One night I was tgken out in the fields a‘houl.t a

quarter of a mile from the Camp and interrogated.

' |

iy hands were tled behind my back; my legs were
. i

tied.  Pour officers and some privates of the

17th Lancers questioned me if I knew H:lchael'icollins;
and Lerry Lardiner,

I said I did. They

threatened to shoot me, After a short time 'T was

brought back to the Camp. ' I was transferred to

the Town Hall, Galway, and held there for about a
month. I was then sent t0 Ballykinlar where

I remained till December 1921, when I was relsased.
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