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CORRECTION BY FRANK FAHY

"gun Press"”, 25th September, 1

The Memoirs of Robert Brennan,

Page 9, Columm 5 - re Barney Mellows

Barney Mellows was one of those engaged in the attack
on the Magazine Fort, Phoenix Park, on Eaateﬁ Monday, 1916.
From there some of the attad_:ing party, including Barney
Mellows, came to me in the Four Courts, and from that day

untll the surrender Barney acted as my Alde-de-Camp,

I had written some dispatches to Connolly, and had
carbon coples of them in the Four Courts; luckiiy for me,

Barney Mellows burned them just before the surrender.
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" gomewhnt ahrli:lgnd.
mrilnn of Enbert Brennsn's
memuobrs, whieh - be Joténds-
nuhliahimr in book: form: nerl.’ §
yem! Copy: right by 'the lumur b
' k H .. :

18T ‘rweek * Rabert.

wraote of the gathering’
ogither -of streigs comrades
ut Dublin—physical force men,
writers, ?ost.s, newspupermen,
wen of lebowr . .. and the
oming of Binn Fdin, Rebels

B, #t Dublin {n the ysars, .

?ftrre the dmmu of ﬂw Rising

"N, =

* . poat it at the G.P.0. before the
.5 a.m. -collection, 80 45 to he.

AR

contained &bout-’

: day I went tafl.ha Gaelic
eague, offices to see Sean T.

VHelly!.. He' wa,s dut for.the” ’
to ™

woment, and- I¥ sat down
mlt. ‘Phere ‘was an carnest
soklng young man sitting. at
desk, absorbed.as if thinmng
‘At to o owrite, | Hé  jotte
}metm%%

en_ he looked up and |,

shed me if ‘T apioke Irlgh. 'I

..id "a little " .and he handed
e the alip’ of paper.

=anam lorg na Lmhm{dhe., )
you understand’ it,"
sked. - P
19,7 T Em.td - Lct ua follow
the fuﬂt.ateps of the heroéa'

A"t it grand,” he said and. I- i Flanna E.malm

ireed. Heﬂwaa writmg' an'.
tiele on this. topi¢ for the<
Jlaidheamh Soluiz,” the Gaelle.
Megue organ: . When Sean T,
e and fetchéd me, I ashed
ho the man wasg and he told
e It was Padra.g Pearse,

x i ok  x

.ed To Resign 1

i
ITH Sinn Fein,mattera went -

from had tvc}f worse, while
e Irish Par ty'a fortunes con-
oued m rise as Home Rule
sermed . ‘eome - NeArer.
riffith had put up & Sinn Fiin
widldate for a parliamentary
icancy in North Leitrim and
id’ tazken a heavy defeat,
.ough Grifith -called it &
oral. victory., Years, after-
ards I heard Gerry Boland
Jr “I'm sick of these moral”
ctories, After every one of .
iem I'm in jail and in debt.”
the  support for the Party
creased, their attacks on us
dnuhled and thizs at a time
nen our numbers were get- .
Mg .fewer and fewer. -

PR

intry Reporter.- |
E position of Wexford cor-
¢sp|:|n|:!¢nt of the Enwmizcorihy
tho becarms vacant and the’
itor, Mr. William Sears, who
1 with us in the Sinn Fkin -
ovement, agreed lﬁ give. me
& johb and pay ma one pound
r weelk.” Una and I made
ta hrudger. and found that,
ter ma.limg all allcrwancta
r rent;Tood, clothing and ‘all
nt:[ng'e;mles, we would have
npence}over from my one
und af the end of a wesk,
sre encigh, we had tenpence .
't over at the énd.of the first
el birt we never had it atter-
ards, at.least not till very
any years later.
r r,he rarducus’ work I had .
d surve:rlng four hundred -
les of roads om & push
cyrle, mostly in the depth of
2 'mnter I found life a3 .8
Jorter 'very. . comfortable
vemnd a.“quaint_ detective:
aracter called "Crubeesn
Jgeh ™ for ~irsland's  Own
4 he'was an indtant success.
wrote well over ona
ndred short detective stories
three years.. T.used to start
ch story on Thursday even-

f, Wwhen my last dispatnh. to !
Y Echo had heen zent off and,
jting‘*, confinuously, finlsh
about’ four in the morning
d' then go down town to

o

down on & slip of |

The -

drds om it were: . - 4o
L]

- Was a, .oy with

ﬂ-‘:" NREE S L

'.‘E'l_rm_ﬁ&n'. L

~i-odn time for publication.
e&ch gtory -
“Baven thousand words,
he seen that this was hard

The series, according
ta Nink Murphy, the traveller -
“'for the magazine—long after-",

“wards superintendent of Cthe
Carda—sent the circulation
up from, thirty thousand to
eighty thousapd, but I was
paid at the same. rate all the

time, namely half-a-crown a -
which amounted to .

column,
, twenty-five shillings for deven
thousand words.
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“Go To DFi -

ONE Sunday in 1911, Una and~

I were on our way to Mass '
«; down Summerhill,' when round’®
. the "corner “from Hackeit's

 Bpout a little band of hoys in *,:
green uniforms came march- -
ing. They 'werg the Wexford .

troopz of Fianna Eireann,

which had been started h}* .
Sean Sinnott a. .few mnnth N

hefore. :
had, of *cnurse,
: marchmg‘ hefore, but this time

s:em them

-beatlng -4 lttle fazter, - In

it will,

af his later da:ﬂl when the
Black and Tans werg on the
rampege In
lorriee, ralding the country-
side. Liam and I lay gide by
.glde in a houae one night wlen
the lorries rumbled nearer
and nearer and slowly passed.
He whlapered:

dae,”
dlstrict we were in was sur-
. rounded by the ralding Black
an Tans, Liam said: "Solomon

In-all hia glory wes never in |

a raid like one of these.”

We often ats.;.red at the Mellowst
Jhome. in Dublin anod, I must

sa;u.r, that i.f ever t.‘nare Was

[n Dublin

" there was aomething iu thelr- ¢
bearing which sent ‘my’ heart .- i

front of the column with Bean 170

a crnp of
umisua.ll}r falr - hair.
they came ahreast of us, Sean

SWhen - ;

. halted the, column and braugn; S e

the,*stranger aver.s Loy,

i eyes of Liam
good . humour,
optlmmm and -comradeship.

‘enthusiasm.

. The'- boys ' were . bound fors the =

‘mountain on & route march.
Later that day theéy came in
to us for'tea and , thereafter

‘Limm stayed with us nearly i

- pxperlenced an ;unexpentcdly L
strong' handelaap rand “found .
myaeli lnuk_tn%mnm ‘the blue -

lows, full of @

every tlme he came to Wex- o

ford. Our place was an ideal
“one’ for him' to deill the bays
and he took [all advantage of

Liam's father had spent

* his life as a regular soldier in
the British' Army. Intending :

—and men stril

Liam for the same c¢areer; he
had gent him.to achool to the
Hibernlan Military Academy.

+The old man had been hedly cut

1;;1 the day Liam told him that
if he was going,K to fight, It
would be for Ireland and on
Irish soil. Lism was how
glving  the _ benefit of This
military schunling to the boys
- all gver Ireland.” TD gome: of

18 who had been 'many years -
- in the L.R.EB. the prospect of a -

rising seemed - remote, but

Mellows' optimism was infee-

tious, Wewould get our chance
soon, he said, when England.

©and Gamany would go to war.

R
ot

Mellows OF, The -

e e .‘". ot

Light Heart -
ON the parade g‘rnund Liam

wasd, a stern, rigid - discip-
llnar!a.n He drove the-boys
hiard. O duty he was & light-
‘hearted, harim.scarum, DPracs-
tieal ]aher and hé was an

_ inveterate punster. I give two

classic examples of the puns

e e e

happy famlly, it was that of
the Mellows' in those. days.
They Uved in a amall, but very
comfortapble. house In Mount-
pleasant Avenue, -near
Delphin's -Barn. -Hanging ‘on
the walls 'there were man
group photographs of Britis
goldiers, In all of which  the

' old man appeared, Cancermnp;

the treasonable activities of
Lhiz family, Mr. Mellowas ‘was

“When I hear
cany lorry,. -1 lay me down and |
A few dayz later, the’

theiy " Crossley =

“Yed, of course I do;"

r

play quariettes —
of Irigh airs. Fred and Jenny
died before the Rising snd the
father and mothér | vislbly
grew older, but they bore their
SOrTOWS very hmvely and
pever complained. « ' N

AR S

The'Man Who =~
Was Broken N
O‘Q'E day after the Great War )

plano and "
atrtng&w-always arrangements |

atarted, I journeyed up from °*

Wexford, and Liam and his
father met. me af Harcourt
(Street station. A8 we emerged
'into the street; & battalion of
British aoldiers were marching
past. We stood on the foot-

?a.th with hundreds of othera -

w0 watch 'them, * Now don't

. you see”. snid the father to

“Liam, a3 if resuming an argu-

mient.
replied
He “was  im-

Liem testily.

. mediately. aware that he had

¢ “Father thinks the

shown, some {emper and he
turned to me with a grin.

Volunteers
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do not

EUt on a8 gu-u-d B ﬂ_huw
a3 the .

ritish."

“You koow well they dom't,”-

said
bBaven't

the old. man,
- the precisicn

i ;he:.r

the
* order, the bearing or anything

a

- gtarted and his two remaining,
children were - ‘out with. the "
rebels, one’ away i, Gaiway'
and the, other with«hlg cam--

Third Instalment of .
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it atrﬂ.nge when the Rlslng

panY in ol i
4 atone's throw
13 house., Barney told me

la.ter whest Wwe met in Mewr-
bridg’e prizon, that the old man
managed to  reach him on
Wednesday or Thuraday of ‘the
fight when the garrison of the
| South Dublin Union was being
-apraly pressed. He had crogsed
 the canal under firg and camé
vto “say to- Barmey that his
mother was bearing up well
“upder the strain. -

That's not what you came to
52y -to me," said Barngy.

s father regarded him thought-
Jgully for a 3 whlla.

' _- Why don’t you enfillade thosej

fellows? ™ ha asked,
Hﬂ-‘“"" moL b r

’-If you aend-half a dozen men

,with rifles across the canal to
~such "and such a position yon
can turn thelr fanle.”

'Goud old Dad!" sald Barney.
P We'll do it And they did.
¢ pld man was broken, how-
ever, and he died before Liam,
who had escaped to, America

" after the Rising, had returned.

x ¥ ¥

Larkin's Men
*ﬂn The Itun

_}NE da_v during tha gres.t~

T -

i

Dunlin atrike gf 1913, Liam
Mellows came down and aslked

. ug if we could put up two'

" Dublin-men who were fugitives

from justice. We knew, with-
out being told, who the
fugltives were .because the

papers had givem wvery full
aecounty of their gepradaticns.
They were the two men who
had thrown a peoliceman into
the River Liffey and had
hurled a barrel dn after him.
They were twoe of Larkin's
men and the Hue and Cry wag

- put for them. The affalr had

We were told, huwever,

_to teke the two men and to

;%ae Look at’the way theaa -

1lows walk."

Liam patted, h!m a.tfechnnntnly

on the shoulder,

Wit till “you-ssee . the way

“puzzladySbuts stalerant e S Mhacss, they'll run,” he said.

mpther, Jhowever, declared that -
-aincc ghe . was a ~ Wexkford
woman ahe could be nothing but
‘a-rebel. In-the evening Liam
would tramp in in thi heavy
hobhailed. goatn . ha

“wore and give us a lght-
hearted and lively account of
“the da}ra doings.. After "tea,
Liam, ' ‘Barney, . Fred and
.le:nn;.r tha anly girl. wuuld

always .

‘exploda™® "He:turned tor et

gravely.-

oM Dan’g rnal;te the -mistaite, he '

said, * of -under-eatimating the
British goldiers’”

“He's afraid e Are g-oiﬁ.

beat them,” said Liam wtth a.
grin. 5 :

The old man must ha.ve found

oceurred during one of  the
numerous clashes hetween the
police and the strikers and as
- the olicemen  had  been
rescued It seemed to me that

there was much ado a.bout'
© very little,

ke for Justlce'

that
they were dmge:-orua men- and
that the police had it in, for
them. We, of course, agreed,

try and arrange to have them
smuggled on a8 Wexford
achooner to England. -In due
course, the men arrived. Dne
of them, Stephen Hastings!

wWas a hlg' Tellow, not i.ml.'lke

Larkin himself.

The ald mn.n waa“" ahout 1.}1-Hehad Andeed, been. rEqu!altinnnd—;
. e B, timas. to impsersonate;

-Larkin'so as to lead tha police
on & false ftrail After a

. couple of weeks, we managed

te smuggle him on board a

schooner and get him away,
The other, man, Higgins,

remalned on our ha:nd.s and, to.

our dismay, he. developed a
troublesome cough which

s

BRENNAN

threa.ten&d to h&t:rajr hia pr&-
sence In the house.” We had’
to keep.the men in one Toom
afl the time becpuse wa had
sharing the house with ug a .
famniEr who were not at all
Iriendly to .the causs. For
several weeks we. walted, and
’ thoiigh Mike Morris, the cap-

.

tain "of - the =chooner Edith .

t  May, was willlng to‘take him
-an hig bozt, he could not sall
azlthe weather was unfavour-
able,

“Just like the Armada’ said
Mellows, who was now on_the’

. BCene !raquently “the wind
and the waves are ﬂghting for -
England." :

K| *' ® .
& Chnp the Head = «
Off Him™ L

FINM‘.:LY we thnug‘ht !t lafer.
send Higglna to: the .
cnuni.r;,r for a while and. Larry |
De Lacy found a house for him-
in QOulart, his native village.
He p!a.ted him. in the homea of
.. & bachelor, right-in the villagd..
It waz the first time the-ltile
Dublin man - Had been in &
house in the country and it
was all very strange to him:
His bachelor host entertainped.
him for some time, but when’
night eime on, the former re-
membered that the eircus was
paying its annual vislt to the
village and he did not intend
to miss the clroua for Higgins,
or Larkin, .orp any .man in
Irgland. * )
Higgins was terribly upset When
he heard this.

“ But what am I
they come in
agked.

U They won't some in fur }ﬂ:lu
#sald the other, " no one knows
you are here and thera will ba ¢
ne gne coming in anyway."

He completely forget that he had
a lodger—the local  achool-
master — and that the- latter
would be. coming home while
he was at the clrous;, -

Ap Higglng sHil protested. his'
.host  hande im a billhook |
and put him sitting on the
staira facing the door.

" MNow,” he s=aid.- “)f. anyone
comes fn, all you have to' do 1s -
to chop tim head off of him
with this."

So off the bachelor went to the

v circus and he was ehjoying it
thoroughly when he suddenly
remembered the schoolmaster! -
He stood up in his seat and

erying out, “ Oh, my God, the -
schoolmaster! ™" he rushed

. Aerosy the ring and out, nearly
taking the tent with him. He -
ran'all the way to the cottage
‘and, hurstmg in. nearly got h.[s !
own head off

olng’ tur dﬂ ir -
OF ; me’” he

ER
We Join the
Volunteers

E Tbrought ‘nggins back

after a while find managed
= o get-himi-away tol England = ||
biit he- was’arrested shortly -
afterwards. " He gct & ten
years sentence,:

When the Volunteers wara_,
formed in 1913, we all joined
up. ¥We had about -ffty
Tecrulta to start with and tha’

. numbers gradually increased.

(Continued Next Sunday) . °




