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STATEMENT BY COMMANDANT LEO BAXTER (Retlred},
| Killin Mills, Longford.
| g

| I Joined the Irish Volunteers in 1917 in ardagh. Joe

MeGuinness took me into the Volunteers. I took no oath on
jcining and, as far as I remember, was not ﬁaénad with a
mahherﬁhip card. We pa;d a small subscription - I think it was
t#upence per week - tﬂﬁards~axpenﬂas and the purchase of afms
and equipment. This wes @ brigade levy. A company organisation
existed in Ardagh at this time. The Company O/C. was Paddy
TJant, I think, and the stirength of the company wae asbout thirty
a% this time. We had no arms of any kind. Our instructors

w?ra g couple of British army men who were also members.
|

J There was a Sinn Fein Club in Ardagh and all the members
of the Volunteers were also members of this. Parades for
training were held twice weekly. At first, training was done
in the open under the eyss of the: R.I.C., but later, it was
carried out in secret. The Volunteers took a big part in the
leGuinness election in South Longford and were éctive in
- canvassing and other duties on his behalf. Training was
continuous sll through 1917 and 1918,

During the General Electiun in 1918 we were very huﬂy -
checking up on the register of votes, canvassing voters anﬂ
erranging transport nf all sorts to bring the voters to the
polling stations. On polling day.we did protection duty on
éha polling stations and efterwards we escorted the polling
boxes to Longford for finsl counting. The R.I.C. slso provided

an escort for the same purpose.

8% this time there were two battalions of Volunteers
orgenised in Co. thgfcrd{ one battalion in the north county

Lnﬂ one in the south. In the end of 1918, or early in 1919,
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it was decided to erganise the county further. 4 battalion
was organised iIm our area and P. Ryan of Listreena was
gopointed officer commanding; I wes appointed vice-0/C. The
ad jutant was Paddy Trént and my brother, John Joseph, was

- 'Quartermaster., 4/Coy. comprised ths Légap area; B/Coy.

Ardegh area; C/Coy. Carrickedmond area; D/Coy. Edgewor ths town
area and E/Coy. lloydore. There was slso a half company

in the Rathowen district. This was the 4th Battalion, the
wirole county now being orgsnised into a brigade and known

a8 the Longford Brigade.

A/Company was commanded by Michsel Hallesty, afterwards
a captain in the army and now deceased, B/Company by Pat
Farrell. C/Company by John Scally. D/Company by Felix
McCabe; E/Compsny by Jemes Lenehan. P. HcNamera wes in charge

of the half-company in Rathowen.

By May 1920, the R.I.C. had vacated a number of their
smaeller barracks and concentrated their garrisons in larger
centres, .All thsse wvacated Earf&cka were destroyed by hurning
by the Volunteers on one particular n;ght. This_ﬂgq a
country-wide operation and it ga;a us & great insight into
the axten£ of the organisation of the Volunteers or the I.R.A.
es they were now known. After the 1918 General Electian,

. and when the Dail asaemﬁled 1n*aarl§.1919, the Volunteers

became the army of the Republic and topk sn oath as such.

Ryan wae mow deprived of his appointment as Battalion
0/Cs and I was appointed in his stead. Michael Ballesty was
appointed Vice 0/C. end I think it was hie brother Martin

who took over his company.

In the gpring of 1920, a general raid for arms took
place. This was also a country-wide operation. Every housse
where there was known to be -arms of any sort, or which was

suspected of having arms, was visited. In most cases i1t was
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only a matter of asking for the weapons as the people were
|frienﬂly disposed towards us. The stuffl we Becured was
|mustly ghotguns and shotgun cartridges. We got mo rifles

|nr revolvers and gquite a good number of those guns wore

|unserviceable or of an obsolete types

|thasa were destroyed, the Volunteers took over the work of

When the R.I.C. vacated all their outlying stations and

|pclicing the country. This entailed a huge amount of duty

| for them. They were required to carry out the ordinary
|Ipatrals and guards end, in addition, to make arrests and
I.datentiuns and hold prisoners in secret plces which came to

| be known as “unknown destinations". They hsd, further, fo

| arrange for trials before the'Sinn Fein Courts and to arrange
for the carrying out of the decrees of such Courts; also to
canvast the people who had caeses for litigation to have same

brought before the arbitration courts which were now .

rupctioning. Wearly all of this was apare;timﬁ duty, as most
of the Volunteers were either working men or head their nwﬁ
vocations to attend to snd it imposed a severe strain on all
concerned. However, it was all faced up to with enthusiasm

and goodwill on all sides.

There ware siill no rifles in our batislion, except one
winich was loaned by; the brigade for training purposss.
We had some .22 rifles with which we did some firiﬁg practices
Training went on as usual. Pat Garrett, whom Collins had
sent down from Dublin as an instructor, visited all the
battalions and companies in turn and impartaﬁ instruction to

them. He had had experience in the British army.

The only operations of & hostile nature indulged in at
this time was the cutting of enemy communications such as
telsgreph and telephone lines and destroying bridges and
cutting the roads to meskse them impasssgble to them.
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The first engagement that the batialion toek part in

#as the attack and cepture of Ballymahon R.I.C. Barracks in

1920. About five from this battalion were engaged on this.

I was with Connolly boring through the houses next to the

ﬁarracﬂs; We béraﬂ'jntn the house mext to the barracks from

the edjoining house. The only tools we had for this purpose
was a crane hook and we uwsed a sladgﬂ'to drive this between
%ha stones in the wall at the back of the fireplace. The
working perty conslsted of Connolly, Brian Partridge from

. Ardagh and myself. We succeeded in making s hole into the room

#ext to the barracks and ﬁhen:thruugﬁ the ceiling of this room
én to the roof. Connolly got on to the roof through this hole
and then EMashaﬁ:a hole in the roof oOf the barracks end
Fhrnugh this hole he threw a bomb., The axploéign from this
bomb was flerce. While these boring operations were teking
place'span WacEoin and a ﬁarty from Ballinalee kept g
inontinunuﬂ rifle~fire on the barracks to keep the gaqgisUE;

distracted and {o cover the noise of the boring operations.

When the bonb exploded the garrison surrendered. There
were gbout fourteen R.I.C. men in the barrascks. All we got
cut,qf this capture were two bicycles;. the arms, ammunition
and other eguipment were all taken away by MscEoir and
Ganqoléy. This capture gave a gréat buck=up to the morale of
the Volunteers and made them reallise that if fthey had arms
they wuu1d be well able to deal with any enemy of egqual

or even greater strength.

Nothing of any great importance happened after the

Bellymahon affeir until the Terlicken ambush. Afﬁgthol of

Tens who:-were 1n &irength in the couniry now, were in the habit
of travelling from Longford to Ballymahon.  THis patrol
consisted of two lorry loads of Tans. It was plenned to
embush them at Terlicken. The column from the north county

under Sean MacEoin came down for this and were asgls ted by
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Bli:rma men from the 3rd and 4th Battalions. All were armed
with rifles, the rifles for our men being supplied by HacEoin.
& concrete mine was placed on the road and well hiddem under
the . roed surface.. This mine was connected to an exploder
vﬂr’lieh was manmed by the "Bug" Callaghan. The remainder of
the attackers took up position in some houses on the gide of
the roed end in a Termhouse close by. The attacking party

4&:-& somewhere between twenty end thirty strong.

‘ The patrol turned up to timg, but, on being fired, the
r+ine failed to explode. Fire was opened on the ensmy by the
rifle men in the houses. They immediately halted and, jumping
from their lorries, took cover and engaged the ambushers.

‘:!l.‘ha failure of the mine allowed the enemy to get further than
'r;he:r could have got if it exploded, and to get to cover, which
otherwiee would have been denied to them. The fight lasted
for about half an hour and then we ﬁ-ad %o pull out and bresk
.LJff the engagement. None of our men were injured. Some of.
the Tans were believed t0 have been wounded. Ve had no losses
that I know of oxcept the unexploded mine. "The "Bug"
Callaghan succeeded in getting the explt;der detached amd
brought lteway with him.

We all now moved to Legan, The north county column came
back through our area and travelled wvia Edgeworthstown area
back to the Ballinalee area. I wanted to Jjoin this column. ¥
MacEoin snd Ned Cooney had a consultation and, ss a result, it
was decided to form a column in South Longford - so I was kept

over for this.

The South Longford column was -now &tarted with led Tooney

in charge. Amongst the original members, as far as I can

remember - were Mick Ballesty, Jim and Ned Werd, John licCormack
P. McNamara, Tom Mullen, Tom Kelleher, the Garraghen brothers,
Barney, Bill and John, Feter Fallon and myself«f M 0[6
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e were ;11 armed with Service rifles and twenty'to
thirty rounds of .303 ammunition. The rifles snd ammunition
were supplied by the Brigsede hesdouarters. MNost of the
members were "on the rﬁn” at this time. We billeted and
lived on the people in the couniry districts. Generally, we

were well received by the people.

In April 1921, the column ambushed a patrol of Tans amnd

'R.I.G. which was proceeding from Rathowen to Ballynacargy.

The ambush toek place at Ballycorkey. The column took up
positions on either side of the roed. The position was not a
good ome. The road had hedges and bushes along the fence.

We were a short bit back from the road. No mines were lsid
and the road was not blocked. The pgtrnl came on bicycles:
and were about {twenty strong under an officer and out-

numb ering our party. Fire was opened on the patrol and a

scrappy kind of a fight took ﬁl&ca. The Tans and R.I.C. took

‘cover on the sides of the rosd and returned the fire. We

could not deal with them in this position and, after sbout
half an hﬂpr of desultory firing, we withdrew. We had no
casualtios and the enemy had none aifhar. This ambush was
not well planned and did not go off aﬁ well as wee expected.

The column remained around the area of the Srd and 4th
Battalions. We broke up into rarties of -twos and threes and
60 tactically placed as to be able to cbﬁe to one another's
assistance if necessary. There was no further big activity
until June, when the ambush at Turinugh took place. This
was an amhush of a cycle patrol and was carried out by the
South Longford Column, essisted by the local companied. T
was not at this affair, so I am not in e position %o give
detaila.- Our men ceptured a rifle from the enemy. One of
the patrol was wnunded,1as far ae I know. At the time this
ambush took place, I was attending a ﬁfigada council meeting

and so I migsed the event.
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Some time after this and also in June, Michael Ballesty
end I were coming down the rosd from Lagﬁn to Listreena.

We were stopped and engaged in a conversation with a man.

This man was in his own garden and we were spegking %o him
over the road hedge. ﬁe had been released from gaol snd we
were talking ebout his experience. He was not a member of the
I.R.A., hut'ihqi hed been brought in by the ensmy to try anl
force information from him. He had given them some informa-

tion, but not of much wvelue. On looking down the road

'l was surprised to see some twelve or fourteen R.I.C. or Tans

marching towerds us. They had dismounted from a lorry further
bacok at a bend in the road. The road was obstructed there by
a cutting made acroes it. We had cycles with us. We
immediately mounted our cycles and made off in the opposite

direction. As we did so, fire wes opened on us. We made our

way round a bend in the rosd and from there we fired s few
rounde at them from our revolver;.- being the only arme we
hed with ue at the time. We now made off sgain and made.
our escape through a graveyard. We dumped our cycles in
the graveyard and made across cnuntry; In getting awsy,
the enemy Bhatltha omall of my finger and also knocked the
hat of:'mw head. We had to jump down a greet height from
the graveyard and Ballesty sustained s hurt here which

af terwards came against him in the army.

After this, the British carried out a huge round-up

of the area in which the column were billeted. They had some
thousands of troops engaged .in this operation and surrounded
g big srea and thoroughlyPGQMbad it. e scattered in small
parties of twos and thréea and hid in thé ditches. F.kcNamara,
my brother and I were hiding in a ditch when we saw a party
of cavalry gpprnach;ng us. There was a local man also with
us who was elso en I.R.A. man. He said he would go out and

meet them., He did so and they inguired of him how they would
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:get to the road. He sald he would lead them fo the road

;and, in doing so, headed tﬁem away from usg. Evan$uallj,

the enemy puilad out from the area without getting even one

of the column.

Seamus Conway had come up t0 us from North Longford

f end was with us at Ballycorkey. There was nothing of any

great importence after this big round up until the Truce

f came into effect. The only activities were the blocking
. of roads, culb¥ing communications and intelligence work.

This was carried out by the local companies as well s by

the column. .

As the Truce came into effect our ammunition supply .
was very low - hardly 25 rounds per man.of the column, but,
otherwise, the fellows were fighting fit end anxious for
more fight. I consider that very little or ncthiné conld
be done until the winter when the days would be short and

the nights long. In the summer, the long hours of daylight

were in the enemy's favour. Should we have to start fighting

agein we certainly would have to get a supply of arms and -

emmuni tion.

There were no spies executed in this area. At least
90% of the people could be relied on. and were on our sids,

The Prntestanf element amongst the people did not take any

- active part except in a few instances where ﬁhair_numbars

were greater.

The Tans tried to burn the Sinn Fein Hall in Ardagh,
but although they set fire to it, they did not succeed.
Only portion of the floor was burned.

o

I was a'maMber of the I.R.B., having joined in 1920.
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We had a centre in Ardagh, of which I was head. The
menbership was small. and the only other members, I

think, were Tom Keena and Joseph Leawvy.

We. took the

oath of the organisation end paid a small eubecription -

I think it was a shilling per month. There were no

speciel activities in the centre.

I represented our

centre at the County Centre meetings which were

generally held in Longford.

wae of & routine nature.

Witness:

Signed:

Date:

Business at such meetings

géaﬁmo&-
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