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I Jolned the Irish Volumteers in the early part of the

year I917. My brother Sedn - now Mimister for iustine took

‘me into the Volunteers. I took no oath on joining and I

jwas not lssued with a membership card as far as I can remember.

Later when the Volunteers became thﬂ I.R.A. we tank an oath of

allegiance. As far as I can remember we p&id a small weekly

aubsariptinn towards expenses and the purchase of equipment etc.

| Membership at the time I joined was very small - ahﬂut twelve

' to twenty all told. My brothers Michael, Andy an& Sedn were

| members, alsc the Flaherty and Keenagh Brothers, ' the "Bun"

McDowell, Frank Davis, the "Bug“ Callaghan, Sedn Duffy, Seamus

Conway, Hugh Hourican and Sedn Sexton were amengst the mambars

that I can remember then. ~ There was very little drilling
or 1nstruction given then. Some of our mamhar{ had been in
the Volunteers before the Rebellion and had received a certain

amount of instruoction.

There was & Company org&niaaticn existing in the Parish,
a8t this time, and there were sections in other ﬁarta of the

rarish as well as in ours. Things were very quiet until the

Consceription Act was passed for Ireland in the English Parliament

Uur Strength want up by .leaps and bounds and very soon we were
a couple of hundred strong. When the eunscriptinn crisis was
over it soom reverted to practically the original strength.
During the McGuinness Elaetiou.we had a busy timﬂ. We had

a march to a meeting in Longford where we got a very hostile
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reception from the wives and families cf the men who were

i
serving in the B.A. |

. !
We had very little in the way of arms now. I know

we had one Service rifle and one .22 rifle. . By I9I8 our
gtrength had increased slightly. e had pa#adea and
training more often now - I think twice a we%k. We got
an instruetor from Dublin ﬁamed Fat Garrett,iwhu had served
in the B.A. and he gava us instruction on th? Service rifle
and bayonet fighting as well as in drill. ﬁa'ccncentrﬁted

on musketry inatruction and on P.T. We hed; wooden guns

for training with.

Dgring'the I918 Elections we were all ﬁcrking hard -
eonvaésing, guarding the polling booths andivoting ﬁoxas
and escorting the boxes to Longford for the final counting.
The R.I.C. also provided an escort. IMick Collins visited
the area on a couple of occasiﬂna. I reﬁe#ber on one

occasion he was in our forge with Sedn.

Previous to this a Battalion organisat%on had come
into being. The Companies comprising the Battalion were;
"Clonbroney™, "Columeille™, “Muliinaugnterw; "Killoe",

“ﬁdgewcrthstawn“ and separate sections in Stiaete—Ratﬁawen.
Sedn was 0/C of the Battalion. He had been previously
0/C Clonbroney Company which comprised Eall}nalae. |
Frank Davis was Quartermaster of the Battalicn. 'Hugh
Hourican wsas Ufc'clqnbrcney Company,- EEtEFinneEan-
Columeille Company, Larry Kiernan- Mulliﬁau?hter Company,
M. F. Reynolds - Killoe Company, CReeffe - Edge-
worthstown Company. Streete and Rathowen Eections were

commanded by James Killane and John Moors respectively.
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{ I think that it was when.cnllins.vigited our forge that we
became a Brigade in Longford. Reddington was Brigade 0/,
Sedn was Vice 0/C of the Brigade and alsoc 0/C of the Ist
Battalion. Mick Heslen in Longford was appoiﬁted Brigade

. Adjutant and Wed Cooney was Brigade Quartarmasﬁsr. T will
not portend to deal with the organisation further, as I was
not then in a position to know about it, and will leave it
to Sedm or others who are in a position to do ?o. During
1918 and I9I9 the I.R.A. took over the policeiyg of the
county. This entailed an enormous amount of ?ork. Arrestes
énd detentions had to be made, and arrangemsnté for trials
before Sinn Féin Courts,as well as seeiﬁg that the decrees

of the Courts were enforced-plus ordinary 1itigation cases,
i

. On the 6th January I920 an attack was made on Drumlish

R.I.C. barracks. This barrack was an ordinaﬁy two;stﬁried

detached building,which as far as I can remember had sand-

bagged windows. The garrison consisted of a Eergt, and
about four constables and a few British aoldiéfs, The
attackers were mostly a selected party from tQB Clonbroney
company and some from other units of the Battalion. We

had only ome rifle, the remainder being armed iwith shot guns,
Sedn had made a mine and this was a cart box fillaﬁ with
gelignite. With this 1t was intended to blow the gable

end out of the bullding. This mine had to bé dug in

under the foundation of the wall. Seamus Gcﬁway*& section,
assistsd by "Nap" Farrelly and Tom Quinn were]detailed to
cover off the upstairs windows on the gable end while the
mine was being dug in, I was in this party and we kept

1t under continuocus fire, each of us Tiring c;nsaeutively
50 that it was impossible for the members ot éhe garrison to

approach the windows to observe what was happéning.
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The mine failed to exzplode and our attempt tq capture the
barracks was a failure, We threw everythiné we could get
ciose at hand, such as stones, tin cans etc.?thrmugh the
window. The garrison fired for all they ws%e worth,
especially when we were withdrawing. Ve suffered no
casualties and had no losses - except the ammunition we
expended. Soon after this the R.I.C. evacu%ted the

barracks .

Thelnext event of importance was the aﬁt&ck on
Ballinamuck R.I.C. barracks. T helped in making the bombs
for this attack, but I was not brought té B@llinamuck and
therefore did not take any active part in the actua]
attack. I remember we plucked geese to geé their

feathers. The feathers were used to ensuré that the

bombs came down on their concussion head, i

Frevious to this it had been planned to capture
Mostrim R.I.C. barracks. This however, dic‘l not cohe off,
2s when we were assembled apd ready to move ' 'into our
attack positions, a squadron of the “Lanceré"'fram
Longford came into the area and we h&d to wiéhdraw and
disperse. No contact was made with the enémy that night.
One of our men accidently fired a: shot and fhis prevented
us from holding on and seeing what the “Lanéers" would do.

Ballymahon barracks was attacked early, in August
I920 but again I was not allowed to take pa$+ . The
Guard room of the top barracks in Longford had been raided
the previous night and a number of rifles and ammunition
secured, These were used at Ballymahon, w%ich took place
the following night. Ballymahon was a success-anﬂ an
additional number of rifles and arms and ammunition were
captured. I think that it was considered that.I.was too
young to take part in those operations. é o
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Previous to these events the R.I.C. had evacuated
a large number of barracks throughout the county and
concentrated the garrisons in larger centres. Cn cne
night early in the year - I cannot remsmhaﬁ the date, all
these ldle barracks were hurned. This Dpération_was a
country-wide one and it was the first inti@ation we had
that our organisation existed throughout the whole land.

Ballinalee barracks was one of the opes thét was burned.
P
In September I920 Arva R.I.C, barrack% was captured,
This increased our armament considerably. E'I was not at
this attack either, !
On the 3Ist October I920,D.I. Kelleher was shot in
Granard and on the following day Consteble Cooney was
shot a short distance from where I live nc@. Cooney
had been stationed in Ballinalee. His wife was still
living in Ballinalee and he was seouting aﬁ& spying for
the R.I.C. As a result of these shoctings it was
feared that reprisals would be taken against Granard
and Eallinalee and Sedn made arrangements to nmeet such
8 situation. I will deal only with Ballinalea in which
I was engaged. ‘

My section under Seamus Conway and comprising Early,
Jedn Sexton, Frank F&rfell were in Rose Cottage, which had
been evacuated by its owners, fearing reprisals. We
were joined here by Sedn, who was in ehargé of the whole
operation. There was another rarty of abéut Seven to
ten men under Hugh Hourican at the church on the south
side of the village. The “Bugﬂ*callaghanfwas in charge
of another small party on the nérth s8ide in Earlys’,

Frank Davis was in this party. .Seﬁn Dufff was on the
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Granard road with another party and M.F. Reynolds held
& pesition on the Longford side with a big party. He
would have to deal with any reinforcements coming from

Longford which was the main military centre. . The idea
in !

was,I think, to let/the enemy, if they came into the

village and then tn-holﬂ them thsré, as they would be cut
off on all sides. This plan would alsc allow three of
the other parties to come to our assistance ié the village,
We were all armed with rifles and one nuﬂﬂredirounds of
003, We expected the enemy to come from Gra?arﬂ and

to halt on the hill in the centre of the village.

The local Catholic Curate came to us apnd T thiﬁk tried to
influence Sedn to have us withdrawn. Father ﬁunford wag
his name. He failed in this and he then gave}us a
genaral'hhsolutian. It was a very dark and misty

night and visibility was very poor - about twe#tg yards

in the open.

I was making tea when Sedn and Conway came into the
cottage. I went out with a cup of tea to the éentry.-
Frank Farrell ,who was outside. The rest were ail inside,
Inmediately I got outside I heard the Sound of a lorry
approaching. I ran in and told Sedn that the énemy were
coming.” He ran out and told Farrell to report}to Davis
and Callaghan. The lorries came in from the Gﬂanard
direction,and contrary to our expectations turn;d nﬂfth

towards Ballinamuck and were on Farrell's heels as he got

Sédn took us to the back of the cottage. He stood
at the gable end counting the lorries as they passed.
I had left a shot gun in the cottage and Sedn told me

to go in and get it. I had to sit on the steps:of the
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cottage while the lorries passed by. I cou;ta& eleven
lerries while I'was there ,and at least three had

passed before I went in and some passed whil% I was inside.
When the last one had rassed I rejuinéd Eeﬁq and the rest.
We then got out on to the road in the centre of the
%illage. This was only a matter of a few minutes.

Sedn Sexton and I were standing on the large stones at
the bottom of the wall and at the corner ani awaited

Sedn to give us instructions. Just then a% Auxie fi}ad
across the street at us, the bullet passingibétween
Sexton and I and rebounding off fhe wall ba%ween us.

Sedn and Conway fired at him with their reqélvers‘ Tﬁey
cut the gun out of his hand. We found the;gun on the
street afterwards with portlon of the fleshiof his

hand adhering to it. i

Sedn called on the enemy to surrender, shouting
®3urrender tc the I.R.A."N, The response wés a shot
fired back at us. Sedn then told us to f;&e. We lay
down on the ground,on the crest of the hillgand opened
fire on them. They replied with rapid fir? from their
rifles and after a brief period got their ﬁ%chine guns
into action also. It was Lewis and Ebt@hﬁiss guns they
were using. Their fire was hitting the gﬁound a short
distance in front of us, the gravel kicked;up by their
bullets hitting us in the face. Their rire{was also
passing over our heads, We seemed to be ﬁetween the

cones of two fires. Sedn,as fer as I can lremember, did

not lie down. I remember him walking ugp alnd down behind

us, encouraging us end calling on the enemﬁ to surrender,
After about an hour of this Sedn sent Earlf, whose rifle
saem&d to be giving trouble,to Houricars: position at the
Church ,to get him down,with his rarty,to hélp us}aa our
ammunition was now getting low. The i&ﬂ,&& were beginning

to surround us by now. We could fefl them in +he -
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plantation at the back of Rose Cottage. Sedn sent Sexton
and I down the Longford road to outflank them and% hold them
cn this side. We had only about fifteen roundé left at this
time. He told ﬁé not to use up all our ammuntion but to hold
some and fhat when we were returning back to whistle "Come
baclk to Erin®. By this he would know it was us; Wehgot

into position and as soon as we opened fire we could hear the
enemy running out of the plantation. We were jést in time

to stop them enveloping us. We fired until we éaﬁ only
three or so rounds left. We dhanged our positi@n gach time

|
we Tired to mislead the ernemy into thinking there was a much

bigger force there and this seemed to have workaq.

When we got back to the road again we were ﬂot sure
whether Sedn and Conway end his party were dead ér caﬁtured,'
or if they were still holding the hill at the créssnroads.

We crossed over the road and made for a point inithe village
south of the ecross-roads. e got out on to the street at

a point about fifty yards from the crnss—roadﬂlaﬁd halfway.
be tween Farrel}s' and his, Sedn's position and T whistled my
tune . To my giaat delight he replied. He and Conway were
still holding the hill. We rejoined them in quick time.
Houricen and his party had not come up.

1
1

The enemy were now pulling out as we got back to Sedn -
the last lorry was actually moving off in the diﬁecticn of
Ballinamuck. Davis and his party had been overrun at Earlys!
immediately the-enamy éana into the wvillage, anﬂ;did not zet
into action at all. TWhen I got to Sedn he imms&iately'sent
e to report to my mother that we were all alive %nd well,
and that no one was injured. I did this. On ﬁy way to my
ﬁntber$,I met Callaghan and Davis &nd party, besiﬂe my own
house. They were on a hill. It was getting on for daylight

now and I could see them plainly although they could not see
i

me. It was a typical case of silhouetting. I :attracted them
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and told them we were all alive and then delivered Sedn's
message to my mother. I d4id not return té the village'
until later in the day. The other parties all
returned to the village. In the early part of the fight
Conway threw a grenade from our position. He stood up
to throw it. He forgot there was a tree over our
heads. The grenade struck & branch of the tree and
almost landed in our position, exploding and nearly
doing for ourselves. ' Luekily none of us were caught
by the splinters. It expleded about ten yards in

front of us, the splinters passing aver aur heads.
| -
Early did not deliver Sedn's message to Hourlecan.

I understand he got to Hourican and told hﬁm that Davis
and Callaghan and that party had been wipaq out - all had
been killed. ZEarly and Gormley and another man named
Keenagh handed in their rifles that mcrniné and left

for Scotland that night. Hourican was cou&tmartialleﬂ
for failing to carry out his orders, but had Barly's
message as a defence, Those three men subsaquantly
returned to Ballinalee after 'Bloody Sunday| and with the
exception of Early proved themelves ti:: be gnod men.,  There
was I understand ,20 amount of 'loot' from Granard (which
the enemy had burned previous to nqming to ?allinalee]
Picked up on the street that morning when it became

daylight. I did not see any of it however:.

After this Ballinalee was occupled by us physically
for about a month. We took over houses and the Post
Cffice in the village. Sedn set up his headguarters in
the Post Office. K1l roads leading into the village
were strongly held. Men who were on the "fun" were whole
time on service,and these were augmented by #biunteers
from the Battalion who came in and tcok their turn of

duty, taking over the rifles and ammunition from the
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regulaf'man. Cne day a party of military came into the

\ village to take over Constable Cooney's beluﬁgings and to
1

l

l

take Mrs. Cooney away. Sedn I unders tand sent a message

to them that as long as they acted peacefully they were at
liberty to transact their business and to depart in peace.

| They put out sentries, and we did likewise, but nothing

| untoward happened. They took away Mrs. Cconey and her

| furniture apd effects and departed, It was,I understand,

known beforehand that they were coming and we had
. instructions that unless Black and Tans arriva? Wwe were

| to do no shooting, or if the military started Faiding or
'~ looting. '

. |

] It can be sald that the North Longford column or Active
|

| Service Unit came into official existence. at thgs time,

Eaﬁn.was in charge of the column. ﬁm@ngst theimﬂmharﬂ
| I ean bring to mind at the moment wefe, Ganway,zna#is,
| Sexton, Callaghan, McDowell, Cooke, Brady, Gerrqghty,
, \Eht Finnegan, Jim Sheeran, M.F. Reynolds, Jack Hhore, from

lStreete, Sedn Dui“;f , i{’ap arrelly, Tom Reilly, Sogriey ¢ M""..--

lacTodin, Larry Kiera£1 chael Mulligan and mysélf. Others
A |

joined the column at later periods. f

:|
After a lengthy period in Ballinalee the coipmn

Fulleﬂ out and proceeded to Ardagullion on the Granard -~

?dgeworthstcwn roads The Tans were using this road via

Edgeworthstown to Granard and bye-passing Ballinalee, which

was on the direct route. I was not at ﬂrﬂagulliqn but I

know that nothing happened there.

I was at home in
E&llinﬂlee-

It was the 6th December I920 and I was
cutting timber beside our forge when I heard lorries coming.

My brother Andy was with me at the time. We lay dewn
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behind a ditch in the plantation. Each lorry as 1t

passed opened fire on the plantation. There was no one

there except ourselves. When they had passed by I

proceeded home to my place = Andy going to his plaée. The

plantation goes to my mother's house. As I was about to

step out on to the road and into the garden I saw my
) |
brother Michael on the road on his knees and surrounded by

Tans with their rifles pointed at him. T could hear them

asking him where was the gun that shot Constable Cocney.

Hy mother.was on her knmees also. She was praying for

Michael., I had to lie low for a while. I tﬁan crept back

through the plantation. I could hear Michasl 'telling them
he would bring them to where the gun was, = He afterwards

told me it was his intention to go in the lorr&-with them

and drive them to the ambush position at Lrﬂag%lliun

where he knew the column was and take his chance of being
|

shote I crept back through the plantation end made for

Andy's house, As I was crossing the road, to my surprise

I saw Michael coming towards me - running. He told me that

the Tans had released him and sent him for the éun thet
shot Cocney. He came over the ditch with me. i

Wb_immﬂdiatelr'sant a message to Sedn at Ardagullion.

The Tans took over Farrell's shop and converted it into a

barracks. The column nuw-pullad out of Lrﬂaguliion and

lproéeadaﬂ to Drumeel, putting up at James Kieran's place.

]I joined the column there and was 1ssued with a iifla and

I&mmunitinn.

|

Sedn released some of the column to have a

rest for a while as they had a very strenuous time at

frdgulliun, the weather being very unfavuurablg.: He divided

Fha column into sections and prepared to attack farrells'

)

that night.

I was put under Conway and had Hap-Farrellr,

rry Kieran and Sedn Sexton as comrades., The pian was to
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blow the gable end out with a mine and captura the house,
My sacticn proceeded to the school=house on ;he Granard
road, that is the old school-house now. When the mine went
off we were to get on to the road and to shoot our way into
the village, and by bayoneting and shooting to take the hill
in the centre of the village at all costs. We were lying
outside the o0ld school-house for about four h?urs. It was
a cold frosty night. Conway and the others #ha had been
at Ardagullion were very tired and I had an awkward job
trying to keep them awake, particularly "Nap" Parrelly.
A faﬁ times he did get "snoring™ on me and T am éure he
could be heard a considerable distance away.'l I had
wheaten bread with me and I gave them some of thia to chew
and this helped to keep them awake and seemed tu put

|
strength into them, ’

Eventually the mine went up. We Jjumped out on to the
road 19?eﬂiatalr, Conway leading. We immediately opened
rira tnp clear the road. It was not very dark - being a
frosty night. There was no reply to our fire{ We charged
into the village and secured the hill at the eross-roads
without any resistance and opened fire on Farreils'.rrnm
there. The garrison replied to our fire. Cur ﬁig Job
was to- prevent any help coming to the g&rrianﬁ_frcm the

i Longford-Granard or Ballinamuck areas. The other sections

| of the column were in action from other points. We called

the enemy some lovely names and they replied in equally
bad 1anguage, shouting up "Kilmallock™ and the names of

| other places they had burned.

The enemy sent up numerous Verey lights of all colours,
some uf them illuminating the country-si&e around for a

Fonsiﬁar&bla distance., Eventually Sedn signalle& the

"Cease fire" on a whistle, and we withdrew. T understand

that three of the Bnﬂmr ware killed and some wounded. We
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had no casualties. I was supposed to have beem killed
in this action and as I went on the "run® from that time
onward, and the neighbours not kncwiﬁg tﬁis; they
believed that I was killed. I.

The column now moved out to Aughagreagh a few miles

outside Ballinalee and billeted in houses there. The

following night the Tans burmed our forge and it was also op

that day they burned Herratys', Hannigans', Brackens',
McGraths', Sedn Duffys' and Sedn Connolly's ?athers place.
Farrell's shop was no longer tenable, so ﬁhe%Tﬂna

evacuated it and took over the schoolhouse as a barracks.

They also took over Father Muntford's house, which was

¢lose by. Several times we came iﬁtn the village to see

if we could get a patrol of the Tans, but co@ld not

contact any. On several occasions also we fireﬂ a few

shots at the school~bousse qut to harass ﬁhem:and keep
them in barracks, One nigﬁt we succeeded 1n!ahouting
their searchlight out of action. They usually opened
up and fired for protracted periods with avar}thing they

had, using up an enormous amount of ammunitiﬂﬁ.

In January, I92I the column was billeted 'in Auggreah

in Cahills' and Billy Kelly's houses. (Callaghan was im

charge here. Sedn had stayed on in Ball;naleé to

observe the enemy movements. Jim Sheeran and' M. Gormley

were with him. About 4 p.m. in the evening I was just

. -k
golng into Kellys' when I heard shooting and voices. I

recognised Sedn!s volce. I grabbed my rifle and made

for Martin's cottage hccampanied by the ™Bun™ McDowell.
I knew that Sedn was in Martin's cottage at this tige.
It is a very considerable distance across country. We

ran the whole way without speaking. When we got to the
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garden of the nottage Ssomeone fired a dhot and shguted

“Halt". It was my younger brother Peter and my sister

ﬁathléen that the Tans had halted. They sgreamsd.

Peter was then a mere boy. I could see a Tan's cap

appaaring'over the hedge. The Tan challenéedlrﬁtar to

know where "McKeon" had gone ta. He apparently thought

Peter was one of the Martins. This gave ms{all the

information that I wanted at the moment. Iiknew then

they had not got Sedn. We could not fire, as we were

afraid we would hit the ehildren. The Tansinow fired

1 another shot and used very foul language to my mother and

| the Miss Martins who had come back to the cottage. He

put all of them under arrest, but Peter and Kathleen
| .

] escaped while he was dealing with my mother apnd the other

| women. I knew that Sedn would have made back to the

column and that he would ambush them as they came
| .

away
] from the cottage.

I was afraid that my mother and the

|  others would be shot as he or the column did nbt‘knﬂw that
AL 8 Wi .

they had been arrested. ' which

I ran back to

l was Headquarters of the column. Sedn had arrived there

and was gone with a party to ambush the Tans as I expected.
| I had to pursue him again and I caught up with him

as they
| Were getting into the ambush poaition,

As a result of my
.| information he had to pull out and let them go with their

| Priscners or else run the horrible risk of shooting the

| women . It was then dark. I cannot say how many of the

| Tans were in it at this time., They took the .women

npriaonars into Ballinalee. Tha}-rela&sed my mother next

]mnrning but kept the Miss Martins for a month or. 804 They
|aubsequantly burned Martin's cottage and our haggard, bdbut

ﬁid not burn our house. I think the idea in leaving the

?nuse intact was to use it as a trap to cateh us.- However,

it never worked.
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That night we went to Martin's cottage. _Thera was a
pool of blood where the D.I. had been shot and a hole where the
hand grenade had ezploﬁeé. We removed the clothes and
provisions we had in Martins'. We fired a few %hots across at
the schoolhouse and jeered at the Tans to annoy them. They
ﬁant up several Verey lights. Evidently they tﬁeught they
were. going to be attacked again. After this the column

moved to the Columeille aresa,

I now became 111 and was sent away from the cnlumn to

rest and recuperate, and a8 a result I miaseﬂ ths ambush at
Clonfin. I was staying in James Dorris's of Aughakieran,
Aughnacliff when I heard the'expluéicn of the ﬁing at Clonfin.
é Jumped up immediately and made for the directiuﬁ of the
prlusion which was about six miles away., I mst?tha column
it Greer Pettits of Ballinlough, Bunleathy. At this time
they had shaken off the enemy, who had pursued tnem. I

was delighted to see them again and to 1earn.thatfthar& were
no casualties, also that they had captured an amudnt of arms
an& ammunition, including & Lewis gun. I rejoined the
column then and proceeded with them to the COlumailla area and.
bllleted there. A few days afterwards the enemy éurroundaﬂ
the area with some thousands of men and thorcughly cnmbed:m
for us. Seven or eight of us got through their 1in¢s and
cqossad Ludgh Gowna in a boat into the County Cavaﬂ where we

I
Btfyad for a day or so and then came back again to the

Columeille area. The column now moved to Grott Smaar which

waa & mountainous distriet. |

i  About this time Sedn was arrested at Mullingariwhan
returning by train from Dublin. Callaghan now took charge of
thﬁ ¢olumn. Sedn's arrést was a big blaﬁ to the morale of the
column.  The men got disheartened and for a short whila the

column became inactive. Mulligan and Geraghty I think want
: . !



4)

~I5=
to Dublin to see Collins and returned with a seﬁled order

1
from Collins appointing Conway to take charga of the columm,

®Nap" Farrelly was appointed Adjutant-apnd I was appointed

-
1
[

Quariermaater.

In fhe meantime Sedn Connolly who was 1m_Léitrim and

was to returm to us to take over the eolumm was killed by

the enemy, he and his eolumn being &nnihilated.i This was
another severe Blow to our morale.

Cur column got going again now and tried to do something.
We went into Arva on three occasions and sniped Fhe.Tans'
Barracks. On the Ist May the columm moved to Fyhora and
billeted in two houses, ome of which was Reillys. I was in
Reillys. I awakened early {(we had got to bed about 3 or

4 a.m.) and looked out an upstairs window. I saw two girls

Falcnging to the house on the straet outside gatting

firewood nnd started talking to them. We. wara having some
"|a¢k chat®,at which they proved best. T turned rnund to
call the "Bun" Menowull who had a good "glip® hnngua to come
Lu my aasistance. As I pulled back from the windnw I could
iae over & cow byre anﬂ to my amazement saw two Tams w&lking
aeross the fleld tﬁnarﬂs the house. T shouted at the

lads "Here are the Tans™. They thought I was joking at
first. I grabbed my rifle and pulled on my bnntﬁ, the others
prlling om their clothes also.. The Tans (two) were now in
the street im front of the house, The woman of tﬁa house
shouted to us "For the few minutes you are hare,'héra are
tge Tans™, |

| L

The “Bun" McDowell, Pat Cooke and T shot the two Tans
from the window. No ‘more appeared and there was no return
fire. We rushed out of the house and took cover behind a
dtih until we saw that there were no more of them ;round.-

We\then returned and toock the dead Tans® revolvers. They
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were not carrying riflas; The rest of the col@mn joined us
now and then all moved to Tom Kieran's and other houses around
Crott. Thet incident finished any hope of bringing off an
ambush that day. It appears the Tans had cqpa'tu Reilly's

to arrest a lad named Kierap who was'étaring there and little
did they realise they were walking into a cqlumﬂ. The Tans

came out that evening and burned Reilly's house.

Before this affair two of our lads had miﬂh%haved
themselves in Carrigallen - committimg a small r?bbery. They
were dealt with in a discliplinary memner. We were at this

time et McKeown's of "Molly"' Aughnaclif. At tha same %majﬂr‘
a consignment of ammunitiun had come from_Dublin Ao ghreﬁ fl.eaeu:E’.‘l
and was being glven out to be cleaned by the 1adq. Davis

who was still acting as Quartermaster 3potte§ a.ﬁifla'

standing against a wall. He told Keenagh to aaé was it
loaded. [Keemagh took the rifle anﬁ started to unload it by
Fhe bolt action. ‘Davis called out to him "Do yoﬁ want to
shoot some one, take out the magazine™. Kéénagh%ulosed the
#nlt and on trying to remove the magaiine pressa&'tha
trigger instead of the mﬂgﬂzinﬂ catch and fired a 'round.
Gormlay fell wounded im the knee. L!Hap“ Farrellg dressed
ﬁim and we got Doctor Keenagh from Ballimalee to attend him.

%he Doctor sald he would have to be got to hospital somehow. .
It was not for a couple of days that we succeeded in getting
h%m to a hospital in Dublin. By this time gangrene had set

i? gnﬂ poor Gbrmlay's_leg had to be amputated. ; *
|

near Rathowen to ambush a patrol of Tems. It was learned

After Fyhora the column moved to the area of Clonwhelan

that the Tans in Rathowen had not been paid for six weeka
anﬁ that they were going into Edgeworthstown to draw thelir
mo%ey. The column billeted at Dick White's of Glanwhélan.

] .
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.White was a local Commandant in the I.R.A. @hite's house

was in the fields ?ell off the road and épproﬁchad'by an
avenue. At about II a.m. in the morning after our arrival,
about twelve Tans were noticed coming in the direction

of the house, They were then a considerable ﬁiatance away.
Conway immediately started to place the members of the

column in a position to deal with them. EalIQghag.and some
others suggested that we should not attack them unless

they came into the house but wait until the following day
when we could get them with the money on tham,ﬁhich we badly
needed at the time. A discussion on this proﬁasition took
place and a vote was taken as to whether they aﬁaulﬂ be let !
80 or not provided they did not try to enter th; house.

The proposal to let them g0 was carried by one vnte. The
Tans came up to the door,and Dick White, the uwner, went

out and talked to them. Maanwhile we had them well
covered from the windows, There were about twe&ve or

fourteen of them there and the column was about twenty-five

in the house. They were a sitting target for ué. White
lhaﬂ 4 revolver on him and had arranged that if the Tans
were going to enter the house he would fire at them and

]then dive indoors.

% The Tans had only come to check up on White about some
?ogs and departed Peacefully, Little did fhay realise that
ﬁhile they were there, each man &aa covered by at . laast one

qr two rifles ready to fire ana that th&y were ao- close to
de&th. ' ' '

on the Rathowen side ef Edgeworthstown. The local I.R.A. men

| The next mnrning we took up positions for the ambush

had arranged to block the road on the Mullingar side of |
Rdthuwen to prevent any reinforcements coming from that alde
to| the Tans. Ehey-nad & large tree,ready for falling, across

the road., fThis was rartly sawed through during the Previous
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night. Unfortunately this tree fell during the night or
early morning, blocking the road,and instead ofathe Tans
proceeding to Edgeworthstown they went ocut on the other sids

~of Rathowen to clear the obstruction ahd none came our way.

The Tesult was that we neither got the Tans or the money -
much to the disgust of us all but partiecularly c'jgnagnan
and his pals who had voted the previous day to 1:at. them go.

By thlis time,Fred Aherne ,who was from the cavan area ,and
F;EE; Flaherty had become members of the column. We now
moved back again to the Columcille area. We cnqld'not
reﬁain_aroun& Clonwhelan as we d1d not know the Qanplﬂ there
and therefore could not rely on them. Some shu%t time
before the Truce the whole columm moved to White's of

Clonwhelan again,and on the evening we arriﬁsﬂ tﬁ%re we moved
on again to the village of Streete. We were going to
ambush a "curfew® patrol of Tans that used to come from
Rathowen to Streete., The patrol came out somewhat earlier
Lhan usual this night and only some. of the column-had‘gnt
intn position when 1t arrived. Jack Moore was in charge of
this particular party. He had to open fire harura the
remainder could get in. The columm had to cross tha road to
get into ﬁnsition but before we could do so the pq;rul arrived,
Ehm Tans were wounded, the remainder took cover in the houses
and returned the fire. We could not hope to deal%witn them
1?.that position amd even if we tried we would endénger the

lives of the people in the houses, so we had to withﬂraw.
We had no casualties.

We returned after this to Aughnaclif agaim and a few days

after the Truce came into force. The column mow disbanded
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and we all made for home taking our arms with us. We were
all glad to be back home and to get a decent rést and regular
food. We were after golng through a rough time and were

An pretty bad form, feeling tired but still game to carry on

‘the fight 1f neceessary. We still ha# about one hundred
rounds of .303 each. It had become increasingly hard, if

not impossible at this stage to make a capture from the enemy.
From the time Sedn was arrested we did not Beemitn have fhe
same "luck™ in our operations and the enemies mﬁr&lg had

gone up. They had become increasingly bcld now, and were

rutting the pressure on vury'aeveialr since they had got
Sedn behind the"bars®

‘ - g
signed;.i«#@écm-

Date; dz Iﬂ" Qc/ {%2'

Witness;
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