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Q?\\ STATEMENT BY TADHG CROWLEY

Ballylanders, County Limerick.

In 191]1 a man named Willie Fraher was home from
Manchester. He was a native of Ballylanders, and he was
very enthusiastic about Sinn Pein at the time. He told me
that we would never get anything from England except we
fought for it, and I was very much impressed by what he had
stated, although not enthusiastic about his point of view.

Subsequently when the Volunteers were started in 1913
I begam& enthusiastic about the Volunteer movement, and we
decided to hold a meeting about December of that year. We
arranged a meeting after Mass in Ballylanders on a Sunday
morning. We got out a wagonette from Jack Clery's to form
the platform, and Willie Manahan, who was the creanmery
manager in Ardpatrick, was the only speaker that we had.
He addressed the meeting and told the people to Join up this
new movement. Ned Ryan was there, and Manahan's brother Jack
was there, and we started the movement, The following week

we had drill in the National School yard.

Each week afterwards we used hold meetings in the
school yard, and were usually drilled by ex-soldleras of the
British Army. I recognised that these ex-soldiers who were
drilling the Volunteers were not specially expert in military
training, but, having been members of the Britiegh Army they
had an idea how to handle men, I recognised early on that
it would be far better if we had somebody who was in the
Volunteers and took an interest in trying to drill and train
men. On one occasion when we were out on a route march from
the village I came to the conclusion that the earlier that

some of our own people would take command the better. The
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particular ex-soldier we had was John O'Brien, and he said,
when we were on the route march, "fhen I say 'Halt' you all
stand up of a suddint®. I said then that it was time to

get rid of those. I stepped in myself and got an instruction

book and took charge of the Volunteers from that onwards.

Some time about the end of June, 1914, Roger Casement
wag billed to review the Galtee Brigade at Mitchelstown,
County Cork, about nine miles from Ballylanders, but he did
not attend, Colonel Maurice Moore and J.J, Walsh, as well
ag others whom I cannot remember, were there and they
addressed the Volunteers. I would imagine that there were
about five hundred men there on that day. The Mitchelatown,
Anglegboro, Galbally, Ballylanders and Dungrud Companies,
and a Company from Knockanevin, as well as some others
attended. The whole sguare in Mitchelstown wae lined with
Volunteers. I did not have an opportunity of listening to
the speeches made by Colonel Moore and J,J. Walsh, as we were
all lined up around the square. From Ballylanders on that
occasion there were sbout ninety Volunteers, and we were led
to Mitchelstown by Michael Condon of Ballylanders on
horaseback. Condon was then a member of the Limerick County

Council.

Some time after the declaration of war between England
and Germany, & Company of British soldiers established a
camp at Ballylanders, within about 75 yards of the village,
in Walsh's field. They were a cycling Company, comprised I
would eay of about 25 to 30 cyclists. They were in that
field for about teﬁ days when they got swamped out at night
in very bad weather. They then commandeered a hall in the
village. This hall was owned by Denis O0'Grady of
Ballylanders, but the committee had rented it from him, and
all National functions used to be held there. We, the

comnittee in charge, had put down a new floor and built a
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supper room. Mr. O'Grady was informed by the Captain of the
Eritish Company that they were commandeering the hall, and
we were very concerned about the commandeering. We notified
the Captain that the floor and supper room were our property,
and that we would not agree to have the hall commandeered.

He said, "It is now Government property".

I think it was the following day that the soldiers came
along and began to prepare the hall for occupation. They
were working on it for some time, and then they left. Some
members of the committee, including myself, went in and
started taking up the flooring boardsd. While in the act of
doing so, the Captain of the military came along and asked us
what we were doing, 8o we said we were taking our Own
property. He sald, "This is Government property since this
morning™. I told him that we would hold a meeting of our
comnittee to see what was to be done and that we would give

him word that evening.

We duly held a meeting of the committee, at which
Michael Hannafin, Tom Murphy and several other members of
the commrittee agreed that we should not give permission to

have the place taken over.

Tom Murphy and myself were directed as a deputation to
g0 to the camp and interview the militarylcaptain. We
told the sentry who was at a gate of the field near the road
that we wanted to see the captainE that we had informed the
captain earlier in the day that we would give him the
committee®s decision that night. The sentry permitted us
to enter, We met the Sergeant Major near the camp, who said
that the Captein had gone to bed, and he kicked up an awful
furore and asked who let us in. We said the sentry, 8o he
called the sentry and told him to get us to leave the field

at the double and to put the bayonet at our back. We
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refused to double, but marched out guletly and returned to the

village. When we woke up the following morning the military
had disappeared.

In August 1914, or probably July 1914, before the start
of the first world war, a camp was formed outslde
carrigogunnell, near Clarina, about six miles from Limerick.
The man in charge there was Lieutenant Holland, an
ex-Lieutenant of the British Army. People attended that
camp from different parts of the country, including Dr. Ned
Dundon of County Carlow, who formerly resided in Clerina,
County Limerick. Some of the Volunteers on that occasion,
including myself, wore uniform, and the first shot I fired
out of a Service rifle was at Carrigogunnell at a range of
about 250 yards.

After returning home from Carrigogunnell Camp I had
some ammunition and a couple of Service rifles. On a Sunday
we proceeded to Galbally and went up to & range near the
Garnalina River, put up a target there, and for the first
time the Volunteers of the district understood what a Service
rifle was. We gave each man who fired, including those
from the Ballylanders, Dungrud and Galbally Companies, three
shots aplece. Wle were too far away from the target to check
whether those who fired hit the target or not. While this
was going on, two R.I.C. men from Galbally approached
within about 100 yards. They did not interfere with us.
After each man firing his course, we marched home to our
Company areas. On the way, the Ballylanders Company were
passing a locel priest, who, seeing me in uniform, understood
that we were up againet the government. He did not like it.

I do not wish to mention his name,

About September, 1914, the Volunteer split occurred,

and the Volunteers had to decide whether they would side
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with Eoln MacNeill or with John Redmond. Most of the
Ballylanders Company, of which I was Captaln, took the
Redmondite side, but I with a strong minority followed
MacNeill.

We carried on our usual drilling in the school yard,
and soon afterwards a parade was held at Elton, Knocklong,
County Limerick, where a competition took place between the
various Companies. Galbally, Ballylanders, Hospital,
Kilteely and Kilmallock were competing for a prize for the
best-drilled section, and also for a prize for the best
Company Captain. I had just about 26 men in my Company.
While we were on the way to Elton, many people fell into the
parade with the Company because they thought we were
Redmondite, which was not so. We competed, and Captain
Holland of Limerick was the officer in charge of the
competition, The Ballylanders Company went into the ring,
and { made a mistake in giving an order. I gave an order
in moving my Company into two sections which was
misinterpreted by one group of the Volunteers. Finally I
halted them, marched each man back to his place and then gave
the order again and everything was done correctly. I was
the only non-British Army man who was in charge of any

gsection in the competition.

Ballylanders Company got first prize and were presented
with a cup. Captain Holland then to0ld me that as far as
a prize for section commanders or company commanders was
concerned, if that competition wes to be held I would be sure
to get the prize. He asked me did I think it would be wise
to hold it, and I told him I thought it would not, as I felt
that the ex-British Army men in charge of each of the other
Companies might feel aggrieved if a recruit who had never

received any military training pulled off the prize.
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Mitchelstown Compeny was at that time part of what was
called the Galtee Battalion, and they sent an instructor to
Ballylanders occasionally when parades would be on. The
instructor they sent was an ex-Irish Guardsman, or probably
he was on the Reserve, because he was subseguently called up
for service in the Great War. He attended at a parade in
Ballylanders when the Rev. Father Coyle, who was a great
Irigshman and very enthusiastic about the Volunteers, was
there at a Corpus Christi procession. The local Company
waa mobilised and a Guard of Honour arranged for the Blessed
gacrament in the church on the day that the pishop attended.
Father Coyle stated on that occasion that he believed that
all those present who were connected with the Volunteers as
instructors and who were being called up for service would
come back safely. To my knowledge, not one of those who
were present on that occasion and subseguently served in the

gGreat War lost his life.

The 3altee Battalion got an order to attend a parade
in Limerick of Irish Volunteers at Whitsun, 1915.
Ballylanders Company, Galbally, Dungrud, Mitchelstown
Companies and probably some others, Joined a train at Emly
station and proceeded to Limerick. Mitchelstown Company
at that time had about 12 or 14 new Lee Enfield rifles. in
Ballylanders Company we had only two, Having arrived in
Limerick, the parade formed up and we went through Irishtown
and were violently attacked by people in ihat part of the
town. We were most unpopular, because many of the people
who resented our marching through the city were relatives of
men who had joined or taken up their places with their units
in the British Army, and many, of course, were in receipt of

separation allowances.

I remember on that occasion seeing Padralg Pearse with

the Dublin Battalion that attended. Practically all the
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men from Dublin were armed, and we thought we were very

unfortunate that we could not be armed in the same way.

Eventually, when proceeding home in the evening, we met
with a very hostile reception at Limerick railway station.
People, whose friends were in the British Army, came along in
a very hostile mood and shots were fired. Captain Monteith
was in charge of the Limerick City Brigade on that occasion,
end he made sure that everybody got clear. Several fracas
took place. Men who had nothing else to fire at the
Volunteers but the pipes that they had in their mouths fired
them. Bottles were thrown, glasses were brought out of
public-houses and fired at the Volunteers. Eventually
everybody got clear and the trains returned to their
destinations with the contingente who had travelled on that

dﬂ.a".

About August (21st August) 1915, arrangements were
made by headguarters of the Volunteers to have a military
training camp at Galbally, County Limerick. Tents were
gpupplied by Volunteer headquarters, and Colonel O'Connell was
put in charge of the camp by headquarters. We remained in
Galbally for a couple of days and then marched from there to
Kilfinane, County Limerick. We camped in the flelds quite
near the town. I was appointed for duty as esentry for iwo
hours on that night, and the opinion in the camp was that,
the people of the town being hostile, we might be attacked,
go another sentry and myself marched up and down seeing the
moonlight glinting on our fixed bayonets, and nothing

untoward occurred.

The following morning we decided to leave and we marched
to Ballylanders and pitched our tents ocutside the town. We
got a great reception from the Ballylanders Cumann na mBan,

and pregents were showered on us.
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I do not recollect very, clearly all of the people who
attended it, but Michael Kilroy of Mayo had cycled all the
way from Mayo to the camp. He was subsequently Fianna
Fail T.D. for Mayo, and after that he was appointed on the
Hosplitals Commission. Frank Fahy, the present Ceann
Comhairle of Dail Eireann was algo there, and O'Connell, a
teacher at Caherciveen, as well as Seédn Hurley of Athlone,
who sang "The Soldiers Song" the first time that it was ever
heard in this district. J.d. ?urke of Dublin was Camp Q.M.
Dick Davis of Dublin was also there. He was a very popular

man with all the members of the camp,

On Sunday all the camp members were to march to Galbally,
which was Jjuast three milee distant. I was unfortunate to
be appointed Camp Orderly for the day. Frank Fahy, seeling
that I was upset about it, said that he would let me go to
Galbally and that he would act as Camp Orderly instead.

After returning from Galbally we proceeded to Quane's
field in Anglesboro' - that would be between Mitchelstown
and Ballylanders - and there the local Branches of Cumann na

mBan came along and made a spread for all the troops.

Every day during this period we had manceuvres, apd
0'Connell, the Commandant, being a very hard-working man and
having great ﬁilitary experience, took us through our paces
in great style.

géamus Brennan of Tullamore provided the music for us
during this periocd. He had a pair of bagpipes, with which
he made our journeys from point to point very easy by his

accompaniment,
I must say we had a very pleasant time indeed.

There is one person I think I should have mentioned,

that is Peadar Brackemn. I think he was employed by
D.E. Williams & Co. of Tullamore.
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We had a very pleasant time. We learned many useful
hints in military training, and I think on the whole at that
early stage it was a wonderful ides. We were very grateful
to headquarters, and I am sure that all the officers who took
part in the camp at that time gave a good account of

themselves afterwards.

I think I should have previously mentioned that Captaln
Robert Monteith, who was sent down from headquarters to take
charge of the Limerick City Battalion, used to come from
Limerick to Ballylanders to train an officers' class
coneisting of men from Mitchelstown, Anglesboro, Galbally,
Hospital, Knocklong and Kilfinane, He attended thise
officers' class in Ballylanders for some monthe before
Whitsun, 1915, when the parade took place in Limerick, at
which Padraig Pearse attended. We were given practical
training in field work about & quarter of a mile outside the
village on Jim McGrath's land, and many hints that he gave
us at that time in training proved subsequently to be of

very great value to the officers who were trained by him.

Some time during the summer of 1915, I cannot recollect
exactly about what time, Ernest Blythe who was organising
for Volunteer Headquarters (I am not sure that his Job was
not to get in touch with members of the Irish Republican '
Brotherhood) had been in Mitchelstown and he came from
mitchelstown to Ballylanders. He came in the back way into
my house. I cannot remember exactly who accompanied him,
but he hed an interview with me, and we talked about military
matters. While in my house, & telegram was received from
Mitchelstown to the R.I.C. in Ballylenders. My father at
that time was the local post-master and had the telegraph
office. The message was brought along by my brother Jack,

who was in charge of the telegraph, to me, and I asked

Blythe if this would have any reference to him, The message
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ran: "To Sergeant, Ballylanders. The parcel left here

to-day. Look up." Blythe said, "I am the parcel™.

Looking towards the barracks I could see the police on
the look-out for Blythe. They seemed to make no move
because they had not seen him. Subsequently he left for
Galbally, and on his way to Galbally after crossing fields
at the back of my house, he asked me whether I belonged to
the I.R.B. I said no, that Dr. Dundon had spoken to me
previocusly about 1t in the camp at Carrigogunnell. Blythe
then took me into the I.R.B. Subsequently I learned that
before Blythe took me into the I.R.B. he had questioned an
existing member whose name was Michael Hannafin, a local
school -teacher from County Kerry, who, I believe, was a first
cousin of Thomas Ashe. Having learned from Hannafin that

I would be a suitsble recrult I was duly sworn in.

On let August, 1915, Thomas Murphy, myself, and I do
not recollect who else from the area, attended the funeral
of O'Donovan Rossa to Glasnevin, and I listened to the
speech that PaAdraig Pearse made over his grave. It
certainly made a wonderful impression on me, and when we
came back we were more enthusiastic than ever to see that
the ideals that O'Donovan Rossa had would be faithfully

carried out by us.

Some time after the close of the Galtee Camp I was in
Dublin. We had made collections for arms in the Galtee
Battalion area. I took the money to Dublin that had been
collected, and called to see Micheal O'Hanrahan. I cannot
recollect exactly how much money I had, but we had some from
each Company area. He informed me that they had no rifles
at the time, but that they had shotguns with home-made
bayonets. The shotguns were manufactured, as far as I can

remember, by Richardsons, gunsmiths, of the United States.
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These were delivered to some place in Dublin. I got Dr.

Ned Dundon of Carlow to call and collect them. He collected
them in a lorry and brought them to Mitchelstown and out to
Anglesboro, about four miles from that town. They were
subsequently collected and distributed to the different

compenies in the battalion.

When I was spesking to Michedl O'Hanrahan I asked him
whether or not our people in America would be in a position
to provide arms, and he stated that the Americaens wers very
good to subscribe all right, but that what we wanted to get
badly were arms, &nd that they did not seem to make any

effort to collect arms and to send them on to this country.

I recollect that st about that time I went to Lawler's
in Fownes St. and purchased a Martini Enfield rifle which was
brought subsequently to my home in Ballylanders by my slster,
Bridie, who was then a pupil in the Presentstion Convent in

Dunlaoghaire.

Some time during the yeasr 1915 we had a dance in the
hall in Ballylanders and about nine or ten Volunteers,
ineluding John Joe Crawford, Tom Murphy, my brother, Joe
Crowley, myself, Psddy Hannigsn and Jack Meade left the hall
and cycled about five miles away to & house in the Glen of
Aherlow, where we understood National Volunteer rifles wers
concealed. We arrived at sebout one o'clock the following
morning, made a thorough 8earch of the house snd found no
arms or ammunition in the place. The following morning the
owner of the house, Wr. Meade, sttended an auction some place
near the Glen of Aherlow. He met the local sergeant and
informed him that several police and detectives from the town
of Tipperary had made a raid on his house the night before.
He asked hlm'why he had not been there. The sergeant was very

annoyed becsuse forces from en outside distriect had come into
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his area without informing him, and thereafter went on to
Tipperary to find out why a raid had been made in has
distract without him being informed of it. The people we had
engaged in the raid were dressed in police uniforms which head
previously been used in a play in the hell. It was a play
called "Partition" in which police uniforms were used. These
uniforme were used by some of our men, and the other men wers

oetensibly detectives.

The sergeant, having got in touch with police hesasdquarter
in Taipperary, waes infommed thet no police or detectives from

Tipperary had been out the night befors.

The following morning what they celled the "Black Maria",
a police van, came from Tipperary to Bellylandsrs Barracks
informing the local police of the raid that had been made the
night before and esking if they hed any informetion about

people from the district who might have been there.

I might mention that after the raid and before we
proceeded homewards we made a c¢ollection between ourselves
and found that we had the price of two bottles of ginger wine.
One man of the party took the monsy, went intc s publichouse
called the 'Caravanserai' and ordered two bottles of ginger
wine f'rom the lady behind the bar. He brepght it out and
we consumed the two bottles of ginger wine on the road and

then proceeded homewards.

On our way home we came to a crossing between
Mitchelstown and Galbally called Gernselaine Cross. We rolled o
bicyecles on the road towards Mitchelstown, then got off, tock
them on our shoulders, ceme back and went portion of the road
towerds Bsllylanders in order to deflect ithe attention of
anybody who might be tracing us. We then left our bicycles

down ani cycled home.
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Af'ter the attack on Ballylasnders barracks, about May 1920,
a record of this raeid was found on the police records. They
wore sble to describe the men who went into the publichouse,
the 'Caravanserai', for the itwo botiles of ginger wine. The
lady bshind the counter hsd described sccuretely to the police
the man who called. He happened to be a first cousin to the
man whose house we raided, The police at that time took every
precaution to record everybody who was strange coming into any
area, 80 this record captured in the sttack on Bsllylanders

barracke proved to be very saccurste.

Early in 1916 en Aeridheacht was held at Lough Gur, Co.
Limerick. Eoin Maclieill end Michael Colivet, Limerick, who was
the 0/C. of the Limerick City Volunteers at that time, attended.
Colivet informed me on that day that if anything was to ocecur,
the password or the indication of anything occurring would be
thet "the football match is on". Volunteer officers from
different areas attended the seme day, but 1t was not at‘ﬁﬁ&
meeting that Colivet informed me about the password for sction.
He spoke to me by myself, nobedy else being present, and I
anticipated that when I would get word to the effect that the
footbell match was on it would be an indication of the day

cr date we would rase.

I think 1t was early in 1916 that the posimaster in
Kilmellock post office came to Ballylanders to interview
my father, Timothy Crowley, who was then posimaster in Bally-
landers post office. He had directions from the government to
interview my father and ask that all members of the famaly who
were in the I.R.A. and my sister, who was in Cumann na mBan,
Bhould sever gll connsction with the movement. Ry father gave
no definite reply, but said he would let the postmaster know

in due course what his decision wes.

I then communicated with Eoin MacNeill, who was the head
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of the Volunteers at that time, and asked him for a
decision on the matter. MacNeill ruled that I, as Company
Captain of Ballylanders Company, should resign, and that
the other members of the femily, including my sister who was
in Cumenn ne mBan, should alsc retire from the Volunteers

and Cumenn na mBan respectively.

I subsequently resigned, and Thomas Murphy of Bally-
landers took my place as Captain. He acted as Company
Ceptein end was Company Ceptain up to the time of the Rising.
Macleill recommended that we could become auxiliaries, and
the members of the family who retired from the Volunteers

continued to act as auxiliaries.

I was then head Centre of the I.R.B. in Ballylenders
district, and I used to call meetings of easch Centre
conteining five men and summon them to various places on the
samé night. Ily recollection 18 that we had five Centres
amounting to about 22 men in all. My brothers, Jsck and Joe,
were members; John Joe Crawford and his brother Thomas of
Ballylenders; Thomas Murphy and Pat Hanmigan, Ballylenders;
Edmond Tobin and his brother David of Ballinalacken,
Ballylanders; John and Jim Fogarty, Glenbrohane, Enocklong;
John and Williem Fogarty of Glenlarne, Knocklong; ®illiam
@uish, Killeen, Ballylanders; John Riordan, and some others

whom I cannot exactly place, were members.

EASTER SUNDAY, 1916.

A dance had been arranged by the Hall Committes in
0'Grady's hell. This hall had been acquired by us at a
rentel, and the Geelic League, G.A.A., Cumenn na mBan,
Volunteers aml other organisations had the use of 1t any time
they required it. This dance was arranged for Bsster Sunday
night.

On Easter Sundaey the Ballylanders Company travelled to
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Galbally where & mobllisation tock place. I was not present
on that occasion , but a dispatch arrived from hiacNeill -
brought. I think, to Galbally from Charlsville - stating that
the mobilisation was off. Manoeuvres, I understand, tock
place there, and then the demobilisstion cccurred, sach

gompany going back to its own area.

Liam Manshan being the battalion commandant of the ares,
I was confinuously in touch with him regarding preparations
for the Baster Sunday mobilisation. My father got a direction
from the constesbulary that the post office which he held was
to be kept open night and day from the Good Fraday Qﬁ%cﬁdlng
Ees ter Sunday. My brother Jack used to remain up at night,
and we held copies of eny messages that came through apd

communicated to Manshan the information that we rggalfed.

fa
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I think it was on the Good Fridasy night, and, if not,
the following day, Saturday, that 8 military convoy was
proceeding from Kilworth Camp to Tippersry. They got wrong
directions after leaving Mitchelstown and came by & byroad
on which they got sunk. Two military officers called to the
poet office late in the evening, in or sbout nine or ten
o'clock, I should say, and they wented to get in touch with
Tipperary to have forces leave there and come to their relief.
We were contemplating attacking them, but, having no order
to do 8o, we did not carry out our intention. Some time
later in the night the relief they were looking for came

from the military garrison in Tipperary.

On the Wednesdasy evening of Baster Week, lManahan informed
me that Sean Treacy had come from Tipperary and had stated
that the Volunteers in Clonmel, Tipperary and Limerick City
were mobilising on that night snd that they were to fall
back on the Galtee Battslion. I got my rifle, bandolier,
ammunition and other equipment, and some provisions that we

had on hand for the dance which did not teke place on Easter
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Sunday night, and I took them slong to Liam Manshan'e house
sbout a guarter of a mile from the village. There all the
Ballylanders Company were mobilised asnd of the 22 members
of the I.R.B. 8ll reported for duty.

Treacy was very anxious that something should be done
immedietely, and we staried out in the morning at about

daybreak, the Ballylanders Company in itself, to attack the
pogt

' cons tabulsry/in the village. We lined up all the men.

Thomas Hurphy and myself were directed to cut the telephone

wires on the Knocklong Road. Before doing this, Murphy was

ordered to proceed to our house gnd to cut the comnsction of
the telephone in the post office. This he did. Iy brother,
Jack, gsked him before he cut 1t was the thing on definitely
and he steted yes. "Well", sard my brother, "there are 260

or £70 post office money here and you had better take it".

Murphy ssid "I cennot do that without getting an order'".

Murphy and myself then proceeded to the Knocklong road
and cut esbout 200 yards of wire between the telegraph poles.
We were coming back again towards the place we hed mobilised,
having the coils of wire on our shoulders, when Ned Tobin
came elong and said it was a pity we had done it. He said
that it had been decided by the Commandent, Liasm Manshan, and
the battalion engineer, Paddy Coughlan of Mitchelstown,
who came along that morning, that 1t would be better to wait
until we got more definite information, and that we could

mobilise again when we had more definite information.

The men having been disbanded and directed to awsit
further orders, nothing trenspired for 2 few days. Then a
message wee received at the post office from the District
Inspector of the R.I.C. in Bruff that a surrender had taken
place in Dublin, and a message was submitted to be put up

on the post office window stating that Pearse had surrendered.
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Subsequently, Micheel 0'Sullivan, who was sn officer in the
litchelstown Volunteer Company, brought a message from
Colivet, who was 0/C. of the Limerick City Velunteers,
directing that we should surrender our arms. Thomas NMurphy,
who weas captain of the Ballylanders Company, ordered thear
surrender, and the srms from the Galbally Company were
surrendered in or sgbout the same time. They were handed over
to the R.I.C., some of them broken. They were mostly shot-

guns; I think there were only one or two rifles.

I think I might mention now that a sister to Liam Lynch,
livang in Anglesboro, Mitchelstown - Maggie Lynch - came to
my place in Bellylanders with a dispatch from Donal Hannigan,
a brother of Donnchadh Hannigan, who was C¢/C. of the column
subsequently when it started in Bast Lamerick. Donal, in the
dispatch, stated that he wanted to see me at Ballymahane
Bridge, north of Anglesboro, within sbout a mile of Liam
Lynch's home. He mentioned the time, which was twelve o'clock
midnight that night. I duly went to Ballymahane Bridge, but
found nobody there. Afier about ten minutes I saw two psople
moving along the bank of the river. They came out on the
bridge, and there I met Donal. I had met him before, of cours:
He told me that he had been some place near Dublin when on
Eester Monday the Voluntsers struck in Dublin. I understood
he was some distance outside the city with some group. AL
sny rate we had s long chat about the whole affair, and
everything hed then terminsted as far as the Rising was

concerned.

Also in 1916, perhsps a few weeks afterwards, Michasel
0'Callaghan of Tipperary, who had shot two R.I.C. men on a
mountain outside Tipperary, ceme to Shanshan's i1n Glenbrohane.
Michael Henayhin, a teacher in Bsllylanders at that time, used
to meet me and, having the post office at the time, we were
getting telegrams from Bruff principelly, which wss E.I.C.

headquarters for the district, directing the police on certain
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getivities. Bvery mossage that came we would get to
Hanaﬁiin, who then transferred it to Paddy Shane, & teacher
in Glenbrohans, snd he conveyed word to Mick O'Callaghan at
Shenshen's to be on the lookout for police activities the

following morning.

I used to meet Tom Murphy, who lived in the wvillage and
wag & baker, snd we sometimes declded that we would get up
eerly the following morning and watch the direction in which
the police would go. One morning they raided Jim Clery's,

g short distance outside the village, and Tom and myself
followed them dowvn the Knocklong road. They went into
Clery's, and Just as we were coming to where they were, we
ppotted them coming back. e ekedaddled as quickly as we
could, and then we saw them going across g byroad to Liam
Manshan's house, just sbout a quarter of a mile outside the

village.

A couple of months after Baster Week 1916, my father
wad8 1nformed that he was no longer postmaster and the post
office, after a period of nine or ten days, was removed to
another house in the village. The family were free to take
active part in the Volunteer movement after that, and we
continued active up to the time of the Longford election -
Jos McGuimness's election for Longford (9th May 1917).

On that night we had a big mobilisation of Velunteers in the
area, and paraded through the streets of Bellylanders, having
a torchlight proeession. Two policemen who were standing

at the end of the willage would ncot get out of our way, and
one of the torch-bearers lowered his Eorch and they hed to

move away from it. We sang round a bonfire for a long time.

About four or five days afterwards, a big contingent
of police appeared in the village early in the morning and

Thomas Murphy, John Joe Crawford, Thowss Wwalsh and myself



19.

were asrrested and taken to the barracks. Iisjor Webb of
Elton was the Resident Magistrate at the time. He came along
and we were remanded to Limerick Jail. The police then
proceeded to get a suitsble car to tske themselves and asn
escort to Limerick prison. They could not find a car any-
where and we were Kept in the barracks all night. We had
scouts out to intercept sny transport that would come along.
Mone, however, arrived unitil a car came Pfrom Bruff on the
following morning at or about five o'clock. This was what
they called a long cer with two horses, and our escort and
curselves were fteken {o Limerick prison, whers we arrived at

sbout seven o'clock in the morning.

About four days afterwards we were brought to Galbslly,
Co. Limerick, and tried there before the local court. Hugh
0'Brien Moran of Limerick defended us. We were not in
favour of putting up any defence, end wished to inform the
court that we did not recognise it. O©'Brien lloran counselled
us against this actrion snd we eventually agreed. The trial

las ted about two hours.

There was a tremendous mobilisation of police fran most
of the districts in East Limerick, and when the triel was
over and we were sentenced to one months's imprisonment and
two months in default of bail, we wera escorted from the
courthouse to the barracks. As we left the courthouse,
Volunteers who could not be restrained made an attack on the
poclica, and 2 baton charge took place. My Cather and
geveral other people were betoned, hit on the head with
police truncheons. Glasses, bottles end bricks were fired,
shota were discharged, and eventually, we arrived at the
barracks, where we were held for a short time. ESo angry
were the people in the village, the police could not take
us back directly to Limerick; so they took us out to the
Glen of Aherlow, on to Tipperary, end eventually on to

Limerick jail.
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e served one month's imprisonment, and the Governor,
being anxious to get rid of us, told us that he would get
the Mayor of Limerick to come in a see us and arrange to go
bail for us. The Mayor duly arrived. The four prisoners
were on the one word, refusing to accept bail, and we
continued the balance of our sentence, coming out about the
beginning of the month of August. When we were released
we got an sxtraordinary reception in Ballylanders from the

Voluntesers of the surrounding districts.

While I was in Limeraick )ail, some disagreement took
place amongst the Volunteers in the area. I only learnsd
after coming out that Donnchadh Hannigan, who had been 0/C.
of the ares at one time, took charge of the battalion during
Liam Menshan's forced expulsion from the country - Manshan
was in some part of Bngland confined to s particular areas
with Michasel Bremnnan of Clare snd some others. dJack
McCerthy of Kilfinsne was 0/C. of the battalion before I
was arrested. Ned Tobin of Ballinalacken, Ballylanders,

was Q.M. I was adjutent.

*

Having arrived home from jasil, I found that things were
not moving smoothly, and that at an _geriochi in Bally-
landers, both Hanmigan and Manahan put in an appearance to
take charge of the Volunteers who were present on that
occasion. Disagreement between the itwo cfflcers arose, and
headquarters were notified and cslled on for an inguiry.
Headqusrters agreed to have an inquiry and they sent ..
O'Rerlly down to the area to see what the position was.

He eventuelly set up a body representing the officers of the
area and took evidence in comnection with the dispute, at
Danny Maloney's in Knocklong. The case started at sbout
eight o'clock one evening snd went on all night until the
following morning. OC©'Reilly then stzted that he would

convey his remarks on the mstter to headguarters.
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Headguarters, after considering the case, and apparently
acting on O'Reilly's recommendations, decided to appoint new

officers for the baittalion.

About the end of August or early in September 1917,
Larry Ginmnell, M.P., was to address an aeriochf at
WMitchelstown. Posters advertising the aeriocht were put up
all over the district end they were headed "Remember

Mitchelstown".

When Larry Ginnell arrived in Mitghelstown the evening
before the seriocht he was informed thaet it had been
procleimed by the police. It was then arranged that he
would come to Ballylanders and addrese an gerioght that was
being held at the back of the village. I do not remember
who accompanied him from Mitchelstown to my place, but he
arrived late at night. The people in my house were gone to
bed end we did not wish to disturb them, so we put up boxes
t0 a window st the back of the house and Larry -sad myself

want in and went to bed.

I accompanied him to Ballylanders Mass the following
morning. All the people in the church, end gfter we came
out from Mass, noticed that he was a stranper; he was very
neatly dreased and was wearing a goates beard. Hé addressad
s meeting at the aerjiocht that day, but nothing exceptional

cccurred.

It was sbout this time that the Galtee Battalion became
6 brigade, and the formation of this brigade entailed the
appointment of new officers. Sean Wall of Bruff was then
appointed brigedier. Sean O0'Riordan of Kilmallock was
appoanted. I am not qui%a clear as to what officers were
sppointed efter the inguiry, but Manshan d4id not appear %o
be sctive after that, nor Hannigan. However, in the

Ballylenders area we sStill continmued to carry on through the
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I.R.B. until things got active later on when the active

garvice columm was started.

Some time before the conscription crisis in 1918, Sean
MeLeaughlin of Dublin arrived in the srea. He held s meeting
at the hall in Ballylanders, and representatives from
different companmiés all over East Limerick arrived for the
meeting. I was not present on that occasion, snd I have a

very poor recollection of what took place.

Some time after klcLaughlin being in the area, the old
battalion officers of the Galtee Battallon decided to attach
our unit to Limerick City Battalion, of which Micheal de
Lacey was then commandant. When the conscription craisise
came on we were directly under orders from de Lacey, and we
had an elaborate dispatch system arranged between the

different company areas.

Some time early in 1919, I think, Jack MeCarthy, who
was commandant of the Galtee Battalion and was living in
Kilfinasne, eent word to Ballylanderse that there were two
men in Kilfinane who were making errangements to join the
R.I.C. He wanted our company to come along esnd raid their
homes at night. I think those who went to Kilfinane on that
occasion were Tom Crawford, Jack Meade, Ned Tobin, Davy
Tobin, Tom Murphy, Paddy Hannigen, Davy Clancy of Cush, and
Peddy 0'Donnell of Cush.

After reaching the towm of XKilfinsne we divided ainto
two parties. Hed Tobin, some others end myself went to
Condon, & tailor who lived in the egst end of the towm.

e interviewed him and we were, of course, masked. Ned
Tobin asked him if he was going to join the R.I.C. He
denied that he was joining. He waa wmarned then that if he

Joined the R.I.C. he was liable to be shot.

Those operations were rather difficult. Masked and
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armed men going into a house where there was a family were
likely to frighten the children, so we had fto do it very
cautiously. However, I think we treated the people we called

on with great consideration.

Late in 1919, or early in 1920, we held a meeting at
Cush, near Kilfinane; as & matter of fact, we held several
meetings there, regarding esmbushing a patrol of two police
thaet used generally come every night from the R.I.C. barracks
in Knocklong to Elton, Just a mile awey. We made all
srrangements and assembled at Clancy's house at Cush. We
were infored there that two scouts had been sent down to
Elton the evening before, and that no patrol haed turned up,

so we arranged not to carry out our intentions as we had

no proper intelligence reports to go on.

Shortly after this, NWed Tobin and Tom kurphy of
Ballylenders, acting on their own, wanted to shoot two R.I.C.
men in Ballylsnders or a little way from 1%t. Tobin and
Murphy apparently had made up their minds to do thas, but I,
as captain of the company at the time, could not ses ny
way to egree to it I dissuaded them from their purpose
and the thing did not come off.

On Mey 153th, 1919, Dan Breen, Sean Treacy, NWed O'Brien,

DuN TRYLEAGHVE
sniraiials, Galbally, went to

Jimmy Scanlon and Ned Foley of
Knocklong to meet a train that was conveying Sean Hogan from
Cork to Thurles in charge of an R.I.C. bodyguard. 1 was not
at Knocklong; I was at home in Ballylanders at the time, but
later that evening, after Hogan had been rescued from the
train, Ned Tobin came to my house with Ned ¢'Brien and Jimmy
Scenlon of Galbally, both of whom had been wounded 1n the
atteck. They warted for me in O'Grady's hell outside
Ballylanders. I met them and they gave me a dispatch to

take to Galbslly to Timmy Cummins and, I think, Fraziers,
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directing them to go to Emly station and collect ths
bicyeles on which they had trevellsd dowvn to take the itrain
at Bmly station. After directing them to do what they were
told, Davy Tobin end myself went to Dr. William Hennessy's
house, a short distance outside Gelbally, to seek his said
in attending to Breen and Treacy who were then st Tom
Shenehan's in Glenlara, Glenbrohane. That wes about a mile
end a half, at lesst, from Knocklong station. Breen,
apparently, was badly wounded, shot through the lung, and

Treacy was shot through the throat.

I arranged with Hed Tcbin that he should go to
Shanahan's and Lake charge of Breen and Treacy, while I was
going to Gselbally to see Cummins and the Fraziers, and going

for the doctor.

Davy Tobin and myself came to the doctor's house. TWe
knocked at the door and got no reply. It was a large housse.
lle pelted gravel at the windows, Davy Tobin taking one side
of the house and I teking the front. After throwing gravel
at every window we had got no reply. Davy Tobin said to me
that he thought it was no use, that the doctor must not be
there, but I said we could not leave without making certain
whether he was there or not. We started again to fire gravel
up at all the windows in the front and sides of the house,
Eventually Dr. Hennessy put his head out of an upper window
end asked who was there. I told him that 1t was Tadhg
Crowley and David Tobin. He asked what was wrong end I told
him thet there had been an smbush on a traln at Knocklong
and that there were at least four people wounded, that two
of the wounded men hed gone to Shenshan's at Glenlara,
Grlenbrohane, end that he was to go back there first, that a
scout would meet him at Ballinavreena Cross and direct him
to Shenshan's house. We told him that it was Dan Breen and

Sean Trescy who had rescued a prisoner bsing teken from



[ 1]

[ 1]

20

Thurles to Cork on the train, and that the train had been
ambushed at Knocklong and two policemen shot. We then told
him that when he had called at Shanahan's he should come along
to Ballylenders and eall at Paddy WMaeguire's in Glenshoglisha,

just sbout three-guarters of & mile outside the willage.

-

I told the doctor thet two local men had alsc been wounded
- referring to Wed O'Brien snd Jimmy Scenlon - and that they

would be at Maguire's in Glenshoglisha.

Before Tobin and myself went to Gelbally, we got in touch
with Pather 0'Brien, who was a Curste in Ballylenders at that
time. Father O0'Brien was tesken on a pony and trap by my
broether, Jos Crowley, to Shenshan's in Glenlera, Glenbrohane,

gnd he attended to Dan Breen and Sean Treacy.

I returned with Davy Tobin to Ballylanders, and we went
to Glenahoglisha, & short distance outside the village.
Having arrived there we told Jimmy Scenlon and Ned O'Brien
that we had seen the doctor, thet he was going to Shanshan's
firat and then he was coming to Ballylanders. It was then,
with the aid of a cendle, that I inspected Ned O'Brien. He
had a slight wound in the chest underneath the nipple, and
thought his arm was sore and that the bullet must hsve gone in.
However, I searched sll round under his arm snd at his back,
end I could see no exat wound. I examined Jimmy Scanlon also

wrrsinacd
and I found that he had a bullet, just at the top ol the

shoulder end that portion of his clothing had gone through

vith the bullet, but he did not seem to be seriously wounded.

I said I would wait until after daybreak before going
home, snd that if the doctor had not come along in the half
hour after daybreak, the best thing to be done would be to

have the wounded men brought to Quan®s.

Haelf an hour after daybresk Feddy leguire's pony was

harnessed and the trap attached. Jimmy Scanlon and Ned O'Brien
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were then driven by Jack Meade of Glenahoglisha to the house
of William Quan€§ about a mile outside Anglesboro on the road

to Hitchelstowm.

I then started for home. I heard cresasmery cars on the
road, they were going to the milking of cows, so I skipped
over a Ponce, went down by the back of the villsge and in
the back way to my own house. My clothes were all wet. The
night had been extremely bad, 1t had rained practically all
the time while we were going for the doctor. 1 put oy
clothes under some coats in the kitchen and put my shoes into

arnn oven to dry them. .

I was in bed just sbout an hour and a half when militery
and police came into the village and stopped at the barracks.
My brother Jack slept in the same room as me, end his bed
was near the window. 'There was a fair in Mitcheletown that
morning and cars were passing through frequently. Each time
a car passed I used to tell my brother Jack to look out and
see if enything wes happening. Finally, when I heard a lorry
stopping at the barracks I asked my brother to look out and
see if there was anybody at the barracks. He said that I
was calling all morning and told me to go to sleep. I s81d:
"Look out" o he looked out and he said: "My God, there are

any amount of police and mlji tary down st the barracks".

Within sbout eight or ten minutes sfterwards, the locsel
sergeant and two soldiers with full eguipment, tin hats, &c.
arrived into my room. I pretended I was asleep. On being
called I woke up in s hurry snd pretended toc be scared.
"Wwhat is wrong, sergeant?" I asked, and he said: "Didn't you
hear thaet there were police shot at Knocklong last night?".
I said: "No, I didn't hear it. My God, that's awful". Then
I sgid: "@hat brought you in here snyway?" and he said: "We

are searching the house to see if there are any strangers



here". I said: "When I came to bed last night there were no
strangers here". With that they left and went back to the
barracks. They had counted the people in the house, but
apparently hed not missed anybody, but, about four or five
hours afterwards, the sergeant came back and assked whore wasz
Peter. I told him that Peter had gone over to my uncls, Jim
Ryan, in Killogues near Gelbally, the previous night with the
pony and trap, that he had stayed there but had returned in
the meantime. As a matter of fact, 1t was Joe who was mMiBBing;
he hed taken Father O0'Brien down to Shanahan's to attend to

Dan Breen end Treacy.

The police knew the followang day that Dr. Hemnsssy, who
had sttended to Breen, Treacy, Ned O'Brien and Jimmy Scanlon,
had been out early that morning. They came to him and asked
him where he had been in the morning. Dr. Hennessy refused
to give them any information. He said that he would give no
information about patients that he attended. Apparently,
efterwards they were pressing him to state where he had been,
but, under sny cirommstancés, Dr. Hennessy would not admit

where he had been.

On 3rd April 15920, or about that date, in sccordance with

g general order issued by headquarters, evacuated barracks

in different perts of the country were directed to be burned.
Some of the men of our company in Ballylanders, some of the
Cush Compeny, some men from Kilmellock Company and some from
Knocklong Compeny went to Elton to burn the evacuated barracks,
or blow 1t up. There were about twenty-five or thirty men
vresent. We had some fuse, some sticks of dynamite and

several tine of petrol. We did not know very much sbout the
danger of petrol at that time, but we got the barracks
sprinklied on the diff.rent floors and we put a couple of sticks
of dynamite on the upper floor, but the barracks did not go

en fire. Ve went in again, end one man from Xilmallock, who
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pretended to know all about how to set a fuse erd use
dynamite, put them into & range in the kitchen. We then
withdrew out in front of the barracks and wsited for some-
thing to happen. The only thing we saw was big puffs of
emoke coming out the chimney. We waited to know 1f anything
else would happen, but nothing happensd. We then went in

and discovered that the iron renge had been blown up.

\fe afterwards proceeded to g blacksmith's forge sbout
forty or fifty yards away, broke open the door, got the box
of a car-wheel, and a blacksmith who was with us, Hed Tobin,
previously referred to, got a bolt and a nut and we made a
home-made bomb, loading it with dynsmite. We found, on
having 1t completed, that we had no fuse; our fuse had besn
used; so we gol a peraffin oil rag, put i% in, touching the
dynemite at one end of the box=-vheel, brought it along to
the barracks and plsced it in a hole that we made in the wall
e set fire to the paraffin oil rag, withdrew immediately
and waited for an explosion to teke place. Nothing happened.
There was no explosion, so we withdrew, lsaving the bomb
there. The following morning people from the district came
in to see the damage that had DLeen done to the barracks the
night before, and they tock the bomb, placed 1t under a cock
of hay in the meadow a short distance away, set fire to the
cock of hay, and ran to beat the band. Then they retreated

outside the ditech, the bomb burat wmth a fierce explosion.

Liam Lynch of Anglesboro, who was then working in a
furniture and hardware store in Fermoy, and who was 1n charge
of the local battalion in the Fermoy district, arranged with
some of the local men to disarm Protestant soldiers going %o
Church on a Sunday morning. The soldiers were, I understand,
disermed and ell their equipnment and amaunition taksn, but

Liam himself was accidentally shot by one of his own men.
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He was lsid up for a few weeks. EBventually he came 1o
Galbally, Co. Limerick, and, to the best of my recollection,
Mick Scenlon, who was a national teacher at that time,
teaching in Kilmallock, brought ham to Pallylanders to my

house. TWe srranged that he stay with me for the night.

The purpose of his coming was to get in touch with HMichael
Collins at headquarters. He came to ihe conclusion that he
could not operate effectively locally after the Fermoy attsck.
He stayed with me that night, and after we retired, police
(R.I.C.) arrived at the barracks, which was only Just about
25 yerds from my house. Police came off a lorry and
apparently collected some of the local R.I.C., We thought 1t
wag too dasngerous to stay in the house, so we went out the
back way snd went to a gateway next door, where we had & good
view of fthem. Affer about five or seven minutes the lorry

cleared away and we returned to bed.

On the following day we arranged that we would go up by
the night train %o Dublin; so Liam Lynch, one of my local
companlon%' Ned Tobin, and myself went to Knocklong railway
gtetion where we joined the train which would arrive in Dublin

at sbout four o'clock the following morning.

When we arrived at Limerick Junction we noticed a few
policemen there. Tobin wes armed and I had two guns, so I
asked Liam did he went & gun. He was reluctant to take 1%,
and said he did not want to put us i1n any denger because of
himself. Eventuslly he took 1t, but the police did not

intarfere.

The train moved out end eventuaslly we arrived at
Kingsbridge station, where we found a cab ready for us. This
hed been arranged by Tohn O'Rourke of Sandymount, who wasg then,
I think, working in Todd Burns in Dublin. We proceeded to

O'Rourke's house in Ssndymount. Liem, Ned Tobin and myself



LE]

30.

etayed there on that night. On the following morning I left
with a dispatch for Michael Collins. When I returned to
Sandymount I found there a dispatch for Liam Lynch. I did
not get back until late that evening, I would say in or aboul
half-past ten or eleven o'clock. On arraival at O'Rourke's,
I found that Liam had left & note for me that he was going
cut to Fleming brothers at 140 Drumcondra Road, The dispatch
from Michael Collins appeared to be urgent, and the trams at
about that time having ceased to run, I was in a predicament.
I made up my mind to open the dispatch and I read it. It
said that under no circumstances should he (Liam Lynch) stay
viith Plemings in Drumcondra. Having read it I realised

the necessity for moving immediately, so I got a bicycle

and eycled into town. On the way in, the bieycle got
punctured, All the trams were stopping, so I went to
Vaughan's Hotel in Parnell Square, I knew & man there by
the name of Christy (Christy Harte) and I told Christy my
trouble. He did not know me, but I suppose he came to the
conclusion that I was an honest sort of fellow. I asked
him for a bicyecle and he said: '"Well, you can come out the
back and I'll show you what's there®™. I went out the back
and there were at least from 22 to 25 bilcycles there, all
punctured. There was nothing to be done in the bicycle
line, &0 I returned again to the hall and told Christy that

I would try and hire a cab. I had very little money in my
pocket, I met a cabman and asked him if he knew where

Fleming's in Drumcondra was and he told me that he did.

I started off in the ceb and was driven out towards
Drumcondra and well past 1it. I think he drove me about half
a mile beyond it, and then he said: "It must be somewhere
around here". I got off, made inquiries end found that I had
passed where Fleminges lived. I went back about half a mile
to Fleming's house. Mick Fleming and his brother were there.

They were annoyed because I seemed to be upset about things.
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I sald that I wanted to see Llam Lynch immediately, and
they told me that ke was gone to bed. "Well®™, I sald,

"I must see him". Mick Fleming asked me why daid I

want to see him, and I said I had a very urgent dispatch
for him. Mick said, "I suppose a dispatch from Collinso"
and I said, "Yes", He said, "Let me see it", so I let
him see it, and he said, 'Liamzian't golng to be waked

up at all. We know here thatﬂis perfectly safe for him
to stay in this house®™.

I can remember that the followlng day local elections
were taking place in Dublin City. I met Liam in the
morning, and I belng very upset about the whole inecident
he told me not to worry at all about it. Well, I did not

8top worrying about it, but he said to me that everything
would be allright.

Early in 1920 Tomds Malone was appointed an organiser
for the Ddil Loan in the East Limerick area. After his
arrival a declision was made hyftha Brigadier to attack
Ballylanders barracks. I made a plan of the barracks
which I sent to the Brigadier. The attack was well
arranged. All the Ballylanders Company were on service
on the occasion. I would say in all there were about 25
men from the local Company and nine or ten from Galbally
Company; there were men present from other districts in
the Brigade area. I should think that about 60 or 70
pecple were in the village for the purpose of the attack .
All the Company areas around were dolng other work,
iranching roads or knocking trees to make it impossible

for the enemy to approach.

Prior to the attack on the barracks I had arranged to
senfl my mother for a holiday to Kilkee. On the evening
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of the attack I informed my father that the house was to be
occupled for the purpose of the attack, and I told him he
would have to go up with Jack Welsh, a publican who lived
near the barracks, to the house of Bridget Condon. He, nmy
Tather, having been a Fenian and Secretary of the Fenian
organisation in Hospital, County Limerick, many years before,
made no objection and told us that whatever we did we were

not to forget to say our prayers.,

Tomis Malone was in charge of the attacking party. They
occupled a house next the barracks. They broke out through
the roof and dropped stones first through the roof of the
barracks, theq I think one bomb, followed by torches. Petrol
was fired on the barracks and after Malone gave the green
light signal that the attack was to start from the different
houses around, including my own house, lMrs. Burke's,
0'Grady's, Mrs. Upton's, and David Condon's, fire was
concentrated on the different windows of the barracks, and
the police replied. The fight would not have lasted long,

I undersetand, were it not for the fact that there was a
British ex-soldier, rather s young man, in the barracks and

he insisted on keeping up the fight.

One of our men, Jack Meade, got wounded in 0'Gradys

because of exposing himself. He wag shot through the lung.

After the fight had proceeded for about 25 minutes
the garrison surrendered. The five constabulary men who
formed the garrison came out on the square. Malone tock
the surrender and congratulated them on the great fight
they had put up, but reminded them that they were at great
odds, The carbines and revolvers that the police had, and
all the ammunition that could be found in the place, were
duly collected, end Meade, the wounded Veolunteer, was
moved in my brother Jack's Ford car to Burke's of Ballingady,

between Kilfinane and Kilmallock.



e F

Previous to the attack one of the garrison used come
in to our shop in Ballylanders and speak to Peter, the
youngest boy in the family. I was afraid thaet Feter might
give away information, and I warned him about it. Peter
told me that he was acting cute enough; he was taking all
the information he could get but he gave none. This
policeman, Mulvey, had been statloned in County Clare and
had been 1n a barracks that was attacked thers. The
police in that barracks had defended 1t, and subsequently
this constable got a decoratlon from Lord French. When
our men entered the barracks my brother Peter was one of
the first in, and he met this policeman, Mulvey, who said
to him, "Here 1s my rifle, Peter. I told you I would not
fire a shot to defend the barracks"®. He handed over his
rifle and ammunition, and it was a%ident that he had ﬁct

fired a shot.

Regarding the attack on Ballylanders barracks, I
might add that Liam Scully, who was a Gaelic League
teacher, was in the area for some time before it. He

stayed at my house and took part in the attack.

Subsequently,on 27th May 1920, we attacked Kilmallock
barracks. lMost of the East LimeTick Brigade had
representatives in the attack. Tomds Malone, otherwise
known as Sedn Ford, was in charge of the attack, under
the Brigadier who was present. The usual precautions
were taken and all the outlying Companies trenched and
barricaded the roads for many miles around the centre of
the attack, Sedn Wall, the Brigadier, who was there on
that occasion was in command of the operation. Those
of the Ballylanders and Galbally Companies who were taking
part in the attack travelled on bicycles. When approaching
the town of Kilmallock we thought that nobody would be on
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the roads. We met several couples walking out against
us, We waited until they came back and directed them
Into Kellys, near the Co-operative Creamery, and told
them that they wouwld have to stay there.

After a short tlme we proceeded to the mobilisation
field, which belonged to Mitchell, a veterinary surgeon
in Kilmallock. The rifles were distributed there, and
then we all took up our allotted posts in the town.
Those with me were Commandant Donnchadh Hamnigan; Jack
Lynch, Tankardstown; Jack O'Brien, Tankardstown; Michael
ﬁ'Kbaffe; Dan MeCarthy of Kilfinane. We were dlrected
to take up our positions in the Provincial Bank directly
opposite the barracks. We were to get 1n over the
fanlight at the front of the house, but we found that that
was a difficult job so we decided tn/Egnund to the rear,
scale the wall and get in through the back. When we
went In the manager and his wife and family were in bed.,
We told them that we were going to attack the barracks
and that they would have to leave by the rear. A scout
was provided. After a short time the manager's wife
came back to the room I was in, and I came to fga conclusian
that she was worried about jewellery or something that she
was very particular about. I told her that I would give
an undertaking that nothing would be interfered with in
the house, and she said, "No, it is allright. I'm just

looking for a stud for the boss's collar®,

The Anglo-Apmerican 011 Correny had a depot in the town
of Kilmallock. A car on their premises was loaded with
paraffin, and that was drawn up in front of Carroll's house
Just alongside the barracks, Pint bottles were procured
from O'Sullivan's Brewsry, which belongs to Murphys of Cork,
and those bottles were filled with petrol and taken up

through Carroll's house to the roof.
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Having barricaded all the windows in the Provincial
Bank, where I was situated, other houses in front of the
barracks - Clery's Hotel and Con Herlihy's - were also
barricaded. We awaited the signal to start firing.

The signal was a green flashlight. On the signal being
given fire was opened on the barracks. The police
inside replied.

Shortly after the start of the firing, the man who
was alongside me, Dan McCarthy of Kilfinape, thought that
he had been wounded in the arm. Blood, he felt, was
running on his wrists. I took a chance and struck a
match and found that he was not wounded by gun-fire but

wag cut by broken glass.

The fight went on for many hours. The barracks was
blazing at one end after being broken by heavy weights
and bombs, the pouring of petrol and the firing of petrol
bottles from the roof which overhung the barracks.
Shortly afterwards the building from which the barrack
was set ablaze went on fire, and we cams to the conclusion
that the fight was ended. However, the fire was
subsequently put out but it started again about half an

hour later and was again succeasfully gquenched.

Durlng this period those who wers drawing the oil
from éha Anglo-American tank were bauling it up in buckets,
and bottles were being filled at the top of the house,
When the fire started, water was brought along. Some of
those attacking came to the conclusion that a rarticular
bucket contained water, and they were looking for a drink
working 1n such heat. They dipped cups inte the paraffin
oll and drank 1t. They were very sick later on in the

morningz.
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Eventually the fight had proceeded so far that only
one section of the barracks remained unburned, dbut still
the police under Sergeant O'Sullivan - a Kerryman I
believe ~ held on, He doggedly continued firing,
although several of his men had been lost in the attack,
Eventually Tomds Malone, alias Sedn Ford, gave the signal
to cease fire, and the g&rrison-were'callad on to surrender
The reply they gave was to open flre agaln on cur positions
and the fight went on. It went on sc late into the
morning, and Kilmallock not being s0 very far from
Ballyvonaire, Buttevant, which was a military town,
Limerick city, Tipperary and Mallow, it was considered that
it was safer for us to withdraw, so the signal was glven
that we were to retire. Juat before retiring, Liam
Scully from around Ballylongford, County EKerry, went out
on the street and started firing at the laat section of
the barracks, The police returned the fire and Scully
was shot., Nurse O'Sulliven and Mary EKate Sheehy, who
was a member of Cumann na mBan in the Kilmallock area,
attended to him. Scully was put into a motor car and
some of the West Limerick Brigade who were there at the
time conveyed him back to a little graveyard at
Templeghantine in West Limerick, where he was buried.

He was the only c&éualt} that the attacking forces had on
that particular nlght and it is strange that it was a
repetition of what happened in the attack on Kilmallock
barracks in I867 when a man, who then was not known, was

shot and he too was the only casualty.

I would not be sure of the number of men comprising
the garrison in Kilmallock at that particular time, but 1t

was estimated that there were at lesst seventean.
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After the attack on Ballylanders barracks, some
member of the British House of Commons asked a question
regarding the attack on Ballylanders barracks. He
mentioned, I belleve, that it was a heavy defeat for the
government and that he understood that ancther barracks
in the area was soon to be attacked. The Minister, in
reply, stated that precautions were being taken and that
the barracks were being put into a well-fortified state.
We understood before we went to Kilmallock that engineers
had been there strengthening the fortifications. We
dld not see that there was anything extra on that barracks
compared with Ballylanders, because Ballylanders already
had steel shutters, and at any rate whatever fortifications
were there would not have prevented the barracks being
taken completely had we stayed long enough.

I think I should make it clear that the preparations
for the attack on Kilmallock barracks were made at Tom
S8heehy's in Laurencetown, Kilfinama. The Brigadier Sedn
Wall, Tomds ﬁalana, Ned Tobin of Ballylanders, Mick Scanlon,
Liam Scully and others were in the making of the plans.

It would be well to make it clear that the Brigadier,
Sedn Wall, was at Kilmallock and that Tomds Malone carried
out the orders he got from him.

In the morning we had tremendous difficulty in getting
to our home areas,* The roads were heavily blocked with
trees. One man who was with me, Paddy Hannigan of
Ballylanders, had drunk a cup of paraffin oil and was
extremely 111. After cycling about nine or ten miles we
reached Glenbrohane and a publican there, who had been a
chemist in Cork, gave Hannigen a dose of medicine which
made him vomit and completely cured him. The publican's
name was John Bacon. He had been a chemist in Eyloh& Co.%

Premises in Patrick Street, Cork.
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Some time after the attack on Kilmallock barracks my

father's house in Ballylanders was bombed by police, who, we

unﬂerﬂéoud, came from Kilfinane R.I.C. barracks. I was not
then staying at home, nor were any of the active I.R.A. men.

I w;n at ¥illiam Luddy's of Cush, about a mile outside the
village, with Thomas Hﬁrghy. We were in bed and my brother
Michael turned up from the village and stated that tFF house
had been bhombed. We immediately got up and proceeded to the
village whare we found that all the houses near our house at
the bottom of the village had broken windows, and at the bottom
of one of the pillars between the windows a bomd gseemed to have
been placed., ‘This, having, exploded, broke all the glasa,.

The police had gone away, and we were able to establish the fact
that they had come from Kilfinane. There were about half a

dozen policemen there, we subsequently understood.

On the morning afterwards, we proceeded to Cush, near
Eilfinane, where we formed the first Active Service Column I
believe in Ireland. All the men who were there were not going
home again except when they could get an opportunity. We
decided it was a dangerous thing to return home and stay at
home, 80 we started the Column and on that occasion we had only
nhuqt th{ea rifles. T™wo rifles were that day brought from
Tankardstown Company by John O'Brien, Jack Lynch and I think
Tommy Finn of Tankardstown, near Eilmallock. They had cycled
back to Newcastle West where the rifles had been taken to after
the Eilmallock attack, in preparation for a proposed attack on
Newcastle West barracks, which eventually did not take place.

With those few rifles and some small arms the Column was started,

Department
Seédn Stack, of EKerry, who is now a Local Gﬁvernmentﬁinapector

in Galwaynﬂwa%athera was a DAil Loan orgeniser. He had a

gmall revolver.
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We waited on the road for a patrol that might be
coming from Galbally to Kilfinape, and then we heard
through a dispateh rider from Ballylanders that the
police from Kilfinane had gome to Ballylanders to
investigate the bombing of our house - Crowleys of
Ballylanders. We left our positions and went directly
across the 3lieve gggiﬂor the Black Hill as it was known
locally, to intercept the pclice coming back from
Ballylanders to Eillfinane on the high road. After
travelling about & mile and a half through the'mountain,
we found on arrivel on the main mountailn road that the

police had gone back to Kilfinane.

Those present on that day, as far as I can recollect,
were Davy Clancy, Paddy 0'Donnell, Sedn Stack, Tom
Murphy, Ned Tobin, his brother, Jobn O'Brien (celled
"Holy John®), Con Kearney, Tom Howard and probably Phil
Hyan. Tommy Finn, Jack Lynch, John O'Brien of
Tankardstown, were I think, the three who brought the
rifles from Tenkardstown.

Some time in late July I920 and after the ambush
carried out by the Flying Column at Emly, police came to
Ballylanders to make arrests. Ned Tobin, Jerry
O'Callaghan, my brother Michael and my brother Pster ware
in our house cn that night. Tom Crawford was steying
at his own house in Ballylanders. Tom Murphy, who
lived across the street, was staying at Margaret Powsll's

just about a quarter of a mlle from the village, ‘V“JZ
fhﬂé§f+ﬁWHﬂPhﬂ_

I was on duty that night, on guard in the village,
and a chap By the name of Walsh, from Curraturk, and
Michael O'Reilly from Ballyfaskin were with me. Ve
were sitting on empty stout casks in front of John Walsh's



-~

4=

at the bottom of the wvillage, when we noticed a patrol of
about a8ix police creeping across from the EKilfinane road
to the Galbally road. They had not seen us but we saw
them. T immediately went to my own house, called Jerry
0'Callaghan, my brothers Jack and Micheel, and Ned Tobin.
iﬂthen went to!Grawfnrds and called Tom Crawford. We
got together and we decilded what we were golng to do.

We assembled af the door of our shop. My father had got
up apd was at the door when we met. He said, "You had
better be care%ul. There may be troops or policeman

out the road wFo would be ready to come in™. I sald,
"Well, we'll give them the works". We arranged that
&Brry B'Géllag@an, Ned Tobin and my brothers Peter and
Jack would go ﬁp portion of the street and come round to
the back of thé house., The reason we adopted this
tactic was because our house had been bombed in or about
four or flve &;ys before by a party of police who came
from Kiifipnane. I referred to that incident in an
earlier part of my story. We came to the conclusion
that because the bombing attack on the house failed, they
were coming ba?k probably to do it again more effectively.

Apparently we were wrong.

Those I refer to, that is, Yerry O'Callaghan, Tobin,
my brothers Pa%er and Jack, went up the street, went into
the back, and #ams down at the back of our house at the
back of the g&}den. They saw nobody there, and
unfortunately Ehey went into the house. A short time
afterwards, the police, having been reinforced from a
patrol of about six police who came along from Galbally,
blocked exit rEom the back. In the meantime, Mick
O*Reillly and myself were on the street. I went down
to Burke's corner and was looking in the direction where

the patrol of police from Galbally went - that is, out

the Galbally road.
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I was at the pler n:dthu'gate and went out about a
yard from 1t, and sat down to know if I could see anything
in the skyline. I saw:rigure, who immediately gave

me "hands up®. I fired round the pler of Mrs. Burke's
gate with my‘right hand. He fired at me immadiately_
after giving "handa up", so after firing on him I
retreated to the front of Mrs. Burke's house and then I
fired. It was a .45 revolver I had. I fired again,
with my left hand, but I saw afterwards that I had hit

the pier. I then retreated up the street to Tom
Crawford's house. Shortly before that I had seen two
figures ﬁoving from the Galbally road into the ruins of
the barracks, which had been destroyed some time before.
They 414 not fire. I told Tom Crawford that I saw them
going imn.

Tom started off across the street towards Connery's
and down to a thatched house that was in the village. I
did not know what he was goilng to do, but I told him that
whatever he intended to do he was to take cover.
Unfortunately, when he reached the end of Power's house
he came out a bit from the end of the house and he ordered
the people in the barracks to surrender. The reply was a
shot out of a shotgun. Tom ran up the street saying he
was shot, I ren into Connery's house, where he had gone,
and I saw that he had been shot allright., I did not know
where he had been shot but he was bleeding profusely from
the mouth.

Sedn Stack, the D1l Loan organiser, was staying in
Connery's at that time. The previous evening we had
counted out in or about £400 that he had in D41l Loan
money. He left Connery's and came across the street

and went into Mrs. Hannoﬁ's.
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I, having seen Tom Crawford, went out the bog road
down at the back of 0'Grady's house and I fired I think
about two or three shots aué of my revolver at the barracks
where I had aeen the two figures enter. There was a
reply and then I heard a big volume of firing. That
was the signal for trocops and police outside the town to

enter.

I retreated to the bog road and knocked at Connery's
door to get 1mr to see how Tom Crawford was getting on.
I rapped first and got no reply. Then a person from
across the road, whom I thought was Jerry 0'Callaghan,
gave me the order “hands up". I said, "It's allright,
Jerry®, thinking he was Jerry 0'Callaghan, and turned
rnundhanﬁ rapped at the dcor again. The man who was
giving me "hands up" came somewhat nearer and said again,
"hands upﬂ; and I séid, "It's allright,Jerry®. Then he
advanced éut on the road a fow yards further and gave me
“hands up® for the third time. I then saw that he was
a soldier, with & tin helmet, fully equipped. I had
a8 .45 police short Webley revolver in my pocket with a
lanyard. I pulled the gun out of my pocket, fired,
end apparently stunned him. I ran back the bog road
and on my way back the soldier fired. He did not nit
me, however, and I got to a stile and intc a meadow, and

went up the back of the village and into the school-yard.

From the School-yard I looked down through the
village, and, as the light was then better, I could
plainly discern a lot of figures at the bottom of the
village, The military and police had arrived.



-43-

After I had fired on the soldler, he apparently got
reinforcements and followed me in the direction I had gone,
down the bog road. They heard some plgs in a sty and
apparently concluded that I had hidden there. They went
into the sty and bayonetted the two pigs to death.

These pigs belonged to a man named Willie Raleigh, who was
also known as Will Hickey. Raleigh had a bad impediment
in his speech, and, on pecple sympathising with him next
day on the loss of his two pigs, he said, It d-d-d-doesn't
matter about them. They d-~d-d-dled for their country

an YhOﬁ‘ .

-

From the school-yard I went to Hayes', where T stayed
for a 1ittle while. There were cars coming in with milk
to the creamary; which 15 alongside Hayea's house. I
went out and took charge of a donkey and éar, went up the
village about si1xty or seventy yards, 1ef£ the donkey and
car away and went in Hennessy's boreen and from that over
to Margaret Powell's outside the village, where Tom Murphy
énd Paddy Hannigan were that morning. Ned Tobin, who had
been in Connery's with Tom Crawford when the police
arrived, got into bed alongside two of the Connery
children. When the police arrived he said that he was
& harness-maker working for Ned Connery, s0 no policeman
recognised him. He got up apnd went out the back window
into Nunans next door, met the local postman, Micky Davern,
who was then delivering the post, took the bag and letters,
and went round delive;ing the post. He eventually arrived
at Mrs. Coleman's and met Tom Murphy and myself, Mrs.
Coleman and Mollie Joe Fowell, her niece. Tobin, looking
at the letters, said, "I think I have nothing for you

this morning®.
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We stayed there for some time and then we came to
the presbytery to Father Barry, the Parish Priest. Tom
Murphy, Tobin, Hannigan and myself were treated to a few
glagses of altar wine, and Father Barry brought along
about five or six pipes and plenty or tobacco. Nobody,
however, was smoking & pipe but Tom Murphy, and he enjoyed

his smoke out of Father Barry's pipe.

A military ambulance from Tipperary passed the
presbytery going towards Ballylanders to collect
Tom Crawford and bring hlm to Tipperary. Dr. Dowling of
Tipperary attended to him. While at Fr. Barry's we saw
the embulance leaving with some of the lorries going to

Tipperary.

When the military and police had cleared out, we
returned to the villags. I was in at Jack Walsh's when
a reporter named Halpin from Tipperary arrived to get the
story of the fight., He was a reporter for the "Cork
Examiner®.

-

My brother Jack, Michael 0'Rellly, my brother Peter,
Tom Crewford and Jerry 0'Callaghan were all arrested that
morning, taken to Tipperéry and eventually sent to
Limerick prison. They were 1in Limerick for some short
time and were then sent to Cork ﬁrison. Tom Grawford
and Jerry O'Callaghan were scome time later seﬁtenced to
penal servitude. My brothers, Michael, Jack and Peter
Crowley and Christopher Upton went on hunger-strike in
Cork prison with Terry MacSwiney. They were on
hunger-strike for ninety-four days, when they were ordered
by Arthur Griffith to go off it. Mary MacSwiney wanted
them to stay on the strike, but they acted on Griffith's

orders.
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Some time after the start of the column we assembled
on the old road between Glenbrohane and Kilfinane.
We proceeded from there through the main 1ine between
Galbally and Kilfinane, and took up our positions alongside
the road. Tomds Malone was there on that day with the
other members of the column. Tomds Melone was in charge
of a car with a ladder tied across it, at the entrance to
the ambush position. I was in charge of a car, with a
ladder llkewise, at the far side of the position. A
signal went up that a lorry was coming from the Galbally
direction. It locked in the distance as if 1t was a
lorry of troops, but on arriving into the ambush position
we found that it was a private car belonging to Colonel
Saunders, an ex-Colonel of the British Army, who lived in
Charleville and also had a place in the Glen of Aherlow
called the Saunders Estate. He, when coming to the
ambush position, on seeing the car of which T was in charge
coming out on the road with a ladder on it, pulled up
and himself and two ladles who were in the back of the

car got out.

Previous to the arrival of the car, Donnchadh
Hannigan, who was the 0.C. of the column and had a Feter
the Painter pistol, fired a shot accidentally. He went
out on the road and was marching up towards Colonel
Saunders. Saunders apparently ordered the two girls
into the car and directed the driver to reverse. He
8tood on the running-board of the car and started firing
from a .32 revolver at Donnchadh Hannigan, who was
approaching bhim along the road.

The members of the column, seeing that there were
women in the car, did not fire, but one of them, Con
Kearney of Tlermore, Kilfinane, came out on the road on

his knee and fired at least two shots from his Service
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rifle over their heads. The car, however, reversed out
of the ambush position and went back to Ballinavreena
Cross, where it turned and went back the way it had come,
turning to the left to Enocklong, and from Enocklong into
Kilmallock.

When Saunders' car was coming into the town of
Kilmallock, it 1s aaid that a couple of Black and Tans
held 1t up, but Saunders directed the driver to continue.
The Tans fired, and several bulle% marks were on the car,

but apparently nobody was injured.

About June, I920, Ernie 0'Malley came to East
Limerick Brigade area. He was organising Bast Limerick
Brigade on hehalf of headgquarters. I first saw him and
met him in Davy Clancy's in Cush. The shoulder of his
coat had been burned , é.fter, I understand, anattack on
Draingean R.I.C. barracks, County Tipperary. He drilled
the Cush Company. Our column, BEast Limerick, apparently
was not then recognised by heaﬂqu&rteis. Later, after
the attack by the colum on a patrol of R.IlG. and
military, about eight in all, he intended to attack a
pay car which used to travel between Galbally and Kilfinane
but it came by e ARRD’? He asked several local men
to take part, some of whom did not know how to fire a
shotgun. The Column learned of his intention, and I,
as Adjutant of the Column, sent a dlapatch to Brigadier
Sedn Wall at Bruff to direct him not to undertake such

an gunterprise.

Our reason for appealing to the Brigadier was that
we thought any such enterprise should not be undertaken
at thet stage without having the men of the Column engaged

cn it, all of whom were then well armed.
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Ballinavreena, Kilfinane, County Limerick, was the
scene of an ambush undertaken by the East Limerick Flying
Coelumn, about early July I920,. A patrol of four police
left Kilfinane for Elton, a distance of four or five miles,
I was sleeping at home in Ballylanders at the time, and
Ned Tobin, another member of the Column, was with me.

A scout came from the Cush direction, informing us that
the patrol had passed. Ned Tobin, Tom Crawford, my
brother Feter, who was then very young, and myself

started off on bleycles with our rifles strapped to the
bleycles. We went as far as Glenbrohane. There we met
a few cars that took us on towards Balllnavreena Cross,
where we met several members of the Cush Company including
Davy Clancy, Paddy Hannigan, Paddy Slattery and several

others whom I cannot now remember.

We proceeded to a point just about -half-way between
Ballinavreena Cross and Elton. There we met a man who
was coming from Elton. We asked him had he seen any
Policemen on his way and he said they were just cﬁming

along.

We then took up positions at the side of the road,
scme on one slde and some on the other, near 0'Sullivans
,of Ballinahinch, The police being on bicycles very
quickly salled into the position. We blew a whistle and
called on them to surrender, They got off their bicycles.
No sbot, as far as I can remember, was fired except one
i that I myself Ifired at a policemsn who had a shotgun.

His neme was Mulvey and he was an R.I.C. man., I asked
him to put his rifle on the ground. Two of the R,I.C.
men ran away scared. Two surrendered. Subsequently
Davy Clancy went into 0'Sullivans' house and brought out
Corrigan, the constabls, who had a short Webley revolver.

Clancy took it from him. We collected the arms from the
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other members of the patrol, and then we proceeded to try
them. They were taken into a field just about one

hundred yards from the road, and lined up there.

Having got the policemen lined up behind a fence X
came along in disguise. I had the belt of a waterproof
coat across my face.' Y court-martialled them on the spot
and sald they should be sentenced to death as traitors to
their country, but I was prepared to let them go if they

would give me a guarantee that they would resign from the
R.I.C. They gave me that guarantee, but I subsequently
heard that when they got back to Kilfinane, the R.T.C.
station from which they started, they did not resign and
apparently had no intention of doing so,

I was subsequently charged, after being arrested in
October, 1920, with baving taken part in this ambush. (Cne
of the pollicemen, whose name was Olery, attended at the
courtmartial and recognised me., I was tried at the ﬁew
Barracks in Limerick, Sarsfield Barracks now, by &
courtmartial of three officers. I had been in Limerick
Jail for some time before the courtmartial took place.

About three or four weeks after my courtmartial, an
officer came to Limerick prison and asked for me. T was
taken to the office of the clerk of the prison. He read
cut the sentence or the courtmartial. He said, "™You have
been sentenced to IS5 years penal servitude™, I said to

him, "Is that all?® and he laughed.

In recording the story that goes before, you might come
to the conclusion that it was strange that two of four
pelice escaped out of an ambush position where there were
at least fourteen or fifteen men. At that particular time

we did not want to be severe on the police, and nobody
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fired nor was an order given to fire by me. Nobody fired on
any of tha police except myself. I fired over Mulvey's

head just to get him to drop his gun, But we knew at*any
rate that none of them could possibly escape so the thing

ended up very satisfactorily from our point of view. We
got, I think, a shotgun, 2 rifles (police carbines}, a

revolver, and whatever ammunltion they possessed,

The next operation, I believe was at Emly on I3th July,
I920. Most of the members of the Column were billeted in
Lackelly, about four miles away from Ballylanders and about

two miles from Lackelly. My brother Peter, the youngest
member of the family, who was subsequently on the great hunger-

gtrike in Cork with my brothers Jack Crowley and Michael
Crowley, he drove our pony and trap to Lackelly the night
before. I stayed in Ballylanders that night, and started

off for Lackelly in the morning. I arrived there I would aay
in or about eleven o'clock. The Column then proceeded through
the fields down to a double bank near Emly, within about a

mile of the town.

My brother Peter was sent to scout the village of Emly
and report back any police movements that might take place.
We expected a patrol to leave the town and go towards
Galbally. My brother came back, but previcusly we got
information that the police had passed up over the railway
line between Cork and Dublin and between EKnocklong and
Limerick junction. They passed along South, up tc a hill
not very far from the rallway station. We met & man coming
from Galbally, and we asked him if he had met any R.I.C. men
up the road, He stated that he had and that they were coming
back, so we immediately took up positions just alongside the
rallway station. We had men on the left-hand side inside
the fence, and we had men on the right. The extent of the

ambush position would have been just about one hundred yards.,

I think we had about ten or eleven members of the Column and
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a couple of locals. )

The Fatrul came back in extended formation. There
were about six soldiers and two police. They cama in
very extended formation, and a policeman and a suldigr were
firet into the ambush position. Jerry O'Callaghan of
Lackelly and myself were at the end naare;t the railway
gtation. When the patrol entered, the two first members

of 1t went towards the gate on the right-hand side and
somebody fired a shot. Those of the patrol who had not
come into the ambush position tried to break away, Four

soldiers went into a field near Burke's cottage, which was
about 80 or 90 yards from the road. Burkes lived in the
field. The seldlere started firing rapidly. Ve came

to the conclusion that they had a machine gun, sc Jerry

Callaghan and myself fired from the pier of Burke's cottage
after locating their position. We fired just one shot each
and one of the soldiers got wounded. Then they put up the

white flag and stood up. I stood on the fence and ordered
them to ground their rifles. They did not appear to dtes ©

understand the order that I gave them, so I repeated 1t,
"Ground rifles, eight paces forward, march". They
immediately grounded their rifles and marched eight paces

forward.

Then my brother Peter and some of the other members of

the Columm went into the field, collected the rifles, and we
found that one of the soldiers had been shot in the finger.
They were provided with Red Cross bandages and he was

immediately dressed. He was quite a young fellow, I would
say not more than I9 or I9% years of age. There was a man

with him who had a Mons Medal which he got for action during

the first World War. We put those into the cottage.
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I should have said also that when the first two canme

into position - the policeman and the soldier - the soldier

arrived right in front of where Jerry 0'Callaghan and myself
were. We asked him to surrender and he said, "Don't shoot,
Paddy”™. We agaln asked him to throw his rifle over the

fence, and he repeated, "Don't shoot". Jerry Callaghan
fired a shot out of a Hiﬁche;ter rifle over his head, and he
then threw his rifle into the field. We brought in the
policeman and the soldier. Then we captured four soldiers,
and there were atill two missing. TWe found that una_ut

them had made his way across country and had got back into
Emly. Emly is a very low=lying country in the Golden Vale.
The trenches there are very deep, and it would harehbﬂan
impoassible to detect a man escaping, 20 we got the Column
to search the ground round behind the road to the Weat, and
we called out on the police to surrender. Eventually we
left the position, cnmmandeefad two motor cars from Higgins'
Hotel in Emly, and two brothers named McGrath drove us with

the captured gune to John Crawford's premises in Main Street,
Ballylanders where we stayed for some time. ‘That night we

traneferred the guns from Crawford's place to the Catholic
Church and placed them underneath the floor of the choir.

The following evening we removed them and placed them in a

four-wheeled carriage drawn by a horse driven by Paddy Clery,
an employee of John Walsh, Ballylanders. We also had a

sidecar driven by Jack Olery of Ballylanders .

We proceeded to Ballylough, about four miles from
Mitchelstown, over the Cork-Limerick border. At that time

curfew was to be introduced. We did not understand what
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curfew meant, so we thought that by going over the border to

County Cork we could wait there and get reparte as to how
curfew was operating in East Limerick. Bast Limerick at

that time was the only part of Limerick County that was to

have curfew.

Having arrived at Ballylough, beyond a place called

Marshallstown, about eleven or twelve of the men of the
Column were billeted with local pecple; some stayed at
Edmond O'EKeeffe's in Ballylough, others at Jack Hurphy's,

some stayed at ﬁauae'a, and some were billeted in other

places.

We were there for a few days, and we had reports of a
patrol that used to leave Caherdreena Castle, outside
Mitchelstown; this patrol, a cycling patrol, used to go
every day to Eildorrery. We found, after our arrival
there, that this patrol was not travelling at all.

After being in B;llylnugh for ﬁgout three days, we

atarted off from there at about three or half-past three

one morning to a point wiithin about half a mile of

Eildorrery. We took up our position in an evacuated

labourer's cottage, just about one hundred yards away from

the PFuncheon River, over which a bridge came from one side
been
to the other. We had/informed by Tom Barry, the local

Commandant in Glgnworth, that a patrol of two police used
to go out ﬁy Rockmills and come Qound at one side of the
Puncheon, croes over thie bridge and go back into Kildorrery
We stayed there for many hours, but no patrol turned up.

The day was very wet, so in the afternoon we decided to

leave, and we went back through the fields again to
Ballylough to our billets.
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We afterwards got reports from East Limerick that it
was much easier for the Column to move in thq curfew area
in Bast Limerick than it had been before we left, 80 we
decided to return. We came back by Marshalletown, and we
got our men billeted in Pully, a few miles from Ballylanders.
¥We were there for a few days, and, as far as my recollection

goes, we went to scme other Company areas and within a

fortnight we returned to EKildorrery end billeted with our

old friends in Ballylough.

On 20th August 1920, Donnchadh Hannigan and myself left

Ballylough and went to Glanworth to meet the local
Conmandant, Tom Barry, who informed us that a patrol,
composed of aﬂout two police (R.I.n: gan! anﬁ four Black
and Tans, used to leave the R.I.C. barracks in Kildorrery
every morning. We toog up a pogition within a few hundred
yards of the wvillage. We met local employees of Kildorrery
Creamery who were going to work, and we warned them not to

say anything about what they had seen. We were there for
about two hours when men came along to work in the meadow

alongeide the road. We let the men into the mesdow and

told them to continue working, catting and saving hay.
Then we got word that the patrol were leaving Kildorrery.

They came on down the road, going South from the willlage.

We had on that occasion a nurse with us whose name was

0'SulLiyAN
Furse Z'Tiieco-i:. She was well qualified and she came

from Tipperary County. She made her headguarters in a

labourer's cottage. Nobody occupled 1t only arn old Fenian

'““'“h;ﬁnd his'wife. The Fenian®s wife got very perturbed on

seeing armed men around the place, 8o I asked her if she .



-54—
would like to go further down the road to a neighbour's

house, and we got her conveyed to the neighbour's house.
I then asked the old Penian if he would like tu_gu with

his wife, and he said no, that he was going to stay, and
he blew the bellows for the nurse boiling hot water with

which she sterilised her implements, and laid them all
out on the table. I told the nurse to keep the door
locked and that she should not open it except for somebodyz

voice that she knew. She locked the door.

Shortly afterwards the patrol arrived. Donnchadh
Hannigan blew tﬁu iﬁiﬂtla and called for the surrender of
the ?ans and R.I.C. and they immediately started to fire.
Phe Black and Pans started to fire automatically. The

R.I.C. men, as far as I could see, did not fire. The

battle opened and after a few minutes one of the Black
and Tana fell on the roadside. Another was badly wounded

in the arm., ‘They surrendered. We came out from behind
the fences and took their rifles and their ammunition.

We got the nurse to come out from the cottage, and she
immediately went and attended to the worst onme of the two

wounded. As a matter of fact they all had shotgun pelletk
but two of them had .303 bullet wounds. Hurse
U}Sullivan drepssed the man who had fallen down and who wat

- -

wounded in the thigh, and gave him an injection of morrhic

He woke up after the injection and he could not understanc
how it was that there was a Red Cross Nurse attendling
+0 him, but she said, "Don't worry. I am a qualified

Nurge and I w1l give you all the attention I can®™.
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Subsequently, I might say, it appeared in the "English

Nureing Mirror®™ that a Red Crosse Furse had heeﬁ present with
the rebels wheﬁ this attack was made on the patrol at
Kildorrery, and that it was a scandalous thing that any
qualified nuree ashould accompany rebels in their work of
destroying Crown forces. That article can be traced in the
"English Hursi;g Mirror®t,

After having attnnﬂedmto?ﬁha man.wyu was most seriounsly
wounded, Furse O0'Bullivan dressed the wound of another Black

and Tan who was shot through the arm. He complained to me
that one of our men had takem his Mons Medal, which he had

got for distinguiched service on the retreat from the battle

of Nons in the Great War. I told him not to worry sbout it,
that I would get it back, and asked him did he know who took

it.. He pald, "NHo, I could not recognise the man, but it was
one of your men®, 80 I blew the whistle snd saummoned the
Column. I said, "Some member of the Column has taken a Mons
Medal from this anidier over here, and I want to have that
Medal returned within five minutes to him"™., I then dismissed
the Column and took no further notice & the incident. I

went back to the Black and Tan after about five minutes and

asked him if he had got his Medal. He said he had got it

and he was profuse in his thanks.

We then left some bandages, iodine, etc., with the Black

and Tans who were not so seriously wounded and told them to
attend to their comrades and te send for a doctor immediately
to attend to the two men who were badly wounded, that we could

not afford to stay in the area very long. We then went into
the Penian'®s cottage and Hannigan and myself summarily tried
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was Clifford, but I cannot recollect what the name of the
other man was. We tried them there and then, and sentenced
them to death, but said that we would be prepared to commute

the sentence if they gave us a guarantee that they would

leave the R.I.C. This guarantee was forthcoming, so we took
them out on the road, ranged up the Column, sald goodbye to

the Black and Tans, left them behind and marched the two R.I.t
men further down the road to the South t&gi;;:;nol-hnnﬂe about

three or four hundred yarde away. We put them into the

school-house, told them we were putting a guard outside and
that they were not, under any circumstances, to attempt to
leave for at least an hour and a half. 0f course we left
no guard outside, but they stayed for the hour and a half
and then they returned to the barracks.

We procured a guide who took us as far as Puohys, and
one of the Puohys, outside Kildorrery, acted aaqguiﬂa and we
retired from Kildorrery.

There 1is a song very ?ull known in that part of the
country, called "Famous Kildorrery Town". In the course of
the song it is stated that "At the top of a hill, both naked
and chill, stands femous Kildorrery town". We had good
reason, when retreating from Iildqrrerr,_to knos that
Kildorrery was on top of a hill because from there gou could
survey the country all round. However, we got safely away,
but on nearing a bridge croesing the River Funcheon we had
to come out on the main road, which was not very far from
Castletownroche. VWe crossed the bridge, took to the fields

again immediately after crossing it, and, as we were going

up the firet field away from the road, a patrol of about
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fifty soldiers and two policemen appeared to converge on the

bridge from Castletownroche directilon. Davy Tobin and myself
were the last going up the field. We saw the others running.
They went rapldly, crossed over a fence and gave us the signal

to go down. We want down although we did not understand the

reason why we got the order, but on turning round gradually
on the ground we observed the police and soldiers on the bridge

where we had crossed only a few minutes before. We waited
for a signal to retreat, and when the signal was given to ua

we doubled, got over the fence and Joined our comrades at the

back of it. The military did not fire.

We then started retreating, and eventuslly arrived at a

place which I think is Killawillen, not very far from Eildorrer
I suppose about five miles, and we stayed there at John Jna‘

O'Sullivan®s, Eagles, and with several other people in the

place. The nurse accompanied us on this Journey all the way,
and she was carrying a Winchester rifle which belonged to

Ernie O'Malley. If it had been necessary for her to use it
she certalinly would have done so, becamse she was an eminently

brave and c¢lever girl,

Having retired to bed in our billets that night, we were

‘disturbed later by scouts of the local Company who said that

there were lorries coming. Hannigan and myself were ataying

in the same room in John Joe 0*Sullivan's, also a chap by the

name of George Lennon of Waterford, who was a D41l ILoan

collector in East Limerick subsequent to Sedn Stack and Toméds

-

Halone. The three of us leapt through the window, and went

out to the rear taking our clothes with us. The lorries
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passed on and we returned to bed. Lorries were flying

through from Castletownroche to Kildorrery during the night,
but we were not further disturbed.

On the féllnuing day we decided that we would come baci
to East Limerick, so we got local transport, horses and cﬁra,
and the Column proceeded down through Glenanaar, which was
made famous by Canon Sheehan's story. It is a very wild and

desolate country, and the houses there were very few. We

came to a house alongside the road, and on msking emquiries
as to whether any military or police had passed through on

cars or lorries that day, we found that the old man we were
guestioning was deaf. We were not sure whether he was
actually deaf or whether he pretended to bhe, bdut at eny rate
we could get no information from him, so we left him and we
proceeded down by the cross of Redchair. At Redchair I Fnok
the ;1115 from one of the members of the Column, Tom Howard,
w;o was eventually killed in the struggle, and told him to
proceed to Tully, Glenroe, and get arrangements made for the
billeting of the Column there that night. Tom Howard
reaanéed very mnné that he should be asked to do such a
aimple thing as act as message bearer for the Column and be
deprived of his rifle, but when I was speaking to him the
following morning he understood that 1t was a very essential
thing to send a reliable man.

We crossed through the country down to Glenrue. The

journey, I suppose, would have been sbout six or seven miles.
AMBROSE

Arriving there we called at an 0ld friend, Father Bob “abers,
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an old Fenian too. He recelved us in the Parochial House.

We had tea there and after that the members of the Column

’ AMBROSE

presented Pather Ambers with one of the bayonets that we had
captursd from the Tans at Eilldorrery. We made the

piaaantation of a .32 revolver to his Curate, Father Coleman.
We had a very jolly evening, and we stayed in the houses
locally in Glenrge on that particular night. Most of the

Column were billeted sround Ballyshane townland, and we

dumped the rifles in a.iay-barn.

The following morning, just as we were about to assembl:
and collect our rifles and equipment, a patrol of-police

came along from Kilfinasne to Glenroe. Pather Coleman got
word round to us that they were in the district, so as we

were coming scross the fields we just lay low and watched
the police wherever they went. They raided a few houses
locally, but apparently they did not get what they were
looking for. It peemed strange to us that they could pass

through the area and find nothing; we were in the immediate

district, but, of course we were far removed from where we

had the arms dumped.

when they retired, we quickly went to the hay-barn whers
the arme were. We collected them and moved off to some

other district.

While the Column was at Tankardstown, I went to Mass
to Kilﬁallocﬁ one Sunday morning. I think it was either
the 9th or I9th July, I920. Coming from the church after
Masse, I ;5t May Gn;ba - that would be Conway - who lived

in the town. She asked me did I hear anything and I asaid

no, She said, "Your home at Ballylanders was burned down

by G?uwn forces last night®., I asked about my mother and
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father, were they allright, and she sald there was nobody in

the house. I returned, after Mass, to Tankardstown, and

informed the Column.

Dr. O'Donnell called to Tankardstown a little later, and
after debating what was to be done, he offered to drive

Donnchadh O'*Hannigen, myself and some othera %o Ballylanders.

Having arrived, I found the house 8till smouldering.
My father and mother were in the village with my aunt, Mra.
Denis O'Grady. Her son, John, had noticed suspicious people

in the village the night before and gave warning %o my father
and mother, who then left and went across the gtreet to Mra.
0'Grady. !ha‘guilding was well burned ;ut when I arrived on
Sunday, but was 8till emouldering. My father saved some
account books and documents and took them from a safe on the

premises., We then returned to Pankardstown.

1 think it was a day or two afterwards that we attacked a

police and military patrol at Bruree.

On 28th or 29th July, with Mick Scanlon, who was &

National teacher im Eilmallock, but from Galbally, and a brothe.
to Jimmy Scanlon who tock part in the rescue of Hogan at
Knocklong, I went to Kilfinene and atayed in the house of Mre.
O'R;urka in the Majin Street. After ;rriving there, we were
agkad if the Gnlu;n would take charge of Gemeral Lucas, that he
was to be brought to David Condon's in Ballinamina. I sald

that the Column could not do that kind of work, that it was a
job for the local Company. The house he was being brought to
was a very fine farmer's place about a mile and a half from

Eilfinane and North of the town.
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The following morning after awakening, Mrs. O'Rourke's

daughter, Kathleen, brought the newspaper to our bedroom

and pald that General ILucas had escaped. He was in a

farmerts house between Herbertstown and Limerick and sbout

one hundred yards from the main road North-East of the

former. Apparently he had made his way across the fields
to Pallasgreen police barracks and when being escorted to
Pipperary military barracks later, the escort ran into an

ambush.

Some time in August, 1920, East Limerick Column were
ataying in Ballycahill, aﬁaut a mile and a half South of
Hoépital, at Teresa Crowe's, Hanley's, another family of
Crowes, Riorden's and Gasér'a, when-a diepatch came from
Liam Hayes, Kil%eely, to ha;e the Golqmn move on to that
place for an ambush at Ballinamona, about two miles

North-East of Hospital.

The Column mobilised and moved off that night, led by
Jim O'Brien of Lizzard, Galbally, across the fields, and

later arrived at Liam Hayes' house.

I might mention that Liam Hayes was subsequently

Major General Hayes, Adjutant General of the National Army.

I ra;d all the Intelligence reports for the previous
week and learned from them thgt every day two or three
military lorries travelled from Pallasgreen barracks, the
D.I.'s headgquarters for Eaast Lim;rick ares. There was

another D.I. at Bruff in Esst Limerick.

. ;-
The Column were dispersed to their billets at a late

hour and we were on the march to Ballinamons at about

four o'clock the following morning.
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Donnchadh O'Hannigan, Tomds Malone, myself and the usual
members of the unit, as well as members of the Kilteely
Company in charge of Liam Hayes, took up positions on the

main Hospltal to Limerick and Pallasgreen road, sbout a mile
and a half from the former and convenient to Ballinamona

cross. A car with a ladder attached was placed at a

gateway in charge of Tomds Malone, who had a sword as well

ag a piatol.

We walted there for many hours. Ho enemy troops camse,
except one sorldier on a ﬁicycla and in uniform but not armed.
He was permitted to travel on, and wﬁan ﬁe arrived near the
gateway Toméds Malone went out and gave hi; "hands up", raisin
his sword. The soldier fell on to the rna&. On being
a;arahad, he was found to have a dispatch from the 0.C.,

Pallasgreen, to the 0.C., Hospital, which was of no

consequence. He had aleo twenty Verey Light cartridges.

Incidentally we had received a dispatch a few days before
from Sedn Wall, the Brigadier, which stated that he hed had

a dispatch from Michael Collins at headgquarters asking for

some Verey Lights that were urgently requiied by them.
We dispatched the twenty Verey Lighte captured from the

goldier to the Brigadier to fulfil this demand.

We s8tayed in the ambush position until a late hour in
the afternoon and it was then decided to withdraw. We were
afraid, so many people having passed during the day, that we

could stay too long. We packed up and marched to Ballygremar

near Bruff that evening, and passed through Madam 0'Grady's

demesne at Eilballyowen.
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Father Dick McCarthy, the Catholic Curate of Kilmallock,

who later was a Chaplain in the Hational Army, was available

that day near the ambush position in case his services would

be .required.

1 thini it was late in September or early October, 1920,
that the Active Service E;lumn w;a demobilised. It was
decided that we wonld take a reat for a pericd of two or three
weeks, I am satisfied now that this was a mistake, but I

was not then. A brick-lined underground magazine was bunilt

in an out-house at a farmer's house about two miles South of

Eilfinane at Thomastown. Denis Nunan, s member of the Column,

lived in the house but it was not his property. All the arms
we had, except small pieces, were placed in the dump, and the

Column dispersed., 1 think I and some others went to Lyons's

and Lee's of Pully.

Some short time atternarda Toméds HﬁLnna, David Cremens,
Donnchadh D'Hannigan and mraalf. and I think.rathar Dick
McCarthy, were driven by Tomés Malone in a car to Cork city,

where we stayed with a brother of Toméds Malone,named Séamus,

in Douglas Street.

My brothers, Peter Crowley and Jack, with Michael 0'Reilly
and Christopher Upton, all from Ballylsnders, were then on

hunger-strike in Cork prison.

I think it was on the following day that .-I was given a
suit of clerical clothes belonging to the Rev. Father Duggan,
who was Chaplain to Cork prison, and late in the evening I

walked, in my clerical garb, up Washington Street, accompanied
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by MéAire Malone, Tomés's sister, and my sister Bridie and

some others to the prison gate. . I met my mother at the

gate and went inside, giving my name as Father Paddy Lyons,

When admitted, there was a British military officer

inside between the two gates. I also saw a warder there

whose name was (O'Shea, from Cahireciveen, who wae in

Limerick prison when I was a prisoner there over three years

before. He it was who took me in charge and led me through
the Iinner gate and around a rather dark thoroughfare to the
prison hospital. Dp the way he asked me how I was. I

did not think he would have recognised me, as when he came
to Limerick jall as a warder in I9I7 I had about six weeks!®
growth of beard. He was thoroughly reliable and a good

Irishman. He had edmired the strikers for their great
determination, and was of great assistance to them while

the strike lasted.

Each hunger-striker was in a separate cell, and their

doors were left open. My brother Jaock, Michael 0'Reilly anc

Christopher Upton appeared to me to be much less wasted

then my brother Peter. Of course, Peter was the youngeat

on atrike. There were two nuns attending them.

After being with Peter for some time I came back again
to see Jack, and then a warder came in and eaid, "Peter has
got a change®, I assumed that the excitement of‘aeeing me
had not dunﬂ‘him any good, but he rallied again after about

four or five minutes.
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After saying goodbye to the hunger-strikers, somebody

came into the hospital and hurried me away. When I got
outside the gate I was put on a allde-car and rushed away

back to Douglas Street. I did not understand the reason

for this, but there must have been some good reason.

I think it was the following day that Pather Dick

McCarthy and myself celled to the office of Frank Daly,
manager of Sutton's, Ltd., Grand Parade, Cork. TPrank

had a civilian suit of clothes ready in the office for
FPather Dick nn; he uhan;eé into them at once, I think it
was NMick Scanlon anﬂ.ny;elf who then took Father Dick's
cases to the docks, where a Moore and Hccor;aak liner was
berthed. Pather HcCarthy was to travel to Amaric; on

this boat as a steward. This had been arranged by Frank

Daly.

Pather Dick had an American magazine explaining all

about the Thompson sub-machine gun, which it illustrated,

and which we learned of for the first time, and he said
that he would arrange the purchase of some in America’

when he arrived.

Having bade farewell to our passenger, we returned
to Douglas Street, an& Mick Scanlon (a brother of Jimmy
who took part in the release of Hogan at Knocklong) and
myself went to Glanmire etation and booked for Kilmallock.

Having arrived there safely we went directly to
Quinlivan's of Leurencetown, between Kilmallock anrd

Kilfinane, and stayed together that night in Mr. Quinlivans
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house. The following day we left there and went to Mrs,.

Burke's of Laurencetown, and from there to John Kearney's of

Tiermore, Kilmallock. We returned to Mrs. Burke's later that
night. She was living in this house with her brother, two

daughters and a niece.

We were talking to the people of the house in the parlour
later, and the house-dog out in the yard gave a bit of an
alarm. Scanlon and myself prepared to leave by the back
window, but Mrs. Burke said that it was proﬁahly some of the
local lads coming.in. Ev;ntuallr we found that the police
and military from Kilmallock were there. Scanlon and myéelf
were going to get out the back window when we got the order
to get back or they would shoot. We then saw that the game
was ups. We scrambled into bed in case it might be juat an
accidental call. fThe police and the military entered. We
got up and were taken out along a boreen, I suppose about half
a mile 19ng, t0 where the lorries were on the main road between
KEilfinane and Kilmallock. Ve were taken into Ashill Towers,

which were then occupied by the military in Kilmallock town.

The date of my arrest was I9th October, I920 ,

Having been put into the guard-room, the officer, whose

name I remember was Kellegher, treated us very badly. He

ordered the gunard to tie wire round Scanlon®s wrist. They
had only one pair of hand-cuffs, and those were put on me

behind my back. My two feet were tied with wire. Another
chap named Peter Quinlan, who was captured before they arrived
at Burke's house, was also made a prisoner. They did not tie

him up as they did Scanlon and myself.
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When they had secured us we were thrown into a lavatory

where we were left all night. The following morning when

the guard was being changed, the soldier or corporal in
charge of the oncoming guard asked who tied us up like that,
and we sald that the guard that had been there when we came

in the previous night had tied us up, so he ordered the other

soldiers to take off the handcuffs and the wire. off our feet

ahd hands. He then ordered the soldiers to bring us some
tea and dbread and butter. After some time the officer

came in and told me to get ready, that I was going for

identification.

I bad, when arrested, given my name jfas William O'Grady,
Ballylandera, who was & National Teacher and a first cousin
of mine. At Burke's the night before I understood thﬁt
Sergeant Haguire nf-xilﬁnllock, who Iﬂ; for a considerable

time in Ballylanders barracks, was there, but he did not

come forward to identify me.

I was put into a motor car, a Pord car which had a body
built by G'G;rmnn'a of Clonmel. I was put sitting in the
back seat nn& a aéldiar came along and threw his. revolver in
beside mes I could see that it was not loaded. He jumped
in after me and the driver drove off to Kilfinane to have

me identified.

Arriving at Kilfinane R.X.C. barracks I was taken into
the day-room and Sergeant Kennedy who had been in Galbally
was asked by the officer if he knew me and he said he did.
He said, "He 1s Timmy Crowley of Ballylanders®. I said,
"Are you sure?" ;nd he said, "0f c;urse I'm sure. Didn't I

buy a pair of shoes in the shop from you about 6 weeks agu;"
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The officer then asked me did I still state that I was
William O'Grady and I sald no. I said, "My name is Crowley".
That being done, I was put into a cell and left for about

an hour and a half, and some kind people in the town bmought

me some food.

Euhéequently a small C?usalay tender arrived from
Kilmallock with what I recognised were Black and Tans and
some soldiers. I was tsken ;ack in the car to Eilmallock,
and when I arrived outside Ashill Fowers I s;m Mick Scanlon
in enother lorry - a large Grnésley tender.,

We started off then for Limerick Prison, and when we

arrived at Bruff, the tender in which I was stayed there and

I was transferred to the lorry in which my friend.. Mick

Scanlon was travelling. He was up at the front of the lorry

and I was at the rear, so I had no opportunity of having

any word with him. We got a puncture within about &dx miles

of Limerick and we were taken out on to the road and kept

separate, ‘When the puncture was mended we were put back
into the lorry, pretty much as we had been, and eventually
drove through to Limerick, passing a horse fair which was
at the‘tnp of the town, in William Street. We made élow

progress going down through the town, but eventually we

arrived outaide William Street barracks.

I, being at the tail of the lorry, was off first. I

had a pair of hand-cuffs on me - the only palr they had at
Ashll]l Towers. No hand-cuffs were on Mick Scanlon, 20 he

was pretty free. I stood waiting for Scanlon to get off,
and when he came to the back of the lorry he jumped to the

ground and ran. He proceeded up Eittle Catherine Street
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and turned to his right, the soldiers firing rapidly after him

I could see, however, that he was not hit before he got into
Thomas Street. A soldier or an officer, I forget which,
came up to me, put a revolver to my head and told me to get

inside. This was after I had seen Scanlon escaping.

I was put into a dirty cell in the barracks and left

there all night. ‘fThere was no light in this room, and
there was a lavatory there which stank. Being tired, I lay

down. I found a policeman®s coat in the dark which I put

over me.

Jome couple of hours later, a man was put into the cell.
He kicked up an awful furore. He started kicking the door
and shouting to be let home to his wife and family. I

told him %o keep quiet. He did not keep quiet, and then a
policeman or a Black and Tan came along ocutside the door and
told him to stop making noise. He sald he wanted to get

home to his wife and family, and the policeman said, "If you

don't keep guiet I'11 go-into you and I'll give you what
ruu;ra looking for®". After that the man quietened down.
He came over to wh;re I was and started feeling around and

said, "Who is that?", I said, "Isn't it equal to you who

I am. Can't you lie down there and be quiet?" He eaid,

*Who are you?" and I said, "Can't you lie down there and be
quiet?". He sald, "You are a Peeler," and I said, "I'm not

a Peeler. I am a prisoner the same as yourself",

Then i1t seemed to dawn on him that he knew my voice and
he said, "Aren't you Tadhg Crowley?", and I said, "I am.
Lie down ;here and be quiet". He said, “Don't yuﬁ know me?

I am Owen Coll®™, He was working in the County Council office

He lay down quietly and we talked as low as we could,
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Eventually we went asleep.

The following morning the policeman came in and told
Coll that he could go home. He had a scarf on him which
had been knitted by his wife. It was w£a¢ he called a
Volunteer sgarf at the time - grey-green, the same colour
as the Volunteer uniform. This he gave to me and told me

I would want it. He was then discharged.

Some people, I think it was Fitgpatricks, near the
barracks, sent me in breakfast, and after some time I was
told to get rea@r. I went out and was put into a lorry.
A 1;rga number of people had assembled outside the barracks
and they shouted, "Up the rebels" and so forth. Sergeant

Horan, an R.I.C. sergeant and a famous character in Limerick

immediately told the police to disperae the crowds, so the

crowdes went helter-skelter in front of the charge.

When the police returned after charging the cro?d, the

lorry proceeded and landed me up in Limerick jail.

While in Limerick jeil - I think it would be about the
month of December -~ looking out of my cell one day through
a spy-hole, I noticed a large number of prisoners, I should
say about eighty or ninety, being brought in from a dance

that had been held at Cahirguillemore House, neer Bruff in
East Limerick. The military and police apparently got to

know that this dance was being held and they came alcng
that night. Ev;n though great precautions were taken and
a watch was being kept by the guard that was put over the
prlace, those at the dance were surprised by the military

and police, who came there in great force. Martin Conway,
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a friend of mine with whom I went to Rockwell College, was In
charge of the local Company, and had made arrangements for
the protection of the people at the dance. In the course of
the firing, he and I think some other one of the Volunteers
were shot. Martin was fatally wounded and died in a short
time. Then the Crown forces closed in on the house where
the dance was being held. They tore away staves of the
stair-cases and used them as bludgeons, with the result that
practically every prisoner who came inteo the jail was

bandaged,

Robert Ryan of Loughgur, presently T.D. for East
Limerick, who was a great friend of mine, was shot through
the top of one lung. He survived and I am glad that he is

gt1ll alive to tell of hie experiences.

I am not sure whether I had been court-martialled at

that time, but I think T had.

I was taken one day from the prison to the New Barracks,
as they were called then, now Sarsfield Barracks. There
were three officers at the court-martial. A policeman
named Mulvey was the only witness that was brought to bear
witness against me. He made his case and stated that he had
recognised me on the occasion of the ambush at Ballinahinech
when we disarmed four police from Kilfinane. The court-martial
did not hold for very long, and eventually I was brought back
again to Limerick prison. I think 1t was some time early in
January, at least it was after January lst anyway, K when my pals
Tom Murphy and David Tobin had been shot in Glenbrohane by
Ccrown forces. An ofTicer éama to the prison one day and
announced my sentence. He said, "You have been found guilty of

an attack on His Majesty's Forces and you have been sentenced
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to fifteen years' penal servitude". I said, "Is that all?n

and he laughed. He sald was I not satisfled that I had

got enough.

I think it was some time in January, 1921, a couple of
weeks after Tom Murphy and Davy Tobin being shot, that about

I6 or I7 other prisoners and myself were taken from Limerick

prison with an escort of - I am not sure whether it was two

armoured cars, but there was certainly one armoured cer and
geveral lorries of Black and Tans. Those had come from

Dublin that morning with a number of bomb-preoof lorries

which they called cages, and after delivering them we were

put on board the lorries and taken by road to Mount joy

FPrison in Dublin.

I think we were only about four days in Mountjoy when

we were shifted in a sloop of war to England.

T might mention that when I was in Mountjoy I one dey
b5 ;

met Ned of Duntreleague, Galbally, and Paddy Meber,
both of whom were tried, I think, first in Dublin and then
in Armagh, charged with being participants in the attack
on the R.I.C. at EKnocklong when Sedn Hogan was taken from
an R.I.C. escort and two policemen killed. Poley and Haher
gseemed to be under the impression that there was no hope

for them, and I tried to satiafy them that when they had not
been executed already there was no fear that it would happen

now, but they sald they were prepared to go. They offered

me“cigarettea, of which I had plenty at the time.
Eventuelly I said good-bye to them, and did not hear about

them until many months efterwards when they were executed.
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I might mention that Hed Poley took part in the attack
on the train at Enocklong, but that Paddy Maher had no

knowledge of the event at all, and he was not present.

I should have mentioned that there were about aixty or
seventy primoners altogether from different parts of the

country. Some were not penal servitude prisoners, but a
good many of them were. Before we were shifted to the boat,

Auxiliaries came around the prison yard and they searched
between the lines of prisomers looking for somebody. A

man was standing alongeide me. Hie name was Joe Murphy of
Cork. He was pentenced to penal servitude for having
thrown bombs at a lorry in Douglas Street in Cork. 1

sansed danger and came to the conclusion that it was Murphy
they were looking for, so I took off the ascarf which I had

got in William Street barracks in Limerick from Owen Coll and
I gave it to Murphy, telling hi; to put it round his neck.
Then I gave him my hat and I took hias cap.

rhe Auxili;riea went round between the lines of
prisoners on several occasionsa, but apparently they could
not recognise their man., Hurphy gave a false name.

Afterwards in Dartmoor he was satiefied that only that I
gave him the scarf on that night and the hat which I was

wearing, he would have been detected. VWell, he lived

along with uns and was released from Dartmoor at the same

time as myself after the Truce.

T should have stated that 1t was to Portland Prison we
were taken, We arrived in Portland Bill and were marched

up the hill into the prisen., On arrival we were issued S

with prison garb and our fingerprints taken.



L )

-T4-

I might also mention that when we arrived there, Robert
Barton was in a separate cell doing punishment, and up to the

time of his release, before the signing of the Treaty, 1

had never met him in the ﬁriaun. Sedn Hayes of West Cork

was released from Portland about the same tima.

After being in Portland for about five months I would
say, probably in June I92I, we heard a rumour that Portland
was to be turned into a Borstal Institution for boys and
that we were t0 be shifted to some apher prison. TWe had

a Commandant in Portland whose name was Charlie Somers; I

think he is at present working as a Civil Servant in the

Department of Industry and Commerce, Dublin, a brother to

Miss Somers who was Secretary of the Irish Industrial

Development Assoclation, when it was rumoured that we were
to be transferred. It was said that we would have to go

in chains and in prison clothes. Somers went to see the
Governor on this matter, and told him that under any
circumstances we would not agree to be transferred in prison

garb and tied to chains. A compromise was made, however,

and we were allowed to wear our own clothes, and we would,

the Governor said, be hand-cuffed in pairs.

On the day that we evacuated the prison, we were marched
qﬁwn the hill down to Portland Bill, and we were put on
board the Buper Dreadnought "Valiant®". Qur men when they
gsaw the guns, and we got plenty opportunity of seeing them,
came to the conclusion that in fighting England we were

fighting a lost causse. I remember saying that after all
if a person had a rifle or a revolver inland those ships

could do them no harn.
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We were taken on the "VTeliant®™ to the harbour at
Plymouth, at which the "Valiant®™ put in and discharged us.

We were put on & train and taken up through the moors to

Princetown where the prison was.

We were then changed back to our prison garb again.
We had agitationa there for political treatment, and vaéeu

were taken as to whether we would go on hunger-sirike or not

About this time Charlie Somers went to aee the

Governor, and wrote me a note before he went to see him,

Our comrades who were in for setting fire to docks in
London, Liverpool nmﬂ_uther places went on hunger-strike
that morning, Somers said it was possible that when he
would go to see the Governor he would not be allowed back

again, and he directed me to carry on in case that he was
shifted to some other prison.

1 immediately took over and held an election. I was
appointed Commandant of all the prisoners - I think there
were about 267. I appointed two Vice Commandants, one of
them Charlie Ryan, who was a post office official in Belfast,
and the othar_ﬁeurge Bingham of Dublin. Any matter on
which I should have to go to see the Governor, one of these

went to see him instead, the idea being that if action would

be taken against the man who went to see the Governmor as the
Commandant, the prisoners would not be left without the
Commandant, who would still remain. It was kept secret

who the Commandant actually was; as a matter of fact, up
to the day that the firat batch of prisoners left Dartmoor
in January, 1922, the prison authorities had no idea until

then who had been in charge for the past five or six months.



I might state that during the whole time that we were in
prison, both in Dartmoor and in Portland, we were not
permitted to talk to one another, and fary often when caught
spesking to one another, three days solitary confinement on
a bread and water diet was the punishment, which happened to

most prisoners repeatedly.

On the day we were leaving Dartmoor in January, I%92R, we
drilled the boye in sections inside in the hall from which we
left. The prisoners left in three different batches.
¢ee 2 L Ruyp, Prisoners from Bruff went the first day,
another group went on the second day and we went on the third
day. I put one man in chgrge of each batch, and I took
charge of the final batch myself.

We lined up in the prison yard, and I drilled the number
of men I had - which was about sixty or seventy I would say.
Having brought them to attention, I then addressed the_
Governor and the Deputy Governor, who was a son a!mrd French,
and told them that, on behalf of the Irish Republican Army, we
protested against our comrades who had besn arrested in
England being detained and not being liberated the same as we

were, on the same day.. I then gave the order, "Irish
Republican Army, atand at ease", and then "Attend. Move to

the right in foursa". "Form foura". "Right". We marched

to attention out tﬁrough the town of Princatowﬁ, and eventually
arrived at the railway station where we went on board a train
and were taken down to Plymouth, where we got a great reception
from the Irish people in that tosm.

Signed ~adils Borniti,
- »
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