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152 Soringfield Road, Belfast.

I joined the Volunteers late in 1617. The comp.that I
joined later became "D" Company, lsi 3attalion, Belfast
Brigade. when I joined, the Comg Q.C. was Liam Gaynor,
Later Joe HcGee became Company C.C. I beceme Company 0.C.

in early 1921.

In the years 1617, 1618 and 1919, Veolunteer activities
were generally training in the use of arms, lectures and

manoeuvres in the country.

Tne first activity of an active ndlaitary nature was ithe
burning of the Income Tax offices, Queen's Sguare, Eeliast,

t/e nad Yolunteers working in thig office, and after officc

hours, through these Volunteers,we were able to gain

admission. ¥Wle overpowered the caretaker. Ve adirinistered
enloroform Lo this unfortunste man and tied haim u». 1t was
moet forlunate Lhat he was nct suffocated or burned, 411

the papers and documents in the office were collected 1in

trays and turned in the building.

Ths most important activaty I was engaged in was the
FTogrom, which commenced about the 16th July, 1920, and
caused a siriuation thet crevented bolh Hationalists ond
Unioniste Trom takaing vart in their usual working-day
activities. The Maiionalisbts were attacked at their work
in the shapbuildang yards in Queen's Island. Men were
itnroen into the docks, Such institutions as the Great
Worihern Railways' workshops and engineallng WOTrKS,
foundries, rope werks and bakeries where Fationalists were

employed were also afTected. In the spinning mills in both
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Mationalist and Orance areas the MNaticnalists were pul out
of" the mills. This whelesale system of victimizgation was
tolerated and encouraged by the Royal Irish Constabulary
authorities. The Ulster Volunleers made atbempts to invade
Nationmlist areas in order to carry out a campaign of
disrupiion of the eiiy transport services, and the burning
of Catholic people's houses. These efforts on Mationalist
areas were made by young men using firesrms. It pecame an
essential part of I.R.A. ﬁolicy in the ecibty of Beifast to
atlack these armed Ulsler Veolunteers when engeged on raids

into Fationalist areas.

I can remember when the situation in my district became
crirtical and the need for direct action egainst armed mobs
became urgent, I decided to use the men under wy contrcl in
resisting with arms the attacks made on our district. I
sent word to Roger WeCorley that I was taking armed action.
On receipt of this message, Rogel came along to approve ol
such action. He found that we had gone inte action, and he

remained with us and took a perscnal part in the fighting.
I was wounded in the eye on the 1l6th or 17th July, 1920.

From this time onwards it became necessary in our
Company area to have a column of sixteen men under a Company
Officer (I was in charge) to be on armed duty night and day.
vie found that this unit could aiford fairly good proteeciicn
to the Maticnalist portions of our Company area. The type
of attack made by Ulster Volunteers on MNalaionalist districts
was to invade a neighbouring Mationalist area, ourn houses
and shoot up the inhabitants. Cur Job was to prevent all
Crange penetrations, and to make i1t extremely costly to those
who attempted such invasions. This type of activity,
skirmishing for advantage, attack and counter attack, was a
da1ly and nightly occurrence in some of the ity areas.

The ordinary Nationalist eivilian did not take an active

il
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par£ in these attacks. These people, however, made their
houses availaple tc the I.R.A, and helped us in every way
possible. They fed us and made every possivle provision
for our comfort. The I.R.4, drd their own scoutaing in each
Company area; about twenty I.R.A. men were duily detailed
fcr unarmed scout wori. These men uced electric torches,
which would show light in three different colours to enable
them, whilst under cover and acting as civilisns, to inform
us o the approach of the enemy raiding partires. A code
was arranged for use of the cﬂlqued lights to give us
particular inforaaticn as to the enemy personnel and their
melhods of approach. ¥or instance, the lights could tell
us if the enemy forces were milaitary, ®R.I.C., or meﬁ

recognised as the Murder Gang, how they were travelling, etc.

When curfow was imposed in 2elfast about the end of
July, 1920, the Murder Gang started Lo cperate. The men
who formed this gang soon become known, &nd their usual
system of working was ag Tollows. vwhen curfew was imposed,
no Wationalists were allowed on the streets after curfew
hour, and as the military and police had control, it was an
easy matter for tne Murder Gang, which in all cases vwas
composed of R.I.C. or, later, Specials in uniform, to move
about Aand select their victams. The alter curfew activitres
by R.I.C. and others, included raiding for and arresting

active I.R.A. oren and known Republicans.

The firsl shootings carried out by the MurﬁerlGang were
Wed Trodden, John Gaynor and Lhe Dulfin brothers. When
these shgotings took place we realised thatl these tacties, if
continued unvunished, would smash the morale of our men, and
we took the rfollowing steps to put an end to it. iie
selected eight picked men from each Comgany in tne 'Fatialion

|
- 32 men in all - to operate & day column of 16 men and &
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night column of 106 men. Theze men were assisled by about
2L pickets, who were provided with elecbric torches to give
warning of the approach of the enewy inte a district. I

took charge of Lhis A.S.1U,

Cur first engagement with a raiding or umurder Tang was
1in pPalaclava Street acainst a wixed [orce of miirtary and
nolice, who cam2 1nlo the area in motor lenders ard

digmounted for the apparent vpurwvose of raiding and shooting

up the area. We ambushed them about 4 a.m, after they had
dismounted Troa their tenders. The engagement lasted about
twenty nanutes, There were Tour fatal casualties on the

enemy side. The I.R.s. sulTered no casualties.

-

In olanning attaecks on Crown Forces, we always had to
provide for the swift ond safe dumping of our arms, as 500N
as voszible after tne firing stopged, and getting away from
the vieinity of the operation as scon as gossible. In a
e¢1ty like Belfast, wath generally about 7C% of the population
actively against us, cur success in an operation depended on

hard hitting and a aquick getaway.

ps an 1llustration, in an overation in Springfield Road,
it took three weeks careful checking and amending of plans

wse plareidt 5 SRk
vefore we had the plans right. This varticular tender, came

1
only on a Yednesday, as an escort on the pay of Special
Constabulary who were engaged working at the extending cf the
City Cemetery. The car venerally travelled at about sixty
miles per hour, and the speed of the car necessitated our
being only about saix yards distant when ve opened fire, to
ensure hitting the Larget. The question of a retreat 1in
this hostile area made the carrying out of tlhe operation

one for a particular spot, as, 1T it waz carried out at any

other place, our chances of gelting away would be poor, At
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L4 p.m. the tender would be on Springfield Road, and the
attack had bo be exactly Lo time in lhe exact position, where
we could make a successTul and secret getaway to the house

where it was arranged to dump ocur arms.

In another operation, a tender with 15 Soscial
Constabulary came into Sprangfield Road area and were
dttacked cn Spraingfield Road. In this operation the siteck
had to be made on the moving lLender. There were twelve men
armed with hand prenades posted avout fifty yards from the
rifle men. The grenade men came first into cecntact with
the men in the tender, and used their hand grenades.
Unfortunately only one grenade exploded and 1t effected no
damage. The tender came along to us, rifle men, and we
opened fire at about six yards range, and at about Tifty
vards past our positicn the ternder ran into a hedge. Some
of" the men i1in the tender dismounted and engaged us. Ls they
outnumbered us, we were forced to take to iLhe fields, and we
fought a rearguard action in cur retreat across country.
ynen portion of the crew of ihe tender were engaging us, the
remainder of the men in tne tender, about ten 1n all, were
driven to the hospital to have wounds attended to. in this
affair the I.R.A. had no ecasualties. During tlie fight in
the fields, which lasted about thirty mainutes, the enemy

suffered a few casualties.

Alter this engagement we had to "dump" our rifles, &s
the area to which we were [orced to retreat was complelely
surrcunded when we arrived in 1t, by uniformed and
un-uniformed armed men. We could not hove to get through
{he ceordons placed around the area encunbered with our
rifles and we were forced to dump them in u house 1n the
spurrounded ared. in each area where activities wWere likely

to happen, we had a number of friendly houses where arrs
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could be safely dumped in prepared receptacles, the detection

of whieh in a raid was most unlikely.

In the year 1921 picked men from each Battalion were
organised into a Erigade Active Service ﬁnit. This unat is
not to be confused with the first umii (%attalicn) formed.
The Brigade unit was composed of 21 men épeclally selected
for full taime service and were paid a weékly salary. This
unit's duty was to deal with ihe murder gang, to carry out
reprisals where considered necessary Tollowing murders of
rRepublicans. The unit's duty also was to destroy all
buildings about to be oceuvied as barracks or block-housss

by ihe Arny or the police {orce. I was a menber of both

the pattalion and Brigade Active Service Units,

among the operations carried out by the
4.5.U. were the followaing: burning of the premises of
Adame, Printers, King Street (this firm was doing Government
and British army work), the Clonard picture house and the ‘
Taveli gpicture house. These buildings were about tc be
occupred by military. "here were 2lso a couple ol other
large bulldings burned. There was an atiempl made to ovurn
the Ulster Hall; an this operation the A.S.U. Lad a narrow
escape, as we found ourselves surrounded by about 300 armed
and uniformed men, who apgparently had got suspicious for
S0re reascn. We were able Lo get away secretly, and we

brought away with us all the evidence that we were on the Job

The next overation I shall describe 1s one in whiech the
Battalion 4.5.U. btook pert with other Battalion men, It s
kncwn as the =Reglan Streel anbusi The operation was
carried out as a result of anformation which we received
from friendly E.I.C. sources, to the cffect that a tender-

jo0sd of R.T.C., whose reputation was generally bad and who
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were regarded by other decent 2,I.C, men as a murder gang,
were to reid No. 3 and Mo. 3% Peglen Street - my home and a
Dnvisional CLFicer's home. Je were informed cof the night
and the hour that Lhe rairding perty were to come; and we had
time to make ample prepuratron for the attack. we vere
wairting in a favourable position for attack when the tender
camwe along witn ten men in 1t. we attacked 1t and our
ovening fire killed the draver. This vroughl tne tender to
a standstaill, The police put up 8 stiff Cfight, wnich lasted
for about thirty minutes, until all the police in the tender
were killed. We then proceeded to collect their arms, and
when engaged in this, about 300 military and police arrived

in the area and completely surrounded us on three sides.

This unlocked for complicatron mearly prevented us
carrying out our plans for retreating from the ambush
vesition in a certaln direction. By a stroke of good luck,
the line of retreat was not covered by the wilatary or

volice, &nd we all got away unhurt, with the exception of

myself. we had to engage in a rearguard action, wnich
lagted for about U5 minutes. Gur line of retreat led us
through houses and across backyard walls. tJe might, Tor

instance, get into a house on a certain street, inlo and
seross 1ts backyard, into the backyard of a house at its
rear and come out on another street, If our positron 1in
the next streel becanme critical we weuld probably have to
eross a number of backyard walls until we came to a more

favourable position to cross the street.

I got my injury in this operation in the following
manner. I was crossing 2 high wall with a rafle in my
hand and I gripped a water spouting in order to swing off
the wall. The spcuting came away with me Trom 1ts

fasteninge and I fell into a yard and came down on the hand

[
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with which I was holdinz the rifle. I broke my wrist 1in

two places and sufTered excruciating pain.

After this particular operation I could not safely go
to a Nationalist Hospital such as the Heter. Cn the
following day asbout 4 p.m, I went to a Unionist Hospilal
under an assumed name and pave my age as differenl from my

actual age. I received Hospital treatment there.

In night operations in the city such as the one I have
last described, we found 1t desirable to have all the street
lighting near where an attack was planned put out, but to
have one lamp alight at the actual site of the operation.
This worked out most satisfactorily in the Reglan Street
fight, as the tender became imaobilised in a position where
we could use our hand-grenades from upstair windows
overlooking the tender. I a1 mentioning this to show how

carefully and perhaps meticulously we made our plans.

Another overation I carried out 1n charge of the
Battalion 4.5.U. was the shooting of the horses of the Army
Pemount Denot. This shooting took place when the horses
were being conveyed from the Great Worthern Failway 1o
various barracks in lhe caty. This operation was most
distasteful to our men. They did not religh carrying the

war bo the dumb animal kingdom.

On the 5th or 6th May, 1921, I mobilised my Comgany for
ihe job of destroying three military lorries which came one
day each week to Hughes and Dickson's NMill, Divis Street,
Tor loads of flour which were taken to Victoria Barracxs

direct from the mill. With each lorry were three soldiers.

in order Lo orovide against all fTorecastable danger of
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surprise, I mobilised thirty men for this coperation. There
were seven televhones in Lhe mill, one on each floor. I put
an armed man at each teiephone. There were four gateways
leading from the mll, and I placed a man at each. There
were three points in the vicinity of the mill, where police
vatrols were likely to operate, o I had to place scouts at
ezch point. The remsinder of the men nhad to hold up nine

soldrers and deslroy the lorries.

This operation was carried out without a hitech. Two
of the soldiers with each lorry were arned with rifiles. We

captured the six rifles.

We got inforimaetion that there was an Ulsler Volunteer
arns dumg in & house in Aginccurt Avenue, Ormeau Road. It
was decided that we should ra:d this house. I got orders to
get 1nto the house on the pretence of bteing a plumber and
be accompanied by an atlendant - a Fianna boy. The house
vhere Lhe dump was located was one of five houses un 8 row
and was an end nouse. I had te find out who Lhe landlords
of the houses were, and my reason for asXing adratiance was
that the Corporaticn of Belfast had recexved a complaint that
the landlords would not regair the water-pipes in the houses,
and that T was told to insoect bthe water-pives in each nouse
and make a report. In making sn i1nspection of the end
house we saw lhe arms in an upstualrs TOoOM. I 1mmediately
left the house and rervorted to a party waiting about a mile

away. I went with them Lo nelp in carrying out tne raid.

When we duly arrived at the house we Tound that a
nuriver of Ulster Volunieers, with uniformed Specials
guarang them, were actually removing the arms ang placing

them on a waiting lorry al the door of the nouse. The
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tenant in this house must have pot suspicious of my visit
when I saw the arrms 1n the upper room, 2nd gave the alarm as
socn as I went from the house. The whole business muet have
been acted on very quickly, as we were Lack at the nouse 1in

about an hour after I left 11l. We [ai1led te get the stuflf.

About the 9th June, 1921, sixteen men lodged in Cruriin
Road orison were awalting execution of sentence of death.
Scme of these men were Selfast nen captured at the fight at
Lappanduff, County Cavan, and were members of lhe Mo. 1
Belfast Brigade. It was decided by the 3rd Northern Division
that an attempl to rescue all the sentenced men should be
made. It was arranged with the men inside the prison that
their part of the plans for the rescue was Lo overpower and
tie up all the warders in the prison at apgroximately S Palllay
1.e, after the change over to the night steff of warders was
elffected. picked men Trom the Belfast Brigade were to take
part in the ocutside vart of the rescue plan. The position
in the prison and outside it was not very favourable to the
success of the plans. There was a military guard inside
the prison under a commissioned off1cer. This guard had
gccess to the entrance gate of the prison and lhe gate
lesding into Lhe prison proper, so ithal in case of alarn the
guard could take control at a woint that ecould wvrevent all
persons from going either in to or out of the prison from or

to the public street,

An R.I.C. barracks was situated about 75 vards from the
prison gate which presented a most difficult problem in oOulr
planning and a great danger. This barracks was covered by
a picked party of I.R.A., whose duty was to prevenl the

rolice getling on to the street.

TIngnediately oulside the Dprison gate were placed four men

%
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under the comuand of Roger McCorley. I was one of those nen.
Cur duty was to watch and protect the rear of the rescue
narty from the lLime they enﬁerea the prison, and when the
rescue party and Lhe rescued men came out from the prison we
were to remain for scme minutes in position and prevent all
other agress from the prison. In case the plan succeeded
this would not prove difficult, as the rescuers wculd have

locked all doors and gates leaving and have removed all keys.

The rescue varty consisted of: two men dressed in the
uniform of British officers, one man dressed in the uniform
of an =2.I.C. Head Constable, and a man dressed in civilian

clothes. This man was acting as a Special branch man.

The success of Lhe plan desanded that the rescue party
should work strictly to time with the men 1nsldé; that the
rescue party should be in the act of getting adnittance at
the main gate at ilhe same time as the prisoners inside were

dealing with the warders.

The rescue party approached the main prison gate and
told the prison warder on duty there that the military
officers reguired interviews with all the condemned prieoners.
They reguested ham to open the outside gate. Thia he did.
The rescue party were now inside the main gate, eand still had
another gete to get through before reaching the main gate
leading into the prison proper. Wwnen they arrived al this
gecond gale the warder on duty there was not the man whou
1t was expected should be on duty. This warder recognived
Se4n O'mMeill, 0.C. Belfast Brigade, who was acting the part of
an R.1.C. Head Constaple. The warder started to shout out
an alarm, cne of the rescue of ficers pushed this warder

into a prison walting-roomn and locked him in. The milirtary
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sentry inside the inner pate now became alarmed at whal he
heard and saw. He did not apsarently lknow what he should do.
He got his rifle at the ready, but he did not appear likely
to use 1t against men in mlitary or police officers' uniform.
At this stage the rescue gparty decided Lhat 1t was
impossible for them to get pcast the alerted miiirtary guard
and that the attempt should be abandoned. They had all the
oriscen keys which both warders had had in lheir possession.
Tne kevs were thrown into ihe nrison Governor's office, which
nad a heavy gate at 1ts entrance and could only be owened
with the keys thrown inside. They then lefl the prison,
locking all gales behind Lhem. They were onliy Lwo minutes

altogether in the osrison,

OQur orders Tor ihe duty oulside the prison gate were Lo
remain in position al the gate Tor seven minutes after the
rescue party had left the vrison. Each man was avmed with
four nand-grenades each and two Viebley revolvers. ATter ithe
rescue party came out from ilne prison, Wwe remained for seven

minules, during which there were no developments.

in commection with the attempted rescue, there were a
number of wmotor cers held availatble in Lhe vicinity of tne

prigon to get all the rescued men away.

The Brigade Staffl gave orders Lo raid for & special type
of [lash-lamp, which was reguired in large numibers by us
for signalling DUTGOBES. There was only one oplace in the
city where this special type ol lamp was procurable, and it
was situated in Garitield Street in the centre of the city.
cur wmen went inio the shop and i1umediately closed the front
door. Then one 1@n got inlo the window and commenced Lo

re-arrange the articles on dispiay there, whilot 1he
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remainder raided Lhe shop Tor the flash lams. Tlie men &1s0
nad orders te commandeer cameras and binoculars. 4 large
guantily of the lamps, some cameras and some bincoceulars were
cormandeeresd in this shop. The manager of the shoo pol a
recervt Lor sll the ariicler taken, and he was later paid the

full value of themn.

In May, 1921, a nuaber of men from the Bellast Brigade
volunteered for service as a Flying Column in County Cuavan.
In preparation Lor these men going teo Cavan, their arms and
equipment had to be collected, dispatched and left al an
arranged rendezvous, to be coellected as soon as lhe uwen arrived
in Cavan. All theair rifles and ammunition were colleected
and stored in our house and were dizspatched from there.

a

Thne rifles were taken down and wraovped uy in trevelling rugs
to represent golf clubs, and were sent on per passenger train
to Cavan. The awwrunition was packed in Gladstone bage. Hy
wife made up all those parcels and took all the stuff to the
railway station, She made numercus Journeys to Cavan with
the rifles and ammnition before the men left Belfast. On
one occasion she was LakKing a Gladstone bag of ammunition
along to the stution, and a Specisl Constable noticing her
diffirculty in carrying 1t insisted on giving her a helping

hand. He did not suspgect he was nelping her Lo carry

ammuniiion,

On about three ccevasions my wife had to engage a taxi,
drive to Lisburn station, about eight males from Belfast, and
hoard & train there for Cavan, when 1t would be considered

dangerous to attempt leaving by Belfast statiomn,

The position in Eelfast for about seven weeks before
the Truce was s0 critical and the pressure on our Ifationalist

districts so great lhat I d:d not gel my clothes off for
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most of that time. I was geliing no regular sleep and I was

reduced to a state of extreme exhaustion.

“then the Truce came I was ordersd by the Brigade
to go to Rathlain Island for a rest. Three other Volunteers
and my wife travelled to Rathlan with me. When we arrived
on the island we found that salvage operations were 1in
progress two miles off Rathlin on H,il.S5. "Drake", which
sanlkt there an 1918. We heard that there was a great quantity
of explosives and detonators on the salvage vessel, "The
Bouncer." The men working on the salvage operations ceme
to the 1sland regularly and at times "The Bouncer" wae
without any crew or watchman. We decided to .rake an attempt
to capture the explosives on Lhe FBouncer. The Braigade had
lrttle explosaives at this time, and we knew that a capture of
explosives would be most useful tu us. Ve got fraiendly
with the Captain and invited him cut to shoot with us. One
of my Volunteer comrades was an englneer, and we concentrated
our efforts with the Cantain to give our man & Job on the
galvuge operations as an engineer. The Captain 1nfnfmed us
ihat there was no vacancy, but & shori time alterwards an
sccident occurred in which the ship's engineer lost hic iwo
legs, and our friend, being the only available qualified man,
got the Job. The new engineer drew up for us a plan of the

snip showing exactly where the explosives were gtored.

yle organmised a social evening on the island and invited
+he Captain and his whole erew to the social @s our guests.
ihen we zot the crew of the "Bouncer! properly enjoying
themselves and getting under the influence cof drink, we Look
{heir smell boat, went out in it and raided the ship and
removed all the explosives, which we dispatched eariy the

next morning on a motor boat to Belfast.
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Turing the next day we were Anocking about on lhe
island with a .22 rifle fairang at targels. 4 bird wes restiie
on the wireless aerial and we fired at it.,. The bullel hit

tlie aerizsl wire and cut 11, causing the wirelees stution to

gc outr of aciion, The %,I.C. came to the island to
invesligate lhe break i1n wireless cormunicatlion. When we

saw lhem coming we believed 1t was to investigate the
gei1zure of the explosives. Az 1t later turned oul, wWe wWere

never susgected for Lhe renioving of Lhe explosives.

My wife, who had gone to Belfasi with the explosives,
returned to the 1sland the next day, and we all rcrained on

the 1sland for ancther weed.

sTter T returned from my holiday on Rathlin, I,with a
nuniber of other officers, sat for an examinaticn held for
the 1lsi Rattelion to select men to go on a course of
instructions to a training camn at Glenasmole, Co. Wicklow.
I was selected along with Jimare MeDermott from iné lst
Battalion. There were two men selected from each of ihe
felfast pattalions, and four each Crom Lhe Counly Antrim and

Counbty Down ZErigades,

e remained fourteen days in Glenasmole, and on our
arrival back in Belfast we were sent to a Divisional
training camp near Fair Head ain Counly antrim, I and John
cunninghamn were appointed instructors. Lbout Torty officers
per week passed through ilhis carmp, Wnilst we were in the
training camp the Truce definilely broke down 1n Belfast and
we were 21l recalled {rom the camp to resume activities in

the city.

The achLivities 1n Belfast from vhe Truce period
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onwards Llooll on a sumewﬂnt different aspect. The!ﬂppoaltlcn
now was mostly men in uniform - "a", "3" and "C!" Special
Constabulary. Wnen these forces got properly into their
stride, they actually burned down streets of houses in our
battalion area whilst wearing police uniforu. To moke
matters worse, the military forces were sometimes present

at these burnings, and instead of attempting to stop the
burnings vere actually helping, by guarding and grobecting
those engaged. Ye got orders after this campalgn staried

to shoot all men in uniform at sight.

From about COctober, 1921, I was Vice (0.0. of the lst
Batialion, and as such was responsible for the organisalion
of all Baltalion special services, such as silgnalling,
first-aid, chemistry, engineering, and, later on, police.
The fact that we adopted a policy of shootaing ail R.I.C.
on sight compelled us Lo supply & police force tc prolect
our civilian population, The starting of this police force
also necessitated the setting ugo of Republaican Courts.
mhese Courts conld only overate in a small way in the city,
and dealt with offences sucn as looling.

T was appointed Battalion 0/C. in November, 1921
Aboul March, 1922, I was engaged on plens for the
burnins of the Custom Heuse an Belfast. I had been in the
guslom House and zot access, owing Lo Iy empioyimnent, te the
cellars where the bonded whiskey stores were located, and I

made sketches and vlans of the building.

cn the 26th March, 1922, I and other members of the
Baltalion Staff were captured after the funeral of the
MeMahon faumly. This Tamily were the victaims of police

murderers, who shot them dead on the zLhth warch.

Joe Bavage, Brigade Q.l., FPatrick kcCarragher, Battalion
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Vice CG.C., John Simpson, Baitalion Adjutant, and myself,
Battalion 0.C., were all captured in my own house. I had
the plans of the Custom House on my person at the time we
were arrested, and when we were being removed by military
tender to Chichester R.I.C. barracks we each took a part in

eating the Custon House plans and sc gol rid of them,.

At the time our house was ralded, Seén Keenan, Fatrick
McLaverty and Rory McNicholl, who were in the house, were
able to escape and got clear. Ity wife was alsc in the house
when the rai1d commenced. She got away with some papers and
documents, at the start of the raid, and she refﬁrned 1o the
nouse to see ir there were any more avout when sie was

arrested, and she was removed to Chichester Street barracks

with us.

We were a1l charged, and we were brought up i1n Court
on three occasions. On the last occasion the evidence of
police witnesses in my wife's case proved conflicting, &nd

the Judge ordered her discharge.

We all refused to recognise a court that was unwilling

or unable to protect the lives or the Jroperty of the

Wationalist mmanoraity in ithe North.

Found in wmy house some time after our arrest were
plans for burning tre prineipal buildings in the centre of
ithe city. I was actually in the dock at the time this
charge was preferrea againet me, and I asked to e shovn the
papers which were the basis Tfor such & charge. I drew the
Judge's attention to the fact that the papers bore no date,
and T told him Lhat the papers were old ones.

The case was then adjourned. on ihe nexl sittaing of the
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COPY.

Thomes Flynn, 152 Springfield Roed,
Belfest,

W.8. 429

Mr. McCoy.

I have gone through the statement by
Thomae Flynn, 152 Springfield Road, Belfast,
Reg. Wo. #.5.429. It is s very informative
statement, but there are g few polnts which

seem to be capeble of develovment. I attach
a list of thess.

It may not be necessary to call on
this witness again. He may be able to give
this edditlionel information in response to a

lettor. That, however, is a matter for
yourzelf to decide.

(Sgd.) il. McDunphy

DIRZECTOR

11.6.51.

BUREAL GF MILITARY HisToRy 1971321
BURD sraine MILEAT, 1973 2
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COPY.

page 5, lest psragraph.

It is stated briefly that the first shootings
carried out by the Murder Gang werse lled Trodden,

John Gaynor and the Duffin brothers, and mo further
information is givea.

(a) How, when and where wes each of them killed?

(b) What is the evidence that they were killed by
the Murder Gang?

(¢} To what units were they atteched, and what rank
did each of them hold?

(d) Ie there anything to indicate why they in
particular were selected for this fate?

Pare 4, last parsgraph.

(a) Uhen and where did the action take place?
(b} Under whose command?
(c} what were the details of the action?

(d) What were the results?

Page 6. parsgraph 1:

(2) The names of officers and men of the A.5.U.
should be given as far as the witness's
recollection serves him.

(b) #hat salery waes psid to them, and how were
the funds provided?

(c) Under whom did they operate?
(d) Wae there any responsibility to or direction

from Generel Hesasdquariers in Dublin or
eleewhers? .

Yage 6, lest paragraph.

() Could eny indication be given of the
"friendly R.I.C. sources"?

(b} Through what channel or contacts was the
informetion peceived?

Page 11, lest parsgraph.

The neme of one of the rescuers, Sean 0'Neill,
0/C. Belfast Brigade, 18 mentioned.

(a) What were the names, renks and units of the other
three?

(b} Which of the three was dressed in the uniform of
& British officer, end which in civiilian clothes?
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¥age 16, paragraph 2,

The reference to (&) Volunteer Police, end
(v} the Republiecsn Courts, is not informetive. The
witness should be asked to develop these es fully
a8 he can.

(a} The organisation, personnel and control of
the polics.

(b) The method by which they operated.
(¢} The places used for detention.

(@) The orgenisation of the Courts.
(e} The names of the Judges.

(£} The places where trials were held.

(g) The nature of the judgments, and ths means
of enforcing judgments.

(h) Wae there any attempt by the British
authorities to interfere with either the
police or the Courts, and if so, how wase
such action met?

(1) Were the police forces and the Couris
effective in spite of any such measures?

Pege 18, last two parsgraphs, and
FPage 19, last paragraph.

The witness should be asked to give the names
of those who took part in these shootings, the
places at whiich and the dstes on which they took
place, and the evidence, if any, on which it was
declded that they should be executed.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-1
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1013-21

No. W.S. 44¢

/
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Tazainc

Iirector:

Re: Thomas Flynn. W.5. 429.

In connection with your memo re above.
In dealing with witnesses in the six countles of
Morthern Ireland it is essential that & person
should realise that to get a witness to glve any
sort of reascnable detail, in matters such as
shootings, operations, reprisals, etc.,Mis
evidence to the Bureau is a matter of difficulty.
This reluctance is understandable 1n people living
under the conditions that the Natiocnalist
population in Northern Ireland have to endure and
is also apparent to others who are conversant with
conditions up there.

The next point concerns the minute detail,
which, when a statement is completed, would
suggest 1tself to a person anXious to get a perfect
story from sach witness. This has a general
application to all witnesses no matter where they
reside and in no matter what walk of life they are
placed. An investigator has to take witnesses as
he finds them. Taking down the statement of a
witness generally takes at least three or four
segsions before it is completed. The first rcugh
notes have tc be read back to a witness and
amended by him. An investigator has to daccept &
witnesses mode of expressing himself and has to put
up with the humen element which induces persons
giving voluntary help and the loss of at least some
of their leisure time to the work of the Bureau,
to resent or get tired with an investigator who
persists in sollcitipg details which a witness may
not be able to remember after the lapse of
approximataly thirty years. That we are getting
sp much detail from people whose minds are not
sttuned to the historieal importance of events is,
to me, a8 matter of surprise.

inother point on which an investigator must be
most careful is not to give & witness the
impresslion that his or her evidence is being

_doubted. Cn several occasions when dealing with a

‘Wwitness and pressing for more detail concerning
operations in which the witness took part, I was
asked by the witness 1f I doubted his evidence.

In view of the above considerations in the
approach to the job of covering an area by the
evidence of & number of witnesses, I have always
before my mind the closing in of the gaps which
individual witnesses have left by getting evidence
from other specialists who deal with such subjects
a8 Intelligence, Courts, Purchase of arms and Arms
importstions, Munitions, Chemicals, etc.

HGs=2 Wi 4451 201/5 O 350,000 3750 Led Co Lid {Scho oyl ,;
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(2.

Tagainc

In connection with Mr. Flynn's statement, T
wish to point out that in 192C he was little better
than a boy in years. He was engaged in events
which would be considered tough for men of mature
years. His memory and reactions to the events he
took part in were concentrated on the military
operations in which he participated.

I don't think I could get anything more
detalled from Mr. Flynn. I gquestioned him minutely
and I know that he would not give any details such
as the names of comrades in command or participating
in operations, names of the 4,5.U., friendly R.I.C.
sources., In fact, he gave me the name of the
Sergeant in the E.I.C. who conveyed the information
in connection with Reglan Street ambush (page 6), but
not for publication.

Fe, FPage 11, last parsgrsaph -

See Roger McCorley's evidence for details which
¥r. Flynn could not remember.

Re, Page 16, paracraph 2 -

I have not yet taken evidence {rom a witness
who could deal with these matters in an authorative
way. Such a witness is available in the Glens, on
whom I shall call shortly when I go there again.

-

Yobon ety
(/ 20th June, 1951.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-21
) BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21
No. W.S. 4LQ
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