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STATEMENT BY SEAN O'SULLIVAR,

O

19 Idrone Terrace, Blackrock, Dublin.

I joined the I,R.B. in Manchester, England,
in 1916, The Circle was known as the Manchester
circle. Hatt Lawless, Tom MacGormack, Michael Ryan,
Menchester, and G. Lynch were some of the members at

the time,

lleetings were prineipally held for the purpose
~of asseisting the prisoners in Frongoch. Socials were
arganised in aid of the Arms Fund aad for the purchase

of foodastuffs for the internses.

I came to Dublin at the end of 1916. In 1917
I was transferred to the McDermott Circle of which
Michael Collins was Centre. They met in 46 Parnell
Square. Cn the re-organisatioﬁ of the Volunteers
I joined "B" Company, 4th Battalion. Captain
Tom Boylan was Company Officer.

Some time during this year I was approached by
Andy Redmond who worked in §hite's, The Coombe, to
know if I could put him in touch with anyone who would
purchase arms through a soldier who was stationed in
Islandbridge. T communicated with Phil Cosgrave
(deceased) who was Quartermaster of the 4th Battalion.
He gave me aﬁthﬂrit:,r to purchase arms, I purchaged -
a rifle and some small arms, and handed them over to
Captain G, Byrne of "C" Company, 4th Battalion, as

requested by the Batialion Quartermsster.
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In January, 1918, I went to Armagh for the South
Armagh Election and helped in the election work, such
as canvassing, Later it was foun_d. necegsary to hring
up large mumbers of Volunteers to protect the speakers
againat intimidation. I jolned the 4th Battalion Unit
when it arrived. The Volunteers were under the
command of Acting Commandant Kelly.

On return from Armagh we continued the weekly
parades, drill, etc. On the formation of the
Engineers I was transferred to them under Captain
Seén MeGlynn. We generally met in 34 Camden Sireet.
The training of the Engineers consgisted ohiefly of
lectures and the use of explosives, road blocking,
demolition of ra:tlwa:,rg and bridges.

During 1918 I astarted mking with the firm of
Heron & Lawless, Cycle Agenta and Repairers. They were
-in 198 Parnell Street, The firm had decided to make
special strong cycle carriers of their own design and
I was: emplawd in the manufacture of these carriera.l
Matt Purlong and Joe Vize who were members of the
McDermott I,R,B., COircle, came down to inspect the
premises at 198 Parnell Street, and discussed with us
the suitability of the premises for use as a munitions
factm‘.'y-. - It was declded that the place was sultable,
and taken over by the Dublin Brigade.

Matt Purlong started soon after and tock charge
of the formation of the factory. He was a skilled
Engineer. The first job was the installation of a
furnace necessary for the melting of the metals. |
The next problem was t0 get the mecessary machinery.
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Some time previdusly I had been to Larkfield, Kimmage,
en old mill owned by Count Plunkett, and I had
remembered seeing shafts and pulleys which had been
used in the mill. Ve sgtarted up negotiations with
the Plunketts and we purchased thsaa from them.

A few days after Matt Furlong atarted, Tom Young

‘came along as a moulder, His rfather was a moulder in

the College of Science and was of tremendous assistance

0 un.

When the plant was ready and the maschinery and
power :lngtalled., we agtarted casting. The castlnge were
for hand-grenades. The patierba were made outaslde.

About March, 1919, the first.@anade was finished.
I brought it over to Mick Lynch, Vice Brigaﬁ.-ier.nf the
Dublin Brigade, at the tims, to th.ﬂ Mansion House.
It was the first spring-made bomb, The question then
came of the loading and testing of ﬁhé grenades.
Mick Lynch asked me did I know Paddy MeGrath, and would
I bring over the bomb to him for a test. I brnughﬁ it
over to Q'Hara's, Aungler Street, where Paddy was
employed at the time, TWe tested the grenade one
night at the rere of the premiges. There was a big
old bath at the rera of the premiges. e put an iron
sheet on top of the bath and as many sacks as pnsai‘blé
all around and let the bomb off. We collected the
fragments of the bomb and examined them to0 see if the

burat was even. e were gatlafied that it wan.

I reported back to the Brigade that the test
proved very satisfactory. We got meriously into

production then and made strenuous efforts to increase
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the number manufactured each weelk, We set ourselves.
a target for output, This meant we had to augment
the Btﬂffl

Paddy McHugh was tha-next t0 come in, aléu
Jim Coughlan and Gay McGrath. In addition we had the
apsistance and help of two members of the Squad -
pert time - Tom Keogh and Michael Keogh.

#We installed a warning signal in the basement
where the fac{ory was carried on. This was a special
lamp which was switched on and off egain, 0 warn us
that G.c;rpm-atim or factory inspectors were on the
premises and to cover up anything or hide anything.
If it was a rald by the enemy the signal was to leave
the light on. In case the light from it would
brighten up the place too much we used teke the bulb
out and cover it up with sand. The switch for this
lemp was located in the eycle shop on the ground floor.
Christy 0'Reilly, =a mia mechanic, worked in the
cycle shop. He was also a Volunteer in the Dublin

Brigade.

fihen production was going well in 1919 the place

was raided by members of the "G" Diwision. They spent
a considersble time searching. ~ Joe Lawless was there
when the raid took place, and managed to Elrwitch on the
warning light of an enemy raid. We hid enerything

as best we could. The grenade cases were in a special
hiding place in the grownd. At the time of the raid
work was going on, on the mouiding of the necks of the
bombs which were made of brasag. They asked a few

' questions about them. We ignored them, appearing %o
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be very busy, and Joe made a remark they were fittings
for some plumbing work. They apparently believed this.
The raid was still going on when they found a bag of
Versy lighis under a desk upstairs in the cycle sghop
which evidently tock over their attention because
ghortly afterwards they all cleared upstairs and arrested
Joe. Joe had lent his car for the raid on Collinstown
Aerodrome, which had teken place a short time
previcusly. One day he was sereching in the car for
something. He found the Verey lights under the seat
and he brought them in o uasa, He asked us what they
were, I had aEén these Verey light: cartrldgds, and
told him what they were and -agked him not to leave them
there. Joe evidently fargot fu bring them out.

Previous to the raid we had been informed that we
would possibly be warned of any contemplated enemy
raids, but this raid evidently proved there was no such
assurance. Ve decided to arm ourselves. Each man
had his revolver and used keep a stack of bombs ready

for use.

Ii order not to leave many finished grenades on
the premises we used take them out each dday to dumps.
& had special bandoliers made to hold actually twelve
grenades which were fitted round the body so that we
could cycle away with them. I brouvght my grenades
to a man named Raul who was employed by a £irm in
Mary Street. This £irm had a warehouse in Stafford |
Street where we would deposit them each day so as not
t0 have a supply in the munitions factory in case of a
raid., Tom Young and Matt Furlong used take the
grenades to different dumps. e filled them in three
different places. One of the £llling places was in
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Dominick 8ireet; a second in Eccles Street and
another at Tom Keogh's house on the North Strand.

While £illing in Dominick Street one day
Tom Kéogh and I heard & big commotion up and down the
house which was a tenement. e did not know for two
days after that the military had raidsd. The reason
for the raid was as follows. The caretaker had been
on the streets after curfew and arrested, and in order
to find out who he was they ralded next day. He was
then released. When Mick Lynch informed us of the
raid, I went along to the house and saw the ma.n himself.
He told me the mllitary had ralded, but they did not

search all the premises, only his rooms, which was very

. fortunate for Tom Keogh and myself,

An amusing incldent occurred some time later.

Tom EKettrick came for gpenade_s one day. I made an

-appointment to meet him at 46 Parnell Sgquare with about

fifty grenades. Tom had bought an attache case made
of compressed cardboard. It was on a Saturday evening.
Tom was bringing them to the hotel and was going back to
the West on the londay morning. I handed them over to
him and he paﬁ;ked them in hls new case. He had a hack
outside and as he got up on the car I handed the case to
him and it burst open, the welght belng too much for
such a case. All the grenades fell down off the hack.
Tom got down and we had t¢ pack them back into the case
again. Belng a bright summer's evening many witnessed
the incident, including, of course, the old Jarvie.
However, Tom got them safely away and we heard more

later of how they were used against the eneny.

In 1920 in addition to the grenades, we started



‘?-

mgking,the trench mortars. We used go out to tesi the
shells. We went out 4o Dunboyne one night for a test.
At that time the munitlons had been handed over %o
G.H. Q. by the Dublin Brigade and Peadar Clancy was made
Director of Munitions. During the test one of the
ghells burst in the gun and Matt Furlong who was firing
it was badly wounded. Peadar Glanné who was present at
the time, had to come to Dublin from Dunboyne and get
permigssion to get the city ambulance out. Hatt was
very badly hit but was conscious all the time. He was,
taken to the Mater Hospital about 12 o'clock that night.
He died a few days afterwards as gangrene set in. This
wag at the time that Dan Breen was in the hospiltal,

It was ralded by the Tans and military, and when they
saw Matt's remains they thought it was the remsins of

Dan Breen.

A&fter Peadar Glancy's death on Bloody Sunday whilst
a priscner in Dublin Castle, the munitions were taken
over by Seén lacMahon, Quartarmasteﬁ General, until G..H Q.

appointed Seén Russell some months later, as Director.

The munitions factory in Parnell Street was again
rgided in November, 1920, at night. The whole area was
cordoned off, | The military and auxiliaries remained on
the premises the whole night apparently with the
intention of capturing the stmff when they arrived in the
morning. A young fellow who had left his biecycle there
for repairs, called that morning to collect it. TWhen
he saw the auxllisries inside, he made an effort to run
away from them. They opened fire on him and wounded him.
That gave us the warning as Parnell Jtreet was crowded

when we arrived near the premises. None of us knew who
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was inside as a few of us had our own keys. e kent
outside until we collected all the sty¥ff and got rid

of our bicyciles, mixing in the crowds. They seized
everything, tpok away the plant and the premises were
closed down. It was our idea at the time that they had
only stumbled on to this through an area rald.

Joe Lawless haa since gecured written information that
they had definite orders from Intelligence, London, to
I‘_‘_Eiﬁ. it, Only for the bhlundering of the shooting of
this boy we would all have walked into it. |

Et was then necessary to get other premises.
Luke Street had been taken over before the Parnell
Street raid. = After this rald we decided to open a
number of amall factories. We had an old plece in
Denzille Lane which was used for the casting of the
almin,ium caps. This was subsequently captured.
Orit,e man had a very narrow escape when the Tans raided
ite _He was just coming down from the loft at the time,
One of the Tans asked him his name and what he was doing
there and 1f there was anything in the place. NThat is
the only stuff I see in the yard", he saild, poinmting to
a heap of sur_a,p_; and walked out. The man asked some
_#_qman in the street for a hat or a cap. He got a cap
and walked away.

I should have mentloned we got a lot of our ,
supplies of coke for the furnace through Andy Clerkin,
Goal Merchant.  ILuke Sireet factory was known as
Keen & C0., Engineers. In addition we opened a shop in
Percy Place under the name of Dunne B‘bos. We took it
over as a Plumbers' Shop. Gabriel McGrath and I were

Dunne Bros. Jim Kirby, a plumber, was also JAin Percy
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_Plﬁce, in case the firm was asked to do any plumbing
work. A blg garage had been opened opposite our shop.
Mick Keogh, Jim Kirby, Gabriel licGrath and I were
working in the shop one day when the Tans pulled up at
the garage opposite o0 service one of their cars.

They jumped off at our big gate, came into yard, lit
clgarettes and chatted t0 one another. We hed a
special arrangement made for gettiﬁg in through a house
which would let us out into Haddington Road in case of
a rald, but did not avall of it. _Ehe_y came in and had a
general lock round and stayed about half an hour; then
they cleared away.

. In addition to this we established g place in
crown Alley and took over Baker's Iron Works. . We
eatabliahe;d a very nice foundry there. I was sent back
to Percy Place when the foundry started. We had
another place at the rere of MHountjoy Square over a
garage named _f}pnd;-onsa We did the assembling of the
grenades thers.

Amongst the workers up to the time of the Truce
were ;-

Parnell Jtreet:  Myself,

. Matt mmlong &d&ceasad}
Christy O'Reill
Michael Keogh (daeaased)
Tom Keogh (deceased)
Tom Young
Paddy McHugh
o 1y ﬂﬂughlan
Gabriel McGrath
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