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My brother, George, became sssociasted with the Citizen
Army as & result of the 1913 strike. VWhen a unit for boyse
was formed at Liberty Hall, I joined it becsuse of my brother's
essociation with it. I wes sbout fifteen years of age st the
time. Owing to the fsct that I was a bugler, I was transferred
to the Citizen Army proper after six months' membership of the

boys} uni t.

|In February 1916, Dr. Kathleen Lynn, who wes medical
aﬂvisar to the Citizen Army, examined me and advised that I
naadad an immediate operation for appendicitis. I had taken
111 after field manceuvres on a Sunday and, on returning to
Libe?ty Hell, I immsdiately went to Dr. Lynn's reeidanea. She
madelarrangemanta to have me taken into the Meath Hoapital.
Cn leaving Dr. Lynn's residence, I returned to Liberty Hall
where I approached Commandant James Connolly and asked could T
speak {0 him for a few moments. He said: "Certainly", and
asked me what my trouble was. I asked him could he postpone
the scrap for a few weeks. Ke remarked that it was a very

modest request and inquired why I made it, I informed him of my

‘consultation with Dr. Lynn and the outcome of it. He told me to

go sheed, that I wouiﬂ have nothing to worry about and that I

'wuulﬁ be 5;1 right. PFrom that ¢onv&rsation, I underetood that

I would be out of hospital in time for the 8Crap.

I Euﬁsaquenxly learned from Dr. Lynn thet, on the night
priqr to my operation, she was consulted by Commandant Connolly
on the advisgbility of my haing operated on at all, ms I had
been associated, some time previcusly; with the removael of
galﬂgnita which had come from Scotlsnd. She informed him that,
even if I said anything sbout the gelignite while under the

ether, it would be attributed to my rambling. On receiving this
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aasur%nca, Connolly permitted me to undergo the operation.

|

F was two wesks in tha Meath Hospital and I wes then sent
to Stillorgan Convalescent Home for two weeks. After the
second week in the Home, the matron asked me would I care to
stey & third week and I agreed. On the Friday of the third
week & received a '"phone message to report back to Likerty Hall
immediately. On receipt of the message, I reported to
Liberty Hall and found that it was an ermed cemp. WMy brother
had brought my rifle and equipment down to Liberty Hall. From
that [until Baster Moﬁﬂay, I was a permanent member of the guerd
in Liberty Hall. That was following the raid on the premises
for the paper "The Gael'. The feeling at that time was that

the rising wae very near.

On one occasion, we were &ll equipped with small arms,
during the period of our gusard, and we took up positions all
around Liberty Hall, out on the street cormers. After an hour
or two we were éalled in. A cargo of new American shotguns
had |been landed and they had been brought aafely into Liberty
Hall. .

One night while I was on guard duty, a2 person arrived with
a telegram. The officer of the guard, Captain Sean Connolly,
wonéared was 1t a ruse on the part of the military suthorities
to find out if the Hell wase guarded. On another occasion, the
whﬂae guard wae celled out, and every ' window iﬁ the place was
mermed - the roof and all. Two men were sent out to
renLnnuitre and one of them reported that troops were stationed
outside the fire station in Tara Street. The military did not
aﬁproach the Hall, however.

i One evening, sbout two weeks before the rising, Commandant
Ga?nélly informed Captain Sean Connolly that to him would go
thT honour of leading the attack on the Castle. Gapfain:

Ge?nnlly ¢called the N.C.0s8. and men together and gave them

instructions. They were to inspect the position to which they
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were allotted. The original ﬁlan was that my brother, George,
1eadiﬁg an advence party of four and myself in front of tha.
mainfculumn would march up Deme St. ardound to the main gate of i
the Géﬂtle. We would march up Cestle St. and enter a private
hous? beside the steps that lead down to Ship St. DBy the time
we wére in our position, the main party would be arriving at
the main gate. We would get five minutes 1in advance éf them.
We were to go into an overhesd viaduct, overlooking the upper
and }nwer gates of Ship St. bearracks, while the main body
would be attacking. Martin Kelly was to occupy the "Mail"
ufﬂica,'and Blmes was to occupy Henry & James'. We understood

from our officer commanding that the garrisonm at Jacob's would

" occupy two houses in Stephen St. overlooking the barrack squars

in Ship St. opposite Leitrim House. The criginasl intention
was |t0 control the whole square. Sectlons of ebout four men
waré to occupy the Corporation buildings ( think it was the
Rates Department), overlooking the main gate of Dublin Castle,
a publichouse opposlite the Lower Gate, the Engineering Post
bea?ﬁa the City Hall, and Sinnott House. The main body, under
the commend of Capitain Sean Connolly, wes 1o occupy the City
Hall. Captain Connolly was very well ascquslinted with the City
Hal&.

According to the original plan, it was never intended to
occupy Dublin Castle. The reasons given by Sean Connolly were
that the bulildings were too spread out, and also that 1t
contained a British military hospital. Our 0/C. explained to
uafthat, to occupy 1%, wegld be very simple, but , to retain
1t$ would be very difflcuit, with the number of men at our
ﬂi%pﬂﬁﬂl, ae we would have %o hold prisoners and feed them,

i :
gnd elso the sick and injured who were already in the hospital.
We! had, of course, carried out mimic attacks on Dublin Castle

to%ards the end of 1915.

| on Good Fridey 1916, I was sent for by Commandant Mallin.
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He to]l.-d me to procure a .32 refclver and {0 proceed to Amiens
St. I was to patrol Amiens St. on a bicycle from the Five
Lamps | to Amiens St. railway station and, 1f I saw any movements
of '&rc]mps or a big force of policé in the vicinity I was to
return to Liberty Haell immediately and report. Having procured
a bicycle and a .32 revolver, I cycled over to Amiens Etreet.

I was|not too long there when I observed Commandent Cofnolly
walking down Amiens St. He stood to lock in s shop window -
Houlihan's, basketmakers = near the Five Lamps, and, after a
short perusal of the window, he entered the shop. I was amazed
at thlat and I glued by eyes on the. building. Shortly sfter Candt
Gnn.ndlly entering, I saw P.H. Pearse doing as the Commandant had
dcma.! He wae closely followed by Sean McDermott. I don't
thinlii: I waited to aéa more of them going in. I patrolled up

and down on the bicycle for approximately two houre, when I was

ordered to report back by another member of the Citizem Army.

On returning to Liberty Hall, Commandant Msllin called me
into| a small room and he asked me did I see anything. I told

him Ewhat I saws He informed me that 1t was a meeting of the
Provisional Government., He then told me that the "Aud" had
beax:T sunk, with the German guns. He simply said: "I don't

know where we go from here™. I went back to the guardroom.

|
" We knew at this time that we were going into action on
Sunday. On Saturdsy evening, my brother and myself bade our

parents farewell.

On Baster Sunday morning, the order was published 1n the
"Irish Independent" cencelling all field manoeuvres. I remembe:

Gont!uandant Connolly was in bad temper that day. He took out

the| whole Citizen Army and we did the route that was originally
mapped out for us. We crossed Butt Bridge and went by Tara St.
Gﬂlll'lﬂgﬁ Green, Dame St., sround into Castle St., Christchurch,

High St., Francis 5t., around by Thomas St. end Marshalses Lane

and back by the quays.
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It was the general impression amongst the whole Citizen

Arm::,r that, on the Sundsy, Commandent Connolly wes going to
atﬁﬁck and occupy Dublin Cestle. He had not told anyone of
this intention, but things were in a fluid state after the
caJcellation of the orders by MacNeill. A few weeks prior
to the route march, each mﬂmherlof the Citizen Army had bHieen
ea%lad in before Commandant Connolly and Gnmmanﬂanx.Mallin.
and asked if he was prepared to act wi thout assistance of
the Volunteers. Commandant Connolly explained that he
wogld think no worse of any man who was not so prepared,
bu% that he was anxious to know the position and how many
ma# he could rely on. Connolly gave us the impression that
he|was more or less despondent over the whole affsir, that
the Volunteers would not take part in the rising, and that

he‘was going to act on his own and take the Castle.

J When we returned to Liberty Hell from the route march
oﬂ Easter Eunﬂgy, Commandant Connolly made an axtraurdinaryl
statement to the Citizen Army. We were paraded in front of
the Hall, and he announced thét he had something to say to
us. He told us that we had been mobilised with a purpose in
:view, and until that purpose was achieved or we went down
in the attempt, we were to comsider ourselves soldiers. Point
ing to Liberty Hall, he seid: "That is your barracks" and
we all trooped in. Immediately on entering the building,
he called Captain Sean Connolly and informed him that he
would be the officer on duty for the night, which meant that

we would be up all night.

In the small hours of Baster Monday morning, Comnolly
sent out men tﬁ bring messages te Pearse and the other
Jaaders of the Volunteera. There wasla.msating held there
during the early hours of Monday. We came off duty at 6 a.m.,
had a feed and lay down, fully dressed, with our eguipment

beside us.
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At about 11 s.m. on Baster Monday, I was called tc the

room where the conference had been held. When I came into

the presence of Connolly and Pearse, they both informed me
tha% I would not do, as I was wearing uniform. I was
inﬂﬁructeﬂ gu send someone in civilisn attire. I sent my
broﬁher, George. He told me afterwards that he was sent to th:
Ray%l Barracks to watch tha movement of troops and- to report
immediately to Liberty Hall on noticing anything in the way

of iarga concentrations or muvamaﬁts.nf troops. By the time
he left the viecinity of the Royal Barrécks, we had alraﬁ&y
ocdﬁpiad our positions. He told me he had to pass the

barricade at the Four Courts.

Between 11.30 and 11.45 a.m. on EBaster lMonday, Captain

.Sean Connolly sent me to Beresford Place to sound the fall-in

farlall troops. I sounded the fall-in inside the building

firét, and then outside. While we were assembling, the

Volunteere from tha Kimmage Garrison marched in front of
Liqerty Hall. We fell into marching order. I alwsys marched
wi%h the officer commanding the company. If there were two
nff‘icara, I walked just behind them. On this occasion, I fell
1n|besiﬁa Captain Sean Connolly. Commandant ComnolYy was
already on the square. As we were asbout to march off,
Commandant Connolly approgchad Captein Sean Connolly, shoeck
hip hand end said: "“Good luck, Sean! We won't meet again".

He| also t0ld him how much time he had %o get to the Castle.

As| we passed the fire station st Tara St. Captein Connolly's

brother, Joe, was leaving it to join the Citizen Army at
Liberty Haell, and he waved to us. A8 we were proceeding along

|

Deme St. the Captain asked me did I know where George was to
the gone with his section. I ssid I did. He directed me

to take three men and occupy it. As we came t0 the City Hall,
I |saw the sections bresking off’ to take up positions at Henry
& |Jemes' and the "Evening Meil" office. The main body, with

my party included, turned towards the main gate and we
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approached it in extended formation. I was in a qudndary what.

to do/ ss, according to the original plen, my smaell party should

have been five minutes aheead nf‘the main body. The policeman
on duty made tbhwards-the main gate to close 1t. As he 4id so,
Sean Connolly brought his rifle to the “prﬁaentf'anﬁ fired.
The policeman fell. Sean Gunﬁclly immediately turned to me
end said: "Run". I left him and, with ﬁy rarty, ran up Castle
8t. |[We entered the hallway of a tenement hogsa, crossed the
yvard |(crossed the grayqyard} and occupled positions close to

the ¥iaduct where w?’qere to take up poaifion originally.'

The positions we occupied commanded the upper and lower

gates. of Ship St. Barracks. For quite a while, there was no

gtir, but ws-coulﬂ hear the firing from the main gete. I saw
troops coms out on thalreadwa:;r inside the inner gates. I fired
at tLem anﬁlthay 1mﬁ£diafely tock cover. A4After that, we had
quiﬁa.a lull. We saw no troops or movements of any description
asapltite the fact. that we could hear firing and felt that the
fig%ting was gmiﬁg Olle |

A8 the day wore on - I suppose it would be ebout two
o'elock =1 ﬁagan-tﬁﬂwonder how thinge were golng. Wheﬁ I
attemptﬁd to move out ﬁ few yards from where we stood, I was
fired on by a single eniper. We had a certain amount'ﬂf
protection from the arch, but, 1f we moved & few ysrds, we
ware'expoéed to fire from Ship St. or any of the Castle
buigéings. o '

&

Between three: end four o'clock, we heard the sound of
cheering. To my great surprise, troope were going to the
relief of the Castle, and not leaving the Castle., .They came
down Christchurch into Little Ship St. in open formation.
Df{cuuraa, they saw us. I dropped one of the home-made hombs
bur it did not go nff; They fired on us from the street.

. would
ﬁs[I was under the impression that they/form an oufer cordon

|
around the Castle gnd su surround us, I decided to evacuate
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the ¥Dsitiun. In Werburgh 5t. thﬁ mobs were cheering the
troops. I held s consultation with the others, and we
decided that each man should take his chancarindividually
in getting away. I deciﬁed that, on account of the mob, they

sho#ld not take their equipment with them. The others left.

snd |I remained there by myself until sbout five o'clock.

I was in uniform, but had the good fortune to have

brought sn overcoat with me, although it was & real warm

summerlike day. I put on the overcoat over my uniform an&
abaﬁdoning all equipment, discarding my hat and pulling up
my stockings over my trousers, I walked into Werburgh St.
Wheg I got as far as Christchurch Place, I heard one of the
mob, shouting: “There's one of them". I ran, with the mob at
myihaals. I had only to go sbout 150 yards to mj home.

Before my people couwld get the door epen, a man ceme up and

stood beside me at the door while the mob was trying to get

at lme. I was then taken into the safety of my own home.

The first thing I did on reaching my home in High Street

was t0 discard my uniform and I got into ecivilien attire.

1 %as anxious to have a good sleep, but decided that it would
not be egafe to stay in my own home that night. On my father's
suggestion, I went to my granny's house in Blackpitts, whara
1 btayed the nights

On Tuesday morning, a friend of the family-iﬁfnrmad us
that there would be no.difficulty in my apprcaéhing Jacob's
ag the British militery had not come near it yet. Having had
a (good Teed and a wash and brush-up, I set out for Jacob's,
Fortunetely for me, four or five Citizen Army men, who had
retreated from Davy's publichouse at Portobello Bridge, were
glready in Jacob's and they identified me. When I entersed
Jacob's, I wes immediately brought pefore the commanding

officers, Thomas McDonagh and iajor icBride, who questioned
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me n$ my activities from the time I left Liberty Hell., I
tulﬂ‘tham;what had happensd to me. Commandant MaDonaém
informed me that he would appoint me as his orderly whiile I
was in the building. I was to make myself conversant with gll
the poste in the building, so that I could take commands from
him ha the wvarious officers. He also showed me, in the office,
a list of the nemes of the men in the garrisom. If inguiries
werﬁ made regarding particular individuals, I was to check
witﬁ the iist and supply the required information.

‘ On Wednesday, Commandant licDonagh sent out a reconnoitring
party on bicycles. They went as far as Baggot St. where they

| ;
w&r? fired on by the British, one man, 0'Grady, being shot.

! At night time, some of the garrison in Jacob's would gat
ﬂut‘thraugh the windows and place empty biscuit tins on the

footpath, as an alarm. A

|
!

| One dsy, while in Jéccb'ﬂ, I hed a very unigue experiencs.
I w%s in the room with Commandant McDonagh and Major McBrilde
whqn thapa wes & 'knock on the door. I opened the door and the
?bfunﬁaar who was there said that there was a lady st one of
doors; she was dressed in widow's weeds end wore a British
emblem - Dublin Fuslliers - in her coat, but ghe stated she
had a dispatch for Commandant licDonagl. i was Etanding by
while the vbluntasr.was giving the message. After a short
while, Commandant McDonagh directed that the lady be brought
injunder escort. It waes customary to blindfold visitors when
they were being brought in, and on this occasion the lady was
blindfolded. I observed that she wes dressed in black, with: a
British army emblem on her coat, and had a handkerchief over
he% eyes. I was watching the escort removing the handkerchief
from her eyes. Just as this was done, I got a slap on the
shoulder and she said: "Hello, Bill". She was Chris Ceffrey

|

and had come from the College of Surgeons with a dispatch.
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She had dressed herself in widow's weeds in order to get

thrnhgh the British lines. She removed the dispatch which

she carried in her mouth, and handed it to Commandant McDonagh -

After having a short chat with me about the College of
Surgeons and the Citizen Army, she left Jacob's. Shortly

after her departure, Commandant McDonagh told me that the
garrison in the College of Surgeons was in a really bad wey
for [food and thﬁt Commandant liellin had asked him to return
all |Citizen Army men to the College of Surgeons. .I then

acc?mpanieﬂ him on a tour of Jacob's building and he gave

gpecial orders in the different posts.

Late that night, fourteen or fiffeen men assembled in

the basémant on the ground floor. They included five or six
Citizen Army men. Some of the men were loasded with flour and

cekes, in sacks. The officer in charge of the removal of the
menland_supplies of food was Lieut. Riordan, who was a echool-
teacher. Commendent McDonagh had told him to teke the supplies
of food and the Citizen Army men to the College of Surgeons,
and| to return to Jacob's himself, Commandant McDonagh turned
to me and Eaid:."I'm.nat lattiné you go. I em kesping you
beside myself". Then he asked me what I thought of that
arrangement. “Wail“, I sgid, "you are in command, eir",
However, just se the party were about to depart, he changed

hiﬁ mind and released me to go with them:.

Our party left Jacob's by Peter St. gate, passed up by
thé front of the building and crossed to Digges S5t., where we
wheeled left to'antar the back of the College of Eurgénna.

We were a long time there before we succeeded in getting in.

Joe Connolly, who was the officer in charge at the back of the

 College, was the first officer I met whom I knew. Commandant

Hallin came down to us and took over from Lieut. Riordan.

He| tharked him for the food supplies, etc. and counted the men

being handed over. Jim Joyce, section commander in charge of
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Davy's, was one of them. Sfter a few minutes' conversation,

Lieut. Riordan returned to his own post at Jacob's.

I found things very different in the College of
Surgeons to what théy were in Jacob's. Gnmmanﬂént Mallin
haﬁ a very, very strict code of diecipline prevailing in
the building. The first thing they did wae to serve me
cﬁt with & Martinli rifle and fifty rounds of ammunition.
demaﬁdant Mallin %old me that one of the officers would
show me the whole portion which they held. Lieut. lMichael
Eelly brought me to Noblett's corner, through the buildings,
including the Turkish baths. I remember it was some time
before I found out where they had the breach in the wall.
The majority of the officers there were ex-Boer War msn.

I met there Captain Christy Poole, Captain lieCormack and
0'Neill, who were sessoned soldiers. I was about o walk
aérﬂss.the room, when 0'Neill gave me a kick, warning me not
to do s0 as 1t was very dangerous. A telephone was ringing,
aﬁd they t0ld me not t0 enswer it. Being conversant with
all the tricks that would be adopted, they said that if I
1£ftad the receiver, immedistely there+wnu1d be a burst of

fire on that particular spot.

_ I stayed with the main garrison in the Lecture Hall

of the College of Surgeons. Any man who was availsble had
to assemhia at a given time for the rosary. wWe had to make
down our beds and, in the morning reveille, which was not
sounded, of course, we had to make up our beds and fold them
up, etc. Due to the fact that there were so many injured

in the College - Maggie Skinnider was one of them -~ no

noigse or hilarity was asllowed. We had to observe a.cartain
amount of qq}etnﬂas, whereas in other posts there would have

been singing and laughing.

On Saturdsy, a dispatch arrived regarding the surrender.

Commandant Mallin called a conference of the officers to
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discuss the advissbility of moving out and taking to the

hills or surrendering. The majority of them were in favour
of discarding our uniforms snd equipping ourselvese as a
flying column, but Connolly's endorsement of General Pearse's

order prevented such action, a8 far ae Commandaent Mallin

-‘was concerned.n All the men were ordered to report into the

Lecture Hall, where they were addressed by Mallin. He
explained to them the position, as far as he was aware of 1%,
an@ informed them that, as a soldier, he intended to  obey

the order of his commanding officer - and that waé to
auﬁrahdar - despite what other people might think. He ordered
them to discard all equipment, guns, etc. until further
notice. He then called me aside and said he was going to
gend me out, under a white flag, to contect .the nearest
Britieh Commender in the area. Before I coul& do so, hnwavaf,
he received word that there was a British officer coming up
York St, under a white flag.

As the British officer entered the College, by Waﬁ of
York St. entrence, Joe Connolly whipped out an sutomatic to
fire at him, but he was overpowered by others neer him. He,
liie the majority of us, did not .wamt {to surrender, but
Commandent Mallin hah explained to us that the bigger the
nQMher of ug to surrender, the greater would be the problem
for the Britishy On being asked to forecast the outcome,
hé did eo, very prophetically. He said that, in his opinion,
w% would be internmed in the Curragh and that. he himself would
bé shot, with the other commanding ﬁfficers,'eta. "But",
he said, "I question if they will shoot Lizzie" — that was
the nickneme we hrad for the Countess. We were told by the
Bﬁitish officers to leave all equipment in the Goilaga and,

aﬁ & given time, to march oul by the side door into York St.

. &% the sppointed hour, we marched out into a double

line of troops, with an advance party of about itwenty and a
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raér party of the Eaﬁe numb ar. We proceeded from York St.
in#n Stephen's Green, down Grafton St. where the mob
attempted to attack us. The British officer displayed great
GG;IHEE; He: gave the rearguard the order: "About turn,
present arms"™, and he told the crowd that, if they did not
get bBack, he would shoot them. His action frightened off
tﬁe mob, and we marched in peace down Grafton St., up Dame
St. and into Dublin Castle. After being about an hour in
D@blin Cestle, we marched out and procesded up Christchurch,

Thomas St. and into Richmond Barracks. | |

_ We were brought first into the gymnasium at Portobello
Bérrack&, vhere the C.I.D. prooeeded to pick out the officers
It was not till later in the week that the younger fry were
ségregated from the older men. I was in a room with Tom
Giarkﬁ end Sean McDermott. I remember one day McDermoti
was taken to the toilet and, on his return, he brought back
a lump of sweetcake, which he hed evidently bribed from one
o% the sentries. He divided it amongst the boys who were
in the room. He told us 1t cost half a sovereign. When
thé older men had been taken away, there was no one there

but the boys and those who were for triel., I was one of

121 boys released, under age, from Richmond Barracks.

' The Citizen Army was re-organised in 1917, Jim O'Neill
ﬁhing commandant. &8s far as I was concerned, I have nothing
of note to record from 1917 umtil I jbingd the Volunteers

in 1919,

¥nile a member of "G Company, lst Battalion, I took
part in the usual patrols, etc. The 1lst Battalion area was
%alati?sly gquiet becsuse of the Tfact that there was s number
éf dumps in it. On one occasion, while attached to "G"
Company, I was sent out to time a convoy of Black end Tans,

&oming from Gormans ton to the North Dublin Union, and
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&rrfving at the latter place at approximately seven o"clock
in.1ma evening. For three nights I timed the convoy as to
whatjtimﬂ it arrived In North King St. Very eleborate
preparations were made to awbush them. I remember thay brought
saweﬁ-nff ahoﬁgﬁns to fire into the first car. The attack
wae j!;n open on the first car from the corner of Anre St. which
wnulé jsm the whole convoy from Cspel S5t. to Anne 85t. Corner
where the bombers snd revolver men were laid, in such positions
that they were not opposite each other. However, for some
reason or other, the convoy did not come on the night arranged
for ‘the smbush, although when I timed it the following night,
¥t did come.

One night while I was atlending & parade in Blackhall St.
I was asked by the commsnding officer how I was fixed at my
ﬁaf%. I told him I could be in or out, and no one would ssk
any iquestion. I worked in a small firm. 8ix men were picked
out‘of the parade. When the parade had been dismissed, we
weré' informed by the 0/C. that there was to be an attack on
the:custum House on the following day. We them left Blackhall
St.:anﬂ wont down to the Custom House to examine the position
we were to tske up, which was at the corner of Beresford Place
and’ 8tore 5%, right opposite the main door of the Custom Houss.
We }acaive& very oxpliclit instructions as to what to do in the
av{nt of a party of Tans passing our position. We were not
to fire at them or attack them. If, however, a party of Tans
caﬁa_tc attack us, we were to hold on for as long as we could,
and then,'whila retreating from the Cus tom House, to fire at
thém, forcing them to follow us. The reason for this was to
give the men inside the Custom House a fighting chance of
g&#ting'away. We were to0 be in our position five or ten

miﬁutea before midday or one o'clock - I am not sure which.
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On the following day, I was welking down Talbot St.

towards a laneway which would take me direectly to my poseition,
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when'my 0/C., Bob Oman, ceme along and told me to take up
position immedietely. The first thing ¥ observed was men
bringing petrol, or paraffin oil, or inflammasble material from
lorries into the Cus tom House. When an Inspector of the D.M.P.
pasa?d our position, I suggested to the 0/C. to hold him and
take him into a iall, but he said: "No, leave him alone', The

0/C., who was my uncle, wes sitting in a doorway, four or five

‘yerds away from me. The Imspector went into Store St. Police

Station. He must have observed us lying around. T have an
‘iﬁeafthere was @ connection, because shortly afterwards a
sergeant and policeman left Store St. and welked over to the ma
main door of the Custom House. They were about to enter,
th&ﬁ.appaarad, from whers I wae looking, to change their mind,
and ihey walked up towards Beresford Place, on the Custom
Hauéﬂ side. They had not proceeded ten paces, when a young
led left tha Custom House, with a gun 1n.his hand, and raced
af teér them. When he ovartook them, ha tnld them tu reverse
back to the Custom House, but they refused. My ch. ordered
me ﬁo go over and give the young led a hand with them. I weﬁt
over snd threstened the two men that if they did not enter
the Custom House I would plug them, becsuse I saw that they
were drawing attention. They returned to the Custom House
frﬂﬁt door, where they were taken in, eand I was ordered back

to my poat,

The next thing was the arrival of the Teans. The first
I saw of them was when they wheeled around towards Liberty
Hali. I heard the scream of the care coming inte Beresford
?iape; at Liberty Hell, and they kept coming at a terrific
rate. I had to admire their courage; they seemed to have no
fear. They Jumped over the sides of the cars, with guns in
their hands, and immediately pandemonium broke loese. Firearms
waré discharging. Bombs were exploding. During this time, '
we 'ivere standing in our pusitiﬂn. When th'e Tans moved towards

Gardiner St. the Volunteers there opemed fire on them and went
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up Gardiner Streeit., When we saw the Tans at Gardiner St.
we. é-penad fire, turned and ren. A8 we were paaﬂing Monks'
Bakery, the D.M.P. opeped fire on us from Store Street.
Wie kept running -and asgembled st the Gloucester Diamond.

Our: ruse apparently did not succeed, as the Tans did not
follow us. We had a discussion as to what we should do. One
:l:lanI said: "They'll throw a cordon esround the area and the
best thing to do is to get out". Te did not have much time
to ;iiaauaa our position as, just then, we obaerved an
am:nureﬁ car coming up Gloucester St. and we decided to go
to 'our homes. I took two men of my own company with me,
as I was acquainted with the locality. We went by Eu&msrhill
into H;.ztt.on'a Lané, end made our wey to where I was then
living - Ignatius Road. After having a cup of tea, my two

comrades went home, leaving their guns in my house.

signed: William Q&
&
Date: 7 W(?fa
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