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STATEMRNT OF CIROUIT JUDGE OHARLES WYSE POWER,

‘81 Wellington Road, Dublin.

I was celled to the Bar in November 1913. I had studied
in Trinity Collegs, Dublin; having obitained a sizarship there.
I was-secretary of the Gaelic Society of the College which I
had helped to found, and after I had taken my degree I '
continued to be interested in it. The Eoﬁie-tr was to hold a
meeting in commemoration of Thomas Davis in the Autumn of 1914,
and I invited Padreig Pearse -smong others to speak at it and
he consented. The Provost of the College, Mshaffy, however,
who was strongly pro-British, on hearing of this, informed me
that he would not a‘.linw the meeting as tha”mﬂn called !"rrzulsu'atan'r
who was on the 1ist of speskers d1a not stand for the interests
of' the British Empire, which Trinit;r College represented.
That.did not prevent us fmﬁ.hnlding the meeting. We hired the
antient Concert Rooms in Brunswick St. and we had a very
successful meeting at which Yeats and Tom Kettle, as well as

Poearse, spoke.

I wae enrolled as a Volunteer in November 1913 and took
part in the drilling. Not very long after, however, I was told
by Sean McDermott and Tom Clarke that I wowld be more use to
them a8 a lawyer than as an active Volunteer. Subsequently
I was requested by them to defend members of the organisation
who were arrested on charges of sedition, etc., such as Seen
Hegarty, Denis McCullough, Herbert Moore Pim, Liam Mellows and
Erpest Blythe. It was found ®ifficult and considered
inadvisable to entrust such cases to other lawyers who for the
most part were reluctant to undertake the defence of these
Volunteers. At this stage, Tim Healy was the only one of the
seniors who was prepared t;: defend Bﬁnh cafges. He was, I
remeuber, Bénior Counsel in the case of Seen Hegarty against
whom the charges were very serious from the Court's point of
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115@;55 there were quantities: of ammunition, gelignite and
other war material, as well as stacks of leaflets of the
most violent nature, as the authorities put it, such as

"If the Germans come to Wexford they will be received as .
friends", found in the house at Enniscorthy, where he was
arrested. Before the trial at Green 8%. we held a couple

of conferences to discusa the lines on which the defence was
t0 be conducted aend Sean McDemmott was present. Tim Healy
did mot know who Sean was snd he asked me gbout him after
the first conference. I told him he was an officer of the
organisation to which Hegarty belonged. Tim understocod at
once thaet I meant the I.R.B. and he was consldersbly taken
gback. He asked me: "Do you meen to say they iqtand to come
out again wilth the guns?". I ssid I thought so.

At the next conference he affected not to know any thing
ebout 8ean. In the course of thé conference, however, Bean
géaid: "Mr. Healy, do you remember a certain oath you took |
at Newcastle~on-Tyne on the ....... .o 1879%" mentioning a
date on which Tim Healy was enrolled in the I.R.B. in England
Tim Healy then realised the seriousness: of the situatlon in
Ireland, but that reslisation did not take from his courage
in aceepting the brief for the defence. From that on he was
always with his ability and counsel at the disposal of the
new movement. He made a magnificapt defence of Hegarty, who
wag tried three times, but in each case the Dublin jury
dissgreed. The Crown then dropped the proceedings. I may

a8 woell add that Tim returned ithe fee that was sent to him.

Tha next move by the BErlitish military was to serve
notice under D.C.R.A. on four prominent Volunteers = Denis
McCullough, Herbert Moore Pim, Ernest Blythe and Liam Mgllowe
to leave their humaa and places of business and live in
certain prescribed areas. McCullough was oprdered to live

in Limavedy or somowhere. They, of course, refused to cobey
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and were arrested and tried for thelr z-érusa-l. The three
North of Ireland men were tried before a Resident Magistrate
to answer their refusal to obey the order. Agaln they hed
difficulty in getting senior counsel to lead me. All refused
except Henry Hanna, a dyed-in-the-wool Unioniet, whose view
was that 1t waes the duty of a member of the Bar to defm;d
anybody charged with an oi'ﬂ;anca, if asked o do so. Of course
there was mo defence in law, but, in splte of that, Hanna made
a very good speech on the basia that D.0.R.A. was purely a .
military defence measure and was never intended,when the
House of Commons passed it, to dlctate to an Irishmen as to
where he was to live in his own countiry. Th:; R.M. had
obviouely mc option l:mt to impose a prison sentence and each
of the three goi three: months. Liam Iﬁellnwa- was tried in
Dublin on the seme charge and with the same result. He was
defemded by John O'Byrne. These trials took place during

the Oireaschtas of the Gaelic League in Dundalk which changed
the policy of the League and led to Dr. Hyde's surrender of
its- Presidency. |

Barly in December 1915, there wae &n aonach, I think in
the Abbey Theatre. I had juet come back from Westport where
I had been asked by John McBride to defend a mumber of young
Volunteers who had been charged with interfering with a
recruiting meeting. They were tried by the Resident
Magistrate, ¥Milling, who was the man whose speech ﬁt the
recrulting peeting they were charged with interrupting; of
course, in the circumstances: they were convicted. -011 my
return I went to the aonach, met John McBride and told him
the result of the trial at Weeiport. O'Rahilly was there and
apoke to me. He wanted some help urgently in shifting arms
ani ammunition as he a:pac;tuﬂ a raid on his house. I went
with him in his car to his home in Herbert Park. The siuff
wes teken out of the house in suit cases and put into the car

We Avvrreand wawd AP 4+ 97 the houae of a Br. Cox in Eammt
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and the remainder was brought to the Misses Young's house in’

Templeogue.

I wes one of the links between SBesn McDermott and the
Limerick Volunteers: in Holy Week 1916, BEarly in that week,
I think on _‘Tuesdsay, I came home to 21 Henry St. end- suddenly
1 found Sean standing beside me. I can't say whether he was
attending h meeting at the house or whether he hed come 1in
from gsomewhere else. He told me he wanted me to go to Limerick
by the 6 o'clock train that evening with a dispatch for John
Daly. He handed me anhnvelnpa nhia:h he saild cnﬁtainad £60 in
bank notes. I don't Ikmow what else was in the envelope. He
alsy gave me a verbal message. He told me if there was any
danger of my being searched on thﬁ journey I was to get rid
of the envelope and its contents through the window, but I was
t0 keep t}m meseage in my head. The verbal message was: "The’
wireless: stuff will be landed in Cshirciveen". This muet have
been a code of course, as no wirelesa: could be lended at

Cehirciveen.

At Kingsbridge I saw Brighid Fn]:er who obviously was
carrying a dispatch too, as she seemed nervous. I signed to
her not %o talk to me and I got into a second class carriags;
I thought that a safer way of travelling. I arrived in
Limerick round asbout 10 o'clock. The Dalys lived in one of
the streete leading from the station - I can't now remember
the name of it. When I reached it I saw a couple of R.I.C.
men pati-olling it, 80 I walked indifferently past them io
0'Connell St. and into Cruise's Hotel. I dawdled over = "
bottle of stout and returned about 11 o'clock to find that the
R.I.C. had gone. I knocked at the door and saw Itjliaa: Madge
Daly. I told her I had a message from Sean McDﬂ;nott. She
brought me in and shortly after Sean § Murthuile and Sean
Fitzgibbon came downsteirs. I gave the envelope and verbal

megsage to Sean O Murthuile and they went upstairs agein.
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I spent the next couple of hours talking to John Daly whose .
mind was perfectly alert. We discussed the characters of the
different leaders of the movement and I remember John Daly
wondered how many of them were whet he called "cardboard
Fenians" end how many genuine fighters. About L.o'clock

the two upstairs came back accompanied by Colivet - I don't
know whether he had come in in the meantime, or whether he

bad been there all the time. ¢ Murthuile said "You'll have

to go beck by the first trein in the morning, bring Colivet
and put him-in touch with Sean McDermott. I slept at Daly's

thet night.

On the following morning I returned to Dublin. Colivet
and I hed decided mot to travel together at least until we
had pessed Limerick Junction, s I was known on that line,
having travelled it several times on circult. We travelled
tha last part of the journey together, but Colivet did not
tell meé what was bringing him to Dublin or why he wanted to
see McDermott. At Kingsbridge we separated again. I took an
outside car, Colivet took enother and followed me at some
distance. I stopped at the office of "Irish Freedom" in
D'Olier St. and the other car stopped toc. Sean McDermott

was not in the office and I wes directed to an address in

Amiens 8t. I drove to 1t, still followed by Coliwet in his

car and,having mede sure that McDermott was there, I parted
with Colivet who went into the house. I feel fairly sure it
was Tuesdey I went to Limpriﬁk and that I returned on
Wednesday, as I have a distinct recollection of not going to
Haaé on Holﬁ fhuraﬂay and that I could have done. Colivet
would be able to confirm that, or Brighid Foley or Madge Daly.

In August or September 1917, when I wes in Tralee in
connection with the trial of those charged as being concerned
in the "Ballybunionh shooting" I discussed this missdon of mine
to Limerick with Austin Stack and Frank Fshy., ani Auetin
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salid: "I wish I had got that message in time, 1t would have
made such a difference"”. There must have been a breakdown
somewhere in the communications. I can't tell you what day
Sean Fitzgibbon travelled to Limerick or whether he visited

Tralee. I would not be surprised to hear that he travelled
to Limerick on Tuesday.

On Good Friday I went for a walk towards the mountains
with Seamus 0'Sullivan, Arthur Griffith and Michasl Noyk;
I am not sure whether Jack Morrow was with us. Mickael Noyk
reminded me recently that when we were parting that avﬁniné
with Arthur Griffith at Harcourt St.Station, Griffith said:
"Well, boys, we may not meet for some time"., The 1ﬁfaranéa
was plain, that he was aware something out of the ordinary

was about to happen.

" On Holy Saturday evening about 8 o'clock, I was in the
Ship Bar in Abbey St. esnd Sesn McDermott was thhrﬁ. Mi ek
Crowe, who wes en suditor in the G.S. R1ys. and had come
back that day from Tralee where he had been on business
told us sbout the events of Good Friday there. He said that
on Saturday morning, hearing the tramp.nf men marching on the
street, he looked out of his window at the hotel and saw a
tired looking men with a beard being brought by police 1in the
direction of the railwey station. He had been told by the
railway people that the man was Casement.

Sean McDermott suggested to me that 1t was essential to
discover (a) who the prisoner was and (b) where the British
had bromght him. The old military prisan in Arbour Hill had
always been the place where dangerous political prisoners had
been held by the British from the time of Wolfe Tone,and
either Michael Noyk or myself suggested that Casement might
probebly be there. Michael and I had frequently been there

during the previous 18 months to see political prisoners and

- - . P . n o
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willing to accept gifts. Following Sean's instructions the
two uf.ua went to Arbour Hill early on Sunday morning. We
ad a notional prisonser in our mind and we asked could we
interview him. Uafortunately, our sergeasnt-major was not
available anﬁ from the look of the Arbour Hill garrison,
there was nothing we could do and we were plainly unwelcome.
We came awn??ﬂuma time during the day we reported our failure

to Seen - I can't now remember where.

At @bout 4 or 5 o'clock that dey I saw Patrick Pearse
eycling along Abbey 8t. from the &iraction of Liberty Hall.
He sfopped at the Hibernien Bank and put a large brief
envelope into the letter box. He cycled away egain. This
Bank uﬁs, of course, occup ied by the vblunﬁaara the following
day and I often wondered afterwarde what that envelope
conteined. Did it contein Pa;rae'a.inatructions to the
manager, or & warning? At that time the managers lived over
the banks.

That evening sbout 8 o'clock I went to the Keating Branch
at 18 North Frederick 8t., a8 I did ususlly on Sunday nights.
when I walked in I found the place a sort of an armed camp
instead of a ceili hall. On the half turn of the stairs
Gearoid O'Sullivan, Diarmuid O'Hegarty and Fionan Lynch were
oiling their rifles and their gutomatics. When I went to
the first floor I found Pisras Beasley in the course of
wrapping himself in a rug insisting that he meant to have a
good night's sleep on the floor before the war started the
following sey. I cen't recollect who seid to me - I am
inclined to think it would be Sean McDermott - "Hold on, you
may be wanted upstairs". I think Mick Foley wase there.
Later on I was called to the room upstairs and there were
Padreig and Willie Pearse, Sean McDermott and Miss Perolz.

I can't remember who else was there. I was: told that Mies

Papolz had cartsin instructions that would keep her out all
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night and I was asked would I go with her to the wvarious
places where she had to deliver her messages. It was:
impressed on me that all the messages hafi to get away by the
first train in the morning. I got an independent meszage to
give to my sister, Nancy, and was directed to make certain
that Miss Perolz's messages would be delivered and herself
departed by the Cork mail in time to ensure Nancy's departure
by the firet train for Borris-in-Ossory. '

- Miss Perols'e first visit was to Liberty Hsll where, I
believe, she saw James Connolly. Iiberty Hall was full .of
armed men, some on guard and some of them asleep on the floor
begide their rifles. . It was then about midnight and there
wes some Aifficulty in getting in, but Mise Perolz geve a
password which obtained our admittance. After a short while
we set out again on our journey. We next visited Mise
Elizabeth 0'Farrell in Lr. Mount B_‘Ib._. We lmocked her up and

she amd another girl came down and Mise Perolz gave her the

messages she had for them. Then we went to Mrs., McGarry's

house in Fitzwilliam St. or Squar; and delivered the message

that was to be taken to Limerick, which I believe was duly
taken. By this time it must have been 4 o'clock.

The only messages now outstanding were those of Miss
Perolz and ::w niatai-, Hancy, and as Miss: Perolz had to collect
her things, I walked back with her to her hon:ua in Nth. Great
Georges St. 8She prepared for the ;]_uﬁmﬂy to Cork and we had
some tea. I then walked with her as far as the Gr&;ham and
put her on an outside car for the early Cork mail.

I then went home and gave the outstanding message to
Hancy who wae to take a diapatr.:h to Borris-in-Ossory. I
regarded my night's work as - done and went to bed. '

I was eroused from my sleep by the nolse of firing all
around our house in Henry St. I dressed and went along by the
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metal bridge to the house of a friend who lived nmear South
Circular Road. On my right was the Battle of the Castle and
the City Hall and at Kelly's corner the Volunteers were
defending Davy's publichouse against the British troops in
Por tobello. On that evening ~ Monday - my friend and myself
walked down O'Connell 8t. as far as the G.P.0. to0 see what
was happening. We satood on the pavement opposite the building
and I shall not forget the strange atmosphere of that evening.

There were no trams, horses, motor cars or traffic of any

kind., There was a huth over the street and the Dublin pecple
were standing looking at the flag amd wondering what the whole
thing was &ll about. . Not a shot was {0 be hesrd and the

enly physical facts of what had happened thet dsy was a Gead
horse about 20 yards on the north side of the Piller. This
horse haed been ridden by one of the Lancers. I was struck by
the complete stillness. I saw 16-~20 extremely tired men each
carrying a rifle end led by Domhnall § Buachalla coming down
Upr. O'Comnell St. They wheeled right at the Pillar and
entered the G.P.O. '

We were Joined by Sir Simon Maddock, a wall-knuwh Free-
meson and .Uninnis't_._ I said: "What do you think of this, Sam?"
He said: "Charlie, you have caught us on the wrong hip this
time". I said: "What do you think is 'going to be the end of
14", He said: "It 1s a brave thing to have done and brave

men always win".

On the Tuesday 1 met Frank Sheehy Skeffington: outside:
the College of Surgeons coming up from the direction of
Grafton 8t, He carried a little cane in his hend and told me
he was orgasnising a citizens' committee to stop the looting
which had begun. That wes: the last time I saw him. It was,
I think, Dn the followling dﬁ' I was told he had been executed
without trisl by the British military.
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During the week after the surrender my friend and I
decided to go out to Bray by train from;Ha}cﬁurt 5t. Hawving
bought our tickata:ahﬂttakﬂn our seats & G-man called, I thin
Ryen, recognised me end hailed me out of the train. My

- friend, realising what might happen, went to the bookstall

and bought the Morning Post which he handed to me with a
wink. I was brought into a room 1n the station but no
ineriminating documents were found on me except the Morning

- Post. My friend, as I heard afterwards, at once went on a

hack to the Castle, saw the then AttOrney General,-Sir James
H.M. Campbell, afterwards Lord Glenavy. My friend complained
to him of the arrest of a barrister who, he said, had done
nnthiﬁg except defend political prisoners. I was marched
out of the station with a corporals' guard and I gathered I
was being brought to the R.D.S. The guard, not knowing the
city, lost their way and in the middle of Fitzwilliam 8%.
they halted and asked where was the R.D.S. I told them the
direct way which was via Leeson St. Bridge. I was brought
into the Main Hall of the R.D.S. and as I passed in I sew

& ome wallknmwn-whluntea&ﬂ huddled together in a small hnw;

I was left alome for a long time under the guard of one
soldier. Eventually I was conducted to & room in the
Penbroke Town Hall where I was interviewed by aﬁ officer
with red tabs. I knew at once I wee in the presence of an
intelligence officer. He examined the pass: which I had
obtained e few days previously from the Cestle and which

established my identity and my address. He told me that what

vwas against me was that I had given a false sddress amd that
my correct address should have been givem as 21 Henryf# Street
The address I had given wae that of my friemd with whom I
hed been staying during Esster Week: I pointed ocut to him
that X had I given 21 HBﬁr? 8t. it would have been a false:

address, because that house no longer existed.

o & B - . - P — o - J—
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being made against me, I realised that my friend's visit to
the Castle had resulted in curbing further inguiries. The
officer asked me would I undertaks to repoft to the R,ﬁ.s.
each morning at 10 o'clock. I aakaﬂ!hiﬁ for a laissez-passer
because the hridges were still held by the military. After

gome discussion he agreed to give it to ms.

I reported as directed for 4 .or b days, each day to a
different officer. Not one of them knew yhy I wae reporting
or wﬁo I was., On the Sunday- I reported and found to my
satisfaction that the officer in charge was an Irishman
called Hutchinson. He told me that ha-knew my friend with
whem he had plsyed cricket and said "For goodness sake, don't
come mear this place again". I eaid: "What about my parocle
which I regard as a word of honour?". He said: "In these
days, t0 hell with words uf honour®. I walked out. -

The executed men were not permitted to have Counsel
because they were tried by ihat was called Field General
Courtmartial. After the last of the leaders had been
executed, persons cherged before courtmartisl were for the
first time permitted to have the assistance of solicitors

and counsel.

About three weeks before the Rising there had been &
clash in Tullamore between the Volunteers and the R.I.C. to
the great annoyance of Tum.clarkq and Baaﬁ.HcDermntt. As a
result of a police attack on them some of the Volunteers loet
their tempers and fired on the pnlica.. They were arrested
and brought before the R.M. Callen and I was instructed to
go to Tullamore, knowing that they would be returned for trir
and to ensure that in the proceedings before the R.M.
nothing should be disclosed that would give the R.I.C. any
more information than they had; These men were remanded in

custody for the next assizes. The next thing their

. - . PP . A -
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instead of By a jury. Of course Easter Week intervened.

My leading counsel wae Tim Healy.

On the day before that ;119& for the courtmartisl, and
this muat have heen ﬁna of the first courtsmartial at whlch
counsel were gllowed to appear for a pérsun charged, I went
to Richmond Berracks. where the prisonera were held. I saw
Mr. Wylie and told him that my leading Counsel, Mr. Healy,
would net be available until the following week. He at once
accommodated me' snd explained'the position.to the President
of the Court, General Blackadder, who agresd to aqinurn the
trial. :

On my way out of the court-room I saw Eoln MacNeill
standing in a smsll adjoining room walting to be brought in
to his courtmartial. I took the opporiunity of speaking to
him, He gave me & personal messsge of consolation for his
wife. I aleo saw Brigadier General Joseph Byrne who aftazf
wards became head of the R.I.C.:

The prisoners were triaﬁ the next week. Tim Healy
defended., We made the point that theyrsggngfully before the
court, for, if they had committed any offence, 1f had been
committed some weeks before the proclamatinn of martial law.
Tha general courtmartial appeered to think very little of this
point and the men were duly convicted subject to the usual
confirmation by the Gﬂﬂﬁéﬂl Officer Commanding. Tim Healy
must have taken the matter intc his own hands and used
political pressure in England, for the next thing we heard
was thet the G.0.C. refused to confirm the convietion. It
was Brigadier General Joserh Byrne who telephoned the informa-
tion to me with obviocus pleasure. Thils was the firat check
the military received. This wes the only trisl arising out
of 1916 with which I was concerned. |

Tha ATt Plara=-tnun that occeurrad vag the Roscommon
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election in Feb. 1917 with which , however, I had no
oonnsctiome Then followed the Longford election in which
I took an active pari. My role was generally to watch the

" legal position of the candidate as he wes still serving his

aentence of penal sarvituﬁa in lieu of the death sentence
which Iad been pmsssed on him in 1916 end it was feared that
theré was & possibility thet the Redmondites might raise the
point that he wes & felon and therefore incapable of being
a candidate for election. The point was not reised and I
remained on until the polling day and I was privileged to
be present at the count. The first declared result
announced that the Hedmondite had Bbeen elected by a majority
of thirteen. The votes had been counted in bundles of Fifty
placed on each side of the teble. When this was emmounced
the Redmondites inside and outside the courthouse physically
danced for joy. Looking out of the window I saw Arthur
Griffith and our supporters looking very glum on the other
side of the street. Joe McGrath t0ld me to go out and
resgsure them. He had rapidly calculated that the united

~wotes for both candidates were fifty short of the total voter

cagte The fifty wvoles were fuunﬂ:inmmﬂiately anq they were
MeGuinness's, thus sltering a minority of thirteen against
McGuinness: to a majority of thirty seven for him.

The effect of this election might be gauged from the
comment of the Manchester Guardiasn of the following morning:
"The S8inn Fein victory is the equivalent of a serious Britist
defeat in the field".

The mext matiter of importance: that I remember was: the
release of what the British called the "“convicted" prisoners
in &unﬂ 191%7. In the interval, a proposal for a setilement
of what was: known ge the Irish guestion hed been put forward

by the British Premier. It involved an agreemenf to some
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in Ireland, including a ramarkdbla'ﬁncuﬁanm 8igned by all
the Irish hierarchy and three Protestant bishops. Mr.
Redmond, who was shakem by the result of the South Longford
electiom, said he would "always ha‘raady t0 meet my Irish
opponents and English friends in conference". Then followed

the famocus Convention in July 1917.

What I believe to have been a result of the South
Longford election was Mr. Lloyd George's proposed Summoning
of what is now known as his famous Irish Convention. For

the first time, the words "Sinn Feiner" were used in a

complimentary way in the British House of Commons, for Mr,

Lloyd George said: "I hope every Irishman, including my
fr;énﬂﬂ, the Sinn Feiners, will attend the ﬁppvﬂntion?. Mr.
Arthur Griffith, who was the only responsible leader at large
at the time, seid in his newspaper that no Sinn Feiner who
even knew the maaniﬁg of the word "S8inn Fein" would have

anything to do with this Convention.

The prisoners: in the English Convict jails were released
on June 17th. About that time, there was a vacancy for a

Beat in the British House of Commons. It hed been caused by

the death, on active service in France, of Major W.A.Redmond,
brother of Mr. John E. Rqﬁmgnﬁ. the leader of the Irish party.
All the errangements for Mr. Lloyd George's Convention had, |
by that time, been mede but, to the aurpriaa of the British
Government, Sinn Feln proposed to challenge the seat in East

.Clare, and thelr nomines was Mr. Esmon de Valera. His

opponent was Mr. Patrick Lynch, K.C. One of the strong cards
inSinn Fein's hands was thet Mr. Lynch was a Crown Prosecutor
The whole feeling in Dublin end the cities, as exemplified by

the then newspapers, such as, the Cork Exeminer, the Freemen

end the Irish Times was: "Who is this young men, de Valera?t"
and, in addition, "Is is not a scandal that a gallant officer'.

plece = one who has laid down his 148 i1 Frenes — ohomTd s
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be taken, as it is in England, by an agreed nominee?". The
announcement of the result of the poll on the 1lth July 1917,
went through Ireland 1ike wildfire, for Mr. de Valera had
polled at least three to one.

Inmediately after the election of Mr. de Valera, all .
netionalist Ireland lost Interest in the proceedings of the
Irish Convention, which was sitting in Dublin and which was
8till ploughing its heavy way to a golution that had been
killed by the Clare eleciion.

Throughout the country, there were iuita harmless
celebrations of the B:I.-nn Fein victory. In the seaslde town
of Ballybumion the people, and those from the couniry outside,
decided to march peacefully through the town-with a few’
torches and some tricolour flags. On their way, they had to
pass the police barracks and, ae they passed, five members of
the R.I.ﬁ. without any warning or eignal, opened fire upon
the . crowd with rifles. One man, Scanlon, wae shot dead a8
he stood talking to a girl. | '

The matte¥ appesred to be deelt with lightly in the
newepapers. Bvidently, the ’trua facte came to Dublin, to
Mr. Arthur Griffith, who came to me and asked me would I
go down to Ballybunion specially with carte blanche, to find
out what happened. I said: "I will want a solicitor". He
sald: "Try Hugh O'Brien Morasn in Limerick". Hugh pdssed me
on to his uncle, John Morsn, in Listowsl.

I went to Ballybunion with Mr. “:.rnhn Moran, who had
eppeared at the inguest. The jury had found a verdict of
wilful murder against the police. The enBwer of the R.I.C.
to this was to arrest eight of those who had taken part in
the procession and charge them with unlawful assembly and
rioting. They had all been remanded for eight days in Tralee.
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the Pesce: to issue a warrant for the arrest of the policeman
who had been named in the Coroner's Court as having fired the
shot. Mr. Moran and I appeared formally before the Juntﬁne.
of the Peace, and he at once issued a warrant for the arrest
of Constable Lyons. Mr. Moran end I walked over to0 the
District Inspector {Hb}low) in Listowel and handed him the
warrant for execution. Despite all this, Constable Lyons was

never brought before any court on the charge made in the

warrant, at that time.

A week afterwards, the taking of the depositions began
in fralee against the eightlman charged with riotous assembly
gnd the Castle pald me the tribute of sending Mr. John P.
Powell, K.C., to prosecute. The depositions were taken: by
8ir Albert Meldon. The second witness called for ihe
prosecution wse Constable Lyons. WMy first -remerk to him in
crosg—-examination was: "You are, of course, a fugitive from
justice?" Before he could enswer, there were loud cheers im
the gellery, republican flags were flown, and the next thing,
a baton charge in the courthouse. After an interval, the
court wee resumed, and the men were ultimately sent for trial
to the Cork Winter Assizes.

Some time before the Winter Assizes in Cork, Constable
Lyons was brought to a Resident Magistrate and he was
prosecuted by the Attorney General for murder. The trial
took place in Listowel. The Castle had appointed a solicitor
nemed Marshell to eppear for him. The trisl was, of course,
a farce, Lyons was proseculed by the ssme Attorpey General
who had prosecuted the eight men whose fate was 8till in
thﬂ belance. A solicitor was instructed by the Castle to
eppear for them, but, of course, his instructions were to
keep his mouth shut. Only a fragment of evidence was
produced sgainst the constable, leaving the R.M. with no

option but to refuse informations. (It was during that week
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that I had tho walk and t&lk with Austin Stack and Frank
Fahy, to which I referred in the earlier part of my statement).

The eight men were tried at the Cork Winter Assizes in
Daecember 1917, before the High Court Judge, Mr. Justice W.F.
Kenny, and a spacial jury. Again, the Caestle paid me the
tribute of ﬂandip.g down Serjeant A.M. Sullivan, Mr. E.J.
McElligott. and Mr., James Riordan. We finished in a day.

The ﬂpeg:ial Jury acquitted three; Serjeant Sullivan was forced
to drop his case against one, end the Jury disagreed as to
the remaining four, who were remanded in custody. A4 few
iaeku afterwards, Mr. Moran got a communication from the
Castle that they did mot propose to have a second trial,

This Ballybunion episode was the first manifestation of
real savagery by the police, and there is no doubt it was the
East Clare election that hrought this out in them.

A similer aamdhatration took place in Abheydorney at about
the same time, and ten people were charged with riotous
asgembly. They were convicted by twn ﬁaaiﬂent Magistrates
(Wing and Jones) and sentamﬁ to three months' mriaonmant
and to enter into bail to be of good behaviour for three years.
It was tha" firat time that the British Government had |
re-invoked the old Crimes Act of 188%7. I noticed that, ﬁndar
the Crimes Act, there is an appeal through the Resident
Maglistrate to the County Court Judge and I took advantage of it
The appeal was heard by Judge Charles Drumgoole in Tralee. He
never opened his mouth during the trial but, when the itrial
was over, hé remarked: "I think the government and police are
gravely niiagakaane. in this matter. The Crimes act was mnever
passed for the purpose of charging lnnocent people inmocently
celebrating the vietory of the men in whom they politically

- believe", He reversed the whole thing and they wer}t free.

Thet finished prosecutions umder the Crimes Act. They never
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On the 6th March 1918, John Redmond died. At the
subsequent by-election for the City of Waterford, Sinn Feim
met with ite firet check. Sinn Fein had a strong candidate
in Dr. V. White, who was very pupﬁlar with the poer people
to whom he was very kind, but the weight of the Waterford
pig'huyara in Ballybricken, who had supported John Redmond
to a men at the time of the Parnell split, was decisive
in.electing hie son, Captain: Willie Redmond. The election

wae distinguished by the most disgraceful ecenes. Every

‘woman in Waterford who had her husband in. the British army -

and there were many - we called them “seﬁaratinnﬂ women -
was firet made half-drunk each evening and then let locse
on the streets with their aprons laden with siones.

Bveryone they thought was a Sinn Feiner was attacked, and
the windows of every shopkeeper thé;? thought wes a Sinn
Feiner were smashed. The police, as usual, ﬂ:toud by. They
arrested two individuels: out of the whole election, and they
were both supporters of Dr. White. One of them wes a '
golicitor's maneging clerk, called Passau, and I cannot
recollsct the mame of the other, -Tha charge against the
latter wae that he wore a kilt and played in a pipers’ band,
and this was held to be a breach of the peace, The charge |
against Passsu was that he had used firﬂérME, but, when
coming home from a meeting accompanied by Sean Milroy and
othere, they were attacked at s street cornsr by some of

thess women.

Pasaau was subsequently tried at the July Assizes at
Waterford. In the interwvsl, the German plot sweep had tsken
place, and Sean Milroy end others were them in prison in
Englaend. We applied to the British Home Office for the
attendance of Sean Milroy and four or five officers whose
nameg I forget, to attend as wiineeses and, in all falrness

to the British Home Uffiou, the prisoners were all sent
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meén we wanted wes in Belfast Jail, but the Irish Government,

that is, the Castle authorities, refused blankly to let us

" have him. However, the men from Enmglend had guite a plessant

holiday in Waterford Jail and met many of their friends. I
waB eble to see them in the prison, and I am sure a lot of
other people saw them too. We wers rather afraid of the
Waterford jury on account of the heat that had been engendered
by the Waterford electlon, as it was likely that the wast
majority of them would be Redmondites. Rather surprisingly,
he was ecquitted. I think the reason was that even these
Redmond men had begun to be ashsmed of the conduct of the
pulice{

On the nccéaicn of the murder by British troops of a
young man, celled Thomas Russell, in Carrigasholt, 1 remember
belng asked to go %o the inguest for the next-of-kin, as I
wag engsged 1n appearing for a ¢ivilian member of the Cork
Gentral Branch of Sinn Fein Club who had been brutally beaten
by the police, I h;ﬁ to refuse. The Cork police hed come out
and entered the Sinn Fein Club, situated st the bottom of
Patrick's Hill, while a meeting was in progress. There was:
no question of any of them being armed, but the police used
their rifle butts on the people in the room and injured an
accountent, called Brede, and broke his leg. I advised that
an ardinarg ¢ivil action should be brought ageinst the
policeman concerned for essault. The trial was fixed for the
first week of April. The action was tried by the Recorder of
Cork and & civil jury. The police were represented by the
Crown Solicitor, Mr. Jasper Woulfe. He fell hack on the
wellknown tfick of challenging the jurors, so that there would
not be a juror left to .try the case, but we managed to get
the full complement. The Recorder took the matter entirely
into his own hands and said to the Jury: “Gantléﬁﬂn, here

are grave chargee against the police, but, when any one of
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force, the Royal Irish Gonstabuiarylﬂ. Just before I rose
to address: the Jury, somebody showed me a copy of the Cork
Bxamiper, conveying the information that the Manpower Act
had been extended the previous night to Ireland. I took it
a8 the text of my speech to the ﬁhmw end said: "Despite what
the learned Recorder hes said, this means that great and wide
and untrammeled powerse are going to be given to the police
for the future. You have the evidence of what they have done
in this case hefore they got those powers, end you can
imagine whet is going to happen in the future". The jury,
despite the Recorder, awarded the injured man £40 damages.

An 0ld gemtlemen, called Sammy Young, aged sbout ninety=-
three, represented the Cavan constituenoy in Westminster.
His death was daily expected by the Sinn Feiners, while the
Parliamentary Party were doing their best to keep him alive,
80 a8 not to have to face another defeet. He died in the
middle of the Mansion House §omfarence on consoription.
There wae & suggestion then that there should be no contest,
but that ‘the seat would be left with the Party, having regard
to the sitting of the Mansion House Conference. Griffith
answered that by saying: "Let's have a plebiscite instead of
a contest'., As the parties could not agree, yet another
election took place. Arthur Griffith wae elected by a vast
majority of 1,200 votes. His opponent was a man called
O'Hanlon. During May and June, I took part in canvasesing
and general organiéing for this electlion, but there was no

real enthusiasm-in it because it was a foregone conclusion.

At the general electien in December 1918, I was presiding
officer at ihle polling station in North King $t. Dublin. T
cannot, et the moment, remember who the Redmondite candidate
was, except that he was beaten out of sight before midday
had passed. '
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I was in Tipperary town on the Zlat Jamary 1915, the
day ﬁf the Soloheadbeg shooting. I would say that the bulk
of the shopkeepers and hotel-keepers in the town were anxious
for protection from the militery. At that time, Tipperary
had an enormous military barracks. There was no sympathy
whatsoever for the Velunteers. That was the beginmning of
direct action by the army of the I.R.A. For the naxt five
or six months, all through Tipperary, wea the hunt for Dan
Breen and his compenions, but thelr reply was the shooting
of District Inspectors and police. South Tipperary was
procleimed s military area on the 24th Jamuary.

The distinction betwsen declaring sn area to be a

.military area and declaring an area to be subject to martisl

law is thet in a military area, which might be limited to a
very small portion of a county, the civil court continues
to function, but the military have the right to make such
ordere ss they wish, ae regards closing down houses or even
proclaiming curfew or probably search, while martiel law
takes away from the civil courts all their functions.

On the 9th May 1919, I was present at the Hansion House
to hear the Dail members receiving the American delegates
(Messrs. Ryan, Walsh and Dunne). I think thé meeting was -
fixed for about eight o'clock, and, at half-past sevem,
the Mansion House was rﬁi&eﬁ. It was entirely a militery
raid. They found nobody, but they took their lorries to the
other side of the roed, oPpuait& t0o the Mansion House. Just
before the meeting sterted, very ﬂramatically there appaaraﬂ
on the platform Michael Collins in full militery uniform.
After hearing the speeches of the American delegates, I
walked out and down Dawson St. as I wanted to see what the .
military were doing. They were driving slowly awsy end,
for the firet time, I saw the militery being stoned, as they
drove slowlv down the street. by the people. I had o
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admire the officer in charge who kepi his men well in hand,

and they drove away.

It is my belief that, fﬁﬁm that on, the real war against

the R.I.C. began. As & result of the Scloheadbeg affair,
the activities of the R.I.C. hanaﬁﬂ more vignruuﬁ. It led
to the arreat by the R.I.C. of Boan.Hngan some months after-

wards. A message was sent to the I. R.A. in Tipperary town
that Hogan hed been arrested and was being removed to Cork
that night on the trein. To my recollection it was by
telegram which read: "The greyhnuﬂﬂ leaving Thurles for Cork
thie evening's train". The train was held up at Enocklong.
Hogan was rescued, and two policemen were shot. ' The District
Inspector in charge of the area was Mr. Hunt. After his
release Hogan had told the Volunteers of the crueltiau he
hed suffersd while datainad in Thurles Barraaks. I had heard
that Hogan had been pr0qisad complete imnunity if he would
tell the names of thase who were with him. He refused 'and
suffered grave ill-treatment ﬁhilﬂ in the custody of D.I.Hunt.
On the Eard June, the Thurles Races were held, and, coming
from the racecourse, there is a big bottleneck into the
gquare at Thnrlha; and there Distriet Inspector Hunt was shot
and killed. Hiabniduw'runovared, before the Civil Gourts
some time§ afterwards, the sum of £6,000-£7,000. At the
Court allocating the compensation, I &hﬁaarad for one of the
local bodies resisting the claim. I remember Judge Moore,
in the course of the trial, saying: “ﬂyPra is Hogan?", and
the ﬁ.I.G. woere umable to give any answer at all.

In August 1919, I remember meeting Austin Stack at
Baldoyle Races. He informed me that they hed set up
Rapﬁblicﬁn courts. I asked who were to be the judges, gﬂﬂ
he rap}iad: "Not you, bacauaé wo are going to have a
dreadful year, and keep yourself ava;l&hle to work for my

man' .
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A Volunteer, called William Tanham, who was a prisonser
in Mountjoy Jall, succeeded in maeking his escape, but was . -
later captured., I defended him at Green St. Courthouse
(in December 1919%7), the trisl Judge being Mr. Justice
Gordon. Here agein, the Castle introduced Ijr.}':a Crimes Act of
1887, which entitled them to have a speclal jury from the
County of Dublin. .I was ipstructed by Mr. Michael Noyk.

The only alternative left to me was to pour as much scorm as
I could upon Mr. Williem C. Carrick, thalprnsﬂcurbing Counsel,
for bringing a Nasmyth hammer to crack a nut. The Lord Mayor
of Dublin had gone bail for Tarham. When Tanham was |
convicted, the Judge very kindly said: "I cenmot understand wt
all this weight of prosecution should be brought against this
mane I heve to :lmpnﬁa some sentence, but, as it appears

that he ia already serving a sentemce of siR months'
imprisonment, I direct thet he serve one month's imprisonment
to run with the six montha that he will have to serve in any

An article was published in the w,‘
attacking the Chief Secretary, McPherson. (In fact, I now
know it was written by my father). The Freeman's Journal
was thereupon suppreesed by order and the machimery tekem
away. Mertin Fitzgersld, the proprietor, at once lissued
proceedings: for an injumction- agaipat the military asuthority
and for a declarstion that his machinery should be handed
back to him. My senior was Mr. S5.M. Browne, K.U.., Mr. R.G.
Leonard, K.C., and Mr. Wylie and someone whose name I cammot
recall appeared for the Crown. The case waes tried by Mr.
Justice Powell, whose name I have already mentioned as being
a friend of mine. He was an honest judge, and we thought
that he was coming round to our pn:lﬁt of view when in cams
the mews that en atfampt_had boen made that afternoon om

the life of Lord French, the Lord Lisutenant of Ireland.
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We had no doubt. that the directive in the Judge's
mind was the -attempted essassination of the Lord
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Lieutenant.
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